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Representing Vanderbilt Hillel, Sydney Hanan and Yamila Saiegh were among 
40 youth and young adult volunteers who staffed the phone lines during the 
annual Tzedakah Tzunday phone-a-thon. The Feb. 12 raised more than $114,000 
for the 2017 annual campaign of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. A story and more photos are on Page 5. (Photos by Rick Malkin) 

Tzedakah Tzunday Tzuccess

Mission to Israel engages interfaith couples with clear 
message: “We value you and respect your decisions”

By CHARLES BERNSEN

J
ack Simon and his wife, Andi 
Simon, recently returned from 
a trip to Israel with eight other 
interfaith couples from Nashville, 
and he recalls the moment during 
a group discussion when one of  

 the Jewish partners talked about  
 feeling conflicted, perhaps even a 
little resentful, when asked to help deco-
rate the family Christmas tree.

“I could identify with that,” he said.  
“And it was comforting to know that there 
are others who are facing the same kind of 
issues we do … that there are others we 
can turn to when we have questions.”

Sponsored by Nashville’s two reform 
congregations and underwritten by a 
New Initiatives grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, the 10-day Nashville Interfaith 
Couples Leadership Mission was part of a 
continuing effort “to build a bridge of 
goodwill without expectations,” to the 
local interfaith community, said Rabbi 
Mark Schiftan of The Temple, who led

Continued on pages 2

W
hile Purim doesn’t 
arrive until sunset 
on Saturday, March 
11, the Nashville 
festivities will 
begin a week ear-

lier with two community wide events -- 
the annual Purim Masquerade sponsored 
by NowGen Nashville and the second 
Multigenerational Hamantaschen Bake. 

The masquerade starts at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 4 at The Sutler 
Saloon, 2600 Franklin Pike. Regular 
admission is $45 and includes food and 
one drink ticket. An $80 wristband also 
includes unlimited drinks. For infor-
mation about ticket purchases contact 
Carolyn Hecklin-Hyatt at carolynh@
jewishnashville.org. 

NowGen is the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee’s group 
for young adult professionals, and pro-

ceeds from the masquerade benefit the 
Federation’s annual campaign. 

The Hamantaschen Bake – 
co-sponsored by Hadassah, PJ Library, 
NowGen Nashville, and BBYO – is at 
12:30 p.m. on March 5 at Chabad of 
Nashville, 95 Bellevue Road. Dough 
will be provided, and participants are 
asked to purchase fillings of their choice 
at the door for $5.  All participants will 
get to take home a box of freshly baked 
hamantaschen.  

Chabad will provide lunch for chil-
dren, so that families are able to come 
straight from Sunday school. Please 
RSVP at chabadnashville.com/haman-
tashen. For additional information, con-
tact Nili Friedman at QueenNili@aol.
com or (615) 498-4564. •

More Purim events in Congregational 
News and Events, pages 11-14

Happy Purim,
Nashville

Members of the Nashville Interfaith Couples Leadership Mission to Israel pose on a hill overlooking Jerusalem. Back row (from left): Van 
Robins, Eric Mirowitz, Hilary Mirowitz, Rabbi Mark Schiftan, Harriet Schiftan, Andi Simon, Abby Haitas, John Haitas, Alison Cowan and 
Chad Cowan. Middle row (from left): Jeff Greenfield, Jenny Robins, David Friedman and Amy Friedman. Front row (from left): Carolyn 
Greenfield, Rabbi Laurie Rice, Diana Landa, Jeremy Landa, Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice, Jack Simon, Aaron Lerch and Celia Lerch.
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The interfaith couples trip was led by Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice of Congregation Micah 
and Jewish Federation Associate Executive Director Harriet Schiftan (left) and their 
spouses, Rabbis Laurie Rice and Mark Schiftan of The Temple. The experience “deep-
ened the bond of trust” between the clergy of the Reform congregations, Rabbi 
Schiftan said. 

Interfaith
Continued from page 1
the trip along with his wife, Federation 
Associate Executive Director Harriet 
Schiftan, and Rabbis Laurie and Philip 
“Flip” Rice of Congregation Micah. 

The idea for the trip grew out of a 
discussion between Rabbi Laurie Rice 
and Rabbi Schiftan about the results of 
a 2015 Federation-funded demographic 
study of the Middle Tennessee Jewish 
community, which found that the local 
intermarriage rate is 56 percent and that 
more than a quarter of the adults living 
in Middle Tennessee Jewish households 
are not Jewish. The numbers confirmed 
what the rabbis already knew well: 
Intermarried couples are not an anomaly 
in Nashville, especially for the Reform 
congregations, where they comprise up to 
half the membership. 

The trip also illustrates how Reform 
congregations here and elsewhere 
increasingly are dealing with this real-
ity by eliminating barriers for inter-
faith couples. Thus clergy at both The 
Temple and Congregation Micah not 
only perform intermarriages, they do 
not insist that the non-Jewish spouse 
convert or that the couples raise their 
children as Jews. 

“I can’t control what Jews will do 
in an open and free society,” Rabbi 
Schiftan said. “What I can do is keep 
the door open for them. It’s the obliga-
tion of the Reform movement to serve 
these couples and allow them to be part 
of the Jewish community in the way that 
best suits them.” 

Said Rabbi Laurie Rice, “I am not 
the Jewish police … Our message to 
interfaith couples is: We will meet you 
where you are.” 

The nine interfaith couples repre-
sented a mix in terms of their congre-
gational membership and other com-
munal involvement as well as how long 
they have been married, whether the 
non-Jewish spouse identifies with anoth-
er religion or is intending to convert, 
whether they have children, and how 
they intend to raise their children. 

It was the first visit to Israel for all 
the non-Jewish participants and some 
of their Jewish partners as well, and 
group spent much of the trip as first-time 
tourists normally would: They walked 
the ancient ramparts of the Old City, 
stood at the Kotel and atop the Mount 
of Olives. They experienced the bustle 
of the modern metropolis of Tel Aviv, 
where they toured Independence Hall 
and the Rabin Center and then strolled 
the open-air market at Carmel; they 
bathed in the Dead Sea, sampled wine 
at a Golan Heights winery, gazed at the 
Judean Desert from the top of Masada, 
visited ancient ruins and an early Zionist 
community; they discussed art with a 
Kabbalah-inspired painter in Tsfat and 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with a 
Foreign Ministry official in Jerusalem.

“The best place to connect to 
Judaism is Israel,” said Rabbi Laurie Rice 
in explaining why the interfaith outreach 
effort to the form of a trip to the Jewish 
homeland. 

One goal of the trip was to deep-
en the couples’ appreciation and under-
standing of Judaism and Jewish life, 
particularly the importance of Israel in 
Jewish identity. But the trip also was 
intentionally structured to encourage the 
couples to explore issues that arise in 
interfaith marriages. 

To that end, Harriet Schiftan mod-
erated four evening discussions in which 
the couples explored questions like what 

they hoped to learn during their time in 
Israel with other interfaith couples, what 
advice they would give their younger 
selves or others entering an interfaith 
relationship, and what kinds of things 
can be done to encourage and facilitate 
their participation in Jewish life. She 
began each discussion with a statement 
of values: “We care about you. We value 
you. We respect you, all of you. And we 
respect your decisions. Our job is to be 
sure as a community that we are welcom-
ing you and that we are providing all the 
programs and services that assist you in 
your Jewish Journey as you make Jewish 
decisions.”

The idea was not just to be welcom-
ing but also to encourage the couples to 
start similar discussions, informal and 
formal, within the local interfaith com-
munity. Since returning to Nashville, 
they have participated in a group presen-
tation at The Temple following Shabbat 
service on Feb. 24 and will make a similar 
appearance on March 31 at Micah. 

Meanwhile, Jeff Greenfield, who 
was on the trip with his wife, Carolyn 
Greenfield, has made two slide-show 
presentations about the trip at University 
School of Nashville, where he is head of 
the middle school. 

“We packed so much into nine or 
10 days that it’s a way for me to process 
the trip and make sure I remember every-
thing,” he said. 

The Greenfields, members of The 
Temple, have been married for 20 years 
and were the oldest couple on the trip. 
He’s Jewish, she’s Episcopalian and their 
three children – the oldest is a senior in 
high school and the youngest in the sev-
enth grade – have been exposed to both 
traditions in the home. 

 “I was struck by the sense of pride 
that the people of Israel have, especial-
ly the 18-year-olds who serve in the 
military,” Carolyn Greenfield said. “As 
the mother of child that age, seeing the 
maturity and pride of these young soldiers 
had a real emotional impact on me.”

For his part, Jeff Greenfield mar-
veled at the sense of history and spir-
itual significance that pervades Israel. 
He was particularly moved by the site of 
Christian pilgrims at the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre crying as they rubbed the 
stone where the cross on which Jesus died 
was said to have stood. 

“You realize this is really sacred 
space,” he said.  

Jack and Andi Simon have been 
married less than six months and were 
among the youngest couples on the trip. 
He’s Jewish and she was raised Catholic 
but now identifies herself as Christian. 
Although they don’t yet belong to a 
synagogue, both are involved in the 
Jewish community – he’s the children’s 
program director at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center and she’s a teacher 
in the GJCC’s preschool – and plan to 
raise their future children as Jews. 

For Andi Simon, the trip was an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
religious and cultural community she has 
become a part of. 

“I know Israel is important to Jack, 
and I wanted to be part of that experi-
ence and understand why,” she said. Like 
many others who are unfamiliar with 
Israel and think of it as a nation beset 
by enemies, she was somewhat surprised 
to find that “I never felt unsafe in Israel. 
And I felt welcomed everywhere I went.”  

Jack Simon said the most important 
aspect of the trip – one he did not at all 
expect – was the impact of going as part 
of an interfaith couples group, particularly 

the evening discussions ranging from 
weighty matters about personal religious 
beliefs and spirituality to practical issues 
like how to honor a partner’s religious 
tradition in the home or deal with in-laws 
of a different religious heritage.

And because they work at major 
Jewish institution, the Simons are 
well-positioned to carry the conversa-
tions started on the trip to the broader 
Nashville community. 

