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The china was your grandmother’s. One day, 
it will go to your granddaughter. More precious 

are the stories handed down along with it. 
Best wishes for a joyous Passover.

Life is Hope.
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Please note, the correct date for "Hadassah Presents Maggie Anton" 
is Tuesday, March 13, 2012, as shown in the ad below:
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Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
In Memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer

Thursday, March 29, 2012
11:30 am at the Gordon JCC
Seder led by Rabbi Saul Strosberg 
and Cantor Lieberman

$10 per person by March 23, 2012
Send reservations to:

Jewish Family Service
Attn: Anna Sir
801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103
Nashville, TN 37205 

This event is open to seniors of all ages in the Nashville Jewish community.

Questions? Call Anna at 354-1686

Community Conversations
on Israel to begin this month

By Kathy Carlson

T
he pieces are coming
together for Nashville’s
Jewish community to shape
a consensus – starting this
month – on goals for
expressing strong and con-

flicting views about Israel and its future.  
“It’s vital that the whole community

participates in the process of facilitated
discussions that the Jewish Federation of
Nashville is undertaking,” said Mark
Freedman, Federation executive direc-
tor.  The discussions use a well-tested
methodology and draw on the conflict-
resolution expertise of Vanderbilt
University Law Professor Roger Conner
and others facilitators from the area.

“The objective of The Nashville
Conversations about Community and
Israel is to come up with a consensus on
goals for the Jewish community when
people hold strong and conflicting views
about issues related to Israel and its
future, a set of goals that will be a spring-
board to action by individuals and groups
across the community,” Conner said.

“We want to create a space that is
safe for people to express what they real-
ly feel,” he said.  To do that, participants
in the conversations will work with oth-
ers who share their point of view or
belong to the same group demographic.
Conner said the goal of the process is to
first create a space in which people feel
comfortable talking with one another
and from which they can agree on goals
for the talking about Israel.

“I am impressed that the Nashville
Jewish community has the foresight to
take on these important and difficult
issues. I congratulate you on your leader-
ship,” said Dr. Jay Rothman, the conflict
resolution expert who developed the

methodology the Nashville Conversations
will follow. “So far as I know, this is the
first time that any local Jewish communi-
ty has invited all of its members, with the
whole range of positions over Israel, to sit
down and articulate a shared vision for
managing these tensions.”

Irwin Venick, chair of the
Federation’s Community Relations
Committee, observed that “our commu-
nity will be stronger and better informed
about Israel if we are able to listen and
learn  from each other.  I strongly believe
this process will help us reach that goal
and that is why it is so important that as
many people participate as possible.” 

“This is going to be a challenging
process for everyone involved,”
Rothman continued, “but the potential
impact is very significant, and not just
for Nashville.  Once the word gets out,
people around the country and the world
are going to be watching very closely to
see what happens.” 

“The decision rule within each
group and at the final meeting is consen-
sus.  Everyone at each meeting has to
agree before the meeting ends,” Conner
said.  Decisions won’t be made by major-
ity or by one group forcing another to
adopt its point of view.  “The goal is to
find common ground where everyone
can stand.”

“For many people this may be the
first time others have to listen while they
have a chance to talk,” Conner said.
“Stronger voices sometimes dominate;
(this process) is facilitated and very care-
fully designed” so that every voice is
heard, and every voice is equal. 

More information about the
ARIA-C3 process to be used in the
Conversations is available at
www.ariagroup.com. c

Continued on page 4

Wishing you a joyous and peaceful Passover!
Our Spring market is humming - here are some exciting homes to consider!

7121 Commonwealth, NV 1833 sq. ft., 3BR, 2.5 BA, $174,500
242 Cherokee, NV 1920 sq. ft., 3BR, 2BA, $439,500

1001 Watkins Creek, Franklin, 3720 sq. ft., 4BR, 3.5BA, $498,900

LORNA M. GRAFF
Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI

Lifetime Member, Gold Award of Excellence

Office: 615.794.0833
Cell: 615.351.5343
E-mail: lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com
Web: Lornagraff.com

Free Estimates    
Ken & Annette Lewis -owners 

est. 1989

Great Referrals
615-594-1960

Packing Express
Custom Packing / Unpacking Services

Moving?  Need Help Packing?

The Observer is now online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming news

updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
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EDITORIAL DEADLINES 

The Observer’s
n e x t  t w o  i s s u e s  a r e :

Copy 2/24 for publication 3/2
Copy 3/16 for publication 3/23

All material must be typed.

FOR ADVERTISING 
DEADLINES

contact Carrie Mills,
Advertising Manager
356-3242, ext. 299

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 
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published bi-monthly except July for $25
per year by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
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Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
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guarantee the Kasruth of their products.
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Community Conversations on Israel to begin this month
Continued from page 3

Phase I, Individual Input, March
16 – April 8:  Individuals provide their
input through an online database and
assign themselves to a group (see below).
The Facilitators use this input to create
draft goals for each group.

The questionnaire: WHAT, WHY,
HOW:  Each person is invited to list up
to three statements of WHAT the goals
of the community should be, to explain
WHY each goal is important and HOW
that goal could be achieved.  

Phase II, Group Workshops, April
10 – April 26:  Individuals who have par-
ticipated in Phase I meet with others from
their group in small, facilitated work-
shops to reach agreement on three to five
“goals for the Jewish community when
people hold strong and conflicting views
about issues related to Israel and its
future.”  Decisions in each workshop are
reached by consensus.

Phase III, Community Summit,
May 2:  Everyone who has participated
in both previous phases will be invited to a
summit to engage in dialogue with others
and observe as representatives chosen by
each of the subgroups negotiate in an
open forum until a full consensus is
reached on a list of goals.  

Phase IV, Action Planning:  May
2012:  Facilitators will gather the input
from the community to create a list of
possible action steps connected with

each goal.  Organizations and ad hoc
action groups will be able to build on the
goals and mine the brainstormed ideas to
plan action steps, projects and programs.  

Phase V, Act, Monitor and
Celebrate:  May 2012 – May 2013:
Over the coming 12 months, organiza-
tions and groups will be encouraged to
build on the shared goals through con-
crete action.  After one year, leaders from
the community and involved members
will gather to celebrate the actions taken
and the progress made.  

The Groups:

Each person who answers the ques-
tionnaire is asked to assign him/herself to
one of six groups.  The idea is to create a
safe space for candid dialogue by assem-
bling small groups where people share
similar perspectives.

The first three groups are demo-
graphically based:

1. NowGen: Young professionals
and students, age 21 - 35. 

2. Youth: Age 16 - 20.  
3. Professional Staff: Professional

staff of Jewish organizations.  
Groups 4 – 6 are based on the posi-

tions people hold about issues related to
Israel and its future:

4. Support Government:
Individuals who identify with this state-
ment:  “The best way to assure that Israel
survives and prospers as a homeland for
the Jewish people is to support the cur-

rent Israeli government’s strategy on set-
tlements, territory and negotiations, or
to abandon the peace process as not
being in Israel’s best interests.”

5. Higher Priority Negotiation:
Individuals who identify with this state-
ment:  “The best way to assure that Israel
survives and prospers as a homeland for
the Jewish people is to encourage the
government of Israel to give much high-
er priority to negotiations leading to a
two-state solution, changing its current
positions as needed to facilitate such
negotiations.” 

6. Both And . . . : Individuals who
identify with this statement:  “I want
Israel to survive and prosper as a home-
land for the Jewish people and I think
the people in both Group 4 and Group 5
above have some good arguments.”

To access the database online, par-
ticipants will go to a special website
(which will be announced by March 16)
and provide an email address; the pass-
word for the questionnaire will be
emailed to them.

Members of the community may
also provide input by email or using pen-
cil and paper.  Copies of the question-
naire will be made available online, via
mail, and at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center.  All questionnaires
must be submitted online, by mail or at
the GJCC by April 8.  

About Confidentiality:
Each participant’s name, contact

information and the opinions and goals
they state will become part of a database
that is held confidential by the ARIAC3
facilitators. Facilitators will collect email
addresses so they can send a report with
the results of the Conversations
Workshops and process.

Conversations process, step by step

When workshops 
will be held

Dates for the workshops, to be
held at the GJCC, are as follows: 

Beta testing of the process by pro-
fessional staff of Jewish agencies
and synagogues:  Thurs., March
15, noon – 3 p.m.

NowGen, age 21 – 35:  Tues.,
April 10, 5-8 p.m.

Youth:  Age 16 - 20:  Wed., April
11, 5-8 p.m.

Group 4 (Persons who chose
Statement A):  Mon., April 16, 6-
9 p.m.

Group 5 (Statement B):  Tues.,
April 24, 6-9 p.m.

Group 6 (Statement C):  Thurs.,
April 26, 6-9 p.m.

Community Summit:  Wed., May
2, 6-9 p.m.

Light food will be provided at each
meeting.
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ACLF License 59 © 2012 Belmont Village, L.P.

The Community Built for Life®

greenhills.belmontvillage.com

‘‘We  choose 
     Belmont Village.”

“ Mom is getting older now and needs a little help with things like meals and daily living activities. 
Belmont Village is the perfect choice. She has her own apartment in a beautiful community. She 
has friends, activities to keep her busy, a driver to take her places, even chefs to cook her meals. 
Plus, she receives hands-on assistance from Belmont’s trained staff whenever she needs it. 
She’s happy!  That makes me happy, too.”

