
ty.  Remember, it takes one to make a
world of difference.  It takes us as a
community to do a world of good.

Here’s what fellow community
members had to say about the event:

Amy Paige:  “We’re good friends
of Amanda and David (Schwartz).  …
We’ve just embraced this community.
It’s not hard to embrace a community
like this because it’s so open.”

David Friedman: “The Jewish
population was larger in Washington.
Nashville is smaller and tighter.
Because it’s such a tight communi-
ty…we’ve made a lot of friends.”

Amy:  “As much as we’re
involved in music, this (Nashville’s
Jewish community) is kind of another
epicenter (of our lives.  People) can
be as involved as they want to be.  …
This feels like people have roots.
Here people want to give.  … It’s a
warmer community here. …”

Jacob Geltzer, sophomore at
Martin Luther
King Magnet
School, and Noah
Geltzer, eighth
grader at Bellevue
Middle School

Jacob: “At the
BBYO Brother-
hood Dinner on
Thursday night, I
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Tzedakah Tzunday
callers needed,
M&Ms provided

I
f you loved Our World’s Fair – or even if
you weren’t able to make it – there’s
another great opportunity to enjoy cama-
raderie and help Federation make a differ-
ence here in Nashville, around the world
and in Israel.  It’s Tzedakah Tzunday, the

Jewish Federation of Nashville’s annual phone-
a-thon, which takes place on Sun., Feb. 12, at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center.  

Tzedakah Tzunday volunteers are needed to
make the phone calls. No prior calling experi-
ence is needed; we will train volunteers.  Baby-
sitting is available with advance registration only.  

Four shifts are available on Sunday, plus two
shifts of follow-up calls on the evenings of Tues.,
Feb. 21, and Thurs., Feb. 23.  The Sunday shifts
run from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and consist of 30
minutes of training and two hours of actual call-
ing.  The follow-up shifts run from 7-9 p.m.  

To sign up, volunteers can fax their infor-
mation to 615/352-0056, call Susan Pankowsky
at 615/354-1676 or email her at susan@jew-
ishashville.org.  Additional information is avail-
able on the Federation web site, www.jewish-
nashville.org.  To sign up for baby-sitting, call
Barbara Schwarcz at 615/354-1630.  c

www.jewishobservernashville.org

talked about the World’s Fair and
handed out pamphlets.  Everybody
said they’d try to attend.”

Judy Lefkovitz:  “Jon Adam Ross
did an incredible
story that captured
the essence of
Jewish heritage.”

Jay Lefkovitz:
“I thought it was
really insightful
and showed the
role that the
Jewish Federation
plays.”

Sharece Phelps:  “I was surprised
knowing how
diverse people
are in the com-
munity and not
knowing their
stories.  The per-
former was great,
(bringing the
audience) from
ancient history to
the present.”

Robbie Lasky: “It was wonderful.
It brought the
c o m m u n i t y
together to learn
more about what
Federation does
for people in our
community as
well as around
the world.”

Continued on page 6

By Kathy Carlson

H
ey, were you at Our
World’s Fair? 

It took place on
Sunday afternoon,
Jan. 29, at the
Gordon Jewish

Community Center to kick off the
Jewish Federation of Nashville’s 2012
annual fundraising campaign.
Community members told five differ-
ent stories about their personal jour-
neys to Nashville from challenging
circumstances – such as living in the
Former Soviet Union or picking up
the pieces after the 2010 Nashville
floods.  They described how they’ve
rebuilt their homes and lives in
Nashville, and how Federation con-
nects them with the rest of the Jewish
community both here and around the
world.  An original performance by
actor Jon Adam Ross that he created
especially for Our World’s Fair tied it
all together with warmth and humor.

Attendees also connected with
eight of the world’s Jewish communi-
ties – Argentina, Ethiopia, Iran and
more – by sampling their cuisines at
stations set up for the World’s Fair.
Kevin Alexandroni, Bobbie Limor
and Goldie Shepard donated their
time and catered the event.

More than 300 people from across
Nashville’s Jewish community partici-
pated and chose to support the work
of Federation here, around the world
and in Israel through their generous
pledges.  Karen Yazdian and Brad
Fishel co-chaired the event, with
assists from throughout the communi-

Crowds line up for Our World’s Fair, 
support 2012 Federation Campaign

Nashville Jewish community.  They
have been funded through the New
Initiatives Grants created through the
2010 Best Jewish Nashville process.
Moreover, all of Nashville’s rabbis and
community agency directors have
endorsed the initiative.

“This special program is a perfect
fit in expanding our efforts to advance
Israel education and advocacy,” said
Federation Executive Director Mark
S. Freedman. “It will demonstrate
that even though members of the
community might hold diverse views
about Israel, there is more than
enough common ground that permits
us to be united in our support of the
Jewish state,” Freedman added.

To participate in the conversa-

tions – led by a Vanderbilt law profes-
sor who has facilitated many such
projects – all you have to do is first go
to a Website, to be announced in
March, and list your goals for the
Jewish community “when people dis-
agree strongly about Israel.” 

In order to participate, you must
submit the information.  Then, you
will be invited to one of five small-
group meetings.  There will be sepa-
rate sessions for NowGen participants
and for those ages 16-20.  Participants
in each individual session will create a
list of unanimously agreed-on goals;
representatives from each group will
then reach consensus on one state-
ment for the whole community.  

