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By CHARLES BERNSEN

S
unday, Feb. 8 is Tzedakah
Tzunday, the biggest
fundraising event of the
year for the Jewish
Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee,

and among the volunteers staffing the
phone banks at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center will be Tanner
McCormick and 21 other teenagers
participating in the Get Connected
exchange program with Israel. 

“I’m volunteering because I think
it’s important that the Federation con-
tinue to make an impact both within
and outside of Nashville,” said Tanner,
a 17-year-old junior at Montgomery
Bell Academy. “I’m also helping
because I’m grateful to the Federation

for its ongoing support of the Get
Connected program, because they've
helped my sister and now me make the
trip to Israel.”

Get Connected is one of 81
unique programs and projects funded
by the Nashville Feder-ation to sup-
port the Jewish community here, in
Israel and around the world. Tzedakah
Tzunday, the annual daylong phone-a-
thon, typically reaches 1,000 people
and accounts for more than 20 percent
of the individual gifts to the
Federation’s annual campaign. As it

heads into Tzedakah Tzunday, the the
2015 campaign is more than halfway
to its goal of $2.5

Volunteers are needed to staff any
of three 2½-hour shifts between 9 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center, plus two 2-hour
followup shifts from 7-9 p.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 11 and Tuesday, Feb.
24.  Each shift includes 30 minutes of
training to prepare callers to speak
with family and friends about the
Nashville Federation and the programs
it funds. Volunteers can sign up online
at www.jewishnashville.org or by con-
tacting Andrea Crowe at andrea@jew-
ishnashville.org or (615) 354-1641. 

Twenty-two Nashville teenagers
are participating this year in the Get
Connected pro-gram, which provides 

Continued on page 3

Tzedakah Tzunday is a chance for Get
Connected teens to say “Thanks!”and 
to learn they can make a difference 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

W
hen other Jews
learn that
David Brog is
the executive
director of
C h r i s t i a n s

United for Israel (CUFI), the nation’s
largest Christian
Zionist organization,
they typically have
the same reaction. 

“There’s an
immediate suspicion
that I must be a mes-
sianic Jew – a Jew for
Jesus,” he says. 

So when he
appears before Jewish groups as a rep-
resentative of CUFI, Brog routinely
makes it clear up front that he is a
“Jewish Jew for Judaism.” 

The fact that many Jews are
reluctant to embrace support from
Christian Zionists and remain suspi-
cious of their motives is the reason
that the Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
has invited Brog to speak at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 25 at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center. His
appearance in Nashville is billed as an
“open dialogue,” and questions from
the audience will be encouraged after
his remarks. 

“We hope this program will edu-
cate the community so that people
can make up their own minds about
CUFI and Christian Zionists,” said the
Abbie Wolf, the Nashville
Federation’s community relations
director. The event is free and open to
the public, although those who plan to
attend are asked to RSVP by emailing

CUFI director will speak in Nashville on Feb. 25
and answer questions about Christian Zionism

Civil War Seder

James Rudolph (from left), Eddie George and Matthew Rosenbaum play a Jewish
Confederate veteran and two of his former slaves in The Tennessee Repertory
Theatre’s production of “The Whipping Man,” which runs Feb. 7-21 at TPAC’s
Johnson Theater. Story on Page 2. Photo by Justin Sienkiewicz

David Brog

Wolf at abbie@jewishnashville.org or
calling her at (615) 354-1637. 

CUFI was founded in 2006
by Rev. John Hagee, head of a
non-denominational Charismatic
megachurch in San Antonio, Texas,
and one of the nation’s most promi-
nent evangelical pastors. Brog said 

Continued on page 2
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A
sked why the Tennessee
Repertory Theatre is
staging a play set in the
aftermath of the Civil
War about a Jewish
Confederate veteran

and two of his former slaves, producing
artistic director René D. Copeland said,
“One of the things that we are committed
to is doing plays that are really emotion-
ally engaging and that stimulate great
conversations about interesting things.”

So “The Whipping Man,” an award-
winning play by Matthew Lopez, was a
naturally choice, Copeland said. 

The play is about a severely
wounded Jewish Confederate soldier,
Caleb (played by Matthew
Rosenbaum), who returns to his home-
town of Richmond, VA to discover his
home in ruins and his family scattered
in the countryside. “Whipping” exam-
ines his relationship with two of his
family's former slaves, Simon (played
by former Tennessee Titan Eddie
George) and John (played by James
Rudolph), as they celebrate Passover
while wrestling with their past relation-
ship as master and slaves. 

The production runs Feb. 7-21 at

TPAC's Johnson Theater. Tickets are
$45-$47.50 and can be purchased online
at www.nashvillerep.org or by calling
(615) 782-4040.

“Whipping,” which won the 2011
Outer Critics Circle’s John Gassner
Award, “explores questions like what
does it mean to be free? What makes a
family a family?  How does having faith
in God make you who you are?  How do
people survive truly horrible situations,
like being a slave, and come out the
other side as whole, healthy humans?”
Copeland said. 

“And most interestingly of all, how

Play set during Passover at end of Civil War addresses
universal questions about human survival and freedom  

does the story of the Israelites’ experi-
ence with Egyptian slavery resonate
with these two African American ex-
slaves who have embraced Judaism as
their own faith?”

“Whipping” marks the return to
the stage for George, who performed
previously with the Nashville
Shakespeare Festival in 2012 and 2014.
Rosenbaum, a graduate of Belmont
University, previously performed with
Nashville Children’s Theatre and
Studio Tenn. Rudolph has been a regu-
lar with Chaffin’s Barn Dinner Theatre,
Circle Players and Blackbird Theatre. c

CUFI director Brog will speak at GJCC on Feb. 25
Continued from page 1
Rev. Hagee saw a need to unite disparate
pro-Israel Christian congregations and
communities into a national movement
that could “speak with one voice.” 

While many of its members provide
financial support and do volunteer work
to help Israel and Jews elsewhere, Brog
describes CUFI’s primary role as educa-
tional. It provides information about and
advocates for Israel among American
Christian communities as well as with
U.S. lawmakers and policy makers. In
that sense, he said, CUFI is often
described as a “Christian AIPAC.”

Brog attributes the persistent suspi-
cion of CUFI and like-minded Christian
Zionists among American Jews to a “mis-
reading of history.” 

Given the historical treatment of

Jews in the Christian societies of Europe
that culminated in the Holocaust,
Americans have internalized a view that
Christian religiosity is dangerous for
Jews. While it may be understandable,
Brog says this wariness of “robust
Christianity” fails to take into account
“the difference between Europe and
America, between European Christians
and American Christians and between
American Christians today and
American Christians of a century ago.” 

In his 2006 book Standing with Israel:
Why Christians Support the Jewish State,
Brog contends that Christian Zionism
reflects a profound change in American
Christianity over the past century: The
rise of a new theology  – often called dis-
pensationalism – that rejects the tradi-
tional and inherently anti-Semitic view

that God abandoned the Jewish people in
favor of the Christian church. Instead the
new theology holds that Jews not only
remain dear to God but also will play a
central role in the divine plan for
humankind. 

This theological change resulted in a
corresponding change in Christian atti-
tudes toward Jews. “If God never rejected
the Jews but still held them dear,” Brog
says, “then it followed logically and emo-
tionally that man should do the same.” 

While it’s true that most Christian
Zionists see the birth of the Jewish state
as the beginning of events that will lead
to the Second Coming of Jesus, Brog says
their support for Israel is neither an
attempt to hasten the Second Coming
nor an attempt to convert Jews. He also
notes that Christian Zionism has a num-
ber of non-theological motivations such
as the growing emphasis on the Jewish
roots of Christianity, remorse over “the
long history of Christian anti-Semitism,”
and the view that Israel and the United
States share fundamental values. 

On a more practical level, many
American Jews who might otherwise
welcome support for Israel are reluctant
to embrace Christian Zionists because
they disagree with Christian evangelicals
on so many other social and political
issues – from abortion rights to women’s
rights to religion’s place in schools and
the public sphere. Brog describes this
response as “politically immature.” 

“Working together on one issue
doesn’t mean you have to agree on every
issue,” he says, noting that environmen-
tal and human rights activists, for exam-
ple, have responded with “great joy” to
growing support for their movements
among evangelicals even if they disagree
on other important issues. 

There is one issue that Brog acknowl-
edges is “a more realistic concern” when it
comes to the American Jewish attitudes
toward Christian Zionists – their support
for Israel’s political rightwing and policies
like the construction of settlements in
occupied territories that are seen as an
impediment to a two-state solution to the
Palestinian conflict. Rev. Hagee’s world-
wide ministry, for example, has provided
financial aid for several controversial
Israeli settler groups. 

Brog insists, however, that CUFI
itself is neutral when it comes to Israeli
policy. Unlike some on the right and left,
it does not aim to dictate Israeli policy
regarding the Palestinian conflict. 

“We are in the middle camp that
simply tries to support the positions of
Israel’s democratically elected govern-
ment,” whatever they may be, he said. 

Brog said he met with former Israeli
president Ehud Olmert while Olmert was
actively pursuing a peace deal with the
Palestinians. His message then was the
same as it is to current Prime Minister Bibi
Netanyahu: “You have friends in America.
Let us know what we can do to help.”  c

Cathy Werthan
President, CPA/PFS

615.322.1225 
www.cpacg.com

109 Kenner Avenue  •  Suite 100  •  Nashville, TN  37205  •  Email: info@cpacg.com

Trusted 
Financial 
Advisor
It’s not about the numbers.
It’s about understanding 
how they can aff ect your life.

As a business owner, Cathy uses her 

knowledge of tax, accounting, business, 

and life experience to explain things in 

terms you can understand, so you can 

make informed decisions.

Akiva Pajama Drive 

A comfy pair of pajamas.  A bedtime story.  A goodnight kiss.  Few things in childhood can
trump that combination. Participating for the first in the nationwide Great Bedtime Story
Pajama Drive, students, families, faculty and staff at Akiva School donated 57 pairs of pajamas
during December that will go to needy families in the Nashville area. The drive was led by
Akiva’s kindergarten and fourth grade “reading buddies.” Nationwide, more than 76,000 pairs
of pajamas were collected by 1,556 participating schools, according to its sponsor, the Pajama
Drive. Each donation was matched with the donation of a book by Scholastic Book Clubs.
Fittingly, Akiva celebrated reaching its goal with their own school-wide pajama day to remind
everyone of the warmth that comes from contributing to others.  
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FIRST STOP NASHVILLE . . . NEXT STOP BROADWAY! 

AN ORIGINAL MUSICAL HEADED FOR BROADWAY!
IT’S NOT YOUR BUBBIE’S PURIM SPIEL!

FOR TICKETS, VISIT www.nashvillejcc.org

Purim 
(a musical comedy love story)

WRITTEN, PRODUCED & DIRECTED BY JAY KHOLOS
Bernard F. Pargh Auditorium of the Gordon Jewish Community Center

801 Percy Warner Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37205

GORDON JCC

NASHVILLE

Saturday, February 28, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center

Starring...

