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‘Violins’ composer blends Jewish mysticism, music
Leshnoff’s Symphony No. 4 premieres here

By KATHY CARLSON

A
udiences will hear 
instruments that sur-
vived the Holocaust 
sing with Jewish mysti-
cism when the Nashville 
Symphony presents its 

Violins of Hope performance this month. 
The Symphony performs with the 

Violins of Hope – restored instruments 
that Jewish musicians played during the 
Holocaust – from March 22-24, at the 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center. The 
program includes the world premiere 
of Jonathan Leshnoff’s Symphony No. 
4 “Heichalos,” which the Nashville 
Symphony commissioned in 2015.

“I’ve found my voice translating mys-
tical voices of ancient years into music,” 
Leshnoff said in a telephone interview. 
“…I find great comfort and inspiration to 
combine these two worlds.” He is Jewish, 
lives and works in Baltimore and is a 
professor of music at Towson University.

These vintage instruments – restored 
in Israel over many years by Amnon 
Weinstein and his son, Avshi – provide 
Leshnoff and the symphony’s musicians 

Jonathan Leshnoff

Federation invites survivors, families to special event
The Jewish Federation of Nashville invites Nashville-area Holocaust survivors 

and refugees, along with their families, to a special event and program to be held 
on April 12 at the Schermerhorn Symphony Center.

To ensure that your family receives an invitation, please contact Deborah 
Oleshansky, the Jewish Federation’s director of community relations, Deborah@
jewishnashville.org.

More about Violins of Hope on 
pages 4 and 5

Pressner, Smith 
to be honored at 
JFS Chesed Dinner,
page 3

Akiva’s Kids4Kids help turn an idea into a roof

W
hen Hurricane Maria ravaged Puerto 
Rico last September, students at 
Akiva School noticed. They learned 
how much help the island needed to 
rebuild after the devastation.

Teachers asked if anyone want-
ed to do something, and left the question open.

“We really wanted it to come from them,” said 
Akiva Principal Daniella Pressner.

Eight students, from different grade levels at the K-6 
school, independently came to her and said they wanted 
to help. They decided to get together and figure out what 
to do. They formed a club, called Kids4Kids. They held 
regular meetings and learned they wanted to focus on 
kids. They heard about an orphanage that was home to 
about 15 children and needed a new roof after the hur-
ricane damaged the old one. It would take about $1,000.

Kids joined in. The students hit on the idea of selling 
plastic bracelets to raise money. Sixth-grader Bela Hodes 
had seen similar bracelets at her sister’s bas mitzvah and 
she thought they would sell.

The bracelets were pop-
ular, and the students ben-
efited from good timing – 
events like Akiva’s Sukkah 
dinner and Grandparents 
Day that brought potential 
bracelet-buyers to the school. 

“They made their first 
$100 at the Sukkah dinner,” 

Pressner said. 
Kids kept selling bracelets – at synagogue, in their 

neighborhoods. When they were close to their $1,000 goal, 
fourth-grader Cole Strosberg wrote to Jewish Federation 
of Nashville Executive Director Mark Freedman and 
asked for a donation. Freedman said yes and helped the 
students reach their goal.

Cole and Bela talked enthusiastically about helping 
the orphanage, getting other Akiva students involved and 
working on new projects to help others.

“I feel like we’re really lucky,” Cole said.
Bela said, “We have a lot of freedom to do this.” •

an opportunity to truly meld music and 
spirituality. The Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee and the Nashville 
Symphony have collaborated with many 
other organizations across the city on the 
Violins of Hope arts project. 

More than 60 orchestras around the 
world have performed Leshnoff’s works 
in hundreds of orchestral concerts. He 
has received commissions from Carnegie 
Hall and from the Atlanta, Baltimore 
and Philadelphia orchestras as well as 
from the Nashville Symphony.

He’s excited to again work with 
the Nashville Symphony and Maestro 
Giancarlo Guerrero. In November of 
2016, the Nashville Symphony performed 
and recorded Leshnoff’s “Starburst,” a 
short orchestral opening work.

“It’s simply a wonderful orchestra,” 
he said of the Nashville Symphony. 
“Giancarlo truly cares and invests (in the 
music); he takes it to heart.”

The Nashville commission appealed 
to him because his music has centered 
around Jewish mystical themes, Leshnoff 
said. “It’s very moving because the Violins 
of Hope are a physical sign of the survival 
of the Jewish people. The title of the work 
relates to the spiritual source of how the 
Jews have stayed around for thousands 
of years, of the physical uniting with the 
spiritual. … When this opportunity was 
given to me it was just awesome.”

The symphony’s subtitle, Heichalos, 
“provides the key to this spiritual dimen-
sion,” author Thomas May has written in 
program notes for Symphony No. 4.

Continued on page 4

Welcoming with an 
Outstretched Arm: 
UNITED FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Community Relations Committee Seder
Tuesday, March 13

6PM | APPETIZERS
6:30PM | PROGRAM AND SEDER MEAL

GORDON JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
801 PERCY WARNER BLVD.

This event is free of charge and open to all 
interested in the pursuit of social justice.  

The Seder will be an opportunity to deepen and 
strengthen our bonds with our social justice partners.

CRC Seder Co-Chairs:  
Andrea Wolf Bernstein and Hilary Diskin

CRC Chair Ron Galbraith

RSVP by March 5 to www.jewishnashville.org\2018crcseder 
For more information, contact Deborah Oleshansky, 

CRC Director, at Deborah@jewishnashville.org.
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Have a joyous Passover. And share what it means to you.

#PassoverPublix
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Yom Hashoah Commemoration
Thursday, April 12   •   7pm

Schermerhorn Symphony Center
One Symphony Place

 
A brief Yom Hashoah Commemoration will be held immediately prior to the concert 

featuring Pinchas Zukerman.  Concert tickets will be required for entry. 
The Jewish Federation of Nashville has a limited number of tickets available for $25 each

and can be purchased at:  www.jewishnashville.org/april12
or by contacting Mark Freedman at 615-354-1660 or mark@jewishnashville.org

Pressner, Smith to be honored at JFS Chesed Dinner

D
aniella Pressner and Carol 
Smith are the recipients 
of Jewish Family Service’s 
2018 Chesed Award and 
will be honored at JFS’s 
annual fundraiser dinner 

on Thursday, April 26. 
Chesed is Hebrew for “loving kind-

ness,” and the Chesed Award is given 
each year to acknowledge the contribu-
tions the recipients have made to the 
Jewish and broader Nashville community 
and beyond.  

“Both Daniella and Carol live and 
breathe the essence of Chesed,” said 
JFS Executive Director Pam Kelner.  
“One of the aspects I love most about 
the Chesed Award is the opportunity to 
share with the entire community what 
our amazing honorees have done to 
impact the quality of life for so many in 
our community. We can all be inspired 
by their accomplishments.”

The Chesed Dinner will begin with 
a reception at 6:15 p.m. at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center with dinner 
following at 7 p.m. Tickets are $150 per 
person. For more information or to make 
reservations, contact Janet Parr at (615) 
356-4234.

Daniella Pressner, in her short 13 
years in Nashville, has made a tremen-
dous impact in its Jewish community.    
She believes deeply in the power of 
Jewish education and serves as the prin-
cipal of Akiva School, where she will 
assume the position of head of school 
this summer.   

Born in Jerusalem, Daniella grew up 
in Chicago and received her B.A. from 
Barnard College in Religion and Dance 

and her M.A. from Vanderbilt University 
in Jewish Studies. She also studied at 
the Drisha Institute in New York City, 
the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in 
Israel, and the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education. 

  Daniella currently serves on the 
board of the Jewish Middle School 
of Nashville. She is involved in the 
Collaborative for Spiritual Development 
at Columbia University and is a member 
of the Advanced Kollel Executive Track 
at Yeshivat Maharat.  

Daniella joined the JFS board in 
2006, one year after moving to Nashville, 
and quickly became inspired not only by 
its mission and purpose but by the peo-
ple involved.  In 2011 she became the 
youngest president in the agency’s 165-
year history and served on the board for a 
total of nine years.   

She credits much of her understand-
ing of strategy, mission, inspirational 
leadership, and board development to her 
experience at JFS.  Daniella continues 
to be actively involved with the agency, 
ready to lend her skills to advance JFS’s 
mission, most recently at the 2017 Chesed 
Dinner with writing, choreographing and 

directing a dramatic presentation of teen-
age girls who completed participation 
in one of JFS’s programs, Rosh Hodesh: 
It’s a Girl’s Thing!   Daniella has herself 
chaired multiple Chesed dinners and 
now JFS is thrilled to honor her with the 
2018 Chesed Award.

She is married to Rabbi Saul 
Strosberg of Congregation Sherith Israel 
where she is a constant source of inspira-
tion and demonstrates compassion and a 
deep commitment to community.  She 
is the proud mother of Cole, Amalia, 
Ravital, and Yedid.  

Carol Carney Smith is the fourth 
generation of her family to live in 
Nashville. Her parents were May Dell 
Tarkington Carney and Robert Carney. 
After graduating from Overton High 
School, Carol attended Smith College 
in Northampton, Mass. Earning a B.A. 
degree in mathematics, Carol worked 
in computer science in both financial 
and manufacturing environments in 
Chicago and Louisville. Twenty years 
after first leaving, Carol returned home 
to Nashville and began a new career as a 
community volunteer.

While serving as vice president of 
the National Council of Jewish Women, 
Nashville Section, Carol implemented 
the Silent Witness project, a traveling 
exhibit in conjunction with the YWCA, 
dealing with domestic violence. Carol 
served as co-president of NCJW during 
the Nashville Section’s Centennial 
Celebration. 

As a member of the Temple, Carol 
has served as a board member, chair 
of the Personnel Committee, co-chair 
of the Endowment Committee and 

most recently, took part in creating and 
co-chairing a new Leadership Temple 
program. In addition, Carol chaired the 
steering committee of the Boulevard Bolt 
raising money for agencies serving the 
homeless.

An admiration for the work of Jewish 
Family Service attracted Carol to become 
a member of the board. During her ten-
ure as President of the Board, Jewish 
Family Service initiated its first ever 
major fundraising event. Carol served 
as President when JFS honored the first 
Chesed recipients, Annette Eskind and 
Felicia Anchor, in 1995.   JFS is elated 
to bestow the Chesed honor upon Carol 
at the dinner she launched 23 years ago.  

Carol is an alumna of Leadership 
Nashville and has worked as interim 
director of Jewish Family Service in 
2009-2010 and as administrator of West 
End Synagogue.

Carol has been married to Roy 
Smith, her high school prom date, for 47 
years. They agree that their greatest joy 
comes from daughters Lindsay and Katie 
and four-year old granddaughter Chloe.

 The Chesed Dinner is the primary 
fundraiser for JFS, one of Nashville’s 
oldest social service agencies. Last year 
JFS served more than 1,700 individuals 
through its 18 services and programs in 
the areas of adoption, counseling, psy-
chotherapy, financial assistance, senior 
services, information and referral, and 
family life and community enrichment. 

For more information about JFS, con-
tact Kelner at (615) 354-1644 or visit the 
JFS web site at www.jfsnashville.org. •

Submitted by Jewish Family Service

Daniella Pressner Carol Smith
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher   Mark S. Freedman
Editor   Kathy Carlson
Advertising Manager   Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board  Frank Boehm (chair),  
 Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
 Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone   615/356-3242
Fax   615/352-0056
E-mail   kathy@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
23315334) is published monthly for $25 per 
year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c

Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction or 
clarification, call Editor Kathy Carlson 
at (615) 354-1653 or email her at kathy@
jewishnashville.org.    

Composer

K
risti Seehafer and Mary 
Kathryn Van Osdale are 
Nashville Symphony vio-
linists who will be perform-
ing from March 22-24 with 
the Violins of Hope. They 

also will perform on May 2 at a Lag 
Baomer concert at West End Synagogue.

We reached out to the Symphony for 
musicians’ thoughts on playing on one of 
the Violins of Hope, restored instruments 
played by Jews during the Holocaust. 
Here are responses to emailed questions 
from Seehafer and Van Osdale, edited for 
length. Read their full statements online 
at jewishobservernashville.org. 

