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By CHARLES BERNSEN 

L
ike almost everyone who 
volunteers for Jewish orga-
nizations in Nashville, Ben 
Russ knew Sandy Averbuch 
and was aware that she had 
been one of the Jewish com-

munity’s most respected leaders for near-
ly five decades. 

So Russ feels doubly honored that 
he will be the first recipient of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee’s annual young leadership 
award since it was renamed in honor of 
Averbuch, who died last November at 
the age of 72.

“It’s such an honor, especially 
because I know there are many peo-

ple who are just 
as deserving,” 
said Russ, noting 
that Averbuch 
was the first 
recipient of the 
young leadership 
award in 1971. 
“The thing about 
Sandy is that 
whatever needed 
doing, she was 
willing to do it.” 

The same might be said of Russ, a 
39-year-old criminal defense attorney, 
who already has served on the boards of 
the Jewish Federation, The Temple and 
Jewish Family Service, where he is the 
incoming president. 

Agenda at Federation’s annual meeting includes 
award for Ben Russ and reports on important initiatives

“Ben was selected because of his com-
mitment to the Nashville Jewish commu-
nity,” said Jewish Federation President 
Lisa Perlen, who served as co-chair of the 
Jewish Federation’s Grants Committee 
with Russ.  “It was through his work on 
the Grants Committee that I was able 
see first-hand his dedication to keeping 
the Nashville Jewish community strong 
and vibrant.”

Russ will be honored at the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee’s s 81st 
annual meeting at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 14 at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center. Because Russ will be unable to 
attend, the presentation of the Sandy 
Averbuch Young Leadership Award by 
her husband, Larry Averbuch will take 

place earlier, and a videotape of it will be 
played at the meeting. 

The primary purpose of the annual 
meeting is the election of volunteer offi-
cers and board members. But the agenda 
also includes: 
• Annual reports from Perlen and 

Executive Director Mark S. Freedman, 
who will announce his retirement 
effective at the end of June, 2018.

• Recognition of several board mem-
bers: Dr. Frank Boehm, the outgo-
ing chair of the annual campaign; 
Robin Cohen, the outgoing co-chair 
of the Grants Committee, and Faith 
Haber Galbraith, the outgoing chair 
of the local Partnership2Gether 
Committee.

Continued on pages 4

Ben Russ

Story by CHARLES BERNSEN 
Photos by RICK MALKIN

G
ene and Reva Heller 
arrived early for the May 
7 Yom Ha’atzmaut cele-
bration in Red Caboose 
Park and found a shady 
spot at a covered picnic 

table where they had a full view of the 
expansive green lawn rising toward the 
outdoor stage festooned in blue and 
white and flanked by American and 
Israeli flags. 

There they sat for much of the next 
three hours as hundreds of people filled 
the park on a nearly cloudless spring 
afternoon to mark the 69th anniversary 
of the founding of the state of Israel. 
With the Jonathan Rimberg trio from 
New York playing Israeli and Jewish 
music, the Hellers watched as kids and 
adults sang and danced, tossed Frisbees 
and Velcro balls, swiveled hula hoops 
and tumbled around in a bouncy house, 
jumped rope, got their faces painted, and 
ate hot dogs (kosher, of course), falafel 
and sweet treats.  

“It’s so wonderful to see every part 
of the community come together – espe-
cially the kids,” Reva said.  

The annual Yom Ha’atzmaut cel-

ebration is sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee in partnership with the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center. 
This was the second year it was held 
in Bellevue’s Red Caboose Park, where 
it has taken on the casual feel of an 
outdoor festival with live music, food 

Community’s “ruach” on display as hundreds 
turn out to celebrate Israel Independence Day

vendors, kids activities, a stand selling 
Israeli jewelry, and information booths 
staffed by local congregations and Jewish 
agencies like Hadassah and BBYO. 

The three-hour event began with the 
Rimburg trio accompanying a children’s 
chorus comprised of students from Akiva 

Continued on pages 2

Hundreds of people were on hand to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut in Bellevue’s Red 
Caboose Park, where Evelyn Koch (center) and children from Akiva School and con-
gregational religious schools led several spirited Israeli line dances. 

CSI’s new 
prayer reflects 
contemporary 
political 
circumstances 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

S
haul Kelner had long been 
troubled by the Ha-noten 
Teshu’ah, the prayer for 
the government found in 
many traditional prayer 
books, and last year when 

he led a study session on the prayer at 
Congregation Sherith Israel, he discov-
ered he was not alone. 

“Many different people were dissatis-
fied with the version we had been recit-
ing for a variety of reasons,” said Kelner, 
an associate professor of sociology and 
Jewish studies at Vanderbilt University.

Dating to the Middle Ages when 
Jews depended on the goodwill of rulers 
with whom they had little influence, the 
traditional Ha-noten Teshu’ah has an 
obsequious and insecure tone – Kelner 
describes it as “cowering.” It implores 
God to “bless and protect, guard and 
uplift, magnify and exalt the President, 

Continued on pages 10
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A chorus of school children sings “Hatikva,” the Israeli national anthem.  

Continued from page 1
School and congregational religious 
schools singing “Hatikva,” the Israeli 
national anthem, and “Am Yisrael Chai” 
(“The People of Israel Live”). 

The children then descended from 
the stage and performed several Israeli 
line dance numbers they had been 
rehearsing for weeks under the tutelage 
of Evelyn Koch, religious school directors 
and Akiva Principal Daniella Pressner. 

For the past five years, the Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebration has been an 
opportunity to honor individuals and 
groups who have worked to strengthen 
ties between Nashville and Israel, and this 
year the Jewish Federation paid tribute 
to the five local Jewish congregations for 
their efforts in promoting Israel education 
and advocacy. In presenting plaques with 
an image of the Jerusalem Kotel to the 
presidents of the congregations, Jewish 
Federation Executive Director Mark S. 
Freedman took special note of the suc-
cessful community mission to Israel last 
spring, which included 85 people repre-
senting all five congregations. 

Among those taking it all in were 
Bob and Barbara Woolf. Like the Hellers, 
one of the things they enjoy most about 
the Israel Independence Day celebration 
is that it showcases the Jewish communi-
ty’s cooperation and camaraderie. 

“I love the ruach (spirit),” Barbara 
said.

Bob, a former director of the GJCC, 
also likes the spontaneity and open-
ness of the outdoor venue, noting that 
people from the larger community who 
happened to be visiting the park were 
enjoying the festivities – and even taking 
part in the line dancing. 

“I like the idea of making it a true 
public celebration,” he said. 

The Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration 
always draws a lot of Israelis who are liv-
ing in or just visiting Nashville. 

“We love it,” said Israeli Avi 
Avraham, sitting on blanket with his 
wife, Ina, and their 3-year-old son, 
Ari. The family has been in Nashville 
since 2014. “In Israel, you spend Yom 
Ha’atzmut with your family, and this is 
now our Jewish family.” 

Coordinating the event was Adi Ben 
Dor, the Jewish Federation’s commu-
nity shlicha (Israel emissary), who was 
assisted by a volunteer committee that 
included Yifat Crouvi, Tamar Ginzburg, 
Joe Perlen, Evelyn and Mosh Koch, Jacob 
Kupin, Moises Paz, Michael Dobrin and 
Ted Thaler. 

“It’s so exciting to be celebrating 
Yom Ha’atzmaut in Nashville so far from 
home,” Ben Dor said. 

Alex and Ayelet Berger were there 
with their 18-month-old son, Ruben, who 
was enjoying his first Yom Ha’atzmaut 
celebration even if he didn’t understand 
exactly what it was all about. 

Said Ayelet, “It’s just so amazing to see 
so many people come together like this.” •

Independence

The students perform line dances they had been rehearsing for weeks.

Among the attractions was a bouncy house and slide for the kids. 

It was a near cloudless afternoon, with temperatures ideal for dancing. 

A lot of young faces were painted during the Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration. 

Yom Ha’atzmaut volunteers included (from left) Adi Ben Dor, Jacob Rudin, Sarah 
Motis, Even Rittenberg, Zoe Kress, Robert Kashani, Abimelec Rodriguez and Joe 
Perlen along with Erika Shuman, who sold sweet treats to festivalgoers.
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There were plenty of Israeli flags large and small. 

Jewish Federation Executive Director Mark S. Freedman (right) and community shlicha Adi Ben Dor (left) present plaques to representatives of the city’s five Jewish congre-
gations: Lynn Heady, Congregation Micah president-elect, standing in for Congregation Micah President Jeff Landman; Martin Sir, president of The Temple; Michael Simon, 
president of Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad; Roberta Goodman, president of Congregation Sherith Israel, and Steve Hirsch and Barbara Dab, the newly elected president and 
immediate past president respectively of West End Synagogue. The congregations were honored for their efforts in promoting connections between the city’s Jewish community 
and Israel. 

Among those attending were Israeli Avi Avraham and his wife, Ina, and 3-year-old 
son, Ari. “In Israel, you spend Yom Ha’atzmaut with your family,” he said, “and this 
is now our Jewish family.” 
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Charles 
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as 
jpegs to the e-mail with the related 
news item or story. For material that 
cannot be e-mailed, submissions should 
be sent to Charles Bernsen, The Jewish 
Observer, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 
102, Nashville TN 37205. Photos and 
copy sent by regular mail will not be 
returned unless prior arrangement is 
made. Publication is at the discretion of 
The Observer, which reserves the right 
to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
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to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
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Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.
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From the Federation

Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction 
or clarification, call Editor Charles 
Bernsen at (615) 354-1653 or email him 
at charles@jewishnashville.org.    

Continued from page 1
• Remarks from participants of two 

new initiatives funded with spe-
cial Federation grants: An inter-
faith-couples trip to Israel that was 
led by clergy from The Temple and 
Congregation Micah, and the Jewish 
Federation’s Emerging Leadership 
Initiative aimed at recruiting and 
training young adults to serve on its 
Community Relations Committee. 
The meeting will also include 

updates on two ongoing Jewish 
Federation initiatives. Adam Landa and 
David Steine Jr. will talk about the 
successful launch of Nashville’s partic-
ipation in in Life & Legacy, a program 
of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
aimed at helping Jewish agencies secure 
endowment funding. Landa is the chair 
of the development committee of the 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, and Steine is the 
captain of the Jewish Federation’s Life 
& Legacy team.

Steve Hirsch, the Federation board’s 
vice president, and Carol Hyatt, its 
immediate past president, will talk about 
Best Jewish Nashville 2.0, a communi-
ty blueprint for planning and funding 
priorities for the next five years.  All of 
the volunteers who participated in the 
BJN2.0 effort will be recognized and 
thanked at the annual meeting.

The meeting, which is underwritten 
by SEI, the Jewish Federation’s invest-
ment manager, will be preceded by a 
6 p.m. reception honoring the original 

legacy donors on the Federation’s Book 
of Life video display in the lobby of the 
GJCC as well as those who have pledged 
new endowment contributions as part of 
the Life & Legacy initiative. 

Russ and his wife, Marissa, are both 
Nashville natives. They have two chil-
dren – Eli, 8, and Miriam, 6.  Russ says 
he got an early exposure to communal 
voluntarism through his father, Phil, 
who was president of The Temple and 
active in the Jewish Federation. Indeed, 
his own involvement began in 2005 
through The Temple, where he has 
served on the board as chair of the bud-
get committee. 

As a Jewish Federation board mem-
ber, Russ served three years on the Grants 
Committee, including two as its co-chair. 
His involvement in JFS began when he 
joined the board seven years ago and he 
will become president of the Jewish social 
service agency this month. 

“One of the things that’s so reward-
ing about JFS,” he said, “is that you can 
put your hands on and know you are 
helping people in your own community.” 

Likewise, Russ is well aware of the 
impact the Jewish Federation on the 
lives of individual community mem-
bers. He was among the 85-person 
contingent on the Jewish Federation’s 
mission to Israel last year, his first trip 
to the Jewish state. 

