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Federation honors Shirley Zeitlin for service
By KATHY CARLSON

People from across Jewish Nashville 
- rabbis and lay persons, young and 
old - gathered to honor Shirley 

Zeitlin for her contributions to a com-
munity that’s growing and changing day 
by day. 

Zeitlin, a well-known Realtor who 
has long been active in the Jewish com-
munity, received the 2019 President’s 
Award of the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. The award, first given 
in 2012, is the Jewish Federation’s high-
est honor.

Jewish Federation President Lisa 
Perlen presented Zeitlin with the award, 
a framed work by paper-cut artist Kim 
Phillips that quoted from Pirkei Avot: 
“Upon three things does the world 
stand: Torah, service and acts of loving 
kindness.”

“We’re so fortunate to have a 
strong, cohesive Jewish community in 
Nashville,” Zeitlin said in accepting the 
award. “We build on the past to ensure 
a strong future, l’dor v’dor.” About 180 
people attended the special celebra-
tion event, held at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center on Nov. 18.

Zeitlin recalled her late sister-in-
law, Sandy Averbuch, z”l, the first recip-
ient of the President’s Award. “I knew 
how much that meant to her, as it does 
to me.”

Speaking to an audience that includ-
ed a host of family members, Zeitlin 

described how the Jewish Federation 
encompasses organizations here, 
in Israel, and around the world. She 
recalled a trip to Odessa, Ukraine, that 
took her to Jewish places including a 
synagogue and a memorial to Holocaust 
victims and righteous gentiles. 

Then, she said, she went to the city’s 
Jewish community center and met the 
leader of its Jewish Federation. “It was 
obvious that this was really the center of 
Jewish life from birth to death in Odessa,” 
she said. There she met a Jewish woman 
who relied on the center for the one 
hot meal she had each day, made possi-
ble through contributions to American 
Jewish federations such as Nashville’s.

Earlier in the evening, Eric Stillman, 
executive director of the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, shared 
his impressions of Nashville since he 
arrived here four and a half months ago 
and his goals for the future. [The full text 
of his remarks is inside on page 4.]

Stillman spoke about how Jewish 
Federations come together to take action 
on behalf of their communities, citing 
acts of solidarity after 11 Jews were slain 
in Shabbat worship in Pittsburgh on 
Oct. 27, the action of all of Tennessee’s 
Jewish federations after anti-Semitic graf-
fiti was written on a huge landmark rock 
on the University of Tennessee campus 
in Knoxville, and actions to help those 
affected by wildfires in California and, in 
southern Israel, by rocket fire from Gaza.

Continued on page 3

Moving forward together after Pittsburgh
Nashville came together to stand 

against anti-Semitism following 
the murder of 11 people wor-

shiping on Saturday morning, Oct. 27, 
at the Tree of Life Congregation in 
Pittsburgh, Pa.

A standing-room group of people 
from all faith communities gathered at 
The Temple on Oct. 29 to reflect, pray 
and sing. All of Nashville’s congregational 
rabbis participated, along with U.S. Rep. 
Jim Cooper of Nashville and the exec-
utive director of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, Eric Stillman, who 
led a responsive prayer. Nashville’s Jewish 
youth lit 11 candles in memory of those 
slain, as violinist Isabella Reish played 
“B’yado (Into Your Hands).” She played 

on one of the Violins of Hope, a restored 
instrument played by Jewish musicians 
during the Holocaust.

Cantor Tracy Fishbein, Cantor Sarah 
Levine and Cantorial Soloist Lisa Silver 
sang, with accompaniment from guitarist 
Rick Kleiner and pianist Joel Bolen.

Officers from the Belle Meade Police 
Department and Metro Nashville Police 
Department provided security. Metro 
Police Chief Steve Anderson participat-
ed in the security detail.

Rabbi Laurie Rice of Congregation 
Micah told the group she was bro-
kenhearted at the senseless loss of life 
that week, both in Pittsburgh and in 
Louisville, where a white gunman killed 
two black customers at a supermarket. 

Continued on page 15
Students light candles in memory of those slain in Pittsburgh as Nashvillians of all faiths 
gathered at The Temple two days after the attack.  PHOTOGRAPH BY EMILY SINER/WPLN 
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Have a Happy Chanukah. And share what it means to you. 

#ChanukahPublix
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Continued from page 1
The Nashville Jewish community’s 

greatest strength is its people, he said, 
so one main goal is to focus on drawing 
more people into the community through 
efforts such as programs targeting new-
comers. He also spoke about Jewish peo-
plehood, saying that feeling a part of the 
Jewish people leads to action.

Zeitlin led off the question-and-an-
swer segment of the evening, asking 
Stillman what has surprised him most 
about Nashville.

Zeitlin
Shirley Zeitlin surrounded by family members. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Stillman described Nashville in 
boxing terms as punching above its 
weight. The level of Jewish involve-
ment here “surprises and impresses 
me,” he said, adding that he sees great-
er involvement here than in larger 
communities.

Stillman said he wants to make sure 
people know what is available for them 
in Jewish Nashville. The plan is to go 
where people are and engage them where 
they are.  “People go where they know 
people, where their friends are.” •

Global Day engages generations, 
tackles theme of exile 

This year’s Global Day of Jewish 
Learning brought together more 
than 70 people from across the 

community to explore the theme “Exile: 
The Making of a Wandering People.” 

The event built on prior years’ 
Global Day events and added new fea-
tures. Global Day is one of the many 
learning opportunities for the Jewish 
community that are sponsored through-
out the year by the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, as well 
as by Nashville’s synagogues 
and Jewish organizations. 

Instead of having a 
guest speaker, this year’s 
Global Day committee 
members, led by Alon 
Diamant-Cohen, devel-
oped topics for small-group 
breakout sessions based on 
the overall theme. Committee 
members also served as moderators for 
the breakout sessions. This year’s Global 
Day took place on Nov. 11 in Hillsboro 
Village.

“It was a really successful event,” 
committee member Ayelet Berger said 
in an email. “It was great seeing so many 
people of all ages interested in the same 
event, all engaging equally. I can’t wait 
for next year!”

Committee member Jacob Ruden 
called the program “a great day of learn-
ing and connecting with fellow Jews from 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. We 
had a wide variety of relevant and timely 
topics for individuals to choose from. I left 
Global Day inspired and ready to keep 
learning, and I hope others did as well.”

The morning started with videos 
meant to inspire, which were being  seen 
by Jews across the globe who were also 

participating in the Global Day. Break-
out sessions covered topics including 
the challenge of geography and living 
Jewishly, the ‘cost’ associated with lead-
ing an active Jewish life, the role played 
by Jews in a society in which they are 
a minority, and generational divisions 
within the Jewish community on issues 
such as Israel. 

“I’ve attended Global Day of Jewish 
Learning activities in the past and 

enjoyed them immensely,” partic-
ipant Christie Wiemers said 

in an email. “The discussion 
and topics have always been 
interesting and informative. 
This year did not disap-
point. … The organizers 
did a wonderful job of pro-

viding time to mingle and 
get to know new people, 

as well as see old friends and 
acquaintances. …

“I participated in the group that 
discussed whether Nashville’s growth is 
creating a geographical divide. Our group 
had native Nashvillians, oldcomers and 
newcomers, everyone with their own 
perspective and reason for being a part of 
the discussion. 

“The session provided an opportunity 
to understand each other’s purpose for 
being a part of the conversation, as well as 
brainstorm solutions to bridging the geo-
graphical divide, which continues to grow.”

Another participant, Tara Worthey 
Segal, said, “I’m so glad I was able to be 
a part of the Day of Learning this year. It 
was very encouraging seeing the number 
of people who attended and engaged in 
conversation. I think we were all able to 
walk away with both a sense of communi-
ty and a broader perspective on the topics 
addressed.” •

Participants in this year’s Global Day of Jewish Learning continue discussions at lunch on 
Nov. 18. PHOTOGRAPH BY JOEL ABRAMSON

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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By ERIC STILLMAN

It is a pleasure to be with y’all this 
evening as we honor Shirley (Zeitlin) 
with such well-deserved recognition.  

If you saw the #AskEric note cards when 
you arrived, please take a moment to 
write down a question for me.

In light of significant recent events 
occurring in the Jewish world, allow me 
to start my remarks by first reflecting on 
just the past 3 weeks:

Responding to the worst anti-Semitic 
attack in United States history with 11 Jews 
murdered at Tree of Life Congregation in 
Pittsburgh, we came together as a com-
munity through our memorial service and 
then Solidarity Shabbat.

We saw Jews, Christians, Muslims, 
Baha’i, and people of different races 
and backgrounds come out to support 
and embrace us. Our state and local law 
enforcement stepped up immediately to 
work with us on security, and our national 
relationship with the Secure Communities 
Network and the FBI focused instantly on 
this anti-Semitic attack.

Just this past week, we also acted, 
together with all of the federations across 
the state, when anti-Semitic graffiti was 
painted on the rock at the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville.

Meanwhile, we responded to 
destructive wildfires happening in south-
ern California, with emergency grants 
for those in need both in Pittsburgh and 
the Los Angeles area through the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee’s Board 
of Directors Discretionary Fund.

Simultaneously, we are focused on 
the situation in the south of Israel where 
intense rocket fire was coming from Gaza 
so recently.

Our partners, including the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, the Joint Distribution 
Committee, and the Israel Trauma 
Coalition are providing direct assistance 
to those traumatized and in need on the 
ground in southern Israel.  This is made 
possible because of the core funding 
that our Federation provides through our 
overseas grants.

The situation remains very fluid, 
and we know that terrorist rocket attacks 
can resume even if there is an Egyptian-
brokered ceasefire in place.

All four of these examples - from 
Pittsburgh, Knoxville, Los Angeles, and 
Israel - show the power of collective 
action that occurs in rapid time as we act 
on your behalf, because of your continued 
support.
Getting to know Nashville

Now, in reflecting on the past four 
and a half months since I arrived in 

Nashville, I want to express my grat-
itude for the warm welcome which I 
received from you, the stakeholders of 
our Jewish community. There have been 
many Welcoming Ambassadors who 
have gone out of their way to make me 
feel at home here.

In recognition of my being a new-
comer in a unique position, it was 
important for me to lead by example 
from the very start, and I have become 
a major donor to the Federation Annual 
Campaign and signed a Letter of Intent 
for the Life & Legacy program, as I can-
not ask anyone else to do what I have 
not done.

When I arrived in Nashville, I came 
with the intention that our Jewish com-
munity will be a big tent that is open and 
inclusive.

I recognize that our greatest resource 
is the people who make up our Jewish 
community, and that is why I believe 
that we need to strengthen our emphasis 
on outreach and engagement.

Whether people are newcomers 
or not-so-new newcomers, it is really 
important that we reach out and engage 
the broadest cross-section possible, along 
the continuum of both age and geogra-
phy, throughout Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.

From people coming straight out of 
college, taking their first job, to retirees 
who are moving here to live close to their 
grandchildren, and everyone in between, 
Nashville is a growing community.  We 
know that there are businesses relocating 
jobs here, and Nashville attracts people 
who have discovered what we already 
know:  that this is a great place to live.
Gathering to learn on Global Day

A very recent example of how our 
outreach and engagement efforts are 
working effectively happened one week 
ago today at the Global Day of Jewish 
Learning.  Actually, the launching point 
for this example started soon after I 
arrived in Nashville during the summer.  
There was the confluence of two events.

The first event was my attending 
shabbat dinner with more than a dozen 
NowGen participants who made up the 
first cohort of our LEADS program.  As I 
learned, LEADS stands for the Leadership 
Education and Development Series.

The second event that occurred was 
a discussion about whether to hold the 
Global Day of Jewish Learning this year, 
and a desire to see more young people 
participate.

By asking the chair of the first cohort 
of the LEADS program to be the chair of 
this year’s Global Day of Jewish Learning, 
the planning committee was comprised 
mostly of NowGen folks, and the par-

ticipants in the Global Day of Jewish 
Learning drew heavily from NowGen.

We handed them the reins, with 
some guidance, and they showed that 
their NowGen peers would participate 
actively, alongside other community 
members of varying ages.  While we may 
want to tweak the program next year, I 
think we see an example of a model of 
outreach and engagement that works.
Jewish Peoplehood

To broaden this idea, let me draw 
upon the work of Avraham Infeld.  Some 
of you may know who he is from the 
years when he was President of Hillel 
International and before that as a long-
time Jewish educator.

Avraham Infeld has written widely 
that being Jewish is defined by member-
ship in the people, rather than by our 
religion or form of religious practice.  He 
explains that Peoplehood is the oldest 
phrase in Jewish history and that even 
Pharaoh in Egypt spoke about the Jews 
as a people.

For instance, right in this room, 
many of us probably have heard and 
sung the words, “Am Yisrael Chai” 
which translates to the Jewish peo-
ple lives!  It is an affirmation of our 
Peoplehood, which is another way of 
describing an extended family.

Some of us even use the term “mish-
pacha” or “mishpoocha” to describe our 
extended family including distant rel-
atives.  I think we need to help all the 
members of our Jewish community see 
themselves as part of our extended family.

Admittedly, we know that people 
may have different perspectives from 
each other based on whether someone 
is a native Nashvillian or coming from 
another part of the country.  We also 
know that people have different ways 
to express their Jewish identity, their 
political beliefs, views about Israel, and 
that they will come from different social 
circles and economic circumstances.
Individually and together

The goal is not to make everyone 
think, look, or act the same.  Rather, 
the goal is to help everyone feel a part 
of our people, because that feeling leads 
to action.  When people participate and 
belong, then we can act together from 
shared common values.

When people feel a part of some-
thing, they are much more likely to 
provide their time and financial support.  
We also have to be prepared to consider 
ways in which these expressions of sup-
port will be different from how we are 
accustomed to people joining and giving.

We need to adapt to this changing 
reality while we are in the midst of the 
generation shift that is occurring in our 
community.  For instance, financial sup-
port can come in many forms, whether 
people give individually or as a family, 
give through their businesses, and give 
outright or planned gifts.

