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Libby and Moshe Werthan to receive 
President’s Award at Bonim Society Dinner

Evening will include talk by diplomat Dennis Ross
By CHARLES BERNSEN

L
ibby and Moshe Werthan are
the recipients of the 2016
President’s Award, the
Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee’s highest honor. 

Federation President Carol
Hyatt will present the award to the
Werthans next month at the annual din-
ner of the Federation’s Bonim Society,
which includes individuals and couples
who make a gift of $1,000 or more to its
annual campaign. 

The dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. on
Sunday, Jan. 31 at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center and will be followed
by a special presentation by Ambassador
Dennis Ross, who has served in both
Republican and Democratic administra-
tions for more than 30 years and played a
leading role in shaping U.S. involve-
ment in the Middle East peace process.

Ross’s presentation is open to the public.
Established in 2012, the President’s

Award is presented annually to individu-
als who have a distinguished record of
commitment to the Jewish people
through their exemplary philanthropy,
dedicated community service and better-
ment of Jewish life in Nashville, Israel
and around the world. 

The Werthans join a prestigious list
of previous recipients – Sandy Averbuch
in 2012, Bob Eisenstein in 2013 and
Raymond Zimmerman in 2014. Last
year’s award went to Annette Eskind,
Jane and Richard Eskind, Bernice and
Joel Gordon and Eugene Pargh and the
late Madeline Pargh. 

“Libby and Moshe Werthan have
left an indelible mark on our Jewish
community. Their energetic and passion-
ate commitment to Jewish causes is
reflected in all that they do,” Hyatt said
in announcing the award. “From Jewish 

Continued on page 3Libby and Moshe Werthan

At luncheon recognizing new members, Lions and Pomegranates
focus on inspiring next generation of “strong Jewish women” 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

F
or many years Sandy
Averbuch seldom wore the
Lion of Judah pin that recog-
nizes women who make indi-
vidual commitments of at
least $5,000 to the annual

campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Like a
lot of Lions, she was reluctant to call
attention to herself. 

But Averbuch, who chairs the
development committee of the Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, was persuaded to wear the
pin at the 2014 General Assembly of the
Jewish Federations of North America as
part of an effort to inspire younger com-
munity members to become more
involved in federation activities.

During a break at the assembly she
was standing near two young women

who were glancing at her and talking
quietly. “One of them came up and said,
‘I just want to tell you how impressed we
are by the commitment of strong Jewish
women like you,’” recalls Averbuch. 

She related the incident during a
Nov. 5 luncheon at the home of
Federation Campaign Director Naomi
Limor Sedek for Lions of Judah and
members of the Pomegranate Society,
which is made up of women who have
made a commitment of at least $1,800 to
the Federation’s annual campaign. The
women recognized five new
Pomegranates and three new Lions as
well as 13 women who have established
perpetual Lion of Judah gifts through
endowments to the Jewish Foundation.

They also heard a presentation by
Rabbi Sherre Hirsch, author of How to
Survive Through Life’s Transitions to Live
Fearlessly and Regret-Free. The book is a 

Continued on page 4
Rabbi Sherre Hirsch encouraged those who attended last month’s luncheon for Lions of Judah
and Pomegranate Society members not to be afraid of life’s “liminal moments.” 
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Have a Happy Chanukah. And share what it means to you. 
#ChanukahPublix
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Continued from page 1
adult and day school education, to the
Federation campaign, to enduring sup-
port of Israel, Libby and Moshe set the
bar high. I am absolutely delighted that
I, along with our Federation
family, will have the opportu-
nity to recognize Libby and
Moshe for a lifetime of
achievement on behalf of the
Jewish people.”

The Werthans are native
Nashvillians who continued
family traditions by becoming
deeply involved in philanthro-
py and taking leadership roles
in local Jewish and non-Jewish
institutions such as United
Way and the Federation. In
1990 the couple made aliyah to Jerusalem,
and even as they became involved in
Israeli philanthropies and communal
organizations, they continued to provide
vital support a variety of causes in their
hometown – from the Federation to Akiva
School to local synagogues. 

Having had their own Jewish iden-
tities transformed by spending 25 years
in the Jewish homeland and studying
the Jewish tradition and texts, the cou-
ple’s philanthropy and communal
involvement are now heavily focused on
Jewish education in all its forms. Moshe
is on the Akiva board and both he and
Libby have been board members of
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in
Jerusalem. For the past four years, they
have underwritten the appearance of a
Pardes scholar in Nashville for Global
Day of Jewish Learning.  

Werthans “It’s very important for Jews to
know who they are, where they come
from and what their tradition is based
on,” Libby said.

The Werthans “deeply appreciate”
the honor the President’s Award repre-
sents, Moshe said, “even if it does put us

in the spotlight, which is not
really where we like to be.” 

Executive Director Mark
S. Freedman said the
Federation is fortunate to have
a speaker with Ross’s prestige
on the night it honors the
Werthans with its highest
award. 

“I recently had the oppor-
tunity to listen to Dennis Ross
speak at the JFNA General
Assembly in Washington,
D.C.,” Freedman said. “He pos-

sesses intimate knowledge and first-hand
experience in assessing the complex
events and relationships surrounding
Israel and the Middle East over the past
three decades. As an advisor to
American presidents and cabinet mem-
bers, and as a diplomat himself, Mr.
Ross’s critical analysis will help us better
understand why the search for peace
between Israel and its neighbors remains
so elusive”

In his Nashville appearance, Ross is
expected to discuss his recent book,
Doomed to Succeed: The U.S.-Israel
Relationship from Truman to Obama
(Farrar, Straus, and Giroux).

For more information about the
President’s Award Bonim Society
Dinner contact Mark Freedman at
mark@jewishnashville.org or Naomi Limor
Sedek at naomi@jewishnashville.org. •

Dennis Ross

T
his year the Federation
will provide full subsidies
to up to four people
between the ages of 27
and 35 to join the
CommUNITy trip to

Israel scheduled for March 27-April 4. 
The Federation is seeking young

adults who have already demonstrated
their commitment, leadership, and com-
munity involvement as well as those for
whom this will inspire even greater
engagement. The goal of the subsidies is
to inspire the next generation to partici-
pate in and contribute to Jewish life in
Nashville and to help educate the com-
munity about the people, places, and
sights they visited.  

“Over the past five years, these sub-
sidies have allowed our Federation to
send 30 young leaders to Israel and
other areas of the world where our help
and attention is needed the most, and
upon their return they have taken on
vital leadership roles with our congrega-
tions, Federation, and a variety of
Jewish organizations,” said Ellen Levitt,
chair of the Federation’s Local/Global
Committee, which approved the subsi-

dies. “This investment in our young
leaders has come back to our communi-
ty in countless ways.” 

There are currently about 75 par-
ticipants registered for the unique
spring mission, which will be headed
by spiritual leaders from all five
Nashville congregations and include
four, mix-and-match itineraries focus-
ing history and first-timer experiences,
adventure, politics and security issues,
and high tech, arts, culture and cui-
sine. The trip includes an optional
extension through April 7 for the 20th
anniversary celebration of the
Partnership2Gether program, which
sponsors exchange partnerships
between Jewish communities in North
American and specific regions of
Israel.  (The subsidy does not cover the
extension.) 

Those interested in the subsidies
must submit applications by Jan. 4.
Applications are available from Risa
Klein Herzog, director of development
for the Jewish Foundation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee. She can be con-
tacted at risa@jewishnashville.org or
(615) 354-1651. •

Federation offering full
subsidies to young
adult leaders for March
mission to Israel

For the Adventurer, the Historian, the Artist, the Techie, the Foodie, the Scholar, or the First Timer. 
Four tracks available. Join together with Rabbis from our community! 

israel

COMMUNITY TRIP: March 27 - April , 2016
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Observer, which reserves the right to
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Since 2008, 
173 Nashville area 
Jewish high school 

students have already 
experienced this amazing 

journey. Join the trek!

For information contact: 
GetConnectedIsraelTeenTour@gmail.com

Get Connected
The Israel Teen Tour

June 7 - 21, 
2016

Continued from page 1
guide for dealing with what she describes
as “life’s liminal moments,” the thresh-
olds of change at which everyone stands
at various points in their lives, including
the ultimate transition to death. 

Though the human instinct is to
fear such threshold moments and regret
what is being left behind, Rabbi Hirsch
said it is better to think of the opportu-
nities waiting in life’s “next room.” 

Her own life offers a good example.
She was working as a pulpit rabbi at a
large Conservative congregation in Los
Angeles nine years ago when a “liminal
moment” arrived: Her mother got cancer,
and Rabbi Hirsch decided to leave her
dream job to care for her dying mother. 

The transition brought with it loss,
of course, but it also “opened up a

Lions

whole new world,” said Rabbi Hirsch:
Today she is a successful author and
spiritual life consultant to Canyon
Ranch Properites.  

Aside from welcoming new mem-
bers and hearing Hirsch’s inspiring pres-
entation, the Lions and Pomegranates
spent a few minutes discussing their
hopes for the future of Nashville’s Jewish
community. During that discussion, sev-
eral expressed concern about whether
the next generation will make the kind
of commitments – in time as well as
financial resources – necessary to sustain
a vibrant Jewish Nashville.

There are about 75 Lions of Judah
and 55 Pomegranate Society members in

Pam Kelner (left) and Diana Lutz were
among five new members of Nashville’s
Pomegranate Society. 

Jewish Women of Strength
The Lion of Judah program recognizes women who make individual commitments
of at least $5,000 to the annual campaign of the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee while the Pomegranate Society includes women who make
individual commitments of at least $1,800. 

New Pomegranates                    New Lions of Judah
Sandy Cohen                                     Batia Karabel
Ellen Dansky                             Lisa Perlen
Ellen Goldring                            Naomi Limor Sedek
Pam Kelner
Diana Lutz

Lion of Judah Perpetual Endowments
Sharon Bell
Julie Boehm
Royce Fishel
Ellen Levitt
Barbara Grossman (in Florida and Nashville)
Jan Liff
Sylvia Rapoport
Babbete Doyne (z’’l)
Lose Fox (z’’l)
Selma Goldstein (z’’l)
Elise Steiner (z’’l)
Madeline Pargh (z’’l)
Leah Rose Werthen (z’’l)

Nashville, and Sedek said the future of
the city’s Jewish community is linked to
women’s philanthropy, which now
accounts for a third of the donations to
the Federation’s annual campaign. 

“I assure you that the younger gener-
ation is there, ready to step in and do its
part,” Sedek said. “All you need to do is
hold out your hand and let them know
what it means to be a Lion. They are
here and they are willing.” 

To that end, Sedek said, something
special is being planned for the Lion and
Pomegranate event in the spring:
Members will be asked to bring a young
community member to so that they can
meet and be inspired by the women who
play a key role in helping to sustain the
Nashville Jewish community.

And the Lions and Pomegranates
should proudly wear their pins, added
Hirsch, who borrowed one for the
luncheon. 

“Just remember, it says, ‘I’m here to
inspire you.’” •
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Global Day lesson: As Biblical story of Leah and Rachel 
illustrates, “Jewish togetherness has always been a struggle” 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

F
or those who see an existen-
tial crisis in the political, cul-
tural and religious divisions
within contemporary Jewry,
Rabbi Alex Israel had some
advice during his appearance

in Nashville last month for Global Day
of Jewish Learning. 

Take a breath and look at Jewish
history. 

Whether it was conflict between the
Maccabees and their Hellenistic rivals in
the 2nd century BCE, the Sadducees and
the Pharisees two centuries later, or the
Hasidim and Mitnagdim in 18th century
Eastern Europe, “Jewish togetherness has
always been a struggle,” said Rabbi Israel.
Even the ancient Jews remained united
under kings Saul, David and Solomon for
less than 100 years before splitting into
the rival kingdoms of Judah and Israel.

About 125 members of Nashville’s
Jewish community gathered at
Congregation Micah on Nov. 15 for
Nashville’s fourth Global Day event,
which is funded by the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Like
Jews in hundreds of communities around
the world, they spent the day delving
into Jewish texts and tradition as they
explored the Global Day theme “Love:
Devotion, Desire and Deception.” 

The six-hour event began with
Micah Rabbi Philip ‘Flip’ Rice lighting
candles in an Eiffel Towner-shaped hold-
er followed by a moment of silence for
the victims of the Paris terror attack that
had occurred less than two days earlier. 

Aside from Rabbi Israel’s plenary
address, which was one of 24 streamed
live online around the world, those in
attendance heard a panel discussion dur-
ing lunch with local rabbis, then broke
into small afternoon study sessions before
reconvening for a concluding session by
Rabbi Israel. Leading the breakout ses-
sions were Naomi Sedek, the Federation’s
campaign director, local Rabbis Michael
Shulman of The Temple, Joshua Kullock
of West End Synagogue and Aaron
Finkelstein of Congregation Sherith
Israel, and Rabbi Israel, whose session was
for local Jewish educators. 

Rabbi Israel is a British native who

made aliyah to Israel, where he is now on
the faculty of the Pardes Institute of
Jewish Studies. In exploring the problem
of Jewish unity, he spent more than an
hour during the pleneary session engaged
in a close-reading analysis of the Biblical
story about the rivalry between Jacob’s
wives, sisters Leah and Rachel, arguing
that the two different personalities of
these sibling rivals can be seen as sym-
bolizing different but necessary types of
Jews or approaches to Jewish identity. 