“A lot of the kids at the center are 
the children of intermarried parents,” 
Andi Simon said. “I’ve had so many 
parents come up to me and say, ‘You and 
Jack are just like us.’”

As the executive director of 
Congregation Micah, Celia Lerch is simi-
larly positioned. She was on the trip with 
her husband of two years, Aaron Lerch, 
who was raised in a secular home where 
religion and spirituality were not import-
ant. Although Aaron hasn’t decided 
whether he will convert, he often attends 
events at Micah and the couple has 
agreed to have a Jewish home and raise 
their future children as Jews.

The Lerches jumped at the chance 
to go to Israel. His only experience of 

Judaism has been in Nashville, and the 
trip was a chance to understand it in the 
context of the Jewish homeland. 

“The most impactful time for us was 
at the Kotel,” Celia Lerch said. “All nine 
couples gravitated in pairs to the egalitar-
ian section. It was a spontaneous thing, 
not forced or planned. And it was very 
moving for everyone.” 

Both Rabbis Schiftan and Laurie 
Rice described the trip as “transforma-
tional” for themselves and their spous-
es as well. Observing the interfaith 
couples confront important issues of 
religion and identity in the context of 
the Holy Land “caused us to reflect on 
how our own marriage works,” Rabbi 
Rice said. 

The trip also had an impact unre-
lated to intermarriage: It “deepened the 
bond of trust” between the clergy of the 
two Reform congregations, said Rabbi 
Schiftan. Over the past year they have 
begun holding joint services for a few 
weeks during the summer and, in addi-
tion to another interfaith mission, they 
are planning to expand The Temple’s 
Town Hall Series to include both con-
gregations.  •

The group enjoys a wine tasting in the Golan Heights.
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3 Days
DOING 

GOOD

Connects

to all of our donors, volunteers and partner agencies who 
helped make Jewish Federation’s 30 Days of Doing Good 
a huge success! With your support, we can continue to 
provide programs and services that have a real impact on 
Jewish life in Nashville, Israel and overseas. 

THANK YOU!

Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee’s

Develops Leaders

Supports

Collaborates

Empowers

Celebrates
Saves Lives

Builds Community

Educates

Inspires
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Charles 
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as 
jpegs to the e-mail with the related 
news item or story. For material that 
cannot be e-mailed, submissions should 
be sent to Charles Bernsen, The Jewish 
Observer, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 
102, Nashville TN 37205. Photos and 
copy sent by regular mail will not be 
returned unless prior arrangement is 
made. Publication is at the discretion of 
The Observer, which reserves the right 
to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
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we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction or 
clarification, call Editor Charles Bernsen 
at (615) 354-1653 or email him at 
charles@jewishnashville.org.    

From the Federation

Tzedakah Tzunday raises almost $115,000 
with help from teen and young adult volunteers

S
o many teenagers and young 
adults volunteered during 
the final shift of the annual 
Tzedakah Tzunday phone-a-
thon last month that there 
weren’t enough spots at the 

phone bank to accommodate them.
Not a problem. Those without access 

to a land line just whipped out their 
personal cell phones and started making 
calls on behalf of the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

The young people were among more 
than 70 volunteers who showed up at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center on 
Sunday, Feb. 12 to help raise funds for 
the Federation’s 2017 annual campaign. 
By the time the last call had been made, 
the Federation’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year had brought in a total of $114,836 
from a little over 200 donors. 

With the Tzedakah Tzunday pledges, 
the annual campaign has raised $1.543 
million towards its goal of $2.75 million. 

“This year’s Tzedakah Tzunday was 
so successful,” said Naomi Limor Sedek, 
the Federation’s assistant executive direc-
tor. “We saw more multi-generational 
engagement and are looking forward to 
continuing the 30 Days of Doing Good 
momentum.” 

As in years past, the fundraising 
effort was aided by an anonymous donor 
who agreed to match dollar-for-dollar all 
new pledges and all increases in giving by 
previous donors. 

Noting that many young children 

were on hand to see their parents volun-
teer, Sedek said the value of Tzedakah 
Tzunday extends far beyond the funds 
it raises. It provides an opportunity for 
“a real transmission of Jewish values 
between generations through giving back 
and philanthropy.” 

Sedek said she was especially inspired 
during the last shift when more than 40 
people were on the phones, many of 
them representing Vanderbilt Hillel, Get 
Connected, the Federation-sponsored 
Israel immersion program for teenagers, 
and NowGen Nashville, the Federation 

group for young Jewish professionals ages 
22-40. 

“There was so much volunteer ener-
gy in the room and so many young people 
– we had people spilling out of our nor-
mal calling space into the library and on 
the floor in the old lobby of the GJCC,” 
she said. 

Students representing Vanderbilt 
Hillel and Vanderbilt Chabad have been 
a fixture at Tzedakah Tzunday in recent 
years because it is a good way for them 
to show their appreciation and give back 
to the community that supports them, 
said said Ari Dubin, executive director of 
Vanderbilt Hillel. 

“Hillel would not be able to accom-
plish our mission without that communi-
ty support, and Tzedakah Tzunday is an 
important opportunity for us to ensure 
that our students, the future leaders and 
stakeholders of American Jewry, under-
stand the vital role the Federation plays 
in ensuring we are able to function on 
campus,” he said. •

The phone bank on the final shift of Tzedakah Tzunday was filled by teens and young adults representing Vanderbilt, Get Connected 
and NowGen Nashville. 

Zoe Kress, innovation specialist with 
Vanderbilt Hillel, rings a bell after 
securing a pledge for the 2017 annual 
campaign of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Tzedakah Tzunday Volunteers help raised more than $114,000 from more than  200 
donors.
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From the Federation

Federation kicks off annual campaign at President’s 
Award Dinner honoring Patti and David Steine 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

M
ore than 150 people 
were on hand on Jan. 
29 to honor Patti and 
David Steine Jr. for 
their lifelong commit-
ment to the Jewish 

people and to help kick off the 2017 
annual campaign of the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Following personal tributes from 
Vanderbilt Chancellor Nicholas Zeppos 
and the Steines’ daughter, Mara Steine, 
Federation President Lisa Perlen recount-
ed the couple’s long involvement in 
leadership positions with many of Jewish 
Nashville’s most important institutions 
– from the Federation and the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center to Akiva 
School, Hillel and BBYO to Congregation 
Sherith Israel to The Temple. She then 
presented them with the 2017 President’s 
Award, the Federation’s highest honor.

“Your grace, your humility and your 
extraordinary compassion are the greatest 
gifts you continue to bestow upon all of 
us,” Perlen said.

The presentation took place at the 
GJCC during the annual President’s 
Award Dinner hosted by the Bonim 
Society, which includes individuals and 
couples who have made a gift of $1,000 
or more to the annual campaign. The 
event was open to the entire community. 

Aside from kicking off the public 
portion of the 2017 annual campaign, 
the dinner marked the beginning of a 
month-long educational campaign called 
30 Days of Doing Good in which the 
Federation aims to inspire community 
members not only to contribute to the 
annual campaign but also to learn about 
and become involved in community 
activities and causes. 

The Pargh Auditorium was deco-
rated with banners with the catchphrase 

“Donate. Do Good. Explore our Impact” 
as well as posters with testimonials 
from individuals whose lives have been 
enriched by any of the programs, services 
and institutions the Federation sponsors 
or helps fund. A number of those indi-
viduals also spoke in a video presentation 
about the Federation’s impact.

In remarks kicking off the eve-
ning, Dr. Frank Boehm, chair of the 
2017 annual campaign, said this year’s 
ambitious goal of $2.7 million – a 10 
percent increase over the 2016 total – 
seeks to address needs identified in the 
recent demographic study funded by the 
Federation, including the fact that about 
11 percent of the local Jewish population 
has troubling paying for basic needs like 
food, housing or medication. 

Reminding those in attendance that 
the Jewish people, though small in num-
ber, have built a remarkable history of 
achievement through their commitment to 
learning, ethical behavior and each other, 
Boehm said, “Likewise, we Nashville and 

More than 150 people join hands at the President’s Award Dinner 
during a reading from Edmund Flegg’s “Why I am a Jew.” (Photos by Rick Malkin)

Patti and David Steine Jr. with their daughter, Mara 
Steine, at the President’s Award Dinner. “They have 
instilled in me the importance of supporting your fellow 
Jews and giving not only tzedakah but also my time to help 
others,” said Mara, who is a among six young adults in the 
first cohort of the Emerging Leadership Institute, a new 
Federation initiative to recruit and train the next gener-
ation of leaders for its Community Relations Committee. 

Dr. Frank Boehm, chair of the Federation’s 2017 annual campaign, speaks to more 
than 150 people at the annual President’s Award Dinner, which kicked off the public 
portion of the campaign as well as the Federation’s special educational campaign 30 
Days of Doing Good. 

Federation President Lisa Perlen presented the Steines with the President’s Award, a 
papercut by Kim Phillips with the Hebrew words Torah, avodah and gemilut chasidim 
– Torah, service and acts of loving kindness.

Middle Tennessee Jews may be small in 
number, yet our 4,700 households contain-
ing 8,000 Jews speak forcefully, act boldly 
and commit ourselves to what is good and 
holy in life. We stand together as one com-
munity and one people.”

In accepting the President’s Award, 
Patti Steine recalled how involvement 
in Jewish communal affairs after her mar-
riage to David 28 years ago provided an 
opportunity to become familiar with her 
new community. 

“From the very early chavurah 
we were members of, to the Temple 
Preschool, Temple Sisterhood Board, 
NCJW, Federation, Akiva School, and 
the Jewish Community Center, I came 
to know so many wonderful people with 
varied Jewish backgrounds and practic-
es,” she said. “I have gained much sat-
isfaction through my involvement and 
appreciated the welcoming and inclusive 
nature of the people I have worked with.” 

For his part, David Steine, a native 
of Nashville, said the involvement of his 
parents, the late Peggy and David Steine, 
in civic and philanthropic affairs instilled 
in him and his siblings the importance of 

giving back to both the Jewish communi-
ty and the larger Nashville community. 
He also paid tribute to other communal 
leaders who had inspired and counseled 
him, in particular Sandy Averbuch, the 
first recipient of the President’s Award in 
2012, who died last fall year. 

