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Tzunday ever,” said Steve Hirsch,
who chairs the 2014 campaign.

Jason and Abby Sparks and
Russell Wolf co-chaired the phone-a-
thon this year. “It’s a wonderful thing
to see this kind of response from so
many elements of the Jewish commu-
nity,” Jason said. “It’s a great reflection
of what the Jewish Federation is all
about – old and young, religious and
secular, all coming together to give
back to the community.” 

Continued on page 3

A number of those who heard
Spaulding at IMPACT showed up
just four days later to help pull off
the Nashville Federation’s most suc-
cessful Tzedakah Tzunday ever.
When all the pledge cards were tal-
lied, the annual phone-a-thon had
garnered a record $210,000 for the
annual campaign, including gifts
from 104 new donors. 

“I just want to thank all the vol-
unteers who worked so hard. We had
a very enthusiastic group this year.
And of course our thanks go out to all
those who contributed to make this
this most successful Tzedakah

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he biggest month in
the annual campaign of
the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee got
off to an inauspicious

start when a snowstorm left the fea-
tured speaker for a big community-
building event stranded in New York. 

So at the last minute, organiz-
ers called on Alina Spaulding, head
of school at the Akiva School, to
step in. She delivered a riveting
account of the role played by the
Jewish Federation movement and
the generous communities that sup-
port it in rescuing her family from
the former Soviet Union and help-
ing them become established in the
United States.  

“It was an amazing and moving
story about the meaning of communi-
ty and the importance of the
Federation,” said David Rosenblatt,
one of more than 150 people who
attended the Feb. 5 IMPACT event
at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. And it certainly helped
IMPACT achieve its goal of inspiring
Nashville area Jews to connect with
each other, find ways to express their
Jewish identities and help support and
build the community.

Tzedakah Tzunday raises $210,000 
following moving speech at IMPACT event 

Finding all the lines already staffed during the third shift, these Vanderbilt students
used their own cell phones to call potential donors. PHOTO: STAFF PHOTO

Vanderbilt students respond to
expansion of Birthright eligibility

ior from Newton, MA, was among
the newly eligible students. Having
participated in a 4-week education
program in Israel as a high school
junior, she had resigned herself to the

fact that she could not accompanying
her friends from Vanderbilt on a
Birthright trip this spring. 

“I was pretty bummed, but now 
Continued on page 3

By CHARLES BERNSEN

V
anderbilt Hillel had a
party last month on
the second floor of
the Ben Schulman
Center for Jewish
Life. There was music

along with free pizza and soft drinks.
But this wasn’t your typical college
party. It was the opening day of the
Taglit-Birthright program’s spring
registration period, and the 50-plus
students were staring into their lap-
tops, filling out online forms in the
hope of getting a free 10-day group
trip to Israel.   

At least a quarter of them were
taking advantage of the Birthright
program’s recent decision to expand
eligibility to young adults who previ-
ously would not have qualified
because they had already been to
Israel on extended trips as teenagers. 

Abby Shuster, a 21-year-old sen-

More than 50 students showed up at Vanderbilt Hillel’s Taglit Birthright registration
party last month in the hope of landing a spot on a spring trip to Israel. 
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Wishing you a joyous 
and peaceful Passover!

LORNA M. GRAFF
Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI

Lifetime Member, Gold Award of Excellence

Office: 615.794.0833
Cell: 615.351.5343
E-mail: lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
Web: Lornagraff.com

Subbing at the last minute for a speaker
stranded by a snowstorm, Alina Spaulding
spoke at a community-building event on
Feb. 5, delivering a powerful account of the
impact the Jewish Federation and its donors
had in rescuing her family from the Soviet
Union and establishing them in the United
States.   PHOTO: RICK MALKIN

Volunteers got a half-hour primer from David Rosenblatt before staffing the phones for the
annual Tzedakah Tzunday fundraiser.  PHOTO: RICK MALKIN

Tzedakah Tzunday raises record $210,000 
Continued from page 1

The Feb. 9 fundraiser was aided by
an anonymous donor who agreed to aug-
ment the pledges of both new and renew-
ing donors. For every dollar increase
pledged by renewing members on
Tzedakah Tzunday, the anonymous bene-
factor donated another $2. And for every
dollar pledged by new donors, the match
was an additional $3. The matching
money accounted for $41,153, about a
fifth of the total raised. 

The campaign has now raised about
$1.6 million, and with a potential
$800,000 in pledge cards of previous
donors still outstanding, Federation
Executive Director Mark S. Freedman
said he’s confident the campaign will
reach its goal of $2.5 million. The cam-
paign is the primary source of funds for the
77 local, national and international pro-
grams supported by the Nashville
Federation. 

The Tzedakah Tzunday fundraiser
brought out more than 100 volunteers,
veterans and first-time alike. Old pro
Dianne Berry, a former women’s division
chair, sat between two phone-a-thon neo-
phytes, Jennifer Kahn and Jeff Sterne.
“Making calls was a little intimidating at
first, but I’m getting used to it,” Jeff said. 

Most of the volunteers staffed a bank
of 24 phones during three two-hour
shifts. Others collected and tabulated

pledge cards or readied thank-you letters
and pledge reminders that will be mailed
to donors. 

Among the volunteers were 18
members of Vanderbilt Hillel along with
five members of the university’s Zeta Beta
Tau chapter. At one point, all the spots
on the phone bank were occupied, so 10

of the students whipped out their own
cell phones to make calls. 

“Hillel has been an important to my
life at Vanderbilt, and the Federation
provides so much support for Hillel,” said
Rachel Kane, a Vanderbilt senior from
Berkeley, CA. “So helping the
Federation is like helping Hillel.” c

Vandy students respond to expansion of Birthright eligibility 
Continued from page 1
I’m excited. It will be a very different
experience seeing Israel at 21 rather than
16,” she said. Her newly eligible older
sister is also applying for a spot on a
Birthright trip. 

Taglit Birthright is funded through a
consortium of philanthropists, the
Jewish Federations of North American
and other communal organizations along
with the Israeli government and the
Jewish Agency for Israel. Its purpose is to
bolster Jewish identity and connections
to Israel among young adults in the dias-
pora by providing free group trips to the
Jewish homeland. Since the program’s
inception 13 years ago, an estimated
350,000 young adults have been to Israel
on Birthright trips. 

Until this year, Jewish adults
between the ages of 18 and 26 were eli-
gible – but only if they had not already
had an extended experience in Israel
through an organized tour or as part of an
educational or residential program. That
meant that young adults like Shuster
were not eligible. In January, however,
the program’s board announced that it
was expanding eligibility to young adults
who already had been on an immersive
trip to Israel before they turned 18.

Most Birthright participants register
for trips through sponsoring organiza-
tions such as Vanderbilt Hillel and
Vanderbilt Chabad, each of which typi-
cally sends about 40 students per trip,
enough to fill a tour bus. Ari Dubin,
executive director of Vanderbilt Hillel,
said it’s not clear yet how the new rules
will affect Birthright participation at
Vanderbilt. But the signs are positive. 

“We have 18 students on our fresh-
man board and before the change, only
three of them were eligible,” he said.
“With the change, the numbers are
reversed.” 

Perhaps the biggest cheers for the
expansion of Birthright eligibility were

coming from indirect beneficiaries – pro-
grams like Get Connected, which fosters
relationships between American
teenagers and their Israeli counterparts
through extended visits. In Nashville, Get
Connected has sent about 130 teenagers
to stay with families in the Hadera-Eiron
region of Israel since the program began
here almost seven years ago. 

“We were very excited to hear about
Taglit-Birthright’s eligibility changes,”
said Claire Koch, president of Nashville’s
Get Connected program. Though heavi-
ly underwritten by the Nashville Jewish
Federation and longer than a 10-day
Birthright trip, Get Connected visits are
not free, and some parents were hesitant
to send their children on that exchange
and forfeit the chance at a free Birthright
trip later. 

“Under the new Birthright eligibili-
ty rules, teenagers can participate in the
Get Connected trip to Israel and still go
on the Birthright trip after high school,”
Koch said. “So it’s a win-win situation.”

The impetus for expanding
Birthright eligibility appears to be an
effort to rebalance demand with avail-
able slots. For many years demand was
high and waiting lists common as spon-
soring groups like Vanderbilt Hillel and
Vanderbilt Chabad were required to
over-register their groups in order to
ensure their buses would be full. 

That situation has changed due to
a combination of factors. The program
received an infusion of funding from
private philanthropists even as demo-
graphic trends such as the end of the
“baby boom echo” reduced the number
of potential participants. Last fall
marked the first time in recent years
that Birthright wasn’t forced to cut
short the registration period for the
upcoming trips. With providers strug-
gling to fill available spots, independ-
ent consultant Todd Edelman, himself
a Birthright alum, told The Times of

Israel, “I think that if someone wants
to be public and honest with the num-
bers, they have more money than
applicants.” 

Birthright officials are hoping the
new eligibility rules will help sponsors
like Vanderbilt Hillel and Vanderbilt
Chabad fill all the spots on their trips

and boost overall participation by 30
percent, or about 10,000 a year. They are
also responding to that that the old eligi-
bility rules inhibited multiple immersive
experiences, which are more likely to
build Jewish identity and lasting connec-
tions with Israel. 

If last month’s registration party is
any indication, the changes will result in
more young adults taking advantage of
the Birthright program.  

Lawrence Tobin, director of engage-
ment at Vanderbilt Hillel, spent weeks
promoting the event on Facebook, with
posters and through a word-of-mouth
campaign. “We’re pleased with the
turnout,” he said. 

Vanderbilt freshman Caleb Hausman
spent two months in Israel as a high
school junior studying at the Alexander
Muss High School. With the new eligibil-
ity rules, he’s hoping to be on Vanderbilt
Hillel’s Birthright bus this May. 

“I’m really excited about seeing
Israel as an adult with my peers,” he said.
“It will be a different kind of experience
than before.” c

Seniors Anna Kluger, Caroline Kaplan and
Laura Silverstein were among those who
registered for a spot on Birthright trip.
Silverstein, who had an extended visit to
Israel when she was a high school freshman,
would not have qualified for a Birthright trip
until recent eligibility changes. 



4 March 2014 The Observer

THE NASHVILLE PREMIERE OF A FILM ABOUT 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY, ISRAEL &

THE SEDUCTIVE ALLURE OF PEACE IN OUR TIME
The J Street Challenge examines the rise of a well-
funded activist organization with a powerful marketing 
effort and an idealistic message that appeals to many 
who are frustrated by the Middle East conflict. The film 
presents commentary and analyses from a wide political 
spectrum. The film features:

Harvard Professors 

Alan Dershowitz
& Ruth Wisse

 

Rabbi Daniel Gordis
of the Shalem College in Jerusalem

Caroline Glick of The Jerusalem Post

Bret Stephens
Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist for 

The Wall Street Journal

Wednesday April 2, 2014 
at 7:00 PM

Gordon JCC, Pargh Auditorium
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN

Seating is limited. Please register at: 

www.jschallenge.eventbrite.com

$10 Suggested Donation at the door

www.TheJStreetChallenge.com

PANEL DISCUSSION following the film with Charles Jacobs, co-founder of the David Project, the American 
Anti-Slavery Group, and Americans for Peace and Tolerance; and Avi Goldwasser, the executive producer of the film, 
co-founder of the David Project, and the executive producer of several films, including the award winning The Forgotten 
Refugees and Columbia Unbecoming. 

We would like to thank The Gordon Jewish Community Center for providing us the use of its facilities on a rental basis for this program. The 
views and opinions expressed by the program’s sponsors and the program’s content do not necessarily represent the views of the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center nor is it responsible for the content of this program.

a production of
Americans For Peace & Tolerance
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher Mark S. Freedman
Editor Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board Frank Boehm (chair), 

Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone 615/356-3242
Fax 615/352-0056
E-mail charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN
8750-5290) is published monthly for $25
per year by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member
of the American Jewish Press Association
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer

makes every possibly effort to accept only
reputable advertisers of the highest quality,
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their
products.
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Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
In Memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer

Thursday, April 10, 2014
11:30 am at the Gordon JCC
Seder led by Rabbi Flip Rice

$10 per person by April 3, 2014
Send reservations to:

Jewish Family Service
Attn: Anna Sir
801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103
Nashville, TN 37205 

This event is open to seniors of all ages in the Nashville Jewish community.

Questions? Call Anna at 354-1686

From the 
Campaign Trail

By STEVE HIRSCH
Campaign Chair

M
any of us who are foot-
ball fans experienced a
bitter disappointment
on Feb. 2. I know that
a lot of us from Middle
Tennessee, myself

included, had become adopted Bronco
fans, rooting for our
prodigal son from the
University of
Tennessee to get one
more Super Bowl ring
before he retires.
Even those who were
not Peyton fans I’m
sure were hoping for a
competitive, exciting
game.  Oh well…

The following Sunday was a bounce
back day for us as the staff and volunteers
for the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee got their game
faces on for Tzedakah Tzunday.  Quite
frankly, they “knocked it out of the
park.” (Sorry to mix my football and
baseball metaphors.)  Nashville’s Jewish
community demonstrated great bench
strength as we had more than 100 volun-
teers come out to participate in our
annual phone-a-thon.  Volunteers gave
us 2 ½  hours of their time in three dif-
ferent shifts.  They were ably trained by
David Rosenblatt and then worked the
phones calling members of our Middle
Tennessee Jewish community.

Steve Hirsch

A Really Super Sunday
This year’s Tzedakah Tzunday result

was our best ever, totaling more than
$210,000 in pledges.  To be sure, we were
aided by a generous anonymous donor
who offered to match any donor increase
over the previous year.  This certainly
spurred on support from the community,
inspiring people to make an increase with
their 2014 gift.  But even putting aside the
matching gifts, the total was more than
60% over last year’s Tzedakah Tzunday.

