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Tara Lerner

Tara Lerner will get Young Leadership
Award at Federation’s annual meeting 

Agenda also includes installation of officers 
and music from Partnership CD

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
ara Lerner could have set-
tled in any number of cities
to study education and
begin her career as a special
education teacher. That
she chose Nashville is a

testament not only to the teacher educa-
tion program at Vanderbilt University,
where she earned her undergraduate and
master’s degrees, but also to Nashville’s
welcoming Jewish community. 

“The community here made my deci-
sion easy,” said Lerner, a New Jersey native
who enthusiastically embraced – and was
embraced by – Jewish Nashville when she
enrolled at Vanderbilt almost 12 years ago.

In recognition of her deep commit-
ment to her adopted Jewish community,
Lerner will receive the Young Leadership
Award when the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee holds its
79th annual meeting on Monday, June 15. 

“Tara is a great example of how the
Federation's investment in our young
adults is paying off,” said Federation
President Carol Hyatt. “Her participa-

tion in Hillel and several mission trips to
Israel led her to become increasingly
involved in our Jewish community. She
has provided valued leadership to
NowGen for the last few years. I am so
pleased to be able to honor Tara's contri-
bution to our community in recognition
of all she has done.”

Lerner also will be among nine offi-
cers and board members installed at the
annual meeting, which begins at 7 p.m.
at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center and will be followed by a dessert
reception. Those planning to attend are
asked to RSVP to Barbara Schwarcz,
Federation events coordinator, at (615)
354-630 or barbara@jewishnashville.org.

Several outgoing officers and board

members also will be recognized at the
meeting:  2015 Annual Campaign Chair
Ted Mayden, congregational rabbinic
representative Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
and board member Amy Smith as well as
Lisa Perlen, who is stepping down as
chair of the Grants Committee to suc-
ceed Mayden as campaign chair.

“The Federaton’s annual campaign
thrived under Ted Mayden’s leadership,”
said Campaign Director Naomi Sedek.
“His compassion for the Jewish people
knows no bounds, from reaching out to
Rachel, a woman whose life is touched
by our annual campaign daily in Greece,
to the compelling stories showcased at
the remarkable Bonim Society Dinner. 

“He has shared his experiences,
worked tirelessly and led our teams of
volunteers, emulating the true leader
and mensch that he is.  It was my honor
and privilege to work alongside him this
past year.”

Continued on page 3

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
he Nashville community
mission to Israel next
spring will be unusual for
several reasons. 

Participants will be
able to create their own

itineraries, choosing activities from four
tracks focusing on adventure, politics and
security issues, history and first-timer
experiences, and high tech, arts, culture
and cuisine. 

The trip also has optional three-day
extensions that continue the same four
tracks and an additional track that
includes activities celebrating the 20th
anniversary of Partnership2Gether, the

international initiative that promotes
collaborative relationships between
Jewish communities in the United States
and specific regions of Israel. Participants
will have the opportunity to see the
impact of over a dozen different partner-
ships in the north, south and central
regions of Israel, including the one in
which Nashville participates with
Hadera-Eiron.   

But perhaps the most unusual aspect
of the mission – and the most significant
– is that it represents a true communal
undertaking involving all five Nashville
synagogues. Sponsored by the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, it will have a rabbi-led delega-
tion from each congregation and will offer

opportunities for participants to meet
members of other congregations, engage
in dialogue and strengthen their connec-
tions to each other as well as Israel.

The clergy planning to take part in
the mission include Rabbis Joshua
Kullock of West End Synagogue, Laurie
Rice of Congregation Micah, Mark
Schiftan of The Temple, Saul Strosberg
of Congregation Sherith Israel and
Yitzchok Tiechtel of Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad. 

The Jewish Federation conceived of
the community trip and brought the idea
to the local board of rabbis, who
embraced it wholeheartedly. 

“This mission will provide a special
opportunity for our Nashville Jewish

community to share an Israel experience
that will create new bonds of friendship
and understanding in Israel and at
home,” said Federation Executive
Director Mark Freedman. “I am absolute-
ly thrilled that all of our local congrega-
tions are unified in supporting this mis-
sion. It speaks volumes about our
cohesiveness and our commitment to the 
Jewish state. I encourage anyone consid-
ering a trip to Israel to join us on this par-
ticular mission. There truly is something
for everyone built into our itinerary.”

Naomi Limor Sedek, the Federation’s
annual campaign and missions director, is
planning a series of informational meet-
ings at each congregation and the Gordon 

Continued on page 2

2016 mission to Israel: A true communal undertaking
that will include all five Nashville congregations

Frank Boehm
pens account 
of his father’s
“faith, vision 
and courage.”
page 6

Be Counted!
Letters and emails have gone out to those families randomly
selected to participate in a survey of the local Jewish population.
If you are among those who have received them, please follow
the instructions about how to complete the survey confidential-
ly, either online or by telephone.  In making your voice heard, you
will be contributing to the quality of Jewish life in Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. 
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Continued from page 1
Jewish Community Center. Anyone
interested in joining the mission or who
wants to learn more about it should con-
tact her at naomi@jewishnashville.org or
(615) 354-1642. 

“This is a unique community, which is
what makes a trip like this so exciting,” said
Sedek, who describe it as an opportunity to
build on the strong relationships among the
congregations and their rabbis while giving
each synagogue a chance to take part in an
Israel mission. “I have always dreamed of a
trip that would include our entire commu-
nity traveling to Israel together to experi-
ence something special that we can bring
back home and share.”  

Because such a large mission will
include participants with diverse interests
and varying familiarity with Israel, Sedek
has been working with the rabbis to put
together what she calls a “mix and match”
itinerary that will appeal to both first-
time as well as seasoned travelers to Israel.  

The adventure track includes activi-
ties such as a hike to Ma’arat Keshet, a
natural area in the Galilee popular with
extreme sports enthusiasts that includes a
dramatic stone arch with a shallow cave
below it, and a jeep trip along the Ga’aton,
a dry river bed that meanders through a
dense forest in Israel’s North District. 

Among the many activities in poli-
tics and security track is an update on
Israel’s northern security concerns that
includes a visit with Brig. Gen. (res.)
Nitzan Nuriel to Mount Bental, a dor-

mant volcano that affords panoramic vis-
tas of the Golan and southern Syria.
There will also be a tour of the southern
borders with a trip to Sderot and kibutz-
im on the border with Gaza.

The track focusing on Israeli tech,
art, culture and cuisine will include activ-

ities like a tour and tasting at an Ella
Valley winery, a visit to Ein Hod, Israel’s
only artists village, and a meeting with
the project manager of the Iron Dome air
defense system at Rafael Industries. 

Finally there will be a track for his-
tory buffs and first-time visitors that will

Mission COMMUNITY TRIP : 
March 27 - April 7, 2016*
Travel As A Community. Personalize the Experience.

The 2016 Nashville commUNITY mission to Israel
will include a delegation from each synagogue. Here’s
what the rabbis who will be leading the congregation-
al delegations had to say about the trip.  

“Whenever the community does something as a “we”
rather than an “I,” we are stronger. Traveling to Israel
together is a beautiful example of this …. I hope that many
will consider making the journey with us. While one can
conjure up of a number of reasons not to go to Israel, it is
nearly impossible to think of even one reason to leave once
you are there. When we are there, we are at home. To
experience this as a whole Nashville community promises
to be very special.”

 Rabbi Laurie Rice, Congregation Micah

“The 2016 commUNITY mission to Israel is a clear
reflection of the pluralistic flavor of Nashville's Jewry. I'm
thrilled that we live in a city that can put together a trip to

Israel that will gather Jews from different congregations
and denominations. As we celebrate and acknowledge our
differences, we are united in our deep love for and com-
mitment to Israel.”

 Rabbi Joshua Kullock, West End Synagogue

“I'm thoroughly impressed with the diverse options
offered on the Federation's upcoming community trip to
Israel next spring. Each specific itinerary affords every
participant a unique opportunity to focus on a particular
interest in, or connection to, the State of Israel and the
people of Israel. I look forward to personally leading the
Temple's delegation in the year ahead.

 Rabbi Mark Schiftan, The Temple

“We are already known to be a Jewish community
that not only gets along but also actually enjoys interacting
and integrating. To bring that same energy to Israel not
only makes for a compelling, pluralistic experiences but

also promises the memory of a lifetime. In today's world,
many people like to think they are reflective and try to
imagine how other people feel at any given time. But to
travel to Israel, as a united-yet-diverse community, is truly
the best way to understand why Israel and Judaism mean
different things to different people and to add up all of our
energy together for the sake of our community and our
world.”

 Rabbi Saul Strosberg, Congregation Sherith Israel

“Traveling together with members of the Nashville
Jewish community from all segments of Jewish life will
unite and inspire us to become a greater Jewish family –
connecting, bonding, and experiencing Israel as a unified
community. This will be a most memorable journey,
where you will see, feel, taste, smell, and touch the Holy
Land together as one.”

 Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad

2016 Nashville CommUNITY Mission
to Israel

Dates: March 27*-April 4 (with option to extend through April 7) 

Sponsor: Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee along with
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, Congregation Micah, Congregation Sherith
Israel, The Temple Ohabai Sholom and West End Synagogue

Cost: About $2,500 per person double occupancy (additional $1,000 for exten-
sion)**

Accommodations: Dan Carmel Hotel, Haifa (2 nights); Mamilla Hotel, Jerusalem
(5 nights) 

Extension Accommodations: Carlton Tel Aviv (3 nights) 

Chose from activities on four track itineraries: Adventure lovers, politics and secu-
rity issues, history and first-timers, and high tech, art, culture and cuisine

Extension: Includes additional track celebrating 20th anniversary of
Partnership2Gether  

Contact: Naomi Limor Sedek at naomi@jewishnashville.org or (615) 354-1642.

*Flights should be scheduled to depart Nashville no later than March 27 to arrive in Israel in time
to join the mission on the ground on March 28.
**Cost does not including airfare. 

include activities ranging from visits to
the Rosh Hanikrah grottoes and Safed,
the historical center of Jewish mysticism,
to a tour of Masada, the natural fortress
overlooking the Judean desert where
Jewish rebels made a last stand in the
Great Revolt against Rome in 73 C.E,
followed by a dip in the Dead Sea. 