Kristi Seehafer
First violin, member of 
Nashville Symphony 
since 1991

Do you have any 
personal or family 
stories about World 
War II and/or the 
Holocaust?

I don’t have any 
personal family stories 
of the Holocaust, as my 
family isn’t Jewish. But a large part of 
my parents’ generation was touched by 
the war. My father served in Europe, in 
communications because he could speak 
German. His brother-in-law died at the 
age of 21, somewhere in Europe as well. …  

I have very few family stories to talk 
about, because THEY never talked about 
it. It was only after my father’s death that 
my mom took out over 250 letters from 
my father that she had saved. … [W]
e gradually began to piece together just 
how horrific his experiences had been. 

One thing I am certain of. Because 
of my father’s experience, my home was 
filled with books about the war, and we 

Symphony musicians talk about performing with Violins of Hope

often watched TV shows about it. I have 
very early memories of knowing about the 
Holocaust because there were books in our 
home. My parents told me that I tried to 
read “The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich” 
in second grade for a book report. I read 
about the Treblinka uprising when I was 
about 10 years old. I don’t even remember 
learning about it, because it seems I just 
knew about it from such an early age. 

What does it mean to you to be 
playing instruments that Jewish musi-
cians played during the Holocaust? 

A friend of mine said it so eloquently, 
“Celebrate these people’s lives with those 
violins! I know it will be the best music 
heaven will hear!!”  At this point, I’m 
not sure how I will react. I can’t imagine 
what it must have been like to try to stay 
alive in those circumstances. When I play 
my recital in May, I’m simply going to 
focus on giving these instruments a voice, 
and thereby remembering the people who 
played them. I’m also hoping to educate 
anyone who has never heard of the Shoah, 
so that it can never happen again. … 

As the years go by, those survivors 

who actually experienced the Holocaust 
are passing away. The world, however, 
has not changed, and the human race is 
still capable of gruesome things. If play-
ing these violins can prevent even one 
atrocity toward another human being, 
then it will be worth it.

Mary Kathryn Van Osdale
First violin and concert-
master emerita; with 
Symphony since 1977 

I was a violin stu-
dent of Henry Meyer 
in the late 1970s 
at the Cincinnati 
Conservatory of Music. 
Henry Meyer was the 
second violinist of the 
famed Lasalle String 
Quartet, which was 
the resident string quartet at CCM. He 
was a survivor of concentration camps: 
Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald, Buna, 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Ohrdruf.

Henry Meyer was a true hero to me. 

Lag Baomer concert set for May 2
A chamber ensemble featuring Nashville Symphony musicians will perform 

works by composers whose lives and music help us explore the Jewish story of hope 
and redemption, even at challenging times. The concert, featuring music by Bartók, 
Brahms, Beethoven, Bloch and Gershwin, will take place on May 2 at West End 
Synagogue at 7 p.m.

Performers include Kristi Seehafer, violin; Mary Kathryn Van Osdale, violin; 
Hari Bernstein, viola; Kevin Bate, cello; Elena Bennett, piano; and Cantor Sarah 
Levine, vocals.

On the program : 
• Bartok, Romanian Folk Dances (arranged for violin and piano)
• Brahms, Violin Sonata in A Major, second movement
• Bloch, Abodah
• Gershwin, Love Walked In
• Laks, String Quartet No. 3, second movement
• Beethoven, String Quartet No. 15 in A Minor, third movement (Heiliger 

Dankgesang)
• Hatikvah

West End Synagogue is located at 3810 West End Ave. Phone: (615) 269-4592, 
www.westendsyn.org •

Kristi Seehafer

Mary Kathryn 
Van Osdale

To be able to survive such horrific condi-
tions and come out of it so positive is noth-
ing short of a miracle. He lost his entire 
family in the concentration camps and if it 
was not for a random act of kindness from a 
prison doctor tending to the inmates in the 
infirmary at Auschwitz, Henry would have 
been sent to the gas chamber. 

...The doctor recognized Henry as the 
gifted young violinist that he once saw 
perform in Breslau. The doctor quickly 
switched Meyer’s number card with that 
of a nearby corpse and carried the sick 
violinist to a corner and hid him there. 

Shortly after that Henry was trans-
ferred to Birkenau where he played in 
the orchestra. He survived several other 
camps ending in Ohrdruf (a small satel-
lite camp) in 1945 before, on the death 
march back to Buchenwald, he man-
aged along with three other prisoners 
to escape. He hid in the woods for over 
a week before he was able to flee to the 
American front as it approached.  

He spent the next three years in 
Paris before he was able to realize his 
dream of emigrating to the United States. 
He then received a scholarship to the 
Juilliard School of Music in 1948. …

He was such a remarkable human 
being. His passion for music was endless. 
He was also one of the most generous and 
honest teachers I ever had. …

From the Violins of Hope collection I 
have chosen to play on the Dresden violin 
because Henry was born there. Although 
I don’t think it is confirmed that he actu-
ally played on it, someone that suffered 
as he did played it. This is so important 
to me to be able to hold this instrument 
and feel how much it meant to the per-
son that played it in the camp. It is not 
about whether the instrument is a great 
sounding instrument. I hope to be able to 
feel the energy from that person. I hope I 
can convey as much joy playing it as that 
person felt when he or she played it. • 

Continued from page 1
Heichalos refers to “rooms” and the 

Heichalos Rabbasai is one of the old-
est written mystical works, May con-
tinued. May, quoting Leshnoff, says the 
Heichalos text describes “the way to 
attain a mystical encounter with the 
higher worlds.

“[T]he initiate meditates himself 
into ‘rooms,’ where he advances, room 
by room, to a communion with the 
Divine. The Rabbis who were qualified 
to teach and attempt this type of med-
itation have long ago ceased to walk 
the face of this Earth.” The symphony, 
Leshnoff says, is “a musical depiction 
of the initiate’s travels through these 
rooms.”

The Violins of Hope are promi-

nently featured in the second part of the 
symphony. 

The arrival of the Violins of Hope 
instruments in Nashville this month 
has been in the works for the past two 
years. The restored instruments provide 
a tangible means for the city to gain 
understanding into how people address 
injustice and hatred. 

Symphony musicians will choose 
which instruments they will play during 
the March 22-24 performances. On 
Monday, March 26, the instruments will 
be placed on exhibit through Memorial 
Day at the Nashville Public Library. 
There will be no charge to view the 
instruments. Additional Violins of Hope 
events have been scheduled across the 
city from March through June. •

Teens can make a difference 
at March 4 philanthropy event

J
ewish teens: Learn how to start 
your own fund to help people 
and causes that mean the most 
to you at a special afternoon 
event set for Sunday, March 4, 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Gordon 

Jewish Community Center. There’s 
food, games and more at the B’nai 
Tzedek event, sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Be 
there! •

The Jewish Observer is online at www.jewishobservernashville.org
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 ‘Violins of Hope’ inspires variety of arts explorations 

March
Continuing Exhibits 
Through May 6 – An Archaeologist’s Eye
The Parthenon
Drawings by Katherine Schwab addressing war, oppression

Through May 28 – Slavery, The Prison Industrial Complex 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
Photographs by Keith Calhoun and Chandra McCormick 

March 9-18 – Collections Highlight: A Holocaust Survivor’s Crate
Tennessee State Museum 
Display of wooden crate used to move one family’s possessions to Nashville 

after World War II. 

March 15 – Lunch & Learn: Mortimer May, a Tennessee Holocaust Hero 
Tennessee State Museum
Jack May speaks about uncle’s legacy; discussion on survivor’s crate (above); 

livestreamed on museum’s Facebook page

March 16-17 – From the Ancient Valley 
Presented by Intersection 
A musical program inspired by Kurdish and Persian culture 

March 20 – Composers of Hope
Schermerhorn Symphony Center
Chamber music concert; free and open to public 

March 21: Interfaith Women’s Passover Seder 
Congregation Micah 
Free and open to the public 
 
March 22-24 – Guerrero Conducts the Violins of Hope 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
Featuring Giancarlo Guerrero and the Nashville Symphony 
 
Continuing Exhibit 
March 26-May 27 – Violins of Hope Exhibit 
Main Public Library 
Free and open to the public 
 
March 27 – Interfaith Concert  
Congregation Micah 
Free and open to the public 
 
March 29 – Chamber Music of Hope 
Ingram Hall, Blair School of Music 
Compositions from the Holocaust 

March 30 – Ancient Wars and Modern Conflicts
The Parthenon
Lecture about the effects of warfare on civilizations. Free.
 
Continuing Exhibit 
March 30-Oct. 7 – We Shall Overcome: Civil Rights and the Nashville Press, 

1957–1968 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
 
April 
April 6 – Nick Cave: Feat. Nashville 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
Free large-scale performance presented by Frist Center for the Visual Arts 

April 10 – The Sound of Silent Voices
Vanderbilt University Central Library
Ton Beau String Quartet performs music based on poetry written by children of 

the Holocaust. Free.

April 12 – Holocaust Remembrance Day 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration
 
April 12-14 – Bach, Mozart and Elgar 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
Featuring Pinchas Zukerman and the Nashville Symphony 

April 15 – Music in honor of Violins of Hope
Turner Recital Hall, Blair School of Music
Performed by violin students of Carolyn Huebl

April 18 – Yom Hazikaron Service
Featuring the “Yitzhak Rabin” violin, Gordon JCC, 6 p.m.

 

April 18 – Music of the Holocaust for Strings and Winds 
Blair School of Music 
Violist Dan Reinker with Nashville Symphony and Blair faculty musicians 
 
April 22 – Silenced Voices 
Blair School of Music 
Featuring violinist Sylvia Samis performing music written in concentration camps 

and ghettos 
 
April 25 – Voices of Hope: The Power of Music Part 1 – Lecture 
 Christ Church Cathedral 
The power of vocal music as an expression of hope. 
 
April 29 – Music and Film: Schindler’s List 
Blair School of Music 
Lecture and screening of Steven Spielberg’s 1993 film classic. 
 
May 
May 2 – Lag Baomer Concert
West End Synagogue
Featuring music by Bartok, Brahms, Beethoven, Bloch and Gershwin

May 2 – Voices of Hope: The Power of Music Part 2 – Concert  
Christ Church Cathedral 
With Portara, Nashville Children’s Choir and Nashville Concerto Orchestra 

Through May 6 – My Broken Doll: Scenes from a Survivor’s Memory
Main Public Library
Presented by Nashville Children’s Theatre

May 8 – The Return of the Violin
Nashville Public Library downtown, 7 p.m.
Film presented by Nashville Jewish Film Festival featuring violinist Joshua Bell 

about the return of the Huberman Stradivarius, stolen from musician who was 
a founder of Israel Philharmonic.

May 9 – Joshua Bell with the Nashville Symphony 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
Featuring Bruch’s First Violin Concerto 
 
May 10 – Anne Frank: A Living Voice 
The Temple 
Featuring Vox Grata Women’s Choir 
 
May 15 – Anne Frank: A Living Voice 
Ingram Hall, Blair School of Music 
Featuring Blair Children’s Chorus and Vox Grata Women’s Choir 
 
May 31-June 2 – Verdi’s Requiem 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
Featuring the Nashville Symphony and Chorus 
 

Information for this calendar is from the Violins of Hope web site, 
violinsofhopenashville.com. Check there for additional information and 
for additional events that may be added. 



Happy Birthday
Israel is turning 70!  Are you? 
Calling everyone born in 1948

 – we have a special honor for you!

Sunday, April 29
3-6 p.m.
Centennial Park

Contact Community 
Shlicha Sharon Ben Ami, 
sharon@jewishnashville.org
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Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
IN MEMORY OF THE MOTHERS OF LYNN AND DAVID BARTON:

HANNAH KAYSER PALMER AND FANNIE LEONE BARTON

Thursday, March 22, 2018

11:30am

At the Gordon Jewish Community Center

$10 per person

SEDER LED BY RABBI YITZCHOK TIECHTEL

Send reservations to Anna Sir

Jewish Family Service

801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103

Nashville, TN 37205

615.354.1686

helpinghands@jfsnashville.org

Open to seniors 

of all ages in the 

Nashville 
Jewish 

community.