Continued on page 3

E
very member of
Nashville’s Jewish com-
munity – from age 16 on
up – will have the
unprecedented opportuni-
ty to share their thoughts

on goals for our community when
people disagree strongly about Israel.
It all starts next month and includes a
quick survey followed by guided group
conversations in which all opinions
are welcome and the goal is finding
common ground.

These Conversations about
Community and Israel are sponsored
by the Jewish Federation of Nashville’s
Community Relations Committee as a
way to foster open conversations on
issues concerning Israel within the

Unique guided discussions will seek 
community input on how to talk about Israel

Sharece Phelps

Jacob Geltser

Jay and Judy
Lefkovitz

Robbie Lasky
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FULLY SUBSIDIZED
 

YOUNG ADULT MISSION OPPO
RTUNITIES 

FOR THE SUM
MER OF 2012

National Young Leadership
Summer Mission to Israel

July 1 - 10, 2012 
(Young Professionals, ages 25 - 45)

You’ll get an insider’s look at the most
fascinating country in the world as you
explore Israel from the North to the Negev
getting to know its spirit, people, geography,
and history. Your Israeli peers and leaders
from the political, cultural, and business
worlds will introduce you to their country in
a new way. And as you deepen your
connection with Israel and its people, you’ll
develop a personal understanding of
how Federation, the most effective Jewish
fund-raising and community-building
organization, unites and cares for Jews
in Israel and worldwide.

If you have questions please contact Harriet Schiftan, 
Planning Director at harriet@jewishnashville.org 

or call 615-354-1687.

Application available online
at www.jewishnashville.org

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee has launched a new initiative to send
and fully subsidize promising young adults to the areas of the world where our help and attention

is needed most. In addition, we want to encourage those connected with Israel to deepen
their connection and share that enthusiasm with our local community.

Hands-On Mission to Beltsy,
Moldova with 

Greensboro, N.C. Federation
June 27 - July 8, 2012 

(For college students, grad students,
and those ages 22 - 35)

We are thrilled, for a second year, to partner
with the Greensboro, N.C. Federation in
their 12-year relationship with the Jewish
Community of Beltsy, Moldova, in the cre-
ation of Camp Delet, a week long camp for
children and families. On this trip you will
learn about the history of our Jewish people
in the Former Soviet Union (FSU) and be-
come an active contributor to the lives of
those still living there. Trip participants will be
facilitators and will be expected to lead pro-
grams and teach a skill (art, sports, dance,
Judaic-themed, etc.). Camp is a rich immer-
sion experience and one should be prepared
to participate fully. In addition to the camp
experience, there are group sightseeing out-
ings. This is a unique travel and immersion
group trip for young adults who are adven-
turous, enthusiastic, hard-working and look-
ing to have an incredible experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR BOTH TRIPS
DUE APRIL 11, 2012

G
et ready for Mitzvah
Madness: It’s better
than March Madness,
and hoops are not
involved.  

NowGen Nashville
is organizing a month of opportunities to
do a mitzvah, starting with three projects
on Sun., Feb. 26, and continuing
through March.  NowGen Nashville is a
resource for the local young adult Jewish
community, supported by the Jewish
Federation of Nashville. 

“It’s important for our generation to
give back in a hands-on way,” said Joel
Abramson, the Federation’s community
engagement associate.  Other Jewish
communities have held similar months
of community service, and NowGen
Nashville decided to get on board.
“What we have is time and energy,” he
continued.  “It’s a really easy way for our
generation to give back.”

To sweeten the deal, NowGen
Nashville is holding a Mitzvah
Madness Kickoff Party later on Sun.,
Feb. 26, at Strategic Hospitality’s
Aerial Nashville, 411 Broadway.  You
must participate in a Mitzvah Madness
service project, be at least 21 years old
and bring a canned good to attend.
The party runs from 4-6 p.m. and
includes food, live music and drinks.

Here are the three projects set for
Feb. 26:

Cemetery Clean-up, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the collective cemeteries of
Congregation Sherith Israel, West End
Synagogue and The Temple -
Congregation Ohabai Sholom, located
at 2001 15th Avenue North in North

Nashville. This project
involves maintenance work
and participants are asked
to bring work gloves,
rakes, garbage bags, buck-
ets and sponges, if possible.  

Tie-Blanket project,
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Vanderbilt Hillel in the Ben
Schulman Center for Jewish Life,
2421 Vanderbilt Place.  Participants
will make blankets for Vanderbilt
Children’s Hospital. If you can, please

bring scissors and fleece 36 x 36
inches or larger.

Akiva project
(Jmingle only), 1-3 p.m. at
Akiva School, 809 Percy
Warner Boulevard.  Jmingle

and Hillel seniors will paint
fences, wash classrooms and

pull weeds.
Additional projects are in the

works for March: three Room at the
Inn evenings at The Temple, in

which volunteers cook and serve food

for homeless guests and optionally stay
the night; packing Kosher Food Boxes at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center
for those in need; and a blood drive for
college students at Vanderbilt Hillel’s
Schulman Center, co-sponsored by
Vanderbilt Hillel and the Alpha Epsilon
Pi fraternity. 