A special thank you goes to Abby
and Jason Sparks and Russell Wolf, who
co-chaired Tzedakah Tzunday this year
and mobilized a big turnout from our
NowGen Nashville group.  An equally
big thanks goes to our young friends from
Vanderbilt Hillel, who for the second
year in a row sent a strong contingent to
help us with phone calls.

But most of all, I need to thank all of
you in the community for answering the
call on Tzedakah Tzunday. Clearly you
realize that the secret to a vital and
growing Jewish community is broad
involvement and support. Our result on
a truly super Sunday is a tribute to what
happens when we join together to do
extraordinary things.

*   *   *   *
Were you out of town or out of the

house on Feb. 9?  We are going to be fol-
lowing up with phone calls to those who
we were unable to contact on Tzedakah
Tzunday. If you haven’t already made our
2014 pledge, why not call us or go to our
website www.jewishnashville.com and
take care of that right away. c

Young adult campaign volunteers
can apply for spots on Israel mission

Y
oung adult volunteer
fundraisers for the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee – or those
who want to learn to become
fundraisers – are invited to

apply for a fully subsidized spot in a train-
ing mission to Israel this summer.

The first Campaigners Mission of the
Jewish Federation of North America is for
volunteer fundraisers ages 27-49. It will
take place July 13-21. Applications are
available from Harriet Schiftan, director
of planning for the Nashville Federation,
at harriet@jewishnashville.org. They are
due by April 17.

Based on a successful model used by
Jacksonville, FL, the JFNA mission will
allow Nashville volunteers to see how
funds raised in the annual campaign are
being used in Israel, learn more about
Israel today and become more effective
advocates for the Nashville Federation –
all while having fun and meeting peers
from across North America. 

Fundraisers will be asked to make a
commitment to solicit a minimum of 10
prospects when they return home and to
assist in the Nashville Federation’s 2015
annual campaign.

The trip is designed to help campaigners 

• Learn from successful solicitors how to
make conversations with potential
donors work. 

• Practice fundraising with colleagues
from across North America.

• Learn about the programs supported
by the annual campaign by see them in
action and meeting the service
providers.

• Meet the founders of TAKDIM, the
first Israeli federation.

• Meet Israeli religious, political and mil-
itary leaders and gain a fuller under-
standing of the issues they country faces.

• Experience Israeli culture by attending
a circus performance, a winery tasting
and a presentation by the America-
Israel Cultural Foundation.

• Explore Israel on a jeep adventure.
• Spend a day touring and meeting

friends in our Partnership2Gether
region of Hadera-Eiron. 

• Travel and network with peers who are
deeply committed to the work of the
annual campaign.

• Network with Nashville business leaders.
This program is funded through a

New Initiative Grant from the
Nashville Federation to increase leader-
ship and engagement of promising
young leaders. c

Avraham Infeld to speak in May

H
is visit to Nashville got
snowed out in February,
but noted Jewish educa-
tor Avraham Infeld will
be here in May to speak
at a leadership retreat

for selected young Jewish adults spon-
sored by a New Initiatives Grant of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.  

The May 18 retreat is being hosted
by NowGen Nashville, the Nashville
Federation group for Jewish professionals
in their 20s and 30s. For information,
contact joel@jewishnashville.org. 

Infeld is widely recognized as a pas-
sionate, entertaining and thought-pro-
voking speaker whose vision of Jewish

peoplehood transcends religious, politi-
cal and cultural boundaries. He began
promoting his vision of Jewish culture
and peoplehood 40 ago when he found-
ed Melitz, a non-profit educational serv-
ices institution aimed at fostering con-
nections among Jews based on support
for Israel and pluralistic approaches to
the question of Jewish identity. c
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Gems and Jewels Appraisal Services
Antique and Fine Jewelry Appraisals

Bryana Lavery, G.G., GIA Graduate Gemologist

615.925.9172
gemsandjewelsappraisalservice@yahoo.com |  www.bryanalavery.com
Excellent community references  |  Personal, in-home consultations 

Popular Israeli band Capa’Im
will help Nashville celebrate
66th Yom Ha’atzmaut 

T
he Israeli band Capa’Im
will be in Nashville on
May 6 to help celebrate
Israel’s 66th Independ-
ence Day. 
The popular group’s ener-

getic and uplifting performance will be
part of the annual Yom Ha’atzmaut cele-
bration hosted by the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and
the Gordon Jewish Community Center.
In addition to the performance by
Capa’Im, the celebration will include a
dinner and torch-lighting ceremony
honoring members of the Nashville com-
munity who have devoted their time and
services to creating a stronger connec-
tion to Israel.

The 2 ½-hour event begins at 6:30

p.m. at the GJCC. Tickets are $18 for
adults and $5 for children under 12.
Invitation and registration information
will be available soon. 

Capa'Im includes two singers
and four instrumentalists who specialize
in providing an authentic and refreshing
experience through a variety Israeli and
Jewish music. 

The playlist includes both contem-
porary Israeli hits (Hebrew and English)
as well as traditional Jewish music such
as “Hava Nagila,” “Yerushalayim Shel
Zahav,” “Haleluya,” “Oseh Shalom,” and
many more.  (Visit their website at
http://www.capaimmusic.com/ and their
YouTube channel at
http://www.youtube.com/user/CapaimM
usic?feature=watch. c

B’nai Tzedeks: 
We want to see you!

C
alling all B’nai Tzedek
fund holders of the
Jewish Foundation: You
still have time to join
your friends at our annu-
al event on March 9.

Everyone with a B’nai Tzedek
fund is invited to attend, hear the latest
on the B’nai Tzedek program and decide
what programs the income from your
fund will support. Your dollars do make a
difference with organizations in
Nashville, Israel and around the world.

The event includes dinner and a
hands-on volunteer activity. One lucky
attendee will win $100 toward his or her
B’nai Tzedek fund.

The B’nai Tzedek annual event
takes place from 5:30-7:30 p.m. on
Sunday, March 9 at the home of Lori
and Brad Fishel.  To attend, contact
Risa Klein Herzog, director of founda-
tion development at risa@jewish
nashville.org.

The B’nai Tzedek program helps
teens begin a giving future. With a dona-
tion, a fund is established in the name of
a bar- or bat mitzvah-age teen. The
donation is then matched through the
generosity of the Feldman/Hassenfeld
Fund, along with additional Foundation
funds.  It has proven to be attractive to
teenagers, who learn the value of tikkun
olam, the repair of the world. c

Yom Hashoah commemoration to
feature play on Kindertransport

N
ashville’s Jewish com-
munity will commemo-
rate the Holocaust on
Yom Hashoah next
month with a special
performance of “My

Heart in a Suitcase,” a play based on the
Kindertransport mission that rescued
thousands of Jewish children from Nazi-
occupied territories just before the out-
break of World War II.

The performance, scheduled for 10
a.m. on Sunday, April 27 at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center, is a commu-
nitywide observance for Yom Hashoah,
the day on which Jews around the world
remember the Holocaust and its victims.
It is being staged in cooperation with the
city’s five synagogues, which will send
their religious schools to see the per-
formance.  The entire community is

invited, including children in the sixth
grade or older. Childcare will be provid-
ed for younger children. 

This year marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the Kindertransport. “My Heart
in a Suitcase,” is a production of
ArtsPower National Touring Theatre
based on an autobiography of the same
name by Anne L. Fox, who was only 12
when she became one of 10,000 chil-
dren from Germany, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and Austria forced to
leave their parents, homes and every-
thing they knew and loved. Transported
to Great Britain, most never saw their
parents or families again. 

For more information, contact
Abbie Wolf, community relations direc-
tion for the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, at
abbie@jewishnashville.org. c
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greenhills.belmontvillage.com

Distinctive Residential Settings | Premier Programs for Health and Wellness 
Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro | Award-Winning Memory Care 

Therapy and Rehabilitation by Paxxon Healthcare Services 

Celebrating the Golden Age 

615.279.9100
4206 Stammer Place  
Nashville, TN 37215

CRIMINAL LAW 
AND DUI DEFENSE!

Gary Tamkin 
615.481.9922
On the web at 
garytamkinlaw.com
Longtime GJCC member and member of the Temple.

GARY TAMKIN  LAW

Happy Passover

Ron Dermer, Israel’s ambassador to the United State, was in Nashville on Feb. 24, where
he gave a briefing on Middle East at the National Religious Broadcasters Convention. He
later was the guest at a dinner at the Gordon Jewish Community Center hosted by the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and generously underwritten by
Maria and Bernie Pargh. In remarks to about 90 people at the dinner, Dermer gave an elo-
quent defense of Israel in response to increasing propaganda intended to portray the
Jewish state as an impediment to peace. Israel wants peace with the Palestinians, he told
the group, but its territorial concessions have been met with continued aggression and
violence, including thousands of rockets launched from Gaza at Israeli population centers.
Anyone who thinks Israel’s security measures are too extreme, Dermer said, should con-
sider how the United States would respond if one of its cities were the target of even one
or two rockets. The ambassador also said that while Israelis disagree on a number of pol-
icy issues, there is unanimity across the political spectrum that Iran must be prevented
from developing or obtaining a nuclear weapon.  

Advertise in the Observer
Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by 
taking advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager 
Phone 615-354-1699 or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

John Bettis to perform
at April 12 fundraiser
for Get Connected!

E
mmy winning songwriter John
Bettis will perform at a benefit
on Saturday, April 12 to raise
money for Get Connected!
The Israel Teen Tour, a pro-
gram that fosters relationships

between Jewish teens in Nashville and
Israel through study and travel.

The benefit, “One Moment in
Time,” will begin at 8 p.m. at
Congregation Micah. In addition to a
performance by Bettis, it will include
wine and hors d’oeuvres and a silent auc-
tion. For ticket information, contact Get
Connected at 615-804-8438. 

Bettis, who lives in Nashville, was
inducted into both the National
Songwriters Hall of Fame and the

Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame on
2011. He has written songs performed by
a well-known artists in variety of musical
genres, including “Human Nature” by
Michael Jackson, “Crazy for You,” by
Madonna, “Slow Hand” by the Pointer
Sisters and “One Moment in Time” by
Whitney Houston. 

Modeled after the Birthright trips
for young adults, Get Connected fosters
create lasting relationships between
Jewish teenagers in Nashville and those
in Hadera, Nashville’s sister region in
Israel. The program provides highly
subsidized trips to Israel for Nashville
Get Connected participants, who also
host reciprocal visits by their Israeli
counterparts.  c

Hadassah hosting conference
‘Action Alert: Women Make
the Difference’, April 5-6

T
he Nashville Chapter of
Hadassah is hosting the
annual two-day Southern
Region Conference next
month celebrating the role
of Jewish women in leader-

ship and advocacy around the world. 
The conference, "Action Alert:

Women Make the Difference," will take
place on Saturday and Sunday April 5-6
at the Marriott Cool Springs Hotel &
Conference Center, at 700 Cool Springs
Blvd. Members, friends, family and the
community are welcome to register and
attend the conference. For information
and registration, contact Lee Kansas,
Southern Region President, at
ldk2000@aol.com.

The conference begins with a gala
dinner Saturday evening followed by a
performance highlighting famous Jewish
women in history. The characters will be
played by women from various cities in
the region, including Nashville's Merle
Born playing Doña Gracia Nasi. 

Celebration of havdalah will be fol-
lowed by the presentation of the Southern
Region Woman of the Year Award, and
the Young Women's Meet and Greet
reception. There will also be a reception
for major donors and Keepers of the Gate.

Sessions on Sunday morning will fea-

ture the achievements of women in the
United States and Israel, inspiring us to
carry the banner forward. National
Hadassah Board Member and PRAZE
Division Advocacy Chair Sheila Derman
will be speaking on advocacy and the
opportunities for empowerment of women
afforded by the Hadassah network.

In "Breaking the Glass Ceiling,"
participants will hear from a panel of
influential women in our region, includ-
ing Dr. Amy-Jill Levine of Vanderbilt
University, Retired Louisiana Circuit
Court Judge Miriam Waltzer, Nashville
real estate executive Shirley Zeitlin, and
Dr. Rachel Shonberger, Resource Chair
of the Hadassah National Board.

Following a luncheon Sunday, there
will be a presentation on “Influential
Women in Israel Today” by Hadar
Moskovitz and Hadas Peled, shlichot
(Israeli emissaries) with the Nashville
and Chattanooga Jewish Federations
respectively. 

With more than 300,000 members,
Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist
Organization of America, is one of the
largest Jewish volunteer service organiza-
tions in the world. Its Southern Region
encompasses Alabama, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, and
Florida. c

Ambassador speaks in Nashville
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MON&FRI 10AM-8PM • TUE, WED, THUR, SAT 10AM-6PM • SUNDAY 1-5PM
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imagine the possibilities
Sprintz.com

Sprintz makes your home 
different from all other homes. 

Happy Passover! Thanks for your support.
Bruce, Alyse and Charles

We will be highlighting 
HOME & GARDEN!

We know that you will want to
be included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract 
a 1/8 page ad or larger 

we will be happy to contact 
you for articles pertaining 

to your business.

Deadline for ads 
is 

March 15, 2014

Home & Garden 
ISSUE!
APRIL 2014

Contact: Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager
615-354-1699

e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

Joshua Kullock (left) was officially installed as rabbi of West End Synagogue on Feb. 2.
Officiating at the installation was his longtime friend, Rabbi Bradly Artson of the Ziegler
School of Rabbinic Studies at the American Jewish University in Los Angeles. Also in this
photo are Nashville Mayor Karl Dean and Sue Schwartz, West End board president. 

Temple names rabbi its
director of education and
next generation programs

T
he Temple has named
Rabbi Michael Shulman
to the newly created posi-
tion of director of educa-
tion and next generation
programs. 