Sharing With Sharon 

By SHARON BEN AMI
Community Shlicha

O
n January 27 we 
observed International 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day. I heard someone 
say that the 
H o l o c a u s t 

occurred less than a lifetime ago 
and it blew my mind. Although 
I already knew it, I never 
thought about it in these terms. 
Less than a lifetime ago means 
that the gap between then and 
today is small and the survivors 
living among us are the living, breathing 
proof to it and, even though sometimes 
it goes unnoticed, memorial days serve as 
a reminder to the community so that we 
can respect and cherish Holocaust survi-
vors and help pass their stories forward to 
the next and future generations. 

Since 1951, Israel commemorates 
Holocaust Memorial Day on a different 
date – the 27th of Nisan, which usually 
falls in April or May. This year it occurs 
on April 12. The date is set six days 
after Passover and seven days before 
the Memorial Day (Yom Hazikaron) for 
the fallen soldiers of the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) and terror attack victims. 
The proximity of the dates symboliz-
es and highlights the transition from 
Holocaust to revival.  

In Israel, we observe Holocaust 
Memorial Day with ceremonies in 
schools and public institutions in which 
we light torches, read poetry and testi-
monies of survivors, sing songs in mem-
ory of the victims, read Kaddish and a 
chapter of Psalms and of course stand 
during two full minutes of sirens wailing 
all around the country. We always end 
with the powerful words of our national 
anthem, “Hatikva,” that wraps it all with 
the words that tells the continued story 
of the Jewish people being persecuted 
and yearning to come back and build a 
safe home in the land of Israel. 

The Holocaust Memorial Day is 
embedded in the Israeli ethos as a part of 
Jewish and Israeli heritage. In addition 

to everything mentioned before, all of 
the TV channels are completely shut 
down except for covering Holocaust 
stories and news and there are different 
art shows around every town with free 
exhibitions and concerts by the best of 
Israeli artists to express in an artistic way 

the historical event.  
One of the programs is 

called Zikaron Basalon where 
individuals open their homes for 
the community and a Holocaust 
survivor who shares their testi-
mony with the host and their 
guests. Walking the Tel Aviv 
streets (and in other cities too), 

one could find handwritten notes with 
directions to a Zikaron Basalon event 
open to the community.

The Zikaron Basalon program has 
been in existence for the past seven 
years, engaging the participation of more 
than 750,000 adults and young adults 
in their communities. Amongst them I 
am proud to say was the Nashville com-
munity, which held a Zikaron Basalon 
event on January 27. The host was 
Adam Salzman, who opened his house 
to friends and relatives and giving the 
testimony was Kassiana Bateman, a 
Holocaust survivor living in Nashville, 
whom I located with the assistance of 
the executive director of the Tennessee 
Holocaust Commission, Danielle 
Kahane-Kaminsky. 

Having a chance to hear a live 
testimony from a survivor like Kassiana 
was truly a privilege. It allowed me and 
others to connect to the Holocaust on a 
personal level so that we will be able to 
tell our children and grandchildren that 
we personally knew someone who has 
suffered through it, especially in light of 
Holocaust deniers and revisionists who 
have resurfaced lately and would most 
likely resurface again and again. It is 
imperative that we carry the memory of 
six million Jews who have lost their lives 
so that it will not happen again. 

For more information about the pro-
gram and how to become a host, please 
contact me at sharon@jewishnashville.
org or call (615) 354-1632.

The right to remember 

Sharon Ben Ami
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Generations create Purim 
treats at Hadassah 
hamantaschen bake

A
t Hadassah Nashville’s 
annual Multigenerational 
Hamantaschen Bake, 
held at West End 
Synagogue this year, 
community Jews of all 

ages and varieties rolled, filled, and baked 
hamantaschen together. Hadassah pro-
vided the dough, the rollers, and plenty 
of flour, and each participant brought a 
kosher filling to share. Everyone received 

a box to take home, with many saved for 
West End’s Purim celebration.

The Multigenerational Hamentaschen 
Bake is organized by Hadassah, rotating 
to the different synagogues each year. 
Co-sponsors this year were PJ Library, 
NowGen, BBYO, and the hosting congre-
gation. Needless to say, a delicious time was 
had by all!

-Submitted by Leslie J. Klein

 

 

Learn how Nashvillians 
helped during Holocaust 
at museum event

I
n partnership with the arrival of 
the Violins of Hope project in 
Nashville, the Tennessee State 
Museum will feature a free pre-
sentation by Nashville native Jack 
May. He will speak on the heroism 

and legacy of his uncle, Mortimer May, a 
prominent business owner in Nashville 
who traveled to Europe in the 1930s to 
help Jews escape rising Nazi tyranny and 
anti-Semitism. 

The lunch-and-learn event at 
the Tennessee State Museum, titled 
“Mortimer May, a Tennessee Holocaust 
Hero,” takes place on Thursday, March 
15, at 12:15 p.m. The museum is in the 
Polk Center, 505 Deaderick Street, in 
downtown Nashville.

The event will also provide a special 
opportunity to view a Tennessee State 
Museum artifact connected with Jewish 
survivors’ immigration to Nashville: a 
crate belonging to the Srul Kapusta 
family, shipped from Czechoslovakia 
to the National Council of Jewish 
Women in Nashville after World War 
II. The Nashville chapter of the Council 
was one of many organizations across 
the country charged with resettling 
Holocaust refugees. 

Each refugee family received only 

one crate in this 
standard size for 
shipping belong-
ings to their new 
home. Few such 
crates have sur-
vived. An inter-
esting detail is the 
way “Naschwille/
Tenesse” is spelled 
on one side of the 
crate, according 
to the phonetics 
of the language 
spoken where the 
crate was packed and shipped.

Museum curator Candace J. Adelson, 
Ph.D., will be on hand to discuss the 
crate, which will be on display at the 
Museum from March 9 to 18.

The Museum’s Lunch & Learn series 
is a chance for participants to eat lunch 
while learning something about Tennessee 
history at the same time. Whether you 
bring your lunch in a brown bag or grab 
a sandwich from a nearby shop, bring 
it to the Museum and enjoy an inter-
esting talk while you eat. Each event 
will last about 30 minutes and include a 
question-and-answer session. There is no 
admission charge for the Museum. •

Mortimer May, 1961
COURTESY JACK MAY FAMILY 

ARCHIVES
Hamantaschen are tough to resist, as this photo of Amy Kammerman and friends 
demonstrates. 

Tennessee State Museum collections highlight: Holocaust survivors’ crate
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Jewish and LGBT: Living in two worlds
By ELLIS BRUSTIN

Editor’s note: Ellis, a senior at the 
Nashville School of the Arts, participated 
in the Nashville Jewish Federation’s Get 
Connected program in 2017 and wrote this 
essay to submit as part of the college appli-
cation process. 

H
ow does one live in 
two seemingly different 
worlds? My Jewish world 
is the essence of who 
I am. My LGBT world 
is a world that I can-

not deny. My admiration for the peo-
ple in these communities who spoke up 
and stood for their rights to freedom of 
expression inspires me daily. Today, my 

role in the Jewish and LGBT worlds is 
to bring these two distinct and unique 
communities, that on the surface have 
no relationship to each other, together, 
for the purpose of greater understanding.

In Tennessee, it is hard to find many 
Jewish people, let alone Jewish people my 
age. It is even more challenging to find 
Jews my age that care about being Jewish. 
Attending a public school in Nashville 
has forced me to own my Jewish identity 
in a way that I could never have imag-
ined. Being the one to speak up against 
anti-Semitism and educate teachers and 
peers is scary but necessary. Jewish tra-
dition teaches me to stand up for myself 
and for others and not to wait for some-
one else to step in. If there is an injustice, 
it is for me to do my part to fix it. The joy 

I get from being a part of this ancient tra-
dition is something I love to share with 
others. Whether it is inviting friends over 
to experience my holidays, bringing tra-
ditional foods to school to offer to people 
who have never tasted it, or teaching my 
peers some Hebrew phrases, I wouldn’t 
trade being part of this less than 0.2% of 
the world’s population.

When I began questioning my sex-
uality in my freshman year and then 
gender in sophomore year, I found a 
place where I belonged. It was in the 
LGBT community. Eventually, but not 
surprisingly, many of my friends came 
out as some form of LGBT. Without 
even trying, I had made a community of 
people who would love and accept me 
for whoever I was. Currently, I identify 

as queer and transgender/nonbinary and 
feel the best I have felt about myself in 
a long time.

‘I am a resource 
for my school and 

my community and 
I want to continue 

to bring greater
 understanding to people 

everywhere.’
The people who I have met through 

this community give me enormous 
strength and hope. Just as I have learned 
about the struggles of the Jewish peo-
ple, I have learned about the struggles 
of LGBT. Although many people have 
tried to silence us, we stand stronger than 
ever. I am lucky to be alive in a time 
when being gay is much more accepted. 
Many people sacrificed and died for the 
right of both of my communities to exist. 
Resiliency is a quality I admire and strive 
for because of the inspiration I receive 
from those that have walked this path 
before me.

I have learned to accept that I am an 
anomaly. In my high school, I am the sole 
Jewish transgender student. In my youth 
group and travels to Israel, I was also the 
only Jewish gender non-conforming per-
son. Living in a southern community, it 
can be particularly challenging to bring 
this understanding and awareness to the 
people in my school. Anti-Semitism, 
homophobia, and transphobia are ram-
pant here.  I am a resource for my school 
and my community and I want to contin-
ue to bring greater understanding to peo-
ple everywhere. When I enter college, I 
will help spread acceptance and encour-
age people to be true to themselves. I 
have learned to speak up even when I 
am scared and I will help others to do the 
same. Educating others and inviting them 
to ask me questions is an important step 
in normalizing being LGBT and clearing 
up misconceptions about Judaism. By 
participating in various activities and 
finding common ground, I help others 
become more compassionate, empathetic 
and accepting through getting to know 
me. Education about my communities is 
still needed and I know that my passion 
and commitment will make a difference 
at any campus and community I join. •

Guest column

Submission Policy
The Observer accepts original opin-
ion pieces and letters from Nashville 
area residents on topics of interest 
to the Jewish community as long 
as they have not been published 
or submitted for publication else-
where. Submissions should be sent 
by the 15th of the month prior to 
publication to Editor Kathy Carlson 
at kathy@jewishnashville.org or 801 
Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 
37205. The Observer reserves the 
right to edit all submissions for clari-
ty, length and style. 
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Passover 2018 
In nashvIlle

Chabad of Nashville
95 Bellevue Road

Friday, March 30: First Night Seder
“A Cliff Notes Family-Friendly Seder” will start at 7 p.m. This will be an interac-

tive family Seder, a warm, fun and thought-provoking event, which includes a Passover 
experience in a royal setting, with an elegant royal dinner.

Saturday, March 31: Second Night Seder
“A Chassidic Seder for the Inquisitive Mind,” beginning at 8 p.m. This will be a 

full Chassidic Seder with many insights to the Haggadah and various Chassidic tales 
and melodies, and a traditional Seder feast. This Seder will delve into the deeper mean-
ing and dimensions to the Passover Exodus.

Both seders will take place in the Bernard Ballroom at the Genesis Campus for 
Jewish Life, 95 Bellevue Road, and will be catered by one of Nashville’s premier chefs. 

Reservation for each seder is $55 per person age 10 and up, $35 per child ages 4-9; chil-
dren age 3 and under are free, if reserved by March 13. RSVP at www.chabadnashville.com.

Chabad will also be offering free gift boxes of shmurah matzah, the traditional 
hand-made round matzah, for all who would like to celebrate Passover with the ancient 
biblical matzah. Please call Chabad at (615) 646-5750 if you are interested. 

Tuesday, April 7: Moshiach Seudah
Passover begins with a meal and now ends with a meal. On the last night of 

Passover, at 6:45 p.m., Chabad will host the Moshiach Seudah (the Messiah’s meal). 
Instituted by the Baal Shem Tov 300 years ago, the traditional Moshiach’s meal is 
dedicated to the coming of Moshiach. Since then Jews throughout the world come 
together on the last day of Pesach to celebrate this unique custom. Moshiach Seudah 
includes the eating of matzah and the consumption of four glasses of wine, toasting to 
a futuristic era of redemption. 

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com

CoNgregatioN MiCah
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.