To register for service opportunities,
go to nowgennashville.org.  Full infor-
mation on all of the projects is available
there, and you can contact joel@jewish-
nashville.org for more information. c

By Kathy Carlson

V
anderbilt Hillel Execu-
tive Director Ari Dubin
has been named one of
eight David M. Cohen
Fellows by Hillel to
receive executive coach-

ing and mentoring over the next 18
months.  This is the first year for the pro-
gram, established through the generosity
of Abby and David Cohen.

The David M. Cohen Fellowship
was created to provide Hillel’s highest-
performing and highest-potential direc-
tors with tools to strengthen and sharpen
their skills, resulting in greater profes-
sional excellence and increased capacity
for the Hillels they lead, the organization
said in a statement.

David M. Cohen currently serves as
deputy commissioner – labor counsel of
the New York City Police Department.
An officer of Hillel’s Board of Directors,
he serves as a vice chair of the Board and
chair of Hillel’s Human Resources
Committee.  Abby Joseph Cohen is pres-
ident of the Global Markets Institute and
senior investment strategist at Goldman
Sachs. Together, the Cohens are mem-
bers of Hillel’s International Board of
Governors and were honored at the
Hillel International Gala in June 2006.

Dubin, who is in his seventh year as
Vanderbilt Hillel executive director,
calls the fellowship a holistic mentoring
program.  “Hillel International has been
trying for years to explore different ways
to give Hillel professionals advanced
training and mentoring opportunities.”

“This is a unique opportunity for a

Hillel administrator to improve his man-
agerial skills and to add those skills to his
ability to work with the young people on
the campus,” said Cynthia Morin, chair
of Vanderbilt Hillel’s board.

Dubin will begin his fellowship this
month with a three-day seminar to be
held at Hillel’s Schusterman
International Center in Washington,
D.C. The fellowship runs through
August 2013.  Hillel: The Foundation for
Jewish Campus Life serves Jewish under-
graduate and graduate students at more
than 550 colleges and communities in
the North America, South America,
Israel, and the former Soviet Union. 

Dubin and the other Cohen Fellows
will be evaluated by students, lay leaders,
staff and other stakeholders.  From the
evaluations, individualized educational
programs will be created for the Fellows,
who will work with professional coaches.
Each Cohen Fellow will also be assigned a
mentor from Hillel’s top leadership – a
member of either Hillel’s International
Board of Governors or Board of Directors.

Upon successful completion of the
first 12 months of the Fellowship, each
Fellow will be able to access up to $2,500
from a resource pool for further profes-
sional development.

Fellows will learn from coaches and
mentors and from one another in pro-
grams and events during the Hillel annu-
al conference and through ongoing con-
versations, Dubin said. 

“I’ve learned so much in seven years,”
he said.  “This is the perfect moment for
me to take a look back at how I’m doing
here, how to tweak (programs), change
them or (let them) stay the same.”  c

Vandy Hillel’s Dubin awarded 
David M. Cohen Fellowship

T
he Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish
Federation has initiated
two new projects and is
looking for help in mov-
ing the projects forward.

The first project is to improve com-
munication between  the Tennessee
Jewish community and our elected repre-
sentatives.  Over the years, the Jewish
Federations of Nashville, Memphis,
Knoxville and Chattanooga have joined
together, once a year, for a “Day on the
Hill” for the purpose of making contact
with Tennessee Legislators on issues of
Jewish concern.  However, even the
resources of the combined Jewish com-
munities are limited and the overall
impact has been marginal.  

Last year the CRC proposed and the
Federation Board adopted a plan to create
a more organized and coordinated
approach to relating with our elected offi-
cials.  The plan contemplates that each
Federation would create long-standing

relationships with their local state elected
officials.  The CRC is looking for someone
who is interested in leading this effort in
cooperation with the Jewish Federations
of Memphis, Chattanooga and Knoxville.

The second project is to monitor the
content of textbooks approved for use in
Tennessee public schools for content
relating to Jews and Judaism.  The proj-
ect would work with the assistance of the
Institute for Curriculum Services, an
organization affiliated with the San

Francisco Jewish Community Relations
Council.  The Institute has resources
through which it is able to review and
critique textbooks used in public schools
around the country.  It makes its infor-
mation and resources available to local
groups who are interested in initiating
monitoring activities in their localities.

Anyone interested in joining on
either of these projects, should contact
either Irwin Venick at Ivenick@aol.com or
Judy Saks at judy@jewishnashville.org. c

CRC initiates new projects; seeks participants

Free Estimates    
Ken & Annette Lewis -owners 

est. 1989

Great Referrals
615-594-1960

Packing Express
Custom Packing / Unpacking Services

Moving?  Need Help Packing?

Do a world of good during NowGen’s Mitzvah Madness
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On Sunday, February 12, 2012 we will come together in spirit and in action as one community to make the world 
a better place. Please answer our phone call, and make a generous donation to the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign so that thousands of needy Jews in our community, in Israel and around the world can get the help 
they need.

Your support of Federation helps us fi ght poverty, rescue and resettle 
Jewish immigrants, and strengthen Jewish life. 

P.S. If you miss our call, please donate online at www.jewishnashville.org

Tzedakah Tzunday is February 12   One day.  One call.  One community. 

One day to come together. 

  One day to touch the world.

