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Newcomers account for a quarter of Jewish Nashville, survey finds
Challenge is to help them “make connections and become involved” 

Tzedakah Tzunday phone-a-thon sets record 
with $312,000 in pledges from 250 donors

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
he volunteers staffing 
the phones for Tzedakah 
Tzunday were young and 
old, newcomers and long-
time Nashville residents. 
The pledges came in from 

first-time donors and those who have 
given for decades. The amounts ranged 
from a few dollars to thousands. 

And when it was all over, the fund-
raiser for the annual campaign of the 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee had raised a total 
of $312,080 from 250 individuals and 
households, shattering the old record 
of $210,000 set two years ago. The 
Valentine’s Day phone-a-thon at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center was 
aided by an anonymous benefactor who 
donated $31,712 to match dollar for 
dollar the pledges of new donors and 
increases by renewing donors. 

“This is fantastic that we were able 
to reach and exceed our goal,” said Aron 

Karabel, who chaired the fundraiser with 
his wife, Batia Karabel. Looking around 
the busy phone bank room, he added, 
“This place is filled with an energy that 
says a lot about the Jewish community in 
Nashville.” 

With the Tzedakah Tzunday pledg-
es, the Federation’s 2016 annual cam-
paign had raised more than $1.5 million 
toward its goal of $2.5 million. 

Annual Campaign Chair Lisa Perlen 
said she was gratified, adding that the 
importance of Tzedakah Tzunday goes 
beyond the funds it raises to support more 
than 75 Jewish institutions and programs 
in Nashville, Israel and Jewish communi-
ties around the world. 

“It’s also a chance to get many peo-
ple involved as volunteers and to make 
personal connections with thousands of 
others,” Perlen said. “It’s about hundreds 
of people coming together to do whatev-
er they can for the community.” 

Among the more than 90 Tzedakah 
Tzunday volunteers was Laurel Orley, who

Continued on page 4
After securing a $10,000 pledge on Tzedakah Tzunday, Marsha Raimi (center) celebrates 
with Federation Campaign Chair Lisa Perlen (left) and Nancy Flexer. (Photos by Rick Malkin)

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he Nashville area’s rela-
tively small but stable 
Jewish community has a 
core of highly involved 
individuals, many from 
“deeply rooted” families 

who have lived in the area for decades, 
if not generations, according to a new 
demographic study. 

But while 42 percent of the adult 
Jewish population has been here for 25 
years or more, the seven-county Metro 
area also is home to a sizeable number 
of Jews who are relative newcomers: 
More than a quarter of Jewish adults in 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee – 26 
percent – have been here 10 years or 
less. About 17 percent moved to the area 
since 2009. 

The influx of newcomers is the pri-
mary reason the local Jewish population 
has shown slow but steady growth over 

the past decade, reaching a total of 
about 8,000 individuals living in about 
4,700 households, according to the 2015 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee Jewish 
Community Study. Those households 
also include about 3,000 non-Jews.

But while newcomers help the 
Jewish population grow, they also present 
a challenge: New arrivals tend to be less 
engaged in the Jewish community than 
those who have been here for many years 
and “can find it difficult to integrate, 
make connections, and become involved 
in institutions,” the study says. 

The 2105 Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee Jewish Demographic Study, 
the first since 2002, was commissioned 
by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee. It was conducted 
online and by telephone over a three-

pares to other communities of similar size 
in terms of newcomers simply because 
there aren’t many relatively small com-
munities that do comprehensive studies,” 
said Matt Boxer, a Brandeis sociolo-
gy professor and one of the Nashville 
study’s authors. “I would guess, though, 
that Nashville has more newcomers than 
would be typical because of Vanderbilt.”

In response to a concerted effort 
to recruit Jewish students over the past 
decade, the Jewish student population at 
Vanderbilt has quadrupled to more than 
1,000. Although current students are not 
counted in the survey, the fact that almost 
75 percent of young adult Jewish house-
holds have some connection to Vanderbilt 
indicates that a significant percentage of 
the school’s Jewish graduates are choosing 
to remain here, Boxer said.

“It’s not all about Vanderbilt, 
of course,” Boxer said. “The relative 
strength of the local economy and the 

Continued on page 2

month period last year by the Steinhardt 
Social Research Center, which is con-
nected with Brandeis University’s Cohen 
Center for Modern Jewish Studies.

“It’s hard to say how Nashville com-
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Continued from page 1
kinds of professional services needed to 
sustain some of the other big local indus-
tries mean that there are good jobs avail-
able for highly qualified people. Such 
conditions are typically very important 
draws for Jewish communities.” 

While newcomers help a community 
grow and remain vital, they also present 
some challenges, Boxer said. 

“People describe the [Nashville] 
Jewish community as both very warm 
and welcoming and a somewhat difficult 
community in which to find one’s place 
as a newcomer,” he said “That’s not 
unique to Nashville – it’s common in all 
tightly knit communities. 

“People who have been there for 
many years feel very comfortable. It may 
feel to them as though they know every-
one in the community and have for many 
years. For a newcomer trying to break in 
to longstanding social circles, that can be 
very intimidating.”

To address that challenge, the 
Nashville Federation launched an effort 
last year to reach out to newcomers 
and help them become engaged. The 
Welcoming Ambassadors Program, 
an initiative conceived by Federation 
President Carol Hyatt, has recruited 
more than 30 volunteers who host regu-
lar gatherings for newcomers, meet indi-
vidually with them and help them find 
a place in their new Jewish community. 

Although almost 75 percent of the 
Jewish adults in Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee have lived here more than a 
decade, the study found that only 36 per-
cent were born or raised here. What’s more, 
it appears that most of those who have 
moved to Nashville like it here: Only 13 
percent of the Jewish households surveyed 
indicated they had any plans to leave. •

Survey

Age 
85+    3 %
75-84   6 %
65-74 15 % 
55-64 25 %
45-54 12 %
35-44   8 %
25-34   9 %
18-24   7 %
10-17  10 %
0-9  9 %

Education 

High School or less
2%

Some College
11%

Bachelor’s 
Degree

32%

Master’s 
Degree

29%

Doctorate/
Professional 

Degree
26%

Household Income 

Less than $25,000
10%

$25,000-$49,999
13%

$50,000-$74,999
15%

$75,000-$99,999
12%

$100,000-$149,999
17%

$150,000-$199,999
9%

$200,000 or more
24%

Intermarriage Rate 
by Age 

18-34  68%
35-49 64%
50-64 59%
65+  36%
Overall 56%

The overwhelming majority of 
adults Jews in Middle Tennessee 
live in Davidson County, although 
the percentage is higher for those 
age 18-34 and lower for those ages 
35-54. This reflects the fact that 
households in Williamson County are 

Jewish Nashville: A Demographic Snapshot
There are 4,700 Jewish house-

holds in the metro area that includes 
Davidson, Williamson, Rutherford, 
Wilson, Robertson, Cheatham and 
Sumner counties. They include 8,000 
Jews – 6,500 adults and 1,500 chil-
dren – as well as 3,000 non-Jews. 
The overall median age is 48 (57 for 
adults only). The population is highly 
educated and financially secure. The 
intermarriage rate of 56 percent is 
higher than the national rate of 44, 
though similar in that younger cou-
ples are more likely to intermarry 
than older one. 

Jewish Nashville: A Geographic Snapshot
twice as likely to have children as 
those in Davidson County. Within 
Davidson County, Jewish households 
are heavily concentrated along the 
West End-Harding-Highway 70 cor-
ridor stretching from downtown to 
Bellevue. 

Jewish Nashville: By the Numbers is a continuing series exploring the results of the 2015 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee Jewish Population Study. Previous stories in the series can 
be found at www.jewishobserver.org. Printed or digital copies of the study can be obtained 
by contacting Harriet Schiftan at Harriet@jewishnashville.org or (615) 354-1687. 

Residence of Jewish Adults by Age
County  18-34 35-54 55-64 65+  All
Davidson  82% 69% 74% 74% 75%
Williamson  12% 24% 16% 14% 16%
Other counties   5%   7% 10% 12% 9%

Household types by location 
 Davidson  Williamson  Other Counties
With children  24%  49%  21%
Young adults only  12%  < 1%    4%
Seniors only  26%  25%  24%
All others  38%  26%  51%

Where Jewish adults were born and raised
 Born  Raised
Greater Nashville  15% 21%
Rest of Tennessee    5%
Rest of United States  69%
Russia/former Soviet Union 2% 1%
Israel  1% 1%
Another country  5% 3%
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Federation annual campaign kicks off with tribute to 
Werthans and presentation by former Ambassador Ross

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

A
bout 250 people were 
on hand Sunday, Jan. 
31 to honor two philan-
thropists for their life-
long commitment to 
the Jewish people, get 

an insider’s view of U.S. Middle East 
policy, and help kick off the 2016 annual 
campaign of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Following a video presentation high-
lighting their involvement in and support 
for the Jewish community – particularly 
Jewish education – President Carol Hyatt 
presented the Federation’s President’s 
Award “with a full measure of love and 
respect” to Libby and Moshe Werthan. 

In accepting the Federation’s high-
est honor, Libby noted that although 
the couple had lived in Jerusalem for 25 
years, visited Jewish communities around 
the world and met people from many 
others, “we have never found any com-
munity like Nashville.”   

The genuine affection and cooper-
ation among Jews in Nashville’s small 
but tightknit community have helped 
it avoid the religious and institutional 
barriers that exist in many other commu-
nities, she said. 

“We have had two homes – 
Jerusalem, where our souls soared, and 
Nashville, where our hearts call home,” 
she added. “Nashville is special.” 

Both Hyatt and Lisa Perlen, chair 
of the 2016 annual campaign, described 
the Werthens as role models for many of 
those now serving in positions of Jewish 
leadership in Nashville. 

“You are the reason Arthur and I 
are involved,” said Perlen, referring to 
her husband, a Federation board mem-
ber who chairs its Community Relations 
Committee. “Your commitment is an 
inspiration on a night that is about the 
power of collective philanthropy.” 

Among those who paid tribute to the 
Werthans were Moshe’s lifelong friend 
and former Federation president, Steve 
Riven, who regaled the audience with 
stories of their childhood hijinks, and 
Jeremy Werthan, their oldest child, who 
said he and his siblings both love and 

admire their parents “for who they are.” 
Also on hand to express their appre-

ciation were David Bernstein and Joshua 
Chidajo, dean and North American 
executive director respectively of the 
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in 
Jerusalem, where both Moshe and Libby 
serve on the board. 

The Werthans were honored during 
the annual dinner of the Federation’s 
Bonim Society, which is comprised of 
individuals and couples who donate at 
least $1,000 to the annual campaign. The 
dinner in the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center was followed by a presentation 
by former U.S. Ambassador Dennis 
Ross, who helped shape Middle East 
policy for four U.S. administrations and 
has authored a new book, Doomed to 
Succeed: The U.S.-Israel Relationship 
from Truman to Obama. 

Ross, now a fellow at the Washington 
Institute for Middle East Policy, said 
he wrote the book in the hope that it 

will influence the next administration to 
move beyond three misguided assump-
tions that have impeded the Middle East 
policy over the past seven decades. 

The first is that by distancing itself 
from Israel, the United States gains influ-
ence with Arab countries. The second is 
a corollary of the first – that by aligning 
itself more closely with Israel, the United 
States loses influence with Arab countries. 

