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Robert Eisenstein David Schwartz Andrew May

Jewish Federation’s 77th Annual
Meeting to be held on June 19

to Federation activities and programs.
The annual meeting will also

feature the election of new officers
and members of the Federation Board
of Directors. Martin Ted Mayden,
immediate past president of the
Federation and Chair of the
Nominating Committee, announced
that Andrew May has been nominat-
ed to serve as president; Carol Hyatt,
vice president; Lisa Perlen, secretary
and Leon Tonelson, treasurer.
Federation officers are elected for a
one-year term.

Mayden also announced that
Dianne Berry, Daniel Biller, James
Mackler and Michael Simon have
been nominated to serve three-year
terms on the Federation Board. In
addition, Rabbi Saul Strosberg of
Congregation Sherith Israel will 

Continued on page 2

Gordon Jewish Community Center.
He has served on the boards of many
local, regional and national Jewish
organizations.  The President’s
Award, the Federation’s highest and
most prestigious honor, recognizes
significant achievement on behalf of
the Nashville Jewish community, to
Israel and to worldwide Jewry. 

David Schwartz will receive the
Federation’s Young Leadership Award.
Schwartz was a founding co-chair of
the Federation’s NowGen Division.
He currently serves on the
Federation’s Annual Campaign
Cabinet and is a member of the
Federation Board of Directors.
Schwartz has played a key role in
assisting the Federation in marketing
and branding initiatives that have
enhanced Federation’s visibility and
helped to attract scores of young adults

T
he membership of the
Jewish Federation and
Jewish Foundation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee will gather
for the organization’s

77th Annual Meeting on Wednesday,
June 19, at 7 p.m. at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center.  

The event includes recognition of
community members, election of new
officers and members of the Federation
Board of Directors, and voting on an
amendment to the Federation
Constitution that deals with the
Community Relations Committee. 

Presiding over the meeting is
Federation President Andy May. He
will present the Federation’s
President’s Award to Robert D.
Eisenstein. Eisenstein is a past presi-
dent of the Jewish Federation and the

Metro firefighter meets Israeli, 
American peers in P2G exchange

Visiting the Western Wall are American firefighters (from left) Richard Intartaglio, Ft.
Myers, Fla.; Derryl O’Neal, Madeira Beach, Fla.; Jeff Dulin, Kevin Gordon and Garry
McCormick, Charlotte; Mark Morris and D.J. Corcoran, Knoxville; and Nashville’s Jay Cohen.

S
ome things seem the same
wherever you go,
Nashville firefighter Jay
Cohen learned over nine
days in Israel in a
Partnership2Gether pro-

fessional delegation of firefighters.
He and seven other American vis-

itors had gathered in a rappelling prac-
tice area at the Haifa Fire Department
to watch Israelis show how they’d res-
cue someone from a burning high-rise.
In the middle of the demonstration, a
“jumper call” went out over the radio,
asking for help with a suicidal person
on top of a building.

The Americans joined in on the
call and Cohen rode up front with the
fire truck driver.  

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
begin his service as the rabbinic repre-
sentative to the Federation Board.

Outgoing officers and board mem-
bers will also be recognized for their serv-
ice on the Federation Board at the annu-
al meeting. Leaving the Board are cur-
rent Federation Secretary Jan Liff,
Treasurer Adam Landa and Board
Member Adam Leibowitz. Rabbi Philip
(Flip) Rice’s term as rabbinic representa-
tive concludes with the annual meeting.

Federation members attending the
annual meeting will also consider an
amendment to the Federation’s
Constitution that will restructure the

Community Relations Committee. The
proposed amendment can be reviewed
on page 2 in this issue of the Observer or
at the Federation website, www.jewish-
nashville.org.

For more information about the 77th
Annual Meeting or to RSVP for the
meeting please contact Barbara Schwarcz
at Barbara@jewishnashville.org or by
phone at 354-1630.  A complimentary
dessert reception will follow the meeting
(dairy laws observed.) 

The 77th Annual Meeting of the
Jewish Federation and the Jewish
Foundation has been generously under-
written by SEI Investments. c

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO THE FEDERATION CONSTITUTION

The general membership of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee shall consider an amendment to the Federation Constitution at
the 77th Annual Meeting to be held on Wednesday, June 19, 2013 at 7 p.m.

at the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 801 Percy Warner Boulevard, Nashville,
TN 37205. 

The proposed amendment was reviewed and unanimously approved for recom-
mendation to the Federation general membership by the Federation Board of
Directors at its meeting held on April 23, 2013.

Article IX, Section 9.1 A. is amended to read (new language in boldface, delet-
ed language with strikethrough):

THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

A)  The Community Relations Committee (CRC) shall be composed of a
chairperson, a vice-chairperson and at least nine other members representing each
of the local Jewish congregations, local beneficiary agencies of the Federation,
other local Jewish organizations or local chapters of national Jewish organiza-
tions and at-large members. The mission of the CRC, in partnership with its
affiliate the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA), is to advocate for Jewish
interests and values, dedicate itself to the safety and security of the state of
Israel, and to foster constructive relationships within the Jewish community and
among people of all faiths and cultures in order to promote a just, democratic and
pluralistic American society. The chairperson and vice-chairperson shall be
appointed annually by the President of the Federation. CRC members shall serve
two-year renewable Its object is to centralize the direction and control of, and to
terms. The CRC shall carry out, a unified program of community relations. It shall
represent, and act on behalf of the community in matters of Jewish interest as con-
cernings local, state, national and international affairs.

Save the date, Oct. 26,
for the Blue J Café

Jewish Federation’s 77th Annual Meeting, June 19

By KARA MEYER
JCC Membership and Marketing 
Director

T
he lights dim and the
flicker of small lights
bounces along the face of
a finely crafted guitar.
Musicians take their seats
and relax into a familiar

environment.  The room goes silent as if
someone has suddenly removed all of the
air.  And then it happen.

The first few notes of a song you
immediately recognize drift through the
room and you are transported.  To a
memory, a different time…and to the
Blue J Café, the Gordon Jewish
Community Center’s Main Event theme
for 2013. 

The Blue J Café will delight you on
Saturday, Oct. 26, with an evening of
songs you know by the people who wrote
them.  This year’s event will be an inti-
mate and twinkling atmosphere with
performances by Fred Wilhelm and
friends.  Wilhelm has written songs
recorded by Faith Hill, Rascal Flatts,
Trace Adkins, Kellie Pickler, Randy
Travis, Little Big Town, The Oak Ridge
Boys, Lori McKenna, Mindy Smith and
many others.

So mark your calendars today and be
sure to not miss this unforgettable experi-
ence.  Details on the musician lineup and
the always amazing auction are to follow.  

Underwriting and auction donation
opportunities are available.  For more
information, contact Renee Geltzer at
(615) 354-1640. c

Apply for young adult subsidies to
CommUNITY Mission before it’s too late

T
ime is winding down to
apply for Young Adult
Mission trip subsidies from
the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee for the

CommUNITY Mission to Israel from
Nov. 3-11.  Deadline for application is
Monday, June 3. 

This subsidy includes land and air
costs to Israel plus hotel/registration for
Jewish Federations of North America
(JFNA) General Assembly in Jerusalem
November 10-13.

