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Restored Holocaust violins will sing their 
“stories of hope” next March in Nashville 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

I
n explaining why he has spent the 
past 21 years locating and restoring 
violins played by Jewish musicians 
during the Holocaust era, Amnon 
Weinstein points to the unique 
capacity of music – particularly 

the violin – to convey the pathos of that 
terrible event. 

“Music connects us to history in a 
way we can relate to, and that’s particu-
larly true of the violin, which is consid-
ered the closest instrument to the human 
voice,” the master Israeli violin maker 
says. “People in the camps heard the 
sound of violins going to work and com-
ing back as orchestras played at the gates. 
Just thinking about the role violins played 
during the war makes you shiver and feel, 
think and identify with the victims.” 

Weinstein calls the 60 instruments 
he has restored the “Violins of Hope, 
and he has taken them to only a handful 
of venues – Berlin, Rome and Venice in 
Europe; Charlotte, Cleveland and South 
Florida in the United States. 

Next year 22 of the Violins of Hope 
are coming to Nashville, where they will 
be played by members of the Nashville 
Symphony Orchestra during three concert 
performances in March and then be on 
view through May 28 at a free exhibition 
downtown at the Nashville Public Library.

But Violins of Hope Nashville will 
involve much more than the concert and 
exhibition, said the project’s coordinator, 
Steven Brosvik, chief operating officer for 
the Nashville Symphony. Along with the 
symphony and the library, there are more 
than a dozen groups co-sponsoring the 
project, including the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, and many of them are 
planning events that will tie into Violins 
of Hope and its theme. 
• The three performances of the sym-

phony’s Violins of Hope concert on 
March 22-24 at the Schermerhorn 
Center will include the debut of a 
new symphony by the Jewish compos-
er Jonathan Leshnoff commissioned 
especially for the event. 

• The Federation will hold its annual Yom 
Hashoah (Holocaust Remembrance 
Day) event at the Schermerhorn 
Center, where one of the violins will be 
played during the service. 

• The Nashville Ballet will stage a 
performance of “Light/The Holocaust 
and Humanity,” a full-length ballet by 
Austin, TX choreographer Stephen 
Mills designed to encourage conver-
sations about the Holocaust, genocide 
and human rights. 

• The symphony will host a special con-
cert on May 9 featuring the renowned 
Jewish violinist Joshua Bell that will 
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Amnon Weinstein will bring 22 of his Holocaust-era violins to Nashville next March, 
when they will be played during a special concert at the Schermerhorn Center and 
then be on exhibition for two months at Nashville Public Library downtown. (Photo courtesy 

of Amnon Weinstein) 

Federation board approves 5-year
blueprint for Best Jewish Nashville 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
he board of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee 
approved a blueprint last 
month that will guide the 
community’s planning and 

funding priorities over the next five years.
Dubbed Best Jewish Nashville 2.0, 

the blueprint was developed by a special 
committee that spent six months studying 
the Federation-funded 2015 demographic 
survey of the Middle Tennessee Jewish 
community, identifying 10 key communal 
needs or objectives, and making recom-
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include three pieces from the movie 
“Schindler’s List.” 

• In the months before the Violins of 
Hope arrive, book clubs across the city 
will be encouraged to read Violins of 
Hope, a book about Weinstein and 
his project, and the library will host its 
author, James Grymes, for a lecture. 

• After the March concert, the Violins of 
Hope will be on display until May 28 in 
the downtown library’s art gallery near 

the permanent collection in its Civil 
Rights Room, creating the opportunity 
for events exploring human rights issues 
that connect the Holocaust and the 
Southern civil rights movement. 
Other sponsors who may plan events 

connected to the Violins of Hope include 
the Belcourt Theatre, Parnassus Books, 
the Nashville Film Festival and Oz Arts, 
a nonprofit organization that supports 

 Continued on pages 3

mendations to address each of them. 
Each objective or need – increasing 

the number of people who participate in 
Jewish communal life, for example, and 
improving outreach to poor and nearly 
poor members of the Jewish community 
– falls within one or more of four broad 
priorities: building and strengthening 

Jewish community, promoting a culture of 
philanthropy and volunteering, respond-
ing to the community’s unmet needs, and 
fostering relationship with the broader, 
non-Jewish community.

The Best Jewish Nashville 
Demographic Study Impact and Innovation 

Continued on pages 5
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Have a joyous Passover. And share what it means to you.

#PassoverPublix
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Continued from page 1
contemporary visual and performing arts. 

“The idea is to make this a citywide 
event and conversation,” Brosvik said. 

Brosvik said he first became aware of 
Violins of Hope in 2015 when he was invit-
ed to see the instruments in Cleveland, 
where the Maltz Museum of Jewish 
Heritage had mounted a major 
exhibition, including historical 
materials, multimedia experi-
ences, and live performances. 

“I came back and we pret-
ty quickly decided we would 
like to do something similar,” 
he said. Brosvik got in touch 
with Federation Executive 
Director Mark S. Freedman, 
who approached Weinstein. 

It turns out that Weinstein 
was quite amenable in bring-
ing the violins to Nashville 
because of its musical reputa-
tion. He also has a deep inter-
est in African American music. 

In deciding where to take 
his instruments, Weinstein 
said, “We work with the people 
with whom we share a common 
language, people we like and 
especially with those who we 
feel are truly caring and dedicated – as 
it is quite difficulty to make one of these 
exhibits happen. It takes a lot of work, 
money – and mostly heart.”

Freedman said the project will cost 
upwards of $500,000, which will be cov-
ered by a special joint fundraising effort 
involving all of the co-sponsors.

As he does whenever his instru-
ments go on exhibit, Weinstein will be 
on hand for the opening of Violins of 
Hope Nashville along with his wife, Assi, 
and son, Avshalom, who is also a violin 
maker and has helped his father restore 
the Holocaust instruments.

For Weinstein, the Violins of 
Hope are personal. His father Moshe, a 
Lithuanian violin maker, immigrated to 
Israel with his wife, Golda, and opened 
a little violin shop. But the rest of his 
family – more than 400 people – perished 

in the Holocaust. 
Many of the violins Weinstein 

restores were played in concentration 
camp orchestras, others belonged to musi-
cians who were part of the East European 
klezmer culture. Some are emblazoned 
with a Star of David. Many of the own-
ers died in the Holocaust, of course, but 
others survived – often because of their 
status as concentration camp musicians.

Each violin tells the story of an indi-
vidual – Weinstein calls them “stories 
of hope” – and that’s what makes their 
testimony so compelling. 

“You can’t talk about a mass of people 
and a mass of pain. You can’t know six 
million stories,” he says. “But you may be 
able to identify with the story of a 12-year-
old boy who was found asleep in a forest 
with a violin case under his head.”

The violins will be displayed in lit 
glass cases along with the histories of the 
instruments and their Holocaust owners. 
But for Weinstein, it’s important that the 
instruments not be mere silent artifacts 
on exhibition. They must be played in 
concert before live audiences. 

Only when they are singing, he says, 
do the Violins of Hope reveal completely 
the stories of those whose voices were 
silenced.  •

Violins

Twenty-two of the instruments restored by 
Weinstein will be played in a special concert next 
March by the Nashville Symphony Orchestra and 
then be on exhibition for two months downtown at 
the Nashville Public Library. (Photo courtesy of the Maltz Museum 

of Jewish Heritage) 

Instrument crafted by his father’s 
mentor was first restored by Weinstein

A
sking Amnon 
Weinstein to 
choose a favor-
ite from among 
the more than 
60 Holocaust-

era violins he has restored “is 
like asking me which child I 
love best,” he says. 

But if he had to pick one, 
it would be his first restoration, 
an instrument made in 1924 
by Yaakov Zimermann for his 
close friend, Shimon Krongold. 
Adorned with a Star of David, 
its label includes a note in 
Yiddish: “I made this violin for my loyal 
friend Shimon Krongold.”

Krongold was a wealthy Warsaw 
industrialist and patron of several child 

violin prodigies. Carrying 
the violin, he escaped from 
Poland in 1939 and made 
his way to Russia and then 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, where 
he died of typhus.  Before 
his death, Krongold asked 
a friend to bring the violin 
to his family in Jerusalem. 
Those family members 
brought it to Weinstein. 

Weinstein says he 
feels a “deep attraction to 
Zimermann,” who helped 
train his father, Moshe, in 
the craft of violin making. 

“Zimermann was killed during the 
war, but his instruments come now back 
to life,” Weinstein says. “They play and 
reach out to people wherever we go.” •

Simon Krongold playing 
the violin made for him 
by Yaakov Zimmerman. 
(Photo courtesy of Amnan Weinstein) 

GJCC to screen documentary 
“Violins of Hope” this month

T
he Gordon Jewish 
Community Center 
and Nashville Public 
Television will sponsor a 
free screening this month 
of “Violins of Hope: 

Strings of the Holocaust,” an award-win-
ning documentary about Israeli Amnon 
Weinstein’s two-decade effort to find 
and restore violins played by Jews during 
the Holocaust. 

Directed by Lance Shultz and 
produced by WVIZ/PBS Ideastream, 
the hour-long documentary is narrat-
ed by Academy Award-winning actor 
Adrien Brody and chronicles the sto-

ries of the instruments’ owners during 
the Holocaust as well as violin-maker 
Weinstein’s effort to recover and restore 
them. The film, which first aired last 
year, won the Best Picture Award at the 
2016 Vienna Independent Film Festival. 

The Nashville event begins at 6 
p.m. on April 5 at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. Refreshments 
will be served and will be followed 
by the screening. In addition, Mark 
S. Freedman, executive director of the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, will speak about the 
exhibition of the Violins of Hope next 
year in Nashville.  •

The Observer is online at www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Committee was chaired by the Steve 
Hirsch, the Federation’s vice president, 
and Carol Hyatt, its immediate past 
president. The planning process involved 
more than 45 other volunteers, including 
representatives from most local Jewish 
institutions and agencies. 

In that sense, Best Jewish Nashville 
2.0 (BJN 2.0) represents a community-
wide strategy, said Harriet Schiftan, 
the Federation’s associate director and 
liaison to the committee. Many of the 
initiatives that come out of it will be 
spearheaded by synagogues, agencies, 
and organizations with support from the 
Federation, she said.

“With the completion of the BJN 
2.0 committee process, we have made 
good on one of the two challenges the 
Federation board issued regarding our 
demographic study. One was to take the 
specific data from the study and create 
a data driven action plan. The second 
was to engage our community part-
ners in meeting newly identified needs,” 
Schiftan said. “Thankfully the approach 
Carol and Steve took was to engage our 
professional and volunteer partners at 
every step along the way so everyone 
is poised and ready to tackle these 10 
recommendations.”

Best Jewish Nashville is a collabo-
rative planning process instituted by the 
Federation in 2010. It uses broad feed-
back from the local Jewish community 

to identify communal needs and estab-
lish funding priorities, and to regularly 
re-evaluate those needs and priorities. 

In coming up with the newest 
iteration of Best Jewish Nashville, the 
committee relied heavily on the results 
of a demographic study conducted in 
the summer of 2015 by the Steinhardt 
Social Research Institute, which is part 
of Brandeis University’s Cohen Center 
for Modern Jewish Studies, and released 
early in 2016, Hirsch said.

“The demographic study had a pro-
found impact on BJN 2.0, as we used 
the results of a ‘deep dive’ into the study 
results to identify areas for immediate and 
future actions, either for the Federation or 
for other community institutions with an 
assist from the Federation,” said Hirsch. 

The first demographic profile of 
Jewish Nashville since 2002, the study 
describes a local Jewish community of 
about 8,000 Jews and 3,000 non-Jewish 
family members who are older and more 
intermarried than the national average, 
yet still highly engaged in communal life 
and strongly connected to Israel. 

It also found, however, that a growing 
number of Jewish households are located 
far from the community’s geographic core 
and institutions, making it hard for them 
to participate in communal life. In addi-
tion, newcomers, who account for about 
25 percent of the Jewish population, 
tend to be less engaged and “can find it 
difficult to integrate, make connections 
and become involved in institution,” the 
study’s authors said.   •

Board

BJN 2.0: Objectives and Recommendations
Objective: Increase participation in 

Jewish organizational life at all levels, 
especially among those who are margin-
ally affiliated or who have not integrated 
into the community.

Recommendation: Create a cen-
ter for outreach and engagement for 
Jewish newcomers, volunteering oppor-
tunities and volunteer development, and 
a source of all events occurring in the 
Jewish community. This three-year trial 
program would be staffed by a profession-
al who would also coordinate communi-
ty-wide welcome and information fairs. 

Objective: Reach out to the Jewish 
community’s poor and nearly poor.

Recommendation: Develop an out-
reach and marketing campaign by Jewish 
Family Service and the Federation to 
promote the array of available confiden-
tial financial services, targeting espe-
cially places frequented by seniors and 
others who might need the services.

Objective: Improve Jewish commu-
nal leadership development and training

Recommendation: Develop a lead-
ership training program that will iden-
tify, train, and engage leaders for the 
Federation and other Jewish organiza-
tions as well as a specific plan to each 
leader’s integration and involvement in 
key roles.

Objective: Increase awareness of the 
Federation’s impact

Recommendation: Develop educa-
tional programs about the Federation’s 
mission and scope that use storytelling to 
show its impact on individuals. 

Objective: Enhance advocacy of 
Israel and understanding of Judaism and 

Jewish values through travel experiences.
Recommendation: Fund and sup-

port missions to Israel and other places 
of Jewish interest for members of the 
broader Nashville community like the 
recent trip with mainline Christian cler-
gy. Promote the Federation as a resource 
for all Israel missions and trips. 

Objective: Educate the larger com-
munity on important  Jewish issues.

Recommendation: Use strategies 
such as a community-wide Jewish cul-
tural fair to promote Jewish and Israeli 
culture, a movable exhibit for college 
campuses that promotes Israel products 
and innovation,  an essay contest for 
high school students on the influence 
if Israel Technology on meeting glob-
al needs,  and hosting more interfaith 
events and programs at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center to build 
familiarity and friendships.

Objective: Build relationships to 
the larger community through strategic 
involvement.

Recommendation: Have Jewish 
community members serve on the boards 
of four or five selected organizations 
that have been identified as aligning 
with Jewish values, create a database 
of Jewish community leaders who serve 
on non-profit boards, establish a group 
of ambassadors to speak to non-Jewish 
groups about timely Jewish issues and 
concerns, create a “Friends of the Jewish 
Community” group for non-Jewish lead-
ers who want to support the Jewish 
community.

