
Nashville teachers on the recent Partnership2Gether exchange trip to Israel pose at
an overlook at Wadi Ara. From left are Amy Ritchart, Nancy Flexer, Freya Sachs,
Leslie Kirby, Shanna Wilons and Tara Lerner.
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By CHARLES BERNSEN 

L
ike the other five
Nashville teachers who
accompanied her on a
recent exchange trip to
Israel, Leslie Kirby
learned some surprising

things, including one unexpected cul-
tural connection between Music City
and the Jewish homeland. 

“The high schoolers there love
Taylor Swift,” she said, “possibly even
more than high schoolers in
Nashville do!”

Kirby and the other Nashville
teachers – Nancy Flexer, Tara Lerner,
Amy Ritchart, Freya Sachs and
Shanna Wilons – were part of a dele-
gation from several Jewish communi-
ties in the Southeast that spent 10
days in December living and working 

Continued on page 3

Nashville teachers excited
by new connections from
P2G exchange trip to Israel

Big month
for 2015
Annual

Campaign 

Volunteer Deanna Schauben, a junior at
Vanderbilt University, rings a bell during
Tzedakah Tzunday indicating someone
has donated for the first time or
increased his or her pledge to the annual
campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. The
annual phone-a-thon on Feb. 8 came six
days after the Bonim Society Dinner,
where the recipients of the Federation’s
highest honor, the President’s Award,
were recognized. Together the two events
helped generate more than $350,000 for
the 2015 annual campaign. Full stories on
pages 4 and 5. Photo by Rick Malkin

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

A
s the new head of
school at Akiva
School, Lynn Heady
has two main goals:
to build upon Akiva’s
tradition of educa-

tional excellence and to trumpet its
important role in maintaining a vital
Jewish community. 

“With a healthy and
viable Akiva, we have stu-
dent ambassadors who have
such an easy way of sharing
and teaching others about our
religion,” Heady said. “Who
better to lay the foundation
for our community?”

The Akiva School Board
of Trustees voted unanimous-
ly last month to name Heady
to the school’s top administra-
tive post, which she had held
on an interim basis since the
end of the last academic year.
In a press release, the board
said it conducted an extensive
national search but in the end

was “overwhelmed by the outpour-
ing of support and positive recom-
mendations for Lynn” from across a
broad spectrum of Nashville’s Jewish
community. 

“The board is excited about the
future and confident we have found
the right leader in Lynn to make
Akiva a school of unparalleled 

Continued on page 6

“My role will be to build the kind of school …
where children feel empowered to ask questions,
investigate and shape their futures,” says Lynn
Heady, Akiva School’s new head of school.  Photo by

Christina Evans

Heady named head of school
at Akiva; promises to build
on school’s reputation for
academic excellence

Happy
Passover

Community Seders and
Passover Events on page 10
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Have a joyous Passover. And share what it means to you.

#PassoverPublix
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Wishing you a joyous 
and peaceful Passover!

LORNA M. GRAFF
Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI

Lifetime Member, Gold Award of Excellence

Office: 615.794.0833
Cell: 615.351.5343
E-mail: lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
Web: Lornagraff.com

THEY SEE
COLOR WAR.
YOU SEE
COLLABORATION.
WE SEE 
ONE HAPPY CAMPER.
Ziplining. Waterskiing. Singing under the stars. Jewish overnight camp is a 

chance for kids to explore who they are and who they want to become—while 

having the summer of their lives. Campers are bunkmates and team players, 

artists and athletes, creative problem-solvers and blossoming leaders. With 

over 150 traditional and specialty options, there is a perfect Jewish camp 

experience for your child. 

First-time campers, get up to $1,000 off with OneHappyCamper.org or special 

rates through BunkConnect.org!

The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee is 

pleased to offer One Happy Camper incentive grants for qualified campers 

through the generosity of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, Shelly and Trish 

Krizelman, and other local donors. For more information and to register go to 

www.onehappycamper.org. Questions? Call Harriet Schiftan at 615-354-1687 or 

harriet@jewishnashville.org

OneHappyCamper.org

Nashville teachers excited by new connections from P2G exchange trip to Israel
Continued from page 1
with fellow teachers in the Hadera-Eiron
region of Israel. Later this year they will
host some of the Israeli teachers they met
as part of the ongoing
Partnership2Gether exchange program
aimed at creating and fostering lasting
relationships between Jews in Israel and
the diaspora.

Indeed one of the benefits of this
trip, said Sachs, a high school English
teacher at the University School of
Nashville, was that she was able to
reconnect and deepen her relationship
with Miri Galitski, a teacher from
Hadera who visited Nashville  last year
on a P2G exchange. 

“Education is all about sharing sto-
ries and making connections; this trip
certainly provided me with both stories
and connections,” Sachs said.

Wilons, a counselor and learning spe-
cialist at the Akiva School who had trav-
eled to Israel many times and even lived
there for a year, said it was the relation-
ship-building aspect of the P2G experi-
ence that made it unlike the others. 

“This trip is unique in that it fosters
a personal connection. It is more than
site seeing,” she said. “It is a trip that
encourages sharing and community
building with our counterparts in Israel.”  

Nor is the relationship-building only
among the teachers. Wilons and the
teacher who hosted her in Israel are plan-
ning joint class projects that they hope
will create the same kind of connection
and cooperation among their students.

P2G, a project of the Jewish Agency
for Israel, is funded in part by the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, which heavily subsidized the
local trip. In discussing what they might
bring back to the classroom from their
P2G experience, the teachers’ answers
ranged from the specific to the abstract. 

Lerner, who teaches at
Congregation Micah’s religious school,
cited a compelling presentation by the
well-known Israeli educator Avraham
Infeld, who describes Jewish peoplehood
as resting on a “five-legged table” – reli-
gious belief to be sure but also a common
historical memory, language (Hebrew),
land (Israel) and family and values.
Thought not all Jews embrace every
“leg,” Infeld contends each plays a role
in maintaining a sense of connectedness
among Jews.

Kirby also cited Infeld’s presentation
and said she already has discussed his
pluralistic understanding of Jewish iden-
tity with her 9th grade class at
Congregation Micah’s religious school.  

“[They] were really intrigued by the

idea of the 5-legged table,” she said. “Our
class decided Judaism is not just a reli-
gion, and enjoyed discussing the other
legs and their importance.” 

Flexer, a kindergarten teacher at
The Temple religious school, said the
most important educational lesson she is
bringing back is the high sense of expec-
tations she saw in Israeli classrooms as
well as the tone set by teachers and
administrators she met. 

“The children needed very little
additional direction. They are taught the
importance and meaning of being inde-
pendent learners,” said Flexer. “My chal-
lenge is to energize and convey those
feelings to the students I teach by pro-
viding lessons and experiences with
which they can make a connection.”

The level of experience in Israel
varied widely among the Nashville
teachers.  While Wilons had spent quite
a bit of time in Israel, this was Kirby’s
first trip. Still, some common themes
emerged in their descriptions. 

For example, although they
knew of Israel’s reputation for making
desert areas bloom, both Kirby and
Flexer were nevertheless astonished by
its impressive agricultural technology. 

“My host family grows and exports
cucumbers and other vegetables,” said
Flexer, “and I have never tasted anything
like them before.”

Several said being in Israel made
them understand just how small it is –
there really are vantage points from

where you can see both Israel’s eastern
boundary and the Mediterranean Sea,
noted Sachs. Yet they emphasized that
they never felt unsafe in Israel. 

On a personal level, all six teachers
indicated the P2G trip had a profound
personal impact. 

“Israel was abstract for me before the
trip – an ideal and, to some extent, a
political issue,” said Kirby. “After the
trip, Israel is so much more real, and so
much more important to me.  Meeting

real Israelis, and hearing about their day-
to-day lives, opened my eyes to the com-
plexities of life there.”

Said Ritchart, a communications
professor at Austin Peay State
University, “This trip took what I knew
in my mind and opened my heart to
make the land of Israel and the diversity
of the Jewish people real. I reconsidered
why and how I am Jewish — and will
continue to do so.”

Wilons made her first trip to Israel
many years ago on the March of the
Living, and her strong sense of Jewish
identity has been reinforced on subse-
quent visits. 

“But this trip was my first since
becoming a parent,” she said. “It made
me realize that it is time to bring my kids
and pass on the love to them.” c

Nancy Flexer says she “fell in love” with the
children and teachers in a kindergarten class
after spending several days at a school in the
Alona region of Israel.  

Shanna Wilons (back row, right) celebrates Jewish Peoplehood Day with students at Gan
Shaked school at Kibbutz Alonim. The students made gifts for their  kindergarten counterparts
at the Akiva School, where Wilons is a counselor and learning specialist. 



learned by example … that philanthropy
is not just writing checks but becoming
passionate about a cause.” 

Said his brother, Dr. Steven Eskind,
“We also learned that philanthropy is a
deeply rewarding experience.” 

Jane and Richard Eskind

Jane and Richard Eskind’s resume of
charity, voluntarism and civic activism is
so long that “it would take all evening to
recite,” Hyatt said. It ranges from the
Nashville Federation to the GJCC to
Congregation Micah to a variety of
agencies and institutions involved in
mental health services, music education, 

Continued on page 5
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donating half a biblical shekel each for the upkeep of the Tent of Meeting.  

Bonim Society honors 7 President’s Award recipients,
hears first-hand accounts of Federation’s impact

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

M
ore than 250 people
were on hand
Monday, Feb. 2 as the
Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee honored

seven Nashville philanthropists for their
longtime commitment to the Jewish peo-
ple and the larger community. 

The presentation of the Federation’s
President’s Award was a celebration not
just of the philanthropic legacies of the
recipients – Annette Eskind, Jane and
Richard Eskind, Bernice and Joel Gordon
and Eugene Pargh and his late wife,
Madeline – but also of their role in pro-
moting the importance of philanthropy
and voluntarism as a way of life, said
Federation President Carol Hyatt in her
opening remarks.

Likewise, Ted Mayden, chair of the
Federation’s 2015 annual campaign, said
the honorees had been instrumental in
teaching his family and many others that
the reason Nashville in general and its
Jewish community in particular have so
many charitable resources and civic
amenities is that “people – one by one,
from all walks of life – give what they can
of their hearts and resources to make life
better for others.” 

The presentation of the awards, a
framed paper cut entitled “Upon Three
Things” by artist Kim Phillips, took place
at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center during the Federation’s annual
Bonim Society Dinner, which includes
individuals and couples who make a gift
of at least $1,000 to the annual cam-
paign. The event resulted in additional

pledges of about $184,000 for the
Federation’s 2015 annual campaign.

In addition to serving as a venue for
the President’s Award presentation, the
Bonim Society Dinner also was a com-
munity-building event in advance of
Tzedakah Tzundah six days later. Those
attending heard moving accounts from
eight individuals about the impact the
Federation and its supporters have had
on their lives.

Adina Shuman, a 5th grader at
Akiva, said she and her siblings would be
unable to attend the school and get a
Jewish education without the
Federation’s support. “I have benefitted
from your generosity,” she declared. 

Jack Simon, director of Camp Davis
and children’s programming at the
GJCC, recounted the story of a Jewish
man from Mt. Juliet who attended the
GJCC’s community Chanukah Fest and
said it was the only time he and his fam-
ily felt connected to other Jews. Many of
the GJCC’s activities and events are
underwritten by the Federation. 

Samara Orkin recalled how, after
enrolling at Vanderbilt, she became
involved with Hillel, the Jewish campus
organization that gets support from the
Federation. She became a leader at
Hillel and visited Israel on Birthright

trips. Having remained in Nashville after
graduation, she now works with children
at The Temple and through Jewish
Family Service. 

Joel Mazur knew almost no one in
Nashville when he moved here several
years ago as a retired senior. He’s made
many friends while riding Buz-a-Bus
transportation service to events like the
book club and TGIT at the GJCC. “I
wondered how they could provide this
transportation service for $2. And now I
know – the Federation,” he said. “I am
glad that I support the Jewish Federation.
I know that Federation is dedicated to
caring for me and others like me in
Nashville and in other Jewish communi-
ties around the world.”  

Rachel Koch talked about how her
life was transformed when she became
involved in Partnership2Gether, the
Federation funded program that seeks to
build connections between communities
in the United States and specific regions

in Israel. After hosting a visiting teacher
from the Hadera-Eiron region of Israel
and then making a trip to Israel herself,
Israel and the Israeli people “have a per-
manent place in my heart,” said Koch,
who served as the local P2G chair.

Diane Kimbrough and her daughter,
Zoe, talked about the impact of Get
Connected, the Federation program that
funds highly subsidized two-week
exchange trips to Israel for Nashville
teens. Likewise, Jennifer Kahn, a leader
in the Federation’s NowGen group for
young Jewish professionals, thanked
Federation supporters for making it possi-
ble for her to travel to Israel last year as
part of the campaigner’s mission. Visiting
institutions like a Jewish Agency board-
ing school for young men with emotional
problems and an outreach program for
Ethiopian youth “showed me that the
dollars we raise here are incredibly impor-
tant to the people of Israel,” she said.