The Federation is offering the finan-
cial assistance as part of a new initiative
to send and fully subsidize promising
young adults to the areas of the world
where our help and attention is needed
most. In addition, we want to encourage
those connected with Israel to deepen
their connection and share that enthusi-
asm with our local community.

Do you qualify?
• Are you a Jewish young adult

age 27-40 whose primary residence is
Nashville?

• Are you motivated to partici-
pate fully in the group mission to Israel?

• Will you, upon return, be willing
to educate the local community about
your experience? (For example, but not
limited to, social networking, speaking
engagements, and/or written materials)

• Will you make a contribution
to the 2014 Annual Campaign of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee? 

• Are you available to travel on
November 3-11, 2013?

• Do you have a U.S. Passport
valid until at least May 2014?

If you’ve answered “yes” to all ques-
tions, contact Federation Planning
Director Harriet Schiftan for an applica-
tion and complete and return it to her by
Monday, June 3.  Applications can be e-
mailed to her at harriet@jewish-
nashville.org or c/o 801 Percy Warner
Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville 37205.  If you
have questions or would like a full itiner-
ary please contact Schiftan at
harriet@jewishnashville.org or at (615)
354-1687. c

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming

news updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
Now you have a choice: Read the print edition or read us online. 
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Learn about CommUNITY Mission Trip at June 11 meeting

J
ews from around the world are
traveling to Israel this year to
commemorate the 65th anniver-
sary of independence for the
modern State of Israel. What
better way to honor this momen-
tous event than by joining your
family, friends and neighbors

on the Jewish Federation of Nashville
CommUNITY Mission 2013 in Israel
from November 3 through 13.
Designed to engage both first-time trav-

elers as well as seasoned travelers to
Israel, this mission promises to be an
exciting 10 days of exploration, com-
munity and Jewish spirituality as we
connect with the people and the pro-
grams supported through the annual
Federation Campaign.

Our trip is more than a mission: It’s
a personal journey.  We hope that you
will be a part of it.  Together, we will
meet the new Pioneers in the Negev,
experience the diversity in Israeli socie-

GJCC taps Leslie Sax as executive director

T
he Gordon Jewish
Community Center has
selected Leslie M. Sax as
its new executive director,
GJCC President Howard
Kirshner announced.  

Sax “comes to us with a background
in JCC leadership as well as an extensive
career in public health administration
and the nonprofit sector,” Kirshner said
in an e-mail to the community.  “We are
very excited about the many ideas she
brought to the table during her interview
process and the wealth of knowledge her
career has provided her.”

“I am very excited to be joining
the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. The warmth and charm of the
people of Nashville, the talented
Center staff, and the beautiful Pargh
campus create tremendous opportuni-
ties,” Sax said in an e-mail. “I look for-
ward to building on an already strong
base to bring the Gordon Jewish

Community Center to the next level
of programming and services for the
Nashville community.”

Sax has served as interim execu-
tive director for the Jewish
Community Center of Rhode Island.
Before that she worked as assistant
executive director and program
director with the Jewish Community
Center of Greater Rochester, N.Y.
Since 2005 she has been a nonprofit
and healthcare consultant.  She
earned her M.B.A. from the
University of Cincinnati and holds
an Education Master of Public
Health degree from the University
of Rochester School of Medicine
and Dentistry.

“I first encountered a JCC when I
enrolled my son in preschool at the
JCC in Cincinnati in 1987,” she said.
“I found it to be so welcoming, like a
second Jewish home, where I felt com-
fortable in my ‘Jewish skin’ that wasn’t

my family home or a synagogue. …
One of the things I love most about a
Jewish community center is that it
welcomes people of all ages and all
denominations in a very open and
non-threatening way. I also think
JCCs can serve a powerful role in edu-
cating the community at large about
Jewish values and traditions, which
can promote a greater understanding
of Judaism and break down barriers
caused by ignorance.”

Sax is relocating here from Los
Angeles.  “We anticipate that Leslie will
be present at the 110th Annual Meeting
of the GJCC on June 2 when we wel-
come in our new officers, re-elected
board members and newly elected board
members,” Kirshner said.  He thanked
the search committee, chaired by Frank
Gordon, for its work, and interim execu-
tive director Jared Book for his service.
Book will continue in his role as the
GJCC’s chief financial officer. cLeslie Sax

Nashville contributes to 
Oklahoma tornado relief

T
he Jewish Federations of
North America has start-
ed a national fundraising
appeal for the victims of
the devastating tornado
that tore through the

Oklahoma City area in late May.  The
Federation umbrella group is coordinat-
ing with the relief efforts of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Oklahoma City.
One hundred percent of funds donated
will go for relief efforts on the ground. 

The Jewish Federation of Nashville
has made a donation of $1000 from its
emergency reserve fund and members of
our Jewish community have made addi-
tional donations.

The executive director of the Greater

Oklahoma Federation, Edie Roodman,
wrote to JFNA:  “Still shaken from the
images of the deadly monster tornado, we
are all just trying to catch our breath. Our
spirits have been lifted by the hundreds of
caring phone calls, dozens and dozens of
compassionate emails, and countless con-
cerned texts inquiring whether members
of our Jewish community were directly
affected, asking how to help, or wanting
to make contributions.”

Donations can be mailed to:
JFNA Oklahoma City Tornado 

Relief Fund
c/o The Jewish Federations of 

North America
Wall Street Station, P.O. Box 157
New York, NY 10268                  c

ty, and examine the security challenges
in the area.  We will experience home-
hosted dinners in our
Partnership2Gether region of Hadera-
Eiron as well as in the young community
of Yeruchim, tour the geological phe-
nomenon known as Mitzpe Ramon, view
the ancient ruins of Caesarea, Jerusalem
and explore modern Tel Aviv.  We will
visit the new Yad Vashem Holocaust
museum, and experience Shabbat in
Jerusalem.  We hope you will be able to

join us on this journey! 
There will be an

information/recruitment session on
Tuesday, June 11, at 7 p.m.  Contact
Federation Campaign Director Naomi
Limor Sedek to RSVP for the mission
meeting and for location information at
(615) 354-1642 or naomi@jewish-
nashville.org. More information about
the mission can be found on the
Federation web site,  www.jewish-
nashville.org/communitymission.aspx c
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7 area athletes compete for United States in Maccabiah Games
By KATHY CARLSON

T
here’s a brother and sister,
a mom and son, a couple of
teammates and someone
who has started in sports at
age 3.  Four swim and three
play soccer.  They’re the

Nashville-area athletes who will represent
the United States in the 19th Maccabiah
Games, set for July 18-30 in Israel.

This year’s USA Team includes
1,132 athletes and coaches, the largest
American delegation to travel from the
United States to compete in an
International Olympic Committee-sanc-
tioned event, Maccabiah organizers said
in a news release.  Seven are from the
Nashville area: swimmers Spencer and
Logan Klinsky, swimmers Chris and
Matt McPherson, Vanderbilt women’s
soccer teammates Alexa Levick and
Dana Schwartz, and Ravenwood High
School soccer player Dylan Rose.  Three
are returning to Maccabiah competition.

The soccer players
Both Levick and Schwartz played in

the Maccabiah Games four years ago,
although not on the same team.  Levick,
then a rising high school senior, played on
the junior soccer team and Schwartz on
the open women’s team.  They became
friends while playing for Vanderbilt,
Levick as a goalkeeper and Schwartz usual-
ly at center midfield.  Both will play in the
Open Women’s Soccer division this year.