‘‘ We choose Belmont Village.’’
• Chef-prepared, restaurant-style dining   
• Free scheduled transportation daily
• Fitness and social activities 
• Licensed nurse on-site around the clock  
• Medication management
• Housekeeping and laundry
• Assistance with daily living
• Award-winning Circle of Friends® 

memory program
• Short-term stays available
• Specialized Alzheimer’s care

Happy 
Passover!

GREEN HILLS

Israeli film
‘Colombian
Love’ featured
at GJCC

A
nother top Israeli movie
will hit the pretty-big
screen at the Gordon
Jewish Community
Center on Sun., March
11, at 6:30 p.m.

The film, “Colombian Love,”
became a big hit when it was released in
2004, said community shlicha Inbar
Shaked.  “It was on the screen for a very
long time,” she said.  “It’s not a silly
movie but it’s a funny movie.”  

Those who saw this year’s first Israeli
film, “Noodle,” will see one of its stars,
Mili Avital, in “Columbian Love.”
Parents should note, however, that
“Colombian Love” is suitable for adults
age 18 and up, Shaked added.

Movie night in March will have an
added dimension – celebrating Purim,
which starts this year on Wed., March 7.
“Everyone can come in costume if they
want,” she said, plus what better way to
fulfill the mitzvah to celebrate and be
happy for Purim than enjoying a funny
movie?

There is no charge to attend
“Colombian Love.”  Reservations are
suggested but not required; email Shaked
at inbar@jewishnashville.org or call her
at 356-3242, ext. 232.  Shaked hopes to
hold monthly movie nights, and more
information will be forthcoming. c

By Kathy Carlson

W
hen Israeli pop
superstar Aya Korem
joins Nashville
singer/songwriter
Michael Hunter
Ochs for Havdalah

and a concert on Sat., March 24, at
Congregation Micah, they’ll be building
on their collaboration in a band called
My Favorite Enemy.

My Favorite Enemy isn’t just anoth-
er band with an ironic-sounding name.
It has brought together Israeli,
Palestinian, Jordanian, Norwegian and
American musicians who blend tradi-
tional Middle Eastern music with pop
and rock to create a unique sound that’s
sung in Arabic, English and Hebrew.

There’s no charge to attend the con-
cert, titled “Music, Micah and the
Middle East.” Congregation Micah, the
Community Relations Committee of the
Jewish Federation and the Consulate
General of Israel to the Southeast are
sponsors.  The event begins at 7:30 p.m.
and is open to the Nashville community.

Ochs and Korem, are members of
the Middle East Program, an interna-
tional organization with roots in Norway
that brings together musicians, chefs,
teachers, entrepreneurs and others from
around the world to create professional
and personal relationships.

Korem was born in Nazareth Illit,
Israel, in 1980 and graduated from
Rimon College of Jazz and
Contemporary Music.  Her first album,
“Aya Korem” (2006), reached Gold sta-
tus and her second, “Safa Zara” (2008)
helped establish her as one of Israel’s
most beloved and successful female

singer-songwriters, the Goldenland
booking agency’s website states.  Her
Facebook page notes that she was the
runner-up for two Female Singer of the
Year awards in 2006.  Her most recent
album, released last year, is titled “Lealef
et Hasusim” and has reached the top of
the charts in Israeli radio stations.

Members of each profession from
the Middle East, Europe and the United
States create groups in which they share
common professional interests and work
together on projects of their own choos-
ing, according to the Middle East
Program’s website, www.iyouwe.org.

A recording project with Norwegian
pop star Christian Ingebrigtsen led Ochs
to the Middle East Program in the sum-
mer of 2008.  Ochs joined the program’s
songwriting group, which has grown to
become My Favorite Enemy.

“Actually, Christian and I just hit it
off immediately, and during our sessions
began talking religion, politics, philoso-

phy,” Ochs said.  “Before I really knew
what was happening we were in the
Middle East just a few months later
assembling the songwriting group.”

“None of us knew each other before
the program,” he said.  “Unfortunately it
isn’t easy in that region for people from
the ‘other side’ (with Ochs himself
adding the quotation marks) to get to
know each other.”

Many of the musicians were meeting
an Israeli – or a Jew or a Palestinian or a
Muslim – for the first time and taking a
real risk to do so, Ochs said.  There’s
potential for disapproval from family and
friends and sometimes financial or phys-
ical risk as well, he said.  But Middle East
Program members – and there are about
60 of them – take the risk to know one
another in hope of creating a “peaceful,
open and prosperous” Middle East in
which “justice and human rights are
respected,” the organization’s mission
statement says.

Working with the Middle East
Program has brought Ochs to the Middle
East nine times in the past three years.
“We get to know each other over our
crafts,” he said.  When the conversation
turns naturally to tougher issues – religion,
politics – “you’re talking with someone you
know and trust from a different point of
view.  … You’ve slept in their guest room.”

My Favorite Enemy has produced a
CD of original music that “really fuses
Middle Eastern sound with pure Western
pop,” Ochs said.  He played one song, sung
in Hebrew, Arabic and English by some of
the region’s most popular musicians.  

“I guess the goal is to hopefully show the
Middle East through a little bit wider lens,”
he said.  At the concert at Micah, “maybe
you’ll be surprised and touched and moved
in a way you might not have expected.” 

Following the concert, there will be
a dessert reception. There will also be a
special reception with Korem for
NowGen young adult members. c

‘Music, Micah and Middle East’ features Israeli star Aya Korem
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We Light Up Your Life!
531 Lafayette Street • 615-843-3300 

Mon. - Fri. 8 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 5
www.hlg.co

May your
Passover be

filled with Love!
From our
Family to 

Your Family

Hermitage 
Lighting 
Gallery

Specials on facebook

Scan the QR Code

Development Corporation for Israel / Israel Bonds
1100 Spring Street, Suite 720 · Atlanta, GA 30309
404.817.3500 · 800.752.5649 · atlanta@israelbonds.com
Purchase Israel Bonds Online · israelbonds.com 
Follow Israel Bonds on Facebook and Twitter

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing 
to fully evaluate the risks associated with investing  in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member 
FINRA  ·  Photos Clockwise from top: ©iStockphoto.com/Sarah Lee; artpartner images/Photographer’s Choice/
Getty Images; ©iStockphoto.com/Moti Meiri ©iStockphoto.com/Susan Trigg; ©iStockphoto.com/David Gray

Celebrate Tradition by Helping Israel Build for the Future

5772

2012

PASSOVER

ISRAEL BONDS

L
inebaugh Public Library in
Murfreesboro will host the
exhibit, “A Fine Romance,”
that tells the story of the
many Jewish composers,
such as Irving Berlin, Jerome

Kern and George Gershwin, who helped
create the great American songbook
from 1910-1965. The exhibit will be at
Linebaugh March 9 through April 20.
Linebaugh will also host through the
same period supplemental displays pro-
vided by the Center for Popular Music.

“A Fine Romance: Jewish
Songwriters, American Songs, 1910-
1965” was developed by Nextbook, Inc.,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to
supporting Jewish literature, culture, and
ideas, and the American Library

Association Public Programs Office. The
national tour of the exhibit has been
made possible by grants from the Charles
H. Revson Foundation, the Righteous
Persons Foundation, the David Berg
Foundation, and an anonymous donor,
with additional support from Tablet
Magazine: A New Read on Jewish Life.

Contact Carol Ghattas at
Linebaugh Library (615/893-4131, ext.
119, or at cghattas@linebaugh.org) or
visit www.linebaugh.org for more
information. c

Murfreesboro library exhibit
tells story of Jewish composers

I
n the tradition of the grand old
radio shows of yesteryear, Sherith
Israel will be presenting “A Shtetl
Home Companion” in the Liff
Auditorium, Sun., March 18, as its
major annual fundraiser. 

Written by Sherith Israel’s own
Jonathan Yudkin, ”A Shtetl Home
Companion,” is an Old Time Radio
Hour filled with music, skits, and humor. 

The program, which will benefit
Congregation Sherith Israel, is open to

the community. Tickets are on sale until
March 7. Dress for the evening is casual
with a reception beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner and the program will follow.
Dinner will be catered by Bobbie Limor
Catering. 

Tickets may be purchased when
making reservations at 615/292-6614 or
at the Sherith Israel office, located at
3600 West End Ave.

Come for the simcha, stay for the
schmaltz! c

Sherith Israel presents 
‘A Shtetl Home Companion’



7The Observer  March 2, 2012

Join the
Tradition
FOUR GENERATIONS
85 YEARS OF SERVICE

AUTO • LIFE

BUSINESS • HEALTH

LONG-TERM CARE

IDENTITY THEFT • HOME

Julian “Bud Zander, Jr., CIC
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC

Michael A. Weinberger

615-356-1700
800-356-4282

www.zanderinsurance.com

HAPPY PASSOVER

By Kathy Carlson

O
n a cool, bright blue
Sunday morning, com-
munity members
grabbed rakes, buckets
and brushes to clear and
clean two historic

Jewish cemeteries in North Nashville.  It
was one of three service projects taking
place on Feb. 26, when NowGen
Nashville’s Mitzvah Madness month of
service got under way.  

High school math teacher
Michelle Woods had a close-to-home
reason for joining the clean-up project.
Six generations of the Nashville
native’s family have lived in Nashville,
and many of her forbears are buried in
The Temple Cemetery.

“My grandfather (Paul Cohn) has
always been very active in The Temple
and in the cemetery,” she said. “I knew it
would be important to him to keep it
clean.”  She scrubbed markers and mon-
uments at the gravesites of her relatives
in the Cohn and Iser families.