“I was able to go on that trip because 
of the Federation,” he said. “It’s just one 
example of the tangible ways individuals 
can benefit from the Federation.”  •

 
 
   

Annual Meeting

Nominees for 2017-2018 Board Officers (1-year term)

Lisa Perlen, president
Lori Fishel, vice president

Steve Hirsch, secretary
Michael Doochin, treasurer

Elected Board Members (3-year term)

Aron Karabel
David Levy

David Steine, Jr.
Janet Weismark

Continuing Board Members

 (Terms expiring in 2018) (Terms expiring in 2019)
 Tara Axelroth Mark Cohen
 Didi Biesman Adram Dretler
 Mindy Hirt Leslie Newman
 David Schwartz Jeremy Werthan

Board of Rabbis Representative (2017-2018)

Rabbi Saul Strosberg

President’s Memo

By LISA PERLEN

A
s you sit down to read 
this, we will have cele-
brated and commemo-
rated the “Yoms” – Yom 
Hashoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance Day), 

Yom Hazikaron (Israel 
Memorial Day), and 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 
(Israel Independence 
Day). All three were 
remarkable community 
events that represent 
just a small sample of 
the programming that 
the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
funds through your gifts. We take seri-
ously our mission to promote the gener-
al welfare, viability and cohesiveness of 
the Nashville-area Jewish community 
and to ensure the continuity of the 
Jewish people locally, in Israel and 
around the world. 

Much of that programming and the 
people who help make it happen will be 
highlighted at the Jewish Federation’s 
annual meeting on Wednesday, June 
14 at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center. I encourage you to join us as 
we recognize the exceptional work of 
everyone involved in the Best Jewish 
Nashville 2.0 study teams. As a result 
of their work, we have exciting innova-
tions in programming, some of which we 
will introduce at the meeting.  

Another meeting highlight will be 
the presentation of the Sandy Averbuch 
Young Leadership Award to Manuel 

Reflections on the annual meeting

Lisa Perlen

Benjamin “Ben” Russ. The award has 
been presented annually for more than 
four decades to a young adult commu-
nity member or members who demon-
strate outstanding leadership potential, 
but this will be the first time it is pre-
sented in the name of Sandy Averbuch 
(z’’l), who was its first recipient in 1971. 
Sandy, who went on to serve as president 
of the Jewish Federation and chair of 
the Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, was an outstanding 
steward of volunteers, young and old. 

To ensure the continuity of the 
local Jewish community, you will hear 
about the Life & Legacy Program we 
have initiated, a program funded in part 
by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 
Thirteen teams from our Jewish com-
munity agencies are participating in this 
program to endow our future. Help us 
build and sustain the Nashville Jewish 
community by answering the call. You’ll 
be happy that you did. 

Lastly, I wish to share with the 
community that Federation Executive 
Director Mark Freedman has announced 
his retirement effective June 30, 2018. 
As you will hear at the annual meeting, 
Mark’s tenure will culminate with a 
number of incredible events and pro-
grams that he will bring to fruition 
during his final year. 

For more information on all of this 
and more, please mark your calendars 
and plan to join us for the annual meet-
ing. I hope to see each of you there. 

Lisa Perlen is board president of the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

Israeli doctors build ties to Nashville on P2G exchange trip
By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
hree doctors from Hadera, 
Israel packed a lot into a 
four-day visit to Nashville 
last month: They toured 
and talked with physicians 
and staff at the Vanderbilt 

University Medical Center, Monroe 
Carell Children’s Hospital, Meharry 
Medical College, and Abe’s Garden 
Alzheimer’s and Memory Care Center 
of Excellence. 

Three doctors from Hadera, Israel 
packed a lot into a four-day visit to 
Nashville last month: They toured and 
talked with physicians and staff at the 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
Monroe Carell Children’s Hospital, 
Meharry Medical College, and Abe’s 
Garden Alzheimer’s and Memory Care 
Center of Excellence. 

But as part of the Partnership2Gether 
initiative that seeks to strengthen ties 
between Israel and the Jewish diaspora, 
this trip was as much about building per-
sonal relationships among Jews as pro-
fessional relationships among physicians. 

So Drs. Simcha Meisel, Yaron 
River and Alon Nevet stayed in the 
homes of local physicians, and their 
itinerary included visits and meals with 
local religious and communal leaders, 
a quiet – or at least unscheduled – 
Shabbat with their hosts, and, yes, tours 

of Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park, 
the Capitol, the downtown farmer’s mar-
ket, the Parthenon and Centennial Park.

All three doctors are associated with 
Hadera’s Hillel Yaffe Medical Center, a 
50-year-old hospital that serves a diverse 
population of 450,000. Meisel is the 
director of cardiac care and a professor 
at the medical school associated with 
the center. River is chair of the neurol-

ogy department, and Nevet is the former 
senior physician in the pediatric emer-
gency care department and now serves as 
the medical assistant and advisor to the 
medical center’s director. 

They were participating in the latest 
P2G exchange trip between the Hadera-
Eiron region in northwest Israel and 
Nashville, one of 11 cities in the P2G 
Southeast Consortium. Other exchange 
trips and projects have involved teachers, 
students, artists, firefighters, musicians 

and business entrepreneurs. 
The P2G exchange involving doc-

tors was the idea of Dr. Stewart Perlman. 
The retired Nashville anesthesiologist 
and his wife, Suzy, have twice hosted 
Israeli teachers visiting Nashville on P2G 
exchange trips, and through the program 
they have built deep friendships with a 
number of Israelis.

“There’s something unique about the 
bond these trips create between American 
and Israeli Jews,” said Perlman, who 
hopes to lead a delegation of Nashville 
doctors to Israel next spring. “To me 
that’s more important than even the pro-
fessional relationships.”  

For River, the P2G exchange visit to 
Knoxville and Nashville was eye open-
ing. Though he received part of his train-
ing in pain management at the Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New 
York, he said had little knowledge of 
American Jewry and was impressed by 
a Nashville Jewish community that he 
described as “live, creative and dynamic.” 

Nevet said he was impressed that 
the Nashville Jewish community was so 
diverse yet also cooperative. “To find plu-
ralism and togetherness is always good,” 
he said. “There is so much fruitful cross-
talk and cooperation.”

With another group of doctors from 
Hadera scheduled to visit Jacksonville, 
Fla., in a few months and a Nashville 
delegation headed to Hadera-Eiron next 
year, Nevet said,  “We look forward to an 
ongoing relationship.” •

Beth Zeitlin (left), director of marketing and development for Abe’s Garden, explains 
the history and mission of the Alzheimer’s and memory care center to Israeli Drs. 
Simcah Meisel (second from left), Yaron River (fourth from left) and Alon Nevet (far 
right). The physicians visited Nashville last month as part of a Partnership2Gether 
exchange trip. With them are Dr. Stewart Perlman, who chaired the exchange visit, 
and Harriet Schiftan, associate director of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. 

A 
consortium of Jewish 
media and communal 
organizations in Israel 
and the United States 
is offering a series of 12 
short videos this month 

marking the 50th anniversary of the Six 
Day War.

The war, which took place on June 
5-10, marked a pivotal turn in the his-
tory of the Middle East and the Jewish 
people. Israel’s seemingly miraculous 
victory, including the capture of East 
Jerusalem and the Western Wall, was a 
transformational experience for Israelis 
and Jews around the world. Yet it also 

Series of short videos explores 
the context and impact of the Six 
Day War on its 50th anniversary

left many issues unresolved and created 
others that still resonate – the “two 
state solution,” Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank, the future of Jerusalem. 

“50 Years Ago Today” is an effort to 
bring historical context to the war and its 
impact. It consists of 12 videos, each two 
to three minutes long, that will be made 
available throughout the month to those 
who sign up at www.sixdaywarproject.org. 

The videos are a project of The 
Jerusalem Post, JerusalemU, the Jewish 
Federations of North America, the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the 
Israel Action Network and the Center 
for Israel Education. •

Jay Shuckart was on hand last month 
when Julie Kohner, CEO of Voices of 
the Generations, shared her mother’s 
Holocaust survival story with more than 
30 Lions of Judahs and Pomegranates 
at their annual luncheon. His father, 
U.S. Army Corp. Harold Shuckart, 
was among the troops who liberat-
ed Kohner’s mother, Hannah Block 
Kohner, at the end of World War II, and 
was instrumental in reuniting her with 
her first love, Walter. When the elder 
Kohner’s story was featured on “This 
is Your Life” television series in 1953, 
it marked the first time the Holocaust 
was addressed on national television 
in the United States.  The Lions of 
Judah program recognizes women who 
make individual commitments of at 
least $5,000 to the annual campaign 
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee while the 
Pomegranate Society includes women 
who make individual commitments of 
at least $1,800.

A Poignant Reunion
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Congregational news & events

@ The Temple
Two Tennessee Temples going to Spain 
next year

The Temple of Nashville and Temple Israel of Memphis are planning a joint trip 
to Spain in February that will focus on the country’s rich Jewish history and heritage. 

The trip will be from Feb. 15-22, and it will be led by Rabbi Mark and Harriet 
Schiftan of The Temple and Rabbi Micah and Sheril Greenstein of Temple Israel. 

The trip is being coordinated through AZRA World Jewish Heritage Tours. Those 
who wish to participate can register by calling the customer service center at (888) 
811-2812 (Ext.1) or online through the AZRA website at http://www.arzaworld.com/. 
The cost is $2,929 per person, excluding air fare. 

Rabbi Shapiro will lead session on 
Kabbalah, the heart of Jewish spirituality 

Rabbi Rami Shapiro will lead a series of free sessions during June on a variety of 
spiritual practices that have grown out of the Jewish mystical tradition.

Sessions for “Everyday Kabbalah: Exploring the Heart of Jewish Spirituality” will 
be at 7 p.m. at The Temple on Wednesday June 7, 14, 21 and 28. A special Shabbat 
session will be held ofrom 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday, June 24. The sessions will 
cover topics like Jewish meditative practices and pitron chalomot, Jewish dream inter-
pretations. 

Summer song sessions will focus 
on newest Reform music 

Cantor Tracy Fishbein will lead a series of casual, fun and informative song sessions 
this month for those interested in learning some of the newest music of the Reform 
movement.  

All that’s required is a love of singing and a desire to learn more about these ener-
gizing and innovative Jewish tunes. The sessions will be from 6-7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
27; Tuesday, July 25, and Tuesday, Aug. 22. 

Sha-Bonnaroo returns to 
The Temple on June 9 

For those who aren’t able to make it to the Bonaroo Music and Arts Festival, The 
Temple is bringing back Sha-Bonnaroo on Friday, June 9. 

The groovy Shabbat experience will feature contemporary music by some of The 
Temple’s own musical rock stars.

Also this month at The Temple …
• A tribute to the Securing Tomorrow Today campaign chairs, leadership cabinet and 

volunteers will be held during the Shabbat Service at 6 p.m. on Friday, June 9.
• The first summer session of Lunch with the Rabbi will be at 11:30 a.m. on June 15. 
• The Golden Lunch Bunch will meet at 11:30 a.m. on June 6t and 20t at 11:30 a.m. 

For more information, contact Anna Sir. 
• Emily Siner will moderate an interfaith discussion by West Nashville clergy on guid-

ing congregations in difficult times. “Where personal beliefs and Congregational 
Expectations Collide: A Candid Conversation” will be from 7-8:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 6 at The Temple and will be followed by a reception. 

@ West End

WES students Abby Landa and Shayna 
Rosenbloom win annual awards 

Beit Miriam, the West End Synagogue religious school, celebrated teachers and 
students during a final day ceremony on May 7 when it presented awards to two out-
standing students. 

Abby Clair Landa received the 2017 Simon and Alven Ghertner Award for 
Excellence in Hebrew while Shayna Dori Rosenbloom received the 2017 Anna 
Isenstein Teacher Aide Appreciation Award.

