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Synagogues play unusually important role 
in Jewish life here, study finds 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

I
n terms of their denomination-
al identification, synagogue mem-
bership and observance, Jews in 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
are no more “religious” than the 
national average – and perhaps less, 

according to a new demographic study. 
But one thing is clear: Synagogues 

play an unusually important role in the 
communal life of Nashville area Jews. 

The study found that about 42 per-
cent of the 4,700 Jewish households 
in Greater Nashville belong to a syna-
gogue – roughly the same as U.S. Jews 
as a whole. Yet 82 percent of Jewish 
Nashville’s households reported that at 
least one family member attended one 
or more programs organized by a local 
synagogue in the previous year. 

“That’s an astounding percentage. 
In most Jewish communities you don’t 
have 82 percent of Jews saying they’ve 

attended a [Jewish] program or event 
anywhere,” said Brandeis University 
sociologist Matt Boxer, who led the 
team that conducted the study last 
year summer. “In most communities, 
the synagogues are the center of reli-
gious life and perhaps Jewish education. 
In this community the synagogues do 
everything.”

Just as remarkable, said Boxer, is that 
more than half of the households report-
ing attendance at one or more programs 
at each of the five synagogues were either 
members of another synagogue or not 
members of any synagogue. These results 
indicate an unusual degree of communal 
collaboration, said Boxer, who was in 
Nashville to discuss the results during a 
series of eight meetings over two days in 
late February. 

nitywide cooperation. That’s typical of 
large Jewish communities. But here, you 
are working together. You are a unified 
community.”

The 2015 Nashville and Middle 
Continued on page 3

 “You are truly a community,” he 
said. “I can’t say that about most other 
Jewish communities. By that I mean, in 
many other places there is not nearly so 
much cooperation – or rather there are 
pockets of cooperation but not commu-

Community 
Relations Seder will 
celebrate Nostra 
Aetate and Jewish-
Catholic reconcili-
ation. Story, along 
with listing of 
Passover events, on 
pages 10 and 11. 

Religious A�  liation 
of Nashville Area Jewish Households 

    Nashville    United States*       
 Reform   45%  35%
 Conservative   24%  18%
 Orthodox     6%  10%
 Secular/cultural   14%
 “Just Jewish”   10%
 Other     1%    6%
 None     30%

*From the 2013 Pew Research Center Survey of U.S. Jews.

Happy 
Passover

For Yom Hashoah commemoration, 
Israeli educator will focus on 
recapturing “a day in the ghetto” 

 Twenty-four teens attended the recent annual 
gathering of the Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee’s B’nai Tzedek Program, which 
fosters philanthropy among Jewish youth. Following 
a dinner, the teens took part in sensitivity aware-
ness program that simulated what it was like to 
have a special need. In this photo Lauren Rosen tries 
to sort a pile of coins while blindfolded as Joseph 
Weil (left) and Carly Harris watch. The activity was 
designed to give the teens a taste of what it’s like to 
be vision-impaired. The program passed a milestone 
this year, with more than 350 B’nai Tzedek funds 
established since 2001. See story on page 5.

Young Jewish 
Philanthropists

Blogging the mission to Israel
As this issue of The Observer arrives in your mailbox, more than 80 
people are halfway through the Nashville commUNITY mission to Israel. 
A full report on the trip will appear in the May issue, but you can read 
accounts and see photos posted by particpants on a special blog at 
http://www.jewishnashville.org/community-mission-blog. Sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, the mis-
sion is led by clergy from all five local congregations. 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he usual methods for 
conveying the nature 
of the Holocaust to 
those who didn’t 
experience it are to 
cite the staggering 

numbers of those murdered or show 
the terrible photographs from liber-
ated death camps. 

Holocaust educator Rachel 
Korazim takes a different approach. 
Her goal is to get beyond the cold 
numbers and shocking photos, which 
can only convey so much about 
what happened and, by themselves, 
risk dehumanizing the victims. For 
Korazim, it’s important that people 
not only know that six million Jews died in the Holocaust 
but also understand how individual Jews experienced it 
and “struggled to live another day.”

To do that she conducts case studies using artifacts 
like letters, diary entries and family photographs to 

recapture what it was like to go 
through specific events during the 
Holocaust – the confiscation of a 
home, for example, or deportation 
to a ghetto or work camp.

Korazim, a freelance con-
sultant specializing in Israel and 
Holocaust studies, will be the fea-
tured speaker on Sunday, May 1 at 
the Nashville’s annual community-
wide Yom Hashoah commemora-
tion during which she will present 
a case study called “If We Had 
Been There: A Day in the Ghetto.” 

The event, sponsored by the 
Community Relations Committee 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
begins at 10 a.m. at the Gordon 

Jewish Community Center. It is free and open to the pub-
lic, although those planning to attend are asked to RSVP 
to Abbie Wolf, the Federation’s director of community 
relations, at (615) 354-1647 or abbie@jewishnashville.org. 

Continued on page 6

Rachel Korazim will be the featured 
speaker on May 1 at the communitywide 
Yom Hashoah commemoration sponsored 
by Community Relations Committee of 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. (Photo courtesy of the Shalom 

Hartman Institute)
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Have a joyous Passover. And share what it means to you.

#PassoverPublix
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Continued from page 1
Tennessee Population Study was con-
ducted by telephone and email over 
a three-month period last year by the 
Steinhardt Social Research Center, 
which is affiliated with Brandeis’s Cohen 
Center for Modern Jewish Studies. It was 
commissioned by the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

The findings are based on responses 
by a representative sample of 725 Jewish 
households to a detailed questionnaire 
as well as responses from a supplemen-
tal sample of 290 households. With an 
overall sample representing more than 20 
percent of all Jewish households, Boxer 
said the Brandeis team is quite confident 
in the results.  

The religiosity of a community is 
difficult to quantify because it is reflect-
ed in a number of characteristics that 
don’t always align neatly – belief, ritual 
practice, denominational affiliation and 
synagogue membership. 

There is not statistically significant 
difference between synagogue member-
ship in Nashville (42 percent) and in the 
United States as a whole ( 39 percent, 
according to a 2013 survey by the Pew 
Research Center). 

In terms of affiliation, Nashville area 
Jews are more likely to identify as Reform 
(45 percent) and Conservative (24 per-
cent) than in the United States as a 
whole while fewer Nashville Jews identify 
as Orthodox (6 percent) than in United 
States, which is typical of smaller Jewish 
communities, especially in the South. 
On the other hand, fewer Nashville Jews 

Survey

More than 80 percent of the 
Jewish households in the Nashville 
area indicated that a member of 
the household attended at least one 
program or event at a synagogue 
during the previous year, not count-
ing religious services. The first col-

Synagogue Program Attendance in Nashville
umn in the chart below indicates the 
percentage of households in which a 
member attended at least one pro-
gram at each synagogue. The sub-
sequent columns break down the 
households that reported attending 
a program at each synagogue by the 

Jewish Nashville: By the Numbers is a 
continuing series exploring the results 
of the 2015 Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee Jewish Population Study. 
Previous stories can be found at www.
jewishnashville.org. Printed or digital 
copies of the study can be obtained by 
contacting Harriet Schiftan at harriet@
jewishnashville.org or (615) 354-1687. 

       
                             Proportion of attendees who are…
  All respondents                     Synagogue          Members of other      Members of no
                           Members               synagogues        synagogue
The Temple  49%   48%  27%  25%
West End  44%   46%  34%  20%
Micah   39%   38%  32%  29%
CSI   26%   38%  42%  20%
Beit Tefilah  15%   16%  64%  20%

percentage that belong to that syna-
gogue, belong to another synagogue 
or belong to no synagogue. Overall, it 
shows that more than half the house-
holds attending at least one program 
at each synagogue were members of 
other synagogues or no synagogues.  

In this map, each dot represents 
five Jewish households in the metro 
area that includes Davidson, Wilson, 
Williamson, Sumner, Rutherford, 
Robertson and Cheatham counties. 
The blue dots represent households 
that belong to synagogues; the yel-
low dots households that do not. 
Each dot is placed randomly within 
the zip code of the households it rep-
resents. Thus, while they dots do not 

Synagogue Membership in Greater Nashville
reflect the actual location of homes, 
they do provide a graphic represen-
tation of how Jewish homes are dis-
turbed throughout the area. The map 
shows that Jewish households are 
concentrated along the West End-
Harding-Highway 70 corridor near 
many of the major Jewish institutions. 
Likewise, households in that corridor 
are more likely to be among the 42 
percent that belong to a synagogue. 

1) Chabad of Nashville 
2) Congregation Micah
3) Jewish Federation, Gordon 

Jewish Community Center, 
Jewish Family Service, Akiva 
School

4) The Temple
5) West End Synagogue
6) Congregation Sherith Israel 
7) Vanderbilt Hillel and Vanderbilt 

Chabad 

identify themselves as secular or “just 
Jewish” (24 percent) compared to United 
States as a whole, where 30 percent say 
they have no denominational affiliation.  

By two common measures, Nashville 
area Jews tend to be less ritually obser-
vant than U.S. Jews as a whole. Sixteen 
percent indicated they usually or always 
light Shabbat candles and 9 percent said 
they keep kosher, either at home or all 
the time. In the Pew survey, the figures 
were 23 percent and 22 percent respec-
tively. 

On the other hand, 23 percent of 
Jews in the Nashville area attend reli-
gious services at least once a month, the 
same percentage as in the Pew survey. 
And Nashville Jews were more likely to 
attend a Passover seder (81 percent) or 
light Chanukah candles (84 percent) 
than U.S. Jews as a whole.

 However, Boxer said that unlike 
keeping kosher and lighting Shabbat can-
dles, the annual Passover and Chanukah 
rituals tend to more of an affirmation 
of Jewish identity than an expression of 
religiosity. 

“The fact that these activities are 
higher here than the national average 
fits the pattern of relatively small Jewish 
communities, where making such state-
ments about identity is more important 
that actual religiosity,” he said. •

Matthew Boxer (standing) and Matthew Brookner explain the demographic study of 
Jewish Nashville to local clergy and synagogue officials during one of eight meetings at 
the end of February. The two were part of the Brandeis University team that conducted 
the study. 

About 23 percent of Jewish 
adults in Nashville attend religious 
services at least once a month. This 
is about the same as U.S. Jews as a 
whole, according to the Pew Research 
Center. Likewise, the 24 percent of 
Nashville Jews who never attend ser-
vices is statistically the same as the 
U.S. Jewish population.

Service Attendance 
by Adult Jews 

in Nashville

Never    24%
1-2 times a year   30%
Every few months   22%
Once a month     8%
2-3 times a month   8%
Once a week    7% 

Ritual Observance of Nashville Jewish Adults
 Always/usually light Shabbat candles      16%
 Kosher always or at home         9%
 Light Chanukah candles       86%
 Hold/attend Passover seder      81%
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We Were Strangers:

RABBI ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL AND CARDINAL 
AUGUSTIN BEA, NEW YORK, MARCH 31, 1963. (AMERI-
CAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, USED WITH PERMISSION.)

A  N O S T R A  A E TAT E  S E D E R
with 
The Most Reverend David R. Choby, 
Bishop of Nashville
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine
Rabbi Mark Schiftan

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 6:00 pm
Gordon Jewish Community Center
801 PERCY WARNER BLVD. | NASHVILLE, TN

Hosted by the Community Relations  
Committee of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville & Middle Tennessee.
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Charles 
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as 
jpegs to the e-mail with the related 
news item or story. For material that 
cannot be e-mailed, submissions should 
be sent to Charles Bernsen, The Jewish 
Observer, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 
102, Nashville TN 37205. Photos and 
copy sent by regular mail will not be 
returned unless prior arrangement is 
made. Publication is at the discretion of 
The Observer, which reserves the right 
to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher   Mark S. Freedman
Editor   Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager   Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board  Frank Boehm (chair),  

Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone   615/356-3242
Fax   615/352-0056
E-mail   charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
8750-5290) is published monthly for 
$25 per year by the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c

Setting the Record Straight
Congregation Micah Rabbi Laurie Rice’s first name was misspelled last month in 

the headline of an item in the Around the Town column. 