Rabbi Shulman will join staff on
July 1 following the retirement of
Temple Education Lynda Gutcheon. He
has been director of lifelong learning at
Temple Sinai in Atlanta since 2012. For
the previous nine years, he was associate
rabbi at Isaac Wise Temple in
Cincinnati, where he focused on build-
ing programs for children, families with
children and young adults. 

Shulman was the unanimous selec-
tion of an 18-member search committee,
according to the official announcement

to the congregation. The announcement
also noted that Rabbi Shulman’s title
reflects The Temple’s continued empha-
sis on developing programs to attract and
retain young adult members in their 20s
and 30s, a key demographic that has
“posed a challenge to congregations
around the country.” 

“We're absolutely delighted to have
Rabbi Shulman join our professional
team and our Temple family,” said
Senior Rabbi Mark Schiftan. “Rabbi
Shulman brings his years of experience
in Jewish education, his passion for
Jewish creativity in curriculum develop-
ment, design and implementation and
his success in reaching out to young
adult Jews and creating innovative fam-
ily programming.” c

Rabbi Kullock installed
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Nashville Hadassah 
Invites YOU to our  

Southern Region Conference!
x  April 5–6, 2014  x

Marriott Cool Springs
700 Cool Springs Boulevard, Franklin, TN 37067

Spectacular Speakers on  
Topics for Today’s Woman!

Action Alert: Women Make the Difference!! 

• Professor Amy-Jill Levine, Vanderbilt University, Divinity School
• Miriam Waltzer, Retired Judge, Louisiana 4th Circuit Court of 

Appeals
• Rachel Shonberger, MD, Hadassah National Board, Resource Chair
• Shirley Zeitlin, Zeitlin & Co., Realtors®

• Sheila Derman, Hadassah National Board, PRAZE Division Advocacy Chair
• 

Hadar Moskovitz and Chattanooga Shlicha, Hadas Peled
• Special performance by talented Southern Region members!

For more information, please contact Lee Kansas,  
Southern Region President (LDK2000@aol.com)

Borsht Belt humor infuses Kholos’s new
musical “Purim” set to debut at WES

By CHARLES BERNSEN

P
urim,” an original musical
comedy by Nashville play-
wright and producer Jay
Kholos, is not your bubbie’s
Purim spiel. In fact, that’s the
subtitle of the play, which

makes its debut this month at West End
Synagogue during the holiday from
which it takes its name. 

"Frankly I would have flunked a test
on Purim,” said Kholos, a self-described
“Sunday school dropout.” He character-
izes the play, which has a cast of 20 and
12 original songs, as “a little bit of
Catskills with a bissel of actual history
mixed in.” 

The one-night performance of
“Purim” is scheduled for Saturday, March
15 at 8:30 p.m. in West End Synagogue’s
social hall. It is free and open to the pub-
lic. To reserve a seat email
www.WestEndSyn.org. 

“Purim,” produced and directed by
Kholos himself, is a paean to classic
Jewish-American humor of the Borsht
Belt. It opens with a song entitled “A
Great Clambake” in which the Persian
King Ahasuerus declares, “It’s so good to
be the king,” echoing a line from the
Mel Brooks hit “History of the World
Part I” that has become a cultural catch
phrase. (There will be no copyright
problems: Kholos’s daughter is married
to Brooks’s son.)  

Following the opening song is a
monologue by Lester the Court Jester that
parodies a bad contemporary comedic
roast, complete with rim shots and groans
from the onstage chorus. “I kid Haman,”

Lester says, “But, hey, Haman, isn’t it true
that your parents pleaded with you to run
away from home?”

Kholos wrote “Purim” in about three
weeks after being approached by Marcia
Stewart, West End’s executive director.
This is not his first musical with a Jewish
theme. He wrote “A Stoop on Orchard
Street” in 2001 after visiting the
Tenement Museum in New York’s Lower
East Side. “Orchard Street,” which tells
the story of early 20th century Jewish
immigrants to New York, premiered in
2002 at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. An Off-Broadway production
ran for more than a year, and the play
also has been staged in Chicago,
Philadelphia, Florida and Los Angeles. 

Kholos’s version of the Purim spiel
is not unusual in its use of satirical
humor and contemporary anachronisms
to retell the events of the Book of
Esther. “Purim” does include some
risqué elements, such as the song “It
Couldn’t Hurt, You Could Convert,” in
which a hesitant King Ahasuerus sings,
“It’s a really big decision/but I angst
about one thing/that part called circum-
cision/What about my ding-a-ling?” 

Some of the humor and anachro-
nisms in “Purim” also are specific to
Nashville. In one scene, for instance,

Mordecai, played by Dr. Gene Sacks,
wonders why a character called “the
immigrant” has come to him for advice.
After explaining that rabbis haven’t
been invented yet, the immigrant
launches into a song in which he won-
ders why, despite his precise English, no
one seems to understand him. The joke,
of course, is that the immigrant will be
played by West End’s new rabbi, Joshua
Kullock, who is from Buenos Aires and
speaks with a noticeable Argentinean
accent. And like the real rabbi, the fic-
tional immigrant brags about his “south-
ern drawl.” 

The leading roles are played by
Francine Berk Graver (Esther) and
Adam Horn (King Ahasuerus), both of
whom have extensive professional expe-
rience. Graver, in fact, starred in
Kholos’s “Orchard Street” during its
three-month run in Philadelphia. The
rest of the cast consists of motivated
West End members including Sacks as
Mordecai, Stanley Karr as Haman, Leon
Tonelson as "Bert Parks,” and Jake
Bengelsdorf as “the Bieb.”  (Don’t look
for those last two in the actual Book of
Esther.) 

The spirit and humor of the play
might be best exemplified by a comment
from Horn, who had to take two weeks
off from rehearsals to have his gall blad-
der removed. “Gall bladder, schmall
bladder,” he told his doctor. “I must
recover quickly. I am the King you know
. . . and it's good to be the King!” c

Jay Kholos jokes with the cast of his play “Purim” during a pre-rehearsal discussion. 

NowGen’s annual Purim
Masquerade Ball set for March 8

N
owGen Nashville’s first
Purim bash was such a
success that they’ve
decide to do it again
this year  – only bigger,
better and with a chari-

table focus.
The 2nd Annual NowGen

Masquerade Purim Ball is scheduled
from 8 p.m.-midnight on Saturday,
March 8 at the Musicians Hall of Fame
and Museum in downtown Nashville. It
will feature food, libations and live
music by the Nashville country rock
band Big Nose Kate.

General admission tickets,
which include food and two drink
tickets, are $35 a person. A limited
number of VIP tickets with open bar
access are also available for $75.
Tickets can be purchased online at
http://NowGenMasquerade.eventbri
te.com.

“We had over 150 people last year,

and it was a real success in expanding on
Rosh Bash and bringing Jewish profes-
sionals together,” said Adi Raz, who co-
chairs the Purim event with Lana Pargh.
“The excitement and support has con-
tinued and we really want to take it to
the next level.”

One way to do that, Raz said, was
to add a charitable element. Proceeds
from this year’s event will go to the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. So in addition to an
evening of food, fun and networking,
the event will provide “a real benefit to
the community.”

NowGen is a group for young
Jewish professionals in their 20s and
30s established by the Nashville
Federation. Sponsors for the Purim
Masquerade are Reliant Bank, the
Nashville Federation, Franklin Pargh
Realtor, Take Away Catering,
Simplexity, Mibio and the Nashville
Junior Chamber of Commerce. c

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming

news updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
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We Light Up Your Life!
531 Lafayette Street • 615-843-3300 

Mon. - Fri. 8 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 5
www.hlg.co

May your
Passover be

filled with Love!
From our
Family to 

Your Family

Hermitage 
Lighting 
Gallery

Specials on facebook

Scan the QR Code

Experience Purim in Nashville!
Sherith Israel

Saturday, March 15
Traditional Megillah reading at 8 p.m.

Sunday, March 16 
Morning Megillah reading at 8:30 p.m. 
 Family Megillah reading at 11:45 a.m. 
Hebrew chug for children 2-5 with

Morah Vardit, 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 
Annual Sisterhood Royal Lunch and

Purim Party beginning at 12:45 p.m.
The event, open to the community,
will feature live klezmer music,
spaghetti with meat sauce, and lots of
hamentaschen. The cost is $8 for adults
and $3 for children 3 and over. 

The Temple 

Sunday, March 9
Purim Carnival at 10:30 a.m. featuring

balloon art,  pony rides, petting zoo,
video truck, cookie decorating, inflat-
able attractions and obstacle course,
arts and crafts, pottery design, food
trucks and more. Family passes are
available for purchase. 

Monday March 10
Preschool Purim Party at 2:30 p.m. 

Friday March 14
Pre-Service Oneg at 5:15 p.m. with

Mordechai Mojitos & Purim Punch,

Purim Service and Topsy Turvy Purim
Style Congregational Dinner with
activities for the children beginning at
6 p.m. 

Congregation Micah

Sunday, March 9
The “Frozen” Purimspiel, themed on

the Disney movie, begins at 11:30 a.m.
Dress up in your favorite costume and
bring a pasta box for your “grogger.”
We will drown out Haman’s name and
donate the boxes to Second Harvest
Food Bank. 

The Purim Carnival begins at 12:30
p.m. Enjoy pizza, a cake walk, games,
prizes and fun. Proceeds benefit MiTY
(Micah Temple Youth). 

Friday, March 14
Purim Tot Shabbat for newborns

through pre-K  (and their parents and
grandparents)  begins at 11 a.m. Dress
your tots in their best costume, then
come dance and sing with the rabbi
and Cantor Lisa Silver. 

Friday, March 14 and 
Sunday, March 16
Congregation Micah is partnering in a

service exchange with its neighbor,
Forest Hills United Methodist
Church. On March 14, Micah will
welcome Pastor Jim Hughes to the
bimah for Shabbat service at 7:30

p.m.; when he will speak briefly about
the biblical Book of Esther. Following
services there will be a short question
and answer period. At 10 a.m. March
16, Rabbi Rice will speak on the same
subject from a Jewish perspective at
Forest Hills at  1250 Old Hickory
Blvd. There will be a lunch after the
Sunday service.

Nashville Chabad

Saturday, March 15 
 Festivities begin at 8 p.m. with a

Haman-booing Megillah reading fol-
lowed by a hamantashen-eating con-
test. All participants will receive a spe-
cial Purim gift. 

Sunday, March 16
Get your magic carpet ready this

year and fly to Shushan for the
Purim in Persia Celebration. Enjoy
the festivities in true Persian style,
including savory Persian cuisine.
The event will include opportuni-
ties to observe the four special mitvot
of Purim: the Megillah reading, the
gift sharing of mishloach manot, the
tzedakah giving of natanot l'evyonim
and a grand Persian Style Purim
feast and masquerade party.
Reservations for the dinner are
required and can be made at
www.chabadnashville.com.

All Purim festivities will take place at
the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life,
95 Bellevue Road. For more informa-
tion please call 615-646-5750. Chabad
will also be offering mouthwatering
hamantashen for purchase by the
pound. To place an order, go to
www.chabadchallah.com

Gordon Jewish
Community Center

Friday, March 14
The GJCC’s Early Childhood

Learning Center has many fun-filled
days throughout the year, but one of
the favorites of children and parents
alike is the Purim Parade. At 8:30 a.m.
all of the children will line up – or will
be lined up in their strollers, as the
case may be – and then parade
throughout the GJCC. The costumed
children will be handing out shalach
manot baskets – small gifts of food – to
parents, members, and staff of the
GJCC.

Vanderbilt Hillel 

Saturday, March 15
Shabbat Purim Se’udah at 6 p.m. fol-

lowed by a Megillah reading at 10 p.m.
and a Purim party at 11 p.m. All
events at the Ben Schulman Center
for Jewish Life. 
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Join us, July 13-21, 2014 for our first ever JFNA Campaigners’ Mission. This 
worker-training mission to Israel is based on a Jacksonville model that’s 
been successfully carried out more than 10 times. Campaigners will see 
how our dollars are being used overseas in Israel, learn about Israel today, 
and become more able as Federation advocates. Fundraisers will be 
asked to commit to solicit a minimum of 10 prospects when they return 
home and assist in the 2015 Annual Campaign. This inaugural worker 
training mission will give campaigners firsthand exposure to the impact 
of our Campaign dollars in Israel.  Become a more seasoned Federation 
advocate while having fun and meeting peers from across North America. 
For face-to-face Campaign solicitors.

most successful Federation solicitors

America

experiencing them firsthand and meeting service providers

understanding of the issues Israelis face on a daily basis

Applications available 
from Harriet Schiftan at 
harriet@jewishnashville.org 
and are due April 17, 2014

This program is funded through a New Initiative Grant from the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee to increase leadership and engagement of promising young leaders.

Fully Subsidized Trips for Selected Young 
Leaders ages 27 to 49 on the Campaigners’ 

Mission to Israel - July 13-21, 2014

Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing

Franklin was the perfect collection of knowledge, 
personality, and dedication in helping us find our 
perfect first home. He knows this town, he knows 
the market, and he knows his clients. He made 
the process simple, fun, and a wonderful 
learning experience.  The Mays :)

Franklin Pargh made buying our first home fun and easy!  By 
our side every step of the way, Franklin approached our home 
search with a refreshing blend of professionalism and 
fellowship. Let Franklin help you in search for a new home and 
you will walk away with not only the home of your dreams, but a 
friend as well.  Mary Liza & William Bartholomew

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

franklinpargh.com 

C: 615-351-7333 
O: 615-371-2424

Inaugural fine arts and craft sale benefitting
GJCC will feature Martha Nemer and 41 others

A
rt on the West Side:
Fine Art and Craft Sale
will be held on March
29-30 at the Gordon
Jewish Community
Center (GJCC).