The Ghernter Award was presented by Frank Ghertner, son of Alven Ghertner 
and grandson of Simon Ghertner, who noted that it marked the 72nd year the award 
has been presented to an outstanding 7th grader at West End.

“Abby Landa showed leadership and drive in her studies at Beit Miriam, and in her 
preparation to become bat mitzvah,” said Sharon Paz, director of lifelong at West End. 
“She evidenced a desire to understand what she was reading and worked hard to express 
herself in conversational Hebrew.   She read three full columns of the Torah at her Bat 
Mitzvah along with the longest Haftarah of the entire liturgical year.”

Paz said Abby also used her skills to help other students, tutoring her peers in 
various prayers, and helping them with trope. She is the daughter of Valerie and Adam 
Landa.

The Isenstein Award was created by Joel Isenstein and Linda Nathenson in mem-
ory of their daughter Anna. It award includes a scholarship to be used for higher edu-
cation and is presented annually to a graduating senior and teacher’s aide who shows 
unusual excellence and dedication to Beit Miriam and its students. 

 Paz said Shayna worked as a teacher’s aide two days a week at Beit Miriam, where 
she assisted in Hebrew classes and tefilah classes and worked with the consecration 
students. One of the teacher’s she assisted said “Shayna knew almost every student in 
the school and quickly stepped in on her own initiative when she saw a need to redirect 
student behavior,” Paz said. 

Shayna, who will be attending Washington University in the fall, is the daughter 
of Ellie and Trent Rosenbloom. 

Special service will honor departing 
Rabbi Joshua Barton

West end will have a special Shabbat morning service and Kiddush luncheon on 
July 1 to honor Rabbi Joshua Barton, who is leaving his post at the end of June. 

 Rabbi Barton has been part of the staff since 2015, leading services and lifecycle 
events, tutoring b’nai mitzvah students, davening and sharing simchas. The lunch will 
be catered by Goldie Shepard.  

Also at West End …
The congregation elected a new board and officers at its annual meeting on May 

6 including Steve Hirsch, president; Karen Weil, executive vice president; Stephen 
Potash, first vice president; Batia Karabel, second vice president; Daniel Levin, treasur-
er, and Robin Cohen, secretary. Barbara Dab is serving as the immediate past president. 

Sharon Paz, Shayna Rosenbloom and 
Joel IsensteinAbby Landa and Frank Ghertner

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennesseeat www.jewishnashville.org

Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!

The Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org

Advertise in our Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by 
taking advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,Advertising Manager to place your professional listing.  
Phone 615-354-1699 or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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Congregational news & events

@ Micah@ Chabad

Chabad celebrates 18 years in Nashville 
while honoring Bill Haslam, Bernie Pargh 
and Dianne Berry

About 250 guests attended an April 30 gala at Chabad of Nashville where, in 
addition a celebration of Chabad’s 18th year in Nashville, three people received special 
awards Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam was presented with the Friend of Israel Award, 
Bernie Pargh received the Jewish Leadership Award, and Dianne Berry received the 
Eishet Chayil Award. 

Rabbi Levi Klein, executive director of Chabad of Tennessee, read a letter of the 
Rebbe’s blessings for the freedoms in this great country of the United States and the 
wisdom to use them well. The guests watched a video portraying the joy Chabad has 
brought the community in the past 18 years. 

They also heard Doug and Adele Revere, who spoke of the kindness and values 
that will be shared in the Jewish Montessori Preschool that will open at Chabad in 
August. Special honorees Boaz and Tali Ramon spoke about the importance of this 
great day, and recognized the many volunteers that make Chabad the warm and wel-
coming place it is for all who walk through its doors.

Chabad Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther Tiechtel thanked the honorees and all the 
friends, who with their support, make the Chabad’s programming a reality.  Berry spoke 
of the joy of volunteerism while Pargh talked about the value of community. 

For his part, Haslam quoted from the Book of Jeremiah and talked about the Jewish 
people’s search for shalom (peace), prosperity and stability wherever they live. 

Chabad to host June 24 tribute to the Rebbe
Chabad of Nashville will host a special Shabbat lunch on June 24 in honor of the 

Rabbi M. M. Schneerson on the 23rd anniversary of passing.
Referred to by many as “the Rebbe,” Rabbi Schneerson was a Russian-born Orthodox 

Jew who led a revival of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement following the Holocaust and is 
recognized as one of the most influential Jewish leaders of the 20th Century. 

“The Rebbe revolutionized the way we think of ourselves as people,” said Rabbi 
Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad of Nashville. “He taught us to think of the Jewish people 
as a single whole, as a community, in which every individual is irreplaceable, and to 
embrace every Jew with the same concern and devotion.”

Shabbat morning services are at 10 a.m and will be followed at 12:15 by a kiddush 
lunch and farbengen in honor of this occasion. In addition to the meal, it will include 
L’Chaim, Hasidic melodies and words of inspiration. A special guest speaker will share 
stories and insights about the Rebbe and impact on Jewish society.

Rabbi Shlomo Tiechtel will lecture on 
King David on final day of Shavuot

 Rabbi Shlomo Tiechtel of New York will wrap up a three-day visit as scholar in 
residence at Chabad of Nashville on June 1, the second day of Shavuot, with a 6:30 
p.m. lecture titled “Will the Real King David Please Stand Up” focusing on one of the 
great figures in Jewish history.

The father of Chabad of Nashville Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, Rabbi Shlomo 
Tiechtel is a longtime teacher at the Yeshiva University High School for Girls and 
the university’s Judaic Studies Department. He also has served as a consultant at the 
Machon Chana Institute for Higher Learning. Rabbi Tiechtel’s visit, which includ-
ed a lecture on May 30, was made possible by a grant from the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. For more information go to www.chabadnashville.
com, or call (615) 646-5750.

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam (center) was the recipient of the Friend of Israel Award 
at the April 30 gala celebrating Chabad of Nashville’s 18th year in Nashville. With 
him are (from left) Rabbi Levi Klein, executive director of Chabad of Tennessee; Boaz 
Ramon; Tommy Bernard, president of Chabad of Nashville, and Chabad of Nashville 
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel.  

Kirby and Abelson will be honored at 
service following annual meeting 

Congregation Micah will hold its annual meeting and dinner at 5:30 p.m. on June 
23. It will be followed by a special Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m. featuring the annul 
Micah Mensch Awards and Shabbat Shaband. Leslie Kirby and Rich Abelson will be 
honored for their service to Micah. 

Also this month at Micah …
• A screening of the provocative movie “Remember” at 1 p.m. on June 4 will be fol-

lowed by a discussion led by Rebecca Millman and Ron Galbraith. 
• Deborah Levine, author of Liberator’s Daughter, will talk about her father’s letters 

detailing his role as a liberator in Nazi Germany during Lunch N’ Learn from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. The Liberator’s Daughter has been named a finalist in the “Memoirs” 
category of the 2017 Next Generation Indie Book Awards. Bring a brown-bag 
lunch, Micah will provide drinks and desserts. 

• The Micah Office will be closed the week of June 26 for its annual staff Vision 
Week.

• A Woman’s Circle will take its summer hiatus in June and July and return at the 
home of Ann Light on Aug. 18. Details will follow in July. 

Staff and volunteers from Congregation Micah staffed an information booth at the 
community Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration last month at Red Caboose Park.

81st Annual Meeting
Wednesday,  June 14, 2017
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“Shalom Y’all” – new CD is a collaboration between 
Akiva students and local music industry professionals 

By JULIE FORTUNE

A
kiva School has released 
a CD called “Shalom 
Y’all,” a collaboration 
between students at the 
Jewish day school and 
several of Nashville’s 

accomplished professional musicians and 
producers. 

“Shalom Ya’ll” is the brain-child of 
Akiva Principal Daniella Pressner and 
Rabbi Saul Strosberg, who teaches music 
to 3rd through 6th graders at Akiva, 
Nashville’s Jewish day school for grades 
K-6. They enlisted help from Lisa Silver, 
cantorial soloist at Congregation Micah 
and the K-2 music teacher at Akiva.

The album has 13 songs – eight of 
which are in Hebrew – and includes 

three original songs co-written by Silver 
and Akiva’s K-2 students as well as 
an additional original song: the Akiva 
Anthem. The album also pays respect 
to Nashville’s folk and country roots, 
featuring Akiva students performing 
“This Land Is Your Land” by folk legend 
Woody Guthrie.

“Located in Nashville, we are so for-
tunate to be surrounded by some of the 
most talented musicians, producers and 
engineers in the world,” said Pressner. 
“From songwriting, auditioning, singing 
and recording, creating this album has 
truly been an exciting, enriching and one-
of-a-kind opportunity for our students.”

Silver is a Grammy-nominated sing-
er/songwriter, studio musician and vocal-
ist who has written more than 50 songs 
recorded by artists like Alabama, Reba 
McEntire and the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. 
She also has produced records for Chet 
Atkins, Faith Hill and Brenda Lee. 

“I loved seeing the students get 
excited about the recording process,” 
Silver said. “I hope everyone will enjoy 
listening to the project as much as we 
enjoyed creating it.”

The school held a release party 
last month, and the CD is available 
for purchase for $18 for one or $36 for 
three at the school, the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center or area synagogues. 
It can also be purchased online at http://
www.akivanashville.net/.  Funds from 
album sales will be used to support the 
school.

Silver co-produced the album along 
with Pressner and Rabbi Strosberg 
with support from Akiva parent Jessica 
Kullock. The engineer was Bruce Dees, 
a longtime producer, engineer, guitarist 
and singer who has worked with musi-
cal stars of the past 50 years, including 
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Ray Charles, 
James Brown, Willie Nelson, Vince Gill, 
Amy Grant, Chet Atkins and Randy 
Travis. Dees’ assistant engineer was 
Dylan Liverman, musician and graduate 
of Belmont University’s audio engineer-
ing program. Rabbi Strosberg provided 
the keyboard tracks, with additional key-
boards by Musician’s Hall of Fame mem-
ber Clayton Ivey. Dees played guitar, and 
Silver played guitar, violin and fiddle. 

The songs were recorded on the 
Akiva School campus and at Homework, 
Bruce Dees’ recording studio. 

The album was made possible with 
support of Akiva parents and The Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, The Miles Organization Inc., 
Franklin and Lana Pargh, Nashville Psych, 
Congregation Micah, Congregation 
Sherith Israel, The Temple and West 
End Synagogue.

“Who knows,” said Tony McLarty, 
Executive Director of Akiva. “For some 
students, this could be the beginning of a 
successful career in music.”  •

Led by Lisa Silver, Akiva School students record part of their new CD “Shalom Y’all” 
in the school’s lobby. 

Please support the 
businesses that advertise 

in the Observer and 
help support our 

community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...
you saw their ad here!
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Brewer and Fleischer to 
be honored at JFS annual 
meeting on June 8 

J
ewish Family Service will hold 
its annual meeting on Thursday, 
June 8 when it will install new 
executive board members and 
directors, honor outgoing direc-
tors, and present awards to  two    

 people involved with JFS, Jim  
 Brewer and Lynn Fleischer.

The meeting, which is open to the 
entire community, will be from 7-8 p.m. 
in the board room of the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. It will be followed 
by a dessert reception. Those who plan 
to attend are asked to RSVP at (615) 
356-4234.

The JFS executive board slate for 
2017 is Ben Russ, president; Nan Speller, 
vice-president; Nancy Flexer, secretary; 
Steve Lapidus, treasurer; Howard Safer, 
immediate past-president, and Kathy 
Caplan and Stan Schklar, executive com-
mittee members at large. New Board mem-
bers elected for a 3 year term include Adam 
Hyatt, Teri Kasselberg, Brian Lapidus, 
Danielle Mendelson and Evan Rittenberg.  

Brewer, who is with Marshall, 
Donnelly and Combs Funeral Home, will 
be presented with the Chaver (friend) 
Award for providing outstanding assis-
tance to JFS through collaboration and 
volunteer contributions to the agency’s 
mission. Brewer works with JFS to ensure 
that indigent burials take place with the 
most dignity and respect and is a tre-
mendous resource of information for the 
agency’s social workers, said JFS President 
Howard Safer. 