While participants will have the
flexibility to personalize their trips by
choosing activities from various tracks,
Sedek said the mission is designed to cre-
ate a sense of community and cama-
raderie. Everyone will be staying at the
same hotels, and a number of activities
are planned for the entire group. 

On Thursday, March 31, for exam-
ple, the group will be in Jerusalem, where
everyone will gather for a morning dis-
cussion about Israeli politics and society
with Miri Eisin, former media advisor to
the Israeli prime minister, before touring
the Old City’s Jewish Quarter. After a
falafel lunch, the afternoon will be devot-
ed to the issue of pluralism and religious
tolerance that will include a visit to the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies and
meetings with leaders of various Jewish
religious communities. 

The following day, the entire group
will meet with Dr. Reuven Chazan, chair
of the Political Science Department at
the Hebrew University, for a discussion of
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state.
After a visit to the Western Wall at sun-
set, the group will have a powerful com-
munal Shabbat dinner led jointly by the
rabbis with lone soldiers (members of the
Israel Defense Force soldiers whose fami-
lies live abroad) as honored guests. c

Reflections from the rabbis

T
he Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee welcomes Lisa
Smith as its new market-
ing and communications
specialist. 

Smith, who joined the staff of the
Federation in May, will oversee its mar-
keting and social media strategies. She
has many years of marketing experience,
including nine in the healthcare and for-
profit sector. Before coming to the
Federation she worked as a marketing
strategist for a niche advertising agency
in Nashville. 

“I am delighted to welcome Lisa
Smith to the staff of the Jewish

Federation,” said Federation Executive
Director Mark S. Freedman. “Lisa possess-
es a wide array of skills in marketing and
branding, especially in the social media
realm. The Federation’s important work
and its messaging will be significantly
enhanced through Lisa’s efforts as part of
our team.”

A native of Massachusetts, Smith has
lived in Nashville for almost 10 years. She
has a bachelor’s degree in journalism and
public relations from Ball State
University and a master’s in mass commu-
nication from Middle Tennessee State
University. She and her husband, Ryan,
have two children – Reed, 4, and Mollie,
15 months. c

Lisa Smith joins Federation 
as marketing and 
communications specialistA

s it celebrates its 14th
year as part of the
world’s largest network
of Jewish day camps,
Camp Gan Israel
Nashville (CGI) is

preparing two exciting one-week ses-
sions from June 22 through July 3. 

“Summer is a critical time in a
child’s life,  and a successful summer
camp experience is more than a break
from studies,” said CGI Nashville
Director Esther Tiechtel. “Our program
is designed to let our camper’s minds run
wild, enjoying nature, crafts, sports and
water activities, while building character
and responsibility in a relaxed, fun
atmosphere.”

Each day of camp has a theme, such
as Shabbat or Israel, reflected in that

day’s activities. During the day on which
the theme is charity, for example, the
children create wooden tzedakah boxes,
enjoy a penny hunt, and bake edible
charity boxes. 

The goal of the camp is to create an
exciting environment in which lessons
come alive and kids have a great time,”
Tiechtel said. The camp brings events
such magic shows, carnivals and pony
rides, all on Chabad of Nashville’s
Genesis Campus for Jewish Life.

CGI Nashville offers scholarships,
sibling discounts along with daily hot
lunches. Registration is now open. Those
who apply before June 10 receive a free
camp t-shirt.

For more information or to register
please go to www.chabadnashville.com
or call (615) 646-5750. c

Camp Gan Israel Nashville
readies for its 14th summer



Dianne Berry will receive the Ruach Award and Stan Schklar the Chaver Award at Jewish
Family Service annual meeting on June 11.

The Observer  June 2015 3
ACLF License 59 © 2015 Belmont Village, L.P.

greenhills.belmontvillage.com

Distinctive Residential Settings | Premier Programs for Health and Wellness 
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro | Award-Winning Memory Care 
Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Celebrating the Golden Age 

615.279.9100
4206 Stammer Place  
Nashville, TN 37215

Open for tours seven days a week — call today!

Jewish Family Service will honor Schklar 
and Berry at annual meeting on June 11

J
ewish Family Service invites the
community to its annual meeting
on Thursday, June 11 when it will
install new directors, honor out-
going directors and present awards
to two outstanding volunteers,
Stan Schklar and Dianne Berry.

The meeting will be from 7-8 p.m. in
Hassenfeld Chapel at Akiva School. It
will be followed by a dessert reception.
Those who plan to attend are asked to
RSVP to (615) 354-4234.

The JFS Executive Board slate for
2015 is Howard Safer, president; Ben
Russ, vice-president; Tara Goldberg, sec-
retary; Nan Speller, treasurer; Sandra
Hecklin, immediate past president, and
Lynn Barton and Stan Schklar, executive
committee members at large. 

Schklar will be presented with the
Chaver (friend) Award for providing out-
standing assistance to JFS through collab-
oration and volunteer contributions to the
agency’s mission. He has done much to
build bridges between JFS and the GLBT

community. This has been accomplished
through having a booth for the past four
years at the Gay Pride Festival in June. In
addition, he has co-chaired the Adoption

Journeys fundraiser with the GLBT com-
munity for the past three years raising vital
funds for the adoption program at JFS.   

“Anyone who meets Stan feels like

an instant friend, so the Chaver award is
a very appropriate award for Stan,” said
JFS Executive Director Pam Kelner. 

Berry will be receiving the Ruach
(spirit) Award for outstanding contribu-
tions to the president, board and the
organization.  She is one of the talented
individuals behind the beautiful floral
arrangements at JFS event over the past
five years. 

“Dianne has done the arrangements
for Chesed, the annual meeting, Adoption
Journeys fundraiser with the GLBT com-
munity, family life education programs and
the list goes on,” said Kelner.   

Berry also has also touched many
Jewish organizations in town including
West End Synagogue, Chabad, the
National Council of Jewish Women, the
Gordon Jewish Community Center and
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee as well as Belmont
Mansion.  

Both Berry and Schklar are on the
JFS board. c

Continued from page 1
In addition to the election and

installation of new officers and board
members, presentation of the Young
Leadership Award and remarks by Hyatt
and Executive Director Mark S.
Freedman about the programming and
achievements over the past year, the
meeting agenda includes: 

• A report by some of the mainline
Christian clergy who will have
recently returned from a Federation
trip to Israel. 

• Performances by Lisa Silver and
Robbie Hecht of songs from the newly
released Partnership2Gether CD. 

• A presentation by Tennessee Rep.
John Ray Clemmons of the anti-

BDS resolution approved by the leg-
islature and signed by the governor.

• Remarks from Nancy Flexer about
her experience last December on
the Partnership2Gether teachers
exchange trip to Israel. 

• Announcement of the new B’nai
Tzedek funds established over the
past year with the Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. 
Learner grew up in the Cherry Hills

area of New Jersey as part of a large
Jewish community, where she participat-
ed in Jewish activities ranging from
overnight summer camp to BBYO.
Attracted to Nashville by Vanderbilt’s
well regarded teacher education pro-
gram, she was quickly impressed by the
warmth of its Jewish community. 

As an undergraduate, she became
active in Hillel and participated in relief
missions to Cuba and Argentina. When
it came time to choose a graduate school,
she picked Vanderbilt’s Peabody College
of Education over other programs like the
one at Columbia University in New York. 

“I made a list of pros and cons and
there was only one con – I was so far away
from my family,” Lerner said. By that
time, however, she had built a network of
friends within the Jewish community,
including the family of Cindee and
Michael Gold, who hosted her for many
Passover seders. 

“That was a huge factor for me and
my parents – knowing that I had my
Jewish Nashville family and friends tak-
ing care of me,” Lerner said. 

Though small compared to the
Jewish community in which she grew up,
Nashville’s is warm and cooperative,
Lerner said. “You can walk into any one
of the synagogues and feel welcomed
right away.” 

While pursuing her master’s degree
in special education, Lerner became more
deeply involved in the Jewish communi-
ty as a leader first of Jmingle and then of
its successor, NowGen Nashville, the
Nashville Federation’s young adult divi-
sion. Now a 30-year-old special educa-
tion teacher at Fairview Elementary
School, she currently serves as chair of
NowGen and is the inclusion specialist at
Congregation Micah’s religious school.

Over the past few years Lerner has
been on a Young Leadership Mission to
Israel sponsored by the Jewish Federations
of North America as well as the JFNA
National Young Leadership Conference
in Dallas. And last December she was one
of six Nashville teachers who participated
in a Partnership2Gether exchange trip to
the Hadera-Eiron region of Israel. 

Lerner, who said she is grateful to the
Federation for giving her opportunities to

deepen her Jewish identity and develop
leadership skills, looks at her upcoming
three-year term on the board as an oppor-
tunity to give back to the Jewish commu-
nity that has given so much to her.

“I want to represent the younger
generation and be the voice of
NowGen,” she said, “and at the same
time be an example of how NowGen
members can become more broadly
involved in Jewish activities.” c

Meeting

Nominees for the
2015-2016 

Board of Directors

Officers
Carol Hyatt, president

Lisa Perlen, vice president
Irwin Venick, secretary
Steven Hirsch, treasurer

Board Members (3-year term)
Didi Biesman   

Michael Doochin
Tara Lerner   

David Schwartz 

Rabbinic Representative 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock

Elected Board Members 
Continuing Existing Terms

Dianne Berry       
Daniel Biller
Lori Fishel                

Aron Karabel
David Levy

James Mackler
Michael Simon 
Janet Weismark
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher Mark S. Freedman
Editor Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board Frank Boehm (chair), 

Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone 615/356-3242
Fax 615/352-0056
E-mail charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN
8750-5290) is published monthly for $25
per year by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member
of the American Jewish Press Association
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer

makes every possibly effort to accept only
reputable advertisers of the highest quality,
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their
products.

c    c               c    c

President’s Memo

A
re you willing to lend a
hand to welcome
someone new to our
community?

As it gets ready to
launch a new ambassa-

dor program in the coming months, the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee is
looking for some friend-
ly volunteers who would
be happy to invite a
Nashville newcomer to
have coffee or lunch, or
perhaps a Shabbat din-
ner. Even bringing a
challah to a newcomer’s
home or simply making
a phone call to say hello and answer ques-
tions can make a difference. 