Nearby, Joseph Melanson raked
leaves and seed cones from a big mag-
nolia tree.  He lives in Clarksville,
works as a nurse and moved to the area
to be closer to family. For Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, he pledged
to do more positive mitzvahs, and par-
ticipating in Mitzvah Madness was part
of the plan.

The Mitzvah Madness month of
service, organized through the Jewish
Federation of Nashville’s NowGen
Nashville group for young adults, began
with three projects on Feb. 26.  In addi-
tion to the cemetery cleanup, there was
a tie-blanket project at Vanderbilt
Hillel where participants made fleece
blankets for Vanderbilt Children’s
Hospital.  And volunteers from Jmingle
joined Hillel seniors to paint fences,
pull weeds and wash the back patio at
Akiva School.

Future projects are set for March,
including an opportunity to staff three
Room at the Inn evenings at The
Temple, packing Kosher Food Boxes at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center,
and a blood drive for college students at
Vanderbilt Hillel’s Schulman Center, co-

sponsored by Vanderbilt Hillel and the
Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity. 

“I try to volunteer once a month,”
said Elizabeth Traugott, a nurse with
Alive Hospice.  “…This was one I’m free
to do.  It’s nice to be outside.”  As she
cleaned headstones, her fiance, software
engineer Michael Moreau, raked magno-
lia cones into a pile. “When the oppor-
tunity came up and Joel (Jewish
Federation of Nashville Community
Engagement Associate Joel Abramson)
organized Mitzvah Madness, we jumped
on it,” Moreau said.  “It’s a good oppor-
tunity to help out.” 

Ilana Blumenfeld-Gantz is a teacher
in Murfreesboro.  She came to the
Sherith Israel/West End Synagogue
Cemetery across the street from the
Temple Cemetery to do “something dif-
ferent. … I felt it was actually needed.”  

“This (project) seemed like it was

definitely worth doing,” said Alex Cohn,
an accountant.  He and Blumenfeld-
Gantz filled plastic buckets with water to
clean headstones, joining Richard
Chalal of Congregation Sherith Israel to
help maintain the cemetery.  Chalal said
he has worked with synagogues and

cemetery commissions. “It’s an ongoing
project of goodwill for the community.”

To register for service opportunities,
go to nowgennashville.org.  Full infor-
mation on all of the projects is available
there, and you can contact joel@jewish-
nashville.org for more information. c

Scores of young adults turn out for Mitzvah Madness kickoff

Mitzvah Cemetery volunteers

Ilana Blumenfeld-Gantz cleans a headstone.
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Harassment, Bullying and Normal
Conflict – Recognizing the 

Differences and What To Do About It

Presented by Rodger Dinwiddie, 
CEO of Students Taking a Right Stand (STARS)

Brought to you by Jewish Family Service

For Parents of Any Age Child

Monday, April 9, 2012
6:00 P.M to 7:30 P.M.

Gordon Jewish Community Center

Parents will learn to distinguish the differences 
between normal and bullying/victim forms of conflict that
lead to violence as well as proven successful strategies to

reduce bullying/cyberbullying and harassment.

There is no charge to attend. 
Call Teri Sogol at 354-1662 to register. 

Bullying Exposed:

To the Community:

The Jewish Federation Board of
Directors recently approved the estab-
lishment of an Editorial Board for the
Observer in an attempt to help guide
this communicative arm of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee in its role of choosing which
opinions from our Jewish community
are appropriate and worthy of publica-
tion. I was asked to chair this board and
have been joined by Barbara Dab, Greg
Goldberg, Scott Rosenberg and Bill
Snyder, all of whom bring considerable
experience and expertise to this
process. We have only been on the job
for several months, yet we have had a
number of important issues placed
before us and I wish to address some
that need clarification. 

It is the intent of the Observer to
offer its readers a wide spectrum of ideas
and opinions that reflect the thinking
of our Jewish community. To accom-
plish this, the Observer will establish a
page dedicated for writers who wish to
pen Letters to the Editor or more exten-
sive Opinion pieces. Guidelines for
these letters and opinion articles are
simple. Letters to the Editor should be
no more than 250 words and Opinion
pieces no more than 700 words. In addi-
tion, each communication should be
identified by its author and contain sub-
stance and data that helps convey the
writer’s opinions and should also com-
ply with the newly established civility

statement that has been approved by
the Jewish Federation Board of
Directors and several Jewish agencies
and congregations in Nashville. 

A question that has been raised by
many in our community is “How does
one define civility?” This question
reminds me of a former judicial response
on how one defines pornography, “I will
know it when I see it.” The Editorial
Board members have discussed this issue
in considerable detail and have come to
the conclusion that we will define civil-
ity on a case-by-case basis while keeping
several rules in mind. The first such rule
is that a writer who is critical of an opin-
ion should focus on the reasons for such
criticism rather than attacking the indi-
vidual(s) who espouse such opinions. 

Also important, as one writer of a
Letter to the Editor has stated so well,
“Applying civility to content with
which you disagree is dangerous and sti-
fles free speech.” We can disagree with
opinions on a factual basis without
stepping over a line that impugns an
individual’s right to hold a different
opinion or that maligns someone’s
character and integrity. The Editorial
Board will have the right to define
civility and it is our hope that our read-
ers will let us know if it is perceived
that we err in this endeavor. 

As Ted Mayden, president of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, has stated so well, “It
is the Editorial Board’s intent to consid-
er, initiate and facilitate civil discussion

in the Observer on subjects of contem-
porary interest to our local, national
and global Jewish communities”.

The Editorial Board is hoping that
it will receive a considerable number
of letters and opinions on a wide vari-
ety of issues and it is our intent to pub-
lish as many as possible. It is also the
Observer’s intent not to publish opin-
ion columns from other newpapers,
magazines and blogs, but rather to
concentrate on what our readers have
to say about certain issues. We will
continue to print national and inter-
national news items that many of our
readers will perhaps not have access to
and that involve subjects of interest
on issues that affect our worldwide
Jewish community. 

Throughout the history of the
Jewish people, we have found much to
argue about. From the days of the
destruction of the Second Temple, to
the days of the yearly Zionist confer-
ences held in Basel, Switzerland, in the
late 19th Century to the days when Jews
turned against each other in their dis-
agreements on the activities of

Menachem Begin and his Irgun soldiers
fighting to establish the State of Israel to
even today, when we are divided in our
beliefs of what is best for Israel to do to
achieve peace with its neighbors, we
Jews have been passionate about our
ideas and opinions. Former Israeli Prime
Minister, Levi Eshkol once said, “Jews
are a stiff necked people and argument is
our nationality.”  

It is the newly instituted Editorial
Board’s hope that many important ideas
and opinions can be expressed in a
thoughtful, substantive and civil man-
ner in Nashville’s Jewish newspaper, the
Observer. Our community will be the
better for this way of expressing itself
and as a result will be acting as one com-
munity, albeit with different opinions,
yet all dedicated to helping Israel
through the rough days ahead as it con-
tinues to find a path to peace. 

We look forward to your letters and
opinions. 

Frank H. Boehm M.D. 
Chair, Editorial Board
Jewish Observer  

editorial board

To the Editor:

I have just read in the Feb. 17,
2012, Jewish Observer an op-ed that is
titled “Are We Prepared?” What is one
to make of an apocalyptic parable that
begins with kerosene-gorged evil neigh-
bors and ends with the Jewish
Federation of Nashville standing by an
Israel that may burn to the ground? In
what way are we to draw inspiration by
such a scenario? Where in this overheat-
ed rhetoric are we being urged to help
defuse senseless wars, to commit our-
selves once more to diplomatic resolu-
tions to conflicts that will undoubtedly
kill and maim, crush and destroy? I ask
myself if our families, friends and col-
leagues in Israel will draw comfort to
learn that in Nashville, thousands of
miles from the scenes of potential car-
nage, live folks who will support them to
their last person.

We have just learned from recent

letter
conflicts in the area that wars have a
way of escaping control, of churning
mindlessly and of solving very little. Iran
is not Syria and bombing its many
strong-posts hundreds of miles away will
not end with planes returning to their
bases. Neighbors who are now hostile to
Iran, such as Saudi Arabia, will unite
against Israel. In Iran, the attack will
neutralize all internal dissension against
the current regime. Furthermore, it will
leave Israel in a more precarious posi-
tion, with less regional support and even
less potential for peace among its neigh-
bors. All those efforts currently
deployed to force Iran into giving up its
pursuit of nuclear weaponry will fall
apart, leaving the situation much more
dangerous for Israel than ever before. I
cannot believe that this sort of appeal to
American Jews ultimately contributes to
Israel’s future safety and stability. 

Jack M. Sasson

National Conference on 
Jewish Affairs-Nashville

The National Conference on Jewish Affairs is dedicated to 

supporting the rights and safety of the Jewish people in America, 

in Israel and around the world under the Rule of Law by providing 

strong Jewish leadership, advocacy and education to respond to 

and counter the growing, orchestrated demonizing of Israel, Jewry, 

and America.

join us by sending your name and email to
ncjanashville@gmail.com

http://nationalconferenceonjewishaffairs.org/
http://www.ncjanashville.org/

Chazak Achsav!-Strength Now!
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Join Congregation Micah’s Composer-in-Residence, 
singer/songwriter Michael Hunter Ochs, and Aya Korem, 
one of Israel’s most popular contemporary musical stars, 

for an incredible concert on Saturday evening, March 24.  
 