By diversifying our approach this 
way, through total financial resource 
development, we can be both strategic 
and creative in how we fund the pro-
grams, services, and operations of what 
we do.

As your Federation Executive 
Director, I am very fortunate to work 
with a great team of professionals and 
volunteer leaders who are dedicated to 
the strength and success of our Jewish 
community.

I am grateful for our community’s 5 
wonderful congregations led by Rabbis, 
Cantors, Educators, and volunteer lead-

ers and our 4 remarkable agencies led 
by Executive Directors and volunteer 
leaders, as well as our many other Jewish 
organizations.

Working together, through cooper-
ation and collaboration, we are testing 
new concepts and finding innovative 
ways to reach out and engage the people 
of our Jewish community, while still 
reaching in so that currently affiliated 
people remain active and energized.

This welcoming for all the members 
of our community specifically needs to 
include Interfaith families, LGBTQ indi-
viduals and families, and inclusion for 
people with differing abilities.

Our community is not so large that 
we can afford the luxury of deciding 
who fits a certain image or criteria.  Our 
embrace needs to be broad and inclusive.  
To cite one statistic, as we learned from 
the most recent demographic study, there 
are about 8,000 Jewish people living in 
the households that make up our Jewish 
community.
Everyone counts

Additionally, approximately 3,000 
non-Jewish people, both adults and 
children, for a total of 11,000 people, 
live in our Jewish households.  Simply 
put, everyone counts.  We are stronger 
together, and we are more vibrant from 
our diversity when we embrace all the 
members of our community.

As the Jewish people, we are faced 
with many challenges and opportunities 
which simultaneously are local, national, 
and international.  When a crisis occurs, 
we focus on that area. Meanwhile, the 
work that we need to do everywhere else 
continues, uninterrupted.

Whether we are right here in 
Nashville or overseas, as I was last month 
with members of our Jewish community 
on a mission to Morocco and Israel, we 
remain connected.

That is the power of technology 
because our emails, text messages, and 
cell phone calls can reach us just about 
everywhere in the world.  Let us use 
that connectivity, and our ever-present 
social media platforms, to help us bridge 
differences and enhance the sense of 
our peoplehood.  This applies locally, 
nationally, in Israel, and throughout the 
world, especially when we have differ-
ences to overcome.

To put all this in perspective, allow 
me to share a quote from the former 
Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, who wrote, “If 
you want to know the strength of the 
Jewish people, ask them to give, and 
then count the contribution.  To win the 
Jewish battle, the battle of the spirit, the 
victory of heart, mind and soul, you do 
not need numbers.  You need dedication, 
commitment, study, prayer, vision, cour-
age, ideals and hope.  You need to offer 
people tough challenges through which 
to grow.”

I believe those are the tasks before 
us, and we can accomplish them togeth-
er, with each of us doing our part.

Even if we do not have time to get to 
everyone’s questions, I would like to meet 
you for coffee, a meal, or a drink, just as 
I have done in getting to know many 
people during my first few months.  Here 
is my email address for you to reach me: 
eric@jewishnashville.org. •

Editor’s note: Eric Stillman, execu-
tive director of the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, made these remarks during the 
President’s Award event on Nov. 18. 

Jewish Nashville: Learning, growing, working together

Thinking about your parents...We can be there when you cannot.

Call for your complimentary Heirloom “Put It In Writing” Calendar 
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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What do you want from, 
or for, Israel? 

By GREG GOLDBERG
Observer Editorial Board Member

Recently a family member was get-
ting ready for their trip to Israel 
and they asked me a very sim-

ple question: “What do you want from 
Israel?”

Knowing the context, the intent 
was really more along the lines of, “Do 
you want a new tallis or challah plate?” 
But as I thought about the question I 
realized that I, and perhaps many of us, 
should consciously reconsider how to 
answer the very basic question. That 
question also suggests another: What do 
you want for Israel?

At the most fundamental level, I 
want Israel to be a secure homeland for 
all Jews. To me, that means an interna-
tionally recognized and accepted sover-
eign nation with borders that are clearly 
known, undisputed, and secure. Next, 
I want Israel to be a democracy with a 
thriving opportunity for economic and 
industrial and social development. Lastly, 
I want the culture to be rich with tradi-
tion and spirit, based on principles from 
Torah yet smart enough to apply such 
philosophies in a modern world.

As we have recently re-begun read-
ing the Torah, we are accustomed to 
grounding ourselves in the primary cov-
enant with G-d and the lessons that 
guide us to make ethical and appropriate 
decisions in our life. As children grow up, 
they learn that there is often more than 
one way to accomplish a goal. So if one 

goal is secure borders, does that mean 
building a wall or leaving an “open door” 
but standing there to guard it with a gun?

I admit it can be hard for me to 
sometimes put aside my personal feelings, 
based on prior experiences, and decide 
upon the best course of action going for-
ward. Realizing how much more difficult 
it is to get a nation to agree on issues only 
polarizes people.

I suspect that it will take a person (or 
more precisely a small negotiating group) 
who is more focused on the benefits of 
the future than on keeping score of past 
activity. Of course, one of my favorite 
things about Judaism is that we are con-
stantly learning (reading Torah every 
year with a bit deeper understanding); 
thus I do believe we should definitely not 
discard nor forget the past. 

We cannot truly know what moti-
vates other people in their choices and 
preferences, but perhaps we can agree 
on large goals. Keeping a focus on the 
big picture for Israel will help us reach a 
consensus if we are to move forward.

So, this is what I want “from” (and 
“for”) Israel. (And I realize that Israel 
is not unilaterally alone responsible for 
granting what I want)

I challenge you to know and write 
down what you want. Obviously there are 
many people more intimately involved 
in discussions related to ongoing “peace” 
talks (and they are likely privy to facts 
unknown to me). I pray that those peo-
ple are empowered to act judiciously and 
that Israel continues to be a light unto 
the nations of the world. •

opinion
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 May the spirit of Chanukah 
be with you throughout the New Year 
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Feeding the spirit of supportive community 
By DEBORAH OLESHANSKY
Community Relations Director

Addressing and combating 
anti-Semitism in the United 
States has taken on new urgency 

after the fatal shooting of 11 Jewish wor-
shipers at the Tree of Life Congregation 
in Pittsburgh on Oct. 27, even though, 
sadly, the topic is not new.  

Long before the shooting, we were 
aware of increased anti-Semitic activ-
ity and working on ways to educate 
about the growing trend.  Last spring, 
the Community Relations Committee 
(CRC) of the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee was approached by 
the Vanderbilt Jewish Studies depart-
ment regarding co-sponsoring a panel 
program, to be titled “Anti-Semitism in 
Contemporary American Politics.”  Well 
before the shooting, the issue was draw-
ing national concern and attention.

“We organized this event because of 
the increasing visibility of anti-Semitism 
in American political discourse and the 
rise of anti-Semitic violence,” explained 
Allison Schachter, director of the 
Jewish Studies program at Vanderbilt. 
“We want to help the Vanderbilt and 
Nashville community make sense of 
these developments as we grapple with 
the recent mass shooting at the Tree of 
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh and the 
increasing anti-Semitic rhetoric during 
this past election cycle.”  

The panel discussion held at 
Vanderbilt on Nov. 8 was a strong step 
toward beginning to gain increased 
understanding and information about 
current anti-Semitic trends and we will 
continue to pursue avenues to provide 
education and awareness for both the 
Jewish and general community on this 
disturbing topic.

The deadly Pittsburgh shooting was 
not the beginning of this apprehen-
sion, but it was certainly a horrific and 
appalling manifestation.  Immediately 
after the shooting, our local Jewish 
leaders moved quickly into action to 
share information and create a forum to 
come together to comfort and mourn.  
Felicia Anchor and Irwin Venick, the 
CRC Strategic Response team, created 
our local community response statement 
which began, “Antisemitism has been 
called the world’s oldest hatred.” 

As we prepare to celebrate Chanukah, 
we are reminded of the ancient nature of 
anti-Semitism.  The Chanukah story 
dates back over 2,200 years and reminds 
us that the fight for our survival, dignity 
and religious freedom has been ongoing 
for at least that long.  Despite the story 
of the military victory that led to the 
Chanukah miracle, the rabbis teach us 
that In the long run, Jewish survival is 
not a matter of military might but an 
inner resolve that springs from faith.  

It is for this reason that the rab-
bis choose to read the words of the 
prophet Zechariah on the Shabbat 
of Chanukah: “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by My Spirit — said the 
Lord of Hosts.” (Zech. 4:6)

To this day, it is through this faith 
and connection with others partnered 

toward respectful community that we 
will find the strength and courage to face 
the challenges ahead.  We need partners 
in spirit.  After the shooting we were all 
moved by the outpouring of community 
partners and allies who attended the 
community memorial and vigil held on 
Oct. 29 at The Temple, and who reached 
out with specific messages of concern and 
support. CRC is committed to continu-
ing to build and empower these connec-
tions.  Ongoing conversations at local 
churches, schools and community forums 
is the best way to promote civil and 
peaceful engagement.  Experts, like those 

Community Relations Communiqué

at the Louis D. Brandeis Center, counsel 
us that the best approach toward ending 
hate and bias incidents is the cultivation 
of an environment of civility. 

Jewish tradition has always valued 
family and home relationships above all 
else, and this strength of purpose sup-
ports our work in the community.  As 
we prepare to celebrate, let us reflect 
on this spirit. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
teaches: 

“Why did Judaism, alone among the 
civilizations of the ancient world, sur-
vive? Because it valued the home more 
than the battlefield, marriage more than 

military grandeur, and children more 
than generals. Peace in the home mat-
tered to our ancestors more than the 
greatest military victory.

“So as we celebrate Chanukah, spare 
a thought for the real victory, which was 
not military but spiritual. Jews were the 
people who valued marriage, the home, 
and peace between husband and wife, 
above the highest glory on the battle-
field. In Judaism, the light of peace takes 
precedence over the light of war.”  

May you enjoy the lights of 
Chanukah, and may the holiday be filled 
with blessings of spirit and peace. •
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 Make a    
Blessing

It takes just a few moments.

    Be a    
Blessing
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By SHARON BEN AMI
Community Shlicha

A stubborn old man 
Second century BCE. The Land 

of Israel is ruled by the Greek king, 
Antiochus, and his 
army chief Nikanor. 
The Jews in Israel lose 
their national iden-
tity, due to the new 
decrees that are con-
stantly being enacted 
by the regime - the 
prohibition of keeping 
religious symbols in public such as observ-
ing the Sabbath and circumcision. The 
Jewish people in the region slowly lose 
their vitality. The flame that was lighting 
their hearts is being extinguished. 

From the darkness of suppression 
and despair, rises the light of the stub-
born old man Matityahu, who decides 
that if he does not live his life as he 
wishes, following his Jewish religion and 
identity, his death is preferable. He is 
not willing to give up his faith even 
if only in the public eye. He bluntly 
rejects the Greek policy and shatters 
the altars they use to worship idols. His 
chances are very small. A large portion 
of his sisters and brothers had already 
lost their Jewish identity and joined the 
Greek camp, while the rest were afraid 
to revolt and practiced their religion 
secretly. Supporting him are only his 
sons and a small group of followers - the 
Maccabees. Against all odds he trumps 
his suppressors and renews the flame 
burning in the hearts of the Jews.
And the story repeats 

It is surprising how relevant the 

Sharing With Sharon 
How the story of Hanukkah speaks to us today

Sharon Ben Ami

story of Hanukkah is to this day, some 
2,200 years later. People are being per-
secuted all around the world for the 
way they practice their faith, for whom 
they love and even what they wear. 
Judaism is sadly a good case study of 
social processes through the persecution 
Jews have experienced for thousands of 
years. Can we really say that humanity 
has evolved in the last 2,000 years? 
The Holocaust occurred less than a 
century ago, and some of its survivors 
are still alive to share the horrors they 
have been put through by humankind.  
Eighty years  later, there are hate crimes 
committed toward Jewish people, just for 
their religious identity, and not in a land 
far away, but in the US of A.  During 
those  80 years, we Jews have had to flee 
countries from around the globe and to 
establish our own country in which we 
can practice our religion freely and safe-
ly. Thousands of people still continue to 
come to our country, Israel, every year 
for the same reasons. 

Israel was re-established as the 
home for all Jews, and continues to be 
a sacred place and a safe zone for Jews 
who live in it or those who live around 
the world and wish to live in it. This 
renewed sense of Jewish nationality has 
summoned new challenges, new forms 
of hatred toward Jewish people who live 
on the land of Israel and defend their 
right to have their own country. It is a 
different version of the same thing, an 
attempt to extinguish the flame that 
is burning in the hearts of Israelis or 
an attempt to extinguish the Israelis 
altogether. 

“Anti-Zionism is opposition to   
Zionism. The term is broadly defined 

in the modern era as the opposition to 
the ethnonationality and political move-
ment of Jews and Jewish culture that 
supports the establishment of a Jewish 
state as a Jewish homeland in the territo-
ry defined as the historic Land of Israel.”  
- Wikipedia
‘You caught me, I’m Israeli’ 

Anti-Zionism hits as close to home 
as it gets for me. As an Israeli living in 
the USA, I am often confronted with 
anti-Zionism or its consequences. When 
exploring New York City with a friend 
on a short visit a few months ago, we met 
a lovely couple. Both spoke English, 
with a little bit of an accent, and my 
gut reaction was that they looked Israeli 
to me. I shared the thought with my 
(Korean) friend, who didn’t believe 
my Israeli “radar” is so strong. I looked 
for an opportunity to prove him wrong 
without being too blunt, and so I raised 
my glass of water and said “l’chaim” 
(Hebrew for cheers) to the person I 
thought was Israeli. 

He was shocked. He started to stut-
ter and to my surprise was furious at 
me for ‘outing’ him as an Israeli. He 
was “undercover” as an Italian, and not 
for some Mossad (Israeli secret service) 
operation, but for people to accept him. 
He explained that “people don’t like 
Israel, and since I (speak) decent Italian, 
I’d rather just go with that.” 