I remember well how challenging it
can be to start over in a new place.
Perhaps you do too. Or maybe you have
lived in Nashville all your life, and

Be an ambassador and help
welcome newcomers

Federation
President Carol

Hyatt

would be willing to share a bit of your
knowledge with someone who is eager to
learn more about the area. 

If you are looking for a fulfilling
volunteer opportunity, one that is flexi-
ble and allows you to determine how
much time you'd like to offer, we want
to hear from you. A few meetings will
be held to provide volunteer ambassa-
dors with some training and informa-
tion for newcomers.

Anyone interested in taking part in
the ambassador program, or who knows
of someone who would appreciate a
warm welcome to our community, please
contact me at carolhyatt@comcast.net or
Harriet Schiftan, the Federation’s plan-
ning and Partnership2Gether director, at
harriet@jewishnashville.org or (615)
354-1687. c

Carol Hyatt is board president of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. 

Community Relations Communiqué

By ABBIE WOLF

A
s you read this column, I
will be in Israel on what
I know will be a mean-
ingful and successful
trip. I am participating
in a Christian Clergy

Mission to Israel. Our group is comprised
of nine mainline
Christian clergy mem-
bers as well as seven
Jewish community
members. For many rea-
sons, I believe this is
one of the most impor-
tant initiatives on our
current Jewish commu-
nal agenda.   

The week-long mission is sponsored
by the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee in conjunction
and its Community Relations
Committee in collaboration with The
Temple. It is funded by a Federation New
Initiatives Grant, which specifically sup-
ports Israel advocacy and education.

The trip will be led by Federation
Executive Director Mark S. Freedman
and Rabbi Mark Schiftan of The
Temple. Ron Galbraith, a former presi-
dent of Congregation Micah, will serve
as the mission’s moderator and facilita-
tor. Other members of the Jewish com-
munity delegation are Federation
President Carol Hyatt, Federation Vice
President and Grants Committee Co-
Chair Lisa Perlen, and Community
Relations Chair Arthur Perlen.

There are several goals for this trip.

One, of course, is to build strong inter-
faith relationships and create ongoing
partnerships between Nashville's main-
line Christian and our local Jewish com-
munity.  Another goal is to show the par-
ticipants the Israel we know – the demo-
cratic state that embraces religious
equality and free access to religious prac-
tice for all its citizens. 

You might wonder why we've invit-
ed this particular group of Christian
clergy to Israel. We recognize and
appreciate the strong support in the
Christian evangelical community for
Israel, so why is this mission so neces-
sary if we already have such wonderful
advocates? The answer to that question
is that Israel is traditionally not as
strongly supported by some mainline
Christian denominations as it is by
those in the evangelical community. 

The reality is that many mainline
Christian churches identify more strong-
ly with the Palestinian side of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. This support has led
some mainline denominations to speak
out in support for the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) move-
ment against Israel. As an example, the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) voted last
year to divest from three companies that
trade with Israel.

What do we hope to accomplish?
Our purpose is to not present a one-
sided perspective of Israel, nor is it to
impose our point of view on our part-
ners. Rather, we hope to show them an
honest view of the situation on the
ground in Israel. Each day has a particu-
lar focus and its own opportunity for
meaningful dialogue. 

We will visit Yad Vashem, and we
will welcome Shabbat at the Western
Wall. We will also study together at the
Pardes Institute in order to help educate
the clergy members about the biblical
and modern history of the State of Israel
through Jewish text study with a particu-
lar emphasis on modern Zionism.

Clergy embraces Israel through Federation

Abbie Wolf

We want to show the clergy mem-
bers as much as we can, and as transpar-
ently as we can. We hope to provide
them with a comprehensive understand-
ing of Israel’s security concerns as it
relates to its borders with neighboring
Arab states and with the West Bank and
Gaza. Toward that end, we will spend
time at the ‘security barrier’ to gain
behind-the-headlines insight into cur-
rent developments.  

I also look forward to learning from
the clergy in our group as we visit a num-
ber of Christian sites such as Christian
East Jerusalem -- Tabgha (the traditional
site of the Miracle of Loaves and Fish)
and Kasser Al Yahud, the spot in Jordan
where Christians believe the baptism of
Jesus took place.

We are grateful to have Ron
Galbraith with us as our skilled facilita-
tor. We will end (and sometimes begin)

most days with a structured group discus-
sion led by Ron. We will listen more
than we speak, because it’s important for
our partners to speak freely and candidly
about all the questions and feelings the
day has evoked for them. 

We are at a critically important and
sensitive time in how the world relates
to Israel, and it’s important to partner
with as many communities as we are
able. We believe this mission will have a
significant impact on local Jewish-
Christian relations in terms of building
stronger support and advocacy for Israel
in the mainline Christian community –
vital in the wake of the ongoing global
efforts to delegitimize and isolate the
Jewish State. c

Abbie Wolf is the community relations
director for the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Nili Friedman (center) was recognized as Nashville Hadassah Woman of the Year in April
during the Tri-Region Hadassah Conference in New Orleans . She is pictured here with
Bettye Berlin of National Hadassah Board (left) and Lee Kansas (right), president of the
Southern Region. Among others from Nashville attending the conference were Barbara
Olsher, Leslie Klein and Victoria Cohen-Crumpton.

Nashville Hadassah in New Orleans
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Christian Zionists rally in Nashville to 
support Israel and oppose anti-Semitism

By CHARLES BERNSEN

A
bout 500 Christian
Zionists packed the
pews of Forest Hills
Baptist Church on
Thursday, May 14 for a
rousing rally in support

Israel and against anti-Semitism.
Sponsored by the Christians

United for Israel (CUFI), “Nashville
and Middle Tennessee Night to Honor
Israel” was held on the 67th anniver-
sary of the day the Jewish state declared
its independence. 

The keynote speaker was 86-year-
old Irving Roth, a Holocaust survivor
and prolific witness who founded and
directs the Holocaust Resource Center at
the Temple Judea in Manhasset, NY.
The event also featured special musical
performances by bluegrass and gospel
legend Ricky Skaggs. 

An offering collected during the
rally will help fund programs of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee for at-risk children in
Israel as well as CUFI on Campus,
whose mission is to advocate for Israel
and combat anti-Semitism on colleges
and universities. 

With 2.2 million members, many of
them Evangelical Christian Zionists,
CUFI describes itself as the largest pro-
Israel advocacy group in the world.

“We are here to honor Israel and
honor the Jewish people,” said Mike
McNally, CUFI’s Tennessee state director.  

Several dozen members of the
Jewish community were on hand for the
event. Federation President Carol Hyatt
and Executive Director Mark Freedman,
along with Rabbi Mark Schiftan of The
Temple, accepted a Metro Council reso-
lution from Mayor Karl Dean and coun-
cil member Josh Stites proclaiming May
14 “Stand with Israel Day.”  

Also in attendance were several rep-
resentatives from the state of Israel. 

Opher Aviran, who is nearing the
end of his five-year term as consul gener-
al of Israel to the southeastern United
States, described the relationship
between the two countries as “the ulti-
mate alliance whose foundation is the
basic values we share.” 

Retired Israeli ambassador Yoram
Ettinger, a respected consultant on the
Mideast and strategic affairs, pointed to
the passage from Leviticus inscribed on
the Liberty Bell – “proclaim LIBERTY
throughout all the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof” – as evidence of the
fundamental values that connect Israel
and the United States. Despite the cur-
rent icy relationship between the politi-
cal leaders of the two countries, day-to-
day cooperation between the two coun-
tries in areas such as defense, agriculture,
high tech and health care remains
strong, Ettinger said.  

He also emphasized that “the bi-
lateral relationship between Israel and
the United States is no longer a one-

way street” and provides benefits worth
billions of dollars to the United States,
particularly for the American defense
industry. 

One of the most rousing ovations
came at the end of remarks by CUFI
Outreach Coordinator Kasim Hafeez, a
British Muslim of Pakistani descent who
said he abandoned radical anti-Semitic
views and founded an Israel advocacy
organization after reading The Case for
Israel by Alan Dershowitz. 

Describing himself now as a
“Muslim Zionist,” Hafeez decried anti-
Zionism as the newest form of anti-
Semitism. Pointing to a large Israeli flag
on the podium from which he spoke, he
said, “For the Jewish people, there is only
one guarantee of ‘never again,’ and it is
that flag.”  c

Rev. Lyndon Allen, CUFI Central Regional Coordinator, blows a shofar to open the rally. 

To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org
and click on “Calendar.” 

Every community event is listed
for your convenience.
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By CHARLES BERNSEN

L
udwig Boehm realized as early
as 1931, when he heard
Adolph Hitler deliver a hate-
filled speech in his hometown
of Bamberg, Germany, that
German Jews faced a dark

future under Nazi rule. Four years later,
even as he and Ilse Barcharach were plan-
ning their wedding, Ludwig informed his
fiancé that he was already making plans
for them to leave Germany. 

By the summer of 1938, having trav-
eled by steamship and train, the couple
arrived in Nashville, where she would get
a job making socks in the May Hosiery
Mill and he would sell suits at Joseph
Frank & Son, a clothing store owned by a
great uncle who had left Germany many
years earlier. 

Dr. Frank Boehm, the only child of
Ludwig and Ilse, has written an account of
how his parents came to be among the
390,000 German Jews who fled their
homeland in advance of the Holocaust,
often with little more than a suitcase of
clothing and a few personal belongs. 

Though it was impossible to envision
the full extent of Nazi atrocities and
extermination of six million European
Jews, “Ludwig did understand that
Germany could no longer be considered a
place for Jews to live a spiritual, peaceful
or productive life,” his son writes in the
3,700-word retrospective titled “The
Story of Ludwig Boehm.” The full text

with photos is posted on the website of
The Jewish Observer of Nashville at
www.jewishobservernashville.org.

Frank Boehm writes “cautionary tale” about
father’s decision to flee Nazi Germany

Boehm, vice chairman of the depart-
ment of obstetrics and gynecology at the
Vanderbilt Medical Center and chairman
of the editorial board of The Observer,
wrote the piece over the course of a
month last winter. He had mentioned
some details of the story in remarks dur-
ing an interfaith gathering in Franklin.
Afterward, he says, someone
approached him and said, “You need to
write that story.”