Michael and Aya are members of the group MEP  
(Middle East Project), an international organization  

that brings together Israelis, Palestinians, Jordanians, 
Norwegians, and Americans to create professional  

and personal relationships through the arts.
 

CONGREGATION MICAH 
2001 Old Hickory Boulevard, Brentwood, TN 37027  

 

More information at www.CongregationMicah.org

HAVDALAH 

CONCERT

Michael Hunter O
chs

Aya Korem

FREE CONCERT 

MARCH 24, 7:30

AT M
ICAH

A MUSICAL  

JOURNEY  

THROUGH TH
E  

MIDDLE EAST

Proudly sponsored by The Community Relations Committee  
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee,  

The Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Congregation Micah.

A
s Passover 5772 nears its
start on the evening of
Fri., April 6, Nashville’s
five congregations are
making plans for holi-
day celebrations and

seders.  
Here is what is in store; please con-

tact the congregations for full informa-
tion on the events and any fees.

Chabad of Nashville

Chabad of Nashville will host a
Community Passover Seder for families
and singles on Fri., April 6, at the new
Chabad Center on Bellevue Road.  It
will be an inspirational Seder with
authentic hand-baked Shmurah Matzah,
four cups of exquisite wine, and a gour-
met dinner, all in a royal setting. 

The Seder at Chabad , led by Rabbi
Yitzchok and Esther Tiechtel,  is filled
with stories, warmth and inspiration, and
is a meaningful Passover Experience.

The Seder begins at 6 p.m. and
reservations are required. To RSVP go to
www.chabadnashville.com or call 615
646 5750. 

There will also be two special
Passover morning services, Sat., April 7,
and Sun., April 8, at 9:30 a.m., which
will include the special Birchat Kohanim
- the Priestly Blessings that are recited
for Passover. It is an opportunity to
receive a special blessing for you and
your family on this Festival of Freedom.

Congregation Micah

On Tues., March 6, at 7 p.m.,
Congregation Micah will hold a
Women's Seder in preparation for
Passover in April. Led by Rabbi Laurie
Rice, Music Director and Cantorial
Soloist Lisa Silver and singer-songwriter
Batsheva, the experience will reveal the
role of women in this defining story of
our people and explore the continuing,
evolving story of liberation of women
everywhere.  Dinner will not be served,
but ritual foods will be provided. Please
bring your favorite dessert to share after
the Seder. We do need to know how
many are coming, so please contact the
Micah office at 377-9799 or office@con-
gregationmicah.org to reserve your seat.
There is a charge for nonmembers.

Micah’s Annual Family Seder will
be held on Fri., April 6.  To make your
family feel at home, we suggest you bring
your own seder plate.  Ritual items for the
seder plate will be provided.
Reservations are required and can be
made by calling the Micah office at 377-
9799 or by emailing an

RSVP to  office@congregationmicah.org.
There is a cost, but it is free for children
under 3. Vegetarian meals will be avail-
able if ordered in advance.

Congregation Sherith Israel

The Shul will be having its two tra-
ditional Community Seders, led by
Rabbis Saul Strosberg and Daniel Levitt
and Cantor George Lieberman.  The
seders will be catered by Sova.  There is
a charge for the Seders.

The Temple – Congregation
Ohabai Sholom

The Temple Preschool will hold a
Model Seder on Wed., April 4 at 9:30 a.m.

On the first night of Passover, Fri.,
April 6, Shabbat services will be held at
4:30 p.m.  

A Second Night Congregational
Seder, led by Rabbi Mark Schiftan and
Cantor Bernard Gutcheon will be held
on Sat., April 7, at 6 p.m.  This “light
fare” dinner Seder is open to members of
the community. There is a charge for the
Seder.  RSVP to Temple, 352-7620, by
Wed., March 28.

The Temple also hosts two, addi-
tional creative Seders of freedom and
redemption 

On Wed., April 11, at 6 p.m., the
JACS (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically
Dependant Persons, and Significant
Others) Seder will be held, led by Rabbi
Shana Mackler.  There is a charge.
RSVP to Robb McCluskey, 568-1786 

A GLBT/PFLAG Seder, also led by
Rabbi Mackler, will take place on Sun.,
April 8, at 6 p.m. There is a charge.
RSVP to Kathy at Temple, 352-7620.

West End Synagogue

The One and Only Second Night
Family Seder will be held on Sat., April
7, with a service led by Rabbi Kliel Rose
and Cantor Lane at 7:30 p.m., and meal
catered by Goldie Shepard to follow at
8:30 p.m.  The Seder includes explana-
tions, songs and modern interpretations,
and no Hebrew is necessary.

Please RSVP by Fri., March 23, by
contacting the WES office. Reservations
will NOT be accepted after March 23!
Information on pricing is available
online at www.westendsyn.org.

Again this year, Rabbi Rose will make
a proxy sale of Chametz to Metro Police
Chief Steve Anderson.  Forms authorizing
Rabbi Rose to sell your Chametz need to
be signed and sent to the WES office by
Mon., April 2.  More information is avail-

able online. c

Congregations offer many
options for marking Passover
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You are cordially invited to theYou are cordially invited to the
Congregation Sherith IsraelCongregation Sherith Israel 

annual fundraiser.annual fundraiser.

Time: 5:30 PM receptionTime: 5:30 PM reception
Dinner and program to followDinner and program to follow

Place:Place:
Congregation Sherith IsraelCongregation Sherith Israel

Liff AuditoriumLiff Auditorium

Dress: casualDress: casual
Cost: $150 (your check isCost: $150 (your check is 

your reservation)your reservation)
Mail to:Mail to:

Congregation Sherith IsraelCongregation Sherith Israel
3600 West End Avenue3600 West End Avenue

Nashville TN 37205Nashville TN 37205
to be received by March 10thto be received by March 10th

T
he Nashville Jewish com-
munity has always been
welcoming to newcomers
and those who might not
have family connections
locally. In that spirit, the

NowGen young adult group is trying to
match those without a place to go to for
Passover Seders with families who might
have an extra place or two at their tables.

If you need a place to go or can offer
a place at your Seder to one or more
members of our Jewish community,
please contact Susan Pankowsky at the
Jewish Federation, susan@jewish-
nashville.org or 354-1676. c

Making a 
Passover 
match

Your Real Estate Resource
David Roberts 
Cell: 615-430-1598 

Office: 615-383-6600 
droberts@droberts.info  

2319 Crestmoor Rd. Nashville, TN 37215 

M
ark this date – Sun.,
March 25 – on your
calendar to attend
this year’s B’nai
Tzedek event at the
Gordon Jewish

Community Center.  
Recent bar and bat mitzvahs will

take a virtual tour of teen life in Israel
with community shlicha Inbar Shaked.
They’ll have the opportunity to make
their B’nai Tzedek Fund distribution to
the charity of their choice, and one par-
ticipant will win a drawing to add an
extra $100 to his or her fund.  The
event will take place from 1-3 p.m. and
an Israeli lunch will be served. 

Learning about teen life in Israel

works toward the goal of helping B’nai
Tzedeks think outside the box of
American teen life.

The teen years in Israel “start with
a lot of fun, then at the age of 16 … we
get a formal letter that tells us we will
need to join the Army,” Shaked said.
Teens take tests that will determine the
type of job they’ll have in the military.  

Teens get their test results when
they’re 17. There’s some choice of jobs
and the Army tries to assure a good fit,
although people don’t always get the
jobs they want, she said.  “It’s not like at
age 16 our lives are stopping,” she said.
“It just changes our lives for good; our
lives become different” from then on.

The B’nai Tzedek event will

include interactive activities for the
teens that reflect teen life in Israel. 

The Jewish Foundation of
Nashville’s B’nai Tzedek program, now
in its 13th year, has more than 250
members. It initiates teens into the
world of philanthropy and operates
under the umbrella of the Jewish
Foundation of Nashville, which houses
endowment funds whose investment
income helps meet critical emergencies
and funds innovative projects and pro-
grams for Nashville’s Jewish communi-
ty.  Both new bar and bat mitzvahs and
current B’nai Tzedek fund holders are
invited to each year’s event.

“The whole point of B’nai Tzedek
is to help kids at a turning point in
their lives to begin on a lifetime of
thinking of those in need, with an eye
toward Jewish philanthropy and phi-
lanthropy in general,” said
Foundation Development Director
Risa Klein Herzog.

At the event, the teens make rec-
ommendations on where to donate a
portion of the funds in their B’nai
Tzedek accounts.  The program estab-
lishes an account with the Foundation
in the name of participating bar or bat
mitzvah-age teens and helps them learn
the value of tikkun olam, the repair of
the world. 

The teen contributes a minimum of
$125, which is matched by $250 from
the Feldman-Hassenfeld Fund for B’nai
Tzedeks and $125 from the Jewish
Foundation. Each teen then starts with
a fund of at least $500, to which he or
she can add in the future.  B’nai
Tzedeks meet every year to make their
annual recommendations on donations
to charitable organizations.  

To attend, RSVP to Carolyn
Benick Brown, carolyn@jewish-
nashville.org or call her at 356-3242,
ext. 268.

To learn more about the B’nai
Tzedek program, call Risa Klein Herzog
at 356-3242, ext. 251, or email her at
risa@      jewishnashville.org.  Also con-
tact Risa if you’re the parent of a B’nai
Tzedek and would like to learn more
about serving on a B’nai Tzedek adviso-
ry committee. c

B’nai Tzedek event features
shlicha on growing up in Israel

ADVERTISE
IN THE

OBSERVER!
Call  Carrie Mills,

Advertising Manager 
at 615-354-1699 

or e-mail
carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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Join the 
Conversations!