“It’s such an honor to have been
chosen for this and to represent not only
my country but my religion,” Schwartz
said.  “…I’m just looking forward to
meeting a new crew, a new crowd of peo-

ple and making new friends.”
Dylan Rose will play on the Maccabi

USA youth soccer men’s team.  He has
played forward, outside midfield and cen-
ter midfield for Ravenwood High School
in Williamson County.  He’ll play soccer
at Birmingham-Southern College this fall.

“I have never been to Israel before,
but I am very excited for this opportuni-
ty,” he said in an e-mail. “I look forward to
learning more about my Jewish heritage as
well as touring the country and going to
Jerusalem.” He’ll practice for two weeks
before the games, when his father will
join him in Israel.  (By the way, he started
kicking around in soccer as a 3-year-old.)

The swimmers
It’s also a second Maccabiah experi-

ence for Chris McPherson, who swam
with the American team in 1985.  This
summer her son, Matt McPherson, will

swim in the games in Israel for the first
time.  Both swam in the 2011 Pan Am
Maccabi Games in Brazil.

“I love that fact that Matt enjoys
swimming as much as I do,” Chris
McPherson said in an email.  She and her
husband, John McPherson, swam in col-
lege, and daughter Meghan also swims,
though no longer competing year round. “It
is kind of a family hobby,” she said.  Chris
McPherson will swim in the Masters cate-
gory, while Matt will swim in the Opens.

Chris practices from 6:30-7:30 a.m.
three times a week with the Nashville
Aquatic Club Masters, and then coaches
the Masters practice two hours later.
Matt works out from 5-6:30 a.m. two
mornings a week, from 4-6:30 p.m. five
days a week and has two weekend work-
outs. “In the mornings when we have
practice, my husband John has to get up
extra early to get the dogs fed, etc.,
before going to work at Vanderbilt
Hospital, she said. “In the evenings, we
delay dinner until 7:15 p.m., so that we
can all eat together when Matt gets
home from practice.”

The Klinsky family of Brentwood
also works around the swimming sched-
ules of Spencer, an 8th-grader at
Brentwood Middle School, and Logan,
who just graduated from Brentwood High
School.  Logan will compete in the
freestyle in the Open Swimming event.
Spencer specializes in the butterfly – in
which Olympian Michael Phelps excelled
– and will compete in Juniors Swimming.
The Klinskys be in individual matches as
well as relays. Logan will swim at Miami
University in Ohio in the fall.  

“I like racing; it’s fun to compete,”
Logan said  “… Practice can be boring
but friends make it work.” Swimming
with friends also is important to Spencer.

Spencer looks forward to experienc-

ing the Dead Sea during his first trip to
Israel this summer.  Logan plans to catch
up with friends she met last summer with
the Get Connected student trip to Israel’s
Hadera-Eiron region.  The tours are part
of the Partnership2Gether program of the
Jewish Agency for Israel, which pairs
Diaspora communities with communities
in Israel.  Get Connected is subsidized in
part by the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee.

The games
The Maccabiah Games offer “an

opportunity for Jewish athletes from
around the world to convene in Israel for
an elite athletic competition and to
explore their common culture and her-
itage in the historic Jewish Homeland,”
according to Maccabiah USA organizers.
Open, Juniors and Youth divisions of
Team USA arrive in Israel one week
before the Games to participate in
Maccabi USA’s Israel Connect cultural
and educational program. Through the
IC program, the athletes tour Israel’s his-
toric and religious sites “so they can
bond with each other, their culture and
heritage,” the organization said.

“We take athletes that happen to be
Jewish to compete in the Maccabiah
Games,” said Jeff Bukantz, general chair-
man of the USA  Maccabiah Organizing
Committee. “But we return home with
Jewish athletes who have a renewed
sense of pride in their Judaism and
increased support for the State of Israel.”

Competing in a Jewish athletic event
holds importance to Vandy soccer players
Alexa Levick and Dana Schwartz.

“You’re playing for something more.
There’s a bond you know you’re sharing
with your opponents.  They’re there for
the same reason.  It adds a little more
meaning to the games,” Schwartz said. 

In college athletics, Levick said, there
aren’t many Jewish players and it’s inter-
estingto her to see a competition with
only Jewish athletes.  For her, these games
“will be more personal, more meaningful”
because she has decided “religion is some-
thing I want to continue” in her life.

“Go over for the experience and
don’t let the sport take over,” Levick
said. “… Be competitive on the day of
the game but realize it’s the experience
that really counts.” c

Aly Raisman, who led Team U.S.A. to overall
gold in the 2012 London Olympics, will rep-
resent the United States in the 19th
Maccabiah Games this summer in Israel.
PHOTO: FACEBOOK VIA JNS NEWS
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Metro firefighter meets Israeli, American peers
Continued from page 1

“We’re approaching an intersec-
tion,” he recalled in a recent interview.
“They don’t run like we do – Code 3,
hot,” meaning with lights flashing and
sirens blaring.  The Haifa truck had the
lights, but not the sirens.

One car pulled over to let the fire
truck pass but another “pulled right in
front of me,” Cohen said.  “It doesn’t
make a difference where you are – people
still pull out in front of you.”

The call ended well, with the dis-
traught man safely brought down from
the roof and taken to a psychiatrist.
Back at the fire station, young boys on a
class trip wearing kippahs and tzitzit
checked out the emergency vehicles.
Everywhere, kids seem excited to see a
fire truck, Cohen said.

Different view of Israel
It was the Metro Nashville firefight-

er’s second time in Israel, having visited
with his wife, T.J., as part of a
Federation-sponsored trip 18 years ago.
This time, he was the only Jewish person
in the U.S. group and the only active
firefighter among the American fire
chiefs and administrators. The other

American firefighters hailed from
Charlotte, Knoxville, and Pinellas
County and Ft. Myers, Fla.

“We were so happy that Jay could
represent the Nashville Jewish com-
munity on this trip,” said Harriet
Schiftan, planning director with the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, who coordinates
Nashville’s P2G activities. “The fire-
fighters exchange has been going back
and forth between our communities
for several years and has had such a
positive impact. One fire chief gave
the keynote address at his federation’s
campaign kickoff. Strengthening rela-
tionships within our communities and
with our friends in Hadera is what
Partnership is all about. Jay has been
an active member of our Partnership
committee. We are grateful for his
involvement.”

Partnership2Gether, a program of
the Jewish Agency for Israel, links feder-
ations in Nashville and other cities in
the southeastern United States with the
Hadera-Eiron region in Israel. It is one of
the programs that donations to the
Nashville Federation’s Annual
Campaign support.

At home in the firehouse
The Israeli and American firefighters

learned how much they have in common.  
They work the same shifts – 24

hours on, 48 hours off.  The atmosphere
in the communications room was simi-
lar, Cohen said.  The firefighters cooked
in the firehouse and a pot of coffee was
brewing. 

But not everything is the same.
Because of differences in construction,
some American practices, such as
punching a hole in a roof to get rid of
smoke, aren’t followed in Israel. Israeli
firefighters aren’t trained as medical first
responders, as they are in Nashville.
They put out fires; Magen David Adom
handles medical situations.