Christina Evans is director of admissions at Akiva School. Her name was mis-
spelled last month in a story in the Around the Town column.  

Jeremy Werthan was misidentified in the caption of a photo last month accompa-
nying a story about his parents, Libby and Moshe Werthan. He is their youngest child, 
not their oldest. 

The Jewish Observer is committed to making corrections and clarifications prompt-
ly. To request a correction or clarification, contact Editor Charles Bernsen at (615) 
354-1653 or charles@jewishnashville.org .    

Local B’nai Tzedeks gather for annual 
event as program surpasses 350 funds

W
hen local B’nai 
Tzedek teens gath-
ered on Feb. 28 for 
their annual dinner 
and program, they 
helped celebrate a 

milestone: Since the B’nai Tzedek pro-
gram’s inception in 2001, more than 350 
charitable funds have been established 
with the Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee by b’nai mitzvah 
students representing all five Nashville 
congregations. 

This year’s program focused on 
sensitivity awareness, encouraging the 
teens who ranged from grade 6 to 12 
to get a small taste of what it’s like to 
have a disability or special need. The 
Foundation worked in partnership with 
Sheri Rosenberg, Nashville BBYO direc-
tor, whose background is in this area.

After dinner and a review of how 
their fund distributions work, partici-
pants were taken through seven stations, 
each demonstrating a different type of 
challenge.  At one station, they were 
blindfolded and asked to sort different 
coins by feel alone. At another they tried 
to read from a document that illustrates 
what people with dyslexia see when they 
look at a printed page. At still another 
station they experienced sensory over-
load: As they tried to read a story, others 
distracted them with loud noises and 
strange smells, shined a light in their eyes 
and rubbed them with sandpaper.  

“I was so impressed by how well they 
all worked together. They were encour-
aging each other and having a good 
time, while heightening their awareness 

of how others may face certain situa-
tions,” said Risa Klein Herzog, director 
of Foundation development.  “It was an 
amazing group of teens who took the 
tasks at hand seriously and with tremen-
dous respect and sensitivity.” 

Noah Geltzer, one of the B’nai 
Tzedeks, is in a peer tutoring class at his 
school. “Some students have more trou-
ble reading than others,” he said, “ and I 
didn’t realize how they see and say words 
until I went to the jumbled words station. 
It made me understand more what they 
go through every day.”

Herzog said the program was aimed 
at getting the teens to explore the many 
areas in which they may choose to be 
philanthropic. They were told about sev-
eral Jewish organizations that focus on 
special needs, so they could provide sup-
port in a Jewish context if that is their 
philanthropic passion.

  “We are not suggesting that this has 
to be the cause that they are passionate 

about, but we want to expose them to 
different ways of thinking and encourage 
them to explore what it is that interests 
them from a charitable giving stand-
point,” Herzog said.  

The B’nai Tzedek Program was cre-
ated to foster a sense of philanthropy 
in bar- and bat-mitzvah-aged youth and 
help them appreciate the Jewish value 
of tikkun olam, repair of the world. With 
a donation, a teen can establish a fund 
with the Foundation, and the donation 
will be matched through the generosity 
of the Feldman/Hassenfeld Fund, along 
with additional Foundation funds. 

“The manner in which these young 
leaders conducted themselves at the 
event indicates that the Jewish future is 
bright,” Herzog said. “And with 350-plus 
current B’nai Tzedek fund holders and 
more creating funds each year, the next 
generation of Jewish philanthropists is 
promising.”  •

Twenty-four teens were at the B’nai Tzedek Program’s annual dinner and program in 
February. 

In another activity demonstrating what it’s like to work with limited fine motor skills, 
Michelle Biesman attempts to build a house of cards while wearing mittens as Emma 
Rudy Srebnik and Matthew Schwarcz encourage her. 

Learn more about the
 Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org

Happy Passover
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As the years 
slip by...don’t 
let your 
personal 
finances slip 
by too.

Laurel 
 & Leaf
New Nashville Floral Boutique personally 
and professionally familiar with Jewish 
holidays and life cycle events.
European style flower and gift boutique 
in Bellevue, TN in the Shoppes on the Harpeth 
(neighboring Brewhouse 100, Jollifrogs and Nachos)

- Full service florist
- Free consultation
- Delivery available
- Florals for any size event
- Unique, premium floral materials,    
   distinctive designer vessels 
- Personal friendly service
- Meticulous attention to detail

8080A Highway 100, Nashville,  TN
615-457-3425

www.lauralandleaf.com
Member of Micah

Elegant �oral and gift

Yom Hashoah
Continued from page 1

Like previous Holocaust commem-
orations, the event also will include a 
service led by local rabbis and a can-
dle-lighting ceremony involving local 
survivors and their families. Students 
from local religious schools will meet in 
a special session with Korazim and play a 
special role in the ceremony. 

A native Israeli, Korazim is a grad-
uate of Haifa University with a Ph.D. 
in Jewish education with decades of 
experience in teaching and creating 
educational material for both Jewish 
and non-Jewish learners in Israel and 
the diaspora. Although this will be 
her first visit to Nashville, a num-
ber of Nashvillians have taken part 
in her Holocaust educational sessions, 
including nine mainline Christian cler-
gy members who took part in a mission 
to Israel last year sponsored by the 
Nashville Federation.  

During her visit to Nashville, 
Korazim will conduct sessions for the 
congregations of two of those cler-

gy – Rev. Thomas Kleinert of Vine 
Street Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and Rev. Michael O’Bannon 
of First United Methodist Church of 
Murfreesboro. 

Kleinert described  the session 
with Korazim just before a tour of Yad 
Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial, as 
“a wonderful learning moment.” 

“She allowed us to come face to face 
with some of the challenges by sharing 
brief biographical sketches of pioneers 
who had settled in Palestine as part of 
the Zionist movement and survivors who 
came to Israel after the defeat of Nazi 
Germany,” Rev. Kleinert said. 

“Memory is an essential aspect of 
being human and of our personal and 
communal identities. Remembering the 
Shoah is a sacred obligation for the men, 
women and children who survived the 
hellish violence, for those who partic-
ipated in the mass murder with their 
silence and other perpetrators, for those 
who liberated the death camps and the 
peoples of Europe, and for Jewish com-
munities around the world and in Israel,” 
Kleinert said. •

Conveniently located next to Kroger - 
Down in the Heart of Belle Meade Plaza

Great Selection of Kosher Wines

BELLE MEADE
WINE & SPIRITS

Learn more about the
 Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad in the Observer!

Happy Passover
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Thursday, April 14, 2016
11:30 am 

at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center

$10 per person

Send reservations to:
Anna Sir

Jewish Family Service
801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103

Nashville, TN 37205 
615-354-1686

This event is open to seniors of all ages 
in the Nashville Jewish community.

Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
In Memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer

Seder led by 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock

ACLF License 59   © 2016 Belmont Village, L.P.

�e C�munity Built f� Li�.®

G R E E N  H I L LS
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Welcoming Ambassadors aim to help 
newcomers ease into Jewish life in Nashville 

A
my and Martin 
Kammerman were look-
ing to relocate from 
Chicago to a smaller 
urban area, and their 
jobs gave them the flex-

ibility to move just about anywhere. 
After doing a lot of research into 

places like Austin, TX and Charlotte, 
NC, “Nashville came out right at the 
top,” Martin said – and not just because 
they liked its climate, amenities and cul-
tural opportunities. 

“One of the main criteria was a 
strong Jewish community, including 
a JCC,” Amy said. For a couple with 
two small children, it was a bonus that 
Nashville offered the convenience of a 
Jewish day school and pre-school located 
within shouting distance of one another 
on the campus of its JCC.  

The Kammermans have been in 
Nashville for about seven months now 
and have settled quite comfortably into the 
city’s Jewish community. Their son, Henry, 
is a first grader at Akiva School, where 
Amy is a librarian and receptionist. Their 
daughter Ruby is enrolled at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center’s preschool. 
Amy is active with the local Hadassah 
chapter, where she serves on the board.

Though they are an outgoing couple 
and were eager to become part of Jewish 
communal life here, the Kammermans 
also credit Barbara Olsher for helping 
them become acclimated to Jewish 
Nashville. Olsher is one of about 30 vol-

unteers for the Welcoming Ambassadors 
Program, an initiative of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee that aims to improve the 
experience of Jewish newcomers.

As part of the program, the volun-
teer ambassadors host events like the 
recent Sunday afternoon gathering at the 
home of Batia and Aron Karabel, where 
about 50 newcomers mingled informally 
with Olsher and other ambassadors. More 
important, newcomers are paired with 
ambassadors, who meet regularly with 
them with the goal of building relation-

ships and helping them find a comfort-
able place into Jewish communal life. 

Olsher was paired with the 
Kammermans a few months after their 
arrival in Nashville.

 “Barbara and I have lunch every 
month,” said Amy, who serves with 
Olsher on the Hadassah board. “She has 
such a good perspective on the city.” 

“I think she has really helped us get 
plugged in more quickly,” said Martin. 

Olsher, a Chicago native who has 
been in Nashville for 21 years, said she 

Welcoming Ambassador Barbara Olsher 
(left) with Amy and Martin Kammerman 
and their children, Henry and Ruby. “She 
has really helped us get plugged in more 
quickly,” Martin said. 

Alice and Michael Mann chat with Welcoming Ambassador Paula Goldberg at a recent 
gathering for Jewish newcomers to Nashville at the home of Batia and Aron Karabel. 
The Mann’s are moving to Nashville to be closer to their children.  

To become an ambassador or 
to find out more about the 

program and upcoming events, 
contact Barbara Schwarcz, the 
Federation’s newcomer liaison 

and events coordinator, at 
barbara@jewishnashville.org 

or (615) 354-163

loves being an ambassador.
“I think I’m probably good at it 

because I have my finger in so many 
pies,” she said.  •
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS & EVENTS

@ Sherith Israel

By CHARLES BERNSEN

E
rika Shuman prepared the 
cookie dough for the recent 
multi-generational haman-
taschen bake at Congregation 
Sherith Israel. And let’s just 
say there was a lot of it. 

“I don’t know for sure how much,” 
Shuman said. “But it’s probably over 100 
pounds because I couldn’t carry it. I had 
to get the guys to bring it in.” 

Somewhere between 150 and 200 
people – children, parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents – spent two hours 
turning that dough into traditional tri-
angle-shaped Purim cookies that filled 
more than 30 large baking sheets.  That 
was more than enough to meet the goal 
established by an anonymous benefactor 
who had pledged a $1,000 charitable 
donation if the bakers could produce 
1,000 hamantaschen. 

“This is what happens when our 
community collaborates,” said Sara 
Hanai, who was there with her daughter, 
Ilana, and her mother, Marcia Satinsky.

Hanai is the coordinator for PJ 
Library, which sponsored the event along 
with the Nashville chapter of Hadassah, 
NowGen Nashville and Sherith Israel. 

Hadassah President Nili Friedman 
said the idea for the multi-generational 
bake came from a similar but smaller event 
held about 10 years ago in a private home. 

“Making hamantaschen is an activ-
ity that lends itself to all ages,” she said. 
In an email after the March 6 event, she 
said it achieved exactly what had been 
hoped: “We were able to bring together 
people of different ages, different back-
grounds, different geographic locations 
through our four different organizations 
– all in the name of hamantaschen.”

The cookie dough was supplied by 
the sponsors, but participants brought 
their own fillings. Many of the bakers 
used traditional fruit fillings, but there 
were some more exotic concoctions that 
included M&Ms and jelly beans – and, of 

course, lots of chocolate. 
Satinsky and her granddaughter, 

Ilana, were making a special “Reese’s 
recipe” that included honey, peanut but-
ter and chocolate chips. Asked why she 
was at the event, she gestured fondly to 
her granddaughter and said, “We’ve been 
doing this together since she was 2.” 

Vera Balter was there to “spend time 

with good people” and to learn to make 
hamantaschen herself. “I want to teach 
my grandchildren and I have to learn 
how to do it first.” 