“It is JFS’s privi-
lege to honor Jim just 
as he honors families 
in the Jewish commu-
nity at our most diffi-
cult time,” he said.

Fleischer, archi-
vist for the Jewish 
Community Archives 
at the GJCC, will be 
receiving the Ruach 
(spirit) Award for out-
standing contributions 
to the president, board 
and the organization. 
Through her participa-
tion in Sow and Grow, 

she was instrumental 
in helping to launch JFS’s Hanukkah 
Gifts Program in 1993 and continues 
to be involved 24 years later, said JFS 
Executive Director Pam Kelner. 

“Anytime Lynn passes a room where 
something is being done, whether that is 
stuffing envelopes for JFS’s Friends cam-
paign or setting tables for Chesed, she is 
there to help with a smile and her won-
derful spirit, hence honoring her with 
the Ruach award is most appropriate,” 
Kelner said.

Fleischer’s voluntarism has ranged 
from serving on the executive boards of 
The Magazine Circle, Sow and Grow 
Garden Club, National Conference 
of Jewish Women, and as president of 
Women’s American ORT, The Temple 
Sisterhood and Benton Hall PTO.  •

Lynn Fleischer

Jim Brewer

JFS Chesed Dinner 

Participants in “Rosh Hodesh: It’s a Girl’s Thing!,” a Jewish Family Service pro-
gram for tween and teenage girls, perform a cantata about the program’s impact 
on their lives during the annual JFS Chesed Dinner last month at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center. They are (from left) Kimberly Kiepek, Shoshana 
Kelner, Bella Barocas, Lilly Yalowitz, Samara Kirith and Shayna Rosenbloom.
About 260 people attended the annual fundraiser, where Elaine Parker (center, 
bottom photo) and Lisa and Mike Shmerling were presented the annual Chesed 
Award, hand-crafted Hebraic papercut art by Kim Phillips. The dinner raised 
about $60,000 for JFS, which provides professional social services from Jewish 
perspectives that respond to and support individuals and families through life’s 
transitions. (Photos by Rick Malkin).

Seeking Preschool Director

The Jewish Montessori Preschool located at the Genesis 
Campus for Jewish Life will open this fall with one toddler 
and one primary class.  We are seeking to hire a dynamic 
and enthusiastic preschool director with Montessori 
experience. At first, the director will have dual roles as 
a director/teacher and eventually move into a full time 
director role.

Working alongside our Jewish Educator, the director will 
be responsible for all aspects of the operation, including, 
but not limited to creating and maintaining a positive 
culture and positive relationships with the families and 
children, leading and mentoring the sta, complying with 
all state requirements and ensuring the program quality 
meets the high standards we have set.

To be a strong fit for this opportunity the director will 
have:

• A Bachelor’s Degree or higher in Child Development
• A warm and positive demeanor
• Exceptional leadership and communication skills
• A proactive spirit, high motivation, and the ability to 

work independently
• A demonstrated habit of accuracy and reliability

We oer a competitive salary, comprehensive benefits, 
a generous allotment of paid time o, sick leave, paid 
holidays and bonus opportunities.

This is an exciting opportunity to help establish a 
school from the ground up. Email your resume with 
salary requirements and cover letter to Cheri Lindsley at 
jewishmontessoripreschoolinfo@gmail.com .
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Continued from page 1
Vice President and all the officials of 
this land … put into their hearts to deal 
kindly with us and all Israel.” 

Just as important, by asking for a 
divine blessing on the head of govern-
ment, the traditional prayer introduced 
partisan politics into the synagogue wor-
ship experience. 

“During the Bush presidency, some 
people refused to stand for the prayer or 
recite it,” said Kelner. “And during the 
Obama presidency, some people were 
spitting out the words [in anger].”

So with the blessing of Sherith Israel 
Rabbi Saul Strosberg, Kelner and con-
gregational President Roberta Goodman 
spearheaded an effort that resulted in 
a new version of the prayer. Kelner 
describes it as “halachically kosher” – 
meaning it maintains the underlying the-
ology that God is the ultimate sovereign 
of human affairs while also reflecting the 
fact that American Jews are full citizens 
of a representative democracy in which 
the people, not elected officials, are the 
source of political authority. 

The new prayer refers to the 
“Sovereign of all worlds … Who has 
commanded all humanity to create 
courts of justice,” and it asks that God 
“protect America’s democracy and bless 
us, the people of the United States, 
who have ordained and established the 
Constitution and the laws of this great 
nation.”    

The creation of the new prayer was a 
true collaborative process. Kelner submit-
ted a draft to a congregational committee 
that included three other Vanderbilt 
Jewish studies professors – Amy-Jill 
Levine, Jay Geller and Lenn Goodman 
– as well as Roberta Goodman and Rabbi 
Stosberg, all of whom contributed revi-

sions. The committee also crowd-sourced 
the draft, and wound up using suggestions 
from Rabbis Daniel Kirzane of Overland 
Park, Kan., and Jason Rubenstein, dean 
of students at New York City’s Yeshivat 
Hadar, as well as Don Seeman, an asso-
ciate professor with the Tam Institute 
for Jewish Studies at  Emory University. 
In some instances, the committee also 
adopted language used by other congre-
gations, including Darchei Noam, an 
independent minyan in New York.    

Aside from creating a prayer that 
reflects a contemporary political theol-
ogy as well as themes found in the U.S. 
Constitution, the committee also sought 
to maintain linguistic continuity and a 
connection to the prayer’s history and 
Jewish scripture.

The final version of the prayer was 
approved by the Sherith Israel board and 
introduced during a Shabbat service on 
Jan. 7, just a few weeks before the inau-
guration of President Donald Trump. But 
Kelner emphasized that the effort had 
begun long before Trump’s election. 

“This is the text we would have pre-
sented if it had been Hillary instead of 
Donald,” he told congregants during the 
d’var Torah introducing the prayer. “And 
that’s the point. The prayer for the gov-
ernment should not put us in a partisan 
space. Not in the shul. Not on shabbes.” 

The origins of the prayer for the 
government are unclear. The earliest ver-
sion dates to about 1,000 years ago when 
the Jews of Egypt prayed for the welfare 
of al-Amir, the caliph. Over the years, 
Jews reciting the prayer in one form or 
another have blessed kings and queens, 
emperors and czars, presidents and prime 
ministers – even the pope. 

Because rabbinic authorities do 
not consider it to be commanded by 
the Torah, the Ha-noten Teshu’ah has 
often been amended by Orthodox Jewish 

Prayer communities. Early American versions 
mentioned George Washington and 
other leaders by name, for instance, 
but Orthodox congregations eventu-
ally substituted general references to 
“the President” and “elected officials.” 
(Reform and Conservative congregations 
have long had their own more contempo-

rary versions of the prayer.)   
So in further emending the prayer to 

focus more on the people and the nation 
than the government itself, Kelner said 
Sherith Israel is following a long tradi-
tion of Orthodox Jews who have adapted 
it to more accurately reflect their politi-
cal circumstances. •

The traditional Ha-noten Teshua’ah, prayer for the government 
He who grants salvation to kings and dominion to rulers, whose kingdom is a 

kingdom spanning all eternity, who releases David his servant from the evil sword, who 
places a road in the sea and a path in the mighty waters, may he bless The President, 
the Vice President, and all the Constituted Officers of Government of this Land.  The 
King who reigns over Kings in his mercy may he protect them from every trouble, woe, 
and injury, may he rescue them and put into their hearts and into the hearts of all their 
councilors compassion to do good with us and with all Israel, our brethren.  In their days 
and in ours, may Judah be saved and may Israel dwell securely, and may the Redeemer 
come to Zion.  So may it be his will, and let us say: Amen.

Congregation Sherith Israel’s new “Prayer for Our Country” 
(with annotation)

Sovereign of all worlds, Who delivers David from the evil sword and makes a way 
in the sea and a path through the mighty waters, Who has commanded all humanity 
to create courts of justice—Preserve and protect America’s democracy and bless us, the 
people of the United States, who have ordained and established the Constitution and 
laws of this great land. Shed Your spirit on all its inhabitants. Plant love, fellowship, 
peace and friendship among us, and uproot all hate, envy, and strife from our hearts. 
May You, Who grants each person understanding, give us the wisdom faithfully to place 
in all our gates leaders who revere truth and despise corruption. Enable us and our cho-
sen representatives to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with You, our God. 
Grant that we proclaim liberty throughout the land, to all the inhabitants thereof. Let 
abundance flow from the work of our hands and wisdom grow among all the people of 
this land. Strengthen the hands of those who guard America’s freedoms and fill them 
with Your spirit, so that our country may ever be a light unto nations. May Judah be 
saved and Israel dwell securely, and may the Redeemer come to Zion, speedily in our 
days. May this be God’s will, and let us say: Amen.

Sovereign of all worlds: A form of address that draws attention to Divine aspects 
bearing on the realm of the political. The name affirms that sovereignty rests ultimately 
with God.

Who delivers David… mighty waters: A traditional formulation, expressing sober 
awareness that governments can often oppress, and affirming God as the source of 
liberation in lands of our oppression and an acknowledgment that these shores have 
provided haven to many persecuted Jews.

Who has commanded all humanity to create courts of justice: In focusing on the delega-
tion of sovereignty from God to all humanity, this reference to the Noahide laws locates 
republican democracy within a Jewish political theology. Here, sovereignty flows from 
God, not to kings who rule over subjects, but to citizens who elect representatives.

Preserve and protect America’s democracy… this great land: A blessing for the polity 
as a whole, for its democratic nature and rule of law, and for those, including ourselves, 
who exercise sovereignty as citizens.

Plant love, fellowship, peace and friendship: Ketubot 8a. 

Uproot all hate, envy, and strife: Adapted from R’ Louis Ginzberg’s 1927 prayer for 
the government, based on Hechalot Rabbati 20:6.

Who grants each person understanding, give us the wisdom: Adapted from the daily 
shemonah esreh (amidah) prayer. 

Place in all our gates: Devarim 16:18

Leaders who revere truth and despise corruption: Shemot 18:21
 
Act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly: Micah 6:8

Proclaim liberty throughout the land, to all the inhabitants thereof: Vayikra 25:10. 
Inscribed on the Liberty Bell and also invoked in the prayer for the country penned in 
1807 by R’ Gershom Seixas for his congregation, Shearith Israel (NY), the first syna-
gogue in the United States.

Let abundance flow from the work of our hands: cf. Psalm 90:17

Strengthen the hands of those who guard: cf. prayer for the state of Israel. Encompassing 
all who guard our freedoms, including our military, free press, citizens’ groups, etc.

Fill them with Your spirit: cf. Zechariah 4:6

Light unto nations: Isaiah 49:6

May Judah be saved… speedily in our days: A traditional ending for Jewish prayers 
for the government. We pray for our country even as we await a messianic redemption 
to Jerusalem rebuilt.
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two bottles 
of wine.*

time of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases
of gift cards, previous purchases or
discounted, sale or clearance items.
Limit one coupon per customer, per

pires 12/31/17 .

case of wine 
purchase.*

Wine for any wine purchase of 12
750ml bottles or 6 1.5L bottles or

be presented at time of purchase and
cannot be combined with any other

on purchases of gift cards, previous
purchases or discounted, sale or
clearance items. Limit one coupon
per customer, per visit please. No

12/31/17.

       any beer
purchase of

$20.00 or more.*

Wine for any high gravity beer pur-
chase exceeding $20.00 before

time of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases
of gift cards, previous purchases or
discounted, sale or clearance items.
Limit one coupon per customer, per

pires 12/31/17.