Our community has strong views about Israel 
and they are not always in agreement.

You have a unique opportunity to participate in  

Everyone in the community, 
ages 16 and over, will be invited to go to 

a special Website beginning in late 
March to answer a quick survey. 

In April, everyone who participated 
in the survey will be asked to come to one 

of  five guided group conversations in which 
ALL opinions are welcome. 

The goal is finding common ground on 
how we talk about Israel in our community.

These Conversations are sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of  Nashville’s Community 

Relations Committee as part of  its series, 

“Increasing Your Israel IQ: 
From Argument to Advocacy”  

and made possible by a grant from the
Jewish Federation’s New Initiatives Fund.

The Conversations have been endorsed by all of  
Nashville’s Rabbis and Agency Directors.

LOOK FOR DETAILS ON 
PAGES 3 AND 4 IN THIS OBSERVER.

Conversations
about Community

and Israel.

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
PASSOVER

By Ilanit Sedek

Izzy the Whiz and Passover
McClean, by Yael Mermelstein, illustrat-
ed by Carrie Hartman; Kar-Ben
Publishing; 32 pages

I would recommend this book for
ages 6, 7, and possibly 8 year olds with an
interest in funny poetry and who like to
invent things.

It is about a boy named Izzy. He has
to clean his room for Passover. He does
not want to so he invents a Passover
McClean to do it for him. The Passover
McClean chomps on the furniture to
clean it, then spits it out in the right
spot. Something went wrong with the
McClean.  It didn’t spit the furniture
out so he had to fiddle with the bolts,
screws and wires to fix it. When he fine-
ly fixed it the room was upside down.
So, he switched the reverse handle.
Would everything be ready just in time
for Passover?   

Jodie’s Passover Adventure, by
Anna Levine, illustrated by Ksenia
Topaz; Kar-Ben Publishing; 32 pages

I would recommend this book for
ages 8, and 9 year olds who have an
interest in archeology.

It is about a girl, Jodie. Jodie lives
in Israel.

She goes with her cousin, Zach, to
Hezekiah’s Tunnel. They go though the
tunnel and solve the “mystery of the mid-
dle” and find Jodie’s dad, who is waiting
for them at the end. Before they got to the
end Zach hit his head and found an
ancient coin to give to Jodie’s dad. When
they finish their adventure, they have a
Passover picnic. There was matzah with
jelly and chocolate macaroons. c

These books were reviewed by Ilanit
Sedek, a fourth  grade student at Akiva
School, and daughter of Naomi and Simon
Sedek. 

New children’s books 
ready for Passover reading
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By Arthur Waskow and 
Phyllis Berman 

I
f a pharaoh fell in the Red Sea but
nobody told the story, did it actu-
ally happen? No.

If no pharaoh fell in the Red
Sea, but we told the story for
3,000 years, did it actually hap-

pen? Yes.
Is it still happening? Yes.
To people brought up in the modern

mode of focusing on cold, hard facts,
these responses may seem ridiculous.
Either something happened or it didn’t.

Suppose, however, that we can find
no evidence beyond the Bible that our
ancient stories of Exodus and wandering
in the wilderness actually happened the
way we have learned them? Should we
throw them out? Or is there some pro-
found value for our generation in
retelling the story of Exodus, of Sinai,
and of Wilderness?

We concluded that there is indeed
deep wisdom in reframing and retelling
the story, and that is why we wrote
“Freedom Journeys,” paying especially
close attention to the transformative
roles of women and of ecological
upheavals that have often been down-
played in previous tellings of the
Exodus story. 

Modern historians and archeologists
have found little evidence outside the
biblical text that the Exodus ever hap-
pened, yet the story lives, more powerful
than its factuality, because it speaks to
deep strands of arrogance, fear, despair
and courage in the human process.

Far beyond the Jewish community,
it has influenced not only the religious
traditions of Christianity and Islam,
but also the life of black America and
many modern secular liberation move-
ments rooted in class, nation, culture
and gender. It has even influenced
efforts to free and heal the Earth from
destructive exploitation.

The pharaoh motif invoked in
news coverage of the recent Egyptian
upheaval that overthrew President
Hosni Mubarak was due certainly
not only to geographic accident, but
also to the nature of tyranny and
popular resistance.

And the issues are not only macro-
political, but apply also to the spiritual
and psychological struggles of individual
human beings confronting their own
“internal pharaohs,” when one aspect of
the self takes over the whole person,
twisting and perverting a person’s
humanity by turning other facets of the
self into slaves that yearn for freedom
and full integration.

As T. S. Eliot wrote, “April is the cru-
elest month, mixing memory with desire,
stirring dull roots with spring rain.” 

Mixing memory with desire —
weaving together our memory of the past
with our hope for the future, a profound
description of the intertwining of Exodus
with Passover, Passover with Palm
Sunday, Moses with the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.

“Mixing memory with desire” is
what the biblical account of Exodus does
by weaving together the description of
the Exodus itself as a moment in the
utter present — hope and desire turned
into action — with detailed instructions
of how to celebrate that transformative
moment, remembering it through festi-
vals far into the future.

Looking at the world today, we see
the whole human race, the whole planet
in a crisis that reminds us of the arche-
typal tale of Pharaoh and the Ten
Plagues, which were ecological disasters
brought on by Pharaoh’s arrogance, stub-
bornness and brutality.

Today it is the arrogance of some
powerful human institutions that an
overwhelming majority of the world’s cli-
matologists, oceanographers and epi-
demiologists say is leading to the Earth’s
oceans and atmosphere heating up in a
way that is already disrupting climate
patterns and is likely to bring about rad-
ical changes in polar and high-mountain
ice, ocean levels, droughts, crops and dis-
tribution of disease. These predictions
warn of huge movements of new kinds of
refugees, deepening the gulf between the
extremely rich and the desperately poor,
and could lead to the widespread col-
lapse of many governments. In short, to
what the Torah calls “plagues.”

But the echo of the Exodus story
does not stop there. The ancient story
sows the seeds of hope, too. A new com-
munity was born at Sinai and tested in
many experiments during the trek in
Wilderness. Today we are seeing the
seeds sown for new forms of grass-roots
community that curve across our globe.

So we believe that whether the story
of Pharaoh, the Exodus and the
Wilderness “actually happened” or not,
our present situation calls us to relearn
and rethink the story. It calls upon us to
learn in order to act. — JTA

Rabbis Arthur Waskow and Phyllis
Berman are the authors of “Freedom
Journeys” (Jewish Lights Publishing).
Waskow founded and directs The Shalom
Center in Philadelphia; Berman founded
and directs the Riverside Language
Program, which teaches English to new
immigrants.

Relearning and rethinking
the Passover saga
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EVERYTHING’S
BETTER IN RED

SPIRITS, WINE AND MORE 
7066 HIGHWAY 70 SOUTH

646-1400
WWW.REDSPIRITS.COM

HWY 70 AT OLD HICKORY BLVD

WE CARRY A SELECTION OF
KOSHER WINES FOR PASSOVER

W
hen the big white
bus pulled into
The Temple park-
ing lot at 4:30 on a
recent Sunday
afternoon, 30 high

school students emerged with a better
understanding not only of the
Holocaust, but of some of their neigh-
bors in Tennessee.

The students, 9th and 10th graders
from West End Synagogue and The
Temple, represented several area
schools.  They had visited the Children’s
Holocaust Memorial and Paper Clips
Project at Whitwell Middle School in
Whitwell, Tenn., near Chattanooga.

For many of the Nashville students,
it was their first time at the memorial in
Whitwell.

“It’s cool that people who are not
Jewish wanted to do this to teach their
community and themselves about the
Holocaust,” said Gracie Hoffman, a 9th
grader at University School of
Nashville.  

The Paper Clips Project began at
Whitwell Middle School in 1998, with
8th graders studying the Holocaust as an
after-school project.  The students had
trouble grasping the fact that 6 million
Jews were killed in the Holocaust.  They
asked two teachers, Sandra Roberts and
David Smith, “if they could collect
something to help them understand the
enormity of this extermination,” the
school explains on its website.  

Principal Linda M. Hooper, now
retired, approved the collection as long
as the object had meaning related to the
project.  The students’ research led them
to paper clips, because a Norwegian Jew,
Joseph Valler, is credited with inventing
them and also because Norwegians wore
the clips on their lapels in silent protest
of Nazi occupation in World War II, the
site states.

The Whitwell students collected
some 22 million paper clips, the web-
site says.  There are 11 million in the
German transport car honoring the
lives of all people murdered by the
Nazis, and another 11 million are in a

monument honoring the children of
the Holocaust.

Joseph Dillon, a 10th grader at
Nashville School of the Arts, had visited
the memorial before. “This time we actu-
ally got to meet Linda Hooper,” he said. 

In the years since he first visited the
school, a structure was added to shelter a
train car that Nazis used to take Jews to
concentration camps. Dillon and the
other students viewed a collection of
Holocaust artifacts, read e-mails and let-
ters praising the project and also saw
hate mail that the Whitwell school had
received when it started the Holocaust
memorial.

Nashville students gain new Holocaust
insights through Paper Clips Project

Sam Perlen, a 10th grader, said
that the hate mail fit into one three-
ring binder, but there were 50
binders containing letters praising
the project.

The most meaningful part of the
trip for Dillon – as well as for many of
the other students – was standing
inside the train car and trying to
“visualize 150 people being in that
small area.” 

