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Happy
Chanukah!

The grants are awarded to kick
start new, promising programs in
three broad categories: next genera-
tion engagement and leadership, serv-
ices for seniors, and Israel education
and advocacy. Though sponsored by
specific congregations or institutions,
all the programs are open to or bene-
fit the entire Jewish community.

Since 2010, New Initiative
Grants have been used to help
launch more than 40 programs pro-
posed by Jewish agencies and institu-
tions in Nashville to address specific
needs. Many of those initiatives  –
the PJ Library for children, for example, 

Continued on page 5

71 percent among non-Orthodox
Jews – theirs is not a unique situation. 

To address the issue, Congregation
Micah has launched a local
Grandparents Circle Discussion Salon,
an informal, peer-led weekly gathering 
in which grandparents explore strate-
gies for improving relationships with
their children and helping their grand-
children identify with Judaism. 

Grandparents Circle is a nation-
wide initiative of the Jewish Outreach 
Institute, and Micah’s salon is one of
11 local programs that have received
a total of $50,000 in New Initiative
Grants from the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

E
ach member of the small
group of adults that has
been meeting regularly in
the library at
Congregation Micah is
dealing with a similar

issue: They are all the Jewish parents
of children in interfaith marriages,
and they want to find ways to help
their grandchildren be aware of and
appreciate their Jewish heritage. 

Given the finding of last year’s
Pew Research Center Survey that the
intermarriage rate among American
Jews is 58 percent – and a whopping

Federation kick starts 10 programs with
New Initiative Grants totaling $50,000 

Marjean Coddon (from left), Edria Ragosin and Lynn Heady are part of the Grandparents Circle salon at Congregation Micah,
where they discuss strategies for educating their grandchildren about Jewish life and culture. 

A
nnette Eskind, Jane
and Richard Eskind,
Bernice and Joel
Gordon and Eugene
Pargh will receive
the 2015 Jewish

Federation’s President’s Award.
In making the announcement,

Nashville Federation President Carol
Hyatt noted that the award will also
be presented posthumously to the
late Madeline Pargh, who passed
away in October.

The awards will be presented at
the President’s Award Bonim Society
Dinner on Monday, Feb. 2 at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center
beginning at 6:30 p.m. The event is
sponsored by the Bonim Society,
which includes individuals and cou-
ples who make a gift of $1,000 or
more to the Nashville Federation’s
annual campaign. The event is open
to the entire community.

T h e
J e w i s h
Federation
President’s
Award was
established
in 2012 and
is the orga-
n i z a t i on ’s
highest and
most presti-
gious award.
It is present-

ed to individuals who have a distin-
guished record of commitment to the
Jewish people through their exempla-
ry philanthropy, dedicated community
service and betterment of Jewish life
in Nashville, Israel and worldwide.
Previous recipients include Sandy
Averbuch, Bob Eisenstein and
Raymond Zimmerman.

“All of the individuals being hon-
ored have a made real difference in cre-

ating and building quality Jewish life
here in Nashville as well as having had
great impact in the broader communi-
ty,” said Hyatt. “Each of them has forged
a legacy of excellence that impacts us
today and will continue to impact our
community well into the future. 

“I truly regret that that Madeline
Pargh will not be with us to share this
honor with Eugene and her family.
We will miss her but we will also have
an opportunity to reflect upon her
lifetime of significant and distin-
guished achievement.”

Next month’s edition of The
Observer will contain profiles of all of
the honorees and more details about
the event. 

For more information about the
2015 President’s Award Bonim Society
Dinner contact Mark Freedman at
mark@jewishnashville.org or Naomi
Limor Sedek at naomi@jewish
nashville.org. c

Carol Hyatt announces recipients of 
the 2015 Federation President’s Awards

Brian Berry (left) and Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel stand in
the so-called “hidden shul,” where Jews in concentration
camp at Terezin held secret services during the
Holocaust. They were among 27 members of a recent
Nashville mission to Eastern Europe and Berlin. A full
account of the trip is on Page 4.

Finding inspiration
in Eastern Europe

Events calendar on Page 14

Carol Hyatt 
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Major donors get update on Israel and thanks for their support for the Federation 
By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he executive director of
the Jewish Federations of
North America updated
major donors in Nashville
last month on the situa-
tion in Israel following the

terror attack on a Jerusalem synagogue
and praised the city’s leadership in pro-
viding support for Jews around the world
during a year of war and uncertainty. 