To the surprise of both of us, his 
date, a Ukrainian model, was super 
impressed and as it turns out, she visited 

Israel for work a few months prior and 
LOVED it! She went on about high-tech 
and Tel Aviv’s beaches and Jerusalem’s 
beauty and the Israeli female models she 
worked with, who fit magazine shootings 
into their army schedule. All the while, 
my Korean friend set quietly, soaking all 
this complexity in. 
The Maccabee in me 

The take from my New York expe-
rience (Where else, right?) is not how 
much the Ukrainian model loved Israel, 
not even my extraordinary Israeli “radar,” 
but how anti-Zionism is slowly penetrat-
ing our consciousness, and Israelis feel 
like they need to disguise their iden-
tity and Jews may feel an urge to deny 
their connection to Israel. I also under-
stand that there are more layers to this 
story, and some, Jews or Israelis, might 
explain they’re disconnecting from Israel  
because of political differences. 

BUT, when people feel the need to 
hide their nationality, that is where we 
need to feel worried as humans, as Jews 
and Israelis. As Jews, we need to make 
sure we educate ourselves about social 
processes that are going on in regard to 
the Jewish homeland and what effect it 
might have on our Jewish community. 
Before we pray for a Hanukkah mir-
acle, let’s think how we can embrace 
Matityahu today and fight for what 
we think is right, even if it’s not pop-
ular. Let’s be a light to our own global 
Jewish nation before we become a light 
to the Nations. •

KOSHER FOOD BOX PROGRAM

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

If you are interested in 
receiving a food box or 
need �nancial assistance, 
contact  Toni Jacobsen or 

 at 
615-356-4234.
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May all your life 
be �lled with 
brightness from the 
Chanukah candles.

Linda and JJ Amsel
Stacy  and Coby Hanai
Michelle and Larry Kogan

Tennessee’s Only Hospice Accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice. 
Accreditation made possible with grant funding from the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

615.327.1085  |  AliveHospice.org  |  A 501(c)(3) charitable nonpro�t

Alive Hospice’s Mission: We provide loving care to people with life-threatening illnesses, support to 
their families, and service to the community in a spirit of enriching lives.

Pictured: Scott O’Neal; Anna-Gene O’Neal, Alive Hospice President/CEO; Leslie Baker, Alive Hospice Administrator of Homecare; Joel Reynolds, Alive Hospice Chaplain; 
and Rabbi Laurie Rice, Congregation Micah, at the annual conference of the National Institute of Jewish Hospice, New York City, fall 2017.
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Congregational news & events

Nashville’s congregations
Here are the websites for all five Nashville Jewish congregations, 
with information on services, upcoming events and more:

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, www.chabadnashville.com

Congregation Micah, www.congregationmicah.org

Congregation Sherith Israel, www.sherithisrael.com

The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom, www.templenashville.org

West End Synagogue, www.westendsyn.org

@ West End

Special events at Beit Miriam
Beit Miriam, WES’s religious school, offers these Chanukah programs: First, on 

Dec. 2 from 10:30 a.m.-noon, join us for Chanukah songs, Light My Fire – Family DIY 
Chanukiyah Contest, olive oil press demonstration, olive oil tasting, edible dreidels, 
sufganyiyot on a string, Chanukah activities for families with young children, Rebuild 
the Temple bounce house and plenty of latkes to eat.

Funds raised from Rebuild the Temple bounce house will go Beit Miriam’s 
Chanukah Mitzvah Project NeedLink to help cover heating costs for the elderly in 
Nashville. 

Students and parents can also celebrate the fourth night of Chanukah during 
Midweek Hebrew at Beit Miriam on Wednesday, Dec. 5. Parents are invited to join 
students at 6 p.m.

Shabbat Talk with Professor A.-J. Levine 
A.-J. Levine, University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and Mary 

Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University, will speak on Friday 
night, Dec. 7, on the topic “The Book of Judas: The Other Chanukah Story.” Services 
start at 6 p.m., followed by congregational latke Shabbat dinner at 7 p.m. and speaker 
at 8 p.m.

Hot chicken and latke lunch set for Dec. 9
Everyone is invited to join us for hot chicken and latkes on Sunday, Dec. 9, at 

12:15 p.m. Cost is $5 per person. Children age three and under are free. Lunch will 
include chicken tenders (plain, mild or hot), latke, dessert and a drink. Please RSVP 
to office@westendsyn.org

Sisterhood Torah Fund Dinner to take 
place on Dec. 16

The West End Synagogue Sisterhood is holding its Torah Fund Dinner, titled 
“Looking to the Future: Conversation with Jewish Theological Seminary fifth-year 
rabbinical student Samuel Hollander.” The dinner is scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 16, 
starting at 4:30 p.m. and taking place in the WES East Chapel. 

Dinner charge is $25 per person and $40 per couple. Mail or bring separate checks 
for dinner and donation.

Please R.S.V.P. by Dec. 10 to Batia Karabel, (615) 454-8941, batiae@gmail.com

Introduction to Judaism Part II 
starts on Jan. 6

Part II of the Introduction to Judaism course with Rabbi Joshua Kullock starts up 
on Sunday, Jan. 6, and continues on following Sundays through May 5.

The course is offered in partnership with the Miller Introduction to Judaism 
Program of the American Jewish University. These classes comprise the second half of 
a course of study aimed at providing a thorough understanding and knowledge of the 
basic ideas, practices and traditions of the Jewish people.

Class cost is $36 for members and $180 for nonmembers. 
To register, call Linda Sisselman, (615) 269-4592, ext. 12, or email linda@west-

endsyn.org.

@ The Temple
Lunch and songs on Dec. 4

The Temple Preschool will sing to help celebrate Chanukah with the Golden 
Lunch Bunch on Dec. 4. 

Students, families share Chanukah dinner
Our midweek Hebrew students and their families will get together after Hebrew 

school on Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 5:30 p.m. for dinner, games and menorah lighting.

Preschool Chanukah candle lighting
Join us on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 5:15 p.m.

Interfaith conversation and latkes
Next Dor – Events for Young Adults Learn:: Live :: Grow :: Connect 
We welcome singles, couples and young families ages 22-40 for Interfaith 

Conversation and Latke Making, on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 7 p.m. Information, honest 
conversations about interfaith issues while we cook and enjoy latkes. 

Preschool Chanukah Shabbat
Celebrate with us on Friday, Dec. 7, at 10 a.m.

Chanukah service and latke oneg
At 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 7, we will come together to light the candles and cele-

brate Chanukah with a latke oneg to follow services. 

Tot Shabbat set for Saturday, Dec. 8
Join us at 10 a.m. to help us celebrate Shabbat. It’s for children up to 6 years old 

and the big people who love them! We’ll have songs, crafts, a story, and yummy treats 
with a Chanukah theme!

W.E.L.L Chanukah Havdalah 
W.E.L.L (Women Engaged in Living and Learning) will hold a Chanukah 

Havdalah on Dec. 8 at 4 p.m.

Adult education class with David Barton
“The Search for Meaning: Frankl and Existentialism” with Dr. David Barton, with 

additional commentary by Rabbi Mark Schiftan, is set for Dec. 9 and Dec. 16 at 9:15 
a.m. Reading: “Man’s Search for Meaning” by Viktor Frankl

Discuss modern etiquette, timeless ethics
Social Q’s and Jewish Views: Modern Etiquette and Timeless Ethics on Sunday, 

Dec. 9, at The Temple, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and on Sunday, Jan. 20, from 10-11 
a.m. at Congregation Micah.

Interactive discussions will be led by Rabbi Mark Schiftan and Rabbi Laurie Rice. 
We will take columns from the Sunday New York Times Style Section and compare 
and contrast the situational questions asked and dilemmas posed – and the answers 
offered in response.

Hike and Havdalah on Dec. 15
This event takes place at Percy Warner Park and is presented by The Temple’s 

Worship and Music Committee. Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade 
Boulevard at 2:45 p.m. with the hike of the 2.5-mile white trail to begin at 3 p.m. Meet 
at the stone gate entrance to the park at 4:30 p.m. for Havdalah. All ages welcome; 
Bring friends and family; if you are not hiking, please meet us for Havdalah.

Crafternoon at The Temple
Come join the Caring Connection Committee one Sunday a month for an after-

noon of fun, creativity and a way to give back to our congregation.
Our first Crafternoon will be on Sunday, Dec. 16, from 1-4 p.m. Come for as long 

as you wish! We’ll have a craft each month (handmade note cards, knitting hats, blan-
kets, etc) for people to work on together, or you can bring your own project to work on. 
Refreshments will be served. 

We look forward to crafting with you! 
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Congregational news & events

@ Micah

Nashville Predators Jewish Heritage Night
Enjoy an exciting night in Smashville on Monday, Dec. 3, as we celebrate 

our ninth annual Jewish Heritage Night on the second night of Chanukah. It all 
starts at 7 p.m. at Bridgestone Arena, where the Nashville Predators take on the 
Buffalo Sabres. Congregation Micah members have ther choice of three discounted 
ticket options which include a $10 donation to Micah. To order tickets visit: www.
congregationmicah.org/events

Micah Children’s Academy Chanukah Festival
Help us celebrate the Festival of Lights on Friday, Dec. 7. There will be latkes to 

eat, doughnuts to decorate, and games to play! Parents, grandparents and family are all 
invited. Interested in attending the Chanukah festival?  Email Theresa LePore at tle-
pore@micahchildrensacademy.org for details.

Chanukiah contest, cook-off and dinner 
 Gather with us on Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m. with a family friendly WINE Down. At 6 

p.m., we will convene in the sanctuary for our special Kabbalat K’tan Shabbat service. 
Following services, Micah and Akiva School present our annual Chanukah dinner, this 
year with chanukiah contest and latke and kugel cook-off. 

Bring your family chanukiah and a non-dairy side dish that serves 8-10 people. We 
will provide the main dish, drinks, latkes, and dessert. For more information, contest 
rules, and to purchase dinner tickets, visit www.congregationmicah.org/events.

Tools for Life parenting class set for Dec. 9
A parenting class for those with early childhood and elementary age kids, co-spon-

sored by Congregation Micah and Akiva School. This month’s session is titled, “How 
Do I Help My Child Navigate Their Social Landscape?” It takes place from 10:15-11:45 
a.m. on Sunday. Dec. 9.

Shabbat Shaband service
Enjoy the sound of traditional instruments as our Shabbat band accompanies song 

and prayer under the leadership of Lisa Silver on Friday, Dec. 14. Weekly WINE-down 
begins at 5:30 p.m., with service at 6:00 p.m. 

Volunteer with Room in the Inn on Dec. 16
Room in the Inn is a national program that provides food and shelter for the 

homeless in houses of worship throughout participating cities in the United States. 
Help us prepare food, serve the evening meal, set up the sleeping area or overnight as 
hosts with our guests on Sunday, Dec. 16. To volunteer, sign up on our website via our 
Social Action Projects page.

Rabbi Flip Rice gets into the spirit of Costume Tot Shabbat at Micah Children’s Academy.

@ Sherith Israel
Sisterhood Latke Party set for Dec. 2

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 2, at 5:30 p.m. as we light the Limor menorah, then head 
inside for a tasty latke supper and party. Adults $12, children $8, 3 and under free.

Krispy Kreme Chanukah Bash
Our Kids Chanukah party at Krispy Kreme Donuts at 408 Thompson Lane (Kosher 

during Chanukah) will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 6:30 p.m.

Torah Mitzion Tanach series on Tuesday nights
Join Rabbi Eitan Bar-Or for this free class exploring issues in Tanach and titled 

“What Can Tanach Teach Me?”
The class takes place on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in the home of Libby and Moshe 

Werthan. See the Shabbos in Shul newsletter or email csi3600@comcast.net for the 
address. 

Macabeenies Music and Play Space 
This fun, casual Sunday morning play group for infants through preschool-age 

kids is a great way for kids to have fun and for parents to connect. In December, 
Macabeenies will get together on Dec. 2 and 16. We’ll sing, dance, bounce, play in the 
ball pit, and more! Free and open to the entire community, at Sherith Israel, 3600 West 
End Ave. Contact Cara at csuvall@gmail.com with any questions.

West End Middle School warm-up
From now until Dec. 15, Congregation Sherith Israel will be partnering with West 

End Middle PTSO to collect warm hats, gloves, scarves, mittens and socks for students 
in need, boys and girls, age 11-16. About 50 percent of West End Middle students live 
at or below the poverty line, and about a dozen families are homeless (in shelters or 
couch-hopping).  Let’s keep our young neighbors warm and cozy this cold winter sea-
son! Donation bin is in the lobby.

In search of a car…
The Shul is in need of a vehicle for personnel. Do you have one to loan or donate? 

Full tax deduction available. Please email rabbisaul@sherithisrael.com

@ Chabad
An evening of wine and opera with  
baritone cantor David Babinet

Chabad of Nashville presents an evening of Wine and Opera with operatic baritone 
and sommelier David Babinet on Saturday evening, Dec. 15, at 7:30 p.m. Babinet will 
lead a kosher wine-tasting demonstration in addition to entertaining guests at a post-Cha-
nukah celebration in the Sonnenberg Café at the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life.

Babinet will perform popular Broadway show tunes and familiar opera arias, as well 
as Yiddish favorites and Yossele Rosenblatt classics. 

Recently Babinet took up the call of becoming a chazzan (cantor). His colleagues 
have called him “The New Voice of Chazanut” and he is a sought-after chazzan. The 
New York native holds a master’s degree in vocal performance from the University of 
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, and a bachelor’s of music degree from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. 

Beginning his career in the classical music field, Babinet was quickly acknowl-
edged as one of the great up-and-coming voices of the opera world. He has been 
invited to perform in such venues as the Los Angeles Opera, where he sang Marcello 
in “La Boheme,” and Opera San Jose where he sang Count Almaviva in “La Nozze di 
Figaro,” as well as the International Vocal Arts Institute in Tel Aviv, Israel, where he 
sang Ford in “Falstaff.” 