Firefighting has only recently
begun to attract Israeli women; only
two female firefighters serve in
Jerusalem. That surprised Cohen since
many women serve in Israeli police

Friends reunite at WES 50 years after B’not Mitzvah
Ellen Corenswet (center) and Illene Gross (right) celebrated the 50th anniversary of their
B’not Mitzvah on May 4 at West End Synagogue. It had been exactly 50 years since they
were Bat Mitzvahed there. The idea for the celebration had originally come from Illene’s
family and she said she would only do it if Ellen would share the day with her. Although
Ellen now lives in New York, she agreed immediately. So the two lifelong friends embarked
on a yearlong labor of love, joy, and a great deal of fun with the assistance of Cantor Marcia
Lane (at left in photo) to celebrate their B’not Mitzvah anniversary. PHOTO: RICK MALKIN

Hadassah installs new officers
The Nashville chapter of Hadassah installed a new slate of officers at its Spring Fling held
on May 19 at the home of Karen Weissman.  Pictured, from left, are Rinah Hamburger,
recording secretary; Ruth Klar, corresponding secretary; Victoria Cohen-Crumpton, pres-
ident until Dec. 31; Leslie Klein, president-elect and vice president education/program-
ming; Jill Melody Pankowsky, vice president communications and immediate past presi-
dent; Yifat Crouvi, education/programming coordinator; and Denese Kassman, vice presi-
dent membership. These incoming officers were not pictured: Marisa Mayhan, vice presi-
dent fundraising; Keren Levy-Rotem, education/programming coordinator; Ellen Hirsch,
treasurer; and Arlene Lapp, assistant treasurer.   

departments and in the military.
Cohen described two special experi-

ences in Israel: one as a firefighter and
the second as a Jew.  

Seeing his group embraced by Israelis
as fellow firefighters meant a lot. “The
connection was just incredible,” he said.
“They had so much for us to do.  All the
meals were taken care of; it was just fan-
tastic.  I’m thankful – very, very apprecia-
tive. Everyone was very hospitable.”

Cohen talked about Saturday night
at the Western Wall after having seen
Masada and the Dead Sea. At mincha
services, he was called to make the
Kohen’s Aliyah, a spiritual highlight for
him. “It doesn’t get any higher than that
for a Kohen.” c

For more information about
Partnership2Gether programs or activities,
please contact Harriet Schiftan at
harriet@jewishnashville.org or 354-1687.

www.wellsdesignassociates.com
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Tzofim Caravan, at Micah June 7, gives Americans taste of Israel
By HADAR MOSKOVITZ
Community Shlicha

M
any people ask me
about the reasons I
became a Shlicha (an
emissary) in the
U.S.A. There are a
lot of reasons, but it

all started from an amazing experience I
had exactly 10 years ago.

As a child I was active in the Tzofim
(the Israeli scouts). The Tzofim is the
largest youth movement in Israel with
more than 60,000 students and coun-
selors and over 300,000 graduates. It is a
nonpolitical movement.

Out of 60,000 Tzofim through-
out Israel, only approximately 100
are chosen annually to participate in
either the Tzofim Summer Camps
Delegation or the Tzofim Friendship
Caravan. When you become 17
years old you know it’s your time to
try and be accepted to this incredi-
ble adventure.

When I first applied, I doubted my
chances. So many great and talented
teens apply, so what makes me more spe-
cial than them? But still, I’m the kind of

a person that likes to take risks and go
through challenges.

I started the intensive interviews
and highly competitive selection
process. The more interviews I attended
the more I wanted to be selected. In
order to succeed you need to prove lead-
ership experience, a broad knowledge of
Israeli and Jewish history, strong commu-
nication skills and more. But most of all,
you must have a love for the country and
its people and a desire to share that love.
I was really lucky to be accepted to the
2003 Friendship Caravan. It was defi-
nitely the most moving, beautiful, excit-
ing adventure of my life. 

The Caravan is made up of five girls,
five boys and two Caravan leaders. Prior
our arrival in the U.S.A. we worked with
professional choreographers and musi-
cians to create a show that brings Israeli
culture, music and dance, and a message
of peace. Every year there is a new
Caravan group and new show.

We rehearsed for 6 months on week-
ends. We had to sacrifice our social life
and family time on weekends, as well as
studying time. But it was worth every
second. At the end of the month of May,
it was time to say goodbye to everyone

a day in order for us to visit all of these
places and perform more than 100 times!
I definitely learned a lot about myself.
Being away from home for three months,
seeing so much and experiencing so
many new things helped me grow and
matured me.

One of the things that I remember
most strongly from that summer is the
experience of being hosted by Jewish
families. While we stayed in each com-
munity, community members were
responsible for hosting us. I remember
that every time I was so excited all over
again to meet my host family and
although most of the time the visit was
really short, the impact was huge, both
on me and the host family. I believe that
this is the most meaningful part of the
Caravan’s visit. Since that time I always
felt I wanted to come back, to explore
more of the world of Jewish life outside
of Israel and share my story from Israel.
I’m lucky again in my life to be in this
wonderful community.

If you want to meet the 2013
Friendship Caravan (I feel old all of a
sudden), they will be at Congregation
Micah on June 7, at 6 p.m. Don’t miss a
great show and great people! c

Hadar Moskovitz

‘Your Heart on Art’ helps cut through words toward healing

E
ileen Wallach helps people
find words they never knew
they had.  That’s how she
describes what she does
through Your Heart on Art,
a Nashville nonprofit that

she founded.
“We facilitate expressive emotional

healing through art and creative expres-
sion,” she said.   Participants in Your
Heart on Art’s workshops and classes use
makeup applicators and cotton swabs to
create their works, because paintbrushes
might be intimidating to those who
don’t have art training.  “It’s not about
the finished product,” Wallach said. “It’s
about the process.” 

Wallach is a licensed social worker
and earned a master’s degree in clinical
social work from the University of
Tennessee.  She also has firsthand knowl-
edge of the need for emotional healing.  

Art helped her weather the loss of

her husband of 15
years, who took
his own life. “In
my earlier life I
was a victim of
domestic vio-
lence so I’ve
actually been
using different
forms of therapy
throughout my

life,” she said. 
“Eileen has a special insight on how

to help people deal with traumatic expe-
riences, Your Heart on Art provides a
unique approach, and our board is com-
mitted to providing this service to the
community at large,” Moises Paz, chair-
man of the organization's board, wrote in
an e-mail.

Your Heart on Art works out of stu-
dio space in a building on White Bridge
Road.  It was chartered in August of

Eileen Wallach

Your Heart on Art participants express themselves in myriad shapes and colors.

and start the journey. I was a 17-year-old
girl, going to America for the first time. 

During that summer I visited more
than 20 states and was hosted in many
Jewish communities and summer camps
in the Southeast and Midwest. Our two
counselors drove the van miles and miles

2012, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corpora-
tion under Internal Revenue Service reg-
ulations, and served 150 people in its
first two months, she said.  The organiza-
tion has worked with the Davidson
County court system, with Family &
Children’s Service, and other groups.  It
is located on a bus line so people without
cars can get there easily.

Wallach has been trained in the
Art4Healing® therapeutic art tech-
niques of California artist Laurie Zagon.
Zagon initially developed her methodol-
ogy in New York in 1987 as an art work-
shop to help Wall Street executives deal
with stress. When Wallach learned
about Zagon’s techniques, she had her
aha moment.  “This is what Nashville
needs,” she thought.  “We need to heal
wounded hearts through the arts.”

