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Full list of Chanukah

events on page 11

Riven, Boehm recognized for service 
with 2018 President’s Award

S
tephen S. Riven and Frank 
Boehm will receive the 2018 
President’s Award, the high-
est honor bestowed by Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. 

Federation President Lisa Perlen will 
present the award next month at the 
annual dinner of the Federation’s Bonim 
Society, which includes individuals and 
couples who make a gift of $1,000 or 
more to its annual campaign. 

The dinner is set for Sunday, Jan. 
28 at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center. For more information contact 
Naomi Limor Sedek at naomi@jewish-
nashville.org.  

“It is an honor and privilege to be 
able to award the President’s Award 
to two pillars of the Nashville Jewish 
Community - Dr. Frank Boehm and Mr. 
Steve Riven,” Perlen said in an email. 

“Both are past presidents of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee who continue to work to fur-
ther the mission of the organization. 

“On a personal note, I have been 
fortunate to call upon each of them for 
advice in my various roles with the Jewish 
Federation over the years and find their 
dedication and commitment contagious. 
Frank and Steve are an inspiration to lead-
ers throughout the Nashville community.”  

Dr. Frank H. Boehm is professor 
and vice chair of the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center and chairs 
The Observer’s editorial board. 

He has long been active in Nashville’s 
Jewish community and in the community 
at large. 

Boehm just completed his chair-
manship of the Jewish Federation’s 2017 
annual campaign, a successful project 
that drew generous contributions that 
enabled the Federation to extend more 
grants for programs that benefit the 
community. He is a past president of 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee and a past chair of 
the Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. Boehm also chaired 
the Jewish Federation’s Community 
Relations Committee. 

Continued on page 3

Chanukah lights 
to glow at Public 
Square with 
Mayor Barry

N
ashville Mayor Megan 
Barry together with 
all of Nashville’s con-
gregations, the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee 

and the Community Relations Committee 
of the Jewish Federation will be celebrat-
ing the Festival of Lights with a Chanukah 
event at Public Square in front of the 
courthouse in downtown Nashville, on 
Tuesday, Dec. 12, at 4:30 p.m.

Continued on page 11

Stephen Riven Frank Boehm

Beauty and ugliness engage learners at sixth Global Day
By KATHY CARLSON

N
ashville’s sixth annual 
Global Day of Jewish 
Learning took place at 
its first venue – Akiva 
School – and drew some 
90 participants to share 

and grow their understanding of classic 
Jewish texts on beauty and ugliness.

Visiting scholars Rabbi 
Michael Hattin and Rabba 
Yaffa Epstein, of the Pardes 
Institute in Jerusalem and its 
branch in the United States, 
offered different approaches to 
the Talmudic materials. 

Rabbi Hattin, who teaches 
Tanakh and Halakha, earned his bache-
lor’s degree in architecture, and this back-
ground informed his presentations on aes-
thetics of the Menorah at the Temple in 
Jerusalem and its meaning for Jews today.

Rabba Epstein, back in Nashville to 

teach at Global Day for a second year, 
used paired partner learning or chavruta 
to help students grapple with a parable 
with frequent and ambiguous references 
to a single “he.”

 Rabbi Hattin took a meticulous 
walk through the many layers of meaning 
in the design of the Temple in Jerusalem, 
showing how its rectangular form embod-

ied a journey: a walk along the 
length of the Temple during with 

fewer and fewer people – ulti-
mately, only one high priest 
– completed the walk to the 
Temple’s ultimate treasure, 

the Ark of the Covenant. The 
Ark, the holy of holies, could 

be reached only by the high priest, 
he said, and only at one time during the 
year, Yom Kippur.

Also in the Temple was the Menorah, 
painstakingly crafted from gold and rep-
resenting through its ornamentation an 

Continued on page 3
Rabbi Michael Hattin used a visual approach to learning Talmud. PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK 

FREEDMAN

Locals excel with 
birds, briskets,
page 23

Night out for 
more than 
200,
page 14
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Have a Happy Chanukah. And share what it means to you. 

#ChanukahPublix
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LORNA M. GRAFF
Broker, ABR, CRS, GRI

Lifetime Member, Gold Award of Excellence
 Office: 615.794.0833
Cell:  615.351.5343
E-mail:  lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
Web:  Lornagraff.com

The warmth of the candles reflect our appreciation
for your friendship and business.

Happy Chanukah KOSHER FOOD BOX PROGRAM

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

If you are interested in 
receiving a food box or 
need �nancial assistance, 
contact  Toni Jacobsen or 
Teri Sogol at 
615-356-4234.

Rabba Yaffa Epstein helps learners 
explore the many possible ways to view 
one story. PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK FREEDMAN

Continued from page 1
intellectual and spiritual Tree of Life for 
the Jewish people. The Menorah and the 
Temple are ideals, and the Temple sig-
nifies restoration of the Garden of Eden 
and the possibility for humans to move 
forward through life.

Rabba Epstein engaged her students 
through both paired study and infor-
mal large-group discussion, exploring the 
many nuances that can arise in study. 

Before she began, she talked about 
her upcoming Talmud study series, 
which will run from December through 
April. She said she realizes people can 
be intimidated at the prospect of learn-
ing Talmud.

“I want to allay those fears,” she 
said. “I didn’t grow up learning Talmud. 
I came to Talmud later in life. The ques-
tions I was asking had been asked for 
thousands of years. It was empowering to 
see these were eternal questions and to 
see how Jews were dealing with” them.

With Talmud, she said, there’s not 
one perspective – there are many.

Discussions of texts on beauty and 

Global Day

ugliness bounced back and forth between 
contemporary notions of beauty and how 
beauty was regarded in the days of the 
Matriarchs and Patriarchs.

Hattin and Epstein summed up their 
takes on beauty and ugliness in a joint 
teaching session at the end of the day: 
They expressed their thoughts different-
ly, but both were wary of beauty’s hold. •

Oleshansky chosen as 
Federation’s community 
relations director

D
eborah Oleshansky has 
been appointed as the 
Director of Community 
Relations and Get 
Connected Coordinator 
of the Jewish Federation 

and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, Federation 
Executive Director Mark S. Freedman 
has announced. 

Oleshansky, of Knoxville, will join 
the senior staff of the Jewish Federation 
in mid-December. 

She currently serves as execu-
tive director of the Knoxville Jewish 
Alliance and as director of the 
University of Tennessee Knoxville 
Hillel. Deborah also served as the U.S. 
coordinator of the Partnership2Gether 
Hadera-Eiron Southeast Consortium 
from 2010-2016.

Oleshansky career also includes 
service as a program grant manager at 
the U.S. Department of Justice, Office 
for Victims of Crime, between 1982 
and 1988. During that time she was a 

member of the Presidential Commission 
on Child Abuse and Victimization and 
the Attorney General’s Task Force on 
Domestic Violence.

Her appointment to the CRC posi-
tion follows a comprehensive search for a 
successor to Abbie Wolf. 

“I would like to extend my personal 
thanks to CRC Chair Ron Galbraith, 
CRC Vice Chair Leslie Kirby and Jewish 
Federation Associate Executive Director 
Harriet Schiftan,” Friedman said. “They 
spearheaded the search and interview 
process.  Deborah emerged as the suc-
cessful candidate from a field of highly 
qualified applicants, both local and from 
across the United States.

“Please join me in welcoming 
Deborah to our team of professionals at 
the Jewish Federation. Under her leader-
ship working with a great cadre of CRC 
members and volunteers, I’m certain the 
excellent work of the CRC will contin-
ue to have a meaningful impact on our 
Jewish community and the broader com-
munity as well.” •

Continued from page 1
He has moderated many discussion 

programs on current events, most recent-
ly a Temple Town Hall on Nov. 8 on the 
topic “Truth in Reporting in an Era of 
Fake News” and featuring former NBC 
weekend anchor John Seigenthaler.

In addition to co-writing a medi-
cal text on fetal health, he has written 
“Doctors Cry, Too,” a collection of per-
sonal essays on physicians, patients and 
their families, and “Building Patient/
Doctor Trust,” a compilation of expert 
and personal opinions surrounding health 
care, both medical and political.

Stephen S. Riven is founder and 
senior managing partner at Avondale 
Partners, an independent Nashville-
based investment banking, wealth and 
investment advisory partnership that was 
founded in 2001.

Riven is being recognized for his long 
and productive service to Nashville’s 
Jewish community. He served as Jewish 
Federation president from 1996 to 1998 
and as the Jewish Federation’s Annual 
Campaign chairman in 1978 and 1983. 

He has helped many Jewish col-
lege students at Vanderbilt University as 
president of the board at Hillel, starting 

Award shortly after the Ben Schulman Center 
opened at the university in 2002. He 
led the Jewish Federation’s Best Jewish 
Nashville project in 2010, changing and 
improving how the Federation sets prior-
ities and develops programs to serve the 
Jewish community. 

Riven also worked to ensure that 
Jewish community institutions will have 
firm financial foundations for the future 
through the development committee of 
the Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee and through his ser-
vice as chair of The Temple’s Securing 
Tomorrow Today endowment campaign. 

The President’s Award was estab-
lished in 2012 and is presented annually 
to individuals who have a distinguished 
record of commitment to the Jewish 
people through their exemplary philan-
thropy, dedicated community service and 
betterment of Jewish life in Nashville, 
Israel and around the world. 

Previous winners are Sandy 
Averbuch z’’l (2012), Bob Eisenstein 
(2013), Raymond Zimmerman (2014), 
Moshe and Libby Werthan (2016) and 
Patti and David Steine Jr. (2017). The 
2015 award was presented jointly to 
Annette Eskind, Richard and Jane Eskind 
z’’l, Bernice and Joel Gordon and Eugene 
Pargh and Madeline Pargh z’’l.  •

See the community calendar at www.jewishnashville.org

It’s not Hanukkah 
without latkes at the J

H
anukkah starts the 
evening of December 
12th and the Gordon 
JCC hosts its annu-
al Hanukkah Fest on 
Sunday December 17 

from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Join us for 

dinner with homemade latkes, sufgan-
yot (donuts), photo booths, and music 
and children’s activities by Mr. Jack 
and Mr. Steve. 

This  Hanukkah event is not to 
be missed. Open to ALL! Dinner $10 
adults | $5 children | $30 family •
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K
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Editor   Kathy Carlson
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‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
23315334) is published monthly for $25 per 
year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction or 
clarification, call Editor Kathy Carlson 
at (615) 354-1653 or email her at kathy@
jewishnashville.org.    

Sharing With Sharon 

By SHARON BEN AMI
Community Shlicha

W
ith Hanukah, our 
Festival of Lights, 
just around the 
corner, I wanted 
to describe a few 
sources of light: 

 Banu chosech‘שרגל ךשוח ונאב .1
legaresh’/‘We came to the scare off the 
darkness’

I remember November 4, 1995 very 
vividly. I was sit-
ting on my parents’ 
couch, watching TV 
in my old pajamas, 
only 5 years old. It 
was late but everyone 
was gathered around 
the TV and I want-
ed to know what the 
fuss was all about. There were people 
talking on a stage, surrounded by a sea of 
tiny heads. Then something happened, 
I didn’t understand what it was, but my 
mother took me to bed and when I saw 
her shedding a tear, I realized it was bad. 

On November 4, 1995, the Israeli 
prime minister, statesman and general 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated at a rally 
for peace held in ‘Mikveh Israel’ square 
(now known as the Rabin Square), in 
which hundreds of thousands expressed 
support for the peace agreement with 
the Palestinians, a peace agreement 
that was never signed. The acts of one 
man resulted in an embarrassment of 

a nation, shattered dreams of millions, 
and the death of one great man. Rabin 
was assassinated by a 25 year old far-right 
law student who believed that the Oslo 
agreements would bring a catastrophe 
on Israel.

Today we can only contemplate 
about the “what if’s” but trying to grow 
from this event we should ask ourselves 
- what can we learn from Rabin’s assas-
sination? We can learn the power and 
danger of incitement and we can learn 
boundaries. Igal Amir saw what was a 
frightening situation to him and took 
matters into his own hands, disregarding 
the majority and disregarding the rules 
that guard democracy and fought his 
fears with darkness. On Hanukah we 
sing: “שאו רוא ונידיב ,שרגל ךשוח ונאב”-/ 
“Banu choshech legaresh, beyadeinu or 
vaesh”/ we came to scare off the dark-
ness, in our hand are light and fire.” As 
we conclude the 2017 calendar year my 
hope is for all of us to scare our darkest 
fears with light and enlightenment. And 
may the year to come may be filled with 
light, as the song continues: “אוה דחא לכ 
 kol echad hu“/– ”ןתיא רוא ונלוכו ןטק רוא
or katan vekulanu or eitan”/ “Each one 
is a small light, and all of us together- a 
great light.” 

2. The holy book 
My brother and I always had a com-

plicated relationship. Today he is my best 
friend, but LORD did it take a long way 
for us to get here. As children we would 
play or talk all night, in a split-second 
it would turn to a monstrous fight that 

For the Festival of Light, reflections and connections
would result in our fed-up mom rolling 
her eyes and deciding who to shush first. 
As for most siblings it all came down to 
us competing to win our parents’ love. 
Everything made us jealous of each other: 
“Mom, why did he get more candy?!” or 
“Mom, she took my toy!!” 