While the participants ate a few of 
the cookies, most were refrigerated and 
served the following Saturday at the 
annual Hadassah Shabbat, which was 
hosted this year at Sherith Israel. •

Collaborative effort brings generations together for hamantaschen bake

Marica Satinsky (left), her daughter, Sara Hani, and granddaughter, Ilana Hanai, were 
among the many families with multiple generations at the multi-generational haman-
taschen bake on March 6 at Congregation Sherith Israel. (Photos by Charles Bernsen) 

It was a messy job, but when it was done 
there were more than 1,000 haman-
taschen, enough to earn a charitable dona-
tion of $1,000 from an anonymous donor. 

@ Chabad@ Micah

The Sports Rabbi 
will be at Micah

Rabbi Josh Halickman, author and 
contributor to sportsrabbi.com, will be 
at Micah from 10-noon on April 10 for a 
presentation about Israeli athletes, sports 
and the colorful history of Israel sports. 

The event is free and open to the 
public. 

The Sports Rabbi is a program that 
brings interactive presentations to chil-
dren, youth and adults with the aim of 
creating connections with Israel, their 
favorite pastimes and Judaism. 

Micah and Temple 
hosting NFTY spring 
Kallah

Congregation Micah and The 
Temple are partnering to host the 2016 
NFTY-Ohio Valley Spring Kallah in 
Nashville.  

Teens from all over the region will 
be in Nashville for a weekend of pro-
gramming, fund and worship. The Friday 
evening worship service will be at The 
Temple and the Saturday morning ser-
vice at Micah. 

Online registration is at  http://
ohiovalley.nfty.org/?event=spring-
kallah&event_date=2016-04-14

Levine to speak 
on April 10

Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of 
New Testament and Jewish Studies at 
Vanderbilt University, will speak on “The 
Messianic Era: The Afterlife” at 12:15 
p.m. on Sunday, April 10th at Forest Hills 
United Methodist Church in an event 
co-sponsored with Congregation Micah.

A lunch preceding Levine’s presen-
tation begins at 11:30 a.m. The church is 
at 1250 Old Hickory Blvd., Brentwood.

  

Micah Children’s 
Academy spring 
festival set for May 1

The annual Micah Children’s 
Academy Spring Festival will be from 
3-6 p.m. on Sunday, May 1. 

The event will include musical perfor-
mances of Beatles music by academy stu-
dents, a food truck, face painting, bouncy 
house, photos with costumed characters, 
crafts, bubble stations and dance party. 

Advance tickets are $25 per family or 
$10 per individual ($25/$15 at the door). 
VIP tickets, which include reserved seat-
ing and fast passes, are $100 per family for 
three seats or $40 per individual 

Proceeds from ticket sales and a 
silent auction will help fund playscape 
renovations. •

Rabbis Tiechtel and 
Strosberg will cele-
brate completion of 
Talmud tractate on 
April 22 

Rabbis Yitzchok Tiechtel of 
Congregation Beit Tefilah and Saul 
Strosberg of Congregation Sherith Israel 
will each celebrate a siyum, the com-
pletion of a tractate (section of the 
Talmud), this month at their respective 
synagogues. 

The two rabbis have been meeting 
weekly for the past four months to study 
Tractate Kritut, and will conclude the 
day before Passover. On Friday morn-
ing, April 22, just hours before the first 
seder, each rabbi will celebrate the siyum 
following morning services at his syna-
gogue with a light snack that will serve 
as a seudat mitzvah (a meal marking the 
fulfillment of a mitzvah). 

It is a custom to arrange for a siyum 
on the day before Passover, when another 
tradition holds that firstborn sons must 
fast in thanksgiving for being spared from 
the 10th plague – the death of Egyptian 
firstborn sons. By being on hand to par-
ticipate in the seudat mitzvah following 
the siyum, firstborn sons can free them-
selves of the obligation to fast for the rest 
of the day.  •

Tiechtels will lead 
Nashville group to 
Brooklyn for Chabad’s 
second Shabbat in 
the Heights 

Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther Tiechtel will 
lead a group from Nashville next month to 
the second shabbaton in the Crown Heights 
neighborhood of Brooklyn that is home to 
the Chabad Lubavitch headquarters.

“Living in Nashville and working 
in the community for more than 18 
years makes Nashville home,” said Rabbi 
Tiechtel. “But a big piece of my heart is 
always in Crown Heights where I grew 
up, and I can’t wait to share it with my 
friends from the Nashville community.”

Last year more than 120 people from 
Jewish communities across the nation 
attended the first Shabbat in the Heights. 
This year’s shabbaton is scheduled for May 
13-15. It will include guest lecturers and 
study groups focusing on the life and teach-
ings of Menahem Mendel Schneersohn, 
known as the Lubavitcher Rebbe, as well 
as guided tours of his synagogue, office and 
home. The weekend also offers opportuni-
ties to enjoy authentic Jewish cuisine and 
traditional Hasidic entertainment. 

To learn more about Shabbat in the 
Heights, go to to www.shabbatinthe-
heights.com or call Nashville Chabad at 
(615) 646-5750. •
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@ West End

B
eit Miriam, the reli-
gious school at West End 
Synagogue, tries to vary the 
curriculum on religious hol-
idays each year so that stu-
dents and their families are 

stimulated, excited and challenged. This 
year, the students’ experience included 
the program “Shabbat Just Do It!”

 “When thinking about which hol-
iday has the most power to make an 
impact on our lives as Jews, we thought, 
‘SHABBAT!’” said Sharon Paz, director 
of lifelong learning at West End.   “It 
comes every week. Twenty-five hours of 
time away from work, devoted to being 
with family, three delicious meals and 
time to express gratitude to God for all 
that we have and for each other for the 
things we do for each other all week…it 
could truly be a gift for our families.”

The goal of Shabbat Just Do It 
was to give families both the tools and 
motivation to bring Shabbat into their 
lives each week. The program was held 
Sunday morning Jan. 31 and began with 
an assembly in which everyone was treat-
ed to a short, time-lapsed Shabbat expe-
rience, including songs, that reflected 
the mood from Friday evening through 
Saturday afternoon as Shabbat wanes.  
Families were then handed program 
cards that guided them on a Shabbat 
journey: They learned the art of chal-
lah braiding from three challah mavens 
and sampled several recipes provided by 
Erika Shuman. They made Shabbat can-
dles and completed a kosher candle quiz 
designed by Joanna Brichetto. The made 
picture frames for the parental blessing of 
children and a version of “Eshet Chayil” 
for kids to sing to their parents. They 
made and sampled cholent, a traditional 
Sabbath stew.  

“Stanley, our 1-year old, had his 
first taste of cholent and could not get 
enough,” said Rachel Sobel. “Our other 
children loved learning about the differ-

ent types of Jewish candles and making 
delicious homemade challah.  It truly was 
an amazing morning.”

There were several optional enrich-
ment activities like making besamim
(spice) bags, setting a Shabbat table 
and telling Shabbat stories.  All families 
ended the Shabbat journey together in 
a school-wide Havdalah ceremony led 
by the ninth graders in a darkened room 
complete with three stars and a moon. 

“It was amazing participating as 
family in all of the different phases of 
Shabbat,” said Brian Lapidus, Beit Miriam 
co-chair and father of two students, Lilly 
and Max. “From listening to Kari Spieler 
of Swear and Shake take a new approach 
on Shabbat songs to braiding challah, we 
had a terrific time.”  

Each family left with decorated 
Shabbat bag, a Shabbat Seder guide, a 
bottle of grape juice, two challot, Shabbat 
candles, a Havdalah candle, plus recipes 
for making challah and cholent.

Shabbat Just Do It! was underwritten 
by a grant from the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. •

 

Program gives kids and parents 
tools and motivation to
embrace joy of Shabbat 

Middle School students grooving with 
Kari Spieler singing the popular Beit 
Miriam Shabbat song “Ivdu Et Hashem.” 

Beginning Their Jewish Education 

West End Synagogue’s religious school, Beit Miriam, held its 64th consecration cere-
mony on Sunday, Feb. 28 to celebrate members of the first grade class, Kitah Aleph, 
beginning their formal Jewish education. The children learned the Aleph Bet and have 
begun learning about the Torah. This year’s consecration theme – Why Mount Sinai? – 
focused  on why God chose Mount Sinai as the location where Moshe would receive the 
Ten Commandments and deliver them to the Jewish people. The Midrash in Tehillim
(Psalms) 68:9 teaches that all of the mountains tried to convince God why they should to 
be chosen.  Kitah Aleph students shared the midrash with the whole Beit Miriam kehil-
lah and many other WES congregants. Members of the 2016 consecration class are Jack 
Isaac Barocas, son of Daniel and Adina Barocas; Jonah Chock Bendell, son of William 
and Johanna Bendell; Jacob Brayden Berkon, son of Brian and Julie Berkon; Molly Rose 
Cloutier, daughter of Marc and Valerie Cloutier, Jacob Lee Karlin, son of Nathaniel and 
Erin Karlin, Iara Kullock, daughter of Rabbi Joshua and Jessica Kullock; Lilly Samantha 
Lapidus, daughter of Brian and Kimberly Lapidus; Ilyana Lubovich, daughter of Ron and 
Netta Lubovich; Daphne Wren Polyn, daughter of Sean and Joanna Polyn, and Samuel 
James Sparks, son of Jason and Abigail Sparks. (Photo by Jennifer Hosney)

Nili Friedman guides Beit Miriam students as they design a frame for the Shabbat chil-
dren’s blessing as part of Shabbat Just Do It! (Photos by Emily Ress Grove)
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PASSOVER EVENTS 
Women’s Seder at Micah kicks off month full 

of communal Passover celebrations
Passover this year runs through the last eight days of April, but communal events 

connected to the festival recounting the Israelite redemption from Egyptian bondage 
run throughout the month, beginning with A Women’s Seder on Tuesday, April 5 at 
Congregation Micah. 

Leading the annual “feminine celebration of our redemption and freedom” will 
be Micah Rabbi Laurie Rice and Cantorial Soloist Lisa Silver along with musician 
Batsheva. The seder, which is free and open to the community, is from 7-9 p.m. Dinner 
will not be served, but those who attend are encouraged to bring their favorite Passover 
dessert to share. 

Now in its fourth year, the women’s seder began as part of a women’s group at 
Micah called Kol Isha (a woman’s voice), the term used to describe the traditional 
rabbinic prohibition against women singing in front of men. 

“Our group Kol Isha was a reflection of women reclaiming their voice as part of pro-
gressive Judaism,” said Rabbi Rice. The group no longer exists under that name. Instead 
it has morphed into a series of programs and events, including the women’s seder. 

“The theme of this year’s seder is personal stories of redemption,” Rabbi Rice 
said. In keeping with that theme and the tradition of inviting non-Jews to participate 
in the Passover seder, special guests will include Rev. Becca Stevens and graduates of 
Magdalene House, the recovery program Rev. Stevens founded for women with histo-
ries of substance abuse and prostitution.

Jewish Family Service
Annual Senior Seder, 11:30 a.m. Thursday, April 14, the Gordon Jewish 

Community Center: Led this year by Rabbi Joshua Kullock, the annual JFS Senior 
Seder is open to “seniors of all ages” in the Nashville Jewish community. The cost is 
$10 a person. Send request for reservations to Anna Sir, Jewish Family Service, 801 
Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 103, Nashville, TN 37205 or call (615) 354-1686. 

Congregation Micah
A Women’s Seder, 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 5: The feminine celebration of 

redemption and freedom will feature music by Batsheva and Lisa Silver. Special guests 
Reverend Becca Stevens and graduates of the Magdalene House. The event is free and 
open to the whole community. Dinner will not be served but guests are encouraged to 
bring their favorite Passover dessert to share.

Seder under the Stars: Saturday, April 23 (campsite opens at 4 p.m. and activ-
ities begin at 5:30 p.m.): This non-traditional approach to Passover will feature an 
interactive Seder and activities focusing on the story of Passover, with portions inside 
and outside, movies and a camp out. All ages welcome.  This event will also feature the 
musical stylings of Shelby Means. For more information, including cost and to RSVP, 
contact the Micah office at (615) 377-9799.