With the 2015 campaign over half-
way to its $2.5 million goal, Mayden also
announced that team Tikvah, captained
by Steve Hirsch, had won the campaign
committee’s friendly competition in
which 100 volunteers were split into
nine teams that solicit a total of 230 of
the largest campaign donors. The teams
scored points for arranging face-to-face
conversations with donors, persuading
donors to increase their support, taking
photos of donors to submit to the Hall of
Fame and securing new gifts of $1,000 or
more. As its prize, team Tikvah will get
to designate $10,000 in grant money to
an area of service of its choice. The other
captains were Sara Hanai, Steve
Hecklin, Andy May, Greg Zagnoev,
Adam Landa, Janet Weismark, Jan Liff
and Jennifer Kahn. c

Hyatt presents the President’s Award to
Annette Eskind (second from left), who is
with her sons, Drs. Jeffrey and Steven Eskind.
Photos by Rick Malkin

Ellen Lehman (from left), Billy Eskind,
Richard Eskind and Carol Hyatt, president of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. Richard received the
President’s Award along with his wife, Jane
Eskind, who could not attend. 

President’s Award Honorees
Annette Eskind

In presenting The President’s Award
to Annette Eskind, Federation President
Carol Hyatt noted that “she has support-
ed philanthropic and civic causes that
have an important impact on the deliv-
ery of social services, healthcare, educa-
tion and the arts…. Annette and her
late husband, Irwin, have left an indeli-
ble footprint on so many of Nashville’s
major civic, medical and education insti-
tutions through their generous and
enlightened philanthropy.” 

Along with remarks by Hyatt, each
President’s Award presentation included
a special tribute from family members.
Annette Eskind’s son, Dr. Jeffrey Eskind,
noted that “there were no deep philo-
sophical discussions [about philanthropy
and voluntarism] in our family. We
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President’s Award Honorees

Joel and Bernice Gordon (seated) also
received the President’s Award. Attending
were son Robert Gordon (from left), daugh-
ter Sherrie Eisenman, grandson Ryan
Eisenman, daughter Gail Jacobs and son
Frank Gordon. 

Eugene Pargh (seated) and his late wife
Madeline also received the President’s
Award. Attending were (on left) grandson
Franklin Pargh and his wife, Lana, and son
Bernie Pargh and wife, Maria.

Akiva School students provide cookies and
thank-you notes to those volunteering on
Tzedakah Tzunday. 

Tzedakah Tzunday phone-a-thon raises $140,000 with aid of teen and
young adult volunteers and matches from anonymous benefactor

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

T
hough he had been a
Nashville resident for less
than two month, Evan
Nahmias was one of
dozens of volunteers who
staffed phone lines on Feb.

8 for Tzedakah Tzunday, the biggest
fundraising event of the year for the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. 

“The Nashville Jewish community
has been so warm and welcoming to us.
It’s a chance for us to show our apprecia-
tion,” said Nahmias, a lawyer who
moved here from Memphis in December
with his wife and three young children. 

Working in three shifts from 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m., Nahmias and the other
Tzedakah Tzunday volunteers made
hundreds of telephone calls and garnered
about $140,000 in pledges for the
Federation’s 2015 annual campaign,
which has raised about $1.626 million
toward its goal of $2.5 million.  

Ted Mayden, chair of the 2015 cam-
paign, said it was heartening to see so
many teens and young adults among the
volunteers who showed up at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center to
make calls. Noting that the Federation
recently bestowed its prestigious
President’s Award on seven longtime
supporters for their lifelong legacies of
philanthropy and voluntarism, Mayden
said the presence of the young volunteers
“gives us confidence that there are many
families in Nashville beginning their
own traditions of support for the
Federation.” 

Campaign Director Naomi Sedek
echoed his remarks. “It’s so refreshing to

see teens and young adults – people of all
ages – coming together to raise the funds
that are so important for our communi-
ty,” she said.

For the second year in row, the
annual phone-a-thon was aided by an
anonymous benefactor who agreed to
donate $2 for every dollar pledged by
new donors and $1 for every dollar
increase in the pledges of renewing
donors. Aside from accounting for more
than $30,000 of the $165,000 raised
during Tzedakah Tzunday, Sedek said
the matches were instrumental in
“encouraging others to reach as deep as
they can seeing that their gifts will go
even further.” 

When asked why they had agreed to
give up part of a Sunday to help raise
funds for the Federation, volunteers gave
a common answer: gratitude for benefits
they have received through one or more
of the 81 institutions and programs the
Federation supports. 

Two of Nahmias’s children are
enrolled at Akiva School and the third

at the GJCC’s Early Childhood Learning
Center, for example, so volunteering was
a chance for him to express his thanks
for the Federation’s funding and pro-
gramming support of Jewish education,
which he described as “the foundation of
a strong Jewish community.”  

The second-shift at Tzedakah

Tzunday was staffed largely by
Vanderbilt students representing Hillel
and ZBT fraternity. Among them was Joe
Gelman, a junior from St. Louis who is
a student leader for Vanderbilt’s
upcoming Birthright trip to Israel. 

“We know how much the
Federation supports Hillel and
Birthright, so we want to do as much as
we can to return the favor,” he said. 

Likewise, Vanderbilt junior
Deanna Schauben leads religious serv-
ices at Hillel and is a member of its
executive committee. She admitted to
being “a little anxious” about making
fundraising calls. 

“But it’s a small way to say thank
you for what the Federation does for
us,” she said. She also discovered that
fundraising wasn’t so hard. Most of the
people she reached pledged to the cam-
paign or asked to be called back later. 

Jordyn Attias, a 17-year-old
Martin Luther King High School stu-
dent, was among about 20 teenagers
who staffed the third shift. All are par-
ticipating this year in Get Connected,
a Federation-funded program that each
year sends Nashville youth on highly
subsidized exchange trips to Israel. 

Although acknowledging that her
presence was required as part of the
Get Connected program, Attias has
volunteered for Tzedakah Tzunday
before and said she was “exited to be
here again.” 

Through its funding of Get
Connected and BBYO, she said, the
Federation “has a direct impact on my
life – sometimes even in ways I’m
unaware of. It makes me feel good to
help the Federation, even if it’s just for
a few hours.” c

Evan Nahmias is new to Nashville but was
among the volunteers at the annual
Tzedakah Tzunday phone-a-thon.  

Continued from page 4
social services, the arts, environmental
preservation and more. Many of them
are supported through funds housed at
both the Jewish Foundation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee and
the Community Foundation of Middle
Tennessee, where their daughter, Ellen
Lehman, is founder and president. 

Lehman said her parents’ legacy of
civic philanthropic engagement had
occurred during a period in which the 
walls separating the Jewish community
from the larger community had come
down. Today they practice a kind of
“philanthropic venture capitalism”
that invests in “ideas, ideals and indi-
viduals,” non-Jewish as well as Jewish,
she said. 

Bernice and Joel Gordon

The Gordons, said Hyatt, have long
donated their time and resources to a
variety of Jewish and non-Jewish institu-
tions – the GJCC (which bears their
family’s name), the Federation,
Vanderbilt’s Peabody School of
Education, Cheekwood, the Tennessee
Performing Arts Center and the Frist
Center for the Visual Arts, to name a
few.  Joel still mentors new GJCC board
members, Hyatt noted, and Bernice
recently served as a juror for a
Parntership2Gether exhibition at the
GJCC featuring U.S. and Israeli artists. 

“L’dor v’dor (generation to genera-
tion),” said their grandson, Ryan
Eisenman, a Vanderbilt senior whose
participation and leadership in
Birthright Israel programs is inspired by
the example of “Mama G and Papa G.”
Having “learned the meaning of commu-
nity” from his grandparents,” Eisenman
declared, “I am part of the next genera-
tion…. I promise to be a good steward of
your legacy.” 

The presentation to the Parghs was
bittersweet, Hyatt said, in the wake of
Madeline’s death last fall even as the
Federation was deciding to honor the
couple. “But there is much joy in cele-
brating her memory and the great legacy
she left, which is still vibrant and glow-
ing in Eugene.” 

Eugene and Madeline Pargh

Along with the Gordons, the Parghs
are “the beating heart of the Jewish
Community Center,” Hyatt said. Their
philanthropy and voluntarism has had a
deep impact on the Nashville Federation,
The Temple, Akiva School, Jewish Family
Service and similar institutions in South
Florida, where they maintained a home. It
also includes unwavering support for Israel
and Israeli institutions such as the
Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem. 

In speaking about his grandparents’
legacy of philanthropy, Franklin Pargh
told perhaps the most poignant – and
salient – story of the night. His grandfa-
ther’s philanthropic efforts were inspired
by the help he received from the Nashville
Jewish community when he arrived here
as a poor young man back in 1939. Eugene
had been inspired to help others by the
support he received from the Nashville
Jewish community. Decades later, Eugene’s
philanthropy included support of the
Federation’s effort to resettle Jewish fami-
lies in the Soviet Union in Nashville. One
of those families included Franklin Pargh’s
future wife, Lana. 

“I grew up hearing about how one
generation helped him,” Franklin Pargh
said, “and then his generation helped my
wife’s family.” 

Speaking on behalf of both his father
and late mother, Bernie Pargh said,
“Sharing this award with her husband and
the other honorees would have pleased
her so much.”  c
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Heady named head of school at Akiva; promises to 
build on school’s reputation for academic excellence
Continued from page 1

academic excellence, the school of
choice for all Jewish families, and a
resource and partner of Nashville’s aca-
demic, business and Jewish communi-
ties.” said board Chairman Uzi Yemin.
“Lynn has demonstrated a vision for suc-
cess, extensive experience in the field of
education as well as the connection to
students and faculty that are necessary to
be an effective school leader.”

Heady comes to Akiva, a K-6 school
and Nashville’s only Jewish day school,
with three decades of experience in pub-
lic education and Jewish education, most
recently as the founding director of the
Micah Children’s Academy, the pre-
school operated by Congregation Micah.
She succeeds Alina Spaulding, who left

in 2014 after two years as head of school. 
“My vision [for Akiva] is built upon

the strong foundation made by the staff
here now and in the past. I don't want
that to vanish,” Heady said in an inter-
view, noting the academic and social suc-
cess that Akiva students typically enjoy
after graduation. “My goal is to add to
that base and help the rest of our com-
munity ‘see’ why this school is so exem-
plary – to make it the choice of Jewish
families in Nashville.”

Heady said her educational motto
has always been: Schools should not be
places where young people come to
watch old people work. 

For Akiva, that means “hands-on,
engaging and important learning is our
vision and goal,” she said. “My role will

be to build the kind of school … where
children feel empowered to ask questions,
investigate and shape their futures.” 

Aside from the fact that it provides a
quality education, Heady cited a number
of reasons why she believes Akiva is a
vital institution for the Jewish communi-
ty. First, in providing a place where chil-
dren and families from all Jewish denomi-
nations regularly “come together, share
their practice and learn together,” the
school plays an important role in fostering
communal understanding and solidarity.
Second, by graduating students with
strong Jewish identities grounded in thor-
ough knowledge of Judaism and Jewish
cultures, Akiva is helping to create a
“strong base of Jewish leadership,” not just
in Nashville but in other U.S. communi-

ties and around the world as well.
Heady and her staff, which includes

new Admissions Director Christina
Evans, have already had a positive effect
on enrollment at Akiva. With 17 new
applicants for the next academic year,
Heady expects enrollment to reach 70,
which would represent an increase of
more than 25 percent. 

“This energy is contagious, and we
look forward to continued growth not
just in numbers, but also in the quality of
education and experiences Akiva stu-
dents will receive,” said board member
Hillary Kaplan, who chairs the recruit-
ment committee.

Heady, whose husband, Ron, is also
an educator, moved to Nashville in 2000.
Her two grown children have also moved
here since then. 

Before becoming the director of
Congregation Micah’s preschool, Heady
spent eight years with Williamson
County Schools, the last six as its direc-
tor of teaching, learning and assessment.
Her experience also includes two years a
curriculum coordinator at Metro
Nashville’s Whitsitt Elementary School,
eight years as the owner of an independ-
ent consulting firm that advised schools
around the country and three as the vice
president for a private educational con-
sulting firm. She has also been a teacher
and curriculum coordinator for public
school systems in Memphis and
Pittsburgh, her home town.  c
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See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org



Akiva School students learn to think and work like artists, says art teacher Meredith Eastburn.
An exhibition of Akiva student art – curated and designed by the school’s 5th and 6th grade
students – will be on display at the Gordon Jewish Community Center through March. 
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Akiva students will show their artistic 
sides in March exhibition at GJCC

By MEREDITH EASTBURN

W
hen I joined Akiva
School’s faculty as
the art teacher last
year, I was nervous
about teaching in
an actual school.

As a teaching artist, I had previous-
ly worked at art centers, community pro-
grams, and museums with students who
had self-selected to be in my classes.  In
a school, would I be faced with kids who
hated art and were in art class because
they had to be there? Would I find a
school culture that narrowly viewed K-6
art education as craft projects and deco-
rations for the hallways? Would I have to
defend the value of art education as so
many of my art teacher colleagues must
do in their public schools?

After five minutes at Akiva, these
concerns evaporated. Instead I found a
leadership team that supported my pas-
sion for helping students learn to think
and work like artists. And I found some
extremely enthusiastic artists, who just
happen to be 5-12 years old.

