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Barfi said he’ll talk about how the
Arab Spring movement in the Middle
East is affecting Israel, particularly as
secular, pro-West Arab regimes are
being replaced with regimes that are
more Islamist, more regionally
focused and not so sensi-
tive to Western concerns.

“We’ll look at how
these Islamic groups that
have traditionally been
hostile to Western influ-
ence in the Islamic world,
how their coming to
power will change the
equation” in their rela-
tions with Israel and the
West, he said.

Libya, he said, has 6.5 million
people and the capacity to produce
1.6 million barrels of oil a day.
Currently, there’s a security vacuum
in Libya, a lack of the rule of law, he
said, referring to a recent incident in
which a group of militiamen, after
their leader was arrested, took over
the airport in Tripoli in a bid to get
him released. “People take the law
into their own hands and create spec-
tacles” to gain leverage to get what
they want, Barfi said.  The militia and
the government eventually negotiat-
ed their issues and the airport was
open and operating the next day,
according to news reports.

“Libya lacks technical capacity
and has weak government institu-

tions, problems the United States can
help it address,” Barfi said.  Long-
term, he is optimistic about Libya’s
future because of its natural resources,
relatively small population, and a
lack of the history of violence that

nations such as Yemen
have experienced.

Barfi said it’s impor-
tant not only to examine
the statements Islamist
leaders make, but also to
examine what they do.
Egypt’s leaders, he said,
“control a population of
85 million people and

they have to feed this pop-
ulation every day. (They) have big-
ger things to worry about than the
Israeli blockade.”

“Should we take people at face
value for what they say?” he asks
rhetorically. “In this situation we
probably shouldn’t take them at face
value. We should see how power
sobers them to the realities of govern-
ing.”  He says he’ll offer “specific
examples and nuances” to better
understand how the words of the
Arab world’s new leaders compare
with their actions.

Those planning to attend the
event are asked to RSVP to bar-
bara@jewishnashville.org. For more
information, contact Judy Saks, CRC
director, at judy@jewishnashville.org
or 354-1637. c

By Kathy Carlson

B
arak Barfi, a Middle East
scholar researcher and
noted journalist, will
speak on “The Arab
Spring – One Year Later”
on Thurs., June 21, at

7:15 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. He has written
extensively about Libya and spent six
months there during last year’s civil
war that ousted longtime dictator
Muammar Qaddafi.

The event is part of the series
“Increase Your Israel IQ: From
Argument to Advocacy” funded by a
grant from the Jewish Federation of
Nashville’s New Initiatives Fund and
organized by the Federation’s
Community Relations Committee.

Barfi grew up in Detroit and stud-
ied at the University of Michigan and
Columbia University. “I specialize in
Arab and Islamic affairs,” he said in a
telephone interview. “I travel a lot in
the region (and) get to talk with deci-
sion makers and people on the ground.
… I’m on the road most of the time.”

His articles have appeared in the
Washington Post, Foreign Policy, and
other publications.  He is also a fre-
quent commentator on CNN, BBC,
MSNBC, Fox News, and France 24,
and has testified before Congress
about the threats posed by al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula.

Middle East scholar to speak on
‘Arab Spring – One Year Later’

Barak Barfi

T
he Israel Scouts Friend-
ship Caravan will be in
Nashville for two per-
formances at the
Gordon Jewish Com-
munity Center this

month as well as spending time with
campers at Camp Davis.

The performances, free and open
to the public, will be on Thurs., June
14, at 6:30 p.m., and Fri., June 15, at
2 p.m.

The Israel Scouts Friendship
Caravan is part of a larger delegation
of approximately 100 teenage scouts
who travel to North America each
summer to represent the land of Israel.
Using song, dance, and storytelling,
the Israel Scouts celebrate the Jewish
heritage and bring the sights and
sounds of Israel to life.

Each summer the Israel Scouts
visit Nashville for a few days in June. 

Host families are needed to help
house the members of the Israel
Scouts Friendship Caravan one night.
If you are interested in hosting or

would like more information about
the Israel Scouts performance, con-
tact Claire@nashvillejcc.org or
615/354-1625. c

Israel Scouts Friendship Caravan to 
perform for community at GJCC
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Chazak Achsav!-Strength Now!

By Ben Sales

NEW YORK (JTA) — The
Conservative movement — affirming
that same-sex marriages have “the same
sense of holiness and joy as that
expressed in heterosexual marriages” —
has established rituals for same-sex wed-
ding ceremonies.

The landmark vote by the
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards
of the Conservative movement’s
Rabbinical Assembly follows a 2006 rul-
ing by the committee “favor[ing] the
establishment of committed and loving
relationships for gay and lesbian Jews.”

But the 2006 responsum declined to
specify rituals for establishing gay and
lesbian relationships, calling them “com-

plicated and controversial questions that
deserve a separate study.”