$100 off any banquet room rental 
through February 28, 2018

with this coupon
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By CHARLES BERNSEN

R
abbi Aaron Finkelstein 
is leaving this position 
at Congregation Sherith 
Israel to become the 
middle school rabbi for a 
large Jewish day school in 

Los Angeles. 
In an email to the congregation and 

other members of the Jewish commu-
nity, Rabbi Finkelstein said he and his 
wife, Julie Sugar, will make the move 
to Southern California this summer in 
time for him to begin his job with the 
Milken Community Schools in August. 
Sugar will continue to work remotely as 
a writer for YiddishPOP.

“While we are excited for this new 
adventure, it is also very bittersweet,” said 
Rabbi Finkelstein, who serves as a Hebrew 
language and Jewish studies instructor at 
Akiva School in addition to his duties as 
assistant rabbi at Sherith Israel. 

“Sherith Israel, Akiva and the 
Nashville Jewish community have been 
our home and our family for the past 
three years. We look forward to visiting 
in the future and reconnecting with all 
of the amazing people that make it so 
special. Thank you to the entire com-
munity for the faith you have put in me 
and the questions you have asked me. It 
has been a privilege to serve as your rabbi 
and teacher,” he said.

Sherith Israel Rabbi Saul Strosberg 
said Rabbi Finkelstein and Sugar have 

Rabbi Finkelstein leaving Nashville for position 
with Jewish day school in Los Angeles

been “a beloved and integral presence 
in our community from the moment 
they set foot in Nashville three short 
years ago and have played a role in many 
of the new programs at Sherith Israel 
and the community beyond, including 
the Maccabinis play space for toddlers, 
Women’s Tefillah, and much more.”

The congregation’s president, Robert 
Goodman, said the couple has had “a 
profoundly positive impact on both the 
Sherith Israel and broader Jewish com-
munities … They have conveyed a real 
love for Judaism and klal Israel in every 
interaction that they have had in our 
community, whether teaching, organiz-
ing a tefillah group, hosting a group of 
teenagers, delivering a thoughtful sermon 
or being part of life cycle events.”

While there is no search under-
way to replace Rabbi Finkelstein, Rabbi 
Strosberg said Sherith Israel “is always 
looking for ways to expand our staff, 
whether on a part-time or full-time basis, 
as well as sharing certain professionals 
with other organizations.” 

Rabbi Finkelstein grew up in a 
small, collaborative Jewish community 
in Berkeley, Calif. Before coming to 
Nashville in the summer of 2014, he had 
started a similarly collaborative congre-
gation in Prospect Heights, Brooklyn 
that regularly sponsored and participated 
in interdenominational Jewish activities. 

In Nashville, he has been involved in 
educational and community-building ini-
tiatives, especially those aimed at reaching 

out to young adults – NowGen Nashville’s 
monthly get-together called Torah on 
Tap, for example, and an effort aimed 
at nurturing an informal community of 
young adult Jews in East Nashville. 

In addition to her work with 
YiddishPOP, Sugar has been involved 
in a number of communal organizations 
and initiatives in Nashville, includ-
ing Vanderbilt Hillel, the Kosher Hot 
Chicken Festival, the board of the 
National Conference of Jewish Women 
and Sherith Israel’s Women’s Tefilah.

In his new position at the Milken 
Community Schools, Rabbi Finkelstein 
will be joining the staff at one of the 
nation’s largest private Jewish day schools 
with 750 students in grades 7-12. Founded 
in 1984 as the Golda Meir School, it was 
affiliated for many years with the nearby 
Stephen S. Wise Temple, a reform con-
gregation, but the school is now indepen-
dent and non-denominational. 

In addition to thanking his “incred-
ible colleagues” – Rabbi Strosberg and 
Cantor George Lieberman and Akiva 
Principle Daniella Pressner – Rabbi 
Finkelstein ended the email announcing 
his departure by quoting Hillel’s admo-
nition in Pirkei Avot to love and pursue 
peace and to love people and bring them 
closer to Torah. 

“I can think of no better description 
for this community,” he said. “Sherith 
Israel, and the larger Nashville Jewish 
community, exemplifies these values of 
loving others and pursuing peace.” 

Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein and Julie Sugar 
at Vanderbilt Hille’s Israel Fest last 
spring. The couple is moving this sum-
mer to Los Angeles, where he will take a 
job with the Milken Community Schools 
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By NIV ELIS
Israel Cancer Research Fund

NEW YORK — Geopolitical threats 
to the Jewish people may wax and wane, 
but there’s another lethal danger that 
shows no signs of disappearing anytime 
soon: cancer.

Jews are at elevated risk for three 
types of the disease: melanoma, breast 
cancer and ovarian cancer. The perils 
are particularly acute for Jewish women.

The higher prevalence of these ill-
nesses isn’t spread evenly among all 
Jews. The genetic mutations that result 
in higher incidence of cancer are con-
centrated among Ashkenazim — Jews of 
European descent.

“Ashkenazim are a more homoge-
nous population from a genetic point of 
view, whereas the Sephardim are much 
more diverse,” said Dr. Ephrat Levy-
Lahad, director of the Medical Genetics 
Institute at Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center in Jerusalem.

But there is hope. Susceptible pop-
ulations can take certain precautions 
to reduce their risks. Recent medical 
advances have made early detection eas-
ier, significantly lowering the fatality 
rates from some cancers. Cheaper genet-
ic testing is making it much easier for 
researchers to discover the risk factors 
associated with certain cancers. And sci-
entists are working on new approaches to 
fight these pernicious diseases – especial-
ly in Israel, where Ashkenazi Jews make 
up a larger proportion of the population 
than in any other country.

Understanding risk factors and 
learning about preventative measures are 
key to improving cancer survival rates. 

Here’s what you need to know.

Melanoma
Melanoma is the deadliest type of 

skin cancer, representing some 80 per-
cent of skin cancer deaths, and U.S. 
melanoma rates are on the rise. It’s also 
one of the most common forms of cancer 
in younger people, especially women.

Just a decade ago, Israel had the 
second-highest rate of skin cancer in 
the world, behind Australia. One reason 
is that Israel is especially sunny. Some 
credit better education about the dan-
gers of sun exposure for helping reduce 
Israel’s per capita skin cancer rate, now 
18th in the world.

But sun exposure isn’t the whole 
story. Jews in Israel have a higher inci-
dence of melanoma than the coun-
try’s Arab, non-Jewish citizens due to 
a combination of genetics and behav-
ior, according to Dr. Harriet Kluger, a 
cancer researcher at Yale University. 
On the genetics side, Ashkenazi Jews 
— who comprise about half of Israel’s 
Jewish population — are significantly 
more likely to have the BRCA-2 genetic 
mutation that some studies have linked 
to higher rates of melanoma.

The other factor, Israel’s abundant 
sunshine, exacerbates the problems for 
sun-sensitive Jews of European origin. 
That’s why Arabs and Israeli Orthodox 
Jews, whose more conservative dress 
leaves less skin exposed than does typical 
secular attire, have a lower incidence of 
the cancer.

So what’s to be done?
“Other than staying out of the sun, 

people should get their skin screened 

once a year,” Kluger said. “In Australia, 
getting your skin screened is part of the 
culture, like getting your teeth cleaned 
in America.”

You can spot worrisome moles on your 
own using an alphabetic mnemonic device 
for letters A-F: See a doctor if you spot 
moles that exhibit Asymmetry, Border 
irregularities, dark or multiple Colors, 
have a large Diameter, are Evolving (e.g. 
changing), or are just plain Funny looking. 
Light-skinned people and redheads should 
be most vigilant, as well as those who live 
in sunny locales like California, Florida or 
the Rocky Mountain states. 

If you insist on being in the sun, 
sunscreen can help mitigate the risk, but 
only up to a point.

As with other cancers, early detection 
can dramatically increase survival rates.

In the meantime, scientists in Israel 
– a world leader in melanoma research 
– hold high 

hopes for immunotherapy, which 
corrals the body’s immune mechanisms 
to attack or disable cancer. At Bar-Ilan 
University, Dr. Cyrille Cohen is using 
a research grant from the Israel Cancer 
Research Fund to implant human mel-
anoma cells in mice to study whether 
human white blood cells can be genet-
ically modified to act as a “switch” that 
turns on the human immune system’s 
cancer-fighting properties.

Breast cancer
Ashkenazi Jews are about three 

times as likely as non-Ashkenazim to 
carry mutations in the BRCA-1 and 
BRCA-2 genes that lead to a very high 
chance of developing breast cancer. One 
of the BRCA-1 mutations is associated 
with a 65 percent chance of developing 
breast cancer. Based on family history, 
the chances could be even higher.

“Every Ashkenazi Jewish woman 
should be tested for these mutations,” 
said Levy-Lahad, who has done signif-
icant research work on the genetics of 
both breast and ovarian cancer. Iraqi 
Jews also have increased prevalence of 
one of the BRCA mutations, she said.

Levy-Lahad is collaborating on a 
long-term project with the University 
of Washington’s Dr. Mary-Claire King 
— the breast cancer research pioneer 
who discovered the BCRA-1 gene muta-
tion that causes cancer — on a genome 
sequencing study of Israeli women with 
inherited breast and ovarian cancer 
genes. In addition to testing thousands 
of women for deadly cancer mutations, 
they are studying how mutations in 
genes other than BRCA-1 and BRCA-
2 impact inherited breast cancer in 
non-Ashkenazi Jews.

The earlier breast cancer mutations 
are discovered, the sooner women can 
decide on a course of action. Some 
choose to have bilateral mastectomies, 
which reduce the chances of breast can-
cer by 90-95 percent. Actress Angelina 
Jolie famously put a Hollywood spotlight 
on the issue when she wrote a 2013 
op-ed in The New York Times about her 
decision to have the procedure.

But mastectomies are not the only 
option. Some women instead choose a 
very rigorous screening regimen, includ-
ing more frequent mammograms and 
breast MRIs. Early detection is the cor-
nerstone of improving breast cancer sur-
vival rates.

The 3 cancers Jews need to worry about 
most — and how to reduce the risks

Ovarian cancer
Of the three “Jewish” cancers, ovari-

an cancer is the deadliest.
Linked to the two BRCA mutations 

common among Ashkenazi Jews, ovarian 
cancer is both stubbornly difficult to 
detect early and has a very high late-
stage mortality rate. Women should be 
screened for the mutations by age 30, so 
they know their risks.

Women with the BRCA mutations 
have about a 50 percent chance of get-
ting ovarian cancer. The best option 
is usually to remove the ovaries. That 
doesn’t mean these women can’t have 
children. The recommendation is that 
women wait to have the procedure until 
after they complete child-bearing, usually 
around the age of 35-40.

Much work still needs to be done 
on prevention, early detection and treat-
ment of ovarian cancer, but new research 
shows some promise.

“The exciting thing is that we live 
in a genomic age, and we have unprece-
dented abilities to understand the causes 
of cancer,” Levy-Lahad said. “There’s a 
whole field that, if you become affected, 
can look at the genetic makeup of the 
tumor you have.”

The study of these three “Jewish 
cancers” are a major component of the 
work of the Israel Cancer Research Fund, 
which raises money in North America 

for cancer research in Israel. Of the 
$3.85 million in grants it distributed in 
Israel last year, roughly one-quarter were 
focused on breast cancer, ovarian cancer 
or melanoma, said Ellen T. Rubin, the 
ICRF’s director of research grants. The 
organization’s Rachel’s Society focuses 
specifically on supporting women’s can-
cer awareness and research.

For example, the group is support-
ing research by Dr. Varda Rotter of the 
Weizmann Institute of Science into 
the role of the so-called P53 gene, 
whose mutation is linked to a majority 
of human cancers, in ovarian cancer. 
Likewise, Dr. Yehudit Bergman of the 
Hebrew University Hadassah Medical 
School is using an ICRF grant to study 
how the biological mechanisms that 
switch genes on and off – called epigen-
etic regulation – operate in stem cells 
and cancer.

“Only through basic research at the 
molecular level will cancer be conquered,” 
said Dr. Howard Cedar of the Hebrew 
University Hadassah Medical School. •

This article was sponsored by and pro-
duced in partnership with the Israel Cancer 
Research Fund, which is committed to find-
ing and funding breakthrough treatments 
and cures for all forms of cancer, leveraging 
the unique talent, expertise and benefits that 
Israel and its scientists have to offer.