Boehm describes the piece as “a cau-
tionary tale for American Jews.” He con-
cedes that contemporary American Jews
do not face the kind of state-sponsored
anti-Semitism his father experience in
the late 1930s in Germany – the loss of
civil rights, the confiscation of property,
the enactment of laws that destroyed the
successful hat-manufacturing business he
owned with his brother, and ostracism by
their non-Jewish friends. 

Still, Boehm is concerned about the
rise of anti-Semitism in America and
around the world. And he wonders: If the
danger were to become acute, would he

and other American Jews have “the faith,
courage and vision” that his father
showed not just to recognize it but also to
leave his home, friends and virtually
everything he owned for an uncertain
future in a place he didn’t know.

Boehm also had an intensely person-
al reason for writing his father’s story. 

“I was very close to my father. In fact,
I would describe it as an idyllic father-son
relationship,” he says. “When he passed
away at the age of 85, it felt like a chunk
of me had been removed. So telling his
story was very comforting. It was as if I
was living with him again.”

Of course, he also cannot help but
consider the personal implications of his
parents’ decision – one that not only
saved their lives but made his and those of
his children and grandchildren possible. 

“I was very grateful and proud of
him.” Boehm says of his father. “I remem-
ber asking him once, ‘How did you leave
everything behind?’ 

“He said, ‘You’d be surprised what
you can do when you have to.’” c

Ludwig and Else on their wedding day, Dec.
25, 1935. They chose that day because they
knew “the Nazis and Gestapo would be at
home with their families celebrating
Christmas and therefore would leave
German Jews alone,” their son writes in his
retrospective about the couple’s decision to
leave Germany. Photos provided by the Boehm family

The hat-manufacturing manufacturing plant owned by Ludwig Boehm and his brother Sepp
(shown here on the right) was a thriving business until the Nazis enacted laws preventing non-
Jews from doing business with Jews. 

The second grade class at Congregation Micah selected Jewish Family Service as their
tzedakah project this year.  After a lively and informative visit from Pam Kelner, they decid-
ed to dedicate all of their resources to the JFS Kosher Food Box program.  As they wrapped
up the school year, the students headed to Publix Super Market in Brentwood for a tour and
a kosher food scavenger hunt.  It was an informative, fun and meaningful way to learn more
about our the Nashville Jewish community’s needs and give back to the JFS in gratitude. 

Micah students aid JFS
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Nashville’s first Jewish middle school will open
in August with innovative format and curriculum

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

Y
ou’ll have to excuse Rabbi
Saul Strosberg if he seems a
bit excited these days. Later
this summer he will see a
decade-long dream become
a reality when Nashville’s

first Jewish middle school opens its doors.
Though he is still recruiting stu-

dents, Rabbi Strosberg expects 10 to 15
seventh and eighth graders to be
enrolled when classes begin on Aug. 10
at the Jewish Middle School of Nashville
(JMS Nashville). Eventually he hopes
the school will have as many as 60 stu-
dents in grades 7-9. 

Though he is still recruiting stu-
dents, Rabbi Strosberg expects 10 to 15
seventh and eighth graders to be
enrolled when classes begin on Aug. 10
at the Jewish Middle School of Nashville
(JMS Nashville). He hopes the school
will add about 10 students a year, even-
tually reaching an enrollment of about
60 students in grades 7-9. 

Describing JMS Nashville as “plu-
ralistic but unabashedly Jewish school,”
Rabbi Strosberg said it will have an
innovative educational format and cur-

riculum that combines
online coursework with
collaborative, multi-disci-
plinary learning. 

Rabbi Strosberg said
he has dreamed for 10
years of opening a school
that would extend the
Jewish day school experi-
ence available in
Nashville beyond the K-6
grades at Akiva School,
where his wife, Daniella
Pressner, is principal.  

“This spring I said to
Daniella, ‘We’ve just got to do it,’” Rabbi
Strosberg said, citing the quote attrib-
uted to Hillel: “Where there is no a man,
be a man.” 

Much of the $50,000 needed to
launch JMS Nashville is coming from
two private foundations, although Rabbi
Strosberg is also seeking contributions
from throughout the Jewish community.
Those who wish to contribute or inquire
about enrollment should contact him at
rabbisaul@sherithisrael.com or (615)
292-6614 (ext. 23). 

Rabbi Strosberg will be in charge of
Jewish studies at JMS, which will focus

on critical examinations of traditional
texts and Jewish literature and history
while offering advanced Hebrew. 

But it is in the secular subjects
where the innovative, two-part approach
of JMS Nashville is most prominent. 

Students will take online courses
through the Metro Nashville Public
Schools Virtual School. Using
phones, text, email and online com-
munication applications like Skype
and Google Hangout, qualified teach-
ers will guide them through learning
modules at their own pace. (Read
more about the MNPS Virtual School
at mnps.org/pages/MNPSVirtualSchool.)

In addition to the online course-
work, students will engage every day
in what Rabbi Strosberg describes as
“collaborative, multi-disciplinary
learning projects,” which will be
supervised by Ron Heady, a longtime
educator who will be the school’s mas-

ter teacher. Rabbi Strosberg said the
collaborative format will be multi-dis-
ciplinary, allowing students not only
to integrate what they learn but also
to take risks and tackle large projects
and questions. 

According to its website, JMS
Nashville also will emphasize the arts as
a means of self-understanding and
expression and will provide various ath-
letic opportunities, including a track
team, that focus on developing athletic
skills, teamwork and sportsmanship. 

Some details about the new school
are still being worked out – including
its location, which will be determined
by next month. But Rabbi Strosberg
pointed out that the structure of JMS
Nashville means that aside from a tech-
nology-equipped learning center, it will
require a minimum of facilities, which
also will hold down its costs and stu-
dent tuition.  

He emphasized that students and
their parents will be heavily involved in
determining the school’s personality and
the nature of the educational experience
it provides. 

“We want the culture of the school
to grow from the bottom up,” he said. c

Pew survey of U.S. religious landscape 
provides snapshot of American Jews

NEW YORK (JTA) – The newly
released 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape
Study by the the Pew Research Center
offers a trove of data on American Jews
based on interviews with 35,071 adults,
847 of whom identified themselves as
Jewish. Here are some of the more inter-
esting findings about the Jews. 

They’re highly educated. With a
college graduation rate of about 59 per-
cent (more than twice the national aver-
age of 27 percent), American Jews are
the second most-educated religious group
in America after Hindus, at 77 percent.
What’s more, there are more American
Jews with two or more university degrees
than those who have just one – 31 per-
cent have a graduate degree while 29 per-
cent have only a bachelor’s degree. 

They’re the largest religious
minority. Judaism is the largest faith
group in America after Christianity, and
its relative size in America has grown
slightly since 2007 – from 1.7 percent of
the U.S. population in 2007 to 1.9 per-
cent in 2014. The denominational
breakdown of Jews who identify with the
Jewish faith (“Jews by religion”) is 44
percent Reform, 22 percent
Conservative, 14 percent Orthodox, 5
percent another movement and 16 per-
cent no denomination.

They’re not as white as they used
to be. American Jewish adults are 90
percent white, 2 percent black, 4 percent
Latino, 2 percent Asian-American and 2
percent “other non-Hispanic.” That’s a
notable change from 2007, when whites
comprised 95 percent of American Jews,

Latinos 3 percent, blacks 1 percent, and
the percentage of Asians was negligible.

A quarter of them are losing their
religion. When it comes to religious
retention rates, American Jews come in
third, retaining 75 percent of those raised
Jewish. By comparison, Hindus retain 80
percent and Muslims 77 percent. Behind
the Jews are Evangelical Christians at 65
percent, Mormons at 64 percent,
Catholics at 59 percent, and mainline
Protestants at 45 percent. Jehovah’s
Witnesses retain only 34 percent.

But 17 percent are converts
Judaism. Seventeen percent of
American Jews say they were raised in
another religion. Six percent say they
were raised unaffiliated, 4 percent as
mainline Protestant, 3 percent as
Catholic, and 2 percent each as
Evangelical or some other religion.

Most Jews marry other Jews. Sixty-
five percent of American Jews who are
married or living with a partner are with
a Jew while 35 percent are with a non-
Jew. Nine percent of American Jews are
partnered with Catholics, 8 percent with
mainline Protestants, 4 percent with
peoples of other faiths and 11 percent
with unaffiliated Americans.

The percentage of Jewish singles is
up. The percentage of Jewish adult sin-
gles is growing – up from 19 percent in
2007 to 23 percent in 2014. Fifty-six per-
cent of Jewish adults are married, and
another 6 percent are living with a part-
ner. Fifteen percent were married but are
now separated, divorced or widowed. The
Jewish fertility rate is 2.0 children, com-

pared to 2.1 children for all Americans.
American Jews are mostlyAmerican

born and bred. Sixty-six percent of
Jewish adults are Americans born to
American-born parents. Of the 12 per-
cent of American Jews who are immi-
grants, 5 percent were born in Europe, 4
percent in the Americas, 2 percent in
the Middle East and 1 percent in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Jews still love New York: Where
do America’s Jews live? Forty-two per-
cent in the Northeast, 27 percent in the
South, 20 percent in the West and 11

percent in the Midwest. In the
Northeast, where Jews are most numer-
ous, Jews comprise roughly 4 percent of
the total population. Eight percent of
the New York City area is Jewish.

High incomes … but not for all.
American Jews (44 percent) are more
than twice as likely as average
Americans (19 percent) to have annual
household incomes over $100,000. Yet
16 percent of Jewish adults have annual
household incomes of $30,000 or less,
and 15 percent live in households that
earn between $30,000 and $50,000. c

1918 Broadway   615-329-NOSH (329-6674)
4014 Hillsboro Circle  615-269-3535
Nashville Intl Airport [A|B Terminal]   615-275-NOSH (275-6674)

www.noshville.com

Make Your Mother Happy...
Eat and Enjoy!!!

Dine-In, Carry Out
& Cateringg

Rabbi Saul
Strosberg 

Ron Heady

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.
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By LAUREN MIELZINER 
BUBIS

A
s I settled into the 3½
drive to Gatlinburg, TN,
I kept hearing whistles.
The sound was almost
constant, though it did-
n’t distract me. When I

arrived at the beautiful chalet that
NowGen Nashville had rented for the
weekend, I asked Heather Cohen, one of
my car mates and a NowGen member, if
she had been whistling. 