Proceeds will benefit the GJCC art pro-
gram for adults and children as well as
the Melvin Case Christmas for Kids
Foundation.

Art on the West Side will feature the
work of local artist and philanthropist
Martha Case Nemer and 41 other artists
and crafters, most from Tennessee. Their
work will encompass a variety of genres
including painting, photography, jewelry,
woodwork, pottery and textiles. Prices
will range from $50 into the thousands. 

“As there has been a huge influx of
people moving into Westmeade and
Bellevue, we really felt like this year was
the right year to launch Art on the West
Side,” said artist Rhonda Wernick, who
co-chairs the event along with
artist/gallery owner Ron York. “We
would like the public to have options
along with Cheekwood Art & Gardens
and Centennial Art Center when they
are thinking about classes and galleries.”

An opening cocktail reception will
be from 6-10 p.m. on Saturday, March
29. The price is $10 a person. The show
and sale will continue from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Sunday, March 30. Admission
on Sunday is free. Children’s activities
will be hosted by the Frist Center for the
Visual Arts; children must be accompa-
nied by a parent while in the gallery.

The featured artist for the inaugural
of the annual event, Martha Case
Nemer, is known for her eclectic and
inviting oil paintings. Her art career
began as a hobby in the early 1990's
when she became involved in local art

shows and was  inspired by artists such as
Clifford Bailey, Joseph Sulkowski, Rosie
Paschall, the late Creason Clayton and
the late Chuck McHan.  Nemer and the
other artists will be donating a percent-
age of their sales to the GJCC.  

Portions of Nemer’s sales also direct-
ly benefit the charity she began in 2000,

the Melvin Case Christmas for Kids
Foundation.  The foundation was estab-
lished after the death of her charitable
brother, Melvin Case. Since its begin-
ning, the foundation has distributed over
10,000 toys and stuffed animals through
The Upper Cumberland Region United
Way, McNeilly Center, Green Hills

“Perplexed” is an oil painting by Martha
Case Nemer, the featured artist in Art on
the West Side: Fine Arts and Craft Sale,
which will be held March 29-30 at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center. 

Rotary, Renewal House and the Martha
O’Brien Center.  Since 2005 the founda-
tion also has funded two need-based
nursing scholarships at Tennessee
Technological University. 

The GJCC is located at 801 Percy
Warner Blvd. For more information
about the event, call (615) 356-7170. c

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
PASSOVER

THEY SEE
TRAIL HIKES.
YOU SEE
TEAMWORK.
WE SEE 
ONE HAPPY CAMPER.
Start your child’s “summer of a lifetime” at Jewish overnight camp. From 

ziplines to waterskiing to singing under the stars, at camp your child can 

discover who they are while having a total blast. Find your perfect Jewish camp 

today and you might be eligible for $1000 off when you enroll.

OneHappyCamper.org

The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee is 

pleased to offer One Happy Camper incentive grants for qualified campers 

through the generosity of the Foundation for Jewish Camp and local donors 

Shelly and Trish Krizelman.  For more information and to register go to 

www.onehappycamper.org. Questions? Call Harriet Schiftan at 615-354-1687  

or harriet@jewishnashville.org
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Happy
Passover

Community Passover Events
Chabad of Nashville will celebrate Passover this year with two community seders

– its 15th annual family seder plus a classic Hasidic-style seder. 
Both seders will allow participants to experience the freedom of Passover by

singing together and discussing the contemporary relevance of the holiday that
marks the Exodus of our ancestors from Egypt more than 3,000 years ago. The seders
will be interactive and will include classic Hasidic tales and Jewish humor. The
atmosphere will be warm and festive, with elegant meals catered by one of
Nashville's premiere chefs.

 “A Family Friendly Passover Seder” will begin at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, April 14
and last  about three hours.  

 “A Hasidic Seder for the Inquisitive Mind” will begin at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 15 and last about four hours. In this full version of a classic Hasidic seder, par-
ticipants will enjoy a traditional meal while exploring the haggadah and enjoying
various Hasidic tales and melodies. 

Each seder will be take place in the ballroom of the Genesis Campus for Jewish
Life at 95 Bellevue Road. Reservations for both can be made at www.chabad-
nashville.org or by calling (615) 646-5750. For reservations made by March 31, the
cost is $39 per person ($18 for children 4-9; no charge for children under 4). For
reservations made after March 31, the cost will be $49 per person.  

–––––––––
Congregation Micah will hold two seders, a women’s seder in preparation for

Passover and the annual second-night family seder.

 The women’s seder will be at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 8.   It will focus on the role
of women in thedefining story of the Jewish people and explore the evolving story
of liberation of women everywhere. Dinner will not be served, but ritual foods will
be provided. Please bring your favorite dessert to share after the seder. We need to
know how many are coming, so please contact the Micah office at 377-9799 or
office@congregationmicah.org  to reserve your seat. There is no cost for members.
The fee for non-members is $10.

 The annual family seder will be on Tuesday, April 15. Seating begins at 5:30 p.m.
and the seder will begin at 6 p.m. It will include a meal catered by Goldie Shepard.
(A vegetarian meal will be available for those who order it in advance.) Ritual
items will be provided, but families are encouraged to bring their own seder plate so
they will feel “at home.” Reservations are required and can be made by calling 377-

9799 or emailing office@congregationmicah.org.  The cost is $35 for adults ($50 for
non-members) and $20 for children 4-12. There is no charge for children under 4. 

–––––––––
Congregation Sherith Israel will celebrate Passover with two communal seders.

 A seder on the first night of Passover, Monday, April 14. 
 A second-night seder on Tuesday, April 15.

Each begins at sundown and is open to anyone. For information about cost and
how to make reservations, please contact the synagogue office at (615) 292-6614.

–––––––––
The Temple will celebrate Passover with three seders. Each begins at 6 p.m.,

includes a full meal and is open to anyone in the community. 

 Come enjoy a traditional second-night seder with The Temple family on Tuesday,
April 15. 

 On Wednesday, April 16, The Temple continues its decade-long tradition of a
renewal seder for those in 12-step recovery programs, their families and friends.
This seder designed by Rabbi Shana Mackler celebrates the meaning of freedom for
those recovering from addiction. 

 A GLBT seder on Saturday, April 19 will use a haggadah complied and by Rabbi
Mackler that emphasizes the journeys of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered
people and their families and friends to the freedom of a loving and supportive
environment.  

The cost for the second-night seder is $18 for adults, $10 for children under 12 and
$36 for all non-members. Reservations should be made by Monday, April 7 by calling
The Temple at 352-7620. The cost of the renewal and GLBT seders is $15 for adults
and $10 for children 6-12. Reservations should be made by April 7 by contacting Robb
McCluskey at 568-1786 or robbmccluskey@gmail.com. 

–––––––––
Jewish Family Service will sponsor a seder for seniors at 11:30 a.m. Thursday,

April 10 at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. Led by Rabbi Philip ‘Flip’ Rice, the
senior seder is in memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer. 

The cost is $10 per person. Reserve a seat by April 3 by sending a check to the
attention of Anna Sir at Jewish Family Service, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suit 103,
Nashville, TN, 37205. For information, call Anna at 354-1686. c

Bronfman haggadah enters the 
digital world in time for Passover

By ALINA DAIN SHARON
JNS.org

I
n the Exodus story, Moses decides
to rescue his people after he hears
God speak to him through the
burning bush. But when New York
City-based artist Jan Aronson
imagined the famous episode, she

didn’t see a magic fire but rather the broil-
ing sun rising and shining on the desert
brush. In that moment of meditation,
Moses heard the voice within himself that
told him to go confront Pharaoh.

That is just one of the inspirations
behind the illustrations that Aronson
included in The Bronfman Haggadah, a
collaboration with her recently deceased
husband, the renowned Jewish philan-
thropist Edgar Bronfman. The original
hard-cover book will be released as an

app for the iPhone and iPad this month
in advance of Passover.

The app version takes the themes of
the book to a digitial level. It includes
video interviews with Bronfman and
Aronson, narration, animation and
singing of the Passover songs by actors.
The Exodus story does not appear in tra-
ditional haggadahs, but it is told in the
Bronfman hagaddah. The story is narrat-
ed in the app; using animation, it shows
the basket with baby Moses moving
down the river.

“We get a sense of just how monu-
mental it was that this baby was saved,”
Dana Raucher, the executive director of
the Samuel Bronfman Foundation, told
JNS.org. Edgar Bronfman and Aronson
wanted “to get this app out to audiences
that are not necessarily visiting book

Continued on page 14
Illustrator Jan Aronson's depiction of the burning bush episode in the app for The Bronfman
Haggadah.
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Bronfman haggadah 
Continued from page 13
stores or buying hardcover books,”
Raucher said.

Bronfman and Aronson worked on
the hardcover hagaddah over many seders,
after Bronfman had felt dissatisfied with
the texts of traditional haggadahs. He
decided to write his own haggadah.
Aronson was enlisted to illustrate the book. 

“Edgar brought not only the story of
the Passover, and what’s usually in the tra-
ditional seder, but he went beyond that.
He talked about lessons of justice, equality
and ethics in his haggadah and often quot-
ed texts from all sorts of people,” Aronson
said. Bronfman and Aronson also
espoused a humanist view of Judaism that
favors godliness, or living an ethical life,
over the idea of the supernatural God.

“This haggadah is written for a post-
denominational world, a post-gender
world,” Aronson said. “I think what Edgar
(Bronfman) would say is that he is trying
to appeal to the Jew who is not affiliated
with any particular branch of Judaism. I
would like to appeal to all Jews.”

In fact, Aronson said she has given
the Bronfman haggadah to plenty of her
non-Jewish friends, who have loved it. But
she says the haggadah probably does not
appeal to strictly observant Orthodox Jews.

Raucher said the app “allows the user
to take a more in-depth look at some of
the ideas and images that are present in
the Bronfman Hagaddah.” Raucher said.
The app can be sued in” pre-seder prepa-
ration” or to learn about the seder and the
traditions of the seder during the meal
itself, she said.

For instance, in the haggadah,
Aronson illustrated a biblical map.
“There are many people who do not have
a reference as to where certain places were
or what the area really looked like in bib-
lical times,” Raucher said.

Egdar Bronfman, Aronson’s partner
in life and on the haggadah, died last
December. Aronson said she cherishes
the fact that she had the chance “to cre-
ate something as a couple… to be able to
collaborate with him in the last years of
his life.” c
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ABC’s
of Religion in

the Public
Schools

Learn your rights and responsibilities
regarding religious activity in the 
public schools

Presented by the 
Anti-Defamation League 
for students and parents 

in Nashville’s Jewish community

Assess what religious activity is 
allowed

Be prepared to respond to 
insensitive and unconstitutional
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Congregation Micah
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Brentwood, TN  37027

Co-hosted by Congregation Micah
& 

Community Relations Committee of 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville

OF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

Please RSVP to 
Abbie Wolf - 615-354-1637 
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Easy, attractive and nutritious additions for the Passover menu
By HELEN NASH
JTA

F
or those who feel overwhelmed
by Passover because of the
demands of cooking without
leaven, a word or two: That
should not be an obstacle.

After all, on this most cel-
ebrated of Jewish holidays, we are allowed
to eat fish, meat, poultry, eggs, nuts, fruits,
most vegetables and fresh herbs.

All of the following recipes featured
are nutritious, attractive, flavorful and
easy to prepare. They emphasize fresh,
seasonal ingredients, fewer complicated
techniques and stylish, elegant dishes.
What more would you want for Passover?

The seder meals, when we recount
the Exodus story, are the most important
events of the holiday.  Most people,
including me, favor their own tradition-
al menu. Each year I repeat the seder
menu as a way to hold on to cherished
family traditions. These recipes, which
come from the cookbook “Helen Nash’s
New Kosher Cuisine” (Overlook Press),
are offered as additions to your tradition-
al menus. 

BEET SOUP

With their
m a g n i f i c e n t
color, delicious
flavor and vita-
min richness,
beets are one of
my favorite veg-
etables. In the
summer I serve
this soup at room
temperature; in
the winter I like it
hot.

Ingredients:
1 ¼  pounds beets, plus 1 small beet for

garnish
2 tbsps extra virgin olive oil
1 small red onion, sliced
2 garlic cloves, sliced
1 McIntosh apple, peeled and sliced
4 ½  cups vegetable broth
2 tbsps apple cider vinegar
1 tbsp dark brown sugar
Kosher salt 
Freshly ground black pepper

Preparation:
Peel and slice the beets (see note

below). Heat the oil in a medium
saucepan. Add the onion, garlic and
apple, and sauté for 5 minutes. Add the
beets and broth. Bring to a boil over high
heat. Lower the heat and cook, covered,
for about 30 minutes, until the beets are
tender. Cool a little.

While the soup is cooking, wrap the
reserved beet tightly in foil. Bake in a
toaster oven at 400 degrees for 30 min-
utes or until just tender when pierced
with the tip of a paring knife. Cool, slip
off the skin, and grate.

Puree the soup in a blender until
very smooth. Season to taste with the
vinegar, sugar, salt and pepper.

To serve, garnish with the grated
beet; makes 6 servings.

Note: I always wear thin plastic
gloves when I work with beets, as this
avoids staining my fingers with beet
juice, which can be hard to remove.

CHICKEN SALAD WITH
RADICCHIO AND PINE NUTS

This is a
colorful and deli-
cious salad with
an interesting
mixture of tex-
tures and tastes.
The currants
and pine nuts
add an unusual
Mediterranean
piquancy.