“Neither is true,” Ross said, because 
Arab regimes are primarily concerned 
about their own security and they per-
ceive Arab rivals, not Israel, as their 
biggest threats. Citing one of dozens of 
examples from his book, Ross noted that 
the week after the Kennedy adminis-
tration became the first to sell arms to 
Israel, King Faisal of Saudi Arabia visited 
the White House and, rather than com-
plaining about the sale, sought American 
support to counter an effort by Egypt to 
gain influence in the region. 

The other false assumption guiding 
U.S. policy is that solving the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is the key to bringing 
stability to the Middle East. This unreal-
istic view doesn’t take into account the 
conflicts among “tribe, sect and clan” that 
are the primary drivers of turmoil and vio-

lence in the region today, Ross said. 
Resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict is important for Israelis and 
Palestinians, he said. Indeed, the future 
of Israel as a democratic state depends 
on it. 

But if the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
were somehow resolved tomorrow, Ross 
said it would have little impact on the 
major sources of Middle East instability 
– the civil war in Syria, the proxy war in 
Yemen between Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
the rise of the ISIS and other Sunni 
Muslim extremists, the disintegration of 
Libya and the retrenchment of civil soci-
ety in Egypt.

If it hopes to wield influence in a 
way that might bring some stability to 
the region, the United States must first 
recognize the priorities and motivations 
of the actors involved in its conflicts, 
Ross said.  

Predicting that Middle East turmoil 
and violence will continue for at least 
another decade, he concluded his pre-
sentation by noting that there is only 
one country in the region that upholds 
the same values the Unites States holds 
dear  – respect for the rule of law, civil 
society, a free press, the rights of women 
and minorities.

“That country is Israel,” he said, 
which is why, despite its occasional rocky 
periods, the U.S.-Israeli relationship is 
doomed to succeed. •

Moshe and Libby Werthan receive the Federation’s President’s Award – a framed 
papercut entitled “Upon Three Things” by artist Kim Phillips – from President Carol 
Hyatt (right). (Photos by Rick Malkin)

Former U.S Ambassador Dennis Ross talks about the history of U.S.-Israeli relations 
during the kick off of the Federation’s 2016 annual campaign.

Jeremy Werthan, the oldest child of 
Moshe and Libby Werthan, was one 
of five speakers who spoke about the 
couple during the annual dinner of the 
Federation’s Bonim Society. 

Laurel 
 & Leaf
New Nashville Floral Boutique personally 
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holidays and life cycle events.
European style flower and gift boutique 
in Bellevue, TN in the Shoppes on the Harpeth 
(neighboring Brewhouse 100, Jollifrogs and Nachos)

- Full service florist
- Free consultation
- Delivery available
- Florals for any size event
- Unique, premium floral materials,    
   distinctive designer vessels 
- Personal friendly service
- Meticulous attention to detail

8080A Highway 100, Nashville,  TN
615-457-3425
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At CRC Seder, Jews and Catholics will celebrate 
historic reconciliation of “strangers”
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Charles 
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as 
jpegs to the e-mail with the related 
news item or story. For material that 
cannot be e-mailed, submissions should 
be sent to Charles Bernsen, The Jewish 
Observer, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 
102, Nashville TN 37205. Photos and 
copy sent by regular mail will not be 
returned unless prior arrangement is 
made. Publication is at the discretion of 
The Observer, which reserves the right 
to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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Community Relations Communiqué

By MARY SHELTON

O
n the evening of April 
12, the Community 
Relations Committee 
of the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee will host 

what is expected to be the largest reli-
gious gathering of Catholics and Jews in 
the history of Nashville. 

At the seventh annual Community 
Relations Seder, we will talk about 
history, reconciliation and loving the 
stranger as we participate in the oldest 
continuously practiced religious ritual 
in the world. I’m very pleased to be 
working on this important project with 
Community Relations Seder Vice-Chair 
Linda Kartoz Doochin and Director of 
Community Relations Abbie Wolf.

The CRC hosts these annual seders 
to strengthen our relationships with other 
communities and to learn about the les-
sons of Passover. At this year’s seder, we 
will join with Catholic leaders, educators 
and friends to learn about Nostra Aetate, 
the church’s historic declaration on rela-
tions with non-Christian faiths. 

The event will include a shared 
meal of traditional Jewish Passover foods 
and the music of professional musicians 
and singers led by Congregation Micah’s 
Cantorial Soloist Lisa Silver. 

The seder’s honorary host will be 
the Very Rev. David R. Choby, bishop 
of Nashville. It will be led by Senior 
Rabbi Mark Schiftan of The Temple 

(Congregation Ohabai Sholom). We 
also will be honored to learn from Dr. 
Amy-Jill Levine, University Professor of 
New Testament and Jewish Studies, E. 
Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor 
of New Testament Studies, and Professor 
of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School and College of Arts and Science. 

The evening’s theme will be “We 
Were Strangers: A Nostra Aetate Seder.”  
For hundreds of years, Jews in Christian 
countries were “strangers.” That began 
to change because of the courage and 
compassion of three men: French-Jewish 
historian Jules Isaac, Pope John XXIII, 
and Cardinal Augustin Bea. 

After losing his wife and daughter 

in the death camps, Isaac tried to under-
stand why so many Christians participat-
ed in violence against Jews. He did not 
believe that the Holocaust was inspired 
by Christian teachings. He did believe 
that Christian teachings about Jews had 
been misinterpreted and misappropriated 
as an excuse to forcibly convert, expel, 
torture, and massacre Jews. Pope John 
XXIII – who famously saved thousands of 
Jewish lives during the war – read Isaac’s 
book, met with him and took action, 
appointing Cardinal Bea to lead the bish-
ops in examining the church’s teachings.  
Cardinal Bea in turn brought in advisors 
from the American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) and had several meetings with 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.  
The project was highly controver-

sial, and almost every passage of the 
text was the subject of intense scrutiny 
and debate. The following passage, for 
example, illustrates the conflict between 
a desire for sensitivity towards Jews and a 
reluctance to refute scriptural accounts:

True, the Jewish authorities and 
those who followed their lead pressed 
for the death of Christ;(13) still, 
what happened in His passion can-
not be charged against all the Jews, 
without distinction, then alive, nor 
against the Jews of today. …. All 
should  see  to  i t ,  then,  that  in 

Continued on page 5

Continued from page 1
moved to Nashville from Brooklyn 
Heights, NY in 2014 with her husband, 
Ethan Orley, and their two children, 
Levi, now 5, and Ruby, 2. 

“We have been overwhelmed by 
how the Jewish community has wel-
comed us,” said Orley, who has become 
active in NowGen Nashville, the 
Federation’s group for young profes-
sionals, and was involved in planning 
January’s Big Night Out, the GJCC’s 
annual fundraiser. 

“I think I’ve become much more 
involved in the Jewish community here 
than I would have elsewhere,” she said, 
“and Tzedakah Tzunday is a chance for 
me to give back for what the Jewish com-
munity has done for us over the past year 
and a half.” 

While this was Orley’s first Tzedakah 
Tzunday, it was the 35th for Rami 
Weismark, an Israeli who moved to 
Nashville almost four decades ago. 

“All of Israel are responsible for one 
another,” Weismark said, explaining why 
he volunteers on Tzedakah Tzunday and 

contributes to the Federation. “I can’t 
just stay home and assume it will get 
done. I have to be proactive.”

One of the biggest moments 
during the telethon came when volun-
teer Marsha Raimi secured a pledge of 
$10,000 from a couple who was renewing 
their commitment to the Federation after 
several years 

“I was saying to myself, ‘Am I hear-
ing this right,’” said Raimi, who started 
volunteering on Tzedakah Tzunday three 
years ago after a Federation-sponsored 
trip to Israel. 

Also among the volunteers were 36 
students – 15 from local high schools, 
five from Vanderbilt Chabad and 16 from 
Vanderbilt Hillel. 

“This is awesome,” said Ben Klapper, 
a Vanderbilt freshman from Indianapolis 
who was representing both Vanderbilt 
Chabad and his fraternity, Alpha Epsilon 
Pi. “The Federation does a lot for us at 
Vanderbilt, so this is a chance to say 
thank-you.” 

Dan Weitz, a Vanderbilt senior from 
Lower Merion, PA, expressed a similar 
sentiment. A past president of Vanderbilt 
Hillel, he is now in charge of special pro-
gramming for seniors and is planning to 
take part in Hillel’s annual spring-break 
community service trip, which this year 
is going to Panama.

“I wanted to be here because Hillel 
has been such an important part of my 
Vanderbilt experience,” Weitz said. “And 
I don’t see any way that happens without 

Tzedakah

the support of the Federation.” 
Joining Weitz, Klapper and 18 other 

Vanderbilt students in making calls were 
15 Nashville high school students who are 
taking part in the Federation-supported 
Get Connected program, which provides 
highly subsidized trips to Israel for local 
teenagers. 

“I think this is what is so exciting,” 
said Batia Karabel, pointing to four Get 
Connected teens competing with anoth-
er to see who could secure the most 
pledges. “To see these young people 
making a contribution – the excitement 
in the room is palpable.” •

Nashville newcomers Laurel and Ethan Orley with their son, Levi. “We have been 
overwhelmed by how the Jewish community has welcomed us,” said Laurel Orley. 
“Tzedakah Tzunday is a chance for me to give back for what the Jewish community has 
done for us.”

Volunteer Julie Sugar, Vanderbilt Hillel 
director of student life, celebrates after 
securing a pledge from a new donor. 
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NowGen masquerade party this month 
will bring a Purim feel to the Sutler 

N
owGen Nashville’s 
annual Purim 
Masquerade on March 
26 will be at a quintes-
sential Nashville din-
ing and music venue 

– the Sutler Saloon. But the specialty 
drink menu for the event sounds like it’s 
straight out of ancient Persia. 

Anyone up for a Haman the 
Horrible? 

“We wanted the event to feel like 
a Purim masquerade vs. a generic party 
… to incorporate the story of Purim in a 
playful way,” said Laurel Orley, a mem-
ber of the Purim Masquerade planning 
committee.  “One way to do that was to 
create Purim-themed specialty cocktails 
that will be printed and displayed around 
the bar and tables.”

The planning committee came up 
with the names, which the Sutler is 
matching with some of their current spe-
cialty drinks, Orley said. A Haman the 
Horrible (the Sutler’s Puncho and Lefty) 
is made with blackberry moonshine, 
black tea and agave lemonade. The Sour 
Peach Hamentashin’ (the Sutler’s Don’t 
Ask Rye) is Bulleit rye, peach, sour and 
red wine. 

You’ll have to show up to the 
masquerade to find out what’s in the 
Vanishing Vashti, the Mordecai Mule, 
and Esther’s Crown, Orley said. 

The party begins at 8 p.m. in the spa-
cious cellar of the Sutler, 2600 Franklin 
Road. Advance tickets are $45 (includes 
one drink ticket), $60 (includes two 
drink tickets) and $75 (includes an 

open bar wristband). Admission includes 
unlimited hors d’oeuvres. There also 
will be a DJ. Tickets are available 
online at https://purimmasquerade2016.
eventbrite.com/.  For more information 
contact Risa Herzog at risa@jewishnash-
ville.org or (615) 354-1651.  