“Yes! I do that when I’m really
happy!” she replied. 

Heather was happy not only because
she is healthy now but also because she
was able to help organize the two-night
retreat in early May as a way thanking her
NowGen friends who had been there for
her over the course of several years as she
battled an illness. 

“I just wanted to do something as a
‘thank you’ to NowGen, plus the friends I
made and reconnected with through
NowGen,” Heather said. “I had been in
and out if the hospital from 2011-2014
and these friends provided such amazing
support to me during hospital stays and
follow-up medical appointments. My fam-
ily also appreciated everything everyone
did to help me get through that period.” 

NowGen is the young adult division
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and

Middle Tennessee. Eleven of us went on
the retreat the weekend of May 1-3. 

On Friday we enjoyed a home
cooked Shabbat dinner of fresh veggies,
flank steak, and Heather’s homemade
corn bread pudding. Saturday morning,
some of us went for a hike in the Great
Smokey Mountains while others enjoyed
the shops in downtown Gatlinburg. The
afternoon featured go cart racing in
Pidgeon Forge. Shabbat came to an end
with grilled hotdogs and hamburgers fol-
lowed by conversation about Nashville’s
Jewish history. 

“Heather is my oldest friend in
Nashville, so when she had health prob-
lems it was my pleasure to be there for
her,” said NowGen member Jeff
Friedman. “Also, I think being a physi-
cian myself brought her some comfort.
When Heather invited me to go to
Gatlinburg as a thank you, I was thrilled
to go!” 

The retreat was partially underwrit-
ten by the Larry S. and Laura C. Cohen
Family Philanthropic Fund, a fund of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. The fund was estab-
lished in the 1980s and was facilitated by
the late Joe Kraft. c

Lauren Mielziner Bubis is the communi-
ty engagement associate for the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. 

NowGen Nashville members relax in Gatlinburg during Shabbat retreat

Enjoying a home-cooked Shabbat dinner on the NowGen retreat are Libby Skolnik (from left),
Jeff Friedman, Sarah Glassner, Daniel Lansky and Heather Cohen.

Retreat participants Denis Sverdlov (from left), Sam Cates, Libby Skolnik, and Heather Cohen. 

With help from Max Morris and Heather Cohen, Forrest Galloway (left) celebrates his birthday
on the retreat. 

World’s smallest Bible on view at the Israel
Museum – for those who can see it

By GABE FRIEDMAN

(JTA) – You’ve never seen the Bible
like this before. That is, if you can actual-
ly see this version.

For the 50th anniversary of the
Shrine of the Book wing of the Israel
Museum, which houses the Dead Sea
Scrolls, the museum has launched an
exhibition on the “nano bible,” which it
says is the world’s smallest. 

Created by Israeli scientists at the
Technion, the Nano Bible is engraved
onto a 0.5 mm2 chip and is barely visible.
A Technion description compares it to
the size of a grain of sugar. It was first pro-
duced back in 2009, when one of the first
copies was given to Pope Benedict XVI
on his trip to Israel.

This Bible,
conceived by Uri
Sivan and Ohad
Zohar of the Russell
B e r r i e
Nanotechnology
Institute at the
Technion, is tech-
nically an engrav-
ing. To produce it,
engineers took a
wafer of silicon,
coated it with a
layer of gold less
than 100 atoms
thick and engraved
the text with a
focused ion laser
beam. Engraving

the book’s 1,200,000 Hebrew letters would
have been a – ahem – biblical undertak-
ing, so naturally the scientists devised a
computer program that allowed the ion
beam to inscribe the letters in about 90
minutes. Compare that to the year and a
half it can take for a scribe to complete a
kosher, hand-lettered Torah scroll.

“More than any other book, the
Bible symbolizes the transmission of
human civilization from one generation
to another,” Sivan said. “We tried to con-
nect to the device. We wanted to get peo-
ple curious about the revolution that is
taking place before their eyes.”

The exhibition, which opened on
April 20, runs through the end of next
year. c

Technion President Peretz Lavie (left) with James S. Snyder, the Anne
and Jerome Fisher Director of The Israel Museum, observing the Nano
Bible. Photo Courtesy of the American Technion Society
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Summer AT THE  
        SCHERMERHORN

MORE CONCERTS (Sorry, no discount)

I N  H D  W I T H  T H E  
N A S H V I L L E  S Y M P H O N Y  

P E R F O R M I N G  L I V E

June 25 at 1 & 7 pm | June 26 at 7 pm June 29

June 12 at 1 & 7 pm June 17

615.687.6400 
NashvilleSymphony.org 

wi t h  t h e  
NASHVILLE  SYMPHONY

(Sorry,, no discount))scountc, no dis(S

FEATURING  

MICKY DOLENZ  
& PETER TORK

July 31July 30

AN INTIMATE  
EVENING WITH

I N  H D  W I T H  T H E  N A S H V I L L E  
S Y M P H O N Y  P E R F O R M I N G  L I V E

July 2 July 3

WITH THE NASHVILLE SYMPHONYWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHEEEEEEEEEEEE NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMPPPPPPPPPHHHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNYYYYYYYYYY

MOVIE

MOVIE

mention this ad for $5 OFF select tickets to these concerts

Observer 6.2015
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Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing

Cell: 615-351-7333 
Office: 615-371-2424
Fax: 615-371-2429

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

email: fpargh@me.com franklinpargh.com 
1585 Mallory Lane 
Suite 103
Brentwood, TN 37027

Purchase a $150 card for $100. 
YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO PURCHASE PROMO CARDS
No Phone Orders. Cash, check or major credit cards accepted 

Promo Cards go on Sale at 7:00 AM

Belle Meade

5109 Harding Pk

1/4 mi. west of the 

Belle Meade 

Plantation

353-0809

Arrive Early
Cool Springs

650 Frazier Dr

Next toThomasville 

Furniture

778-9950

Quantities 
Limited

ANNUAL PROMOTIONAL CARD SALE!
Benefiting Belle Meade Plantation

& A Vintage Affair

Sale #1
Belle Meade Store
Monday July , 201

Sale #2
Cool Springs Store 
Tuesday July , 201

W W W. S P E R R Y S . C O M

$100 off any banquet room rental 
through February 28, 2016

with this coupon

Bellevue Eyecare Center
Dr. James W. Kirkconnell and Associates

Optometric Physicians

40%
Frame and lenses. Discount excludes options. Not valid with vision plans.

In the Baptist Bellevue Medical Center

 

(615) 662-7588

Observer 6.2015

Observer 6.2015

Observer 6.2015

Observer 6.2015

Observer 6.2015
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Sign up. Sign on. Save more!
Kroger.com

Kroger Mobile App
With everything you need right at your 
fi ngertips, planning your shopping trip is easier 
than ever!

 • Check your fuel points

 • Browse and download digital coupons

 • View your weekly ad

 • Create a shopping list that automatically 

  adds your favorite items

   My Prescriptions
Understanding and refi lling your 
prescriptions online is fast, safe and easy!

 • Refi ll ongoing prescriptions for you and

  your family, including your pets

 • Check your refi ll status

 • See detailed information about your

  prescriptions, including dosage instructions

   Digital Coupons
Download right to your Shopper’s Card,
so they’re always handy!

 • Download both Kroger and 

  Manufacturer’s digital coupons

  directly to your Card

   Kroger Community Rewards
Support your favorite nonprofi t organization 
every time you use your Shopper’s Card in-store!

 • Enroll your favorite school, church, sports or 

  other nonprofi t organization and earn rewards 

  for them each time you shop

 • There is no cost to participate and it will 

  not aff ect your fuel points
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Hart Ace Hardware-Bellevue
8203 Highway 100

Nashville, TN 37221
(615) 662-6767

Store Hours: 
Mon-Fri 7:30-7, Sat 8-6, Sun 12-5

www.hartacehardware.com 

Hart ACE Hardware-Belle Meade
5304 Harding Road
Nashville, TN 37205

(615) 352-5252
Store Hours: 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6, Sat 8-6, Sun 12-5

Observer 6.2015

15% off all merchandise and repairs
thru Aug. 31, 201  with this ad

Belle Meade Plaza
4548 Harding Rd.

Nashville, TN 37205
615-269-3288

bellemeadejewelry.com

Observer 6.2015

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

Design and Renovation
Move Management

Downsizing and Organizing

Sara Beth Warne • 615.330.9918
www.AgingInPlaceServices.net

Observer 6.2015

Observer 6.2015

New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email:
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturda certified MTA access driver!
ra riders going to the same destination will not need a

voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.

Observer 6.2015

To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to 
www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on 
“Calendar.” 

Every community event 
is listed for 

your convenience.
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or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

“So long as within the inmost heart a
Jewish spirit sings, so long as the eye looks
eastward, gazing toward Zion, our hope is
not lost – the hope of two thousand years: to
be a free people in our land, the land of Zion
and Jerusalem.”
 Hatikvah, the national anthem of the
Jewish people 

By RABBI MARK SCHIFTAN

T
o all of our precious Jewish
young adults, the good
news is that there has
never been a better time
or a better place to be a
Jew. Your generation has

opportunities unlike any other before it
in Jewish history. There are no longer
quotas limiting our access to higher edu-
cation or the professions. In fact, schools
that once denied Jews equal access now
actively seek out and recruit the younger
members of our faith. 

You live in a land where the govern-
ment protects your rights and defends
your liberties, shields you from harm and
shelters you from threats of violence.
Therefore, the choice to identify yourself
as a Jew, to live as a Jew – or to choose not
to do so – is yours alone. For the first time
in human history, no one is singling you

out, thereby making
that decision for you. No
one cares – but you. 

And so, given these
opportunities, you have
a choice: You can choose
to stand apart from your
homeland, from your
people – or to stand with
them. You can stand up

for our values and our ideals, echoing our
prophets prayers for peace – or you can dis-
connect, disengage or keep silent. 

Let me encourage you to choose to
stand with Israel and with our people.
They need you.

Educate yourselves about Israel.
Arm yourselves with the facts and learn
how to use them to defend our homeland
and our people. 