Unique guided discussions 
will seek community input
Continued from page 1

The discussion program, called
Conversations about Community and
Israel, will be facilitated by Roger
Conner, an adjunct professor at
Vanderbilt Law School who has worked
extensively in conflict resolution.
“Nashville may be the nation’s first
Jewish community to use the facilitated-
discussion process to seek common
ground on how to deal with intense and
strongly felt differences over the Jewish
homeland,“ Conner said.

“We hope this will be a model that
people in other cities will want to copy,”
said Judy Saks, the Federation’s commu-
nity relations director.  “It’s a great
opportunity for the whole community to
participate.” 

Irwin Venick, chair of the
Community Relations Committee,
hopes that “through this transparent
process, we are offering everyone in the
community the opportunity to share
their views on how the Nashville Jewish
community can have  open, informed
and meaningful discussions on the many
issues that face Israel.”

You will not need to have access to
a computer to participate.  In addition to
the Website, there will be forms for peo-
ple to fill out by good old pen or pencil
and then submit to Conner.  He will cre-
ate a database with the answers to guide
the conversation groups, but “the names
of people who submit their ideas will not
be made public,” Conner said.

Before coming to Vanderbilt,
Conner worked with Search for
Common Ground (SFCG),  an interna-
tional NGO that specializes in societal
conflict resolution.  While at SFCG,
Conner helped develop consensus among
people on the right and left on issues
ranging from public funds for faith-based
organizations to ex-prisoner reentry.  

“This is a unique opportunity for
meaningful community input and partic-
ipation in an effort to express our love
and support for the State of Israel,” said
Ted Mayden, president of the Federation
Board of Directors.

Please keep an eye on your emails
and the Observer for full details on how
to participate, and remember, we want to
hear from everyone. c

Nechama Carlebach brought the audience of 200 to its feet, dancing around 3rd and
Lindsley club when she performed with the Green Pastures Baptist Church Choir in
January. The crowd swayed, clapped and sang along during the West End Synagogue
fundraiser. Photo: Michael Herman

T
he Nashville Philhar-
monic Orchestra, a com-
munity orchestra with
over 70 members, is bring-
ing symphonic classics to
your neighborhood with

an upcoming free concert.
Its Sun., Feb. 19, concert will be

held at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center at 3 p.m., followed by its Sun.,
Feb. 26, concert at the Nashville Public
Library, 615 Church Street in Nashville
at 3 p.m.

Works include C.M. von Weber’s
“Overture to Oberon;” C. Gounod’s
“Petite Symphonie for Wind Nonet;” G.
F. Handel’s “Royal Fireworks;” P.
Grainger’s “Irish Tune from County
Derry;” John Mock’s “From the
Shoreline” with string orchestra, guitar,
concertina, tin whistle soloist and slide
photography.

For more information about the
Nashville Philharmonic Orchestra, its
concert schedule, or to become a mem-
ber of its orchestra, please contact Alice
Smith at 615/383-1800, or visit
www.nashvillephilharmonic.org. c

Nashville 
orchestra to
play at GJCC

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to 
www.jewishnashville.org
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6:30 p.m. at the GJCC

Come and learn how to speak conversational Hebrew.
No previous knowledge required.

First meeting 
Thursday, March 1

Second meeting
Thursday, March 15

Further dates to be announced

6:30 p.m. at the GJCC

Led by:  Inbar Shaked – The Israeli Shlicha
*coffee and snacks provided
For RSVP – inbar@jewishnashville.org

615-354-1632

THANK 
YOU!

Congregation Micah thanks  
its incredible members and  
the community-at-large for  
helping us make the match!   

Together we raised $2.3 million  
towards our endowment, building 

expansion, and new preschool:  
The Micah Children’s Academy.  

We couldn’t have done it without you. 

!vcr vsu,

By Wayne L. Firestone

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Just as
college students were finishing their win-
ter exams, New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg selected a partnership of The
Technion Israel Institute of Technology
and Cornell University to build a campus
on Roosevelt Island that will become a
global center for technological talent and
entrepreneurship.  Few people know that
before these universities formalized collab-
oration on today’s most cutting-edge engi-
neering and scientific work, the Hillels at
each of the institutions collaborated
through networks of entrepreneurial stu-
dents to advance common interests that
spanned Jewish, social and business realms.

In this and many other respects, our
students are ahead of us. In developing
direct student-to-student ties, they have
chosen the most direct way to connect
with Israel via their Israeli peers. On
more than 75 campuses nationwide, stu-
dents are connected directly with Israel
Fellows and MASA peer interns (trained
by the Jewish Agency and Hillel) who
encourage them to participate in scores
of student Israel initiatives that speak to
diverse political, cultural, educational
and social interests.  Today, tens of thou-
sands of college students are now proac-
tively defining their relationship with
Israel in the most meaningful and inti-
mate ways and not merely embracing a
slogan, ideology or myth.

This picture is much different than
the one often presented by campus critics
and commentators. As an example, Tom
Friedman of The New York Times recent-

ly presented a distorted picture of stu-
dents’ relationships to Israel. He claimed
students at leading universities would
“boycott” appearances by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The
immediate reaction this produced proved
him wrong:  Three dozen mainstream stu-
dent leaders from the University of
Wisconsin responded by signing a public
statement of support of the U.S.-Israel
relationship — and sent it to Friedman —
and a group of Jewish student leaders
invited Netanyahu to speak on campus.