Congregation Sherith Israel
Two Community Seders: The first, hosted by Cantor George Lieberman and 

Rabbi Saul Strosberg, begins at 7:45 p.m. Friday, April 22. The second, hosted by 
Cantor Lieberman and Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein, begins at 8:15 p.m. Saturday, April 
23. Both will be catered by SOVA Catering. For reservations call the office at (615) 
292-6614. For reservations made by April 15, the cost is $36 for adults, $20 for children 
5-12 or $120 for families. For reservations made after April 15, the cost is $45 for adults 
and $30 for children. (However, no one will be turned away due to financial hardship. 
If help is needed, mention the word “kehillah” when making reservations.)   

Passover buffet dinner: Open to the public, this restaurant-style buffet dinner 
will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27. For information about cost, call the shul 
at (615) 292-6614.  

West End Synagogue
Preparing for Pesach, 9:30-10 a.m. Sunday, April 17: A special session of  

Rabbi Joshua Kullock’s “Introduction to Judaism” open to the entire community. 

Chametz Search and Burn, 5:45 p.m. Wednesday, April 20: The student at Beit 
Miriam invite the community to bring chametz for a pre-Pesach bonfire with stories 
and singing. Those who want to donate to Second Harvest can drop off food and it 
will be delivered.  

Morning services followed by a siyum (special learning session), 7 a.m. Friday, 
April 22: Led by Rabbi Joshua Barton, the service will be followed by a breakfast of 
the first born. 

Selling of chametz, 9 a.m. Friday, April 22: The annual ritual of selling chametz to 
Nashville Police Chief Steve Anderson.  (For more information visit www.westendsyn.org) 

First Night Seders, Friday, April 22: West End will two seder experiences, each 
beginning at 6 p.m.. Pick the one appropriate for you, your family and friends. 

• An interactive musical seder for families will be fun and informative for all gen-
erations. Led by Debby and Stuart Wiston and Rabbi Joshua Kullock, this seder 
will use songs, dancing and other activities to recreate the Exodus from Egypt 
and the crossing of the sea. It will be followed by a festive family meal. The cost 
of the meal is $45 for adults ($55 for non-members), $25 for children 6-12, and 
$10 for children 3-5. (No charge for babies and toddlers under 3.) 

• A Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by an adult seder, Leaving Egypt Again, 
led by Rabbi Joshua Barton. Take the Haggadah’s advice to “see yourself as if you 
left Egypt” and learn how the Passover seder can speak to each of our spiritual 
lives. The cost is  $45 ($55 for non-members). 

RSVP by Wednesday, April 13, at office@westendsyn.org or (615) 269-4592. A 
check or credit card payment will be necessary to reserve a spot.

Passover Yiskor during the morning service beginning at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 30.

Concluding Passover celebration, 8:15 p.m. Saturday, April 30: The most 
recent graduates of Beit Miriam will lead prayers and share remarks about their com-
mitment to Jewish education.

Chabad of Nashville
A Family Friendly Seder, 7-10 p.m. Friday, April 22: Chabad of Nashville’s 

17th annual community seder will be an interactive, warm, fun and thought-provoking 
event, which includes a Passover experience in a Royal setting, with an elegant royal 
dinner.  

A Chassidic Seder for the Inquisitive Mind: 8 p.m.-midnight Saturday, April 
23: This will be a full Chassidic seder with many insights to the Haggadah and various 
Chassidic tales and melodies, and a traditional seder feast. This seder will delve into 
the deeper meaning and dimensions of the Exodus.

(Both seders will at the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life, 95 Bellevue Road, and 
will be catered by one of Nashville’s premiere chefs. The cost for each is $45 per person 
and $20 per child ages 4-9. Children 3 and under is free. RSVP at www.chabadnash-
ville.com. For reservations after April 15, the cost will be $55 per person or $30 per 
child ages 4-9.)

 
Moshiach Seudah (the Messiah’s Meal), 7 p.m. Saturday, April 30: Instituted 

by the Baal Shem Tov, the traditional Moshiach’s meal includes the eating matzah and 
the consumption of four glasses of wine, toasting to a future era of redemption.

 
To prepare for Pesach, you can order shmurah matzah, the traditional hand-made 

round matzah, by calling Chabad at (615) 646-5750. You can also sell your chametz 
online at www.chabadnashville.com.

The Temple
Second Night Congregational Seder, 6 p.m. Saturday, April 23: This seder is 

open to members of the community and children are welcome. The cost is $18 for 
adults, $10 for children under 12 and $36 for non-members. RSVP by April 18 at (615) 
352-7620.

 
JACS Seder, 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 27: The Temple continues its decade-

long tradition of a renewal seder for those in 12-step recovery programs, their families 
and friends.  Designed by Rabbi Shana Mackler, this sedeer celebrates the meaning 
of freedom for those recovering from addiction. The cost is $15 for adults and $10 for 
children 6-12. RSVP to Robb McCluskey at (615) 568-1786 or robbmccluskey@gmail.
com. 

GLBT/PFLAG Seder, 6 p.m. Thursday April  28: This seder uses a Haggadah 
compiled by Rabbi Mackler that emphasizes the journeys of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered people and their family and friends to the freedom of a loving and sup-
portive environment. The cost is $15 for adults and $10 for children 6-12.  RSVP to 
Robb McCluskey at (615) 568-1786 or robbmccluskey@gmail.com. 

Young Adult Passover Experiences: Sponsored by Next Dor, the Temple group 
for adults ages 22-40, these Passover get-togethers are geared toward those who are new 
to Nashville, want to connect with other Jews in the area, have family elsewhere and 
are alone for Passover or are not sure how to do a seder and want to learn more about 
the festival and its customs. 

• Second Seder of Freedom, dinner and discussions, Saturday, April 23
• Chocolate Seder in Germantown, Tuesday, April 26.
• Maimuna Dinner, Friday, April 29, a Sephardic tradition celebrating the end of 

Passover. 
The cost of each event is $5. For information about times and locations contact 

The Temple at (615) 352-7620.
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Hadassah and NCJW bring 
artistic flair to Community 
Relations Seder tables

W
hen several hun-
dred people sit down 
this month for the 
annual Community 
Relations Seder 
of the Jewish 

Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, the basket of matzah at each 
table will have an original decorative cover. 

The covers are courtesy of a collab-
orative art project involving the local 
chapters of Hadassah and the National 
Council of Jewish Women (NCJW).

The idea was born at last year’s 
Community Relations Seder when then 
Hadassah President Leslie Klein, herself 
an artist, noticed that the matzah baskets 
at the otherwise beautifully decorated 
tables were covered with paper napkins. 
She got in touch with NCJW Director 
Ran Pursell and proposed a joint project 

MON&FRI 10AM-8PM • TUE, WED, THUR, SAT 10AM-6PM • SUNDAY 1-5PM
325 WHITE BRIDGE PIKE 352-5912 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1316)

1965 MALLORY LANE, COOL SPRINGS 236-1700 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1421)

imagine the possibilities
Sprintz.com

Happy Passover! Thanks for your support.
The Sprintz Family

Sprintz makes your home 
different from all other homes. 

SPTZ-19OB PassoverAD_2016_SPTZ-19OB PassoverAD_2016  2/12/16  4:14 PM  Page 1

New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email: 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturday • NEW certified MTA access driver!
Extra riders going to the same destination will not need 

a voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.

Robbie Lasky (left) and Leah Koesten work on decorative matzah covers for the 
Community Relations Seder. The project, chairrd by Lasky and Leslie Klein, was a col-
laborative effort of Hadassah and the National Council of Jewish Women. 

to create decorative covers. 
Pursell’s response, Klein recalls, was 

enthusiastic: “If you will be our lead art-
ist, we will bring the food.” 

So last month, 30 members of the 
two groups gathered for a workshop at 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 
Klein demonstrated techniques for apply-
ing paint to fabric and gave a brief 
lesson about imagery and composition. 
Then, using stencils created by Klein 
and Robbie Lasky and paints catalogued 
by Judy Ginsberg, they created dozens of 
matzah covers for themselves as well as 
the Community Relations Seder. 

“Everybody seemed to have great fun 
painting, stamping and stenciling, shar-
ing their creations with each other,” said 
Klein. “And miraculously we managed to 
stay relatively paint – well, maybe a little 
nose dab or hair decoration.” •

Community Relations Seder will celebrate 
anniversary of Vatican decree that brought 
“monumental turn” in Jewish-Catholic relations

By CHARLES BERNSEN

W
hen several hun-
dred Nashville 
Jews and Catholics 
gather on Tuesday, 
April 12 for the 
seventh annual 

Community Relations Seder, they will 
be celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
Nostra Aetate by taking part in the very 
kind of ecumenical service made possible 
by the 1965 Vatican decree that changed 
the church’s relationship with Judaism 
and other non-Christian religions. 

In regard to Judaism, Nostra Aetate 
(Latin for “In Our Time”) explicitly 
rejected all forms of anti-Semitism and 
the theological belief that had been its 
primary source for more than a millen-
nium: that all Jews were responsible for 
the death of Christ and therefore reject-
ed by God. 

“The decree refers to the Jewish 
people as sisters and brothers,” said 
Bruce T. Morrill, a Jesuit priest and 
chair of Catholic Studies at the 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School. 
“This was a monumental turn for offi-
cial Roman Catholicism, opening into 
several decades of further papal and 
other official statements affirming God’s 
irreversible faithfulness to the covenant 
he has made with the Jewish people, 
setting aside an agenda for converting 
Jews and replacing it with efforts at dia-
logue, mutual understanding, and even 
occasions of joint prayer.”

“We Were Strangers: A Nostra 
Aetate Seder” begins at 6 p.m. at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center. 
Hosted by the Community Relations 
Committee (CRC) of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, the annual event is aimed at 
building alliances and fostering under-

standing about Judaism and Jewish cul-
ture in the broader Nashville community. 
The 2015 seder, for example, explored the 
connections between Jews and Latinos. 

Serving as the honorary host for 
this year’s seder will be the Very Rev. 
David R. Choby, bishop of Nashville. 
The Passover service will be led by Rabbi 
Mark Schiftan of The Temple. There also 
will be remarks from Amy-Jill Levine, 
professor of New Testament and Jewish 
Studies at Vanderbilt and an expert in 
Jewish-Christian relations. 

The seder is free and open to the 
community. Because seating is limit-
ed, those who wish to attend should 
RSVP at www.jewishfederaton.org/
community-seder .

Broad cross-sections of both the 
Catholic and Jewish communities are 
expected at the seder – clergy, lay 
leaders, representatives from service 
and cultural organizations and as well 
as Jewish and Catholic students, said 
Abbie Wolf, the Federation’s director 
of community relations. For more infor-
mation about the seder, contact Wolf 
at abbie@jewishnashville.org.

A unique haggadah composed by 
Wolf and Mary Shelton, a CRC mem-
ber and chair of the event, highlights 
the theme of Catholic-Jewish estrange-
ment and reconciliation. A special list of 

plagues, for instance, focuses on “the pain 
we have endured as strangers.” 

Linda Kartoz Doochin, vice chair 
of the seder, said one of the highlights 
will be music featuring well-known 
Jewish artists cantorial soloist Lisa 

Silver, singer-songwriter Batsheva and 
instrumentalists Jonathan Yudkin and 
John Mock. They will be joined by a 
Catholic choir led by Jackson Schoos, 
music director at the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation.  • 

  

Bishop David R. Choby
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Have a Happy Passover

Financial Aid available 
for Jewish 
Overnight 
Summer 
Camp

Many of us remember those summers at camp that inspired our 
connection to Judaism – the singing after dinner or Havdalah on the 
edge of the lake at sunset. The Jewish summer camp experience creates 
community for life, not just for a summer.

Year after year our children return from camp with stories, memories 
and friendships. For many of them it is the first time they’re surrounded 
by all things Jewish. Overnight Jewish camping is wonderful way to 
introduce children to the joy and celebration of Jewish traditions.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee realizes 
the importance of building Jewish life and makes financial assistance 
available on a need basis for  students to attend Jewish summer camps. 
If you know someone who could benefit from this information, please 
share it. To request information on summer camp opportunities or for 
a scholarship application, please contact Becky Gunn at the Jewish 
Federation at Becky@jewishnashville.org or 354-1668 and send 
completed applications to campscholarships2016@jewishnashville.org .