The therapeutic art process that
Your Heart on Art offers isn’t the same
as art therapy, Wallach said.  With ther-
apeutic art, session leaders guide partic-
ipants through the creative process and
don’t offer an interpretation or diagno-
sis.  Art therapy, in contrast, involves
interpretation of artwork or diagnosis
based on it.

Individual sessions at Your Heart
on Art in Nashville usually last from
two to three hours and include about a
dozen people.  Wallach asks partici-
pants three questions after they’ve
completed their artwork: What was the
easiest part in creating the art, what
was the hardest part, and what do you
think you gained.  Participants say
things like, “I can’t believe I was this
angry or sad,” she said. c

letter to the Federation
With much appreciation   

For many years now, the Jewish
Federation and the Jewish
Foundation have offered grants to the
religious schools in our community as
a way to promote different and cre-
ative programs, projects and activities
within each of our schools.  These
funds have allowed us to “step outside
the box,” so to speak, to develop new
ways to encourage and promote
Jewish education.  On behalf of the
Nashville Jewish Educators Network,
Julie Greenberg, director of educa-
tion at Congregation Micah, Rabbi
Saul Strosberg of Sherith Israel and
Sharon Paz, director of lifelong
Learning at West End Synagogue, I

want to thank the Jewish Federation
and the Jewish Foundation for not
only their financial support but for
their guidance and involvement as
well.  We are so grateful and have
certainly seen the benefits of these
funds in our schools in so many ways.

Thank you for putting Jewish
education among your top priorities.
It is definitely making a difference.

With appreciation,

Lynda Gutcheon
Chair, Nashville Jewish 

Educators Network
Director of Education

The Temple
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Please enjoy free return address on in-house printing.
Offer expires August 1, 2011

Observer 6.2013
Offer expires August 1, 2013

$100 off any banquet room rental through February 28, 201
with this coupon

Observer 6.2013

10% off any
two bottles 

of wine.*
*Offer only valid at RED Spirits &
Wine.  Coupon must be presented at
time of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases
of gift cards, previous purchases or
discounted, sale or clearance items.
Limit one coupon per customer, per
visit please. No cash value. Offer ex-
pires 9/30/2013.

15% off any
case of wine 
purchase.*

*Offer only valid at RED Spirits &
Wine for any wine purchase of 12
750ml bottles or 6 1.5L bottles or
more of non-sale items.  Coupon must
be presented at time of purchase and
cannot be combined with any other
discounts or offers. Coupon not valid
on purchases of gift cards, previous
purchases or discounted, sale or
clearance items. Limit one coupon
per customer, per visit please. No
cash value. Offer expires 9/30/2013.

10% off any
high gravity beer

purchase of
$20.00 or more.*

* Offer only valid at RED Spirits &
Wine for any high gravity beer pur-
chase exceeding $20.00 before
taxes.  Coupon must be presented at
time of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases
of gift cards, previous purchases or
discounted, sale or clearance items.
Limit one coupon per customer, per
visit please. No cash value. Offer ex-
pires 9/30/2013.

615.646.1400
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15% off all merchandise and repairs
thru Aug. 31, 2013 with this ad

Belle Meade Plaza
4548 Harding Rd.

Nashville, TN 37205
615-269-3288

bellemeadejewelry.com

Observer 6.2013
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Bring this coupon in for a free 

single cut key 
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Observer 6.2013

NeriumAD 
Age-Defying 
Treatment

Lisa O’Neill-Sullivan
(615) 500-7387

www.lisasullivan.nerium.com

FREE SAMPLE
($20 VALUE)

Observer 6.2013

Support Our
Advertisers.

Tell them you
saw their ad in
The Observer!

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Observer 6.2013

Observer 6.2013

Observer 6.2013

Call for a free Heirloom “Put it in Writing” calendar

Observer 6.2013

Get your word out to our readers
by advertising in Observer 

special issues:
• Camps • Passover • Home & Garden •

• Health & Beauty • Coupon issue •
• Back to School • Rosh Hashanah • 

• Travel • Entertaining and Dining Out •
• Chanukah • Pets

Call Carrie Mills at 354-1699
or carrie@nashvillejcc.org for details.

The Observer 
is online!
You can find 

the latest issue, 
past issues, 

plus streaming
news updates 
and links to 

Jewish organizations 
at

www.jewishobserver
nashville.org

Now you have 
a choice: 

Read the print 
edition 

or 
read us online. 
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With new luxury dorm, Orlando philanthropists
offer Hillel programs evergreen funding model

By URIEL HEILMAN

ORLANDO, Fla. (JTA) – Real
estate developer Hank Katzen has a con-
viction: If you build it, they will come.

Except this is no baseball field in an
Iowa cornfield. It’s a $60 million, 600,000-
square-foot luxury dormitory at the
nation’s second-largest college campus, the
University of Central Florida in this city.

When it opens in August, the new
dorm will push the bounds of cushiness.
Every room has en-suite bathrooms and
flat-screen TVs. Suites have island
kitchens with stone countertops, wash-
er-dryers and walk-in closets.  Duplex
units feature spiral staircases and two-
story atriums.

There is a resort-style swimming
pool, 24-hour fitness center, sauna and
game room. The parking garage is seven
stories, ensuring that no student will
have to take an elevator or brave the
Florida elements on the way from their
cars to their dorm rooms.

But what makes Katzen’s new facili-
ty noteworthy isn’t so much the lavish-
ness as the idea behind it: to create
America’s first self-sustaining Hillel. The
ground floor of the seven-story building
will include a 20,000-square-foot Hillel
center with operations to be funded in
large part by rental income from the 600-
bed dormitory. It will be open to Jewish
and non-Jewish students.

The Jewish philanthropists behind
this unique arrangement aren’t simply
giving the 15-year-old Hillel at UCF a
building; they’re giving it a permanent
income stream.

“This is a remarkable gesture of phi-
lanthropy – the university desperately
needs the beds, and Hillel could use this
funding,” said Sidney Pertnoy, a Miami
businessman and philanthropist who is
chairman-elect of Hillel International.

“There are some Hillels connected
to some housing, but nothing even
remotely resembling this model. It’s a
unique cash-flow model and we’re super
excited about it. We’re hoping this is a
prototype for other communities.”

Perpetual funding source?
The unusual project is an attempt to

address a perennial problem faced not
just by Hillel chapters but by Jewish
institutions around the world: How to
create a perpetual funding source.

“There are communities around the
country where a powerful donor provid-
ed an agency with a building free and
clear only to find shortly thereafter that
the agency was crushed by the operating
costs,” said Katzen, the Jewish philan-
thropist spearheading the project as well
as the board president of UCF’s Hillel.

“The capital crunch and the
Bernie Madoff double whammy has
emaciated the endowment model for
many organizations,” Katzen said. “We
were looking for an economic machine
that would take advantage of the
opportunities afforded by a large uni-
versity to connect a student housing
project and our Hillel.”

The new venture represents a col-
laboration among local Jewish philan-
thropists, Hillel and UCF.

What makes the project viable, the
donors say, is the university’s massive stu-
dent body and limited housing supply.
Over the last seven years, UCF enroll-
ment has ballooned by 50 percent, to
60,000 – second only to Arizona State
University. An estimated 5,000 to 6,000

UCF students are Jewish.
Alan Ginsburg, a real estate devel-

oper and Orlando philanthropist, donat-
ed about $7 million to the project,
including the land, which was purchased
six years ago and is now valued at $12
million.