Babinet was a member of the Portland Opera resident artist program, a participant 
in the Chicago Opera Theatre’s young artist program, and a member of the prestigious 
Los Angeles Opera Resident Artist Program where he performed alongside the famous 
tenor Placido Domingo in many productions. 

Cantor Babinet was a winner of the 2003 Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Regional Auditions. He also won first place in the Palm Springs Opera Guild 
Competition, Nunzio Crisci Opera Competition and the Dante Alighieri Society 
Opera Competition.

Continued on page 14
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MARY AND HARRY ZIMMERMAN 
YOUTH EXCHANGE ENDOWMENT FUND 

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
AGE STUDENT INCENTIVE GRANTS

Over thirty years of research on the impact of the Israel Experience 
has shown that teens are at a critical time of development when they 
are shaping their patterns of adult Jewish identity and loyalties. An Israel 
program can enhance or complement a formal Jewish education.  It can 
also a�ect those who may have been deprived of a rich Jewish life. Positive 
moments and memories are central factors in the development of a�rming 
group identification. The purpose is to strengthen Jewish identity.

The next generation’s commitment to the Jewish people can be 
greatly a�ected by the experience of being in Israel as a teen. The Jewish 
Federation of Nashville realizes this benefit and encourages families to 
consider sending their young people to Israel by o�ering incentive grants. 
These grants are available to 9th-12th graders as well as college students 
through the Mary & Harry Zimmerman Youth Exchange Endowment Fund. 
Programs that may qualify for partial scholarship grants include March 
of the Living, JCC Maccabi Xperience, NFTY, Ramah, USY, Volunteers for 
Israel, High School in Israel and BBYO.

For more information please contact Tania Bukengolts, o�ce 
administrator at tania@jewishnashville.org or at 615.354.1668.

Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!

To access the Community Calendar,
 go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”

Continued from page 13
A light Mediterranean dinner will be served along with a display of kosher wines. 

This event is generously being underwritten by a grant from the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, and is open to the public free of 
charge. For more information and to RSVP, go to www.chabadnashville.com

Chanukah across Nashville in a nutshell
• Home Depot Menorah Workshop, Sunday, Dec. 2, 4 p.m. at the Highway 70 South 

store. Children are invited to build their own menorah. This event is free of charge.
• Jewish Heritage Night at the Nashville Predators, Monday, Dec. 3, 6:45 p.m.
 Watch the large Menorah being lit before the game as Chanukah songs are played 

from the Jumbotron.
• Chanukah at Public Square, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 4:45 p.m.
 Join the Nashville Jewish community for the Menorah Lighting at the Public Square 

in downtown Nashville with Mayor David Briley and representatives of the Metro 
Council. Free dreidels, donuts and Chanukah gifts for all attendees. 

• Light Up The Night Chanukah celebration, Saturday, Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m. at Chabad 
of Nashville. Join your friends for a family fun Chanukah fest with the lighting of 
the menorah, sizzling latkes, spinning dreidels, joyous music and fun for all.

• The Tennessee Capitol Menorah at Charlotte and 6th Ave.
 Visit the Capitol Menorah during the Holiday of Lights and see the tallest menorah 

in the state of Tennessee.
• If you are in need of Chanukah candles, dreidels, Chanukah gelt, or anything else 

related to Chanukah, please call (615) 646-5750 or go to www.chabadnashville.com
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Continued from page 1
“The outpouring of love and support 

that came almost within minutes (of 
the Pittsburgh attack) from our Muslim, 
Baha’i, Catholic and Christian colleagues 
and friends indeed softens the pain and 
reminds me that we are a very blessed and 
special community here in Nashville. …

“Sadly, incidents of anti-Semitism 
have been on the rise, up over 60 percent 
since 2017. We can ask why, and there 
are likely several answers.  One is that 
the rhetoric of anger and vitriol in our 
country contributes to the frequency of 

Pittsburgh these senseless acts of hatred. … 
“We Jews speak of l’dor v’dor, pass-

ing on what we value from one genera-
tion to the next. Just what are we passing 
on if we do not speak up and say that 
language and actions of hate and division 
and marginalizing and degradation of 
others is entirely unacceptable to us in 
any place l’olam va’ed…for all time?”

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, of 
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, 
mourned the 11 who were killed in 
Pittsburgh and prayed for the injured for 
a full recovery.

“No words can describe this horror 
and evil,” he said. “Jews gathered to pray 

and celebrate Shabbat were killed for 
no reason other than the fact that they 
were Jewish. … An attack against any 
innocent person is an attack against all 
of us. An attack against any Jew is an 
attack against all Jews. An attack against 
a house of worship in the United States 
of America is an attack against every 
American.  …

“Today more than ever, we need to 
unite with love and continue to spread a 
message of tolerance and acceptance of 
all. We will fight hatred with love and 
fight evil with goodness and continue to 
perform acts of goodness and kindness 
and make this world a better place. We 

will continue to walk to our Houses of 
Prayer proudly.

“Pittsburgh and the entire world 
need our prayers and Mitzvot - good 
deeds - more than ever!”

Earlier that day, at Vanderbilt 
University, nearly 300 students, faculty, 
staff and community members gathered 
outside Rand Hall for a candlelight vigil, 
Vanderbilt News reported online. The 
vigil included reflections from a stu-
dent from the Pittsburgh area along with 
remarks and prayers from Ari Dubin, 
executive director of Vanderbilt Hillel, 
and Rabbi Shlomo Rothstein of Chabad 
at Vanderbilt. •

Federations, UT collaborate to fight anti-Semitism

Last month, the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, along with 

all of the Tennessee’s Jewish Federations, 
sent a letter to the University of 
Tennessee’s top leadership to express 
grave concerns about the appearance of 
anti-Semitic messages on the “Rock” on 
the UT-Knoxville campus. “Kill Jews” 
messages were among those scrawled on 
the rock in November. 

Below are the letter from the Jewish 
Federations and the response from the 
University of Tennessee.

•••

November 14, 2018
Randy Boyd, Interim President
Wayne Davis, Interim Chancellor
University of Tennessee – Knoxville
527 Andy Holt Tower
Knoxville, TN 37996-0184

Dear President Boyd and Chancellor 
Davis:

On behalf of the Jewish Federations 
of Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, 
and Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
we are writing to share our grave con-
cerns about the series of anti-Semitic and 
inflammatory messages recently scrawled 
on the iconic “Rock” at University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville (UTK). All four 
of our Jewish communities have strong 
ties to the university and current stu-
dents from our communities, parents and 
alumni have been in contact with us to 
express their fear, worry and anger.

We are particularly outraged and 
concerned by the “kill Jews” message 
found on the rock during the “second 
incident” which represents a dangerous 
escalation of the situation from hate 
speech and hate symbols to incitement. 
Unfortunately, we all know too well, the 
power and influence of inflammatory 
rhetoric and violent language both from 
history and from the most recent act 
of anti-Semitic violence in Pittsburgh. 
Against the backdrop of Pittsburgh, at 
a time when Jews all over the United 
States feel increasingly vulnerable, it 
is even more incumbent upon those 
in positions of leadership to speak out 
forcefully and unequivocally and to take 
concrete steps against incitement.

We appreciate the statements that 
have been issued by Chancellor Davis 
and Dean of Students Dr. Shea Kidd-
Houze and the steps the university has 
taken in the wake of these two incidents. 
And, we recognize that messages on the 
Rock may fall under protected speech, 
a right that we, too, hold sacrosanct. 
However, “kill Jews” raises the stakes, 
and Jewish students, faculty and staff 
have rights as well – including the right 
to a hate-free campus where they feel safe 

and secure.
We expect UTK and the entire 

University of Tennessee system to speak 
out against the “kill Jews” message in the 
strongest of terms and to take steps to 
make clear to the haters and inciters in 
Knoxville and beyond that their rhetoric 
not only does not represent the values of 
the campus but also are vile, shameful 
and loathsome. Anti-Semitism is a spe-
cific form of hate and in order to provide 
genuine support to the UT Jewish com-
munity, the hate needs to be specifically 
condemned; the administration needs to 
denounce anti-Semitism specifically, not 
just “hate.”

Moreover, a thoughtful, strategic 
healing process is needed. What kind 
of campus-wide education against Anti- 
Semitism and hate is in the works? What 
are your plans for campus-wide dialogues 
and forums? How will you publicly and 
strongly send the message to the Jewish 
community on campus that it is an inte-
gral part of the campus community and 
that an attack on the Jewish community 
is an attack on the entire community?

This situation has profoundly trou-
bled our four Jewish communities and 
we look to you to provide leadership 
and support during this precarious time. 
You may direct your response to this 
letter to Bluma Zuckerbrot- Finkelstein, 
Chief Strategy Officer, Memphis Jewish 
Federation, by email at bzuckerbrot- fin-
kelstein@jcpmemphis.org .

We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Sincerely,

Ken Steinberg, Chair, Memphis Jewish 
Federation

Laura Linder, President and CEO, 
Memphis Jewish Federation 

Chip Rayman, President, Knoxville 
Jewish Alliance

Lisa Perlen, President, Jewish Federation 
& Jewish Foundation of Nashville & 
Middle Tennessee

Eric Stillman, Executive Director, Jewish 
Federation & Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville & Middle Tennessee

Austin Center, Chair, Jewish Federation 
of Greater Chattanooga

Michael Dzik, Executive Director, Jewish 
Federation of Greater Chattanooga

•••

November 19, 2018
Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein
Chief Strategy Officer
Memphis Jewish Federation
6560 Poplar Avenue
Germantown, TN 38138

Dear Ms. Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein,
Thank you for your letter dated 

November 14. We both share your con-
cerns, and we recognize the feelings of 
fear, anger, and worry that you have 
expressed on behalf of your respective 
communities.

As was communicated to our 
Knoxville campus community in an 
email on Friday, hate does not belong 
on our campus. Twice now, anti-Semitic 
messages have been painted on the Rock 
in the heart of our campus. These mes-
sages are abhorrent and are antithetical 
to our Volunteer spirit. As a university, 
we are committed to standing up for 
Jewish members of our community who 
feel threatened and intimidated by these 
vile incidents.

Our flagship campus has taken steps 
to increase security in light of these 
messages, especially since the escalation 
between the first and second incident, 
whereby, as you note, the threat of “kill 
Jews” was painted on the Rock. UT 
Police have reviewed security footage 
from the incidents and have been in 
contact with state and federal officials to 
share available information. They have 
increased their physical presence at the 
Rock and at specific events and locations 
where they know Jewish students are 
gathered.

Following the first incident at the 
Rock, the chancellor’s office hosted a 
meeting of students, faculty members, 
and local community leaders. During 
that meeting, we discussed a number of 
ways we could support members of our 
Jewish community. Much of the con-
versation was related to their safety and 
security. Vice Chancellor for Student 
Life Vince Carilli, Dean of Students Shea 
Kidd-Houze, and Police Chief Troy Lane 
have stayed in contact with students, 
faculty, and staff and will remain actively 
engaged in providing them with support.

Last week, members of the chancel-
lor’s cabinet engaged in a series of small-
group discussions about the underlying 
cultural issues laid bare by these recent 
anti-Semitic incidents. Four themes 
emerged from those discussions: Safety 
and Security; Education; Coordination of 
Efforts; and Ongoing Dialogue. We have 
outlined these themes to our campus and 
are committed to putting action behind 
our words.

Your letter eloquently recommends 
the need for a thoughtful, strategic heal-
ing process. As part of our commitment to 
education and dialogue in this moment, 
we plan to organize a series of lectures, 
seminars, or colloquiums to address issues 
around anti-Semitism and hate. We will 
find opportunities to engage in open 
discussion about these difficult topics. 
We are also committed to continued 
engagement with our campus’ Jewish 
communities to ensure their concerns are 
heard and their needs are supported.

We are stronger together as 
Volunteers—not in spite of our differ-
ence, but because of them. The values 
and perspectives of everyone, including 
members of the Jewish community, are 
integral to this campus and to our state-
wide University of Tennessee System. 
We will continue to do everything we 
can to ensure Rocky Top and every UT 
System campus and institute are places 
where everyone feels safe and welcome.

Sincerely,

Wayne T. Davis
Interim Chancellor
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Randy Boyd
Incoming Interim President
University of Tennessee System

“Kill Jews” messages were painted on 
the Rock at the University of Tennessee 
last month; 11 Jews were gunned down 
at synagogue in Pittsburgh the previous 
month. The graffiti has been removed. 
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF KNOXVILLE JEWISH ALLIANCE
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THE FAMILY HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR

“A dazzling holiday spectacle 
… for both young and old.” 

- The Tennessean

TICKETS AND PACKAGES ON SALE NOW   |   CirqueDreamsHolidazeTN.com or call (888) 677-9872

A Portion of the Proceeds Bene� t
NOW – DEC. 28, 2018 at the GRAND OLE OPRY® HOUSE

Cirque Dreams Holidaze returns bigger and better with its popular and electrifying 
stage spectacular at the Grand Ole Opry House. Broadway Director Neil Goldberg 
has assembled the world’s most unique cast of incomparable cirque artists, singers, 
dancers and theatrical talent exclusive to Nashville’s 2018 return engagement. This 
critically acclaimed BROADWAY MUSICAL, NEW CIRQUE ADVENTURE and FAMILY 
SHOW is the perfect holiday gift wrapped in one. 
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Mission participants meet students at a Jewish school in Casablanca, Morocco.

See how Israel provides health care on physicians interchange trip

The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee through its 

Partnership2Gether (P2G) program has 
created a physician interchange trip to 
Israel set for this coming January 20-26. 

Dr. Stewart Perlman, a practicing 
anesthesiologist for over 33 years and now 
retired, will lead this delegation of eight 
physicians along with Jill Abel, from 
Jacksonville, Fla., the P2G U.S. Hadera-
Eiron Southeast Consortium coordinator 
and Israel Partnership director.