Reform

Wednesday, March 21: Women’s Interfaith Seder with Violins of Hope
This special Seder will take place from 7-9 p.m. It will celebrate diversity, inclusion 

and freedom for all women. Join us as we welcome speaker Assi Weinstein and the 
women of Thistle Farms, who will be selling their products. RSVP before March 16 via 
our Events page. 

Friday, March 30: First Night of Passover 
This year’s First Night Passover Seder and Shabbat Experience will begin at 6 

p.m. Dinner includes a full celebratory meal, including all the traditional Passover 
trimmings. Each family should bring their own Seder plate or they can purchase one 
from Congregation Micah for $5. Early-bird pricing available until March 19. RSVP 
and purchase tickets on our Events page.

CoNgregatioN sherith israel 
3600 West End Ave. 

Modern Orthodox

Friday, March 30: First Night Seder
This community Seder is hosted by Rabbi Saul and family and starts at 7:30 p.m. 

SOVA Catering is preparing the meal. Cost is $36 for adults, $20 for children ages 
5-12 and $120 for families. After March 20, cost is $45 for adults and $30 for children.

Saturday, March 31: Second Night Seder
This community Seder is hosted by Cantor Lieberman and starts at 7:45 p.m. 

SOVA Catering is preparing the meal. Cost is $36 for adults, $20 for children ages 
5-12 and $120 for families. After March 20, cost is $45 for adults and $30 for children. 

(Please note: No one will be turned away from either seder due to financial hard-
ship. If help is needed, mention the word “kehillah” when making reservation.)

Jewish faMily serviCe

Thursday, March 22
Annual Senior Seder: Led by Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel. This seder in memory of 

Hannah Kayser Palmer and Fannie Leone Barton is open to seniors of all ages in the 
Jewish community. Cost is $10 per person. RSVP required to Anna Sir at (615) 354-
1686 or helpinghands@jfsnashville.org

the teMple (CoNgregatioN ohabai sholoM) 
5015 Harding Road

Reform 

Wednesday, March 21: Women’s Seder with Congregation Micah
Temple’s women’s group, W.E.L.L., will join Congregation Micah’s Interfaith 

Women’s Seder with the Violins of Hope

Friday, March 30: First Night of Passover
With the Night of 100 Seders, Jewish young adults can find first-night seders 

around the Nashville Metro area, including East Nashville, Smyrna, Clarksville 
and Franklin. RSVP by March 20 to nashvilleseders@templenashville.org. For more 
information, call (615) 352-7620. Sponsored by The Temple – Congregation Ohabai 
Sholom and the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.

Saturday, March 31: Second night of Passover
Join us at 6 p.m. at The Temple for a festive family-friendly evening. The Seder 

will be led by Rabbi Schiftan and Cantor Fishbein. Cost for adults - $30, children ages 
3-11 - $10, nonmember guest s, $40. RSVP no later than March 26. Call The Temple 
for additional details. 

Wednesday, April 4: JACS Seder
JACS stands for Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent & Significant Others. 

Celebrate the journey to recovery on April 4 at 6 p.m. Seder is led by Rabbi Shana 
Mackler and Cantor Tracy Fishbein. Cost is $15 per person. For this Seder your check 
is your reservation and must be received no later than March 28. Drop off or mail to 
The Temple. For additional information call The Temple, (615)352-7620, or Robb 
McCluskey, (615) 568-1786 or robbmccluskey@gmail.com.

Thursday, April 5: Chocolate Seder for Nashville young adults
This Seder begins at 7 p.m. at Tempered Chocolate. For additional information 

and to RSVP, contact: Rabbi Michael Shulman, director of education and next gener-
ation programs, (615) 352-7620 or rabbishulman@templenashville.org.

Sunday, April 7: GLBT/PFLAG Passover Seder 
This Seder begins at 6 p.m. and will be led by Rabbi Shana Mackler, Rabbi 

Michael Shulman and Cantor Tracy Fishbein. Cost is $15 per person. For this Seder 
your check is your reservation and must be received no later than April 2. Drop off or 
mail to The Temple. For additional information call The Temple, (615) 352-7620, or 
Robb McCluskey, (615) 568-1786 or robbmccluskey@gmail.com. 

west eNd syNagogue
3810 West End Ave.

Conservative

Friday, March 30 – Pick a First Night Seder
A Family Interactive Musical Seder, led by Rabbi Joshua Kullock and Director 

of Lifelong Learning Sharon Paz, will take place from 5:30–6:30 p.m. Bring the Seder 
to life for your family with activities and songs. This interactive Seder will have all 
generations up and out of their seats singing and dancing, as they recreate the Exodus 
from Egypt and the crossing of the Sea. 

An Adult Seder led by Rabbi Joshua Kullock and Cantor Sarah Levine starts at 
6 p.m. with a service. The Seder begins at 6:30 p.m. Leaving Egypt Again: Take the 
Haggadah’s advice to “see yourself as if you left Egypt” and learn how the Passover 
Seder can speak to each of our spiritual lives.

Both Seders will be followed by a festive Seder meal.
Cost is $45 for adults, $25 for children ages 6-12, $10 for ages 3-6; children under 

3 are free, cost for nonmembers is $60. Payment is due at time of reservation. RSVP to 
West End Synagogue by Friday, March 16, www.westendsyn.org

Saturday, March 31, First Day of Passover
Service at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kiddush luncheon

Sunday, April 1, Second Day of Passover
Service at 9:30 a.m. followed by a Kiddush lunch

Friday, April 6, Seventh Day of Passover,
Services at 9:30 a.m., no luncheon

Saturday, April 7, Shabbat, Last Day of Passover
Service at 9:30 a.m.; Yizkor will be recited followed by a Kiddush luncheon
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad @ Sherith Israel

Rabbis to complete Tractate of Talmud
There is an ancient and widespread custom for the firstborn to fast on the day 

before Passover. This fast commemorates G-d’s kindness towards the Israelite firstborn; 
when G-d slew all the Egyptian firstborn males He spared their Jewish counterparts.

By right, this fast should be held on the anniversary of the day on which the 
miracle occurred: on the night of the fifteenth of Nissan. However, since the fifteenth 
is already Passover, and we do not fast on Festival days the fast is pushed back to the 
fourteenth.

There are different customs that are associated with this fast. Many abide by the 
custom that the father of a firstborn male who is under the age of Bar Mitzvah fasts in 
lieu of his son.

If there are no children, then the oldest member of the household can fast. This is 
based on the fact that there was no Egyptian household that was spared from the plague, 
every household in Egypt was struck whether there was a firstborn son or not. We 
commemorate, therefore, that all of the Jewish households were miraculously spared.

This fast is treated leniently. Thus, if there is a festive meal held that is connected 
with a mitzvah, for example, the celebration of a circumcision or of a siyum (the com-
pletion of a tractate of the Talmud) the firstborn son participates in the meal rather 
than fasting.

It is therefore customary to arrange for a Siyum, which is the completion of the 
study of a section of the Talmud to take place in the synagogue after morning prayers 
on the fourteenth of Nissan. The firstborn sons who are present (and anyone else who is 
interested in enjoying some refreshments...) participate in this festive meal and, having 
broken their fast, are free to eat for the rest of the day.

Over the past four months Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel from Congregation Beth 
Tefilah together with Rabbi Saul Strosberg from Congregation Sherith Israel, have 
been meeting weekly to study a tractate of the Talmud, in order to conclude by the day 
before Passover.

On Friday morning, March 30, the morning before the Seder, both rabbis will 
be making a Siyum, celebrating the completion of 60 pages of the Talmud of Taanit, 
following the morning service at their respective congregations. It will be followed by a 
light breakfast snack thus giving the firstborns the opportunity to partake in a meal of 
a Mitzvah and permitting them to break the fast of the firstborn. 

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com.

On a recent winter evening Chabad of Nashville was privileged to present a coura-
geous and inspiring woman, Marthe Cohn, who told her story of being a Jewish spy 
during World War II, and saved the lives of many. The event, with funding support 
from the Jewish Federation of Nashville, took place at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center and was attended by 300 people who came to see this amazing woman and be 
inspired, knowing that we need to be engaged and each one of us can make a difference. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Shul offers these steps to sell chametz
During the Passover festival all manner of leavened foods and drinks and ingre-

dients that are made from or contain an admixture of grains (chametz) are prohibited 
to any one of the Jewish faith. One who cannot dispose of all his/her chametz before 
Pesach must authorize his/her rabbi, in advance, to sell the chametz to a non-Jew. This 
action is completely legal, giving the non-Jew all rights to ownership over the chametz 
that has been sold to him. After the conclusion of the festival, the chametz may be 
repurchased from the non-Jew.

Ask us for an authorization form and return it to the Shul to Rabbi Strosberg’s 
attention by Monday, March 26.

Kosher wine tasting, discounts
All are welcome to join this kosher wine-tasting event in advance of Passover. 

Sample new kosher wines, and make purchases with special discounts. Support local 
businesses providing kosher products, and mix and mingle! The event takes place on 
March 15 from 7-8:30 p.m. and is free of charge. 

Order shmurah matzah 2018 from the Shul
Shmurah Matzah from Israel is being made available through Congregation Sherith 

Israel on a first-come, first-served basis. Cost is $30 per pound. Ask us for an order form.

Times for Erev Pesach, Friday, March 30
6:30 a.m. Shacharit
7 a.m  Siyum and breakfast
10:46 a.m.  Finish eating chametz by this time
11:30 a.m.  Burn chametz at Shul
11:49 a.m.  Sell and burn chametz by this time
6:50 p.m. Shabbos and yom tov candles
6:55 p.m. Mincha / Maariv
7:30 p.m.  Community Seder

Macabeenies Music Class and Play Space
Macabeenies Music Class and Play Space continues to meet the first and third 

Sundays this month. Karen Daniels, local musician and songwriter, will share fun 
Jewish music--both traditional and her own original compositions. Kids will have time 
to get their energy out bouncing on toys, crawling through tunnels, playing with the 
parachute, and more. 

Families throughout the community with children age 6 months to pre-K are 
invited to sing, dance, bounce, and celebrate with us! Macabeenies meets on the first 
and third Sundays of the month, and will meet on March 4th and March 18th from 
10-11:00 am, downstairs in the Playspace at Sherith Israel. Free! Email Cara at csuvall@
gmail.com or connect on Facebook with any questions. 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

Congregation Sherith Israel’s Macabeenies love their Sundays at the Shul. PHOTOGRAPH BY 

CARA SUVALL
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Congregational news & events

@ West End@ Micah
Pray-Eat-Learn with WES alums in journalism

Are you interested in the political situation in our country? Then come and learn 
from two of our own WES religious school graduates who are now working as journalists. 
On Friday, March 2, Roz Helderman (political investigations reporter for the Washington 
Post) and Gabrielle Schonder (reporter and producer for PBS Frontline) will be speaking 
at 8 p.m. about their experiences covering U.S. politics in our days. Shabbat services at 6 
p.m., dinner at 7p.m. ($22 - please RSVP to office@westendsyn.org).

West End Synagogue goes to AIPAC
For the third year in a row, WES is sending a delegation from the congregation to 

the AIPAC conference in Washington. The conference is set for March 4-6.

2018 Consecration to be held on March 4
Kitah Aleph @ Beit Miriam will celebrate their learning and study of Torah at their 

Consecration program on Sunday, March 4, at 10 a.m. at West End Synagogue.  The 
community is invited to share in this simcha. 

The Consecration class is Nathan Berkon, sson of Brian and Julie Berkon; Elijah 
Cheng, son of Ed and Jenny Cheng; Meital Kullock, daughter of Rabbi Joshua and 
Jessica Kullock; Zach Landa, son of Adam and Valerie Landa; Dolma Losel, daughter 
of Tamara Ambar and Ngawang Losel; Sophie Newman, daughter of Simon and Lisa 
Newman

Pray-Eat-Learn features ‘Forward’ president
Sam Norich, president of the Forward, joins us on Friday, March 23, to speak about 

“Israel and Us: What We Can Do to Avoid a Parting of the Ways.” Services start at 6 
p.m., followed by Shabbat dinner at 7 p.m. and the speaker at 8 p.m. Cost of the dinner 
is $22; please RSVP to office@westendsyn.org

WES attends Violins of Hope at Schermerhorn
For the Violins of Hope performance at the Schermerhorn Symphony Center on 

Thursday, March 22, special West End Synagogue rates of $44 and $27 per ticket are 
available. Get a group together and order online.