Israel has become a hub for cancer research, including at this lab at the Hebrew 
University Hadassah Medical School. (Photo by Keren Freeman/Flash90)

Ashkenazi Jewish women who carry a particular BRCA-1 genetic mutation have a 65 
percent chance of developing breast cancer. While some who have the mutation seek 
to prevent the disease by undergoing a bilateral mastectomy, others opt for a rigor-
ous screening regimen that are more likely to catch the onset of the disease early, 
when survival rates are good. (Photo by UIG via Getty Images)
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By RABBI LAURIE RICE

T
en rabbis, 10 imams and 
10 evangelical minis-
ters board planes to Abu 
Dhabi at the invitation 
of the government of the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Sounds more like an overwrought joke 
at a UN reception than an attempt at 
achieving world peace. 

But there we were, 30 American 
clergy from ten cities, overcoming fears 
and prejudice where the rubber of faith 
meets the road of possibility.

It’s not every day that I receive a 
phone call inviting me to take part in 
a multi-faith peace conference in Abu 
Dhabi.  So when asked by Rabbi Bruce 
Lustig if I would serve as one of 10 rab-
bis in the third annual An American 
Caravan for Peace (only two of whom 
were women), I had several questions.  
What is the mission of this conference?  
Why is it taking place in Abu Dhabi? 
And why are you asking me?  

The mission: Every year the Caravan 
brings together 30 clergy members – one 
rabbi, one imam and one evangelical 
pastor from each of 10 U.S. cities– to 
discuss issues of multi-faith coexistence 
and partnership.  This year Nashville 
was one of the participating cities, and 
I was honored to be partners with Imam 
Osama Bahloul of the Islamic Center 
of Nashville and Pastor Kyle Goen of 
Lifepoint Church in Smyrna. This was 
my team.    

The goals were deceptively simple: 
To bring together those who often fail 
to hear, understand or even know one 
another to a place in a place on the other 
side of the world in the hopes of produc-
ing something outside of the box when 
we were outside of our daily lives.

Sponsored by the Foreign Ministry 
of the UAE, this ongoing process 
emerged from the efforts of Dallas 
Evangelical Megachurch Pastor Bob 
Roberts and the eminent Islamic sage 
Sheik Abdullah bin Bayyah. For the 
pastor, it was his sometimes quixotic 
but authentic attempt to counter the 
pernicious Islamophobia stoked by most 
of his colleagues. For the sheik, it was a 
desire to convey a moderate approach 

to Islam from within, combatting the 
extremism, ignorance and intolerance 
that plague so many of his coreligion-
ists. And for the rabbis…well, let’s just 
say that if both groups can find accord 
with the Jews in light of our histories, 
achieving this utopian goal would be 
that much easier to attain.

We agreed to put aside the harder 
issues: the Mideast conflict, evangelical 
proselytizing, and the role of women to 
name just a few. Yet this was no mere 
avoidance of challenge but rather a reali-
zation that nothing can be accomplished 
until we get back to the basics of knowing 
one another, learning to trust one anoth-
er, and ultimately loving one another.

The hope was to leverage relation-
ships through inverting the common 
approach to interfaith relations. First 
we would start with our hands, working 
together on key projects in our commu-
nities. Then we would create a basis for 
the heart, forging relationships of mutual 
respect and recognition of our essential 
humanity out of our shared efforts. And 
then, perhaps, we could discuss matters 
of the head, affirming common insights 
and conceding distinct matters of theol-
ogy in the purified spirit of learning from 

Joining in A Caravan for Peace

each other without ulterior motives or 
hidden agendas.

Each city triad committed to: 
• Breaking bread in one another’s 

homes.
• Bringing our congregations together 

toward shared work in our commu-
nities.

• Recreating our experience in Abu 
Dhabi with a widening circle of clergy.

• Standing by one another at times of 
crisis, attack or in response to other 
acts of intolerance.
I gleaned more from this experi-

ence than I could have imagined. 

Congregation Micah has a long-stand-
ing partnership and friendship with the 
Nashville Islamic community, sharing in 
both social and educational exchanges 
and communal events with all ages. But 
the biggest take-away for me, aside from a 
deepening of my regard for Islam and the 
majority of its peace-loving practitioners, 
was the dispelling of my stereotypes about 
evangelical Christians.  I learned not 
only that evangelicals are anything but 
monolithic in their views and priorities 
but also that even those articles of faith 
that seem to divide us leave ample room 
for respect and abiding friendship. I look 
forward to working with my new evangel-
ical partner in faith, Pastor Goen, and my 
old friend, Imam Bahloul, to extend the 
spirit of Abu Dhabi to the community of 
Middle Tennessee and beyond.

I am supremely grateful for the 
opportunity to see a country I was sure I 
would never visit and meet fellow clergy 
in whom I might never have found part-
ners in promoting peace and multi-faith 
partnership.  With so many in the world 
exuding the toxicity of hate and the 
virus of religious violence, I am deeply 
appreciative for the immense hospitality 
and generosity of the UAE government, 
the gentle, incisive wisdom and vision 
of Sheik Abdullah Bin Bayyah, and the 
openness of heart of all of my fellow par-
ticipants. May the spirit of our few days 
together inspire our efforts and deepen 
our commitment, radiating a love for 
peace that will transcend our current 
moment and unfinished world. •

Laurie Rice is co-senior rabbi at 
Congregation Micah.

Rabbi Laurie Rice of Congregation Micah was one of 30 U.S. rabbis, imams and evan-
gelical Christian pastors who took part last month in An American Caravan for Peace, 
a multi-faith conference in Abu Dhabi aimed at building bridges among the Abrahamic 
faiths. The photo was taken at Abu Dhabi’s Grand Mosque. 

 JOB OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE

Nashville Jewish Federation seeks 
Editor/Writer for The Jewish Observer

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee seeks an experienced print journalist or public 
relations professional for the position of editor and writer 
for The Jewish Observer, a monthly newspaper published 
by the Jewish Federation for the Nashville-area Jewish 
community. 

This job requires strong interviewing, writing and 
editing skills; familiarity with Microsoft Outlook and 
Word, and experience in digital photo photography. The 
Jewish Federation is looking for a self-starter with strong 
organizational and time management skills who can 
meet deadlines while working with a diverse sta and 
community volunteers. Social media and blogging skills 
are a plus; knowledge of the Nashville Jewish community 
is a plus. 

This is a half-time position with a flexible work schedule. 
The editor/writer reports to the Jewish Federation’s 
executive director. Salary is negotiable based on 
experience. The successful candidate must be available to 
start on July 1, 2017. 

Send resume, work history, references 
and samples of work via email to 

Mark S. Freedman at mark@jewishnashville.org. 
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By IMAM OSSAMA 
BAHLOUL

T
oday I say goodbye to 
a dear friend, Bernard 
Werthan, who passed 
away last month.  While 
you may be gone from 
this earth, you will not 

be forgotten. 
It was a great pleasure knowing and 

working with Bernard Werthan and an 
honor to call him my friend. I will never 
forget his humility, and his passion to 
build bridges and to leave the world bet-
ter than he found it. In this alone he was 
an immense success. 

But the impact Bernard made on 
Nashville and the world reaches far 
beyond this. As a faith leader, I have 
been consoling and comforting many 
of my own community members and 
have heard so many touching stories 

Remembering a friend, Bernard Werthan
of this man who inspired countless 
individuals across our communities. He 
inspired people to be their best selves 
and to make their own marks on this 
community. 

One young leader in our community 
credited Bernard for encouraging her 
to be involved, to engage and to create 
change. She subsequently spent almost 
a decade working abroad on democratic 
development projects before returning 
to Nashville, where she met Bernard at 
an event. She was so excited to see him 
but was sure he would not remember 
her after so many years as they had only 
worked on one short project together. 
But Bernard remembered her and shared 
some fond memories of their short proj-
ect together. This is no surprise for the 
people who knew him well and how he 
truly valued people in a way that is hard 
to describe.

When you met Bernard, his kind-
ness and soft heartedness were bra-
zenly on his sleeve while his humility 
would never reveal the importance of 
his work and his legacy. He is a legend 
in Nashville, yet when you met him 
all you saw was his kindness and his 
capacity for joy, which he carried with 
him always. His work with the var-
ious faith communities in Nashville 
was integral to the supportive com-
munity we have today. We always 
hear about how Nashville is different, 

By HEIDI ADDLESTONE

I 
am not a source of fear because 
I am not Muslim. I have not 
been a child soldier.  I have not 
been tortured. I have not wit-
nessed my family members mur-
dered before my eyes. I have not 

suffered destruction, trauma, or death 
from chemical weapons. I have not lived 
most of my life in a refugee camp.

My prevailing thought is: Why am I 
not one of the 67 million displaced per-
sons fleeing war and persecution?

Some of us may have unsettled feel-
ings about refugees entering the United 
States. Increasingly, there is rhetoric of 
hatred, bigotry, and building walls to 
keep others out.

 I feel it incumbent upon me to 
be a loud and clear voice for tearing 
down those walls. Being Jewish makes 
this relevant and personal for me. 
Welcoming the stranger and help-
ing those in need are fundamental 
American and Jewish values.

A few years ago, my husband, Ronald 
Addlestone, and I began meeting refu-
gees living in Nashville. Among them 
were Gat and Nyakuma Thatch. Gat, 
originally from South Sudan, walked to a 
refugee camp in Ethiopia and was forced 
to serve as a child soldier from the ages of 
6 to 12. He arrived in the United States 
13 years ago and became the founder and 
CEO of Nashville International Center 
for Empowerment, a refugee resettle-
ment agency. 

We also met a family from Iraq 
who arrived in Nashville after surviving 
chemical warfare during the regime of 
Saddam Hussein and later fleeing ISIS. 
We meet regularly and enjoy one anoth-
er as new friends.  

Last month I met a couple and their 
four children who recently arrived from 
Syria. We enjoyed a wonderful visit 
using an app on our cell phones to trans-
late English and Arabic. I was honored 
to spend time with them in their home.

These are only a few of the life-enrich-
ing experiences Ron and I have enjoyed. 
We feel honored and humbled meeting 
refugees who have come to Nashville 
from many countries. What we find most 
remarkable is their kindness, courage, 
and resilience, despite the upheaval in 
their lives. These refugees leave war torn 

Responding to refugees 
with kindness, not fear 

countries and come to America seeking 
a safer life, with the desire to become a 
productive U.S. citizen. 

People fleeing war and persecution 
face a long and rigorous process just 
to gain refugee status. And even when 
they do, less than 1 percent are actu-
ally resettled in a third country with 
a path to citizenship. In 2015, about 
21.3 million people had been registered 
officially as refugees through the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR), and only 107,100 were reset-
tled around the world.

For those seeking to come to the 
United States, the qualifying process can 
take anywhere from 18 months to many 
years. Prospective applicants must first 
forge their way to a UNHCR) site, usual-
ly an established refugee camp. Multiple 
interviews are completed to determine 
the credibility and seriousness of each 
person’s situation. The UNHCR then 
refers qualified individuals to the U.S. 
Refugee Admission Program for resettle-
ment consideration.

The U.S. agencies involved in 
screening refugee candidates include the 
National Counter Terrorism Center, the 
intelligence community, the FBI, the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
the State Department. 

Once the applicant/family passes 
all U.S. safety and medical screening 
processes, they are referred to one of 10 
volunteer agencies that take responsi-
bility for the resettlement of the indi-
viduals and families. These agencies 
provide for essential needs like housing, 
medical care, education, language train-
ing and employment. 

Most refugees receive this support 
for up to eight months, although the 
length of time varies. They are then 
responsible for maintaining employment 
and must begin paying back the U.S. 
government for travel and resettlement 
costs. Research shows that most employ-
ment opportunities are entry-level jobs 
Americans will not fill.