The U.S.-Israel physician inter-
change program occurred most recently in 
May 2015, when three Israeli physicians 

visited Nashville and two other Southeast 
Consortium cities. It was highly successful 
and created a springboard to continue 
with the upcoming physician interchange 
program this coming January. 

Currently, eight physicians will be 
participating on this trip. Dr. Perlman 
will be joined by two other physicians 
from Nashville, Dr. Herb Schwartz, 
chairman of the department of ortho-
paedics and rehabilitation at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center, and Dr. 
Michael Hochman, assistant professor of 
obstetrics and gynecology at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center. Physicians 
from Chattanooga, Jacksonville, 

Charlotte, N.C., and Richmond, Va., 
also will participate.

Activities for participants include 
the following:
• Visiting and spending a full day at the 

main hospital in Hadera, Israel, Hillel 
Yaffe Medical Center. There the eight 
U.S. physicians will be paired with 
Israeli physicians with like specialties;

• A visit to the Shoham Geriatric 
Center in Hadera; 

• A visit and tour of Caesarea;
• A visit and tour of the Western 

Galilee Medical Center in Nahariya;
• A visit and tour of Assuta Ashdod 

Hospital in Ashdod;

• A visit to both Hadassah University 
Medical Center in Jerusalem as well 
as The Chagall Windows located 
there; and

• Herzl Museum in Jerusalem.
Additionally, the U.S. physicians will 

be spending home hospitality for two 
nights in Hadera with Israeli physi-
cians, their spouses and families.
For additional information on 

the program, please contact Adam 
Bronstone, director of planning and 
Israel partnerships with the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, adam@
jewishnashville.org. •

2018 Federation mission educates and inspires
This year’s mission of the Jewish 

Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 

offered a window into how our communi-
ty plays a part in life thousands of miles 
away in Israel and Morocco. Photographs 
show the breadth of experiences partici-
pants enjoyed.

Participants could choose from a 
menu of travel and learning opportu-
nities that included the 2018 General 
Assembly (GA) of the Jewish Federations 
of North America, held in Tel Aviv from 
Oct. 22-24.

“Hearing from the leaders and vol-

unteers from organizations around the 
world that do such important work both 
in their communities and abroad was 
very meaningful,” said Ellie Flier. “It gave 
us an up-close look at the reach that the 
Jewish Federation has in helping people 
around the world.”

“The GA is an unbelievable experi-
ence,” Ellen Hirsch said.  “People come 
from all over to make the commitment of 
learning and hearing different points of 
view.  The men and women who spoke at 
the break-out sessions were informative 
and professional.

“This was my second time at the 

GA in Israel,” she continued.  “The 
experience has made my commitment to 
Judaism and Israel deeper.”

GA participants heard from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel David 
Friedman, Israeli President Reuven Rivlin 
and the leader of the Jewish Agency 
for Israel, Isaac Herzog. There also was 
a Partnership2Gether presentation by 
Maya Shoham about the teen exchange 
program with Hadera-Eiron, Nashville’s 
Partnership region.

Nashvillians on the mission were 
able to see more of Hadera-Eiron, with 

a visit to Haklaei High School with 
Iris Grossman Nagler and students who 
have participated on Get Connected and 
related Partnership teen programs orga-
nized through the Southeast Consortium 
of Jewish Federation communities in the 
United States. 

Before spending time in Israel, par-
ticipants had the option of a five-day 
pre-mission in Morocco. Highlights 
included Shabbat in Marrakech, learning 
about programs in Morocco that Jewish 
Federations help support, visiting a Jewish 
Community Center in Casablanca and 
seeing the home of Maimonides in Fez.  •

Outside the Hurva Synagogue in the Old City in Jerusalem. PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK MAY

Tour guide Joel snaps a shot of Nashvillians at the Kotel in Jerusalem. The photo of Joel 
was taken by Omer, also a tour guide with the group. 

A lighter moment at Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem. PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK MAY
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Financial Aid available 
for Jewish 
Overnight 
Summer 
Camp

Many of us remember those summers at camp that inspired our 
connection to Judaism – the singing after dinner or Havdalah on the 
edge of the lake at sunset. The Jewish summer camp experience creates 
community for life, not just for a summer.

Year after year our children return from camp with stories, memories 
and friendships. For many of them it is the first time they’re surrounded 
by all things Jewish. Overnight Jewish camping is wonderful way to 
introduce children to the joy and celebration of Jewish traditions.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee realizes 
the importance of building Jewish life and makes financial assistance 
available on a need basis for  students to attend Jewish summer camps. 
If you know someone who could benefit from this information, please 
share it. To request information on summer camp opportunities or for 
a scholarship application, please contact Becky Gunn at the Jewish 
Federation at becky@jewishnashville.org or 615-354-1624 and send 
completed applications to campscholarships2019@jewishnashville.org .

  All inquiries are confidential. The deadline for submitting applications 
is March 15, 2019.

Revere Jewish Montessori 
Preschool to present ‘If not 
now, when’ match-a-thon

Nashville’s Jewish Montessori 
Preschool will host an excit-
ing year-end fundraising cam-

paign—“If Not Now, When?” - that will 
kick off on Monday, Dec. 10, at 10 a.m. 
and continue until Thursday, Dec. 13, at 
midnight. 

“Tzedakah (charity) is equal to all 
the other commandments combined.” 
This meaningful fundraising campaign 
will provide the Nashville communi-
ty with 86 hours of opportunity to 
support the far-reaching work of the 
Revere Jewish Montessori Preschool, 
by providing scholarships to families 
in the Nashville Jewish community at 
large. These funds will enable chil-
dren to receive scholarship grants, and 
receive a Montessori Jewish educa-
tion at the Revere Montessori Jewish 
Preschool.

As Hillel said, as quoted above, “If 
not now, when?” Now is the time for 
the Jewish community to unite efforts to 
strengthen Jewish education in Nashville, 
build a bright future and to ensure Jewish 
continuity in Middle Tennessee. There 
is no better time than now to support the 
Montessori Jewish Preschool Scholarship 
fund. During this campaign, for every $1 
donated, the Montessori Jewish Preschool 
will receive an additional $2, therefore, 
all donations will effectively triple in 

value. Essentially, your $100 charitable 
donation will be tripled and will translate 
into $300. No donation is too small and 
each one is appreciated.

The goal of the match-a-thon is 
to raise $150,000 in the campaign’s 86 
hours. 

The award-winning Revere 
Montessori Jewish Preschool has become 
known as a model school in the Jewish 
community and beyond. Teachers at the 
Montessori Jewish Preschool are known 
for their dedication, creativity, and their 
passion for teaching.

The Jewish values of the Montessori 
Jewish Preschool drive the curriculum, 
environment and school culture and 
model and encourage kindness, respect, 
compassion, confidence and responsibil-
ity. The formative years of early child-
hood are vitally important. Each child is 
like a seed, which must be nurtured with 
the utmost care. The seed’s every experi-
ence will shape and color the quality of 
its matured self.

For more information about the 
Revere Montessori Preschool “If Not 
Now, When?” year-end Match-a-thon 
campaign and to learn about how you 
can make a difference visit www.chabad-
nashville.com/match from Dec. 10, at 10 
a.m. through midnight Thursday, Dec. 
13, or call (615) 646-5750.  •
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New transportation program helps bring Akiva closer
Submitted by Akiva School

This year, Akiva School has part-
nered with Montgomery Bell 
Academy, St. Cecilia/Overbrook 

and Harpeth Hall School to provide 
transportation to students who would not 
typically be able to attend Akiva due to 
their geographical location. 

The transportation program has over 
14 pickup locations including Antioch, 
Brentwood, Goodlettsville, and East 
Nashville. In addition to these locations, 
a bus runs from MBA directly to Akiva 
allowing families to skip the St. Thomas/
White Bridge traffic build up. Equally 

importantly, this program is incredibly 
affordable, costing families less than $5 
per day. 

The original purpose of this program 
was two-fold. 

First, Akiva wanted to ensure that 
its current families were offered afford-
able and pragmatic options in helping 
students get to Akiva safely and time-
ly. And this transportation program is 
something that Akiva families utilize. 
Akiva students live in five different 
counties and represent over 15 different 

zip codes. Thus, for many of our current 
families, a transportation program isn’t a  
luxury or convenience, but a necessity. 
Moreover, over 80 percent of our families 
are dual-income households and having a 
transportation program allows families to 
get to work on time and have their child 
receive an exceptional education. 

The second purpose of this pro-
gram was to help potential families who 
might not originally consider Akiva due 
to their geographical location have the 
ability to attend. With the ever-expand-
ing Jewish community, fewer Nashville 
“transplants” are able to live in the tradi-
tional geographical “Jewish core” due to 
the increase in real estate prices and the 
availability in housing. More and more 

families are starting to live in areas such 
as Mt.  Juliet, Hendersonville, Donelson, 
and Smyrna; consequently, an affordable 
transportation program enables families 
to send their child to Akiva even though 
they may live on the other side of town. 

“As Nashville continues to grow, it 
is incumbent upon us to provide oppor-
tunities for students from all around 
Nashville to learn at Akiva. This trans-
portation program is accomplishing this 
goal,” says Daniella Pressner, Akiva’s 
head of school. 

For more information about Akiva’s 
new transportation program please 
reach out to Director of Admissions 
and Outreach Julie Fortune at jfortune@
akivanashville.net  •

Get your act 
together for 
Temple’s first 
talent show

If you have talent, think you have 
talent, or know of someone who is 
talented, then it’s time to get the act 

together! 
The Temple – Congregation Ohabai 

Sholom is looking for all kinds of talent 
to showcase in its first talent show, enti-
tled Temple’s Got Talent, dubbed after the 
television show, America’s Got Talent. 

Auditions are now open through 
Jan. 15, 2019, the Temple said in a news 
release. The public is invited to enter, 
regardless of religious affiliation or mem-
bership in The Temple. 

“Auditions are novel - not in person, 
but by video,” said Neal Spielberg, one 
of several event coordinators involved in 
the show’s launch. 

Acts will be judged by professionals 
in the entertainment and music industry. 
Selected acts will perform at Temple’s 
Got Talent on March 10, 2019, at The 
Temple, 5015 Harding Place, Nashville. 
Proceeds will benefit The Temple.

To enter, submit your 90-second 
audition tape to templesgottalent@gmail.
com, or go to The Temple’s website at 
www.templenashville.org. Deadline for 
entries is Jan. 15, 2019. To ensure fair-
ness, all acts will be separated into var-
ious age groups: 8-17, 18-55 and 55 and 
over. Audition entry fee is $25. If you are 
multitalented, you may submit another 
entry for a different talent.

Sponsorship and volunteer oppor-
tunities are available. For more informa-
tion, inquire to templesgottalent@gmail.
com, or call Temple President Joyce 
Friedman at (615) 714-1666.  •

To access the 
Community Calendar,

 go to www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”

List of 
Community 
Chanukah 
activities, 
pages 21
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Tennessee students learn firsthand about the Holocaust 
By KATHY CARLSON

What if the whole population of 
Tennessee – about 6.5 million 
people – was wiped out? 

That gives an idea of what happened 
to Jews during the Holocaust, one sur-
vivor told students and teachers at the 
Irvin and Elizabeth Limor Educational 
Outreach program of the Tennessee 
Holocaust Commission. The event took 
place on Nov. 7 at The Temple and drew 
about 1,000 participants.

The program included a talk from 
Marion  Blumenthal Lazan, now an 
80-something great-grandmother, and an 
original musical narrative titled “The 
Suitcase,” composed and performed by 
Nashville musician Tim Lorsch. 

The Limors, z”l, for whom the pro-
gram is named, are the grandparents of 
Naomi Limor Sedek, assistant execu-
tive director of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. The Limors met in a 
Nazi munitions camp, married after it was 
liberated, and brought Naomi’s father, 
Victor, into the world in a displaced per-
sons camp after World War II.

“Today you will have the opportuni-
ty to hear from survivors, those touched 
directly by the plans of the Nazis to exter-
minate the Jewish people,” Sedek told 
the group. “These are a few of the sur-
vivors that still remain. In the next few 
decades this first-person testimony will 
no longer be available. … In my grand-
parents’ memory today, please share the 
stories and lessons you will learn today 
to effect change in the world around you 
tomorrow.” 

Each speaker told their Holocaust 
story in their own way, Lazan with words 
and Lorsch with words, music and tech-
nology.

“I am the first born son of Jews 
who fled from Nazi Germany in the late 
1930s,” Lorsch says on his website, www.
thesuitcase.world.

“In the early part of the 20th century, 
before the Holocaust, Germany was one of 
the safest places in the world for Jews. … 
In less than a decade, that all ended. 

“In 2016, a suitcase was found in a 
little antique store in Czechoslovakia. 
It miraculously made its way to me in 
Nashville, Tennessee. The suitcase had 
the name ‘Julius Israel Lorsch’ inscribed 
inside, along with a transport number. 
Julius was my great uncle. 

“This project serves to tell my fam-
ily’s story through music. It reflects the 
hopes, dreams, resilience , and vulnera-
bility of the immigrant experience - it’s a 
story of refugees and community; a story 

of survival.”   
Lorsch’s program closed the daylong 

session.
Earlier, Lazan told about spending 

her childhood in Nazi camps. She was 
a scared 9-year-old when she and her 
family were taken from Westerbork in 
Holland to Bergen-Belsen in 1944.

“The Nazis tried to break us, physi-
cally and spiritually,” she said, adding that 
they sometimes succeeded. Sanitation at 
Bergen-Belsen was nonexistent, death 
came every day and bodies could not be 
taken away fast enough, she said. 

Each day Lazan would try to find four 
pebbles that were about the same size. If 
she did, that meant her family – two par-
ents, her brother and herself – would sur-
vive. “This game gave me something to 
hold onto, some meager hope,” she said.

In 1945, Lazan and her family were 
taken from Bergen-Belsen to Auschwitz, 
which the Russians soon liberated. Her 
father died of typhus six and a half weeks 
after liberation, but she, her mother and 
brother came to the United States in 
1948. They settled in Peoria, Ill., where 
she graduated from high school in 1953. 