“Sandy taught me and many others 
that communal decisions and discussions 
must take place within the context of our 
Jewish values, even if the results of those 
decisions cost us more time and money,” 
he said.

Steine also recalled how his Jewish 
volunteerism began with a simple request 
by Annette Levy to help set up and run 
the annual Jewish book fair at the old 
JCC on West End Avenue.

“She did not ask me if I were ready to 
begin a 40-year commitment to the Jewish 
community. If she had, I probably would 
have said no,” Steine said. “In a similar 
way, we must learn to engage many more 
Jews in our community – 25-year olds 
and 65-year olds, men and women, who 
are willing to help in ways suited to their 
unique talents and interests. Whether it is 
for an hour, a day or a year.” •



4014 Hillsboro Circle (Green Hills)  
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Make Your Mother Happy...
Eat and Enjoy!!!

(((As Voted by readers of the Nashville Scene)))

Best Breakfast 2014 & 2015
Best Deli for 18 years

Best Bloody Mary

Best Kids Menu
Best Chocolate Shake
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From the Federation

Community Relations Communiqué

By ADI BEN DOR 

I
n many countries, including the 
United States, March is “Women’s 
History Month,” when we high-
light the historical and social con-
tributions of women and celebrate 
their achievements. 

In Israel, the history of women’s 
rights goes back to the days before the 
establishment of the State. In 1897, 
the World Zionist Organization declared 
that Jewish women have the right to vote 
and be elected to the Zionist Congress. 
Despite this declaration, it wasn’t until 
1925 that Jewish communities in Israel 
began implementing women’s political 
rights, an exceptional development for 
that time. After the second wave of 
immigration to Israel, equality became 
a core value in the developing society, 
so much that the Israeli Declaration of 
Independence promised “full social and 
political equality of all its citizens, with-
out distinction of race, creed or gender.” 
It was signed by two women (Rachel 
Cohen-Kagan and Golda Meir). 

Many laws conveyed the desire 
to implement true equality between 
the genders, such as the “Compulsory 
Educational Law” (1949) and the 
“Women’s Equal Rights Law” (1951), 
which together anchored women’s equal 
right for educational and political rights. 
Even so, the road toward gender equality 

was still long, and women had to unite 
and continue fighting for their rights. As 
the feminist movement developed glob-
ally, Israeli women’s organizations such 
as “Na’amat” and “WIZO” (Women’s 
International Zionist Organization) 
gained power, and alongside revolution-
ary women, led to policy and social 
changes that benefited women.

The Israeli health care system 
developed thanks to Hadassah, which 
also is known as The Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, established 
in March 1912 by Henrietta Szold in 
New York. The first goal of Women 
of Hadassah was to help newborns and 
their mothers by providing pasteurized 
milk and tracking the growth of babies. 
It took only a few years before Hadassah 
had hospitals in Zefat, Tiberius, Jerusalem 
and Jaffa. From these early efforts came 
some of the world’s leading research and 
treatment hospitals, and schools of med-
icine and nursing.

When I think of significant Israeli 
women, the first who comes to mind 
is Israel’s fourth prime minister, Golda 
Meir. Throughout her life, Meir served 
in many notable political positions 
before becoming prime minister. She 
paved the way for many female poli-
ticians, helping them believe in their 
ability to influence their reality through 
the political system that was, for many 
years, a male territory. 

Recalling strong Israeli women
Another inspirational woman is 

Rona Ramon, best known as the wife of 
the first Israeli astronaut, Ilan Ramon. 
After losing her husband and son in 
tragic flight accidents, Ramon chose to 
contribute her energy towards creating 
and promoting educational programs 
for Israeli youth by establishing the 
“Ramon Foundation.” For many, she 
symbolizes the strength to choose life 
even while dealing with loss.  Last 
year, Ramon was chosen to light one 
of the twelve torches during Israel’s 
Independence Day celebrations. 

The year before, another influential 
woman was given the Yom Ha’atzmaut 
torch-lighting honor. Lucy Aharish, an 
Israeli Arab news reporter and tele-
vision host, was the first Arab news 

presenter on a Hebrew Israeli television 
channel, and is known for her devotion 
to human rights in Israel and world-
wide. For many she is the epitome of 
a clever woman who has broken many 
barriers and proved that hard work can 
lead to success. 

These three women represent a 
much larger group. They showed me, a 
young Israeli woman, that we have the 
ability to influence our society, fight for 
our rights and make a change. 

Here’s to strong women. May we 
know them, may we be them. •

Adi Ben Dor is serving a two-year ten-
ure as community shlicah (Israeli emissary) 
with the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. 

Hadassah fundraiser will honor 
inspirational Israeli Women 

T
he Nashville Chapter 
of Hadassah will honor 
inspirational Israeli 
women on Sunday, April 
2 as part of a donor event 
at the Gordon Jewish 

Community Center.  
Following a sit-down dinner catered 

by Bobbie Limor, there will be a dra-
matic performance featuring notable 
Israeli women by The Hadassah Players. 
The women honored come from differ-
ent sectors of life but share the common 
tie of all having made a major contribu-
tion to Israeli society.  

“I am so excited about our Hadassah 
Players production, first because of the 

amazing Israeli women who have had 
such impact on Israeli society; and sec-
ond, because of the enthusiasm, experi-
ence and dramatic flair of our Hadassah 
Players,” said Leslie Klein, who is coor-
dinating the production. “We are also 
extremely blessed to have an extraor-
dinary playwriting team evoking the 
presence of pilots and spies, activists, 
educators and poets, bringing them to 
life on our stage.”

The cost is $60 per person, plus a $50 
minimum donation. Those interested in 
attending should RSVP by Thursday, 
March 23 to HadassahNashville@gmail.
com. For further information, contact 
Nili Friedman at (615) 498-4564. •

Among the women who will be featured by the Hadasah Players on April 2 are Lucy 
Aharish (left), first Arab-Israeli news anchor on Hebrew-language Israeli television; 
Hannah Rovina (center), the “First Lady of Hebrew Theater,” and Karnit Flug, econo-
mist and first female Governor of the Central Bank of Israel.

Micah’s women’s seder will 
host women from Thistle Farms 
and Islamic Center of Nashville

C
ongregation Micah holds 
its fifth annual seder 
for women at 7 p.m. on 
April 4 when it will host 
women from the Islamic 
Center of Nashville and 

Thistle Farms, a business that is run by 
and employs women with histories of 
substance abuse and prostitution.

Rabbi Laurie Rice will lead “A 
Women’s Seder,” which will feature the 
music of Micah cantorial soloist Lisa 
Silver and singer/songwriter Batsheva. 
Dinner will be served, and guests are 
invited to bring their favorite dessert 
to share. The event is free and open to 
the public; however, those who plan to 
attend must RSVP in advance on the 

Micah website under “Events.” 
“Given the message of freedom in 

our seder story, we loved welcoming the 
women of Thistle Farm and Magdalene 
House last year to learn about their per-
sonal paths to freedom from addiction 
and prostitution. We are delighted that 
they will be joining us again his year,” 
Rabbi Rice said. 

“Given the current political cli-
mate, we have expanded our shared 
community and welcome the women 
and girls from the Islamic Center of 
Nashville. Together as Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim women, we will honor our 
collective freedom and liberation in 
mutual respect and celebration through 
the Passover seder.” •
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Annual CRC Seder on March 14 
will focus on social justice  

T
he Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee’s annual 
Community Relations 
Seder on March 14 focus on 
the theme of social justice. 

“Unmet Promises: Building a Just 
Community” begins at 6 p.m. at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center and 
will include dinner. The service will be 
led by Rabbis Laurie and Philip “Flip” 
Rice of Congregation Micah. 

The guest speaker will be Yavilah 
McCoy, an African American Jew who 
was named one of “16 faith leaders 
to watch in 2016” by the Center for 
American Progress. McCoy found-
ed Ayecha, a nonprofit organization 
that provides educational resources 
for Jewish diversity and advocacy for 
Jews of color in the United States. In 
2009, she co-wrote and performed “The 
Colors of Water,” an original theatrical 
piece that tells the story of the four 
generations of her African-American 
Jewish family.

Hosted by the Federation’s 
Community Relations Committee, the 
annual event is aimed at building alli-
ances and fostering understanding about 

Judaism and Jewish culture in the broader 
Nashville community. This year’s seder is 
co-hosted by Vanderbilt Hillel. 

The seder is free and open to the 
public, although space is limited. Those 
who plan to attend are asked to RSVP 
by March 7 at www.jewishnashville.org/
communityseder. For more information, 
contact Abbie Wolf, the Federation’s 
community relations director, at abbie@
jewishnashville.org. •

Yavilah McCoy

From the Federation

A preview of “Hate Spaces: The 
Politics of Intolerance on Campus”

By MARK S. FREEDMAN

O
ne of the top priorities 
of the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee and its 
Community Relations 
Committee is to work to 

combat the rising tide of anti-Semitism in 
the general community and more specifi-
cally on college and university campuses. 
There has been an alarming increase of 
anti-Semitic activity on American college 
campuses. It has no geographic boundar-
ies or ideological fences. Anti-Semitism 
can emerge from neo-Nazi groups, white 
supremacist organizations and from groups 
like Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP). 
SJP has emerged as a leading proponent of 
anti-Israel activity which often morphs 
into anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic activity. 

It is within this growing climate of 
troubling uncertainty and challenge for 
current Jewish college students and those 
Jewish teens who will soon be choosing 
and entering college that an important 
new film has been produced entitled 
“Hate Spaces: The Politics of Intolerance 
on Campus.” It will be screened at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center on 
Sunday, March 5 at 2:30 p.m. 

The screening of the 70-minute film 
will be followed by a panel discussion 

which will include the film’s executive pro-
ducer, director and writer, Avi Goldwasser, 
along with local panelists Rabbi Mark 
Schiftan of The Temple, Vanderbilt Hillel 
Director Ari Dubin and me. 