Ingredients: 
1 small red onion, very thinly sliced
6 boneless, skinless chicken breasts

(about 6 ounces each)
2 tbsps extra virgin olive oil for greasing

the chicken
Kosher salt 
Freshly ground black pepper
1 head radicchio, shredded

1 to 2 bunches arugula, leaves torn if
they are large

½  cup loosely packed flat-leaf parsley,
finely chopped

Preparation:
Place the onion slices in a small

bowl and cover with cold water. Let
stand for 30 minutes. Drain and pat dry.
Place in a large serving bowl.

Pat the chicken dry with paper tow-
els and grease with oil. Season lightly
with salt and pepper.

Place each chicken breast in the
center of a piece of cling wrap and wrap
it so that it is completely covered. Place
the packages in a steamer, cover and
steam over high heat for about 9 min-
utes. (The inside of the chicken should
still be pale pink.) Turn off the heat and
let stand for 1 minute.

Remove the chicken and cool, still
wrapped. When cool, unwrap the chick-
en and cut it on the diagonal into thin

strips. Place in the bowl with the onions;
makes 6 servings.

SWEET AND SOUR DRESSING

Ingredients:
1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
½  cup (70 g) pine nuts 
½  cup (115 g) raisins or currants
2 tbsps Marsala wine
2 tbsps balsamic vinegar

Preparation:
Heat the oil in a saucepan. Add the

pine nuts and raisins and sauté over low
heat until the pine nuts are lightly gold-
en. Remove from the heat and add the
Marsala and vinegar.

Add the radicchio, arugula, and
parsley to the chicken and onions; toss
with the dressing. Season to taste with
salt and pepper.

Continued on page 16
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Continued from page 15

MARINATED SALMON

This is a variation on the traditional
pickled salmon sold in every Jewish deli-
catessen. The difference: The salmon is
more delicate and less vinegary, and has a
richer color. It makes a perfect Sabbath
luncheon dish.

Ingredients:
6 skinless center-cut salmon fillets

(about 6 ounces each)
1 tsp extra virgin olive oil for greasing

the pan
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper

Preparation:
Preheat the oven to 200 degrees.

Grease a glass or enamel-lined baking
pan that can hold the fillets in a single
layer.

Pat the fillets dry with paper towels
and season them lightly on both sides
with salt and pepper. Place them in the
dish and bake, uncovered, for 25 to 30
minutes, or until cooked to your taste.

Remove the baking pan from the
oven, cover with foil, and let cool com-
pletely. (The fish will continue cooking
outside of the oven.)

MARINADE 

Ingredients:
3 tbsps extra virgin olive oil
4 tbsps white wine vinegar 
1 ½  teaspoons salt

Freshly ground black pepper
1 small red onion, very thinly sliced (see

note below)
15 dill sprigs, snipped finely with scissors,

plus 2 sprigs, snipped, for garnish

Preparation: 
In a medium bowl, whisk together

the olive oil, vinegar and salt. Add pep-
per to taste. Pour the marinade over the
salmon, add the onion and sprinkle with
the 15 snipped sprigs of dill. Cover the
dish with wax paper, then foil and refrig-
erate for 2 to 3 days without turning.

To serve: Bring the salmon to room
temperature. Place on individual plates
along with some of the marinade and
onions. Garnish with the fresh snipped
dill; makes 6 servings.

CHICKEN WITH POTATOES
AND OLIVES

I am always pleased to come up with a
dish that is a meal in itself — one that com-
bines either chicken or meat with vegetables.
This is one of my favorites, and because it is
so easy to make, I often serve it at Passover.
I bake it in an attractive casserole, so it can
go directly from the oven to the table.

Ingredients:
5 tbsps extra virgin olive oil
9 garlic cloves
Kosher salt 
¼  cup (60 ml) freshly squeezed lemon

juice
Leaves from 10 thyme sprigs
Freshly ground black pepper
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts

VOTE IN THE 
DEMOCRAT

PRIMARY ON 
MAY 6TH

Early voting runs 
April 16th thru May 1st

Paid for by Steve Dozier for Judge, 
Aubrey Harwell Treasurer

Easy, attractive and nutritious additions for the Passover menu
(about 6 ounces)

5 plum tomatoes
1 pound Yukon gold potatoes, unpeeled,

quartered
½  cup (pitted black olives, quartered

Preparation:
Preheat the oven to 450 F. With 1

tablespoon of the oil, grease a glass,
ceramic or enamel-lined baking pan that
can hold all the vegetables in a single
layer.

Coarsely chop 4 of the garlic cloves
on a cutting board. Sprinkle with ½  tea-
spoon salt and, using a knife, crush them
into a paste. Place the paste in a small
bowl and combine it with the lemon
juice, 2 tablespoons of the oil, half of the
thyme leaves and pepper to taste.

Pat dry the chicken breasts with
paper towels and season lightly on both
sides with salt and pepper. Coat the
chicken with the mixture and set aside.

Bring a pot of water to a boil. Drop
the tomatoes into the boiling water;
bring the water back to a boil and drain.
Core the tomatoes and slip off the skin.
Cut the tomatoes in half widthwise and
squeeze gently to remove the seeds.
(Some seeds will remain.) Cut the toma-
toes in quarters.

Thickly slice the remaining 5 garlic
cloves and spread them in the prepared
baking pan along with the tomatoes,
potatoes, olives, the rest of the thyme
leaves, and the remaining 2 tablespoons
oil. Season to taste with salt and pepper.
Roast the vegetables, uncovered, for 20
minutes, or until almost tender.

Place the chicken breasts on top of
the vegetables and bake, uncovered, for
5 minutes. Turn them over, spoon on
some pan juices and bake for another 5
minutes, or until the chicken is slightly
pink on the inside. Cover with foil for 1
minute; makes 4 servings.

STIR-FRIED SPINACH

This is a delicious recipe that captures
the very essence of spinach. Now that pre-
washed spinach is available in almost every
supermarket, you can prepare this dish in
minutes.

Ingredients:
20 ounces prewashed spinach
1 ½  tablespoons pine nuts
2 tbsps extra virgin olive oil
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper

Preparation:
Break the stems off the spinach

leaves and discard.
Roast the pine nuts in a toaster oven

on the lowest setting for 1 or 2 minutes
until they are golden. (Watch them care-
fully, as they burn quickly.)

Heat a wok over high heat until hot.
Add the oil. Add the spinach and stir
quickly until it is just wilted, no more
than a minute. Season with salt and pep-
per. With a slotted spoon, transfer the
spinach to a serving dish. Sprinkle the
pine nuts on top; makes 6 servings.

CHOCOLATE MERINGUE
SQUARES

These meringue squares are like cook-
ies, but they are light, chocolaty and surpris-
ingly low in calories. I often serve them at
Passover.

Ingredients:
1 tbsp unsalted margarine for greasing

the pan
½  pound blanched almonds
6 ounces good-quality imported semi-

sweet chocolate, broken into small
pieces

8 large egg whites (see notes)
1 cup sugar

Preparation: 
Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line a 9-

by-13-by-2-inch baking pan with wax
paper and grease the paper with the mar-
garine.

Chop the almonds in a food proces-
sor, in two batches, until medium-fine.
Transfer to a bowl. Chop the chocolate
in the processor until fine, and combine
with the almonds.

Place the egg whites in the bowl of
an electric stand mixer. Using the bal-
loon whisk attachment, beat at high
speed until foamy. Gradually add the
sugar and beat until stiff.

With a large rubber spatula, gently
fold the chocolate-almond mixture into
the egg whites, making a motion like a
figure 8 with the spatula. Do not overmix.

Spoon the batter into the prepared
pan and smooth the top. Bake on the
middle shelf of the oven for 25 to 30
minutes, until a cake tester inserted in
the center comes out 

almost dry.
Cool on a wire rack. Invert onto a

cutting board and peel off the paper. Cut
into 1 1/2-inch (4 cm) squares; makes 3
1/2 dozen squares.

Notes: It is easier to separate the eggs
straight from the refrigerator, when they
are cold. Make sure the whites have come
to room temperature before beating.

To freeze the squares, place them side
by side in an air-tight plastic container,
with  wax paper between the layers. c

YOU CAN DO IT... LET US HELP

Stay Independent, At Home, In Charge®

Quality Attendants, Companions And Sitters
Bonded & Insured, State Licensed 
Excellent References
Celebrating 15 Years of Excellence
Personal Care Assistance At Its Best

2000 Richard Jones Road
Nashville, TN  37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN  37129

615-848-6774  

119 McGrew Street
Shelbyville, TN  37160

931-680-2771
309 N. Jackson Street

Tullahoma, TN  37388
931-222-4080

Thinking about your parents...We can be there when you cannot.

109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8
Franklin, TN 37067
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615.646.1400

two bottles 
of wine.*

time of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases
of gift cards, previous purchases or
discounted, sale or clearance items.
Limit one coupon per customer, per

pires 4/30/2014.

case of wine 
purchase.*

Wine for any wine purchase of 12
750ml bottles or 6 1.5L bottles or

be presented at time of purchase and
cannot be combined with any other

on purchases of gift cards, previous
purchases or discounted, sale or
clearance items. Limit one coupon
per customer, per visit please. No

high gravity beer
purchase of

$20.00 or more.*
Wine for any high gravity beer pur-
chase exceeding $20.00 before

time of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases
of gift cards, previous purchases or
discounted, sale or clearance items.
Limit one coupon per customer, per

pires 4/30/2014.
4/30/2014

Game changer? Israeli company adapts military technology 
to help tennis players improve their performance.

By KARIN KLOOSTERMAN
Israel 21c

A
fter 15 years of develop-
ing technologies for
some of the world’s
biggest defense clients,
three Israeli high-tech
partners started looking

for something new.
Tennis, anyone?
One of the partners, Evgeni

Khazanov, hatched the new idea while
watching his daughter practice tennis.
Why did the sport not have any
advanced tools to help young club play-
ers learn from their own mistakes?

So he and partners adapted the
“brains” of military simulator technolo-
gies to tennis. The result is SmartCourt,
a kiosk-size device that records and ana-
lyzes moves of tennis players, giving
them quick digital feedback that can
help improve their play.

The unit sits on the sidelines, where
it receives video from five strategically-
placed cameras that follow the moves of
both players and the ball. While the sys-

tem can’t turn anyone with a racket into
Roger Federer or Serena Williams
overnight, it can give emerging athletes
useful information about their game: the
speed and depth of their shots, for
instance, or the percentage of their first
serves that are good. 

Chen Shachar imagines the units in
high schools and tennis clubs. And in
the hands of pro-athletes, CourtSmart
can be adapted to suit individual specifi-
cations at a premium cost.

USA Today recently called
CourtSmart a “game-changer” and not
only in to make a pun. The company has
eight systems operating now on courts in
the United States, and plans to sell 4,000
by 2018.

“To just record the match with
video is not a problem. That’s been done
for years,” says Shachar. “We are not just
recording but analyzing players’ positions
and movements. We can take statistics

as well, and tell a player after the match
how much distance he covered, and
what were his unforced errors.”

To manufacture and market their
device, the partners founded PlaySight
four years ago in Kfar Saba, Israel. The
company, which has 11 employees, had
initial funding of  $2.1 million and is
now seeking a new round of investment.
This year it plans to open a sales offices
in New York and London.

In what could be an important
development for PlaySight, Shachar said
the International Tennis Federation has
agreed to allow systems like CourtSmart
at professional matches  — not for real-
time feedback for players but rather as a
way for pro-players to review and
improve their game after the match. It’s
an interesting development for pro ten-
nis, the only sport where coaches are not
allowed on the sideline or to advise their
players in any way during the match. 

Players activate the SmartCourt unit before
starting play.

CourtSmart provides comprehensive data for both players that can be transmitted immedi-
ately to any computer with internet access, even a courtside mobile phone.

What’s up next? Well, PlaySight
started with tennis, but the system can
be adapted to other sports. So keep your
eye on the dribbling ball. The company
is developing a product for the basketball
court. c

Israel 21c is an online magazine and
news service that provides stories about 21st
Century Israel. Its website is
http://israel21c.org. 

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to
www.jewishnashville.org
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HAPPY PASSOVER

(Editor’s note: There have been
numerous news stories over the past year
about Israeli efforts to treat some of the tens
of thousands of Syrian civilians wounded in
their country’s civil war. This report from
Israeli Defense Forces provides an account
from an officer at a military field hospital
built for that purpose.)

M
ore than a year ago,
seven wounded civil-
ians from Syria
approached Israel’s
border in urgent need
of help. Col. Tariff

Bader, a Druze officer, heads an Israeli
field hospital near the border. He began
his IDF service in 1993, and after com-
pleting his medical studies, rose in the
IDF’s ranks to become a senior medical
officer in its Northern Command. 

“They arrived on Shabbat and were
treated by the same people who treat IDF
soldiers in the Golan Heights,” Bader
explained. “The ethical code of the IDF
Medical Corps clearly states that soldiers
must assist anyone who is sick or wound-
ed – whether they are associated with
the enemy or not.”  

The incident on the border began
the IDF’s mission to assist Syrian civil-
ians in need

Recently, the Israeli-Syrian bor-
der has become a focal point of ten-
sion due to the ongoing Syrian rebel-

lion against the regime of President
Bashar al-Assad. The main victims of
this internal conflict are Syrian civil-
ians. According to the United
Nations, at least 100,000 Syrians have
been killed in the fighting over the
past three years.

“When we realized we would be
receiving many patients, we decided to
build a field hospital so that we could
treat people with serious injuries who
require immediate care,” Bader said.
Many of the victims were so badly
injured that they would not have sur-
vived the trip to a civilian hospital.

“There has not been a single case in

which an injured Syrian was denied
medical treatment by the IDF or by a
civilian hospital,” he said. 

The Israeli hospital facility, which
continues to operate today, includes sur-
gery, orthopedics and radiology divisions.
Cases that call for serious operations
require cooperation between the IDF
Medical Corps and civilian medical serv-
ices. Many of the more seriously injured
victims are moved to civilian Israeli hos-
pitals for further treatment. 