“It was very enlightening,” said
Julian Mastri, a 9th grade student at
Nashville School of the Arts.  Going
into the train car and seeing scratches in
the wood made by other Jews decades
ago put the Holocaust into perspective,
he said.

Running his hand through a tray
filled about three feet deep in paper
clips – pointy European plastic clips,
plain old silvery American clips, and a
slew of other fasteners – made an
impression on Perlen.  He also noted a
briefcase full of apology letters from
German citizens to Anne Frank, yellow
stars worn by Jews in the Holocaust,
and letters about the Paper Clips
Project from such notables as former
Vice President Al Gore and former
President George Bush, along with one
from Holocaust survivor and Nobel lau-
reate Elie Wiesel.

Dillon said he would encourage
other students to visit the memorial so
they “can imagine what (European
Jews) had to go through.” c

Students from The Temple and West End Synagogue visit the Holocaust Memorial in Whitwell,
Tenn.
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Passover
Happy

Come by and experience our commitment
to you and all your celebrations.

Our expert staff looks forward to helping you 
select your kosher wine. 

10% off
Kosher Wines

During Passover,
April 7-13

Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-9 pm, Fri-Sat 8:30 am-10 pm
Belle Meade Plaza Lower Level (next to Kroger)

4556 Harding Rd •  Nashville, TN 37205

615.292.2676

s e r v i c e ,  s e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  v a l u e

NASHVILLE WINE & SPIRITS

FULLY SUBSIDIZED
 

YOUNG ADULT MISSION OPPO
RTUNITIES 

FOR THE SUM
MER OF 2012

National Young Leadership
Summer Mission to Israel

July 1 - 10, 2012 
(Young Professionals, ages 25 - 45)

You’ll get an insider’s look at the most
fascinating country in the world as you
explore Israel from the North to the Negev
getting to know its spirit, people, geography,
and history. Your Israeli peers and leaders
from the political, cultural, and business
worlds will introduce you to their country in
a new way. And as you deepen your
connection with Israel and its people, you’ll
develop a personal understanding of
how Federation, the most effective Jewish
fund-raising and community-building
organization, unites and cares for Jews
in Israel and worldwide.

If you have questions please contact Harriet Schiftan, 
Planning Director at harriet@jewishnashville.org 

or call 615-354-1687.

Application available online
at www.jewishnashville.org

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee has launched a new initiative to send
and fully subsidize promising young adults to the areas of the world where our help and attention

is needed most. In addition, we want to encourage those connected with Israel to deepen
their connection and share that enthusiasm with our local community.

Hands-On Mission to Beltsy,
Moldova with 

Greensboro, N.C. Federation
June 27 - July 8, 2012 

(For college students, grad students,
and those ages 22 - 35)

We are thrilled, for a second year, to partner
with the Greensboro, N.C. Federation in
their 12-year relationship with the Jewish
Community of Beltsy, Moldova, in the cre-
ation of Camp Delet, a week long camp for
children and families. On this trip you will
learn about the history of our Jewish people
in the Former Soviet Union (FSU) and be-
come an active contributor to the lives of
those still living there. Trip participants will be
facilitators and will be expected to lead pro-
grams and teach a skill (art, sports, dance,
Judaic-themed, etc.). Camp is a rich immer-
sion experience and one should be prepared
to participate fully. In addition to the camp
experience, there are group sightseeing out-
ings. This is a unique travel and immersion
group trip for young adults who are adven-
turous, enthusiastic, hard-working and look-
ing to have an incredible experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR BOTH TRIPS
DUE APRIL 11, 2012
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By Dan Klein

NEW YORK (JTA) — Bills or bug
juice?

With the economic recovery still
struggling to take hold, many American
Jewish families are finding they face a
difficult question as deadlines for sum-
mer camp enrollment approach: Can
they both pay their bills and send their
kids to Jewish overnight camp?

“It’s a difficult decision,” said Shelly
Zemelman, a school psychologist in
Cleveland with four children. Her 16-
year-old daughter, Batya, has spent four
summers at Camp Stone, a modern
Orthodox camp in Sugar Grove, Pa.,
that charges $3,500 for a four-week ses-
sion. Other Jewish camps charge as
much as $1,500 per week.

“It’s not a necessity like school —
it’s a luxury,” Zemelman said. “If we had
to send all four kids at the same time, I
don’t think we could have done it.” She
said she knows several families who are
considering dropping camp; one family
made it work by alternating the years
their children attend camp.

Jewish summer camp is not for the
faint of wallet. But with new studies sug-
gesting that the camp experience is a key
component in boosting the Jewish iden-
tity of American Jews, it shouldn’t be
expendable, say champions of camping.

A 2011 study “Camp Works: The
Long-Term Impact of Jewish Camp,”
paid for by the Foundation for Jewish

Camp and conducted by Steven M.
Cohen, Ron Miller, Ira Sheskin and
Berna Torr, found that Jewish campers
were much more likely to feel attach-
ment to Israel, attend synagogue at least
monthly, light Sabbath candles and
donate to a Jewish Federation than those
who had not gone to Jewish summer
camp. The study, which controlled for
past Jewish experience, also found that
camp attendance was correlated with
moderate increases in the size of one’s
circle of Jewish friends and the impor-
tance one ascribes to Jewish identity.

The study found that 70,000 kids
attended Jewish overnight camp in 2010.

For many parents, the answer to the
dilemma is in financial aid. Camp indus-
try insiders say applications for financial
aid have risen sharply since the econom-
ic crisis hit in 2008.

“Absolutely there’s been an increase
in requests for financial aid,” Jeremy
Fingerman, CEO of the Foundation for
Jewish Camp, told JTA. “There are cur-
rent campers who have fallen on hard
times and families that want to join
camp for the first time but can’t make it
an affordable choice for them.”

The 150 nonprofit camps in the
FJC’s network have reported increasing
scholarship allocations by 25 to 100 per-
cent — often in addition to support
offered by local foundations, federations
or synagogues. [The Jewish Federation of
Nashville offers financial aid to families
for Jewish summer camps. Contact

Vanessa Leibowitz for information –
Vanessa@jewishnashville.org.]

Yehuda Rothner, director of Camp
Stone, said that requests for financial aid
at his camp have gone up by 10 percent,
but that the amount requested has gone
up significantly more. “People are asking
for more money,” he said.

Over the last five years, the camp
has more than doubled the yearly alloca-
tion for scholarships, from $100,000 to
$220,000. There also has been a slight
increase in “bad debt,” in which the
camp makes accommodation for families
who between the first and second pay-
ments find themselves unable to pay.

Ramah, the Conservative move-
ment’s camping wing with eight
overnight camps and three days camps,
has increased scholarship giving to $4.3
million in 2011 from $3 million in 2008,
according to Amy Cooper, Ramah’s
national director. The Ramah scholar-
ships, which include funds raised by local
boards, synagogues, federations and
foundations like the FJC, have benefited
500 families among the 6,500 attending
Ramah camps each summer.

Not all aid is doled out according to
financial need. Over the last four years, the
FJC says its Happy Camper program has
provided 30,000 financially blind grants of
up to $1,000 to entice first-time campers.

“There are some families for whom
the money is critical to deciding to go to
Jewish camp,” Cooper said. “Our com-
mitment is that every child who wants to

go to Jewish camp can.”
Despite the weak economy, camp

enrollment has continued to climb. The
150 nonprofit camps in FJC’s network
have grown by 4 to 5 percent over the
last four years. Fingerman attributed the
increase in part to a drop-off in enroll-
ment at for-profit Jewish camps, which
tend to cost more.

Many credit the mix of scholarships
and grants for boosting enrollment.
Rothner said another factor may be at
play: parents who are sending their chil-
dren to Jewish camp instead of the
Jewish day schools, which cost more. “As
day school prices increase, it is forcing a
difficult situation down parent’s throats,
and they’re having to make those deci-
sions,” Rothner said.

Some camp administrators say the
recession hasn’t had much of an impact
on enrollment because their constituen-
cy is mostly high-income families.

Howard Salzberg, who has co-owned
the for-profit Camp Modin in Maine for
the last 32 years, said that enrollment at
the camp — which costs $6,300 per four-
week session — hasn’t suffered at all.
“People forgo other things before they
won’t send their kids to camp,” he said.

For the campers themselves, how
their parents pay for camp is easily for-
gotten once they’re there.

“I’ve never made friends like that —
they were the people who have made the
most impact on my life,” Batya
Zemelman said. c

Thanks to financial aid, Jewish summer
camp enrollments rise, despite economy
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Wishing the Entire
Nashville Community

A Very Happy and Kosher Passover

From Linda and Jay Amsel
Michelle, Larry Kogan and Family

Stacy, Coby Hanai and Family
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WHY
on this night are millions of people 
still going hungry?

BECAUSE
on this night, like every other night, millions of 
people living in poverty have no other choice.

10495 Santa Monica Blvd Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90025

800-813-0557  |  mazon.org

THE FIFTH QUESTION

Happy Passover

The Observer is now online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming news updates

and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobserver nashville.org
Now you have a choice:  

Read the print edition or read us online. 

By Leah Koenig

O
ne of the dirty little
secrets about the Jewish
calendar is that many of
the holidays have agri-
cultural subtexts, which
over time have been

muted or lost completely under the his-
torical and religious themes that were
layered on top of them.

Two of these holidays, Sukkot
and Shavuot, have maintained a rela-
tively transparent relationship to
their earthy roots. But finding the
natural themes of Passover takes a bit
more digging.