The panel will also include a repre-
sentative of the Israel Action Network 
(IAN), a joint project of the Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs and the Jewish 
Federations of North America. IAN is an 
important national player in the move-
ment to combat the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement targeted 
at Israel and it is a strong advocate fight-
ing academic boycotts targeted at Israel. 
IAN also works closely with clergy and 
lay leaders within the mainline Christian 
churches to oppose and defeat BDS reso-
lutions and divestment efforts.

“Hate Spaces” is being hosted locally 
by Maria and Bernard A. Pargh, and the 
March 5 screening will be the Tennessee 
premiere of the movie. The film has 
already been shown in Miami, Newton, 
Mass.; New Haven, Orlando, Denver 
and other locations. It was also screened 
for members of Congress on Capitol Hill 
last month. Among the film’s co-spon-
sors in other venues have been Jewish 
Federations, JCCs, the Jewish National 
Fund, Israel Bonds, CAMERA, Hadassah 
and several congregations.

“Hate Spaces” examines in great 

detail how anti-Semitism is being made 
fashionable at many American and 
Canadian universities through the ongo-
ing academic delegit-
imization of Israel. 
Often led by groups 
like SJP, anti-Israel 
advocates seek alli-
ances with groups 
that don’t have a par-
ticular Israel agenda 
and co-opt them to 
engage in anti-Isra-
el programs in the 
name of social justice. 
The phenomenon is 
called intersectional-
ity, and it is particu-
larly troublesome for 
Jewish students who 
are often singled out 
and subjected to hos-
tile and at time violent attacks when they 
attempt to defend Israel in public forums 
and at student meetings.

“Hate Spaces” features two Jewish stu-
dents who were initially rejected for posi-
tions in student government solely because 
of their religion. Expert commentators 
providing analysis throughout the film 
include well-known constitutional lawyer 
Alan Dershowitz, Jerusalem Post columnist 
Caroline Glick, Kenneth Marcus, the head 
of the Louis Brandeis Center, and author 
and columnist Melanie Phillips.

“Hate Spaces” is a film that should 
be viewed by anyone in our Jewish com-
munity who has an interest in learning 
more about the current state of affairs 
regarding anti-Semitic activity on many 
college campuses. The film challenges the 
viewer to consider the following state-

ment offered by one of its commentators: 
“Ideology knows the answer before the 
question is asked.” 

This is the 
unfortunate situa-
tion in which many 
young Jewish college 
students will find 
themselves as they 
enter college. “Hate 
Spaces” will provide 
them with the first 
building block of 
understanding this 
complex environ-
ment in which they 
will, perhaps for the 
first time, encoun-
ter opponents who 
reject them not only 
for who they are, but 
for what they believe 

and hold dear when it comes to Israel.
During the discussion following the 

film, the panelists will explore how to move 
beyond awareness of the issue by suggesting 
strategies and tactics to prepare young 
adults to become effective proponents in 
combatting anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
activities they might encounter on campus. 
They will also suggest ways in which com-
munity members can be effective activ-
ists in dealing with college and university 
administrators who either ignore or refuse 
to take action against groups on campus 
that engage in hateful behavior. 

So, please plan to attend “Hate Spaces” 
on Sunday, March 5. I’ll see you there. •

Mark S. Freedman is the Executive 
Director of the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

“Hate Spaces: The Politics of Intolerance 
on Campus” is produced and distributed 
by Americans for Peace & Tolerance. 
The Gordon Jewish Community Center 
is providing its facilities for the March 5 
screening on a rental basis. The views 
and opinions of the film’s producer and 
distributor do not necessarily represent 
the views of the GJCC or the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. Nor is the GJCC or the 
Jewish Federation responsible for the 
content of the film. The titles and 
affiliations of the local panelists are for 
identification purposes only.

ACLF License 59   © 2017 Belmont Village, L.P.

615-279-9100 • belmontvillage.com

�e C�munity Built f� Li�.®

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Winner of the Argentum 2016 Best of the Best and George Mason University Healthcare
Awards for the Circle of Friends© memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment.

G R E E N  H I L L S

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!
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U N M E T  P R O M I S E S :  B U I L D I N G  A  J U S T  C O M M U N I T Y

TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2017 AT 6 PM
AT THE GORDON JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

801 PERCY WARNER BLVD | NASHVILLE, TN | 37205

Led by Rabbis Laurie and Flip Rice, Congregation Micah

The Community Relations Committee of the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee and Vanderbilt Hillel invite you 
to the 2017 Community Relations Seder

Speaker: 
Yavilah McCoy 

Educator and activist Yavilah McCoy was named as one of “16 Faith Leaders to  
Watch in 2016.” As a third-generation Jewish African American, she draws on the  

experiences of Jews of Color to build community within the social justice movement.

RSVP by March 7, 2017 at www.jewishnashville.org/communityseder.
Space is limited. Dinner will be served.
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 April 2, 2017
 6:00–8:30 p.m.
 Gordon Jewish Community Center

 NashvilleHadassah@gmail.com

1. Delicious sit-down dinner catered by Bobbie Limor.
2. Cocktail hour to schmooze and booze.
3. Dramatic performance by the one and only “Hadassah Players”!
4. Opportunity to learn about inspiring Israeli women.
5. Guest Speaker Patty Ungar from National Hadassah and Guest 

Emcee President of Hadassah Southern, Bonnie Boring.
6. One donation covers you and your “+ 1.”
7. All money raised will be donated to Youth Aliyah to help Children 

At Risk and Youth Aliyah Villages.
8. Gain a better understanding of all that Hadassah does both in 

Israel and in the United States.
9. Everybody who is anybody will be there.
10. Money back guarantee that you will leave feeling inspired!

Top Ten Reasons to Attend Hadassah’s  
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@ Micah
Purim at 
Congregation Micah: 
A talk on Esther, 
potluck dinner and 
medieval carnival
Lecture on Esther and dinner

Vanderbilt University professor A-J 
Levine will present “Queen Esther’s 
Story: Politics, religions, identity, ethics, 
and gender relations” on Friday, March 
10 following Shabbat service and potluck 
dinner. 

The Book of Esther is much more 
than a children’s story and Esther her-
self much more than an ancient beauty 
queen. 

The event is free and open to the 
public. The service begins at 6 p.m. and 
will be followed by the potluck dinner. 
Micah provides the main dish (poultry); 
those participating in the potluck should 
bring a non-dairy side dish. 

Please RSVP on the Micah website 
under “events” no later than March 5. In 
the spirit of Purim, those who attend are 
invited to wear your costume.

Medieval Purim carnival
Micah’s Purim Carnival will be from 

12: 30-2 p.m. on Sunday, March 12. 
The event, which will follow reli-

gious school, is the annual fundraiser for 
Micah Temple Youth’s (MiTY). This 
year’s theme is “Medieval Micah.”

More information is on the Micah 
web site under Events.

Also in March 
at Micah… 
• A Women’s Circle hosted by Jackie 

Harrison and Ruth Feinberg on Friday, 
March 17 at Harrison’s home in 
Bellevue. Lunch will begin at noon and 
will be followed by learning and con-
versation led by Rabbi Laurie Rice from 
12:45 – 2 p.m. The event is free and open 
to all women. RSVP by March 13 to 
Feinberg at dickru28786@gmail.com. 

• The Micah Book Club meeting on 
March 3 following Shabbat Service 
will discuss The Aleppo Code by Terry 
Brennan. 

• Shabbat Shaband, Micah’s volunteer 
ensemble, accompanies cantorial solo-
ist Lisa Silver with a blend of blessings 
and traditional klezmer offerings at the 
6 p.m. service on Friday, March 17. 

• Wendy Sachs reads and signs copies of 
her new book, Fearless and Free: How 
Smart Women Pivot – and Relaunch 
Their Careers, at the home of Ingrid 
Mayer from 7-8:30 p.m. on March 
28. The reading is open to all women. 
Please RSVP on the Micah Events 
page at www.congregationmicah.org/
events.  •

@ Sherith Israel
CSI Purim party 
fundraiser 
will celebrate 
Persian culture

Congregation Sherith Israel’s annu-
al fundraiser on March 12 will be a 
big Purim party celebrating Persian food, 
drink, music and culture. 

“An Evening in Persia” begins at 6 
p.m. at the synagogue and is open to the 
entire community. 

“The evening will be a wonderful cel-
ebration of Persian culture with a sump-
tuous family-style Persian dinner catered 

by Sova, cocktails inspired by 
members of our Persian com-
munity, and music that will 
make people want to get up 
and dance,” said Pam Kelner, 
who is co-chair of the event 
with Daniella Pressner. 

“Weather permitting, we will have 
music outside on the new deck so that 
people can dance, and we’re working on a 
fun video ala Dave Letterman titled, “You 
know you’re Persian if…” with responses 
from various community members.”

Tickets are $140 each and are avail-
able in the Sherith Israel office or online 
at www.sherithisrael.com/. For more infor-
mation, call the Sherith Israel office at 

(615) 292-6614 or go online to www.
sherithisrael.com/ . 

 “Purim celebrates the physical sur-
vival of the Jewish people, and the best 
way to celebrate physical survival is by 
doing that which people need to do to 
survive: EAT,” said Rabbi Saul Strosberg. 
“So this happy event is really the perfect 
time to come together to celebrate and 
support Sherith Israel.” •

While Christ the King church is at 3001 Belmont Blvd (front door faces Blvd), the parking lot and the 
entrance to the Parish Hall are behind the church, running along Oakland Ave (the parallel rear street).

Congregational news & events

Please support the businesses
 that advertise in the 

Observer and help support our 
community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...
you saw their ad here!
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Financial Aid available 
for Jewish 
Overnight 
Summer 
Camp

Many of us remember those summers at camp that inspired our 
connection to Judaism – the singing after dinner or Havdalah on the 
edge of the lake at sunset. The Jewish summer camp experience creates 
community for life, not just for a summer.

Year after year our children return from camp with stories, memories 
and friendships. For many of them it is the first time they’re surrounded 
by all things Jewish. Overnight Jewish camping is wonderful way to 
introduce children to the joy and celebration of Jewish traditions.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee realizes 
the importance of building Jewish life and makes financial assistance 
available on a need basis for  students to attend Jewish summer camps. 
If you know someone who could benefit from this information, please 
share it. To request information on summer camp opportunities or for a 
scholarship application, please contact Tania Bukengolts at the Jewish 
Federation at tania@jewishnashville.org or 615-354-1668 and send 
completed applications to campscholarships2017@jewishnashville.org .