A similar phenomenon occurred last
year when Israeli Ambassador to the U.S.
Michael Oren was outrageously inter-
rupted at the University of California,
Irvine, by a small fringe group whose
leaders were subsequently expelled,
indicted and criminally convicted.
Allowed to finish his speech, Oren did
actually receive a standing ovation,
although it was not a focus in the media.

UC Irvine was not the only campus
to invite Oren; 85 student government
presidents have invited the ambassador to
speak on their campuses.  Disruption of
speakers and boycotts are real threats to
democratic conversation and should not
be conflated with other forms of legiti-
mate political dissent or discourse.

For the past decade — regardless of
the sitting government in Israel — we
have seen students regularly exploring
Israel personally, emotionally and intel-
lectually in deeper and more nuanced
ways than prior generations, even when
they are confused or have questions about
their Jewish identity or specific Israeli
government policies.  Many spent their
winter break in Israel on a Birthright trip
in a year forecasting more than 40,000
participants.  Whether or not students
agree with a particular policy of the Israeli
government is probably the wrong ques-
tion to ponder. The right question is how
to make space for the “next generation”
and beyond to love and explore Israel in
their own way.

This spring semester, many students
will return to the 22 North American
campuses that were energized in the fall 
by Hillel’s public “Talk Israel” discussions, 

Continued on page 5

Colleges playing catch-up on Israel

commentary & opinion
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letter
To the Editor:
I have been a resident of Middle

Tennessee for 12 years now. I moved here
from Israel at the age of 22 after com-
pleting my military combat service,
which included months in South
Lebanon, Gaza and Judea and Samaria
among others. I would like to believe I
have a minimal understanding of the
security needs of our Israel, and these
days I say OUR Israel with pride. 

The reason I’m writing this note is
to thank our community which
includes: Sherith Israel, West End
Synagogue, The Temple, Congregation
Micah, Chabad of Nashville, Akiva
School, and the Gordon JCC for closing
their doors to an organization that a
Knesset Committee, headed by
Chairman Danny Danon, on March 23,
2011, concluded is a Pro-Palestinian
group, “J Street is a Pro-Palestinian and
not Pro-Israel and gives cover to organi-
zations that support and encourage trade
and academic boycotts of Israel.”  It is
worth mentioning that in 2011 this
group was responsible, among others, for
a failed lobbying campaign opposing a
U.S. veto of a one-sided UN Security
Council resolution against Israel; the
revelation that J Street head Jeremy
Ben-Ami was very misleading regarding
funding from billionaire George Soros;
and support for the notorious
“Goldstone Report” in Congress. Rep.
Gary Ackerman (D-NY) has referred to
J Street as a group “so open-minded
about what constitutes support for Israel
that its brains have fallen out.” 

In my opinion it is enough to look at
this lobbying organization’s record in
D.C. to realize that this organization is
not a friend of Israel. We should all take
note that Prime Minister of Israel
Benjamin (Bibi) Netanyahu, on June 5,
2011, refused to meet their delegation
for the above reasons, even though offi-
cially it was said to be due to a “time con-
flict.” It is important that our communi-
ty stay united with Israel and continue
denying aid and comfort to those who
seek to delegitimize its sovereignty,
democracy and existence.  

Tomer Minuskin 
T.Minuskin@gmail.com

•
The opinions expressed in letters to the

editor represent those of the writer and do
not represent the opinions of the Nashville
Jewish Federation or the Observer. The
Federation and Observer encourage spirited
and civil discussion of issues affecting the
Nashville Jewish community, issues affect-
ing Jews and the State of Israel. 

Continued from page 4
held in 20-by-20 tents in the hearts of their 
campuses. “Talk Israel” engaged more than
4,000 Jewish and non-Jewish students, 55
percent of whom were not affiliated with
Hillel.  The event demonstrated the viabil-
ity and self-confidence of Jewish students
to “take back” the campus from polarizing
voices by providing facilitated forums for
civil discourse. “Talk Israel” will launch this
spring on a host of other campuses.

Further, the self discovery occurring
back on campus following the Israel trips is
beginning to influence the larger unin-
volved student cohort.  According to The
Israel Project-American Israeli
Cooperative Enterprise (TIP-AICE)

online survey of 800 college students (400
Jewish), Jewish students may know less
about Israel’s history and politics than
prior generations but they seem to know
more about its people and are significantly
more sympathetic than previously
thought.  In that survey, which was con-
ducted last October and November by
Neil Newhouse and Robert Blizzard, 68
percent of respondents defined themselves
as “close” or “very close” to Israel and 73
percent agreed that Jews in America and
Israel share a common identity.

Indeed, there are pernicious efforts to
boycott Israeli speakers, goods and even
academics on college campuses that will
be highlighted at a forthcoming national

conference on the boycott divestment
and sanctions (BDS) movement to be
held at the University of Pennsylvania.
Despite a decade of efforts, the BDS
movement has failed to make inroads on
any of the campuses visited by its support-
ers, and this time was greeted by an imme-
diate Penn official statement that it “…
does not support sanctions or boycotts
against Israel. Indeed, Penn has important
and successful scholarly collaborations
with Israeli institutions that touch on
many areas of our academic enterprise.”