Objective: Support and increase 
Jewish community building.

Recommendation: Support efforts 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennesseeat www.jewishnashville.org

The Observer is online at www.jewishobservernashville.org

that build Jewish community and cre-
ate opportunities for increased engage-
ment, including including communi-
ty-wide Jewish experiences, Jewish hol-
iday celebrations, local and domestic 
trips, and new activities that target 
Jewish clusters beyond the community’s 
demographic core.

Objective: Increase programs and 
services beyond the community’s geo-
graphic core, especially for active and 
senior adults. 

Recommendation: Add a commu-
nity-wide senior coordinator who will 
be the contact for all senior service 
and program needs. The coordinator 
can refer to offerings both within and 
beyond the Jewish community, and can 
help engage those in outlying areas 
by establishing neighborhood “clusters”. 

This coordinator should convene and 
coordinate all those in the Jewish com-
munity who serve senior adults to pro-
vide for a more seamless and coordinat-
ed service delivery system.

Objective: Engage those for whom 
the high cost of participation in Jewish 
life is a barrier. 

Recommendation: To increase 
membership in Jewish organizations 
and institutions, look for alternatives to 
the one-size-fits-all approach, including 
tiered and segmented fees based on ser-
vices used, “friends of” membership cat-
egories, and community-wide free mem-
bership trials for newcomers, newlyweds, 
and the newly retired. Encourage orga-
nizations to work together to promote 
open houses and free and low-cost Jewish 
activities.  •
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U
.S. Army Master Sgt. 
Roddie Edmonds was 
the highest ranking ser-
viceman in a German 
POW camp in 1945 
when he risked his life 

to defy the camp commander’s effort to 
identify Jewish prisoners for likely depor-
tation to a Nazi concentration camp. 

Almost as remarkable as Edmonds’ 
courage is the fact that the Knoxville 
native never spoke about the episode to 
anyone, not even his wife. 

“I grew up never hearing about it 
from my father,” said his son, Rev. Chris 
Edmonds of Maryville, TN. “Dad always 
declined to share details about his time 
as a POW.”

Indeed, the story was largely 
unknown until 2008, almost 25 years 
after Edmonds’ death, when his son 
read a 2008 New York Times article 
that included an innocuous quote from 
a Jewish veteran, Lester Tanner, who 
said he owed his life to a young ser-
geant named Roddie McDowell. Chris 
Edmonds tracked down Tanner and 
other POWs who filled in the details. 

Today, Roddie Edmonds is one of 
only five U.S. servicemen recognized 
as a Righteous Among the Nations, 
Israel’s highest honor for non-Jews who 
risked their lives to save Jews during the 
Holocaust, and his son heads an organi-

zation called Roddie’s Code 
that seeks to inspire heroes 
through his father’s story. 

Edmonds will be 
the featured speaker on 
Sunday, April 23, at the 
annual communitywide 
Yom Hashoah (Holocaust 
Rememberance Day) 
commemoration, which 
is being held this year at 
The Temple. The event, 
which is sponsored by the 
Community Relations 
Committee of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, begins at 10 a.m. and is free 
and open to the public,  although those 
planning to attend are asked to RSVP to 
Abbie Wolf, the Federation’s director of 
community relations, at (615) 354-1647 
or abbie@jewishnashville.org. 

Like previous Holocaust commem-
orations, it will include a service led 
by local rabbis and a candle-lighting 
ceremony involving survivors and their 
families. Edmonds also will hold a special 
session with religious school students 
beforehand. 

The Yom Hashoah commemoration 
leads off a two-week period that includes 
an observance of Yom Hazikaron (Israeli 
Memorial Day) on May 1 at Congregation 
Micah and a communitywide celebra-

Yom Hashoah commemoration will honor 
Knoxville POW who declared, “We are all Jews”  

tion of Yom Ha’atzmaut 
(Israeli Independence Day) 
on May 7, which will again 
take place outdoors at Red 
Caboose Park in Bellevue. 

Chis Edmonds said his 
father’s story is particularly 
relevant today in the con-
text an alarming increase in 
anti-Semitism, even in the 
heart of western democra-
cies. 

“I recently spoke at 
an Interfaith Shabbat in 
Chattanooga, and it was 

powerful,” he said. “There were people of 
many faith backgrounds including Jews, 
Christians, Muslims, Hindus and others. 
Amazingly we liked each other. We had 
fun with each other. And most of all we 
understood and cared about each other.”

Roddie Edmonds had only recently 
been captured during the Battle of the 
Bulge when, as the highest ranking POW 
in stalag IXA, he was ordered to have all 
Jewish prisoners report for formation the 

next morning, which everyone presumed 
would lead to their deportation to a con-
centration camp. 

Instead, Edmonds ordered every 
POW to report – non-Jews as well as 
Jews. When the camp commander 
turned to Edmonds and asked why all the 
prisoners were standing in front of their 
barracks, he replied, “We are all Jews.” 
And when the commander pulled his 
gun and held it to Edmonds’ head, the 
sergeant said, “If you shoot me, you will 
have to shoot all of us, and after the war 
you will be tried for war crimes.” 

The commander backed down. 
Chris Edmonds likes to point out 

that his father was not the only hero 
that day. Anyone of the soldiers could 
have stepped forward to identify a Jewish 
POW, but none did. 

  “We must learn what Dad and his 
men knew. To survive and thrive we 
must stand together as one,” McDowell 
said. “They knew that life and humanity 
is about all of us and not one of us or 
some of us.”  •

Yom Hazikaron service 
will honor Vandy student 
felled by terrorist

W
hen the Nashville 
Jewish commu-
nity observes 
Yom Hazikaron 
on Monday, May 
1, it will honor 

Taylor Force, the 28-year-old Vanderbilt 
University MBA student who was killed 
a year ago by a knife wielding terrorist 
while studying in Israel. 

Yom Hazikaron , the Israeli memo-
rial day, is when the Jewish state 
remembers those who have died while 
serving in the military or at the hands 
of terrorists.  

The local observance will begin 
at 7 p.m. at Congregation Micah. 

It will be led by Rabbi Philip “Flip” 
Rice and other local rabbis and will 
include remarks by Mark Cohen, a 
professor with Vanderbilt’s Owen 
Graduate School of Management, who 
had accompanied Force and 29 other 
students to Israel as part of a course 
on global entrepreneurship when the 
attack occurred. 

Also speaking will be Phil 
Lieberman, a Vanderbilt professor of 
Jewish studies and law, and Adi Ben Dor, 
the community shlicha (Israeli emissary) 
at the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee. Both will be 
talking about their service in the Israeli 
Defense Forces. •

See what is going on in the community at 
www.jewishnashville.org

Master Sgt. Roddie 
Edmonds
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

T
heir mission to the 
nation’s capital last 
month was part of a 
training program to pre-
pare them to take posi-
tions of leadership in the 

Nashville Jewish community. 
But the six young adults taking 

part in a new leadership development 
initiative of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee found 
themselves lobbying members of the 
Tennessee Congressional delegation on 
an important and timely issue – getting 
more federal funds for security in Jewish 
communities in response to the recent 
increase in anti-Semitic acts.

“I’ve been on plenty of training” and 
leadership missions, but in this case, the 
learning coincided with action,” said ELI 
participant Avi Spielman. “One thing 
became clear: We could actually make 
an impact.”

Spielman, Lindsay Goldstein, 
Arielle Doochin, Daniel Reches, Mara 
Stein, and Josh Segall are members of the 
first class of the Federation’s Emerging 
Leadership Initiative, which is aimed 
at identifying and training young adults 
25-40 to be part of the next generation 
of Jewish community leaders. 

Their mission to Washington on 
March 1-3 is part of a training program 
preparing them to become members of 
the Federation’s Community Relations 
Committee in August. Accompanying 
them were Ron Galbraith and Leslie 
Kirby, the chair and vice-chair respec-
tively of the CRC, and Abbie Wolf, 
the Federation’s director of communi-
ty relations. 

Aside from meeting with the staffs 
of U.S. Reps. Jim Cooper and Dianne 
Black and U.S. Sen. Bob Corker, the 
group talked with officials at the U.S. 
State Department, the Israeli embassy, 
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the 
Jewish Federations of North America, 
and the Washington Institute on Near 
East Policy. They sat in on a panel 
discussion on immigration and refugee 
issues by representatives of the Episcopal 
Church, the ACLU and the Jewish 
immigration and refugee service HIAS. 

“I’ve never been on a mission 
trip that was so full of different expe-

riences, whether we were on “Israeli 
soil” at the Israeli Embassy, at the 
State department discussing Israeli/
Palestinian relations, or on Capitol 
Hill discussing the recent bomb threats 
and security of JCCs,” said Goldstein. 

Doochin said meeting congressional 
staff members was particularly important 
because “we were able to provide them 
information on what is really happen-
ing on the ground …. It was clear that 
our in-person visit brought to life issues 
they don’t always get to hear first-hand, 
including the bomb threats.” 

Likewise, Segall said, “Meeting 
with our representatives was very 
worthwhile.  … I think our particular 
issues do get less attention if we don’t 
go, and we learn a lot that we can bring 
back to Nashville when we listen to our 
representatives’ staffs”.

Another important benefit was for 
the ELI participants to meet people with 
diverse views and have open dialogues 
about difficult issues, said Kirby. 

“For example, one of the State 
Department officials asked the group 
what they thought the difference was 
between being anti-Israel and anti-Se-
mitic,” Kirby said. “That discussion 
models the kind of dialogue we need 
to have locally, both inside our Jewish 

DC training mission turns into real lobbying 
effort for emerging young leaders 

community and with our other commu-
nity partners.”

Reches said he was intrigued by the 
consensus framework used by Jewish 
organizations nationally and locally. 
“In Nashville we have multiple con-
gregations representing most flavors of 
Judaism. This is a blessing when it comes 
to consumer choice, pluralism and diver-
sity in a broad sense,” he said “Learning 

how to balance the myriad perspectives 
under our large umbrella of the CRC is 
crucial going forward.”

In addition to what they learned 
about issues and organizations, Steine 
said, “My biggest takeaway from our 
trip was that our Nashville commu-
nity is invested in us and wants the 
future generation of Jewish adults to 
be successful advocates for Jews in 
Nashville, the United States, and 
around the world.”

Wolf, the Federation’s community 
relations director, said, “The Federation 
is always looking at innovative ways to 
bring new leaders into our organization. 
The ELI program is a great example of 
outreach to young, bright professionals 
who are interested in the portfolio of 
the Community Relations Committee. 
They’re eager to learn about all the 
aspects of our work and are excited to 
become committee members in August, 
and look forward to choosing a specific 
area of focus where they’ll dedicate 
their time.”  

Wolf, the Federation’s community 
relations director, said each of the ELI 
participants will choose specific area of 
interest as a focus during their two-years 
on the CRC. Plans are underway for 
another ELI class in a couple of years 
when the terms of the first cohorts end, 
she said.  •

Arielle Doochin (from left), Lindsay Goldstein, Avi Spielman, Daniel Reches, Josh 
Segall and Mara Steine took part in a mission to Washington last month as part of 
their training for the Emerging Leaders Initiative. With them are Leslie Kirby (sec-
ond from right), vice chair of the Federation’s Community Relations Committee, and 
Abbie Wolf, the Federation’s community relations director. 

Ess & Fress Catering 
has something to offer at 
every Passover table this year.
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Community Relations Communiqué

By ADI BEN DOR 

A
s we reach the month 
of April, many import-
ant holidays and days 
of remembrance fill the 
calendar. Starting with 
Passover as the “open-

ing night,” we are led into Yom Ha’Shoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day), Yom 
Ha’Zikaron (Fallen Soldiers and Victims 
of Terror Remembrance Day) and Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut (Israel’s Independence 
Day). The density of these events is not 
coincidental. They tell a story. 

Passover commemorates the libera-
tion of the people of Israel from bondage 
in Egypt. At the traditional Seder meal 

we read, “In every generation a person 
should see himself as though he person-
ally has been liberated from Egypt.” This 
idea often makes me think about what 
freedom means to me personally. How 
appropriate that we think about this 
concept in springtime. Spring is the per-
fect time to think about change, growth 
and freedom. 

There are two types of imprison-
ment that confine freedom: the external 
and the internal. The first is a more 
noticeable form of wrongdoing and the 
latter is typically more hidden. Many 
times we look out into the world and 
witness wrongdoings that we want to 
make right. People are suffering and we 
want to help release them from bad cir-

Each spring, special Jewish days tell a story
cumstances. In these cases we look upon 
our tradition and morals and take action. 
“Tikun olam,” making the world a better 
place, is one of the pillars on which the 
Jewish tradition stands.

The second type of prison I find to 
be more complex. At times we overlook 
our own internal bondage. It may be 
difficult to look deep into oneself but the 
outcome can be quite rewarding. The 
shackles we put on ourselves, personal 
fears, insecurities and negative thoughts 
can be holding us back from fulfilling 
our dreams. I truly believe that freedom 
is experienced when one lives up to his 
or her unique internal, spiritual and 
external self. 

Passover is a time to search within 

ourselves and be who we really want to 
be. We can peel the shackles off and go 
after our dreams, big or small. Let us not 
be guided by negative thoughts but rath-
er positive affirmation.  

During the Holocaust, Jews were 
systematically murdered for their reli-
gion. They had no state to shelter in 
and no defined army to defend them. 
After the war, a mass immigration to the 
land of Israel took place, led by a dream 
of having a state for the Jews which 
would be a safe haven. Many survivors 
tried to keep their stories to themselves, 
wanting to build a new life in their 
new home. It was mainly after Adolph 
Eichmann’s trial that the terrible stories 
from the Holocaust became a part of 
Israeli society. Ever since, the Holocaust 
has become a major topic in Israel and is 
taught as a primary reason for the exis-
tence of the state of Israel. 

Only a week after Israel remembers 
the Holocaust victims and acts of her-
oism, the state stops its daily routine 
for another day to remember those who 
gave their lives to fight for the foun-
dation and continuation of the Jewish 
state. Yom Ha’Zikaron is a day in which 
Israeli society pauses to mourn its sons 
and daughters who were killed during 
their army service or in a terror attack. 
During that day, everything slows down. 
A sad soundtrack plays, families gather 
in cemeteries, stores close and cars halt 
as the entire country acknowledges the 
difficult price we pay for having our 
independent state. 