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLL GGGGGGGGGGGGUUUUUUUUUUUUUEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR…………SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( )))))))))))))))(((((((((((((((((((((((((((aaaaaaaaaassssssssssss ““““““““ttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeee RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRaaaaaaaaaaaaaabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbiiiiiiiiiiiii”””””””””)))))))))))))))))))))))))))(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss “““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

What the famous and infamous might have said about…
THIS OUTRAGEOUSLY FUNNY, SATIRICAL, FARCICAL, ADULT MUSICAL…

“Too Jewish!”—JACKIE MASON “Not one mention of me...but I loved it anyway”—KIM KARDASHIAN 
“A little sympathy, please...Haman was a bed wetter”—DR. SIGMUND FREUD 

“It couldn’t hurt...You could convert!”—QUEEN ESTHER (To King Ahashuerus) 
“Haman...so misunderstood...just like me!”—MEL GIBSON 

“Esther and the King really in love...you can’t be serious?”—JOHN MCENROE 
“Haman makes me look like a boy scout!”—AL CAPONE

22 actor/

singer/

dancers
World Premiere*

Tzedakah
Tzunday
Continued from page 1
a highly subsidized two-week trip to Israel.
Rachel Koch, the local pro-gram’s volun-
teer president, said there are two reasons
she is glad they are pitching in on Tzed-
akah Tzunday. 

“First I want our Get Connected
teens to understand that it is important to
give back to their community, especially
their Jewish community … to make that a
priority throughout their lives,” she said.
“Through participating in Tzedakah
Tzunday, the teens not only help raise
mon-ey for the Federation but also learn
about all of the amazing ways the
Federation helps our local community
and Jews throughout the world.” 

Second, Koch said, “children some-
times feel powerless and don’t realize that
they can contribute to things or make an
impact.” Taking on an activity like
fundraising, which can at first seem intim-
idating and difficult, will help them
understand that “their actions are part of
a larger whole, and that when each person
does something to help the greater good,
true meaningful changes are made in peo-
ple’s lives.”

Aside from Tanner, the other Get
Connected participants volunteering at
Tzedakah Tzunday are Jordyn Attias,
Adam Bednowitz, Gal Crouvi, Hannah
Diskin, Riley Fobare, Britton Gilmore,
Sarah Goldstein, Natalie Hershey,
Vivianne Herzog, Sam Jacobson, Megan
Kasselberg, Eleanor Koch, Ryan Kosson,
Isabel Morin, Emily Ritchart, Sydney
Robbins, Jeremy Seloff, Ja-cob Snyder,
Jonathan Stout, Margot Suchet and
Ashley Wall. c

Finkelstein
will give three
talks on Israel
and the law
this month at
The Temple

L
iron Finkelstein, shlicha
(Israel emissary) for the
Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, will present a
series of three talks on Israel

and the law this month at The Temple. 
• Tuesday, Feb. 3: “Order in the

Court: Inside Israel’s Criminal Legal
System”

• Tuesday, Feb. 10: “Israel’s Family
and Religious Court Systems
Explained” 

• Tuesday, Feb. 24: “Light to the
Nations: Israel and International
Law”
Finkelstein is a lawyer and member

of the Israeli Bar Association. She also
has a master’s degree in international
relations from Haifa University. All the
talks begin at 7 p.m. at The Temple. c

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
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STAFF

Publisher Mark S. Freedman
Editor Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board Frank Boehm (chair), 

Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone 615/356-3242
Fax 615/352-0056
E-mail charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN
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From the 
Campaign Trail

By TED MAYDEN

F
ive years ago, the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee embarked
on a new journey. Our leader-
ship heard from you and others
in our community that a

thoughtful, deliberate and dramatic trans-
formation of how the
Federation does business
was necessary in order
the make a durable
impact on Jewish life in
Nashville, Israel and
around the world.

We looked back a bit, though, before
we looked forward. The Federation’s legacy
included creating and supporting a strong
Jewish communal infrastructure of agen-
cies and institutions, building a strong
State of Israel and supporting the immigra-
tion and resettlement of Jews from around
the world to Israel as well as Nashville.

Over time, our partner agencies
expanded in size, scope and mission – as
has the Jewish community – by geogra-
phy, connection and in complexity. We
recognized that the Federation had to be
more responsive to the challenges and
opportunities that growth and complexity
presented as well as serving as a catalyst
for communal innovation. Standing pat
and merely fine-tuning existing activities
was not enough. We entered into a thor-
ough and transparent process of self-
examination and third-party evaluation.
We asked and sought to answer tough
questions – of ourselves, the community

With you, Federation makes a significant, sustainable difference in Jewish lives
and our donors. We asked the engaged
and the disengaged for input.

This process that continues every
day and inattention to this work is at our
own peril. This work is deeply Jewish and
is an expression of our primary commit-
ment to the Jewish community. We are
dedicated to healing the world but recog-
nize that we must heal the Jewish world
first. Our Federation’s value proposition
is found in these three simple questions:
“What?” “Why?” and “How?”

“What?” is the question most easily
answered. Simply put, we do two things:
We support and sustain today’s Jewish
community, and we promote innovation
in the Jewish community of the future.

“Why” gets to the core of our trans-
formation. “Why Federation?” Our answer
is big and bold. No other institution has
the broad community input, support and
processes to evaluate and respond to our
Jewish community’s changing landscape.
No other organization is positioned to rise
to our greatest challenges and capitalize
on our most exciting opportunities. We
face them with our partners collaborative-
ly, with purpose and passion. Our goal is to
make significant and sustainable improve-
ments in Jewish lives.

Our new model is based on priorities,
partnership and leverage. We are focused
on assisting the people in our community
who need us and the people and institu-
tions who step up to the plate to respond
to these needs. This is the foundation of
the transformed Federation. 

“How” relates to an renewed empha-
sis on business principles. We are respon-
sible, transparent and data-driven – as any
well-run, agile business must be. Our
Jewish values inform our work and how
we do our work. Clearly defined priorities
guide the Federation and its partners on
the tasks at hand and challenges ahead.
And we measure the impact of the pro-
grams we support on the community we
serve. We reorganized and restructured

our operations to be more efficient and to
deliver the highest percentage possible of
our funding to our priorities.

Our donors are investors in the Jewish
community. We need to maintain your
trust, understand your interests and con-
cerns, and be able to report to you on a reg-
ular basis about the returns on your invest-
ments. We demand more of ourselves and
our partners by establishing evaluation
standards and by asking more of our board
and lay committees. We understand and
embrace that we are in a relationship busi-
ness – committed to building strong, last-
ing connections with our community, our
partners and our donors.

This month we will be reaching out
for your support on Tzedakah Tzunday.
Please answer the call.  There are several
avenues by which you can do so. You can
pledge online at www.jewishnashville.org
or by texting “2gether” to 51818. Or you
can go “old school” and make your com-
mitment by stopping by the Gordon
Jewish Community Center on Sunday,
Feb. 8 or picking up the phone and speak-
ing with one of our volunteers.  

See you on Feb. 8 at the GJCC! c

Ted Mayden is chairman of the 2015
annual campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing

Cell: 615-351-7333 
Office: 615-371-2424
Fax: 615-371-2429

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

email: fpargh@me.com franklinpargh.com 
1585 Mallory Lane 
Suite 103
Brentwood, TN 37027

C
heekwood Botanical
Garden and Museum of
Art continues its celebra-
tion of the Jewish New
Year for Trees this month
with its inaugural Tu

B’Shevat Celebration and Family Day
from 2-5 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 22.  

The event will feature Lisa Silver,
cantorial soloist and music director at
Congregation Micah, who has recently
released albums such as MOSAIC and
Kabbalat K’tan Shabbat. She will perform
two 45-minute programs in Botanic Hall,
the first beginning at 2:30 p.m. and the
second at 3:30 p.m.

Families are invited to enjoy a vari-
ety of educational drop-in activities focus-
ing on the joy trees bring to the world.
They can take part in “treemendous” art,
embark on a guided tree tour and trans-

plant a seedling to take home. 
The event follows a lecture at

Cheekwood last month on Tu B’Shevat
by Liron Finkelstein, shlicha (Israeli emis-
sary) at the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

The Tu B’shevat events are part of
Cheekwood’s Celebration of Trees trying
together the Jewish holiday and the state
and national Arbor Day holidays. The
events, which celebrate Cheekwood’s sta-
tus as a Level IV Arboretum, coincide
with an exhibition of 70 drawings and
paintings by landscape artist Charles
Brindley titled  “Trees of Myth and
Legend,” which runs from Feb. 4-April
19.  coincides with Additionally, there
will be live music in the Museum of Art,
providing the perfect backdrop for touring
Cheekwood’s current exhibition Trees of
Myth and Legend.  c

Cheekwood will hold Tu
B’Shevat Family Day on Feb. 22
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Community Relations Communiqué

By ABBIE WOLF

B
us bombings. Jews in syna-
gogues, stabbed mid-prayer.
The discovery of an under-
ground city of tunnels run-
ning from Gaza into Israel,
dug (and

lined with donated
cement) for the sole pur-
pose of terror attacks.
Governments extermi-
nating their citizens by
the tens of thousands in
Syria, Iraq, and Nigeria -
- but the United Nations
opens an inquiry into war crimes in Gaza.

It’s clear that much of the world
doesn’t believe Israel has the right to
defend itself against the millions who
wish for its annihilation. In a tumultuous,
dangerous world like this, Israel needs as
many friends as possible.

But, what happens when these
friends come with a figurative price tag?
In the case of Christian Zionism, do the
positives outweigh the negatives, or is it
the other way around?

The Community Relations
Committee has scheduled a program this
month to address this very question.
David Brog, the national executive direc-
tor of Christians United for Israel, will
speak and answer questions beginning at
7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 25 at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center.

While Israel benefits from Christian
Zionism, some members of the Jewish
community have a host of questions about
this fervent support. Some find the gamut
of views advocated by Christian Zionists
to be disquieting.

So what are some of the concerns
about Christian Zionism? One is a distrust
of the motives behind their support. What’s
the catch, we wonder? What will they ask
of us, and when? Is there an expectation of
quid pro quo? If it’s support for their domes-
tic agenda they seek, that would be chal-
lenging. For example, on many issues like
maintaining a strong wall between church
and state, we tend to part ways. 

Another concern is that Christian
support of Israel comes at the expense of
our ultimate survival as a people. We fear
their support is grounded in Christian bib-

lical prophecy. If their support for Israel is
based on their belief that the ingathering of
Jews in Israel is a prerequisite for the End of
Days, where does that ultimately leave the
Jewish people? Further, many believe we
must exercise caution in dealing with
Messianic Jews – Christians who consider
Jews who haven’t accepted Jesus to be
“incomplete.”

Still others in our community feel
that Christian support for Israel comes at
the expense of the Muslim community,
both here and abroad. Some Christian
Zionists’ views are strongly rooted in the
belief that there are no moderate Muslims
and that Islam is a faith rooted in vio-
lence. This broad-brushing of Islam does-
n’t consider Muslims who want nothing
more than peace for their families and
communities.

Every one of these concerns is com-
pelling and none should be summarily dis-
missed. However, it’s important to look at
the other perspective as well. The
Christian Zionist movement has pumped
millions, perhaps billions, of dollars into
Israel. They visit Israel in droves – and
they keep going, undeterred by the terror-
ism that keeps many others away.  These
dollars – both donated and spent as
tourists – aid Israel in numerous ways. In
fact, many of the donations given by
groups like CUFI support the very same

Christian Zionism: Do the concerns outweigh the benefits?
projects the Jewish Federation funds such
as aliya and absorption.

And the assistance doesn’t stop with
financial contributions. Groups like CUFI
represent massive voting blocs and wield
considerable power to lobby our elected
officials. The political capital they expend
certainly furthers the pro-Israel legislative
agenda.  Some might say if Israel is losing
in the court of political opinion and
becoming further politically isolated, it’s
important the U.S. Congress continues to
advocate for Israel in a world less and less
supportive of Israel’s right to exist.