“You as a community were among
the leaders in the Stop the Sirens cam-
paign to help rebuild (southern Israel)
after the Hamas rocket attacks last sum-
mer, and you have been there to help the
Jews in eastern Ukraine who are facing
tremendous challenges,” said Jerry
Silverman, subbing via Skype for
guest speakers who were stranded by a
historic snowstorm in upstate New York
and unable to get to the Major Donor
Society Dinner on Nov. 19 

The dinner kicks off the run to the
finish line for the 2015 annual campaign
of the Jewish Federation and Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. The campaign is off to a strong
start, with a total of $729,661 raised since
Aug. 18, said Campaign Director Naomi
Sedek. Teams of volunteers making face-
to-face solicitations have already had 126
“Jewish conversations” with major
donors, resulting in 61 increased gifts. 

“The best part of the campaign sea-
son for me is the leadership. Our cam-
paign chair, Ted Mayden, his team cap-
tains and their players are committed to
having the conversation with the most
important investors in our community –
our donors,” Sedek said. “The best sup-

port we receive are from those who
understand how our annual campaign
serves the needs of Jews in Nashville,
Israel and around the world.” 

About 50 major donors attended the
dinner at Chabad of Nashville, where an
Israeli mother and her daughter were to
have spoken about their son and brother
who was killed last summer during the
Operation Protective Edge. Instead, the
group heard from Silverman as well as Sara
Hanai, director of the PJ Library program
for children, and Liron Finkelstein, the
Nashville’s new shlicha (Israel emissary).  

Silverman said he had talked earli-
er in the day with Jerusalem Mayor Nir
Barkat, who expressed concern about

rising tensions in the city following the
most recent Palestinian terror attack
that killed four people, including three
American rabbis. But he said Barkat
was also confident that Israelis would
rise to meet this challenge as they have
done others. 

Finkelstein, who has been in
Nashville only since August, said she is
already overwhelmed by the support
Nashville’s Jewish community has shown
for Israel and especially for her personally. 

“This is not something to be taken
for granted,” she said, “but I can’t say it
surprises me.”

Hanai, the mother of four children
educated in the Gordon Jewish

Liron Finkelstein, Nashville’s shlicha, told those attending the Major Donor Society Dinner that
she has been overwhelmed by the community’s support for her and Israel.  PHOTO BY BARBARA

SCHWARCZ

Community Center pre-school and
Akiva School, said that upon moving
from Philadelphia to Nashville with her
family, “I realized that if I wanted to live
a Jewish life, if I wanted my children to,
it was going to have to be a choice, not
something that happened by default.”   

She said she wanted to thank the
donors for their part in providing venues
of Jewish education like Akiva, the three
preschools and PJ Library. 

“If you take nothing else away from
this evening, please know that the great-
est gift you have given my children is a
Jewish voice,” she said.

In a brief question-and-answer peri-
od, Federation Executive Director Mark
S. Freedman was asked to predict where
Nashville’s Jewish community will be in
five years. 

“The fate of the Jewish people rests
in our hands,” he said. “And it depends
on getting the children and grandchil-
dren of the people sitting in this room to
have the same level of commitment that
you have shown.” 

The event concluded with remarks
from Federation President Carol Hyatt,
who thanked the major donors for their
key role in sustaining the Jewish commu-
nity here and around the world but also
encouraged everyone to do even more.  

“I wish I could say … that we have
more than enough funds to meet all the
needs that have been identified in our
community. But that would not be true,”
she said. “Each year the needs grow and
our resources are not growing to meet
the need.

“I hope you will join me and stretch a
bit more, reach a bit deeper into your pock-
et and give as generously as you can.” c
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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Fine Furniture • Rug Gallery • Leather Gallery • Contemporary Gallery • Casual Dining • Recliner Gallery 
Home Office • Youth Furniture • Mattress Center • Accessories • PLUS Interior Design Service

Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy Chanukah.