After this heartbreaking day, when 
the clock strikes eight, a flag is raised 
on Mt. Herzel. This flag of the state of 
Israel waves proudly in the air as the 
country shifts from remembering its 
dead to celebrating life made possible 
by them. This painful shift is contro-
versial, but many believe it symbolizes 
the essence of this journey that we, as 
a nation, are still taking. We started 
in Egypt as slaves, gained freedom but 
later were persecuted and killed for 
our beliefs, then rose from the ashes to 
create a state, a home for all Jews, to 
insure that no harm can be caused to us. 
Alongside that, the reality is still one in 
which young adults sacrifice their lives 
in order to allow our dream of Israel to 
stay a reality. 

In Israel, the density of these 
remarkable days is no coincidence. They 
convey a message that the State of Israel 
exists as an outcome of the Holocaust 
and to promise that it won’t happen 
again – and that Israel wouldn’t exist if 
it weren’t for those who gave their lives 
protecting and living in their country. 
As a granddaughter of a Holocaust survi-
vor, a ninth generation Israeli, a citizen 
who has gone through several wars and 
knows soldiers who have sacrificed their 
lives for our state, I couldn’t feel more 
proud to call Israel my home. From 
Egypt, through Europe and to Israel, 
we now have a home which is ours and 
which we should cherish. 

 Happy 69th birthday, Israel! •

Adi Ben Dor is serving a two-year ten-
ure as community shlicha (Israeli emissary) 
with the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.
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E
laine Parker and Lisa and 
Mike Shmerling are the 
recipients of Jewish Family 
Service’s 2017 Chesed 
Award and will be honored 
at JFS’s annual fundraiser 

dinner on Thursday, April 27. 
Chesed is Hebrew for “loving kind-

ness,” and the Chesed Award is given 
each year to acknowledge the contribu-
tions the recipients have made to the 
Jewish and broader Nashville communi-
ty and beyond.  

“Boy do Elaine, Lisa and Mike 
personify the essence of Chesed!” said 
JFS Executive Director Pam Kelner.  
“One of the aspects I love most about 
the Chesed Award is the opportunity to 
share with the entire community what 
our amazing honorees have done to 
impact the quality of life for so many in 
our community. We can all be inspired 
by their accomplishments.”

The Shmerlings’ impact on 
Nashville’s non-profit landscape is felt 
far and wide.  An abbreviated list of 
agencies benefitting from their leader-
ship includes: The Temple,   Renewal 
House, Grace Eaton Day Care Center, 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
The Jewish Federation & Foundation, 
Fisk University, University School of 
Nashville and Abes Garden. 

Lisa has served on the JFS Board 
over the past 5 years and has volunteered 
her time and talents as a co-chair of 
the Chesed Dinner.  She was a special 
education teacher with Metro Public 
Schools, and one area of JFS program-
ming that resonates with her is Family 
Life Education programming, where Lisa 
is one of the agency’s volunteers.  Mike 
has been an active participant in the 
Jewish Job Network, which matches 
job-seekers with prospective employers, 

since the program’s inception in 2010.   
The Shmerlings believe deeply in 

the mission of JFS, and have strived to 
instill that passion and commitment in 
their children. Their daughter, Katie 
Wayne, graduated as a member of the 
Young Leader Council (YLC), a non-
profit Nashville leadership training pro-
gram. When it came time to choose an 
internship, she picked JFS, becoming the 
first participant in YLC’s 30-year history 
to intern with a Jewish agency. Katie 
now serves as a JFS board member.  

As the first woman to receive her 
master’s in education from Harvard, 
Elaine Parker was handed her diploma 
by Helen Keller, who told her, “Don’t let 
this education go to waste.” Elaine took 
those words to heart and has made her 
entire life about giving of one’s self and 
improving the lives of others, said Kelner.

Elaine says one of her earliest memo-
ries is of volunteering with her Hungarian 
grandmother in cooking for and writing 

Elaine Parker, Lisa and Mike Shmerling will be 
honored at JFS annual Chesed Dinner on April 27

to servicemen through the Red Cross. She 
later volunteered with Boston Veterans 
Hospital and the New York Lighthouse 
for the Blind – all experiences that con-
tributed to her interest in working with 
people with vision problems.  

As the State Director for the Blind 
of Tennessee, Elaine opened programs 
and changed outdated standards for per-
sons with disabilities. Her passion for 
working with people with visual, hear-
ing, or mobility challenges led to her 
writing a book on special needs wed-
dings. Elaine continues her work today 
by equipping senior adults with vision 
issues with low vision aids from the JFS 

Low Vision Closet for Jewish Seniors 
Program, a partnership between JFS and 
B’nai B’rith Chapter 46.

She also worked at Nashville 
Tech in Commercial Food Service and 
Culinary Arts Training which paved the 
way for a catering career.  

Elaine’s long history of involvement 
with JFS goes back to the 1980s when she 
started classes for Jewish Russian fami-
lies who immigrated to Nashville.  She 
taught individuals how to interview, write 
resumes, and apply for jobs in addition to 
accompanying them to supermarkets to 
learn the foods and read instructions. All 
of these valuable skills enabled them to 
gain confidence in navigating a new place 
and reinforced their independence.

The Chesed Dinner will begin with 
a reception at 6:15 p.m. at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center with dinner 
following at 7 p.m. Tickets are $150 per 
person. For more information or to make 
reservations, contact Janet Parr at (615) 
356-4234.

The Chesed Dinner is the primary 
fundraiser for JFS, one of Nashville’s 
oldest social service agencies. Last year 
JFS served more than 1,800 individuals 
through its 18 services and programs in 
the areas of adoption, counseling, psy-
chotherapy, financial assistance, senior 
services, information and referral, and 
family life and community enrichment. 

For more information about JFS, con-
tact Kelner at (615) 354-1644 or visit the 
JFS Website at www.jfsnashville.org. •

Lisa and Mike Shmerling Elaine Parker

E
ighteen is an auspicious num-
ber in the Hebrew tradition 
because it’s the numerical 
value for the Hebrew word 
chai, which means “life.”

 This month Chabad of 
Nashville will celebrate its “chai” anni-
versary with a gala fundraiser on Sunday, 
April 30 that will honor three individu-
als who have helped chart its success and 
growth – Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, 
Bernie Pargh and Dianne Berry. 

Chabad Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel 
described Haslam as an ardent support-
er of Israel and a friend of Chabad 
who participated in the dedication of 
the Chabad campus as well as several 
Menorah lightings at the State Capitol. 
He will be honored with Chabad’s Friend 
of Israel Award. 

Pargh, a friend and supporter of 
Chabad “has demonstrated leadership 
across many segments of the Nashville 
community,” Rabbi Tiechtel said, 
and will be honored with the Jewish 
Leadership Award. 

Dianne Berry, also a longtime friend 
and supporter of Chabad, will be hon-
ored with the Woman of Valor Award 
for the volunteer work she has done for 
many worthy causes across the Nashville, 

Rabbi Tiechtel said. 
Rabbi Tiechtel recalled that he and 

his wife, Esther Tiechtel, and their two 
little children, Tzivi and Bassie, arrived 
in Nashville in the fall of 1999 to 
establish Chabad of Nashville in the 
400-square-foot basement rec room of 
their home. One family attended its first 
Friday night service, he said. 

 In ensuing years, Chabad moved 
into one store front, then two and even-
tually into a 3,000-square foot space on 
Belle Forest Circle in Bellevue. In 2012, 
it opened the Genesis Campus for Jewish 
Life at 95 Bellevue Road, where today 
hundreds of people from all segments 

Chabad will honor Gov. Haslam, Bernie Pargh and 
Dianne Berry at April 30 gala celebrating its “chai” anniversary

of the community take part in holiday 
events, educational activities or attend 
services at Congregation Beit Tefilah. 

“We meet people who feel a liv-
ing and vibrant relationship with their 
Jewish heritage. They come to learn, 
to celebrate and to connect... and their 
graciousness, compassion, and kindness 
is breathtaking,” said Esther Tiechtel. 
“We truly feel that the Jewish commu-
nity in Nashville and its leadership is an 
example for all.” 

Rabbi Tiechtel said he and his 
wife have met thousands of people in 
Nashville over the past 18 years.  “We 
look at each one as an individual and 

unique person,” he said. “Each person 
has a specific role in G-d’s creation, and 
we are here to help them as they fulfill 
their mission and purpose in life.”

The chai anniversary celebration, 
which begins at 6 p.m. in the Bernard 
Ballroom at Chabad’s Genesis Campus 
for Jewish Life, will include a cocktail 
reception with open bar, a silent auction 
and a gourmet dinner catered by execu-
tive chef Carolos Davis. The cost is $125 
a person. 

The Revere family has pledged up 
to $100,000 to match dollar for dollar 
all pledges made by May 30 and paid 
by December 31. The funds raised will 
be used to benefit the Revere Jewish 
Montessori Preschool, which is sched-
uled to open on the Chabad cam-
pus this fall, including outfitting the 
classrooms with Montessori inspired 
equipment and materials, making the 
required modifications to the play-
ground and ensuring an important 
role for the school in educating the 
next generation.

To RSVP or for more information 
about the event and a tribute journal 
that will presented to the honorees, go to 
www.chabadnashville.com or call (615) 
646-5750. •

Dianne Berry Bernie Pargh Gov. Bill Haslam

Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!
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By BEN SALES 

NEW YORK (JTA) — A number 
of Jewish groups blamed white suprema-
cists for the recent wave of bomb threats 
against Jewish institutions as well as a 
reported spike in anti-Semitism since the 
U.S. elections last year.

It appears they were wrong.
The news that one Jewish teen — 

an Israeli, no less — was behind most 
of the approximately 150 bomb threats 
against dozens of Jewish community 
centers since early January is a shock-
ing twist in light of months in which 
the Anti-Defamation League and other 
groups pointed their collective finger at 
the far right.

“We’re in unprecedented times,” 
said Oren Segal, director of the ADL’s 
Center on Extremism during a March 10 
news conference on the bomb threats. 
“We’ve never seen, ever, the volume 
of bomb threats that we’ve seen. White 
supremacists in this country feel more 
emboldened than they ever have before 
because of the public discourse and divi-
sive rhetoric.”

The ADL has repeatedly charged 
President Donald Trump with embold-
ening extremists, anti-Semites, and far-
right groups in the United States. Other 
groups were even more explicit in link-
ing rising anti-Semitic acts this year to 
the new president. On Jan. 10, following 
the first wave of JCC bomb threats, Bend 
the Arc, a liberal Jewish group, said, 
“Trump helped to create the atmosphere 
of bigotry and violence that has resulted 
in these dangerous threats against Jewish 
institutions and individuals.”

In February, the Anne Frank Center 
for Mutual Respect said in a statement 
to Trump, “Rightly or wrongly, the most 
vicious anti-Semites in America are 
looking at you and your Administration 
as a nationalistic movement granting 
them permission to attack Jews.” 

But the perpetrator of the anti-Se-
mitic acts, while his political opinions 
are not known, does not fit the profile 
of a white supremacist. According to 
Israeli reports, he’s a mentally ill Israeli-
American Jewish teenager.

He worked from home, using a com-
puter lab with sophisticated equipment, 
encryption and transmission systems, 
and a powerful antenna, according to 
reports. And his father may have known 
what he was doing.

Israel’s anti-fraud squad arrested the 
unidentified 19-year-old suspect at his 
home in southern Israel on March 23. 

The other suspect in the bomb 
threats, arrested earlier in March, also 
does not appear connected to the far 
right. He’s a left-wing African-American 
former journalist who apparently made 
the calls in a convoluted vendetta 
against a former romantic partner.

After the Israeli suspects arrest, 
ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt told 
JTA  that the organization stands by its 
prognosis of a surge in anti-Semitism 
and hatred in the U.S. since the cam-
paign. Aside from the JCC bombings, 
Greenblatt pointed to a range of other 
hateful activities tied to white suprema-
cists, from abuse of journalists on Twitter 
and harassment of Jews in Whitefish, 
Montana, to a South Carolina man who 
plotted a mass shooting at a synagogue.

“The impact is still the same: You’ve 
got children, families, the elderly, teens 

and others who have been terrorized by 
these attacks,” Greenblatt said. “We’ve 
seen rising levels of bigotry in ways that 
are brand new. The emergence of the ‘alt-
right’ and the rising levels of abuse they 
perpetrated during the campaign against 
Jews and other minorities is despicable.”

The Anne Frank Center, a small 
group whose profile has risen in part due 
to the attention around the JCC threats, 
said in a statement Thursday that “it 
doesn’t matter where any suspect is from 
or what his or her background is.” Bend 
the Arc CEO Stosh Cotler said in a state-
ment: “Violence and threats of violence, 
whoever or wherever they come from, are 
unacceptable and cannot be tolerated.”

The JCC Association of North Am
erica said it was “troubled” by the news 
that the suspect is Jewish, while the 
Jewish Federations of North America, 
even as it praised law enforcement offi-
cials for finding the perpetrator, called 
the news “heartbreaking.”

Greenblatt and Paul Goldenberg, 
director of the Secure Community 
Network, which advises Jewish groups 
and institutions on security, both said 
the suspect’s age and location were less 
relevant than the fact that someone has 
been caught for making the threats.

“What is relevant is that an indi-
vidual or individuals were placed into 
custody who were engaged in or involved 
in criminal behavior, who were looking 
to terrorize our community,” Goldenberg 
said. “I do understand why people may 
have believed that this was part of a 
larger effort.”

For longtime observers of anti-Sem-
itism, the news showed the need to 
be cautious when analyzing hateful 
acts. Former ADL National Director 
Abraham Foxman, who has previously 
called for cooler heads in responding 
to recent anti-Semitism, said Thursday 
that the arrest shows the pitfalls of mak-
ing assumptions.

Jewish bomb-threat suspect undermines Jewish 
groups’ narrative on source of anti-Semitism

“Always take these things seriously, 
but don’t jump to conclusions,” Foxman 
told JTA. “History has taught us the 
source of anti-Semitism does not come 
from one direction. It’s universal in its 
nature … I think it is on the increase, 
but it’s not in epidemic proportions.”

Jonathan Sarna, a professor of 
American Jewish history at Brandeis 
University, noted that this isn’t the first 
time that Jews have committed anti-Se-
mitic acts. In 1989, the former president 
of the Jewish Student Union at the State 
University of New York in Binghamton 
was charged with painting anti-Semitic 
slogans on campus.