“Within our national DNA is a
yearning for Jewish unity,” he said, “but
to achieve it we must learn how to
accept and absorb these different types.”
Rabbi Israel said. The Jewish destiny is
to continually “struggle for unity despite
our diversity.” 

His theme was quite similar the fol-
lowing day during a luncheon talk with
Jewish communal professionals when he
outlined the growing number of groups
trying to build connections and conversa-
tions between secular and religious
Israelis. The goal has less to do with trying
to change opposing views than with cre-
ating opportunities for each to understand
and accommodate the other, he said.  

A 2010 initiative of Aleph Society,
Global Day aims to foster Jewish literacy
and identity by bringing Jews together at
hundreds of sites around the world to
study the same religious texts. As was the
case for the three previous Global Day
events in Nashville, the appearance of a
Pardes scholar in Nashville was made
possible by the generosity of Moshe and
Libby Werthan. 

The Federation’s Global day part-
ners included Micah Children's
Academy, The Temple Preschool, Akiva
School, the Gordon Jewish Community
Center, Jewish Family Service, NowGen
Nashville, Get Connected, PJ Library,
Vanderbilt Hillel, Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad, Congregation Micah,
Congregation Sherith Israel, The
Temple, West End Synagogue, B’nai
B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO),
Chabad Jewish Student Center at
Vanderbilt University, Hadassah
Nashville Chapter, National Council of
Jewish Women Nashville Chapter, B’nai
B’rith Social Unit and B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge #46.  •

Rabbi Alex Israel of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, leads a breakout session for Jewish
educators last month during Global Day of Jewish Learning at Congregation Micah. Rabbi
Israel also led the opening plenary address as well as a concluding session.

Federation Executive Director Mark S. Freedman moderated a lunch panel discussion with
(from left) Rabbis Aaron Finkelstein of Congregation Sherith Israel, Philip ‘Flip’ Rice of
Congregation Micah, Mark Schiftan of The Temple, Yitzchok Tiechtel of Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad and Joshua Kullock of West End Synagogue. 

Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein of Congregation Sherith Israel leads an afternoon breakout session.

See more photos from the Global Day of Jewish Learning 
at www.jewishnashville.org
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a lifetime and supports  

TPAC’s non-profit mission.  

Available in many denominations and  
redeemable for any performance  

at TPAC or War Memorial Auditorium, from  
Broadway musicals to rock concerts,  

our gift certificates always get applause.

Buy and print online today!

The perfect last-minute gift!
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TPAC.ORG/Gif t 
615-782-4040 
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JFNA General Assembly seeks healing after Iran rancor
By GABRIELLE BIRKNER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Think
unity.

On the heels of this year’s rancorous
and polarizing debate over the Iran
nuclear deal, organizers of last month’s
General Assembly of the Jewish
Federations of North America wanted
their annual conference to be an oppor-
tunity for reconciliation and healing in
the Jewish community.

During they conference in
Washington, they talked about civility,
touted the strength of the Israel-
America relationship and managed to
secure the participation of Israel’s prime
minister – who a day before his GA
appearance had his own reconciliatory
meeting with President Barack Obama
at the White House.

In the vision of Jerry Silverman,
chief executive officer of the umbrella
group for the network of 151 local Jewish
federations in  Canada and the United
States, the federations are the big tents,
where Jews from all walks of life, denom-
inations and ideological positions can
come together.

“If you go to synagogue weekly or
hardly ever, if you’re supporting Hillary
Clinton of Donald Trump,” Silverman
said, “what matters is that you care and
want to be involved.”

The theme of this year’s GA was
“Think Forward,” an allusion to moving
past the divisive rhetoric that marked
the debate over the Obama administra-
tion’s ultimately successful push for a
nuclear agreement with Iran. Although
several Jewish federations opposed the

Iran deal, the federation umbrella group
did not take a stance. At the height of
the debate in August, both Obama and
Netanyahu made their case to the Jewish
community in webcasts hosted by JFNA.

“We didn’t debate Iran — we basi-
cally attacked each other,” said Richard
Sandler, JFNA’s incoming board chair,
noting how the conversation about the
deal in some instances devolved into ad
hominem attacks.

As Silverman put it in his plenary
address, “Something was markedly —
and dangerously — different about what
federations faced this past summer, as
many of them dealt with heated dis-
agreements about the Iran deal among
their community members and donors.
Too much of the language was vicious
and beyond the pale, and has no place in
our community.”

With some 3,000 Jewish communal
professionals, lay leaders and college stu-
dents present at the GA, which ran from
Sunday through Tuesday, healing was
the order of the day.

Despite his irreconcilable differ-
ences with Obama over Iran, Netanyahu
touted the unbreakable ties between
Israel and its American allies.

“There is only one Jewish people,
there is only one Jewish state,” the prime
minister said. “We must work together to
unite the Jewish people and secure the
Jewish state.”

Netanyahu also told the GA that he
would support the rights of non-
Orthodox Jews in Israel.

“As prime minister of Israel, I will
always ensure that all Jews can feel at
home in Israel — Reform Jews,

Conservative Jews, Orthodox Jews,” he
said to cheers.

While respect for diverse ideas was a
major theme of this year’s G.A., a con-
tingent of students who are Open Hillel
activists — several dozen of whom
protested outside of the conference
Sunday — said there were still too many
communal restrictions on dialogue
around the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Open Hillel seeks to amend Hillel
International’s guidelines on Israel pro-

gramming, such as those preventing
campus Hillel chapters from working
with groups that support Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) move-
ment targeting Israel.

Inside the Washington Hilton,
where the conference was held, the
“Think Forward” theme was also meant
to reference the new ideas that Jewish
groups may need to embrace due to
shifts in Jewish demographics and fund-
ing models. •

J
ewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee got plau-
dits at the recent JFNA General
Assembly for the mission to
Israel it sponsored this year for
local mainline Christian clergy.

Mark S. Freedman, executive 
director of the Nashville Federation,

described the mission during a special
session on “fedovations” intended to
showcase innovative programs that other
federations could use or adapt. The mis-
sion was also highlighted in a video
shown during the plenary session that
included footage of Freedman and the
mission’s co-leader,  Rabbi Mark Schiftan
of the Temple, as well as one of the par-
ticipants, Rev. Tom Gildemesiter of Belle
Meade United Methodist Church. 

The purpose of the mission was to
strengthen support for the Jewish state
among mainline Christian denomina-

tions by exposing influential local clergy
members to the Jewish people’s view of
Israel as their homeland as well as the
security issues it faces. The nine pastors
who participated have shared what they
learned with their congregations and the
broader Nashville community. 

“Following the breakout presenta-
tion and the video, I received numerous
inquiries from other communities who
are interested in replicating what we
accomplished in Nashville,” Freedman
said. “Building relationships with main-
line Christian churches needs to be an
essential element in pro-Israel advocacy.”

Also attending the GA from
Nashville were were Federation President
Carol Hyatt and board member Fred
Zimmerman, who also serves on the JFNA
Board of Trustees and recently concluded
a two-year tenure as chair of JFNA’s
Intermediate Federation Trustees. •

GA takes notice of Nashville
Federation’s Christian 
clergy mission to Israel 

Located in Green Hills between Wendy’s & Subway.   

Open from about 10-6 M-F & 10-4 Saturday. 

615-495-8125  www.cutecomfyshoes.com 

Largest selection of Naot in TN! 

Made in Israel!  Come, let us make your feet happy! 
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Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by taking

advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
Phone 615-354-1699 or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org



The Observer  December 2015 7

ACLF License 59   © 2015 Belmont Village, L.P.

belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

G R E E N  H I L LS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Winner of the George Mason University Healthcare Award for the  
Circle of Friends© memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment. 

Community Relations Communiqué

By ABBIE WOLF 

T
he attacks aren’t happen-
ing every day, but they’re
happening frequently
enough that I feel a sense
of dread when my phone
buzzes with the latest news. 

Last month, the
news was two terror
attacks in Israel with
five dead, including one
American boy spending
his gap year abroad. In
early October, an Israeli
couple was killed while
their four young chil-
dren looked on. Another Israeli family
was attacked by a terrorist in Jerusalem
— on the way to pray at the Western
Wall. The father was murdered. A man
who came to their aid was also murdered.
The mother was stabbed and even their
2-year-old was wounded. 

There are many other attacks – so
many shootings and stabbings. And it

isn’t just happening in Israel, of course.
In November, three assailants stabbed a
teacher at a Jewish school in Marseille,
yelling anti-Semitic slurs during the
attack. Also in November an Orthodox
Jew was repeatedly stabbed on the streets
of Milan.

And then there’s Paris. How can I
write about my sadness over the attacks
on Jews without writing about the pro-
found grief I feel about what happened
just days ago? One hundred and twenty
nine innocent lives cut short, and hun-
dreds of injured who will never be the
same. For them, and for so many others,
the grief is endless.

Sometimes it feels like the world is
fracturing and that there’s something
worse around every corner. I’m not proud
of it, but I’m afraid of what’s to come.
The fear started after September 11. I
had been house hunting and had signed
a lease the day before and was at the
Jersey Shore for a day of relaxation.  As I
watched the smoke billowing out of the
Twin Towers – or what was left of them –

Let the lights of Chanukah dispel darkness – and fear

Abbie Wolf

I felt like the world would never be the
same. And since then, in a sense, I’ve
been waiting for the other shoe to drop.
What would happen next? Would our
lives ever be the same?

And now, at an accelerating pace,
shoes seem to be dropping everywhere.
Every news story I watch, every
Facebook posting I read, there’s an accel-
erating feeling that things are worsening
and then worsening some more. And
that makes me afraid.

I know, I know – the terrorists win
when we’re afraid. We’re supposed to go
about our business and show that we won’t
be cowed. We’re supposed to show them
they don’t have the power to change our
daily lives. But that’s a hard thing to do
when shoes are dropping all around me.

So, though I’m not the most knowl-
edgeable Jew in our community (far from
it!), I turn to Judaism for comfort. And
as we move into Chanukah, there’s
much comfort to be had. When I think
about celebrating Chanukah as a child,
snippets of memories come flooding

back. The smell of latkes, my mom’s
smile as we opened gifts, the refrains of
Maoz Tzur, the jockeying with my broth-
er to be the one to choose the colors of
the candles that night. The night sky so
dark, my family’s faces illuminated with
soft, flickering light. 

There’s a reason we light candles
now – at the darkest time of the year,
when the days are short and cold. We add
one candle each night until all eight are
burning brightly, cutting the darkness
with their luminous beauty. As it has
been since the creation of the world,
light dispels darkness. Doubt and fear can
hover over us like dark clouds, whereas
trust and hope usher in the light.  

Happy Chanukah, everyone. May
the brightly burning candles stave off
darkness and fear, and inspire hope for a
world lit from within with hope, joy and
peace.

Abbie Wolf is the community relations
director for the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

From the 
Campaign Trail
Why I give and serve

By LISA PERLEN 

S
ince undertaking the role of
chairing the Federation’s
annual campaign this sum-
mer, I am often asked, “Lisa,
why are you doing this?”
Usually I reply that I serve

when and where need-
ed. But on reflection, I
don’t think that answer
is responsive. There is a
reason that I am proud
to be your 2016 cam-
paign chair. 

Quite frankly, I
anticipated having a
brief break between serving as co-chair of
the Grants Committee and the time I
would be sworn in as president of the
Federation. I planned to use this time to
work with current president, Carol Hyatt,
and plot out the course of my tenure. 

Things don’t always go as planned,
but when asked to serve, I didn’t hesitate
to say yes. The Nashville and Middle
Tennessee Jewish Community is vibrant
and active. We attempt to reach every-
one in the community by supporting pro-
grams that serve our seniors, infants,
children, teens, young adults, families
and singles. Without the Federation’s
annual campaign we couldn’t send teens
to Israel on Get Connected; we couldn’t
provide lunch or programming to our
seniors; we couldn’t have a Global Day
of Jewish Learning; we couldn’t support
Jews in need in the Ukraine or Yemen;
we couldn’t support French Jews making
aliyah to escape anti-Semitism. 

Our parents and grandparents gave to
the Federation (or the United Jewish

Appeal) because, as Jews, it has been and
always will be a duty to take care of our
own and to do so in a way that does not
leave those assisted beholden to those
who give. Each of us has a different reason
for giving, but stripped of all the rhetoric,
we give because it is meaningful to sup-
port others, because we have a duty of
care, because we can. We give so that our
children won’t see that there are Jews in
need in Nashville or Ukraine or Israel.
We give so that our seniors can continue
to participate in Jewish programming, so
that our teens and young adults can visit
Israel, so that our babies grow up with
Jewish content provided by PJ Library. 

I give. I give money. I give time. 
I hope. I hope the Federation

through its annual campaign can raise
the funds needed to continue the current
level of services. I hope we don’t have to
provide additional services to more Jews
seeking refuge. 