Along with Rosh Bash in the fall, the 
Purim Masquerade is one of the two big 
social events of the year for NowGen, an 
organization for young Jewish profession-
als sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

But the Purim Masquerade is more 
than a good time. The net proceeds from 

the event go to the Federation’s annual 
campaign, which helps fund 75 programs 
and institutions in Nashville and Jewish 
communities around the world. 

“The Federation provides an incred-
ible amount of resources and funding for 
young professional programming, leader-
ship, and engagement opportunities,” said 
Ben Katz, another member of the planning 
committee.  “The Purim Masquerade is 
an effort of Jewish young adults in the 
Middle Tennessee area to give back 
to Federation to ensure its continued 
presence in the community. It is import-
ant for young people, who benefit greatly 

from the Federation’s work, to show 
our appreciation by contributing to 
the Federation’s annual campaign.”

Echoing Katz, Purim Masquerade 
member Jennie Zagnoev said, “This is so 
important because the Jewish Federation 
gives so much to our community. As young 
professionals, we need to support our 
thriving and growing Jewish community 
of Nashville and the Jewish Federation to 
ensure its continued support.” 

Purim Masquerade sponsors to date 
include Reliant Bank, Trace Ventures, 
American Paper &Twine Co., Gluck 
Orthodontics and The Dog Spot. •

Celebrate Purim with …
Congregation Sherith Israel

• Sunday, March 6
 Inter-Generational Hamentashen 

Bake (1 p.m.), sponsored by the 
Nashville chapter of Hadassah, PJ 
Library, NowGen Nashville and 
Congregation Sherith Israel. Hadassah 
will provide the dough, and those who 
attend are asked to bring a kosher 
filling, ensuring a wide variety of 
treats. Please RSVP by March 9 to 
hadassahnashville@gmail.com. For 
more information contact pgkelner@
comast.net. 

• Wednesday, March 23
 Megillah Reading (7 p.m.) followed 

by the Sisterhood Purim Dinner and 
Desserts (7:45 p.m.). The dinner is $9 

per person or $36 per family. Call the 
Shul to make reservations. 

• Send mishloach manot (Purim pack-
ages) to everyone in the Shul for 
$50. Register with the CSI Sisterhood 
by March 16. The packages will be 
available at the Shul at both Megillah 
readings. 

The Temple

• Saturday, March 12
 Purim Tot Shabbat (10 a.m.): A musi-

cal experience for children up to 6 and 
the big people who love them, the 
event will include songs, crafts, a story 
and treats with Rabbi Mackler, Cantor 
Fishbein and Ms. Jan. 

• Sunday, March 13
 Purim Carnival (10:30 a.m.): A pet-

ting zoo, inflatable attractions, kara-
oke, costume contest, trackless train, 
arts and crafts, lunch, sweet treats and 
more. Family passes are $25. 

• Friday, March 18
 Purim Service (6 p.m., with pre-oneg 

at 5:15 p.m.): The Service with the 
Mazel Tones Jr. Choir will be followed 
by Topsy Turvy Purim Congregational 
Dinner with activities for children. 

Congregation Micah

• Sunday, March 13
 Pirate Purim Caaaaarnival (12:30-2:30 

p.m.): Features “Aleph Marks the Spot” 
treasure hunt, bounce house, “walk the 
plank,” a costume contest, pirate ship 
photo booth and dunking booth where 
participants can make Mrs. Greenberg 
and Rabbi Flip “sleep with the fish-
es.” Sponsored by Micah temple Youth 
(MiTY) and the Micah religious school, 
the carnival is open to the entire com-
munity. Admission is $15 for kids, $8 
for adults, $36 for a family pass (includes 
games and lunch). 

West End Synagogue

• Wednesday, March 23 
 Maariv service and reading of the 

Megillah by Rabbis Joshua Kullock 
and Joshua Barton, (7 p.m.) 

• Thursday, March 24

 Shacharit service (6:42 a.m.) followed 
by the reading of the Megillah.

• Friday, March 25
 Kabalat Shabbat (6 p.m.), followed 

by congregational dinner (7 p.m). 
and lecture by Vanderbilt Professor 
A.J. Levine (8 p.m.) titled “Difficult 
but Necessary: Discussions in Jewish-
Christian Relations.” Cost of the din-
ner is $18 for adults, $10 for children. 
Please RSVP to the synagogue office. 

Chabad of Nashville

• Sunday, March 20
 Hamantaschen Baking Workshop 

(12:30 p.m.): Learn to bake haman-
taschen with Melissa of chabadchallah.
com. The cost is $8 a person, and each 
participant will go home with his or her 
own plate of a dozen hamantaschen. 
Those who would rather not bake 
can order hamantaschen for delivery 
or pick up on Tuesday, March 22 
($7.50 per dozen, $8 a dozen for choc-
olate dipped). All of hamantaschen are 
made in a dairy-free environment and 
are kosher pareve certified. To reserve 
a spot in the workshop or to place an 
order call 615) 752-0639 or go to www.
chabadnashville.com. 

• Monday, March 21 
 L’chaim (7:30 p.m.), a presentation 

focusing on the spiritual meaning and 
significance of the term l’chaim (to 
life) and the Purim party. Judaism is 
staunchly opposed to alcohol abuse. 
Why then is there a mitzvah to drink 
on Purim? A look at this controversial 
issue will provide insight and ensure 
moderation on Purim.

• Wednesday, March 23 
 The Big Megillah (6:30 p.m.). 

Festivities will include Haman booing, 
Megillah reading, and a hamantashen 
eating contest. All participants will 
receive a special Purim gift.

• Thursday, March 24
 Purim in Paris (5 p.m): The annual 

Purim Around the World will include 
the Megillah reading, a dinner of French 
cuisine, wine tasting, crepe bar, French 
desserts, caricaturist, face painting, cos-
tume contest and live music. RSVP 
for the dinner is required by March 13 
at www.chabadnashville.com.

Purim in Nashville

Continued from page 4
catechetical work or in the preaching 
of the word of God they do not teach 
anything that does not conform to the 
truth of the Gospel and the spirit of 
Christ.”
Elsewhere Nostra Aetate states, “The 

Church reproves, as foreign to the mind of 
Christ, any discrimination against men or 
harassment of them because of their race, 
color, condition of life, or religion….” 
This passage disappointed the AJC, which 
had hoped the council drafting the histor-
ic document would use “condemns” rather 
than the milder “reproves.” 

The biggest compromise in Nostra 
Aetate is apparent in the opening passage: 

In our time (“Nostra Aetate”),”when 
day by day mankind is being drawn 
closer together, and the ties between 
different peoples are becoming 
stronger, the Church examines 
more closely her relationship to 
non-Christian religions…”  
Because of resistance from tradition-

alist bishops and bishops in the Middle 

CRC East, the topic of Nostra Aetate was 
expanded from Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions to include Catholic relations with 
non-Christian religions.

Creating Nostra Aetate was not a 
simple process. And yet, because of the 
difficult conversations that were held 
50 years ago, the Jewish and Catholic 
communities can now look forward to a 
future of deepening understanding and 
connection. When Jewish leaders met 
with Pope Francis in Rome on the 50th 
anniversary of Nostra Aetate, he said, 
“Since Nostra Aetate, indifference and 
opposition have turned into coopera-
tion and goodwill. Enemies and strangers 
became friends and brothers.” 

The Jewish Federation is most grate-
ful for the friendship Bishop Choby and 
the Catholic community and for all their 
efforts to make the Nostra Aetate seder an 
extraordinary event.  • 

Mary Shelton, a member of the 
Community Relations Committee of the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, is chair of the 2016 Community 
Relations Seder. 

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad 

in the Observer!
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad

@ The Temple

T
he Temple will offer 
Adult Hebrew classes on 
Thursdays from 10:45-
11:30 a.m. beginning 
March 3.  

There will be two 
classes this year – one for beginners for 

which no knowledge of Hebrew is nec-
essary and another aimed at improving 
prayer fluency for which the ability to 
read some Hebrew words is necessary. 

For information, email Rabbi 
Michael Shulman at rabbishulman@
templenashville.org. •

Two Hebrew classes 
begin this month 

T
he Temple MazelTones 
(formerly known as the 
junior choir) will per-
form a special concert on 
Saturday, March 12 for res-
idents of Richland Place. 

MazelTones Director Dennis Scott 

and Cantor Fishbein will lead will lead 
the young singers, whose performance 
will include  Purim and Passover songs.  
Shmoozing and refreshments will follow.  
The event is supported by the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.  •

MazelTones will sing 
at Richland Place

C
habad of Nashville will 
host Gary Rosenthal, 
renowned Judaica art-
ist and craftsman, for 
a hands-on workshop 
next month just before 

Passover.
Rosenthal will be the artist-in-res-

idence at Chabad of Nashville on 
Sunday, April 10. Under his guidance, 
participants will spend the afternoon 
making Judaic art.

The event begin at 12:30 p.m. 
Rosenthal will give a talk on the cre-
ative process of designing and fabricating 
Judaic art before leading a workshop in 
which participants will create their own 
piece of Judaica. There will be several 
choices to design with the artist includ-
ing a Mezuzah case, a candle stick, and a 
Seder plate.

“We have worked with tens of thou-
sands of Jews all over the world to create 
Judaica, but visiting a community and 
working with new friends and families 
connects me to my work,” Rosenthal 
said. “I always feel that the metal and 
the glass that we craft into a set of can-
dlesticks might be beautiful, but they 
remain lifeless, until someone takes them 
home, light the candles, covers their eyes 
and begins ‘l’hadlick ner shel shabbat’ on 
a Friday night.”  

The cost of the workshop will vary 
depending on the piece participants 
choose to make. Pieces start at $30. RSVP 
at ChabadNashville.com or call (615) 

646-5750. The first 30 people to RSVP 
will receive a free gift from the artist. 

Rosenthal has been sculpting in 
welded metals for more than 30 years 
and has been traveling throughout the 
country for the past decade to help 
communities create Jewish objects. The 
process uses colorful glass cut into small 
pieces that are then tumbled in sand to 
get rid of sharp edges.

“We have a template for Sabbath 
candlesticks or a mezuzah, and peo-
ple create a mosaic on it,” Rosenthal 

Artist Gary Rosenthal will hold Judaica workshop next month at Chabad

explained, “Then I bring it back to the 
glass studio and I fire it, integrate it with 
metal, and we fuse it into a single piece 
of glass.”

Rosenthal tries to use the hiddur 
mitzvah – literally, beautification or 
enhancement of a mitzvah by doing or 
making something special in fulfilling it 
– to engage others in tikun olam, repair of 
the world. For instance, after Hurricane 
Katrina, hundreds of families through-
out the United States created menorahs 
that they donated to the New Orleans 
Jewish community. His studio also spon-
sored a Chanukah party at the New 
Orleans Jewish Community Center that 
December in which he gave away almost 

1,000 menorahs in addition to kosher hot 
dogs, potato latkes, and cokes to affected 
families, some of whom had lost almost 
everything in the hurricane. 

“It’s a marvelous opportunity to rein-
force Jewish values, beautify the com-
mandment, give to others and repair the 
world, all within a creative fund raising 
experience,” Rosenthal said.

Rosenthal will also host a trunk 
show that will include many pieces of 
Jewish ritual art, including seder plates, 
menorahs, honey dishes, and tzedakah 
boxes that will be available to purchase 
at discounted prices for this one day only.