“It is a reminder that we have to 
be very careful before we talk about a 
whole wave of anti-Semitism,” Sarna 
said. “Something like this will surely 
make everybody a little embarrassed in 
the sense that it’s not what people imag-
ined it would turn out to be.”

Sarna added that this incident shows 

Jews may not be as hated in America as 
it may have seemed. He cited a recent 
study by the Pew Research Center show-
ing Jews to be the most popular religious 
group in America.

“It’s good to take a middle ground,” 
he said. “Yes, there are people who hate 
Jews, but we’re not seeing storm troopers 
at the gate.”

Still, Sarna and Foxman noted the 
string of other anti-Semitic acts recently 
— the cemetery desecrations and swasti-
ka graffiti, as well as a deluge of anti-Se-
mitic harassment on Twitter last year. 
Because anti-Semitic acts, beyond the 
JCC threats, remain frequent in the U.S., 
Foxman does not believe that Thursday’s 
arrest will lead to anyone downplaying 
future acts of anti-Semitism.

“It’s there,” Foxman said of anti-Sem-
itism. “So there’s one guy, whatever his 
problem was – that doesn’t change the 
fact that every day there are incidents of 
anti-Semitism in this country.” •

The American-Israeli teenager arrested on suspicion of making over 100 bomb threats 
to American JCCs leaves the courtroom after his initial appearance on March 23. (Photo 

by Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)

200 attend security forum at the GJCC

M
ore than 200 people 
attended a forum last 
month on security at 
the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center 
in the wake of a spate 

of bomb threats against Jewish commu-
nity centers across the country. 

The March 8 forum was held two 
weeks before a 19-year-old Israeli man 
was arrested in connection with most 
of the more than 150 telephone bomb 
threats to dozens of JCCs across the 
country, including three to the GJCC.

GJCC Executive Director Leslie Sax 
said the forum was arranged not just to 
update the community about the local 
response to the threats but also to high-
light the support and assistance for the 
GJCC, whose campus also is also home 
to the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, Jewish Family 
Service, and Akiva School, the local K-6 
Jewish day school. 

In all, more than two dozen local gov-
ernment officials and law enforcement 
agencies, including the FBI, attended or 
sent representatives to forum. Among 
them was Nashville Mayor Megan Berry, 
who said in remarks to the forum that 
the city “stands with its Jewish brothers 

and sisters … We are hear for you.” 
Sax told those at the forum that the 

GJCC has instituted new communica-
tion, threat assessment and evacuation 
protocols and conducted security train-
ing for 90 members of its fulltime and 
part-time staff. She noted that GJCC 
telephone operators were the first to 
record one of the telephone threats. 

At the time of the forum, the bomb 

threats had been occurring for more than 
two months, and a number of people 
at the forum expressed frustration that 
authorities had not been able to identify 
the their source and stop them.  

Among those attending the forum 
was Sara Melamed, whose child attends 
the GJCC preschool. Melamed was at 
the prechool on Jan. 18 when a wave of 
telephone bomb threats were directed at 
the GJCC and 26 other Jewish commu-
nity centers across the nation. 

She said she was “flabbergasted” by 
the quick response of the GJCC staff, 
which evacuated the entire building and 
transported the preschool students by 
bus and cars to a safe haven nearby.  

“I felt safe, and I felt my child was 
safe,” Melamed said. 

Sax said one bright spot to come out 
of the bomb threats is the outpouring of 
support, much of it from the non-Jewish 
community. Both the GJCC and the 
Federation have received dozens of letters 
and emails, including a one from a group 
in Vermont called the Love Brigade that 
consoles victims of hate and a pack-
et of letters from students at Belmont 
University taking a Holocaust course. 

“It makes you realize there is love in 
this world,” she said. •

Among the local officials who spoke at 
the GJCC security forum was Matthew 
Espenshade, assistant special agent in 
charge of the FBI’s Nashville office.
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad

Chabad’s Jewish Montessori preschool 
will hold open houses this month 

The Revere Jewish Montessori Preschool will two open houses this month for par-
ents interested in touring the renovated classrooms, learning more about the curriculum 
and Montessori philosophy, and meeting both Cheri Lindsley, the preschool director, 
and Esther Tiechtel, its Jewish educator. 

The first open house will be from 4:30-6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 19. The second 
will from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 23. 

Parents are welcomed to bring children ages 18 months through 5 years as open 
houses will include a special Montessori program, “Counting to Shavuot,” that will give 
them an taste of Jewish Montessori preschool.

The school is scheduled to open in August with a class for children 18 months-2 
years old and another for children 3-5 years old. 

Rabbis Tiechtel and Strosberg will 
celebrate completion of Talmud tractate 
with seudat mitzvah

Rabbis Yitzchok Tiechtel of Congregation Beit Tefilah and Saul Strosberg of 
Congregation Sherith Israel will each celebrate a siyum, the completion of a tractate 
(section) of the Talmud), this month at their respective synagogues. 

The two rabbis have been meeting weekly for the past four months to study 
Tractate Meilah, and will conclude the day before Passover. On Monday April 10, 
just hours before the first seder, each rabbi will celebrate the siyum following morning 
services at his synagogue with a light snack that will serve as a seudat mitzvah (a meal 
marking the fulfillment of a mitzvah). 

It is a custom to arrange for a siyum on the day before Passover, when another 
tradition holds that firstborn sons must fast in thanksgiving for being spared from the 
10th plague – the death of Egyptian firstborn sons. By being on hand to participate in 
the seudat mitzvah following the siyum, firstborn sons can free themselves of the obli-
gation to fast for the rest of the day. 

Among Chabad’s Purim festivities was its annual Purim Around the World celebration, 
which this year had a Caribbean theme – including a steel drum band, a Caribbean din-
ner and costume contest that would have made Jimmy Buffet feel right at home. 

@ Sherith Israel

Visiting rabbi will speak on April 4 about 
creating a life legacy for the next generation

Rabbi Daniel Cohen of Congregation Agudath Sholom in Stamford, CT will speak 
on Tuesday, April 4 at Congregation Sherith Israel 

Drawing on his book What Will They Say about You When You’re Gone? Creating 
a Life Legacy, Rabbi Cohen’s remarks will explore timeless and timely principles for 
becoming the parent and grandparent that most people aspire to be. He will explore 
strategies and practical steps for creating lifetime memories, and cultivating joy and 
courage in one’s children and inspiring values in the next generation. 

The talk begins at 7:30 in the shul library. 

About 150 attended Sherith Israel’s March 12 Purim celebration and dinner “An 
Evening in Persia” that included a poignant video testimony by Helen Hanai recounting 
her three-year effort to leave Iran and join her children in the United States as well as 
light-hearted video “You know you’re Persian if …” starring members of the congre-
gation. Pictured here are Hania’s daughter, Janet Taeedkashani, who worked on the 
event and provided authentic tea urns and other décor; Dianne Berry, who designed the 
décor and centerpieces, Daniella Pressner and Pam Kelner, the event chairs, and and 
CSI President Roberta Goodman. The event was also Sherith Israel’s annual fundraiser. 

CSI Celebrates Purim Persian Style 

@ Micah

Pursuit of Harmony will be at Micah for 
Shabbat on April 28

Renowned Jewish American songwriter Michael Hunter Ochs and award-winning 
Muslim Palestinian peace activist Alaa Alshaham will bring their cultural and spiritual 
program, “the Pursuit of Harmony” to Congregation Micah on April 28 for an evening 
of music and conversation. 

The weekly WINE-down begins at 5:30 p.m. followed by the service at 6 p.m. and 
a meet and greet in the social hall. 

Also this month at Micah …
• The book club will meet in the library on April 7 following evening Shabbat dervice 

to discuss The Debt of Tamar by Nicole Dweck. The May 5th read is Bee Season by 
Myla Goldberg. For questions or assistance in joining the discussion, contact Ron 
Heady ronheady3@gmail.com.

• Lori Landsberg will host A Woman’s Circle on Friday, April 21 at her home in 
Hendersonville. The lunch will begin at noon and will be followed by learning 
and conversation led by Rabbi Laurie Rice from 12:45-2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to all women. RSVP by April 15 to orilay69@gmail.com.

• Adult Education will host a daytime excursion on Aprils 28 to Short Mountain 
Distillery, a maker of kosher moonshine, in Woodbury, TN. For more infor-
mation, ontact Paula Kirwan at pgkwn@comcast.net and RSVP on the Micah 
Events website.

Congregation Micah high school students Emma Rudy Srebnik 
(from left), Andrew Zolensky, Rachel Karp, Eli Kirith and 
Joseph Friedman recently attended the Union of Reform 
Judiasm’s Social Justice Seminar – L’Taken – in Washington 
D.C.  Chaperoned by Micah teacher Dr. Leslie Kirby, the stu-
dents selected social causes, contextualized them in Jewish 
teachings and tradition, and delivered speeches to the staffs of 
U.S. Sens Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker, and U.S. Reps. Jim 
Cooper and Diane Black.  



12    April 2017 The Observer

Congregational news & events

@ West End
200 attend WES forum focusing on 
U.S. refugee resettlement program

Stephanie Teatro can run through all the arguments in favor of an aggressive U.S. 
refugee resettlement program: Because they undergo such a rigorous medical and securi-
ty vetting process, refugees pose almost no risk of terrorism or other crimes. Resourceful 
and resilient, they are 10 times more likely to start small businesses. 

 And of course there’s the moral argument: These are people who have been forced 
to leave their homelands to escape war, persecution or natural disaster. Without help, 
many of them will die. 

“So how did we get to this moment – the shutdown of the U.S. refugee program 
in the middle of a global refugee crisis?” Teatro asked during a communitywide forum – 
“Refugees: Straight Talk” – on Thursday, March 9 at West End Synagogue.

 About 200 people attended the forum, which included a panel discussion and 
question-and-answer session featuring Teatro, co-executive director of Tennessee 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition; Greg Siskind, one of the nation’s most prom-
inent immigration lawyers; Kellye Branson, director of refugee and immigration services 
for Catholic Charities of Tennessee, and two refugees who have resettled in Nashville, 
Shenwar Hussein and Hinda Ahmed. 

The forum was scheduled in October, said Judith Saks, a member of the synagogue’s 
Social Action Committee, which sponsored the event. So it was coincidental that it 
occurred just three days after President Donald Trump’s administration issued a revised 
executive order banning all refugees for 120 days and those from Syria indefinitely. 
The order also bans immigration for 90 days from six predominately Muslim countries. 

Even before the ban, the United States had been admitting only an average of 
about 110,000 refugees annually over the past 30 years, said Siskind, a former West 
End member whose practice is now based in Memphis. Historically, there have been 
periods when refugee resettlement was higher, both in real numbers and propor-
tionately, he said, noting that in 1948 the United States resettled about 140,000 
Holocaust survivors. 

Nashville resettles about 1,200 refugees a year, or about 85 percent of the total in 
the entire state, and Branson said she is “very proud to live in a city that is so welcom-
ing.” But with the U.S. program on hold, she said Catholic Charities was forced to lay 
off 11 staff members in its refugee and immigration services. And while the temporary 

Taking part in the forum “Refugees: Straight Talk” at West End Synagogue were ref-
ugees Hinda Ahmed (from left) and Shenwar Hussein along with immigration lawyer 
Greg Siskind, Stephanie Teatro, co-executive director of Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition, and Kellye Branson, director of refugee and immigration 
services for Catholic Charities of Tennessee. The panel was moderated by Metro Vice 
Mayor David Briley. 

ban is for four months, she fears it will create a logjam in the complicated resettlement 
process that will last much longer.  

While the U.S. refugee program has reached a crisis with the election of Donald 
Trump, Teatro traced the effort to undermine it legislatively to 2011, when Tennessee 
passed a law giving cities the right to refuse to accept refugees being resettled by 
non-profit agencies like Catholic Charities. She said she suspects the current pause is 
the beginning of a similar resistance at the federal level. 

The panelists cited a number of factors contributing to the rising anti-refugee senti-
ment: widespread economic anxiety, the public conflation of legal refugees and undoc-
umented immigrants, and the changing demographic of refugees, a greater proportion 
of whom come from Africa and the Middle East than a decade ago. 

Like the panel, the audience was largely in support of the refugee program, and the 
moderator, Vice Mayor David Briley, asked them to suggest what individuals might do 
to support refugees and resettlement programs.

 Aside from donating money or volunteering, Branson said the best thing would be 
“to become friends with one of our clients.”

Likewise, Teatro said most ardent opponents of the refugee program have never 
met a refugee. The best way to change attitudes, she said is through “personal interac-
tion.” 

Both Hussein, a Kurdish Iraqi who resettled in Nashville six years ago with his 
wife and children, and Ahmed, a Somalian who resettled here three years ago with her 
sister, agreed.

For those who are struggling to adjust in a strange place, “a smile means a lot,” 
Hussein said.  •

�e perfect setting 
for your most memorable event.

Weddings  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Roo�op glass enclosed banquet room for up to 64 people.

Spacious suites as well as beautiful standard rooms.
Complimentary expanded breakfast  |  Free internet access

Seasonal outdoor pool and Jacuzzi  |  Free parking

615-777-0001
2324 Crestmoor Road
Nashville, TN 37215

Behind the Mall at Green Hills

www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com

@ The Temple
Nashville in Harmony will 
perform at Temple on April 7 

Nashville in Harmony (NiH), Tennessee’s first and only musical arts organization 
especially for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people and their allies, will perform 
at The Temple on April 7 during the evening Shabbat service. NiH says its mission is 
“to use music to build community and create social change.” 

The service begins at 6 p.m. 

Also this month at The Temple …
• The book club will meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday, April 2 to discuss Perfect Little World 

by Kevin Wilson.
• The Worship and Music committee will hold a hike and Havdalah in Percy Warner 

Park on April 1. Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade Boulevard 
at 3:45 p.m. for a 2.5 mile hike on the white trail. For the Havdalah, meet at 5:30 
p.m. at the stone gate entrance to the park. 

• The Temple MazelTones, the youth choir directed by Dennis Scott and Cantor 
Tracy Fishbein, will perform a concert for the residents of Richland place at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 22. Shmoozing and refreshments will follow. The concert is sup-
ported by the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 
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Happy
Passover

Offering Traditional
Passover Favorites

Matzo Ball Soup
Brisket

Potato Kugel
Tsimmes
Haroset

Green Hills

Nashville Metropolitan Airport

www.noshville.com

Happy Passover
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David Stern 
becomes 
third-generation 
leader of 
U.S. Reform 
rabbinical group

(JTA) — Rabbi David Stern of Dallas 
has been installed as president of the 
Reform movement’s Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the third generation 
in his family to hold the title.