Katzen, who was a Taco Bell fran-
chise owner before turning to real estate
full time 20 years ago, is donating his
time and construction expertise.

Rent at $800 per month
The university’s nonprofit founda-

tion will handle dorm logistics, including
collecting rental fees. A Catholic stu-
dent center similar in size to Hillel will
be housed on the site rent-free for at
least three years.

After debt servicing on the 35-year
loan and operations costs, leftover rental
income will be divided between Hillel
and the university foundation along a
60-40 split. All of which should deliver
about $350,000 annually to Hillel – that
is if the dorm, called NorthView, is ready
and fully occupied by the fall semester.
Rent starts at $800 per student per
month.

“Social media got word around cam-
pus that we are the place to live, and the

students are really knocking at our door,”
said Zan Reynolds, the executive direc-
tor of real estate for the UCF
Foundation.

Initial financing for the project
came from Ginsburg, who wanted to do
something to memorialize his son,
Jeffrey, an active Hillel member at
Stetson University in Florida who died
in a plane crash about 10 years ago.

“If it works, there could be a demand
for this type of structure on most large
campuses,” Ginsburg said. “It’s a very
nice way for Hillel or any faith-based
organization to have a steady income
and not have to rely on donors.”

Some other mixed-use Jewish dorms
exist in America, but nothing on this
scale. The Chabad house at Rutgers
University in New Jersey has a dorm
attached, but its 107-bed facility is
exclusively Jewish and  governed by
Orthodox rules.

Ultimately, the success or failure of
the venture will hinge not just on its
financial viability but on what it does for
Jewish life at the fast-growing Orlando
campus.

Nicer quarters for Hillel
UCF has just a handful of Jewish

student groups, there are no real kosher
dining options and Hillel’s Friday-night
meals typically draw no more than 50
students.

That’s a lot fewer than the local
Chabad house, which regularly has 100
to 200 students on Fridays, according to
its executive director, Rabbi Chaim
Lipskier. But the Chabad is more than
three miles from UCF and also draws
from two other area schools, Valencia
and Rollins colleges.

UCF’s Hillel, which also serves the
two other colleges, had a one-room
office on the UCF campus that it had to
give up last October. Since then, the
organization has been run from the din-
ing room of its interim executive direc-
tor, Sam Kauffman.

“Hillel student leaders spend a lot of
time now just trying to get room reserva-
tions on campus,” Kauffman said. “Next
year they’ll have dedicated space for 

Continued on page 14

1,500-year-old mosaic discovered in kibbutz field

A
spectacular colorful
mosaic dating to the
Byzantine period
(4th–6th centuries CE)
was exposed in recent
weeks in the fields of

Kibbutz Bet Qama, in the B’nei Shimon
regional council, the Israel Antiquities
Authority (IAA) has announced in a
news release. The mosaic was discovered
within the framework of an archaeologi-
cal excavation the IAA is carrying out
before the construction of a highway
interchange in the area.

Remains of a settlement that
extends across about 1.5 acres were
uncovered in the excavation being con-
ducted on the kibbutz’s farmland and
directed by Dr. Rina Avner of the IAA.

The main building at the site was a
large hall 12 meters long by 8.5 meters
wide and its ceiling was apparently cov-
ered with roof tiles. The hall’s impressive

opening and the breathtaking mosaic
that adorns its floor suggest that the
structure was a public building. 

The well-preserved mosaic is deco-
rated with geometric patterns and its
corners are enhanced with amphorae
(jars used to transport wine), a pair of
peacocks, and a pair of doves pecking at
grapes on a tendril. These are common
designs that are known from this period;
however, what makes this mosaic unique
is the large number of motifs that were
incorporated in one carpet. 

Pools and a system of channels and
pipes between them used to convey
water were discovered in front of the
building. Steps were exposed in one of
the pools and its walls were treated with
colored plaster (fresco). 

Archaeologists in the Antiquities
Authority are still trying to determine the
purpose of the impressive public building
and the pools whose construction required

considerable economic resources. 
The site, which was located along

an ancient road that ran north from
Be’er Sheva, seems to have consisted of a
large estate that included a church, resi-
dential buildings and storerooms, a large
cistern, a public building and pools sur-
rounded by farmland. Presumably one of
the structures served as an inn for travel-
ers who visited the place.

During the Byzantine period Jewish
and Christian settlements in the region
were located next to each other. Two
nearby Jewish settlements are Horbat
Rimon, where a synagogue and ritual
bath (mikvah) were exposed, and the
recently excavated Nahal Shoval antiq-
uities site, where ritual baths were
uncovered.   Noteworthy among the
Christian settlements are the churches at
Abu Hof in Lahav Forest and the
monastery at Givot Bar. c

Detail from the mosaic at Kibbutz Bet Qama.
PHOTO: YAEL YOLOVITCH

Both Jewish and non-Jewish students will be able to live in the upscale North View dorms under
construction at the University of Central Florida. PHOTO: JTA
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We will be highlighting back to school
products, services and schools.

We know that you will want to be 
included in this issue. Advertisers who 
contract a 1/8 page ad or larger can 
contact us for inclusion in articles 
pertaining to your business of up to 
250 words.

Deadline for ads is June 15, 2013
Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager
615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

The Observer’s Annual

Back To School
Issue 

is Coming July 2013!
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lifecycles

Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

DOG/
HOUSESITTING
SERVICES

College grad. References.
Reasonable.  Only one client
at a time scheduled for dates.
Pls RSVP: 561-313-4921
Martinjcohen126@gmail.com

SENIOR ASSISTANT
Certified Award winning
Alzheimer's caregiver with
great references available for
individual care for all seniors.
Call Lorrie, cell 615-481-0308,
hm 615-673-0483

B’nai Mitzvah
Rebecca Ann Hackett will be

called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah at 10:30
a.m. on Saturday, June
8, at Congregation
Micah.  She is the
daughter of Lauren and
Jeff Hackett, younger
sister of Wyatt, and
granddaughter of
Richard Daitch of
Mashpee, Mass., the late Rosalyn
Daitch, and Jane and David Hackett of
Old Saybrook, Conn. 

Becky, a seventh-grader at
Woodland Middle School, has earned
straight As and plays the drums and
piano. She is an adventurous soul who
loves to longboard with her brother
Wyatt, snowboard, climb big rocks, hang
out in New York City, and spend time
with her friends. In her quiet time, she
enjoys reading mysteries and watching
the scariest movies.  

For many years, Becky has volun-
teered at the local soup kitchen in New
Haven, Conn., and was part of the crew
who set up and put away chairs for the
High Holidays at her previous syna-
gogue. For her mitzvah project, she has
found a way to take her joy of music
and help kids cope with their cancer
treatments by donating a portion of her
Bat Mitzvah gift money to buy iPod
shuffles, load them with her favorite
music, and donate them to the Monroe
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital outpa-
tient pediatric oncology clinic at
Vanderbilt. Becky also loves animals,
and will be volunteering at her dog
Dusty’s veterinary office.

Professional notes
Former Jewish Family Service of

Nashville executive director Jeff
Fladen has been appointed executive
director of NAMI Tennessee, effective
June 1.  Fladen returns to Tennessee
after serving as executive director of
the Jewish Federation of New
Hampshire. Fladen has more than 25
years experience in social services
including the mental health field.
NAMI Tennessee is a grass roots, non-
profit self-help organization made up of
people with mental illness, their fami-
lies and community members.