An evening of Jazz and 
Joy will celebrate the 
Jewish leap year

Adar, the month of Purim, is associ-
ated with good luck for the Jewish people 
and therefore a time to be happy and 
joyous. This year, 5776 on the Jewish 
calendar, is a leap year and includes a 
second month of Adar, so the obligation 
is double, said Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of 
Chabad of Nashville. 

To celebrate, Chabad will host an 
evening of Jazz and Joy at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 5 at Cafe Chabad, on 
the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life, 95 
Bellevue Road. 

The evening will include an open bar 
and hors d’oeuvres, beverages and desserts, 
with a jazz band and a music circle. The 
“eat n’ drink all you can” admission is $10 
in advance and $15 at the door. RSVP at 
www.chabadnashville.com . •

Gary Rosenthal will hold a Judaica workshop at Chabad of Nashville next month. 
(Submitted photo) 

S
nowed out of a sched-
uled visit to Nashville 
in January, Rabbi Mark 
Glickman will be the vis-
iting scholar this month at 
The Temple, where he will 

make several presentations about the 
trove of Jewish documents from the 
Cairo Genizah. His talks will include.
• “Stolen Words: The Nazi Plunder 

of Jewish Books,” Lunch with 
the Rabbi, 11:30 a.m. Thursday, 
March 10.

• “Glimpsing the Genizah: The 
Fascinating Tale of a Little Room in 
Cairo,” during evening the evening 
service on Friday, March 11. 

• “Indiana Jones Meets the Da Vinci 
Code in an Old Egyptian Synagogue 
– The Story of the Cairo Genizah,” 
during chevrah Torah Saturday, 
March 12. 

The genizah (or storeroom) of the 
Ben Ezra Synagogue in Old Cairo 
included 300,000 Jewish manuscript 
fragments that date from 870 CE to 
19th century comprising the largest 
and most diverse collection of medie-
val manuscripts in the world.

Glickman, a popular speaker on 
Judaism and modern life, is rabbi of 
Congregation Kol Ami in Woodinville, 
WA, and Congregation Kol Shalom on 
Bainbridge Island, WA.  •

Visiting Scholar will discuss 
Cairo Genizah documents 
at The Temple this month

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
at www.jewishnashville.org

See what is going on in the community.
Go to

www.jewishnashville.org
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Congregational news & events

@ Sherith Israel

@ West End

D
espite slick road condi-
tions from a recent snow-
storm, 160 people were 
on hand for Congregation 
Sherith Israel’s Jan. 24 
dinner and fundraiser 

honoring all of its 42 past presidents. 
Fifteen of the former presidents 

were on hand to receive certificates per-

sonally, said Pam Kelner, who chaired 
the event. Another 10 certificates were 
accepted by family members. 

“It happened to be Tu B’shevat 
that evening,” Kelner said, “so we also 
planted a tree in Israel in honor of all 
past presidents. 

The event raised $73,000 for the 
synagogue. •

CSI raises $73,000 at dinner 
honoring past presidents

Gene Heller (left center) and Ben Walter (right center) were among the past presi-
dents of Congregation Sherith Israel honored at a dinner and fundraiser. With them 
are Heller’s son and daughter-in-law, David and Betsy Heller. 

T
he Nashville chapter of 
Hadassah will celebrate its 
annual Hadassah Shabbat 
on Saturday, March 12 
at Congregation Sherith 
Israel. Members of 

Hadassah from all of Nashville’s congre-
gations are invited to attend. 

The service begins at 9 a.m. and 
will be followed by a Kiddush lun-
cheon. Parking is available on Bowling 
Avenue. •

Hadassah Shabbat 
set for March 12 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

A 
panel discussion last 
month at West End 
Synagogue’s about dis-
mantling the so-called 
school-to-prison pipe-
line included two edu-

cators, a youth counselor and a juvenile 
court judge. 

But student artist E’darrius Smith, a 
senior at Pearl Cohn High School, made 
the most visceral impact on those in 
attendance when he unveiled his highly 
symbolic painting depicting “the prison 
industrial complex.” 

At the bottom, young black people 
march into an ominous looking struc-
ture, emerging on the other side clad in 
orange prison jumpsuits. Above them 
is a face – half of it of a normal black 
youth; the other half a strange looking 
space creature. 

“It symbolizes how the system turns 
us into aliens,” Smith explained.

Several hundred people attended the 
Feb. 18 forumsponsored by West End’s 
social action committee. Its purpose was 
to discuss ways to address the school-to-
prison pipeline, a term that refers to poli-
cies and practices – harsh “zero-tolerance” 
disciplinary procedures, over reliance on 
law enforcement officers to maintain dis-
cipline in schools, the lack of educational 
and counseling resources – that result in 
students being funneled into the juvenile 
and criminal justice systems.  

“We wanted to do more in regard 
to social justice in the larger commu-
nity, and this issue is an important 
one that is getting a lot of attention,” 
said committee chair Kitty Calhoun. 

She noted that the issue also dovetails 
with the recent focus on youth violence 
by Nashville Mayor Megan Berry, who 
attended the forum and delivered intro-
ductory remarks. 

The panelists included: 
• Tony Majors, who heads the Support 

Services Division of Metro Nashville 
Public School, who said the school-
to-prison pipeline reflects underlying 
social problems that schools cannot 
address by themselves. What’s need-
ed is a “grass roots effort” that will 
martial community-wide resources and 
support, he said, and that will hap-
pen when individuals begin getting 

WES forum part of “conversation” to address school-to-prison pipeline

involved in schools “not just because 
you have a child or grandchild there 
but because it’s a school in your com-
munity.” 

• Tom Ward, a former public school 
principal and director of the non-profit 
Oasis Center, which offers counsel-
ing and programs for at-risk youth. 

Nashville is much like other cities, 
where the school-to prison-pipeline 
disproportionately affects minority 
students and those with disabilities, 
he said. But unlike many other cit-
ies, he said the various constituencies 
dealing with the problem – schools, 
law enforcement, courts, social service 
providers and religious institutions – 
are cooperating rather than trying to 
blame one another. 

• Rev. Damien Durr, youth pastor at 
Temple Church in Nashville and a 
consultant with the Children’s Defense 
Fund, who said it’s important to “cre-
ate spaces” where students like Smith 
can express their concerns – not just 
through spoken or written words but 
through art and music as well. 

• Juvenile Court Judge Sheila Calloway, 
who said she was “proud of Nashville 
for filling a sanctuary on a Thursday 
evening … By being here and taking 
part in this conversation you are say-
ing, ‘We care about our children.”’

In opening remarks, West End Rabbi 
Joshua Kullock said “too many of our 
children are falling through the cracks, 
losing faith in the system and them-
selves.” He described the forum as part 
of a conversation to find “multi-layered 
solutions to structural problems with our 
society. Pretending this is not our prob-
lem will not do us any good.” •

Student artist E’darrius Smith explains the symbolism of his painting depicting the 
“prison industrial complex” at West End Synagogue’s forum on the school-to-prison 
pipeline last month. 

See what is going on in the community.
Go to

www.jewishnashville.org



8    March 2016 The Observer

Jewish filmmakers and photographers are prominent 
in Frist exhibition of works from early Soviet era

I
n exploring the connection 
between art and politics, the exhi-
bition of early Soviet photography 
and film that opens this month at 
the Frist Center for the Visual Arts 
illustrates how the work of idealis-

tic artists became a powerful propaganda 
tool for the young communist nation. 

While it does not have an explicit 
Jewish theme, The Power of Pictures: 
Early Soviet Photography and Film was 
organized by the Jewish Museum of New 
York, many of the 13 artists and 10 
filmmakers whose work is featured in the 
exhibition were Jews. 

Among them are Moisei 
Nappelbaum, a portrait photographer 
who made images of Vladimir Lenin 
and other revolutionary leaders as well 
as important scientists and cultural fig-
ures; Arkady Shaikhet, whose pictures 
of Soviet industrialization are associated 
with a kind of photo journalism called 
“artistic reportage,” and avant garde 
filmmaker Dziga Vertov (born David 
Abelevich Kaufman), whose documen-
taries of Soviet life are best known for 
their use of montage technique. 

The exhibition, which ended a four-
month run at the Jewish Museum last 
month, will be on display at the Frist 
from March 11-July 4 before beginning a 
European tour in Amsterdam. It was put 
together by Susan Tumarkin Goodman, 
senior curator emerita at the Jewish 
Museum, and Jens Hoffman, the muse-
um’s deputy director of exhibitions and 

public programs.  Tumarkin will be in 
Nashville for a free public presentation 
at 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 11 in the 
Frist Center auditorium called “Broken 
Promises: The Soviet Photography in the 
Age of Stalin.”  

Focusing primarily on works in the 
two decades after the 1917 Soviet rev-
olution, the exhibition includes pho-
tographs, films, posters, periodicals and 
cameras to document not only how the 
work of early Soviet “lens-centered” art-
ists was used to disseminate communist 
ideology but also their lasting impact on 
photography and cinema. 

Though the curators chose not 
explore the Jewish influence on early 
Soviet visual arts, their description of 
the exhibition notes that “a large number 
of the most prominent photographers, 
photojournalists, and filmmakers were 
Jewish; as members of a recently emanci-
pated minority, they welcomed the arriv-
al of the Soviet Union, with its promise 
of a new egalitarian word.” 

 “In keeping with the First Center’s 
goal of encouraging our audience to view 
the world in new ways through art, this 
exhibition may inspire visitors to assess 
the images that we are constantly inun-
dated by today with a more critical and 
informed eye,” said Frist Center curator 
Katie Delmez, who is overseeing the its 
presentation. “The interplay of politi-
cal messaging and art continues in the 
ever-evolving media outlets of the 21st 
century.” •

Film Series: Revolution and Realism

In conjunction with the exhibition of early Soviet photography and film at the 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts, a film series will screen four seminal films from 
the period at three different venues. The film series, Revolution and Realism, is 

a collaboration among the Frist, International Lens at Vanderbilt University, the 
Belcourt Theatre and Light + Sound Machine at Third Man Records. The screen-
ings are 

“Man with a Movie Camera,” directed by Dziga Vertov (1929) 
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 17
Where: Vanderbilt University’s Sarrat Student Center
Admission: free

An avant-garde view of urban life within the Soviet Union often described 
as a feature-length montage, with English subtitles and introduction by Dr. Jason 
Strudler from Vanderbilt’s Department of Germanic and Slavic Languages at 
Vanderbilt.  (Silent with English intertitles)

“Aelita: Queen of Mars,” directed by Yakov Alexandrovich Protazanov 
(1924)

When: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 22    
Where: Vanderbilt University’s Sarratt Student Center
Admission: Free

Often described as one of the first science fiction films, “Aelita” chronicles an 
adventurer’s journey to Mars, where he leads an uprising alongside a beautiful and 
seductive queen. With English subtitles and introduction by Dr. Jason Strudler from 
Vanderbilt’s Department of Germanic and Slavic Languages. (Silent with English 
intertitles)  

“Battleship Potemkin” (1925), directed by Sergei Eisenstein
When: 7 p.m. Friday, April 29
Where: Frist Center Auditorium
Admission: Free

Consistently listed as one of the most important films of all time, “Potemkin” 
dramatizes the 1905 mutiny of a Russian crew members against their unjust tsarist 
commanders. (Silent  with English intertitles) 

“The Extraordinary Adventures of Mr. West in the Land of Bolsheviks” 
(1924), directed by Lev Kuleshov

When: 8 p.m. Thursday, May 19
Where: Light+Sound Machine at Third Man Records, 623 Seventh Ave. South
Admission: Price to be determined 

A hilarious tribute to American silent comedies, this Russian film was the first 
to specifically address American stereotypes of Soviet Russia. (Silent with English 
intertitles)

Express (1939) by Arkady Shaikhet, whose photos of Soviet industrialization exemplify 
the form called “artistic reportage.” (Gelatin silver print, Nailya Alexander Gallery, New York. Artwork © Estate of 

Arkady Shaikhet, courtesy of Nailya Alexander Gallery)

The Observer is online at
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Following in their families’ footsteps, Howard Kirshner and 
Lisa Small will be recognized at JFS Chesed Dinner in April 

H
oward Kirshner and Lisa 
Steiner Small will be 
honored next month at 
Jewish Family Service’s 
2016 Chesed Dinner for 
their contribution to 

both the Jewish and broader Nashville 
communities. 