Stern, 55, the 
senior rabbi 
at Temple Emanu-
El, was installed 
by the rabbini-
cal group as its 
61st president on 
March 20 during 
its annual conven-
tion in Atlanta. 
He succeeds Rabbi 
Denise Eger, who 

served as CCAR president from 2015 to 
2017 and was the first openly gay person 
to lead the organization.

CCAR is composed of more than 
2,000 rabbis affiliated with America’s 
largest Jewish denomination.

Stern is the first third-generation 
president of the organization. His father, 
Rabbi Jack Stern, served from 1985 to 
1987, and his grandfather, Rabbi Jacob 
Philip Ruden, held the position from 
1957 to 1959.

“As I consider the service of my 
father and my grandfather, it is clear that 
each generation’s challenges are unique, 
and the CCAR’s mission and promise 
remain the same — to foster excellence 
in Reform rabbis so that they can be 
transformational leaders in their com-
munities; to lift up the rabbinic voice 
for compassion and justice; and to bring 
rabbis together in mutual support and 
growth,” Stern said.

Stern also is the fourth Temple 
Emanu-El rabbi to serve as president. He 
has been with the Dallas congregation 
for 28 years, including 21 as senior rabbi.

He also has served in numerous 
capacities within the Union of Reform 
Judaism and Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion. •

Rabbi David Stern 

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

Design and Renovation
Move Management

Downsizing and Organizing

Sara Beth Warne • 615.330.9918
www.AgingInPlaceServices.net

To access the 
Community Calendar, 

go to 
www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”
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Yom Hashoah

J O I N  U S  I N  
O B S E R V A N C E  O F

H O L O C A U S T 
M E M O R I A L  D A Y
Featuring Pastor Chris Edmonds, son of Master Sgt. 

Roddie Edmonds  a WWII hero an
, who bravely saved the lives of 

countless Jewish soldiers in a risoner of ar camp in Germany. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 
10:00AM 

THE TEMPLE  
5015 HARDING ROAD, NASHVILLE, TN 37205
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Yom HaZikaron
Memorial Day for Fallen Soldiers 

and Victims of Terrorism  

CONGREGATION MICAH
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4 GENERATIONS        85 YEARS OF SERVICE

615.356.1700       800.356.4282

- Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

- Je�rey J Zander, CIC

- Michael A. Weinburger

- Diane Sacks

Home Auto Life  Health  
Business  Disability  Long-Term Care 

Identity Theft

zanderins.com

Have a Happy Passover
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30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
PASSOVER

This Passover,  
 Invest in the   
 Promised Land.

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS
israelbonds.com

Development Corporation for Israel
3525 Piedmont Road, Building 6, Suite 250 
Atlanta, GA 30305
atlanta@israelbonds.com • 404-817-3500

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus.  
Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate  
the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA

Invest in Israel Bonds  israelbonds.com
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brian stoltzfus | zach goodyear | sydney mccann | c. 615.673.4252

o. 615.522.5100 | parks in the gulch | 311 12th avenue south | nashville, tn 37203

204 acklen park drive 
7 luxury residences remain from the $650’s

N O V E L L O W E S T E N D . C O M

NOVELLO
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The Mission of NAMI is to enhance the lives of those affected by mental illness.  
Learn more about NAMI Tennessee at www.namitn.org

Dinner 
Award Ceremony 

Silent Auction

Tuesday, May 2, 2017
 at the Hillwood Country Club, Nashville, Tennessee

LAMAR
 

Senator and former  
Governor of Tennessee

ALYSE
 

Co-Founder, Sprintz Furniture  
and non-profit leader

Your donations help to fund the following educational programs 
 for persons with mental illness and their family members:

 
 

Become a Sponsor! Learn about our numerous print and media opportunities, 
complementary table or seats for dinner and more.  

Contact Jeff Fladen at jfladen@namitn.org or by calling 615-361-6608 ext 306.

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
he haggadah used during 
this year’s Community 
Relations Seder included 
a four-page section written 
by Vanderbilt University 
senior Gregory Bernstein 

that juxtaposed contemporary social jus-
tice goals – economic equity, criminal 
justice reform and affordable housing – 
with ideals found in the Jewish Bible and 
traditional rabbinic texts.

“It shows how social justice values 
are reflected in traditional Jewish values,” 
said Bernstein, who attended the seder 
along with almost 40 other Vanderbilt 
students, Jewish and non-Jewish. 

Like Bernstein, many of the stu-
dents who attended the seder are active 
in Vanderbilt Hillel. Others represent-
ed University Catholic, the Vanderbilt 
Asian American Student Association 
and the Vanderbilt Divinity School. 
What united them is their inter-
est in social justice issues. Bernstein, 
for instance, is a volunteer with the 
Vanderbilt Prison Project, which advo-
cates for prisoners and prison reform. 

“Social justice has always been 
important to me,” he said. “And now I’m 
at the age where if I see [an injustice], 
I feel like I should try to do something 
about it.”

The Vanderbilt students were 
among 250 people who gathered at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center on 
Wednesday, March 14 to take part in 
an early seder built around the theme of 
social justice. Along with members of the 
Jewish community, those in attendance 
include dozens of representatives from 
churches, mosques, social action groups 
and community service organizations, 
many of them associated with Nashville 
Organized for Action and Hope, a mul-
tiracial and interdenominational social 
justice coalition.

The annual event is sponsored by 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, and this year it was 
co-hosted by Vanderbilt Hillel. 

Led by Rabbis Laurie and Philip ‘Flip’ 
Rice of Congregation Micah, the seder 
followed a unique haggadah –  “Unmet 
Promises: Building a Just Community” – 
developed by Mary Shelton, a member of 
the Federation’s Community Relations 
Committee (CRC). She co-chaired 
the event with Avi Poster. It marked 
Shelton’s 10th and final year of involve-
ment with the seder, and she was pre-
sented a framed papercut by artist Kim 
Phillips with the Hebrew words “because 
you were strangers in the land of Egypt,” 
a reference to Torah commandment to 
care for strangers. 

 Aside from Bernstein’s insert, the 
haggadah included a special list of con-
temporary plagues related to the them 
– “the fear of being stopped, arrested and 
convicted,” for instance, and “the bit-
terness of wage discrimination and wage 
theft” – as well as a remembrance of the 
famous Freedom Seder held led by Rabbi 
Arthur Waskow in 1969 on the first 
anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
assassination that used the Passover story 
to encourage action against ongoing civil 
rights injustices. 

The guest speaker was Yavilah 
McCoy, a third-generation African 

American Orthodox Jew who heads a 
Boston-based diversity consulting com-
pany and is the founder of a nonprofit 
organization that provides Jewish diversi-
ty education and advocates for American 
Jews of color. She has been named one 
of “16 Faith Leaders to Watch” by the 
Center for American Progress, a progres-
sive public policy research and advocacy 
group.  

Moses did not “become woke” to 
injustice of persecution until he “went 
down into the slave pit and put his 
shoulder to the grindstone,” McCoy said, 
and he did not understand what it meant 
to be a refugee until he was forced to flee 
to Midian after killing an Egyptian.

In the same way, McCoy advocates 
building genuine personal and institu-
tional relationships that transcend eth-
nic and religious boundaries – a process 
she describes as “getting proximate” to 
those of different cultures – so that “your 
story will be my story and your liberation 
my liberation … Then we will under-
stand what the work of social justice has 
to do with us personally.”

The seder was developed by Shelton 

Community Relations Seder celebrates 
the Jewish tradition of social justice  

and Poster along with Abbie Wolf, the 
Federation’s community relations direc-
tor, CRC Chair Ron Galbraith, and Ari 
Dubin, executive director of Vanderbilt 
Hillel. 

“Social justice is not new to Judaism,” 
Wolf said in her opening remarks, noting 
that tikkun olam – the obligation to 
“repair the world” – is one of Judaism’s 
most important ethical concepts. 

The Passover season got off to an early start on Tuesday, March 14 when more than 
250 people attended the 10th annual Community Relations Seder sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and cohosted this year by 
Vanderbilt Hillel and the Federation’s Community Relations Committee. The annual 
event is an effort to build relationships with the larger community and foster under-
standing about Judaism. (Photos by Rick Malkin) 

Yavilah McCoy, a third generation 
Orthodox Jew who grew up in the 
Crown Heights section of Brooklyn and 
now provides diversity education and 
advocates for Jews of color , urges those 
at the seder to “get proximate” to peo-
ple of other cultures, ethnicities and 
religions as a way to build bridges that 
will turn social justice from an ideal into 
a reality. 

Community Relations Committee 
member Mary Shelton (left), holds the 
Kim Phillips papercut she was present-
ed for chairing the seder for the past 
10 years. The Hebrew words, which say 
“because you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt,” are a reference to the Torah 
commandment to love the stranger 
in your midst. With Shelton are Avi 
Poster, who co-chaired the seder with 
her, and Abbie Wolf, the Federation’s 
community relations director. 

Music is always an important element 
of the Community Relations Seder, and 
this year, in addition to traditional seder 
songs like “Mah Nishtana,” “Dayenu” and 
“Eliyahu HaNavi,” Congregation Micah 
cantorial soloist Lisa Silver, singer/song-
writer Batsheva and instrumentalists John 
Capek and Chris Patterson performed 
a number of songs associated with civil 
rights and social justice, including tradi-
tional spirituals like “Go Down, Moses” 
and “This May Be the Last Time.”  •
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By DR. RON WOLFSON

I
n our family, seder night is a dress-
up affair. Suits and ties, dress-
es, new clothes for the kids — 
“Shabbes” clothes we call them. 
Imagine our surprise when one 
year we arrived for seder at the 

door of our friends, David and Shira 
Milgrom-Elcott, in our dressy clothes, 
and they greeted us wearing flowing 
Bedouin robes.

“Welcome to our seder!” David 
exclaimed. “Please take off your shoes 
before you come in.”

We dutifully took off our shoes and 
entered their home. David and Shira led 
us right past the dining room, formal-
ly set with linen and fine china, into 
their large family room. Draped from the 
beams of the vaulted ceiling , large white 
bedsheets formed a tent-like structure 
encompassing the center of the room. In 
the “tent,” bean bag chairs and pillows 
surrounded a low coffee table on which 
sat the seder plate. 

“The seder ceremony is a simulation 
of what really happened on that first 
night of the Exodus from Egypt,” Shira 
explained. “So we’ve decided to conduct 
our seder in this tent. Please make your-
selves comfortable — take off your ties 
and jackets — and recline with your kids 
on the floor.”

The families in attendance enjoyed 
a delightful, relaxed telling of the 
Passover story. Once we completed 
the Maggid [narration] section of the 
haggadah, we moved into the dining 
room for the seder meal. After opening 
the door for Elijah, we returned to the 
tent to complete the seder ceremony.

It was a seder we’ll always remember.
And that, in a word, is what the 

seder is designed to help us do — remem-
ber — remember the story of the Exodus 
and, more importantly, our place in it. 
After all, the most important words of 
the Haggadah are, “All people, in every 
generation, should see themselves as 
having experienced the Exodus from 
Egypt.” The seder is our yearly re-enact-
ment of the liberation and continuity of 
the Jewish people, an evening of family 
education par excellence.

And yet, many of us base our con-
duct of the seder on a model we knew 
as children — each person takes turns 
reading a paragraph out of the haggadah. 
In some families, that is considered a 
“participatory” experience. It might be, 
but it’s hardly engaging.

When I interviewed families for The 
Art of Jewish Living: The Passover Seder, I 
learned that the search for creative ideas 
for seder celebration is never-ending. 
Here are somoe tips on how you might 
enliven your family’s seder experience 
this year.

Give homework
When the Weber family invites the 

Wolfson family for seder, we are asked 
to prepare a presentation on some aspect 
of the seder ceremony. The presentation 
could be a d’rash – an explanation of 
what the haggadah is trying to say. But, 
over the years, our presentations have 
also been given as a play, a song, and a 

take-off on a game show. Not everyone 
in your family may be able to do this, 
but there is no better way to encourage 
participation in the seder than by asking 
people to prepare something in advance 
to bring to the table.

Buy time
The seder ceremony of my youth 

never lasted more than 20 minutes. 
That’s how long it took to say Kiddush 
(the blessing over the wine), do kar-
pas (the spring vegetable), break the 
matzah, and fight over who would say the 
“Mah Nishtanah” [the Four Questions]. 

One way to buy time for the telling 
of the story is to offer your guests some-
thing to nibble on between the vege-
tables of karpas and the meal. My wife 
Susie often prepares an edible center-
piece. She and the kids slice jicama very 
thin and with “Jewish” cookie-cutters, 
stamp out jicama Stars of David, Torah 
scrolls, and Kiddush cups. She places 
the shapes on the end of bamboo “shish 
kabob” skewers and inserts them into a 
head of red cabbage placed in a wicker 
basket. She adds color to the display by 
cutting flowerettes of green and red pep-
per, carrots, celery, and other vegetables 
and placing them on skewers and into 
the cabbage. The result is a spectacular 
vegetable bouquet which we use as a 
centerpiece on the seder table.

After karpas, we invite our guests to 
“set the centerpiece” by taking the skew-
ers out of the cabbage and dipping the 
vegetables into saucers of salad dressings 
placed around the table. 

Tell the story
The core of the seder experience 

is the telling of the story of the Exodus 
from Egypt. The traditional text of the 
haggadah contains four different tellings 
of the story, each one beginning with 
a question a response, and praise for 
God. Think of ways to tell the story that 
supplement the haggadah. One year, we 
were invited to a seder where the host 
family put on a skit. 

Another family we know of uses 
puppets and story books. The most 
unusual telling, however, had to be the 

family who presented a magical version 
of the 10 plagues in costume. 

Ask questions
The haggadah invites questions. 

Encourage your guests to liberate them-
selves from the book and discuss what 

Innovations help make the Passover 
seder fun, inclusive and memorable  

the haggadah is trying 
to tell us. After recit-
ing the 10 Plagues, 
for example, you 
might ask, What are 
10 things that plague 
us today?” When the 
haggadah tells us that 
we should feel as if we 
were redeemed from 
Egypt, what does that 
mean? What are we 
doing about Jewish 
continuity in our 
family, in our com-
munity? The discus-
sion resulting from 
these questions can 
be the highlight of your seder.