The recent position paper, which
was adopted by a vote of 13-0, with one
abstention, fills that void by outlining
two possible marriage ceremonies for
same-sex couples. 

The paper’s authors, Rabbis Elliot
Dorff, Daniel Nevins and Avram
Reisner, also wrote a 2006 responsum
titled “Homosexuality, Human Dignity
and Halakhah,” which declared gays eli-
gible for rabbinic ordination.

“This is the next step in the process
of bringing about the full inclusion of
LGBT Jews,” said Rabbi Aaron
Weininger, using the acronym for les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple. “Visibility of LGBT people as indi-

viduals and couples makes us stronger as
a Jewish community.”

The first openly gay student admit-
ted to the rabbinical school at the
Conservative movement’s Jewish
Theological Seminary, Weininger
received his rabbinic ordination this
spring. He was consulted during the
composition of the recent paper. 

The paper acknowledges that
“same-sex intimate relationships are
comprehensively banned by classical
rabbinic law,” or halachah.

The biblical prohibition against
homosexual intimacy appears twice in
Leviticus. “A man who lies with a male
as with a woman, the two have commit-
ted an abomination,” says Leviticus
20:13. “They shall be put to death; their
blood is upon them.” Leviticus 18:22
makes a similar statement.

The Conservative movement’s deci-
sion said that, “for observant gay and les-
bian Jews who would otherwise be con-
demned to a life of celibacy or secrecy,
their human dignity requires suspension
of the rabbinic level prohibitions.”

Dorff, Nevins and Reisner proposed
two possible ceremonies that incorporate
what they deem to be the four key ele-
ments of a Jewish wedding: welcoming
the couple, symbols of celebration, a
document of covenant and blessings
thanking God.

One ceremony hews closely to the
traditional Jewish wedding, making
changes in the language and the blessings
based on the couple’s gender and sexuali-
ty. The other departs from that ceremony,
with three blessings, for example, instead
of the traditional seven.

The Conservative decision did not
call same-sex marriages kiddushin, the
traditional Jewish legal term for mar-
riage, because that act of consecration is

nonegalitarian and gender-specific. In
the traditional kiddushin ceremony, a
pair of blessings is recited and the bride-
groom gives his bride a ring, proclaiming
that he is marrying his bride “according
to the laws of Moses and Israel.”

Such a ceremony would be inappro-
priate for same-sex ceremonies, the
Conservative rabbis suggested in their
position paper. They also noted that the
use of kiddushin opens the door to
divorce disputes in which a husband
may deny his wife a religious writ of
divorce, or get — something that “has
been the source of great suffering in
many Jewish communities.”

Rabbi Menachem Creditor, who has
been performing same-sex marriages
since 2002 — four years before the
movement permitted them — said that
Jewish law is flexible, and should
respond to changes within the Jewish
community.

“Modern halachah has always seen
the Torah as its center, but not any one
meaning as the final interpretation,” said
Creditor, the rabbi of Berkeley’s
Congregation Netivot Shalom. ”There is
a growing understanding from within
Conservative Jews that our responsibility
is to steward our community with clarity.
Conservative Judaism believes halachah
changes when it must.”

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, who
heads the LGBT Congregation Beit
Simchat Torah in New York, said that
these new guidelines represent a major
step forward in Conservative Judaism’s
sensitivity toward the LGBT community.

While the 2006 decision to ordain
gay and lesbian rabbis and accept gay cou-
ples was controversial, even Rabbi Joel
Roth, who resigned from the law com-
mittee in the wake of that decision, called
this latest responsum “a very fine thing.”

“The fact that they created the cer-
emony is five or six years overdue,” he
told JTA. “In the Conservative move-
ment as it exists, the classical position [of
forbidding gay relations] is considered
nonnormative.”

The Reform movement’s Central
Conference of American Rabbis
endorsed Jewish gay marriage in the late
1990s while acknowledging the right of
rabbis to choose whether to officiate at
same-sex ceremonies. Reconstructionist
rabbis also may officiate at same-sex cer-
emonies. The Orthodox movement does
not allow gay marriage. c

Conservative rabbinic group issues guidelines for same-sex wedding rituals
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By Kathy Carlson

F
ive area young adults will
attend the Jewish Federations
of North America’s National
Young Leadership Summer
Trip to Israel, scheduled for July
2-10. The Jewish Federation of

Nashville is underwriting the cost of par-
ticipation to address the need to develop
young leadership in the community, a
need that was identified in the 2010 Best
Jewish Nashville priority-setting project. 

“We feel very happy about this year’s
candidates; they possess wonderful lead-
ership qualities and great potential for
additional engagement,” Federation
Planning Director Harriet Schiftan said.
Federation subsidized attendance at the
National Young Leadership Summer Trip
last year.