Why am I serving as campaign
chair? I serve because I follow a long tra-
dition of philanthropy and want to leave
a tradition of philanthropy for others to
follow. I serve because it is the right
thing to do. I serve because Am Yisroel
Chai – People of Israel Live. 

Please join me in this tradition of
giving. If you have time to make a few
calls, want to participate in Tzedakah
Tzunday (February 14), want to make a
gift or have a conversation, let me know.
I can be reached at
lisa.perlen@gmail.com. I look forward to
talking to you. •

Lisa Perlen is chair of the 2016 annual
campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.  

Lisa Perlen

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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It’s more than the horah: Nashville Israeli folk dance
group will hold special sessions for beginners this month

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

E
velyn Koch, a founding
member of the Nashville
Israeli Folk Dance Group,
likes to say there are three
benefits to its weekly sessions
– “good exercise, wonderful

Israeli music and great camaraderie.” 
The group, now well into its third

decade of existence, is among hundreds
around the world dedicated to a unique
art form that was invented quite con-
sciously in the mid-20th century by the
early citizens of modern day Israel as part
of a deliberate effort to create a unifying
culture for their new nation. 

The Nashville group, which meets
each Thursday from 7-9 p.m. at the Ben
Schulman Center for Jewish Life at
Vanderbilt University and each Friday
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. at Akiva School,
will hold special sessions for beginners
on Thursday, Dec. 10 and Friday, Dec.
11. (The Thursday group typically
devotes the first hour of its sessions to
beginning dances.) 

Koch has been an Israeli folk dancer
for years. “I started as a kid and just kept
at it,” she said. 

At a recent Friday session at Akiva,
she was joined by Judy Given, Nili
Friedman and Janet Epstein and Martha
Jaffa. 

“We’re an eclectic group,” said
Epstein, “but I think we all have an artis-
tic bent.”

While the Israeli folk dancing phe-

nomenon draws on Israel’s multicultural
heritage – North African, Middle
Eastern and, of course, East European –
contemporary composers and choreogra-
phers produce a remarkable variety of
new songs and dances every year that are
influenced by a wide range of cultures –
Ireland and Greece, Latin America, even
American hip hop. 

If Israeli folk dancing has any unify-
ing characteristic, it’s that the choreog-
raphy emphasizes group dancing – circle
dancing and line dancing, for instance –

aimed at instilling a sense of camaraderie
and unity, according to Sharon Morrow,
one of the leaders of the Thursday
evening sessions.

Morrow is living proof that one
need not be Jewish to enjoy Israeli folk
dancing. She first saw the art form per-
formed in the late 1980s at a local
church to music set to biblical Psalms. 

“I fell in love with the movements
instantly, never even having danced
before,” she said. 

In 1991, after attending the Fred
Burk Israeli Dance Camp in North
Carolina, Morrow (along with Koch and
several others) started teaching Israeli
folk dance classes at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. 

“It was not long afterward  that that
the current Nashville Israeli Dance
Group got its start at the JCC and we
have continued meeting weekly ever
since,” said Morrow, who has attended
numerous dance camps in the United
States over the years, as well as the huge
Karmiel Dance Festival held every year
in Israel.     

For Morrow, Israeli folk dancing
“expresses the love and heart of the
Jewish people. It doesn’t matter if one
cannot dance or cannot dance well. Just
get up and dance, as they say. The effort
is worth it.” •

Nili Friedman (from left), Evelyn Koch, Janet Epstein and Judy Given are members of the Israeli
Folk Dance group that meets weekly at Vanderbilt and Akiva School. 

The local chapter of Hadassah honored Bobbie Limor (center) as its Woman of Valor at
its 2015 Hadassah Donor Event. Limor was honored at an Oct. 25 dessert reception at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center for her service with the Hadassah local, regional and
national boards, furthering recognition of Young Judea camps and her activism in the
Jewish community, said Leslie Klein (right), president of the local chapter. National
Hadassah board member Barbara Pailet (left) spoke at the event, detailing ground-break-
ing medical research and treatments at the Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem. Also
paying tribute were Evelyn Koch, representing Congregation Sherith Israel and Akiva
Academy; Naomi Sedek and Danny Limor, representing the family, and Mark S. Freedman,
Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

A Woman of Valor

See what’s happening in the community.  Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Second City coming to GJCC for 
annual Big Night Out fundraiser 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he Second City didn’t
actually invent improvisa-
tional comedy, but the
Chicago-based comedy
company founded 56 years
ago has had an outsized

influence on the growth of a genre that
now includes dozens of similar troupes
across North America, not to mention
one of the most successful television
shows of all time – Saturday Night Live. 

One of The Second City’s touring
companies will perform on Jan. 16 at
The Big Night Out, the annual fundrais-
er for the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. Admission to the event, which
begins at 6:30 p.m. and will include
cocktail supper and silent auction, is
$118 a person. To buy tickets or make
reservations visit
www.nashvillejcc.org/big-night-out, call
(615) 354.1679 or email
bignightout@nashvillejcc.org. 

“There’s so much heaviness in the
world right now,” said Cindee Gold, chair

of this year’s fundraiser. “Sometimes we
need to just give people a chance to be
carefree and laugh. It’s important to laugh
– and to be able to laugh with members of
your community.” 

This year’s event will be the 30th
GJCC fundraiser, which was previously
known as the Main Event. To mark that
milestone, the people who have chaired
the fundraisers through the years will be

honored. Because Big Night Out pro-
vides crucial funding for the GJCC to
maintain its campus, operate its pre-
school and camp, and serve as a meeting
space for local Jewish organizations, “we
think it’s important to recognize those
who have given their time and effort to
make it happen,” Gold said. 

It’s appropriate that The Second
City is the featured act at this year’s Big
Night Out since the improvisational the-
ater movement in America is often
traced to a Jewish woman, Viola Spolin.
Working as the drama supervisor at Hull
House, the famous settlement for immi-
grants opened by Jane Addams in
Chicago’s Near West Side, Spolin
invented dozens of games in workshops

that helped the immigrants become
more spontaneous and confident in their
new culture. 

In the 1950s Spolin’s son, Paul Sills,
began playing his mother’s theater
games in front of live audiences in
Chicago with a few actor friends.
Eventually he founded improv acting
companies – first The Compass and
then The Second City. The latter
counts among its hundreds of alumni
some of America’s best known comedi-
ans and comic actors – from David
Steinberg, Joan Rivers and the husband-
and-wife team of Jerry Stiller and Anne
Meara to Saturday Night Live pioneers
John Belushi, Gilda Radner, Bill Murray
and Dan Akroyd to more recent stars
like Steve Carrell, Stephen Colbert,
Amy Poehler and Tina Fey. 

Today, The Second City is a mam-
moth comedy enterprise that includes
main stages in Chicago and Toronto, an
improvisational training center, video
productions and nine touring shows. The
one coming to Nashville is called The
Second City Hits Home, and its troupe
of comics creates a unique act for each
appearance that draws on the history,
current events and local characters of
the city in which it is performing. 

So those who attend the Big
Night out can expect songs and
sketches that poke fun at Nashville
and its peccadilloes. •

When they perform next month for the GJCC’s annual Main
Event fundraiser, members of The Second City Hits Home tour-
ing company will focus their classic Chicago-style sketch and
improv on Nashville’s history, local events and hot-button issues.
(Photo provided by The Second City)

accompanyed Haslam were philanthro-
pist and private investor Bernard A.

Pargh and his wife Maria; real
estate executive Arthur
Perlen, who also chairs the
Federation’s Community Re-
lations Committee; Vander-
bilt University business profes-
sor Mark A. Cohen, and
Federation Executive Director
Mark S. Freedman. 

The governor, who met
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
the country's former presi-
dent Shimon Peres, was seek-
ing to encourage trade and

investment opportunities and was par-
ticularly focused on high tech, biotech
and healthcare firms. 

In public remarks upon his return,
Haslam said he was impressed with
Israel’s entrepreneurial spirit and that
there had already been follow contacts
after the trip. •

Haslam to speak at 
The Temple about trade
mission to Israel 

T
ennessee Gov. Bill
Haslam will visit The
Temple this
month to talk
about his
recent trade

mission to Israel. 
The governor’s address,

arranged in cooperation with
the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, is scheduled for
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m.
and is open to the entire
community. 

Haslam led a 30-mem-
ber delegation to Israel from
Aug. 29-Sept. 3 organized by the
Tennessee Department of Economic
and Community Development and
Conexx, an Atlanta based organization
that promotes business ties between
Israel and companies in the
Southeastern United States. 

Among those from Nashville who

Gov. Bill Haslam

Support Our Advertisers!
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of advertising in the Observer.”

Dr. Jim Kirkconnell
Bellevue Eye Center



Both events are free and open to
the public. 

Makovsky is the Ziegler distin-
guished fellow at The Washington
Institute and director of the Project on
the Middle East Peace Process. His
appearance is sponsored by the Israel on
Campus Coalition with assistance from
Vanderbilt Hillel and the Community
Relations Committee of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. To RSVP or for more infor-
mation, contact Abbie Wolf, the
Federation’s community relations direc-
tor, at abbie@jewishnashville.org or
(615) 354-1637. 

Nelson, an emeritus English profes-
sor at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, is an activist in
higher education reform and co-editor
of the book The Case against Academic
Boycotts. His lecture is part of the
Vanderbilt Jewish Studies Program’s
speaker series Jewish Encounters:
Emnity, Amity and Engagement. •
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Cary NelsonDavid Makovsky

Vandy will offer two 
presentations on Dec. 2
and 3 on the Israeli-
Palestinian dispute 

V
anderbilt University will
host two speakers this
month who will offer
perspectives on the
Middle East Peace
process. 

David Makovsky, who recently
served as a senior advisor on a U.S.
State Department team trying to help
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
will provide an insider’s view of the
issues and personalities as well as the
prospects for peace during a presenta-
tion that begins at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Dec. 2 at the Vanderbilt
Student Life Center. A dessert reception
will follow. 

The following evening, Cary
Nelson, a founding member of Scholars
for Israel and Palestine and the Alliance
for Academic Freedom, will give a lec-
ture – One Land, Two States, Three
Narratives: A Proposal – that suggests
practical steps for the creation of a “two-
state dynamic” in the absence of a final
status peace agreement. The lecture
begins at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 3 in
Furman Hall 114. 

Defying stereotypes, Jewish life in the South is flourishing
By PAUL BERGER
The Forward

W
hen Courtney
Ferriter arrived six
years ago in the
p r e d o m i n a n t l y
Protestant com-
munity of Auburn,

Alabama, she needed a place where she
felt she belonged.

“You feel like you’re a bit of an out-
sider, so the natural inclination is, you
want to go find your people,” Ferriter said.

Ferriter, a graduate student at
Auburn University, found Congregation
Beth Shalom, a 25-year-old Reform syn-
agogue that is steadily growing in the
heart of the Bible Belt.

According to a new study conduct-
ed by Ira Sheskin, one of America’s lead-
ing experts on Jewish populations,
Congregation Beth Shalom is not
unusual. Sheskin, professor and chair of
the Department of Geography and
Regional Studies at the University of
Miami, gave the keynote address at the
recent conference of the Southern
Jewish Historical Society, which was
held this year in Nashville. 

Sheskin’s Oct. 31 presentation –
“The Changing Demographic Profile of
Jews in Southern Cities, 1950-Present”
– was sponsored by the B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge No. 46. Other local
sponsors of the conference included The
Temple, Congregation Sherith Israel
and the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee. 

In his address, Sheskin said that

while there is some truth to the cliché of
the dying, small Southern Jewish com-
munity, there are also plenty of new
small communities springing up and
flourishing across the South. Moreover,
this flourishing has taken place against
the backdrop of a broader growth of
Jewish life in major Southern cities.

The extent to which those trends are
reflected in Nashville will become more
clear next month when demographers
from Brandeis University are expected to
begin releasing the results of the first sci-
entific survey of the local Jewish popula-
tion in more than a decade.

During the 60-year period that
Sheskin examined, the percentage of
America’s Jewish population living in
the northeast fell to 44 percent from 68
percent. During the same period, the
percentage of American Jews living in
the West grew to 24 percent from 10
percent, and the percentage of Jews liv-
ing in the South, including Florida, grew
to 21 percent from 8 percent.

Sheskin said that while much of the
growth of Jewish life in the South can be
attributed to a rise in the Jewish popula-
tions of Florida, Maryland and the
District of Columbia, that’s not the only
factor. Since 1960, excluding those three
areas, the number of Southern Jews more
than doubled to 508,000, he said.

While Atlanta accounts for a large
part of the growth of that growth — its
Jewish population was 120,000 last year,
up from 77,000 people in 1997 — the
Jewish communities of Houston and
Dallas in Texas, Charlotte in North
Carolina, and Richmond and Tidewater

in Virginia have experienced consider-
able growth, too. 

Sheskin’s study also challenges the
notion that small Jewish communities
are dying out.

It is true that the South has seen a
significant migration to large cities: This
year, 81% of Southern Jews live in com-
munities of 25,000 Jews or more, com-
pared with 50% in 1960. But the region
has also seen the birth of many small
Jewish communities.

Sheskin’s study found that the num-
ber of small Jewish communities —
defined as those numbering between
100 and 500 Jews — has bounced back
to levels not seen since 1960. This year
there were almost 100 such small Jewish
communities, up from 62 in 2008.