The Book of Ecclesiastes reminds us
that there is a time to keep silent and a
time to speak. Perhaps there are times,
near the proximity of battle, to reduce
the volume of our public self-criticism
and instead amplify our self-defense. Let
me gently suggest that this may be a time
to lessen our public expression of that
which we don’t admire or agree with in
terms of Israeli foreign or domestic poli-
cy and to recognize that there are critical
moments, and this is one of them, when

Israel and its people need to hear from us
with one, united voice that we stand
shoulder to shoulder with them.

This is by no means a suggestion
that everything Israel does, has done or
yet may do is the right choice, the most
ethical choice or the best choice for her
future or ours. Like us, the Palestinian
people also have legitimate aspirations.
But let there be no mistake: There is no
moral equivalency between using an iron
dome to shield innocent civilians and
using innocent civilians as human
shields. There can be no hope of a two
state solution unless one of them is
explicitly acknowledged as Jewish, a
sanctuary and as a homeland for the
Jewish people. 

Finally, let me encourage you, our
children who will comprise the next gen-
eration of Jewish adults, to strive to be —
as our prophets implore us — pursuers of
peace, to continue to work for, to long
for, and to dream of a true, secure and
enduring peace. That is still our highest
aspiration, and our most fervent hope. 

I close with a heartfelt prayer, writ-
ten by an Israeli teenager that expresses
this eternal yearning for shalom:

What shall I ask you for, God?
I have everything.

There’s nothing I lack.
I ask only for one thing
And not for myself alone; 
It’s for many mothers, and children,

and fathers 
Not just in this land, but in many lands

hostile to each other. 
I’d like to ask for Peace. 
Yes, it’s Peace I want, 
And you, you won’t deny the single

wish of a child. 
You created the Land of Peace, 
Where stands the City of Peace, 
But where still there is no Peace...
What shall I ask you for, God? 
I have everything. 
Peace is what I ask for, 
Only Peace.

Your people needs you at this hour.
Your homeland needs you at this hour.
What will you do? The choice, dear
Children of Israel, is yours. May you,
may we, choose wisely.

Amen. c

Mark Schiftan, senior rabbi at The
Temple, wrote this column before leaving on
May 27 on a mission to Israel. The Rabbis’
Corner is a regular monthly commentary
that rotates among the Nashville areas con-
gregational rabbis.

Rabbi Mark
Schiftan

An open letter to the next generation

Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces and letters from Nashville area resi-
dents on topics of interest to the Jewish community as long as they have not been
published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Submissions should be sent by
the 15th of the month prior to publication to Editor Charles Bernsen at
charles@jewishnashville.org or 801 Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 37205. The
Observer reserves the right edit all submissions for clarity, length and style. 

letters to the editor
To the editor, 

In the spring I am reminded of the
baseball movie “Bull Durham” in which
the aging veteran catcher (played by
Kevin Costner) advises the fiery rookie
pitcher (played by Tim Robbins) to play
the game with fear and arrogance. The
young pitcher, however, hears the word
“ignorance.” 

I suggest the game of life calls for a
modest amount of fear and arrogance but
tempered with reason and humility. 

In today’s world, with countries at war
and national borders at risk, we need our
leaders to act with confidence, not
responding to constituents clamoring for
action based on irrational fears of the
unknown. Likewise when mobs of people
begin rioting in the streets, the individual
thought process ceases and collective mass
instinct and primal fear dictates action.

When people get emotionally charged and
wound up, it becomes more difficult to
think and act clearly. This is often why
people are told to “sleep on a big decision.” 

We can’t eliminate fear and irra-
tionality. We need to recognize and
accept our emotions as part of our
human nature. However, that doesn’t
mean we should allow them to dictate
our decisions and actions. Though it is
difficult, we must put aside our fears,
prejudices and preconceived notions.
That is where humility comes in. Instead
of thinking we know it all based on our
advanced degrees or stature at work or
accumulated wealth, we should conduct
genuine research of facts and then form
our opinion.

Sincerely, 
Greg Goldberg

By ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN 

A
s one who has been
critical of the some-
times overheated reac-
tion to what is taking
place regarding Jews on
campus, I also believe

it is vital to monitor the situation close-
ly and to be able to reevaluate as things
may change.

I still believe that the vast majority
of Jewish students have normal lives on
campus where they can be comfortable
in their own skins and with their Jewish
identities. That is why a recent survey
suggesting that more than 50 percent of
Jewish students experienced anti-
Semitism in one form or another was dis-
turbing. This survey – which in my opin-
ion was flawed – was not a helpful read-
ing of what is going on.

And yet, something is changing.  We
need to identify what it is and deal with it
– without declaring that the sky is falling.

Polls of the American people in the
last few years indicate an increasing gap
in attitudes toward Israel between those
who identify themselves as conservatives
and those who identify themselves as lib-
erals. The latter are increasingly ques-
tioning Israeli policies and expressing
interest in a more balanced American
approach to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. It is this phenomenon that is lend-
ing support to the anti-Israel forces on
campus. 

There has always been a measure of
left-wing opposition to Israel on campus-
es, whether from faculty or some student
groups.  For sure they are more organized
today.  Students for Justice in Palestine,

the main organizing force behind the
boycott, divestment and sanctions cam-
paigns, has refined and intensified its
tactics and is popping up on new cam-
puses every month or so.  Regardless of
the fact that the BDS campaign on col-
lege campuses has had little impact on
Israel – many, if not most, of the boycott
votes have been soundly defeated – it is
creating a great deal of noise on campus
and beyond, raising a lot of attention
and contributing to the sense of discom-
fort of Jewish students.

But the biggest change is the fertile
ground in which the anti-Israel commu-
nity is sowing its seeds. 

The trends that are appearing relate
to the perception of Jewish students and
their relations with other minority com-
munities.  There are suggestions that
Jews do not qualify for participation in
minority community activity on campus,
for two reasons. First, they are deemed
people of privilege, not minorities wor-
thy of special attention. Second, their
assumed support for “colonialist,
apartheid” Israel puts them in the camp
of would-be oppressors rather than tar-
gets and opponents of prejudice.

Recent incidents at UCLA and
Stanford bring this disturbing phenome-
non into focus.  At UCLA, the qualifi-
cations of a student candidate for a
Judicial Board position were questioned
because of her Jewish identity and affili-
ation with the Jewish community on
campus. At Stanford, a student running
for a position in student government was
asked how her Jewish identity might
influence her position on divestment
from Israel.

What was so stunning to the stu-

dent applicants was not that they were
asked about their views on Israel – they
were aware that, unfortunately, these
bodies supported boycott actions
against the Jewish State.  Rather, what
was so shocking was that there was no

shame in introducing the candidates’
Jewishness as the critical factor in
assessing their candidacies.

It is this linking of attitudes toward
Israel and attitudes toward Jews that raises

Continued on page 17

Anti-Semitism on campus: old wine in new bottles
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 Community Engagement Associate

Great Job in Jewish Nashville. If you’re up for the 
challenge of developing and amplifying young adult 
engagement in Nashville, TN we are looking for you! 
Seeking a professional to direct and envision the 
young adult initiative, NOWGEN Nashville. Develop 
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FULL LISTING: 
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“A Living Legend” By Yoni Glatt
Editor: DavidBenkof@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Challenging  •  Solution on page 18

Across
1 Like films by Eli Roth
6 For Moses's wife, it was a widow's peak
10 Irene who sang the title song to

Bruckheimer's "Flashdance"
14 Banks who played with Ken

Holtzman
15 Cholent might have a strong (and

pleasant) one
16 King after Manasseh

17 1971 classic by 58-Across set
between 1939-1941, with "The"

19 Rabbi Moses Isserles
20 Birds where they light Chanukah

candles in summer
21 Shekels in Romania
22 Like a young Esau
23 Portman's "V for Vendetta" co-star
24 1951 maritime classic by 58-Across,

with "The"

27 Dip alternative to hummus
29 Trevor Smith's NHL team, on the

scoreboard
30 Moses to Korach, in slang
31 The ends of cities Ashkelon and

Ramat Gan?
33 Basic hydroxyl compound that

chemists like Chaim Weizmann study
34 Bklyn. J with many Jewish 

businesses
35 See 58-Across
38 Location of by-gone Kosher chat

rooms
40 Deputy Secretary of State Tony

Blinken to Obama, e.g.
41 Early career letters for Samberg and

Sandler
42 Busy Jew in April, stereotypically
43 Moses to Aaron, in slang
44 Makes a parnassah
48 1959 work by 58-Across subtitled

"The Jewish Way of Life"
53 "Eizeh Yofi"
54 Brother who found the nation that

would destroy the Bet Hamikdash
55 Boating need for the Kinneret
56 A chip for Erik Seidel
57 One way to get to Tel Aviv
58 Pulitzer Prize winner whose date 

of becoming a 35-Across is 
May 27, 2015

61 There's often more than one in a
kosher kitchen

62 "Up and ___!" ("Boker Tov!")
63 Become accustomed (to), like a 

new Oleh with Hebrew
64 Tests srs. in Israel don't take
65 Lech follower
66 Purim heroine, to Fritz

Down
1 Warsaw escape routes, for some
2 Peninsula that was once proposed as

becoming a Jewish state

3 Like Rosh Hashanah
4 Clears (of), as chametz
5 Ken of Israel?
6 ___ Aviv (Bet Shemesh neighbor-

hood)
7 Einstein contemporary Hubble
8 "Torch Song Trilogy" costume part
9 Pilot in Heller's "Catch- 22"
10 Artscroll proof mark
11 Steve Stone, Steven Spielberg, or

Rabbi Alysa Stanton, e.g.
12 Last name of Jewish oppressor

Alexander III
13 Make like Freud
18 End of a big schnozz
22 Like a fancy shtreimel
24 Rav Moshe Feinstein forbade its use
25 Volcano that's more than 4000 km

from Jerusalem
26 They called Jews "dhimmi"
28 Go on a shidduch date (or two)
32 Prevents tzimmes from sticking to the

pot
33 Haifa to Tzfat dir.
35 One bringing a case to Bet Din
36 Biblical kingdom
37 ___ mode, milchig dessert option
38 Jamie Lee Curtis, e.g.
39 Jamie Lee Curtis role in Trading

Places
45 Needed to buy more farfel
46 Mother rival to God
47 Not emes
49 Acts like a Bar Mitzvah boy who just

wants to get it over with
50 ___ deah
51 Radiation in much of Stan Lee's

work
52 Light name?
56 Barley beards, pre-cholent
58 Kubrick's computer
59 Like Seinfeld's "yada yada": Abbr
60 "___ Wieder!" (German for "Never

Again!")