Indeed, when asked about BDS
activity in the TIP-AICE poll in light of
the prevailing trends on campus, Jewish
students overwhelmingly opposed these

efforts, 70 percent to 5 percent.
When I visit campuses, it is not sur-

prising that Jewish and non-Jewish stu-
dents ask how they can visit or return to
Israel now that their schools have dropped
restrictive study abroad measures and are
expanding academic ties. This is good
news. Jewish students today see Israel, warts
and all, as valuable and relevant to their
lives. It is encouraging to see universities
building new academic bridges in an effort
to catch up with their students’ already
connected imaginations and passions. c

Wayne L. Firestone is president and
CEO of Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish
Campus Life.

Colleges playing catch-up on Israel
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Crowds line up for Our World’s Fair an
Continued from page 1

Reva Heller:  “It was a very inform-
ative and engaging program with some-
thing for everyone in the community.
There was food for everyone and food for
the brain.  I was surprised to see the faces
of flood survivors; I didn’t know those
particular folks.  It just brings it close to
home.”

Gene Heller:  “It was great. I’m not
surprised when the Federation does
something that’s great.”  Ross’s perform-
ance and the videos of community mem-
bers’ stories were “very good. … Not
only that, I’ve known (some of) them for
years and didn’t know their stories.”

Lee Becker: “It’s very informative
because normally we don’t realize all that
Federation does and how they reach out
to different countries and different peo-
ple.  … It’s important for us to know
where our money goes.” c

World’s Fair Co-Chairs Brad Fishel and Karen Yazdian with Sandy Averbuch, 
2012 Annual Campaign chair

The audience filled every seat — and more.  Photos: Rick Malkin

Naomi Levitt and Yonah

Vanderbilt Hillel members provided activities for children.

Attendees check out the information and
items at the countries’ table displays.

To view the stories of local families, 
go to

www.jewishnashville.org/page.aspx?id=250907
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nd support 2012 Federation Campaign

Jon Adam Ross performs a short history of
the “Wandering Jew.”

Program participants, from left:  Vlada Melekhin, Sandy Averbuch, Jon Adam Ross, Fabian Bedne, 
Helen Hanai, Karen Yazdian, Brad Fishel, Amanda and David Schwartz

From left: Kim Lapidus, Jessica Averbuch, Tara Mittleberg, Rebecca Klements

James Kilby, Michael and Lauren Herman

Daniel Biller, Erin Zagnoev, Jeremy and Jamie Brook

Robin Cohen, Azita Yazdian, Dianne Berry
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Your Real Estate Resource
David Roberts 
Cell: 615-430-1598 

Office: 615-383-6600 
droberts@droberts.info  

2319 Crestmoor Rd. Nashville, TN 37215 

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

LISA SPILLER
Director of Sales and Marketing

2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills Belle Meade Jewelry & Repair
Rings Sized, Jewelry Repaired While U Wait

Platinum • 14k • 18k • Watch Batteries & Repair
Sterling Silver • Prong Rebuilding • Appraisals

Eyeglass Repair • Antique Restoration

Scott Isaacs - Owner
Belle Meade Plaza

4522 Harding Road

Bellemeadejewelry.com                                    615-269-3288

LISA SPILLER-BLAUSTONE

Tim Gregory
Graphic Designer

Phone and Fax 615.646.7765

Tgregorydesign@comcast.net

I
n the Spring of 2011, Akiva’s
Board of Directors unanimously
approved a strategic vision that
will guide the school through the
next five years.  The plan was
developed by Daniel Biller, Jere

Carman, Ron Galbraith, Sara Hanai
(chair), Stacey Hanai, Shaul Kelner,
Rabbi Phil Lieberman, Andy May,
Daniella Pressner, Nechama Rothstein,
Harriet Schiftan, Patricia Schwartz and
Igal Zamir.  This diverse and committed
group of individuals from the Nashville
Jewish community, includes educators,
past, present and future parents and
those who value Akiva as a strong asset
for the community.  

The process began with an examina-
tion of the school’s mission and core val-
ues and a focused discussion of what
makes Akiva graduates unique. It culmi-
nated in a document that puts forth the
priorities for Akiva through 2015.  The

benchmarks fall within three goals:  
Goal 1: Provide Exemplary

Education  
Goal 2: Create a Sustainable Model

that Will Ensure a Vibrant School for
the Next Generation  

Goal 3: Be Recognized as a
Community Asset.  

Within each of these goals, strate-
gies, tasks and a clear timeline have been
laid out to ensure accountability and
continued growth.     

As Akiva forges ahead and meets
the benchmarks, its staff and board will
continually review the plan and cele-
brate its successes with the community
to ensure that Akiva continues on its
path to becoming a leader in Jewish Day
School education.  

For more information or to become
a part of Akiva’s future, please contact
Patricia Schwartz, head of school, at
356-1880. c

Akiva’s strategic vision 
sets course for the future

T
he GJCC’s February Art
Exhibit includes the work
of Brian Nash, Garth Potts
and Lori Gilmore.  The
exhibit opening will be
held on Thurs., Feb. 9,

from 7-9 p.m. and will feature a Valentine
jewelry sale by Cindy David Jewelry as
well as live music by Tom Shinness.