Sheskin, who based his study most-
ly on data he collected as co-editor of
the 2015 American Jewish Yearbook,

cautioned that the increase could be
partly due to his surveying methods. He
said that he discovered many new com-
munities by searching the Internet or by
using increasingly detailed studies con-
ducted by the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life, two
resources that were not available to
researchers until more recent years.

However, Sheskin added that the
proliferation of small Jewish communi-
ties is also real.

While many small Jewish communi-
ties are dying out as the economies of
these Southern towns contract, profes-
sional Jews are being lured to other com-
munities where jobs in academia, medi-
cine and business are plentiful, he said. • 

This article originally appeared in The
Forward on Nov. 10 and is reprinted here
with permission. 
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In time for Chanukah, the nine best Jewish books of the season
By VICTOR WISHNA

(JTA) —To help you find that per-
fect Hanukkah present for the avid read-
ers in your life – or something good to
read around the fireplace as the cool
weather sets in – check out our selection
of notable new reads, all with a Jewish
twist. Whether you’re interested in fic-
tion, non-fiction, memoir or graphic
novels, we’ve got you covered.

The Devil in Jerusalem (St. Martin’s
Press)
By Naomi Ragen

The tenth novel by best-selling
American-born Israeli author Ragen is a
crime thriller based on real events from a
well-known Jerusalem court case. When
two young brothers are brought to
Hadassah Hospital with horrific injuries,
an Israeli detective finds herself navigat-
ing her way through the Old City streets
and parsing kabbalistic texts and cult rit-
uals in pursuit of answers. Although
Ragen has often written about the hare-
di realm — her early bestsellers were set
in the Israeli Orthodox neighborhoods
of Mea Shearim and B’nei B’rak — she
has said in an interview with the Jewish
Book Council that this novel “is about
psychopaths who happen to be a part of
the Jewish world.”

Hunger Makes Me a Modern Girl
(Riverhead Books)
By Carrie Brownstein 

Before Brownstein made her name
nationally as co-creator and co-star of
IFC’s “Portlandia” (alongside Fred
Armisen), she was already an icon to
fans of her feminist punk band Sleater-
Kinney. And before that she was an
ambitious Jewish girl growing up in the
Pacific Northwest. This deeply personal
memoir reveals her journey from her
childhood in Washington — with an
anorexic mother and a father who would
eventually come out of the closet — to
her days as a pioneer of an underground
music movement, to a career that earned
her a spot as the only woman on a
Rolling Stone list of the 25 Most
Underrated Guitarists of All-Time —
and well beyond.  

The Mystics of Mile End (William
Morrow Paperbacks)
By Sigal Samuel

The half-Hasidic, half-hipster Mile
End section of Montreal, where this
beautifully written debut novel is set,
allows Samuel to explore a range of
interlocking and conflicting themes:
religion, science, chaos, order, love, grief
— and, of course, the many pathways to
find meaning in life. The lives of David,
a professor of Jewish mysticism, and his
two teenage children, are all set on
divergent trajectories by the tragic death
of their wife and mother. The narrative
is energized by a format that gives each
of the three main characters the chance
to tell their own story from a first-person
perspective.

Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed
History of the Jewish Deli (NYU
Press)
By Ted Merwin

For those who have longed for an
entertaining academic treatise on the
evolution of a distinctly Jewish and
American phenomenon, have no fear:
“The first full-length history of the New

York Jewish deli,” as its blurb announces,
is here. Merwin’s tasty exploration of deli
cuisine and culture also tracks larger
shifts in the American Jewish experi-
ence, particularly in the post-World War
II period when delis upstaged shuls as
Jewish gathering places. The book
explores how delis faced a period of
decline, alongside urban Jewish popula-
tions — only to rise again in recent years
as an iconic cultural symbol.

Falafel Nation: Cuisine and the
Making of a National Identity in Israel
(University of Nebraska Press)
By Yael Raviv

What? More food? Please, like
there’s such a thing as Jews talking too
much about what to eat. Consider this
exploration of the role food has played in
the evolution of Zionism and the State
of Israel as a thought-provoking alterna-
tive to your annual American turkey-
and-stuffing conversations. “Falafel
Nation” delves into the power struggles,
moral dilemmas and the religious, ideo-
logical and ethnic affiliations that shape
the character of modern Israelis — and
how that all relates to the region’s
diverse cuisine. Raviv, who runs New
York’s biannual Umami Food and Art
Festival, gives us quite a bit of intellectu-
al fare to digest.

The Pawnbroker (Fig Tree Books)
By Edward Lewis Wallant (with a new
foreword by Dara Horn)

Originally published in 1961 — and
made into an acclaimed film in 1964 —
this novel about a former Polish univer-
sity professor and concentration camp
survivor in East Harlem was one of the
first American works of fiction to deal
with the trauma of the Holocaust from
the perspective of a character who lived
through it. This reissued edition, with a
new foreword by novelist Dara Horn (“A
Guide for the Perplexed”), reveals that
the tale’s depictions of the Shoah’s trau-
matic aftereffects (terror-filled dreams,
flashbacks, crushing guilt) — and its
examination of the sometimes troubled
relationships between Jews and other
American minority groups — remain
just as powerful today.

Schmuck (Alternative Comics)
By Seth Kushner (with art by multiple
contributors)

The Kickstarter campaign that,
well, kick-started this wonderfully enjoy-
able work promoted it as “a semi-autobi-
ographic novel anthology about one
schmuck’s quest for love and the mean-

ing of life in New York City.” Fair
enough, though the description doesn’t
begin to capture the hilarity and
poignancy that emerges when this col-
lection of 22 comics — all short stories
by Kushner, each with a different, talent-
ed illustrator — is taken as a whole. The
portrait painted (or, rather, drawn and
inked) is of a not-so-young nebbish
whose openness to sharing life’s foibles
makes his character quite likable. In a
heartbreaking twist, Kushner, a respect-
ed freelance photographer as well as
writer, passed away earlier this year and
wasn’t able to see his fine book in print.

The Sea Beach Line (Fig Tree Books)
By Ben Nadler

Izzy Edel, the protagonist of Nadler’s

second novel, is the best kind of hero:
interesting and deeply flawed. Having
been booted from Oberlin for drug use,
the 20-something drifter returns to
“post-Giuliani” New York City, where he
attempts to track down his estranged
father, who is missing and possibly dead.
In the process of seeking answers, he
takes over his father’s outdoor book-
selling business and delves into his world
of hustlers, gangsters and religious char-
acters. Oh, yes — he also meets the girl
of his dreams. Rife with references to
Jewish folktales and the Talmud,
Nadler’s tale is part mystery, part love
story and part tribute to Jewish customs
and curiosities.

Then Comes Marriage: United States
v. Windsor and the Defeat of DOMA
(W.W. Norton & Co.)
By Roberta Kaplan, with Lisa Dickey

Prominent litigator Kaplan — the
architect of the 2013 Supreme Court
case that brought down the Defense of
Marriage Act and compelled the feder-
al government to recognize same-sex
marriages — weaves legal drama with
personal narrative for a behind-the-
scenes look that is both inspiring and
genuine. Beyond the account of the
Jewish couple at the center of the case
— widow Edie Windsor, whose 40-plus-
year relationship with her late wife
entitled her to zero spousal rights in the
government’s eyes — Kaplan delves
into her own story, from her fears that
coming out as a gay woman would dis-
tance her from her Jewish community
to creating a loving, Jewish family with
her wife, Rachel. •
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Have a Happy Chanukah

Chanukah in Nashville culminates with annual
GJCC festival featuring Bernie’s latkes, chanukiot
competition and music by The Marvelous Toy

T
hough he’s never counted,
Bernie Pargh estimates
that he and his latke cook-
ing team prepare more
than 500 of the tradition-
al potato pancakes every

year for the Gordon Jewish Community
Center’s annual Chanukah Festival. 

The latke makers will be doing their
thing again at this year’s festival from 4-
7 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 13 at the GJCC
Campus, 801 Percy Warner Blvd. The
annual ritual will be somewhat bitter-
sweet for them, however, as they remem-
ber longtime team member Marshall
Karr, who died unexpectedly earlier this
year. 

“He stood side by side with me for
20 years,” Pargh said of his friend. “It will
be a day when we remember him fondly
and miss him terribly.” 

Admission to the festival is $12 for
adults and $5 for children (with a $30
cap for families) and includes a full din-
ner of latkes, salmon, tossed salad, fresh
fruit, baked pasta for fish-phobic chil-
dren and, of course, sufganiyot, the jelly-
stuffed donuts traditionally eaten on
Chanukah. 

As in previous years, the festival
will feature arts and craft activities such
as coloring sheets, edible dreidels, face
painting, and a family photo booth.

There also will be Chanukah themed
games and relay races led by Jack
Simon, the director of the GJCC’s
Camp Davis and children’s program-
ming, who advises children to be on the
lookout for the gelt fairy and his over-
flowing stash of chocolate coins.
Families are urged to bring their own
chanukiot and candles and participate in
a candle lighting ceremony scheduled
for 4:30 p.m. 

New to the festival this year is a
Most Creative Chanukiah competition.
Families can construct their own
chanukiot and display them at the festi-
val, and those who attend will vote on
their favorite chanukiah. The winner will
receive a $100 gift certificate towards
either Camp Davis 2016 or the GJCC’s
Early Childhood Education Center. 

After dinner, there will be an
evening of family friendly music featur-

ing Marc Rossio, aka The Marvelous
Toy, who hails from Columbus, Ohio and
performs music rooted in Jewish tradi-
tion that the whole family can enjoy.
Keeping with the tradition of previous
years, the performance will culminate
with a community wide preschool sing-a-
long. 

For questions about the event, menu
or the chanukiot competition, contact
Jack Simon at jack@nashvillejcc.org.•

NowGen Nashville will party at Predators’
annual Jewish Heritage Night on Dec. 10

N
owGen Nashville, a
group for young Jewish
professionals sponsored
by the Jewish
Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee,

is planning an event on Thursday Dec.
10 as part of the Nashville Predators’
annual Jewish Heritage Night. 

The get together will be from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. in a party room in Bridgestone
Arena provided by the Predators prior to
the 7 p.m. game with the Stanley Cup
Champion Chicago Blackhawks. 

NowGen has also reserved a block
of discounted tickets for the game.
To order one, go to
www.nashvillepredators.com/jfn. Log
in using your existing account or cre-
ate a new account, then click on the
Predators-Blackhawk game and type
the promo code JFN in the box labeled

“access an offer.” For each ticket pur-
chased, NowGen will receive $10,
which will be used to defray the cost of
the annual Purim Masquerade.

For more information email
Carolyn Hecklin Hyatt, the Federation’s
community engagement associate, at
carolynh@jewishnashville.org. •

Happy Chanukah
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CHANUKAH 2015 IN NASHVILLE
Saturday, Dec. 5
• The Temple will have a Chanukah Tot Shabbat and Latke Lunch at

10:30 a.m. featuring music, stories, crafts and snacks with Rabbi Shana
Mackler and Jan Huettner. 

Sunday, Dec. 6
• Congregation Sherith Israel Sisterhood will hold its annual Latke

Supper from 6-8 p.m. in the synagogue’s social hall, which will be bright-
ly lit with strings of holiday lights. The event will include a silent auc-
tion, music, great food and more. Bring your own menorah and candles
to light your table. Admission is $12 for those 12 and older, $6 for chil-
dren ages 3-11, and free for children under  (with a family maximum of
$36). For tickets call the shul at (615) 292-6614.

Monday, Dec. 7
• The Temple women’s group WELL (Women Engaged in Living and

Learning) will hold its Chanukah Hoopla and Gift Exchange at 5 p.m. To
RSVP, contact Mitzie Russell at (615) 352-7620. 

• The Temple Preschool will celebrate the lights of Chanukah through an
exploration of light with Mr. Bond the Science Guy at 10 a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 8
• NowGen Nashville will hold its annual Chanukah Happy Hour. For the

time and location, check the website at www.nowgennashville.org/.

Wednesday, Dec. 9
• The Temple will have a Chanukah dinner for mid-week Hebrew students

and their families after class at 5:30 p.m. In addition to dinner, there will
be games and a menorah lighting.

Thursday, Dec. 10
• The Nashville Predators will host their sixth annual Jewish Heritage

Night as they face the Stanley Cup Champion Chicago Blackhawks. The
game against the Stanley Cup champion Chicago Blackhawks begins at
7 p.m. Ticket promotions benefitting several Jewish organizations are
available.

• The Temple will hold a menorah lighting ceremony at 5:15 p.m. for pre-
school families. 

Friday, Dec. 11
• Chabad of Nashville will host a special Chanukah TGIS celebration that

will include a spirited Chanukah Kabbalat Shabbat followed by a sit-
down Shabbat dinner consisting of traditional Chanukah delicacies like
sufganiyot, latkes and more. The event begins at 6:30 p.m. at Chabad of
Nashville, 95 Bellevue Road. There is no charge, although those who
attend are requested to RSVP to chabadnashville@gmail.com.

• The Temple Chanukah Shabbat service at 6 p.m. will be followed by a
latke oneg with the Mazel Tones, the Junior Choir. A pre-oneg begins at
5:15 p.m. 