Alyse, Charles, and Bruce Sprintz

Nashville: 325 White Bridge Pike 
(615) 352-5912 (Mattress Center 350-1316)

Cool Springs: 1965 Mallory Lane
(615) 236-1700 (Mattress Center 350-1421)

Where there was once death, Nashville mission
to Eastern Europe finds rebirth and inspiration

By ESTHER TIECHTEL

A
lthough we returned to
Nashville a few weeks
ago, we still pause and
reflect on the memo-
ries.  I write for the lives
that were snuffed out

and for those souls we met who were
brave enough to start all over. I write to
share the incredible experiences of our
mission to Eastern Europe in October
with the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee.

We were 27, all with the common
goal of going to the places where the
destruction occurred and now the seeds
of renewal are sprouting: Warsaw and
Krakow in Poland, beautiful Budapest in
Hungary, Prague in the Czech Republic,
and for some of us, Berlin. 

This was not a trip for the faint
hearted. Some had made this journey
before, but for most of us this was the
first time to visit the death camps, to see
and feel places where our people were
murdered. 

In Warsaw’s Okapova cemetery we
saw a large tree-lined field, where moss
and vine covered tombstones told the
stories of benevolent Jews who had lived
full good lives. Barely visible was part of
a gate marking the spot where others met
a different end. Our guide showed us
photos from the Holocaust of a huge pit,
a mass grave. It was chilling to see those
photos and now the leveled soil covering
a tangled mess of buried secrets, long lost
bodies and wandering souls. We were
then asked to complete a minyan for a

funeral taking place during our visit to
this old Jewish cemetery. Who knew we
could still give dignity in that land?

The next morning was cold, dismal
and rainy. We drove to Auschwitz, the
most notorious death camp. We walked
under the infamous sign “Arbet macht
frei” (Work makes you free) to the bar-
racks, where there were maps and pic-
tures of well dressed men, shocked
women and children in bonnets standing
in line patiently, still believing the lie
that they would be resettled in the east 

Despite that horror, the people we
met on our trip – staunch and true – give
me hope. Guiding us through the Galicia
museum was Gina Kuhn, a Nashville
native and daughter of Gus and Elaine
Kuhn. Gina, who lives in Europe now,
spoke with conviction and grace, show-
ing us pictures, giving honor to the vic-
tims who would otherwise have van-
ished. 

When we visit the place where a
pharmacist had aided Jews, Dr. Jay Geller
explained that “true heroes do good all
the time, until it becomes a habit. That’s
why when the challenge comes, they rise
to it saying simply, ‘I did what anyone
would have done. I did what was right.’”

In Budapest, we were led by Annie,

a vivacious, animated and caring guide
who didn’t learn of her Jewish identity
until she was 16. Not unusual in
Hungary. Today she is part of a new gen-
eration of Jews embracing the heritage
that had so long been concealed. 

Annie led us to the ornate House of
Parliament, where the high gold-leafed
ceilings feature Magen Davids drawn by
the Jewish craftsman. On a tour of the
Hungarian Opera House, she pointed
out the sculpture of Moses on top of the
balconies. She delighted in taking us to
restaurants giving us a taste of the cul-
ture. At the Hotel Sofitel, we had a can-
dlelit Shabbat dinner complete with her
grandmother’s recipes – goose pate,
trout, a goulash stew and the delectable
flodni cake with walnuts, poppy seeds and
apple.

In mystical Prague, our guide Kamila
took us to the synagogue with the unseen
golem in the attic. It was there after
walking the ancient Charles Bridge and
seeing the medieval town square that we
had our farewell dinner. 

This trip gave us strength. For even
in Berlin, where the horror began, we
saw the unmistakably signs of Jewish
revival:  chuppot and weddings celebrated
openly and with pride, the Chabad
Jewish Center in Berlin, the Jewish day
school housed in a former Nazi club

house. All of it was evidence that am yis-
rael chai – the Jewish people lives! 

Now it’s up to us to keep pushing
past the memories of death to bring
light, color and kindness. It was an
honor to share this trip with you, our
community of faith and courage. c

Sharing thoughts on East
European mission’s impact

Editor’s note: The mission to Eastern Europe
was led by Federation Executive Director
Mark S. Freedman and Campaign Director
Naomi Sedek and also included Dianne and
Brian Berry; Teena and Richard Cohen;
Linda, Michael and Arielle Doochin; Leslie
Klein; Jay Geller; Lorna Graff; Rae and
Bruce Hirsch; Steve and Ellen Hirsch; Gail
Leverett; Sharon Paz; Steven and Esther
Remer; Eileen Rosenblum; Charlotte Seloff,
Diane and Herb Seloff; Simcha Stein, and
Esther and Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel. Here are
some of the comments shared during their
farewell dinner together.