Are you feeling conflicted? You’re
not alone. That’s why you’re invited to
hear Brog, who will explain what
Christian Zionists truly believe and what
motivates them to be so pro-Israel. Not
only is this an educational opportunity,
it’s also a rare chance to ask questions of
(and share concerns with) someone who
has the ear of much of Congress. 

Please RSVP to me via email at
abbie@jewishnashville.org or call me at
354-1637. I hope to see you there. c

Abbie Wolf is the director of community
relations for the Nashville Jewish
Federation. She also staffs the Community
Relations Committee (CRC), which pres-
ents programs throughout the year on impor-
tant issues for the Jewish community.

Abbie Wolf

Thursday, March 26, 2015
11:30 am 

at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center

$10 per person

Send reservations to:
Anna Sir

Jewish Family Service
801 Percy Warner Blvd, Suite 103

Nashville, TN 37205 
615-354-1686

This event is open to seniors of all ages 

in the Nashville Jewish community.

 Jewish Family Service

Senior Seder
 In Memory of Hannah Kayser Palmer

Seder led by 
Rabbi Shana Mackler 

and Cantor Tracy Fishbein

Celebrating MLK 

The Community Relations Committee co-sponsored two events on Jan. 19, the Martin Luther
King holiday. At top, Barry Scott, the founder and artistic director of the American Negro
Theatre at Tennessee State University, performs a tribute to King during a lunch program at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center, which co-sponsored the event. At bottom, Rev. James
“Tex” Thomas of Jefferson Street Missionary Baptist Church and Rabbi Saul Strosberg of
Congregation Sherith Israel lead singing during a service at CSI to honor King’s life and lega-
cy. The two congregations co-sponsored the event at which $10,000 raised from private sources
in the Jewish community was presented Pastor Thomas. The money will be used to fund col-
lege scholarships.   

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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J
ulia Phillips Cohen, assistant pro-
fessor of Jewish studies and histo-
ry at Vanderbilt University, has
won two 2014 National Jewish
Book Awards, the first time an
author has won awards for two 
different books in a single year.

Cohen won the
award in the category of
Sephardic  Culture for
Sephardi Lives: A
Documentary History,
1700-1950 (Stanford
University Press), which
she co-edited with Sarah
Abrevaya Stein, who
holds the Maurice
Amado Chair in Sephardic Studies at the
University of California Los Angeles.

Julia Phillips
Cohen

Vandy professor Julia Phillips Cohen
wins two Jewish Book Awards

Cohen also won in the category of
Writing Based on Archival Material for
Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and
Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era
(Oxford University Press). 

Vanderbilt University’s strength in
Sephardic studies and Judeo-Islamic
encounters was reflected in the fact that of
the four books that made the finalist stage
in the Sephardic Culture category, three
were written by faculty from Vanderbilt’s
Jewish Studies Program. They included
Cohen’s winning co-edited volume,
Sephardi Lives; her monograph Becoming
Ottomans (which won in a different cate-
gory, and Phillip Ackerman-Lieberman’s
book, The Business of Identity: Jews,
Muslims, and Economic Life in Medieval
Egypt (Stanford University Press). c

Nashville’s Purim celebrations begin 
in February, will continue into March

A
lthough Purim isn’t until
sunset on March 4, the
celebration begins long
before then and will
continue long after-
wards.

The Nashville Chapter of Hadassah
begins the festivities on Wednesday, Feb.
25 with its Hamantaschen Bake Fest from
2-4 p.m. at Congregation Micah.
Hadassah will supply the basic ingredients
but asks participants to bring one jar of
their favorite filling – and their rolling
pins. Each participant will take home
some pastries, and the rest will be served at
Hadassah’s Shabbat Oneg on Friday, Feb.
27 at Micah. 

The event is open to Hadassah mem-
bers, families and guests. RSVP to Jackie
Harrison or Karen Weissman at nashville-
hadassah@hotmail.com.

Saturday, Feb. 28 will see a reprise of
the musical comedy “Purim” at 7:30 p.m.
in the Gordon Jewish Community
Center’s Pargh Auditorium. Written,
directed and produced by Jay Kholos,
“Purim” has been substantially reworked
from its debut version in 2014 and
includes several new songs. Adam Horn
and Francine! (Francine Berk Graver) will
again play King Ahasheurus and Queen
Esther respectively while Tony Cimino
will debut in the role of Haman.

Ticket, $29.95 for general admission
and $39.95 for reserved seats, can be pur-
chase at the GJCC website at
www.nashvillejcc.org.

The local Purim festivities will close
with NowGen Nashville’s annual Purim
Masquerade Ball from 9 p.m. to midnight
on Saturday, March 14 at the City Winery,
609 Lafayette St. The cost is $45 for gen-
eral admission; $100 for a VIP ticket that
includes an open bar. For more informa-
tion go to www.nowgennashville.org. 

In between, Nashville’s five congrega-
tions will host a slew of Purim events for
young and old alike.  

Congregation Sherith Israel
3600 West End Ave.

Wednesday, March 4 
• Megillah reading at 6:10 p.m.
• Purim Party at 7:10 p.m.
Thursday, March 5
• Shacharit at 6:15 a.m.
• Megillah Reading at 6:45 a.m.
Friday, March 6 
• Services at 5:30 p.m.
• Sisterhood’s Shushan Purim Dinner at

6:30 p.m.
• Program with renowned storyteller

Hanoch Teller at 7:30 p.m. 
(Adults $12, kids $8, families $36. RSVP

to csi3600@comcast.net by March 3.)

Congregaton Micah
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.

Wednesday, March 4
• Megillah reading and song session at

5:15 p.m.
(Wear a costume and a bring a box of

pasta or macaroni and cheese as your
“grogger,” which will be donated to
Second Harvest Food Bank.)

Friday, March 6
• Purim Tot Shabbat at 11 a.m. 

(Dress your kids –infants through pre-K
– in their best costume for dancing and
singing with the rabbi and Lisa Silver.)

• Pre-Neg and Shabbat Service at 7 p.m.  
Sunday, March 8
• Religious School Family Service, Minion

Minyan Purim Shpiel at 11:30 a.m.
(The theme is Despicable Me. Dress up
and join our Minyan of Minions. We'll
end the shpiel with a reading of the
Megillah and a costume parade to our
Purim Carnival. Bring a Pasta Grogger
for the reading and to donate to Second
Harvest Food Bank.)

• Purim Carnival at 12:30 p.m. 
($5 lunch ticket, $5 game pass, $1
bounce house. All proceeds benefit
Micah Temple Youth.)

Chabad of Nashville
95 Bellevue Road

Monday, March 2, 7:30 PM
• L'CHAIM: A Sobering Look at the

Purim Party at 7:30 p.m. 
(Judaism opposes alcohol abuse. Why
then is it a mitzvah to drink on Purim?
This discussion will provide insight and
ensure we won’t get too carried away
come Purim.)

Wednesday, March 4
• The Big Megillah at 6:30 p.m. 

(Festivities will include the Haman-
booing, Megillah-reading and a haman-
tashen-eating contest. All participants
will receive a special Purim gift.)

Thursday, March 5,
• Paparazzi Purim feast and celebration at

4:45 p.m. 
(Walk down the red carpet as Chabad
of Nashville stages its annual Purim
party. This year Chabad invites the
Nashville Jewish Community to the
CMA (Chabad Masquerade Awards)
live from NashVegas. RSVP by Feb. 25

at www.chabadnashville.com.)

Chabad also will be offering mouthwatering
hamantashen for purchase by the pound. To
order go to www.chabadchallah.com.

The Temple – 
Congregation Ohabai Sholom

5015 Harding Road

Saturday, Feb. 28
• Purim-themed Tot Shabbat at 10 a.m. 

(A musical experience for children 6
and younger and the big people who
love them. Join Rabbi Mackler, Cantor
Fishbein and Ms. Jan for songs, crafts, a
story and treats.)

Friday, March 6
• Service and Topsy Turvy Purim Dinner at

6 p.m. (Includes activities for children.)
Sunday, Mach 8
• Purim Carnival at 10:30 a.m. 

(Pony rides, petting zoo, inflatable
attractions and obstacle course, arts
and crafts, sweet treats and more.
Family passes available for purchase.)

Monday, March 9
• Pre-school Purim Carnival

West End Synagogue
3810 West End Ave.

Wednesday, March 4
• “Esther’s Destiny,” a musical Purim

puppet show at 5:30 p.m.
(Families with young children are
invited to join our religious school for a
delightful, entertaining rendition of the
Purim story by master puppeteer Jenny
Nissenson)

• Evening service at 6 p.m.
• Persian Feast at 6:30 p.m. 

(Join us for a Purim extravaganza, fea-
turing a Persian feast, an enhanced
Megillah reading complete with a cos-
tume contest, running visual commen-
tary and entertaining interludes. Cost
for dinner is $15 for adults, $10 for
children, free for children 5 and
under.) c
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A
s it does every week,
sunset on Friday, Feb.
27 will usher in
Shabbat. But this will
not be just any Sabbath.
It will be Shabbat

Across Nashville, an interdenomina-
tional event aimed at uniting Jews of all
persuasions by encouraging them to par-
ticipate simultaneously in the Jewish tra-
dition’s core religious observance.

All Middle Tennessee Jews, regard-
less of affiliation or level of observance,
are encouraged to take part in the iden-
tity-building effort by celebrating this
particular Shabbat at one or more of the
city’s five congregations. Each congrega-
tion is helping to promote Shabbat
Across Nashville by offering special pro-
gramming in addition to its regular serv-
ices and events. 

“By experiencing the magic of
Shabbat, we can rejuvenate family and
community life, restore Jewish pride and
identity and build Jewish unity across
Middle Tennessee,” said Rabbi Yitzchok
Tiechtel of Congregation Beit Tefilah
Chabad. 

The Nashville event, which is made
possible through a New Initiatives Grant
from the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee, is part of Shabbat

Across America, an annual event spon-
sored by the National Jewish Outreach
Program that began in 1996 and now
involves observances at more than 450
locations. 

The services and events offered by
local congregations for Shabbat Across
Nashville are: 

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad
Featuring Scholar-in-Residence
Weekend with Rabbi Ruvi New

Friday, Feb. 27
• TGIS Shabbat service at 6:30 p.m.

followed by Shabbat dinner and a
presentation by scholar-in-residence
Rabbi New titled “The Spiritual
Underpinnings of Terror” on the
deeper forces behind the many cur-
rent conflicts

Saturday, Feb. 28
• Shabbat services at 9.30 a.m. (Torah

reading at 10:30 a.m.)
• Kiddush lunch at noon followed by

farbrengen and lecture titled “Report
from the Front lines” in which Rabbi
New will share inspiring and humor-
ous stories from his years as a Chabad
emissary

• Café Chabad at 7 p.m.: Havdalah and
dinner with inspiring songs and stories

from Rabbi New in tribute to the life
and teachings of the Rebbe

(For more information or to RSVP go to
www.chabadnashville.com or call 615-
646-5750.)

Congregation Micah
Featuring guest speaker 

Ido Aharoni, consul general 
of Israel in New York

Friday, Feb.  27
• Kabbalat Shabbat at 6 p.m. (pre-neg at

5:30 p.m.) at which Aharoni will
speak (His appearance is in coopera-
tion with Hadassah and the Jewish
National Fund.) 

Saturday, Feb. 28 
• Torah study at 9 a.m. followed by

shacharit services at 10:30 a.m. 

Congregation Sherith Israel
Featuring special Shabbat 

home dinners 

Friday, Feb. 27
• Shabbat services at 5:15 p.m. at the

Synagogue followed by home-hosted
Shabbat meals across the community

(To host or be a guest, email rabbi-
aaron@sherithisrael.com.)