Have fun
The seder was never meant to be 

dull. Quite the contrary, it is to be 
a relaxed, informal educational experi-
ence. Some families sing favorite songs 
children learn in religious school: “Go 
Down Moses,” for example, and “One 
Day When Pharaoh Awoke in His Bed.” 
A favorite parody is “The Ballad of 
the Four Sons.” We read “Only Nine 
Chairs” by Deborah Uchill Miller (Kar-
Ben Copies), a hilarious account of a 
family seder.

Be inclusive
Scratch the surface of most Jewish 

adults and you’ll find a child who was 
upset at not finding the afikoman. To 
include everyone in the search at our 
seders, we make a chart with the order 
of the seder (Kadesh, Urhatz, etc.) and 
select one letter from each word. We 
put these 14 letters on index cards and 
then hide them around the house. We 
tell the kids that each of them must find 
at least one of the cards for us to find the 
real afikoman. When the kids find all 
the cards, they bring them to the table. 
Then, we ask the adults to figure out a 
jumble-word-search two-word clue from 
the letters. The letters spell “at refrigera-
tor.” Once the clue is deciphered, every-
one runs to the refrigerator and finds the 
real afikoman! Then, of course, everyone 

who participated in 
the search gets a prize.

Use sensory 
materials

One of the prob-
lems in keeping young 
children interested 
in the seder is that 
most haggadot are not 
designed for them. 
When our kids were 
in nursery school, 
Susie created a “Pat 
the Bunny”-type 
Haggadah using the 
coloring sheets sent 
home from class. She 

added tactile materials to the sheets 
where appropriate: cotton balls on pic-
tures of sheep, sandpaper on pictures 
of the bricks of the pyramids, grape 
scratch-and-sniff stickers on pictures of 
the Kiddush cups. She put these in a 
loose-leave notebook and made copies 

for the kids at the seder. They were 
immediately engrossed in the book, fol-
lowing along and participating at their 
own level in their own very special way. 
Susie also gave each child a “goodie bag” 
filled with Passover symbols, frog stick-
ers, a bookmark, even moist towelettes 
for the inevitable spills of wine.

Hiddushim (innovations)
Each year, experienced seder lead-

ers look for new ideas to incorporate 
into the ceremony. Here are a few of 
my favorites. Instead of filling Elijah’s 
Cup with wine at the beginning of the 
seder, wait until just before opening 
the door and pass Elijah’s cup to each 
participant who pours some of her/his 
wine into it. This is a demonstration of 
the need to act to bring the Messianic 
era. The Sephardim, Jews of Spanish 
and Mediterranean descent, pick up the 
seder plate and place it over every per-
son’s head during the recitation of Ha 
Lahma Anya, the invitation to partic-
ipate in the seder. Another Sephardic 
custom is to beat the leader with green 
onions during the singing of Dayyenu as 
a reminder of the plagues. Ask a set of 
modern “Four Questions” to discuss at 
the ceremony. Sing “Had Gadya” with 
sound effects: choose a person to create 
the sound of a goat, a cat, a dog, a stick, 
fire, etc., which they make after the 
words are sung. 

Choose a good haggadah.
There are 3,000 editions of the 

haggadah catalogued in the great library 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
and every year more versions appear. 
Jews have always felt comfortable in 
putting together haggadot that reflect 
their particular slant on experience of 
the seder. So, we have “The Haggadah 
for the Liberated Lamb” (a vegetar-
ian haggadah) and “The San Diego 
Women’s Haggadah” (a feminist hagga-
dah). We have traditional unedited texts 
and greatly abbreviated liberal texts. We 
have new “family” haggadot and that old 
standby, the Maxwell House Haggadah.

Since the cost of multiple copies is 
often quite substantial, pick one that will 
last a number of years in style, substance, 
and construction. Remember, the book 
itself should stand up to extensive use. • 

Dr. Ron Wolfson is the Fingerhut 
Professor of Education at American Jewish 
University in Los Angeles and a cofounder 
of Synagogue 3000.

One way to add interest to the seder is to ask questions. 
After recounting the 10 plagues as this group is doing, for 
example, you might want to ask participants to name 10 con-
temporary plagues. (Photo by Sharon Gott/Flickr) 

Another way to enliven a seder is to think of ways to sup-
plement the telling of the Passover story with skits, puppets 
– even costumes. 
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Passover 2017 
In nashvIlle

West end synagogue
3810 West End Ave.

Conservative

Monday, April 10: First Night Seders 
• Interactive Musical Family Seder, 6 p.m. Led by Debby and Stuart Wiston and Rabbi 

Joshua Kullock, this seder will have all generations up out of their seats singing and 
dancing as they reccount the Exodus from Egypt and the crossing of the Red Sea.

• Ancient Story, Modern Meaning, 6 p.m. Led by Rabbi Josh Barton, this seder will 
take the haggadah’s advice to “see yourself as if you left Egypt” and learn how the 
Passover seder can speak to each of our spiritual lives.

 The seders will be followed at 7 p.m. by a meal with singing and discussion. The cost 
is $45 for adults, $25 for children 6–12, $10 for Children 3–5, no charge for children 
under 3, $60 for non–members. RSVP to office@westendsyn.org or (615) 269–4592. 

 (Please indicate if you would like to make a donation to ensure that everyone can join us.)

Tuesday, April 11 and Wednesday, April 12
• Morning services: 9:30 a.m. 

Friday, April 14: Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach 
• Pray, Eat and Learn with Professor AJ Levine of Vanderbilt University: 6 p.m. 

Shabbat service followed by dinner at 7 p.m. and lecture at 8 p.m. The cost for 
dinner is $22. For reservations, email office@westendsyn.org. 

Monday, April 17 
• Morning services: 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 18
• Morning services (Yizkor will be recited): 9:30 a.m. 

Congregation sherith israel 
3600 West End Ave. 

Modern Orthodox

Monday, April 10: First Night Seder 
• Community Seder hosted by Cantor George Lieberman and Rabbi Saul Strosberg, 

7:30 p.m. The meal will be prepared by Sova Catering. Call the shul at (615) 292-
6614 to reserve a place. The cost for those who RSVP before April 3 is $36 for 
adults, $20 for children ages 5-12 and $120 for families, or $45 for adults and $30 
for children after April 3.  

Tuesday, April 11: Second Night Seder 
• Community Seder hosted by Cantor George Lieberman, 8 p.m. and Rabbi Aaron 

Finkelstein. The meal will be prepared by Sova Catering. Call the shul at (615) 
292-6614 to reserve a place. The cost for those who RSVP before April 3 is $36 for 
adults, $20 for children ages 5-12 and $120 for families, or $45 for adults and $30 
for children after April 3.  

 (No one will be turned away from either seder due to financial hardship. If help is 
needed, mention the word “kehillah” when making the reservation.)

Chabad of nashville
95 Bellevue Road

Monday, April 10: First Night Seder
• “A Family Friendly Seder,” 7 p.m. This interactive seder will be a warm, fun and 

thought-provoking event with an elegant royal dinner.  
 
Tuesday, April 11: Second Night Seder 
• “A Chassidic Seder for the Inquisitive Mind,” 8 p.m. This will be a Chassidic Seder 

with many insights to the Haggadah and various Chassidic tales and melodies, and 
a traditional Seder feast. This Seder will delve into the deeper meaning and dimen-
sions to the Passover Exodus

 Both seders will take place in the Bernard Ballroom at the Genesis Campus for 
Jewish Life, 95 Bellevue Road, and will be catered by one of Nashville’s premiere 
chefs. The cost of each is $55 per person, $30 per child ages 4-9. (No charge for 
children 3 and under.). RSVP at www.chabadnashville.com by April 1.  

 
 Chabad will also be offering free gift boxes of shmurah matzah. Those who want 

some of this traditional hand-made round matzah can call (615) 646-5750. 

Tuesday, April 18: Final Night Meal  
• The Moshiach Seudah (Messiah’s meal), 6:45 p.m. Instituted by the Baal Shem 

Tov 300 years ago, the Moshiach’s meal on the final evening of Passover includes 
eating matzah, the consumption of four glasses of wine, toasting to a future era of 
redemption, a traditional feast, inspirational stories and songs. The entire commu-
nity is invited. For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com.

Congregation MiCah
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.

Reform

Tuesday, April 4: The annual Women’s Seder
• “Welcoming the Stranger,” 7-9 p.m. Led by Rabbi Laurie Rice and featuring the 

music of cantorial soloist Lisa Silver and singer/songwriter Batsheva, this seder will 
include women from the Muslim Center of Nashville and Thistle Farms. Women 
of all faiths welcome. Dinner will be served as part of the Seder. RSVP required; 
please visit  the Micah Events web page at www.congregationmicah.org/events.

Friday, April 14
• An interactive Passover Shabbat experience for the whole family begins with the 

weekly WINE-down at 5:30 p.m. followed by Shabbat Service and seder in the 
Social Hall at 6 p.m. that includes a buffet dinner of chicken, soup, gefilte fish, 
salad, matzah, baked potato bar, soft drinks, and dessert. Bring your favorite bottle 
of wine. Please RSVP no later than Monday, April 10, at www.congregationmicah.
org/events. 

the teMple (Congregation ohabai sholoM) 
5015 Harding Road

Reform 

Thursday, April 6
• Temple Women’s Seder, 6 p.m. For more information, contact Rabbi Shana 

Mackler at (615)  352-7620.

Tuesday, April 11: Second of Passover 
• Second Night Seder, 6 p.m. Led by Rabbi Mark Schiftan and Cantor Fishbein, this 

will be a festive, family-friendly seder that this year will welcome guest from the 
Islamic Center of Nashville. The cost is $25 for Adults, $10 for children ages 3-11 
,and #36 for non-members. RSVP no later than April 6.

Wednesday, April 12
• The JACS  Passover Seder, 6 p.m.  Led by Rabbi Shana Mackler and Cantor Tracy 

Fishbein, this Seder for Jewish alcoholics, chemically dependent and significant 
others (JACS) is a celebration of the freedom from addiction and the journey to 
recovery. The cost is $15. Your check is your reservation and must be received by 
April 7. Drop off or mail to The Temple. For additional information contact The 
Temple at (615) 352-7620 or Robb McCluskey at (615) 568-1786 or robbmcclus-
key@gmail.com. 

Saturday, April 15
• GLBT/PFLAG Passover Seder, 6 p.m., led by Rabbis Shana Mackler and Michael 

Shulman and Cantor Tracy Fishbein. Your check is your reservation and must be 
received by April 7. Drop off or mail to The Temple. For additional information call 
The Temple at (615) 352-7620 or contact Robb McCluskey  at (615) 568-1786 or 
robbmccluskey@gmail.com.  

Young adult Passover experiences
 The Temple offers several innovative, fun and meaningful Passover experiences 

with Next Dor, its group for young adults ages 22-40. 

Tuesday, April 11
• Second Night Seder, 6 p.m. with Conexion Americas at Casa Azafran, 2195 

Nolensville Pike. Led by Rabbi Michael Shulman and representatives from immi-
grant communities of Nashville, this seder will celebrate the Indivisibility of free-
dom and the responsibility of justice. led by Rabbi Michael Shulman & representa-
tives from the immigrant communities of Nashville.

Thursday, April 13
• A Chocolate Seder at Tempered Chocolate, 7 p.m. 

Monday, April 17
 • Maimouna dinner to celebrate end of Passover, 6 p.m. 

 The cost is $5 per person per event to reserve a spot.  For additional information or 
to RSVP, contact Rabbi Michael Shulman, director of education and next genera-
tion programs at (615) 352-7620 or rabbishulman@templenashville.org.

JeWish faMily serviCe

Thursday, April 6
• Annual Senior Seder: Led by Rabbi Saul Strosberg, this seder in memory of Hannah 

Kayser Palmer is open to seniors of all ages in the Jewish community. The cost is 
$10 a person. For reservations, contact Anna Sir at (615) 354-1686 or helping-
hands@jfsnashville.org. 



24    April 2017 The Observer

By GABE FRIEDMAN

NEW YORK (JTA) — Saul Kaye 
never wanted to be a “Jewish blues” 
player.

In his opinion, the Jewish music 
he had heard growing up in Northern 
California’s Bay Area ranged from “really 
bad to horrible.”

In 2009, he was touring as a rock 
musician, playing hundreds of shows a 
year with various bands at bars and clubs. 
And though he had never been very reli-
gious, he experienced a bad breakup and 
felt the need to do something spiritually 
“radical.”

So Kaye decided to take a Talmud 
course at the Mayanot Institute of Jewish 
Studies in Israel. One morning, a fellow 
student approached him and left him 
with an intriguing prophecy.

“He says, ‘Saul, there’s a reason 
you’re at a yeshiva and you know who 
Muddy Waters is — you have to figure 

it out,’” Kaye said. “I let that marinate 
for a while and I thought: Why is there 
no Jewish blues music? It doesn’t make 
sense. Our people have suffered forever, 
and blues is about suffering, blues comes 
out of the slavery experience. How come 
no one has put this together yet?”

Eight years later, Kaye is now seen 
by many as the “king” of Jewish blues, 
having released four albums in the genre 
that range from twangy fingerpicking to 
more up tempo electric rock in the vein 
of B.B. King. He plays over 100 shows a 
year at synagogues, Jewish conferences 
and festivals across the country — that’s 
down from the more than 200 shows he 
was playing a few years ago, but that’s 
because Kaye is now a father of two.

Kaye is part of a growing trend 
of Jewish musicians who combine 
Jewish spiritual or religious lyrics with 
Americana music — an umbrella term 
that encompasses genres such as blues, 
bluegrass, folk and country, as well as 

a distinctly home-
grown, old-fashioned 
American sensibility.

Since Jews were 
viewed as immigrants 
in the United States 
for much of the 20th 
century — and are 
still widely seen as 
an ethnic “other” 
in American soci-
ety — Jewish music 
and Americana, at 
first glance, seem an 
unlikely mixture.