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center will feature Akiva students’ work
through March in an exhibition curated
and designed by 5th and 6th grade art
elective students. 

At Akiva, art doesn’t happen in a
classroom; we view our workspace as a
studio, and we have the freedom to cre-
ate installations in the hallways and
other rooms throughout the school –

even the principal’s office. 
At Akiva, the halls are not decorat-

ed with art; they have become a living
gallery documenting our students’

process of learning, making, becoming,
experimenting, and collaborating.

At Akiva, our students are indeed
making art, but more importantly, they

are learning to look and talk about what
they see. They are learning to be respon-
sible with their space, their tools and
their words. They are learning to be
brave, make mistakes, trust themselves
and slow down. They are learning to step
back. They are learning to share, learn-
ing to help one another, learning to lead.

Some of my favorite moments occur
outside of “official” art class time, when
students interact with peer artists across
grades. We offer an art recess option
twice a week, where students can work
on multi-grade installations and collabo-
rative projects. In addition, our weekly
art assembly is a chance for the whole
school to engage in art together, whether
I navigate us through a discussion about
a famous work of art, enlist everyone in a
brief art making activity or show off stu-
dent work. 

This year we’ve also started an Art
Apprenticeship Club after school for
4th-6th graders to help install artwork in
the school, create exemplars for younger
grades, plan an art recess project and
help lead an assembly each quarter.

While I’ve finally found myself
teaching art in a school setting, Akiva is
not any school. With students as cura-
tors, hallways as galleries and classrooms
as studios, this school has fostered a cre-
ative community of thinkers and makers.
I am honored to be a part of it. c

Editor’s note: A reception for the Akiva
artists will be held from 6-7 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 11 at the GJCC. 

ACLF License 59 © 2015 Belmont Village, L.P.

greenhills.belmontvillage.com

Distinctive Residential Settings | Premier Programs for Health and Wellness 
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro | Award-Winning Memory Care 
Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Celebrating the Golden Age 

615.279.9100
4206 Stammer Place  
Nashville, TN 37215

Open for tours seven days a week — call today!
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Wishing the Entire
Nashville Community

A Very Happy and Kosher Passover

From Linda and Jay Amsel
Michelle, Larry Kogan and Family

Stacy, Coby Hanai and Family

From the 
Campaign Trail

By TED MAYDEN

T
o use a medical analogy,
supporters of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee rec-
ognize the importance of
consistently addressing

both “chronic” and “acute” challenges
facing the Jewish people
locally, nationally and
around the world.

Our annual cam-
paign provides both
financial resources and
programmatic support to
address “chronic” conditions such as
underfunding for Jewish education and
the need for sustenance and companion-
ship for some of our seniors. It responds
to “acute” conditions by providing assis-
tance to families in crisis and the quick-
ened pace of recent attacks upon the
legitimacy of the State of Israel.

That said, in meeting with many of
you during the course of the annual cam-
paign, it is clear to me that our commu-
nity is noting an ominous increase in
assaults on the physical security of the
Jewish people – witness the attacks in
France, Belgium and Denmark, displaced
Jewish refugees in the Ukraine, height-
ened instability, terrorism and aggression
along Israel's borders and the intimida-
tion of Jewish students on college cam-
puses.  However we characterize them,

Responding to the rising physical threat against Jews

these threats are not derived from para-
noia—they are deeply felt and based on
real and increasingly discouraging events
and attitudes.

Are the Jewish people facing an
emergency of physical security or merely
a deteriorating situation? Our supporters
in Nashville and experts globally have
varied opinions. Yet no one denies that
our people around the world perceive
and endure greater physical peril than in
recent decades. Whether this represents
an “emergency” or a “deteriorating situa-
tion,” the Jewish Federation and its part-
ner agencies ought to respond with the
highest level of urgency whenever the
physical security of our people is threat-
ened … and we are! 

Against a backdrop of a depressed
economy, French Jews face hostility from
both nationalist extremists and Islamists
and their supporters. The Jewish Agency

for Israel, with help from funds raised
through our annual campaign, is address-
ing enhanced security needs at Jewish
institutions throughout France as well as
supporting Jews choosing to make aliyah
to Israel. Last year saw a dramatic
increase in aliyah from France, with
7,000 French Jews moving to Israel –
more than double the 3,400 who moved
in 2013 and triple the 1,900 who immi-
grated in 2012. 

Ukraine today is home to roughly
300,000 Jews – one of the largest and
poorest Jewish communities in the
world.  Since the outbreak of hostilities,
The Jewish community has endured
hardship alongside the rest of the popu-
lation. Many have fled to other areas
within Ukraine; some made aliyah. Many
others, especially the elderly and dis-
abled, have remained trapped by the
fighting. In March of 2014, immediately

after fighting began, local federations
launched a Ukraine Assistance Fund
through Jewish Federations of North
America to provide urgent support for
the Jews of Ukraine. 

The Allocations Committee for the
Ukraine Assistance Fund, chaired by
Andrea Yablon of Chicago and Fred
Zimmerman of Nashville, was estab-
lished to lead our collective response.  In
Eastern Ukraine, core funding for the
American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC), has provided agen-
cies with the necessary protective equip-
ment to be able to continue to deliver
food and vitally required medical assis-
tance to Jewish homebound elderly.
Ukraine is deep into winter, and the
fighting, shelling, brutality and deprava-
tion continue. The situation is deterio-
rating and Jewish lives and Jewish life are
degraded by the crisis. 

Our annual campaign connects your
dollars to the challenges felt by our peo-
ple locally and worldwide. The physical
security of our people is increasingly in
the news and on our minds. Please join
us in taking concrete action to enhance
it with your increased Campaign gift.
Your  support is needed to provide an
enhanced margin of safety for Jews
everywhere. 

Ted Mayden chairs the 2015 Annual
Campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 
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Thursday, March 26, 2015
11:30 am 

at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center

$10 per person

Send reservations to:
Anna Sir

Jewish Family Service
801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103

Nashville, TN 37205 
615-354-1686

This event is open to seniors of all ages 

in the Nashville Jewish community.

 Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
 In Memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer

Seder led by 
Rabbi Shana Mackler 

and Cantor Tracy Fishbein

The Micah Children’s Academy Family 
 WISHES YOU  

PEACE, GOOD TIMES, GOOD HEALTH & HAPPINESS… 
ON PASSOVER & ALWAYS 

Find out more about joining our  
preschool family 
CHECK US OUT: 

 www.micahchildrensacademy.org 
(615) 942-5162 

Community Relations Communiqué

By ABBIE WOLF

A
few years ago, I had a
conversation with a
friend about anti-
Semitism. Among his
troubling statements:
“ J e w s

are fully integrated into
society. People who cry
anti-Semitism are trying
to perpetuate the victim
mentality for their own
gain.” I was upset but
not surprised because
this was not the first time
I had had this conversation – not even
close. By the way, this friend is Jewish.

I wonder what he’d say today. Let’s
take a look at some events that have
occurred thus far in 2015. On January 9,
four Jews were murdered by a self-pro-
claimed Islamic jihadist in a kosher mar-
ket in Paris. On January 31 in Warsaw,
someone wrote “Jews for slaughter” on
the fence outside one of the continent’s
largest Jewish burial grounds. On
February 15, a Jewish man serving as a
security guard was shot to death in front
of a Copenhagen synagogue. Hours later,
hundreds of headstones were vandalized
in a Jewish cemetery in France. 

Why is this happening, and why now?
The easy answer – one that politicians in
Europe and the United States have latched
onto – is to blame everything on the dra-
matic rise of ISIS and the growing presence
worldwide of jihadist extremists. And to
some degree it’s true – we’re seeing a kind

of brutality in the name of religion that
hasn’t been seen since the Holocaust. 

But it’s more than ISIS. And it’s
more than the radical jihadists in
France and elsewhere. The fact is, the
way people are talking about Israel, par-
ticularly in Europe, has awakened the
latent anti-Semitism that lies just
beneath the surface. 

According to the Anti-Defamation
League’s publication “Global Anti-
Semitism in 2014,” the great majority of
all anti-Semitic incidents are rooted in
anti-Israel bias. Last summer was full of
examples. In Belgium, a banner was hung
from a balcony reading, “Send Netanyahu
and his Zionist army back to Dachau for
killing over 1,800 Palestinians.” 

Also in Belgium, signs in Turkish and
French were posted at a cafe. The Turkish
version read, “Dogs are allowed in this
establishment but Jews are not under any
circumstances.” The French version
replaced “Jews” with “Zionists.” In the
United Kingdom, a Holocaust monument
was spray painted with the slogan “Free
Gaza.” The list could go on and on.

What do all these incidents have in
common? First, each case features anti-
Semitism neatly wrapped in anti-Israel
hatred. The animus against Israel pro-
vides camouflage for anti-Semitic acts,
because such views are seen not as unbri-
dled hatred of Jews — even when Jews
are the target — but rather as legitimate
attacks on a nation state. 

The second commonality is that
every incident followed last summer’s war
in Gaza.  During and after the fighting,

Resurgent anti-Semitism reflected in anti-Israel attacks

Abbie Wolf

Europe was awash with politicians and
protests slamming Israel for its military
operation to stop Hamas’ rockets and
destroy Hamas’ tunnels in Gaza. 

The anti-Israel protests quickly began
to include anti-Semitic incidents.  When
anti-Israel protesters clashed with police
outside a Paris synagogue, some carried
signs reading “Gaza is a concentration
camp” and called out “Death to Jews” and
“Hitler was right.” The already-thin line
between “It’s Israel’s fault” and “It's the
Jews’ fault” has all but disappeared. 

Anti-Israel sentiment and activities
are repeatedly followed by anti-Semitic
incidents. The truth that critics of Israel
must confront is that the harshness of
the anti-Israel campaign has provided
fertile ground for anti-Semites to spread

their messages of hate.  
Anti-Semitism is among the many

issues being addressed by the Community
Relations Committee (CRC) of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. We offer programs on
a range of issues affecting our community.
I encourage you to attend these programs
as we work together to combat the rising
tide of anti-Semitism. Our goal is to
ensure that individuals be well-informed
and prepared to advocate on behalf of
Israel’s and our own Jewish community.
More than ever, we need your active
engagement and support. c

Abbie Wolf is director of community
relations for the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

.
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HAPPY
PASSOVER

Community Seders and Passover Events

Jewish Family Service
Thursday, March 26, 11:30 a.m.: The annual Senior Seder 
• This year’s seder at the Gordon Jewish Community Center will be led by Rabbi

Shana Mackler and Cantor Tracy Fishbein from The Temple. The cost is $10 and
reservations can be made by contacting Anna Sir at (615) 354-1686. The event is
open to seniors of all ages in the Nashville Jewish community.

Chabad of Nashville
Friday, April 3, 6 p.m.: A Family Friendly Seder
• Chabad of Nashville’s 16th nnual community seder will be a warm, fun and thought-

provoking event catered by one of Nashville’s premiere chefs.   

Saturday, April 4, 7:45 p.m.: A Hasidic Seder
• This seder is for the inquisitive mind and will incorporatesJewish humor with

Hasidic tales and wisdom.  

Saturday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.: Moshiach Seudah (the Messiah’s meal) 
• This a last-day-of-Passover tradition was instituted by the Baal Shem Tov 300 years

ago. It includes the eating matzah and the consumption of four glasses of wine. 

All the seders will be in the Bernard Ballroom at the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life
at 95 Bellevue Road and will be catered by one of Nashville’s premiere chefs. The
cost of each is $40 per person ($50 after March 20). RSVP at www.chabad-
nashville.com. 

(To prepare for Pesach, you can order shmurah matzah, the traditional hand-made
round matzah, by calling the rabbi at (615) 646-5750. You can also sell your chametz
online at www.chabadnashville.com.)  

West End Synagogue
Sunday, March 29: A Grater Seder (a family experience)  
• 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.: Learn how to enhance your seder with Rabbi Joshua Kullock

or Debbie and Stuart Wiston (concurrent sessions). 
• 10:30 a.m.-11 a.m.: The Seder Step by Step featuring Beit Miriam students. 
• 11 a.m.-noon: A Family Experiential Seder Walk by Joanna Brichetto. 

Friday April 3: Two Tales, One Table 
• Interactive musical family seder: Led by Debby and Stuart Wiston, this seder will

have all generations up out of their seats singing and dancing as they recreate the
Exodus from Egypt and the crossing of the Red Sea. 

• Ancient story, modern meaning: Led by Rabbi Joshua Kullock, this seder will look
at the traditional story with new eyes, guided by insights from Jewish tradition and
modern scholars.  

Each seder begins at 6 p.m. and will be followed at 7 p.m. by a shulchan orech, a joint
meal with singing followed by discussion. Cost is $45 for adults, $25 for children 6-
12, $10 for children 3-5, no charge for children under 3, $55 for non-members.
RSVP at office@westendsyn.org or call (615) 269-4592 x11. Please let us know if
you would like to make a donation to ensure that everyone can join us.