Sympathy
… to the family of Phyllis Roberta

Adler, who died on May 23.

… to the family of Charles S. and
Claire R. Kahane, who died on May
23. Claire was an avid and world-
renowned needlework artist and
designed the Temple Torah covers.
Charles was a Vanderbilt professor
emeritus of mathematics and continued
to publish theories on his passion, lin-
ear algebra. Survived by children,
Danielle (Paul) Kaminsky, Peter (Gay)
Kahane, Maddie Kahane, and Suzanne
(Shannon) Gaw; grandchildren,
Rachel and Joey Kaminsky, Camden
and Tori Gaw, and Sara Emma Irene
Pauline Kahane; Claire’s brother, Eric
(Anita) Fischer; Charles’s sister, Lucy
Goldmuntz. 

… to the family of Nancy Lee
Schwartz, who died on May 23 at age 48.
She was preceded in death by her father,
Sheldon Schwartz.  Ms. Schwartz is sur-
vived by her mother, Barbara W.
Schwartz, and her brother, Michael
Schwartz. 

… to the family of Donald A.
Altman, who died on April 30.  Mr.
Altman was born on July 23, 1931.
Preceded in death by his parents,
William and Selma Altman; brother,
Marshall Altman; daughter, Jessica
Brooke Altman. Survived by son
Marshall Altman; daughter-in-law Lela
Altman; and grandchildren Alexander
and Stella Altman. A native of Bronx,
N.Y. and a graduate of Bronx High
School of Science, Brooklyn College
and New York Law School, Donald
served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean conflict. He practiced criminal
law in New York, served for 25 years as
a federal administrative law judge in
Los Angeles, and was also an avid
actor.  He had recurring roles on the
television shows “Divorce Court,”
“Power Rangers,” and “Beetleborgs,”
and acted on the stage in Los Angeles
and New York. He devoted 25 years of
volunteer service to Recordings for the
Blind, and after retiring, was accepted
into the prestigious South Coast
Repertory in Costa Mesa, Calif. Upon
moving to Nashville, Donald lived at
Belmont Village in Green Hills, where
he was welcomed warmly into their
community. Donald had a fierce intel-
lect, a quick smile, and was never short
on conversation. His charm, wit, and
intelligence will be missed by his
friends and family.

Rebecca Ann
Hackett 

Jewish Federation seeks 
Jewish Observer Editor/Staff  Writer
The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
is seeking an experienced print journalism or public relations 
professional as staff writer and editor of The Jewish 
Observer, which the Federation publishes each month for 
the area Jewish community.

The Editor/Staff  Writer should possess strong interviewing, 
writing and editing skills; strong knowledge of Microsoft 
Outlook and Word; experience in digital photography; 
strong organizational skills and ability to set priorities; 
experience budgeting and managing a publication; ability 
to be a self-starter and meet deadlines; ability to collabo-
rate with others; ability to work with editorial board and 
community members with diverse opinions about com-
munity events; willingness to be fl exible with assignments.  
Social media and blogging skills are a plus; knowledge of 
the Nashville Jewish community is a plus.

This is a half-time position that reports to the Executive 
Director of the Jewish Federation. Salary is negotiable 
based on experience.  Successful candidate must be avail-
able to begin work on August 1, 2013.

Send resume, work history, references, 
and samples of work via email to 

Mark Freedman at mark@jewishnashville.org.

… to the family of Dr. Larry
Schine, who died on April 21.  He is sur-
vived by his son, Peter Schine (Andrea
Barach), and his grandchildren, Nathan
and Miriam Schine.  

… to the family of Jean Schklar
Krieger, who died on April 21 in San
Diego, Calif., at the age of 90.  A native
Nashvillian, she was preceded in death
by her beloved husband of 57 years, Col.
Marvin Krieger. She is survived by
daughters Harriet Adametz (Tom), and
Bobbi Frant (Ronnie), of San Diego, and
grandson Danny Flank.  She was also

preceded in death by her parents, Rose
and Ben Schklar, and two brothers,
Gerson Schklar and Jonas Schklar.

She is survived by her brother
Bernie Schklar, sister-in-law Lillian
Schklar and brother-in-law Arnie
Krieger; nieces Beckye Schklar Young
(Joe), Janet Schklar Coleman, and Susan
Schklar Green (Scott); and nephews
Raymond Schklar (Toni), David
Schklar, Sam Schklar (Donna), and Stan
Schklar (Marco Fernandez), Dan Krieger
and Howie Krieger.

She is also survived by many great-
and great-great nieces and nephews. c

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.” 

Every community event is listed for your convenience.

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

Akiva School recently
announced that, thanks to the
community’s generosity, it had

raised $15,000 to go toward a match-
ing grant from the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.
The Federation is offering a dollar-
for-dollar matching grant up to a
total of $25,000 for each new or
increased gift to Akiva School

through June 30.
Akiva extends thanks to

Federation and to all of the donors.
There’s still time to make a gift and help
Akiva receive the full match by going
to www.akivanashville.net/giving, by
mailing a donation to 809 Percy
Warner Blvd. Nashville, TN 37205, or
phoning the Akiva office at (615)
356-1880 to make a gift. c

Akiva matching grant update

Chabad/JLI offers Land & Spirit Israel Experience in ’14

F
rom the moment Pam
Compton stepped off the
plane at Ben Gurion Airport,
she knew this trip would be
unlike any other she had
taken. The Nashville-based

artist had traveled all over the world, but
not to Israel. By trip’s end, she said, she
knew it was home.

Compton was one of 250 people
from Jewish communities across the
United States who participated in the
Land & Spirit Mission to Israel in
2010; she hopes to join the tour again
next year.

In March of 2014, Chabad of
Nashville, led by Rabbi Yitzchok and
Mrs. Esther Tiechtel, will join other
Chabad groups on the fourth Land and
Spirit trip, described as “a journey into
the heart and soul of the Land of Israel.”
New this year, some participants will add
an optional excursion to Poland before
joining the rest of the group in Israel.   

In 2013, the name of the trip was
changed to The Land & the Spirit Israel
Experience.

“The Land & the Spirit is all about
exploring and experiencing the essence
of this place we call Israel – its past, its
present, its people, and above all, what it
means,” Rabbi Tiechtel said in a news
release. “We go together as a community,
and it will be the trip of a lifetime,
whether you’ve been to Israel a hundred
times or never yet.”   

The Land & the Spirit offers a
chance to discover the land with some of
Judaism’s greatest teachers and educa-

tors. When you join the Land and the
Spirit you will witness history come alive
as you glean from the collective knowl-
edge of tens of accomplished scholars
who will accompany you on the trip. You
will learn about the biblical significance
of the land and live the lives of the per-
sonalities who shaped the course of
Jewish history.

Nashvillian Judy Kilgore, who has
been on a number of Israel tours, said,
“We went to places and got to feel things
I’ve never felt before in Israel. Knowing
that I could figuratively almost reach out
and touch Abraham, Isaac and Jacob …
It made the things you read and learn
about all so real.”

The mission includes visits to
Israel’s holiest places, including
Hevron, city of the Patriarchs and
Matriarchs, Rachel’s Tomb and Tzfat;
plus excursions that provide an insider’s
view of Israel’s achievements and chal-
lenges: an IDF paratrooper base, the
Weizmann Institute, the Golan
Heights. A visit to the Western Wall
creates a time for personal reflection
and the opportunity for a bar or bat
mitzvah ceremony for those who had
not celebrated theirs in the past.