One of the most envy-filled moments 
of my life was my brother’s Bar Mitzvah. 
He got the whole shebang - 300 guests, 
helium balloons, DJ, candy thrown at 
him and people applauding him when he 
read the Torah. The Torah, ay-ya-yay, 
what can I say? Every time I visited a 
shul I was never allowed to touch, only 
to have a glimpse from the women’s 
remote, crowded section or I could touch 
for a brief second during Simchat Torah, 
while it was carefully held by a man. In 
that moment that I realized my brother 
is getting the respect of studying the 
Torah and reading it to others and I will 
not, that moment was a moment of rage 
and anger towards him and towards my 
parents who allowed it and grew to anger 
toward the world as what we know today 
as ‘the teenager’ (or teenrager). 

Some 15 years later, at Rosh 
Hashanah services, far away from home, 
I hear my name being called to come up 
the bima and hold the Torah. Confused 
by the status, I hesitantly walk toward 
the bima thinking “what do I say? What 
do I do? What if I DROP IT?!?!?!? Rabbi 
Schiftan very calmly put the Torah in 
my hand, while I watched Rabbi Mackler 
do the same to the person in front of 
me. Our eyes caught and we knew we 
were thinking the same thing: “What if I 
DROP IT?!!?” 

The rabbis assured us we were doing 
a good job, and I trusted them. I started 
walking down the aisle and surprisingly, 
my old stage fright was gone as my chest 
was filled with pride. I felt full, happy 
and it felt right. As I walked through the 
aisle, people congratulated me in every 
Hebrew word they knew: ‘mazal-tov’ 
(good luck) or ‘kol hakavod’ (way to go) 
or ‘taim meod’ (very tasty). I felt the love 
and I felt the spirit. After a month far 
away from home, it was a source of light. 

3. The chicken that brought me to tears
At noon, Sunday, Nov. 5, I was just 

wrapping up my class for the Partnership 
Leadership2Gether retreat and getting 
the group ready for lunch at the GJCC. 
We handed out tickets for the Kosher 
Hot Chicken festival and went for a 
hunt of the best Hot Chicken. Among all 
the 30 participants in this program - my 
fellow Israelis, my fellow shlichot (Israeli 
emissaries) and American participants 
from the southeast region of the USA, 
I considered myself first and foremost as 
an Israeli. 

But once I went out the doors of the 
GJCC towards the festival crowd, my back 
grew a little taller. Most of my friends from 
the retreat went out the same doors and 
saw a mob of strangers, But for me they 
were ‘mine’- my friend, my neighbor, my 
co-worker, my student, my host-family 
and everyone else, my soon-to-be friends. 
I am still first and foremost a proud Israeli, 
but I am also a part of this community 
that I grow fond of every day. After doing 
a round of trying the hottest chickens, 
not forgetting to tempt my well-trained 
Moroccan palate with the request from 
the chefs to ‘hit me with your best shot,’ 
I went back to the GJCC building to say 
goodbye to my friends from the retreat 
before they departed. To the best of the 
Jewish tradition we sang “Hine ma tov 
uma naim” followed by personal goodbyes. 
I gave a long hug to my new four-day 
friends and we looked at each other with 
red watery eyes. Maybe it was the good-
byes, I blame the hot chicken. This was a 
source of FIRE! 

If you would like to find out more 
about the Leadership2Gether program 
for young adults (27-45), make person-
al connections with fellow Israelis and 
take part in the Partnership retreat in 
Israel next year, we are starting a new 
group! The group will meet online once 
a month for 5 months and have a retreat 
(you pay the airfare and all land costs 
are covered by the partnership) in Israel 
on November 2018. For more details 
contact me at sharon@jewishnashville.
org or (615) 573-5188. •

Sharon Ben Ami

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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Happy Chanukah!

New JFNA trustee Aron Karabel already impacting 
debate on Jewish religious diversity in Israel

J
ust a few minutes after being elect-
ed to the board of trustees of 
the Jewish Federations of North 
America, Aron Karabel was 
already playing a major role in the 
umbrella organization’s policy  

 making process. 
Aron, who serves on the board 

of directors of the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
stepped forward to the microphone at 

the trustees meeting 
at the JFNA General 
Assembly held in Los 
Angeles in mid-No-
vember. The top 
JFNA governance 
body was debating a 
resolution on Jewish 
religious diversity in 

Israel and, specifically, 
the government of Israel’s decision last 
June that reneged on a commitment to 
construct an egalitarian prayer space at 
the Western Wall and its decision to 
advance a conversion bill that would 
limit the authority to approve conver-
sions strictly to the Chief Rabbinate. 

The initial draft of the resolution 
stated that the Israeli government’s 
decision “could create divides with the 
American Jewish community.” 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2017
FEDERATION MEMBERS 

CORPORATION 
RESOLUTION

JEWISH RELIGIOUS 
DIVERSITY IN ISRAEL

November 13, 2017

Whereas, The Jewish Federations 
of North America view, with the high-
est priority, the preservation of the 
unity of the Jewish people; and

Whereas, the centrality of Israel 
to all Jews is fundamental to our very 
Peoplehood; and

Whereas, the support of the Jewish 
people for the State of Israel and iden-
tification with it are one of the most 
important strategic assets of the State 
of Israel; and

Whereas, on June 25, 2017 the 
Government of Israel suspended its 
resolution to implement the Kotel 
agreement reached with the Jewish 
Agency, the Religious Streams, Jewish 
Federations, the Rabbi of the Western 
Wall and the Prime Minister’s Office, 
which would have ensured that the 
Kotel remain a unifying symbol for 
Jews around the world fulfilling the 
vision of “One Wall for One People” 
and the Government also sought to 
advance a conversion bill that would 
grant a formal and permanent monop-
oly on conversions in Israel to the 
Chief Rabbinate, which could take 
steps that permanently exclude hun-
dreds of thousands of Israelis and other 
potential new immigrants from being 
considered part of the Jewish people; 
and

Whereas, these decisions create 
divides between the North American 
Jewish community and Israel and could 
undermine the Zionist vision and the 
State of Israel’s sacred role as a nation-
al home for the entire Jewish people; 
and

Therefore, be it resolved that
The Jewish Federations fully 

endorse the June 26, 2017 resolu-
tion of the Jewish Agency’s Board 
of Governors which calls upon the 
Government of Israel to reverse its 
decision freezing the previously agreed 
to resolution on the Kotel and take all 
necessary action to ensure that these 
divisive and damaging steps, including 
those with regard to conversion, are 
halted; and 

We will work with the Jewish 
Agency and other partners on an 
action plan to preserve the unity of 
the Jewish people; and actively oppose 
such measures; and 

We urge the leaders of Israel to 
fully appreciate the strength of feeling 
on this matter, and its detrimental 
effect on Jewish unity and world Jewry 
relations.

Based on the strong reaction and 
criticism to the policy reversal, especial-
ly from the Reform and Conservative 
movements across the Diaspora, Aron 
asserted that the decision had already 
created a divide that, if unchanged, 
“could undermine the Zionist vision and 
the State of Israel’s sacred role as the 
national home for the entire Jewish peo-
ple,” as the resolution goes on to claim.

After further debate and with 
increased support from board members, 
Aron’s amendment to strengthen the 
language of the resolution was unan-
imously adopted by the board. Also 
attending the board of trustees meeting 
was outgoing Trustee Fred Zimmerman 
and Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee Executive Director 
Mark S. Freedman.

Following the JFNA meeting, 

Freedman stated, “We are very proud 
that Aron took this important step 
that expresses and reinforces our deep 
concern over the Israeli government’s 
troubling approach to egalitarian prayer 
and conversion matters. 

“Earlier this year, the Jewish 
Federation, our Community Relations 
Committee and our local congrega-
tions wrote directly to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu urging him to reverse the 
actions of his government. Our goal is 
to ensure that every Jew, no matter how 
they express and practice their Judaism, 
will feel they have a place in the Jewish 
homeland. It is a commitment we will 
forcefully advocate as these matters con-
tinue to be debated inside and outside 
of Israel. I’m certain that Aron Karabel 
will be a major player in this debate 
moving forward.”•

Aron Karabel
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Leadership2Gether builds understanding, 
friendships between Israelis, Americans 

By KATHY CARLSON

A 
musical Shabbat – and 
maybe a little Nashville 
hot chicken – helped 
cement bonds between 
Americans and Israelis 
gathered here over a 

long November weekend through the 
Leadership2Gether program.

The program brought together 
Americans from several southeastern cit-
ies and Israelis from the region of Hadera-
Eiron in northern Israel, about 35 people 
in all. They were in Nashville for four days, 
and earlier they had been in Jacksonville, 
Fla., one of the Partnership cities. 

The regions are partnered through 
the related Partnership2Gether project 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel that links 
regions in Israel with communities in the 
Jewish Diaspora. The Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
is part of the Hadera-Eiron Southeast 
Consortium Partnership.    

“This delegation is very hectic,” said 
Maya Shmaya, an elementary school sub-
stitute teacher in Pardes-Hanna. “We’re 
engaged in programs 12 to 14 hours a day. 
We were invited to two happy hours. We 
had very long days.”

She enjoyed learning more about 
Reform congregations in Nashville. An 
evening at Hillel at Vanderbilt with 
Jewsic City Shabbat – local young adults 
who host Friday night Shabbats with din-
ner and music – made a big impression. 

“It was a fun Shabbat,” she said. “I 
didn’t know how hard the Jewish com-
munity works to keep being Jewish.”

The experience in the United States, 
she said, will “help each other to be more 
acceptable (accepting) to any other, such 
as special needs people.”

The Israelis in the program represent 
many different professions – business 
owners, graduate students, vice president 
of marketing, tour guide, Shmaya said. 

They and Americans were paired for 
monthly group study, in which they got 
to know one another. But the real bond-
ing came on the ground, when they met.

Rachel Hakimi, also from Pardes 
Hanna, runs her own retail business. She 
called her time in the United States an 
“amazing” visit and said she’d love to 
organize an exchange of Americans and 
Israelis organized together around Jewish 
food, in which people could “cook differ-
ent meals in different kitchens.”

“We need to make a lot of people to 
like Israel. The situation now is better 

than it was a few years ago,” she said. “I 
feel people are more friendly about Israel.

As the weekend wound down on 
Sunday, participants pledged to keep 
the connections strong and to con-
tinue the work they started. This 
Leadership2Gether group will meet again 
in Israel next year.

“I have a lot of work to do at home,” 
Hakimi said. “I promise to do my best to 
continue doing amazing work.”

An American participant thanked 
the Israelis “for trusting us enough to 
come here.”

Christie Wiemers, of Nashville, par-
ticipated in a Leadership2Gether event 

Fine Furniture • Rug Gallery • Leather Gallery • Casual Dining • Recliner Gallery 
Home Office • Kids’ Furniture • Mattress Center • Accessories • PLUS Interior Design Service

Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy Chanukah.

The Sprintz Family

Nashville: 325 White Bridge Pike 
(615) 352-5912 (Sleep Studio (615) 350-1316)

Cool Springs: 1965 Mallory Lane
(615) 236-1700 (Sleep Studio (615) 350-1421)

SPTZ-26OB ObserverChanukah2017_SPTZ-18OB ObserverChanukah2015  11/13/17  4:30 PM  Page 

last year. “It’s important not to let it end 
here,” she said.

“We’re going to continue to get to know 
each other,” said Harriet Schiftan, Jewish 
Federation of Nashville associate executive 
director. She directs Partnership2Gether 
programs, including Leadership2Gether 
and many other exchanges.

“I can plan an itinerary,” she told the 
group. “You breathe life into it. … With 
every single one of you I had a moment 
that really inspired me.” 

 If you are a young adult age 27-45 
and would like to participate in the 
next Leadership2Gether cohort, con-
tact harriet@jewishnashville.org. •

Leadership2Gether participants take a break at the Gordon JCC.

Dancing was on the agenda for Leadership2Gether participants.
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May all your life 
be �lled with 
brightness from the 
Chanukah candles.

Linda and JJ Amsel
Stacy  and Coby Hanai
Michelle and Larry Kogan
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Mission participants explore Argentina’s 
Jewish history, community

Participants in the Jewish Federation of Nashville’s 2017 CommUNITY mission to 
Argentina pause in Mendoza, home to vineyards and wineries. 

The Nashville contingent shares a meal on their final day together in Argentina.

Support of Federation helps these students at the ORT school in Buenos Aires.

Israeli artist Yaacov Agam created this 
monument in Buenos Aires as a memo-
rial to the victims of the AMIA bombing 
in 1994.

Leslie J. Klein, right, gets to know students at the ORT school in Buenos Aires.

Rabbi Abraham Skorka, right, taught 
West End Synagogue Rabbi Joshua 
Kullock in seminary.

J
ewish Nashville met Jewish 
Argentina this fall through a 
weeklong exploration of the coun-
try that’s home to the world’s 
sixth-largest Jewish population. 
When the Argentine economy       

          fell out in the 2000’s, Jewish     
     communities around the world 
answered their call for aid, including 
those of us in Nashville through our 
Annual Campaign’s support of the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee and The Jewish Agency for 
Israel. The Nashville group spent time 
in Mendoza, home to winemaking, in 
Buenos Aires and also saw the majestic 
Iguazu Falls. •

All photographs by Gloria Sternberg

These women, a centenarian and a 
close-to-centenarian, live at Nuevo 
Hogar LeDor VaDor, a retirement home 
in Buenos Aires, supported by Jews 
around the world. 