Congregation Micah 
Tuesday, March 31, 7 p.m.: Women’s Seder 
• Led by Rabbi Laurie, cantorial soloist Lisa Silver and singer/songwriter Batshevah,

this seder will reveal the role of women in the defining story of the Jewish people
and explore the continuing, evolving story of liberation of women everywhere.
Dinner will not be served, but ritual foods will be provided. Please bring your
favorite dessert to share afterwards. The event is free for Micah members, $10 for
non-members. RSVP at (615) 377-9799 or office@congregationmicah.org.

Saturday, April 4, 6 p.m.: Family Seder
• To make your family feel “at home” at Micah’s annual Second Night Seder, bring

your own seder plate. Ritual items will be provided as well as a catered meal. (A
vegetarian meal will be available if ordered in advance.) The cost is $35 for adults
($50 for non-members), $20 for children 4-12, under 3 free. Reservation are
required. Call (615) 377-9799 or email office@congregationmicah.org. Seating
begins at 5:30 p.m. 

The Temple 
Saturday, March 28, 10 a.m.: Passover Tot Shabbat
• Join Rabbi Shana Mackler, Cantor Tracy Fishbein and Ms. Jan for a musical Shabbat

experience celebrating Passover with songs, crafts, a story and yummy treats. 

Saturday, April 4, 6 p.m.: Second Night Congregational Seder
• A communal seder open to all members of the community. Children are welcomed.

Cost is $18 for adults, $10 for children under 12 and $36 for non-members. RSVP
by March 27 by calling (615) 352-7620. 

Sunday, April 5, 6 p.m.: GLBT/PFLAG Seder 
• This seder will feature a haggadah compiled by Rabbi Mackler that emphasizes the

journeys of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people and their family and
friends to the freedom of a loving and supportive environment.  The cost is $15 for
adults and $10 for children 6-12. RSVP to Robb McCluskey at (615) 568-1786 or
robbmccluskey@gmail.com. 

Wednesday, April 8, 6 p.m.: Renewal Seder
• This seder is for those in a 12-step recovery program, their families and friends.

Designed by Rabbi Shana Mackler , it celebrates the meaning of freedom for those
recovering from addiction. The cost is $15 for adults and $10 for children 6-12.
RSVP to Robb McCluskey at (615) 568-1786 or robbmccluskey@gmail.com.

Congregation Sherith Israel
Friday, April 3 and Saturday, April 4: Communal Seders 
• These two seders will be led by Rabbis Saul Strosberg and Aaron Finkelstein and

Cantor Leiberman. Each will be catered by Sova. For information about times and
to make reservations, call the CSI office at (615) 292-6614. The cost for each is $36
for adults, $20 for children 5-12, free for children 4 and under for those who make
reservations and pay before March 27 (For reservations after that the cost is $45 for
adults and $30 for children.) Anyone needing financial assistance to attend is
encouraged to contact Rabbi Strosberg before March 27th. 

Passover begins this year at sunset on April 3 and ends at sunset on April 11. A number of communal and 
congregational celebrations will augment the traditional seders observed by families and friends in their homes. 
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By CHARLES BERNSEN

W
hen she was plan-
ning for Shabbat
on Feb.7, one
thing that Erika
Shuman did not
have to do was

take a diaper bag to the shul ahead of
time. And the family’s walk to
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad on
Shabbat morning was much easier
because she was able to push her 2-year-
old daughter in a stroller. 

The changes in the Shuman family’s
Shabbat routine and those of many other
families were made possible by the estab-
lishment in early February of a new eruv
in the neighborhood surrounding
Chabad Nashville. It encompasses a 5-
square-mile area of Bellevue bounded
roughly by the Harpeth River on the
west, Highway 70 on the north, Old
Hickory Boulevard on the East and
Highway 100 on the south. 

An eruv is a technical boundary
established to deal with issues arising
from Jewish religious law that prohibits
carrying anything on Shabbat – even a
siddur – from a private (or enclosed) place
into a public (or open) place or vice
versa. It consists of a system of poles,
wires and existing barriers such as hedges,
buildings and walls that, for ritual pur-
poses, turns what would otherwise be a
large open area into an enclosed area. 

As long as they are within the
boundary of the eruv, observant Jews can
to do such things as carry house keys and
tallit bags to and from Shabbat service,
push baby strollers when they visit
friends for Shabbat dinner, and bring
toys along when the visit a park with
their children on Shabbat afternoon. 

“The main thing for me is that I
don’t have to decide on Thursday
whether I’m going to take the children to
Shabbat services. I can decide that morn-
ing,” said Shuman. “The new eruv makes
it much easier for us to participate and be
part of the community on Shabbat.” 

And that’s the point, said Rabbi
Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad Nashville.
An eruv is more than a convenience
that makes it possible to push strollers
and carry reading glasses or extra cloth-
ing on Shabbat. 

“An eruv is a statement of commu-
nity. It says that a community is actively
together, that it’s growing and building
an infrastructure for traditional Jewish
life,” Rabbi Tiechtel said. 

The presence of an eruv is an impor-
tant factor for many observant young
Jewish couples and newcomers when
they decide where to live and raise a
family. “We expect the eruv to help unite
the community and allow a more vibrant
energy at synagogue,” Rabbi Tiechtel
said. “I’m looking forward to more fami-
lies showing up on Shabbat for the TGIS
Shabbat celebrations, the Shabbat
mornings kids club, and be part of a
dynamic Jewish community.”

The Bellevue eruv is Nashville’s sec-
ond. Congregation Sherith Israel, the
city’s other Orthodox congregation,
established an eruv in the neighborhood
around its synagogue in 2008. 

Plans for the Bellevue eruv began

about 18 months ago, Rabbi Tiechtel
said. Chabad invited rabbinic consult-
ants from Florida to visit the community
and scout the area to identify the most
advisable boundaries. 

Once the boundaries were estab-
lished, there were “many hoops to jump
through” with the local authorities,
Rabbi Tiechtel said. Because the eruv
makes use of electrical poles, for exam-
ple, Chabad had to get permission from
Nashville Electric Service. It also has to
obtain permission to used rights-of-way
from Metro Public Works Department.
The project concluded early last month
when Mayor Karl Dean issued a procla-
mation officially establishing the bound-
aries of the Eruv District in Bellevue.

The establishment of the eruv does

Chabad Nashville celebrates new Bellevue 
eruv as a “statement of community” 

not mean the work is over, however.
Each week before the Sabbath, the rabbi
or a lay leader must check its perimeter to
make sure it is “kosher” – that the poles,
wires and natural barriers that comprise
the eruv are in their proper places. 

“Shabbat will be experienced for
many in Bellevue in a whole new way,”
said Rabbi Tiechtel shortly after the
eruv became official.  “It will be a day
where families and children will say,
‘Thank G-d it's Shabbat.’” c

Shalom Baby welcomes parents and 
their newborn or newly adopted child 
into the Nashville Jewish community. 
It acknowledges that each birth is a 

celebration for the Jewish community 
and that the Nashville Jewish community 
wants to share in this special event. It’s a 

wonderful way for you to meet other Jewish 
families, make friends, and find support 

during this special time in your life.Shalom Baby gift bags are available to all 
families in the Nashville community in 

which at least one parent is Jewish. The gift 
bag filled with filled with infant themed 

gifts, resource information from local Jewish 
organizations, parenting information, and special offers.

elllcome

If you are expecting or have recently adopted, or 

know someone who is, please contact Renee Geltzer 

at renee@nashvillejcc.org or 615.354.1633.

or hhhav
MON&FRI 10AM-8PM • TUE, WED, THUR, SAT 10AM-6PM • SUNDAY 1-5PM

325 WHITE BRIDGE PIKE 352-5912 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1316)
1965 MALLORY LANE, COOL SPRINGS 236-1700 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1421)

imagine the possibilities
Sprintz.com

Sprintz makes your home 
different from all other homes. 

Happy Passover! Thanks for your support.
Bruce, Alyse and Charles

Under the watchful eye of Rabbi Manis
Spitz, an expert on halacha dealing with the
laws of the eruv, Rabbis Yitzchok Tiechtel
(kneeling) and Meir Kotlarski (in the bucket
truck) install one of the poles comprising
the new eruv district in Bellevue. 



Come Be a Part of our 
First Night Seder!

Friday, April 3, 2015

RSVP to West End Synagogue by
Wednesday, March 25

Join With Your Family, Relatives And Friends!

Option 1:
Interactive Musical Seder for Families

Led by Debby & Stuart Wiston
Bring the Seder to life for your family with activities and 

songs. This interactive seder will have all generations 
up and out of their seats singing and dancing, as they 

recreate the Exodus from Egypt and the crossing of the 
Sea. Fun and informative for all generations.

Option 2:
Ancient Story, Modern Meaning

Led by Rabbi Joshua Kullock
Look at the story of the Seder with new eyes, guided by 

insights from Jewish tradition and modern scholars.

Friday Night Shabbat Services at 5:30 p.m.
Pick your Seder at 6:00 p.m.

Shulchan Orech—Joint Meal
Singing and More Discussion to Follow

Adults: .......................................$45
Ages 6–12 .................................$25
Ages 3–6 ...................................$10
Under 3 ...........................no charge
Non-Members ...........................$55

Let all who are hungry come and eat! If you 
would like to make a donation to ensure that 

everyone is able to join us, please tell us!

West End
Synagogue

West End Synagogue 
3810 West End Avenue 
Nashville, TN  37205

615-269-4592

/WestEndSyn

@WestEndSynwww.westendsyn.org

AZA Spaghetti
Supper will be
on March 29

A
ZA Athens of the South,
the local BBYO chapter
for teenage boys, will
hold its annual Spaghetti
Supper fundraiser from
5-7 p.m. on the March

29, the Sunday before Passover, at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center.
Sponsored by the Yazdian family, the
evening will also include a silent auction
with many great items up for bid. 

You may pre-order your tickets
beginning March 1. Tickets are $10 per
person ($35 for a family of four) before
March 29th or $12 at the door. Contact
Isaac Sedek at (615) 506-3537 to order
tickets or for more information. You can
also email athenadvisors@gmail.com. 

The Spaghetti Supper benefits
Nashville’s Jewish teens by providing
scholarships for Jewish experiences
regionally as well the funding for more
meaningful local programs.

This year has been great for Athens
of the South. Boaz Kelner was elected to
the regional board, and Athens received
the Ronnie Weiss Award for chapter
excellence at the regional level as well as
the Henry Mosky Award for chapter
excellence on the international level. c
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Rabbi Kullock will lead CRC Seder on March 24
focusing on Jewish-Latino connections

T
his year’s Community
Relations Seder will
explore connections
between Jews and Latinos
– a theme that will be
reflected not only in the

food and music but also in the person
leading the service. 

“Many Jews and Latinos share common
ground in their Spanish/Sephardic heritage,
and it will be great to highlight some of
that,” said Rabbi Joshua Kullock, the
Argentinia-born spiritual leader of West End
Synagogue who will be leading the seder.

“Where We Came From, Where
We’re Going: A Seder Exploring Jewish
and Latino Roots and Journeys” is hosted
by the Community Relations
Committee (CRC) of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. It begins at 6 p.m. at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center and

will include a light dinner. Reservations
can be made by contacting Abbie Wolf,
the Federation’s community relations
director, at (615) 354-1637 or
abbie@jewishnashville.org.

The honorary chair of the event is
Henry Cisneros, former San Antonio
mayor and U.S. Secretary of Housing
and Development, who organized one of
the first major Jewish-Latino coalition-
building conferences. His co-hosts are
Metro Council member Fabian Bedne
and Belmont University professor Jose
Gonzalez, co-founder of Conexión
Américas, a local group that helps immi-
grants adjust to life in Middle Tennessee. 

The annual Community Relations
Seder is an opportunity to both build
alliances and foster understanding about
Judaism and Jewish culture in the larger
community. Previous events have focused
topics such as education and civil rights.

In choosing this
year’s theme, the CRC is
following the lead of a
number of national
Jewish organizations –
from the Anti-
Defamation League to
the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs to
Hadassah – that have
emphasized building
Jewish-Latino political
and social coalitions, said
Mary Shelton, chairman
of the committee in
charge of the event.  

“Americans of Latin
American descent are a
fast-growing voting
bloc,” said Shelton, “and

the way to have a friend is to be a friend.” 
More important than such practical

considerations, however, is the opportunity
to explore shared values and experiences,
said Shelton, who is collaborating with
Wolf on a special haggadah for the event. 

“We wanted to acknowledge that our
deepest values are shared values – the
emphasis on family, especially children and
elders, community, education, and work,”
Shelton said. “We also wanted to talk
about shared experiences – being forced by
violence or poverty to leave home, for
example, or trying to give our children
opportunities without losing them.”

There are a number of changes in
this year’s seder. The first is its name.
Previous events were called the Social
Justice Seder or the Social Action Seder. 

“We realized that saying ‘Social
Justice Seder’ is like saying ‘a religious
Shabbat service.’ All seders are about
social justice,” Shelton said. 

Unlike previous seders that did not
include a full meal, this year’s event will
offer a light dinner. What’s more, rather
than the Ashkenazi food that reflects the
European roots that most Nashville resi-
dents associate with Judaism, the catered
kosher menu is Sefardi.

“Jews who have never eaten kitniyot
at a model seder should find it interest-
ing,” Shelton said. (Kitniyot are grains
like rice and corn and legumes like peas
and lentils that Sephardic Jews are per-
mitted to eat during Passover but
Ashkenazi Jews are not.) 