The first step is to forget about
Moses — for now, anyway — and recall
that Passover, also known as Hag Ha-
Aviv (holiday of spring), is one of the
Torah’s three mandated pilgrimage festi-
vals. It is inextricably linked to the
beginning of the barley harvest in Israel. 

Leviticus 23:10-11 describes the
omer (sheaf) offering of barley (the first
grain to ripen in the spring) that took
place in the Temple on the second day of
Passover: “When you enter the land that
I am giving to you and you reap its har-
vest, you shall bring the first sheaf of
your harvest to the priest. He shall ele-
vate the sheaf before the Lord for accept-
ance on your behalf.”

This priestly grain dance symbolized
prosperity and was the official green light
that the season’s harvest could be con-
sumed. Jews today count the Omer for 49
days, starting on the second night of
Passover — to coincide with the date of
the omer offering — and continuing
through Shavuot, the beginning of the

wheat harvest. In most cases, however,
Omer practices have been nearly disem-
bodied, stripped of their connections to
grain and ground.   

Contemporary Jews are, of course,
forbidden to bring sheaves of just-picked
barley, which is chametz, to our seder
tables. Still, if one is willing to look,
signs of spring and nature’s rejuvenation
abound throughout Passover. This is
especially true of the seder plate, which
weaves together the historical and agri-
cultural in one eating ritual.

The roasted lamb bone (z'roa),
which commemorates lamb sacrifices
made at the Temple, is taken from one
of spring’s most iconic babies. The
green vegetable (karpas) sitting next
to it that gets dipped in saltwater is a
symbol of the first sprouts that peak
bravely out of the just-thawed ground
in early spring. The roasted egg
(beitzah) recalls both the sacrifices
made at the Temple and also spring’s
fertility and rebirth.

Even before Passover begins, the act
of removing chametz from our homes
offers other opportunities to connect to
the natural world. This period of “Jewish
spring cleaning” requires us to shake out
our sheets and round up any bread or
crumbs hiding in our kitchen cupboards.
But removing chametz from our homes
also can remind us to get rid of the excess
“stuff” clogging up our lives — to liberate
ourselves from any emotional or spiritual
baggage from the year, and send bad
habits packing.

It is a perfect time to recycle the
stack of junk mail piling up on the desk
(and stop more from coming), plant
seedlings in the garden, start compost-

ing, switch to compact fluorescent light
bulbs or volunteer for a cleanup day at
a nearby river, beach, forest or park. It
also offers a great opportunity to plan
ahead in order to avoid the all-too-
common overuse of disposable dishware
during Passover. As you clean out your
kitchen cabinets, stock them with
lightweight, recycled dishes and cutlery
that store easily and can be reused year
after year.

While these actions might seem like
a distraction on an otherwise busy pre-
Passover to-do list, integrating them into
our holiday preparations can imbue our
celebration with deeper significance that
lasts beyond the holiday.

During Passover, Jews are chal-
lenged to remember the Israelites’ jour-
ney from slavery to freedom, and feel as
if they went through it themselves. But
for those willing to dig even further, the
story of Passover is not simply historical.
It is rooted to the land, the giddy joys of
spring, and to the reminder that after
every period of dormancy and every

Spring greening: Reconnecting to Passover's roots
experience of suffering, new life awaits
just under the soil. c —
MyJewishLearning 

For more information about Judaism
and Jewish life, visit MyJewishLearning.com. 
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We will be highlighting health, 
wellness and beauty issues.

We know that you will want to be 
included in this issue. Advertisers who 
contract a 1/8 page ad or larger can 
contact us for inclusion in articles 
pertaining to your business. 

Deadline for ads is April 27, 2012
Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager
615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

The Observer’s Annual

Health &  
Beauty 
Issue 
is Coming!
May 4, 2012
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MON&FRI 10AM-8PM • TUE, WED, THUR, SAT 10AM-6PM • SUNDAY 1-5PM
325 WHITE BRIDGE PIKE 352-5912 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1316)

1965 MALLORY LANE, COOL SPRINGS 236-1700 (MATTRESS CENTER 350-1421)

imagine the possibilities
Sprintz.com

Sprintz makes your home 
different from all other homes. 

Happy Passover! Thanks for your support.
Karen and Bruce • Alyse and Charles

In Japan, Israelis bring trauma
expertise to tsunami victims

stantly feels like she is about to faint
from anxiety.

“It’s OK to cry,” says Judy Spanglet,
an Orthodox Israeli social worker and
family therapist who has worked with
trauma victims all over the world. “It’s
perfectly normal. Let it out. You have
been so busy worrying for and taking care
of other people that you have forgotten
to think of yourself.”

Yuriko lets out a big smile; suddenly
she seems relieved.

“Thank you for listening,” she says,
sighing. “Until now I didn’t really have
anyone I could speak to.”

The Japanese government has
worked to clean up the material damage
from the tsunami and find housing for
those it left homeless. The government
has been less determined in providing
survivors with needed psychological sup-
port. A number of volunteer groups,
most of them Japanese, have worked to
fill that hole, running community-based
support programs focused mainly on fun
activities for children and the elderly. A
few, however, have dug in deeper.

IsraAID, a humanitarian organiza-
tion funded by a number of North
American Jewish Federations, is one of
them. Arriving in Japan shortly after the
disaster, IsraAID’s small team of volun-
teers has supplied medical relief items,
provided training to handle post-trau-
matic stress disorder and organized art,
music, movement and drama therapy
sessions for residents of the many small
towns devastated by the tsunami.

The sessions, which utilize a most-
ly nonverbal approach to help people
express their feelings, have been so suc-
cessful that IsraAID is now planning to
operate a training center for at least
another year and a half. The NGO was
honored for its work recently by the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce in
New York.

“Israel, sadly, is pretty much a trau-
ma lab,” says Meirav Tal-Margalit, an
IsraAID volunteer and movement thera-
pist who works with domestic abuse 

Continued on page 24

By Boaz Arad

SENDAI, Japan (JTA) — Tears run
down the face of Kohata Yuriko as she
recalls the events of March 11 last year,
when a massive 9.0 magnitude earth-
quake struck off the coast of eastern
Japan in the early afternoon.

Shopping for groceries in the small
fishing town of Iwanuma, she heard the
tsunami sirens.

Realizing she had little time, Yuriko
collected her son and 93-year-old father
and fled. As her foot hit the gas pedal,
she could hear the horrible noise of the
wave as it came crashing through the
neighborhood.

Later that day, Yuriko learned that a
grandmother and her grandson, a good
friend of her son’s, perished in the neigh-
boring house as the tsunami smashed
into it. Upon hearing the news, her son
started to cry.

“Thank you mom,” he said again
and again. “Thank you for coming back
for me.”

Through an interpreter, Yuriko says
she still cries all the time when she’s
alone. “I’m so stressed and nervous that I
can hardly breathe,” she says.

But with the assistance of volunteers
and post-trauma experts from the Israeli
nongovernmental organization IsraAID,
she is beginning to learn to cope with
the tragedy.

Yuriko is sitting on the floor of a
caravan converted into a community
center in one of the temporary housing
sites built to accommodate the tens of
thousands of tsunami survivors who
lost their homes to the wave. Helped by
the aid workers she dances, bangs on
drums, laughs and smiles — and then,
asked to choose from a pile of special
cards used as psychotherapeutic tools,
she begins to cry.

It is the first time since the disaster
that she has cried in front of someone,
and Yuriko is apologetic. She has been
unemployed for nearly a year, shares a
cramped temporary housing unit with
her father, husband and son, and con-
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Wedding
Sarah Mayhan, daughter of Michael

and Marisa Mayhan, was married to
Jeffrey Tran in Chicago on Dec. 19,
2011. Sarah Tran works as an actress in
Chicago and as an events planner. Jeffrey
Tran is a financial trader. The couple
graduated from Northwestern University
and live in Chicago.

Bat Mitzvah
Raquel Aviva Pankowsky will be

called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on Sat.,
March 24, at 9:30 a.m.
at West End Synagogue.
Raquel is the daughter
of Susan Pankowsky
and Dan Pankowsky.
Her grandparents are
Eleanor Russell and
Jaime and Hanna
Pankowsky of San Antonio, Texas.

A seventh grader at Martin Luther
King, Jr. Magnet School, Raquel enjoys
singing, hanging out with friends, read-
ing, painting, learning Chinese and play-
ing with her dogs, Zoe and Ziva.

Raquel’s mitzvah project will help

fundraise for the Just Us program of the
Oasis Center. Raquel volunteers for and
will also be donating to next year’s pro-
gram of Room in the Inn at West End
Synagogue.

Honors
Debby Gould has been nominated

for the Athena Award given  annually to
a woman who has demonstrated leader-
ship and served as a mentor.  The award
ceremony will be March 26, 2012, at the
Schermerhorn Symphony Center.
Reservations can be made through www.
NashvilleATHENAAwards.org.

Dan Heller and Fabian Bedne have
been featured in the Nashville Scene’s
People Issue. Heller was recognized as a
community builder and Bedne was rec-
ognized as a Metro councilman. He is
the first Latino elected to that position.

Professional notes
Sherman Novoson has created a

blog that features Websites where kosher
foods are available, including luscious
desserts. Find it at http://sherman-
skosherblog.wordpress.com/.

Raquel Aviva
Pankowsky

On Feb. 23,  B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge #46 sponsored the sixth annual Braille
Challenge held at the Tennessee School for the Blind.  The event is a unique competition
that motivates students to improve Braille reading skills essential to their future success.
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Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

HOUSE AND PET
SITTER

Experienced house and pet
sitter, available evenings and
weekends.615-440-1633

CAREGIVERS
Caregiver, private duty
10 years experience
providing with total care
meal prep, light housekeeping
Worked in the community
references provided
Leslie Bracey 615-424-4879

around the town

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

GJCC adult classes
Register for adult classes today.