Congregations planning special events 
for Shabbat Across Nashville on Feb. 27-28

The Temple – 
Congregation Ohabai Shalom

Featuring the Rabbis’ 20/20: The
Ultimate Lightning Round

Friday Feb. 27 
• Shabbat Service at 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 28 
• Chevrei Torah at 9:30 a.m. followed

by shacharit service. 

Both services will include “The Rabbis'
20/20,” which the rabbis answer the top
20 questions about Judaism, Jewish Life
and Jewish tradition in just 20 minutes.

West End Synagogue 
Featuring Scholar-in-Residence

Weekend with Rabbi Ethan Tucker

Friday, Feb. 27
• Shabbat service at 6 p.m., dinner at 7

p.m., and lecture by Rabbi Tucker at 8
p.m. entitled “Can the Torah Ever Be
Immoral?”

Saturday, Feb. 28
• Shabbat service at 9.30 a.m., Kiddush

lunch at noon, lecture by Rabbi Tucker
at 1.30 PM titled “What is a Jew?
Ethnicity, Religion and Jewish Identity”

(For more information email office@wes-
tendsyn.org or call (615) 269-4592) c

C
ongregation Beit Tefilah
Chabad will welcome
Rabbi Ruvi New, a pop-
ular lecturer on Jewish
mysticism, as its scholar-
in-residence on Friday

and Saturday, Feb. 27 and 28.
“This will be a weekend to explore,

question, observe and to connect,” said
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel. “This will be a
Shabbat that will uplift
and invigorate all, with
inspiration and pur-
pose to live a more
meaningful life.” 

Rabbi New, the
spiritual leader of
Chabad of East Boca
Raton, FL, is a popular
lecturer on kabbalah
and its contemporary
applications. He is the
publisher and editor of
Inside Out magazine, a
national publication
dedicated to modern
Jewish thought. Rabbi
New also serves on the
Editorial Board of the Jewish Learning
Institute.

The weekend, which is made possi-
ble with a grant from the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, includes three events along
with meals. All are free and open to the
entire community, although those plan-
ning to attend any of them are asked to
RSVP at www.chabadnashville.com or

by calling 615-646-5750.
The weekend begins at 6:30 p.m.

Friday with a Shabbat service that will
include song and dance followed by a
four-course dinner. Rabbi New will give
a lecture on “The Spiritual
Underpinnings of Terror” exploring the
deeper forces behind the many current
conflicts.

On Saturday Rabbi New will give
the sermon after the
Torah reading during
the morning service,
which begins at 9:30
a.m. After a farbrengen-
style Shabbat lunch at
noon, Rabbi New will
give a “Report from the
Front Lines” in which
those in attendance will
experience the Hasidic
tradition of passing on
wisdom through inspir-
ing and often humorous
stories. 

The special week-
end will conclude at 7
p.m. Saturday with t

Cafe' Chabad – a multi-sensory experi-
ence that will include the aromatic scent
of spices and the kindling of a three-foot
candle as Rabbi New leads a Carlbach-
style Havdalah service. This will be fol-
lowed by a melaveh malka dinner of
Middle Eastern delicacies' and a presen-
tation by Rabbi New of stories and origi-
nal songs written in tribute to the life
and teachings of the Rebbe. c

Rabbi Ruvi New will be scholar in
residence at Chabad on Feb. 27-28

Rabbi Ruvi New

Rabbi Ethan Tucker will be WES 
scholar in residence Feb. 27-March 1

R
abbi Ethan Tucker, named
one of America’s top 50
rabbis by Newsweek maga-
zine, will be the 2015
scholar in residence at
West End Synagogue on

the weekend of Feb. 27-March 1.  
Rabbi Tucker is co-founder, Rosh

Yeshiva and chair of Jewish law at
Mechon Hadar, an educational institu-
tion in New York City that
seeks to empower a gener-
ation of Jews to create and
sustain vibrant, practicing,
egalitarian communities of
Torah learning, prayer,
and service.

Tucker was a faculty
member at the Drisha
Institute for Jewish
Education, where he
taught halacha and Talmud.
Ordained by the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel, he
earned a Ph.D. in Talmud
and rabbinics from the
Jewish Theological
Seminary and a B.A. from Harvard. A
Wexner Graduate Fellow, he was co-
founder of K’hilat Hadar, an independent,
egalitarian community committed to spir-
ited traditional prayer, study and social
action.  

The weekend will begin on Friday
Feb. 27 with Kabbalat Shabbat services
at 6 p.m. followed at 7 p.m. by Shabbat
dinner. At 8 p.m., Rabbi Tucker will give
an address titled “Is the Torah Always

Moral?”
The next day Rabbi Tucker will give

the d’var Torah during Shabbat services
that begin at 9:30 a.m. After the
Kiddush lunch, he will speak at 1 p.m. on
“What Should Be the Basis for Jewish
Identity in Our Times.”

On Sunday, March 1, Rabbi Tucker
will meet with parents at 10:30 a.m. to
discuss “How to Study Torah with Your

Kids.” At the same time,
there will be a PJ Library
Purim Program for chil-
dren 5 and under led by
Sarah Hanai, PJ Library
coordinator, and Liron
Finkelstein, Jewish com-
munity schlicha.

All the events are
open to the community.
There is a charge for
Shabbat dinner (children
under 3 are free) and
reservations are required.
For information and din-
ner reservations, contact
the synagogue office at

615/269-4592 or email office@west-
endsyn.org.

Babysitting will be provided at no
charge on Friday evening and Saturday
morning.

The 2015 Scholar-in-Residence
Program at WES is made possible by
grants from the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee and the
Albert and Evelyn Stein Adult
Education Fund. c

Rabbi Ethan Tucker

Tzedakah Tzunday, Sunday, February 8
Answer the call
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300 attend celebration for Rabbi 
Strosberg and Daniella Pressner

By MOSH KOCH

M
ore than 300 people
filled the auditorium
of the Gordon Jewish
Community Center
on January 11 to
honor Rabbi Saul

Strosberg and Morah Daniella Pressner,
now in their 10th year of service to
Congregation Sherith Israel and the
Nashville Jewish community. 

Those attending the dinner repre-
sented a broad cross-section of Jewish
Nashville, including the Jewish
Federation, Jewish Family Service, Akiva
School and every synagogue and temple.  

In addition, Rabbi Strosberg received
the Alumnus of the Year Award from his
rabbinical seminary, Yeshivat Chovevei
Torah in New York, and all of his graduat-
ing classmates used the occasion for their
10th-year class reunion.

Speakers who delivered tributes to
Rabbi Strosberg and Pressner included
Rabbi Mark Schiftan of The Temple; JFS

Daniella Pressner (in hat) dances with some of those attending the Jan. 11 event honoring her
and Rabbi Saul Strosberg.  Photo by Mosh Koch

Director Pam Kelner, Akiva graduate
Abby Biesman and Rabbi Laurie Rice of
Congregation Micah, who is also an
Akiva parent and board member.  Pressner
is the principal at Akiva and a past board
president of JFS. 

Rabbi Asher Lopatin, president of
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, presented
Rabbi Strosberg the Alumnus of the Year
Award, and Ruth Levitt of the Sherith
Israel Sisterhood announced the presenta-
tion of a huge collection of new books for
the Shul library. 

The event was emceed by Sherith
Israel President Evelyn Koch, who
announced that the Shul’s new playground
will be dedicated to Rabbi Strosberg and
Pressner, who led the effort to build it.

Dinner was followed by a video pres-
entation composed of humorous and
touching video “selfies” made by congre-
gation members and put together by
Jonathan Yudkin and Adele Berkon.  The
evening was co-chaired by Evelyn Koch
and two past presidents of Sherith,
Roberta Goodman and Shelly Lutz. c

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad in the Observer!

(JTA) – About one quarter of
British Jews have considered leaving
because of rising anti-Semitism, accord-
ing to a new survey released last month
by Britain’s Campaign Against Anti-
Semitism (CAA). 

The survey, which was conducted
before the terror attacks on a magazine
and kosher supermarket in Paris, found
that 58 percent of British Jews believe
that Jews may have no long-term future in
Europe and that over half of British Jews
say that they have witnessed more anti-
Semitism in the past two years than ever.
It also found that 45 percent of the British
Jews surveyed felt their families were
threatened by Islamist extremism.

Some 2,230 British Jews were given a
link to complete the online survey. Several
methods were used to ensure a wide and
varied sample, according to the CAA.

“The results of our survey are a

shocking wakeup call straight after the
atrocities in Paris,” Gideon Falter, chair-
man of the Campaign Against Anti-
Semitism, said in a statement. “Britain is
at a tipping point: Unless anti-Semitism is
met with zero tolerance, it will grow and
British Jews will increasingly question
their place in their own country.”

Another survey carried out by
YouGov for the CAA found that almost
half of Britons hold some kind of anti-
Semitic view, including a quarter who
agreed that “Jews chase money more
than other British people” and one who
believe that “Jews’ loyalty to Israel makes
them less loyal to Britain than other
British people.”

YouGov polled a nationally represen-
tative sample of 3,411 British adults
between Dec. 21 and Jan. 6. Some 269,000
Jews live in Britain, where they account
for .04 percent of the population. c

Survey indicates growing concern about
anti-Semitism among British Jews
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INCREASING YOUR ISRAEL IQ

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Q&A from the audience encouraged.
Dessert reception following the program.

No fee to attend.

RSVP to Abbie Wolf at abbie@jewishnashville.org or 354-1637.

Christian Zionism:
Why Evangelicals Support Israel

February 25, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 801 Percy Warner Blvd.

With guest speaker David Brog, Executive Director of Christians United 

for Israel (CUFI), the world’s largest Christian Zionist organization.
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February 3rd

Order In The Court: 
Inside Israel's Criminal Legal System

February 10th

Religious Rights: 
 Israel's Family & Religious Court 

Systems Explained

February 24th

Light To The Nations: 
Israel & International Law 

LAW & 
T H E  I S R A E L  F I L E S

ORDER:

TUESDAY EVENINGS, 7:00 PM AT THE TEMPLE

TUESDAY MARCH 3RD AT 7:00 PM 

WE ARE STRONGER UNITED 
with Lyndon Allen 
Pastor, Woodmont Bible Church

moderated by Frank Boehm
Chair, Jewish Observer Editorial Board

Why Israel Matters: 
A Christian Minister’s View of the 

Importance of the Homeland of the 
Jewish People to Christians & Jews

Imagine what life for the 14 million Jews around the world and in America would be like if Israel was destroyed by its enemies. 
Imagine how our lives would be forever changed. We witnessed what life would be like for Jews when there was no Israel and it is in all 
our interest that we work together to assure a viable and strong Israel. Many Jews in this country have become apathetic about Israel. 

with the facts of what is happening as well as to understand how to counter the many myths that so many espouse as truth. In that 
regard, we at The Temple are holding a series of educational sessions that will help all of us understand the truth about the State of Israel 

as well as how to respond to those who wish us harm. 

5015 Harding Pike ~ (615) 352-76205015 Harding Pike ~ (615) 3
a congregation of the heart, a community of the spirit.

  Liron Finkelstein is the newly 
appointed Jewish Agency Shlicha for the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.  She is a lawyer and a member 
of the Israeli Bar Association and also has a 
Master's degree in International Relations 
from Haifa University.

Liron Finkelstein
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Watkins College of Art, Design & Film:
Summer youth camps, teen workshops 
and pre-college program

Through the Community Education program at Watkins College of Art, Design &
Film, children and teens can immerse themselves in art camps and workshops through-
out the summer.