The evening’s program begins at 7 p.m. and is titled “Guerrero Conducts The 
Violins of Hope.” Be there for this very special performance featuring the Violins of 
Hope, restored instruments played by Jews during the Holocaust. Concertmaster Jun 
Iwasaki will solo on the beautiful score from Schindler’s List, and the orchestra will 
perform Jonathan Leshnoff’s Symphony No. 4, a powerful new Jewish-themed work 
written for this concert.

Rabbi Jacobs at March 2 Shabbat services
Rabbi Rick Jacobs: “Reimagining Reform Jewish Life in the 21st Century” – On 

Friday, March 2, at 6 p.m., Rabbi Jacobs, president of the Union for Reform Judaism, 
will be joining us for services. 

Costumes, parade, games and Potter for Purim
A Very Potter Purim will take place on Sunday, March 4, at 10 a.m.
The event is hosted by our senior youth group, MiTY. A spirited shpiel, costume 

parade, brunch at “The Three Broomsticks,” and games both familiar and new! 

Learn ways to help others at Mitzvah Fair
A Mitzvah Fair is set for Friday, March 16, before and after Shabbat service: 
Meet over 25 nonprofit, non-Jewish local agencies we partner with that offer 

volunteer opportunities! The fair will begin at 5 p.m. and will resume after Shabbat 
service.  

Woman’s Circle features shlicha 
A Woman’s Circle will meet on Friday, March 16 with community shlicha Sharon 

Ben Ami. 
A Woman’s Circle is a monthly opportunity to meet and engage with a community 

of women and to grow your intellect and soul through the study and exploration of 
Jewish and relevant topics. Free and open to all women. RSVP to Rabbi Laurie Rice at 
lrice@congregationmicah.org 

Violins of Hope interfaith concert 
A Violins of Hope Interfaith Concert will be held on Tuesday, March 27, from 7-8 

p.m. and will feature music of various traditions. 
Musicians include: Congregation Micah Cantorial Soloist Lisa Silver, Cantor 

Tracy Fishbein of The Temple, Nashville in Harmony, Covenant of the Cross Choir, 
Micah Choirs, Gabrielle Lewis and string quartet, and several musical members of 
Congregation Micah.

Congregation Micah celebrated its silver anniversary in fabulous fashion on Jan. 27.

To access the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

Community Calendar, 
go to 

www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”

Annual Herb & Plant Sale

The Jewish Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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@ The Temple
Preschool holds Purim carnival

Celebrate Purim with our Temple Preschool on Friday, March 2, at 10 a.m.

Superhero Purim service set for March 2
The Temple hosts a pre-service Oneg at 5:15 p.m., followed by a Purim service at 

6 p.m. Our Mazel Tones (junior choir) will be singing , and afterward is a topsy-turvy 
Purim style congregational dinner with activities for the children

Civil rights author is scholar in residence
Steve Krause, author of “To Stand Aside or Stand Alone: Southern Reform Rabbis 

and the Civil Rights Movement,” will be The Temple’s scholar in residence over the 
weekend of March 9-11.

On Friday, March 9, he will join us at our 6 p.m. Shabbat service. 
On Saturday, March 10, from 9-10:30 a.m., Krause will speak about the topic of 

his book, “To Stand Aside or Stand Alone: Southern Rabbis and the Civil Rights 
Movement.”

On Sunday, March 11 from 9:45-11:15 a.m., he will cover the topic “From the 
Mouth of Nashville’s ‘Pistol-Packing Rabbi:’ Notes from a 1966 Interview with The 
Temple’s Rabbi William Silverman.”

Get set for Passover at Tot Shabbat
Come help us celebrate Passover with our Tot Shabbat on March 24 at 10 a.m. in 

The Temple Big Room. It’s a musical Shabbat experience for children up to age 6 and 
the big people that love them! We’ll have songs, crafts, a story and yummy treats! Join 
Rabbi Mackler, Cantor Fishbein and Ms. Jan for a great Tot Shabbat! 

Social justice panel to be held on March 20
The panel starts at 7 p.m. and is to include Leah Hashinger, community relations 

manager of the Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee Rights Coalition; Mary-Kathryn 
Harcombe, public defender; Kasar Abdulla, refugee rights advocate; and Wade Munday, 
executive director for Our Neighbors) 

Save these dates for Golden Lunch Bunch
Golden Lunch Bunch will take place on March 6 and 20 at 11:30 a.m. on the first 

and third Tuesdays of the month at The Temple. Join us for lunch, entertainment and 
fun! To RSVP, call Anna Sir at (615)354-1686.

Town Hall lecture topic: Medical care
The Temple Town Hall Lecture Series will be held on March 27 at 7 p.m. with 

Jeffrey R. Balser, M.D., Ph.D. on the topic “Medical Care – Where We Are, and Where 
Are We Going?” The moderator is Frank Boehm, M.D.

The Temple Town Hall Series is an ongoing program focusing on current issues 
of communal concern, as seen through a variety of different (and often opposing) 
points of view, all done in the spirit of an open, civil, respectful and honest dialogue. 

Lunch with Rabbi: Topic is Violins of Hope
This event will be held on Thursday March 22, with lunch starting at 11:30 a.m. 

and discussion at noon. For more information, please call The Temple. 

Spiritual Explorers discussion group

Talk to God as you would talk to your very best friend. Tell the Holy One everything.
-Rebbe Nachman of Breslov

Are you interested in exploring your spiritual path?
Join a group of fellow seekers on Wednesday, March 28 for a monthly discussion 

prompted by Rebbe Nachman’s insights from “The Empty Chair: Finding Hope and 
Joy – Timeless Wisdom from a Hasidic Master,” as well as Rabbi Rami Shapiro’s 
books, “The Sacred Art of Lovingkindness: Preparing to Practice” and  “Minyan: Ten 
Principles for Living a Life of Integrity.”

This will be a lay-led discussion group.  We will meet at 6:30 p.m. at The Temple.  
The group will decide future meeting dates.  We hope you will join us.  

Congregational news & events
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‘Dayenu’ grapples 
with war, peace

W
hy is peace so elu-
sive? What will 
ever be enough to 
bring about peace?

A new pro-
duction, “Dayenu,” 

written and produced by Nashville’s Jerry 
Klein, will explore that question from many 
viewpoints on Sunday, April 15, at 1 p.m. 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center.

The staged reading features perform-
ers portraying important figures through 
the ages – from Moses and Jesus to 
Abraham Lincoln, Mother Teresa, Golda 
Meir, Martin Luther King, Anwar Sadat, 
Nelson Mandela and Malala Yousefzai, 
the Pakistani girl who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2014. A slide presentation 
accompanies the characters’ statements.

Suzanne Burns is directing and 
Performance Studios is providing cos-
tumes.

“Dayenu” is Klein’s fifth theatrical 
production, the most recent of which was 
“Moses Speaks.”

“We are constantly working for 
peace,” says Klein.

“Dayenu” focuses on the themes of 
Passover, people and peace. The play is 
not political, he says, but it “has a lot to 
do with what’s going on in the world.”

Dayenu means, “It should have 
been sufficient,” Klein explains. It is 
said during the Passover Seder after 
each of the ten plagues is inflicted upon 
the pharoah. But this wasn’t enough to 
create peace in the world, and so, Klein 
has expanded this theme to his long list 
of characters.

“I’ve been doing “Dayenu” for many 
years,” he says. The work explores the 
continuing efforts of people to bring 
about peace, efforts that persist in the 
face of failure. 

“Everybody that reads it is excited 
about the theme,” Klein says. “These 
people I’ve chosen (as characters) are 
positive people who find it very difficult 
to stem the tide of persecution and wars. 
… We hope to get (Dayenu) out into the 
community in general.” •

J Mitzvah raises funds 
for Gordon JCC 

Guests danced the night away at J Mitzvah, the Gordon JCC annual fundraiser on 
January 20. Over 225 people attended the event and bid on over 200 items in the 
silent auction, which raised $36,000. Above, Laurel and Ethan Orley kick up their 
heels at J Mitzvah. Laurel was a co-chair of the silent auction at the event and will 
be chairing the event in 2019. 

Holocaust Day of 
Remembrance to take 
place at state Capitol

P
lease make plans to 
join us for the annual 
Tennessee Holocaust Day of 
Remembrance to be held on 
Tuesday, March 27 at the 
Tennessee Capitol in the 

House chamber at 10:30 a.m.
This year’s theme, “Voices of Hope: 

Where Memory Leads,” will include the 
recitation of the traditional Jewish prayer 
of remembrance for those who died. We 
will also recognize the winners and final-
ists of the 2018 Belz-Lipman Holocaust 
Educator of the Year Award:

• Deana Arwood, Ridgeway Elementary 
School, Johnson City

• Sandra Roberts and Taylor Kilgore, 
Whitwell Elementary School, Whitwell

• Will Norton, Montgomery Bell 
Academy, Nashville

• Andy Mizell, Margaret Allen Middle 
Prep, Nashville

• Karen Hernandez, Waverly Junior 
High, Waverly 

• Danisha Stewart, Trezevant High 
School, Memphis  •

-Submitted by Tennessee Holocaust Commission 

WES members to help Nashville 
nonprofits on Social Action Day

W
est End Synagogue’s 
Beit Miriam stu-
dents will be joined 
by adult synagogue 
members for the 
c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ s 

Social Action Day on Sunday, April 8.  
The volunteers will be going to three 
different sites:
• Project C.U.R.E. that collects, 

repairs, sorts and ships donated med-
ical equipment and supplies to devel-
oping countries. Volunteers will 
perform various sorting and loading 
activities.

• The Nashville Food Project that 
grows, cooks and shares nourishing 

food to help alleviate hunger in the 
city. WES members will work in the 
garden, do food prep and cook. 

• Hands On Urban Farm that helps 
provide nutritious food for people in 
need by growing and donating vege-
tables to The Nashville Food Project. 
Volunteers will perform several tasks 
in the garden.
The WES Social Action Committee 

has been increasing its work in the broad-
er Nashville community to help improve 
the lives of all people. Anyone interested 
in the committee’s work can contact the 
chair, Rob Stein, through the synagogue 
by calling (615) 269-4592 or emailing 
office@westendsyn.org. •
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Sunday, April 29 – 12 PM at West End Synagogue

Join Us For Israel University
A Transformative Six Session Program For Jewish High School Students

Learn the answers to these questions and hear from current college students 
during six sessions open to Jewish High School students in Middle Tennessee. 

Next program is Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 6 pm 
at Congregation Micah – 2001 Old Hickory Blvd., Brentwood, TN, 37027

RSVP to the Community Shlicha Sharon Ben Ami at
Sharon@jewishnashville.org  or 615-573-5188

There is no cost to this program and you may come to any or all of the six sessions!

• What is life like in Israel?
• What is Israel advocacy?
• What are the best ways to be a supporter of Israel?
• What do I need to know about Israel when I go to college?
• What is “Boycott Divestment and Sanction” and why is it such a 

hot-button topic?
• How do I express my support for Israel in a fair and open minded 

way to my friends and especially to anti-Israel groups?

CO -SPONSORED BY
The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation  |  Congregation Micah  |  Congregation Sherith Israel

The Temple Ohabai Sholom  |  Vanderbilt University Hillel  |  West End Synagogue  |  Stand With Us

Save the date for the future meeting –

Tzedakah Funday raises funds, smiles

Parents and children made their own tzedakah, spending and saving boxes at this year’s 
Tzedakah Funday. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Working the phones on Tzedakah Funday, the phoneathon fundraising event for the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville’s annual campaign, is hard work. But volunteers at this 
year’s event, held on Feb. 11, felt a sense of accomplishment, as one volunteer shows in 
the photo at right. PHOTOGRAPHS BY RICK MALKIN
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30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?
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HAPPY 
PASSOVER

Beyond the Pale brings klezmer fusion to Nashville
By KATHY CARLSON

W
hen the award-win-
ning Canadian 
acoustic roots 
musicians of 
Beyond the Pale 
play in Nashville 

this month, it will be a homecoming of 
sorts for its mandolinist, Eric Stein.