  All inquiries are confidential. The deadline for submitting applications 
is March 15, 2017.

 

2 0 1 7
Saturday, March 4 
8:30pm-11:30pm

THE SUTLER
2600 FRANKLIN PIKE #109, NASHVILLE, TN 37204 

Ticket prices:  
$45 (includes 1 drink ticket) 

$80 (includes 4 drink tickets)

DRESS TO IMPRESS!
GET YOURS NOW AT 

WWW.NOWGENNASHVILLE.ORG.

Sponsored by: 
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@ The Temple
Purim at The Temple: Mazel Tones, 
congregational dinner, carnival and more 

 
Purim service and dinner

The Temple will hold a special Purim service on Friday, March 10 at 6 p.m. fea-
turing the Mazel Tones, the junior choir. The service will be preceded by an oneg at 
5:15 and followed by a Topsy Turvey congregational dinner with activities for children. 

Preschool party and Tot Shabbat
The Purim festivities for young children begins at 10 a.m. on March 10 with The 

Temple Preschool celebration.  The next day Tot Shabbat will be a celebration of 
Purim with Rabbi Shana Mackler, Cantor Tracy Fishbein and Ms. Jan featuring songs, 
crafts, a story and treats 

Purim carnival 
The Temple’s annual Purim carni-

val will begin at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 12. It will include a petting zoo, 
inflatable attractions, karaoke, a costume 
contest, trackless train, arts and crafts, 
lunch, sweet treats.

Call The Temple office for infor-
mation about tickets and special family 
passes. 

Also in March at 
The Temple … 
• Dr. Frank Boehm and attorney Hal 

Hardin will present differing views on 
the issue of medical aid in dying in on 
March 1 as part of the ongoing Temple 
Town Hall series.  Their discussion 
begins at 7 p.m. and will be moderat-
ed by attorney Irwin Kuhn. A ques-
tion-and-answer session will follow. 

• Dr.  Paulette Coleman, chair of NOAH 
Affordable Housing and Gentrification 
Task Force, will be the guest speaker at 
Shabbat service on March 3. 

• The Temple Bookclub will meet at 
10 a.m. on March 5 to discuss Did You 
Ever Have a Family by Bill Clegg

• Next Dor will host a Whole Foods 
cooking class at 6:30 p.m. on March 
17. For details contact Rabbi Michael 
Shulman at rabbishulman@temple-
nashville.org.

• Hike & Havdalah and March 18 at 
Percy Warner Park. Meet at the top 
of the steps at the end of Belle Meade 
Boulevard at 3:45 p.m. for a 2.5-mile 
on the white trail. Havdalah will be at 
5:30 p.m. at the stone gate at the park 
entrance.  •

Congregational news & events

Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
IN MEMORY OF HANNAH KAYSER PALMER

Thursday, April 6, 2017

11:30am

At the Gordon Jewish Community Center

$10 per person

SEDER LED BY RABBI SAUL 

STROSBERG
Send reservations to Anna Sir

Jewish Family Service

801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103

Nashville, TN 37205

615.354.1686

helpinghands@jfsnashville.org

Open to seniors 

of all ages in the 

Nashville 
Jewish 

community.

@ West End
Purim at WES: The Megillah – twice –  
with tacos and pizza 
Sudedat Shlishit  

West End’s Purim celebration begins after mincha on Saturday, March 11 with a 
free taco Sudedat Shlishit dinner at 5:45 p.m. Then, following ma’ariv, there will be 
an open bar (donations accepted) and the reading of the Megillah followed by dessert. 

A Purim pizza party
 Following the 9 a.m. morning service on Sunday, March 12 there will be 

another Megillah reading and then a pizza party at 11:45 a.m. 

Continued on pages 14
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Congregational news & events
Continued from page 13

Also in March at WES
• A citywide forum, “Refugees: Straight Talk,” hosted by the WES Social Action 

Committee begins at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 9. A panel discussion and remarks 
from two refugees will be followed by a question-and-answer session and dessert. 
For information, contact the synagogue at (615) 269-4592 or office@westendsyn, or 
email Judy Saks at mountvu@att.net. 

• A senior dinner at 7 p.m. on Friday, March 24 following the evening service. 
The dinner, which will be catered by Bobbie Limor, is free for members, $10 for 
non-members. RSVP to linda@westendsyn.org.

@ Chabad
Purim at Chabad: Hamantaschen, the 
Big Megillah, a Caribbean Purim and more 
Hamantaschen Bake 

Congregation Beit Tefilah will host the second Multigenerational Hamantashen 
Bake at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 5. The event is open to the entire communi-
ty and along with Chabad is being co-sponsored by Hadassah, PJ Library, NowGen 
Nashville, BBYO.

Participants of all ages are invited to bake hamantashen of all varieties. Dough will 
be provided, and participants are asked to purchase fillings of their choice at the door 
for $5.  All participants are invited to take home a box of freshly baked hamantashen 
for Purim.  

Chabad will provide lunch for children, so that families are able to come straight 
from Sunday school. Please RSVP at chabadnashville.com/hamantashen.

For additional information, contact Nili Friedman at QueenNili@aol.com or (615) 
498-4564.

A Purim lesson on anti-Semitism
As part of its Purim activities, Chabad 

will offer a study session on how the story in 
the book of Esther offers a guide to fighting 
anti-Semitism and hatred. 

 “The Solution to Anti-Semitism: 
Combating Hatred with Jewish Pride” will 
be taught by Rebbetzen Esther Tiechtel at 
1:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 11 in the 
Oak Library at Chabad. 

 Haman was neither the first nor 
the last to seek a “final solution” in regard 
to Jews, and this session will seeks to under-
stand what lies behind the hate in order to 
address it. 

 
The Big Megillah

Chabad will celebrate Purim with the 
Big Megillah, the reading of the Purim 
story, on Saturday, March 11. Festivities 
begin at 7:15 with the booing of Haman 
and will continue with the reading of the 
Megillah and a hamantaschen-eating con-
test. All participants will receive a special 
Purim gift. 

Caribbean Purim celebration 
Chabad’s Purim festivities conclude on 

Sunday, March 12 with its annual Purim 
Around the World celebration, which this 
year has a Caribbean theme. 

The event will include the Megillah 
reading, a Caribbean dinner by executive 
chef Carlos Davis from Barbados who spe-
cializes in Caribbean cuisine, a haman-
tashen bar, a Caribbean steel drum band, 
Jamaican face painting, costume contest 
and a Purim gift for each participant.

The event is open to the public. There 
is a nominal fee to cover the cost of the din-
ner. RSVP is required by March 7,  at www.
chabadnashville.com.

Also in March at 
Chabad …
• A new course, “Joshua Uncovered,” will 

be offered on Monday nights at 7:30 p.m. 
during March, April and May. there is no 
cost for the course, although students are 
required to purchase the textbook. For 
more information or to register please 
chabadnashville@gmail.com or call 
(615) 646-5750.

•  Chabad will host Hadassah Shabbat at 
6:30 p.m. on Friday, March 24 followed 
by a traditional Shabbat dinner and 
greetings from the Haddassah leader-
ship. The dinner is free. Those plan-
ning to attend are asked to RSVP to 
chabadnashville@gmail.com. •
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April 25-30 | ON SALE NOW! 
TPAC.ORG Curious • 615-782-4040

Groups of 10 or more call 615-782-4060 
CuriousOnTour.com

“BELIEVE THE BUZZ”
— VARIETY

Broadway series  
sponsored by

TPAC.org is the official 
online source for buying 
tickets to TPAC events.

“EYE-OPENING, 
LIFE-AFFIRMING,  
AND UNMISSABLE.”

— TIME MAGAZINE

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennesseeat www.jewishnashville.org
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T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

• Aging in Place Design and Planning Services
• Move Management and Relocation Assistance

• Downsizing, Packing and Sorting Services
• Estate Sale and Donation Coordination

• After the Move Support

www.aginginplaceservices.net
615.330.9918   Sara Beth Warne   sbwarne@aginginplaceservices.net

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

Ess & Fress 
Catering
Dvora Davidson – owner
615-636-3446
essandfresscatering@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook @essandfress

Specializing in traditional holiday foods.
Call in your orders now through April for Passover items.

Bringing back your favorite dishes from Goldies’ Deli and more!

Our Goal is Your Goal. HOME.

®

Ess & Fress Catering: Bring back kosher 
favorites from Goldie’s Deli plus more 

Ess & Fress Catering is now offering kosher food services to Nashville and the sur-
rounding areas. Owned by Dvora Davidson and co-operated by her and mother Goldie 
Morris (formerly of Goldie’s Deli), Ess & Fress is offering both traditional Jewish style 
dishes and other specialties according. The two are bringing back many of the dishes 
that so many grew to love at Goldie’s, such as the tuna salad, matzo ball soup and spin-
ach kugel. 

The duo catered for Camp Davis at the Gordon Jewish Community Center last 
summer, sparking a huge interest in cooking for the kids. They started a lunch program 
in February for the GJCC’s Early Childhood Learning Center and are now providing the 
children with fresh and delicious food. Additionally, they will be re-opening the snack 
bar at the pool and again catering for Camp Davis this summer. 

The ladies are very excited to announce that they will also be selling matzo ball 
soup available for pickup every Friday at the GJCC front desk, where you can find the 
order form.  Also, please stay tuned for items that will be available this Passover. In 
addition to Goldie’s Beet Red Horseradish, E&F will be making other Passover special-
ties that will be available through the GJCC. For additional information on Ess & Fress, 
please visit Facebook @essandfress or email Dvora at essandfresscatering@gmail.com.

Blakeford Rehab-to-Home Center: 
Getting you back on your feet quickly

An injury or illness disrupts your life and all you want is to get back home. At the 
Rehab-to-Home Center at Blakeford, we understand that. So we’ve created a unique 
setting designed to get you back on your feet as quickly as possible.