Happy Chanukah!
Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 

and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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Financial Aid available 
for Jewish 
Overnight 
Summer 
Camp

Many of us remember those summers at camp that inspired our 
connection to Judaism – the singing after dinner or Havdalah on the 
edge of the lake at sunset. The Jewish summer camp experience creates 
community for life, not just for a summer.

Year after year our children return from camp with stories, memories 
and friendships. For many of them it is the first time they’re surrounded 
by all things Jewish. Overnight Jewish camping is wonderful way to 
introduce children to the joy and celebration of Jewish traditions.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee realizes 
the importance of building Jewish life and makes financial assistance 
available on a need basis for  students to attend Jewish summer camps. 
If you know someone who could benefit from this information, please 
share it. To request information on summer camp opportunities or for a 
scholarship application, please contact Tania Bukengolts at the Jewish 
Federation at tania@jewishnashville.org or 615-354-1668 and send 
completed applications to campscholarships2018@jewishnashville.org .

  All inquiries are confidential. The deadline for submitting applications 
is March 15, 2018.

Wednesday, January 24 – 6 PM at Congregation Micah
Sunday, February 25 – 12 PM at West End Synagogue

Wednesday, March 14 – 6 PM at Congregation Micah
Sunday, April 29 – 12 PM at West End Synagogue

Join Us For Israel University
A Transformative Six Session Program For Jewish High School Students

Learn the answers to these questions and hear from current college students 
during six sessions open to Jewish High School students in Middle Tennessee. 

Next program is Sunday, December 10, 2017, 12 pm 
at West End Synagogue – 3810 West End Avenue, Nashville, TN, 37205

RSVP to the Community Shlicha Sharon Ben Ami at
Sharon@jewishnashville.org  or 615-573-5188

There is no cost to this program and you may come to any or all of the six sessions!

• What is life like in Israel?
• What is Israel advocacy?
• What are the best ways to be a supporter of Israel?
• What do I need to know about Israel when I go to college?
• What is “Boycott Divestment and Sanction” and why is it such a 

hot-button topic?
• How do I express my support for Israel in a fair and open minded 

way to my friends and especially to anti-Israel groups?

CO -SPONSORED BY
The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation  |  Congregation Micah  |  Congregation Sherith Israel

The Temple Ohabai Sholom  |  Vanderbilt University Hillel  |  West End Synagogue  |  Stand With Us

Save the dates for future meetings –

MARY AND HARRY ZIMMERMAN 
YOUTH EXCHANGE ENDOWMENT FUND 

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
AGE STUDENT INCENTIVE GRANTS

Over thirty years of research on the impact of the Israel Experience 
has shown that teens are at a critical time of development when they 
are shaping their patterns of adult Jewish identity and loyalties. An Israel 
program can enhance or complement a formal Jewish education.  It can 
also a�ect those who may have been deprived of a rich Jewish life. Positive 
moments and memories are central factors in the development of a�rming 
group identification. The purpose is to strengthen Jewish identity.

The next generation’s commitment to the Jewish people can be 
greatly a�ected by the experience of being in Israel as a teen. The Jewish 
Federation of Nashville realizes this benefit and encourages families to 
consider sending their young people to Israel by o�ering incentive grants. 
These grants are available to 9th-12th graders as well as college students 
through the Mary & Harry Zimmerman Youth Exchange Endowment Fund. 
Programs that may qualify for partial scholarship grants include March 
of the Living, JCC Maccabi Xperience, NFTY, Ramah, USY, Volunteers for 
Israel, High School in Israel and BBYO.

For more information please contact Tania Bukengolts, o�ce 
administrator, at tania@jewishnashville.org or at 615.354.1668
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Nashville offers Chanukah events for everyone

DECEMBER 3
10 a.m.-4 p.m. – Congregation Micah holiday bazaar and reli-

gious school Chanukah Shuk.

DECEMBER 9
10 a.m. – Chanukah-themed Tot Shabbat at The Temple.

DECEMBER 10
10:30 a.m. to noon – Chanukah play, songs and more at West 

End Synagogue.
1 p.m. – Mazel Tones, The Temple junior choir, present Chanukah 

concert at The Cumberland.
4-5 p.m. – Chabad of Nashville partners with The Home Depot 

for a Pre-Chanukah Menorah Workshop at Home Depot, 
7665 Highway 70 South.

5-7 p.m. – PJ Library and NowGen Family Chanukah Bash, 
McCabe Community Center, Nashville; RSVP to carolynh@
jewishnashville.org

DECEMBER 13
5:30 p.m. – Chanukah dinner at The Temple for midweek 

Hebrew students and families.
6 p.m. – Chanukah dinner at West End Synagogue for Beit 

Miriam students and parents.

DECEMBER 14
5:15 p.m. – Temple preschool families menorah lighting and 

Chanukah celebration.

DECEMBER 15
6 p.m. - Chanukah service and latke oneg at The Temple  

following services.
After 6 p.m. services: West End Synagogue Chanukah Shabbat 

Latke Dinner
After 6 p.m. services: Chanukah dinner with Shabbat Shaband, 

Congregation Micah

DECEMBER 16
7 p.m. – Sherith Israel Sisterhood annual Latke Supper

DECEMBER 17
4:30-7 p.m. – Annual Hanukkah Fest at Gordon JCC
5:30 p.m. – W.E.L.L. group Chanukah Hooplah and Gift 

Exchange at The Temple.

DECEMBER 18
6 p.m. - Chabad of Nashville hosts Country Chanukah Menorah 

lighting of ice menorah at Gaylord Opryland Resort.

DECEMBER 19
11:30 a.m. – The Temple Preschool will sing to help celebrate 

Chanukah with the Golden Lunch Bunch.
6:40 p.m. – Chabad of Nashville and the Nashville Predators 

hold a public menorah kindling ceremony right before the 
Predators and the Winnipeg Jets game at Bridgestone 
Arena, downtown Nashville.

For more information, including fees for some events, go to Observer’s Congregational News pages.

Continued from page 1
The eight days of Chanukah begin at 

sunset on Dec. 12.
The program will include the 

lighting of a new 12-foot menorah, 
Chanukah songs sung by children of the 
various congregational Sunday schools 
across Nashville, and a festive musical 
band led by Rabbi Saul Strosberg from 
Congregation Sherith Israel. Chabad 
of Nashville will be distributing special 
Chanukah donuts, Gelt and Dreidels to 
all participants at this event.

This ceremony is open to the pub-
lic, and will begin with a musical pre-
sentation at 4:30 p.m. in front of the 
Courthouse, 2nd Avenue North and 
Deaderick Street. The menorah will 
be lit by the mayor together with the 

Public Square leadership of the Nashville Jewish com-
munity and will include greetings from 
Jewish Federation Executive Director 
Mark S. Freedman.

For the past 13 years Chabad of 
Nashville has been lighting the menorah 
with Nashville mayors Bill Purcell and 
Karl Dean at the Riverfront Park. Two 
years ago, Mayor Barry requested to move 
the Menorah lighting ceremony to the 
Public Square so that the menorah can 
have greater visibility and a more central 
location. 

Join the Nashville Jewish commu-
nity in a public display of unity at this 
exciting menorah lighting ceremony. 
Bring your friends and family and make 
this your special Chanukah celebration. 

For more information, go to www.
chabadnashville.com or call 615-646-
5750.  •

shaky
Dread

attackNervous

sweating

HIGH ANXIETY

with:

David Kirk Barton, M.D., 
Adult Psychiatry

Thursday, January 11, 2018
7:00-8:30pm

At the:
Gordon Jewish Community Center

Offered By:
Jewish Family Service

Anxiety disorders are among the most common 
mental illnesses in the U.S., a�ecting 18.1% of the  
adult population every year. Anxiety disorders are 
highly treatable, yet only 36.9% of those su�ering 
receive treatment.

Join us for a special talk to learn the symptoms of 
anxiety, treatments, and when to seek help. We’ll 
also discuss the di�erence between anxiety and 
stress, and medical conditions that are often 
linked to anxiety.

Refreshments will be served.

No charge for attendance

RSVP to Teri Sogol, LCSW, JFS
at: 615.354.1662
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad
Pre-Chanukah Menorah Workshop 

Chabad of Nashville will be partnering with The Home Depot to offer a Pre-
Chanukah Menorah Workshop at the Bellevue Home Depot, 7665 Highway 70 
South, on Sunday, Dec. 10, from 4-5 p.m.  The event will unite children and their 
families from across the spectrum of the community in a joyous and interactive cel-
ebration of Chanukah.

Participants will receive a free workers apron and then craft their own unique 
menorah from wood and a host of other supplies available at The Home Depot and 
enter a raffle. Parents accompany their children and there is no charge for attending.

This workshop is sponsored by The Home Depot and coordinated by Chabad 
of Nashville. This event is free for all participants. Reservations can be made at 
chabadnashville.com

For more information call (615) 646-5750 or visit chabadnashville.com

Ice Menorah at Gaylord Opryland 
As the Opryland Resort will be hosting a Country Christmas with over two 

million bright lights, this year for only the second time, Chabad of Nashville will be 
hosting a Country Chanukah Menorah lighting, which will take place at the Gaylord 
Opryland Resort.

Chanukah menorahs are made out of all kinds of materials, but few if any are ever 
made of ice, stand 6 feet in the air and weigh 500 pounds.

On Monday, Dec. 18, at 6 p.m., there will be the lighting of the Ice Menorah 
that will be carved by one of Nashville’s premier ice carvers. The menorah will then 
be lit by former members of the IDF, the Israeli Defense Forces who protect the Land 
of Israel. The event is open to the public and will also feature the opportunity for ice 
skating at Gaylord Opryland’s 6,000-square-foot ice rink, the Skate Glacier Glide, with 
the purchase of tickets on site.

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com or call (615) 646-5750

Jewish Heritage Night at the Predators 
Chanukah - the Festival of Lights - for many of us brings back fond memories of 

childhood years and serves to renew our sense of identity. The Chanukah lights provide 
us with warmth, joy, strength and inspiration. Such is the purpose of a communitywide 
celebration to be held at the Bridgestone Arena this Chanukah.

Chabad of Nashville and the Nashville Predators invite the entire community to 
celebrate the Festival of Lights at a public menorah kindling ceremony right before 
the Predators and the Winnipeg Jets game. The grand Chanukah celebration will take 
place on Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 6:40 p.m. at the Bridgestone Arena, downtown Nashville.

It’s anticipated that 16,000 fans will attend the ceremony and will the kindling 
of the giant “Menorah of Freedom.” Following the kindling, the program will feature 
Chanukah songs played from the jumbotron. 

Join the Nashville Jewish community in a public display of unity at this 
exciting menorah Lighting Ceremony. Bring the kids and make this your special 
Chanukah celebration.

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com

Menorah to be erected at the state capitol
Since 2003, Chabad of Nashville has been erecting the state’s tallest menorah at 

the state capitol, near the six cedar trees planted in commemoration of the six million 
Jews that perished in the Holocaust.

The menorah has been lit over the years by many dignitaries including Gov. Bill 
Haslam, Lt. Gov. Randy McNally, House Speaker Beth Harwell, Metro Police West 
Precinct Commander Marlene Pardue, members of the IDF, and other dignitaries in 
the Nashville community.

The 17-foot steel menorah will be erected by crane on Capitol Hill, corner of 6th 
Avenue North and Charlotte, and will be lit daily throughout Chanukah. A special 
Chanukah celebration with dignitaries, music and Chanukah gifts will be held on one of 
the nights of Chanukah and all are invited to participate in this event of Jewish pride.

For more details go to www.chabadnashville.com

@ Micah
Holiday bazaar set for Dec. 3

Get all your holiday shopping done in one place! Come to the bazaar to visit and 
shop at local vendors’ booths. Free entry! Brunch and libations will be available. The 
bazaar runs from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 3.

Journey for Justice takes place Dec. 8-10
Revisiting and rekindling the shared history of African-Americans and Jews, par-

ticipants of both communities take a sacred pilgrimage to local historical sites. The 
program begins on Friday, Dec. 8, and  concludes with a joint dialogue, and a visit to 
church on Sunday morning. 

Micah offers a childcare Shabbat this month
For parents looking for a focused, contemplative Shabbat experience, childcare 

Shabbat will be offered on Friday, Dec. 22. Care is available for children six months 
through six years – no registration is necessary. Drop-off is during weekly WINE-down 
and pick-up follows services. As always, children are welcome at all services.  

Women’s spirituality retreat at Canyon Ranch 
Join Rabbi Laurie Rice and Rabbi Sherre Hirsch Feb. 5-9. This all-inclusive pack-

age includes healthy gourmet meals, more than 40 complimentary fitness activities, a 
fully equipped spa, four pools, guided hikes and walks, creative arts, as well as airport 
transfers to and from Tucson International Airport. See the Micah Events web page and 
contact Rabbi Laurie Rice for more information at rabbilaurie@congregationmicah.org.  

Poland and Hungary with the Rabbis Rice
Rabbis Flip and Laurie Rice, along with veteran guide Mike Hollander, invite you 

to join them for a Jewish pilgrimage of remembrance and renewal. Based in Krakow 
and Budapest with an optional post-trip to Prague, The Auschwitz-Birkenau Complex, 
The Oscar Schindler Factory Museum, Wawel Royal Castle, Wielicza Salt Mines, and a 
dinner cruise on the Danube are just a small sampling of included excursions. More infor-
mation is available on the Micah Events web page at www.congregationmicah.org/events.