“We see what they had to do in the
camps just to survive.”
• Esther Remer

“Sometime, maybe in the camp of
Terezin near Prague, the brain becomes
saturated; you just can’t wrap your mind
around such evil.”
• Dianne Berry

“One child’s painting we saw was divid-
ed in two. On one side was a full table,
on the other a train. One could just sense
what was taken away from him.”
• Dr. Bruce Hirsch

”We have to realize that we can change
the world.”
• Arielle Doochin

“This trip makes it clearer how we have
to stand up for people, how we have to
be proactive for Israel and be there, be
present to help others.”
• Steve Hirsch   

The group poses for a photo on a bluff overlooking Budapest.
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New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email:
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturda certified MTA access driver!
ra riders going to the same destination will not need a

voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.

Federation kick starts 10 programs with New Initiative Grants totaling $50,000 
Continued from page 1
and the Gordon Jewish Community
Center’s TGIT lunch programs for sen-
iors – have become permanent mainstays
funded entirely by their sponsoring insti-
tutions.  

This was the first time in five years
that the Grants Committee distributed
the entire set-aside for New Initiative
Grants, said its co-chair, Lisa Perlen.
“These are all very impressive programs
that target specific underserved markets
identified by this community, which is the
direct beneficiary of fresh approaches.” 

Noting that all but one of the grants
were between $1,000 and $3,000, Ben
Russ, the committee’s other co-chair,
said it was gratifying to see that “big
ideas”  didn’t need big budgets to have a
broad impact on the community. 

For instance, Micah will use its
$1,100 grant to expand the
Grandparents Circle salon beyond the
congregation, said Micah President
Marjean Coddon, herself the grandpar-
ent of a child of an interfaith marriage
and a participant in the program. 

The purpose of Grandparents Circle
is not to persuade or convert, Coddon
said, but rather to help grandparents
teach Jewish values, rituals and history
to their grandchildren of interfaith mar-
riages without overstepping boundaries
established by their children.

“It’s been very insightful for because
I hadn’t realized that my own grandpar-
ents were very instrumental in my Jewish
education,” she said. 

The other New Initiative Grant
programs and funding amounts include: 

Next Generation Engagement and
Leadership Programs

• $2,500 for Torah on Tap, sponsored
by Sherith Israel. The program brings
the engagement and connection
offered by traditional text study to the
contemporary social venue of choice
for young adults in Nashville. The ses-
sions, each taught by Rabbi Aaron
Finkelstein of Sherith Israel, will be
held at a local restaurant bar. 

• $3,000 for Next Gen Passover
Seders, sponsored by The Temple.
This program is an outgrowth of a pre-
vious program that organized Shabbat
dinners at homes in suburban areas.

The Temple will offer three Passover
seders in homes of young adult mem-
bers who live in East Nashville, the
Gulch, and Sylvan Park. These are all
areas where much of Temples’ young
adult population is concentrated. The
seders, each limited to about 25 peo-
ple, will target Temple members,
though they are open to the entire
young adult community.

• $3,000 for Shalom Baby, sponsored
by the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. This program is aimed at new-
borns and newly adopted babies with
one Jewish parent. Parents will receive
a gift bag filled with infant-themed
gifts and resources from all Jewish
organizations and congregations.
Monthly drop-in visits and and other
“low barrier to entry” engagement pro-
grams also will be offered.

• $2,500 for Thinking BIG (Build,
Inspire, and Grow), sponsored by
Akiva School. This parent education
program features a nationally ranked
speaker on themes related to Akiva’s
areas of academic expertise and
strengths, including thinking critically,
second language acquisition, and char-
acter building. Additional goals are to
bring parents who might not be familiar
with Akiva into the school, expand the
applicant pool, offer value added educa-
tion for the current families, and help
to educate the wider community about
Akiva’s areas of specialization. 

• $1,250 for Shabbat Across America,
submitted by Beit Tefilah Chabad but
sponsored by all the congregations.
This program will designate a specific
Shabbat in 2015 in which every Jewish
family in Nashville and Middle
Tennessee will be encouraged to cele-
brate at any one of the congregations,
each in their own tradition. The con-
gregations will cooperate in publiciz-
ing and outreach efforts. 