  All inquiries are confidential. The deadline for submitting applications 
is April 10, 2016.
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Holocaust Remembrance Day

Beyond Numbers, 
Pictures & Words:
Alternative Ways 
t o  R e m e m b e r
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684 Colice Jeanne Road 
Na s h v i l l e ,  T N  3 72 2 1

Live Music | Kids’ Activities | ISRAELI FOOD

Everyone is welcome
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Happy Passover
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Scholarship established to honor Taylor 
Force, Vandy student killed in terrorist attack

Members of the Armed Forces Club of the Owen Graduate School of Management 
presented the family of Army veteran Taylor Force with an American flag during a 
memorial service in Benton Chapel. Force was killed in a terror attack last month while 
studying in Israel. (Photo by Daniel Dubois /Vanderbilt)

By RYAN UNDERWOOD
Vanderbilt News Service 

T
he normally jubi-
lant sounds of a warm 
Friday afternoon on the 
Vanderbilt University 
campus were punctured 
by grief, as family, friends, 

classmates, faculty and staff filled Benton 
Chapel on March 18 to mourn the death 
of Taylor Allen Force, a 
first-year MBA student 
at the Owen Graduate 
School of Management.

Force, a 28-year-
old West Point graduate 
who served tours of duty 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
was stabbed to death 
during  a terrorist attack in Jaffa, Israel, 
on March 8. He was on a school-spon-
sored trip working with global entrepre-
neurs in the region.

“This is a Friday when we are griev-
ing because of the terrible loss that our 
community is suffering. A great univer-
sity like Vanderbilt normally measures 
time with days of hope, days of joy. Nobel 
prizes are awarded to our faculty, to our 
graduates. Caps fly in the air by the thou-
sands on Commencement,” Chancellor 
Nicholas S. Zeppos said in remarks at the 
memorial. “No joy, no achievement, no 
accolades, no special day can in any way 
set off the deep wound that comes when 
one of our students, a beloved member of 
our community, is lost.

“My heart aches,” Zeppos said. 
“Taylor represented the very best of our 
nation, and of Vanderbilt.”

To ensure Force’s legacy lives on 
“in perpetuity,” Zeppos said, a schol-
arship named in his honor has been 
established for graduates of U.S. mil-
itary academies going to Owen, with 
preference given to those who attended 
the United States Military Academy at 
West Point.

Force’s family joined Taylor’s class-
mates, friends and faculty to celebrate 
Taylor’s humor, humility, service and 
leadership. 

Mark Cohen, professor of American 
competitive enterprise and professor of 
law, who was the faculty leader on the 
Israel trip, said despite Force’s short time 
at Owen, he and many others got to 
know him well.

“For all the students here who 
knew him for just the few short 

months that we did, we could easily 
see how he became the warm, funny, 
modest, thoughtful and always friend-
ly person that he was,” Cohen said, 
speaking about a family funeral held 
in Force’s hometown of Lubbock, 
Texas on Monday. About 40 Owen 
students, faculty, and staff attended 
the service there.

“As the father of a daughter who is 
Taylor’s age, I want (the Force family) 
to know I would have been proud to call 
him son,” Cohen continued. “Perhaps 
even more important, a son-in-law.”

Following the ceremony was a recep-
tion in the lobby of Management Hall. 
Shabbat prayers and dinner were held 
after the service at the Ben Schulman 
Center, where about 30 people viewed the 
private service via a live-stream feed. •

Taylor Force
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Shalom Baby welcomes parents and 
their newborn or newly adopted child 
into the Nashville Jewish community. It acknowledges that each birth is a celebration for the Jewish community 

and that the Nashville Jewish community 
wants to share in this special event. It’s a 

wonderful way for you to meet other Jewish 
families, make friends, and �nd support 

during this special time in your life.Shalom Baby gift bags are available to all 
families in the Nashville community in 

which at least one parent is Jewish. The gift 
bag �lled with �lled with infant themed 

gifts, resource information from local Jewish 
organizations, parenting information, and special offers.

elllcome

If you are expecting or have recently adopted, or 

know someone who is, please contact Renee Geltzer 

at renee@nashvillejcc.org or 615.354.1633.

or hhhav

Shalom Baby ad.indd   1 2/18/2015   2:57:59 PM

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com
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Agency, Inc.
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Lions and Pomegranates get special 
tour of Vanderbilt Judaica exhibition

N
ashville’s Lions of 
Judah and Pomegranate 
Society members got a 
private tour last month 
of the exhibition cel-
ebrating the 70th 

anniversary of Vanderbilt University’s 
Zimmerman Judaica Collection. 

Leading the Lions and Pomegranates 
on their tour of the exhibition in the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library were curators 
Eileen Crawford and Charlotte Lew. The 
group saw a number of items on special 
display, including a book of pen and ink 
drawings by the 20th Century Jewish 
artist Benn donated by Jack Sasson, a 
Vanderbilt professor of Hebrew Bible and 
Jewish studies.  Benn, the French-Jewish 
artist and illustrator of Polish origin, was 
known especially for his artistic interpre-
tations of biblical verses and scenes.

Now numbering more than 20,000 
titles, the Zimmerman collection was 
established in 1945 with the gift of 
Professor Ismar Elbogen’s professional 
library by the Tietelbaum family. 

The exhibition is free and can be 
viewed during the library’s public hours 
of operation.   It will be open through 
May.  For more information, contact 
Celia Walker at (615) 343-4701.

The Lion of Judah program recog-
nizes women who make individual com-
mitments of at least $5,000 to the annu-
al campaign of the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
while the Pomegranate Society includes 
women who make individual commit-
ments of at least $1,800. To learn more 
about these societies and giving levels 
please contact Naomi Limor Sedek at 
(615) 354-1642.  •

 Nashville Lions of Judah and Pomegranate Society members examine a book of draw-
ings by Benn, a 20th Century Jewish artist, during their tour of the special exhibition of 
the Zimmerman Judaica Collection at Vanderbilt University. 

Nashville teens were 
among 4,000 at BBYO 
International Convention

Cousins Lauren Rosen (left center) and Matthew Schwarcz (center right) get ready for 
Havdalah with other teens from the Cotton States Region at the BBYO International 
Convention in Baltimore. Matthew is president of Athens of the South AZA in Nashville 
and Lauren is president of Music City BBG.

T
welve BBYO teen leaders 
from Nashville were among 
the 4,000 Jewish youth who 
attended the recent BBYO 
International Convention 
in Baltimore, where they 

shared insights, met important Jewish 
thought leaders and philanthropists and 
helped break the Guiness World Record 
for the largest Shabbat dinner. 

“IC is one of the most amazing expe-
riences that a Jewish teen can have,” said 
Boaz Kelner, 17, a student Montgomery 
Bell Academy. “At IC you will learn from 

your peers as well as alumni of BBYO 
who are working in all sorts of fields. The 
opportunities here are endless and the 
memories magnificent.”      

For the second consecutive year, 
The Jim Joseph Foundation, Maimonides 
Fund, The Marcus Foundation, the 
Joseph and Harvey Meyerhoff Family 
Charitable Funds and The Schusterman 
Family Foundation hosted the Summit 
on Jewish Teens during the first 24 hours 
of convention. This year’s featured speak-
er was New York Times Commentator 
David Brooks. •

BBYO teens will host 
carnival for special 
needs kids as part of 
youth service day

N
ashville area Jewish teens 
will hold a carnival on 
Sunday, April 3 for kids 
ages 3-12 with special 
needs as part of J-Serve, 
the International Day of 

Jewish Youth Service. 
The event, from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at 

the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
will include games, art projects, snacks, 
music and dancing. The local J-Serve 
event is sponsored by the Nashville 
BBYO chapter, but Sheri Rosenberg, the 
local BBYO director, said teens don’t 
have to be members of the youth group 
to participate. 

“I am so excited for J-Serve this year,” 
Rosenberg said. “The teens are going to 
create such a fun carnival for these kids 
and their families. Everyone will be able to 
celebrate community together.” 

The Nashville project is one of more 
than 200 in which Jewish teens in grades 

6-12 will participate as they explore the 
values of gemilut chasidim (acts of loving 
kindness) tzedakah (charitable giving) 
and tikkun olam (repair of the world). For 
information about the Nashville event, 
contact Rosenberg at sherirosenberg@
bbyo.org or (615) 354-1659

Now in its 10th year, JServe is 
the Jewish service component of Youth 
Service America’s annual Global Youth 
Service Day and is a collaboration of 
BBYO and Repair the World. As many 
as 11,000 Jewish teens in 80 commu-
nities and 16 countries are expected to 
participate. 

J-Serve is underwritten by the Charles 
and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
and is supported by partner agencies 
Foundation for Jewish Camp, JCCA, 
Jewish Federations, Jewish Student 
Unions, Jewish Teen Funders Network, 
NCSY, NFTY, Rock the Vote, USY and 
Young Judea. •

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad in the Observer!



20 April 2016 The Observer

Wishing the Entire
Nashville Community

A Very Happy and Kosher Passover

From Linda and Jay Amsel
Michelle, Larry Kogan and Family

Stacy, Coby Hanai and Family

With huge avian population, Israel is a pilgrimage site for birders
By BEN SALES

HULA VALLEY, Israel (JTA) — 
Thousands of cranes sit in pairs in a field 
here, their outlines approaching the hori-
zon. Then, all at once, they take flight, a 
cloud of black-and-white filling the sky.

Shai Agmon isn’t interested in most 
of these birds. All he cares about is one 
pair near the front, slightly shorter than 
the rest. Most of the birds are common 
cranes, but these two are demoiselle 
cranes — a rare find in these parts.

“They can’t sleep in the desert 
and can’t stop in southern Israel,” said 
Agmon, director of the Hula Valley Avian 
Research Center for Keren Kayemeth 
L’Yisrael-Jewish National Fund (KKL-
JNF), which manages the valley’s bird-
watching park. “Here they have food and 
a safe place to rest.”

With 300 bird species passing 
through each year, the Hula Valley in 
northern Israel is one of the prime bird-
watching spots in a country that has 
gained a reputation as a mecca for bird-
watchers. With a location at the nexus of 
three continents, and a climatic diversity 
that ranges from arid desert in the south 
to a cooler mountainous region in the 
north, Israel draws about 500 million 
birds annually from 550 species. Though 
entire continent of North America is 
1,000 times Israel’s size, it sees barely 
twice as many species.

Israel’s unique geographic features – 
it is also one of the last green spots before 
the adjacent Sinai and Sahara deserts – 
has also made it a destination not only for 
birds but for people who live for the thrill 
of identifying a rare species perched on a 
branch or lake.

“The more I go see places in the 
world, the more I see how much richness 
of nature I have in Israel, and some of it 
is so close to home,” said Yuval Daks, a 
bird photographer for the Society for the 
Protection of Nature in Israel. “It’s hard 
to compete with the richness of Israel 
because we have so many climates. We 
have the desert, [Mount] Hermon.” 

For the estimated tens of thousands 
of birdwatchers who come to Israel 
every year, the must-see sites aren’t the 
Western Wall or Masada but rather the 
Hula Valley and the Eilat Birdwatching 
Park. Armed with telephoto lenses, bird-
watchers will wake up before dawn and 
drive for hours to find a species.

When they’re successful, the experi-
ence can be electrifying. Dan Alon, direc-
tor of the Israel Ornithological Center, 
recalled being overwhelmed the first time 

he encountered a flock of 200,000 honey 
buzzards in 1984. 

“It filled the sky,” Alon said. “You 
couldn’t see the sky. You can’t forget 
that. I love birds. I love this world. I find 
new things all the time.”

The Hula Valley became a prime 
birdwatching spot by accident. Drained 
of its swamps in the 1950s, the valley 
was re-flooded four decades later when 
KKL-JNF realized the drainage had dam-
aged the local ecosystem. Farmers began 
planting corn and peanuts in the newly 
re-moistened soil — exactly the crops 
cranes like to eat.

It wasn’t long before 30,000 cranes 
stayed there every winter, feasting on the 
crops and sleeping perched in an artificial 
lake. Now, to protect the farmers’ liveli-
hood, the government feeds the cranes up 
to eight tons of corn a day.

KKL-JNF is setting up six birdwatching 
parks throughout Israel in an effort to draw 
birdwatchers to sites across the country. 
Every year the society holds Champions of 
the Flyway in Eilat, in which international 
teams compete to see how many different 
species they can spot in one day.