@ Sherith Israel

Macabeenies Music Class and Play Space
Macabeenies Music Class and Play Space goes back to its roots in December, with 

two fun sessions of free play and Chanukah-related songs and activities. Karen Daniels, 
local musician and songwriter, will share some Chanukah classics as well as her own 
catchy and creative songs. Kids will have time to get their energy out bouncing on toys, 
crawling through tunnels, playing with the parachute, and more. 

Families throughout the community with children age 6 months to pre-K are invited 
to sing, dance, bounce, and celebrate with us! Macabeenies will meet on two Sundays this 
month, Dec. 3 and Dec. 17, from 10-11:00 a.m., downstairs in the Playspace at Sherith 
Israel. Free! Email Cara at csuvall@gmail.com or connect on Facebook with any questions. 

Sisterhood Chanukah Latke Supper
The Sherith Israel Sisterhood will host its annual Latke Supper on Saturday, Dec. 

16, at 7 p.m. The cost of this delicious dinner will be $12 for adults, $8 for children, 
with a maximum of $36 for a family of four or more. 

Sherith Community Melave Malke Series
A melave malka is a celebration that extends the joy of Shabbat for just a bit lon-

ger. What better way to do that than in the warm homes of our community members?
 Our first monthly community melave malke dessert and social gathering will 

be hosted by Sherith Israel member Ruth Levitt on Dec. 23 beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Contact Cara at csuvall@gmail.com or keep an eye out for details in the weekly 
Shabbos in Shul flyer. 

Cholent cook-off Shabbat
Join us for a cholent cook-off during Kiddush following Shabbat services. As 

the tastes, smells, and textures of this quintessential Shabbat food bring us together, 
they also bring out our competitive side! Come taste, schmooze, and judge with us on 
Saturday, Dec. 30. 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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@ The Temple
Hike and Havdalah on Dec. 16 at the park 

Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade Boulevard in Percy Warner 
Park at 2:45 p.m. with the hike of the 2.5-mile white trail to begin at 3 p.m. Meet at 
the stone gate entrance to the park at 4:30 p.m. for Havdalah. All ages welcome; bring 
friends and family; if you are not hiking, please meet us for Havdalah. The event is 
presented by The Temple’s worship and music committee.

Golden Lunch Bunch December dates
The Golden Lunch Bunch meets at 11:30 a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of 

the month at The Temple. Join us for lunch, entertainment and fun! This month’s dates 
are Dec. 5 and 19. To RSVP, call Anna Sir at (615) 354-1686. The Temple Preschool 
will sing to help celebrate Chanukah with the Golden Lunch Bunch on Dec. 19. 

Chanukah service and latke Oneg
Mark Dec. 15 on your calendar for our Chanukah service & latke oneg at 6 p.m. 

We will come together to light the candles and celebrate Chanukah with a latke oneg 
to follow Services. 

Learning about Abraham Joshua Heschel
Abraham Joshua Heschel - The Wonder of God’s Call: Piety, Faith, Holy Deeds, 

and Social Justice with David Barton. Additional commentary by Rabbi Mark Schiftan. 
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. on Dec. 3 and 10. 

Interfaith topic: December dilemma
Next Dor (Young Adults & Young Couples) Interfaith Conversations will take 

place on Thursday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. at The Temple.  The evening will offer informal, 
honest conversations about interfaith issues and the December dilemma. To RSVP, 
please email Rabbi Shulman or call The Temple office (615) 352-7620

Women’s Chanukah gift exchange
The Temple’s W.E.L.L. group (Women Engaged in Living & Learning) hosts a 

Chanukah Hooplah & Gift Exchange at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 17. To RSVP, 
please contact Mitzie Russell at (615) 352-7620. 

Tot Shabbat celebrates Chanukah
A Chanukah-themed Tot Shabbat takes place on on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 10 a.m.  

Join us for music, stories, crafts and snacks with Rabbi Shana Mackler and Temple 
Preschool Associate Director Jan Huettner.

Mazel Tones present Chanukah concert
Our first Mazel Tones (junior choir) Mitzvah Concert of the year is coming up. We 

are very excited to perform a Chanukah-themed concert at The Cumberland at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 10. This is a program supported by The Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee. 

Preschool family Chanukah event
Join our Preschool families in the lighting of the menorah and the celebration of 

Chanukah on Thursday, Dec. 14 at  5:15 p.m.

Dinner for midweek Hebrew students, families
After Hebrew school on Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 5:30 p.m.– join in for dinner, games 

and menorah lighting December 13th– Chanukah dinner for our Mid-Week Hebrew 
students and their families.  .

Symphony CEO to speak on Violins of Hope
Alan D. Valentine, President and CEO of the Nashville Symphony will be joining 

us at our 6 p.m. Shabbat service on Friday, Dec. 1 to share the story of the Violins of 
Hope, which will be coming to our community in 2018. Please join us for this special 
Shabbat Service. 

@ West End
Michael Mehlman Social Action Shabbat

Please join WES for the Michael Mehlman Social Action Shabbat and Kiddush 
luncheon on Saturday, Dec. 2. Judy Saks will be honored as WES Volunteer of the year. 
(See separate article on page 25.)

WES Sisterhood Torah Fund Dinner – 
Save the Date

Save Sunday, Dec., 3 for the WES Sisterhood annual Torah Fund dinner, featuring 
Cantor Sarah Levine and a musical program. Dinner is at 6 p.m. Cost is $25 per person, 
$40 per couple.

“Mah Tovu” is the 5778 Torah Fund theme; from Numbers 24:5, it means “how 
good!” It forms the basis of the opening prayer we sing when we enter the sanctuary. It 
features “100” in raised letters, recognizing the 100th anniversary of Women’s League. 
Pins are available in the Judaica Shop. Contact chair Marsha Raimi at raimim1101@
gmail.com to make reservations for the dinner or a donation.

USY event celebrates Chanukah
Join us on Sunday, Dec. 10 from 10:30 a.m.-noon for a Chanukah play, Chanukah 

songs, Chanukah Beit Miriam Family Feud; lots of latkes and children’s carnival sta-
tions run by USY.

Chanukah for Beit Miriam students, parents
Celebrate the 2nd night of Chanukah on Wednesday, Dec. 13, at Beit Miriam. 

Parents are invited to join students at 6 p.m.

WES Chanukah Shabbat Latke Dinner
Enjoy a latke dinner on Friday, Dec. 15, after the 6 p.m. service. Cost: Adults - 

$18, children 7-11 - $10, children 3-6 - $5 and children 3 and under are free. There is 
a family maximum of $45.

RSVP for Dinner by Dec. 12 by emailing office@westendsyn.org or calling (615) 
269-4592, ext. 11.

Intro To Judaism (Part 1) returns in 2018
Once again, the West End Synagogue will be partnering with the American Jewish 

University hosting the Miller Introduction to Judaism Program. Rabbi Joshua Kullock 
will be teaching the four-month class and everyone is invited to join. This learning 
opportunity, which begins Jan. 7 and runs through May 6, is in partnership with the 
Miller Introduction to Judaism Program of the American Jewish University.  Classes 
will be held every Sunday from 9:30-11 a.m. 

The cost for WES members is $36 (couples $50) and for nonmembers it is $180. 
Members who have attended 2 previous classes are no charge, however, a donation is 
always encouraged. Don’t miss the opportunity to learn with Rabbi Joshua Kullock, 
make new friends and explore Judaism in new and deeper ways.

For more information, check out the website at intro.aju.edu. We encourage you 
to please register at office@westendsyn.org or call 269-4592, ext. 12, by Dec. 13, so that 
we can plan for materials and the room location of the class. We hope to see you soon!

AIPAC Policy Conference in March
Join Rabbi Joshua Kullock and fellow members of West End Synagogue in our 

nation’s capital for the most important days impacting the U.S.-Israel relationship.  
The conference is March 4-6 in Washington. The cost is $499/person for conference 
registration (does not include hotel), but WES has a few discounted tickets that are 
$399. Please contact Marcia Stewart, mstewart@westendsyn.org, for more information.

Happy ChanukahHappy Chanukah
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Girls Night Out: Sole to Soul reaches 
women, inspires philanthropy

W
omen of all ages 
and backgrounds, 
shoe size and hair 
color, turned out in 
fabulous fashion for 
last month’s Girls 

Night Out event to support the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee and to 
hear from philanthropist Jane Weitzman.

The event, held at the Gordon JCC 
on a weekday night, drew more than 
200 women and brought together both 
familiar and new faces, all in support of 
the Jewish community here and around 
the world.

Nashville mom, attorney and engi-
neer Erin Coleman had praise for the 
event. “It was so inspiring to be in 
a room full of powerful women from 
our community. … The most (striking) 
quality of this community is that we’re 
inclusive,” she said. “It was inspiring to 
see how we as women can shape future 
generations.”

Naomi Limor Sedek, the Jewish 
Federation’s assistant executive direc-
tor, thanked the many volunteers who 
worked with event chair Stephanie 
Speller Townsend to make the night a 
success. “Everyone felt welcomed from 
the moment they walked in the door and 

engaged with the experience we worked 
so hard to create: the power of Jewish 
women and the impact of their philan-
thropy to serve Jewish needs both here in 
Nashville and around the world.”

Townsend spoke at the event, called 
Sole to Soul, about her own experiences 
growing up in Nashville, reconnecting 
with the Jewish Federation in Charlotte 
after a move there, and returning to 
contribute to her hometown and its 
Federation. “The Jewish Federation, in 
every city, invests in building Jewish 
Identity and that is what I have spoken 
about with you tonight.  But they are 
also the safety net for Jews in need in 
abject poverty, in crisis and in harm’s way 
in Nashville, Israel and in 70 countries 
around the world.  … Every gift … added 
to the collective pool makes huge differ-
ences in the lives of Jewish people every 
day as long as each of us is committed to 
making a personal meaningful gift that 
strengthens our community.”

For guest speaker Jane Weitzman, 
who has taken a starring role in fashion 
and philanthropy, it was her first time 
in Nashville. She came with a strong 
Nashville connection, however, in her 
friendship with Etta Zimmerman, who 
introduced Weitzman to the audience.

Zimmerman and Weitzman became 
friends during a 2001 trip to Argentina. 
It was a time of financial crisis and polit-

ical upheaval to the point of riots there. 
People were hurting.

“You know, this could be us,” 
Zimmerman recalled Weitzman saying 
to her. “These women are just like us. 
These families are just like us. They’ve 
lost everything.”

In the course of their friendship, 
Zimmerman said, she has seen “the quiet 
little things Jane would take care of 
without anyone knowing.” She called 
Weitzman a lifelong mentor.

Weitzman’s message was that a per-
son doesn’t have to have millions of dol-
lars at their disposal to be a philanthro-
pist and make a difference in the lives of 
others. Helping someone buy a working 
TV set, she said, doesn’t cost millions but 
can make an immeasurable difference. 

She called on Jews to continue to 
support Jewish causes. “We wouldn’t 
have made it to here without help,” she 
said. “…We are the only people who will 
ever help Jews.”

Weitzman shared photographs of 
Jews around the world – including in 
India, Estonia and other far-flung plac-
es – whose lives have been improved 
with help from other Jews. She called on 
parents to help their children find the 
Jewish values that motivate them so they 
can become Jewish philanthropists. “If 
we as Jewish women don’t take responsi-
bility for our Jewish world, who will?” •

From left, Patricia Straus, Laura Yazdian, Samantha Saturn, Jessie Rosenblum and 
Sara Hanai catch up at Sole to Soul. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Women gathered in a transformed Gordon JCC Board Room for cocktails and tapas 
before Jane Weitzman spoke about philanthropy at Sole to Sole. Diane Berry and her 
decorating team worked magic for the event. PHOTOGRAPH BY JOEL ABRAMSON

Jennifer Reiner, left, Kelly Unger and Lana Pargh helped put on the Sole to Soul event 
with fellow committee members. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

From left, Judy Lefkovitz, Nan Speller, Stephanie Speller Townsend, Carolyn Hecklin 
Hyatt and Amy Goldstein. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN

Jane Weitzman, right, pauses after signing her book, “Art and Sole,” for Jennie 
Shepard-Zagnoev. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN
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Pedaling from Eilat to Jerusalem 
for the benefit of Friends of IDF

By MICHAEL DOBRIN

I
n October, I participated in the 
2017 Cycling Tour of Israel, spon-
sored by Friends of the Israeli 
Defense Forces (FIDF). More than 
30 riders from 14 different states 
participated.  The tour was an 

amazing opportunity to connect with the 
land of Israel and the IDF soldiers who 
defend it. Cycling gave us an up-close 
perspective of Israel’s beauty. We were 
inspired by the wounded veterans who 
rode alongside us, and by visiting IDF 
bases and meeting the brave young men 
and women who stand guard over our 
homeland on behalf of Jews worldwide. 
Israel is indeed the eastern border of 
Western civilization. 

In addition to the IDF soldiers, we 
were joined by Israeli Cycling Road 
Champion Roy Goldstein. We also 
learned about the diverse and extensive 
work the FIDF does on behalf of IDF sol-
diers. The most visible examples of that 
work were the prosthetic limbs used by 
the riders who accompanied us. 