The five chosen to attend this year
are Michael Hershey, Tara Lerner,
Margaret (Meg) Littman, David
Rosenblatt and Craig Zimberg.  The
Federation’s Local/Global Committee met
with and interviewed all of the applicants
over two evenings in April, Schiftan said.

The participants vary in age and
professional background, but hold many
common values.  Three have been
Sunday school teachers, and two have
been active in NowGen, the Federation’s
engagement program for young adults.
All share concern for Israel and the
Nashville community.

Hershey has taught Sunday school
at Congregation Micah for eight years.
He has been involved with the
Tennessee Holocaust Commission and
helped to start Nashville’s chapter of the
National Conference on Jewish Affairs.
His goal in participating in the mission is
to connect more deeply with Israel and
share his knowledge with the communi-
ty.  As he wrote in his application, “I
already love Israel – but it’s been a long-
distance romance – it’s time that I meet
her in person.”

Tara Lerner holds undergraduate and

master’s degrees from Vanderbilt and
chose to stay in Nashville after gradua-
tion.  She has become active in
Federation’s NowGen program and has
agreed to co-chair its leadership board.
Lerner works with teachers and students
with disabilities in Congregation Micah’s
religious education program, helping to
ensure that the students gain a Jewish
education. “I am excited about my
involvement in the NowGen organization
and truly believe that my generation is the
future of the Nashville Jewish communi-
ty,” she wrote in her program application.

Littman is an established freelance
journalist who has specialized in travel
writing.  She conducted oral history
interviews for what was then the
Survivors of the Shoah Visual History
Foundation, and some of her interviews
are at Yad Vashem.  She said she’d like to
have the opportunity to see the work
there.  She wants to learn more about
current events in Israel and how they
affect the everyday lives of Israelis, and
share what she learns with others.

Rosenblatt also is active with
NowGen, along with Jmingle and the
Jewish Men’s Business Networking Group.
He hopes to help inform his fellow mem-
bers about Israeli art, culture, lifestyle and
business. “With a mission trip to Israel I
hope to gain a deeper understanding of
Israel’s importance in our global Jewish
community and in our Jewish heritage,”
he wrote.  He also wants to gain insight
into day-to-day life in Israel.

Zimberg is a member of the Gordon
Jewish Community Center, has taught
fifth grade religious school at Micah and
has a military background.  His son
attends Akiva School.  He sees partici-
pation in the Young Leadership program
as a launching pad for achieving his goal
of taking a leadership role in Nashville’s
Jewish community.

Federation has two goals in support-
ing young adults’ participation in the
Israel mission, Schiftan said.  First, it
wants to take people currently involved

in the Jewish community and help them
take it to the next level.  Second, it
wants to take others with potential for
leadership and get them more involved.

About 200 men and women ages 25-
45 from across North America partici-
pate in the Young Leadership program
each summer, she said.  The program
offers an insider’s look into Israeli socie-
ty, showing them programs that

Federation supports in Israel, and identi-
fying additional areas of need.  With this
knowledge, program participants will be
instrumental in raising funds for
Federation once back in Nashville.

“Some communities offer subsidies”
to attend young leadership missions,
Schiftan said.  “I know of no other com-
munity that is investing so heavily in
building up leadership.” c

Five chosen for Federation-funded leadership program in Israel

M
arvin Rosenblum M.D.,
wanted to honor the
memory of his beloved
parents, Selma and
Ernest Rosenblum. He
did this in a  signifi-

cant way, prior to his death, with the
establishment of the Selma and Ernest
Rosenblum Foundation. 

The Board of Trustees is made up of
five of Marvin’s nieces and nephews and
Selma and Ernest’s grandchildren.
Their mission is to fund nonprofit
organizations that day in and day out
fulfill the values that their grandpar-
ents, and in turn, family hold dear. It is
not a requirement of the foundation
that the nonprofit be based in
Nashville, but the board looked in the
Nashville area since that is where their
uncle and grandparents built their lives,
family, and community. 

Selma and Ernest Rosenblum were
born in Chausy, Russia, in the late 1800s,
and immigrated to Nashville in the early
1900s. They had eight children together.

The values of caring for those in need,
the elderly and music were some of the
strongest in the family. Ernest and Selma
had a general store in East Nashville and
were very active in the Jewish communi-
ty—they belonged to all three syna-
gogues. Ernest died from cancer in his
forties and Selma was left to raise eight
children and run the store on her own.
One of the eight children, Eva
Rosenblum Mendelsohn, is alive and
lives in Nashville.

In January, Pam Kelner, director of
Jewish Family Service, met with two of
the trustees to discuss the goals of the
foundation and the programs and servic-
es of Jewish Family Service. “It was
quickly discovered that there was a per-
fect synergy between JFS and the foun-
dation,” said Kelner. “The values that
JFS is founded upon are values that were
lived out by Selma and Ernest.”  