This year’s seder also will feature
live music in Hebrew, English, Spanish
and Ladino, the historic Hebrew-
Spanish language of Sephardic Jews. The
music will be arranged and led by
singer/songwriter Lisa Silver,
Congregation Micah’s music director
and cantorial soloist. She will be joined
by Jerry Kimbrough on guitar, Chris
Patterson on percussion and Jewish folk
singer Batsheva Capek. c

Rabbi Joshua
Kullock

Henry
Cisneros
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SAVE THE DATES:
Commemoration of Yom Hashoah* - Sunday, April 12 at 10 AM
Commemoration of Yom Hazikaron** followed by a celebration of 
Yom Ha’atzmaut*** - Thursday, April 23 at 6 PM
Both programs will be at the GJCC 801 Percy Warner Blvd.
* Holocaust Remembrance Day; ** Remembrance of Israel’s fallen 
soldiers and victims of terror; *** Israel’s Independence Day
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Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing

Cell: 615-351-7333 
Office: 615-371-2424
Fax: 615-371-2429

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

email: fpargh@me.com franklinpargh.com 
1585 Mallory Lane 
Suite 103
Brentwood, TN 37027

Annual meeting of B’nai
Tzedek fund holders 
set for March 8

T
he Jewish Foundation
invites everyone with a
B’nai Tzedek fund to the
program’s annual get-
together on Sunday,
March 8. 

This year’s event will be from 5-7
p.m. at the home of Nancy and Raymond
Jacobs, where participants will hear how
their funds are making a difference for
the Jews in Nashville, Israel and around
the world. 

The evening will include dinner
and thought-provoking activity focus-
ing on philanthropy aimed at helping
B’nai Tzedek participants decide where
to direct the annual income from their
funds.  One attendee will win $100

toward his or her B’nai Tzedek fund.
To attend, contact Risa Klein

Herzog, director of foundation develop-
ment, at risa@jewishnashville.org. 

The B’nai Tzedek program was
established to encourage Jewish
teenagers to begin a life of philanthro-
py.  Each year bar and bat mitzvah-age
teenagers create a fund with the
Foundation by making a donation,
which is then matched through the
generosity of the Feldman/Hassenfeld
Fund, along with additional
Foundation funds.  Since its inception
in 2000, the Nashville program has had
helped more than 300 area teenagers
learn the value of tikkun olam, repair of
the world. c

Happy Passover 
From the members of the  
B’nai B’rith Social Group ��

Come join us in 2015 ��
For inquiries call: 

�
Larry Goldberg, President (615) 661-5148 

Joyce Fox, Vice President of Membership (615) 661-9499
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Community
Relations
Seder
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville & Middle Tennessee

SAVE THE DATE

at the Gordon Jewish Community Center (801 Percy Warner Blvd)

Henry Cisneros
Former United States Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Honorary Chair 
with 
Fabian Bedne       Jose Gonzales
Nashville Metro Councilmember    Co-Founder of Conexión Américas 
          and Professor at Belmont University

OF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

&
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4 GENERATIONS        85 YEARS OF SERVICE

615.356.1700       800.356.4282

- Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

- Jeffrey J Zander, CIC

- Michael A. Weinburger

- Diane Sacks

Home Auto Life  Health  
Business  Disability  Long-Term Care 

Identity Theft

zanderins.com

Have a Happy Passover



The Observer  March 2015 17

You don’t have to be Jewish to ...

LAUGH YOUR
TUCHUS OFF! 

(but it couldn’t hurt)
Jay Kholos, in association with Zanies Comedy Club, Presents...

It’s a musical, it’s a comedy, it’s a Jewish soul non-stop laugh fest!
The record breaking Off-Broadway hit,

OLD JEWS TELLING JOKES
at Zanies Comedy Club for seven exclusive performances:

Saturday and Sunday, May 2–3 at 2:00 p.m. 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, May 4–6 at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday, May 9-10 at 2:00 p.m. 

“Would it kill you to pay a visit?” New York Times

Many shows will sell out…get your tickets now! 

Visit www.zanies.com or call the box office at 615-269-0221

Tickets from $25.00

Produced and Directed by Jay Kholos

2025 8th Ave South 

Nashville, TN 37204 

615-269-0221

A portion of the proceeds  

to benefit Abe’s Garden
®

Originally produced in New York City by Daniel Okrent & Peter Gether,  
Richard Frankel, Tohm Viertel, Steven Baruch and Marc Routh 

Based on the original series created by Sam Hoffman and  
produced by Sam Hoffman, Tim Williams and Eric Spiegelman

New Israeli website brings left and right, secular and religious
together in national conversation about the Tanakh

By YAIR ROSENBERG 
Tablet

A
s Israel’s election season
kicks into high gear, it’s
pretty much impossible
to find any of the coun-
try’s leaders on the same
page politically. But on a

new Israeli website called 929, you’ll find
everyone from settler leader Naftali
Bennet to far-left Meretz party head
Zehava Gal-On on the same homepage.
Their subject: the Bible.

Launched over Chanukah, 929 is a
$12 million Israeli initiative to turn the
Tanakh into a national conversation.
Drawing its name from the 929 chapters
of the Hebrew Bible, the project aims to
get hundreds of thousands of Israelis from
all walks of life to complete the corpus
over three-and-a-half years by covering
five chapters a week. 

The hub of the enterprise is its state-of-
the-art website where readers can find com-
mentary from a wide array of contributors –
celebrated secular authors like Etgar Keret
and spiritual leaders like ultra-Orthodox
former Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau.

In addition, the site features explana-
tory videos and cultural artifacts – from
comics to music clips – as well as a
detailed timeline allowing participants to
track their progress. And every piece of
content is designed for easy sharing on a
variety of social networks. By bringing
together secular and religious Jews around
the same text, the hope is to foster a pos-
itive sense of Jewish unity and spark a
national dialogue.

The “tragedy of Israeli society,” said
Rabbi Benny Lau, one of the project’s
organizers (and nephew of the former
chief rabbi), is that its unity is based on a
negative: a perceived common enemy.
“What the project says is the opposite,”
Rabbi Lau said. “We need to find the
shared language of one nation.” 

The purpose of 929, in other words,
is not to convert people from one point
of view to another, but rather to put their
perspectives in conversation with each
other. “Everyone keeps his own beliefs –
each with his own shita [view], with his
own derekh [path] – but we have the
same language,” Rabbi Lau said. “We
read the same book.”

The 929 project is the brainchild of
Lau, a South Jerusalem Orthodox syna-
gogue rabbi who directs the Human Rights
and Judaism in Action project at the Israel
Democracy Institute, and Israel’s Deputy
Education Minister Avi Vortzman.
Together, they helped raise the funds need-
ed to bankroll the initiative – split almost
evenly between the government and out-
side sources – and assembled the eight-per-
son team of editors, web designers and
graphic artists who made it a reality. 

The project launched over
Hanukkah with a ceremony at the resi-
dence of Israeli President Reuven Rivlin
that was attended by rabbis, politicians,
artists, and academics. “We are beginning
today a collective journey,” Rivlin said at
the event, “chapter after chapter, book
after book, with paths filled with magnif-
icence, beauty, and humanity.” 

The site has already published hun-
dreds of pieces of modern biblical com-
mentary. On any given day, in addition to
more traditional scholarship from rabbis
and academics, one might find a leftist
politician explaining how the Tower of
Babel reminds society that it must never

lose sight of the individual while pursuing
its collective goals; or the IDF’s chief of
staff expounding on why we are all our
brothers’ keepers; or even an animated
cartoon imagining the struggles of the
animals who had to leave their families
behind when they boarded Noah’s ark. 

Of course, given that the Bible is the
most contested book in human history, it
should come as no surprise that within a
week of its debut, 929 became embroiled
in multiple controversies. On the Israeli
religious right, some commentators
seized upon what they considered hereti-
cal or disrespectful content on the site.
One rabbi even went so far as to say that
“visiting the website of 929 is forbidden
by the Torah.”

Meanwhile, others on the Israeli left
were outraged when it appeared that one
of the site’s secular contributors, noted

biblical scholar and educator Ari Elon,
had been booted from 929 over his edgy
postings. This turned out to be a misun-
derstanding, but the passionate outcry
reflected the suspicions held by many sec-
ular Israelis about whether a Bible-learn-
ing initiative co-run by an Orthodox
rabbi could possibly be truly open to non-
believers and non-traditionalists.

Despite these initial bumps, Rabbi
Lau is happy with 929’s roll-out, pointing
to the site’s traffic – a half million visitors
in two weeks, including 150,00 who indi-
cated they had read the required chapters.
“The majority – secular and religious, left
and right, young and old, all kinds of peo-
ple – are part of it,” he said. By way of
illustration, he pointed to the site’s traffic:
half a million visitors in two weeks,
150,000 of whom marked down that they
had read the required biblical chapters.

Etgar Keret, a celebrated Israeli
writer who authored a piece on the begin-
ning of Genesis that ran on the site’s
opening day, said 929 was particularly
important at this deeply divisive juncture
in Israel’s social and political life. 

“There is a tendency in hard times to
kind of simplify reality,” he said, “to define
good guys and bad guys and break this very
diverse and complex society into tribes and
camps, usually with some kind of regressive
subtext against any kind of otherness.”

A project like 929, cuts against this
destructive impulse, he said, and reminds
Jews that rabbis like Lau and secularists
like himself might not be so different
after all. c

Tablet is a daily online magazine of
Jewish news, ideas, and culture located at
www.tabletmag.com.
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Your celebration starts at RED….
Featuring Kosher Wines from the Vines of Israel.

HWY 70 SOUTH at OLD HICKORY in BELLEVUE

MON-THURS 9am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 9am-11pm  •  615.646.1400 

RED Spirits & Wine 

15% OFF
Two or More Bottles of Wine * 

*Offer valid at RED Spirits & Wine for a wine 
purchase of  2-12 750ml bottles of wine  or 1-6 
1.5L bottles of wine. Coupon must be presented 
at time of purchase and cannot be combined with 
any other discounts or offers.  Not valid on 
purchases of box wine, gift cards, previous 
purchased or discounted, sale or clearance items. 

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 4/11/15.      

Wines from the Vines of Israel.

n BELLEVUE

am-11pm  •  615.646.1400 

Wine * 

wine
 or 1-6 
esented 
bined with
on 

ous 
nce items. 

s 4/11/15.    

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
PASSOVER
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We will be highlighting 
HOME & GARDEN!

We know that you will want to
be included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract 
a 1/8 page ad or larger 

we will be happy to contact 
you for articles pertaining 

to your business.

Deadline for ads 
is 

March 15, 2015

Home & 
Gardening

ISSUE!
APRIL 2015

Contact: Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager
615-354-1699

e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

Ramah Darom will offer 
two-week summer camp 
sessions for kids with autism 

C
amp Ramah Darom, a
Jewish overnight camp in
the Blue Ridge
Mountains, has opened
registration for the
Tikvah Program, a camp-

within-a-camp for children ages 12-17
who have been diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder. 

The camp will offer two four-week
summer experiences in a supportive
environment that encourages social
interaction and personal growth through

small group interaction and specially
trained staff.

Led by clinical psychologist Dr.
Audra Kaplan, Tikvah is the first program
in the Southeast to provide a traditional,
immersive Jewish summer camping expe-
rience to teenagers with autism spectrum
disorder. The program will be fully inte-
grated into a community that is steeped in
Jewish celebration, learning, and ritual. 

To register or learn more, visit
www.campramahdarom.org or  call
(404) 531-0801. c

Kindergartners learn about Tu Bishvat 
in communitywide program at WES

By EMILY SCHNEIDER

W
est End
Synagogue’s Beit
Miriam Religious
School hosted its
annual community
kindergarten pro-

gram on Feb. 1 to celebrate Tu Bishvat. 
Students from across Nashville and

beyond took part in a fun-filled morning,
noshing on knowledge about the Jewish
holiday known as the birthday for the

trees. The program began with a per-
formance by puppeteer Jenny Nissenson,
who specializes in creating arts-based
educational programs for kids. It was fol-
lowed by songs about Tu Bishvat with
Cheryl Lane. Among the other activi-
ties, students made bird feeders and
planted parsley that will be ready for
families to use for Pesach. They also
enjoyed yummy fruit snacks, ensuring
nourishment for body as well as mind
and soul. 

The kindergarten Tu Bishvat cele-

bration was part of an ongoing coopera-
tive effort by the religious schools at West
End, Congregation Micah, Congregation
Sherith Israel and The Temple that brings
together students from across Nashville
periodically for special programming.
WES also hosts programs for the 4th
grade while Congregation Micah hosts 1st
and 6th grade programming, The Temple
hosts 2nd and 7th grade programming,
and Sherith Israel hosts 3rd and 5th grade
programming.