We will be highlighting all things 
seniors in this issue.

Special offer when you advertise
1/8 page ad or larger!
Along with your ad, send up to 
250 words highlighting your 
business for inclusion in the editorial
section of this special issue!

The Observer’s Annual

All Things Seniors
ISSUE

Deadline for ads is July 15, 2015
Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax: 615-352-0056

Coming 
August 2015
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Phil Roseman will be called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah
this month – for the
third time in his long
life. 

Judaism tradition-
ally considers a lifetime
to be 70 years, and
every 13 years there-
after a Jew may observe
another bar mitzvah ceremony. Phil cel-
ebrated his second at the age of 83 in
2002 at Congregation Micah with Rabbi
Ken Kanter. Now 96, he will observe his
third bar mitzvah ceremony at 6 p.m. on
Friday, June 5th at Congregation Micah.

Phil grew up in an Orthodox congre-
gation in Cambridge, MA and made his
first bar mitzvah at age 13. After serving
during World War II in the U.S. Army
Air Force in England, Phil settled in
West Tennessee, established a successful
garment industry and raised his family. 

Since retirement, Phil has lived in
Nashville with his wife, Jean. Both are
active in the Nashville Jewish communi-
ty. He has three children, Betty Signer of
South Bend, IN; Dr. Hal Roseman of
Nashville, and Barry Roseman of
Atlanta. His granddaughter Gabriella
Roseman (Gabbe) will become a bat mitz-
vah later this year.

Ryan Krichbaum will be called to
the Torah as a bar mitz-
vah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, June 6 at
Congregation Micah.
Ryan is the son of Peri
and Eric Krichbaum
and the brother of
Andrew. His grandpar-
ents are Marcia and
Albert Fishman, the late
Robert Carlin, and Sharon and Robert
Krichbaum. His great-grandparents are
Ida Mae Krichbaum and Robert Harper. 

Ryan is a seventh grader at Heritage
Middle School, where he is an A stu-
dent. He has been selected to participate
in the Duke Talent Identification
Program and is enrolled in eighth grade
math and high school Spanish. He plays
baseball and is a second-degree level 3
black belt in taekwondo, which he had
been doing since he was 5. He also
enjoys playing the guitar, piano and
video games. 

For his mitzvah project, Ryan is
working with Critter Cavalry Rescue. He
is helping rescued dogs acclimate to peo-
ple so they can be adopted into their for-
ever homes. He is spending time with
two of the more than 100 puppies res-
cued from a puppy mill in Kentucky.
Won’t you please adopt a shelter animal?

Evan Parker Guzman will be called
to the Torah as a bar
mitzvah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, June 13 at
Congregation Micah.
He is the son of Laurie
Guzman, brother of
Benjamin D. Guzman,
and grandson of Fred
and Eileen Miller.

Evan is in the sev-
enth grade at Freedom Middle School in
Franklin. Evan works hard and strives to
be exceptional at all that he does. He has

been a straight A student since the start
of his secular education. Evan also has an
extreme love for the game of baseball
and hopes someday to play professional
baseball. He is an amazing baseball play-
er within the Franklin and Grassland
travel teams.

For the past three years, Evan has
volunteered to mentor and work with
students with learning disabilities and
those who need that extra one-on-one
assistance from fellow students. He loves
to serve and cares for others. At a very
early age he became aware that his God
given gifts are meant to help and support
others whenever possible. 

Gordon Harrison Yancey will be
called to the Torah as a
bar mitzvah at 10:30
a.m. on Saturday, June
20 at Congregation
Micah. Gordon is the
son of Marlene and
Chet Yancey, whose
four dogs and two cats
complete their family.
He is the great-grandson
of Jean Richardson of
Balboa Island, CA; and grandson of
Marilyn and Henry Foyer of Nashville
and Connie and Bill Yancey of Houston.

Gordon was born in Nashville,
where six generations of his Jewish fami-
ly have lived. His great-great-great
grandfather was one of the founders of
Congregation Sherith Israel.

Gordon will be an eighth grader in
the fall at University School of
Nashville. He loves to play basketball,
watch basketball, go to NBA games
when he can, write stories, be creative
and inventive, and care for animals. He's
been donating his allowance and donat-
ing supplies, when needed, to Nashville
Humane Association since he was 4.

For his mitzvah project, Gordon is
donating to Save Vanishing Species/
The Amur tiger.  He is also continuing to
volunteer his time and raising funds for
Nashville Humane Association.  

Hershel Peiser will be called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah at
9 a.m. on Saturday, June
20 at Congregation
Sherith Israel. Hershel
is the son of Ross and
Anita Peiser and grand-
son of Jerald and
Tamara Peiser of

Nashville and Manfred and Barbara Katz
of Wilmington, DE. 

A graduate of Akiva School,
Hershel will be attending Camp Gan
Israel Floriday this summer for the third
consecutive year. His interests include
Jewish learning, technology and sports. 

In gratitude for becoming a bar mitz-
vah, Hershel will donate money to Yad
Eliezer's Bar Mitzvah Fund supporting
needy families. This fund provides a cel-
ebration for families in need, tefillin, and
a new pair of clothes for Israeli boys
becoming b’nai mitzvah. 

Jonah Foster will be called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah
at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, June 27 at
Congregation Micah.
Jonah is the son of Liz
Feinberg and Jeff
Foster, brother of
Micah, and grandson
of Ruth Feinberg and
Jane Foster. 

Jonah is currently in seventh grade
at JT Moore Middle School. He is an

excellent student and athlete. Jonah is
an avid reader, a drummer in the JT
Moore band and a comedy buff with an
emphasis on the Simpsons, Jerry Seinfeld
and Mel Brooks. He plays soccer for JT
Moore and plays basketball and baseball
for WNSL teams. He also enjoys ulti-
mate Frisbee and excels at sports-related
PS4 games. 

For his mitzvah project, Jonah plans
to collect gently-used sports equipment
to donate to disadvantaged kids.

Births
Shannon and Adam Cohen of

Franklin announce the birth of their son,
Dylan Jacob Cohen, on Feb. 27. Dylan is
the first grandchild of Melinda and Bill
Cohen of Brentwood and Debbie and
Toby Leonhardt of Franklin. 

Rabbi Saul Strosberg and Daniella
Pressner announce the birth of their son
Yedid Tuviel Strosberg on May 10. His
grandparents are Arn and Malka
Pressner of Skokie, IL, and James and
Margo Strosberg of Schenectady, NY. 

Anti-Semitism 
Continued from page 15
concern about the future of Jewish life
on campus.  

Larry Summers foresaw this problem
in 2002 when he was president of
Harvard. In rejecting a divestment cam-
paign at the university, he decried the
abhorrent comparison of democratic
Israel to apartheid South Africa.  He
then went on to explain that while not
all who advocated divestment from Israel
were motivated by anti-Semitism, their
support of a campaign against the good
name of the Jewish state contributed to a
climate in which anti-Semitism is more
palatable.

In effect, the campus campaigns
against Israel are beginning to lessen
inhibitions against expressing anti-
Jewish prejudice and legitimize attacks
on Jews. While this phenomenon is in its
nascent stage, it is important to deal
with it now on several levels.

First, greater efforts must be made to
generate a more balanced view of Israel
and the region among minority students.
Some are undoubtedly locked into their
anti-Israel perspective for ideological
reasons.  But many others are certainly

open to hearing a different take on the
Middle East – not one in which Israel is
always in the right, but a complicated
narrative about competing interest and
needs.

Second, it must be made clear that
whatever one’s views on the conflict,
treating Jews differently is unacceptable
and doing so is what it is – anti-
Semitism. University officials must speak
out clearly and unequivocally against
even the slightest hint of singling Jews
out that way.

Third, we must continually assess
the status of Jews on campus in a calm
and rational way, distinguishing between
the real challenges Jewish students face
without sending alarm signals which
could undermine the normal life on cam-
pus that exists for most of them.

Jews in America have made too
much progress over the last half-century
to cause us to overreact. Still, we cannot
afford to be complacent. We have to
address these campus issues now before
they expand further and spin out of con-
trol, truly creating a widespread worri-
some atmosphere. c

Abraham H. Foxman is national direc-
tor of the Anti-Defamation League.
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

around the town
Rabbi panel will
discuss same-sex
marriage

Local rabbis representing the
Orthodox, Reform and Conservative
movements will hold a panel discussion
this month on how same-sex marriage
from the perspective of Jewish texts, laws
and traditions.  

The event is scheduled for 7 p.m.
June 9 at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. It is co-sponsored by Hadassah,
the National Council of Jewish Women
and the Tennessee Equality Project.  

Can’t get to
Bonnaroo, try 
The Temple’s 
Sha-Bonnaroo 

If you didn’t get tickets to the
Bonnaroo Music Festival, never fear.
The Temple is planning a contemporary
Shabbat experience this month called
“Sha-Bonnaroo.” 

It begins at 6 p.m. on Friday, June 12
with a casual Shabbat service – come
dressed in your blue jeans – featuring
upbeat music performed by some of The
Temple’s own musical rock stars. 

The next day is the Sha-Bonnaroo
Bar-B-Que for young adults and families
at 4 p.m. in Parmer Park. Bring your
instruments to play as the kids play in
the park and enjoy treats and Havdallah.  

For more information, contact
Rabbi Michael Shulman at (615) 352-
7620. 

Micah to honor 
educator 
Dick Morin on 
June 12 

An educator by training, Richard
“Dick” Morin has
been imparting a love
of Judaism through-
out this city for
decades. A significant
number of Nashville
bnai mitzvah have
occurred because he
helped.

C o n g r e g a t i o n
Micah will honor him for his work at 5:30
p.m. on Friday, June 12. 

Was Mr. Morin your teacher or
tutor? The community is invited to this
special Shabbat service in which they
can show Mr. Morin how much he is
appreciated. 

Temple and
NowGen will hold
event at Arrington
Vineyards  

The Temple’s Next Dor for young
adults and NowGen Nashville are plan-
ning an afternoon of good wine, good
food and good friends from 2-4 p.m.
Sunday, June 28 at Arrington
Vineyards. 