The ride began in the beautiful resort 
town of Eilat, on the southern tip of Israel, 
on the Red Sea. On Day One, we rode 
to Mitzpe Ramon, which took us along 
Israel’s border with Egypt. Although there 
was a 100-plus mile option, I opted for 
the “short” route of 55. At the end of the 
ride, we were rewarded with a stay at the 
beautiful Beresheet Hotel. 

Day Two took us from Mitzpe Ramon 

to Ashkelon, near the Gaza border. We 
had breaks in the 82-mile ride to visit 
the IAF Ramon Air Base, Ben Gurion 
University and the grave sites of David 
and Paula Ben Gurion. 

Day Three began with a tour of 
the Gaza Division’s Northern Regional 
Brigade Base, where we met with IDF sol-
diers and got a close up look at the opera-
tion keeping an eye on activity in nearby 
Gaza. This was followed by a scheduled 
50-mile ride from Gaza to Jerusalem, 
which was cut a few miles short due to 
time constraints. The demanding hills 
earned us a well-earned rest in Jerusalem. 

Day Four was a gorgeous ride 
through more demanding hills surround-
ing Jerusalem. Day Five was a very casual 
bike tour of Jerusalem starting at the 
original train station, where we joined 
a group of Israeli cyclists for a ceremony 
honoring the memory “Pinky” Zoaretz, 
a former IDF brigade commander, and 

a former FIDF deputy national director, 
who passed away earlier this year. The 
tour ended at the Jaffa gate of the old 
city. After packing our bikes up, we had 
free time to go into the old city and visit 
the Kotel, markets, etc. 

I am grateful to the many members 
of the Nashville Jewish community who 
contributed to my fundraising effort that 
allowed me to take this trip. I am also 
grateful to the FIDF staff who coordinat-
ed the trip so my wife, Jody, could attend 
and meet up with another FIDF mission 
while my group was riding. •

Nashville’s Michael Dobrin and his fellow cyclists hit the road in Israel to help Friends 
of the IDF. PHOTOGRAPHS FURNISHED BY MICHAEL DOBRIN

Dobrin and his bike at the end of the 
road trip – Jerusalem.

See the community calendar 
at www.jewishnashville.org

7066 Hwy 70 South  .  Nashville, TN 37221  .  (615) 646-1400
www.redspirits.com

FOR EVERY NIGHT YOU CELEBRATE!
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Tennessee’s Only Jewish-Accredited Hospice
Accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice

Not every hospice is Alive Hospice. Choose Alive Hospice.
615.327.1085  |  AliveHospice.org  |  A 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit

“Alive Hospice is people caring 
about people physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually, 
helping all live life to the fullest.”

– Anna-Gene O’Neal,  
President/CEO of Alive Hospice

Alive Hospice’s Mission: We provide loving care to people with life-threatening illnesses, support to their families, and service to the community in a spirit of enriching lives.

Founded by pillars of the Jewish community: 
Dr. David Barton, Mrs. Lynn Barton, Dr. John M. Flexner, and many others
Pictured: Alive Hospice President/CEO Anna-Gene O’Neal and founders Dr. David Barton and Lynn Barton

Accreditation made possible with grant funding 
from the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

Collaborative show, 
photography, crafts 
featured in Gordon 
JCC galleries

T
he Gordon JCC’s 
December art exhibits 
will feature “ABOVE,” 
a collaborative show by 
Brian Parker and Barry 
A. Noland; works from 

Snap Photography; the Tennessee Craft 
holiday show plus the continuation of 
“Under One Roof,” a citywide collabora-
tive art show.

The reception for the Art Galleries 
and the artists will take place on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at the Center, 801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
There will be a special musical presenta-
tion by Eric Fritsch on sitar, plus music 
by DJ Joseph Harris. Complimentary food 
and beverages accompany this event, 
which is free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact the JCC at 
(615)354-1699, Curator Carrie Mills at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to www.
nashvillejcc.org.

ABOVE is the long-overdue first 
public collaboration between an artist 
couple, Parker and Noland. The main 
collection is the multimedia vision of 
Parker, utilizing the imagery of Noland as 
his inspiration and focal point. Noland’s 
images, taken from his early catalog, are 

the nuclei from which Parker creates 
individual worlds of wonder. 

ABOVE is a conversation between 
Parker and Noland. Both are fascinated by 
abstractions of simple shapes and objects in 
their work. Both are attracted to a sense of 
liberation or “rising above” the everyday. 

These collage-style pieces are an 
exposition of the ethereal inclinations 
of both artists expressed mainly in the 
language of “scapes”—landscapes, water-
scapes, cityscapes . . . escape. Many of 
these works give the impression of float-
ing or a sense of lightness and buoyancy. 

Snap Photography group will show-
case a rotating, juried show from several 
of its members.

The Midstate chapter of Tennessee 
Craft’s holiday show will continue with 
work ranging from clay, stoneware, iron, 
jewelry, sculpture in metal, clay, and 
wood, photography, fiber etchings, furni-
ture and more.

The J’s house gallery will feature a 
special communitywide project titled, 
“Under One Roof,” built around the theme 
“Reflection, Remembrance, Resilience” 
and originally shown in November, when 
the Nashville Holocaust Memorial anni-
versary was observed. •

One work in the ABOVE show by Brian Parker and Barry Noland

Temple/Gordon JCC civil rights 
journey set for March 2018

S
ave these dates – Thursday, 
March 15 through Sunday, 
March 18, for a bus tour of 
Southern Civil Rights land-
marks. 

The weekend of trav-
el is being organized by The Temple 
– Congregation Ohabai Sholom and the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center. An 
Etgar 36 Tour Guide will lead the journey.

During the trip, participants will 
learn about Leo Frank and visit the 
King Center in Atlanta. The group pro-
ceeds to Montgomery, Ala., to visit the 
Rosa Parks Museum, learn about the 

Equal Justice Initiative and participate in 
Shabbat services.

The group remains in Alabama for 
the third day of the weekend, which 
includes stops at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma and the 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham. 

Cost of the program will vary with 
the number of participants. It includes all 
meals from Thursday dinner to Sunday 
breakfast, all transportation, hotels, 
admissions and programming costs. More 
information will be available in future 
Observers, from The Temple and/or from 
the Gordon JCC. •
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Be a kid again at 
Gordon JCC Big 
Night Out Jan. 20

S
ave the date – Saturday, Jan. 
20 – for some of the best 
fun since your Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah: Big Night Out 2018 
at the Gordon JCC. 

The theme of the 2018 
event is “Party like it’s your Bar Mitzvah.” 
It starts at 6:45 p.m.; wear cocktail attire.

The money raised at Big Night Out 
provides crucial funding for the Gordon 
JCC to maintain its campus, operate its 
preschool and camp, and serve as a meet-
ing space for local Jewish organizations, 
JCC Membership and Development 

Director Dara Freiberg said.
Included in the evening are dinner, 

cocktails, a DJ and dancing, a caricature 
artist and photo booth. There’s also a 
silent auction.

Leeron S. Resnick, Jessica Pinsly, 
Nancy Jacobs and Barbara Davis are 
chairing the event. 

Tickets are $150 per person or $136 
per person early bird rate until January 1, 
2018. Check at nashvillejcc.org for a link 
to buy tickets online.

For more information, contact dara@
nashvillejcc.org. •

Remembering the 
Refuseniks: Helping Jews 
behind the Iron Curtain

S
tarting in 1970, a total of 1.5 
million Jews left the Soviet 
Union, closing the door 
on a history of persecution 
that bridged the czarist and 
Communist regimes. But the 

process was not easy. 
Grassroots efforts outside the Soviet 

Union eventually led to a more organized 
approach with varying degrees of success 
until the late 1980s, when Gorbachev 
visited the United States and the flood-
gates finally opened for Jews to leave. 

Join us at the Gordon JCC on 
Thursday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m. to hear 
how local heroes helped Soviet Jews. 
Vanderbilt Professor Shaul Kelner will 
discuss the topic and his research and 
moderate a conversation with Alan 

Graber, Mark Kaplan and Irma Kaplan, 
who went behind the Iron Curtain to 
help Jewish Refuseniks.

It’s part of the JCC’s “In Conversation 
With…” events series of concerts, lec-
tures, creative panels, readings and work-
shops offered at no or minimal charge to 
encourage you to take a chance and expe-
rience something new, hear a differing 
viewpoint, listen to new music, all while 
visiting our gorgeous campus and commu-
nity center. Afterwards, get the chance to 
talk with the writers, authors, speakers, 
musicians and other presenters to gain a 
deeper understanding of their work.

This event is free for JCC members; 
nonmembers are asked to make a $5 
donation. RSVP to michael@nashville-
jcc.org to help us coordinate seating. •

Dine-In, Carry Out
 Catering

Remember Our Menu Offers You All of Your 
Hanukkah Favorites...

Monday - Tuesday  6:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday  6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Saturday - Sunday  7:30 am to 8:00 pm
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Sherith Israel hosts Lenny Solomon
as musical scholar in residence

S
herith Israel is thrilled to host 
Shlock Rock founder and 
lead singer Lenny Solomon 
for a musical shabbaton on 
Friday and Saturday,  Dec. 1 
and 2. 

The legendary Shlock Rock band 
was founded in 1986 by Solomon as both 
a Jewish rock band and as an educational 
tool to deepen and promote Jewish pride 
and identity. Through more than 30 
albums in over 30 years, Shlock Rock has 
continued to delight and engage Jews of 
all ages.

Solomon will be sharing both his 
musical talents and also his teachings, 
which connect his music to his larger 
project of promoting Jewish identity in 
Jews around the world. 

On Friday evening, Solomon will 
discuss “Shabbat in Liverpool,” his proj-
ect putting Jewish texts to tunes by the 
Beatles. He will discuss the implica-
tions of putting Jewish prayer to secular 
music, and will perform examples of 
his work. The talk will take place at a 
warm and intimate Shabbat dinner at 
the synagogue, beginning after Kabbalat 

Shabbat at 5:30 p.m. There is no cost 
for the dinner. For reservations, please 
call the Shul office at 615-292-6614 or 
reserve online at sherithisrael.com.

Saturday morning, Solomon will 
deliver a dvar torah and lead the musaf 
service for the congregation. 

Saturday evening, beginning at 6:30 
p.m., Sherith Israel will host a falafel 
dinner ($5 per person) and musical 
performance by Solomon. All ages are 
welcome to join for this fun and fami-
ly-friendly event. •

Join in birthday 
celebration for 
Frances Kaminitz

P
lease join us for Saturday 
morning services on Dec. 16 
at West End Synagogue to 
mark a milestone for a beloved 
community 
member. 

We will be cel-
ebrating the 95th 
birthday of Frances 
Kaminitz, longtime 
Nashville resident and 
former office man-
ager of the Jewish 
Community Center.  •

Lenny Solomon takes a break from key-
board action. PHOTOGRAPH BY AMIT GOLAN

Editor’s Note: Theis advertorial covers trav-
el and leisure topics included in November’s 
special section.

Bruce Shelton offers 
discerning vision 
for art collectors

My travels to South Florida in the 
1970s started my love of watching the 
parade of exotic cars, the polo games and 
the diversity of events in the art world.  
In 1991 those leisurely travels became my 
professional journey as well.  

The institutions of the Norton in 
Palm Beach, the Boca Raton Museum 
of Art, and Miami’s Museum of 
Contemporary Art inspired me.  I began 
buying and selling tribal West African 
art and the works of Howard Finster 
and other folk artists.  This progressed 
into dealing in works by Salvador Dali, 
William Edmondson and Hermann 
Herzog.  I have represented artists such 
as Red Grooms, Carroll Cloar, Tim Lewis 
and Helen LaFrance and many others.  

As a dealer I have participated in over 
400 shows in my 25 years in the field. The 
experience has rewarded me well in exper-
tise and intuition that I could not have 
gotten any other way.  It is only natural 
that my clients have asked me to appraise 
a wide range of art for them.  I have just 
added the credentials of the ISA to my 
name to further validate my consistent, 
objective approach to valuations.

I have been fortunate enough to 
have patrons such as Elise Steiner, Ben 
Caldwell and Oprah Winfrey. I have 
owned galleries in Nashville, Palm Beach 
and Highlands, N.C.

So wherever your travels have taken 
you, when the time comes that you need 
to know the value of your collections or 
of a family heirloom, you can depend 
upon my expertise.   •

Frances 
Kaminitz
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Sherith Israel Double 
Chai Fundraiser to honor 
longtime members    

S
herith Israel’s 2018 Fundraiser 
will honor members who 
joined the Shul at least 36 
years ago. The dinner, to be 
catered by Bobbie Limor, will 
take place on January 21 at 

Sherith Israel. The program will feature 
an oral history video of longtime mem-
bers’ memories as well as a book of rem-
iniscences. The program and book will 
provide insight to the Shul’s history over 
the last 70 years and how the Shul has 
grown and evolved such as Sisterhood 
events, Rabbi and Mrs. Posner as well as 
Reverend Abramson, family celebrations, 
and much more.

Honorees who have contributed 
to the book include Rachel Chojnacki, 
Karen Daniel, Marilyn Foyer, Shirley 
Greenberg, Reva Heller, Ruth Klar, 
Mosh Koch, Dorothy Kohnstamm, 
Martin Levy, Bobbie and Alex Limor, 

Louis Lipschutz, Alvin and Peggy Mazur, 
Joan Mehlman, Frank and Elaine Parker, 
Anne Schreiber, Bernie and Gayle 
Tucker, Ben and Carol Walter, Florence 
Wittenstein, and Bob Woolf. 