There she met her husband of 64 years, 
Nathaniel Lazan.

Lazan said she has spoken to 1.5 
million students and adults over the past 
20 years. 

“Please share my stories with friends 
and relatives and someday share with 
your children and grandchildren,” she 
said. “It is you who will have to bear 
witness.” 

Six million Jews were killed in the 
Holocaust, she said, along with 5 million 
non-Jews, including righteous gentiles 
who helped save Jewish lives. The popu-
lation of Tennessee is about 6.5 million; 
the Holocaust can be compared to wiping 
out the entire population of Tennessee.

She urged the students to do every-
thing possible to stop hatred and to be 
kind, good and respectful toward others. 
“If there had been compassion 80 years 
ago, I wouldn’t be here,” she said.

“I was surprised she held onto her 
faith (through the Holocaust), how strong 
she was,” a student from Rutherford 
County said afterward. “It would have 
terrified me. … We’re the last generation 
to get to hear survivors.”  •

Nashville musician Tim Lorsch per-
forms his one-man show, “The Suitcase,” 
during this year’s Irvin and Elizabeth 
Limor Educational Outreach program of 
the Tennessee Holocaust Commission. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Great-grandmother Marion Blumenthal Lazan urges students to be kind and bear 
witness to the reality of the Holocaust. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Simchas &
Celebrations

COMING JANUARY 2019

We will be highlighting lifecycle events including 
Weddings, Bar & Bat Mitzvahs, Anniversaries and Births. 
We know that you will want to be included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract a 1/8 page ad or larger we will be 
happy to contact you for articles pertaining to your business.

Team NowGen takes the title of Grand Champions of the 2018 Kosher Nashville Hot 
Chicken Festival, held on Nov. 4 at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. Celebrating 
the spicy victory are Robert Taeidkashani, Hayley Levy and Matthew Meisels.

Kosher hot chicken torch passes to NowGen
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Belle Meade Plaza
4500 Harding Road

Nashville, TN 
615.383.1422

Happy Chanukah

Nashville celebrates Festival of Lights

Gordon JCC
SUNDAY, DEC. 9
Gordon JCC’s Annual Hanukkah Fest, 4-7 p.m.; community menorah 
lighting at 6 p.m. (bring your own menorah and candles), Gordon 
Jewish Community Center

NowGen Nashville
THURSDAY, DEC. 6
Hanukkah party, 6:30 p.m., Smith & Lentz Brewing, 903 Main Street, 
Nashville

Congregation Micah
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Religious School Shuk and Book Fair, 9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5 
Chai Society at NECAT for Chanukah Spoken Word Poetry Slam, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Chanukah Dinner, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Chanukah on Wheels, Brentwood Skate Center, 3 p.m.

The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom
TUESDAY, DEC. 4
The Temple Preschool sings for Golden Lunch Bunch.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Chanukah dinner for midweek Hebrew students, families; 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 6
Preschool Chanukah Candle Lighting, 5:15 p.m.; Next Dor Interfaith 

Conversation and Latke Making, 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Preschool Chanukah Shabbat, 10 a.m.; Chanukah Service & Latke Oneg, 

6 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.; W.E.L.L (Women Engaged in Living and Learning) 

Chanukah Havdalah, 4 p.m.

West End Synagogue
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Beit Miriam’s Chanukah Program, 10:30 a.m.-noon. . 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Beit Miriam students and parents Chanukah celebration, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Shabbat Talk – with Professor A.-J. Levine, with Kabbalat Shabbat 

services from 6-7 p.m., Shabbat dinner from 7-8 p.m. and Shabbat 
Talk from 8-9 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC.  9
Hot chicken and latke lunch, 12:15 p.m. 

Congregation Sherith Israel
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Sisterhood Latke Party, 5:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Krispy Kreme Chanukah Bash, for kids, Krispy Kreme Donuts, 408 

Thompson Lane (Kosher during Chanukah), 6:30 p.m.

Chabad of Nashville
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Chanukah Menorah Workshop at Home Depot, Bellevue, 4-5 p.m. 

MONDAY, DEC. 3
Jewish Heritage Night Menorah Lighting at the Predators, Bridgestone 

Arena, 6:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, DEC. 4
Chanukah at Public Square with Mayor David Briley, 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
A Chanukah TGIS, 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Light up the night – The BIG Mesibah, 7 p.m.

THROUGHOUT CHANUKAH
Visit the 17-foot steel menorah that Chabad of Nashville has erected 
at the State Capitol in downtown Nashville (corner of 6th Avenue and 
Charlotte) since 2003.

Check with your congregation to see if reservations are needed

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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Nancy Spielberg’s story inspires local women
Participants at this year’s Girls Night 

Out (GNO) women’s philanthropy 
event were treated to a glimpse of 

the early years of the Spielberg family 
through the eyes of its youngest child, film 
producer Nancy Spielberg.

GNO, presented by the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, drew 
about 130 participants and took place on 
Oct. 28 at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center. 

Spielberg also was in Nashville 
to speak at the Nashville Jewish Film 
Festival about the film she produced, 
“Who Will Write Our History,” about 
the Oyneg Shabes Archive, which Jews in 
the Warsaw Ghetto secretly wrote to tell 
the world how they experienced life there 
under Nazi rule. 

Her films, she said, often depict 
ordinary people who do extraordinary 
things. She is currently working on a film 
about the photographer Roman Vishniac, 
famous for his photographs of Jewish life 
in Eastern Europe before the Holocaust.

“We don’t really see what happens 
on the other side of the world,” she said. 
“We need to see those (people). We can’t 
leave it up to others. We need to act. The 
power of our collective voices will keep 
us strong.”

Spielberg was the youngest of four 
children, the oldest being Steve – now 
Steven – Spielberg, the legendary direc-

tor and producer who brought the world 
“Schindler’s List” and many iconic films.

Her father, Arnold Spielberg, now 
age 101, was an electrical engineer who 
worked in computers and her mother, 
Leah Posner Adler, was a concert pianist 
turned restaurateur. Ms. Adler died in 
2017 at age 97.

She characterized her mother as a free 
spirit who taught her children to follow 
their dreams. She taught them little, how-
ever, about being Jewish, Spielberg said. 
The family observed major Jewish holi-
days and went to synagogue a few times a 
year, but didn’t keep kosher, she said. 

The family moved to Phoenix, Ariz., 
when Nancy Spielberg was a baby. She 
and her siblings were the only Jews in 
their public school, she recalled. Their 
next door neighbors on both sides were 
non-Jews. One family called them dirty 
Jews and beat up Steven. A friend’s father 
wagged a finger at Nancy when she was a 
teen-ager and complained about Jews who 
“think you own the world.”

There was “no community to help us 
grow and find our Jewish roots,” she said, 
until she began to attend Phoenix Hebrew 
Academy when she was 10.

“This school was the first place where 

I felt I belonged,” she told the Nashville 
women. “I loved it.” 

The women in the audience, 
Spielberg said, are very lucky to be part of 
the Nashville Jewish community. She said 
she wished she had a Jewish community 
in which to live when she was growing up.

The GNO event took place one day 
after a gunman entered the Tree of Life 
Congregation in Pittsburgh and killed 11 
worshipers at Shabbat morning services. 
Participants at GNO observed a moment 
of silence at the beginning of the program.

The whole idea of community takes 
on greater meaning after the synagogue 
shooting, she said. “When we have issues 
like we just had over Shabbat,” she said, 
“it’s not just close to home, it is home.” 

Spielberg’s audience agreed.
“I loved how she took her experiences 

and made it relevant and empowering to 
me. It reminds me I’m an important part 
of her story - we’re part of something big-
ger,” said Kim Lapidus.

Alexis Schlessel said she has lived in 
Nashville for more than two years.

“Coming to these types of events 
makes me feel part of the wonderful Jewish 
community that Nashville has to offer,” 
she said, adding that it’s one of the most 
welcoming communities she’s lived in. 
Spielberg’s presentation, Schlessel said, “was 
very inspirational. It makes me want to get 
more involved not only with Federation” 
but with the whole community. •

Newcomers, history buffs and just plain curious folks explore the Jewish side of 
downtown Nashville guided by Randy Gross, right. The Nov. 18 tour included stops 
throughout downtown, including at the Hermitage Hotel.

Jewish walking tour of Nashville University of California gains ‘A 
Vanished World’ photos, archive
JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY

A Jewish museum and archive at 
the University of California 
Berkeley has acquired the com-

plete archive of Roman Vishniac, the 
best-known photographer of Jewish life 
in Eastern Europe before the Holocaust.

The Magnes Collection of Jewish Art 
and Life announced the acquisition last 
month. Curator Francesco Spagnolo said 
the collection includes 6,500 prints, 10,000 
slides, 40 albums of negatives, 20 binders of 
contact sheets, 1,500 scientific prints, 400 
audiovisual recordings, and a large number 
of personal documents and notebooks.

Vishniac, who died in 1990, was best 
known for “A Vanished World,” pub-
lished in 1983 and featuring the photos 
of Jews taken in the 1930s as the shadow 
of Nazism descended on Europe. Vishniac 
took many of the photos on assignment 
for the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee. The JDC later helped the 
Russian-born Vishniac escape Nazi-

occupied Europe for the United States.
Vishniac also photographed Israelis 

in their country’s early years and made 
hundreds of scientific images.

“He looked at the humanities with 
a scientific eye, and he looked at the sci-
ences with a humanistic eye,” Spagnolo 
told J. The Jewish Weekly of Northern 
California.

The collection is a gift of the photog-
rapher’s daughter, Mara Vishniac Kohn, 
now 92 and living in Santa Barbara, 
Calif., and her children Naomi Schiff 
and Ben Schiff. It had been on loan 
since 2005 at New York’s International 
Center for Photography.

“My goals for this collection are 
to keep the work alive, and also, in a 
way, keep the people from dying again,” 
Vishniac Kohn said in a statement from 
UC Berkeley. “I see hope that these 
materials and all my father’s efforts will 
be somehow connected with our present 
life and, more importantly, with the lives 
of young people.” •

Thanks, Nashville: Observer editor to step down
Dear Nashville Jewish community,

At the end of this month, I’ll be 
stepping down as editor of the Observer to 
free up time for me to write articles about 
how local government works in our area. 
These are the types of watchdog projects 
that have always intrigued me and that 
I’ve researched and written for local print 
publications for the general Nashville 
audience. It’s something I feel compelled 
to do for many reasons, especially since 
newsroom employment dropped by 23 
percent between 2008 and 2017, accord-
ing to a Pew Research Center analysis of 
data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

I have greatly enjoyed my second 
stint as editor of the Observer and I want 

to thank you all for telling me your stories 
and helping me cover this community. I 
hope to work with you as a participant in 
the Jewish community, and hope to stay 
in touch.

An ad describing the position of 
editor has been posted in journalismjobs.
com and is reprinted with this article. If 
you or anyone you know is interested in 
becoming the Observer’s editor, the ad 
will tell you how to apply.

Thanks again for the opportunity to 
write about Jewish life here, and I wish 
you all the best.

Sincerely,
Kathy Carlson

From JournalismJobs.com
Editor, Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

The Jewish Observer, a monthly newspaper with an online presence at jewishobservernash-
ville.org, is seeking an editor to write articles, edit submissions and produce the newspaper.  The 
Observer is the official publication of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee. It also serves to educate and inform the Nashville-area Jewish community 
about issues and events of interest that affect Jewish life locally, nationally, in Israel and through-
out the world.

The position of editor is part-time, approximately 20 hours per week, and reports to the 
executive director of the Jewish Federation. Journalistic and related job duties include producing 
original content, producing the Observer and an annual publication called the Guide to Jewish 
Nashville, posting content to the Observer website and proofreading publications. Currently, the 
editor works on production with a graphic designer. Administrative job duties include coordinating 
with a printer and other vendors, working with the Observer advertising manager and keeping in 
touch with local congregations and community members for regular news features. Goals for the 
incoming editor include improving the publication’s web presence.

Minimum job requirements: Bachelor’s degree, five years or more of journalism experience, 
including writing, editing, print journalism production, online journalism.  Salary is negotiable.

To apply, please email a cover letter, resume, a total of three samples of work which show the 
applicant’s writing, editing and newspaper production, and three professional references which 
will be treated confidentially to Eric Stillman, Executive Director, Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, at eric@jewishnashville.org.  No phone calls.

Nancy Spielberg, center, joins Girls Night Out co-chairs Lori Fishel, left, and Stephanie 
Speller Townsend. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN
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Runner Peter Pressman, z’l, 
named WES volunteer of year

Peter Pressman, z”l, a West End 
Synagogue member who was con-
sidered the father of the Nashville 

running community, will receive a post-
humous Volunteer of the Year Award 
during West End Synagogue’s annual 
Social Action Shabbat on Saturday, Dec. 
1, at 9:30 a.m. 

Ruth Pressman, along with her son, 
Adam, will accept the award for her late 
husband, who passed away on March 25.

The annual award is presented by 
the Social Action Committee to a West 
End Synagogue member who has volun-
teered in a significant way in the broader 
Nashville community.

As president of the Nashville Striders 
for more than 12 years, Peter inspired 
many others to join him in using running 
to make a positive impact on themselves 
and their communities. He served on the 
Striders board since 2001. Most of the 
races that Peter directed raised money for 
charities, including the Tom King Classic 
Half Marathon and 5K.  He recruited and 
managed pace group leaders for the St. 
Jude Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon.

Peter was instrumental in setting 
up a Striders partnership with Tusculum 
Elementary School in Nashville to 
enable the school to purchase shoes 
and t-shirts for more than 30 students 
each year who participate in the chil-
dren’s portion of the Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Marathon.  He helped to establish the 
Nashville Striders Youth Fund, which 
creates college scholarships for high 
school seniors as well as other youth 
activities. This year the scholarship 
program has been renamed, Nashville 
Striders Peter Pressman Scholarship in 
his memory.