Tu Bishvat falls on the 15th of the
Hebrew month of Shevat (Feb. 3-4 this

year). At the WES kindergarten pro-
gram, the children ate various types of
fruit grown on trees, especially the five
fruits grown in Israel: dates, olives, figs,
pomegranates and grapes. They also
learned that just as the Torah commands
us to work six days and rest on the sev-
enth, so too is the land to be worked for
worked for six years, while the seventh is
the shmitah year when it should lie fal-
low. They also learned that Tu Bishvat is
used to calculate the age of fruit-bearing
trees in order to determine when their
fruit must be tithed.  c

Kindergarten students learn about Tu Bishvat during a performance by puppeteer Jenny
Nissenson at West End Synagogue’s annual community kindergarten program on Feb. 1. The
event was part of an ongoing cooperative programming effort by religious schools at West End,
Congregation Micah, Congregation Sherith Israel and The Temple.  
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HAPPY PASSOVER
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See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to 

www.jewishnashville.org

West End Synagogue’s
7th graders collecting
food for LGBT teens

By EMILY SCHNEIDER

E
very year the 7th grade stu-
dents at West End
Synagogue’s Beit Miriam
Religious School take on mitz-
vah projects – acts of chesed
(kindness). They began this

year volunteering for Room In The Inn,
and on March 6 they will cook and eat
Shabbat dinner with seniors at WES. 

During Sukkot, when the Jewish
people build, eat and sometimes sleep in
sukkah, the 7th graders learned about
and discussed what it means to be home-
less, which inspired them to work with
Project Launchpad in order to help oth-
ers who do not have a home.  

Project Launchpad provides shel-
ters for LGBT teenagers who have had
to leave their homes because their fam-
ilies didn’t understand or accept their
sexual orientation. When the Oasis
Center of Nashville lost funding for the
shelter, the LGBT community took on
the project and is asking for communi-
ty support. 

WES 7th graders, along with their
teacher Sophie Rapoport, have started a
food drive and are collecting high pro-
tein food items – protein bars, trail mix,
granola bars and peanut butter crackers
(nothing that must be refrigerated or
cooked) – for Project Launchpad. 

Those interested in participating in
this act of chesed can bring or send any of
these food items to West End Synagogue,
3810 West End Ave., Attn: 7th Grade
Mitzvah Project c/o Beit Miriam.
Students will be collecting food through
March 15.  For more information, call
(615) 269-4592. c

Happy Passover



The Observer  March 2015 21

OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI LAURIE RICE 

I
t takes very little to really surprise
me in the news these days.  Like so
many of us, I have become numb
to the incidents of inhumanity
and immorality that seem to per-
sist in our world. This week was

different. This week I was surprised.
This week, Alabama legalized same-sex
marriage, and I was certain that
Alabama would have done so after
Tennessee.  

It wasn’t without contest in
Alabama.  Not everyone is clicking
“like” on Facebook. The legal questions
will be decided by the courts. The polit-
ical wisdom of the act only time will tell.
This leaves us with the moral questions,
which we might phrase as follows:
Should gays and lesbians be allowed to
marry? Does it matter whether we call
their partnerships marriage, civil unions
or domestic partnerships? And what does
Judaism have to say about this?

When political leaders state that
“our nation must defend the sanctity of
marriage,” or that “marriage is a sacra-
ment,” they are deliberately and incor-
rectly inserting religious terminology
into a civil debate.  But here in our
Jewish community, and in our syna-
gogues, it’s quite appropriate for us to
talk about the religious meaning of mar-
riage, and of sanctity.

Many dictionaries define marriage as
“the state of being united to a person of
the opposite sex as husband or wife.” The

Massachusetts Supreme
Court, on the other
hand, has reformulated
the definition of mar-
riage as “the voluntary
union of two persons as
spouses, to the exclusion
of all others.” So we
have a dispute between
those who affirm the

historical and traditional notion of mar-
riage and those who believe marriage is, as
the Massachusetts Supreme Court said,
“an evolving paradigm.”

What’s wrong with an evolving def-
inition of marriage? Religious broadcast-
er Pat Robertson once warned that when
the Supreme Court decriminalized
sodomy it “opened the door to homosex-
ual marriage, bigamy, legalized prostitu-
tion and even incest.” In other words,
once you admit the possibility of change,
you throw all standards into question,
along with the very notion of right and
wrong. If two people of the same sex can
marry, why not three people, or an adult
and a child, or a brother and a sister?
Once one moral distinction is cast into
doubt, you lose all moral distinctions. 

But this is a specious logic. It’s clear
that within Western society, social and
moral attitudes dealing with marriage
have fluctuated over time, and the laws
have changed to reflect these changes.

Remember that at one point 40 states
prohibited the marriage of a white person
to a person of color. Remember, as well,
that for hundreds of years married women

were defined as the property of their hus-
bands, with few or no legal rights; they
could not form contracts, have full own-
ership and control of property or maintain
their own names. What one generation
saw as right, just, true and self-evident
about marriage, another generation now
condemns as false and abhorrent.  

Judaism has always appreciated the
interplay between traditional values and
dynamic evolution.  I would argue that
“justice, justice shall you pursue” is an
eternal truth taught in the Torah, while
the law that permits us to own slaves is a
vestige of primitive times best aban-
doned today.

What does this mean for marriage?
It means that we Jews can uphold our
tradition’s essential definition of mar-
riage as the covenantal commitment of
two adults under the chuppah, freely
joined in mutual love, respect, faithful-
ness and responsibility, while letting go
of the tradition’s stipulation that those
two adults be a man and a woman.

And what about procreation? If the
Torah teaches that we should “be fruitful
and multiply” doesn’t that suggest that
marriage requires a man and a woman?
There are, of course, several ways that
same-sex couples can become parents
nowadays. But more importantly,
nowhere does Jewish law state that mar-
riage exists solely for the purpose of pro-
creation. Indeed, halacha encourages
even those who cannot have children to
marry so as to enjoy the blessings of com-
panionship and intimacy.

How do we best preserve the “sancti-
ty of marriage?” The Hebrew word for
marriage, kiddushin, means “holiness,”
teaching us that to marry is to ascend to a
higher spiritual level. Should we exclude
gay and lesbian couples from the relation-
ship that our tradition sets forth as the
highest and most fulfilling one for human
beings? To do so, for me, would violate a
central tenet of our faith: the idea that all
persons are created in the image of God,
possessing irreducible value, entitled to
live lives of dignity and holiness.

How do I know that same-sex rela-
tionships are worthy of being consecrat-
ed under the chuppah? I think of the
many gay and lesbian couples I know –
and I am certain that their lives together
exemplify the qualities of kiddushin: love,
faithfulness, ultimate commitment,
devotion and care for their families.
Such a relationship is, to my mind, no
less holy than a heterosexual marriage.

It’s worth remembering that one pur-
pose of the courts is to protect the rights
of minorities. Why do I support marriage
rather than some less controversial insti-
tution, such as civil unions or domestic
partnerships? My answer is simple. Why
not marriage? Why relegate same-sex cou-
ples to a lesser status when they deserve
no less than the rest of us? c

Laurie Rice is co-rabbi at Congregation
Micah. The Rabbis’ Corner, a monthly
commentary on current events through a
Jewish lens, rotates among Nashville’s con-
gregational rabbis.

Rabbi Laurie
Rice 

Marriage Reimagined

By LAURIE CARDOZA-
MOORE

I
n October the Catholic Church
will mark the 50th anniversary of
Nostra Aetate. The principles of
this historic, unprecedented dec-
laration against anti-Semitism
should not only be celebrated but

spread throughout the Christian world.
Nostra Aetate (Latin for: In Our

Time) is a formal document of the
Catholic Church drafted in 1965 that
declares the relation of the Church with
Non-Christian religions. In part, it
speaks of the bond between Christians
and Jews and states that blame for Jesus'
death cannot be laid upon the Jews.
The declaration also decries all displays
and acts of anti-Semitism. With great
humility, Nostra Aetate signaled a new
starting point in the Church's relations
with Judaism.

Today, far too few Jews and
Christians know the remarkable story of
Nostra Aetate. In one history-making
document, the Catholic Church not
only acknowledged that the Jews were
not responsible for the death of Jesus
and eliminated the espousing of the dei-
cide narrative, it also recognized that
the Jewish covenant with God for the
land of Israel had not been broken, and

it stated that Christianity sprang from
Jewish roots.

As anti-Semitism grows increasing-
ly violent worldwide, the need to spread
the message of Nostra Aetate is vital.
The stark imbalance of media coverage
of the four people murdered at the Paris
grocery store, for no reason other than
that they were Jewish, illustrates a sub-
tle but clear anti-Semitism in the
world’s media. This is not to denigrate
the killing of twelve other French citi-
zens but rather to expose the plight of
the surviving 13 million Jewish people
who face the recent explosion of a
renewed global, genocidal anti-
Semitism. The very reason for the loss
of life in France was enabled by those
who, like Hitler and Stalin, condemned
any and all moral values, including the
Ten Commandments, the Torah and
the Old and New Testament.

Just as Nostra Aetate must be widely
championed, an infamous document
titled The Protocols of the Learned Elders
of Zion must be thoroughly repudiated.
For over 100 years, Jew haters have prop-
agated the lies espoused in this anti-
Semitic hoax. Published in Russia
around 1903 at the onset of anti-Jewish
pogroms, The Protocols has been translat-
ed into multiple languages and dissemi-
nated worldwide. Its libels were the

foundation of the Nazi anti-Semitism,
and today it is used in Arab countries to
foment hatred of Jews.

Many school textbooks throughout
the Arab and Islamic world teach The
Protocols as fact. The Palestinian ter-
rorist group Hamas draws in part from it
to justify terrorism against Israeli civil-
ians. Even though many websites
expose The Protocols as a fraud, that
same internet has made it easy to use
this disinformation to spread hatred of
the Jews. In the face of a global rise of
anti-Semitism, we must continuously
expose the lies that feed the hatred and
seek to encourage crucial support for
Israel and Jews among Christians.

As we see in today’s headlines, those
who seek to annihilate our Jewish
brethren also seek to do the same to
Christians. As the most insidious docu-
ment of anti-Semitism in the world,

Christians and people of conscience
must roundly denounce the The Protocols
of the Elders of Zion. 

There is no longer any point in pre-
tending that the horror and intensity of
the violence and, yes, the hatred, will
soon cease. Nostra Aetate is a vital step in
the right direction to stem this age-old
hatred. As God reminded the prophet
Obadiah that judgment would come to
the descendants of Edom in the last days
for standing by when their brother Jacob
(Israel) was in need, our Christian faith
demands nothing less as well.  Our faith,
logic and preservation should motivate
us to speak out. c

Laurie Cardoza-Moore is founder and
President of Proclaiming Justice to the
Nations and Special Envoy to the UN for
the World Council of Independent Christian
Churches. 

On the 50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate, 
the renunciation of anti-Semitism by the Catholic Church 

Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces and letters from Nashville area res-
idents on topics of interest to the Jewish community as long as they have not
been published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Submissions should be
sent by the 15th of the month prior to publication to Editor Charles Bernsen at
charles@jewishnashville.org or 801 Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 37205.
The Observer reserves the right edit all submissions for clarity, length and style. 
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New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email:
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturda certified MTA access driver!
ra riders going to the same destination will not need a

voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.
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"Thrillah in Megillah" By Jonathan Gersch
Editor: DavidBenkof@gmail.com
Difficulty Level: Challenging  •  Solution on page 24

Across
1. Sport, as tzitzit
5. A prophet
9. Where Jacob lived in his last years
14. Brit who analyzes the Arab/Israel

conflict?
15. Female U.S. pol who advocated for

Jews during WWII

16. Shekels and such
17. Jerusalem Botanical Garden flower
18. Israeli woman
19. Like Israelís coastal region, topo-

graphically
20. Like some frillier mishloach manot

baskets
23. "Gila, ___...."

24. Precursor to shalom?
25. Does matanot la’evyonim
32. Part of an IDF uniform
33. Slandered beyond lashon hara
34. T’chelet, e.g
35. Gershwin and namesakes
36. Holiday spirit
38. Israeli sandal maker
39. Did a mitzvah in a sukkah
40. Knesset deputy speaker Nachman
41. What Moses was not at the Burning

Bush
42. They may put on a shpiel
46. It may end with .il
47. It supports hasbara for Israel advo-

cates
48. Megillah figureÖone of which is

hidden in each of 20-, 25- and 42-
Across

55. Rabbi/novelist Chaim
56. European capital with the Peitav

Shul
57. First word in much wedding music
58. Send ____ package to an Israeli

Soldier (Friends of the IDF project)
59. With the Alliance Israelite

Universelle?
60. ____ Crossing (checkpoint area)
61. Kabbalist’s book
62. City where one of Chabad's 18 loca-

tions in Arizona can be found
63. Like Maimonidean manuscripts

Down
1. On a ____ (like a possible shuk pur-

chase)
2. It could be exchanged for about 4.6

shekels in early 2015
3. Former Labor leader Peretz
4. Miluim, IDF-wise
5. Many Israel dwellers from Africa,

recently
6. Grape used for sweet kiddush wine

7. “____ Kandelikas” (Chanukah song)
8. What one might do with some kar-

banot
9. Made Judenrein
10. Weaken, like Jacob’s leg (literally!)
11. King David's nephew
12. Israel Ballet dancer's move
13. What one may bring back from Eilat
21. Kashrut, for one
22. Gad’s brother
25. 1/20 of a Biblical shekel
26. Like some Knesset members, during

a heated debate
27. Greasy like latkes
28. Prepare tzitzit
29. Tel Aviv cinema
30. Big kvetch
31. Haggadah verb
32. ìBei Mir ____ Du Sheinî (Sammy

Cahn/Saul Chaplin hit)
36. Place to find three wise men - or

more
37. ____ Nof (Jerusalem neighborhood)
38. British leader who was friends with

Chief Rabbi Jacobowitz
40. Histadrut member, at times
41. Org. which helps Israeli Persians?
43. Israel’s weekly Spanish paper
44. “Rock ____” (Chanukah song)
45. Possible kumsitz instrument
48. A little Ladino?
49. Tabernacle state?
50. What a teen may do before the

bagrut
51. Rosh Hashanah honey-making

locale
52. Canadian Jewish actress Strong who

voiced Dil Pickles on "Rugrats"
53. Adverb describing God's reign
54. What some men do not do during

sefirah
55. Feature of the Golden Age of Spain



The Observer  March 2015 23

lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Julia Anne Weinstein will be called
to the Torah as a bat
mitzvah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, March 7 at
Congregation Micah. 