It was here, at Gruhn Guitars, that 
Stein purchased one of his first mando-
lins some two decades ago, when he was 
in town for the wedding of his cousin, 
Frank Gordon. 

“It was love at first play,” Stein said 
of the vintage Gibson F-4 that remains 
his primary instrument. It was his first, 
and until now, his only visit to Music 
City. 

Beyond the Pale will play one show 
on Sunday, March 11, at 8 p.m. at City 
Winery. The venue, in association with 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
is presenting Beyond the Pale as part of 
Jewish Food Week.

Klezmer and Balkan styles serve 
as the point of departure for Beyond 
the Pale’s sound, which is shaped by 
such influences as jazz, classical music, 
bluegrass and reggae, a group news 
release said. Beyond the Pale cele-
brates its 20th anniversary this year and 
is a three-time Canadian Folk Music 
Award winner. 

“I’m really excited to be playing 

in Nashville and interested in how the 
audience will react to our music,” Stein 
said. “I’ve always been really interested 
in the music and the history of the South. 
And I’m particularly interested in Jewish 
identity in the South. It’s an interesting 
cultural fusion.”

He also has performed with Nashville 
musicians, including fellow Canadian 
and singer/songwriter Batsheva: Beyond 
the Pale is the band on her CD, “I, 
Batsheva, Singer.”

Stein grew up in what he calls a very 
secular household in Toronto and played 
rock, pop, and folk on bass guitar, before 
later taking up the mandolin out of inter-
est in bluegrass. Then, he heard klezmer 
and saw a cultural and musical scene 
develop around it in Toronto.

“It got inside my DNA,” he says. 
“It’s really cool music (that’s) related to 
my personal history and heritage.” He 
realized he could play a type of folk music 
from his own tradition – the music of 
Eastern European Jews.

At the time, he was in graduate 
school, studying American history and 
on track to become a history professor. 
In discovering klezmer, Stein found he 
could blend his musical interests and 
skills with the skills he was learning in 
studying history. 

The mandolin played a role in his 
story as a musician. “The instrument 
spoke to me. It led me to open my ears 
to a lot of different music,” he said. His 

interest in bluegrass continues and he 
hopes the bluegrass influences on Beyond 
the Pale will make its music attractive to 
audiences in the American South.

Bluegrass and klezmer share “kindred 
sort of energy,” Stein says. Beyond the 
Pale’s music is hard to put into a tradi-
tional category, adding the group tries 
to be respectful about how it innovates 
within musical styles.

Klezmer is “a great sort of representa-

tion of that cultural hybridism,” the min-
gling of Jewish identity with the colors 
and flavors of the many environments in 
which Jews have lived, Stein says.

“I’m looking forward to seeing family 
and soaking in Nashville,” he said. “I’m 
looking forward to going to Gruhn’s and 
seeing what’s on the rack. It’s Music City. 
For musicians it’s a great opportunity to 
play (in Nashville and) touch and taste 
some of that history.” •

Beyond the Pale: From left, Eric Stein, Bret Higgins, Milos Popovic, Martin van de Ven 
and Aleksandar Gajic. PHOTOGRAPH BY AVITAL ZEMER

Happy Passover
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Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC  
&  Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC

Celebrity chef Paula Shoyer to host 
pre-Passover cooking demo in Nashville

P
assover is a time when all look 
forward to gourmet feasts and 
traditional dishes. 

In celebration of Passover 
2018, Chabad of Nashville 
will welcome kosher celebrity 

chef Paula Shoyer on Sunday, March 18, 
for a pre-Passover cooking demo for the 
Nashville Jewish community. The event 
starts at 7 p.m. and the demo will include 
a selection of recipes from her new cook-
book, “The Healthy Jewish Kitchen: 
Fresh, Contemporary Recipes for Every 
Occasion,” and from her previous cook-
book, “The New Passover Menu.”

Participants at the pre-Passover 
cooking demo with Paula Shoyer will 
get to feast on a most delicious dinner 
including appetizers, entrée, and des-
serts, while observing the chef in action, 
demonstrating the techniques and skills 
of preparing a delicious, elegant Passover 
dinner.

This event will take place at Chabad 
of Nashville, 95 Bellevue Road. It’s a 
great opportunity to spend an evening 
with a world-renowned chef and author 
of four kosher cookbooks, and get new 
recipes and ideas for their Passover Seder 
and Shabbat table.

Shoyer’s “The Healthy Jewish 
Kitchen” offers a variety of Jewish soul 
food . . . finally made healthy. Too often, 
Jewish cookbooks still feature many reci-
pes that lack whole grains and include too 
much salt, fat, sugar, and processed foods. 

But Shoyer uses only natural ingre-
dients and offers a fresh, nutrient-dense 
spin on every dish. Her new cookbook 
includes both Sephardic and Ashkenazi 
Jewish classics (Israeli herb and almond 
salad, sourdough challah, tzimmes puree, 
potato and scallion latkes, schnitzel with 
nut crust) as well as dishes that extend 
beyond the Jewish culinary world. In 
Shoyer’s words: “This book has food 
you’ll recognize, because you still want to 
feel connected to your ancestors’ kitch-

ens, but I’ve made it more nutritious and 
often easier to make.”

Shoyer is a graduate of the Ritz 
Escoffier pastry program in Paris and 
teaches French and Jewish baking classes 
in the Washington, D.C., area. She con-
ducts large-scale baking demonstrations 
across the United States and Canada, 
and is known as “The Kosher Baker.” 

She has written two other cook-
books, “The Holiday Kosher Baker” and 
“The Kosher Baker: Over 160 Dairy-Free 
Desserts from Traditional to Trendy.” 
Shoyer is a contributing editor to kosher-
scoop.com, as well Joy of Kosher with 

Jamie Geller, Whisk, and Hadassah. 
She has appeared on major TV cooking 
shows, is a frequent TV news guest, and 
edited the popular cookbooks “Kosher 
by Design Entertains” and “Kosher by 
Design Kids in the Kitchen.” She devel-
ops dessert recipes that are dairy-free, 
sugar-free, gluten-free, and vegan. 

 An RSVP is required to participate 
in this event, and can be made at www.
chabadnashville.com/paulashoyer. 

For more information please call 
Chabad of Nashville at (615) 646-5750.• 

-Submitted by Chabad of Nashville

Paula Shoyer

Thinking about your parents...We can be there when you cannot.

Call for your complimentary Heirloom “Put It In Writing” Calendar 
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Vanderbilt Hillel Announces Taste of Hillel Event

O
n Sunday April 15, 
Vanderbilt Hillel will 
host a Taste of Hillel high-
lighting student activities 
and groups on campus. 
Attendees will enjoy craft 

beer, bourbon and wine tastings as well as 
the culinary offerings of Goldie Shepard.  
In addition to Goldie’s goodies, Hillel’s 
mens group, Hebro’s will be smoking bris-
ket for all to enjoy.  Hebro’s provides deli-
cious barbeque for Hillel tailgates during 
Homecoming, Family Weekend and 
other special events.  The Hebro’s reci-
pe passes down from student to student; 
currently, senior Spencer Kallor and his 
team have been perfecting the recipe and 
look forward to sharing it with the wider 
Nashville Jewish community.  Also offer-

ing a taste of campus food will be Challah 
for Hunger, part of a larger national orga-
nization bakes challah bimonthly that 
they subsequently sell on campus, with 
the proceeds benefiting local hunger pro-
grams in Nashville.  Hebro’s and Challah 
for Hunger are just two of the more than 
20 different micro-communities on cam-
pus that provide diverse programming, 
education and social connections for stu-
dents. Ari Dubin, Executive Director says, 
“Micro-communities provide opportuni-
ties for students to bond over issues and 
topics that are important to them and 
explore the ways that Judaism informs and 
impacts things that inspire them.”

The Taste of Hillel will take place at 
6 p.m. on Sunday, April 15 at the Ben 
Schulman Center for Jewish Life on 

Campus.  The evening will not only be 
delicious but will provide a unique oppor-
tunity to experience and be inspired by 
life on campus. Tickets are available at 
four different levels, beginning at $100.  
Vanderbilt Hillel gratefully acknowledges 
our Gold Sponsor Bong Java Productions/
Grins Vegetarian Restaurant as well 
as our Bronze Sponsors (as of printing) 
Argent Trust, Gluck Orthodontics, Joon 
properties, Yazdian Construction and 
Young & Mayden.  For more information 
about the event, tickets or sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact Hillel at 
615-322-8376 or check the Hillel website 
at www.vuhillel.org. •

Debby Wiston is director of operations 
at Vanderbilt Hillel. 

March artists: 
Johnston, 
Siegel, students

T
he Gordon Jewish 
Community Center’s 
March art show exhibits 
will feature the work of 
Karen Johnston, Denise 
Siegel and Gayle Levee’s 

student artists. 
The Janet Levine March Gallery 

will feature the work of Denise Siegel. 
Originally from Chicago, Denise may 
be described as a Renaissance woman.  
Besides being a visual artist, Denise 
was a former member of the band Eenie 
Meenie. She is also an astrologer, nov-
elist, former writer at Fox TV Studios, 
a photographer and a restoration artist.

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature 
the work of Karen Johnston. Born in 
Cincinnati, Karen was raised by musi-
cian parents. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in illustration from the Columbus 
College of Art and Design. Working 
with different styles and media over 
the years, Karen eventually fell in love 
with the freedom and expression of 
abstract painting. Also a writer, she 
often fuses her processes of painting 
and writing together. With a heartfelt 
calling to help others and use creativity 
on a different level, Karen passionately 
uses art, writing and spirituality within 
healthcare and healing. She leads The 
H.O.P.E. Ministry (Healing, Optimism, 
Prayer and Encouragement) to sup-
port people journeying through cancer, 
life-changing illness and caregiving at 
St. Henry Church and collaborates with 
a Nashville non-profit, Your Heart on 
Art, which uses art to help people heal 
through various situations. Karen resides 
in Nashville along with her husband and 
3 school-age children.

The Sig Held Gallery will host a 
group show exhibition from the students 
of painter Gayle Levée. A third-genera-
tion artist born in Montana and educat-
ed in Colorado, Levée has studied with 
Robert Douglas Hunter, himself a stu-
dent of RH Ives Gammell. This training 
emphasizes classical drawing knowledge 
married to Impressionist light and color. 

The blending of the two disciplines 
– classical drawing and Impressionist 
color –  resonated with  Levée and her 
collectors have responded. Her work has 
been collected by individuals and cor-
porations for over 20 years throughout 
the US.

The reception for the artists is on 
March 7 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the 
JCC, 801 

Percy Warner Blvd.  There will be 
music by DJ Joseph Harris, henna paint-
ing by Seemi Rivzi along with compli-
mentary food and beverages to accompa-
ny the event. The event is free and open 
to the public. For more information, 
contact the GJCC at (615) 354-1699, 
Curator Carrie Mills at carrie@nashville-
jcc.org, or go to www.nashvillejcc.org. •
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Jewish Food Week 
brings people together 
at Gordon JCC

Pickles, bread, pastrami, Joan Nathan, 
Sandor Katz, Dr. Bread! Throw in a little 
cheese and wine (take me to Miiiii-ami), a 
community seder, some klezmer music. Our 
first Nashville Jewish Food Week is going to 
be a blast!

I
f food brings people together, then 
Jewish food surely brings people 
together! The Gordon JCC has 
spent the last year listening a little 
more closely to our community 
and trying out fresh ideas. 

This spring from March 8 to March 
15, the JCC is hosting a Jewish Food 
Week – a week of Jewish-themed food 
events for our entire community. Enjoy 
hands-on learning and skills sharing; 
demonstrations and cooking classes; food 
and beverage tastings; take-out; talks and 
more. Explore Jewish heritage through 
food, body, mind and spirit.

Jewish Food Week features national-
ly recognized chefs and cookbook writers 
Joan Nathan and Sandor Katz. It offers 
up pickle making classes, bread making 
classes, a wine tasting and pairing class, 
and a community “Deli Lunch” with 
Jewish classics like matzo ball soup, pas-
trami sandwiches, bagels and a schmear 
and more! You can attend a community 
seder and even order a kosher ready-made 
Shabbat dinner, with challah and juice!