In June, multi-arts camps provide an enriching opportunity for children ages 5-10
to work on unique projects in media – drawing, painting, clay, sculpture, collage, print-
making, textiles and more. Kids ages 11 and up can focus on a specific medium, proj-
ect, or theme in special topics camps ranging from comics to digital photography to
ceramics. Teen workshops invite high school students ages 14 and up to engage in
intensive 1- and 2-day experiences centered on particular topics and media like mixed-
media painting, photography, graphic design and book arts.

Camps and workshops run 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and materials are included with tuition.
Register by March 2 for early-bird discounts, and be sure to check out the sibling dis-
counts and scholarship opportunities as well. Dress for mess, pack a lunch, and take
advantage of these opportunities for your child to experience the fun, stimulation and
joy of making art in Watkins’ state-of-the- art studios!

In July, Watkins offers a three-week Pre-College program for motivated high
school students who want to experience the life and culture of an art college. Students

choose one of five concentrations (film production and editing, drawing and painting,
graphic design, interior design or photography) and can earn college credit and even a
scholarship to attend Watkins. Applications are due April 24.

MBA: A variety of summer camps and
leagues for sports, academics, enrichment

Montgomery Bell Academy offers more than 100 different camps, classes, and
sports leagues for rising kindergarteners through high school boys and girls. 

The All-Sports Camp, a one-week all-day camp for boys in 1st – 7th grades, high-
lights the summer season. At All-Sports Camp, children participate in a number of fun
sports throughout the day. Lunch is provided. 

MBA also offers weekly camps for: baseball, basketball, football, golf, dodge ball,
lacrosse, wrestling, soccer, tennis, rifle, fishing, and more.

In addition to sports camps, MBA offers a full summer of enrichment camps. Legos
with Camp Brick along with Mr. Bond the Science Guy are two camps that are very well
attended. Other popular enrichment camps include: LEAD, Ms. Biz Entrepreneurial,
Summer Science Experience, Theater, Cooking, Music, Mathemagic, and Improv. 

MBA will host two sessions of Driver’s Ed on campus through Brentwood Driver
Training. A great selection of Co-ed Academic Prep Classes returns with courses for
debate, writing, math, language, and study skills.

Finally, MBA will continue to host several fun summer sports leagues on campus.
The premier lacrosse league in Nashville
returns for another season in June and July.
The 7-on-7 soccer leagues continues to
grow with competitive players from both
middle school and high school. And the 7-
on-7 football league will return after a suc-
cessful debut season.

For more information, please visit
www.montgomerybell.edu/camps.

Jacobs Camp: A fun
challenging summer
that builds Jewish
identity

Each summer, the Union of Reform
Judaism’s Henry S. Jacobs Camp strives to
send its campers home with more inde-
pendence, confidence, friends and stronger
Jewish identities. 

“I am proud of Jacobs Camp because of
the community created every summer,” says
Director Anna Herman. “A community that
empowers, challenges, and inspires each
other all while learning new skills and hav-
ing new adventures. That is Jacobs magic.”

Jacobs Camp attributes its success to
its staff, which comes from across the coun-
try and around the world.  The staff is
responsible for leading activities, planning
and executing programs, and keeping
campers inspired and safe. The smiles and
laughter shared between campers and
counselors fill the camp with joy!

Campers spend each day developing
new skills, taking part in events they love
and choose, and making new friends.
Campers delight in playing the 18-hole pro-
fessionally designed Disk Golf course, slid-
ing down the 100-foot water slides, climbing
the 50-foot tower and much more. Jacobs 

Continued on page 13

THEY SEE
LAUGHTER.
YOU SEE
LEADERSHIP.
WE SEE 
ONE HAPPY CAMPER.
Ziplining. Waterskiing. Singing under the stars. Jewish overnight camp is a 

chance for kids to explore who they are and who they want to become—while 

having the summer of their lives. Campers are bunkmates and team players, 

artists and athletes, creative problem-solvers and blossoming leaders. With 

over 150 traditional and specialty options, there is a perfect Jewish camp 

experience for your child. 

First-time campers, get up to $1,000 off with OneHappyCamper.org or special 

rates through BunkConnect.org!

The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee is 

pleased to offer One Happy Camper incentive grants for qualified campers 

through the generosity of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, Shelly and Trish 

Krizelman, and other local donors. For more information and to register go to 

www.onehappycamper.org. Questions? Call Harriet Schiftan at 615-354-1687 or 

harriet@jewishnashville.org

OneHappyCamper.org
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Discover a world of creativity at
Frist Center Summer Art Camp!  

Sculpture, drawing, painting, fashion, and so much more. 
Our weeklong, age-appropriate classes are designed to be fun and

educational for kids ages 5 to 18. No art-making experience is necessary.
Registration begins January 26 for Frist Center members and February 9 for  

non-members. Camps begin the week of June 8 and end the week of July 20.

Learn more at fristcenter.org/summerartcamp 
9 1 9  B R O A D W A Y   N A S H V I L L E ,  T E N N E S S E E

      Frist Center for the Visual Arts

 

        Imagine! Create! Discover!

2015

Camp also offers specialty areas including adventure, creative arts, digital media, and
sports.  There is barely time to rest at Jacobs!

Jacobs Camp is incredibly proud of its diverse recreational and cultural program-
ming, modern 267 acre facility, and the wonderful support it receives from families and
communities across the South.  Jacobs Camp is most proud of is how the campers have
the chance to build lifelong friendships and spark a love of Judaism.  We look forward
to summer 2015!

Visit the Jacobs Camp website at http://jacobs.urjcamps.org for more information. 

Camp Davis: So much fun kids don’t even
realize how much they are learning

Summer camp means different things to different people. For many, it’s a place where
lifelong bonds are created and cemented between friends. To some, it’s where new games
and skills are learned. And for others, camp serves as a transformative experience in
which the labels and patterns of the school year are shed and a new identity formed.  

Whatever the specific connection to camp may be, there is a clear underlying
theme: individual growth in a group setting. Camp provides a safe and inclusive envi-
ronment for children to develop and expand their horizons. It is a place to try new
things, to take risks, to be successful in an environment free from the pressures and
standards of the classroom. Camp offers an opportunity for children to have so much 

Continued on page 14

CAMP DAVIS
GETTING KIDS DIRTY SINCE 1930!

Gordon JCC

Nashville

Contact Jack Simon at 615.354.1625 

or jack@nashvillejcc.org 

www.nashvillejcc.org
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Continued from page 13
fun that they don’t even realize they are learning. It is the goal of Camp Davis to pro-
vide this experience to every child. 

This summer Camp Davis offers so much more than simply childcare. With a
heavy revamping of our traditional day camp and specialty camps, our leadership team

               Carrie 
Mills 

Private lessons  
Fashion Design /Illustration 

�

  615-210-5044               
csmills4@hotmail.com         

www.carriemillsdesign.com 

�

has set the bar for ourselves high in the clouds – where it belongs.  We are committed
to creating and establishing a camp culture that keeps children active, engaged, laugh-
ing, and growing for years to come. 

Omega Learning Belle Meade: Summer
camp education programs for every need

Omega Learning Belle Meade offers a wide variety of educational summer camp pro-
grams. Our customized programs help students achieve their individual academic goals. 

We offer math, reading, and writing boot camp programs. Certified teachers work
with students to review core fundamentals, fill skill gaps and introduce more advanced
concepts to prepare them for the upcoming school year. 

We also offer an SAT/ACT boot camp that benefits students taking the test for the
first time or students needing to boost their scores. Our tutors provide guided instruction,
strategic remediation and test-taking strategies for math, reading, writing and vocabulary.
In addition, be sure to ask about summer school options for students who need credit
recovery. For more details about our program offerings feel free to call at (615) 678-1927,
email at bellemeade@omegaleaerning.com, or stop by and see us in person at 82 White
Bridge Road. You can also check our website at OmegaLearning.com/bellemeade-tn or
find us on Facebook at  Omega Learning Center Belle Meade.

Carrie Mills: Tutoring for designers and
those wanting to learn about fashion
design and illustration

Parson School of alumni and former designer in the Anne Klein Design Studios in
NYC, Carrie Mills, has tutored young design-
ers working on their portfolios and those look-
ing to learn the basics of fashion design and
fashion illustration.  She has created and
taught the Fashion Camp at the Gordon
Jewish Community and will be teaching there
this summer once again along with teaching
two fashion camps at the Frist. She will also
be teaching a one night class at the GJCC in
February on repurposing clothing. She is
available for private lessons throughout the
year. For more information visit her website at
www.carriemillsdesign.com.

Frist Center Summer
Art Camp: Encouraging
artistic expression 
and appreciation for
kids 5-18  

Are you the parent of an aspiring artist?
Sign them up for the Frist Center’s Summer
Art Camp, where they will discover a world of
inspiration and creativity! Our week-long, age-
appropriate classes are designed to encourage
artistic expression, art appreciation, under-
standing and imagination for kids 5-18. 

Campers will explore Frist Center exhi-
bitions, interact with original works of art
and try out fun new art processes in our var-
ious programs. Each camp session closes
with a weekly art show in which campers
exhibit their artwork at the Frist Center.
Camp sessions are directly supervised by one
of our experienced museum educators. No
previous art-making experience is necessary!  

From June 8-July 24, the Frist Center’s
Summer Art Camp will present 10 individ-
ual week-long programs tailored for kids
ranging from ages 5–7, 8–10, 11–13 and
14–18.  Teen programs for those age 11-13
and 14-18 are inspired by our Italian fashion
exhibition this summer. The Frist Center
also offers a pre- and post-Summer Art
Camp Program for campers ages 5–13 at an
additional cost.

Registration is already open for Frist
Center members. It opens for non-members
on Monday, Feb. 9. Frist Center members
receive a discount on enrollment fees.
Enrollment is limited and programs fill early,
so register early to reserve a spot in your pre-
ferred camp session. Visit
www.fristcenter.org/summerartcamp to see a
complete schedule and description of the
camps. Contact Quinton Creasy at (615)
744-4912 or qcreasy@fristcenter.org with
any questions. c
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Committed, highly trained, enthusiastic, and 

  caring Jewish staff

Modern cabins with full baths and A/C

Blob, swim, slide, canoe, kayak, or paddle 

board in our spectacular lake

Older campers pick a specialty 

camp: Visual Arts, Digital Media, 

Performing Arts, Sports, or Adventure

Top notch instruction in all specialty areas

Exciting concerts and special events

Jewish culture and tradition come to life all summer

Tons of energy and spirit!

Lifelong friendships and FUN, FUN, FUN!

Jacobs 
Camp is 

Nashville’s 
home for 
Reform 
Jewish 

Camping!

Don’t just sit around

     At Jacobs Camp, lifelong friends are made, 

       challenges are overcome, songs are sung,  

    lessons are learned, fun is had by all, and

           together we build a community that

                     l
asts far longer than the summer.  

tic  andtic, and d

/C

ddddle d

eree

reas

e al  ummerife all summerme a

 First-time camper?
You could get $2000 OFF your first summer at HSJ! 

  Visit onehappycamper.org for details on $1000 grant.      

             Then, add our $1,000 HSJ Jump INcentive!

         $1,000 + $1,000 = $2,000 off!

CHECK OUT
JACOBS CAMP!
jacobs.urjcamps.org

601/885-6042
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2015 International 
Christian Prayer and 

Action Event for ISRAEL
DURING THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS CONVENTION 
Governor’s Ballroom - Gaylord Opryland Hotel Nashville, TN

AN EXCLUSIVE EVENT FOR CHRISTIAN MEDIA AND PJTN SUPPORTERS

Laurie Cardoza-Moore
President, Proclaiming 

Justice to the Nations, 

Special UN Envoy for Middle 

East Affairs for The World 

Council of Independent 

Christian Churches.