 “We’re not going to manage nature,” 
said Yaron Charka, KKL-JNF’s chief orni-
thologist. “The most important thing is 
that there will be interesting birds that 
come here naturally.”

Some of Israel’s birdwatchers have 
done more than just look at the winged 
creatures. Yossi Leshem, director of the 
Israel-based International Center for the 
Study of Bird Migration, set up a radar sys-
tem that detects bird migration patterns to 
avoid crashes that could down military jets. 
Leshem pioneered the use of mice-eating 
birds like kestrels and barn owls as a means 
of pest control. And he has helped Israeli 
schoolchildren learn geography by studying 
bird migration patterns.

“What’s important to me is to preserve 
nature,” Leshem said. “So I looked for some 
applied area that’s not just theoretical.”

Some birdwatchers, however, prefer 
Israeli activists to leave the country’s 
avian ecosystem as is. Clive Bramham, 
an avid American birdwatcher who lives 
in Norway, has visited Israel twice — in 
2002 and a decade later. The first visit, 
with less infrastructure and fewer crowds, 
was more pleasant.

“You want access, but you want the 
real experience,” Bramham said. “The 
Hula was exciting, [but] I would not go 
there on a Saturday. I would not do that 
again. There’s more traffic on the week-
end. If you really want to see the birds, 
get there early.” •

Thousands of common cranes take flight in Israel’s Hula Vally. (Photo by Ben Sales) 
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We will be highlighting health, 
wellness and beauty issues.

We know that you will want to be 
included in this issue. Advertisers who 
contract a 1/8 page ad or larger can 
contact us for inclusion in articles 
pertaining to your business. 

Deadline for ads is April 15, 2016
Contact: Carrie Mills, 
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615-354-1699
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“I’ve been very happy with the results 
of advertising in the Observer.”

Dr. Jim Kirkconnell
Bellevue Eye Center

New Pew study finds sharp divide 
between secular and religious Israelis 

N
early 70 years after the 
establishment of the 
modern State of Israel, 
its Jewish population 
remains united behind 
the idea that Israel is 

a homeland for the Jewish people and a 
necessary refuge from rising anti-Semi-
tism around the globe. 

But alongside unifying themes, a new 
study by the Pew Research Center also 
describes a “deep gulf” between religious 
and secular Israelis over political values 
and the role of religion in public life. 
While they share some traditions and live 
together in a small country, the study said 
that “highly religious and secular Jews 
inhabit largely separate social worlds, 
with relatively few close friends and little 
intermarriage outside their own groups.”

Coming three years after a similar 
Pew study of American Jews, the new 
study also reveals important differenc-
es between U.S. Jews and those in 
Israel, which together account for more 
than 80 percent of the world’s Jewish 
population. On the whole, American 
Jews are less religiously observant, more 
liberal politically and more optimistic 
about finding a solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. 

The study, which was released on 
March 8, is based on 5,600 interviews 
with Israelis, both Jewish and Arab, 
between October 2014 and May 2015. 
It has a margin of error of 2.9 percent on 
questions asked of Jews and 5.6 percent 
for those asked of non-Jews.

Israel is 81 percent Jewish and 19 
percent non-Jewish, according to the 
survey. Among the Jews, about half iden-
tify as secular (Hiloni) and half with 
one of three religious groups: 29 percent 
traditional (Mastori),13 percent religious 
Zionists (Dati), and 9 percent ultra-Or-
thodox (haredi).

These religious divisions “are reflect-
ed in starkly contrasting positions on 
many public policy questions, including 
marriage, divorce, religious conversion, 
military conscription, gender segregation 
and public transportation,” according to 
the study’s overview. “Overwhelmingly, 
Haredi and Dati Jews (both generally 
considered Orthodox) express the view 
that Israel’s government should promote 
religious beliefs and values, while secular 
Jews strongly favor separation of religion 
from government policy.”

The Pew study is available online 
at http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/08/
israels-religiously-divided-society/. Some 
of its major findings include:

Nearly half of Jewish-Israelis 
want Israel to be Arab-free.

Forty-eight percent of Jewish-Israelis 

agreed or strongly agreed with the state-
ment: “Arabs should be expelled or 
transferred from Israel.” Slightly fewer 
(46 percent) disagreed or strongly dis-
agreed.

As might be expected, support for 
removal of Arabs comes largely from 
right-wing Israelis. Almost three-quar-
ters (72 percent) of self-identified right-
wing Jews agreed that Arabs should leave 
Israel, as did 71 percent of religious 
Zionists and 59 percent of the haredi 
Orthodox. Among left-wing Jews, 10 
percent said yes to forcible transfer.

Most non-Jewish Israelis don’t 
think Israel can survive as both 
a Jewish state and a democracy. 

Sixty-three percent of Arab Israelis 
– including 64 percent of Muslims, 72 
percent of Christians and 58 percent 
of Druze – answered no when asked if 
Israel can be both a Jewish state and a 
democracy. 

This does not mean, however, that 
non-Jewish Israelis are secularists. More 
than half of both Christian and Muslim 
Israelis favor applying their own religious 
laws to their communities.

Jewish-Israelis are less liberal 
politically than Jewish- Americans.

While nearly half of Jewish-
Americans call themselves “liberal,” 
according to a recent Pew survey of 
American religion, the figure for left-
wing Jewish-Israelis is just 8 percent. 
More than one-third of Jewish-Israelis 
say they are right-wing, compared to just 
19 percent of Jewish-Americans who 
called themselves conservative in Pew’s 
2013 study.

Those differences are particu-
larly apparent with respect to Israeli-
Palestinian relations. Sixty-one percent 
of Jewish-Americans say “Israel and an 
independent Palestinian state can coex-
ist peacefully,” according to Pew’s 2013 
survey of American Jews, while only 43 
percent of Jewish-Israelis feel similarly. 
Sixty-one percent of Jewish-Israelis say 
God gave Israel to the Jews, including  51 
percent of non-Orthodox Israelis. Only 
40 percent of Jewish-Americans agree. A 
plurality of Jewish-Israelis (42 percent) 
believes that settlements make Israel 
more secure as opposed to just 17 percent 
of Jewish-Americans.

Israeli Jews are more religious 
than American Jews.

Israelis vary widely in their religious 
observance. Most religious Israelis pray 
daily, while their secular counterparts 
can go years without setting foot in a 
synagogue. Overall, however, Israeli Jews 

are more religious in terms of belief and 
observance. 

For instance, more than a quarter of 
Israelis attend weekly services compared 
to about one-tenth of their American 
counterparts. Half of Jewish-Israelis 
believe in God with absolute certain-
ty compared to one-third of Jewish-
Americans, and nearly half of Jewish-
Israelis don’t handle money on Shabbat, 
while almost all Jewish-Americans do.

What’s more, some Jewish religious 
customs have gained something akin to 
a consensus following in Israel, even 
among those who call themselves sec-
ular. Nearly all Jewish-Israelis attend a 
Passover seder, for example, and almost 
two-thirds keep a kosher home, including 
one-third of secular Israelis. By contrast, 
only 22 percent of Jewish-Americans 
keep a kosher kitchen. 

Israel is getting more religious 
— but less Jewish.

Israel’s short history has been punc-
tuated by successive waves of Jewish 
immigration from around the world, but 
even with those millions of newcomers, 
the country is proportionally less Jewish 
than when it was founded.

 In 1949, Israel was 86 percent Jewish 
and 13 percent Arab. Now it’s 81 percent 
Jewish and 19 percent Arab.

Meanwhile, Israel’s Jews are becom-
ing proportionally more observant. 
Between 2002 and 2013, the percentage 
of Jewish-Israelis older than 20 who are 
Orthodox grew from 16 percent to 19 

percent, according to the Israeli Social 
Survey. Haredi Israelis have far more 
children than secular Jews – 91 percent 
have more than three children, while 
half of secular Jews have two or less. More 
than a quarter of haredi families (28 per-
cent) have at least seven children.

When it comes to religion, 
Arab-Israelis look more like the 
Orthodox than secular Jews.

Political analysts often group Arab-
Israelis with secular left-wing Israelis 
due to their similar political lean-
ings. But in terms of attitudes toward 
religion, Arab-Israelis look more like 
Israel’s Orthodox Jews.

A solid majority of Muslims and 
Christians in Israel say religion is “very 
important” to them, compared to just 2 
percent of secular Jews. Forty-five per-
cent of the Muslims say being Muslim is 
mostly about religion — similar to the 
52 percent of religious Zionists who see 
Judaism as mostly about religion.

Similar percentages of Muslims and 
religious Zionists pray daily. And simi-
lar percentages of Muslims and haredim 
believe in God with absolute certainty. 
Nearly half of Muslims attend mosque 
weekly — fewer than the solid majorities 
of the Orthodox Jews in Israeli who go to 
synagogue every week, but far above the 
low rates of non-Orthodox attendance. •

This story was compiled from reports 
by the Pew Research Center and the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. 
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Special Report: Enabling the Disabled

TEL AVIV (JTA) — After a missile 
strike during the 1973 Yom Kippur War 
left Omer Zur’s father paralyzed from the 
chest down, his dad vowed to continue 
life as normal. But there was one Israeli 
pastime he couldn’t enjoy: hiking.

“He’d say, ‘I’ll go in the car and meet 
you on the other side,’” said Zur, a certi-
fied Israeli tour guide. “I said, ‘Why can’t 
he do this with us?’”

In 2008, Zur decided that he and 
his father would complete a 300-mile 
trek in southern Turkey. With the help 
of dozens of friends who joined them on 
segments of the hike, Zur and his father 
were able to complete the trail, sleep in 
tents and cook meals over an open fire.

The hike sparked Paratrek, a startup 
Zur founded in 2014 that aims to make 
hiking accessible to people with paraple-
gia by outfitting wheelchairs with acces-
sories that enable them to travel over 
rough terrain.

The company is one of several start-
ups focused on improving the lives of the 
nearly 1 million Israelis with disabilities.

A3I is a startup accelerator run by 
PresenTense, which fosters social 
entrepreneurship.  Housed at Beit Issie 
Shapiro, an Israeli advocacy organization 
for people with disabilities, and backed 
by the Jewish Federation of Greater Los 
Angeles, A31  has helped launch 22 
disability projects in the past two years. 
Tikkun Olam Makers, a three-day com-
petition where tech entrepreneurs design 
projects for people with disabilities, had 
three events in Israel in 2014 and 2015.

“We very much think one of the miss-

ing approaches in the world of disability is 
the entrepreneurial approach,” said Shira 
Ruderman, director of the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, which supports A3I. 
“We wanted to work with organizations 
that are not disability oriented.”

Here are five Israeli companies helped 
by A3I that are making the world more 
accessible to people with disabilities.

Paratrek
Zur and his co-founder, Ziv Demeter, 

saw no reason why people in wheelchairs 
should not enjoy a hike. So they outfitted 
a chair with oversize wheels, mountain 
bike-style tires and a wide rod in back 
for easier pushing. A U-shaped harness 
attached to the front allows it to be 
pulled like a rickshaw.

Zur and Demeter also act as hiking 
consultants. Understanding their clients’ 
physical limits and where they want 
to hike, the company can set up a trek 
and even join in to make sure all goes 
smoothly. The pair have set up hikes 

Israeli companies driving disability tech
across Israel as well as in France and, 
later this year, in Switzerland. They’re 
also looking into using rescue equipment 
to help people with disabilities climb 
mountainsides.

IC Touch
A pair of glasses normally would 

be useless to a blind person. But Zeev 
Zalevsky’s glasses don’t help you see what’s 
in front of you — they help you feel it. 

Zalevsky’s startup, IC Touch, makes 
glasses that take and process a picture 
before sending a signal to a set of tiny 
mirrors that are millimeters from the 
wearer’s eyes. The mirrors then send a set 
of vibrations to the cornea that make the 
cornea “feel” objects in the space around 
it. Instead of guiding themselves with a 
stick or a dog, Zalevsky says, blind peo-
ple can feel their surroundings with the 
glasses, even identifying objects up to a 
half-mile away.