Though not a secret, the humanitar-
ian effort is being conducted discreetly.
The field hospital is located close to the
Syrian border, and the IDF wants to

avoid giving the Syrian government a
pretext for attacking Israel. To protect its
Syrian patients from possible retribution
when they return home, the IDF keeps
their identities secret is careful to
remove any indication that they
received care in Israel.

Soldiers who serve in the hospital
are deeply committed to their human-
itarian work. As an expression of
respect for the hospital, people all
over the world have sent gifts to mem-
bers of the medical team. Soldiers
have received everything from cloth-
ing, gift cards and radios from people
abroad, who have also sent gifts
intended for Syrian patients.

A large number of the patients suffer
extreme trauma. After seeing death and
destruction all around them, they carry
difficult memories that are just as painful
as their physical wounds. To ease the
psychological trauma of children, clowns
visit the hospital on a regular basis, giv-
ing the young patients a chance to smile
and laugh.

“I myself am a father,” Bader said.
“The injuries of children leave the great-
est impact on me. I remember a girl
whose femur was completely shattered.
Had our forces not been there to help
her, she would have died or been dis-
abled for the rest of her life. I am hon-
ored to do this work, both as a physician
and a citizen of Israel.”  c

IDF medical personnel work at a military field hospital built near the Syrian border to treat
civilians injured in the civil war raging there. The Israeli effort is discreet and the identities of
those treated is guarded closely so they will not face retribution when they return to Syria. 

IDF officer talks about Israeli military
hospital for Syrian war victims 
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Wishing the Entire
Nashville Community

A Very Happy and Kosher Passover

From Linda and Jay Amsel
Michelle, Larry Kogan and Family

Stacy, Coby Hanai and Family

Two decades on, Russian immigrants a rare case of successful aliyah
TEL AVIV (JTA) — Growing up in

the Urals, Pavel Polev was a precocious ice
skater and a member of the Soviet Union’s
national youth figure-skating team.

But in 1992, the 15-year-old Polev’s
life was upended when he joined the mas-
sive wave of Jews immigrating to Israel
from the crumbling former Soviet Union.
After serving a mandatory three years in
the Israel Defense Forces following high
school, he took a job as a custodian.

Two decades later, Polev is a success-
ful small-business owner and rising politi-
cian. He runs an air-conditioning store
and serves as deputy mayor of Ariel, a
West Bank settlement city that is home
to a large Russian-speaking population.

“It’s impossible to compare now with
the situation 22 years ago,” said Polev, a
member of the Russian immigrant-found-
ed Yisrael Beiteinu party.

Polev’s immigrant success story
resembles those of many of the 1 million
Russian-speaking immigrants who
arrived in Israel in the 1990s. Along with
their descendants, Russian speakers now
comprise nearly one-fifth of all Israelis.

Unlike other immigrant groups that
moved en masse to Israel only to find
themselves poor and socially marginal-
ized, Russian aliyah is by many metrics a
story of resounding success. The Russian
influx has had a palpable impact on
Israeli society, from the countless store-
fronts with signs in Cyrillic characters to
the many Russian-speaking immigrants
who have assumed critical roles in the
highest echelons of Israeli politics.

Though many Soviet immigrants,
especially older ones, still face poverty
and significant cultural barriers, overall
statistics show a community on the rise.
According to a 2013 report by the Adva

Center, an Israeli social policy think
tank, 56 percent of Russian immigrants
in 1992 were in the poorest third of
Israeli society. By 2010, the figure had
dropped to 38 percent. Over the same
period, the percentage of Russians in the
upper third of Israeli earners grew from 10
to 27 percent.

“With any group of new immigrants
in any country you won’t find such a huge
success,” said Natan Sharansky, the
famous Soviet refusenik who now serves
as chairman of the Jewish Agency for
Israel. “If you look at service in the army,
at medicine and science, you can see how
deeply it’s entering Israeli society.”

Russian immigrant success stands
in marked contrast to the ongoing chal-
lenges faced by Ethiopian immigrants,
who arrived in Israel in large numbers at
around the same time. More than half
of Ethiopian Israelis live below the
poverty line, according to the Adva
report. Ethiopians also lag the broader
Israeli public in education and have
salaries about one-third lower than the
average Israeli.

The Russian success owes at least in

part to the education and skills that
enabled them to succeed in an modern
economy. Ethiopians emigrated from an
agrarian subsistence economy and have
struggled to adjust their traditional
lifestyles to a Western society.

“The education there was at a high
level,” said Chen Bram, an expert on
Russian Jewry at Hebrew University’s
Truman Institute. “So their ability to
direct themselves was very high.”

Russian success is all the more star-
tling considering how ill-prepared Israel
was to absorb them when they first
arrived. At the time, stories abounded of
highly trained Russian scientists forced to
take jobs cleaning streets.

“They got here and they felt that
there was no one who was caring for
them,” said Betzalel Shif, a law professor
who immigrated in 1971 from Tashkent,
a Soviet city in Uzbekistan. “Thank God
they understood how to survive in Russia
and survive here.”

Shif was a founding member of the
Zionists Forum, a Russian immigrant
advocacy group that was the precursor
organization to Israel B’Aliyah, a Russian
immigrant party founded by Sharansky
that won seven seats in its first Knesset
election in 1996. The party merged with
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud party in 2003, helping
to cement the mounting political influ-
ence that has been a hallmark of Russian
success and another distinguishing fea-
ture of Russian integration.

Moldovan-born Foreign Minister
Avigdor Liberman’s Yisrael Beiteinu
party, a faction that also counted Russian
immigrants as its primary constituency,
won 15 seats in the 2009 elections before
joining lists with Likud last year.

Liberman is one of two Russian-speaking
ministers and one deputy minister in the
governing coalition, compared to just
two Ethiopians in the entire Knesset.

Polev said Yisrael Beiteinu has
passed the stage of appealing only to nar-
row Russian interests and is now aiming
to present itself as a mainstream party —
a shift that also speaks to the success of
Russian integration. In their first years in
Israel, Russian politics focused largely on
securing government support for commu-
nal priorities. Now Russians are begin-
ning to deal with the consequences of
their successful integration.

“There are some kids who grow up
here and feel bad about their Russianness,
they want to forget their language,” said
Alexey Tashaev, an organizer of the
Russian Israeli youth organization Fishka.
“That’s a problem. On the other hand,
some don’t identify with Israel.”

Even as the community grows more
successful, challenges remain for elderly
Russians and those living in Israel’s eco-
nomically disadvantaged periphery.
Nadejda Tatarenko, 70, who moved from
the Ukraine at 47, said that older immi-
grants often do not receive all of their
government benefits and encounter dis-
respectful conduct at government offices.
But as the Russian community continues
to integrate, she added, such challenges
likely will become a thing of the past.

“For a long time there will still be a
difference between people without roots
here and people who do have them and
who know their rights,” said Tatarenko,
the founder of the non-profit Immigrants
for a Successful Absorption. “Now we
have the third generation, and they’re
Israeli. I don’t see many differences
between them and sabras.” c

Ariel Mayor Pavel Polev, a rising star in
Israeli politics, worked as a custodian when
he first arrived in Israel in 1992.
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6 DEGREES (NO BACON)

Celebrity Jews in the news
Stones will get $4.5 million for
June 10 concert at Ramat Gan 

It’s official. The Rolling Stones
have struck a deal to rock out in Israel on
June 10 at Tel Aviv’s Ramat Gan
Stadium, The Jerusalem Post reports.  The
Stones will get $4.5 million, the most
ever offered to an artist to perform in
Israel. Other big names joining Mick
Jagger, Keith Richards and company to
play Israel this year are Neil Young,
Justin Timberlake and Lady Gaga. 

Brooks, Reiner, Allen render
praise unto Sid Caesar 

The death of Sid Caesar last month
at the age of 91 brought plaudits from
several of his former writers and
comedic heirs.

“Inarguably he was the greatest sin-
gle monologist and skit comedian we
ever had,” Carl Reiner told The
Hollywood Reporter. “Television owes
him a debt of gratitude for his pioneering
work and the great shows he gave us all.
He deserves real applause from the
American people.”

Said Mel Brooks: “Sid Caesar was a
giant — maybe the best comedian who
ever practiced the trade. And I was priv-
ileged to be one of his writers and one of
his friends.”

And Woody Allen sent this state-
ment to The Reporter: “He was one of the
truly great comedians of my time, and one
of the finest privileges I’ve had in my entire
career was that I was able to work for him."

Caesar, born in Yonkers to immi-

grant parents from Poland and Russia,
began his career playing the saxophone
and doing some comedy in the Catskills.
His breakout gig was the weekly live
comedy program of the early 1950s,
“Your Show of Shows.” 

Silverstein’s The Giving Tree
turns 50, goes digital 

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein,
turns 50 this year, and to mark the occa-
sion — and to celebrate four other titles
by the late author published in 1964 —
the classic kids’ book will make its digital
debut via HarperCollins, according to
The Hollywood Reporter. This is espe-
cially notable given that Silverstein
never even allowed paperback editions
of his books.

Tree will now be accessible to a
high-tech generation that might not be
into picking up one of the print copies,
of which there are over 10 million. And
more e-books means fewer trees getting
reduced to (spoiler alert) nothing more
than stumps for old guys to sit on.

Schwimmer to star in ABC
show based on hit Israeli comedy 

In his first big TV role since Ross on
“Friends,” David Schwimmer will star in
ABC’s “Irreversible,” according to The
Hollywood Reporter. The show is based
on “Bilti Hafich,” the hit original come-
dy on Israeli broadcast TV.

Schwimmer, who is also producing
the series, will play Andy, one half of
an “eccentric, self-absorbed couple”

that is great at leaving a trail of hijinks
in their wake.

Here’s the lowdown Schwimmer’s
character from the Hollywood Reporter:
Andy is “a writer with two books under
his belt — one that did very well and one
that was a complete failure. Now working
part-time at a university conducting writ-
ing workshops, he has had a hard time
mustering up the energy/resources to
write his next novel, especially since his
baby daughter was born.  Andy is a pes-
simist and one prone to extremes. He’s a
classic only child – spoiled and with a ten-
dency to complicate things and get into
trouble. But he will always avoid conflict.
He masks his low self-esteem with sar-
casm, which often leads to blowing up
emotionally charged situations.”

Segahl Avin, who created the Israeli
original, will write, direct, and executive
produce “Irreversible.” 

Portman’s hubby Millepied 
aiming for conversion

Benjamin Millepied has always been
open to wife Natalie Portman’s religion.
The two married in a Jewish ceremony
and named their child Aleph. Now the
choreographer will be joining the tribe
officially.

In an interview with Yediot Ahronot,
Millepied said he is “in the middle of the
conversion process… I hope that soon it
will come to an end and I will become a
Jew,” adding that being Jewish is “very
important to me.” He made no mention
of which denomination is handling the
conversion.

While the couple will soon move to
Paris for Millepied’s job as director of
dance at the Paris Opera Ballet, he said
in the interview that he hopes to make
Israel their second home someday. The
couple is currently in Israel, where
Portman is directing an adaptation of
Amos Oz’s A Tale of Love and Darkness. c

6 Degrees (No Bacon) is a regular
roundup of news about Jewish celebrities by
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
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OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI PHILIP “FLIP” RICE

“Esther had not made known her people
or her descent…”
Megilat Esther 2:10

A
few years back a move-
ment began at Hillel on
college campuses called
Ask BIG Questions.
Knowing that so much
of the spiritual quest in

Judaism is based on questions, this year
at Congregation Micah we have done
just that. We are asking big questions,
ones that concern all of us. Hard ques-
tions like how we should reduce the
deficit are difficult to answer.  Big ques-
tions are those that everyone can answer
-- like how will you be better this year.
This month Micah is abuzz with the
question: When do you conform? Asked
purposely in the Month of Adar, as we
lead up to Purim, the holiday of masks
and miracles, we are curious to hear
when people are proud to conform, and
when people regret it.

To conform is to act in acceptance
or harmony with the rules or to comply
with certain outside cultural expecta-
tions. It often entails surrendering our
own will or autonomy to go along with
the crowd. But does it mean only deny-

ing some part of our
individuality or giving
up our self-expression?
Conforming can mean
failing to listen to our
inner moral voice, as
when we don’t speak
up in the face of wrong
or speak truth to power.
On the other hand,

conforming can also be a good thing,
like when we follow the mitzvot or keep
our promises to others, to ourselves and
to God.

Leaders lead. They can also follow,
but they don’t do what others are doing
merely because other people are doing it.
True leaders have the courage to see not
only what is but also what could be. So
they often march to a different future.
Abraham, for example, left home in order
to forge a new path in history. He was pre-
pared to be different. So the sages call him
ha-ivri, the Hebrew, because, “all the
world was on one side (be-ever echad) and
he was on the other.” (Genesis Rabbah
42:8) Mordecai too was a non-conformist.
“And all of the King’s servants in the
palace gate bowed down and prostrated
themselves before Haman. Such was the
king’s orders concerning him. But
Mordecai would not bow down nor pros-
trate himself before him.” (Esther 3:2)

Abraham was told at the start of his
mission to leave his land, birthplace and
parents’ home. In doing so he freed him-
self from the pressure to conform.
Throughout the centuries, the Jewish
people have been a striking example of a
group that has refused to assimilate too
much into the dominant culture or con-
vert to the dominant faith. This ability
to learn from outside influences while
maintaining our uniqueness has defined
us over time. Throughout history Jews
have always stood uncompromisingly for
the principles of justice, compassion and
humility. So after the Shoah, many peo-
ple were haunted by the question of why
so many other people and nations either
actively participated with or silently
acquiesced to a regime they knew was
committing one of the great crimes
against humanity.