Ambassador 
John R. Bolton 
Senior Fellow at the American 

Enterprise Institute , 

Fox News Contributor  and 

Former U.S. Ambassador to the UN.

Don’t miss this important event at this crucial time in history.

Contact: Candice Hays at 615-778-0202 or 
Candiceh@pjtn.org. SEATING IS LIMITED and filling up quickly. 

Register today at PJTN.org - Tickets are $75 or $100 at the door.

“Proclaiming Justice to the 

Nations stands as a beacon of 

light. Through film and other 

means of communication, PJTN 

serves media professionals and 

Christians around the world by 

providing a behind-the scenes look at Israel.” – 

Jerry A. Johnson, Ph.D. President & CEO, NRB
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SEATING IS FILLING UP FAST, REGISTER TODAYMondayFeb. 23, 20159pm

ECLC Art Exhibition

In January, the Gordon Jewish Community Center’s Sig Held Gallery hosted an exhibition by
budding artists at the GJCC’s Early Childhood Learning Center. A reception for the young
artists and an auction were held on Jan. 18 in conjunction with the GJCC’s annual open house. 

Advertise in The Observer
Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee area by taking advantage of this 

cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
Phone 615-354-1699 

or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org



The Observer  February 2015 17

Charles Brindley: 
Trees of Myth and Legend
February 4 – April 19

Cheekwood is honored to present Trees of Myth and 

Legend, an exhibition of works by noted landscape artist 
Charles Brindley, who is renowned for exquisite 
renderings of his best loved subject: trees. With 

approximately 70 drawings and paintings spanning 
three decades, Trees of Myth and Legend will include new 
works of Cheekwood’s historic Swan Lawn oak tree.

 
Trees of Myth and Legend is the artistic feature of 

Cheekwood’s “A Celebration of Trees,” tying together 
Tennessee’s Arbor Day, National Arbor Day, and the 
Jewish Arbor Day, Tu B’Shevat. The Celebration will 
honor Cheekwood’s status as a Level IV Arboretum 

and will be accompanied by many educational 
and public programs.

c heekwood.org

Exhibition Presented by: Exhibition Supported by:A Celebration of Trees Presented by:

ALSO 

Guided Exhibition Tour
Saturdays & Sundays, 1:30pm 

Guided Arboretum Tours
Saturdays, March 21 – April 25, 11:30am

Lunch & Lecture*
Charles Brindley: Exploring Creative 

Process through Quality of Emotion Experience

Thursday, February 19, 12:00pm

Tu B’Shevat Celebration & Family Day 
Sunday, February 22, 2:00 pm – 5:00pm 

Tuesdays for Tots
TREEmendous Art

Tuesday, March 3, 10:00 am – 12:00pm

Lunch & Lecture*
Dogwoods: Great Plants for Southern Gardens

Thursday, March 19, 12:00 pm

Drawing Workshop with 
Charles Brindley*

Wednesday, April 8th 10:00 am – 4:30pm 

Cheekwood in Bloom
Arbor Day Celebration

Saturday, April 25, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

*Pre-registration required

Charles Brindley, Ancient Red Oak on Edge of an Agricultural Landscape, oil on canvas, 30x40 inches, 2008, collection of Nazanin and Jamshid Khnoshnoodi.

Special Tours led by Charles Brindley
February 7, March 21, and April 18 at 1:30
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OPINION

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Marketing Director (part-time position)

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee seeks a creative and 
dynamic “self-starter” with excellent verbal, written communication, web and social 
media skills to be a part-time Marketing Director. 
Duties will include (but are not limited to):
1)  Developing new markets and sustaining existing markets in order to both maintain 

and broaden the base of donor support for the work of the Jewish Federation and 
its constituent and benefi ciary agencies.  

2) Marketing to targeted and segmented audiences to help acquire contact 
information to enable the Jewish Federation to build its constituent list and begin 
to transform the individuals identifi ed into active contributors to our annual and 
special campaigns.

3) Centralizing and rebranding all Jewish Federation communications to ensure 
consistent messaging and quality including:
 - web site design and content management;
 - social media and new technologies;
 - public service announcements;
 - brochure design and content development;
 - news articles;
 - press releases;
 - donor and volunteer recognition material;
 - all forms of advertisements including  posters, direct mails pieces and      

     electronic ads.
4) Gathering and maintaining accurate donor and other contact lists to ensure 

broadening the base of donors to the Federation’s annual and special campaigns.
5) Assist in defi ning and marketing Federation’s role in its Partnership Program in 

Hadera, Israel.
6) Assist in developing the messaging and program guidelines for use in connections 

with “Best Jewish Nashville” which provides the basis for the Federation’s grants 
distributions.

This is a part-time position. Some weekend and evening hours may be required.
Qualifi cations

• Bachelor’s degree in business, marketing, communications or related fi eld from 
an accredited college or university plus a minimum of 3-5 years of progressive ex-
perience including,  overseeing marketing collateral creation, creative production, 
writing, and project management 

• Strong knowledge of web-based marketing strategies and social media;
• Outstanding team building and collaboration skills;
• Knowledge of Jewish community with understanding, appreciation and passion 

for the mission and values of the Jewish Federation;
• Strong knowledge of Jewish heritage, values, traditions and culture;
• Willingness to work evenings, weekends and holidays as required;
• Knowledge of or experience supporting fundraising/non-profi t.

To apply for this position, please submit a resume to mark@jewishnashville.org. 

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI JOSHUA BARTON

P
arashat Va’era begins with a
strange declaration.  God
tells Moses that God only
appeared to our ancestors by
the name “El-Shaddai” and
that Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob had never known God by the
name Adonai, spelled yud-heh-vav-heh,
a name that to this day we do not pro-
nounce because of its inherent holiness.  

The Etz Hayyim commentary points
out that this verse can’t actually mean that
they had never heard the name Adonai,
for at least two reasons. First, we know
from the beginning of the Torah that since
the days of Seth, Adam’s youngest son,
humanity already called upon God using
this name.  More importantly, it would
hardly be encouraging to the Israelites, in
their hour of need, to be introduced to a
God they had never met before. 

So what could this passage mean?
What is being introduced to the
Israelites for the first time?

Among the many traditional
answers to this question, Rabbi
Shimshon Raphael Hirsch provides my
favorite. He explains that clearly the
Israelites and their ancestors knew this
name of God already. What they had not

yet seen, and was yet to
come in the Exodus,
was the full power and
meaning of this name.
For Rav Hirsch, the
name El-Shaddai, often
translated as God
Almighty, symbolizes
the way God appears in
history to take care of

our physical needs.  God promises over
and over again, that God will protect
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob from their
enemies and make them a great nation.
Miraculous as that relationship was, Rav
Hirsch argues that when God enters his-
tory, not with the name El-Shaddai but
as Adonai, Israel begins a new covenant
that transcends the protection promised
to our people up until then.  The Exodus
from Egypt that leads to the revelation of
the Torah at Sinai gives the Jewish peo-
ple not only a promise of protection but
also a mission.  

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik explains
this as two different types of covenant.
The first he calls the covenant of fate.
Confirmed in our experience of the
Exodus, the covenant of fate emphasizes
not only God’s care for us but also the
responsibility we bear for each other. We
are bound to each other as Jews by both

our triumphs and our tragedies in this
type of covenant. 

The second type of covenant he
calls the Covenant of Destiny. This
aspect of God’s covenant emphasizes the
reason why we were taken out of Egypt
in the first place.  In the revelation of the
Torah, God calls us to be a holy people,
to live up to the ideals of a holy society
prescribed in the commandments.
When God appears to us as Adonai, we
begin the process of becoming a people
with not only a common fate but a com-
mon destiny as well.  

I have to admit, after weeks of
mourning for victims of terror in an
increasingly unsafe France, and seeing
more and more attacks against Jews in
Europe and Israel, I’ve been waiting on
God’s appearance as El-Shaddai, God
who vouchsafes our safety, more than
God who calls us to holiness.  But in the
midst of the Israelites’ darkest despair,
God answers us not just with redemption
but rather a calling.  

It is interesting to note that the
name El-Shaddai might be connected to

an old name of God that means provider
or nurturer.  But it is Adonai, God’s inef-
fable name that our Rabbis associate with
the aspect of God’s love. It is no accident,
then, that when we say the Ahavat Olam
blessing in the Shema, we recount God’s
love for us as in the giving of the Torah.
God’s love for us is manifest in this world
when we live out the precepts that create
a holy and righteous community.  

Each morning and night, when we
recite the Shema, we rededicate our-
selves to that mission.  Whenever we do
so, let’s rededicate ourselves to that call-
ing that God gave us in love: to respond
to evil with righteousness, to respond to
darkness with light.  When we celebrate
Shabbat, a taste of the world to come, let
us respond to terror with the joy of the
Sabbath, which gives us a glimpse of the
world we want to live in. c

Joshua Barton is assistant director and
campus rabbi for Vanderbilt Hillel. The
Rabbis’ Corner is a regular monthly com-
mentary that rotates among the Nashville
areas congregational rabbis.

Rabbi Joshua
Barton

To fulfill the covenant with Adonai, respond to evil with righteousness

Mah Jongg Lessons
Tuesdays, Feb 3-March 3
12:30-2:30 p.m.  
$10 for all sessions for GJCC members,
$20 for non-members
Instructor: Michelle Tishler

Drawing and Painting Draped Cloth
Thursdays, Feb. 5 and 12
9 a.m. -12 p.m. 
$45 per session for GJCC members
(includes supplies), $60 for non-mem-
bers 
Instructor: Rhonda Wernick

Knitting Lessons
Thursdays, Feb. 5, 12, 19 and 26
1:30-2:30 p.m.
$20 for GJCC members, $36 non-
members

Nourish Your Mind at the J
February 2015

Art Journaling and Bookbinding
Fridays, February 6 and 13
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
$75 for GJCC members (includes sup-
plies), $100 non-members
Instructor: Terry Kornman 

Something Old...Something New: How
to Repurpose your Clothing
Tuesday, Feb. 17
7-9 p.m.
$25 for GJCC members (does not
include supplies), $35 non-members
Instructor: Carrie Mills

Excel 101 for Beginners
Wednesday, Feb. 18
7:30-8:30 p.m. 
$5 for GJCC members, $15 non-mem-
bers
Instructor: Joseph Levy

Nourish Your Mind is a program of
adult education events and classes spon-
sored by the Gordon Jewish Community
Center and underwritten by the Sol Stern
and Rose Stern Adult Fund, the Leah Rose
Werthan Designated Fund, the Meryl Kraft
Discretionary Fund and the Jewish
Federation and Foundation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee. All events take place
at the GJCC unless otherwise noted.
Reservations are required and can be made
by contacting Carrie Mills at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org or (615) 354-1699
or online at www.nashvillejcc.org.
Reservation forms also are available at the
GJCC. For more information about
February classes or ongoing events such as
the GJCC Book Club, oil painting classes
and bridge lessons, contact Meryl Kraft at
615-354-1623 or meryl@nashvillejcc.org
or visit www.nashvillejcc.org. 
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By EITAN AROM
Jerusalem Post

T
he word has nine letter and
refers to something you do
by yourself, with thousands
of others.

The answer, of course,
is CROSSWORD. And

the clues are not easy to craft. Lame
though it is, that one took me nearly 20
minutes to come up with. But David
Benkof has perfected the art over two
decades, infusing
his crosswords with
his knowledge of
Jewish history and
whimsical personal-
ity. The result, he
says, is much more
than a list of ques-
tions and answers. 