 “What we’ve done is take all the very best our therapy and nursing team have to 
offer and combined those services with a great hospitality experience,” said Blakeford 
CEO, Van Cluck. “We know that there are many people who would benefit greatly 
from an inpatient rehab environment, but resist that because of that environment. 
Rehab-to-Home changes that.”

As a guest of The Rehab-to-Home Center, you’ll enjoy:
 • In-suite dining in your private suite.
 • Concierge services.
 • Dedicated entrance and parking for you and your visitors.
 • Access to a transitional rehab apartment.
 • A lounge area, reading nook, and coffee shop right outside your suite.

Our comprehensive rehab services provide a focus on higher levels of balance, 
strength, and skills training; customized aggressive treatment plans using the most 
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Owners:
Mary Cornelius
Elaine Taubin
615.500.2534

www.auntmaryspetsitting.com

current practices, and therapists who work closely with your physician to monitor your 
progress

And as part of the Blakeford family, you can be assured you are receiving the same 
excellent service and care that we extend to all as the premier provider of senior lifestyle 
solutions in Nashville.

Call (615) 665-2217 to schedule a tour or discover more at Blakeford.com/rehabtohome.

Aunt Mary’s Pet Sitting: Stepping in 
with loving care when you are away  

Aunt Mary’s Pet Sitting LLC is a licensed and insured dog-walking, pet-sitting, 
and house-sitting company serving the Nashville area. When you are unable to be at 
home with your pets, we will step in with loving care. We consider the level of care we 
show your home to be second only to the love and attention we provide for your pets. 
Our services are highly customized to the needs of our clients and the rhythms of their 
homes. We understand the dietary laws and respect all the customs of your home.

In order to get to know you and your pet, we require an in-home interview for all 
first-time clients. Please provide plenty of time in advance of your need for services to 
schedule this meeting. 

You can reach owners Mary Cornelius and Elaine Taubin at (615) 500-2534 or 
www.auntmaryspetsitting.com.

Realtors Franklin and Lana Pargh: 5 tips 
to rejuvenate your home this spring 

‘Tis the season for gorgeous landscapes and outdoor entertaining. Just ask Lana 
andFranklin Pargh, realtors who specialize in helping Nashvillians live their best life. 

 “Springtime is the perfect time to make simple changes to improve the quality of 
your home – and your life,” said Lana, who offered the following tips:
• Declutter and discard. Start with one room or space, dividing the clutter into three 

piles: keep, donate, or toss. If it doesn’t bring you joy or isn’t used regularly, donate it. 
• Whiten or brighten walls. Paint walls to bring new life to forgotten spaces. 
• Embrace the exterior. Outdoor spaces are great for entertaining and relaxation, and 

they can increase your home’s value. Movable fire pits are a great way to create out-
door sitting areas with minimal effort. 

• Bring in blooms. Plant an indoor herb garden or incorporate fresh flowers to invigo-
rate a space. 

• Freshen with outdoor furniture. Costco offers excellent, affordable options for your 
outdoor space or porch. 

“If you think it’s time for a bigger change, such as buying or selling your home or 
investing in real estate, please give us a call,” said Franklin. “Today’s market is exciting, 
but it can also be stressful. We have over 15 years of combined experience in real estate 
and architecture, a firm grasp of Nashville’s market trends, strong relationships with other 
realtors and a sincere dedication to understanding and meeting your unique needs.”

Call or text Franklin and Lana at (615) 351-7333 or email them at Fpargh@me.com 
or LanaPargh@gmail.com.

Family Staffing Solutions: 
Helping seniors stay independent, 
at home and in charge 

At Family Staffing Solutions, we mean it when we say “personal care assistance at 
its best.” Our staff is dedicated to giving you choices so you can stay independent, at 
home and in charge. We have more real experience with families in this community 
than any other local or statewide company. We have staffed more than 3.3 million 
hours of personal care since 1999. 

Your family has options. It is our mission to help you find the most joy each day 
with professional personal care assistance. We know you love your home and your 
independence and that is why we provide services based on a model of relationship and 
satisfaction of care. We visit our clients and talk to the adult children frequently and 
offer our families a client satisfaction survey.  

One of the things we love about caring for our “grown older” friends is enjoying the 
knowledge they share and their vision of aging. Clients are encouraged to share tips and 
ideas on how we can continue improve our care and exceed their expectations. 

Aging is a gift. Our clients, just like you and your family, hold a level of experience 
and life skills to be admired and respected. Our company can help you maintain that 
sense of empowerment and value.     

The next time you sit beside someone who is from this generation of remarkable 
people, you might just be sitting in the presence of greatness. They are special and we 
are blessed by their love of community and family.

 Peace of mind is priceless in the personal care assistance business. We would love 
to help you or your family member celebrate staying independent and at home. Call us 
today for a complimentary “get acquainted” visit. 

Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

at www.jewishnashville.org
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Chabad will open Jewish Montessori preschool 
beginning with the 2017-2018 school year 

C
habad of Nashville 
announced last month 
that it will open a Jewish 
preschool that will use 
the Montessori education 
method. 

 The Revere Jewish Montessori 
Preschool will provide care and learning 
for children 18 months to 6 years old 
beginning in the 2017-2018 school year. 
The school, which has received zoning 
approval, will be housed in the Chabad 
facilities in Bellevue, said Rabbi Yitzchok 
Tiechtel. The school is named in honor 
of the Revere family, which is helping to 
fund its development. 

Rabbi Tiechtel said the decision to 
open the school grew out of frequent 
inquiries from those within the commu-
nity as well as prospective newcomers 
interested in a preschool that had a tra-
ditional Jewish focus with a Montessori 
approach. After learning more about the 
Montessori method, Rabbi Tiechtel said, 
“I felt it would be an excellent founda-

tion in which to instill strong Jewish 
traditions and values at an early age.”

Nashville has three other Jewish pre-
schools operated by the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center, The Temple and 
Congregation Micah. But the Chabad 
facility will be the first Jewish preschool 
in Nashville based on the Montessori 
method. Developed more than a cen-
tury ago by Italian educator Maria 
Montessori, it emphasizes independence, 
freedom within limits, and respect for 
each child’s natural psychological, physi-
cal, and social development. 

Educator Cheri Lindsley is serving 
as consultant and interim director while 
the preschool is in the design and devel-
opment stage and staff is being hired and 
trained, Rabbi Tiechtel said. Lindsley 
has a “broad base of education and expe-
rience in early childhood education,” 
he said, and has seen programs through 
design and development previously.  

The school’s director and teach-
ers will be trained in the Montessori 

approach, Rabbi Tiechtel said, and the 
classrooms will be outfitted with fur-
nishings and materials conducive to the 
Montessori method. 

The preschool will initially include 
two classrooms – one serving children 18 
months to 3 years of age and the other 
will serve children 3 to 6 years of age. 
The mixed-age approach is a character-
istic of Montessori education and affirms 
the effectiveness of peer modeling and 
an individualized approach to education 
that allows each child to progress in sync 
with development and interests.  

The curriculum will include a daily 
segment on Jewish life aimed at instilling 
an early love of Judaism.  Chabad educa-
tor Esther Tiechtel, who will serve as the 
Judaic director, said the school will be a 
place that “gives our children a Jewish 
beginning so they can grow like a tree, 
tall and strong, balanced and sure; a place 
where they’ll be warmed by the sun of 
Torah and, in turn, warm others.”

Rabbi Tiechtel said the preschool 

will benefit from the Chabad’s nine-
acre wooded site, and the existing play-
ground will be expanded to create a 
natural playscape. One of the goals of 
the Jewish Montessori Preschool is to 
connect children with nature through 
experience and knowledge in a manner 
that contributes to personal growth and 
the overall protection of nature with all 
its resources.  

In explaining why his family helping 
fund the new school, Doug Revere said, 
“We have literally lived all across the 
country.  In each city, we were beneficia-
ries of Jewish educational infrastructure.  
Now that we have planted permanent 
roots, it is our turn and our honor to help 
others experience this too.” •

To learn more about The Revere 
Jewish Montessori Preschool, visit   
jewishmontessoripreschool.com. For 
information about enrollment email 
call (615) 646-5750 or email jewish 
montessoripreschoolinfo@gmail.com.

Volunteer members of the audience were an integral part of the show when stage 
hypnotist Ricky Kalmon headlined Big Night Out, the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center’s annual fundraiser. About 250 people attended the Jan. 21 event, which 
also include a silent auction and dinner by Goldie Shepard Catering. Big Night Out 
raised more than $70,000 for the GJCC. (Photos by Sharie Richardson)

A Big Night Out

Big Night Out honored the past presidents of the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center, including Robert Gordon (from left), Carla Rosenthal, David Lewis, Bernie 
Pargh, Gil Fox III, Karen Weil, Joel Gordon, Howard Kirshner, Irma Kaplan, Didi 
Biesman, Billy Eskind, Howard Safer and David Berck.

Original dramatic reading 
at GJCC this month will 
examine Moses’s influence 
on the story of America

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

M
oses will speak 
this month to the 
Jewish community of 
Nashville. 

Well, not the 
actual Moses but rath-

er Larry Gates, who will be playing 
the great Jewish prophet in an original 
dramatic reading called “Moses Speaks.” 
The one-time performance will take 
place at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 26 at 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 

“Moses Speaks” is the creation of Dr. 
Jerry Klein of Nashville, who said the 
work was inspired by America’s Prophet: 
Moses and the American Story by Bruce 
Feiler, a best-selling author, New York 
Times columnist and writer/host of the 
PBS miniseries “Walking the Bible.”

Feiler is not involved in “Moses 
Speaks,” which was written and is being 
produced entirely by Klein. But like 
Feiler’s 2009 book, the dramatic read-
ing seeks to show how Moses and the 
Exodus story of renewal and redemption 
have inspired Americans throughout the 
nation’s history. 

“The book opened my eyes to 
the profound influence of Moses on 
American history,” Klein said, “and I 
wanted to find a way to share that and 
how it made me feel.” 

To do that, Klein is using a format he 
calls a “staged reading,” which consists of 
a series of monologues by nine costumed 
historical figures and icons, starting with 
Moses himself played by Gates. During 
each monologue, a series of images will be 

projected on a screen as a kind of illustra-
tion accompanying the speaker’s words.