Food Week is being organized by 

the Gordon JCC, with generous sup-
port from the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. It includes ALL of 
Nashville’s Jewish caterers and many 
people involved in the local restaurant 
and food business, including Noshville, 
Red Spirits & Wine, Sur La Table and 
City Winery. There are events almost 
daily throughout the week, most of which 
are happening at the JCC, but events 
also are being held at Sur La Table in 
Brentwood and the City Winery.

For more information contact 
Michael Gross at the JCC or visit our 
website nashvillejcc.org/foodweek or 
visit our Facebook page @nashvillejcc •

Yeshiva Maccabees headed 
for NCAA tourney

(JTA) — The Yeshiva University 
men’s basketball team has earned its first 
berth in the NCAA Division III basket-
ball tournament.

On Sunday, the Maccabees defeated 
Purchase College, 87-81, in Purchase, 
N.Y., to win the Skyline Conference 
championship and earn an automatic 
berth into the national tournament.

“There is nothing much to say. 
We are champs,” head coach Elliot 
Steinmetz said in an interview posted 
on the Maccabees’ website. “These kids 
worked hard, stayed the course through 
everything all season, and now we are 
champs forever. What a moment!”

Athletic director Joe Bednarsh said 
that people from all over the world have 
been following the team and its run to 

the championship. Yeshiva is the flagship 
university of Modern Orthodox Judaism.

“People have been reaching out to 
me about this team from Thailand, South 
Africa, Argentina, Israel, England and 
more,” Bednarsh said. “The Maccabees 
are truly the pride of the Jewish people.”

The bracket for the NCAA tour-
nament will be announced on Monday 
afternoon. Y.U., which has a record of 
18-10, will be competing in the opening 
round next weekend.

The Maccabees defeated the reg-
ular season conference champion, 
Farmingdale State, in overtime in the 
semifinals.

Division III member institutions 
do not offer scholarships to their stu-
dent-athletes. •

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Observer and help 
support our community in all ways!

Happy 
Passover
Learn more about the Jewish 

Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org
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We will be highlighting 
HOME & GARDEN!

We know that you will want to be 
included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract 
a 1/8 page ad or larger 

we will be happy to contact 
you for articles pertaining 

to your business.

Deadline for ads 
is 

March 15, 2018

Contact: Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager
615-354-1699

e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

  Home & 
    Gardening 

 ISSUE!
APRIL 2018
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�e perfect setting 
for your most memorable event.

Weddings  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Roo�op glass enclosed banquet room for up to 64 people.

Spacious suites as well as beautiful standard rooms.
Complimentary expanded breakfast  |  Free internet access

Seasonal outdoor pool and Jacuzzi  |  Free parking

615-777-0001
2324 Crestmoor Road
Nashville, TN 37215

Behind the Mall at Green Hills

www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com ES
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Buying and selling a house is a 
very personal experience, 

which requires trust, 
the ability to listen, 

and a passion for 
understanding a client’s 

preferences and goals. 
As a Nashville native with 

nine years of experience 
helping people live their 

dream, I would love to help 
guide you through the 

process of finding, selling, 
renovating, or designing 

your home.

My architectural background 
and appreciation for 
structure, design, and 
engineering will support 
you in making solid 
decisions when 
purchasing, selling, or 
renovating a home. 
I am resourceful, creative, 
and pride myself on 
going above and beyond 
to achieve your real estate 
goals. In fact, many of my 
satisfied clients have become 
my dearest friends.

LANA PARGH
615.504.2685
lana@pargh.com

BUYING, SELLING, & INVESTING

PARGH.COM 
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE IS WHAT WE DO

FRANKLIN PARGH
615.351.7333

franklin@pargh.com

1585 Mallory Lane, Ste. 103    Brentwood, TN 37027
Office: 615.271.2424  Fax: 615.371.2429    synergyrealtynetwork.com

We would love to hear from you.

          Call, email, or text us any time!
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Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

MON&FRI 10AM-8PM • TUE, WED, THUR, SAT 10AM-6PM • SUNDAY 1-5PM
325 WHITE BRIDGE PIKE 352-5912 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1316)

1965 MALLORY LANE, COOL SPRINGS 236-1700 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1421)

imagine the possibilities
Sprintz.com

Happy Passover! Thanks for your support.
The Sprintz Family

Sprintz makes your home 
different from all other homes. 

SPTZ-27OB PassoverAD_2018_SPTZ-27OB PassoverAD_2018  2/13/18  7:40 PM  Page 1

Here are new some children’s books 
for Passover – and spring, too

By PENNY SCHWARTZ

(JTA) – A talking parrot saves the 
family seder and a moose-musician is 
eager to host his perfect first Passover 
meal in a pair of delightful new children’s 
books for the holiday, which this year 
begins on the night of March 30. A third 
book celebrates the rich diversity of the 
Jewish people through photographs.

Looking beyond Passover, a new 
crop of Jewish children’s books beckons 
for the spring that includes a picture 
book on Moe Berg, the Jewish baseball 
player who became a spy for the U.S. 
government; an adventure chapter book 
that travels back to the days of King 
Solomon; and a rollicking graphic novel 
on the life story of Dr. Ruth Westheimer.

Paulie’s Passover Predicament
Written by Jane Sutton; illustrated by 

Barbara Vagnozzi
Kar-Ben; ages 3-8

Paulie is a guitar-playing moos-ician 
who is hosting his very first seder and 
wants it to be just perfect. At the gro-
cery store, he piles his cart with boxes of 
matzah, candles and lots of grape juice. 
But Paulie’s guests – a porcupine, bear, 
bunny and others – giggle and poke 
fun at his seder plate with its really big 
ostrich egg, saltwater with pepper, and 
pine cones rather than walnuts for the 
ceremonial charoset.

Kids will get in on the action when 
Paulie sets out to search for the hidden 
afikomen – until the basement door 
closes shut behind him. Paulie inge-
niously solves the problem and later 
leads his friends in a rousing rendition 
of “Dayenu;” he is especially grateful for 
his freedom.  Jane Sutton’s playful story, 
enhanced by Barbara Vagnozzi’s brightly 
colored illustrations, captures the excite-
ment of celebrating Passover with a ten-
der touch that reinforces the importance 
of being kind to friends.

The Passover Parrot
Evelyn Zusman; illustrated by Kyrsten 

Brooker
Kar-Ben; ages 3-8

Lily lives in a brownstone in 
Brooklyn with her parents and six broth-
ers and sisters. She loves swinging on a 
tire swing that hangs from a large tree in 
their New York City backyard. As the 
family prepares to celebrate Passover, a 
neighbor who is moving drops off her 
pet parrot as a gift that delights Lily; her 
mom, however, doesn’t share the excite-
ment. The parrot’s name is Hametz, the 
word for bread and other leavened food 
that is not eaten during Passover.

Lily is determined to recite the Four 
Questions in Hebrew at the seder, but 
everyone is too busy to help her practice. 
Except Hametz, that is, who repeats the 
questions back to Lily. With a houseful 
of guests for the seder, Lily’s father is 
not amused when Hametz chimes in 
with Lily and he banishes the parrot to 
the girl’s room. Will the seder be ruined 
when Lily discovers Hametz and the 
afikomen missing from her room? Lily 
solves the mystery and the seder comes 
to an uplifting end.

This is a newly illustrated 35th anni-
versary edition of this story by Evelyn 
Zusman, who was a Hebrew school 
teacher in New York and Los Angeles, 
according to Kar-Ben. A lively Lily and 
playful Hametz are center stage through-
out the book’s large, colorful illustrations 
by Canadian artist Kyrsten Brooker. She 
draws readers in on the scenes that evoke 
a nostalgic feel of urban Jewish life in the 
early to mid-20th century.

We Are Jewish Faces
Debra B. Davick
Apples & Honey Press; ages 5-8

This joyful collection of colorful 
photographs conveys the rich diversity of 
Jews today, with the faces of Jewish chil-
dren and teens with their grandparents, 

friends, brothers and sisters. While the 
recommended age range is 5-8, the lively 
but simple photographs will appeal to 
even younger ones, who will be fascinat-
ed by the smiling, cheerful faces of other 
kids. The settings traverse the globe and 
the Jewish life cycle and calendar, from 
blowing the shofar, eating matzah and 
lighting a Hanukkah menorah to gradua-
tions, bar mitzvah celebrations and other 
milestones. Kids are dressed in contem-
porary clothes and traditional elaborately 
decorated Yemenite clothing.

In an author’s note, Debra Davick 
writes that she was first inspired to create 
the book by visiting her children Jewish 
day school many years ago -- a communi-
ty that included Jewish children from an 
array of Jewish families.

_________________

Here are some new Jewish titles on 
the springtime bookshelves:

The Spy Who Played Baseball
Carrie Jones; illustrated by Gary 

Cherrington
Kar-Ben; ages 5-9

Nothing says spring like baseball. 
This new book introduces kids to the 
unusual story of Moe Berg, a Princeton-
educated, multi-lingual major leaguer 
from the 1930s who was inducted into 
the National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame. 
During World War II, Berg became an 
intelligence officer for the U.S. war 
efforts, including in Nazi-controlled 
Europe.

Search for the Shamir
Eric A. Kimmel; illustrations by Ivica 

Stevanovic
Kar-Ben; ages 6-9

This is the second in the “Scarlett 
and Sam” series, a Jewish chapter book 

for older readers. Eric Kimmel, a popular 
and award-winning author, delivers a fun 
adventure story with returning fictional 
twins Scarlett and Sam, who travel back 
in time to ancient Jerusalem, where they 
face the challenge of finding a mythical 
insect called the shamir that the ruler 
needs to build the First Temple.

Roller Coaster Grandma: The 
Amazing Story of Dr. Ruth

Dr. Ruth K. Westheimer and Pierre 
Lehu; illustrated by Mark Simmons

Apples & Honey Press; ages 8-12
In this graphic novel, kids follow 

the remarkable life journey of Ruth 
Westheimer, the popular sex-therapist 
media star known as Dr. Ruth who fled 
the Nazis on a Kindertransport, trained as 
a sniper with the Haganah in Israel and 
immigrated to the U.S.

Search for the Shamir (Courtesy of Kar-Ben)
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Your favorite Jewish foods, updated for Passover
By SHANNON SARNA

(JTA) – Two of my family’s favorite 
dishes are schnitzel and rainbow cookies, 
and I have a feeling your family may feel 
the same. Here’s some great news about 
both: They very easily translate into 
Passover-friendly versions with minor 
adjustments.

While you could serve them for your 
Seder meals, both are great to enjoy during 
chol hamoed, the intermediate days of the 
holiday, when you’re sick of eating left-
over brisket and coconut macaroons.

PASSOVER-FRIENDLY 
CHICKEN SCHNITZEL

Schnitzel is satisfying and easy to 
make, and will be the perfect dinner 
served with some roasted potatoes and a 
simple green salad.

Ingredients
• 2 pounds chicken cutlets

• Salt and pepper
• 2 eggs, beaten
• 2 teaspoons kosher-for-Passover 
 mustard or hot sauce
• 1 teaspoon water
• 1 1/2 cups matzah meal
• 1/2 cup almond meal
• 2 tablespoons sesame seeds (optional)
• 2 tablespoons dried parsley
• 1/2 tablespoon smoked paprika
• 1 teaspoon sea salt
• 1/2 teaspoon black pepper
• Vegetable or canola oil for frying

Directions
1. Combine eggs, mustard or hot sauce 

and water in a large bowl. Combine 
matzah meal, almond meal, sesame 
seeds (if using), parsley, paprika, salt 
and pepper in another large bowl.

2. Dredge each chicken cutlet into egg 
mixture, then into matzah meal mix-
ture, pressing down to ensure the 
entire piece is cover. Lay flat on a 
plate or baking sheet.

3. Pour oil into large sauté pan to about 
1 1/2 inches high over medium-high 
heat.

4. Fry chicken cutlets in batches, 2-3 
at a time, until golden on each side 
-- depending on thickness of chicken, 
around 3 minutes each side. Take care 
not to overcrowd the pan or chicken 
will not cook properly.