“It’s like if you close your eyes and 
feel your surroundings with your finger-
tips, you can imagine what’s in front of 
you,” said Zalevsky, an engineering pro-
fessor at Bar-Ilan University. “Instead of 
reaching out in front of you, the picture 
comes to your head.”

Gemon 
The screen looks a little like the clas-

sic 1980s arcade game Frogger, in which 
an amphibian tries to cross a busy street. 
In this version, a red car has to maneuver 
through blue cars to reach an open lane — 
but instead of using buttons and a joystick, 
players move the car by raising a pole from 
one notch to the next. Sensors in each 
notch capture the motion and project the 
car’s progress on an iPad.

The game, the initial offering from 
the startup Gemon, helps strengthen the 
upper back of people with disabilities 
or those recovering from an injury. The 
company aims to “game-ify” rehabilita-
tion to relieve the tedium of staring at 
an exercise machine all day. Co-founders 
Tomer Yannay and Ohad Doron are also 
creating a sensor that can be attached to 
any workout machine to transform the 
exercise into a game. Eventually, Yannay 
says, the games could even appear in 
health clubs.

Easy Stroll
Adira was eight months pregnant 

and about to become a single mother, but 
she had a problem: She couldn’t take her 
baby for a walk.

Adira is in a wheelchair and can’t push 
a stroller. So she contacted Dana Yichye-
Shwachman, who works for Jonathan Bar-
Or Industrial Design. Yichye-Shwachman 
responded with Easy Stroll, an aluminum 
attachment to the wheelchair’s footboard 
that latches on to a stroller. 

Yichye-Shwachman posted a video 
of the product online and received 30 
emails for new orders. She is now creat-
ing a prototype that will fit a variety of 
wheelchairs and strollers.

Siman Shenagish
Few children have to accompany 

their parents to the bank and explain to 
them that their account is in overdraft. 
But for Tal Bousidan, days like that 
were routine.

Bousidan was born to two deaf par-
ents. With sign-language interpreters in 
short supply in Israel, he would fill the role 
for his parents, explaining to them what 
bank tellers and shop clerks were unable 
to communicate on their own. Now a 
professional sign-language interpreter, 
Bousidan has created a startup that pro-
vides instantaneous Hebrew sign-language 
translation via tablet computers.

The startup, Siman Shenagish — 
Hebrew for “accessible sign” — has a pilot 
running at a health clinic in the southern 
city of Ashkelon. Deaf patients tap on the 
iPad, and a full-time translator appears on 
the screen ready to translate for the doctor. 
The startup has plans to expand to Tel 
Aviv, and Bousidan hopes to provide trans-
lation in other languages in the future. •

The Israeli startup Paratrek created an 
augmented wheelchair that allows people 
with paraplegia to go on hikes. (Photo courtesy 

of Paratrek)

Enabling the Disabled is a special report 
for Jewish Disability Awareness and In-
clusion Month by the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency in partnership with the Ruder-
man Family Foundation. Guided by Jew-
ish values, the foundation advocates for 
and advances the inclusion of people with 
disabilities throughout the Jewish commu-
nity. To learn more, visit their website at 
www.rudermanfoundation.org.

Learn more about the
 Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org
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Occupation Explanation
By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Manageable • Solution on page 24

34. Jewish priest
35. Horne in Lumet’s “The Wiz”
36. And others (as often seen in crosswords)
37. Billy Joel’s “___ to Extremes”
38. Job for a Beit Din
41. Echad, to Jose
42. Jonah or Joel
44. They’re filled before Shabbat
45. Director Meyers
47. Judges Jerusalem real estate
49. Plants the kibbutz field again
50. ___ essen
51. Son of 54-Down

52. Player of Wilpon’s who’s now banned 
for life

54. Broke a fast
55. Indiana Jones femme fatale 

Schneider
59. “___ of Adaline” (2015 Harrison 

Ford film)
60. Job for a Baal Koreh
64. The Dead Sea, compared to every-

where else
65. A Coen brother
66. Talmud option
67. Nissuin needs?
68. Busha
69. “Night ___” (Winkler/Keaton film)

Down
1. Result of a Crystal crack?
2. Part of Syria, in the Torah
3. Celine Dion’s “If You Asked ___” 

(written by Diane Warren)
4. ___ quarterback, objective for Kraft’s 

linebackers
5. 8 Av dipping
6. Like an on duty Givati member
7. Kirk: “___ me up, Scotty”
8. Net fig. for Itzhak Stern
9. Tac go with (mint that has a kosher 

symbol in Israel)
10. Make like Moshe to Joseph’s remains
11. Job for a cantor
12. State where Bernie narrowly lost to 

Hillary

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

Design and Renovation
Move Management

Downsizing and Organizing

Sara Beth Warne • 615.330.9918
www.AgingInPlaceServices.net

Across
1. Hanging hand, in some homes
6. Make like Moses after the Golden 

Calf was destroyed
11. What the Pres. on Eric Roth’s 

“House of Cards” (and in real life) 
drags on occasion

14. Physics for Einstein and biology for 
Salk (Fields)

15. Alternative version of a Gad Elbaz 
song, e.g.

16. Albert Brooks’ unhatched ones in 
“Finding Nemo”

17. Job for a shadchan
19. Unclean (night) bird
20. How things run at the end of 

“Blazing Saddles”
21. Band with a song about Andy 

Kaufman
22. Nazi ship
24. Screen spot for Hebrew National
26. (Fictional) Master of the Universe
28. Words said many, many times on 

Yom Kippur
31. Sport of 52-Across

Support Our 

Advertisers!

Let them know 
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in the Observer!

Happy 
Passover

13. Moolah
18. What the suspicious smell (that isn’t 

kosher)
23. Movie title character (that isn’t 

kosher)
25. Kvetch, perhaps
26. Makes like Haman?
27. Uncle of Judah
28. Great rabbi killed by the Romans
29. Cats and Giants symbols
30. Job for a gabbai
31. Cholent part
32. “Ivanhoe” weapon
33. Name often yelled by Ari Gold
35. Davidic instruments
39. Deceptive ploy (like David pretend-

ing to be crazy)
40. Israel news site
43. Head in yiddish (var.)
46. Worshipped tree, long ago
48. Makes like King Saul to Agag
49. Eilat has one
51. Actress Yael of “Orange is the New 

Black”
52. Dan, Gad, and Job, e.g.
53. Harold (Ramis) in “Ghostbusters”
54. See 51-Across
56. Half of a feared biblical duo
57. Freudian concern
58. Opening to the Timna mine
61. Biblical verb ending
62. “Mazel tov!” (similar cry upon fin-

ishing a tough puzzle)
63. Employer of Mike Wallace
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Crossword solution

lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Ryan Penson will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitzvah
at 11 a.m. on April 2 
at The Temple. Ryan 
was born in Seoul, 
South Korea on April 
24, 2003. His parents 
are Jennifer and David 
Penson and his grand-
parents are Ruth and 
James Penson of Los Angeles, Susan 
Berenson of Armonk, NY and Richard 
Berenson of Naples, FL.

Ryan is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville. He 
enjoys baseball, soccer, golf, and hanging 
out with friends.

For his mitzvah project, Ryan raised 
money and gathered donations of toys 
for the Nashville Humane Society.

Jacob Friedman will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitzvah
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 2 at Congregation 
Micah. He is the son 
of Doug and Paula 
Friedman and the 
grandson of Joyce and 
the late John McGrath, 
Carol Friedman, and 
Elke and the late Robert 
Friedman. 

Jacob is in the eight grade at H.G. 
Hill Middle School and participates in 
baseball and basketball leagues.  Next 
year he will attend Hillwood High 
School in the honors programs.

His social action project is the 
Bellevue Food Bank, and he requests that 
non-perishable food items be brought to 
Congregation Micah for donation.

Macey Goorevich
will be called to the 
Torah as a bat mitzvah
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 9 at Congregation 
Micah. She is the 
daughter of Michael and 
Kelly Goorevich, and 
wise and patient older 
sister to Lilly. Macey’s 
proud grandparents are 
Michael and Judy Babat and Samuel and 
Jane Goorevich, both of Buffalo, NY.

Macey is a sixth grader at The 
Ensworth School. In addition to her 
outstanding academic achievements, 
Macey is an active member of the 
middle school student council, plays 
trumpet with the Ensworth jazz band, 
and plays volleyball, soccer, softball, 
and swims for the Tigers. Macey has a 
passion for books, and she is a foreign 
language “rock star,” pursuing Latin and 
Mandarin Chinese in school as well as 
in her spare time. Above all, she enjoys 
being with her family.

The process of becoming a bat mitz-
vah has opened a window of passion 
and interest in actively engaging Jewish 
learning. Macey’s mitzvah project is 
her leadership of Friday night Shabbat 
services at The Park Manor Senior 
Lifestyle Community. This project not 
only makes is possible for community 
members to observe Shabbat, but has 
enriched a sense of connection between 
generations. 

Michael Sherman Gordon will be 
called to the Torah 
as a bar mitzvah at 11 
a.m. on April 16 at 
The Temple. Born in 
Nashville on April 4, 
2003, he is the son of 
Julie and Bob Gordon 
and the grandson of 
Pepi and Win Sandler of 
Tampa, FL and Bernice 
and Joel Gordon of 
Nashville.

Michael is in the seventh grade 
at University School of Nashville. He 
enjoys cross country, soccer, basketball, 
track, piano, reading, drawing, biking, 
travel and hanging out with friends.

For his mitzvah project, Michael 
has been organizing groups to collect 
and sort food for Second Harvest. He 
will also make a donation to help feed 
hungry kids.              

Gavin Blake Gordon will be called 
to the Torah as a bar 
mitzvah at 11 a.m. on 
April 16 at The Temple. 
Born in Nashville on 
Decc 11, 2002, he is the 
son of Gwen and Frank 
Gordon and the grand-
son of Bernice and Joel 
Gordon of Nashville 
and Roland and Tatjana 
Lukner of Nashville. 

Gavin is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville. He 
enjoys golf, biking, lacrosse, backyard 
science projects, Boy Scouts, reading and 
classic rock and roll.

For his mitzvah project, Gavin 
volunteered at and collected food for 
Second Harvest.                 

Noemi D. Miller will be called 
to the Torah as a bat 
mitzvah at 10: 1.m. on 
Saturday, April 30 at 
Congregation Micah. 
She is the daugh-
ter of Nathalie A. 
Debrauwere-Miller and 
Paul B. Miller, and 
the granddaughter of 
Micheline Debrauwere 
and the late Paul 
Debrauwere of Paris, France and Sarah 
and Milton P. Miller of Richmond, VA. 

Noemi is in 8th grade at Martin 
Luther King Jr. Magnet School and an 
avid swimmer, passionate pianist and 
saxophonist and bilingual enthusiast of 
literature written in French and English.  
She aspires to be a writer.  

Noemi’s mitzvah project is to work 
with abandoned animals at the Nashville 
Humane Society.  

      
Natalie Jordan Rittenberg will be 

called to the Torah 
as a bat mitzvah at 11 
a.m. on May 7 at The 
Temple. She was born 
in Nashville on April 
16, 2003. Her parents 
are Melissa and Edward 
Rittenberg and her 
grandparents are Jay 
and Barbara Rittenberg, 
Norman Cohen and the 
late Rebecca Cohen, and Terri Cohen.

Natalie is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville. She enjoys 
playing tennis, listening to music and 
spending time with her friends and family.

For her mitzvah project, Natalie has 
volunteered for Second Harvest and will 
be donating a portion of her Bat Mitzvah 
gifts to the organization.

Mazel Tov 
... to Marlene Eskind Moses, 

founding manager of MTR Family Law 
PLLC, who has been elected president 
of the International Academy of Family 
Lawyers (IAFL) USA Chapter. The 
IAFL is a worldwide association of prac-
ticing lawyers who are recognized by 
their peers as the most experienced and 
expert family law specialists in their 
respective countries; membership is by 
invitation. 

… to Akiva School students Joey 
Fried and Cole Strosberg, who won 2nd 
place and honorable mention respec-
tively in the sculpture and mixed media 
category (K-5 division) of the 2016 art 
competition sponsored by RAVSAK, a 
national network of Jewish days schools. 