He also served on the board of 
Achilles International Nashville since 
helping to set up the chapter. Achilles 
pairs athletes with disabilities with ath-
letes without disabilities to participate 
in mainstream running activities and 
events. Nashville has one of the largest 
chapters in the world.  Additionally, 
Peter was involved with “I Run for Joe,” 
which supports a Striders member who 
was permanently injured and now uses a 
wheelchair.  

Peter also coordinated an annual 
marathon and 10K within the Charles 
Bass Correctional prison complex (now 
closed). 

Nashville’s former mayor Karl Dean 
lauded Peter for his dedication. To cele-
brate his 70th birthday, Peter organized 
a three-mile run to raise money for local 
charities. Anyone who ran a race in 
Nashville would remember seeing him 
there. He always finished each running 
event “upright and with a smile.” •

Peter Pressman at his last marathon at 
Marshall University in Huntington, W. 
Va. He was on his way to running mara-
thons in all 50 states.

Happy Chanukah

615-297-7963

A . FUENTE • ASHTON • CAO • COHIBA • DAVIDOFF
MONTECRISTO • PADRON • TATAUJE • ZINO

& MANY MORE

Cigars From

List of Chanukah 

activities, pages 21
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THE
RHYTHM
IS GONNA
GET YOU!

Save the date: JCC’s Big Night Out set for Jan. 26

Big Night Out 2019 will be an exclu-
sive speakeasy-inspired party, trans-
porting the Gordon JCC back into 

the 1920s Prohibition era. 
The party will feature live enter-

tainment, handcrafted cocktails, casino 
tables and a few surprises.  The night will 
kick off with a swanky auction followed 
by dinner and entertainment and guests 
are encouraged to dress to impress along 
with the theme. 

The event will take place on 
Saturday, January 26, 2019 at 6:45 pm 
and tickets are now on sale at nashville-
jcc.org/bignightout. Tickets cost $150/
person but there is also a VIP ticket 
option this year at $300/person, which 
includes early access to the auction, 
reserved seating, and a swag bag of acces-
sories for the evening. 

After serving as auction co-chairs for 
the past two years, Laurel Orley and Kelly 

Unger are chairing this year’s event. 
Laurel says, “We really want people 

to walk into the J and feel like they are 
going back in time, all while having a 
great time and helping to raise money for 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center.” 

Kelly commented, “We have an 
incredibly hard-working committee help-
ing us pull off a fantastic event.  There 
is lot of fun in store and it is going to be 
a night that you don’t want to miss, so 
make sure to buy your tickets early!” 

Sponsors of Big Night Out include: 
American Paper & Twine, Argent Trust 
Company, Brown Brothers Harriman, 
CapStar Bank, Delek Fund for Hope, 
Design Hive Nashville, The Dorothy 
Cate and Thomas F. Frist Foundation, 
Easter Healthcare Consulting, Ghertner 
& Company, Gluck Orthodontics, 
Hermitage Lighting, Kraft CPAs, Maxwell 
Aesthetics, Mercedes Benz of Music City, 

Big Night Out chairs Laurel Orley (left) 
and Kelly Unger are planning a speakeasy 
evening.

Morgan Stanley, PrintNet USA, Sprintz 
Furniture, and Zander Insurance, with 
beverages being provided by Rhizome 
Productions and Best Brands. • 

Leadership 
participants 
selected

Leadership2Gether is a special Israel-
focused leadership program that 
matches young adults from Israel 

and the United States, allowing them to 
learn and build relationships together. 
It’s part of the Jewish Agency for Israel’s 
Partnership2Gether program, which has 
paired the Hadera-Eiron region of Israel 
with several cities in the southeastern part 
of the United States, including Nashville.

The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee is pleased to announce that 
Jacob Kupin, Hayley Levy and Bryna 
Oleshansky have been selected to repre-
sent Nashville in Leadership2Gether in 
this year’s new cohort. Over six months, 
young adults from Israel and Nashville 
will be paired together to learn from 
a designed curriculum through Skype 
sessions. 

“I am eager and grateful for this 
opportunity to learn and discuss Jewish 
identity and heritage, and build rela-
tionships with peers in our sister city in 
Israel,” said Levy.

Next spring, all of the young leaders 
from the United States will travel to 
Israel for an intense weeklong program of 
leadership training and touring.

“We are living in a world rife with 
divisiveness and hate,” new participant 
Kupin said. “This program is a welcome 
opportunity to strengthen international 
bonds around a common theme. I’m 
excited to begin!” •

Happy 
Chanukah
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Nationally Endorsed by

Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC  
&  Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
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GJCC’s December artists include 
Sherraden, Pate, Krogman and Whitson
The Gordon Jewish Community 

Center’s December art exhibit will 
feature the work of Jim Sherraden, 

Stephanie Pate, Betty Krogman and Ezra 
Whitson. Also continuing will be the 
special exhibit titled“Under One Roof – 
Welcoming the Stranger.”

The Janet Levine March Gallery 
will feature the work of Jim Sherraden, 
manager of Hatch Show Print from 1984 
through 2013 and a printmaker himself. 
Sherraden, a native of Kansas, has lived 
in Nashville since 1977, completing his 
university studies here and gaining a 
strong education in printmaking. 

Through Hatch, his clients includ-
ed Emmylou Harris, B.B. King, Neil 
Young, Bruce Springsteen, Fossil Watch 
Company, Entertainment Weekly, the 
city of Nashville, and numerous others. 
In 1992, he began creating individual 
pieces of art called monoprints. These 
artworks are based on the Hatch archive 
and are collected by individuals and 
institutions worldwide, including the 
Ayers collection of Tennessee artists for 
First Bank in Nashville.

Sherraden has travelled extensively, 
conducting workshops and speaking at 
such institutions as Art Center Pasadena, 
Ringling School of Art in Sarasota, Fla., 
Boston University, the School of Visual 
Arts in New York and the Kansas City 
Art Institute. He has overseen and par-
ticipated in multiple installations of 
Hatch Show Print in the United States 
and in Europe.

Sherraden was awarded the 2013 
Distinguished Artists Award for the state 
of Tennessee, the American Advertising 

Federation Nashville chapter’s Silver 
Medal, its highest honor, and is a recent 
recipient of the University and College 
Design Association’s Krider Prize for 
creativity.

In 2005, Sherraden returned to carv-
ing his own woodcuts, continuing the 
work that first led him to Hatch Show 
Print more than 30 years earlier. Six years 
later he began creating wooden quilts 
and then paper quilts. For these works 
of art, he cuts up his own printed piec-
es, mixing and matching them on sin-
gle and multi-dimensional surfaces. His 

quilts have recently been shown in 2016 
at Yard Dog Gallery in Austin, Texas, 
Middle Tennessee State University’s 
Todd Art Gallery, and the AD 20/21 
Boston Print Fair, as well as the 2017 
exhibitions HATCH-ed at the historic 
Belcourt Theatre in Nashville and From 
Brayer to Brush at the Southern Studies 
Conference at Auburn University 
Montgomery.  

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature the 
work of Stephanie Pate, a self-taught 
craftswoman and artist.  Her work is in 
the style of farmhouse art. Stephanie 
works at the Gordon JCC. This will be 
her first solo exhibit.

The Sig Held Gallery will feature 
the work of Betty Krogman.  Her exhib-
it, titled “Quilts for Kenya,” will benefit 
End my Hopelessness, a nonprofit run 
by the African Education Foundation. 
Her multipurpose quilts are one of a 
kind, elevating the process from craft 
to art. 

Potter Ezra Whitson will bring his 
elegant and unique hand-crafted pottery 
back to the galleries once again.

Continuing from October, the J 
House Gallery will feature the exhib-
it “Under One Roof: Welcoming the 
Stranger.” This year’s exhibit features 
collaborative works of art created by a 
multitude of organizations and individ-
uals in Nashville, exploring this year’s 
theme Welcoming the Stranger. This 
exhibit runs through Dec. 31.

A reception for the artists will be 
held on Wednesday, Dec. 12, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at the JCC, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd.  There will be music by DJ Joseph 
Harris, henna painting by Seemi Rizvi 
along with complimentary food and 
beverage to accompany the event. The 
event is free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact the JCC at 
(615) 354-1699, Curator Carrie Mills at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to www.
nashvillejcc.org.  

Work by Jim Sherraden

Fine Furniture • Rug Gallery • Leather Gallery • Casual Dining • Recliner Gallery 
Home Office • Mattress Center • Accessories • PLUS Interior Design Service

Nashville: 325 White Bridge Pike 
(615) 352-5912 (Sleep Studio (615) 350-1316)

Cool Springs: 1965 Mallory Lane
(615) 236-1700 (Sleep Studio (615) 350-1421)

Happy Chanukah!
From the Sprintz Family

SPTZ-30OB Sprintz_ObserverChanukah2018_SPTZ-30OB Sprintz_ObserverChanukah2018  11/5/18  8

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
CHANUKAH
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Happy Holidays and A Big Thank You
To All Our Advertisers Who Support 

Us Throughout The Year!

The Observer    Publisher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eric Stillman
  Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kathy Carlson 
  Advertising Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carrie Mills 
  Graphic Design/Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Gregory

Abe’s Garden
Ace Hart Hardware
Aging in Place
Akiva
Alive Hospice
All Seasons
Amsel Family
Argent
Art on the West Side
Aunt Mary’s Pet Sitting
Aryeh’s Kitchen Kosher Food 

Truck
Barton House
Battleground Academy
Beit Miriam
Beit Te�lah
Belle Meade Cigar
Belle Meade Jewelry
Belle Meade Wine & Spirits
Bellevue Eye Care
Belmont Village 
Blakeford
Blue Tone Music
Bobbie Limor
Bruce Shelton
Bud’s Liquors & Wine 
Camp Barney Medintz
Camp Davis
Camp Ramah Darom
Chabad Beit Te�lah
Chabad Nashville
Challah & Honey Catering
Congregation Micah
Congregation Sherith Israel
CRC
Creations by David
Creeks Riding Academy

Cura for Care
Currey Ingram Academy
Dan Goldstein
Dickey’s Barbeque
Dr. Joel Gluck
Dr. Steve Hecklin
Dr. Howard Rosenblum
Electronic Express
Embassy Suites
Ess & Fress Catering
Family Sta�ng Solutions
Franklin and Lana Pargh
Frist Art Museum
Gaylord Opryland
Get Connected
Ghertner Maintenance
Gold Skin Care
Goldie Shepard Catering
GJCC ECLC
Grins
Hadassah
Hadley’s Catering
Hampton Inn Green Hills
Hanai Family
Harpeth Hall
Herb Society
Heritage of Brentwood
Hermitage Lighting
Holocaust Lecture Series
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics
Hunt Memorial
Indiana University
Ira Helderman
Israel Bonds
Jamie Rothberg
Jane Snyder
Jay Kholos

Jessica Averbuch
Jewish Family Service
Jewish Federation and 

Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee 

Kalamatas
Katy’s Hallmark
Kogan Family
Kroger
Loretta Sa�
Lorna Gra�
Maggiano’s
Marshall Donnelly
Martin Sir
Micah Children Academy
Miles End Deli
Montgomery Bell Academy
Nan Speller
Nashville Hilton Downtown
Nashville Jewish Film Festival
Nashville Re�exology
Nashville Repertory �eatre
Nashville Symphony 
Nature Select Pet Food 

Delivery
NCJW
Noshville 
Now Gen
Optique
OZ Arts Nashville
Park Manor
Path�nder Counseling LLC
Patricia Straus
Perennial Plant Society
PJTN
Porta Via
Publix 

Red Spirits & Wine
Revere Jewish Montessori 

Preschool
Robins Insurance
Rodan & Fields/ Jackie Karr
Rodizio Grill
Rodney Rosenblum
Shalom Baby
Shalom Taxi
Shindigs & Celebrations
Shirley Zeitlin
Sperry’s 
Sprintz Furniture
Synergy Realty
Team Nashville
Temple Gi� Shop
Temple Preschool
�e Lipman Group / Jackie 

Roth Karr
�e Temple
�e Temple Playschool
Tin Angel
TPAC
URJ Henry S. Jacobs Camp
Vanderbilt Hillel
Vanderbilt Jewish Studies
Vanderbilt O�ce of Religious 

Life
WES Religious School
West End Synagogue
West Meade Wine & Liquor 

Mart
Window and Door Concepts
Zander Insurance
Zeitlin & Co.

To All Our Readers,  Please Show Your Appreciation By Patronizing These Businesses.
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lifecycles
Editor’s note: The Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah announcements for Jack Schwarcz 
and Stella Altman were omitted by mistake 
from last month’s Observer. We regret the 
error and wish Jack and Stella all the best.

B’nai Mitzvah
Jack Charles Schwarcz

Jack Charles 
Schwarcz became a Bar 
Mitzvah on Saturday, 
Nov. 3, at The Temple. 
His parents are Andy 
and Barbara Schwarcz. 
Jack’s grandparents 
are Sandy Schwarcz of 
Nashville, Ann Shavlan 
of Houston and Don 
and Keiran Schwarcz of Metairie, La. 

For his Bar Mitzvah project, Jack 
is helping raise money for the JDRF 
(Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) 
walkathon, held here in Nashville, in 
honor of his dad who faces Type 1 
diabetes every day. He will also estab-
lish a B’nai Tzedek fund at the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

Jack is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville. His spe-
cial interests include playing soccer and 
hanging out with his family and friends.

Stella Evelyn Altman
Stella Evelyn 

Altman became a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, 
Nov. 10, at The Temple. 
Stella is the daughter 
of Lela and Marshall 
Altman.  Her grand-
parents are Betty Ann 
and Dewey Upshaw of 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Stella’s mitzvah project has centered 
on Type 1 diabetes awareness and fund-
raising.  Stella has been a JDRF (Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation) Youth 
Ambassador for the past two years, pull-
ing in efforts towards the JDRF Spring 

Gala. For the annual JDRF fundrais-
ing campaign, Stella worked at a local 
Marshall’s clothing and Home Goods 
store to educate the sales team about 
diabetes and encourage them to ask cus-
tomers for donations. Her time there was 
emotionally rewarding and an increase 
in donations was a direct result of her 
participation. 