5. Remove from pan and allow to cool 
on a wire rack.

6. While chicken is still hot from pan, 
sprinkle each cutlet with additional 
pinch of salt.

PASSOVER-FRIENDLY 
RAINBOW COOKIES

Rainbow cookies are such a beloved 
American staple. The task may seem 
intimating, but once you make your 
own -- especially this Passover-friendly 
version – you will never go back to the 
store-bought version.

Ingredients
For the cake:
• 4 eggs
• 1 cup white sugar
• 4 ounces almond paste, broken into 

little pieces or processed in food pro-
cessor for 30 seconds

• 2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter or mar-
garine

• 1/2 cup matzah cake meal
• 1/2 cup blanched almond flour (not 

almond meal)
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 teaspoon kosher-for-Passover 

vanilla extract
• Red and green food coloring (about 8 

drops each)

For the chocolate glaze:
• 1 cup dark or semisweet chocolate chips
• 1 tablespoon vegetable shortening or 

vegetable oil
• Pinch salt

Special equipment: 3 square baking pans, 
offset spatula, food scale

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 

your pans. Add parchment paper to 
bottom of each pan. Grease again and 

Passover-friendly chicken schnitzel

Wishing the Entire
Nashville Community

A Very Happy and Kosher Passover

From Linda and Jay Amsel
Michelle, Larry Kogan and Family

Stacy, Coby Hanai and Family

add light dusting of matzah cake meal. 
Tap pan to remove any excess flour.

2. Using a hand mixer (or whisk 
attachment to stand mixer), mix 
eggs and sugar until thick and yel-
low. Add crumbled almond paste 
and combine.

3. Add melted butter (or margarine), 
matzah cake meal, almond flour, salt 
and vanilla.

4. Divide batter into 3 even amounts. 
(Try using a food scale if eyeballing 
is too difficult). Leave one plain. 
Add green food coloring to one 
batch of batter. Add red food color-
ing to the other batch of batter.

5. Pour batter into prepared pans. Bake 
for 8-9 minutes, or until just set and 
no longer wet in the middle.

6. Allow to cool completely.
7. Place chocolate, shortening and pinch 

of salt in a glass bowl. Microwave 
for 30-second intervals until melted. 
Stir vigorously to ensure there are no 
clumps.

8. Place a piece of parchment paper on 
top of a platter or baking sheet. Add 
red cake layer to parchment paper. 
Spread thin layer of raspberry jam. 
Top with white layer. Add another 
thin layer of raspberry jam. Top with 
green cake.

9. Carefully spread half the melted 
chocolate on top. Place in refriger-
ator for 15-20 minutes or until com-
pletely hard.

10. Turn over and spread remaining 
chocolate on other side. Place back 
in refrigerator for 30 minutes or 
overnight.

11. Trim edges and slice into cookies.
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lifecycles

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

Tim Gregory
Graphic Designer

Phone and Fax 615.646.7765

Tgregorydesign@comcast.net

Classified AdsClassified Ads
TEMPLE 
CEMETERY PLOTS

For sale in Temple cemetery.
Two adjoining plots. 383-5367

B’nai Mitzvah
Naomi Megan Numbers will 

become a bat mitzvah 
at Congregation Micah 
on March 3. Naomi is 
the daughter of Natalie 
Chantal Lévy-Sousan 
and Mariano Sana of 
Nashville, and Darrin 
Numbers of Joelton, 
Tenn. She is the grand-
daughter of Suzanne and 
the late Andre Sousan of Nashville, Jude 
Roberts of Joelton, and Donald Numbers 
of Galway, N.Y. and sister to Tristan, 
Cedric, and Adrienne Numbers.

Naomi attends seventh grade at 
Harding Academy. She is an accom-
plished dancer, singer, piano player, 
and talented fencer. She enjoys making 
new friends and spending time with her 
puppy. For her B’nai Mitzvah project, 
Naomi has chosen to invest her efforts 
into the Micah community through 
assisting teachers in the classrooms. 

Jacob Rothman will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitzvah 
on March 10 at The 
Temple. Jacob’s parents 
are Russell and Alice 
Rothman. His grand-
parents are Sy and Jo 
Mauskopf of Durham, 
N.C., and Matthew 
and Carole Rothman of 
Woodland Park, N.J.

For his mitzvah project, Jacob is 
working with UniCycle, a school-uni-
form recycling program that collects and 
redistributes outgrown, gently used cloth-
ing to students who need it. Jacob repairs 
clothing (hemming pants, replacing but-
tons, etc.) as needed.

Jacob is in the 7th grade at University 
School of Nashville and in his spare 
time Jacob swims year-round with the 
Nashville Aquatic Club and for the USN 
swim team. He also plays piano and 
enjoys participating in musical theater.

Sympathy
… to the family and friends of West 

End Synagogue member Joseph Lerner, 
who died on Jan. 24 at the age of 76. He 
lived in Cookeville, where he served as 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
at Tennessee Technological University, 
taught in the chemistry department and 
later retired. 

He was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
and earned his doctorate in biochemistry 
from Rutgers University. He came to 
Tennessee Tech from the University of 
Maine at Orono, where he chaired its 
biochemistry department. 

He is survived by his wife, Linda, his 
children: Michael Jeffrey Lerner (Susan), 
Michele Lerner Martens (John), and his 
grandchildren, Samuel, Matthew and 
Benjamin Lerner and Anna-Kate Martens.

… to the family and friends of West 
End Synagogue member Sylvia Rose 
Barish, who died on Jan. 27 at the age 
of 83 after an extended illness. Sylvia 
was predeceased by her parents, Al and 
Mollie Levitan Barish; her sister, Helen 
Barish; her aunt, Esther Levitan Magid 
and her uncle, Mose Levitan.

Sylvia is survived by her cousins 
Bonnie (Doug) Small, Frances (Terry) 
Prince of Memphis, Arlene (Larry) 
Newsome of Santa Rosa Beach, Fla., and 
Marla (Danny) Burns of Panama City 
Beach, Fla.

… to the family and friends of West 
End Synagogue member Steve Dansky, 
husband of Ellen Dansky, who died on 
Jan. 29. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Ruth and Abe Dansky, of bless-
ed memory. Steve was born in Brooklyn 
and moved to Nashville in the early 
1980s to start a shirt manufacturing 
business with his father. He then moved 
into trading index options, which he 
enjoyed as both a business and an educa-
tional hobby. His warmth and friendship 
extended to so many of us and he will be 
missed by all. 

In addition to his wife, Steve is sur-
vived by his children, Maxx Dansky and 
Liza (Lori) Dansky Starr. Condolences 
also go to his siblings Ira (Gari) Dansky 
and Estelle Dansky Seigel (Stuart), sis-
ters-in-law Charlotte Seloff and Barrie 
(Alden) Kirshner, brother-in-law Ned 
(Mickey) Davis, and 65 nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and nephews and great-great 
nieces and nephews. 

… to the family and friends of 
Shirley Nedelman, mother of West End 
Synagogue member Stephen (Ilene) 
Nedelman. She is also survived by her sons,  
Jeffrey Nedelman and David Nedelman, 
grandchildren Rachel Nedelman, Michael 
Nedelman, Samantha (Samuel) Lee, 
Jamie (Samuel) Gerber, Jessica Nedelman 
and great grandchildren Ilana, Joshua, 
Shaina and Max.

… to the family and friends of 
Shirley Zent, mother of Roy (Ambra) 
Zent and Neil (Caroline) Zent, who died 
on Feb. 11 at the age of 82. 

… to the family and friends of Gene 
Solomon Schaffer (brother of Carol 
Katz) who passed away on Feb. 17 at age 
85. In addition to his sister, he is survived 
by his children, Stacey Brouchard and 
Stuart Davis, and four grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Maymie and Harry Schaffer. He was the 
brother-in-law of the late Sol Katz, who 
died on Feb. 18.

His family wishes to thank Brookdale 
and Avalon Hospice for their loving care.

… to the family and friends of 
Congregation Sherith Israel member Sol 
Katz, beloved husband of Carol Katz, 
who passed away on Feb. 18. He was 89. 
In addition to his wife of 59 years, he is 
survived by his daughter, Jody; son-in-
law, Dr. Steve Abram; grandchildren 
Alex, Hannah, Chloe and Gabriel; and 
many loving nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by parents Esther 
and Isaac Katz, brothers Ralph, Sidney 
and Bernie, sisters Freda and Selma, 
and his brother-in-law, Gene Solomon 
Schaffer.

Mr. Katz had many loves in his 
life: family, friends, religion, travel, 
University of Virginia, Tuesday lunch 
group and his exercise class at Jewish 
Community Center.

His family would like to express their 
appreciation to Cynthia Robinson and 
Sandra Andrews for the loving care they 
provided to “Mr. Sol.”

… to the family and friends of Edith 
Schiftan, beloved mother of Rabbi Mark 
and Harriet Schiftan and grandmother 
of Ari, Sarahrose and Jacob Schiftan, 
who died on Feb. 18. Burial was to be in 
California, with a memorial service to be 
held at a later date at The Temple, where 
her son is senior rabbi.

Jewish Federation Executive 
Director Mark Freedman recalled Edith 
Schiftan as “simply a pleasure to be with; 
she possessed a keen intellect and was 
always prepared to engage in discussing 
a wide variety of topics on matters both 
small and great. Her life’s story spanned 
from escape from the Nazis in Austria 

to perilous and challenging sanctuary 
in Shanghai to a full and rich life in 
America. 

“I remember with fondness her 
recounting of her life’s journey at a 
Yom HaShoah program several years 
ago. Edith touched so many of us with 
her kindness and warmth. We extend 
our deepest condolences and extend our 
prayers of solace and comfort to Rabbi 
Schiftan and his entire family.”

… to the family and friends of Eli 
Jacobs, who died on Feb. 18 at age 93. 
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Adolph and Ethel Jacobs; beloved 
wife, Estelle Fisher Jacobs; and sister and 
brother-in-law, Myra Lou Ruben and 
Judge Leon Ruben. 

He graduated from West End 
High School and Western Kentucky 
University, served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II and was awarded 
a Purple Heart. He owned Zager’s Fine 
Foods, had a career in real estate and 
retired to Atlanta. Eli will be lovingly 
remembered for his sense of humor, sweet 
and generous nature, sharp memory, his 
love of big band music and love of the 
Yiddish language. 

He is survived by his brother, Marvin 
Jacobs; children Norman Jacobs, Shelley 
Antin (Bob), Robbie Lustig (Ron) and 
Jan Hoffman (Colman); grandchil-
dren: Natalie (Katee) Antin-McCarty, 
Jamie Antin, Brian, Tracey and Andy 
Lustig, Allyson White (Ricky), Laura 
Shmerling (Phil) and Mark Hoffman; 
great-grandchildren, Sam and Jake 
Shmerling.

… to the family and friends of 
Murray Ocko, who died on Feb. 21. 
He is survived by his daughter, Randi 
(Ralph) Levy and grandchildren Risa, 
Roni and Ross. Services were to be held 
in New York.

Naomi Megan 
Numbers 

Jacob 
Rothman

Learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org
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NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Smarthome Products Dealer

Nest, Lutron, and Legrand
Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens

Baths • Hardware • Plumbing
615-843-3300

www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

REAL ESTATE con’t

REFLEXOLOGY

NASHVILLE ACADEMY OF 
REFLEXOLOGY (NAR) 

4825 Trousdale Drive, Suite 222
Nashville, TN 37220
Office: 615-647-7244

Spa 615-987-0866
www.reflexschool.com

Certification Program, Student Intern 
Clinic, Professional Foot & Hand Spa

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Real Estate to a Global Clientele

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Masters

www.PatriciaStraus.com
patricia@patriciastraus.com

O: 615.447.8000
M: 615.305.8465

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee area 

by taking advantage of this cost-
effective way to reach a loyal repeat 
audience!Call Carrie Mills,Advertising 
Manager to place your professional 

listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or e-mail 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com
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MARCH 28 – APRIL 22
TENNESSEE PERFORMING 

ARTS CENTER
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

615-782-4040 • TPAC.org

WICKED IS FLYING BACK TO NASHVILLE
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upcoming events

Rick & Lynn 
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NASHVILLE