Other “speakers” include the early 
American colonist William Bradford 
(played by Bob Loflin), George 
Washington (played by Ralph Levy), the 
Liberty Bell (played by Felicia Gates), the 
Statue of Liberty (played by Mimi Klein, 
Jerry Klein’s wife), Abraham Lincoln 
(played by Irwin Venick), Martin Luther 
King (played by Bobby Daniels) and Elie 
Wiesel (played by Howard Snyder). 

The idea, Klein said, is that the 
characters “will tell how in their own 
time, Moses and the Exodus and persecu-
tion of the Israelites related to their own 
experiences in meeting and overcoming 
prejudice and persecution.” 

Klein, who began working on the 
script almost 10 months ago, will be 
the narrator, and Ruth Klar will direct. 
Including technical and logistic support, 
about 20 people are involved in the pro-
duction.   

Klein, 85, a native of Nashville and 
retired dentist, has written and produced 
three similar dramatic readings at the 
GJCC. The first, “The Talking Trees of 
the Hermitage,” was inspired as he sat 
on a bench during a visit to the home of 
Andrew Jackson with some out of town 
guests. 

“I saw all those trees and I start-
ed thinking about what they might say 
about Jackson and his time after the 
presidency,” said Klein. His other pro-
ductions have focused on the Liberty Bell 
and Theodore Herzl. 

Admission to “Moses Speaks” is free, 
although donations will be accepted. •

 

 Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!
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April 2 Musical “Freedom Song” will present Passover story 
in the context of recovery from the slavery of addiction

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
he Passover story of the 
ancient Israelites journey 
from slavery to freedom 
will play out in Nashville 
this month in a modern 
context when Jewish 

Family Service co-sponsors a perfor-
mance of “Freedom Song,” a musical 
workshop focusing on redemption from 
the slavery of addiction. 

Produced by Beit T’Shuvah, a Los 
Angeles addiction treatment center and 
congregation, “Freedom Song” juxtapos-
es one family’s Passover Seder with the 
personal stories of addiction in a 12-step 
meeting. The musical has been performed 
at hundreds of synagogues, schools and 
community over the past 11 years and 
is affiliated with Partners in Prevention, 
a nationwide Jewish initiative aimed at 
combatting addiction among youth. 

The Nashville performance, free 
and open to the public, begins at 9:15 
a.m. on Sunday, April 2 at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center. Funded by 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee and an anonymous 
donor, it is co-sponsored by BBYO and 
all five local congregational religious 
schools. The musical is suitable for youth 
14 and older. Congregations are not 
holding regular religious school that 
morning and are instead encouraging 
teenage students to attend the perfor-
mance with their parents. 

“With addiction rates soaring across 
the country and locally, we cannot afford 
to be complacent—lives are at stake,” 
said Teri Sogol, a licensed clinical social 
worker with Jewish Family Service.  “Our 
goal in bringing “Freedom Song” to 
Nashville is education, prevention, and 
to provide a forum for discussion about 
an issue of vital importance.”

To that end, the performance will 
be followed by two question-and-an-
swer sessions, one for adults and the 
other for students. 

“Freedom Song” was written in 2006 
by Stuart K. Robinson, with original 
music and lyrics by James Fuchs and 

Rebekah Mirsky. It was inspired by the 
real-life stories of Beit T’Shuvah residents 
and alumni, and what makes the musi-
cal compelling is that its ever-changing 
ensemble cast is comprised of recovering 
alcoholics from all walks of life, said 
Jessica Fishel, youth services associate 
and Freedom Song coordinator at Beit 
T’Shuvah. 

Rabbi Mark Borovitz of Beit T’Shuvah 
said the musical approaches the issue of 
addiction from a broad perspective. 

“The message of “Freedom Song” is 
that addiction can happen in every fami-
ly, no matter what religion they practice 
and despite any façade of normalcy, “ said 
Rabbi Borovitz, who, like Beit T’Shuvah 
founder Harriet Rossetto, is a recovering 
addict. “If you look at all the things we’re 
addicted to, it’s not just drugs, alcohol 
and gambling – it’s a way of living that’s 
become so ingrained in people. We’re 
living in a society where we’ve forgotten 
what’s important about being Jewish, 
about what we’ve brought to the world.”

Sharon Paz, director of lifelong 
learning at West End Synagogue, went to 
Memphis last year to see a performance 
of “Freedom Song” because she and other 
congregational education directors were 
thinking about bringing it to Nashville in 
collaboration with JFS and BBYO. 

“It was an amazing experience that 
stayed with me long after the per-
formance,” Paz said. “The 19 actors 
themselves are all Jewish.  They bring 
to life real issues that people are dealing 
with and put them on the table in the 
context of a Pesach seder.  “Freedom 

Song” makes the story very personal 
and opens avenues of communication 
for dialogue.”

Paz said she was especially moved 
when a member of the Memphis Jewish 
community got up at the end and shared 
that Beit T’shuvah had literally saved 
her life.  

“She was a recovering addict.  No 
one in the community knew,” Paz said. 
“That’s the thing about addiction and 
addicts. Addiction is a secret.” 

The analogy between addiction and 
the Passover story is not a new one 
for the Nashville Jewish community. 
The Temple hosts an annual communi-
ty seder during the Passover season for 
addicts and their families and friends 
that follows the same theme as “Freedom 
Song” – that addiction is a form of slavery 
from which redemption is possible. 

“We have created our own haggadah 
and are very open and honest about issues 
of addiction and recovery,” said Rabbi 
Shana Mackler of The Temple. “Passover 
is a perfect model for the enslavement of 
addiction, the faith and community often 
needed for freedom, and the responsi-
bility one assumes for remaining out of 
the shackles long-term.  People from 
every congregation, and no congregation, 
attend.” 

The seder is hosted by JACS (Jewish 
Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent, and 
Significant Others), a 12-step recovery 
program started by the Temple in 2002 
that meets at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

Information about addiction recovery 
resources is available on the JFS web-
site at jfsnashville.org/resources. For more 
information about Freedom Song please 
contact Teri Sogol at (615) 354-1662. •

“Freedom Song” juxtaposes one family’s Passover seder with personal stories of 
addiction in a 12-step meeting.” (Photos courtesy of Beit T’shuvah) 

The musical was inspired by real-life stories of addiction and its ensemble cast is 
comprised of recovering addicts. 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennesseeat www.jewishnashville.org
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Dillon Marvin Aronoff will be 
called to the Torah 
as a bar mitzvah at 11 
a.m. on March 4 at 
The Temple. Born in 
Nashville on March 6, 
2004, he is the son of 
Laurie and Dan Aronoff 
and the grandson of 
Elise and Jim Straus of 
Nashville, Judy Aronoff and Marshall 
Ruchman of Cincinnati, and the late Dr. 
Marvin Aronoff.

Dillon is in the seventh grade at 
Grassland Middle School. He enjoys 
tennis, waterskiing, drawing, technol-
ogy, photography, Camp Timberlane 
in Wisconsin, and spending time with 
friends and family.

For his mitzvah project, Dillon is 
honoring the memory of playing games 
(especially Monopoly) with his late 
great-grandmother Norma Neaderthal 
by collecting board games and donating 
them to Jewish Family Services and 
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital.

Jacob Robert Greenberg will be 
called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah 
during services at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 4 at Congregation Micah.  Jake is 
the son of Clay and Julie Greenberg, 

brother of Lily, and 
grandson of Robert and 
Ginny Greenberg of 
Oklahoma City; John 
and Virginia Wolfarth 
of Garden Valley, TX; 
and Dr. William and 
Alice West of Dallas.  

Jake is a seventh 
grader at West End 
Middle Prep, where he is a proud mem-
ber of the Robotics Team and enjoys 
participating in the Encore Program. 
As a serious “gamer,” Jake loves all 
things digital and looks forward to host-
ing his own YouTube channel someday 
soon. Jake loves spending parts of his 
summers at Henry S. Jacobs Camp.  
Year-round, Jake loves spending time 
with his cats Stella and Milo and his 
dog Foxy. 

Given his love of animals, Jake is 
supporting Heifer International for his 
mitzvah project.  

Alex Sidney Duben will be called 
to the Torah as a bar 
mitzvah during ser-
vices at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 18 at 
Congregation Micah. 
Alex is the son of Chris 
“Scoob” and Jennifer 
Duben and the brother 
of Rachel.  He is the 

grandson of Ronny and Esther O’Mell of 
Memphis, and Steve and Pam Duben of 
Los Angeles. 

Alex is a seventh grader at Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Magnet School where 
he participates in the school band 
and track.  He also enjoys spending 
time with family and friends, watch-
ing movies, doing artwork, and playing 
Minecraft. He looks forward to spending 
summers at Jacob’s Camp. 

For his mitzvah project, Alex would 
like to work with the Friends of Radnor 
Lake to help support some of their proj-
ects in preserving their natural area. 
Radnor Lake has held a special meaning 
for his family for several years as Alex’s 
dad began working there when he first 
moved to Nashville in 1998. 

Sympathy
… for the family and friends of 

Michel G. “Mike” Kaplan, 70, past 
president of Congregation Micah, who 
died peacefully on February 15 at his 
home, surrounded by his family. Mike 
was born April 6, 1946 in Pasco, WA, 
and was raised in Middletown, NJ. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, 
Joseph and Selma Kaplan and is sur-
vived by his wife of 39 years, Rita 
Kaplan, and two children, Seth Kaplan 
(Megan Murray) of Portland, OR, and 
Molly Tadin (Duje) of Pittsford, NY; 
his sister, Georgia Rowe (Henry) of 
Gainesville, GA, and five grandchil-
dren, Lailah and Eliana Kaplan, and 
Teo, Ivanica and Luka Tadin.