• West End Synagogue will host a Southern Fried Chanukah dinner
catered by Bobbie Limor following the 6 p.m. service. The cost is $18 for
adults, $10 for children 7-12, $5 for children 3-6, and free for children
under three with a family maximum of $45. Please RSVP to office@wes-
tendsyn.org by Dec. 8. 

• Congregation Micah will hold its annual Chanukah Family Dinner.
Shabbat services begin at 6 p.m. and will feature songs by the Micah
Children’s Academy and the Kids/Teen Choir. After the lighting of the
chanukiah at 7 p.m., there will be a dinner featuring a main dish, drinks,
latkes and dessert. Those attending are asked to bring a non-dairy side dish
that serves 8-10 people. To participate in the chanukiah contest, make your

own working chanukiah out of found items. Winners will be determined by
which chanukiah receives the most votes with quarters, and the money will
be donated to a local charity. Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren ages 3-12. Tickets to a raffle can be purchased for $5. RSVP by
Monday, Dec. 7 at www.congregationmicah.org/chanukah-dinner .

• The second annual Micah Children’s Academy Chanukah Festival
begins at 10 a.m. Toddlers and tiny tots (15 months to 2 years) will cele-
brate with age appropriate activities from 10-11 a.m. Preschoolers and
pre-k (3-5 years) will celebrate with age appropriate activities between 11
a.m.-noon. All families with children in these age groups are invited to
attend and participate.

Saturday, Dec. 12
• Chabad of Nashville will hold a class for women at 1 p.m. celebrating

the role of Jewish women in the home and sharing the story of the famous
Jewish heroines throughout the ages, include the Chanukah heroine
Yehudit, who killed the Roman general trying to annihilate the Jewish
people. The class will be at the Chabad center, 95 Bellevue Road. 

Sunday, Dec. 13
• West End Synagogue will celebrate Rosh Chodesh Tevet from 10:45

p.m-12:15 p.m. with a Chanukah zimriyah (sing along) featuring the Beit
Miriam lower school students; “The Macabees: Then and Now,” per-
formed by the 9th graders and directed by Jenny Nissenson, and a gradu-
ation pancake breakfast/brunch with latkes prepared by the WES
Sisterhood.

• West End Synagogue will provide an opportunity for everyone to give
the gift of life on the seventh day of Chanukah by participating in a
WES/Red Cross blood drive from 8:30 a.m. -1 p.m. Register online at
www.redcrossblood.org and use the code WestEndTN. 

• NowGen Nashville is partnering with PJ Library to host a family
Chanukah crafts and story time from 3-4 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center preceding the GJCC’s annual Chanukah Festival
that begins at 4 p.m. 

There will be the lighting ceremonies for the Metro menorah at the
Riverfront Park on Dec. 7 and the State Capitol menorah at Charlotte and
6th avenues on Dec. 8. Check chabadnashville.com for the exact times.
Chabad of Nashville also will host a special Israeli Chanuakh party that
will include lots of Israeli spirit, Chanukah songs in Hebrew and sufaniyot.
Check the website for the exact date and time. Chabad will also be distrib-
uting free Chanukah kits to all who need one that include a menorah, can-
dles, a dreidel and a gift. Just come by the Chabad Center at 95 Bellevue
Road to pick one up.
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Moving towards an exciting future: 
Fall brings changes at Hillel

carrie mills 

pet paintings 

615-210-5044 
csmills4@hotmail.com 
carriemillsdesign.com 

Fine Furniture • Rug Gallery • Leather Gallery • Casual Dining • Recliner Gallery 
Home Office • Kids’ Furniture • Mattress Center • Accessories • PLUS Interior Design Service

Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy Chanukah.

The Sprintz Family

Nashville: 325 White Bridge Pike 
(615) 352-5912 (Mattress Center 350-1316)

Cool Springs: 1965 Mallory Lane
(615) 236-1700 (Mattress Center 350-1421)

*** Midtown location 
remains open 

thru first quarter of 2016!

ent of the university.
While we have worked closely with

Vanderbilt to minimize any negative con-
sequences of this new status, any time an
organization experiences this sort of sud-
den, intrinsic change, what can be expect-
ed is the unexpected – uncertainty bearing
risk as well as opportunity.  Hillel’s dedi-
cated staff, committed board of directors
and inspiring student leaders have been
working tirelessly to ensure that we con-
tinue to thrive in this new dynamic.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee has played an
important role in support of Hillel during
the transitional period. “The Federation
has worked in close partnership with Hillel
over the past two years,” said Executive
Director Mark S. Freedman.  “We want to
ensure that Hillel will continue to have
the necessary financial resources to deliver
high quality programs and services that
meet the needs of the many students who
come through the doors of Hillel.”

As we move forward into this excit-

ing future, Hillel has started the semester
off with a bang.  In addition to fantastic
programs and opportunities for students
to get involved, Hillel has installed a
beautiful “Dor L’Dore” Donor Tree,
underwritten by a generous gift from Ben
Schulman (EN ’38) and supported by a
wide range of people who understand the
value of Vanderbilt Hillel.  Over 50
leaves bearing the names of alumni, par-
ents, students, and community members
have already been purchased and adorn
the tree. In addition, over twenty young
alumni have added their names to the
young alumni acorns.

The Dor L’Dore Tree was unveiled
during Reunion Weekend, October 23-
25 and over the course of the weekend
events many people stopped by Hillel to
see the new addition to our lounge area.
The tree was officially dedicated at a
brunch on Oct. 25 honoring those who
had already purchased leaves and acorns. 

Barbara Mendel Mayden, board
president, spoke and thanked all who
had already contributed and encouraged
others to support Hillel. 

“As we look ahead, the board is
focusing attention on ensuring Hillel’s
financial stability, explaining to current
and future donors the new nature of our
funding as well as our immediate and long
term financial needs,” she said.
Separation from Vanderbilt includes sep-
aration from Vanderbilt’s systems and
operations, she said, likening Hillel to “…
a start-up business that must be funded
through the generosity of supporters who
understand that every dollar we raise is
critical to our mission of fostering Jewish
identity on campus.” 

We hope you will stop by Hillel to
see for yourself how beautiful the tree
looks in our lounge, grab a bite to eat at
Grins, and consider adding your name.
For more information, feel free to con-
tact me at ari.dubin@vanderbilt.edu.

Ari Dubin is executive director of
Vanderbilt Hillel.

By ARI DUBIN

T
he last few months have
seen tremendous changes
at Vanderbilt Hillel.  In
addition to the bittersweet
farewells we bid to last
year’s seniors, and the

excitement of welcoming yet another
stellar class to campus, we have also said
goodbye to Hillel’s beloved Assistant
Director and Rabbi, Joshua Barton,
while hiring Julie Sugar as our new direc-
tor of Jewish Student Life.

On top of these changes, Hillel has
been engaged in a long negotiation with
Vanderbilt University over our future
relationship and organizational struc-
ture.  The conclusion of these discus-
sions is that Hillel is venturing forth as a
separate, independent entity.  The Ben
Schulman Center for Jewish Life will
remain our home, but in all other ways
Vanderbilt Hillel will now be independ-

Executive Director Ari Dubin (far left) and members of Vanderbilt Hillel with the new Dor
L’Dore Tree that already has 50 leaves bearing the names of those who have helped support
Hillel’s transition to an institution independent of the university. 
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MARY AND HARRY ZIMMERMAN 
YOUTH EXCHANGE ENDOWMENT FUND 

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
AGE STUDENT INCENTIVE GRANTS

Over thirty years of research on the impact of the Israel Experience 
has shown that teens are at a critical time of development when they 
are shaping their patterns of adult Jewish identity and loyalties. An Israel 
program can enhance or complement a formal Jewish education.  It can 
also affect those who may have been deprived of a rich Jewish life. Positive 
moments and memories are central factors in the development of affirming 
group identification. The purpose is to strengthen Jewish identity.

The next generation’s commitment to the Jewish people can be 
greatly affected by the experience of being in Israel as a teen. The Jewish 
Federation of Nashville realizes this benefit and encourages families to 
consider sending their young people to Israel by offering incentive grants. 
These grants are available to 9th-12th graders as well as college students 
through the Mary & Harry Zimmerman Youth Exchange Endowment 
Fund. Programs that may qualify for partial scholarship grants include 
March of the Living, NFTY, Ramah, USY, Volunteers for Israel, High School 
in Israel and BBYO.

For more information please contact Lauren Rosentreter, office 
administrator, at laurenr@jewishnashville.org or at 615.354.1668

Happy Chanukah

A
kiva school’s 2015-
2016 annual fund drive
is underway with a goal
of raising $500,00o.  

“The cost of edu-
cating a student at

Akiva is not fully covered by tuition,
making our annual fund critical to day-
to-day operations,” said Lynn Heady,
head of school. “As you know, our goals
are to provide students with the most
exciting and relevant education and to
prepare them for their next steps, what-
ever they may be.” 

For more information about the
annual fund, contact Marci Rosenblum,
Akiva marketing specialist, at (615) 356-
1880 or mrosenblum@akivanashville.net. 

Aside from the fund drive, two
community events this month will offer
a chance to have fun while helping raise
money for the school. 

The first is the is a book fair from 1-
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6 at the Barnes &
Noble Bookstore at 1701 Mallory Lane
in Cool Springs. A portion of each pur-
chase by those who mention Akiva a
checkout will go to the school. The

event also will include readings by Akiva
Head of School Lynn Heady and other
faculty members as well as an art exhibit
and performance by Akiva students. 

Those who can’t be at the fair can
still support Akiva by visiting the web-
site bn.com/bookfairs from Dec. 6-12. A
percentage of the purchases by those
who enter the book fair ID no.
11671849 at checkout will benefit
Akiva School.

Meanwhile, Akiva will benefit from
tickets sold for the Nashville Predators’
sixth annual Jewish Heritage Night on
Thursday, Dec. 10, the fifth night of
Chanukah. 

Special discounted tickets ($61.25 for
the lower level and $31.25 for the upper
level) can be ordered online by going to
www.nashvillepredators.com/akiva and
entering the promo code AKIVA. For
each ticket purchased to the 7 p.m.
game against the Stanley Cup
Champion Chicago Blackhawks, Akiva
receives $10. 

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets by phone call Dan Althoff
at (615) 770-2043. •

Annual fund drive, book
fair and Preds’ Jewish
Heritage Night offer
chances to help Akiva
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With Pride, With Joy and With Gratitude 
The Temple Welcomes Its Newest Member Families

(Fall 2014 to Fall 2015)

P id W

Please join us as we welcome our newest members of The Temple family during our 
Chanukah Shabbat on Friday, December 11th at 6:00 PM

The Temple
       Congregation Ohabai Sholom
a congregation of the heart, a community of the spirit

Lauren & 
John Beckman

Benjamin & Hannah

Andrew Bubis

Rachel Bubis

Toby Cannon

Adam Brinkman & 
Scott Chaiet

Delilah Cohn

Lauren Widelitz & 
Jeremy Cutler

Erin Graves & 
Zac Cypress

Julie & 
Adam Dretler

Cole & Ryan

Megan & 
David Eskind

Becca Jensen & 
Ryan Fleischman

Cormac

Linda & Jimmy Flexer

Lisa & 
Richard Forberg

Jessica & 
Andrew Ginsberg

Chase & Julia

Sarah & 
Stephen Glicken

Thomas

Sherry Goodman

Brie Robinson & 
Christopher Hill

Elise & 
Herb Jacobs

Ellen & Michael Jester
Ava, Mason & Scott

Lesley & 
Robert Kamenshine

Jennifer & 
Todd Kornblit
Molly & Morgan

Nancy Gold & 
Carleton Lett

Ellen & 
Allen Lishkowitz

Mollie & 
Jesse Mann

Elizabeth & Jacob

Linda Miller

Wendy & Jack Neinken

Jill Eller & 
Bill O’Connell

Carol & Dan Orsborn

Kelli Turner & 
Tom Ostrander

Emily & Evan

Hannah Porteous

Lyndi Stein & 
Justin Rearden

Tali Rosenblum

Amy & 
Ben Rosenblum

Bre & 
Evan Russell

Ari

Quin & Josh Segall
E.B. & Samantha

Mary Beth Stone

Elina Livshits & 
Daniel Tannenbaum

Michelle Trachtman

Carley Gordon & 
Brandon Westfall

Robyn & 
Sam Yazdian

Jennifer Young
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Financial Aid available 
for Jewish 
Overnight 
Summer 
Camp

Many of us remember those summers at camp that inspired our 
connection to Judaism – the singing after dinner or Havdalah on the 
edge of the lake at sunset. The Jewish summer camp experience creates 
community for life, not just for a summer.

Year after year our children return from camp with stories, memories 
and friendships. For many of them it is the first time they’re surrounded 
by all things Jewish. Overnight Jewish camping is wonderful way to 
introduce children to the joy and celebration of Jewish traditions.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee realizes 
the importance of building Jewish life and makes financial assistance 
available on a need basis for  students to attend Jewish summer camps. 
If you know someone who could benefit from this information, please 
share it. To request information on summer camp opportunities or for 
a scholarship application, please contact Lauren Rosentreter at the 
Jewish Federation at laurenr@jewishnashville.org or 354-1668 and send 
completed applications to campscholarships2016@jewishnashville.org .