Sympathy
… to the family of Ted Lipman, 89 

of Pulaski, TN, who died on Feb. 25 at 
his home. Ted was born July 4, 1926 in 
Brooklyn, NY to Harry J. and Mary May 
Lipman. He served in World War II as 
a member of the 9th Infantry Division 
and was awarded the Purple Heart. A 
graduate of Vanderbilt University, he 
operated and helped grow Denbo Scrap 
Materials to prominence in the scrap 
industry with his brother-in-law, Charles 
Denbo. In 2000 he became co-chair-
man of Tennessee Valley Recycling 
LLC. He served Giles County and the 
Pulaski community for many years as a 
member and chairman of the Industrial 
Development Group and was on the 
board of the Tennessee Association of 
Business. He was a trustee for Martin 
Methodist College in Pulaski, a charter 
member of Hillcrest Country Club and 
a member of the Pulaski Exchange Club 
for 63 years, the American Legion and 
VFW.

Ted is survived by his wife of 65 years, 
Dede Denbo Lipman; children Larry 
(Betty) Lipman of Pulaski and Marianne 
(Dr. Terry) Levenson of Conway, SC; 
grandchildren Eden Lipman and fiancé 
Joshua Weiss of Chattanooga, Jenna 
(David) Levine Queens, NY, Dr. Joshua 
B. (Dana) Levenson of Alpharetta, 
GA, and Dr. Tressa Levenson and 
finace Morgan White of Atlanta, and 
great-grandson, Maddox Levenson. He 
was preceded in death by his brother, 
William Lipman of Long Island, NY. 
Graveside services were on Feb. 28, at 
The Temple Cemetery.

… to the family of Leonard Gus 
Greenfield, 98, who died on Feb. 28. 
He was born in Shreveport, LA on July 
12, 1917. Weighing just 1.5 pounds, he 
was not expected to live; his longevity 
was a surprise to him and a tremendous 
blessing to all who knew this gentle man.

After serving his country in WWII 
with the 8th Air Force, he returned 
stateside and married Shirley Tobin 
Cross, a war widow with two young sons, 
Jonathan and Mark. Leonard adopted 
them, and later the couple had two more 
children, Julie and Barden. Leonard 
graduated from New York University. 
He worked in the garment industry in 
New York; later he worked for H. I. 
Siegel in Dickson, TN (14 years) as 
well as Noel Industries in Ruleville, MS. 
Upon retirement, the couple resided in 
Nashville, most recently at Mary Queen 
of Angels.

Throughout his life, Leonard was 
the consummate servant, always plac-
ing others first. He was active with the 
American Heart Association and the 

Council of Mental Health in Dickson 
County. Rotary International award-
ed Leonard the Paul Harris Fellow for 
his lifetime service. During retirement, 
Leonard became a volunteer at St. 
Thomas Hospital, participated in Torah 
Study at The Temple, and took painting 
lessons with Hazel King at Centennial 
Art Center. His willing hands and his 
loving heart have touched countless 
people in Middle Tennessee.

Leonard is survived by his wife of 
69 years, Shirley, and four children, 
Dr. Jonathan and Heather Greenfield, 
Dr. Mark and Sandra Greenfield, Julie 
and Dr. Robert Neaderthal, Dr. Barden 
and Allison Greenfield, as well as six 
grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
Memorial Service were on March 2 at 
The Temple. Donations may be made 
to Alive Hospice, 1718 Patterson St., 
Nashville, TN 37203; The Temple 
Golden Agers Fund, 5015 Harding Road, 
Nashville, TN 37205, or Jewish Family 
Service Helping Hands, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd, Nashville, TN 37205.

… the family of Mandi Preston 
Parl, 33, of Nashville, who died on 
March 4. Born August 11, 1982, she is 
survived by her husband Eric Parl, her 
father Gary Preston, her mother Gail 
Biener Wales, her brother Sean Preston, 
her stepfather Mike Wales, her many 
aunts, uncles and cousins who loved her 
dearly, and many great loyal friends. 

An accomplished attorney, Mandi 
attended University School of Nashville 
and graduated from Father Ryan High 
School;. She went on to obtain a business 
degree from the University of Maryland 
and a law degree from the University of 
Memphis.

Mandi will always be remembered 
for her beauty, loyalty, strong spirit, 
determination, kindness, brilliance, love 
of travel, love of all things food and 
the love she gave to all her family and 
friends. She had an incredible sense 
of humor and unbelievable smile that 
would light up any room. She lived every 
moment of life to the fullest and will also 
be remembered for her vivaciousness and 
passion for life. No one who met Mandi 
could forget her infectious enthusiasm 
that inspired everyone. Mandi was one of 
the kindest people you could ever meet. 
She opened her heart and her home 
to everyone. She will be greatly missed 
and cherished forever. Services were 
on March 10 at the K.K.S.I. Cemetery. 
Donations can be made to CampJudaea.
org or ThistleFarms.org.

Ryan Penson 
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Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

around the town

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

GJCC looking for 
hosts for Israelis who 
will work at Camp 
Davis this summer 

The Gordon Jewish Community 
Center is seeking families to host visiting 
Israeli shlichim (emmisaries) who will be 
working as counselors this summer at the 
GJCC’s Camp Davis. 

“Hosting one of these visitors is a 
wonderful opportunity to bring a little 
piece of Israel into the home,” said Camp 
Davis Director Jack Simon. “Through 
the exchange of food, stories, and expe-
riences, families in our community are 
able to strengthen the bond between 
Nashville and the Jewish State.”

Typically a family will host an Israeli 
for one or two weeks, providing breakfast 
and dinner and transportation to and 
from camp each day, though it is also pos-
sible to arrange for other transportation.

“Many of the memories my family 
holds dear were made while hosting the 
shlichim for Camp Davis,” said Racehl 
Koch. “The transition from stranger to 
family member happens so quickly … 
and we’ve stayed in touch with every 
single one of them.”

Erin Coleman and her family hosted 
two shlichim last summer. “They instantly 
became a part of our family,” she said. 
“They played with our children, helped 
with the kitchen duties and even helped 
my kids with their Hebrew skills. Even 
after they left our home, we continued 
to stay in contact.”

Anyone interested in hosting this 
summer should contact Leeron Resnick 
at lresnick@gmail.com. 

 

New Jewish social 
justice group urges 
adoption of Insure 
Tennessee proposal

The Nashville Jewish Social Justice 
Roundtable (NJSJR) has taken its first 
stand in advocating for social justice in 
Tennessee. 

In a letter to Tennessee House 
Speaker Beth Harwell and copied to the 
Davidson County legislative delegation, 
the newly formed grass-roots organiza-
tion urged them to “take up Governor 
Haslam’s Insure Tennessee proposal in 
this legislative session.”

Insure Tennessee is a two-year pilot 
program to provide health care coverage 
to Tennesseans who currently do not 
have access to health insurance or have 
limited options. The program is designed 
to reward healthy behaviors, promote 
personal responsibility and incentivize 
preventative care and healthy choices. 
Efforts to implement the program state-
wide have been blocked in the state 
legislature for two years.

“This is a human, not a political 
issue,” said Irwin Venick, co-leader of 
NJSJR along with Avi Poster. “Nearly 
280,000 of the state’s most vulnerable 
working people and families are suffering 
for lack of medical care.”

The letter notes that “The Jewish 
tradition, grounded in the Hebrew Bible, 
teaches us that we cannot stand idly by 
as many of our neighbors are suffering 
… When working families have health 
insurance, parents can go to work, keep-
ing their jobs or starting new businesses, 
and they can ensure that their children 
can thrive and be successful.”

NJSJR announced its formation on 
Feb. 1. Jewish community members inter-
ested in joining NJSJR should contact Avi 
Poster or Irwin Venick at jsjrnashville@
gmail.com.

Hadassah plans 
advocacy training 
program in advance 
of Day in the District

The Nashville chapter of Hadassah 
will sponsor a program on next month 
called The Art of Advocacy in which 

Real Estate
Tel-Aviv Apartment Available 
for Short-term Rental
Hotels are notoriously expensive 
and offer few amenities. Instead, 
consider staying in a beautifully 
renovated 3-bedroom, 1.5 bath-
room, fully furnished apartment 
in the heart of Tel-Aviv.
• Air-conditioned, full eat-in 

kitchen
• Fabulous location – walking 

distance to Rabin Square, Basil Street Park HaYarkon and the beach
• Minutes from popular eateries
• Apartment equipped with laundry, TV, internet
• Lots of natural light with big windows in a quiet and safe neighborhood
For more information contact: Ur Barzel – 615.613.3184

Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Launch Your Travel Career with Expedia Cruiseshipcenters
Join Our Team Today!
Passion for travel, Flexible hours, Fun environment
7081 Hwy 70 S, Suite W, Nashville, TN 37221
629-202-8945

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”

participants will learn basic skills to be 
an effective advocate and practice advo-
cating in teams.  

Conducted by advocacy expert Erin 
Coleman, the program in preparation 
for Hadassah’s Day at the District in 
which members will meet with U.S. 
Rep. Jim Cooper to advocate for gender 
equality in medical research and women’s 
preventative healthcare. 

The program will take place 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 12  at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center.  Please RSVP to 
HadassahNashville@gmail.com by May 
7. For additional information, contact 
Coleman at erin.d.coleman@gmail.com.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING

OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE
K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep

Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 
Phone: 615-678-1927

OPTOMETRIST

DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS
JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, LPC/MHSP
Licensed Professional Counselor

Individual, Adolescent and Couples 
Counseling

For consultation please contact: 
615-473-4815

or Ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.) • 973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR

PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment

615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs

BLUE TONE MUSIC
Jewish Wedding Ceremonies

The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band
DJ Services. 615-352-6358

www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our
Professional Services 

Directory
Reach thousands of readers 
in the Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee area by taking 

advantage of this cost-effective 
way to reach a loyal 

repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,
Advertising Manager 

to place your professional listing.  
Phone 615-354-1699 

or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465



The Observer  April 2016 27    

THE POWER OF PICTURES
Early Soviet Photography and Film

Arkady Shaikhet. Express (detail), 1939. Gelatin silver print. Nailya Alexander Gallery, New York. Artwork © Estate of Arkady Shaikhet, courtesy of Nailya Alexander Gallery

This exhibition was organized by the Jewish Museum, New York. The Power of Pictures: 
Early Soviet Photography and Film is made possible by the Eugene and Emily Grant Family 
Foundation, The David Berg Foundation, the Andrew and Marina Lewin Foundation, the 
Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation, and the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation Exhibition Fund.

The Frist Center for the Visual Arts is supported in part by

The intersection of art and politics.

MARCH 11—JULY 4
DOWNTOWN NASHVILLE  

919 BROADWAY 

FRISTCENTER.ORG/POWEROFPICTURES



28 April 2016 The Observer

FIND THE THINGS YOU NEED FOR YOUR PASSOVER SEDER TABLE AT KROGER.

HAPPY 
PASSOVER

Kedem 
Sparkling 

Grape Juice
Select Varieties, 

25.4 fl oz

Manischewitz 
Gefilte Fish 
24 oz

Kosher 
Whole Cut 
Up Chicken
Fresh

Gold’s Pure
Horseradish
Select Varieties,
6 oz

Gefen 
Honey Bear
12 oz

Tabatchnick 
Soup
Select Varieties,
15 oz

Yehuda 
Memorial 
Candle
3 oz

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball Mix
4.5 oz

Lieber’s 
Potato Chips
Select Varieties, 
5 oz

Gefen 
Macaroons
10 oz

Romaine, 
Red or Green 
Leaf Lettuce

Lipton
Soup Mix
Select Varieties, 
4.09 oz

Gala, Fuji, 
Granny, 

Red or Golden 
Delicious 
Apples  
Lunchbox Size           

Kosher 
Boneless 
London Broil
Beef Round

Kedem 
Grape Juice

Select Varieties, 
64 fl oz

MAY YOU ENJOY THE TRADITIONS AND TOGETHERNESS OF THIS HOLIDAY

 Copyright ©2016 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors. 
Items and prices good at 4560 Harding Pike and 2131 Abbott Martin Road, Nashville, TN Kroger Stores today through Saturday, April 30, 2016.
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