“A full roster of top-caliber speak-
ers drawn from all walks of Israeli life is
made possible through [Jewish
Learning Institute/Chabad]’s extensive
network of relationships with influen-
tial and people,” said Rabbi Tiechtel.
Previous years featured talks by Natan
Sharansky and Benjamin Netanyahu,
Rabbi Adin Even-Yisrael Steinsaltz and

Israel’s chief rabbis, and newsmakers
including Knesset members, activists,
professors, and heads of Israeli military
and intelligence.

The trip is sponsored by the Rohr
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI). 

The Land and Spirit Experience
will take place from March 23-April 1,
2014. For information, please contact
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel at
rabbi@chabadnashville.com, or visit
www.landandspirit.org.

The optional five-day Poland
Heritage Tour takes place from March
19-23, 2014.

Participants will visit Warsaw,
Lublin, Krakow, and the Auschwitz and
Madanjek concentration camps, the
names themselves recalling centuries of
Jewish history and tragedy. The group
will fly directly to Israel on March 23 to
join others in the Land & Spirit Israel
Experience tour. For information, visit
www.landandspirit.org/Poland. c

New luxury dorm, Orlando philanthropists
Continued from page 11
their events and can spend more time
building their relationships and Jewish
campus community.”

To anchor the project, a new Hillel
director has been hired: Aaron Weil, a
10-year veteran of the University of
Pittsburgh Hillel. Weil says he’s excited
to move from a job where he must raise
80 percent of his $1.1 million budget to
one where 50 percent will be generated
automatically.

As dorm rental rates rise and the
building’s debt is paid off, Hillel’s income
should go up, too.

“Most Hillel directors have to deal
with the daily struggle to raise funds to
run the programs to sustain a vibrant
Jewish campus life,” Weil said. “What’s
unique about the UCF Hillel model is
that it removes what I call the treadmill
of soft money and replaces it with pre-
dictable income. Rather than consuming
your time and your energy with existen-

tial fundraising, you’re able to focus on
strategic fundraising.”

Having a gleaming new Hillel cen-
ter won’t hurt, either. The new facility
will include a theater, a kosher cafe, an
auditorium for 300, a game room, offices
and plenty of conference rooms and
hang-out space. The philanthropists are
planning a $2.5 million capital campaign
to complete the interior of the Hillel
space by the fall.

During a recent hard-hat tour of the
construction site, Katzen told JTA that
having a new facility and a top-tier exec-
utive will enable Hillel to tap the Jewish
potential at UCF: If you build it, they
will come. It’s a conviction based not on
hope, he says, but on years of research,
five years of planning and then a year of
breakneck-pace construction.

“It’s more than a ‘Field of Dreams’
voices-in-our-heads sort of thing,”
Katzen said. “We’re changing social
architecture on a broad scale.” c

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming

news updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
Now you have a choice: Read the print edition or read us online. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REGENCY MANAGEMENT CO.
Keith Kraft & Morris Kraft

Rentals ~ Residential ~ Commercial
95 White Bridge Rd. ~ Nashville TN 37205

…for over 45 years
352-1448                mkkraft@aol.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Karr, REALTOR
Website: www.JackieKarr.com
Email: JackieKarr@gmail.com

Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
2000 Glen Echo Rd., Suite 113

Nashville, TN 37215
Ph. 615-371-2467 x3 • Mobile 615-300-6640

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com
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For questions regarding the
Nashville CommUNITY

Mission Israel 2013, 
call Naomi Limor Sedek, 

Mission Manager, 
at 615-354-1642 or email

naomi@jewishnashville.org 
or visit 

www.jewishnashville.org

The JEWISH FEDERATION OF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
and our COMMUNITY’S SYNAGOGUES and JEWISH AGENCIES

invite you to join other Nashvillians in Israel.

GA Registraton
Underwritten

Visit our website

www.jewishnashville.org

$3,300 per person, land only

Registration 
NOW 

ONLINE!

Works by Denson, art students on display in June at GJCC

T
he works of Nashville
artist Deborah Denson
will be shown throughout
June in the Janet Levine
March Gallery at the
Gordon Jewish

Community Center.  In addition, stu-
dents of local artist Rhonda Wernick’s
GJCC oil painting class will exhibit their
works in June as well.  Wernick’s stu-
dents include Wally Wilson, Tanya
Lukner, Phyllis Alper, Dona Tapp, Yifat
Crouvi, Gail Moravsky, Lorna Graff and
Estelle Sack.  The works of Deborah
Denson also will be shown.

Denson is a Nashville native and a
mediator and conflict coach by trade. She
started painting the year she turned 40
and sees art as bringing balance to her
days. Watercolors were her first love, and
she prefers water based mediums because
she can work fast and not worry about the
big mess she regularly creates. Deborah

likes to paint the figure, including the
animal variety, and she uses bold colors
and value changes to express movement
and depth. She also adds oil crayons, sten-
cils, words and found objects.

Denson is inspired by the works of
Peggy Kroll Roberts, Charles Reid, and
Alex Powers. She hopes her works will
inspire others.

Wernick has been teaching oil
painting at the GJCC since 2008.  Alper
has participated since the beginning, and
Wilson began attending soon after.

The oil painting class is relaxed and
most of all fun, Wernick wrote in an
email. She works with the students to
enhance the style they already have.
They work on drawing, technique, use of
color and composition. Everyone works
at their own speed and on the subject
matter that interests them.

“It is so rewarding to see my students
grow and produce these wonderful cre-

Magpie by Deborah Denson

ations, she said. “I have been known to
scream during class, ‘I love teaching this
class!’ It is the highlight of my week.”

Wernick is a professional artist and
displays her work around town a various
locations. It also can be seen online at
dancingart.com and rhondapolenwer
nick.com. c

Corky’s BBQ
founder dies 
in Memphis

D
on Pelts, a member of the
Memphis Jewish commu-
nity who started the
Memphis-based regional
barbecue chain Corky’s,
died last month from a

heart attack at age 72.
He is survived by his wife, Linda,

children Barry and Patricia, a brother,
five grandchildren, and several nephews
and nieces.

Mr. Pelts opened the first Corky’s in
Memphis in 1984, offering barbecued
meats in a 1950s setting.  There are now
three Corky’s in Memphis, one in
Gatlinburg, and one just outside
Nashville in Brentwood, serving barbe-
cued pork, smoked sausage, brisket and
turkey.  Corky’s offers restaurant fran-
chises and sells meats online.

Andy Woodman, Mr. Pelts’ son-in-
law, now runs the restaurants with broth-
er-in-law Barry Pelts, Mr. Pelts’ son, the
Jewish news service JTA reported on
April 30.

The article described how Corky’s
provided kosher barbecued beef brisket –
cooked in a koshered smoker – to help
raise funds earlier this year for Margolin
Hebrew Academy in Memphis.

Rabbi Gil Perl, the school’s dean,
told JTA that replicating Corky’s pork-
smoking techniques on brisket fit into a
longstanding tradition.

“We Jews have learned how to imi-
tate every other part of [secular] life, so
why not this, too?” he asked.

In the end, the enterprise brought in
$100,000 in revenue, netting $20,000 for
the school’s sorely needed rehab. c

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org