In addition, there will be a silent 
auction with a wide array of personal ser-
vices (babysitting, acupuncture, reflexol-
ogy), catered kosher meals, kosher wine, 
kosher specialty foods, and event tickets 
available. 

The cost of the dinner will be $150, 
although there is an early bird special 
price of $130 for reservations paid by 
December 31. For more information 
about the dinner, please contact Roberta 
Goodman (615-943-6355 or roberta_wal-
ter_goodman@yahoo.com) or check the 
Sherith Israel website (www.sherithis-
rael.com). For more information about 
the silent auction, please contact Adam 
Horn (amhorn@me.com).  •

West End hosts evening 
with historian Jon Meacham

W
est End Synagogue 
is pleased to present 
the 2018 Concert 
and Cultural 
Series event, “An 
Evening With…

Jon Meacham.”  
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author 

and historian will speak about “American 
Gospel: Reflections on Faith and 
History,” on Sunday, Jan. 14, at 7:30 
p.m. at the synagogue.  

Meacham, a native of Chattanooga, 
is a presidential historian, contributing 
editor to the New York Times Book 
Review, contributing editor at TIME 
Magazine and Pulitzer Prize winner for his 
book, “America Lion: Andrew Jackson in 
the White House.”  

Meacham is currently a distin-
guished visiting professor at Vanderbilt 
University and the University of the 
South.  He resides in Nashville and 
Sewanee with his wife and children.

His most recent book, “Destiny and 
Power: The American Odyssey of George 
Herbert Walker Bush,” was a No. 1 New 
York Times bestseller.  

He has served as executive editor at 
Random House publishing and as man-
aging editor and ultimately editor of 
Newsweek magazine for four years.  He is 
also frequently seen on television as a guest 
of Morning Joe, Charlie Rose and others.  

“This event is one that is rele-
vant not only for Nashville’s Jewish 
community, but also for anyone in our 
greater community who wants to gain 
perspective on how faith and religion 
shapes our public life,” West End 
Synagogue Rabbi Joshua Kullock said 
in a statement.  

“An Evening With…Jon Meacham,” 
is the latest addition to West End’s annu-
al Concert and Cultural Series that, over 
the last several years, has brought some of 
the most talented performers, singers and 
songwriters to Nashville.  

“It is our hope that through cultural 
events like these, we can continue to 
bring thought provoking and entertain-
ing personalities to the Jewish commu-
nity and to the Nashville communi-
ty at-large,” said West End Synagogue 
President Steven Hirsch.

Tickets for the event are on sale 
now and general admission prices are 
$75 with several Patron opportunities.  
Patrons will be invited to a special pre-
event cocktail party where Meacham 
will be in attendance.  

In addition, there will be a post-
event dessert reception open to every-
one where Meacham will be available 
to sign copies of his books.  For more 
information, call Marcia Stewart at (615) 
269-4592, ext. 13.  Tickets are available 
online at www.westendsyn.org.  •

Comedian-writer Alan Zweibel 
live at the Gordon JCC

F
rom selling jokes in the Catskills 
to writing for “Saturday 
Night Live” and “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm,” Alan Zweibel has 
had a momentous career as a 
comedy writer. 

He’ll be in Nashville on Thursday, 
Dec. 7, for the second event in this 
year’s Gordon JCC’s Nashville Jewish 
Book Series. 

That night, at 7 p.m., he shares sto-
ries about his career, his comedic influ-
ences, growing up with Rob and Laura 
Petrie and sitting under the “Weekend 
Update” desk grinding out jokes while 
the segment was on air.

Zweibel is co-author, with Dave 
Barry and Adam Mansbach, of “For This 
We Left Egypt? A Passover Haggadah for 
Jews and Those Who Love Them,” a par-
ody of the Haggadah published this year. 

“For This” takes you through every 
step of the seder, from getting rid of all 
the chametz in your house by setting it 
on fire with a standard blowtorch (pref-
erably outdoors), to breaking the middle 
matzah—that is, if you can find a piece 
that isn’t already broken, to a hilariously 

absurd retelling of the Passover story fea-
turing a burning bush that sounds kind of 
like Morgan Freeman.

This talk is part of the Nashville 
Jewish Book Series, an annual celebra-
tion of books, authors and ideas. It fea-
tures work on Jewish themes and topics, 
work by Jewish authors or work from a 
Jewish perspective. 

The Gordon JCC’s book series is 
presented in a range of formats: Lectures, 
stand-up routines, mediated panels with 
multiple authors, intimate interviews of 
authors by community leaders, and won-
derful “hands-on” demonstrations. You 
can listen to our authors speak to their 
new book, discuss the inner workings of 
their writing or discuss the topics and cur-
rent events touched upon in their books. 

It runs through April, bringing a 
range of topics, including humor, cook-
ing, business, sports, Jewish identity, fam-
ily, current events, and politics to name 
a few. Unlike traditional book festivals, 
our series runs over a longer timeframe, 
so you have a chance to do and see more.

Tickets on sale at nashvillejcc.org/
book  •

CIGARS FROM
A. FUENTE, ASHTON, CAO, COHIBA, 
DAVIDOFF, MONTECRISTO, PADRON, 

TATUAJE, ZINO, & MANY MORE...

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8:30pm
Sunday 12pm-6pm

Belle Meade Plazza
4518 Harding Rd. Nashville, TN

615-297-7963
www.bellemeadecigars.com

premium cigars

We Offer  The Finest  in
Cigars, pipes,  tobaccos,

humidors  & cigar accessories.

Happy Chanukah

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Observer 
and help support our community in all ways!

ACLF License 59   © 2017 Belmont Village, L.P.

615-279-9100 • belmontvillage.com/greenhills

�e C�munity Built f� Li�.®

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

G R E E N  H I L L S

Happy Chanukah!
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Belmont songwriting student crafts ‘Change’ for JNF
By SHIR CZOPP

M
y name is Shir Czopp. 
I am from Scottsdale, 
Ariz., and I am 18 
years old. I started 
writing songs as I fin-
ished my freshman 

year of high school and soon realized 
that it was what I wanted to do for the 
rest of my life. 

When I got into the songwriting pro-
gram at Belmont University, I was a little 
anxious. I had some fears in that Belmont 
is a Christian university and I am Jewish. 
However, when I got here my nerves set-
tled because of the Hillel at Vanderbilt’s 
campus. Whenever I go there it feels like 
a second home and I am able to connect 

with so many other Jewish kids.
In the summer of 2016, I attend-

ed the six-week Alexander Muss High 
School in Israel summer program as an 
Impact Fellow. For my final project I 
wrote a song about my summer experi-
ence in Israel. In March of 2017, I was 
fortunate enough to play that song in 
front of some of the Jewish National 
Fund’s (JNF) major donors including its 
chief executive officer, Russell Robinson. 

At the event, Sharon Freedman, the 
JNF’s national campaign director and 
major donor, gave me her business card 
to keep in touch. A couple weeks later 
I decided to reach out to her and offered 
to volunteer my time to write a song or 
jingle for JNF.

I soon got an email from Jodi Bodner, 

its chief marketing officer, and we set up 
a phone call. We discussed song topics 
and she said that she wanted a song that 
was upbeat, inspirational and that would 
motivate people to make a change. I 
started working closely with Shana Sisk, 
the associate director of marketing, and 
bounced ideas off of her as we created 
the story behind the song now called 
“Change”. To me, it represents the idea 
that it only takes one person to make 
a change. After the song was written, I 
flew out to New York to record it in early 
October of 2017.

I am now seeing it all come together. 
This whole process was a great learning 
experience and I am looking forward to 
seeing how this song inspires others to 
lead the way and make a change. • Shir Czopp

It takes a village – our community – to support a Hillel
By BARBARA MENDEL 
MAYDEN

I 
have just finished my term as pres-
ident of the board of Vanderbilt 
Hillel. It has been an interest-
ing and yes, a rewarding journey. 
Rewarding: to witness firsthand 
the excitement, the activity, the 

vibrancy that Hillel 
provides the Jewish kids 
at Vanderbilt.  The end 
of my term has led to 
some reflection on the 
experience.

When I began 
the gig, Hillel was in 
some respects an “arm” 
of the university. Now 
that’s some good safety 
net, which has been important because 
Hillel – indeed active Jewish life at 
Vanderbilt – was, if not in its infancy, 
still a toddler. And to get it launched, 
that lifeline to Vanderbilt – a unique 
relationship – was necessary. 

So when early in my term Vanderbilt 
told us that it’s time we stood on our own 
– independently – it was, well, scary. Were 
we mature enough to survive the break?

But our various communities came 
together to support us as we have taken 
our first steps on our own. And we are 
getting surer and surer in those steps. 
These first independent steps have been/
are tentative, but exciting. I write primar-
ily to reflect on these “communities” that 
have stepped up to make this possible. 

I’ll start with the Vanderbilt com-
munity. While the “powers that be” were 
serious about the separation, they also 
listened to our concerns and stepped up 
whenever possible to mitigate risks. A 
special thanks to Provost Susan Wente 
who was committed to ensuring the uni-
versity wasn’t a negotiation adversary, 
but instead, a protective friend who 
wasn’t going to leave us unprotected. 
Then, there is the Vanderbilt alumni 
community. Remember, this environ-
ment of a university with a large, active 
Jewish student body is a new phenome-
non – the alumni community is growing 
steadily, but is still by and large young.  It 
has nonetheless been concerned, helpful, 
and generous. 

That brings me to the greater 
Nashville Jewish community and the 
support it provides, reinforcing my view 
of this community as one of the most 
inclusive and embracing I could possibly 

imagine. When my husband, Ted, and I 
first thought about moving our family to 
Nashville from New York 20-plus years 
ago, I didn’t know what to expect. So I 
asked a law firm colleague and friend, who 
I deemed to know everything about Jewish 
communities everywhere, what he knew 
about the Jewish community in Nashville. 
He instructed me to “sit down,” whereup-
on he proceeded to recite encyclopedic 
knowledge about the Nashville Jewish 
community … unbeknownst to me, he 
was married to a Nashville girl. But one 
thing he said that I won’t soon forget 
was, “First, you join all the synagogues.”  
What? What! What was that about? He 
explained that in Nashville, everyone 
helps everyone out.  That’s the kind of 
Jewish community it was.

Well, we didn’t join all the syna-
gogues. Just a couple. But, fast forward a 
few years, when I chaired the West End 
Synagogue committee that undertook a 
capital campaign to rebuild our religious 
school, now Beit Miriam.  With a popu-
lation that on its own would have strug-
gled to support the extensive renovations 
required, I was amazed that some of our 
largest contributors weren’t West End 
Synagogue members at all.  Wow.  But, 
as Ken Bialkin had explained, Nashville’s 
Jewish community supports one another. 
We all have our primary loyalties, but 
there’s no rule that you only support 
the one institution most important to 
you – there is an awareness of the bigger 
picture.  It was important to so many that 
the city be home to a vibrant conserva-
tive congregation, so donate people did, 
across our community. Illustrative of the 
generosity I have seen. 

Which brings me to Hillel. Why 
should Nashville support Vanderbilt 
Hillel? First, let me describe my con-
nection to Vanderbilt Hillel prior to my 
Board service. Easy.  None. Zero. Zip. 
The Ben Schulman Center for Jewish 
Life at Vanderbilt – Hillel – has been 
in existence for only 15 years. Like me, 
many in Jewish Nashville have had no 
interaction with Hillel, and some may 
wonder why we should support what they 
perceive as a transient population whose 
parents should be the source of funds. So. 
Why do we support Vanderbilt Hillel? 
Let me count the ways/reasons….

In a broader sense, we all have an 
interest in an educated and concerned 
Jewish population, and Hillel helps insure 
that. College students are the leaders of 
tomorrow, and students steeped in the 

values that Hillel offers become graduates 
with deep connections to Judaism with a 
sense of the value of a Jewish community. 

Getting a little less broad, those of 
us who are parents whose kids have gone 
or will go away to college, derive comfort 
from the fact of a Hillel wherever they 
are; that Hillel resource may be a ground-
ing, a home away from home, or just a 
lifeline when needed. When my daughter 
was in college, not active in the Hillel 
there, once she had a health scare and 
ended up at the health center on campus 
deep into the night. Nothing alarming, 
but she was frightened. While she was 
waiting – scared and alone – the director 
of her college’s Hillel just happened to 
be there, visiting someone. She sat with 
my daughter until she was seen and then 
drove her home. I am grateful that there 
is a vibrant Hillel at Muhlenberg College 
– and to the Allentown community that 
supports it. As a parent of recent college 
grads, I will pay it forward – for Hillel to 
be there for other people’s children in 
their first forays from the nest. 

But even directly, Hillel directly 
enriches our Nashville community.  

Transient? Not so much anymore. 
We have an interest in attracting young, 
affiliated Jews to Nashville, and Nashville 
has become a viable option where it 
might not have been even ten years 
ago. When we moved here, we weren’t 
yet the “It City;” no, the joke was that 
the nickname was instead, “Son-In-Law 
Land,” because no young person would 
dream of moving here unless he became 
somebody’s son-in-law. 