The trustees were most impressed
with the Helping Hands Volunteer
Initiative. JFS’ new addition to the
Helping Hands program of matching

musicians with people living with
Alzheimer’s and/or other dementias also
piqued their interest, since music was such
an integral part of the Rosenblum family.

JFS’s history of assisting families
from Russia immigrate to Nashville also
impressed the foundation’s board as this
was a strong interest of the Rosenblum
family. The Rosenblums were deeply
involved in the ’60s and ’70s bringing
their own family over from Russia and
helping acclimate others. 

In the words of Foundation
President Ellen Rosenblum Rubesin,
“Everything about this organization was
impressive to our trustees — its mission,
its efficiency, and the impact that it has
on the people of Nashville — it seemed
like the perfect fit.”

After submitting a proposal to the
Foundation, Jewish Family Service was
awarded a $30,000 unrestricted grant.
“A grant of this size makes a tremendous
impact on the work of JFS in our ability
to serve the community,” said Daniella
Pressner, JFS Board president. “We are so

JFS awarded $30,000 grant from the 
Selma and Ernest Rosenblum Foundation

Ernest and Selma Rosenblum’s engagement
picture in Russia

grateful that the Foundation recognized
JFS as an agency they wanted to partner
with and invest in.” c

See what’s happening in the community. Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Buz-A-Bus (transportation for Jewish
senior adults 62 and older) is now 
available to reserve on nights and
weekends for transporting senior adults
to your next Jewish community event,
congregational services, or program.

Through a New Initiative Grant from 
the Jewish Federation, the Buz-A-Bus
can now be reserved by a Jewish 
organization to bring seniors to your
next event.

Reservations must be made 
in advance by calling 

615-352-7057. National Council of Jewish Women,
Nashville Section

BUZ-A-BUS
Reservations for night and weekends now available!

letters
To the Editor:
Anti-Semitism has become a serious

problem on American college campuses.
Using Israel as the propellant, “arsonist”
pro-Palestinian student groups, many of
which are funded/controlled by The
Muslim Brotherhood (a threat not only
to Israel, but to all Jews everywhere) and
anti-Zionist Jewish academicians spew
their vitriolic Israel=Apartheid=Nazism
hate speech on campuses across the
nation. The fervor of these attacks has
caused their supporters to, in several
cases, act out against Jewish students on
campus, most recently at a Florida uni-
versity where Jewish students found fake
eviction notices on their dorm room
doors: “Jews … Get Out!” Where have
we heard that before?

On April 30, in what wasn’t but
should have been a packed house, Prof.
Tammi Rossman-Benjamin of the
University of California-Santa Cruz and a
decade-long fighter against campus anti-
Semitism illuminated the attendees about
the dangers we face regarding this move-
ment. This presentation was sponsored by
the local chapter of the NCJA (National
Conference of Jewish Affairs). Even at no
financial cost to them, a number of our
Jewish agencies and religious houses
declined to co-sponsor this event while a

few others joined with NCJA as co-spon-
sors. Astonishingly, the local chapter of J-
Street saw fit to post an article on its web-
site that sought to marginalize Professor
Rossman-Benjamin’s credibility!

Despite whatever political beliefs we
maintain, if we can’t come together and
make a united stand against anti-
Semitism on American college campus-
es, what can we agree on?

To the Nashville Jewish commun-
ity, I say, “Wake up!”

Alan Koufer
•

To the Editor:
I want to thank the community for

44 years of trusting me with your chil-
dren, for being part of my life and for
allowing me to part of yours.  I never
expected my service at the Jewish
Community Center to materialize into
something as wonderful as the Naomi
Pritikin Playground.  The playground is
amazing!  My hope is that generations of
children will enjoy the new playground
and the frogs will bring smiles to many
faces for years to come.  Thank you again
for the special treat of having the toddler
playground named in my honor.   

Naomi Pritikin

T
he Temple – Congregation
Ohabai Sholom is one of
20 Reform Jewish congre-
gations in North America
selected to receive the
Union of Reform Judaism’s

2012 Incubator Grant, out of more than
160 applicants.  

The Incubator Grant provides seed
funding for innovative new programs
designed to further engage current

members and attract new members in
Reform Jewish synagogue life.
Applicants had to demonstrate that
their programming would stimulate
thinking in one of three focus areas: 1)
creation of a culture that supports and
encourages conversion; 2) retention
and engagement of post b’nai mitzvah
teens and their families; and, 3) engage-
ment in synagogue life, including
recruitment of potential members, inte-

gration of recent members and reten-
tion of current members.

The Temple focused its grant appli-
cation on creating a culture that supports
and encourages conversion. It will use its
$5,000 grant to expand and improve
upon its pilot program, “Conversion
Conversations,” an introduction to
Judaism for non-Jews who are some-
where on their path toward Judaism.
The program began years ago as individ-
ual study with Rabbi Shana R. Mackler,
The Temple’s associate rabbi, and has
developed into a year-long, 11-session,
group curriculum. 