“L’dor v’dor is the link from gener-
ation to generation, and both Howard 
and Lisa have followed in the footsteps 
of their family’s volunteerism,” said JFS 
Executive Director Pam Kelner. 

The Chesed dinner will be on 
Thursday, April 14 at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. A reception begins 
at 6:15 p.m. and the dinner follows at 
7 p.m. Tickets are $150 per person. 
For more information or to make res-
ervations, contact Janet Parr at (615) 
356-4234.  

Kirshner is a fifth generation 
Nashville resident and, like his parents 
and their family before them, has spent 
his volunteer time working on behalf 
of the Jewish community. He served on 
the GJCC board for 10 years, eventually 
becoming president. He has also served 
on the boards of other major Jewish 
organizations, including the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, the Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee and 
the Anti-Defamation League. He was a 
co-chair for the Temple Arts Festival. 

In his many roles for JFS, Kirshner 
has been a board member, Adoption 
Committee member, Budget and Finance 
Committee member and, with his wife 
Leslie, host of one of the LGBT adop-
tion events.  Along with family members 
Betty Kirshner and Meryl and Keith 
Kraft, the Kirshners established the Earl 
Kirshner Adoption Loan Program, which 
enables Jewish families to apply for inter-
est free loans of up to $10,000 to be 
applied toward adoption expenses. 

When Small was chosen to partic-

ipate in Leadership Nashville in 1995, 
her job description was “community vol-
unteer,” and Kelner said that “making an 
impact on families and children is what 
has always inspired Lisa in both her pro-
fessional and volunteer life.”

For the past 43 years Small has 
tutored high school students in study 
skills, writing skills, English and his-
tory. In addition to having served on 
the JFS board, she has been a board 
member of the GJCC, the Nashville sec-
tion of the National Council of Jewish 

Women, the Hebrew Union College 
advisory board, the University School of 
Nashville board as president of the USN 
auxiliary, Cheekwood Botanical Garden 
and Museum of Art, Fifty Forward and 
Youth Villages.

Small’s longest volunteer commit-
ment has been to The Temple, where 
she has been a board member, executive 
committee member and president. She 
also chaired the capital campaign and 
co-chaired the Temple Arts Festival for 
nine years. Along with Diane Trachtman 
(z’’l  and 2015 Chesed honoree), Small 
spearheaded a major fundraising effort 
for JFS during the most recent economic 
downturn in 2009.

Both Small and Kirshner are fol-
lowing in a family member’s footsteps 
in receiving the Chesed Award. Small’s 
mother, Elise Steiner (z’’l), received 
the award in 2000, and Howard’s sister, 
Meryl Kraft, received the award in 2009.  

The Chesed Dinner is the primary 
fundraiser for JFS, one of Nashville’s 
oldest agencies. Last year JFS served 
more than 1,800 individuals through its 
18 services and programs in the areas 
of adoption, counseling, psychothera-
py, financial assistance, senior services, 
information and referral, and family life 
and community enrichment. For more 
information about JFS, contact Kelner at 
(615) 354-1644 or visit the JFS Website 
at www.jfsnashville.org. •

Howard Kirshner Lisa Steiner Small

In cooperation with the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and 
PJ Library, Cheekwood Botanical Garden turned its regular “Tuesday for Tots” 
program into a celebration of Tu B’shvat, the Jewish holiday known as “the new year 
for trees.”  Led by Liron Finkelstein, the Federation’s community shlicha (Israel 
emissary),  about 70 children read different about Tu B’shvat and nature, then par-
ticipated in an arts and crafts session in which they created a “community tree” 
decorated with their names and enjoyed dried fruits a power point with informa-
tion about how the holiday is celebrated in Israel. 

Tu B’shvat at CheekwoodHillel will honor memory of 
longtime supporter Miriam 
Halachmi on April 10

V
anderbilt Hillel will 
honor the memory of 
Miriam Halachmi on 
Sunday, April 10 with a 
tribute program and the 
d e d i c a t i o n 

of a memorial foundation 
stone on the new Dor L’Dore 
Donor Tree in the lounge 
of the Schulman Center for 
Jewish Life on Campus. 

Halachmi served for 
three decades as educa-
tion director at West End 
Synagogue, where the reli-
gious school has been named 
in her honor, and as a lec-
turer in modern Hebrew for 
Vanderbilt’s Jewish Studies 
Program. 

Hillel Executive 
Director Ari Dubin called 
Halachmi “an inspirational 
leader of the Nashville Jewish communi-
ty” and said she played a pivotal role in 
the establishment of the Ben Schulman 
Center and served for many years as a 
board member of Vanderbilt Hillel.  

“Her love of the Hebrew language 
enthused many generations of Vanderbilt 
students, and her passion for Jewish life 
on campus was a key influence at Hillel,” 
Dubin said. 

The tribute will take 
place on Rosh Chodesh, the 
start of the Jewish month, 
traditionally observed as a 
women’s holiday and a day 
of learning. It also coincides 
with Halachmi’s birthday 
anniversary on April 11. 

The host committee 
includes her children, Alan 
and Andrea Halachmi and 
Shlomit Halachmi.  

“Our mother cared 
deeply about the future of 
Vanderbilt’s Jewish commu-
nity and the many students 
she taught there,” said Alan 
Halachmi. “This is a won-

derful way for Hillel to honor her memo-
ry and impact on campus.”

For more information or to make a 
reservation, please call (615) 322-8376 or 
visit the website at www.vuhillel.org.  •

Miriam Halachmi

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad 

in the Observer!
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Akiva students build interactive 
“monsters” as part of new STEM initiative 

By SUSAN ESKEW

A
kiva School students in 
grades four-six are cre-
ating monsters. 

Not the ugly harm-
ful kind. These are 
friendly, interactive 

monsters, and by making them the stu-
dents are learning to integrate the sub-
jects of science, technology, mathemat-
ics and engineering. 

The project is part of a new STEM 
initiative at Akiva as the school imple-
ments a five-year plan to enhance 
instruction in all areas and “move the 
General Studies programming into the 
21st century,” said Lynn Heady, Akiva’s 
head of school. 

In conjunction with i2Learning, a 
collaborative that provides STEM cur-
ricula and programs for elementary and 
middle school students, Akiva has adopt-
ed the Engineering Design Process, which 
takes students through the steps – ask-
ing, imagining, planning, creating and 
improving – that mirror the way scientists 
and engineers design in the real world. 

In their latest project, Akiva stu-
dents are working with a variety of 
textiles, lights, speakers, sensors, laptops 
and LilyPad Arduino circuit boards and 
software to make e-textiles, or “smart 
garments.” 

They began making these inter-
active “monsters” by researching the 
history of e-textiles in athletics, health 
and fashion (the asking phase). Then 

they thought (or imagined) how they 
might build a prototype using soft elec-
tronic circuits. The students chose “fuzzy 
bookmarks” that would help them read 
in the dark.

 In the planning phase, they iden-
tified the materials they would need – 
conductive threat, LEDs, batteries and 
fabrics – and how their bookmark would 
be used. The creation of the prototype 
bookmark – sewing, gluing and building 
the device – was followed by testing and 
revision with the goal of improving the 
design and function. 

After this experience, it was time 
for each student to develop his or her 
own version of the friendly, interactive 
monster. Students learned how to use 
programming to make their creatures play 
music, move and glow on command. To 
extend their learning of circuits, students 
tinkered with various Snap Circuit Kits 
to create more than 50 projects – motion 
sensors, mini cars with a control light, 
finger touch lights, trick wire alarms and 
lighthouses. The experience demanded 
an integration of all STEM content areas.

Assessments were used through-
out the process along with reflective 
lab reports.  For visual learners, lessons 
included video clips, online assessments, 
and games.  Journals were used to review 
and reflect on what students understood 
or found confusing as well as to identify 
what they enjoyed.  •

Susan Eskew is the lead STEM teacher 
at Akiva School. 

Akiva School 4th grader Eden Rice and 6th grader Jackson Evans hold the interactive 
bookmarks – friendly “monsters” – they created as part of the school’s new STEM 
initiative.  (Photos by Susan Eskew) 

Fourth-graders Dashiell House and Celia Wiston along with 5th-grader Maya Crouvi 
work on their STEM project. 

Purim 
Masquerade 2016

March 26th at 8pm 
The Sutler Cellar Room
2600 FRANKLIN PIKE #109, NASHVILLE, TN 37204 

Early Bird Ticket Pricing: $45 (includes 1 drink ticket)
$60 (includes 2 drink tickets)

$75 (includes an open bar wristband) 

GET YOURS NOW AT 
PURIMMASQUERADE2016.EVENTBRITE.COM

Sponsored by: 

NowGen
Nashville Conveniently located next to Kroger - 

Down in the Heart of Belle Meade Plaza

Great Selection of Kosher Wines

BELLE MEADE
WINE & SPIRITS
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MammaMia
TPAC.ORG is the official online source for buying tickets to TPAC events.

MammaMiaOnTour.com

Presented by

Alabama painter Nancy Harper will be featured 
this month at Art on the West Side show and sale 

R
honda Polen Wernick 
and Ron York are excited 
about the diversity of fine 
art and crafts that will be 
featured at the third annu-
al Art on the West Side 

show and sale this month at the Gordon 
Jewish Community. 

“It will be an art lover’s dream,” said 
Wernick, who co-chairs the two-day 
juried event with York. “Each year more 
people have come to our show as word 
has gotten out about the quality of the 
artists and their works.” 

Art on the West Side is a celebra-
tion of local and regional art. This year’s 
show on March 11 and 12 will feature 
paintings, sculpture, pottery, woodwork-
ing, glass and the largest selection of 
jewelry it has ever presented. Many of 
the artists will be on hand to chat with 
attendees, Wernick said, and there will 
be pieces available for purchase at a wide 
range of prices.

The featured artist this year is 
Nancy Rhodes Harper, a painter from 
Huntsville, AL, whose whimsical studies 
of women in everyday settings can be 
found in some of the most prestigious art 
galleries in the country.

“My love of portraying people while 

they go about their daily lives and captur-
ing a small moment in time is what keeps 
me excited as an artist,” said Harper, who 
is making her Nashville art show debut at 
Art on the West Side. She has donated 
her painting “Catch Me If You Can” to 
the event, and 100 percent of the sale 
price will benefit the GJCC, where it is 
currently on display. 