“A lot of people think crossword puz-
zles are a kind of trivia contest, and
they’re not,” said Benkof, who for six

years has crafted the Jerusalem Post cross-
word His role makes him the de facto
leader of the world of Jewish wordplay.
The Post crossword, which is syndicated
to more than 30 Jewish publications
worldwide, will run in The Jewish Observer
of Nashville beginning this month. 

“Part of what makes them fun is the
wordplay, and seeing words cross each
other and figuring out the theme,” he
explained. “The idea that it’s just a list of
questions, that wouldn’t be any fun at all.”

Named recently as the editor of the
Post’s crosswords, Benkof will tap the
creativity of other puzzle makers and
oversee a range of Jewish-themed puzzles
with varying degrees of difficulty and
topics. Though Judaica might seem like a
narrow topic for a weekly crossword,
Benkof, a 44-year-old Orthodox Jew
with a master’s degree in Jewish history
from Stanford University, sees no short-
age of material.

“We draw on everything from
Hollywood to rabbis to Israeli history,”

he said. “It’s very broad, so that people of
all backgrounds have a shot at finishing
a puzzle.” 

Questions cover everything from
biblical narrative (“It had a major part in
the Ten Commandments” – six letters)
to Jewish cuisine (“It takes guts to cook
them” – seven letters) and draw as much
on wordplay as knowledge of the
Judaism. (The respective answers, by the
way, are REDSEA and KISHKES.)

The puzzles will generally include
themes within the broader category of
Judaica – among the puzzles for January,
one has some spaces circled, so that the
letters that land in those circles spell out
the name of items found in a synagogue.

Even for the advanced puzzles, how-
ever, Benkof’s goal is not to stump solvers.
“‘Stump’ isn’t the right word,” he said,
“because I want them to eventually figure
it out. But I also want them to initially
think, ‘Wow, this is too hard for me.’”

Benkof speaks in a gravelly tone
that exudes excitement when he starts

Observer will carry crosswords by “leader of Jewish wordplay”
discussing crosswords. He works as a
writer and editor for the Daily Caller, a
politically conservative opinion website,
and produces crosswords on the side. 

Part of his fascination with cross-
words comes from a genuine love of triv-
ia – he once won $5,000 on the game
show Win Ben Stein’s Money. But
beyond that, it’s his lighthearted atti-
tude that he points to as central to his
pursuit.

“I’m a playful guy, and I’m particu-
larly playful with language,” Benkof said. 

But beginning in the upcoming year,
his personality will be just one of many
featuring in the Post crossword. 

“In 2015, the puzzles will be a lot
more fun,” he promised. “The themes
will delight solvers, the clues will be
more clever and the puzzles will be
stamped with the personalities of their
constructors.” c

A version of this article first appeared in
the Jerusalem Post.

David Benkof

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

"Observation Post" By Alan Olschwang
Editor: DavidBenkof@gmail.com
Difficulty Level: Challenging  •  Solution on page 21

Across
1. Esau's was red
5. Singer Elliot of The Mamas and the

Papas
9. The Jerusalem Post is part of it
14. Obama Cabinet member Duncan

who co-founded the Ariel
Community Academy

15. Tennis great who decried "the enmi-
ty in certain quarters between
blacks and Jews"

16. Measure used in a noodle kugel
recipe, perhaps

17. How "Seinfeld" can be viewed on
TBS reruns

18. "The Goldbergs" tube, slangily
19. Ingredient like frankincense or 

galbanum used in the Temple
20. Spring observance
23. Path in the park where Marcel

Marceau can perform
24. Bomber pilot in Heller's "Catch-22"
25. Gene Simmons's is called the

Punisher Rig

28. Fall observance
33. Like meat from an animal that does

not chew its cud
34. Jong who wrote "Fear of Flying"
35. Emulated former offensive lineman

Alan Veingrad
39. "Let me now be partial to no one,

nor ___ any man" (Job 32:21)
41. Scientist associated with J. Robert

Oppenheimer
42. Baseball's Ian Kinsler, e.g.
43. Fall observance
48. U.S. equivalent of a mispar zehut
49. Easy way to get from Tel Aviv to

Jerusalem
50. A behemoth
53. Spring observance
57. Violate the 8th commandment
60. "The Producers" temptress
61. Bitter seder substance
62. Adjective for Ira Levin's

"Rosemary's Baby"
63. American term for a resident of

what Israelis call a caravan

64. Language mentioned in James
Joyce's novel about Leopold Bloom

65. Benjamin Disraeli, et al.
66. Goliath's shoes, at a minimum?
67. Plant growing where baby Moses

was found

Down
1. Israel's third-largest city
2. Journey lead singer Pineda who

grew up in Manila singing Streisand
3. How matzah is broken to form the

afikoman
4. It gets split in the most exciting

"Ten Commandments" scene
5. ___ Shalom (synagogue in Mexico's

premier resort town)
6. "Renew our days ___ old"

(Lamentations 5:21)
7. Display one's bar mitzvah suit
8. Lilith in "Lilith"
9. 33-Across food
10. Has a feeling appropriate for Yom

Kippur
11. Rank of sailor Ira Jeffery, who died

at Pearl Harbor: Abbr.
12. Focus of the Weizmann Inst.
13. Barbara Boxer, for one: Abbr.
21. It can alert you that you might host

a bris in several months
22. Preposition suitable for one of Isaac

Rosenberg's poems
25. What Noah's ark did on Mt. Ararat
26. Jews, as represented in Art

Spiegelman's 1991 graphic novel
27. His big break came as Benny's 

summer replacement in 1947
29. Italian equivalent of shalosh
30. It can define what's kosher: Abbr.
31. Famines
32. Paul's partner in performing "I am a

Rock"
35. Like David and Jonathan
36. Newly elected Republican 

congressman Zeldin and others
37. Algerian city where refugees from

Spain settled
38. Measures of very short distances in

Isr.
39. Polly Holliday played her in a 

sitcom starring Linda Lavin
40. Bert Lahr's sign, appropriately
42. At Kol Nidre, Jews ask God to do

this to them
44. Drs. who often circumcise babies
45. Subject for a prophet
46. "And Saul said, 'Bring ___ a burnt

offering...'" (1 Samuel 13:9)
47. Sol's shape?
51. Niemoeller on his church and the

Holocaust: "We didn't want to 
represent any political resistance
___..."

52. Like 47-Down
53. What Palestinian- Israeli talks

always seem to do
54. Alexander Green and Golda IPA
55. "When Jews ___, a nation is sick"
56. Where to find a Hasid's sidelocks
57. Be observant?
58. Wissotzky bag
59. Mention Abel's murder of Cain
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lifecycles

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

LISA SPILLER
Director of Sales and Marketing

2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills

LISA SPILLER-BLAUSTONE

B’nai Mitzvah
Max Greenberg will be called to the

Torah as a bar mitzvah at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 7 at Congregation
Micah. Max is the son
of Carmen and Robert
Greenberg and brother
to Louisa and Ben
Greenberg. His grand-
parents are Maria
Ciumpileac Cooper of Naples, FL, and
the late Gheorghe Ciumpileac, and Judy
and Irwin Greenberg of Boca Raton, FL. 

Max is in 9th grade at The Webb
School. He excels in math and physics,
and loves cross country, soccer and rock
climbing. Max also loves watching hock-
ey, especially our Nashville Predators.

Max’s mitzvah project is dedicated to
tutoring math at First Shot, a
Murfreesboro program aimed at helping
youths build a stronger, more courageous
spirit to face life’s opportunities and obsta-
cles. And he volunteers at E. O. Wilson
Biophilia Center in Freeport, FL, which
educates students on the importance of
biodiversity, promotes sustainable ecosys-
tems and encourages conservation.

Anna Schwarcz will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 14 at
The Temple. Anna was
born on Jan. 28, 2002 in
Nashville. She is the
daughter of Barbara and
Andy Schwarcz and the
sister of Matthew and
Jack. Her grandparents
are Sandy Schwarcz of
Nashville; Ann Shavlan of Houston,
Texas; and Keiran and Don Schwarcz of
Metairie, LA, and the late Gene
Shavlan.

Anna is in the 7th grade at the
University School of Nashville. Her
interests include volleyball, lacrosse, and
hanging out with family and friends.

For her mitzvah project, Anna is col-
lecting money for Gilda’s Club and help-
ing fulfill their wish list. She also will
establish a B’nai Tzedek fund with the
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. 

Cameron Rebekah Roth, Jordan
Sanders Roth, and Max Alexander
Roth will be called to
the Torah as b’nai mitz-
vah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 28 at
Congregation Micah. 

Cameron, Jordan,
and Max are the chil-
dren of Debbie and
Craig Roth. Their
grandparents are Marian
and the late William
Roth of Plantation, FL,
and the late Jean and
Billy Tyree. All three are
in 7th grade at Woodland
Middle School in
Brentwood. They all
excel academically.

Cameron loves
cheerleading. She is a
member of the
Woodland Basketball
Cheer Squad, the Red
Warrior Competition
Cheer Squad, and the
Premier HYPE
Competition Squad. A
very social person,
Cameron loves to inter-
act with friends and
family in her spare time.

Jordan is a member of the Woodland
Swim Team. This year he cut a lot of
time off his 100-yard and 50-yard

freestyle. Jordan is also an avid reader.
Max ran cross country in the fall at

Woodland, and enjoys playing video
games in his spare time.

For their mitzvah project, all three
spent time at the Ronald McDonald
House interacting with the staff and fam-
ilies and serving lunch.

Mazel Tov
The family of Annette Judith

Pollack, daughter of the late Hedy and
Max Pollack z"l of Nashville, is pleased
to announce her engagement to Evan
Lichter, son of Stephen and Lee Lichter
of Birmingham, AL. Annette currently
teaches 4th  grade at Jenkins Elementary
School in Lawrenceville, GA, and the
Evan works for Regions Financial
Corporation in Birmingham.  Following
a June wedding in Atlanta, the couple
plans to reside in Birmingham.

Sympathy 
… to the family of broadcaster

Teddy Bart, 78, of Manchester, TN, who
died on Dec. 20. A musician and song-
writer, Bart spent several years on the
road before settling in Nashville in the
early 1960s where he wrote songs record-
ed by artists such as Brenda Lee, Johnny
Mathis and Al Hirt. In 1969, he per-
suaded officials at WSM-AM to let him
host its first call-in talk radio show, “The
Teddy Bart Show,” which aired on week-
days from1-3 p.m. for more than 10
years. During a broadcast career that
spanned more than three decades, Bart
hosted a number of other popular shows
including the “Waking Crew” on WSM,
the “Noon Show” and “Teddy Bart's
Nashville” on WSM-TV, and “Teddy
Bart's Round Table” with co-host Karlen
Evins on a number of radio stations. He
was also a news anchor for WKRN-TV.
Driven by a lifelong interest and curiosi-
ty for spiritual, paranormal and meta-
physical matters, he launched a talk
show called Beyond Reason in 1987 that
was airing on a number of stations at the
time of his death. He was also the author
of several books including Inside Music
City USA, The Mensch, The Hooligan, A
Particle of God and Shadow Seduction. He
was inducted into the Tennessee Radio
Hall of Fame in 2014. Bart is survived by
his wife, Jana, and two children, Jody
and Kevin. Per his wishes, his body was
cremated and there was no memorial
service. 

… to the family of Rita Dee
Hassenfeld of Nashville and Palm Beach,
who passed away peacefully surrounded by
family on January 3 at the age of 88 fol-
lowing a very brief and sudden illness.