Well, thanks to Ben and Max 
Goldberg, etc., Nashville is now indeed 
The It City and the millennials – includ-
ing Jewish millennials - are flocking 
in. And Vanderbilt Hillel has created 
a viable pipeline from gown to town 
with more and more active members of 

Hillel starting their adult lives here in 
Nashville, and bringing with them the 
leadership skills they acquired at Hillel 
and plying them across our community 
(e.g. Tara Lerner, Avi Spielman and 
Daniel Reches, - I’m lookin’ at you)…. 

Many of the Jewish students currently 
at Vanderbilt are already expanding their 
reach into our community. I don’t think 
there is a Sunday school at any of our con-
gregations that doesn’t have/hasn’t had 
a Vanderbilt student teaching our kids.  
Grad students are hanging at NowGen. 
The boundaries are disappearing.

And, Hillel’s beautiful facility is 
there for us – I urge any of you still 
reading to take advantage. A newcomer 
to Nashville recently asked me where 
she could go for a kosher meal. The 
pickin’s were thin, but Grins at the Ben 
Schulman Center is a great option for 
weekday breakfasts, lunch and dinner 
(and to absorb the energy of all those 
young people).  And do you have a 
simcha coming up? Looking for a party 
venue? The beautiful Ben Schulman 
Center could be your answer. 

Those are just a few of the many 
reasons the Nashville Jewish community 
should support Hillel – as we do so many 
of our local institutions – and Nashville 
has offered generous and needed support 
to Hillel. I am a little less scared now. 

So. Thank you. Thank you, Jewish 
Federation of Middle Tennessee. Thank 
you, NCJW. Thank you, community 
members of our board. Thank you, Bob 
Nemer, who took the reins as president 
(and whose previous connection to Hillel 
was as tenuous as mine). Thank you to 
all in the community who support our 
fundraising. And thank you – people 
like me and Bob who have had no prior 
connection to Vanderbilt or Hillel – 
for understanding why a strong, vibrant 
Hillel is so integral to our community.  •

Barbara 
Mendel 
Mayden
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The Observer accepts original opinion pieces and letters from Nashville area resi-
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Fry-Enu named hot chicken champs; 
Nashville BBQ team wows ASBEE

F
ry-Enu, The Temple’s team of 
fiery chefs, grabbed top honors 
at this year’s Nashville Kosher 
Hot Chicken Festival at the 
Gordon JCC. 

On a windy, sometimes 
cloudy November Sunday, the spicy 
smell of deep-frying chicken filled the air. 
Vendors also provided much-needed soft 
drinks, beer and bottled water to cool the 
heat, and desserts also were available. A 

family band from Bellevue, Pelican212, 
belted out oldies and played Dixieland 
jazz as kids in the audience danced away 
with delight.

Competing teams included Sherith 
Israel team Holy Flock; Congregation 
Micah’s team Avinu Volcanu; Akiva 
School’s A-Team; NowGen Nashville’s 
Great Birds of Fire; Vanderbilt Chabad 
Pascal Chicken; Ess & Fress Catering’s 
You’re Killing Me Schmaltz; West End 

Return of the Rabbi team members Phil Shmerling (left), Hayley Levy, Robert 
Taiedkashani, Felicia Levine Abramson and Joel Abramson celebrate the big win in 
Memphis.

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
CHANUKAH

Synagogue’s Meshuggah Cluck; Afshin 
Yazdian’s Hot Lovin’; 2015 Champion 
Carlye White’s return with Smoking 
Wahoo. Vendor Slow Burn Hot Chicken 
offered full meals and even gluten-free. 

A few weeks earlier and a few hun-
dred miles west, the Force was with a 
Nashville team at this year’s ASBEE 
World Kosher BBQ Competition and 

Festival in Memphis. 
BBQ Wars: Return of the Rabbi took 

top honors, winning the Donna Reisman 
Grand Champion Award as well as the 
Showmanship Award. Earlier in the bar-
becuing season, they captured hearts and 
stomachs at Sherith Israel’s Kosher BBQ 
event. Apparently, the crew makes a 
mean brisket. •

 Fry-Enu team members Dan Goldstein (left), Jeremy Brook, Hunter Bernstein and 
Bryan Benjamin display their flock of framed prizes. PHOTOGRAPH BY RABBI SHANA MACKLER
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Akiva students see sculpture take shape with visiting artist
By ANNETTE CALLOWAY
Akiva Art Educator

“What inspired you?”  
“How do you mix your colors?” 
“What do you feel when you create 

your art?”  
These are some of the questions stu-

dents at Akiva School asked recent guest 
sculptor Kimmy Cantrell.  Nashville’s 
Jewish day school was delighted to wel-
come Cantrell on Oct. 30 to share his 
creative process and give a hands-on 
demonstration as he crafted a clay mask.  
While listening to Cantrell, students 
from kindergarten through 6th grade 
were attentive and excited to know more 
about how a current working artist pur-
sues his craft.

Cantrell hails from College Park, 
Ga., and is largely self-taught.  He dis-
covered his love for clay in high school 
but it was not until 20 years later during 

a difficult time in his life that he recon-
nected with clay and began creating 
vases, bowls, and faces.  

“I haven’t stopped creating since 
that time,” says Cantrell.  Many of his 
themes - faces and still life - are inspired 
from childhood memories of cooking, 
fishing, and gardening with his grand-
mother.  

His signature work, ceramic faces, 
are often Picasso-like with asymmetrical 
features. “I want to show the beauty 
within the flaws,” the artist explains.  
“Imperfections tell stories that are far 
more compelling than perfection.”

A working artist since 1994, Cantrell 
has won numerous awards and exhibit-
ed at many American galleries and art 
events, including New York’s prestigious 
International Artexpo. Cantrell’s pieces 
are in private collections across the U.S. 
and abroad from Washington, D.C. and 
England to Miami and San Francisco. •

Students watch as sculptor Kimmy Cantrell takes beginning steps toward creating a 
clay mask.

Happy Chanukah
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Your ticket to  
the perfect gift.

Redeemable for ANY performance  
at TPAC or War Memorial Auditorium,  

our gift certificates support  
TPAC’s nonprofit mission.

Print TPAC gift certificates at home  
when you buy online for a  
quick and easy gift for any  
theatre buff or concertgoer. 

Choose from a variety of styles  
and denominations.

TPAC.ORG/ 
HolidayGifts

See all our show-stopping gift ideas!

Judy Saks named volunteer 
of the year by WES

T
he Social Action 
Committee of West End 
Synagogue has unanimous-
ly chosen Judy Saks as their 
volunteer of the year.  The 
award is given annually in 

recognition of outstanding contributions 
made to the greater Nashville commu-
nity by a member of WES.  Saks will be 
formally honored at the annual Social 
Action Shabbat at WES to be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 2. 

Saks has been a very active mem-
ber within the Jewish community and 
retired 5 years ago from her position as 
director of community relations for the 
Jewish Federation.  She has not slowed 
down since.  

She is a founding member of the 
Family of Abraham, an interfaith educa-
tion and advocacy organization, where 
she organized community forums and ran 
the Dialogue and Desserts roundtable 
discussions for women of all faiths.  Also 
in the interfaith arena, Saks worked in 
conjunction with the Islamic Center 
of Nashville to inspire the Nashville 
Interfaith Caravans to visit places of 
worship throughout the community.  
Both adults and high school students 
participated.

Saks has also worked for the Nashville 
Literacy Council’s program for immi-
grants, tutoring a young Egyptian woman.

Saks is a core member of the WES 
cooking team that volunteers several 
times a month at the Nashville Food 
Project, cooking meals for the Salvation 
Army.  In addition, she continues her 
work with Catholic Charities on Hunger 
Banquets and Poverty Simulations.

Immigration issues are important to 
Saks. She volunteers with the Tennessee 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition 
by helping immigrants file for citizenship.  
As a grandchild of immigrants, she feels a 
special bond to this activity.

Sometimes her voluntarism straddles 
both the Jewish and greater Nashville 
communities.  Collaborating with Kitty 
Calhoon, Judy has created and directed 
two highly successful community forums 
held at WES dealing with “Refugees 
Straight Talk: A Forum” and “Stop the 
School to Prison Pipeline.”

When asked when she was planning 
on slowing down in retirement, Saks said 
she was too busy to think about that. •

Judy Saks

Learn more about the 
Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee
at 

www.jewishnashville.org
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NCJW fundraiser helps support many Nashville community causes

O
n Wednesday, Nov. 8, 
185 supporters attended 
the National Council 
of Jewish Women, 
Nashville Section’s 
annual fundraiser lunch 

at Hillwood Country Club. The event cel-
ebrated years of support to women, chil-
dren, and families in the community and 
honored Mary Jones with the Hannah G. 
Solomon Award for her incredible leader-
ship, dedication, and generous support to 
NCJW, Nashville Section.

This year Mayor Megan Barry gave 
a heartfelt speech on Nashville’s growth 
and the positive impacts for the commu-
nity, as well as the challenges and risks 
certain women, children, and families can 
face from this urban sprawl, and how we as 
a community can help support them.   

NCJW is a grassroots organization of 
volunteers and advocates who turn progres-
sive ideals into action.  Inspired by Jewish 
values, NCJW strives for social justice by 
improving the quality of life for women, 

children and families by safeguarding indi-
vidual rights and freedoms.  The 116 years 
of history of service has impacted tens 
of thousands of Nashville lives. Its fund-
ing through dues, contributions, corporate 
grants, and bequests has allowed seniors to 
travel more easily, children to navigate the 
foster care system, needy families to make 
their food budget last, teens to be better-ed-
ucated about their futures. NCJW has pro-
vided cancer survivors support during their 
treatment, offered recovering moms better 
chances to cope with their dependencies, 
helped worthy students to attend college, 
and provided children attending an abuse 
clinic with healthy snacks.  

The proceeds of this fundraiser go to 
the following project partners this year 
which include: CASA, Jewish Family 
Services Kosher Food Boxes, PG-13 
Teen Players, Reach for Survivorship 
at Vanderbilt, Renewal House, Senior 
Friends, Senior Transportation, Snack 
Box Program, Vanderbilt Hillel Shabbat 
Dinners, and Youth Villages Deer Valley. •

Jamie Brook, left, Erin Zagnoev, Nashville Mayor Megan Barry and Freya Sachs at the 
National Council of Jewish Women, Nashville Section, event.

Editor’s Note: Theis advertorial covers trav-
el and leisure topics included in November’s 
special section.

Green Hills 
Hampton Inn: 
Making your 
out-of-town guest 
feel at home 

Complete confidence that out-of-
town guests will feel “right at home” 
is a primary concern for every host or 
hostess, no matter what the social event. 
Hampton Inn & Suites-Green Hills spe-
cializes in just that: making our home, 
their home-away-from-home while they 
attend your special event. 

We are a boutique-style select service 
hotel in the heart of Green Hills’ fantas-
tic shopping, dining and entertainment 
district. We can offer both comfortable 
standard rooms and spacious residential 
king suites with fully furnished kitchens. 

We provide your guests with com-
plimentary cost-saving services and 
amenities that other hotels often add 
to their bills. Our rate includes free 
parking, internet access, local calls and 
our highly praised daily breakfast buffet 
with hot items. The facility offers a com-
puter center, fitness facility, and laundry 
services for the convenience of guests 
during their visit.

The atrium-style sixth-floor Belle 
Meade Room offers a dynamic view of the 
Green Hills area, perfect for bridesmaid 
luncheons, rehearsal dinners, receptions 
and birthday parties. To keep your visi-
tors entertained during those free times 
of your special event, we are in walking 
distance of the Mall at Green Hills, 15 
restaurants and a 16-screen cinema. 

Contact our sales department to 
learn how we can help relieve some of 
the responsibilities so you can better 
enjoy your next social event. Find out 
more at www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamp-
toninn.com. •

Please support the 
businesses that advertise 

in the Observer 
and help support our 

community in all ways!
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It’s always Hanukkah in this picture-perfect Italian town
By RUTH ELLEN GRUBER

CASALE MONFERRATO, Italy 
(JTA) – It’s always Hanukkah in this 
picturesque town in northern Italy’s 
Piedmont region.

Jews have lived in Casale Monferrato 
for more than 500 years, with the com-
munity reaching its peak of 850 members 
at about the time Jews here were granted 
civil rights in 1848. The town still boasts 
one of Italy’s most ornate synagogues, a 
rococo gem that dates to the 16th century.

These days, only two Jewish families 
live in Casale. The synagogue, which is 
part of a larger museum complex, is now 
a major tourist attraction – and not only 
because of its opulent sanctuary with 
huge chandeliers, colorfully painted walls 
and lots of gilding. The former wom-
en’s section has been transformed into 
a Judaica and Jewish history museum. 
And the synagogue’s basement, formerly 
a matzah bakery, is now home to the 
Museum of Lights.

Hanukkah here is commemorated 
nonstop with a year-round exhibit fea-
turing dozens of menorahs, or hanukki-
yot, created by international contem-
porary artists. The collection has some 
185 menorahs, according to Adriana 
Ottolenghi, whose husband, Giorgio, has 
been president of Casale’s Jewish com-
munity since the 1950s. There is no other 
museum in the world quite like it.

“We receive more every year, and 
each year at Hanukkah there is a public 
ceremony, where we light menorahs and 
welcome the new pieces,” she said.

Only 30 to 40 can be displayed 
at a time in the vaulted underground 
chambers. The only time the collection 
was shown in its entirety was at Casale’s 
centuries-old castle, part of an event con-
nected to the 2015 Milan Expo.