Several artists from the Nashville 
Jewish community will also present their 
work. Martha Nemer, the featured artist 
two years ago, will show her eclectic oil 
paintings. Kim Phillips will share her 
intricate Judaic papercut art. Gabrielle 
Friedman, Paula Barnett and Sara Cohan 
will showcase their handmade jewel-
ry. And Yaara Yemin will be returning 
to Nashville from Israel with her glass 
beads. The show will also feature the 

work of Phyllis Alper, Lorna Graff and 
Robby Lasky, who started a painting class 
at the GJCC several years ago. 

The event begins with a cocktail 
reception and preview sale from 6-9 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 12 for a suggested 
donation of $15. Tastings will be provid-
ed by local restaurants, caterers, bakeries 
and friends of the GJCC. The show 
continues from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. the 
following day – Sunday, March 13 – and 
is free to the public. In addition to the 
exhibit and sale, there will be children’s 
activities with the Frist Center for the 
Visual Arts at the GJCC. A percentage 
of all sales will benefit art programming 
at the GJCC.

For more information, call the 
GJCC at (615) 356-7170 or go to www.
nashvillejcc.org. •

Nancy Rhodes Harper will be the 
featured artist this month at Art on 
the West Side’s work focuses almost 
entirely on whimsical studies of women 
like this one, which she calls “Puppy’s 
Garden.” (Photo courtesy of the artist)

GJCC monthly 
exhibition 
features 
Maggart, 
Guthrie and 
Damico in 
March

T
he Gordon Jewish 
Community Center’s regu-
lar rotating art exhibitions 
this month will feature the 
work of Rita J. Maggart, 
Amelie Guthrie, Michael 

Damico and Layla Ellis.
The reception for the artists is 7-9 

p.m. March 9 at the GJCC, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd.  There will be live music 
by DJ Spun Counterguy along with com-
plimentary food and wine to accompany 
the event.  

For more information, contact the 
GJCC at (615) 354-1699, Curator Carrie 
Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to 
www.nashvillejcc.org. •

To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to 
www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on
 “Calendar.”
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carrie mills 

pet paintings 

615-210-5044 
csmills4@hotmail.com 
carriemillsdesign.com 

Big Night Out draws big crowd, big laughs 
– and raises $83,000 for the GJCC

A
lmost 300 people 
attended the annual Big 
Night Out fundraiser 
for the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center, 
where they enjoyed 

an Italian-themed dinner, bid on more 
than 150 items in a silent auction, and 
laughed at a performance by The Second 
City, Chicago’s renowned improvisa-
tional comedy troupe.

The Jan. 16 event at the GJCC 
raised more than $83,000 that will 
support the GJCC’s mission to provide 
wellness, athletic, recreational, educa-
tional, cultural and social activities, 
said Cindee Gold, who chaired the 
event. 

The appearance by The Second 
City was underwritten by the Jane 
and Richard Eskind and family. Other 
sponsors included American Paper & 
Twine Co., Argent Trust, Capstar Bank, 
The Dorothy Cate & Thomas F. Frist 
Foundation, Gold Skin Care Center, 
Kraft CPAs, Mapco/Delek, The Melting 
Pot, Nashville Centre for Laser and 
Facial Surgery, PrintNet USA, Rodizio 
Grill, Sprintz Furniture and Wells Fargo 
Advisors, LLC.

The GJCC is looking for ideas for 
the next Big Night Out, which will be 
held in January 2017. Please send any 
ideas to Dara Freiberg, GJCC member-
ship and development director, at dara@
nashvillejcc.org. •

This year’s Big Night Out marked the 30th anniversary of the important GJCC fundrais-
er, previously known as the Main Event. To mark the milestone, those who have chaired 
one of the fundraisers were honored. (Photo by Rick Malkin)   

The children of rabbis from seven states met for a Shabbaton and weekend of 
camaraderie at Chabad of Nashville in January. They kids hailed from New Orleans, 
Birmingham, Little Rock, Bentonville, Nashville, Memphis, St. Louis, Kansas City 
and Iowa City.

Chabad Shabbaton 

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”

The Observer is online at
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Thursday, April 14, 2016
11:30 am 

at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center

$10 per person

Send reservations to:
Anna Sir

Jewish Family Service
801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103

Nashville, TN 37205 
615-354-1686

This event is open to seniors of all ages 
in the Nashville Jewish community.

Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
In Memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer

Seder led by 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock
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New citizenship law has Jews worldwide 
flocking to tiny Portugal city of Porto

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

PORTO, Portugal (JTA) –Five years 
ago, this city’s tiny Jewish communi-
ty was so strapped for cash it couldn’t 
afford to fix the deep cracks in its syna-
gogue’s moldy ceiling.

The Jewish Community of Porto was 
also too poor to hire a full-time rabbi 
because of its small size (50 members) 
and the paucity of donors in a country 
gripped by a financial crisis.

But earlier this year the community, 
situated 200 miles north of Lisbon, show-
cased its stunning turnaround. Hosting 
the biggest event in its history, it 
drew hundreds of guests from all over the 
world to the city’s new kosher hotel and 
renovated synagogue. The community 
also has a new Jewish museum and mik-
vah ritual bath, and there are plans to 
build a kosher shop, Jewish kindergarten 
and school.

The money, community members 
say, came from a massive influx of 
Jewish tourists that coincided with the 
implementation of Portugal’s 2013 law 
of return for Sephardic Jews and their 
descendants.

The law named the Porto commu-
nity, founded by a handful of converts to 
Judaism, one of two institutions respon-
sible for vetting citizenship applications, 
providing the Jews in this little-known 
city of 230,000 with tens of thousands of 
dollars in income and turning Porto into 
a destination for Jews from around the 
world. 

“This law not only gave us new 
funds but put us on the world map,” 
said Emmanuel Fonseca, a 53-year-old 
Orthodox convert to Judaism. “In no 
time, we went from a tiny group struggling 
to exist to a well-to-do congregation with 
local and international standing. I never 
thought I would live to see this.”

Applying for membership in Lisbon 
and Porto’s official Jewish community 
costs $300-$560 and is a required step 
for a Jew to become a Portuguese citizen 
under the 2013 law. (Spain recently 
passed a similar law aimed at descendants 
of Sephardic Jews.) Each application 
must be checked by one of the two Jewish 
communities against their records and 
lists of lineages. Some of the hundreds of 
applicants to Porto have added handsome 
donations on top of the required fee. 

So far, only three of the hundreds 
of citizenship applications have been 
approved, a wrinkle that Leon Amiras, 
an Israeli attorney handling citizenship 
requests and chairman of the Association 
of olim from Latin America, Spain and 
Portugal, attributed to bureaucratic com-
plications connected to last November’s 
elections in Portugal. Amiras said he 
expects hundreds of applications to be 
approved this year.

Meanwhile, Porto is becoming a 
more attractive prospective home for 
Jews with European Union passports, 
who can move here without obtaining 
citizenship. Yoel Zekri, a French Jewish 
student in his 20s temporarily moved 
here last year from Marseille, where five 
Jews have been assaulted in three stab-
bing attacks since October. He said he’s 
considering staying on after his studies.

“I no longer feel comfortable 
in France,” Zekri said. “I would never 

wear a kippah on the street. Here people 
sometimes tell me they are happy to see 
the Jews return.”

Porto hasn’t seen a single anti-Se-
mitic incident over the last decade, 
according to the mayor, Rui Moreira, 
who spoke recently at an event at the 
synagogue and obliquely referenced the 
rising anti-Semitic violence elsewhere 
in Europe.

“This synagogue was built when oth-
ers across Europe were being burned,” he 
said. “Today it again offers shelter from 
the bad winds blowing around us.”

Alexandre Sznajder, a Jewish busi-
nessman from Rio de Janeiro with a 
Polish passport who was in town for 
the kosher hotel and synagogue celebra-
tion, is thinking about moving to Porto 
with his wife and son.

“The economic situation in Brazil is 
deteriorating and personal security is 
terrible,” said Sznajder, an importer who 
said he was kidnapped for ransom two 
years ago. “If I can keep doing business 
from here, where it’s safe, Porto could be 
the place for us.”

Some applicants for Portuguese cit-
izenship from non-EU countries want 
a Portuguese passport as an insurance 
policy, in the event things in their home 
countries go south. Hila Loya, a visitor 
from Cape Town, applied last year for 
that reason.

In South Africa, she said, “the 
anti-Israel, anti-Jewish atmosphere is 
worsening, and there’s a feeling things 
may turn for the worse in the near 
future.”

In January, approximately 250 Jews 
from 14 countries convened here for a 
weekend retreat designed to introduce 
them to Porto and its Jews. Among those 
present were the president of Lisbon’s 
Jewish community, Turkish Chief Rabbi 
Ishak Haleva and 80 other Turkish Jews. 
Most of the applicants to Porto’s com-
munity so far have been Turkish Jews, 
including many of those who came for 
the weekend retreat.

Haleva, one of Sephardic Jewry’s most 
respected religious figures, said he came 
not to apply for citizenship – “I’m a Turkish 
Jew, period” – but to visit “this place 
where our roots are.” Many of Turkey’s 
Jews are descended from Sephardic 
Jews who fled northern Portugal after 

1536, when Portugal joined Spain in 
applying the Inquisition’s expul-
sion orders against Jews, according to 
Haleva. And many of those who fled 
from Portugal to Turkey originally came 
from Spain, where the Inquisition began 
in 1492.

Tens of thousands of Jews stayed 
in Portugal and converted to Christianity. 
While many continued to practice 
Judaism in secret as anusim – Hebrew 
for “forced ones” — the Jewish pres-

ence ultimately vanished from this once 
heavily Jewish area. The Jewish revival 
was sparked in 1923, when a Portuguese 
army captain, Arthur Carlos Barros 
Basto, reached out to the descendants of 
the anusim, leading to the construction 
of Porto’s synagogue.

Built in 1939, the community’s 
Kadoorie-Mekor Haim synagogue is 
among the largest and most beautiful 
in the Iberian Peninsula, but it saw 
long periods of neglect until last year’s 
extensive renovations were completed. 
That helped put a new shine on the 
synagogue’s best features: Moroccan-style 
interior arches; heavy redwood interior 
and dazzling collection of more than 
20,000 hand-painted azulejos, Portugal’s 
iconic ceramic tiles.

When Porto’s mayor dropped in at 
last month’s retreat, it was his second 
time at the city’s shul – a sign of the 
Jewish community’s increased signifi-
cance in Porto, according to the local 
rabbi, Daniel Litvak.

Addressing 300 guests from the syn-
agogue’s podium while wearing a kippah, 
Moreira, who himself is descended from 
an Ashkenazi Jew who settled in Porto 
in the 19th century, said Portugal’s new 
law of return was to “correct a historical 
wrong” — the 16th-century expulsion of 
Portugal’s Jews.

But, he added, “the law has future 
implications: We want you to come live 
here, with us, and share that future.” •

Turkish Chief Rabbi Ishak Haleva, right, talking to congregants outside Kadoorie – 
Mekor Haim synagogue in Porto, Portugal (Photo by Cnaan Liphshiz)
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COMING APRIL 2016

A time for 
the Jewish 
Community 
to prepare 
special 
foods and 
celebrate this 
meaningful 
time of year. 
Be sure to be 
a part of this 
annual issue.