  All inquiries are confidential. The deadline for submitting applications 
is February 28, 2016.

Nashville BBYO chapters honor Holocaust 
survivors during A Shabbat to Remember

T
wo Holocaust survivors
were among the 30 mem-
bers of the local Jewish
community who took part
last month in the BBYO
Global Shabbat dinner in

Nashville. 
Global Shabbat is an annual BBYO

event, and in keeping with this year’s
theme – A Shabbat to Remember – hun-
dreds of BBYO groups in 15 countries
heard first-hand accounts from
Holocaust survivors, who were then
inducted as honorary members of the
Aleph Zadik Aleph (AZA) and B’nai
B’rith Girls (BBG), BBYO's high
school leadership fraternity and sorori-
ty. The honorary memberships were a
way of restoring – at least symbolically
– the childhoods stolen from them by
the Nazis. 

In Nashville, Frances Cutler Hahn
and her husband, George Hahn, were
inducted by Joseph Weil, 16, a member
of the Athens of the South, the local
AZA chapter. 

The couple shared their stories of
survival during the dinner, which was
held at the home of BBG member
Lauren Rosen just days before the 77th
anniversary of Kristallnacht. 

“I was inspired to listen to the stories
of such wonderful people who were pun-
ished for doing nothing wrong. Soon
there will be no survivors and it will be

our job to carry on their stories,” Weil
said. “It was my pleasure to induct
Frances and George Hahn in to BBYO
because when they were teens, they
weren’t able to join. But the lesson we
learn is to keep their stories alive and to
never forget.”

Frances Hahn was born in Paris,

sent by her parents to a Catholic chil-
dren’s home to avoid deportation by the
Nazis and moved to America after the
war to live with her aunt and uncle. 

“It was amazing to share our stories
with so many Jewish teens in the
Nashville community,” she said. “The
teens are really remarkable.”

In advance of Global Shabbat,
BBYO’s international presidents,
Grand Aleph Godol Colin Silverman
and N’siah Lauren Keats, said in a
statement that the event was intended
“to create celebratory and open spaces
so that survivors can share their stories.
As the last generation to have the
opportunity to hear from these sur-
vivors firsthand, it is up to us to make
the most of this gift so that we will
never forget the atrocities of the
Holocaust or the lessons of strength
and perseverance of the Jewish people.” 

A Shabbat to Remember was intro-
duced in July at BBYO’s International
Kallah, where where eight Holocaust
survivors joined hundreds of teens from
around the globe in learning, singing
and dancing. Throughout the weekend,
the teens had the opportunity to hear
the survivors’ stories and commit to
share them with future generations. At
the end of the weekend, the survivors
were also inducted as honorary mem-
bers of AZA and BBG. The Global
Shabbat celebrations in Nashville and
around the world in were a continua-
tion of this meaningful experience.

For more information about BBYO
in Nashville  and more meaningful
Jewish experiences in the area, please
contact Sheri Rosenberg, Nashville
city director at 615-354-1659 or
sherirosenberg@bbyo.org. •

Holocaust survivor George Hahn and Joseph
Weil, president of Athens of the South AZA.

Holocaust survivor Frances Cutler Hahn and
Rebecca Rabiner, Music City BBG president. 

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?
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HAPPY 
CHANUKAH
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7066 Hwy 70 South  .  Nashville, TN 37221  .  (615) 646-1400
www.redspirits.com

FOR EVERY NIGHT YOU CELEBRATE!

Linda and JJ Amsel

Take this Opportunity

to Wish the Entire 

Nashville Community

Hag Hanukkah Sameach.

As we light the candles 

together may it hasten 

the coming of the 

Messiah to Israel.
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Go figure: Pew study on religion in America finds prayer and
Torah study up among U.S. Jews but belief in God down 

By URIEL HEILMAN

NEW YORK (JTA) — Do you
experience feelings of peace and well-
being at least once a week? Did God
write the Torah? Do you eat bacon?

If these questions seem a little per-
sonal, don’t fret. They’re all part of a
new Pew Research Center survey on
American religion released Tuesday that
shows moderate declines in religious
beliefs and behavior among Americans
generally, but growth among Jews in
some key religious categories.

Some 847 of the 35,000 Americans
in the Pew telephone survey between
June and September 2014 identified
themselves as Jews by religion — far
fewer than the 3,475 Jews interviewed
for Pew’s landmark 2013 survey of U.S.
Jewry. (Unlike the new survey, the ’13
study also counted as Jews those of “no
religion” who identified themselves as
Jewish by culture, parentage or feeling).
But there’s still plenty of interesting data
on Jewish beliefs, practice and voting
patterns in the new survey.

Here are some of the study’s more
interesting findings:

Growing prayer and Torah study
Compared with the last time Pew

surveyed Americans about religion in
2007, the percentage of Jews who said
religion is very important to them grew
from 31 percent to 35 percent.
Similarly, the percentage who said they
attend religious services weekly or more
often grew from 16 percent to 19 per-
cent; the proportion of Jews who said
they read “scripture” at least weekly
grew from 14 percent to 17 percent, and
the percentage of those who said they
participate in prayer groups or religious
study groups at least weekly grew from
11 percent to 16 percent.

However, it’s important to note that
most of those increases are within the
survey’s margin of error for Jewish
respondents, which is 4.2 percentage
points. On the question of the propor-
tion of Jews who attend religious servic-
es weekly or more, for example, there is
inconsistency between this survey’s find-
ing of 19 percent and Pew’s 2013 finding
of 14 percent. Alan Cooperman, Pew’s
director of religion research, said the
numbers are within the two surveys’
combined margins of error, but that the

questions were also asked slightly differ-
ently, so direct comparisons are tricky.

The meaning of life
Jews think about the meaning and

purpose of life less than other American
religious groups — 45 percent of Jews
compared to 64 percent of Muslims, 61
percent of Protestants, 52 percent of
Catholics and 59 percent of Buddhists.
The survey found that 70 percent of
Jews feel a strong sense of gratitude at
least once a week.

Did God write the Bible?
Eleven percent of Jews believe the

Torah is the literal word of God. That’s
about the same proportion as Orthodox
Jews within the U.S. Jewish population
overall. An additional 26 percent of
Jews believe the Torah is the non-literal
word of God and 55 percent believe the
Torah was written by men. Compared to
other religious groups in America, Jews
have the lowest proportion of adherents
who believe God wrote the Bible
(except for Buddhists, who don’t believe
in the Bible).

Jews also read the Bible less than
other religious Americans. Among Jews,
17 percent of respondents said they read
the Bible outside of services at least
weekly, compared to 35 percent for all
Americans, 52 percent of Protestants
and 25 percent of Catholics.

Meanwhile, belief in God fell
among Jews, from 72 percent in 2007 to
64 percent in 2014. 

Daily prayer 
Most Jewish survey respondents —

53 percent — said they belong to a local
house of worship (the survey did not
break down results by religious denomi-
nation). Though 19 percent of Jews sur-
veyed said they attend services at least
once a week, 29 percent said they pray
at least once a day (up from 26 percent
in 2007), 24 percent said they pray
weekly or monthly, and 45 percent said
they seldom or never pray. While there
is a significant divide between the sexes
among Americans generally when it
comes to daily prayer — 64 percent of
American women vs. 46 percent of
American men pray daily — among Jews
the gender difference is slight: 31 per-
cent of Jewish women compared to 27
percent of Jewish men pray daily. 

Eating pork
When it comes to observing reli-

gious dietary restrictions, Jews are less
fastidious than Muslims or Hindus.
While 90 percent of Muslims surveyed
said they refrain from eating port pork
and 67 percent of Hindus said they avoid
beef, only 40 percent of Jews abstain
from eating pork. Fifty-seven percent of
Jews surveyed affirmed they eat pork. 

Spiritual peace
While 59 percent of all Americans

said they experience deep feelings of
spiritual peace and well-being at least
once a week (68 percent of Protestants,
57 percent of Catholics and 64 percent
of Muslims), the figure for Jews was only
39 percent. But that was still more than
agnostics and atheists, who experience
those feelings weekly at rates of 37 per-
cent and 31 percent, respectively.

Are religious organizations a force for
good?

Eighty-eight percent of Jews said
their houses of worship and other reli-
gious organizations bring people togeth-
er and strengthen community bonds, but
only 63 percent said those institutions
protect and strengthen morality in soci-
ety. By contrast, 83 percent of
Christians and Muslims said their insti-
tutions protect and strengthen morality
in society.

At the same time, 54 percent of Jews

surveyed said religious institutions are
too concerned with money and power
(compared to 52 percent of all
Americans), 59 percent said they focus
too much on rules (51 percent among all
Americans) and 59 percent said they’re
too involved with politics (48 percent
among all Americans).

Gains for Jewish Republicans … and
Jewish liberals

Although the increase in
Republican Jews is within the survey’s
margin of error for Jews, the percent-
age of Jews who identified as
Republican or leaning Republican
grew by 2 points between 2007 and
2014, from 24 percent to 26 percent.
Concomitantly, the proportion of Jews
who identified as Democrats or lean-
ing Democratic fell from 66 percent in
2007 to 64 percent in 2014. However,
while the percentage of Jews who
identify as politically conservative
stayed constant during that time, the
percentage of Jews who identify as lib-
eral grew from 38 percent to 43 per-
cent — mostly defectors from the
“moderate” camp.

Among Americans generally, the
change between 2007 and 2014 was a
3-point growth for Republicans and a
3-point drop among Democrats. Nine
percent of Jews surveyed in 2014 iden-
tified as independents, compared to 17
percent among Americans generally. •

DAO Asian Bistro
visit www.daoasianbistro.com

Open Monday to Sunday 11:00am to 9:30pm

a Finest Chinese Restaurant in Nashville
Clean, Fresh and Tasty place to eat

$1.00 OFF (for lunch only)  
$2.00 OFF (dinner only)

$5.00 OFF (food over $35.00)
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COMING JANUARY 2016

from gymnastics to enjoy opportunities
that had come her way — performing
on tour with her teammates, competing
on “Dancing With The Stars,” being a
special guest at the 2013 Maccabiah
Games in Israel, the global Jewish sport-
ing event.

It was a departure for Raisman, who
while training is careful about preserving
her energy. Aly’s mother, Lynn Raisman,
said her eldest child has always possessed
this focus and intensity.

“I look back at some of those times
when we didn’t do things as a family
and she stayed home, like, you were so
young, you were such a low level. …
She just always was like that, very
devoted, very regimented with the
training,” Lynn said.

Though she resumed training just
over a year after her Olympic perform-

Jewish gymnast Raisman looking at Rio in 2016
By DVORA MEYERS

GLASGOW, Scotland (JTA) —
When the music started playing, Aly
Raisman tumbled right out of bounds,
incurring a setback in the first bit of gym-
nastics at her comeback during the
World Championships here in October.

This was certainly not how the 21-
year-old defending Olympic champion
on floor exercise saw the start of her first
World Championships in over four years.
The competition, after all, comes less
than a year before the Olympic Games in
Rio, where she hopes to compete, and at
a time when she faces her stiffest compe-
tition yet — from her U.S. teammate and
two-time world champion Simone Biles. 

After winning two gold medals in
London, including one with the U.S.
team, Raisman, then 18, took time off Aly Raisman competing in the floor exercise at the 2015 World Artistic Gymnastics

Championships in Glasgow, Scotland, Oct. 24, 2015. (Alex Livesey/Getty Images)

ances, Raisman didn’t start competing
again until this spring, at a friendly meet
in Jesolo, Italy, where she won the
bronze medal behind two of her U.S.
teammates. She won bronze again in the
all-around at the U.S. Championships in
August.

But these are not the medals she’s
after. Raisman is chasing the one that
got away — a podium position in the
Olympics all-around competition, after
she was bumped to fourth place in 2012.
Raisman said she thinks about that miss-
ing medal “all the time,” and how that
Olympic disappointment is motivating
her as she tries to make her second
Olympic team. That’s no mean feat in 
the U.S., which has such a deep bench
that it could send more than one medal-
worthy team to Rio.

Perhaps Raisman simply wanted it
too badly in Glasgow. After her disap-
pointing floor exercise, her afternoon
went further downhill. There was a
botched landing on vault. On the bars, she
peeled off on a release move. She appeared
to be stunned momentarily as she picked
herself up off the mat and remounted the
event to finish her routine.

“When you fall at a meet, you just
kind of black out,” Raisman said. “It’s the
worst feeling. It’s almost traumatizing. I
can’t even explain. It’s like the worst
feeling in the world.”

Worse still were the results: She did
not qualify to make the all-around finals.

But in the team finals, with no indi-
vidual medal opportunities on the line,
Raisman redeemed herself. On beam, she
moved quickly and aggressively. And on
floor, she managed to contain her power
and stayed in bounds, helping the U.S.
to a five-point victory over China and
Great Britain. Raisman and her team-
mates celebrated on the sidelines, hands
clasped and raised in victory after Biles’
floor score was posted. It was a similar
scene to the one that played out in
London, when the five members of the
Olympic team waited for the final mark
to make their victory official.