The eldest of four children, Rita Dee
was predeceased by her parents, Esther
and Herman Greenberg, her beloved hus-
band of 52 years, Harold Hassenfeld, and
her brother, Charles Greenberg. Ri ta
Dee and Harold Hassenfeld raised three
loving children, Pamela (Tony) Iannacio
of Tampa, FL, Elisabeth (Stanley)
Litchman of Framingham, MA, and John
(Heidi) Hassenfeld of Nashville. She is
also survived by her sister, Joan (Stanford)
Alexander; brother, Richard Greenberg,
and Charles' wife, Doris Greenberg. Rita
Dee adored her four grandchildren, Tricia
Hassenfeld (partner Sam Potasznik),
Ethan Hassenfeld, Alexander Iannacio
and Addison Iannacio, and was always so
proud of her children's and grandchil-
dren's many accomplishments. Along
with her late husband, Rita Dee devoted
endless time and resources to numerous
local, national and international religious
and civic organizations. She tirelessly con-
tinued hers and Harold's philanthropic
efforts following his passing in 2000. Rita
Dee and Harold were honored by many
Jewish and civic organizations, including
the American Jewish Committee, Jewish
Theological Seminary, Brandeis
University and the American Cancer
Society. Funeral service were on Jan. 6 at
West End Synagogue. Active and hon-
orary pallbearers included grandchildren,
nephews and those who loved her. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests expressions
of sympathy be sent to the charity of the
donor’s choice. 

… to the family of Gladys Cohen
Stillman, 87, who passed away peacefully
at home in Nashville on Jan. 17.  She was
born Gladys Cohen in Central City, KY on
Aug. 27, 1927, the daughter of Louis and
Hattie (Klein) Cohen. Gladys was preced-
ed in death by her beloved husband,
Sidney Stillman, and son, Keith Stillman.
She is survived by sons, Mark and Barry
(Leslie) Stillman; daughter-in-law, Ann
Stillman; grandchildren, Brooke, Kevin,
Grant, Megan, Jared and Joshua; and
great-grandson, Trey Clark-Stillman.
Gladys grew up in Clarksville, TN, gradu-
ating from Clarksville High School, and
went on to attend George Peabody College
for Teachers seeking a master’s degree. She
was eminently successful in finding and
marrying the love of her life, Sidney, and
they enjoyed a wonderful marriage of 62
years raising three fine sons. Gladys was
happy to be a homemaker and kept an
immaculate home. When not traveling
with Sidney, having a gin and tonic and
watching Judge Judy, she wrote prose (hav-
ing been the consummate English major)
and was quite proud of her pieces that were
published. In her later years, Gladys
delighted in the company of her caregivers,
Tracey Bright, Daria Mellies, and especial-
ly Jo Annta Burnley, who not only oversaw
Gladys' overall care but was, in addition,
her best friend. Graveside services were at
1 p.m. Jan. 21 at K.K.A.I Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made to
Alive Hospice.

Max Greenberg 

Anna Schwarcz 

Zuckerman to be in
Nashville to lead YAD
workshop for b’nai
mitzvah students

Israeli artist Avi Zuckerman will be
at Congregation Micah on Sunday,
Feb. 15 for his annual yad workshop for
Nashville’s b’nai mitzvah students. Sixth
grade students at religious schools and
Akiva who want to create personalized
silver-plated yadayim for use during
their b’nai mitzvah ceremonies can
reserve spots in the workshop by con-
tacting their school officials. 

Zuckerman, a native Israeli, grad-
uated from the Technion (the Israeli
Institute of Technology) as a practical
mechanical engineer and also studied
at the art school at Ein Hod (the
artists' village in Israel). His work has
been exhibited in numerous galleries
and museums in Israel, Europe and the
United States. 

Cameron
Rebekah Roth

Jordan Sanders
Roth

Max Alexander
Roth 
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around the town

Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

CSI hosting Café
Simcha on Feb. 15

Congregation Sherith Israel is host-
ing Café Simcha, an evening of supper
and live music for the whole family, at 5
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15. The event will
feature Sherith Israel songwriters and
musicians and is open to the whole
community. 

Advance tickets are $10 for adults
($12 after Feb. 11), $8 for college stu-
dents and children 4-12 ($10 after Feb.
11), and $40 for families ($50 after Feb.
11). The price includes the show and a
home-style winter supper of spaghetti
and chili.  

For reservations call the Shul office
at 292-6614.

Nashville Opera will
bring “Beanstalk” to
Akiva on Feb. 24

The Nashville Opera will stage a
performance of John Davies’ Jack and
the Beanstalk at Akiva School this
month as part of Nashville Opera on
Tour, an educational program that
brings opera to local schools and com-
munity groups. 

Thanks to a generous donation from
Hope and Howard Stringer, the special
performance at Akiva at 10 a.m. on Feb.

24 is free and open to the entire commu-
nity. Those planning to attend are asked
to RSVP to Christina Evans at
cevans@akivanashville.net or (615)
432-2552. 

Aside from preparing students by for
their operatic experience with back-
ground information and the history of
this year’s production, Akiva’s music
instructors, Lisa Silver and Rabbi Saul
Storsberg, will connect opera to their
music curriculum and explore ways to
collaborate with the Opera. 

“I look forward to sharing the mate-
rials provided by the Nashville Opera, in
preparation for this exciting visit. Early
exposure to the arts is essential to create
lifelong appreciation and enrichment,”
Silver said.  

Social action at
Micah: Blood drive
and bone marrow
donor registration

Congregation Micah will hold a
blood drive for the American Red Cross
and a bone marrow registration for the
Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation on
Sunday, Feb 1. After a successful bone
marrow registration event during its Gift
of Life Shabbat, Micah is expanding the
registration up to anyone age 18-60. 

Jews are under-represented in the

national bone marrow registry, which
helps find life-saving donors for children
and adults suffering from leukemia, lym-
phoma, and other blood disorders. All
that’s required to join the registry is a
cheek swab! (We will have trained vol-
unteers on hand to help). For more
information, visit giftoflife.org.

Blood donors can sign up online and
reserve their spot at redcrossblood.org.
The sponsor code is CHAI.

Temple group will
head to Birmingham
to celebrate Civil
Rights Act anniversary

The Temple will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Civil Rights Act on
Saturday, Feb. 21 with a daylong pilgrim-
age to Birmingham led by Rabbi Mark
Schiftan. 

Those who want to attend should
RSVP by calling call Mitzie at 352-7620. 

Andrew Schulman
named GJCC sports
and recreation
director 

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center has named Andrew Schulman its
sports and recreation coordinator.

Schulman, who has worked at the
GJCC in a variety of part-time positions
for several years, begin his new duties on
Dec. 29.

“We are excited to offer him this
new expanded role,” said Leslie Sax,
GJCC executive director. “Andrew grew
up at the GJCC and is excited to see it
return to the Jewish Community Center

he remembers as a child.”
Schulman, who has a master’s

degree in sports administration from
Belmont University, will oversee sports
programs for school age children and
sports leagues for adults as well as serving
as the delegation head for the JCC
Maccabi Games. He also will help imple-
ment the new Discover CATCH
(Coordinated Approach to Children’s
Heath) curriculum at the Early
Childhood Learning Center.

Fran Pursell is first
executive director of
local NCJW section

The Nashville section of the
National Council of Jewish Women has
hired Frances ‘Fran’ Pursell as its first
executive director. 

Pursell brings with her more than 10
years of professional management expe-
rience working to create, maintain, and
grow volunteer projects. She has experi-
ence in non-profit management and has
demonstrated success in the areas of
recruiting, training and engaging hun-
dreds of volunteers. 

Since moving to Nashville four
years ago, Pursell has become an active
member of the Jewish community and
has served in key volunteer roles at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center and
with the Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.  

In a joint statement, search commit-
tee chairs Ellen Jacobs, Harriet Schiftan
and Erin Zagnoev said, “We are so excit-
ed to have a candidate with Fran’s quali-
fications, experience, passion and
warmth to guide our section, partner
with our leadership and serve as our first
executive director.” 

Crossword solution
Puzzle on page 19
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS

THERAPY IN MOTION, P.C.
Dr Michael J. Malawey, PT
Dr Cindy M.  Malawey, PT

- Orthopedic disorders of the Neck,
Back and Extremities including post surgery

- Stroke and Brain injury recovery
- We bring the clinic to your home
- 40 years of combined experience

Therapy in Motion, P.C.
Call 760-224-3081 or 760-715-4789

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com

Patricia Straus, Broker, MBA, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Platinum Club Award Recipient
Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele

www.PatriciaStraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.9465

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333
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615.687.6400 | NashvilleSymphony.org 

Music City’s
Biggest Band

Your Nashville Symphony | Live at the schermerhorn

BEETHOVEN & 
THOMAS HAMPSON
with the Nashville Symphony
March 12 to 14

DAVE KOZ
March 6

VALENTINE’S WITH 
PATTI LABELLE
and the Nashville Symphony
February 13 & 14

MAHLER’S NINTH 
with the Nashville Symphony
February 27 & 28

DVORÁK’S NEW 
WORLD 
with the Nashville Symphony
February 5 to 7
Added morning concert on  Feb. 6

STYX
with the Nashville Symphony  
February 19 to 21

CRAIG FERGUSON’S 
HOT & GRUMPY TOUR 
Walking the Earth 
March 9

IN THE MOOD
A 1940s Big Band Musical Revue  
February 15

Mahler’s last completed 
symphony is an epic work of 
profound beauty bursting with 
emotion and humanity.

Old World meets New World 
in this instantly recognizable 
classic. With Bernstein’s 
Symphony No. 2.

The world’s greatest baritone 
premieres new music by 
Richard Danielpour, plus 
Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony.

This dynamic saxophonist 
plays everything from classic 
pop and jazz tunes to his own 
original compositions.

Treat your sweetheart to the 
ultimate date with hits like 
“If You Only Knew,” “On My 
Own” and more.

Classic rock anthems including 
“Come Sail Away,” “Lady,” 
“Renegade,” “Fooling Yourself,” 
“Blue Collar Man” & more.

The star of The Late Late Show 
and host of Celebrity Name 
Game performs his witty and 
hilarious stand-up comedy.

A night of classic songs and 
swing dancing, including  
“Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy”  
and  “Moonlight Serenade.”

^

JAZZ SERIESJAZZ SERIESPOPS SERIESPOPS SERIES LEGENDS OF MUSIC SERIESLEGENDS OF MUSIC SERIES
CLASSICAL  
SERIES

A E G I S 

EST. 2013

FOUNDATION
S C I E N C E S

CLASSICAL  
SERIES

A E G I S 

EST. 2013

FOUNDATION
S C I E N C E S

RICHARD DANIELPOUR 
WORLD PREMIERE

DATE PACKAGES FOR 
TWO FROM ONLY $180

MATINEE &  
EVENING CONCERTS
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Give online at
 jewishnashville.org

TextTT “2gether”
                                   tog 51818

Stop by our 
 community-wide
 fundraising event

Go old-school and 
pick uk p the phone

4 ways
to give

OF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

We apologize if we catch you at an awkward moment. But at any hour on any given day—
at home, in Israel and around the world—there are Jews calling out for help. 

So on Tzedakah Tzunday, Sunday, February 8, please answer our call with a generous donation.
You’ll not only be helping Jews in crisis, you’ll be helping to strengthen our entire community. So

whether by text, phone or online, answer the call. No matter what time it is. #answerthecall

We may not 
call at the most 
convenient 
times…
But you never know 
when someone may 
need your help.