The Museum of Lights’ hanukkiyot 
come in an amazing variety of shapes, 
sizes, colors and media. Many resem-
ble traditional menorahs: a straight line 
of candles or a candelabra with eight 
branches, with a ninth branch for the 
“shamash” candle used to kindle them. 
Some of the menorahs can be lighted and 
used on the holiday.

But other menorahs on display are 
more fanciful sculptural works created 
from the likes of metal, ceramic, plexi-
glass and wood.

“Artists were given a completely free 
rein to create a functional object or a 
purely evocative one,” curator Maria Luisa 
Caffarelli wrote in the collection’s catalog.

Each menorah is what designer Elio 
Carmi, who co-founded the collection 
in the mid-1990s with the non-Jewish 
artist Antonio Recalcati and other artist 
friends, describes as an “homage to the 

story of Hanukkah” and its message of 
the triumph of light over darkness.

They conceived the project as a 
way to highlight Jewish culture as a 
source of artistic inspiration, promote 
creativity based in Jewish tradition and 
underscore the vitality of Jews in con-
temporary society.

“The idea was born to show that Jews, 
though small in number, are determined,” 
said Carmi, who is the vice president of 
the Casale Jewish community, “and to use 
interpretations of the Hanukkah menorah 
to demonstrate, symbolically, the continu-
ity of the community.”

At Hanukkah, Jews light menorahs 

for eight days to recall the defeat by 
the Maccabees of Syrian tyrants in the 
second century B.C.E. According to leg-
end, when the Maccabees reclaimed the 
Temple, the eternal light miraculously 
burned for eight days rather than the 
expected one, symbolizing the survival of 
the Jewish people.

Each menorah in the museum is a 
personal interpretation of the Festival of 
Lights and its symbolism. The Italian art-
ist Stefano Della Porta, for example, used 

An inside view of the synagogue in Casale Monferrato, Italy, which dates to the 16th 
century. PHOTOGRAPH FROM WIKIMEDIA COMMONS VIA JTA

This is one of the nearly 200 menorahs at the Museum of Lights in Casale Monferrato. 
PHOTOGRAPH FROM FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH ART, HISTORY AND CULTURE AT CASALE MONFERRATO AND IN EASTERN 
PIEDMONT - ONLUS

This menorah is part of the year-
round display at the Museum of Lights. 
PHOTOGRAPH FROM FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH ART, 
HISTORY AND CULTURE AT CASALE MONFERRATO AND IN 
EASTERN PIEDMONT - ONLUS

ceramics and steel to create a menorah 
that appears to be made from giant burnt 
matches. American-born artist Robert 
Carroll created his menorah from olive 
wood, red Verona granite and brass. It 
has a sinuous, trunk-like base that sup-
ports eight branches that open out like a 
flower, each supporting a candle.

Carmi and his friends provided 
the first hanukkiyot for the project — 
Carmi’s was a silver-plated metal bar 
with small cups for the eight candles and 
the shamash — and then reached out to 
others for contributions.

Other artists — Jews and non-Jews, 
mainly from Italy but also from other 
countries — soon began making their 
own menorahs and presenting them to 
the growing collection. All of the works 
are donated, most of them by the artists 
themselves.

“It was like a chain of artists,” Carmi 
said. “And well-known artists began to 
be attracted.”

Among those is Arnaldo Pomodoro, 
one of Italy’s leading sculptors. His 
menorah, presented in 2013, is a hor-
izontal metal girder that supports the 
nine candles and is decorated with 
abstract symbols.

“I tried to bring out a series of 
abstract, imaginary signs to create a story 
that would connect, on a general level, 
with the idea of thought, experience and 
memory; without, however, wanting to 
enter into the multi-faceted complexities 
of the symbology of the Jewish world,” 
Pomodoro describes in the catalog.

Ultimately, Carmi said, the 
Museum of Lights is about “Judaism, 
art and identity.” •

Belle Meade Plaza
4500 Harding Road

Nashville, TN 
615.383.1422

Happy Chanukah
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Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
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T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

The Empires Strike
By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Medium • Solution on page 29

55. Aaron’s son and successor as high 
priest

58. Candy dish raider
61. Video’s counterpart
62. Empire that took control of the Holy 

Land after 50-Across
65. Famous Howard
66. Letters that might be forgiven during 

the jubilee year
67. Filled pastry shells
68. To the point
69. Site and show that’s big on lashon 

hara
70. Torah and exam

Down
1. 12-Down did not like her
2. Disney’s Queen of Arendelle, and 

others
3. Talks like Harvey Fierstein
4. Irish singer who became a star under 

Geffen records
5. First name in Communism
6. Carmel Forest, for one
7. Where Jewish remains should not be 

put?
8. Suspicious
9. Zapped (the cold kugel)
10. Major simcha
11. Chasidic title
12. Rhea Perlman’s “Cheers” role
13. Killed, like Goliath
18. Words from one needing a restful 

Shabbat
22. El Al reading: Abbr.
26. Screen legend who married comic 

legend Mel
27. Some YU degs.
28. What the city of Shechem is called 

today

Across
1. Name of a star in “10” or “The Ten 

Commandments”
6. Yam ___
9. Cohn and Jacobs
14. Glazer of “Broad City”
15. “Borei ___ hagefen”
16. Reading the Torah with no mistakes, 

e.g.
17. They conquered the Kingdom of 

Israel
19. Look closely and you can see 

the glass between this snake and 
Harrison Ford in “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark”

20. Flamethrower fuel
21. Herzl or Sinai
23. ___ ayin hara
24. End of Proverbs?
25. Empire that conquered Judah (and 

17-Across)
29. Pais or The Boston Garden
31. El Al competitor, once
32. They allowed the Jews to rebuild the 

Temple
35. Husband of Sarai
39. Pasta option
40. Famous ballerina (or a dessert named 

after her)
42. Loeb and Bonet
43. Empire the Maccabees fought
44. Casual attire
46. They might have a siddur or kosher 

app
47. Ryan Braun and Ted Williams, for 

two: Abbr.
50. Empire that destroyed the Second 

Temple
52. “Danny and the Dinosaur” author 

Hoff

29. Words after “Save me” or “Have”
30. Prepare to have bread
32. Seth Rogan to James Franco, e.g.
33. High Priest with disappointing sons
34. Some rural rtes. in the Negev
36. The Eden ___ (hotel)
37. Jewish name or a video file
38. Neuman’s magazine
40. Salt-N-___
41. Actress Masterson of “The Walking 

Dead” (with a name similar to 
14-Across)

43. Card for visiting Israel?
45. Period for each of the empires in this 

puzzle
47. “...from the ___ even to the greatest” 

(Jer. 42:8)
48. Champagne glass
49. Exodus commemoration
51. Comet’s path
52. Notable Shabbat of “song”
53. She put the “she” in yeshiva, 

according to Homer Simpson
54. ___ up (make like 53-Across, 

essentially)
56. Lays out (like cloths in Eilat)
57. An eruv creates one, simply
59. “And we held ___ each other like 

brother to brother.” (Billy Joel)
60. David has a famous one
63. ___HaZikaron
64. Ancient Jewish coin

Happy 
Chanukah
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LISA SPILLER-BLAUSTONE

B’nai Mitzvah
Theophilus Maxwell LaLonde 

Mosse will become 
a bar mitzvah at 
Congregation Micah on 
Saturday, Jan. 20. Theo 
is the son of Kristine 
LaLonde and Claudio 
Mosse, the grandson 
of Roberto and Susan 
Mosse of McLean, Va., 
and William and Oddveig LaLonde of 
Midlothian, Va. He is the brother of 
Gideon Mosse. 

Theo is currently a 7th grader at 
the University School of Nashville. He 
enjoys participating in Boy Scouts, soc-
cer, lacrosse, and robots and tech. Theo 
loves all things Marvel Comics as well as 
DC Comics. 

For his Mitzvah project, Theo will 
be advocating for OASIS in support of 
at-risk youth in Nashville. 

Sympathy
… to the family and friends of Ruth 

Coleman, who died on Nov. 6. 
She was born in Nashville in 1918 to 

Rosa and Isadore Schulman. She married 
Baron Coleman in 1940 and raised her 
children in Nashville. 

Ruth will be remembered as a devot-
ed daughter, wife, mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother and for her 
philanthropy. 

Ruth was preceded in death by her 
husband, Baron Coleman; her parents, 
Rosa and Isadore Schulman; her broth-
ers, George and Herbert Schulman; and 
her granddaughter, Lori Ann Fishel.

She is survived by her daughters, 
Royce Fishel (James) and Nancy Swart 
(Ray); her grandchildren, Brad Fishel 
(Lori), Allison Cabaniss (Will), Jeffery 
Swart (Anna) and Michael Swart and 
her great grandchildren, Scott, Max and 

Theo Mosse

Crossword solution

Jordan Fishel, and Annabelle, Baron and 
Beau Cabaniss. 

The family wishes to thank her won-
derful care givers, Jean, Pansy, Heather 
and Jennifer, for their love and attention.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Lori Ann Fishel Fund at the 
Jewish Federation of Middle Tennessee 
or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

… to the friends and family of Jerome 
Magdovitz, of Memphis, who died on 
Nov. 9. Jerome arrived in Nashville in 
1953 to attend Vanderbilt University, 
graduating in 1957. He maintained a life-
long loyalty to Vanderbilt, achieving rec-
ognition as an Oakleaf Society Partner of 
the university. He was also a life member 
of the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity. His 
career was in furniture manufacturing, 
design and distribution.

Please send any donations to Beth 
Shalom Synagogue, Chabad, Vanderbilt 
University, Baptist Reynolds Hospice 
House or a charity of the donor’s choice. 

… to the family and friends of Eddie 
Hanker (Avraham Yitzhak ben Yaakov 
HaLevi v’Sara Temma), who died on 
Nov. 16.

He is survived by his wife, Patty; his 
daughter, Ariella Hanker (Lior Klirs); 
and his grandchildren, Yakira, Natan 
and Sarit.

Eddie is also survived by his mother, 
Sonia Hanker, his brothers Gary and 
Larry Hanker, and his aunt Florence 
Hanker. 

… to the family and friends of 
Barbara Cohen (Yocheved bat Yosef 
v’Leah).  Barbara passed away on Nov. 
20. She was predeceased by her beloved 
husband Julian Cohen z’l.

She is survived by her children, 
Lynne Cohen, Sandy Cohen, Eddie 
(Nedra) Cohen and Karen (Howie) Weil; 
and her grandchildren, Rachel (Dustin) 

Bernstein, Rebecca (Jereme) Pozin, Lori 
Weil (Scott Weinreb), Michelle Cohen, 
Jodie Weil and Joseph Weil.  

… to the family and friends of Harold 
Hankin, who died on Nov. 19. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Marjorie, his daughter 
and son-in-law, Micah members Pamela 
and Mark Carver, and his granddaughters 
Allie, Phoebe, and Lilly Carver. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be 
made to Congregation Micah or The 
Alzheimer’s Association.

… to the family and friends of 
Thomas Bozeth, brother of West End 
Synagogue member and membership 
coordinator, Linda (Lenny) Sisselman.

Thomas is survived by his wife, 
Regina; his children Thomas, Michael 
(Mary) and Lauren Bozeth; his sister 
Linda (Lenny) Sisselman and brother 
David Bozeth; grandchildren Charlotte 
and Catherine Bozeth and nephews 
Mickey (Ankita Munjal), Justin and 
Jeffrey (Heather) Sisselman.

Happy ChanukahHappy Chanukah

See the community calendar 
at www.jewishnashville.org

Please support the 
businesses that advertise 

in the Observer 
and help support our 

community in all ways!

… to the family and friends of Stanley 
Bengelsdorf (Yisrael ben Gedalya v’Ra-
chel), father of WES member Steven 
(Sarah) Bengelsdorf.

We offer our condolences to Stanley’s 
wife Rachel, sons Steven (Sarah), Allan 
and Gary, and nine grandchildren: Jacob, 
Gabrielle, Ethan, Emily, Daniel, Julie, 
Dina, Ari and Rachel Bengelsdorf. •
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Smarthome Products Dealer

Nest, Lutron, and Legrand
Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens

Baths • Hardware • Plumbing
615-843-3300

www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Real Estate to a Global Clientele

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Masters

www.PatriciaStraus.com
patricia@patriciastraus.com

O: 615.447.8000
M: 615.305.8465

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee area 

by taking advantage of this cost-
effective way to reach a loyal repeat 
audience!Call Carrie Mills,Advertising 
Manager to place your professional 

listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or 
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

December 2017 The Observer
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Fresh Food.  Low Prices.

Happy Hanukkah
מאחלים לכם עונה של אור ושמחה

 Copyright ©2017 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors. Items and prices available at your 
4560 Harding Road, 7087 Highway 70 South and 2131 Abbot Martin Road, Nashville, TN Kroger stores Friday, December 1 thru Sunday, December 31, 2017.

3.77
WITH CARD

Kedem
Grape Juice
22 fl oz

3/99¢
WITH CARD

Fuji, Gala, Jazz 
or Granny Smith
Apples

9.99
WITH CARD

lb

Kosher 
Beef Brisket

2.99
WITH CARD

lb

Kosher 
Chicken 
Leg Quarters

99¢
WITH CARD

Romaine, 
Red or Green 
Leaf Lettuce
Bunch

2.99
WITH CARD

Manischewitz
Potato 
Pancake Mix
6 oz
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