Stella is in the seventh grade at J.T. 
Moore Middle School and she enjoys 
playing piano, singing, and songwriting.

Jacob Adam Horwitz
Jacob Adam 

Horwitz will become 
a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, Dec. 1, at The 
Temple. Jacob is the son 
of Matthew and Margie 
Horwitz and the grand-
son of Barry and Carol 
Shapiro of York, Pa. 
and Harvey and Glafira 
Horwitz of Rio Rancho, N.M.

For his mitzvah project, Jacob raised 
awareness and advocated for Tourette 
Syndrome. He now educates others about 
the condition by visiting local schools 
and speaking to students, teachers and 
administrators. This year, Jacob helped 
organize the 2018 Walk for Tourette 
Syndrome and raised over $4,000 to con-
tinue research and raise public awareness 
about the condition.

Jacob is in the seventh grade at 
University School of Nashville. His 
interests include playing soccer and ice 
hockey. Jacob has also played the trum-
pet for three years and enjoys being part 
of the USN Middle School Band. He 
loves attending Predators games with 
his family, hanging out with his younger 
brother, Noah, and playing video games 
and sports.

Davi Julia Wolf-Dubin
Davi Julia Wolf-Dubin will become 

a Bat Mitzvah on 
Saturday, Dec. 15, at 
West End Synagogue. 
Davi is the daugh-
ter of Abbie Wolf and 
Ari Dubin and sister of 
Emmie Wolf-Dubin. 
Davi’s grandparents 
are Judith and Allan 

Mandell of Nashville; Rabbi Debbie 
Israel and Jerry Dubin of Watsonville, 
Calif.; and Sanford and Elizabeth Wolf of 
Cleveland and Longboat Key, Fla.

Davi is a 7th grader at Valor Collegiate 
Academy. She enjoys reading and more 
reading; summer camp at Ramah Galim 
in Northern California; playing with the 
family dog, Nava; and hanging out with 
friends. Kind and sympathetic, Davi is 
passionate about Judaism, social justice 
and animal welfare.

For her Bat Mitzvah project, Davi 
volunteers weekly at Abe’s Garden, 
where she derives great happiness from 
spending one-on-one time with residents 
who have Alzheimer’s disease or demen-
tia. She plans to donate part of her Bat 
Mitzvah gifts to Abe’s Garden to support 
their groundbreaking work, as well as 
causes in Israel.

Brandon Pearlman
Brandon Pearlman 

will become a Bar 
Mitzvah at Congregation 
Micah on Saturday, 
Dec. 1. Brandon is the 
son of Julie and Jamison 
Pearlman and grandson 
of Dr. and Mrs. Allen 
Pearlman and Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Lamp. 
He is the brother of Carson Pearlman. 
Brandon is a 7th grader at Sunset Middle 
School. He enjoys tennis, football, creating 
short movies and reading. For his mitzvah 
project, Brandon will be a part of a food 
drive at Second Harvest Food Bank.

Juliana Dahan
Juliana Dahan will 

become a Bat Mitzvah 
at Congregation Micah 
on Saturday, Dec. 8. 
Juliana is the daughter 
of Melissa and Charlie 
Dahan and granddaugh-
ter of the late Bonnie 
Dahan and Beverly and 
Arthur Cutler. Juliana is a 7th grader and 
is homeschooled. She enjoys reading, 
playing Minecraft, helping others, and 
community service.

Obituaries

James Flexer
James Alan Flexer, the son of 

Mildred and Paul Flexer, passed away on 
Oct. 29 in Nashville. He was 61.

Jimmy was preceded in death by 
wife, Linda Taylor Flexer. He is survived 
by his sisters, Nancy Flexer and Goldie 
Shepard (Mark); nieces Jennie Zagnoev 
(Bradley) and Polly Roffwarg (David); 
great nieces and nephews Evan, Emma, 
Zoe, and Emmitt; and many other family 
members and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to Alive Hospice, 
1718 Patterson Street, Nashville, TN 
37203, or the charity of one’s choice.

Ann Stillman 
Congregation Sherith Israel 

announces with deep sadness the loss of 

our member, Ann Stillman, who passed 
away on Nov. 11. Ann was the wife of 
our beloved Alvin “Tony” Stillman, of 
blessed memory. 

She is survived by their children, 
Janet (Rami) Weismark, Jay (Chanah) 
Stillman and Joan Stillman (Michael 
Lasko), as well as their many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Julian ‘Bud’ Zander
Julian “Bud” Zander, principal at 

Zander Insurance Group in Nashville, 
passed away peacefully on Nov. 12 at the 
age of 83. 

Bud’s kind demeanor, joyous dis-
position, and infectious sense of humor 
shaped the lives of everyone with whom 
he worked and served. It was evident 
that he cared deeply for his family, his 
clients, the company, and the commu-
nity; he was welcoming to everyone he 
met and every interaction with Bud was 
like talking to family. He was a devoted 
husband, loving father and grandfather, a 
treasured mentor and a friend to all.

Bud was born and raised in Nashville, 
where he lived his entire life building his 
family and business. He attended Peabody 
Demonstration School (now University 
School of Nashville) and graduated from 
the University of Alabama. He returned 
to Nashville as the third generation to 
join the family insurance agency in 1957. 
During his 60-plus year tenure, working 
right up to his death, he was instrumen-
tal in the growth and expansion of the 
business, growing it to become one of 
the largest, most successful independent 
insurance agencies with a national foot-
print serving clients across the country. 

Over the years he was involved in 
the community and he supported many 
philanthropic organizations that helped 
those in need.  He loved his golf, his gin 
(the card game!), and his breakfast clubs.

Bud is survived by his wife of 53 
years, Barbara; his children, Jeffrey 
Zander of Nashville, TN, Cheri Belz of 
Boulder, Colorado; David Belz of Park 
City, Utah; his grandchildren, Halle 
Zander, Paul Belz, Marla Belz, Jessica 
Belz, Elizabeth Belz, Race Engbar, Coda 
Engbar and Aiden Belz; his sister, Sue 
Williams, of Atlanta, and countless other 
family members and close friends. He 
was preceded in death by his son, Randy 
Belz, of Memphis. Bud was cherished and 
loved by many, and his legacy will never 
be forgotten.

Memorial donations may be made 
to The Red Cross and Second Harvest 
Food Bank.

Eleanor Russell
West End Synagogue announces 

with great sadness the passing of Eleanor 
Russell, mother of WES member Susan 
Pankowsky. Eleanor was preceded in 
death by her parents, Clarence Arthur 
Russell and Ruth Ann Brown Russell; 
brothers, Ralph Harrison Russell and 
Richard Monroe Russell; daughter, 
Martha Ann Lilly and grandson, Michael 
Dallas Haygood.

She is survived by her son Michael 
(Elizabeth) Lilly, daughter Susan 
Pankowsky, grandchildren James (Jordin) 
Lilly, Sarah Lilly, Nathan (Renana) 
Pankowsky, Shirit Pankowsky, Raquel 
Pankowsky, Juanita Jean Perez, Matthew 
(Yuri) Mauldin Jr., Jimmy Muhich and 
Ashley Nicole Carter, great-grandchild 
Sergio Mauldin, sister-in-law Carolyn 
Shafer Russell and her nephews. 

Memorials can be made to Jewish 
Family Service of Nashville, West End 
Synagogue Library Fund or the Mary 
Parrish Center.

Jack Charles 
Schwarcz

Stella Evelyn 
Altman

Jacob Adam 
Horwitz

Davi Julia 
Wolf-Dubin

Brandon 
Pearlman

Juliana Dahan

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org

New information service
Observer readers who wish to receive 
email notification of obituaries as 
the newspaper receives the informa-
tion may be placed on a new e-mail 
list being created for this purpose by 
the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. Please send your request via 
e-mail to obits@jewishnashville.org.
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around the town

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

BBYO Global 
Shabbat Shabonfire

Joining teens from communities 
across the world, BBYO honors Shabbat 
while connecting to the Order at large 
through the theme “Let There Be Light 
(Yehi Or).” More than 30 local Jewish 
teens are expected to gather from 7-9 
p.m. on Dec. 1 for a night of culture, 
connection, and celebration.

RSVP for address to shaas@bbyo.org

NowGen Titans 
Tailgate and Tickets

Join NowGen to tailgate before the 
game on Sunday, Dec. 2, from 1-2:46 
p.m. at Nissan Stadium. We will have 
food, drinks, etc. Bonus, we have tickets 
for sale as well. $35 dollars per ticket and 
you get to sit with all your pals! There’s a 
limited quantity of tickets, so pm me, or 
email me at carolynh@jewishnashville.
org or reserve your spot!

NowGen hosts 
Hanukkah party

Join NowGen to celebrate night 5 of 
Hanukkah on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 6:30 
p.m. It all takes place at Smith & Lentz 
Brewing, 903 Main Street, Nashville.

Wear your best Hanukkah garb and 
enjoy beer and latkes on us!

Continuing education 
for social workers at 
Jewish Family Service

On Friday, Dec. 7, the National 
Association of Social Workers, 
Tennessee Chapter (NASWTN) will 
offer a three-hour seminar titled Ethics 
and Bio-Medical Technology, which 
carries 3 CEUs of continuing educa-
tion credit in ethics for social work-
ers. The seminar, to be held from 9 
a.m. to noon at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center, is being hosted by 
Jewish Family Service.

The presenter is Dr. Bob Zylstra, 
Ed.D., L.C.S.W., professor and director of 
behavioral medicine at the University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine Campus 
in Chattanooga and adjunct instruc-
tor for the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga BSW program. 

Dr. Zylstra will cover ethical con-
cerns associated with beginning-of-life 
issues. “From surrogacy to frozen embry-
os, social workers dealing with fami-
ly planning issues need to be familiar 
with the challenges and opportunities 
associated with assisted reproduction in 
order to assist their clients in making 
reasoned, ethically grounded decisions,” 
NASWTN said in announcing the 
event. “Using the presenter’s 30 years 
of experience in medical social work, 
this presentation will review and explain 
some of the currently available technol-

To access the Community Calendar,
 go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

GREEN HILLS

List of Chanukah activities, pages 21

ogy in terms that can be used in discus-
sions with non-medical individuals.”

More information is available by 
checking the calendar at https://www.
naswtn.com/default.aspx

Christmas Day 
volunteering 
opportunity

Help spread some cheer by deliver-
ing a smile and a delicious hot meal to 
older adults on Christmas.

For many, volunteering on Christmas 
Day is a Jewish tradition, along with 
movies and Chinese food. 

This year, Nashville’s Jewish new-
comers are helping FiftyForward with its 
Christmas Meal Delivery 2018. This can 
be a great opportunity for us to spend 
more time together, get to know other 
newcomers, and helping our neighbors at 
the same time. 

We need up to 15 volunteers, who 
will drive in three cars to deliver the 
meals. You can sign up to drive your car 
or to join in someone else’s car. Meals 

will be picked up in the parking lot of 
the Second Presbyterian Church, 3511 
Belmont Boulevard in Nashville’s Green 
Hills neighborhood. The delivery will 
take place on Dec. 25, at 11:15 a.m.

Newcomer events are booked very 
quickly, so please contact michal@jew-
ishnashville.org if you’re interested.

Organizational 
meeting for Jewish 
Genealogical 
Society chapter

Are you a seasoned amateur genealo-
gist or thinking of getting started?

Then come to the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center on Sunday, Jan. 20, 
for an organizational meeting for a Jewish 
Genealogical Society in the Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee area.

The meeting will be held from 2-4 
p.m. in the Senior Lounge of the JCC, 
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Nashville.  Join 
a group of interested members in our 
community in the first meeting of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Nashville.

Rabbinical school student to 
speak at Torah Fund event 

Sam Hollander, a fifth-year rabbinical 
student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (JTS), will be the fea-

tured speaker at the 
West End Synagogue 
Sisterhood’s annual 
Torah Fund Dinner. 
One of the benefi-
ciaries of the fund is 
JTS. The event will 
be held at the syn-
agogue on Sunday, 
Dec. 16, at 4 p.m.

Hollander is also 
pursuing a master’s 
degree in Jewish education.

He grew up in Cherry Hill, N.J., 
with Cantor Sarah Levine of West 
End Synagogue. A graduate of Rutgers 
University, he studied for a year at 
the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies 
in Jerusalem. For the past six summers, 
Hollander has worked for Camp Ramah 
in the Poconos and Ramah Israel Seminar.

He is completing a master’s concen-
tration in Israel Education with the iCen-
ter and is an AIPAC Leffell Israel Fellow.

Donations to the Torah Fund of 
the Women’s League of Conservative 
Judaism support Conservative move-
ment seminaries, the JTS (New York), 

Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies (Los 
Angeles), Schechter Institute of Jewish 
Studies (Jerusalem), Seminario Rabinico 
Latinoamericano (Buenos Aires), and 
Zacharias Frankel College (Potsdam), 
which train rabbis, cantors, religious and 
day school educators, administrators and 
social workers. 

For reservations or information 
about the Torah Fund Dinner, contact 
Batia Karabel at batiae@gmail.com. •

Sam Hollander

Happy 
Chanukah
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D.
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Plumbing • Custom Cabinetry
Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

Tullahoma, TN
931-222-4080
Franklin, TN
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant

Helping students and families find, 
apply to and pay for the right fit college

860-460-8829  
fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  

www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

REFLEXOLOGY

NASHVILLE ACADEMY OF 
REFLEXOLOGY (NAR) 

4825 Trousdale Drive, Suite 222
Nashville, TN 37220
Office: 615-647-7244

Spa 615-987-0866
www.reflexschool.com

Certification Program, Student Intern 
Clinic, Professional Foot & Hand Spa

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and

The Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee area by taking 
advantage of this cost-effective way to 
reach a loyal repeat audience! Call Carrie 
Mills,Advertising Manager to place your 
professional listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or 
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333
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