The cost is $10 a person. Please
RSVP to Rabbi Michael Shulman at
(615) 352-7620. 

GJCC June exhibits
feature work by
Watkins, Light,
Pinsonneault and
Lewis

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center’s rotating art exhibitions will fea-
ture the work of three artists and a furni-
ture craftsman from June 2-30. 

The Janet Levine March Gallery will
showcase the work of Stephen Watkins,
whose large-form art strives to capture
what is human and what is real through
the form known as expressionism.

The Janet Levine March Gallery 2
will feature the mask art of Ann Light,
who uses her masks as a canvas for
unusual and often intricate designs.

The Sig Held Gallery showcase the
work of Karen June Pinsonneault, who
creates heavy acrylic paintings with
unique texture and dimension, often
employing artifacts like glass, sand,
starfish, beads, wood anything else she
finds intriguing.

Furniture crafted by Tom Lewis will
be on display throughout the galleries.
Lewis scavenges for material and chal-
lenges himself to build items that are
both beautiful and useful. 

The reception for the artists is on
Wednesday, June 3rd from 7-9 p.m. at
the GJCC, 801 Percy Warner Blvd.
There will be live music by DJ Spun
Counterguy along with complimentary
food and wine.  For more information,
contact the GJCC at (615) 354-1699 or
curator Carrie Mills at carrie@nashville-
jcc.org, or go to www.nashvillejcc.org.

Jewish cyclists will
be in Nashville this
month raising
money for Holocaust
awareness

The Jewish Motorcyclists Alliance’s
11th Ride to Remember will take place

Richard “Dick”
Morin
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To access the 
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go to www.jewishnashville.org
and click on “Calendar.” 

Every community event is list-
ed for your convenience.

this month in Nashville and will benefit
the Tennessee Holocaust Commission.

The JMA, an international umbrel-
la organization consisting of 40 motorcy-
cle clubs, stages the event each year to
raise funds for Holocaust awareness and
education. This year’s Ride to Remember
is June 18-20. The money it raises will
benefit the THC’s Holocaust Memories
Alive Film Archive Project, which con-
sists of 80 hours of film footage of 100
Tennessee survivors, refugees and libera-
tors. The group will be staying at the
Embassy Suites at the Nashville Airport.

“The JMA see this as an opportuni-
ty to enhance the impact of the THC,
which will go well beyond Tennessee,”
the organization said in a press release.
“The survivors want to ensure that the
vow they took to never forget is trans-
mitted to future generations in both
Jewish and general communities with
the hope that such an atrocity may never
be allowed to occur again.

For further information contact Betsy
Ahrens at betsy.ahrens@verizon.net.

Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

CAREGIVER
AVAILABLE

Experienced caregiver. Excellent
with organizational type work and
office help. Excellent references.
Call Judy at (615) 310-5287.

SEEKING CAREER
OPPORTUNITY

Mark Horwitz, Experience includes
Electrical Engineering, Music,
Speech Pathology, exploring new
work possibilities within the
community. Currently employed &
supermensch. ph # 215.500.6445
markhorwitz@yahoo.com

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD
Specialist in Orthodontics 

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
Green Hills  269-5903

2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
www.drgluck.com

PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS

THERAPY IN MOTION, P.C.
Dr Michael J. Malawey, PT
Dr Cindy M.  Malawey, PT

- Orthopedic disorders of the Neck,
Back and Extremities including post surgery

- Stroke and Brain injury recovery
- We bring the clinic to your home
- 40 years of combined experience

Therapy in Motion, P.C.
Call 760-224-3081 or 760-715-4789

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, LPC/MHSP
Licensed Professional Counselor

Individual, Adolescent and Couples
Counseling

For consultation please contact me at:
615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com

Patricia Straus, Broker, MBA, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Platinum Club Award Recipient
Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele

www.PatriciaStraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333
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New in Bangkok, new to Chabad
By ANNA LAUREN LEVY

I
moved to Bangkok in 2012 to
teach English and had been living
in a guesthouse on Khao San Road
while looking for employment
when Rosh Hashanah came
around. 

Having spent my teenage years
rebelling against Judaism, and only
attending Hillel in college, I wanted to
find a service that would feel like a home
away from my home congregation. I had-
n’t realized Thailand is a popular vaca-
tion destination for Israelis after being
discharged from the Israeli Defense
Force.  I was happily surprised to see
Hebrew signs throughout the Khao San
District, though I couldn’t read them.
Fortuitously, a Chabad house was one
street over from my guesthouse, though
I’d never been to one and wasn’t familiar
with them. 

On Rosh Hashanah evening, I
arrived too early for services. Feeling
awkward that no one else was inside, I
left and came back 30 minutes later. But
by leaving and returning, I had raised the
suspicions of the tall, dark Israeli bounc-
er-greeter at the door.  When I tried to
re-enter moments before the start of
service, he said, “Passport?”

I hadn’t needed a passport when I
had entered previously. Confused, I told
him that I just wanted to go to Rosh
Hashanah services. But he denied me
passage. With services starting, it was too
late to hurry back to get my passport
from my guesthouse. I stared to cry. I felt
homesick for my family and the familiar
faces of my home synagogue. 

A man in a kippah and tzitzit
appeared, inquiring about my crying, and
then turned to me and asked me some-
thing in Hebrew. I shook my head. “You
don’t speak Hebrew, but you’re Jewish?”
the man asked. I nodded, and he asked
for my name.

“Anna Levy,” I said, stressing my last
name. To me that was my passport. And
I pulled up my Star of David necklace, as
if that would prove I was part of the
tribe. 

He ushered me forward, thanking
the bouncer. The Chabad House was
now full of tanned Israelis with thick
curly hair, all speaking Hebrew. Feeling
shy and intimidated,  I took up a siddur
and headed for the sanctuary. I didn’t
notice it was full of men until one of
them shook his head at me and pointed
towards a screen in the back of the
room. Of course I knew that in ortho-
dox congregations men and women sat
separately. But I’d dived into my first
Chabad experience without any
Wikipedia-ing – a classic Anna over-
sight. Embarrassed, I went behind the
screen. I was upset that I could only
catch glimpses of the service from
behind the screen. I was frustrated that
it was in all Hebrew and I had no idea
where we were in the siddur. And I was
mad that I had just wanted to be Jewish
for Rosh Hashanah and that that was
proving difficult.     

Despite feeling sorry for myself, I
stayed until the end of the service. At
that point, I sprung up and ran for the
door. But a young, pudgy guy – Yichid –
stopped me. He had seen me crying. 

“You can sit with me,” he said, con-
vincing me to stay for the dinner they
were about to serve. 

I just wanted to go back to my
guesthouse and pity myself, but I let
myself be led into a banquet hall rowed
in tables.  Yichid introduced me to an
Israeli mother and her daughter travel-
ing from Tel Aviv. In talking with them
and others, finally in English, I began to
relax and enjoy myself. And as we ate
delicious Israeli food that my heart did-
n’t even know it desired, I began to
have … fun. 

I went back the next day for servic-
es, this time taking my passport, but the
bouncer didn’t ask for it. He pulled me
aside and apologized for making me cry. 

“You know,” he said, “We have to be
careful.” 

I nodded. 
“I want to make it up to you. Buy

you a drink tonight?”
I shrugged. “Sure,” and went inside.

Later, over sloshy games of pool and
cheap Chang beer, I would learn that he
had gambled away his money and

“It’s just thunder,” I said. 
The Tel Aviv mother turned to me.

She said, “You know they think it’s a
bomb.” c

Anna Levy is a writer living in
Brooklyn, NY.  She studied abroad in Delhi,
India while attending Skidmore College.
After graduating, she taught English in
Bangkok, Thailand for a year. This article is
the first in a summer series of travel stories
for The Observer about her encounters with
Jewish communities abroad. You can read
more about Anna and her writings at
annalaurena.com.

The Chabad House in Bangkok, Thailand. Photo by Bridget Coila

reached out to this Chabad rabbi, who,
as a mitzvah, had allowed him to work to
help pay back his debts. 

After second-day services there
was another huge meal. It was the mon-
soon season, so it was raining. To get
back to my guesthouse later I’d have to
lift up my skirt and trudge through feet
of murky water with plastic bottles and
containers floating on top. For now, I
sat with my new friends, learning about
Israel and chatting with the mother
and her daughter from Tel Aviv. There
came a loud clap of thunder. The whole
room gasped. 

Anna Levy enjoying some sticky rice, a Thai
sweet

Dozens of women learn about the joy of
baking challah at Chabad Mega Bake

T
here was a whole lotta
challah on April 26 as
Jewish women from across
Nashville showed up for
the Mega Challah Bake at
Chabad of Nashville. 

The event brought together dozens
of women of all Jewish denominations to
learn how to prepare the braided egg
bread traditionally eaten on the Sabbath
and holidays.

“Few Jewish foods evoke the same
warm sentiments as challah,” said host
Esther Tiechtel, director of Chabad of
Nashville. “Many remember the aroma
of freshly baked challah in their grand-
mothers' kitchens, and always on the
table for Shabbat dinner with family and
friends.”

The program included a workshop
by the Challah Queen, Melissa Sostrin
of chabadchallah.com, on how to make
and braid challah dough as well as medi-
tations on the spiritual significance of
the traditional bread and the power of
women by Esther Tiechtel and her
daughter, Tzivi. Participants prepared
nearly 150 loaves of challah, though the
actual baking was saved for later so that
each participant could fill her home with
the “heavenly aroma” of challah.

Challah baking is “more than mak-

ing bread,” said Tamar Ginzburg, one of
the co-chairs of the event. “It's continu-
ing an ancient tradition, allowing us
today to connect to our mothers and
grandmothers. Done as a group, it gives
us a way to connect, share, and build
community.”

Other co-chairs were Orit Zamir,
Liron Finkelstien, Esther and Tzivi
Tiechtel. The Mega Challah Bake is part
of a series of programs designed for the
Jewish woman and her family, and is an
extension of the Rosh Chodesh Society
from Chabad of Nashville. c

Tzivi Tiechtel, daughter of Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther Tiechtel, talks about the spiritual signifi-
cance of baking challah.  Dozens of women attended the Mega Challah Bake on April 26 at
Chabad of Nashville, where they prepared the traditional braided egg bread eaten on the
Sabbath and other Jewish holidays and also learned about its spiritual significance.