But in addition 

Jewish Americana music is getting 
its moment in the spotlight 

to Kaye, artists such 
as Nefesh Mountain, 
a husband-and-wife 
bluegrass duo from 
New Jersey, and Joe 
Buchanan, a convert to 
Judaism from Houston 
who plays James 
Taylor-esque country, 
are gaining in popu-
larity on the national 
Jewish music circuit. 
Joey Weisenberg, a 
Brooklyn-based prayer 
leader and music 
teacher, has garnered 
praise for his modern 
bluesy, indie rock-in-
spired takes on “nig-
gunim,” or traditional 
Jewish melodies.

These musicians are building upon 
the foundation laid by other artists 
such as Andy Statman (an Orthodox 
Grammy-winning multi-instrumentalist 
who plays bluegrass with his eponymous 
trio), Jeremiah Lockwood (leader of the 
band The Sway Machinery who is also 
known for his virtuosic blues guitar play-
ing) and Klezmatics co-founder Margot 
Leverett (whose group, Margot Leverett 
and the Klezmer Mountain Boys, com-
bines klezmer and bluegrass.)

Of course, American Jews have 
long incorporated spiritual music with 
the popular: In the 1960s and ’70s, for 
example, Jewish music icons Shlomo 
Carlebach and Debbie Friedman turned 
prayers and Jewish melodies into folk 
songs that are still sung today. 

But the signs are indicating that 
Americana could be having its biggest 
moment in the Jewish community right 
now. The trend follows a train of greater 
experimentation throughout the Jewish 
music world.

“For a long time, it felt like the only 
artists that we were representing or were 
out there in congregations were a guy 
or girl with an acoustic guitar, singing 
acoustic music, singing Debbie Friedman 
kind of music,” said Mark Pelavin, the 
chief programming officer for the Union 
for Reform Judaism, which invites groups 
at the top of the Jewish music scene to 
play for the 5,000 attendees at its annual 
biennial.

“I think now there’s an interest in a 
greater diversity of musical styles across 
the board,” he said. “Some of it’s funkier 
—  more drums, bass and loops — and 
some of it’s twangier. There’s a lot of 
experimentation going on right now.”

Over the past decade, Americana 
has seen a comeback in the broader pop 
music world. The British band Mumford 
& Sons, which plays a combination of 
bluegrass, folk and indie rock, has sold 
millions of albums worldwide since 2009. 
In 2010, the Grammys instituted a Best 
Americana Album award. And last May, 
Billboard began devoting an album chart 
to Americana and folk records.

“Jews have always taken popular 
music and brought it into shul because 
that brings people into shul,” said Kaye, 
who has also begun leading Shabbat 

services on his tours. “There’s been 
a resurgence in coming back to more 
organic music because it just resonates 
— wood and strings in a room is a phys-
ical feeling that you aren’t going to get 
from techno, dubstep, house, trance or 
whatever other million genres.”

In the end, American Jewish music 
and Americana music might actually be 
two sides of the same coin. While Jewish 
musicians brought their European influ-
ences with them when they immigrated 
to the U.S., they’ve been forging their 
own American musical style for near-
ly half a century, according to Mark 
Kligman, an ethnomusicologist at UCLA.

“In the ’50s and ’60s, most of 
American Judaism was leaning towards 
trying to find its Americanness,” he said. 
“[Jews] took European elements — can-
torial klezmer and other things — and 
started adapting those. By the time you 
have an American-born generation in 
the 1970s, around [the time of] Debbie 
Friedman … they wanted to have an 
American-born tradition.”

Still, for many, the juxtaposition 
is a bit unusual. According to Nefesh 
Mountain’s Eric Lindberg and Doni 
Zasloff, even after two years of using the 
term “Jewish bluegrass,” some people still 
laugh at it at first.

“But what we’re doing is not goofy 
at all, it’s very soulful and very honest,” 
Zasloff said.

The group has found serious success, 
touring the country constantly. Nefesh 
Mountain is in the midst of recording its 
second album with some of the world’s 
most respected bluegrass artists, such 
as mandolin player Sam Bush, guitarist 
David Grier and banjo player Tony 
Trishka.

Joe Buchanan, a 40-year-old former 
human resources manager who grew up 
Christian in Houston, often recounts to 
his concert audiences how converting to 
Judaism resolved his self-esteem issues. 
Like Kaye, who produced Buchanan’s 
debut album a couple of years ago, he 
thinks that the country music he was 
raised on, along with other Americana 
genres, go well with Jewish culture.

“Americana is strong in storytelling, 
which is something that we’ve always 
been really good at as a people,” he said. 
“It’s a huge part of it; we’re always telling 
stories from the Torah.” •

Many of Joe Buchanan’s songs are inspired by his conversion 
to Judaism. (Photo by Zach Dalin/Jewish Rock Radio)

Doni Zasloff and Eric Lindberg combine Jewish lyrical themes 
with a pure bluegrass sound as the group Nefesh Mountain. 
(Photo courtesy of BAM photograph) 
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Crossword solution

Happy 
Passover

(JTA) — Richard Gere is sexy, 
suave, tough, right? 

So what is the 67-year-old onetime 
People magazine Sexiest Man of the Year 
doing playing the title role in “Norman: 
The Moderate Rise and Tragic Fall of a 
New York Fixer”? His character, Norman 
Oppenheimer, is neither sexy nor suave 
nor tough. He’s a loser, a sad sack, a 
Sammy Glick wannabe who would “get 
it for you wholesale” for a favor in return.

As it turns out, Gere asked the same 
question before accepting the role, he 
said in an interview.

Gere explained that he was a fan of 
the film’s Israeli director, Joseph Cedar. 
But before signing on, “I said I want to 
ask you a question first: ‘Why me? There 
are a lot of wonderful Jewish actors 
in New York,’” he said. “He told me, 
‘That’s true, but I want people to see 
this character through fresh eyes. I want 
them to see it through your eyes.’

“It was a brilliant script, so I said 
OK,” Gere said. “I didn’t know what I 
was going to do with it. I worked on it 
close to a year.”

Just how did he “work on it?”
“I had to find my inner schlub to play 

Norman,” Gere said with a laugh.
Said Cedar, “There was something 

about what Richard brings to this char-
acter that didn’t exist before [in the 
screenplay]. He came with the ability to 
be naive and scheming, charming and 
repelling. Movie stars don’t usually go 
this low.”

By “low,” Cedar means plunging 
into the depths of a character who is so 
complex — a plotter and schemer who at 
the same time is somehow good at heart. 
He isn’t so much evil as he is delusion-

al — convinced that he’s just one deal 
away from success.

“When we started screening the 
movie, we realized everyone had a 
Norman story,” Gere said. “An uncle, 
a friend of a friend, a parent’s friend, 
someone in the office — everyone has 
a Norman. A mysterious guy. You don’t 
really know where he comes from. You 
don’t really know his history.”

I n the film, when we first meet 
Norman, he appears prosperous, dressed 
nattily in an expensive-looking suit and 
camel-hair overcoat. He’s walking down 
Manhattan streets, a cellphone plastered 
to his ear, ostensibly making deals. But 
we soon see appearances are deceiving 
— Norman is a hustler about whom we 
learn little.

He refers at times to a deceased 
wife and a child, but we’re not sure they 
exist. He doesn’t seem to have a home or 
office. All he seems to have is a patho-
logical, almost shark-like need to keep 
moving forward, on to the next deal, the 
next promise, the next lie.

“As you see in the movie, he’s a 
steamroller,” Gere said. “Nothing will 
stop him.”

Shortly after the film begins, Norman 
follows Micha Eshel (Israeli actor Lior 
Ashkenzai) from a conference. Eshel is 
Israel’s deputy minister of trade but is at 
a low point of his career. Claiming mutu-
al friends and acquaintances he doesn’t 
really have, and perhaps sensing Eshel’s 
vulnerability, Norman imposes himself 
on Eshel in front of an upscale haber-
dashery, convincing the Israeli to accept 
a gift of a very expensive pair of shoes 
he’d admired.

Three years later, Eshel is elected 

Israel’s prime minister, and when they 
meet at a reception in New York City, 
he greets Norman warmly. Eshel’s staff 
is wary, but he seems to only remember 
the sympathetic and generous man he 
had met earlier.

That connection changes Norman’s 
life; suddenly he is welcomed in circles 
where he had been shunned. As he says 
in the film, “For once I bet on the right 
horse.” 

Emboldened by his sudden popu-
larity, Norman makes promises he can’t 
keep. To his rabbi — that noted Yiddish 
actor Steve Buscemi — he pledges to 

raise the millions needed to refurbish 
and save his synagogue. To his nephew, 
Philip Cohen (Michael Sheen), he offers 
to arrange a synagogue wedding for his 
interfaith marriage. 

But for Norman, every silver lining 
has a cloud. He brags about his “shoeish” 
gift to an Israeli he meets, unaware that 
she is an operative of the Israeli Justice 
Department. This leads to a chain of 
events that threaten Eshel’s political 
career, as well as Norman’s dreams.

 “Every once in a while I feel like 
a Norman,” Cedar said. “That was the 
motivation behind the whole project.” •

Richard Gere channels his “inner schlub” 
in new movie by Israeli director  

Richard Gere stars as Norman Oppenheimer in “Norman.” (Photo by Niko Tavernise/Sony Pictures 

Classics)

Learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org

The Observer is online at www.jewishobservernashville.org
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Lawson Michael Berman will be 
called to the Torah as a 
bar mitzvah on Saturday 
April 1 at The Temple. 
Born on March 30, 
2004 in Nashville, he 
is the son of April and 
Michael Berman and 
the grandson of Leah 
and Larry Berman of 
Nashville and Creedia 
and Michael York of Cleveland, TN.

Lawson is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville and his 
special interest include lacrosse, playing 
video games, spending time with friends 
and family, the cello and traveling. 

For his mitzvah project, Lawson is 
donating money and supplies to the victims 
of the Great Smoky Mountain wildfires.

Kyle Joseph Wolfson will be called 
to the Torah as a bar 
mitzvah on Saturday, 
April 8 at The Temple. 
Born on April 7, 2004 
in Nashville, he is the 
son of Lou Anne and 
Richard Wolfson and 
the grandson of Helen 
and Louis Corey of 
Chicago and Paula and 
Neil Wolfson of Palm Beach Gardens.

Kyle is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville and his 

special interest include skiing, golf, going 
to the beach and being with friends.

For his mitzvah project, Kyle is 
donating time and funds to the Nashville 
Humane Society.

Jack Moschel will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitzvah 
during services at 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, April 
8, at Congregation 
Micah.  Jack is the son 
of Michael and Lisa 
Moschel and the broth-
er of Abby.  He is the 
grandson of Lynn and 
Richard Moschel of Cincinnati and the 
late Gail and Richard Jennissen. 

Jack is a 7th grader at Harding 
Academy. He enjoys sports and plays 
goalie for the Nashville Flyers travel 
hockey team as well as basketball and 
baseball for Harding Academy. He also 
enjoys drawing and video games.

For his mitzvah project, Jack is rais-
ing money for the Crohn’s and Colitis 
Foundation of America to help support 
in finding a cure for this disease that hits 
close to home. 

Adam Miller will be called to 
the Torah during ser-
vices at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 
22, at Congregation 
Micah.  Adam is 
the son of Eric and 
Rachel Miller. He is 
the grandson of Barry 
and Mary Sue Owen 
of Nashville, Alan and Carol Miller 
of Reseda, CA, and Alfred and Anne 
Cohen of Chatsworth, CA.

Adam is a 7th grader at Sunset 
Middle School. He has been playing the 
drums for eight years and recently taught 
himself to play the piano. Adam loves 
hanging out with his friends, sketching 
people, and creating new music with F 
L Studio.  

Adam’s music teacher, Chad 
Chapin, started an organization called 
the Virtual School of the Arts that 
brings music lessons to inner city kids 
in Nashville via Skype. For his mitzvah 
project, Adam is raising money for the 
Virtual School of the Arts. 

Andrew Carlin Krichbaum will 
be called to the Torah as a bar mitz-
vah during services at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 29, at Congregation 
Micah. Andrew is the son of Peri and Eric 
Krichbaum and brother to Ryan. He the 
grandson of Marcia Carlin Fishman of 

Wellington, FL, Sharon 
and Robert Krichbaum 
of Clarksburg, WV, and 
the late Robert Carlin 
and Albert Fishman. 

Andrew is in 
the seventh grade at 
Heritage Middle School 
and is an avid hockey 
enthusiast. He plays 
goalie for the Nashville Flyers.  When he 
is not on the ice, Andrew is practicing his 
skills in the driveway, basement, garage, 
or on his NHL game.   

Andrew has followed in his brother’s 
footsteps and has been working with fos-
ter dogs for his mitzvah project. 

Sympathy 
… to the family and friends of 

Arlene Betty Gilbert Lyons, who died 
on Feb. 6, She is survived by her beloved 
husband of 63 years, Kenneth Lyons; 
daughter, Sharon Lyons, son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Gilbert and Tobi Lyons; 
grandchildren, Gavin Lyons and Allyn 
Guy, and great grandchildren, Joshua 
and Jason. She was preceded in death 
by her beloved baby sister, Barbara 
Feldman and her husband Jerry.

Mema, as she was known, was all 
about family. She met her husband on a 
date between a two family setup in New 
York. Their first date was at the Roller 
Derby. She kept her immediate family 
together and made sure to stay in touch 
with her extended family of cousins and 
nieces from New York to Florida to 
California with telephone calls if not by 
family events. Every New Year, at the 
least, extended family and friends could 
count on a call from her. 

Arlene was born March 23, 
1929 in Nashville. She went to West 
High School and graduated from the 
University of Alabama. Her children 
went to The University of Tennessee, 
so every year was an in-house football 
battle. An avid cook and baker, she 
made sure nobody left her house hungry. 
She was known for Mema’s meat sauce, 
buttermilk cake, apricot squares, cookies 
and more. Arlene was a Metro teacher for 
35 years, starting at H.G. Hill Elementary 
but teaching most of her career at West 
Meade Elementary. She was so well orga-
nized that she often taught 3rd and 4th 
grade splits in the same classroom, which 
was known as “The Lyons Den.” Her spe-
cialty was teaching math, and one of her 
proudest moments was being recognized 
by Michael Schmerling as the inspiration 
to his career in accounting. 

Funeral services were on Feb. 9 at 
West End Synagogue Cemetery.

… to the family and friends of Lisa 
Hyman Morrow, who died on Feb. 20 
after a second bout of cancer. Born in 
St. Louis, Lisa is survived by her loving 
and dedicated husband, Paul Ross; her 
mother, Frances Hyman of St. Louis; her 
siblings, Valerie Hyman, Keith Hyman, 
Karen Hyman, and her two cherished 
children, Jeremy and Stephanie.