Brian Nash has had four exhibits
and many more lined up; he was repre-
sented by art galleries in Nashville,
Louisville, Memphis and in several other
cities; had pieces on permanent display
at high-end retail stores in Nashville and
New York City; and  decorated an entire
waiting room with his paintings at La
Bonheur Children’s Hospital in
Memphis. He is currently writing and
illustrating a children’s book.

Garth Potts works on display are a
series called “Scenes of the Lower East
Side.” The media tool for these works is
brush marker.  Since 1991, he has been the
Executive Director of the Birmingham,
Ala., Levite Jewish Community Center.
He does many forms of artwork, including
caricatures, illustrations, paintings, char-

coal portraits and calligraphy. 
Lori Gilmore has been experiment-

ing primarily with water color paint since
college at University of California, Santa
Barbara. In 2004, she began studio art
classes with well known artist Charles
Brindley, as a therapeutic method and
emotional outlet. Inspired by the beauti-
ful tree studies her teacher was well
known for, she gravitated toward expres-
sionistic acrylic paintings of the beauty
she found in nature upon her hikes. She
than sought out more technique and took
drawing classes in addition to the studio
painting at Watkins College of Art and
Design and began using an oil medium.

For more information on this and
other exhibits, call Carrie Mills at the
GJCC, 356-7170, or contact her via
email at carrie@nashvillejcc.org. c

GJCC art exhibit features works
by Nash, Potts and Gilmore

The Observer 
is now online!

You can find the latest issue, 
past issues, plus streaming news

updates and links to 
Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobserver
nashville.org

Now you have a choice:  
Read the print edition 

or read us online. 

ADVERTISE IN THE OBSERVER!
Call  Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager 

at 615-354-1699 or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

National Conference on 
Jewish Affairs-Nashville

The National Conference on Jewish Affairs is dedicated to 

supporting the rights and safety of the Jewish people in America, 

in Israel and around the world under the Rule of Law by providing 

strong Jewish leadership, advocacy and education to respond to 

and counter the growing, orchestrated demonizing of Israel, Jewry, 

and America.

join us by sending your name and email to
ncjanashville@gmail.com

http://nationalconferenceonjewishaffairs.org/
http://www.ncjanashville.org/

Chazak Achsav!-Strength Now!
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lifecycles
Bat Mitzvah

Bree Levy will be
called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on Sat.,
Feb., 25, at 11 a.m. at
The Temple. Bree is the
daughter of Dalese and
Bruce Levy. Her grand-
parents are Paula and
Anthony Bevacqua and
Sheila and Stuart Levy.

A seventh grader at University
School of Nashville, Bree enjoys baking,
playing video games, hanging out with
friends and playing with her dog, Jackson.

Honor
The Nashville Adult Literacy

Council has selected as its recipients for
Volunteer of the Year Gerry and Mary
Hausman. The award was presented at
the NALC dinner in November 2011.
Gerry has been a tutor for the NALC
since 2009,  while Mary started her work
as a tutor shortly after she retired as assis-
tant general attorney for Davidson
County in June 2010. Both find their
work with Nashville’s immigrant popula-

tion to be greatly rewarding and believe
they receive far more than they can ever
get back. 

Sympathy
. . . to the family of Marvin J.

Rosenblum, M.D., 89, who died Jan.
25. Preceded in death by parents, E.N.
and Selma Z. Rosenblum; siblings, Rose
Silverman, Dr. Herman Rosenblum,
Ann Brodsky, Harold Rosenblum,
Stella Sigal and Dr. Sol Rosenblum.
Survived by nieces, nephews, great
nieces and nephews, and great-great
nieces and nephews. Dr. Rosenblum was
a respected physician, having helped
thousands of patients throughout his 65
years of practice, and was also a clinical
professor emeritus with distinction at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
He was very passionate about
Vanderbilt School of Medicine. His
interests were primarily art, music, fam-
ily and community, with a special inter-
est for the Vanderbilt medical program.
He gave generously to the arts and edu-
cation. He was a member of
Congregation Sherith Israel and The
Temple. A special thanks to his friends
and caregivers during his illness.
Memorials may be made to the
Vanderbilt School of Medicine, c/o
Vanderbilt University Gift Records Office,
V.U. Sta. B-357727, 2301 Vanderbilt
Place, Nashville, TN 37235-7727. 

Bree Levy 

REMINDER

Applications for camp scholarships from the Jewish Federation must be
turned in to Vanessa Leibowitz by Wed., Feb. 29. Contact Leibowitz at
354-1624 or Vanessa@jewishnashville.org. c

February 7-12 TPAC’S 
JACKSON HALL

ONE WEEK ONLY!  tpac.org/southpacific 
615-782-4040
TPAC Box Office Downtown 

Groups of 10 or more call 615-782-4060

A time for the Jewish 
Community to prepare special

foods and celebrate this 
meaningful time of year. 
Be sure to be a part of 

this annual issue.

Publication date is
March 2, 2012

Deadline for ads is
February 24, 2012

Contact Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax 615-352-0056

Coming 
March 2, 2012

The 

Passover
Issue
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.

around the town
WES Family Shabbat

On Fri., Feb. 17, at West End
Synagogue, Rabbi Kliel Rose will lead a
spirited, musical family service at 5:45
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:15. Goody
bags for December, January and February
birthdays will be distributed. Open to
the community, there is a charge. Call
269-4592 by Feb. 12 for dinner reserva-
tions and information or contact
office@westendsyn.org.