Judaism brings holiness into our
lives. In our daily decisions, we should
always examine whether our reasons jus-
tify our actions. When we find ourselves
in an unfamiliar situation, first we should
ask ourselves whether the actions we
observe others performing are consistent
with our own principles, before thought-
lessly and automatically adopting them.
Let’s say you find yourself in a situation
in which you want to impress and be
accepted by others. Ask yourself whether

your actions conflicts with your moral
code. Maybe they don’t. But if they do,
are you willing to compromise your own
opinion of yourself simply so others will
have a higher one of you? Is this really
the kind of community you want to be a
part of?

On Purim we wear masks. Masks
both conceal and create. They hide
what we choose to hide and reveal what
we want to reveal. Alcohol, too, is a
mask we wear, revealing what we may
wish to deny later. Costumes permit us
to assume styles that might otherwise
clash with the persona we normally
project. Properly selecting our daily
masks is a hard-worn skill of us well-
adjusted diaspora Jews. Mordecai was
proudly and outwardly a Jew. Esther is
our heroine because she was able to
reveal her true character at the right
moment. Neither accepted the values of
others for the illusion of community.
Each of us too will be tested time and
again. Learn from all things but also lis-
ten to your inner voice. True communi-
ty is born when we conform to the cus-
toms of what is right rather than what is
merely popular. c

Philip “Flip” Rice is the co-senior rabbi
of Congregation Micah where he shares the
pulpit with his wife, Rabbi Laurie Rice.

Rabbi Philip
“Flip” Rice

When Do You Conform?

Community attitudes shine through in Akiva students
By JESSICA FARMER

A
s I reflect on my second
year as the general stud-
ies kindergarten teacher
at Akiva School, the
word “hospitality”
comes to mind.  Prior to

accepting the position last year, I won-
dered how a non-Jewish instructor would
fit into a Jewish school.  What I have
learned is that the Akiva community is
welcoming to all.  

Having had the privilege of sharing
Shabbat dinners in the homes of some of
my students, I have observed how these
families practice the rituals of their reli-
gion: Entire extended families routinely

gathering on Friday
evening, not using
knives during Shabbat
as a symbol of peaceful-
ness, cooking in the
morning so the meal is
ready before sunset,
welcoming college stu-
dents into their homes

to share the Shabbat meal.   
To experience the sense of communi-

ty and ritual that shape my kindergarten
students’ life has been a gift to me as a
teacher.  These experiences shape their
personal value systems and, in turn, their
social behavior among their peers.  The
children are preparing to be inquisitive
learners and thoughtful community mem-

bers who welcome others into their world.   
Our students are engaged in an inclu-

sive practice at home long before they
enter Akiva’s kindergarten.  My job is to
bridge their home values to peer-oriented
work and play in the classroom.  These
roots of community building are why I
love teaching kindergarten, and it requires
vigorous daily work by our children.

During my graduate work at Erikson
Institute in Chicago, we studied Lev
Vygotsky, a pioneer in the exploration of
how social interaction between teacher
and child influences the child’s cognitive
development.  His work from the early
1900’s led to what educators call the
Constructivist Movement today. 

Vygotsky writes that the teacher
must first watch and learn about the
children,  determining where they are in
their social, cognitive and physical

development.   The teacher’s job is to
embrace each child’s unique place in his
or her growth and then help each con-
tinue to grow.  

Vygotsky explains that the relation-
ship between teacher and child is like
that of a gardener and her plants: She
first assesses how much or how little
water and sun the plants receive at a
given time.  Only after this careful con-
sideration can the teacher determine the
next instruction.  

I’m honored to join our kindergarten-
ers and their families each day through our
work in the classroom.  It’s a privilege to
continue to nurture the journey of the
children’s learning and growth that began
inside their welcoming homes. c

Jessica Farmer is the general studies
kindergarten teacher at the Akiva School.

Jessica Farmer
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OPINION

Imam’s column leaves important questions unanswered
By MICHAEL DOBRIN

I
n a column last month in The
Observer, Imam Ossama Bahloul
wrote about “benefit(ing) from a
society that promotes religious
pluralism,”  but he didn’t note that
Islamists are using this freedom to

promote an intolerant political/religious
system. How much religious pluralism
exists in Saudi Arabia? Or Iran? Or
Egypt, where the imam was educated?

The imam quoted the Koran, using
peaceful Meccan verses to support his
opposition to terrorism.  Did he deliber-
ately omit later Medinan verses that
abrogate the verses he quoted? For exam-
ple, he cited the verse that says killing
one innocent person is the equivalent of
killing all of humanity. The actual verse,
5:32, says that this commandment was

given to the Jews. The very next verse,
5:33, directs the Muslims to wage jihad.

Our Western notion of "innocent”
victims of terror is different from the view
of some Muslims. Would the victims of
the Boston Marathon bombing, the 9/11
attack or the Fort Hood attacker be con-
sidered innocent by the imam? What
about the Army private killed in Little
Rock by a self-proclaimed jihadist. 

The professed desire for bridge build-
ing between the mosque and The Temple,
while well intentioned, should be tem-
pered by a little healthy skepticism. A
subsequent event at the mosque included
Muslim Brotherhood leader Jamal
Badawi, who was named as an unindicted
co-conspirator in the federal court case
against the Holy Land Foundation for
funneling money to Hamas. 

The myth of rampant

"Islamophobia" has been advanced by
apologists who confuse scrutiny of
Islamic extremism with anti-Muslim big-
otry. Comparisons have been made
between current attitudes toward local
Muslims and historical anti-Semitism
that culminated in the Holocaust. Such
comparisons are an unforgivable insult to
the victims of Hitler's Final Solution,
which was supported by Islamist leader-
ship at the time. Religious leaders in the
Islamic world continue to make positive
references to the “final solution.” 

In the column that accompanied the
imam’s, Dr. Frank Boehm referred to his
family's connection to the Holocaust and
the importance of “speaking out before it
is too late as occurred in Germany. Very
few people were true Nazis." It can also be
said that very few, or at least not all
Muslims, are Islamists. At the same time,

we don’t hear much opposition from the
Muslim community when their leader-
ship spreads anti-Semitic rhetoric remi-
niscent of the Nazis. In fact, what we are
seeing, is the advocacy of the anti-Israel
BDS (boycott, divest and sanction)
movement by local Islamist activists
along with the establishment of an
Israel/Jewish hate group, Students for
Justice in Palestine, at the University of
Tennessee-Knoxville.

The opportunity the imam was
given to address the Jewish community
in The Observer was a generous gesture.
His rambling piece contained little sub-
stance and, as Dr. Boehm suggested, left
many questions unanswered. c

Michael Dobrin is a spokesperson for
the local chapter of the National Conference
on Jewish Affairs. 

letters to the editor
To The Editor:
In his recent guest column, Imam

Ossama Mohamed Bahloul stated, “I
condemn with the strongest language
possible any act of terrorism.”  He went
on to explain the elements of scripture
and religious teaching in which his rejec-
tion of terrorism is grounded.

Dr. Frank Boehm's explanation
(apology?) for the imam's column
referred to Imam Ossama's “seemingly
strong condemnation,” suggesting that it
left unspecified questions open. What
stronger language could Dr. Boehm
require in order for the imam's condem-
nation of terrorism to go beyond being
“seemingly strong?” I believe that Imam
Ossama deserved a more respectful
acknowledgement.

Sincerely,
Donna Krupkin Whitney, MD

•
To The Editor,
On  Feb. 10 my husband and I went

to the Gordon Jewish Community
Center to hear David Olesker, who was
advertised as an expert on how to be an
effective advocate for Israel.

Being an Israeli and an advocate for
Israel and its future, I was deeply offend-
ed by his general tenor and many of his

comments.  His approach is to use misin-
formation to promote Israel's image. For
example, he promotes not answering
questions about Israeli policies, but
instead asking complex questions for
which there is no answer. He suggests
using tactics such as blocking call-in
lines to radio talk shows so that callers
who may have other opinions regarding
Israel will not be heard or creating media
events for television news. He even sug-
gested a set for the next solidarity-with-
Israel event: “Have 6-year-old girls
dressed in white sing peace songs with
thousands of Christians.”

Mr. Olesker emphasized that facts
and statistics are not important. Rather
we need to use visual images and lan-
guage that evoke emotions to reach peo-
ple with our “advocacy.”  He suggested
not using the term “Palestinian” but
“Arab,” a word that he believes elicits
negative feelings. To emphasize the
point, he cited a cartoon featuring an
Arab woman covered with Chador push-
ing a stroller as another woman looks
into it and says, “How quickly they blow

up!”  His negative stereotypes of Arabs
bordered on hate talk.  What would we
say if someone suggested, "Don't say
Israelis, just say Jews,” and talked about
an anti-Semitic cartoon?

We believe that bringing such
speakers to the community is disservice
to Israel and the community as well.

Ruth Smith, co-chair
J Street Nashville 



24 March 2014 The Observer

lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Joseph Friedman was called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah
on Feb. 1 at
Congregation Micah.
Joseph is the son of Lisa
Friedman and brother
of Isaac Friedman. His
grandparents are Kay
and Dan Friedman,
Renee Friedman, and
Michel Melin. He is
named for his late great-grandfather,
Joseph Friedman (1900-2000).

Joseph is a seventh grader at Martin
Luther King Jr. magnet school in
Nashville. He has a second degree black
belt in mixed martial arts, plays the
French horn in his school band and
enjoys reading, math, and computer
games. The Little Pantry That Could is a
small, volunteer-run food bank in
Joseph’s neighborhood. He chose to help
collect food and other items for them for
his mitzvah project.

Jacob Solan was called to the Torah
as a bar mitzvah on Feb.
15 at Congregation
Micah. Jacob is the son
of Judy and Todd Solan
and the brother of Sara.
His grandparents are
Robert Solan of Las
Vegas, NV and the late
Sandra Solan and  Ruth
and Elliot Crane.

Jacob is a seventh grade honors stu-
dent at Hillsboro School in Leipers Fork,
TN. For his extracurricular activities,
Jacob plays the alto saxophone in band
and jazz band, gives his creative energy
to his Destination Imagination team and
runs distance events in track and field.
In his spare time, Jacob loves to go fish-
ing. He also enjoys being in nature, play-
ing soccer, going to the beach, drawing,
geography, and listening to music.

For his mitzvah project, Jacob regu-
larly picks up trash at his favorite fishing
spot on the Harpeth River in Franklin.
Over the course of his project, he has
collected more than 110 pounds of trash!
Jacob will also be donating a portion of
his bar mitzvah gift money to the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel
(SPNI). At his bar mitzvah, Jacob left a
basket of clean up kits so that his guests
can take a kit and continue the mitzvah
of cleaning up a favorite place in nature.

Benjamin David Robbins will be
called to the Torah as a
bar mitzvah on March 1
at The Temple.
Benjamin was born on
August 24, 2000. His
parents are Cherie and
Ivan Robbins. His
grandparents are James
and Marilyn Ryan of
Cleveland, OH, James P.
Robbins and Barbara Kahn of New York
City and the late Lynn Reese and
Barbara Robbins.  

For his mitzvah project, Benjamin
volunteered with the Luke Abbate 5th
Quarter Foundation, which raises aware-
ness of reckless driving and organ dona-
tion. Benjamin is the 7th grade at the
University School of Nashville. His
interests include sports, especially

lacrosse, swimming and golf, music,
movies and hanging out with his family,
friends and dogs.

Anabel Blackford will be called to
the Torah as a bat mitz-
vah on March 1 at
Congregation Micah.
Anabel is the daughter
of Jenni and Rob
Blackford and the
younger sister of Emma.
She is the granddaugh-
ter of Terri and Rick
Urbano of Nashville
and Jana Jones of Springfield, TN.

A seventh grader at J.T. Moore
Middle School, Anabel is first chair in
clarinet and is on the principal’s list. She
is also active in the theater community
and enjoys hanging out with friends at
the movies and the pool. For her volun-
teer project, Anabel is working as a peer
actor for the Sense Theatre, an acting
intervention program for children with
autism spectrum disorders.

Samara Kirith will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah
on March 8 at
Congregation Micah.
Samara is the daughter
of Leslie Kirby and
Craig Smith, the sister
of Eli Kirith and half-
sister of Aaron Novick.
Her grandparents are
Linda and David Kirby of Richmond, KY,
and Edith and George Smith, of blessed
memory, formerly of Hanover, MA.     

Samara is a seventh grader at Martin
Luther King Jr. Magnet School, where
she is a member of the French Club and
Girls United. She’s a (somewhat reluc-
tant) math whiz, has been selected for
the Duke Talent Search and was one of
only six seventh graders chosen for a
poetry workshop through Southern
Word and the NCAA.

Samara brings energy and creativity
to everything she does. She loves
singing and songwriting, plus playing
the piano and now learning the guitar.
She has a black belt in karate, a Girl
Scout Bronze Award and iwill receive
her Silver Award later this year. She also
loves reading, photography, social
media, and fashion. 

For her mitzvah project, Samara is
helping out with the Micah Kids’ Choir.
She chose this project because it com-
bines her passion for music with her love
of working with kids. Samara also co-
wrote a song with Lisa Silver celebrating
the rest and peace of Shabbat, which will
hopefully become part of the Micah
Friday night canon.

Ryan Rothholz will be called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah
on March 22 at
Congregation Micah.
Ryan is the son of
Sheryl and Steven
Rothholz and brother to
Judi and Courtney.  He
is the grandson of Diane
and Robert Nash and
Beverly Rothholz and
the late Irwin Rothholz.