“With this financial help, The
Temple is now poised for development
into a solid and robust, identity and
group sustaining, conversion program,”
said Rabbi Mackler. 

“This year’s programming will deliv-

The Temple awarded URJ Incubator Grant 
for program to attract new members

er an in-depth exploration of Judaism
through rabbinic teaching, chevrutah
study, hands-on workshops, ritual prac-
tice and worship, festival celebrations
and a cultural field trip, providing the
opportunity for those seeking to learn
more about Judaism to grow as a group
and continue on their individual journey
toward becoming Jewish,” Mackler said.

“Conversion Conversations has
developed into a nurturing way to
strengthen our Temple as a welcoming
home for those whose religion is not
Judaism and are exploring conversion,”
said Rabbi Mackler. “For those unfamil-
iar to Judaism and Jewish worship, com-
ing to a temple is often an intimidating
experience. We aspire to create an
affinity, a bond among this growing
group as they transition to a sense of
comfort and belonging.” cJ

oin JFS for a fun afternoon on
Sun., July 1.   Chaffin’s Barn is
donating $5 to JFS for every full
price ticket purchased for the
matinee performance of ‘Fiddler
on the Roof.’  Dinner is from
noon-1:30 p.m. and the show
begins at 2.    

This is a win, win proposition; you
get to experience great dinner theater
while supporting Jewish Family
Service, the safety net agency for the

Nashville and Middle Tennessee Jewish
community.  

‘Fiddler on the Roof’ is a timeless
classic.  No other musical has so magi-
cally woven music, dance, poignancy
and laughter into such an electrifying
and unforgettable experience.   

Reservations are required.  To make
a reservation for the July 1  matinee per-
formance, call 615/646-9977 or
800/282-2276. For information about
JFS, call 356-4234. c

See ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ while
supporting Jewish Family Service

The Observer is now online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming news 

updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
Now you have a choice: Read the print edition or read us online. 
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lifecycles
Birth

Beth Davis and Chris Ehresman
announce the birth of their son,
Holden Potter Ehresman, on May 9 in
Chicago, Ill. Holden is named for his
maternal great grandfather, Harry
Solomon, and his paternal great grand-
father, Lawrence Potter.  Holden is the
grandson of Paula and Jay Kholos of
Nashville, Nora and Sheldon Davis of
Alamo, Texas, and Elizabeth and Dan
Capron of Azle, Texas. 

B’nai Mitzvah

Cora Frumkin will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
on Sat., June 16, at
10:30 a.m. at
Congregation Micah.
She is the daughter of
Jeff Frumkin and Shari
Barkin, the sister of Ben
and Liam Frumkin and
the grandaughter of Bill
and Jeannie Frumkin of Mahopac, N.Y.;
Gilbert Barkin of Potomac, Md.,  and
the late Sandra Barkin.  

A seventh grader at Ensworth, Cora
enjoys playing guitar, listening to music,

singing, reading and riding horses.  She
especially enjoys dressage events where
she and her horse work together to per-
form challenging routines.  She loves
spending time with friends and family
especially around the holidays.

Cora has dedicated her mitzvah
project to the “Backpack Program”
which provides food to needy school
children for consumption at home.
Cora was deeply moved by a recent visit
to the Holocaust museum in
Washington, D.C., and will share the
honor of becoming a Bat Mitzvah with
Eva Katzender, a girl from Poland who
perished at Auschwitz when she was 12
years old.

Alex Morgan will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on Sat., June 30, at
10:30 a.m. at
Congregation Micah.
He is the son of David
Morgan and Karen
Bloch, older brother of
Nicholas Morgan, and
grandson of Bobbye
Morgan of Little Rock, Ark., and Doris
Bloch of Fairfax, Va.  He is the grandson
of the late William Morgan and the late
Howard Bloch.  

A seventh grader at University
School of Nashville, Alex  enjoys learn-
ing Chinese, taking yoga, and participat-
ing in Writers and Illustrators club.  He
is an avid reader, and can usually be
found with his nose in a book.  He loves
animals, especially his dog Daisy.  

Alex’s mitzvah project is raising
awareness and money for Lwala
Community Alliance, a Nashville-based
organization to improve the community
health and welfare of the people of
Lwala, Kenya.  

Sympathy

. . . to the family of Eleanore May
Herts Hersh, 103, who died May 27 in
Nashville. Preceded in death by parents
Arthur and May Elizabeth Herts; hus-
band, Louis Hersh; sister, Virginia Ballard.
Survived by daughter, Ann Hersh Gilbert
(Frank); nephew, Harris Gilbert and fam-
ilies. A memorial service will be officiated
by Rabbi Shana R. Mackler and held at
Congregation Ohabai Sholom at the end
of June and a graveside service in
Washington, July 15. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Charles and Louis
Gilbert Outreach Fund at the Temple or
to the Golden Agers Program. 