There are a myriad of ways to wel-
come refugees living in Nashville.  If you 
are interested, please consider contacting 
the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee 
Rights Coalition at (615) 833-0384, 
Catholic Charities at (615) 352-3087, 
NICE at (615) 315-9681, or the Faith and 
Culture Center at (615) 784-8370. •

how we consistently choose love over 
hate, and inclusion over divisiveness 
and distrust. You can thank Bernard 
Werthan for creating that culture of 
acceptance and community cohesion 
here in Nashville. 

Bernard to me represents the best of 

America and the best of the faith com-
munity. The Jewish community lost one 
of its very special members, Nashville lost 
a legend and I lost a very dear friend.  •

Imam Ossama Bahloul is the resident 
scholar of the Islamic Center of Nashville.

Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces and letters from Nashville area resi-
dents on topics of interest to the Jewish community as long as they have not been 
published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Submissions should be sent by 
the 15th of the month prior to publication to Editor Charles Bernsen at charles@
jewishnashville.org or 801 Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 37205. The Observer 
reserves the right edit all submissions for clarity, length and style. 

Broadway
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 JOB OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE

FINANCIAL RESOURCE PHILANTHROPIC (FRP) OFFICER

The Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee is a non-profit philanthropic organization dedicated 
to creating a vibrant and purposeful Jewish community. The Jewish 
Federation inspires, connects, educates and supports people in need 
within the Nashville area, in Israel, and around the world.

The LIFE & LEGACY Initiative, a program of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, is designed to equip Jewish Federation partner agencies, 
schools and congregations with the resources they require in order to 
facilitate legacy conversations. Through a comprehensive o�ering of 
trainings, coaching and peer  development, LIFE & LEGACY ensures 
that its participants work to actively grow the endowment funds of 
their respective organizations.

Position Overview:
The Financial Resource Philanthropic O�cer (FRPO) is an 

experienced relationship builder responsible for a fundraising portfolio 
of endowment prospects, acting as their philanthropic advisor with 
any eye towards both annual and planned giving strategies. This is a 
high profile position working with all level donors and lay people.

RESPONSIBILITIES
Primary Endowment Responsibilities:
The FRPO will:
• personally manage their portfolio with accountability for generating 

new and increased contributions for the annual campaign, planned 
giving and special initiatives

• Match the philanthropic interests of selected donors with the mission 
and goals of Federation

• Support Assistant Executive Director as needed on the community 
LIFE & LEGACY program

• Provide mentorship and support in conjunction with the Assistant 
Executive Director to the Jewish Federation’s LIFE & LEGACY Team

• Be a communal resource in the facilitation of the charitable legacy 
process

• Serve as secondary contact with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
Life and Legacy Program, the Jewish Federation of Nashville’s 
strategic partner in the LIFE & LEGACY initiative

• Cultivate and steward relationships with emerging professionals 
in the accounting, legal financial and insurance industries. These 
professionals have the potential to play instrumental roles in 
ensuring that planned philanthropic options are presented to their 
clients and are key stakeholders of the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation. The Philanthropic O�cer organizes professional 
development opportunities for the group, seminars for the greater 
Nashville Jewish community as we look to formalization of LIFE & 
Legacy commitments.

•  Manage the B’ nai Tzedek teen philanthropic initiative including 
their annual get together.

•  Conduct a minimum of ten face-to-face meetings per month with 
prospects for the purposes of donor identification, and cultivation

• Prepare and enter contact reports and other appropriate progress 
reports related to donor activity

• Write acknowledgement letters as needed to enhance relationships 
with donors.

• Be responsible for creative new methods of identifying endowment 
prospects, researching wealth and stewardship

• Be partially responsible for some data reporting as necessary

QUALIFICATIONS
• Bachelor’s Degree required; Master’s Degree preferred.
• Comprehensive knowledge of donor management software systems.
• 3+ years of experience in development and/or fund raising 
• A proven record of success in fundraising, relationship building, 

event management, donor recruitment and development
• Successful  experience  in making cold calls as well as developing 

cultivation and solicitation strategies
• E�ective at forging strong interpersonal alliances at all levels both 

within and outside the organization.
• Understanding  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  operation  of  a  

non-profit   organization including board/sta� relationships.
• Develop relationships and understand needs of philanthropists and 

the Jewish community.
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills.
• Knowledge and understanding of Jewish customs, traditions, the 

Jewish community, and the Federation field.

To Apply: Applicants must include a cover letter stating 
interest in the position and a resume of educational and 

professional experience. Application should be sent via email 
to naomi@jewishnashville.org. Please, no phone calls.

By GABE FRIEDMAN

(JTA) — Bob Mankoff has been 
the cartoon editor at The New Yorker for 
20 years. But he’s been a Jew 
for 72.

The celebrated cartoonist, 
who stepped down from his 
prestigious perch last month, 
has therefore had a long time 
to formulate his thoughts on 
Judaism and Jewish humor. For 
example, he once wrote an essay 
about how Jews have become 
the “People of the Joke,” as 
opposed to the “People of the Book.”

“The Jews of the Bible aren’t 
funny,” he told JTA. “[Judaism] is a 
decent first draft of how to behave. It’s a 
really good try for 4,000 years ago.” 

Mankoff mined his Jewish experi-
ence for many of the 900-plus cartoons 
he has published in the magazine, such 
as one with this caption: “I’m not argu-
ing, I’m Jewish.” 

Born to parents who understood 

New Yorker’s Mankoff 
picks his favorite Jewish-
themed cartoons

Yiddish (his mom spoke it fluently; his 
dad, not quite) on New York’s Lower 
East Side in 1944, Mankoff grew up in 
Queens in an age of Jewish assimilation 

into white American culture.
“Assimilation has a tension 

to it, to maintain who you are, 
but to change,” he said. “That’s 
a great mix for comedy because 
humor always has a double per-
spective — on what appearances 
are and what reality actually is.”

Mankoff, who has written 
a memoir and been the subject 
of an HBO documentary, doesn’t 

plan on slowing now that he’s left The 
New Yorker. He will teach a class at 
Fordham, continue to lead the Cartoon 
Bank, which licenses New Yorker car-
toons, and work on a new project called 
Botnik Studios — it aims to inspire better 
jokes through computer algorithms.

JTA asked Mankoff to pick his favor-
ite Jewish-themed cartoons from over the 
years, and he was happy to oblige. (The 
first one is a Mankoff original).  •

Bob Mankoff 

(Robert Mankoff/The New Yorker Collection/The Cartoon Bank)

(J.B. Handelsman/The New Yorker Collection/The Cartoon Bank)

(Paul Noth/The New Yorker Collection/The Cartoon Bank)

(Alex Gregory/The New Yorker Collection/The Cartoon Bank)
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah
                
Jackson Liff was called to the Torah 

as a bar mitzvah on May 6 
at The Temple. Jackson 
was born on January 
26, 2004 in Nashville. 
His parents are Rachel 
and Darren Liff, and 
his grandparents are 
Mickey Goorman and 
Judy and Joe Barker of 
Nashville. 

Jackson is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville and his 
special interests include golf, soccer, bas-
ketball, baseball, piano and spending all 
his free time with friends.

As his mitzvah project, Jackson will 
be recruiting his friends to join him in 
donating old and unused sports equip-
ment for people with disabilities as well 
as participating in basketball tournaments 
that pair volunteers of all ages with dis-
abled athletes through Sports 4 ALL.

Isaac Gorden was called to the 
Torah as a bar mitz-
vah on May 13 at The 
Temple. Isaac was born 
in Nashville on April 
22, 2004. His par-
ents are Joan and Lee 
Gorden, and his grand-
parents are Catherine 
and the late Peter 
DeWitt of Tucson, 
AZ., and Vivian and Phillip Gorden of 
Bethesda, MD.

Isaac is in seventh grade at the 
Linden Waldorf School. He enjoys 
reading, camping, baseball, viola, play 
of any kind, and spending time with 
family and friends.

Isaac’s mitzvah projects include vol-
unteering at Second Harvest Food Bank 
in programs to help the hungry in the 
Nashville area. He will also soon share 
his bar mitzvah celebration and simcha 
with a small synagogue congregation 
in Tupelo, MS., founded by his great 
grandparents and other Jewish immi-
grants.  In doing so Isaac hopes to bring 
the joy of becoming a bar mitzvah to 
a small and aging yet dedicated rural 
Jewish community.

Joshua Jacobs was called to the 
Torah as a bar mitz-
vah on May 20at The 
Temple. Joshua was 
born on May 25, 2004 
in Nashville. His par-
ents are Erica and Billy 
Jacobs, and his grand-
parents are Kenneth 
and Ellen Jacobs of 
Nashville, Sheila 
Wiselman of Chicago and Mitchell 
Weinstein of Rockland County, NY.

Joshua is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville and his 
special interests include reading, play-
ing sports and spending time with family 
and friends.

For his mitzvah project, Joshua 
chose the Red Wagon Project which 
donates toys and supplies to the chil-
dren and families at the Monroe Carell, 
Jr. Children’s Hospital. Among the 
donations, he will include the center-
pieces from his luncheon.

Kinneret Weismark celebrated 
becoming a bat mitzvah on June 1 at Young 
Israel Synagogue in Atlanta. She is the 
daughter of Adee and Ilana Weismark, 
and the granddaughter of Janet and Rami 
Weismark of Nashville and Eliette and 
Emile Benarroch of Thionville, France. 
She is the great granddaughter of Alvin 
and Ann Stillman. 

Kinneret will chant the book of 
Ruth on the second day of Shavuot, the 
day she was born at Hadassah Hospital 
Ein Karem. She enjoys cooking, reading 
and attending Camp Ramah. 

For her mitzvah project, Kinneret 
hosted a talent show to raise money to 
purchase medical equipment for the neo-
natal unit at Hadassah Hospital.

Ryan Seth Estrin will be called to 
the Torah as a bar mitz-
vah on Saturday, June 
3 in Israel at Hebrew 
Union College of 
Jerusalem. Ryan is the 
son of Vicki and David 
Estrin. He is the grand-
son of Dale and Marny 
Yenzer and Charlene 
Estrin.

Ryan is in 7th grade at Harding 
Academy where he is on the debate 
team.  Ryan enjoys traveling with his 
family, spending time with friends and 
learning about history. He is a Predators 
fan and enjoys going to the games with 
his friends. 

For his mitzvah project, Ryan is rais-
ing funds to support Safe Haven Family 
Shelters, where he and his father have 
volunteered over the last few years. Safe 
Haven is the only shelter-to-housing pro-
gram of its kind in Middle Tennessee that 
accepts entire homeless familys.

Lukas Rabiner will be called to 
the Torah as a bar mitz-
vah on Saturday, June 
3 in Israel at Hebrew 
Union College of 
Jerusalem. Lukas is the 
son of Robin and Andy 
Rabiner and the broth-
er of Caroline, Rebecca 
and Samuel, who will 
also be accompanying 
him on the family congregation trip 
sponsored by Congregation Micah. He is 
the grandson of Marian and Abe Rabiner 
of Lexington, KY., and the late Rose and 
Rene Levy of Kensington, MD.

Lukas is an 8th grader at Grassland 
Middle School, where he is a member of 
the lacrosse and football teams. During 
the summer, he attends camp at 6 Points 
Sports Academy in Greensborough, NC.

As his mitzvah project, Lukas 
led services at Park Manor Senior 
Community and Abe’s Garden with some 
Congregation Micah friends and planned 
the Passover Seder for the community. 
Lukas practiced his Hebrew and brought 
Shabbat and holiday smiles to the resi-
dents.

Gabe Light will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitzvah 
during services at 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, June 
17, at Congregation 
Micah. Gabe is the 
son of Heather and 
Mitchell Light and the 
brother of Zoe Light. 
He is the grandson of 
Ann and Martin Light 
of Franklin, and Don and the late Donna 
Cinzori of Ceresco, MI.