She is the daughter
of Renee and Barry
Weinstein and the sister
of Joshua, Zachary, and
Bradley. She is the
granddaughter of Marcia
and Max Weinstein of Thompsons
Station, TN and Fred Santi of New York.

Julia is in 7th grade at Spring Station
Middle School. Julia is very close to her
three older brothers. She is quick witted,
outgoing and is always the life of the party,
making us laugh and enjoy her presence.

Julia is also a straight-A student.
She loves to read and is part of her
school's soccer team and basketball
team, which is currently undefeated.
When she is not busy, Julia enjoys
watching movies and hanging out with
her friends.

For her mitzvah project, Julia is put-
ting together care sacks for cancer
patients receiving chemotherapy to let
them know someone is thinking about
them. This is in honor of her dad, who is
a cancer survivor.

Gideon Anders LaLonde Mosse will
be called to the Torah as bar mitzvah at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
March 14 at
Congregation Micah.
Gideon is the son of
Kristine LaLonde and
Claudio Mosse. He is
the venerated older
brother of Theo. His
grandparents, Susan and
Roberto Mosse of
McLean, VA, and Oddveig and William
LaLonde of Midlothian, VA, are also glad
to join him as he is called to the bema.

Gideon is a 7th grader at the
University School of Nashville where he
enjoys math, playing on school teams in
soccer and lacrosse, and performing in
the annual musical theater productions.
His favorite pastime, however, is hanging
out with his brother.

Gideon loves dogs, especially his
Labradoodle Solveig.  To help animals
that don’t have a loving home, Gideon’s
mitzvah project has been with Happy
Tales, a no-kill humane shelter for
homeless and neglected animals in
Middle Tennessee.  

Samuel Landau will be called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah at
11 a.m. Saturday,
March 21 at The
Temple. Samuel, who
was born Dec. 20, 2001
in Peroria, IL., is the
son of Steven and Lisa
Landau.  His grandpar-
ents are Louis and
Eleanor Landau of Shullsburg, WI and
Ralph and Lois Alcorn of Lancaster, WI. 

Samuel is in the 7th grade at Page
Middle School. His interests include
skateboarding, riding bikes, baseball,
computers, playing baritone in the band
and helping on the family farm. For his
mitzvah project, Samuel is volunteering
at the Williamson County Animal
Control Adoption Center.

Jennifer Grace Hall will be called
to the Torah as bat mitz-
vah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, March 28.
She is the daughter of
Andrea Kupferman-
Hall and David M. Hall
and the sister of Isabel
and Ethan, her twin
brother. She is the
granddaughter of
Arnold Kupferman and the late Eve
Kupferman of Deerfield Beach, FL and
Maurice and Helen Hall of Caterham,
Surrey in the United Kingdom. 

Born in London, Jenny moved to
the United States when she was 6.  Now
in the 7th grade at Woodland Middle
School, Jenny excels academically and is
a member of the Tennessee Fencing Club
and has begun competing at nationally
ranked events using an epee. In her free
time Jenny loves to read, bake, listen to
music and explore the outdoors. This
summer she will be taking part in a
wilderness camp in the Rocky Mountain
National Park. 

Over the past year, Jenny has volun-
teered at Ronald McDonald House and
worked on a fundraising campaign for
the Israeli Defense Forces. For her mitz-
vah project, Jenny is collecting used pre-
scription glasses at her school and syna-
gogue that will be donated to the
Williamson County Lions Club, which
provides glasses to people living in third
world countries.

Ethan Samuel Hall will be called to
the Torah as bar mitzvah
at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, March 28 at
Congregation Micah.
He is the son of Andrea
Kupferman-Hall and
David M Hall and the
brother of Isabel and
Jennifer, his twin sister.
He is the granddaughter
of Arnold Kupferman and the late Eve
Kupferman of Deerfield Beach, FL and
Maurice and Helen Hall of Caterham,
Surrey in the United Kingdom.

Born in London, Ethan moved to
the United States when he was 6.  Now
in the 7th grade at Woodland Middle
School, Ethan is a strong student and is a
member of the JV basketball team. He is
also a talented baseball player who plays
on a competitive travel team.  He has
also in the past played on the Woodland
LAX team. In his free time Ethan enjoys
hanging out with his friends, playing
computer games, listening to music and
practicing sports. This summer he will be
taking part in a wilderness camp that fea-
tures camping, hiking and white water
rafting amongst other activities.

Over the past year, Ethan has volun-
teered at the Ronald McDonald House
and has raised money for the DVC
Bridges, which supports victims of domes-
tic violence. For his mitzvah project, Ethan
is collecting used prescription glasses at his
school and synagogue that will be donated
to the Williamson County Lions Club,
which provides glasses to people living in
third world countries.

Mazel Tov
… to former Nashville resident Erin

Haley Shmerling, daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. Jim Shmerling of Denver, on her
engagement to Alexander Harrison
Brock. Erin, a graduate of the University
School of Nashville and Arizona State
University, is a 2nd-grade teacher at the
Weiss School in Palm Beach Gardens,
FL. Alex is the son of Andrew Brock and

Kim Shumate, both of Palm Beach
Gardens. A graduate of the Benjamin
School in Palm Beach Gardens and
Arizona State University, he Alex is an
asset manager for Brock Development
Real Estate Company in Palm Beach
Gardens. A wedding is being planned for
winter of 2016 in Florida. 

Births
Tara Cohen and Jessica Flintoft of

Oakland, CA welcomed Oscar Rose
Cohen-Flintoft into the world on the
morning of Dec. 20. Oscar’s grandparents
are Teena and Richard Cohen of
Nashville and Carol Mayer (George
Weiland) of Chelsea, MI and Peter
Flintoft (Pricilla Flintoft), also of Chelsea. 

Sympathy 
… to the family of Shirley Zeitlin

Lubetkin, 77, who died peacefully on
Jan. 21. A native of Nashville, she was
preceded in her death by her parents,
Dan and Fannie Zeitlin; her sister, Rita
Garfinkel, and her brothers, Steve
Zeitlin and Robert Zeman. Shirley is sur-
vived by her husband of 40 years, Phil,
and her son Daniel Lubetkin and daugh-
ter-in-law Lori Lubetkin. She was blessed
with three amazing grandchildren, Elijah
Lubetkin, Tova Lubetkin and Ayla
Lubetkin. Shirley was a trailblazer, one of
the first women to graduate from
Vanderbilt Law School and the only
woman in her graduating class. She also
was Phi Beta Kappa. An attorney for
almost 50 years, she worked at local firm
Trabue, Sturdivant and Dewitt for a peri-
od of time. She practiced law in
Nashville, Detroit, Louisville,
Hallandale, FL, and was a member of the
Legal Aid Society. In 1970, she ran for
congress in Kentucky. In later life, her
most treasured joy was being a grandma
to her beloved grandchildren. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be directed to
the charity of your choice.

… to the family of Judy Cohen, 54,
who died on Feb. 4. Born on Oct. 8,
1960, Judy is survived by her husband
and best, Gilbert S. Cohen; two daugh-
ters, Cari Cohen and Ashley (Milburn)
Fender; twin-grandchildren, Alexa &
Levi, and an expected granddaughter. A
Memorial service was held on Feb. 8 at
The Temple. Memorials may be made to
Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee, 4721
Trousdale Dr., Suite 121 Nashville, TN
37220 (website: www.pcat.org) or St.
Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105
(website: www.stjude.org).

… to the family of Charlotte
Bernstein Strauss, 82, who died on Feb.
7 at home surrounded by her loving fam-
ily. Charlotte was born in Memphis on
Jan. 20, 1933 to Ida and Aaron
Bernstein. She attended Northwestern
University and then Vanderbilt
University, where she met the love of her
life, Leon Strauss. They worked side by
side at “Leon's Ladies Apparel” for more
than 30 years, and Charlotte passed away
shortly after she and Leon celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary.
Charlotte loved bridge and her many
friends at the Vanderbilt Bridge Club,
where she was a life master. She was a
strong, competent, caring woman who
overcame illness to live a full happy life.
In addition to Leon, Charlotte is sur-
vived by her children, Myrna Strauss Lee
and William Alan Strauss, and her sister,
Gloria (Manuel) Sir). She was the

adored grandmother of Lauren, Tyler,
Brandi, and T.K. She is also survived by
her great grandchildren Alana, Brantley,
Jaxson, Stella and Brooks, nieces and
nephews Debbie Klar , Greg Sir,
Stephanie Klar, Jeffery Klar and Laney
Sir. Charlotte gave great joy to her fami-
ly and friends. She will be forever missed.
Funeral services were Feb. 9 at The
Temple (Congregation Ohabai Sholom)
The family wishes to thank Charlotte's
care givers and are grateful for the excel-
lent care given by Dr. Edwin Anderson
Jr. and Dr. Lester Porter. Donations may
be made to The Temple.

… to the family of Letty-Lou Haber
Gilbert, who died on February 15. Born
to Catherine and Arnold Haber Sr., she
was preceded in death by her beloved
husband, Joseph Gilbert Jr., her parents
and her brother, Arnold Haber Jr., MD.
Mrs. Gilbert is survived by her son,
Joseph Gilbert III (Ann) of Nashville;
her twin daughters, Cindy Gilbert
(David Greenstein) of Cupertino, CA,
and Lucy Gilbert (Edward O'Neil) of
Concord, MA; and her grandchildren,
Chloe Greenstein, Paul O'Neil, Lauren
O'Neil, Stephanie O'Neil, Grace
O'Neil, Jillian O'Neil, and Kevin
O'Neil. She is also survived by a number
of very special relatives and friends
including her sister-in-law and longtime
friend, Gerry Sadow; her nephew, Danny
(Vicky) Haber, DVM; her niece, Lynn
Haber, and two people she considered to
be her “honorary” sons, Greg Polzin and
Robert Webb.

Mrs. Gilbert was a lifelong member
of The Temple-Congregation Ohabai
Sholom, where she loved attending
Saturday morning Chevrah Torah. She
graduated from Vanderbilt University
Phi Beta Kappa and was a member of
Alpha Epsilon Phi. She and her husband
loved nature (especially bird-watching)
and enjoyed international travel. She
loved her many pets and spent her life
caring for them. Mrs. Gilbert also
enjoyed playing bridge, regularly attend-
ing the performances of the Nashville
Symphony, knitting, and gardening. A
little known fact, and one of which she
rarely spoke, was that she was one of the
first women to be hired by the United
States Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) and lived in Washington, D.C.
during her tenure with that agency.

The family would like to express
their gratitude to all the staff associated
with the NHC at Cool Springs Memory
Care Unit for the superb care given to
Mrs. Gilbert along with the love and
respect shown to her. Further, they wish
to thank Chrissy Ballard for making her
days there happier and for the part she
played in making Mrs. Gilbert's last days
and moments comfortable and tranquil.

A memorial service will be held at a
later date. The family asks that those
wishing to make donations in her honor
consider Walden’s Puddle, P.O. Box 641,
Joelton, TN 37080; and Temple Ohabai
Sholom, 5015 Harding Pike, Nashville,
TN 37205.