Mike graduated from Vanderbilt 
University and Vanderbilt Law School. 
He then received a master’s degree in 
taxation from New York University and 
served as a clerk on the United States 
Tax Court. Returning to Nashville, he 
practiced law with the firm of Boult, 
Cummings, Connors and Berry, and 
since 1993 with Sherrard, Roe, Voigt 
and Harbison. His expertise in tax, 
estate planning and exempt organiza-
tions, and his ability to communicate, 
made him a popular lecturer in these 
areas throughout the United States. His 
opinion on tax issues was often sought 
by writers from the Wall Street Journal, 

Forbes, Fortune, and Money, and his 
insights were often included in these 
and other publications. 

Mike’s passion was golf, which he 
took up as a teenager in New Jersey. 
It was mentored by a gentleman who 
taught Mike the importance of etiquette 
and the adherence to rules that are part 
of the game. Because his mentor also 
taught him the importance of giving 
back, Mike freely donated his time and 
legal talents to the Tennessee Golf 
Foundation and the Tennessee Golf 
Association. He was esteemed by all in 
the legal community, and his accom-
plishments are too numerous to list. 
But he will be remembered most for his 
honesty, integrity, and wonderful sense 
of humor.

Following a private service, a 
reception in his memory was held on 
Feb. 19 in the Congregation Micah 
social hall. Memorials may be sent to 
the Tennessee Golf Foundation’s First 
Tee Program, Vanderbilt University, 
Congregation Micah, or a charity of the 
donor’s choice. 

… to the family and friends of 
Sherman Novoson, 70, who died peace-
fully at his Nashville home on Feb. 
13. From early childhood, Sherman 
loved music and studied the cello with 
passion. He pursued professional stud-
ies at the Peabody Conservatory, and 
later at the Hartt School of Music 
before earning a chair in the Arkansas 
Symphony Orchestra and then the 
Nashville Symphony Orchestra. Health 
issues necessitated a career change, and 
his friendly and inquisitive nature led 
him to freelance reporting for news and 
sports outlets all over Tennessee, on 
the road and from his desk at the state 
capitol.  Sherman was born on August 
20, 1946, in St. Louis, MO, and was a 
graduate of Clayton High School where 
he played in the orchestra and was an 
avid supporter of every sports team. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, 
Russell and Eleanore Novoson, and his 
loving wife, Johnnie Rogers Novoson. 
He is survived by his sister in California, 
Jo Ann Novoson, and her family, along 
with many cousins, friends, and col-
leagues. The family is grateful for the 
loving support of Congregation Sherith 
Israel, The Temple, and Jewish Family 
Services of Nashville, where contri-
butions in his memory may be made. 
Private services were in St. Louis. 

… the family and friends of Yosef 
Chaim Udelson, 73, a former history 
professor at Tennessee State University, 
who died on Feb. 14 in Monsey, NY. 
He is survived by his wife, Dr. Shoshana 
Udelson, daughters Dinka Kumer of 
Tzfat, Israel, Chanie Goodfriend and 
Devorah Drew, both of Monsey, and 
more than 20 grandchildren. Born in 
Chicago, Yosef Chaim earned a Ph.D 
in history from Vanderbilt University 
and became a tenured professor at 
TSU, publishing books on the histo-
ry of television and the life of Israel 
Zangwill. After becoming active with 
Chabad, he also began writing and lec-
turing on Jewish and Hasidic topics in 
England and Israel. His Jewish articles 
were published in Beor Hatorah and 
other publications.  After retiring from 
TSU, he lived for a while in Tzfat and 
later in Buffalo.  
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313
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dents on topics of interest to the Jewish community as long as they have not been 
published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Submissions should be sent by 
the 15th of the month prior to publication to Editor Charles Bernsen at charles@
jewishnashville.org or 801 Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 37205. The Observer 
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opinion

letters to the editor
To the editor,
On March 5, a film produced by 

American for Peace and Tolerance 
will be shown at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. The topic of the 
film – anti-Semitism on college campuses 
– is important in its own right. 

If you go, however, be aware that 
just six years ago, the same organization 
produced another film that targeted cer-
tain clergy in our Jewish community for 
engaging in a cooperative way with the 
Nashville Muslim community. Americans 
for Peace and Tolerance has never pub-

licly apologized to our community for 
doing so. 

If you attend the film, be wary of any 
portions straying into conspiracy theories 
that border on Islamophobia. Americans 
for Peace and Tolerance has not shown 
itself to be capable of presenting informa-
tion in a way that is tolerant and accept-
ing of our fellow Muslim citizens. It is my 
hope that some members of the panel 
discussion following the film will be able 
to separate the wheat from the chaff. 

Irwin Venick 

By BEN SALES

NEW YORK (JTA) — Oppose the 
settlements? You’re one of us.

Believe Israel should control the 
West Bank indefinitely? Come right in.

Criticize Israel’s Chief Rabbinate? 
Welcome home.

Think Israel should privilege 
Orthodox Judaism? Sure, why not?

That’s the approach advocated in a 
new strategic plan released last month 
to combat Israel’s de-legitimization: Get 
more people to like Israel by embrac-
ing ideological diversity among both its 
cheering section and its critics.

Composed by the Anti-Defamation 
League, a group that fights anti-Semitism 
and bigotry, and the Reut Institute, an 
Israeli think tank, the report aims not 
only to change people’s opinions on Israel 
but to legitimize a larger set of views. 

“It is very important to narrow the 
definition of what is de-legitimization,” 
said Gidi Grinstein, Reut’s founder. “The 
de-legitimization of Israel needs to be 
narrowly defined as the singular negation 
of the right of Israel to exist and of the 

right of the Jewish people to self-deter-
mination. If you stick to that definition, 
it allows you to build a broad coalition.”

There’s nothing new in calling for 
a “big tent” in the pro-Israel movement; 
Israel advocates on the right and left have 
been endorsing one for years. But beyond 
getting bickering Jews to get along, the 
document aims to draw in the general pub-
lic to its pro-Israel cause by driving a wedge 
between people critical of Israeli policy 
and those opposed to its very existence.

For example, someone who criticizes 
Israel’s settlement enterprise might find 
more affinity today with groups endors-
ing BDS, the movement to boycott, 
divest from and sanction Israel. But ADL 
and Reut say that these “soft critics” 
should be considered part of the pro-Isra-
el movement because they don’t oppose 
Israel’s character as a Jewish state — and 
could act as a counter to the hardcore 
“instigators” and de-legitimizers.

“One of the key insights is acknowl-
edging and distinguishing between the 
hardcore haters versus [people] who see this 
as an issue of injustice,” said ADL CEO 
Jonathan Greenblatt. “It requires us to shift 

In defending Israel, new strategy calls for 
embracing critics as well as cheerleaders

from the notion we have warring camps.”
The report also stretches beyond 

recommendations for activism on cam-
pus, which is often viewed as ground zero 
for the pro-Israel (and anti-BDS) move-
ment. The report encourages greater 
engagement with academic communities 
and corporations to increase support of 
Israel. It also suggests a concentrated 
pro-Israel effort in Latin America, South 
Africa and other regions where ill feeling 
toward Israel is rising.

Along with celebrating ideological 
diversity among pro-Israel groups, the report 
suggests that the bevy of Israel advocates 
should work together to specialize their 
efforts instead of all doing similar things. 
Along with spreading out across regions and 
industries, the report recommends enforc-
ing terms of service on social media to limit 
incitement against Jews or Israel. 

“In fact, on many U.S. campuses, 
the pro-Israel community is much better 
funded and even bigger than the anti-Is-
rael one,” the report reads. “However, 
in smaller communities or areas that are 
not within the focus of Jewish attention, 
response is often based on a handful of 
activists operating on a shoestring.”

Grinstein and Greenblatt touted an 
endorsement of the report by Israel’s 
Ministry of Strategic Affairs — an import-
ant signal that even a right-wing govern-
ment favors the big tent. But the report 
also says that current Israeli policy is one 
of the main drivers of growing de-legitimi-
zation efforts  targeting Israel. It mentions 
complaints about Israel’s commitment to 
religious pluralism, as well as its treatment 
of its Arab minority, and calls the “break-
down of the two-state solution” one of 

the “emerging challenges” that must be 
countered, or at least acknowledged in 
the war for hearts and minds.

“Clearly, the erosion of the support 
for Israel among liberal and progres-
sive cohorts is impacted by the growing 
criticism of Israel’s policies regarding 
the Palestinians in the West Bank, the 
absence of a peace process, and the con-
tinuation of the settlements policy,” the 
report says. “In other words, the inability 
of governmental action to provide a 
political horizon for this conflict legiti-
mizes, energizes and emboldens non-gov-
ernmental grassroots action.”

The report is vague on where it 
draws the line between legitimate and 
illegitimate criticism of Israel. It calls a 
targeted boycott of settlement goods a 
possible “milestone on the path towards 
a comprehensive boycott.” But some 
prominent liberal Zionists have endorsed 
a settlement boycott, and the report also 
acknowledges that such a policy is “often 
driven by a genuine Zionist motivation.”

Greenblatt said American Jews 
should push Israel to demonstrate its 
commitment to peace, and doing that 
through constructive actions could elim-
inate the need for boycotts of any kind.

“There’s no substitute for what the 
Israeli government can do with its poli-
cies,” he said. “We should also note there 
are things we can do in the Diaspora 
to encourage and support that process. 
I think there are things we as Jewish com-
munities in America can do to encour-
age and drive Israel to demonstrate its 
commitment to being a peace-seeking 
country, to being a pluralistic country, to 
fostering its democracy.” •
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR

PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment

615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465
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Annual B’nai Tzedek  
Program

RSVP by Thursday, March 9 to Risa Klein Herzog  
at 615.354.1651 or at Risa@jewishnashville.org.

Join us as we celebrate Jewish giving around the world! 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12 FROM 2:30PM-4:30PM
GORDON JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
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A program of the Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and 

the Feldman/Hassenfeld Fund

The Beginning of a Giving Future
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Save the 
Date!
YOM HASHOAH 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY  
April 23rd (Time TBD) 
The Temple

YOM HAZIKARON 
MEMORIAL DAY FOR FALLEN  
SOLDIERS AND VICTIMS  
OF TERRORISM   
May 1st at 7pm  
Congregation Micah

YOM HA’ATZMAUT 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
May 7th from 3pm-6pm  
Red Caboose Park  
684 Colice Jeanne Rd.  
Nashville, Tennessee 37221