For Raisman, the hardest part of her
gymnastics comeback seems to be learn-
ing how to control the nervous energy.

“I was just a little too hyper,” she
explained.

Though no longer being a teen,
Raisman says she has been able to recoup
every skill she had in London. She’s even
added new elements to her repertoire.

“I almost feel like I’m stronger than
I was last time,” she said. •
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Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces and letters from Nashville area resi-
dents on topics of interest to the Jewish community as long as they have not been
published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Submissions should be sent by
the 15th of the month prior to publication to Editor Charles Bernsen at
charles@jewishnashville.org or 801 Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 37205. The
Observer reserves the right edit all submissions for clarity, length and style. 

letters to the editor

To the editor: 

Thank you for helping us celebrate
the first annual Nashville Kosher Hot
Chicken Festival. The article in your
November issue really helped get the
community interested and excited. As
the 350-plus people who attended can
attest, the event was an overwhelming
success. Yes, there were glitches – one
vendor’s mild seasoning mix was disal-
lowed for kosher reasons, the electric fry-
ers drew too much electricity, and there
were other wrinkles and surprises. But
overall, the festival was a fun, exciting,
and delicious way for the community to
spend part of its Sunday. 

The organizers want to send a spe-
cial note of appreciation to the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee for the grant which served

as seed money, Rabbi Saul Strosberg of
Sherith Israel for his kosher supervi-
sion and assigning Moshe Fishman to
act as mashgiach/supervisor, Moshe for
his tireless efforts, the kids at Akiva
School who made a sign explaining
kashrut, and the entire Gordon Jewish
Community Center staff for helping
advertise and host the event, especial-
ly GJCC Executive Director Leslie
Sax and maintenance worker Larry
Hester. 

Bolton and Dolly Mathews of
Bolton's Hot Chicken and Fish, and
Carlye White of Smokin' Wahoo
Catering also deserve the entire commu-
nity’s thanks and appreciation. Without
their involvement and cooking the
amazing chicken, the event would not
have occurred

Next year we intend to grow the fes-

Jason Sparks and Debby Wiston prep chicken for the first annual Nashville Kosher Hot Chicken
Festival. More than 350 people attended the event showcasing one of Nashville’s signature
dishers, and organizers say they hope to add a cooking contest to next year’s festival. 

The Nashville chapter of the National Council of Jewish Women honored Ellen Jacobs
(from left), Irma Kaplan, Alice Zimmerman and Sally Wolfe with the Hannah G. Solomon
Award at Celebration 35 Ways and Means fundraiser on Oct. 28.  Albee Guttman also
received the award but was unable to attend the event at Hillwood Country Club. All five
recipients are former local NCJW presidents. Named for NCJW’s founder, the award rec-
ognizes women who exemplify the organization’s mission to improve the quality of life for
women, children and families, promote the status of women in community life, advance
individual and civil rights and provide leadership that has motivated others to work for
progress in the community.

Honoring NCJW Past Presidents

During one of their regular visits to the Nashville Food Project Gardens and Kitchen, fifth
and sixth grade students from Akiva School help prepare meals for needy families in
Nashville. The students’ monthly volunteer work for NFP is part of an ongoing learning-
based project. Last year, they designed and built their own garden at Akiva, doing research
to determine which spot gets the most sun, which plants grow best in the Nashville
region, even calculating the volume of soil they would need and designing the garden so
that small students could reach each plant without stepping into the bed. They also had a
few cooking classes from Nashville chef John Stephenson. This year they have harvested
the first crop of pumpkins and squash from their garden and soon will be picking carrots,
radishes and spinach. Food from the garden is used to prepare meals in the NFP kitchen. 

Akiva: Learning by Growing

Hot Chicken Festival 

tival into a contest similar to the kosher
barbecue events of other cities. We are
confident that the Nashville Kosher Hot
Chicken Festival will attract contestants
from each of the synagogues and other
Jewish communities throughout the
South and even further. Those contest-
ants and visitors will see what we already
know: Nashville has a vibrant, pluralis-
tic, and fun Jewish community. 

We hope everyone had a great time
and enjoyed the great food, because we

can't wait to do it again. Thank you
again for your support! 

Sincerely,

תעבט הרשכ לש שא
Helen Crowley 
Jessica Kullock
Evan Nahmias 
Trent Rosenbloom 
Jason Sparks 
Stuart Wiston

CIGARS FROM
A. FUENTE, ASHTON, CAO, COHIBA, 

DAVIDOFF, MONTECRISTO, PADRON, 

TATUAJE, ZINO, & MANY MORE...

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8:30pm
Sunday 12pm-6pm

Belle Meade Plazza

4518 Harding Rd. Nashville, TN

615-297-7963
www.bellemeadecigars.com

premium cigars

We Offer  The Finest  in

Cigars, pipes,  tobaccos,

humidors  & cigar accessories.
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“Backwards & Forwards” By Yoni Glatt
koshercrosswords@gmail.com  •  Difficulty Level: Challenging  •  Solution on page 26

44. Cup from Aroma, perhaps
47. What Antiochus V did to some

wrongs of Antiochus IV
51. "The Rocket___", 1991 Jennifer

Connelly film
52. Jerusalem has a Biblical one
53. Jeroboam's ben Nevat's was large
54. Pri etz hadar
56. Actor Sulkin of "Wizards of Waverly

Place"
58. Presses for shekels
60. Hollywood producer ___ C Siegel
61. She played Maude
62. Philistine god
64. Ship sailing at the time of a notable

expulsion
66. He played Harrison's son in 2008
70. Greece to the Maccabees, e.g.
71. Fridays, to Jews
72. He tries to kill Menzel's Elsa in

"Frozen"
73. The Israeli Air Force uses it
74. Has a prophecy
75. Ambassador Eban

Down
1. Anti-Semitic org. founded in 1865
2. LBJ's War on Poverty org.
3. Hodor on Benioff's hit show, e.g.
4. Shechita item
5. Teen oriented org.
6. Response to a Copperfield trick
7. "Somewhere in middle America" song

sung by Adam Duritz
8. Ted Lerner's Nationals, to MLB
9. Airer of Robert Siegel
10. Dara Torres and Joseph Jacobi won

them at Barcelona in 1992
11. David Cross on "Arrested

Development"
12. Take a shtick too far
13. He prophesied to Dovid Hamelech
21. What tensions often do in the

Middle East
23. A Jewish slave may have this pierced

to a door
25. Problem on a korban
26. One of the Shalowitz brothers in

"City Slickers"
27. Moses may have had one
28. Moshav structure, often
29. Make like Elijah after Mount Sinai
33. Mary Tyler Moore displayed it in

"Ordinary People"
35. Verify to a beit din
37. Part of the High Priest's garb
38. Koch and others
41. He directed (Tony) Curtis in

"Insignificance"
42. Refaeli's might be a 6
45. Quaff around Chanukah, but not for

Chanukah
46. Foe in a foreseen battle
47. Esau, compared to Jacob
48. Lizard Rabbi Natan Slifkin tried to

make a shidduch for in 2009
49. Dismissed, on a Chuck Barris show
50. They perform missions for the IDF
55. One of a notable Seven in Judaism
57. Doeg, e.g.
59. "Brave New World" intoxicant
61. Simmons plays it
63. Mike Hartman's former MSG team
65. Lois Griffin, ___ Pewterschmidt
67. Book before Zephaniah: Abbr.
68. Goldmark's "Piano Quintets ___ -

flat Major"
69. Al (Jolson), really

Across
1. Former Chief Rabbi of Israel
5. Chatzot, at its simplest
9. Like Casspi missing a lot of shots
14. She was directed by Frank

Satenstein on "The Honeymooners"
15. Start of a 1969 hit by a Brian

Epstein managed band
16. It's 265 miles from Zion
17. Annan who went to Iran and said

the Holocaust happened
18. Robert in Spielberg's "Jaws"
19. What David and Solomon may have

worn

20. She wrote for Michaels
22. ___-haw, sound from Balaam's don-

key (before she spoke)
24. James Goldsmith and Julian

Goldsmid
25. Actor Teller
28. No-no with chalav
30. YU Chanukah Chagigah, e.g.
31. Geller not from "Friends"
32. Saul Berenson's org.
34. Absalom was guilty of it
36. Purim was one, but not for the Jews
39. It comes before Num.
40. They surround this puzzle
43. Gabriel or Marino

HAPPY CHANUKAH
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Sara Solan will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 5at Congregation
Micah. Sara is the
daughter of Todd and
Judy Solan and the sis-
ter of Jacob. Her grand-
parents are Robert
Solan of Las Vegas, NV
and the late Sandra Solan, and Elliot and
Ruth Crane.

Sara is a seventh grade honors stu-
dent at Hillsboro School in Leipers Fork.
In school, she is active in theatre and the
Model United Nations. Outside of
school, Sara takes acting lessons at
Franklin Brentwood Arts Academy, and
she works as a soccer referee for the
Williamson County Soccer Association.
In her spare time, Sara enjoys cooking,
singing, creative projects, and spending
time with her friends. 

For her mitzvah project, Sara con-
nected with the Boys and Girls Club of
Middle Tennessee. She helps the kids
with their homework, reads to them, and
plays with them. Sara and the kids really
look forward to seeing each other. Sara
finds this experience truly rewarding and
plans to continue volunteering.

Gabriella Roseman will be called to
the Torah as a bat mitz-
vah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 12 at
Congregation Micah.
Gabriella is the daugh-
ter of Dr. Hal and
Elizabeth Roseman; sis-
ter of Alex Roseman,
Julia Roseman, and
James Roseman; grand-
daughter of Philip Roseman and the late
Nettie Roseman of Nashville; step-
granddaughter of Jean Roseman of
Nashville, and granddaughter of the late
Millard James and Susan Carter
Henderson of Asheville, NC.

Gabriella is a seventh grader at West
End Middle School, where she plays on
both the soccer and track teams. She
loves music and plays percussion in the

middle school band, and is actively
involved in both drama and glee Ccubs.
She has taken piano and voice lessons for
over five years. Gabriella also spends a
month every summer at Camp Ramah
Darom in Northern Georgia. In her spare
time, she enjoys hanging out with all of
her friends and family, playing and listen-
ing to music.

Gabriella chose the Humane
Association for her mitzvah project. She
will be donating her time to caring for
these animals once she completes her 30
hours of training.

Annabelle Genevieve Ervin will be
called to the Torah as a
bat mitzvah at 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 12 at
Congregation Micah.
She is the daughter of
Laura and Mark Ervin,
sister of Tucker and
Talon Ervin, and grand-
daughter of Dr. Morton
(pop pop) and Isabel
Beltzer of Nashville and
Jerry Ervin and the late Franda Ervin of
Knoxville.

Annabelle is a seventh grader at
Grassland Middle School, where she is a
cheerleader and has started a Pinterest
Club. She also plays soccer for
Williamson County Recreational Center.
Annabelle loves fashion, crafts, calligra-
phy, and creating tutorials for her blog.
She also loves spending time with her
friends and family.

Annabelle has spent many hours
volunteering at National Health Care
Corporation working with Alzheimer
patients. She will be joining Gabbe
Roseman in volunteering for the
Humane Society.

Aileen Tansen Miller Lorge will be
called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 19 at
Congregation Micah. Aileen is the
daughter of Peter Lorge and Tracy Miller,
and the older sister of Lindsay Sloane
Miller. She is an eighth grader at Saint
Bernard Academy and is interested in
South Korean culture.

Joshua Friedman will be called to
the Torah as a bar mitzvah at 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday, Jan. 23 at Congregation
Micah. Joshua is the son of Ali Friedman
Zola, the brother of Matthew Friedman
and Zackary “Hooty” Zola, and was a

devoted, loving grand-
son to his late grandpar-
ents, Stephen and
Susan Friedman of
Hartford, CT.

Josh is a seventh
grader at Sunset Middle
School in Brentwood.
In addition to his aca-
demic prowess, Josh has
always had a huge love for animals (most
of which gets poured into his dog, Jax)
and a desire to help anyone in need.
Joshua most enjoys spending time with
family and friends, and works diligently
at perfecting his video gaming skills dur-
ing his spare time. He also has a passion
for travel, “cool” cars and environmental
issues.

For his mitzvah project, Josh has been
collecting markers for Crayola’s
ColorCycle program, an initiative to help
kids understand the importance of their
role in protecting the environment
through collecting and repurposing used
markers. Josh will have collection boxes
as centerpieces at his kiddush luncheon to
be sent to Crayola.

Sympathy 
… to the family of Pamela Susan

Williams Kuhn, 58, who died on Oct. 16
in the comfort of her home, surrounded
by her loving family following a valiant
battle with cancer. Pam was preceded in
death by her mother, Katherine Sensing
Williams. She is survived by her devoted
and loving husband, Jeffrey Kuhn, and
her four adoring children, Paul Nichols
Worley Jr., Ashley Worley Spencer
(Jason), James J. Sanders IV (Marion), all
of Nashville, and Joshua Kuhn (Rachel)
of Boulder, CO; as well as the love of her
life, grandson, Jackson Marshall Dorff.
Pam is also survived by her father, Oren
Michael Williams Jr. and siblings John
Winsett Williams, Oren Michael
Williams III and Mary Frances Osteen
(Richard), all of Nashville. Pam was born
Nov. 30, 1956 in Nashville. She graduat-
ed from Hillsboro High School in 1974
and attended Peabody College. She lived
an active life as a loving wife, daughter,
mother and grandmother, and was a
friend to countless others. Pam was an
active gardener and lover of nature. She
also had a passion for food and cooking,
which she shared with her loving hus-
band and family. 