Cora Frumkin 

Alex Morgan 

By Inbar Shaked

I
srael: an entire family was killed in a
car accident north of the country —
six children and both parents — only
one girl survived, Rachel Efrat
Attias, age seven.

Last week all the news media
in Israel were
focused on one
thing – the fatal
accident claim-
ing the lives of
eight out of the
nine members of
the Attias family.
The only reason
Rachel is still
alive is quite
ironic; she was
the only one not wearing a seat belt.

Such news usually does not come to
the attention of Israeli foreign residents,
even the Jewish communities, and it was
important to me as a shlicha to come and
talk about “simple” things like these,
even in cases of attack, because for us,
the Israelis, we are all one big family. We
lost an entire family, all without even
driving drunk or driving too fast. And
what is even more chilling in this story,
the road accident happened because of a
problem with the brakes, just a technical
problem. The father was resourceful,
while the pressure and the shouts of chil-
dren were going on, while the mother
read Psalms and prayed to God to save
them, the father called the police and
asked for instructions on what to do. He
asked them to send a patrol car, but it
was too late.

Rachel Efrat  said, “We read Psalms
and mother hugged and kissed me and
then the car flipped over, then I tried to
wake my mother and father.. they did
not answer.” These two sentences are so
touching, and they are chilling me even
now as I am writing. 

Rachel’s seat belt was not fastened
and that’s what saved her: she flew out
of the vehicle as it overturned and
caught fire.

The Attiases were on their way back
to the celebration of a new synagogue in
Tiberias in the name of the family’s
grandfather who wished all his life for
this moment and saved all his money to
build the synagogue. 

Video clips aired in the news, show
all the family, including the pair of twins,
Elyashiv and Rabbi Simeon Neria, aged
sixteen, and the girl Noa, only four years
old. They all celebrated, sang, rejoiced
and prayed.

On the ride back the family wanted
to stop by the graves of the righteous and
just minutes before reaching their desti-
nation, the accident occurred. 

In addition to the security forces,

police, firefighters and Zaka
who arrived on the scene to
help, many volunteers from the
city of Tiberias and settlements
in the area came to help.

Even when Rachel was
hospitalized in Haifa's
Rambam Hospital, it is no
exaggeration to say that all
Israelis were interested in her
fate, and from all over Israel
many came to help her people. 

The joint funeral of all the family

members was simply an unfor-
gettable occasion — intensity
of pain, the thought of what
will become of Rachel Efrat
who is now all alone, the num-
ber of people mourning, so
much beyond the TV screen,
in the heart of every Israeli. 

I think what it means to
be Israeli, as well as a Jew, is

understanding that “Whoever
saves one life saves the world.” Rachel’s
life has now been touched by so many

people who have been drawn to her story.
All of Israel felt like they were her family
during the time she was in the news.
Now, her uncles and extended family will
assume the role of her parents.

On the one hand, Israelis are united
in mourning the loss of the family, yet
are comforted to know that the whole
world is open to Rachel Efrat. c

Inbar Shaked is the shlicha with the
Jewish Federation, bringing a personal view
of Israel to our community.

Israelis unite in support of girl who survived accident

Inbar Shaked

Rachel Efrat Atias
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

SUMMER GUITAR
LESSONS

All Styles, especially Jazz
and Rock. Beginner and
Intermediate: Any Age
Contact David Kuhn
kuhng828@newschool.edu
615.500.4972

RENT
Older male seeks house 
sharing situation.
Stan 833-5484

Members of Maimonides Lodge of B’nai B’rith #46 and the members of the Council 544
of Knights of Columbus celebrated the 41st annual interfaith social evening known as The
Cohens and Kellys on May 31.   Included in the program was recognition of B’nai B’rith
50+ year members  From left: Sid Rappaport, Phil Roseman, Sol Katz, Stanley Frank, Eli
Roth and Martin Levy. The lodge will celebrate 150 years of Nashville service in 2013.  

T
he June art exhibit at the
GJCC features the work of
a number of artists includ-
ing the those in the GJCC
Oil Painting Class taught
by local artist Rhonda

Wernick.  Featured artists include Yvette
Renee and Mark Cowder, Jodi Buc, and
Jerry Klein.

Yvette Renee has been a professional
artist, educator, mentor and business
owner for 20 years. Her copper and
stained glass sculpture is part of the sculp-
ture garden at Abintra Montessori in
Nashville.  Her public collections of

paintings are hanging at The Mary
Parrish Center, The Family Peace Gallery,
and The Vanderbilt Kennedy Center
(collaboration with Best Buddies).  