… the family of Roslyn Forstein
Shamitz, 95, who died on Feb. 18. Born
on March 6, 1919 in New York City,
Roslyn was married to the love of her
life, Milton Shamitz, for 68 years. During
World War II, she worked at the
Brooklyn Naval Yard and the Museum of 
Modern Art. Roslyn also was a former
resident of Atlanta, Chicago, Knoxville,
Boca Raton and Nashville. She was an
active member of Jewish service organi-
zations, including Hadassah and World 

Continued on page 25
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Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Crossword solution

W E A R A M O S E G Y P T
H U M E L U C E M O O L A
I R I S I S H A P L A I N
M O R E D E C O R A T I V E

R I N A S I M
G I V E S T O T H E P O O R

B E R E T L I E D D Y E
I R A S C H E E R T E V A
S A T S H A I S H O E D
T H E A T E R C O M P A N Y

U R L F A C T
P U R I M C H A R A C T E R

P O T O K R I G A H A V A
A C A R E A V E C E R E Z
Z O H A R M E S A R A R E  

History of Motown
A presentation on the record company
that shaped American popular music
Chancellor David Williams II (with
dessert reception)
Monday, March 2, 7:30-9 p.m.
No charge for GJCC members, $10 for
non-members
Presenter: Vanderbilt Vice Chancellor
David Williams, who grew up down the
street from “Hitsville” in Detroit

Right Brain Drawing
Special exercises to help you see and
draw in a different way
Fridays, March 6, 13 and 20, 10:30 a.m.-
noon
$25 for GJCC members (includes sup-
plies), $36 for non-members
Instructor: Meryl Kraft

Kitchen Basics
Learn basic cooking techniques from a pro
Tuesday, March 10, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
$25 for GJCC members, $36 for non-
members
Instructor: Chef Jane Marcum

WannaBeatles Concert 
A special live performance by award
winning musicians
Wednesday, March 1, 7-9 p.m.
No charge – because the J appreciate
YOU

Planting a Veggie Garden
Learn what to grow and how to care for
your vegetable garden
Friday, March 13, 1-2 p.m. at the GJCC’s
Stacy Leigh Kraft Community Garden

Nourish Your Mind at the J
March 2015

No charge for GJCC members, $10 for
non-members
Instructor: David Cook, Davidson
County extension agent with the
University of Tennessee

Authorized Personnel Only: What’s
inside YOU?
An inside look into medical imaging
(with dessert reception)
Monday, March 16, 7-8 p.m.
No charge
Presenter: Dr. Michael D. Metzman,
diagnostic radiologist

Aging Matters: A Day of Issues and
Solutions
A Nashville Public Television pro-
gram that includes lunch, a movie and
discussion with experts on the expand-
ing population of older citizens and
how to optimize their quality of life 
Thursday, March 19, 11:30 a.m.-
1:45 p.m.
$5 (includes lunch) 
Reservations due by March 9

I am My Beloved’s: Papercut Art
Workshop
Create a papercut based on the Song of
Songs for someone special 
Sunday, March 22, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
$25 for GJCC members, $35 for non-
members
Instructor: Kim Phillips

Cooking Fish
Learn the best ways to prepare, season
and cook fish
Tuesday, March 24, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

$25 for GJCC members, $36 for non-
members
Instructor: Chef Jane Marcum

Matzah Cover Workshop
Create a unique matzah cover just in
time for Passover 
Monday, March 30, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
$45 for GJCC members (includes mate-
rials), $60 for non-members
Instructor: Kaaren Hirschowitz Engel 

Make Over Your Yard 
Learn easy and inexpensive ways to
transform your yard
Tuesday, March 31, 10-11 a.m.
No charge for GJCC members; $10 for
non-members
Instructor: Jodi Hill, landscape and inte-
rior home designer

Current Events and Israeli Law
A discussion of current events and Israeli
law followed by an Israeli reception

Tuesday, March 31, 7-8 p.m.
Presenter: Liron Finkelstein, community
shlicha (Israeli emissary) 

Nourish Your Mind is a program of adult
education events and classes sponsored by the
Gordon Jewish Community Center and
underwritten by the Sol Stern and Rose Stern
Adult Fund, the Leah Rose Werthan
Designated Fund, the Meryl Kraft
Discretionary Fund and the Jewish Federation
and Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. All events take place at the GJCC
unless otherwise noted. Reservations are
required and can be made by contacting
Carrie Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.org or
(615) 354-1699 or online at www.nashville-
jcc.org. Reservation forms also are available
at the GJCC. For more information about
February classes or ongoing events such as the
GJCC Book Club, oil painting classes and
bridge lessons, contact Meryl Kraft at 615-
354-1623 or meryl@nashvillejcc.org or visit
www.nashvillejcc.org. 
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To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org 

Committed, highly trained, enthusiastic, and 

  caring Jewish staff

Modern cabins with full baths and A/C

Blob, swim, slide, canoe, kayak, or paddle 

board in our spectacular lake

Older campers pick a specialty 

camp: Visual Arts, Digital Media, 

Performing Arts, Sports, or Adventure

Top notch instruction in all specialty areas

Exciting concerts and special events

Jewish culture and tradition come to life all summer

Tons of energy and spirit!

Lifelong friendships and FUN, FUN, FUN!

Jacobs 
Camp is 

Nashville’s 
home for 
Reform 
Jewish 

Camping!

Don’t just sit around

     At Jacobs Camp, lifelong friends are made, 

       challenges are overcome, songs are sung,  

    lessons are learned, fun is had by all, and

           together we build a community that

                     l
asts far longer than the summer.  

tic  andtic, and d

/C

ddddle d

eree

reas

e al  ummerife all summerme a

 First-time camper?
You could get $2000 OFF your first summer at HSJ! 

  Visit onehappycamper.org for details on $1000 grant.      

             Then, add our $1,000 HSJ Jump INcentive!

         $1,000 + $1,000 = $2,000 off!

CHECK OUT
JACOBS CAMP!
jacobs.urjcamps.org

601/885-6042

around the town
Consecration 
ceremony for WES
class of 2025 set
for March 8

West End Synagogue will hold a
consecration ceremony for first graders at
11 a.m. Sunday, March 8 marking the
beginning of a lifelong pursuit of a Jewish
education by the class of 2025.  The chil-
dren will share with the Jewish commu-
nity some of what they have been learn-
ing this year. Members of the 2025 class
are Alex Saurav Abramson son of Rick
and Vandana Abramson; Jordan Schaen
Brod-Glinter, son of Shawn Glinter and
Nicole Brod; Grant Harrison Cloutier,
son of Marc and Valerie Cloutier; Ellis
Harmon Prichard, son of Jonathan and
Deena Prichard; Micah Isaac
Rosenbloom, son of Trent and Ellie
Rosenbloom, and Sawyer Benjamin
Stein, son of Bryan and Danielle Stein.

Chabad to host
hamantaschen
workshop

Chabad of Nashville will host a
hamantaschen baking workshop at noon
Sunday, March 1. The cost is $10.00 per
person, and each participant will go
home with his or her own plate of a
dozen hamantaschen, the traditional tri-
angular Purim pastry filled with fruit or
other fillings. To reserve a spot, send an
email with name and email address to
chabadnashville@gmail.com.

Those who prefer not to bake their
own hamantaschen can order them locally
at Chabadchallah.com. This year chabad-
challach.como will be offering choco-
tashen with delicious Belgian chocolate
filling as well as strawberry, raspberry,
apricot, blackberry and poppy seed. 

To order, email chabadchallah@
gmail.com and include how many dozen
and what kind you would like. The pas-
try, which cost $7.50 per dozen ($8 for
chocolate dipped), will be ready for
delivery or pick up on Tuesday, March 3.
The hamentaschen are made in a dairy-
free environment and are kosher Pareve
certified. For more information call
(615)752-0639.

Rev. Allen to speak
March 3 at The
Temple on “Why
Israel Matters” 

Rev. Lyndon Allen of Woodmont
Bible Church will be the featured speak-
er for a March 3 program at The Temple
titled “Why Israel Matters: A Christian
minister’s view of the importance of the
homeland of the Jewish people to
Christians and Jews.” 

The event begins at 7 p.m. and
will be moderated by Dr. Frank
Boehm. It is part of a series of educa-
tional sessions at The Temple focusing
on Israel and its response to those who
wish to do it harm. 

Library’s Puppet
Truck coming to
Akiva School on
March 24

Akiva School will host the
Nashville Public Library Puppet Truck at
10 a.m. Tuesday, March 24th. Those who
wish to attend should RSVP to Christina
Evans at cevans@akivanashville.net.

March 29 book fair
at Barnes & Noble
will benefit Akiva

A number of “celebrity readers” will
be featured at an Akiva School-Barnes

& Noble book fair this month. 
The event is from 1-3 p.m. on

Sunday, March 29 at the Barnes & Noble
store at 1701 Mallory Lane in Cool
Spring. Purchases at the store throughout
the day will benefit the school. 

Lynn Heady, Akiva’s new head of
school, and other faculty members will be

lifecycles
Continued from page 23
ORT. She enjoyed knitting, needlepoint,
sports (especially  basketball and golf),
Rummikub with her friends, and was
always ready with a keen observation and
a good story. Most of all, she enjoyed get-
ting to know her nine great grandchildren. 

She is survived by daughters, Kay
(Larry) Leibowitz of Knoxville and Enid
Kamber (David) Zuckert of Chicago; grand-
children, Elizabeth (Garrett) Asher, Adam
(Vanessa) Leibowitz, Joel (Jennifer) Mehr,
Miriam Leibowitz and Heather Melnick;
great-grandchildren, Rebecca Asher, Eli

in attendance. Students will exhibit their
artwork and perform, and there will be
activities such as face painting. 

Those who can’t attend in person
can still support the school by purchasing
items at bn.com/bookfairs from March 19
through April 3 and entering the bookfair
ID no. 11560166 at checkout.

Asher, Abigail Mehr, Shayna Leibowitz, Ari
Melnick, Daniel Leibowitz, Molly Mehr, Eli
Melnick and Beny Leibowitz, as well as many
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Service and Interment was Feb. 20
at KKSI-Sherith Israel Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests donations
be made to the Rabbi's Discretionary
Fund, Congregation Sherith Israel, 3600
West End Ave., Nashville, TN 37205;
the Tennessee Holocaust Education
Commission, 2301 Vanderbilt Place,
PMB 406311, Nashville, TN 37240, or
the charity of the donor’s choice.
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD
Specialist in Orthodontics 

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
Green Hills  269-5903

2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
www.drgluck.com

PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS

THERAPY IN MOTION, P.C.
Dr Michael J. Malawey, PT
Dr Cindy M.  Malawey, PT

- Orthopedic disorders of the Neck,
Back and Extremities including post surgery

- Stroke and Brain injury recovery
- We bring the clinic to your home
- 40 years of combined experience

Therapy in Motion, P.C.
Call 760-224-3081 or 760-715-4789

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com

Patricia Straus, Broker, MBA, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Platinum Club Award Recipient
Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele

www.PatriciaStraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.9465

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333



The Observer  March 2015 27

615.687.6400 | NashvilleSymphony.org 

Music City’s
Biggest Band

Your Nashville Symphony | Live at the schermerhorn

BEETHOVEN & 
THOMAS HAMPSON
with the Nashville Symphony
March 12 to 14

THE ADVENTURES 
OF YOUNG  
AMADEUS
with the Nashville Symphony
March 21 at 11 am

A ST. PATRICK’S 
POPS WITH NATALIE 
MACMASTER
with the Nashville Symphony
March 17

A TRIBUTE TO BILLIE 
HOLIDAY WITH  
CASSANDRA WILSON
April 8

DAVE KOZ
March 6

BOYZ II MEN
with the Nashville Symphony
March 19 to 21

VIENNA BOYS CHOIR 
March 15

EMANUEL AX
Plays Mozart’s Piano Concerto 
No. 14 with the Nashville  
Symphony
April 3 & 4

The world’s greatest baritone 
premieres new music by 
Richard Danielpour, plus 
Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony.

Street Theatre Company brings 
young Mozart’s adventures to 
life in this concert for listeners 
of all ages.

Celebrate St. Paddy’s Day with 
a night of toe-tapping jigs, 
reels and songs celebrating 
family, home and tradition.

Timeless Billie Holiday classics 
including “All of Me,” “The 
Way You Look Tonight,” 
“Strange Fruit” and more.

This dynamic saxophonist 
plays everything from classic 
pop and jazz tunes to his own 
original compositions.

Hits including “End of the 
Road,” “I’ll Make Love to You” 
and “On Bended Knee,” along 
with classic Motown soul.

These world-famous singers 
perform everything from Austrian 
waltzes to classical masterpieces 
to modern pop hits.

Amazing pianist Ax performs 
a Mozart masterpiece and 
Strauss’ stunning Burleske. Plus 
works by Haydn and Debussy.

RICHARD DANIELPOUR 
WORLD PREMIERE

FREE PRE-CONCERT 
ACTIVITIES

A E G I S 

EST. 2013

FOUNDATION
S C I E N C E S
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Romaine 
Lettuce

Bunch

99¢
With Card

Kedem 
Grape Juice

Select Varieties, 
22 fl  oz

299
With Card

Yehuda 
Yahrzeit 

Memorial 
Candle

2.65 oz

79¢
With Card

499
With Card

Yehuda 
Gefi lte Fish 

Select Varieties, 
24 oz

2$4
With Card

599
With Card

Foodmans 
Matzolah 
Select Varieties, 

12 oz

Kosher 
Brisket

First Cut, 
Boneless, Beef

With Card
lb

Osem 
Matzah
Select Varieties, 
5 lb

799
With Card

 Copyright ©2015 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors. 
Items and prices good at 4560 Harding Pike and 2131 Abbott Martin Road, Nashville, TN Kroger Stores today thru Saturday, April 11, 2015.

599
With Card

Manischewitz 
Cake Mix
 Select Varieties, 

8.9-14 oz

Kosher 
Chicken Leg 

Quarters
Fresh

lb399
With Card

Celery
Bunch

99¢
With Card

Handi-Foil 
Foilware 
Select Varieties, 

1-5 ct

$1
With Card

399
With Card

Manischewitz 
Macaroons 

Select Varieties, 
10 oz

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball or 

Soup Mix
Select Varieties, 

4.5-5 oz

for

1299