A memorial and celebration of her

life was held Oct. 29 at The Temple. In
lieu of flowers, the family asks that
memorial donations be made to Alive
Hospice of Nashville, the Sarah Cannon
Cancer Research Center or a cancer
research facility of the donor’s choice.

… to the family of Robert “Bob”
Siegal, who died peacefully on Oct. 22 at
his Miami Beach home surrounded by his
wife of 56 years, Golda, and his three
children, Kenan Siegel (Betsy), Jilah
Kalil (Mark) and Alizah Greenberg
(Elliot). He will be missed by his eight
grandchildren: Alec, Talia, Isabelle and
Mia Greenberg; Eran and Siona Kalil,
and Sophia and Olivia Siegel. Bob was a
founding member of Beth David
Congregation and active throughout
most of his life. He left his budding career
as a pharmacist in 1957 to take the reins
of Siegel Oil from his father. In 1981 Bob
started Siegel Gas, which then became
the largest independent propane compa-
ny in Florida. 

Services were on Oct. 25 at
Congregation Micah. Memorials may be
made to Congregation Micah.   

… the family of Barbara Ellyn
Fenichel, who died peacefully at home
on Nov. 1. She was 78. Barbara is sur-
vived by her husband of 57 years, Dr.
Gerald M. Fenichel; her children, Amy
Simon (Michael), Eric Fenichel (Clay)
and Adam Fenichel (Sue), and her
grandchildren, Adam Simon, Aaron
Simon, Lauren Simon, Joshua Simon,
Alec Fenichel, Claire Fenichel and
Elizabeth Fenichel. She was preceded in
death by her parents Henry and Claire
Ross and her brother Martin Ross.
Barbara was born in New York and
moved to New Haven, CT at a young
age. She met Gerry while he was in med-
ical school at Yale University. They set-
tled in Bethesda, MD before moving to
Nashville in 1969, where Barbara spent
many years as a real estate agent with the
Al Shepard Company. Barbara loved her
family and especially cherished the time
she spent with her grandchildren. She
was an avid tennis player and enjoyed the
competition and camaraderie it brought
to her life.

A graveside service was held Nov. 4
at The Temple Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests that those wishing
to mark remembrances of Barbara's life
make donations to the Fenichel Chair at
Vanderbilt Medical School.

… to the family of Carolyn Louise
Greenspan O’Neal, 80, who died on
Nov. 11 in Nashville.  She is a graduate
of West End High School and attended
Vanderbilt University. She was a former
president of the Akiva School PTFA and
the Mothers Auxiliary at Montgomery
Bell Academy.  She was an active tennis
player at Hillwood Country Club for 20
years and an avid knitter.  She adored
and was active in the lives of her hus-
band of 40 years, Cleveland Edward
O’Neal (of blessed memory), and her
son, Irvine Scott (Anna-Gene) O’Neal
and her grandchildren, Ayla Gabriella
O’Neal and Cleveland Bates O’Neal.
She will be remembered by her family as
a loving mother, grandmother and friend
to so many.

Services were on Nov. 13 at at
Congregation Micah. Memorials may be
made to Alive Hospice, 1718 Patterson
Street, Nashville, TN  37203 or
Congregation Micah, 2001 Old Hickory
Blvd, Brentwood, TN 37027.  

Sara Solon

Gabriella
Roseman 

Annabelle
Genevieve

Ervin

Joshua
Friedman
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Rabbi Hayyim Angel
will be scholar in
residence at CSI 

Congregation Sherith Israel will
welcome Rabbi Hayyim
Angel for the weekend
of Dec. 18-19 as its
scholar in residence. 

Rabbi Angel is the
National Scholar of the
Institute for Jewish Ideas
and Ideals in New York,
an organization that fos-
ters an appreciation of diversity within
the Orthodox Judaism while maintaining
a commitment to the Torah tradition. 

Following a Shabbat dinner at on
Dec. 18 at the shul, Rabbi Angel will
present a lecture titled “Hur and
Pharaoh’s Daughter: Midrashic Readings
of Silent Heroes.” The dinner, which
begins at 5:30 p.m., is $20 for adults and
$12 for children. Paid reservations are
required by Dec. 14. 

The following morning, Rabbi
Angel will give the Shabbat drasha, “The
Sephardic Community Model: It’s Good
for the Jews.” Saturday evening he will
present another lecture, “Cut the Baby in
Half: King Solomon’s Wisdom.” 

Rabbi Angel’s visit to Nashville is
funded by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. In addi-
tion to his work at the Institute for Jewish
Ideas and Ideals, he teaches advanced
Bible courses at Yeshiva University, has
published more than 100 scholarly arti-
cles and authored or edited 14 books, and
serves as the rabbinic scholar at New
York’s Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun.

Classical concert at
CSI will feature Smith
sisters on harp,
piano and violin

Congregation Sherith Israel will
host a special classical concert at 1 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 20 featuring sisters Kadie,
Cassie and Serah Smith, who will per-
form a variety of work on piano, violin
and harp. All are welcome to join for the
free concert.

A light lunch will be served at noon
prior to the concert. The cost of the
lunch is $5.  Please RSVP to the office for
the luncheon at (615) 292-6614 or
csi3600@comcast.net.  

For Christmas Eve?
What else – Chinese
food (kosher, of
course), chess and
checkers at Chabad

When South Carolina Sen. Lindsey
Graham asked Elena Kagan, then a nom-
inee for the U.S. Supreme Court, where
she had been on Christmas Day in 2009,
she answered, “You know, like all Jews, I
was probably at a Chinese restaurant.” 

The origin of this Jewish tradition of
eating out at Chinese restaurants dates
back more than a century to the Lower
East Side of New York. Not only were
Chinese restaurants open on Sundays
and Christmas, but Chinese fare (unlike

Italian and Mexican food) typically does
not include dairy, permitting the illusion
of being in accord with the laws of
kashrut, according to “The Search for
General Tso,” a documentary about
Chinese food in America.  

So what do you do if you are in
Nashville and looking for Chinese on
Christmas Eve that truly is kosher? 

Chabad of Nashville will be hosting
and even of Chinese, Chess and
Checkers. It will include a grand Chinese
buffet dinner with a broad menu of
Chinese food. In the ancient tradition of
many Jewish communities, dinner will
also include games of chess and checkers. 

The dinner will be served from 5-7
p.m. at the Genesis Campus for Jewish
Life, 95 Bellevue Road, in Bellevue. 

Reservations must be made online
by December 20 at www.chabad-
nashville.com. For more information
please call 615-646-5750, or go to
www.chabadnashville.com to make your
dinner reservations.

Retiring Vandy art
professor Aurbach
recognized for
“exemplary 
achievement”

Michael Aurbach, professor of art at
Vanderbilt University, has received the
President’s Award for
Exemplary Achievement
from the Southeastern
College Art Conference.  

The award, SECAC’s
highest honor, is given in
recognition of profession-
al artistic development as
well as long-standing serv-
ice. It was presented in October during the
annual meeting of SECAC, a visual arts
organization made up of approximately
100 colleges and universities.  

Aurbach will retire in December,
and to honor him Vanderbilt will host an
exhibition of his sculpture at the univer-
sity’s Fine Arts Gallery from Jan. 14
through March 3. The gallery is located
in the Cohen Building on Vanderbilt’s
Peabody Campus. The show is free and
open to the public.

Temple scholar in
residence will look at
Jews and chocolate

The Temple will host scholar-in-res-
ident Rabbi Deborah R. Prinz this
month for a survey on chocolate from a
Jewish perspective. 

Prinz, the author of On the Chocolate
Trail: A Delicious Adventure Connecting
Jews, Religions, History, Travel, Rituals and
Recipes to the Magic of Cacao, will make sev-
eral presentations during her four-day visit:
• Lunch with the Rabbi at Noon,

Thursday, Dec. 3: “North American
Colonial Traders Dip Into Chocolate:
The Gomez and Lopez Stories”

• Shabbat Service, 6 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4:
“Jews on the Chocolate Trail”

• For chevrah Torah at 9:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 5 and the afternoon
program following Shabbat services:
“Questions Rabbis Ask About
Chocolate: Text Study of Responsa”

• For 9th and 10th grade religious school
students, 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 6: The Best Chocolate: How Do
Jewish Ethics Mix into our Chocolate
Eating?

Rabbi Prinz recently served the
Central Conference of American Rabbis as
director of program and member services
and the director of the Joint Commission
on Rabbinic Mentoring, having held a
number of leadership positions in the
national and regional Reform movement.
She is the author of several articles in schol-
arly, professional and popular journals such
as CCAR Journal, Hebrew Union College
Annual, American Rabbi, Reform Judaism
Magazine, and Central Conference of
American Rabbis’ Yearbook as well as the
national and local media.

GJCC December art
exhibits feature 
Bob and Rebekah
Greenberg,
Kimberly Fox and
Veronica Richter

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center’s December art exhibits will fea-
ture the work of artists Kimberly Fox and
Veronica Richter and the father-daugh-
ter photographic team of Bob and
Rebekah Greenberg.

Bob Greenberg recently placed in the

Top 10 in the Nashville Arts Photo
Competition with his photograph titled
“Iron Man.” Both he and Rebekah, a senior
at Ensworth, have taken numerous classes at
the Santa Fe Photography Workshop. The
work in the exhibit features Bob’s expertise
in portrait and flower photography. 

Fox, a Nashville native, is a self-
taught artist who accepts individual
commissions and specializes in murals
and faux finishes for luxury home own-
ers.  Her latest collection of work focuses
on magic realism.  This current work
combines the still life oil painting tech-
niques of the old masters against dramat-
ic landscapes as well as abstract back-
grounds of metallic plasters and acrylic

Veronica Richter, a native of Ecuador,
had painted and drawn from childhood.
After studying graphic design in Guayaquil,
Equador she transferred to Otis/Parsons
School of Art and Design in Los Angeles
and later became art director for an ad
agency in her home country. Today she
paints, hand-builds pottery, and works on
design projects at a studio she shares with
her husband in Marathon Village.

The artists’ work will be on display
through the end of the month. A recep-
tion will be held from 7-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at the GJCC. There
will be live music by DJ Spun Counterguy
along with complimentary food and wine
to accompany. For more information, con-
tact the GJCC at (615) 354-1699 or to
curator Carrie Mills at carrie@nashville-
jcc.org, or go to www.nashvillejcc.org. 

Rabbi Hayyim
Angel

Michael
Aurbach
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD
Specialist in Orthodontics 

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
Green Hills  269-5903

2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
www.drgluck.com

PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS

THERAPY IN MOTION, P.C.
Dr Michael J. Malawey, PT
Dr Cindy M.  Malawey, PT

- Orthopedic disorders of the Neck,
Back and Extremities including post surgery

- Stroke and Brain injury recovery
- We bring the clinic to your home
- 40 years of combined experience

Therapy in Motion, P.C.
Call 760-224-3081 or 760-715-4789

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, LPC/MHSP
Licensed Professional Counselor

Individual, Adolescent and Couples
Counseling

For consultation please contact: 
615-473-4815

or Ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
ROBINS INSURANCE

Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465
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Enjoy a great feast with all your favorite foods from Kroger.

4$5
With Card

Streit’s
Chanukah 
Candle
44 ct

699
With Card

Manischewitz 

Chocolate Coins
.53 oz

Happy
Hanukkah!
Let love and light fi ll 
your home this Season.

Items and prices available at 4560 Harding Rd, 2131 Abbott Martin Rd, Nashville, TN Kroger stores through December 30, 2015.
 Copyright ©2015 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors.

2$4
With Card

Manischewitz 
Potato 
Pancake Mix
Select Varieties, 6 oz 399

With Card

Osem
Consomme Soup 
& Seasoning Mix
Select Varieties, 14.1 oz249

With Card

Osem Israeli 
Couscous
8.8 oz

With Card

Lipton 
Soup Mix
Select Varieties, 
1.9 oz 399

With Card

Fox’s Ubet 
Syrup
Select Varieties, 
22-24 oz

With Card

Beigel Beigel 
Pretzels 
Select Varieties,
5 oz

With Card

Gala, Granny 
Smith, Red 
or Golden
Delicious Apples 
Lunchbox Size

2$5
Manischewitz 

Chicken Broth
10.5 oz

2$4 2$7
With Card

Manischewitz 
Noodles
12 oz

With Card

Macabee 
Mini 
Pizza Bagels
Select Varieties, 7 oz

Kedem 
Grape 
Juice

Select Varieties  
64 fl oz

2$5
With Card

Gefen
Wafers
Select Varieties,
14.1 oz

for

2$5for

Gold’s 
Horseradish

6 oz 

for for

2$5
With Card

forfor

for
399¢

With Card

for

for
2$1

With Card

for

2$3for
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