Native Nashvillian Mark Cowder
was surrounded by art from an early age.
His mother is a painter and had always
encouraged his artistic endeavors. After
college, he began his career as a graphic
designer and art director, working with
some of the most talented creative
groups in Nashville such as Buddy
Jackson (Jackson Design) and Bill
Barnes (Barnes & Company), both of
whom are also accomplished fine artists. 

He decided to pursue painting full
time in 2005. Working primarily in oil,
but occasionally incorporating a mixed
media process to create a more tactile
effect, his painting style is one of a con-
stant exploration and journey. In addi-
tion to fine art painting and sculpture, he
is also senior designer with the design and
multimedia department at Thomas
Nelson Publishing.  He and Yvette Renée
were married in the summer of 2007.

Jodi Buc’s artistic self is exhibited
and expressed on canvas, in multiple col-
ors and various designs.  Inspirations to
her paintings include her love for dance
and her love for the beautiful outdoors,
especially trees. She draws and paints the
trees she loves. As a dancer, she learned
from an artist who theorized that space
around a dancer is a canvas and the body
is to be used as paint, more so color, to be
applied to the canvas. Her abstract
paintings are dance, they are the emo-
tion she used to release by dancing but
now by dancing on canvas. Her paint-
ings flow to create an image that plays
music through its colors. She has helped
teach the love for art as the art specialist
for GJCC’s Camp Davis and as the
Sunday school art teacher at West End
Synagogue for many years. 

The GJCC Oil Painting class has a
mix of beginning and intermediate stu-
dents. One student, Wally Wilson, had a
career in electronics but had painted
before. His goal was to re-create what he
was looking at in a photographic way. 

Tanya Lukner has been with the class
since the start, painting images from her
mind with acrylics. She has since learned
how to paint with oils from images she
was looking at that had meaning to her.

Phyllis Alper’s dance background is
reflected in the movement and expres-
sion in her paintings.   

Catherine Greene, a retired
teacher, has developed a colorful
impressionistic technique in depicting
subject matter from places she and her
husband have traveled. 

Lorna Graff had painted before, and
has started painting the homes she sells
as a real estate agent.  

Estelle Sack came to the GJCC in
October of 2010 with no experience
painting and now people are requesting
her work. 

Yifat Crouvi chooses varied subjects
and adds her own style to the image. Dona
Tapp has been with the class for only two
months and has enjoyed oil painting.  

Wernick, as the instructor, has tried
to nurture the style that each student
already has and just guide them in draw-
ing, technique, color and application.
The oil painting classes are on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 10 a.m. – noon  and
have an open enrollment.

For more information, contact the
GJCC at 615/356-7170, Curator Carrie
Mills or go to www.nashvillejcc.org. c

GJCC exhibit features works of multiple artists

Painting by Jodi Buc

M
ary and Gerry
Hausman, who were
named “2011 Volun-
teers of the Year” by
the Nashville Adult
Literacy Council, will

be honored at West End Synagogue’s
Shabbat services on Sat., June 23. 

Julie Kramer, English Language
Learning specialist at NALC, will speak
briefly about this organization which
relies on community volunteers to tutor
adults. Some are learning basic literacy

skills; others are learning to speak
English as a second language. Some stu-
dents are working on GEDs, while others
are studying to become citizens.

For more information on NALC, go
to http://nashvilleliteracy.org/services/

This event is sponsored by the
Mehlman Social Action Committee of
West End Synagogue. Diane and Jack
Sasson will host the Kiddush luncheon
afterwards in honor of the Hausmans
and the Sasson’s 43rd wedding
anniversary. c

WES to honor Hausmans for volunteer
work with Adult Literacy Council

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.



REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.

Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

Alan Sissel  646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE
FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)

Synergy Realty Network
C. 615.351.7333

FranklinPargh.com

PATRICIA STRAUS, Broker,
MBA, CRS, ABR

2009 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD
TOP SALES PERSON RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE, THE CITY PAPER
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

pstraus@realtracs.com

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251

Brentwood, TN 37027
Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances

Custom Kitchens and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com
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The Community Relations Committee 
of  the Jewish Federation of  Nashville

Presents the Series –

Featuring

Barak Barfi
Research Fellow
New America Foundation 

He specializes in Arab and Islamic affairs. His articles have appeared in the
Washington Post, Foreign Policy, Jane’s Islamic Affairs Analyst, and The New
Republic. He spent six months in Libya researching the country’s revolution

Speaking on
The Arab Spring — One Year Later

7:15 p.m., Thursday, June 21, 2012
Gordon Jewish Community Center

RSVP to barbara@jewishnashville.org

This program is made possible by a grant from the 
Jewish Federation’s New Initiatives Fund.

For information, contact Judy Saks at 354-1637 or judy@jewishnashville.org.