Space is limited. Go to www.nashville-
jcc.org for a complete listing. On Thurs.,
March 8, Elvis will be in the building —
for Purim — from 12:45 – 1:45 p.m.
This program for seniors is open to all
ages and you can enjoy a lunch at 11:45

with advance reservations. Patton James,
Elvis Presley, will wow you with his show.
You will think Elvis is back and you have
never heard him sound so great. This is
part of the Thank Goodness It’s
Thursday (TGIT) programs underwrit-
ten by a generous grant from the Jewish
Federation. For reservations, email car-
rie@nashvillejcc.org.

This is one of many images from the photography group SNAP that is on exhibit at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center through the month of March. In addition, textile cre-
ations by Rachel Kanter are on display. For information, contact Carrie Mills at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

A
re you a parent of a 3- or
4-year old? Are you
looking for a fun-filled
experience for your
child this summer?
Look no further – the

JCC’s Camp K’toni offers a summer
chock-full of fabulous adventures for
your wee one.  

You can sign your child up for any or
all of eight fun-filled weeks. Each week
has a different theme and promises to
excite, delight and exhaust your camper.
A sampling of the themes include Little
Chefs, Young Scientists Mini
Earthsavers and Zoomania. Every week
will feature a special visitor who fits in
perfectly with the .

Of course, what would camp be

without watery fun? Campers will
enjoy swimming throughout the week
– both with certified instructors and in
free swim.

There is a great deal of flexibility in
registration options so you can personal-
ize the schedule that works best for you
and your family.  You can send your child
two, three, four or five days per week,
and there is a multitude of before-care
and after-care options.

Camp starts on Mon., June 4, and
registration has begun. Camp spots are
filling up fast.  For more information, call
Melissa Worthington or Renee Geltzer
at 356-7170. You can also visit the JCC’s
website to learn more, www.nashville-
jcc.org (click on “Early Childhood” then
“Camp K’toni”). c

Camp K’toni promises fun and
adventures for 3- and 4-year olds 

C
onductor Michael Tilson
Thomas’s homage to his
grandparents, “The
Thomashefskys: Music &
Memories of a Life in the
Yiddish Theater,” will be

shown in Nashville on Thurs., March
29, at 7 p.m. Central Time on NPT2,
available to viewers on Comcast Digital
Cable channel 241, Charter Digital
Cable channel 176 and over the air on
channel 8.2.  “The Thomashefskys” is
part of Public Broadcasting’s ‘Great
Performances’.  It tells the story of Boris
and Bessie Thomashefsky, immigrants
from the Kiev province of Ukraine.
They became two of Yiddish theater’s
biggest stars, contributing not only as
performers but also as entrepreneurs.

Through musical comedy and drama,
they created a repertoire of new works
basesd on the experiences of immigrant
Jews in America. c

Public TV features Yiddish theater
greats, ‘The Thomashefskys’

T
he Nashville Jewish Film
Festival (NJFF) announces
the hiring of the new Film
Festival Director, Fran
Brumlik.  A native of
Chicago and former resi-

dent of California, Brumlik comes to the
Gordon JCC with years of JCC and
Jewish communal service experience. 

As the former producing director of
Chicago's National Jewish Theater
(NJT) she was instrumental in the
founding of the theater which was dedi-
cated to producing plays, musicals, read-
ings and workshops that shone a light on
the American Jewish experience.  

In addition to her position with
NJT, Brumlik also had the opportunity
to serve as president of the Council of
Jewish Theaters and on the contract
negotiating committee of the Producers
Association of Chicago during negotia-
tions with Actors Equity Association.

On the staff of the Chicago JCC for
more than 20 years, Brumlik has been

fortunate to hold several positions in
addition to that of the National Jewish
Theater. She served as the director of the
Skokie Senior Adult Center, a six-day-a-
week multi-purpose center, the director
of the Rogers Park Club JCC Day Camp
and as leader of teen leadership programs
at the Mayer Kaplan JCC.

For the past several years, she has
served as the executive director of sever-
al synagogues in California, the last
being Congregation Shomrei Torah in
Sonoma County. 

Brumlik’s move to Nashville is the
result of following grandchildren (and
daughter and son-in-law). She is excited
to be the new director of the Nashville
Jewish Film Festival, a union of her love
for all things Jewish and for cultural
enrichment.

The NJFF will host its Opening
Night on Nov. 7 and its Closing
Night on Nov. 15.  A schedule of
screenings will be available as details
are confirmed. c

Nashville Jewish Film Festival
announces new director
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE
FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)

Synergy Realty Network
C. 615.351.7333

FranklinPargh.com

PATRICIA STRAUS, Broker,
MBA, CRS, ABR

2009 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD
TOP SALES PERSON RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE, THE CITY PAPER
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

pstraus@realtracs.com

REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.

Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

Alan Sissel  646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
GOINS CUSTOM DESIGN

Interior/Exterior Painting
Excellent Pricing/Commercial/Residential

30 Plus Years Experience
Insured/Excellent Community References
No Job Too Small / 10% off with this ad

615-485-3141 Teresa Goins-Brim

YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 
Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 

Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251

Brentwood, TN 37027
Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances

Custom Kitchens and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

For discount, mention this ad. 
99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 

615-354-8011
www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED
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GET EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO CELEBRATE PASSOVER.
Kroger is helping you and your family 
enjoy the tastes and traditions of the season. 
With a complete selection of kosher foods, 
you can stock up on all your holiday favorites for less.

www.kroger.comwww.kroger.com

Beef Shoulder 
Roast
USDA Choice, 
Boneless

$699
With 
Card

Boneless, 
Skinless 
Chicken Breast
USDA Inspected

$499
lblb

With 
Card

Available at your 4560 Harding Road and 2131 Abbott Martin Road, Nashville, TN Kroger stores thru Friday, March 16, 2012

2$4With 
Card

For

Manischewitz 
Gefilte Fish 
Select Varieties, 24 oz

$599
With 
Card

Manischewitz 
Cake Mixes 
Select Varieties, 8.9-14 oz 

Manischewitz 
Macaroons  
Select Varieties, 10 oz 

$399
With 
Card

Manischewitz 
Potato 
Pancake
Select Varieties, 6 oz

Yehuda 
Matzos 
16 oz

$799
With 
Card

Kedem 
Grape Juice
Select Varieties, 64 oz

$599
With 
Card

Knotts 
Rolls
8 ct

2$3With 
Card

For
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1 out of every 8 
children under 
the age of 12 goes 
to bed hungry. 
Thanks to donors 
like you, this isn’t 
one of them.

Jewish Federation has a long track record of supporting innovative, ground-
breaking new programs that care for and feed the neediest among us.
It’s a successful strategy we apply to every issue we tackle. Whether promot-
ing Israel travel experiences, helping the unemployed live with dignity
or supporting families with special needs, together we do a world of good.
Donate. Volunteer. Make a difference today.

JewishFederations.org/AnnualCampaign 
facebook.com/jfederations   @jfederations

To learn more about doing a world of good, visit 
www.jewishnashville.org

In Japan, Israelis bring trauma expertise to tsunami victims
Continued on page 19

victims and residents of the rocket-
stricken Israeli town of Sderot. “We have
extensive experience in this field, and
the tools we use here have been proven
effective worldwide,” he adds. “We make
cultural adaptations, of course, but in the
end we are all human and we share the
same fears and the same dreams.”

It is a tight operation, effectively
run by two people: project manager
Yotam Polizer, a 28-year-old social
worker who spent the last few years
volunteering in Nepal; and project
coordinator Celia Dunkelman, an
energetic Indonesian-Jewish musician
who grew up in Japan and functions as

both translator and coordinator.
Polizer shuttles almost weekly between
workshops in affected towns and meet-
ings with Ministry of Health officials
in Tokyo.

“The main idea behind our activi-
ties is to supply the Japanese with the
therapeutic tools and the know-how to
help them deal with the trauma them-
selves,” Polizer says. “We locate local
community leaders and professionals
from the health and education sectors,
and work directly with them. They then
use what they learn and pass it on to
many more people than we can reach on
our own.”

One of these local leaders is
Chiho Shimura, an independent event

organizer from Tokyo who was so shak-
en by the disaster that she left her
business to volunteer with survivors in
her native Ishinomaki, a port city of
164,000. Ishinomaki was so badly dev-
astated by the tsunami that nearly a
fifth of its population now lives in
temporary housing.

Some survivors, tired of waiting for
the temporary shelters to be constructed,
returned prematurely to their partially
destroyed houses, living in some cases
with no heat or running water. Shimura
has been running a support center for
them, supplying warm clothes, mobile
heaters and food.

“I had a storm raging inside me for a
very long time,” she says. “And then, in

the first IsraAID workshop I participated
in, it finally came out. I cried like I have
never cried before, and it was so reliev-
ing. We’ve had Japanese social workers
come here and talk to people, but they
were not able to do what the Israelis
have done. They immediately saw into
our hearts. They definitely saw into
mine.”

IsraAID, Shimura adds, is different
than the other aid groups that have
come to Ishinomaki, delivered their
donations, made a speech, took some
pictures and left.

“They don’t just keep coming back,”
she says. “They come whenever we need
them, even on the weekends. They have
become a part of this place.”  c
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