Publication date is April 1, 2016
Deadline for ads is March 15, 2016

Contact Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax 615-352-0056
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AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!
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Crossword
By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Medium • Solution on page 17
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CARRIE MILLS
Advertising Manager

carrie@nashvillejcc.org  
www.jewishnashville.org

615.354.1699   fax 615.352.0056

Jewish

LISA SPILLER
Director of Sales and Marketing

2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills

LISA SPILLER-BLAUSTONE

Across
1.  Ginger cookies bubbi might make
6.  Magen David Adom letters
9.  Zion and Acadia
14. Dip for the new year
15. Output from the Timnah mine
16. Wilpon, e.g.
17. Dress a kallah
18. Pareve Twizzler bite
19. They should be uninteresting from 

Jew to Jew?
20. Work out device for Jonas Salk and 

Maimonides?
23. Play for a yutz
24. Schnozes
25. “Aladdin” prince voiced by Scott 

Weinger
28. Sadducee, e.g. 
30. Makes like a really boring Rabbi
33. Matzo exercises?

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

Design and Renovation
Move Management

Downsizing and Organizing

Sara Beth Warne • 615.330.9918
www.AgingInPlaceServices.net

37. Fleet Israel never had
38. Relating to a “cholent bean” organ
39. Title for Rabbi Israel Brodie
41. Uncle of Hur
42. Crowned girl’s name
44. Lifting weights after a meal?
46. Device used on David Simon’s  

lauded HBO show
48. The least anti-Semitic country, 

apparently
49. “Solaris” author Stanislaw
50. Develop, like a citron
52. King before Jehoshapat 55. Exercises 

with Black and Klugman
59. Biblical fruit
62. Benji, e.g.
63. NFL star Foster with a very un-Jew-

ish sounding name
64. The Witch of Endor might have cast 

one
65. Diamond District “rocks”
66. He encountered no Jews in “Inferno”
67. Like fresh babka
68. Flanders who visited King David’s tomb
69. Tool used at the Baha’i Gardens

Down
1. The biggest star in the world (who is 

neither a jew or a gentile)
2. Lymph masses
3. “___ to Himself”, Ben Jonson poem 

that mentions Japhet
4. “Frasier” actress Gilpin
5. In ___, sing like the Miami Boys 

Choir
6. Implies, as the written Torah often 

does
7. Acts like a Yenta
8. Hassidic leaders
9. Barometer for Sanders

10. Missing from Sayeret Matkal, say
11. It’s passed down in the mishpacha
12. Yes
13. Many Jews in Fl.
21. Ilan Rubin, drummer for Nine ___ 

Nails
22. Like Jonah, when he runs
25. Israel’s Gali (with a video game last 

name)
26. What Madoff did to many investors
27. “What would you do if ___...”, words 

at the start of Savage’s “The Wonder 
Years”

28. Set part for Ilan Rubin
29. Brilliant display, like a Chagall show
31. Foe of Harry
32. Talmud lengths (in English vernacu-

lar)
33. Go through a Bar Kokhba cave
34. String a tallit again
35. Take an uzi from
36. Levi to Dan
40. What Pharaoh did after each plague
43. ISIS inflicts it 45. Da ___ (city in 

Vietnam)
47. 1972 Bob Fosse musical
51. One Reese’s in “E.T.”
52. Pitching like Sandy Koufax
53. Make like Sarah Hughes
54. Actor Ed
55. What a moving service can give to 

the soul
56. Gehazi after he becomes a leper
57. Woody Allen’s “The Curse of the 

___Scorpion”
58. City in Southern Israel
59. Time Zone in Boro Park
60. Resort that might have Ahava  

products
61. ___ judicata

Support Our 

Advertisers!

Let them know 

you saw their ad 

in the Observer!

“I’ve been very happy with the results 
of advertising in the Observer.”

Dr. Jim Kirkconnell
Bellevue Eye Center
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Halle Sarah Greenbaum will be 
called to the Torah 
as a bat mitzvah at 11 
a.m. Friday, March 5 at 
The Temple. She was 
born in Nashville on 
Dec. 5, 2002. Her par-
ents are Lisa and Brad 
Greenbaum, and her 
grandparents are Barbara 
Turner of Nashville and 
Ralph and Raye Ann Greenbaum of 
Nashville, and the late Bruce Turner.

Halle is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville. She 
enjoys lacrosse and tennis.

For her mitzvah project, Halle vol-
unteered at Ronald McDonald House, 
where she cleaned and made toiletry gift 
bags for the guests.      

Max Glasser will be called to the 
Torah as a bar mitzvah at 10:30 a.m. March 
5 at Congregation 
Micah. He is the son 
of Phillip and Elise 
Glasser, the brother of 
Alex and Sam Glasser, 
and grandson of Roe 
and Richard Glasser of 
Los Angeles and Debbie 
and Donald Shirley of 
LaFayette, GA.

Max is a seventh grade homes-
chooler who enjoys traveling with his 
family while learning about the differ-
ent cultures and traditions around the 
world. Max’s favorite place to visit is 
Los Angeles. When home, Max enjoys 
playing roller hockey in his neighbor-
hood and drumming in a band. Max also 
enjoys piloting and hopes to earn his 
pilot’s license by age 15.

For his mitzvah project, Max has been 
serving the homeless men of Nashville. 
Max spends Tuesday afternoons at Grace 
Chapel in Leapers Fork, making and pack-
ing lunches for the men who are served by 
the Room at the Inn community. 

Mazel Tov 
… to Erin Haley Shmerling and 

Alexander Harrison Brock, who were 
married on Jan. 17 in Palm Beach, FL. 
She is the daughter of Debbie and Jim 
Shmerling of Nashville, and he is the 
son of Kim Shumate of Jupiter FL and 
Andrew Brock of Palm Beach Gardens, 
FL. The wedding and reception were held 
at the Henry Morrison Flagler Museum in 
Palm Beach, with Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik 
officiating and Cantor Alicia Stillman 
reciting the seven blessings. The couple 
will honeymoon this summer in Israel 
and Italy. They will reside in Palm Beach 
Gardens, where she is a second grade 
teacher and he is employed by Brock 
development real estate company.

…to Akiva School fifth grader Isaac 
Cheng, who won honorable mention 
in the elementary school division of 
a nationwide Hebrew poetry contest 
sponsored by RAVSAK, the network of 
Jewish day schools.  

Sympathy
…  to the family and friends of 

Frances Brin Seligman, age 99, of West 
Palm Beach Florida, who died on Dec. 
Frances was born in Fayettville, TN, but 
spent most of her life in Nashville, with 
her late husband Sam Seligman, the love 
of her life. She was the daughter of the 
late Bertha and Nathan Brin. Frances 
had a son, David Seligman, who also 
preceded her in death as did her only sib-
ling, Irvin Brin. She will be remembered 
by her loving family, Sara Seligman 
Meyer, Eileen (Meyer) and Jim Chalfie, 
Dr. David and Lynn Meyer, Sandra Brin 
Harris and her husband, Sandy Harris, 
and her other nieces and nephews. 

…. to the family and friends of 
Barbara Schwartz, who died peacefully 
at her home in Murfreeboro on Jan. 
20. Born in Nashville but a long-time 
resident of Murfreesboro, Barbara was a 
longtime member of The Temple and 
charter member of the Murfreesboro 
Lioness Club. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Sheldon Schwartz, and 
daughter, Nancy Schwartz. She is sur-
vived by her son, Michael Schwartz of 

Washington, her sister, Sherrie Eisman 
of Atlanta, and a niece, Renya Eisman 
Atlanta. Services were on Jan.24 at The 
Temple with burial in Temple Cemetery. 
Pallbearers were Howard Taradash, 
Harold Goldberg, Stanley Goldberg, 
Pete Weiss, Michael Shmerling, Jimmy 
Shmerling, Robbie Shmerling, Michael 
Grollnek and numerous cousins. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made to The 
Temple or Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 

… to the family of Murray Jay 
Haber, 93, who died on Jan. 26. The son 
of Fernand and Madelyn Haber, Murray 
lived his entire life in Nashville, where 
he graduated from West High School 
and attended Vanderbilt University until 
called to serve his country during World 
War II. His Army division led by General 
Patton liberated the first concentration 
camp freed by U.S. troops in Germany. 
Murray owned and operated a successful 
auto parts business for 46 years until 
enjoying a long and active retirement. 

Murray shared his life with two wives, 
whom he adored, Shirley Burke Haber 
and Judith Ray Velocci Haber. He was 
the loving father of three children, five 
grandchildren and two great-grandchil-
dren. He was also blessed with two step 
children, seven step grandchildren, and 
11 step great-grandchildren. His life was 
his family and beloved dog, Buddy.

Murray lived his life with a positive 
attitude and incredible sense of humor. 
He never wavered in his support for his 
Vanderbilt Commodores or any activity 
involving a ball. Murray was a devoted 
and loyal friend who lunched and golfed 
with his lifelong friends until just before 
his death. He never met a stranger, could 
strike up a conversation with anyone and 
respected everyone no matter their sta-
tion in life. During an extended illness 
his optimism and temperament never 
faltered and he always showed kindness 
to the many who cared for him as he had 
done throughout his life.

Funeral services were on Jan. 28 at 
The Temple. The family would like to 
thank the doctors and healthcare pro-
fessionals who cared for Murray, with 
special love to his granddaughter, Cori, 
for sharing her life with him for his last 
year and a half.  In lieu of flowers a dona-
tion to your favorite charity would honor 
Murray’s memory.

… to the family of Alise “Lisa” 
Hermine Borger Davis, who died on 
Dec. 29. She was born on Sept. 25, 1946 
in Nashville to her loving parents, Bruno 
and Marianne Borger, and was the young-
er sister of Jim. She attended Parmer 
Elementary School and Hillsboro High 
School before obtaining her undergrad-
uate degree at Peabody College. While 
there, she met her future husband, Gary 
Davis. They married after graduation 
and moved to Cincinnati, where their 
first child, Amy, was born. Two wonder-
ful years were spent in England before 
returning once again to Nashville, where 
son Jeffrey was born. Family years were 
spent doing activities with the children 
and travels with the family to upstate 
New York and Florida.

 Lisa loved dance and taught ballet 
classes for many years. She was active in 
the Jewish community and taught Sunday 
school as well. In the 1980’s, she returned 
to school and obtained a master’s degree 
in Education from Vanderbilt University. 
Over the years, she taught dozens of 
elementary school students as a private 
tutor. She loved watching her children 
grow, get married, and have children of 
their own. She became “Mima” to five 
beautiful grandchildren. Nothing made 

her happier than spending time with 
them, reading books, buying them sussies 
and covering them with hugs and kisses. 

When she wasn’t with her children 
and grandchildren, she loved to garden. 
She was “the Lorax” speaking for the 
trees. Nature was her playground and 
she would take walks at Radnor Lake 
and Percy Warner Park or on the beach 
boardwalk. Over the last nine years, 
she was active in Gilda’s Club, making 
many friends and offering comfort to so 
many. Despite complaining that she had 
“become her mother,” she delighted in 
playing mah jongg with her friends. Lisa 
would consider her children as her great-
est achievement. Her family and friends 
are heartbroken at their loss, but will have 
wonderful memories always. A service 
in her honor was held at The Temple 
on Jan. 29. Donations in her name to 
Gilda’s Club Nashville, Leukemia And 
Lymphoma Society , and St. Jude’s would 
be appreciated. 