Increase Your Israel IQ:
From Argument to Advocacy

By Gavin Rabinowitz

ATHENS, Greece (JTA) – When
the bell rang, the sixth-graders who had
been playing basketball rushed off to a
computer class. Their place in the yard at
Athens’ Jewish Community School was
taken by two dozen giggling 4- and 5-
year-olds practicing dance steps for the
year-end concert.

“One, two, three and turn,” the
kindergarten teachers chanted as the
kids, wearing yellow caps to protect
them from the bright Greek sun, jumped,
stepped and shimmied through their
complex routine.

The vibrancy reflects a remarkable
renaissance Athens’ lone Jewish school
has undergone in the last decade. With
an enrollment rate of 70 percent of
Athens’ Jewish children, it has a pene-

tration rate that would be the envy of
any American Jewish school.

The school’s success — which could
hold lessons for Jewish schools elsewhere
in the Diaspora — has been the result of
heavy educational investments, an
aggressive recruiting strategy, significant
community subsidies, comprehensive bus-
ing and an open-minded enrollment poli-
cy for children of intermarried families.

But the school is now in peril as
Greek Jews struggle through the econom-
ic and political turmoil roiling Greece.

A few years ago, the Athens Jewish
Community School had reached a nadir.
Since its founding in 1960, the number of
children enrolled had been slowly drop-
ping. By 2002, fewer than 80 students
remained, and the leaders of the city’s
small Jewish community debated whether
their school was even viable anymore.

Community members believed that
shutting the school down would have
been an ominous development for the
capital’s community of some 3,500 Jews.

“This school is the Athens Jewish
community and its future,” said Alvertos
Taraboulous, the current chairman of the
school board.

Instead, they embarked on an ambi-
tious and largely successful plan to revital-
ize the school. The concept was simple:
To get as many children as possible to
attend the school that runs up until sixth
grade by providing top-notch private edu-
cation, modern facilities and a warm
environment — at an affordable price.

Realizing that many children did
not attend because their parents were
hesitant to uproot them after they
became settled and made friends at local
kindergartens, the Jewish school opened

its own one in 2002, followed by a nurs-
ery in 2007.

“Now we see that if we get them
into the kindergarten, they do not
leave,” Taraboulous said. “If our children
are really happy, that is the best promo-
tion for the school.”

Aggressive recruiting bordering on
chutzpah didn’t hurt either. When
Jewish women give birth in Athens, the
newborns are sent a gift basket with a
note from the school that says “expect-
ing you in two-and-a-half years.”

The school is also heavily subsidized
by the Athens Jewish Community.
Parents pay about $4,000 in tuition annu-
ally per child, compared to $10,000 to
$14,000 at comparable private schools.

Two other steps were key to bring-
ing in more students. The school
opened admission to children of mixed
marriages, and it operates an ambitious
bus service that ranges all over Athens’
vast urban sprawl to bring Jewish kids to
the school. Some commute from as far
as 40 miles away.  “The bus fleet is cru-
cial,” Taraboulous said. “Without this
door-to-door service, many would not
be able to come.”

This year, there were 136 children
enrolled in the school (Full disclosure:
this reporter’s daughter is one of them).
Next year, 151 are registered, according
to school principal George Kanellos.

The changes at the school seem to
appeal to parents. Even though Zanet
Battinou and her husband are both
Jewish — she’s the director of the city’s
Jewish museum, and he was a member of
the school’s first-ever class — the deci-
sion to send their three children there
had not been a no-brainer.

They shopped around Athens’ best
private schools before making their deci-
sion. “It turns out that it is a very good
school, with teachers of the highest cal-
iber,” Battinou said. “It’s very profession-
al but also very warm.”

For other parents, the sense of com-
munity is the draw.

“There is something very special
about bringing your children to a school
where you went, where the other parents
were your classmates. It is very comfort-
ing and intimate,” said Matilda Vital, a
Hebrew teacher at the school, whose
daughter is in the nursery program.

But now, the enormity of Greece’s
economic and political crisis threatens to
undermine the school’s success — even,
possibly, its existence.

From Taraboulous’ office in down-
town Athens — away from the leafy
green suburb that houses the school —
the signs of the country’s distress are
everywhere: The mound of flowers mark-
ing the site where a pensioner shot him-
self in protest, roads closed by riot police
ahead of protests, a homeless man beg-
ging for money to treat his brain tumor.

Every day, it seems, the distress of
five years of a brutal recession, massive
unemployment and harsh European-
imposed austerity seeps deeper into all
corners of the Jewish community.

“I have parents who can’t pay, or are
missing or delaying payments,” Kanellos
said. “In many houses now only one par-
ent is working, or those who had their
own companies have seen them close.
The situation is very hard.”

Last year, only one child in the
school received a full tuition subsidy.
This year it’s seven. “The next few years
will be worse,” Kanellos said.  c

Athens’ Jewish school, the community’s jewel, imperiled by Greek economic crisis