Ryan is a seventh grader at Croft
Magnet Middle School. He enjoys sci-
ence and music. Ryan enjoys competi-
tive soccer and is a goalkeeper for the
U-13 boys team at Tennessee Soccer
club. For his mitzvah project, Ryan
chose to benefit St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Mazel Tov
Sam Perlen, son of Joe and Maxine

Perlen, was elected the 90th Grand
Aleph Godol (president) of AZA
International last month at the BBYO
International Convention in Dallas. .
Sam, the son of Joe and Maxine Perlen,
is now holds the highest elected position
in the world’s largest pluralistic Jewish
teen movement, with more than 42,000
members worldwide. Sam, a member of
Athens of the South AZA #258 in
Nashville, is the first local BBYO mem-
ber to hold the international’s highest
office. 

The artwork of Akiva School stu-
dents Iris Hanai, Grace Cleveland, Davi
Wolf and Ilanit Sedek won awards in
the 2014 Ravsak Judaic Art Contest,
which received more than 400 entries
from Jewish day schools around the
country. Akiva students swept the sculp-
ture/three dimension category for ele-
mentary school students: Iris took 1st
place for her depiction of the Garden of
Eden, Grace took  2nd place for a sculp-
ture of a scene from creation, and Davi
won 3rd place for her paper “caterpillar
timeline” showing scenes from the seven
days of creation. Ilanit took 3rd place in
the middle school visual arts category for
“The Journey,” a painting/collage that
depicts a scene from Devarim (Exodus). 

Akiva School student Jaden Levin,
the son of Daniel and Kristine Levin, has
earned the Webelos Cub Scout Aleph
Medal through the Boy Scouts of
America. Jaden has been working on the
requirements of this medal for about a
year now. 

Births
Juno Mizuno Charney was born on

January 30, 2014 in Northampton
Massachusetts.  His proud parents are
Sydne Record and Noah Charney of
Sunderland Massachusetts.  Juno is the
grandson of  Sharon Charney of
Nashville.  Juno’s Hebrew name is
Yonatan in memory of his late paternal
grandfather, Jonathan Charney.  

Sympathy
. . . to the family of Barbara Gilbert

Feldman, who died on Jan. 24 at her
home in Charlotte, NC. She was 75.
Bobbie was born in Nashville, graduat-
ed from West End High School and
attended the University of Alabama.
She raised her family primarily in
Wichita, KS, where she enjoyed work-
ing at Jeri's Department Store and
Century 21 Real Estate with her hus-
band, Jerry Feldman. She had lived in
Charlotte since 2001 after moving from
Las Vegas, where she and her husband
had retired. Jerry passed away in
December of 2012. She is survived by
her daughter, Staci (Darren) Mond of
Charlotte; son, Andrew Feldman of Las
Vegas, and sister, Arlene G. (Kenneth)
Lyons of Nashville. Services were on
Jan. 26 in Charlotte. 

. . . to the family of Dan Arie
Pankowsky, M.D., 58, of Franklin who
died on Jan. 25 after a battle with can-
cer. Born in Baltimore to Dr. Jaime and
Mrs. Hannah Pankowsky, he graduated
with a degree in engineering from
Washington University and went on to
earn a master’s degree in engineering
from Rice University and a medical

degree from the University of Texas. Dr.
Pankowsky, a partner at Pathologist
Laboratory PC in Hermitage, was an
avid scuba diver and a patron of the
arts. In addition to his parents, he is sur-
vived by his wife, Jill Melody
Pankowsky; children, Nathan
Pankowsky, Shirit Pankowsky and
Raquel Pankowsky; step-children,
Gabrielle Burger, Dani Gershon and
Moshe Gershon; grandchild, Riley
Burger; sister, Dr. Helen Pankowsky
Alonso, and parents, Dr. Jaime and Mrs.
Hannah Pankowsky. Funeral services
were on Jan. 27 at Congregation
Sherith Israel with Rabbi Saul Strosberg
and Rabbi Yitzhok Tiechtel of The
Chabad Center officiating. Burial was
at the the Sherith Israel Cemetery. The
family asks that any memorial dona-
tions be made to the Hadassah Medical
Organization or Alive Hospice. In addi-
tion, the family wishes to extend sin-
cere thanks to Dr. Eric Raefsky at
Tennessee Oncology.

. . . to the family of Eva
Mendelsohn (Rivka bat Anshel Noach
v’Sema), who died on Jan. 28 at the age
of 98. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Murdock Mendelsohn, and
her son, Leonard Mendelsohn.
Survivors include her children, Joan
Mehlman and Max Edward (Lisa)
Mendelsohn; grandchildren, Daniel
(Michelle) Mehlman, Ross (Jessica)
Mehlman, David (Ronny) Mendelsohn,
Joseph (Maricel) Mendelsohn and
Moshe (Valerie) Mendelsohn, and great
grandchildren, Madison, Maya, Poppy
and Marea Mehlman, and Noah and
Lior Mendelsohn. 

The funeral was on Jan. 30 at West
End Synagogue with burial at Sherith
Israel Cemetery. 

. . . to the family of Dr. Robert
"Bob" Brod, 65, who died peacefully at
his home on Feb. 1. Bob was a loving
husband, father and grandfather who
will be missed by many. He was preceded
in death by his father, Charles Brod. He
is survived by his mother, Ella Brod; wife,
Vickie Brod; daughter, Nicole Brod; son
in-law, Shawn Glinter; grandson, Jordan
Brod-Glinter, and sister, Della Brod.
Services were at West End Synagogue
with burial in KKAI Cemetery.
Donations may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital or the
charity of the donor’s choice.  

. . . to the family of Clyde Saunders
Lilly, 79, who died on Feb. 2 in Texas.
He was the father of Susan Elizabeth
Pankowsky of Nashville and grandfa-
ther of Nathan Shimon Pankowsky,
Shirit Elisheva Pankowsky and Raquel
Aviva Pankowsky.  Other survivors
include a son, Michael Russell
(Elizabeth) Lilly; a daughter, Martha
Lilly; grandchildren James Lilly, Sara
Lilly and Matthew (Yuri) Mauldin; and
a great-grandchild, Sergio Alexander
Mauldin. Mr. Lilly was born to Milford
Clyde Lilly and Elizabeth Saunders Lilly
in Houston, Texas. In addition to his
parents, he was predeceased by his sister
Betty Stewart. Memorial donations may
be made to Jewish Family Service in
Nashville.

In Remembrance
The unveiling for the headstone of

Carolyn M Bertram will be at 2 p.m.
on March 10 at West End Synagogue
cemetery. 

Joseph
Friedman 

Jacob Solan 

Benjamin David
Robbins 

Anabel
Blackford 

Samara Kirith 

Ryan Rothholz 
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

around the town
Comic Naturman to
headline March 29
fundraiser for Micah 

Comedian Dan Naturman will have
the community laughing out loud at
Congregation Micah’s annual comedy-
night fundraiser at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 29. LOL@Micah will include an
open bar, hors d’oeuvres, fun and of
course – comedy.

Tickets are available at Micah for $50
per person. Patron-level admission, which
includes two tickets, is available at several
levels: $250 – LOL (Laughing Out Loud),
$500 – LMKO (Laughing My Kop Off),
$1,000 –LMTO (Laughing My Toches
Off), $5,000 – ROTSL (Roll On The
Schtok Laughing). For more information
call the Micah office at 615-377-9799 or
email office@congregationmicah.org.

Naturman began performing stand-
up comedy as a student at Fordham
University School of Law. After graduat-
ing, he decided to turn his back on the
law and devote himself to comedy full
time. He has a charming, self-deprecat-
ing, sharp-tongued style of comedy.  His
CD, “Get Off My Property,” was widely
praised for its ability to twist usually
humorless topics into amusing ideas.. He
was the favorite of celebrity judges Drew
Carey and Brett Butler on Last Comic
Standing Season 2 and has made several
appearances on Late Show with David
Letterman and Late Nite with Conan
O’Brien.

J Street VP to
speak in Nashville 

Alan Elsner, vice president of com-
munications for J Street, will speak at 3
p.m. on Sunday, March 23 at the Loew's
Vanderbilt Plaza.

The topic of his talk will be, “Peace
Now or Never?” The event is free and
open to the public.

J Street is a liberal Jewish advocacy
group that sees peaceful, diplomatic
efforts towards a two-state solution to
the Israeli-Palestinian dispute as essen-
tial for Israel’s future. Elsner joined J
Street in 2012. A veteran journalist, he
covered the U.S. State Department and
later was White House correspondent for
the Reuters news agency. 

Nashville youth 
invited to participate
in J-Serve, 
international day 
of service 

Jewish youth in Nashville are invited
to participate in J-Serve, an international
day of volunteering and service that will
take place on Sunday, March 30. 

J-Serve provides youth in grades 6-
12 an opportunity to fulfill the Jewish
values of gemilut chasidim (acts of loving
kindness), tzedakah (just and charitable
giving) and tikkum olam, repair of the
world. Across the globe, teens will join
together to make their community and
the world a better place. 

Last year more than 70 youth
helped out at various sites around
Nashville. This year all those who par-
ticipate in Nashville will go to one site
so that they can see what a powerful
impact they can make together. This
year’s participants in Nashville’s J-Serve
event will go to Rosebank Elementary
School in East Nashville, where they
will do different tasks such as gardening,
painting murals in the hallways, painting
classrooms and cleaning. 

Participants will be bused from their
religious schools or the Gordon Jewish
Community Center JCC to Rosebank.
BBYO, NFTY, USY, The Temple, West
End Synagogue, Congregation Micah,
Sherith Israel, and the GJCC are all
ensuring that 2014 J-Serve in Nashville
will be successful and bring together as
many teens as possible to help serve the
local community. 

For more information, call Sheri
Rosenberg, BBYO Program Associate, at
615-354-1659 or email her at sherirosen-
berg@bbyo.org. 

Cooper to address
Mid-East situation in
talk at The Temple

Rep. Jim Cooper (D-Tenn.) will be at
The Temple on Monday, March 31 to give
an update on the Middle East. Cooper’s
address, “What's Going on in the Middle
East,” will begin at 7 p.m. His appearance
is sponsored by J Street Nashville and is
free and open to the public.

BBYO Spaghetti
Supper set for 
April 13

BBYO will have its annual Spaghetti
Supper fundraiser on April 13 at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center. 

This will be one of the best
Spaghetti Suppers yet, with great food,
surprise live entertainment and a bake
sale. Tickets are $5 a person or $20 for a
family. For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact Jonah Neuman at
jonahneuman15@mybga.org

Annual Cohens and
Kellys event set for
April 1 

B'nai B'rith Maimonides Lodge #46
and the Council 544 of the Knights of
Columbus will hold the 44th annual
interfaith Cohens and Kellys Dinner on
Tuesday, April 1 at the Catheral of the
Incarnation. 

This year the meal and speaker will
be provided by the Knights. The social
hour begins at 6 p.m. The cost is $10 for
Maimonides Lodge members and $20 for
non-members. 

Please mail your check payable to
B’nai B’rith to Michael Gryll, 816
Highland Crest Drive, Nashville, TN
37205. For more information, call
352-7070.

Wendy Mogel’s
lecture at Micah will
kick off study of her
parenting books 

Dr. Wendy Mogel, internationally
acclaimed clinical psychologist, lectur-
er, and New York Times bestselling
author, will discuss her two books on
parenting at 4 p.m. on March 2 at
Congregation Micah. Mogul’s appear-
ance kicks off a six-week study of her
book, The Blessing of a Skinned Knee.
Both her lecture and the book study are
free and open to the public. 

Following her lecture, Dr. Mogel
will be available for book signing during
a reception. Childcare will be provided
for those who have registered prior to the
event. To register, contact Congregation
Micah’s office at 615-377-9799 or at
office@congregationmicah.org. 

The book study sessions will be led by
Congregation Micah’s Rabbi Laurie Rice
and Education Director Julie Greenberg,
as well as Alina Spaulding, head of Akiva
School. Sessions run consecutively at
9:30 a.m. on Sundays from February 2 to
March 9 at Congregation Micah. 

Congregation Micah is thankful for
their presenting sponsors, the Jewish
Federation and Jewish Foundation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, Akiva
School, Micah Children’s Academy and
the Early Childhood Learning Center at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center.

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

Advertise in our
Professional 

Services 
Directory

Reach thousands of readers
in the Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee area 
by taking advantage of 
this cost-effective way 

to reach a loyal 
repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,
Advertising Manager 

to Place Your
Professional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail 

carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
2000 Glen Echo Rd., Suite 113

Nashville, TN 37215
Ph. 615-371-2467 x3 • Mobile 615-300-6640

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com
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Celery
Bunch 99¢

With Card

Kosher Chicken 
Leg Quarters
Fresh 389

With Card

Yehuda
Memorial 
Candle 

3 oz

89¢
With Card

Manischewitz 
Macaroons 

Select Varieties, 
10 oz

399
With Card

599
With Card

Manischewitz 
Gefi lte Fish 

Select Varieties, 
24 oz

599
With Card

799
With Card

399
With Card

Savion 
Fruit Slices 
8 oz 549

With Card

Kedem 
Grape Juice 

Select Varieties, 
64 oz 

Kosher 
Brisket

First Cut, Boneless, Beef

999
With Card

lb

lb

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball & 

Soup Mix 
or Matzo Ball Mix,
Select Varieties, 

4.5-5 oz

2$5
With Card

for

ea

Handi-Foil 
Foilware 
Select Varieties, 

1-5 ct

With Card

Parsley
 Bunch

2$1 $2
With Card

 Copyright ©2014 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors. 
Items and prices good at 4560 Harding Road and 2131 Abbott Martin Road, Nashville, TN Kroger Stores today thru Tuesday, April 8th, 2014.

www.kroger.comwww.kroger.com

Osem 
Matzah 
Select Varieties, 
5 lb 

Manischewitz 
Cake Mix 
Select Varieties, 

8.9-14 oz 

for
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