Lisa lived a life embodying warmth, 
compassion, humor, elegance and grace. 
When she entered a room, her presence 
was felt by all, whether by her signature 
hair, her incredibly radiant smile, her 
infectious laugh or the simple warmth 
of her eyes. Lisa lived a life that exuded 
pure goodness in all things. In her profes-
sional world, Lisa had the ability to assess 
a project, determine what was needed 
to achieve the desired outcome and the 
determination to accomplish virtually 
perfect results. She offered her talents to 

fundraising for non-profits, merchandis-
ing and marketing for the retail industry 
and real estate staging and marketing. 

Lisa’s life was celebrated by her fam-
ily, many friends and loved ones from 
across the country at a shiva on Feb. 
23. Memorials may be made in Lisa’s 
name to Gilda’s Club of Nashville or 
Congregation Micah. 

… to the family and friends of 
Burton H. “Burt” Hummell, 84, who 
died peacefully on Feb. 21 at his home 
surrounded by his family. Burt was born 
Aug. 17, 1932 in Chicago. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Arnold 
“Al” and Martha Hummell; his first wife, 
Joan Hummell, and his oldest son, Ross 
Bennett Hummell (Anne).

He is survived by his wife, Linda Berry 
Hummell; two children, Arthur Robert 
Hummell (Madalyn) of Nashville and 
Reed Evan Hummell (Taylor) of Kingston 
Springs, TN; and three stepchildren, 
Dr. William Wells Berry III, Matthew 
Douglass Berry, and Dr. Katherine Adams 
Berry. He also is survived by a sister, Rev. 
Harriett Guttman (Robert) of La Quinta, 
CA, and nine grandchildren, Reace, 
Reilly, and Ethan Hummell, Eleanor, 
William, and Caroline Berry, and Beau 
and Bear Berry. In addition, he had a life-
long love for his brother-in-law, Dr. Allen 
C. Lapin (Lyndee) of Port Arthur, WA, 
his first cousin, Nancy Schwerdlin of Elk 
Grove Village, IL., and his niece, Dr. Kris 
Read of Claremont, CA.

Burt attended Bradley University in 
Peoria and graduated from the University 
of Miami before marrying the former Joan 
Claire Lapin in 1953. In a career that 
started humbly as a junior buyer at Holleb 
& Company in Chicago, Burt quick-
ly gained notoriety for his work ethic, 
product knowledge, and innovative spirit. 
He rose from a branch manager in San 
Francisco at S.E. Rykoff & Company to 
Vice President of West Coast Operations. 
Later, he was recruited to be president 
of Century City-based International 
Foodservices Corporation. When Burt 
relocated to Nashville in 1980, he became 
president of Robert Orr-SYSCO. 

Burt work tirelessly to improve 
the Nashville community through his 
involvement in numerous organizations. 
He was elected Bailli of the Chaîne 
des Rôtisseurs, and served as a commis-
sioner on the Metropolitan Convention 
Center and on various boards, including 
the Nashville Conference of Community 
and Justice, Nashville Institute for the 
Arts, Nashville Symphony, Nashville 
Ballet, Vanderbilt School of Nursing’s 
Julia Hereford Society, Arthritis 
Foundation’s Tennessee Chapter, Baptist 
Hospital, Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center, Rotary Club of Nashville, Sister 
Cities of Nashville, Leukemia Society, 
and Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. For 
his many contributions, Burt was hon-
ored as “1995 Man of the Year” by 
the Arthritis Foundation , Nashville 
Chapter, as “1996 Honorary Chef of 
the Year” by the American Culinary 
Federation, Middle Tennessee Chapter, 
and as “1997 Nashvillian of the Year” by 
Easter Seal Society, Nashville Chapter. 

Burt will be remembered most for 
his outgoing personality, his love for 
family and friends, his irreverent sense of 
humor, and his unwavering dedication to 
the community.

The funeral was on Feb. 24 at 
Congregation Micah. Memorials may be 
sent to Congregation Micah, Juvenile 
Diabetes Foundation, the Arthritis 
Foundation’s Nashville Chapter, 
Nashville Children’s Theatre, or Easter 
Seals Tennessee. 

Lawson Michael 
Berman

Kyle Joseph 
Wolfson

Jack Moschel 

Adam Miller 

Andrew Carlin 
Krichbaum
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Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Quality and Craftsmanship
Since 1928

Our philosophy for 3 generations
has been to make each memorial

the best way we know how.
We find that it still takes

the hands of a skilled craftsman
to produce a monument
that will be everlasting.

Nashville's Only Certified
Memorialist and Member of

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
COMMEMORATIVE ART

262-1313
Hunt Memorials, Inc.

4807 Gallatin Rd.
Nashville, TN 37216

262-1313
www.huntmemorials.com

“A Fiddler Puzzle”
By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Medium • Solution on page 25

69. Actress Gilpin or former Shin Bet 
head Yaakov

71. Head cover
72. Comaneci who won Olympic Gold 

long before Aly Reisman
73. “Are you out ___?”
74. Noah and Indiana had them
75. Paskesz item
76. Test for those planning to go to 

Cardozo

Down
1. Citrus drink
2. Anti-Semitic attacks in 21-Across
3. Tevye’s eldest
4. Gainsbourg or Ibaka
5. (False) god queen
6. Goring animals, in the Bible
7. Midler and Carey
8. Extract (like chemist Fritz Haber)
9. One with a skin disease dating back 

to Biblical times
10. What the tired look forward to 

hitting on Shabbat
11. Word repeatedly sung by Motel
12. Work by Keats or Lazarus
13. Deg. received by Fran Leibowitz and 

Paris Hilton
22. Chill on the couch
23. Black ___ (simcha)
24. CNN journalist Octavia fired for 

supporting Hezbolah
27. Some camp counselors at night 

(abbrv.)
28. Gimmel preceder
31. Son of Noach
32. Well-___ (one with kesef)
34. Posess
37. Fleur de ___ (flower in Le Marais)
38. Jazzy James who worked with Jerry 

Wexler
39. Manner (of a mentsch)
41. Minyan men

Across
1.  Many homes near YU
5. She follows 45-Down to 48-Down
10. LA sight that can make it hard to 

see the stars?
14. Take a (Shabbat) nap
15. Place for Napoleon or Moses
16. One helping Chuck Schumer
17. Rabbi Akiva from the 18th century
18. Get an engine (or a simcha) going
19. Street ___ (Mickey Cohen had it)
20. Fix (like Rothstein supposedly did 

with the World Series)
21. Setting for this puzzle
23. On a scale of one  ___
25. Like the Negev
26. Ear piece?
29. “___ Mine” (Beatles song produced 

by Spector)
30. Make like Portman
33. Mrs. Tevye
35. Alien subj.?
36. Aleichem who wrote “Tevye the 

Milkman”
40. Michael Crichton’s “___world”
41. The theme of this puzzle’s theme
43. Deal (with running a stressful Seder)
46. Actor who first played Tevye
47. Kind of announcement; Abbr.
50. Matzah is made in them
52. “___ G-d said to Moses....”
53. Financial assistance for many 

Yeshiva tuition paying families
54. Yom Kippur, e.g.
55. Tref sushi options
59. Souvenirs from “Phantom” or “Fiddler”
61. There was no “on the other hand” 

for her
65. “...when I ___ thine lips...” 

(“Merchant of Venice”)
66. Woe for those at the Carmel Forest 

Spa
68. Hirsch or Zola

42. Auto pioneer that was not an anti-
Semite

43. Holy barn yard animal?
44. Eggs
45. See 5-Across and 48-Down
47. Reb Nachum the begger and others
48. Where 5-Across and 45-Down take 

a train to
49. They can help a business
51. Red ___
56. Bar Mitzvah party, e.g.
57. Odom who played with Jordan 

Farmar
58. Reach home head-first, like Ian 

Kinsler
60. Tevye on film
62. Not his
63. Kazan who directed “On the 

Waterfront”
64. Micky Arison’s Florida team
66. One hit wonder band
67. Paul Newman voiced one in 2006
70. Bad pass from Rodgers or Fiedler; 

Abbr.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR

PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment

615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Masters

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.447.8000
M: 615.305.8465
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around the town
Oratorio featuring 
Cantor Fishbein will 
be part of musical 
program of LGBT-
inspired works 

Cantor Tracy Fishbein of The Temple 
will be the soprano soloist for the U.S. 
premier this month of “Codebreaker,” an 
oratorio by composer James McCarthy 
about the life and work of mathematician 
and cryptologist Alan Turing.  

 “Codebreaker” will be present-
ed twice as part of Mapping Stars, a 
two-day program of works created and 
inspired by the LGBT community. It is 
presented by Intersection, a nonprofit 
ensemble of professional Nashville musi-
cians, and Nashville in Harmony, a 120-
voice mixed chorus of LGBT people and 
their allies. The event also features the 
Charlotte-based One Voice Chorus.

Both performances of Mapping Stars 
will take place in the auditorium at Nashville 
State Community College. One is at 7:30 
p.m. on Saturday, April 22 and the other 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday April 23. Tickets are 
$25 and can be purchased online at https://
nashvilleinharmony.org/tickets.

Turing, consider by many to be the 
father of modern computer science, played 
a key role deciphering the Enigma Code 
and defeating the Nazis in World War II. 
He was also gay, and was later convicted 
of “gross indecency” under British laws 
that made homosexuality illegal. He com-
mitted suicide at the age of 41. 

In addition to McCarthy’s orato-
rio, Mapping Stars will include a per-
formance by electric violinist Tracy 
Silverman of “Seeing is Believing,” a 
piece by gay New York composer Nico 
Muhly that Silverman recently per-
formed at Carnegie Hall. 

Also on the program for each perfor-
mance are Greg Gilpin’s “Why We Sing,” 
Scott Evan Davis’ “If the World Only 
Knew” and Bernice Johnson Reagon’s 
“Ella’s Song” among others.

Art on the West Side 
will feature work  of 
Wernick, Dohrer, 
Moberg and 40 others

Local and regional artists will dis-
play and sell their works this month 
at the fourth Art on the West Side, a 
juried art show at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. 

More than 40 artists – painters, 
sculptors, jewelry makers, clay and fiber 
artists, wood turners and glass artists 
– will be on hand to speak with guests 
about their work. Art on the West Side 
will take place on Saturday evening, 
April 22, and Sunday, April 23, at the 
GJCC at 801 Percy Warner Blvd. A 
percentage of all sales benefits art pro-
gramming at the GJCC.

This year’s featured artists include 
Rhonda Polen Wernick, Debe Dohrer 
and Cathy Moberg.

The two-day event begins on 
Saturday with an opening preview sale 
from 6-9 p.m. that will feature cocktails 
and tastings from local restaurants. The 
suggested price is $15. Sunday will be 
a free show open to the public from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

Nashville teens 
invited to take part 
in day of Jewish 
youth service on 
April 30  

As many as 60 Nashville teenag-
ers are expected to take part in 13th 
annual day of service for Jewish youth 
on April 30. 

Those who participate will be join-
ing about 13,000 other Jewish youth in 
20 communities around the world in 
J-Serve, an international day of service 
for Jewish youth. 

The Nashville J-Serve project is 
hosted by BBYO, the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center, and the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. This year there are two 
options: Teens can help host a carni-
val for kids with special needs at the 
GJCC or to take part in a project for 
the senior residents at the Blakeford at 
Green Hills. 

All Jewish 6th-12th graders are 
invited to take part in one of the proj-
ects. Lunch, a t-shirt, and transportation 
from religious school  at The Temple, 
West End Synagogue and Congregation 
Micah are all provided at no cost. 

“I am participating in J-Serve 
because I love helping people,” said 
Alexa Honigsblum, 14, a Hillwood 
High School student who serves 
on the local J-serve teen commit-
tee. “When J-Serve first started, I 
wasn’t old enough to participate and I 

couldn’t wait to be able to do what my 
brother was doing, I think Jserve was 
started to help others feel the joy and 
importance of helping others.” 

JServe is the Jewish service com-
ponent of Youth Service America’s 
annual Global Youth Service Day and 
is a collaboration of BBYO and Repair 
the World, in partnership with Good 
Deeds Day. 

Those interested in participating 
in a JServe project can find addition-
al information on the JServe website 
at  www.jserve.org or by contacting 
Sheri Rosenberg-Area J-Serve Project 
Coordinator at sherirosenberg@bbyo.
org or by phone at 354-1659. Parents 
who have a child ages 2-10 with special 
needs are encouraged to come by to the 
carnival from 1:30-3 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 30 at the GJCC, where there will 
be food, games, prizes, a photo booth 
and more. •
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together.

PASSOVER BRINGS THE FAMILY

FIND THE THINGS YOU NEED FOR YOUR PASSOVER SEDER TABLE AT KROGER

MAY YOU ENJOY THE TRADITIONS 
AND TOGETHERNESS OF THIS HOLIDAY.

Friday April Edition Jewish Observer 1709

Large
Gala or Fuji Apples

Kosher Boneless 
London Broil
Beef Round

Kedem 
Grape Juice
Select Varieties, 64 fl  ozWITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

Romaine, Red or 
Green Leaf Lettuce

Season All Natural
Light Tuna
3 oz Pouch

Kosher Whole 
Cut Up Chicken
Fresh

Manischewitz
Egg Matzos
12 oz

Gefen 
Honey Bear
12 oz

Savion
Mini Fruit Slices
12 oz

Yehuda
Memorial Candle
3 oz

Yehuda
Passover Matzos
80 oz

Lieber’s
Potato Chips
Select Varieties, 5 oz

Gefen
Tomato 
Ketchup
28 oz

Manischewitz
Macaroons
Select Varieties, 10 oz

Osem 
Consomme
Select Varieties, 14.1 oz

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

WITH CARD
99¢

2.29

3.29lb

3.49

5.49

4.99

99¢

8.99

1.79

4.29

5.29

4.99

1.49lb 13.99lb

5.99

 Copyright ©2017 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors. 
Items and prices good at 4560 Harding Pike and 2131 Abbott Martin Road, Nashville, TN Kroger Stores today through Sunday, April 30, 2017.

¢
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We‘re

THIS PASSOVER LET’S OPEN 

OUR DOORS AND OUR HEARTS 

TO COMMUNITY. 

To hang this from your 

door just cut along the 

dotted line.  

OPENOPEN