Havrelock to speak
The Jewish Studies Department of

Vanderbilt University presents Rachel

Havrelock speaking on “The History of the
Map of Israel,” on Mon., Feb. 20, at 4 p.m.
in room 123 Buttrick Hall at Vanderbilt.
The lecture is free and open to the public.

Pajama Havdalah
All families with children (ages

infant through first grade) are invited to
West End Synagogue Sat., Feb. 25, to say
goodbye to Shabbat. There will be a free
dinner (seudah shlishit) at 5 p.m. fol-
lowed by an exploration of Havdalah
with story, crafts and music at 5:30.
Then, we’ll join the Havdalah service in
the social hall at 6:20 led by WES second
and third grade students. RSVP to
office@westendsyn.org by Feb. 20.

The Program in Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University presents Human Beatbox and
vocal musician, Yuri Lane. He will perform “From Tel Aviv to Ramallah,”  a hip-hop trav-
elogue of peace. It is Lane's part hip-hop performance, part street-wise documentary.
Lane weaves a vox-pop tapestry of Palestinian and Israeli voices into a mosaic of the
Middle East. He will perform on Mon., Feb. 20, at 8 p.m. in the Vanderbilt Commons
Multipurpose Room. Contact Lindsey Bunt at lindsey.bunt@vanderbilt.edu or
615/322.5029 for more information.

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, D.D.S., M.S.

Specialist in Orthodontics Diplomate,
American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
Nashville, TN 37215 • Ph. 269-5903

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE
FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)

Synergy Realty Network
C. 615.351.7333

FranklinPargh.com

PATRICIA STRAUS, Broker,
MBA, CRS, ABR

2009 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD
TOP SALES PERSON RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE, THE CITY PAPER
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

pstraus@realtracs.com

REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.

Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

Alan Sissel  646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
GOINS CUSTOM DESIGN

Interior/Exterior Painting
Excellent Pricing/Commercial/Residential

30 Plus Years Experience
Insured/Excellent Community References
No Job Too Small / 10% off with this ad

615-485-3141 Teresa Goins-Brim

YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 
Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 

Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum

CLU - REBC - RHU - CLTC
Ruth Alexander

Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 
Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 

214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251
Brentwood, TN 37027

Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances

Custom Kitchens and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

For discount, mention this ad. 
99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 

615-354-8011
www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com
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The poorest Jews 
in the world live in 
the former Soviet 
Union. Last year you 
helped 168,000 find 
reason to smile.

By supporting leading-edge food distribution systems and an innova-
tive network of centrally located community centers, Jewish Federation 
is helping seniors across the former Soviet Union live with dignity and 
pride. It’s a successful strategy we apply to every issue we tackle. Wheth-
er responding to natural disasters, helping the unemployed or support-
ing innovative Jewish education, together we do a world of good.
Donate. Volunteer. Make a difference today.

JewishFederations.org/AnnualCampaign 
facebook.com/jfederations   @jfederations

To learn more about doing a world of good, visit 
www.jewishnashville.org

Throughout the United States
and in many parts of the
world, there is a concerted

effort to delegitimze the State of
Israel. One of the tactics being used
is a boycott of Israeli products. This
action has been seen in several loca-
tions in our country.

In an effort to counter that boy-
cott and support Israel, many Jewish
communities and organizations have
urged Americans to buy Israeli prod-
ucts. The Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and The Observer want
to make it easier for Nashvillians to
find Israeli-made goods by publish-
ing a list of the products and where
to find them, locally.

We need your help. If you know
of available products and the stores
that carry them, email that informa-
tion to judy@jewishnashville.org.
Food, clothing, jewelry, wine, etc.,
whatever you have found, please
share it with our community.

See the updated list, below and
send your additions to judy@jewish
nashville.org or call 354-1637.

Israeli silver jewelry - 
area TJMaxx stores

Geffen Pickles – Belle Meade 
Kroger

Sabra Hummus and dips – area 
grocery stores and Costco

Eden Feta Cheese – Trader Joe’s
Dorot frozen garlic and herbs – 

Trader Joe’s
Telma products – Publix
Moroccan Hair Oil treatment – 

Cosmetics Market
Sweet Clementines (oranges) – 

Costco
Cedars Halva – Whole Foods 

refrigerated section
Streit’s Quinoa and Israeli 

Couscous – Harris Teeter
Jaffa Oranges – Publix
Muscato wine by Golan 

Wineries – Bud’s Wine and 
Liquor, Green Hills

Carries musical instruments made 
in Israel – Gymboree Play & 
Music, Cool Springs

Yehuda Yahrzeit candles – Whole 
Foods  

Yehuda matzos – Kroger
Yehuda and Aviv matzo products –

Whole Foods
Cosmetics found at Target:

Equate 3 Micro Remodeling 
Cream

Daily Regenerating Serum
Eye Lifting Serum
My Time Firming Cream

Naot shoes and sandals – 
Cute and Comfy Shoes, 
Green Hills

Buy
Israel!

The Observer 
is now online!

You can find the latest issue, 
past issues, plus streaming news

updates and links to 
Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobserver
nashville.org

Now you have a choice:  
Read the print edition 

or read us online. 