Gabe recently completed 7th grade 

at West End Middle School. He loves 
to play and watch sports, especial-
ly baseball and basketball, and is big 
fan of Vanderbilt University athletics, 
the Brooklyn Nets, and the New York 
Yankees. He enjoys video games and 
playing outside with friends.

For his mitzvah project, Gabe 
donated equipment and raised money 
for RBI, a program that uses baseball to 
provide inner-city youth with opportu-
nities to play, learn and grow, inspiring 
them to recognize their potential to 
realize their dreams. 

Bray Jacobs will be called to the 
Torah as a bat mitzvah at 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday 
June 24 at Congregation 
Micah.  Bray is the 
daughter of Laura Jacobs 
and Larry Johnson, 
sister of Noah Jacobs, 
and granddaughter of 
Mike and Gail Jacobs 
of Chapel Hill, NC and 
Harlis and P.J. Johnson of Brentwood.

Bray will be an 8th grader in the 
fall at Drakes Creek Middle School 
in Bowling Green, KY.  She loves the 
arts, especially the theater, drawing 
and making movies. She loves spending 
time with her friends, anything Harry 
Potter, and Britain.

For her mitzvah project, Bray is work-
ing with the organization Remember 
Us to remember 2-year-old Shiffra 
Abraham, who died in the Auschwitz 
Concentration camp. She is also tak-
ing over for her brother updating and 
maintaining the website for Temple in 
Bowling Green. 

Sympathy 
… to the family and friends of 

William Wolfgang Wizner, 88, who died 
on April 25 in Nashville. He is survived 
by his loving wife of 66, years, Ruth 
Kahn Wizner; daughter, Pamela Joy 
Wizner (special friend John Seagraves); 
sons, Michael Wizner (Patti), Ed Wizner 
(Leslie), and Andrew Wizner (Sheila 
Houlihan), and grandchildren, Evan, 
Sarah, Eamon, Eliza, Taylor and Casey 
Wizner. Mr. Wizner is a past President 
of Congregation Micah. Services were 
on April 27 at Congregation Micah 
with Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice officiating. 
Burial was in the Congregation Micah 
Cemetery.  Memorial contributions 
may be made to Congregation Micah or 
a charity of your choice.

… to the family and friends of 
Bernard Werthan Jr., 86, who died 
on May 5 after an extended illness. 
A businessman and community lead-
er, Bernard was a lifelong resident of 
Nashville. He was born to Leah Rose 
and Bernard Werthan Sr., and attend-
ed Parmer School, Montgomery Bell 
Academy, and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, where he graduated Tau 
Beta Pi in engineering in 1952. Bernard 
was stationed in South Carolina and 
served for two years in the army. In 1953, 
he married his lifelong sweetheart Betty 
Kornman, who survives him. Bernard 
joined his family business, Werthan Bag 
Company (later Werthan Packaging) 
where he spent his entire career, retiring 
in 2000 as chairman.

Bernard had a deep commitment to 
his Jewish heritage and was proud to be 
a forceful advocate for the greater Jewish 
community. He was a past president 
of The Temple-Congregation Ohabai 

Jackson Liff 

Sholom and was an active member of 
numerous Temple committees, including 
the Social Action Committee. In addi-
tion, he served on the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee’s 
Community Relations Committee and 
the Nashville Jewish Social Justice 
Roundtable.

Bernard’s passion for equal oppor-
tunity, education and justice made him 
a vital voice in the community. He 
worked tirelessly for causes that promot-
ed these values. For 50 years, Bernard 
gave his heart and soul to Nashville OIC 
(Opportunities Industrialization Center), 
a community organization that provides 
education, training, and job placement 
services for underserved populations. At 
Nashville OIC he was involved in every 
aspect of the program, including serving 
as its board president for many years.

He was board chairman of Peabody 
Demonstration School and was instru-
mental in leading its successful transi-
tion to become University School of 
Nashville. Bernard also served as advi-
sory board member of Tennessee State 
University College of Business. He was 
a member of the Vanderbilt University 
Divinity School Board of Visitors, a board 
member of Nashville Alliance for Public 
Education, and was an active participant 
in Leadership Nashville’s Education Day.

Bernard always strived to help people 
of diverse backgrounds and beliefs live and 
work together with understanding and 
mutual respect. He believed these values 
make Nashville stronger. His optimism 
never wavered. Recognizing the need 
for dialogue and understanding among 
all religious faiths, Bernard co-founded 
Circle of Friends in 2012. It later became 
Family of Abraham. He also co-founded 
the Faith and Culture Center/Our Muslim 
Neighbor Initiative Nashville. 

Bernard’s other board memberships 
included the United Way Campaign 
Cabinet, First American Bank, the 
YMCA, the YWCA Advisory Board, 
League for the Hearing Impaired, United 
Nations Association Nashville, and 
Community Nashville.

Bernard has been honored with the 
FiftyForward Crowning Achievement 
Award, the Community Nashville 
Human Relations Award, the Goldziher 
Award for Jewish-Muslim Dialogue, the 
Islamic Center of Nashville’s Beyond 
Borders Award and, most recently, the 
ACLU Lifetime Achievement Award.

Besides his wife Betty, survivors 
include his children, Betsy Werthan 
(Bart Schwartz), Kay Werthan (Glenroy 
Bowe), Tim Werthan (Yoom), and Tony 
Werthan (Cathy); a sister, Joan Blum 
Shayne; a brother and sister-in-law 
Moshe and Libby Werthan; grandchil-
dren, Lesley (Brian), Elijah, Claire, Justin 
(Hilary), Ben, Cassady and Tennessee, 
and many loving nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and dear friends.

The family gratefully acknowledges 
the extraordinary and devoted care pro-
vided during this past year by Richard 
Bartley, Deborah Armstrong, Somaria 
(Sam) Johnson, Martha Medina, Mary 
Neely, Mfon Ukpong and Alive Hospice. 
Bernard donated his body to Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center. A memo-
rial service conducted by Rabbis Mark 
Schiftan and Shana Mackler was held 
on May 9at The Temple. Donations may 
be made to Nashville OIC, P.O. Box 
280507, Nashville 37228; The Temple, 
5015 Harding Road, Nashville 37205; 
Alive Hospice, 1718 Patterson Street, 
Nashville 37203; University School of 
Nashville Scholarship Endowment Fund, 
2000 Edgehill Ave, Nashville, TN 37212. 

Continued on pages 21
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To access the Community Calendar,
 go to 

www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”

Please support the businesses that advertise 
in the Observer and help support 

our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know you saw their ad here!
Hebrew lettering included.

Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

around the town
18 Nashville teens 
will be at 2017 
Maccabi Games 

Nashville will be sending 18 teen-
agers to compete in the 2017 Maccabi 
Games this summer in Birmingham, Ala., 
more than twice as many as last year. 

“We have a full boys flag football 
team and full girls volleyball team this 
year,” said Andrew Schulman, the sports 
and recreation director at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center. “We are 
excited to continue to grow our numbers 
moving forward next year.”

The games will take place July 
30-Aug. 4. And there will be a sendoff 
for the Nashville contingent at 10 a.m. 
July 30 at the GJCC. 

For more information on the 
Maccabi Games contact Schulman at 
andrew@nashvillejcc.org   

GJCC art galleries 
will feature works 
of Stephenson, 
Pearson and 
Feinstein

The Gordon Jewish Community 
Center’s June art show exhibits will fea-
ture the work of artists Ray Stephenson, 
Andrea Pearson and Tamelyn Feinstein.

Stephenson, a Grammy-winning 
songwriter, recording artist and record 
producer, studied fine art in college and 
his paintings have focused on iconic 
musicians that have inspired his music. 
He has exhibited his work in Nashville, 
Las Vegas, San Francisco and Atlanta. 
His art hangs in the homes of Willie 
Nelson and Oprah Winfrey. 

Pearson moved to Nashville from 
Canada to pursue a music career, and 
started painting in water color on a whim 
last year during a snowstorm and has 
expanded to oil and acrylic. Her paint-
ings reflect her involvement in animal 
rescue and dog fostering.

Feinstein is a photographer, paint-
er and mixed-media artist specializing 
in self-portraiture and its intersection 
with the natural world. Her photos 
are created by layering multiple pho-
tographs and/or using filters to imbue 
a sense of dreaminess and surreality. 
Her recent foray into painting has 
combined her photographic eye with 
a painter’s brush, the result being both 
unexpected and engaging. 

The reception for the artists is 6:30-
8:30 p.m. on June 7 at the GJCC. There 
will be live music by Stephenson and 
Pearson along with DJ Joseph Harris. 
Complimentary food and beverage 
accompany the event. The event is free 
and open to the public. For more infor-
mation, call (615) 354-1699, email cura-
tor Carrie Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.
org, or go to www.nashvillejcc.org. 

Continued from page 20
… to the family and friends of 

Louis H. Brooks, Jr., 97, who died 
on May 5. He was preceded in death 
by wife, Evelyn Giles Brooks; his son, 
Louis H. (Hank) Brooks III, and dear 
friend, Shirley Gold. Survivors include 
his special niece and nephew, Terry and 
Bernie Rosenblum, and beloved nieces 
and nephews, Ilsa Krivcher (Charles), 
Cindy Katzman, all of Nashville;Cam 
Kornman (Norman Needleman) of New 
York City; Beverly Phillips (Jimmy) , 
Susan Brooks , (Daniel Pritchard), Atma 
Khalsa (Todd Ellis) and Bonnie Brooks, 
all of Newport News, Va., and Martha 
Ann Giles Hanna of Paris, Tenn. 

The funeral service was conducted 
by Rabbi Mark Schiftan and Cantor 
Tracy Fishbein on May 7 at The Temple 

followed by burial in the Temple 
CemeteryThe family greatly appreciates 
the 21 years of friendship and support 
Louis enjoyed at The Blakeford in Green 
Hills, where he was one of the charter res-
idents, and the exceptional care and love 
Louis received from Teri Campbell, Julia 
Foster, and Bright Star Care of Nashville.  
Memorial contributions may be made 
to The Hank Brooks Campership Fund, 
c/o The Temple, 5015 Harding Rd., 
Nashville TN 37205, or the charity of 
the donor’s choice.

Unveilings
The unveiling of the headstone for 

Bernita Kirshner Brown will be at 10 
a.m. Sunday, July 2 at The Temple 
Cemetery. Rabbi Shana Mackler will 
officiate. The community is invited.

Lifecycles

A Day of Service

Emma Harris (from left), Iris Hanai, Eli Kampine, Michael Gordon, Morgan Jacobs, 
and Carly Harris help prepare a carnival at the Gordon Jewish Community Center 
for kids with special needs, which included a table where they could play with 
shaving cream. They were among 40 Nashville area teenagers who participated in 
a day of community service on April 30 as part of J-Serve, the International Day 
of Jewish Youth Service. Other Nashville participants visited the senior residents 
of Blakeford at Green Hills. “I am confident that this powerful program will only 
prosper in the future and strongly recommend every teen to register,” said Rachel 
Cohen, a sophomore at Franklin High School who was participating in her first 
J-Serve event and served on the local J-Serve committee along with Max Yazdian, 
Jacob Hanai, Alexa Honigsblum, and Elliot Tishler. J-Serve, the Jewish component 
of Youth Service America’s annual Global Youth Service Day, is a collaboration of 
BBYO and Repair the World, in partnership with Good Deeds Day. In all, nearly 
13,000 Jewish teens in 90 communities across 20 countries participated. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Real Estate to a Global Clientele

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Masters

www.PatriciaStraus.com
patricia@patriciastraus.com

O: 615.447.8000
M: 615.305.8465

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Advertise in our Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by 
taking advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,Advertising Manager to place your professional listing.  
Phone 615-354-1699 or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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brian stoltzfus | zach goodyear | sydney mccann

c. 615.673.4252 | o. 615.522.5100

parks in the gulch | 311 12th avenue south | nashville, tn 37203
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7 luxury residences 
remain from the $650’s
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