… the family of Cynthia Hoffman 
Morin, 77, former board president of 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, who died on Feb. 3. 
She was preceded in death by her hus-
band of 57 years, Richard Morin, and 
her parents Sam and Dorothy Hoffman. 
Cynthia is survived by her children, 
Jennifer and Matt Cassell of Dallas, 
and Andrew Morin and Allison Cutler 
of Nashville; her grandchildren, Sam 
and Mitch Cassell and Isabel and Josh 
Morin, and her sister, Joan Rubinstein of 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

A native of Worcester, MA, Cynthia 
was a loving wife and mother, a devoted 
friend and lifelong volunteer. In addition 
to serving as president of the Jewish 
Federation, she was past president of 
Congregation Micah and a past member 
of the Metropolitan Davidson County 
School Board.

The funeral service and burial was 
on Feb. 5. at Congregation Micah. In 
lieu of flowers, the family request that 
those who wish to honor Cynthia con-
tinue Richard’s passion for education 
with a contribution to the Richard M. 
and Cynthia H. Morin Education Fund 
at Congregation Micah. 

… the family of Elinor D. Saperstein, 
81, of Nashville, who died on Feb. 7. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, 
Minnie and Nathan Doochin, and her 
brother, Jerald Doochin.

She is survived by her loving husband 
of 61 years, Rudy Saperstein; daughters, 
Jan Sax (Robbie), Beth Miller (Brian), 
Tricia Blumenthal (Eric); grandchildren, 
Robert Nitzkin (Anna), Scott Nitzkin, 
Suzanne Miller, Sam Blumenthal, Emily 
Blumenthal, Stephanie Blumenthal; sis-
ter-in-law, Dee Doochin, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Born in Nashville, Elinor was a grad-
uate of Vanderbilt University. She was 
a stalwart community volunteer, a suc-
cessful businesswoman, an avid reader 
and a lover of music, tennis and bridge. 
She was devoted to family, and cherished 
time spent with her children and grand-
children. Elinor was deeply loved by her 
friends and family. She had a quiet dignity 
that was respected by all.

Services were on Feb. 10 The Temple 
with burial in The Temple cemetery. 
Grandchildren and Sidney Matlock were 
pallbearers.  Memorial contributions may 
be made to Alive Hospice, 1710 Patterson 
St., Nashville, TN 37203; Abe’s Garden, 
115 Woodmont Blvd., Nashville, TN 
37205, or FORCE, Facing Our Risk of 
Cancer Empowered, 16057 Tampa Palms 
Blvd W., PMB#373, Tampa, FL 33647.

Halle Sarah 
Greenbaum

Max Glasser

(((As Voted by readers of the Nashville Scene)))

Best Deli

Best Bloody Mary

Best Kids Menu

   
  

Nashville Intl Airport [A|B Terminal]   
www.noshville.com

Make Your Mother Happy...
Eat and Enjoy!!!

ene)))
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Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Crossword solution

around the town

To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

Sayed Kashua 
will speak at Vandy 
about his career 
as Israeli 
Palestinian writer

The prominent author and journal-
ist Sayed Kashua will speak on Monday, 
March 21 at Vanderbilt University about 
growing up and pursuing his literary 
career as a Palestinian citizen of Israel.

Kashua’s presentation, “The Foreign 
Mother Tongue,” will focus on what it’s 
like operating mostly in a Hebrew speak-
ing world that tolerates him but never 
manages to accept him with open arms. 
The lecture, which begins at 7 p.m. in 
Alumni Hall, is part of the Vanderbilt 
Jewish Studies Program’s continuing 
series, Jewish Encounters: Enmity, Amity 
and Engagement. It co-sponsored by the 
Religious Studies, English, History and 
German departments. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

Kashua was born in Tira, Israel and 
writes in Hebrew while identifying as 
Palestinian, typically using humor to 
address the problems faced by Arabs in 
Israel. Winner of both the prestigious 
Bernstein Prize and the Prime Minister’s 
Prize in Literature , he is the author of 
three novels – Let it Be Morning, Second 
Person Singular, and Dancing Arabs, 
which was made into a feature film, “A 
Borrowed Identity,” that premiered at 
the 2014 Telluride Film Festival. Kashua 
is also the creator and writer of the hit 
Israeli television shows, “Arab Labor” 
and “The Writer,” and writes humor col-
umns for the Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz.   

Kashua will sign copies of his 
book, Native, which will be available for 
purchase following the lecture.

Laura Rice and 
Becca Stevens will 
host April event 
for women seeking 
sense of peace 
and power

Rabbi Laurie Rice and Rev. Becca 
Stevens will host Power and Peace on 
April 10 aimed at “inspiring women to 
live intentionally in mind, body and 
spirit.” 

The event is from 1-4 p.m. on April 
10 at the Well Placed Smile Wellness 
Center at 907 Gleaves St. Admission 
is $100. 

Stevens, an Episcopal priest, is an 
author, speaker and social entrepreneur 
who founded the Magdalene recovery 
program for women with substance his-
tories of substance abuse and prostitution 
and Thistle Farms, a business run entirely 
by women survivors. Rice is the co-rabbi 
at Congregation Micah. 

The event is for women “seeking a 
deeper sense peace and power, those who 
yearn to live their lives in a fuller, more 
intentional way, seekers of community 
and collaboration through sharing of 
stories and seekers of ritual and authentic 
daily practices to sustain themselves,” 
according to a press release. It will include 
an opening ritual, a “sharing tea,” gentle 
flow yoga and meditation, a lecture and 
conversation and a closing ritual. 

For more information or to register 
go to www.wellplacesmile.com and click 
on “events,” call (615) 945-2230 or email 
carolinehipps@wellplacedsmile.com.

Hadassah-NowGen 
clothing exchange 
will benefit Dress 
for Success 

Hadassah and NowGen Nashville 
will hold a clothing exchange this month 
that will benefit Dress for Success, an 
organization that provides professional 
wardrobes to needy women. 

The Dress for Success Clothing 
Exchange will be from 7-9 p.m. on 
March 31 at the home of Lana Pargh, 3 
Northumberland.

Participants are encouraged to bring 
clothing and accessories they have not 
worn in the past year. They will have an 
opportunity to look through the items 
brought by others and claim them as 
their own. All unclaimed items will be 
donated to Dress for Success.

Dr. Mariaskin will 
hold session at Akiva 
on how to deal with 
anxious kids 

Akiva School will be hosting Dr. 
Amy Mariaskin, psychologist and clin-
ical co-director for Roger’s Behavioral 
Health/Nashville, for a parent educa-
tional seminar.

What To Do (And Not Do) When 
Children Are Anxious: How to Respect 
Feelings Without Empowering Fears will 
be at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 30 at 
Akiva.

The event is open to the commu-
nity. For more information contact 
Chistian Evan at cevans@akivanashville.
net or (615) 432-2552.

opinion

Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opin-
ion pieces and letters from Nashville 
area residents on topics of interest 
to the Jewish community as long 
as they have not been published or 
submitted for publication elsewhere. 
Submissions should be sent by the 
15th of the month prior to publi-
cation to Editor Charles Bernsen at 
charles@jewishnashville.org or 801 
Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 
37205. The Observer reserves the 
right edit all submissions for clarity, 
length and style. 

letters to the editor
To the editor:
This letter is in response to your 

story in January about two Holocaust 
films, including the Hungarian film “Son 
of Saul,” which has made the final cut for 
an Oscar for best foreign-language film.

I have just returned from a pri-
vate Holocaust remembrance event at 
the Hungarian Consulate in New York 
hosted by Ambassador Katalin Bogyay, 
Hungary’s permanent representative to 
the United Nations, which paid tribute 
to Hungarian Jewish composers who 
perished in the Holocaust. I noted the 
great pride among Hungarian diplomats 
for the recent and timely success of “Son 
of Saul.” 

Hungarians were especially moved 
by the 2016 Golden Globe award accep-
tance speech given by “Son of Saul” writ-
er-director László Nemes, who declared, 
“The Holocaust has become over the 

years an abstraction. For me, it’s more of 
a face; we must never forget that face.” 

It is that face that led heroic interna-
tional leaders in Budapest like diplomats 
Raoul Wallenberg, Per Anger, Carl Lutz, 
and Carlos Branquinho, businessman 
Giorgio “Jorge” Perlasca, and Friedrich 
Born (Swiss Red Cross) to risk their lives 
to save thousands of Hungarian Jews 
from extermination. 

With Hungarian Szabolcs Takács, 
minister of state for European Union 
affairs, now serving as chair of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance, Hungary has become a global 
leader for Holocaust remembrance and 
education. 

Nancy Fox
Franklin, TN
Media Advisor, International 
Raoul Wallenberg Foundation
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING

OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE
K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep

Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 
Phone: 615-678-1927

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, LPC/MHSP
Licensed Professional Counselor

Individual, Adolescent and Couples 
Counseling

For consultation please contact: 
615-473-4815

or Ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.) • 973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR

PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment

615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs

BLUE TONE MUSIC
Jewish Wedding Ceremonies

The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band
DJ Services. 615-352-6358

www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST

DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS
JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our
Professional Services 

Directory
Reach thousands of readers 
in the Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee area by taking 

advantage of this cost-effective 
way to reach a loyal 

repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,
Advertising Manager 

to place your professional listing.  
Phone 615-354-1699 

or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465
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Committed, highly trained, enthusiastic, and 

  caring Jewish staff

Modern cabins with full baths and A/C

Blob, swim, slide, canoe, kayak, or paddle 

board in our spectacular lake

Older campers pick a specialty 

camp: Visual Arts, Digital Media, 

Performing Arts, Sports, or Adventure

Top notch instruction in all specialty areas

Exciting concerts and special events

Jewish culture and tradition come to life all summer

Tons of energy and spirit!

Lifelong friendships and FUN, FUN, FUN!

Jacobs 
Camp is 

Nashville’s 
home for 
Reform 
Jewish 

Camping!

Don’t just sit around

     At Jacobs Camp, lifelong friends are made, 

       challenges are overcome, songs are sung,  

    lessons are learned, fun is had by all, and

           together we build a community that

                     l
asts far longer than the summer.  
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 First-time camper?
You could get $2000 OFF your �rst summer at HSJ! 

  Visit onehappycamper.org for details on $1000 grant.      

             Then, add our $1,000 HSJ Jump INcentive!

         $1,000 + $1,000 = $2,000 o�!

CHECK OUT
JACOBS CAMP!
jacobs.urjcamps.org

601/885-6042
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We Were Strangers:

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 6:00 pm
Gordon Jewish Community Center

Hosted by the Community Relations  
Committee of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville & Middle Tennessee.

with 
The Most Reverend David R. Choby, 
Bishop of Nashville
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine
Rabbi Mark Schiftan

801 PERCY WARNER BLVD. | NASHVILLE, TN

Seating is limited. Please RSVP at www.jewishfederation.org/communityseder

RABBI ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL AND CARDINAL 
AUGUSTIN BEA, NEW YORK, MARCH 31, 1963. (AMERI-
CAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, USED WITH PERMISSION.)

A  N O S T R A  A E TAT E  S E D E R