Programs for Seniors

• $1,500 for Temple Junior Choir
Outreach to Seniors, sponsored by
The Temple. This program will pro-
vide a series of Sunday afternoon con-
certs for residents of Richland Place,
the Cumberland and the Blakeford.

• $2,900 for a Senior Shabbat of
Yiddish Culture, Music and
Inspiration, sponsored by
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad.
This program will offer a weekend of
Yiddish music, singing, and dancing
aimed at bringing joy and inspiration
to seniors who remember Yiddish cul-
ture with fondness. A Yiddish Cantor
from New York will lead a Friday night
Shabbat dinner with music and also
offer a concert later in the weekend.

Israel Education and Advocacy

• $27,450 for a Christian Clergy
Leadership Mission to Israel, spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation’s
Community Relations Committee
and The Temple. This initiative will
recruit key leaders of the mainline
Christian community in Nashville for
a mission trip to Israel, where they
will study Jewish texts, visit critical
site visits and meet with influential
Israelis. Upon their return the clergy
will be asked to participate in activi-
ties in their home congregations and
in the wider community to share their
mission experience and its impact on
their viewpoint regarding Israel. The
purpose of this initiative is to
strengthen understanding and sup-
port among mainline Christians of
the Jewish people’s historical and
contemporary view of Israel as their
homeland.

• $1,800 for the Melton Scholar’s,
sponsored by Congregation Sherith
Israel. This initiative will provide $50
subsidies for up to 30 senior and

NextGen participants in two courses
offered through the Florence Melton
School of Adult Jewish Learning. One
course is currently underway. The
other begins in February. 

• $3,000 for an education program on
religious pluralism in Israel featuring
Dov Lipman, sponsored by
Congregation Sherith Israel. CSI will
use the grant to bring Lipman, a
Knesset member, to Nashville to speak
about issues related to religious plural-
ism such as ultra-Orthodox Jews serv-
ing in the army and making room for
non-Orthodox religious movements in
Israel. Lipman will discuss present
conditions regarding religious plural-
ism, what progress has been made and
his goals and dreams. c

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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ERIN LONG  • Licensed Massage Therapist

615.498.5484

Offering free sessions for bodywork*
utilizing a gentle and non-invasive modality 

new in Nashville.
*75 sessions available. Limit one per person. 

From the 
Campaign Trail

By TED MAYDEN
Campaign Chair

O
ur campaign staff
(Naomi Sedek and
Andrea Crowe), cam-
paign captains (Adam
Landa, Andy May,
Steve Hecklin, Greg

Zagnoev, Jan Liff,
Jennifer Kahn, Janet
Weismark, Sara
Hanai and Steve
Hirsch) and
Federation Executive
Director Mark
Freedman have
worked hard this year
to continue the momentum, vitality and
energy devoted to the annual campagin,
executing primarily through the Team
Captain Competition format for solicit-
ing your gifts that was innovated by my
predecessor, Steve Hirsch.  It has been a
privilege to be part of this team and I
very am proud of what we are accom-
plishing.

We are not through yet, however.
Already this campaign season we have
inspired by important events including a
team competition kickoff in August, a
Lion of Judah and Pomegranate multigen-
erational event for women in October,
our major gifts dinner in November as
well as a mission to Eastern Europe in
October that include visits to people sup-
ported by our annual campaign.  

On our calendar for the balance of
campaign are the upcoming President’s
Award Dinner hosted by the Bonim
Society on Feb. 2, Tzedakah Tzunday on
Feb. 8, a Lion and Pomegranate
Luncheon on Feb. 18, and NowGen
Nashville’s Purim Masquerade on March
14. At each of these events, donors and
supporters come together in the spirit of
fellowship, community and the fulfill-
ment of our responsibilities to the Jewish

Much accomplished, but much still to do
people locally, nationally and worldwide.

This campaign was undertaken with
multi-generational support.  Federation
staff, our volunteers and donors have
invested their resources and energy in
educating one another about the critical
work we support.  

We have all learned that while the
needs of our Jewish brethren have
“changed with the times” (whether for
better or for worse), there are always
Jewish children to be cared for and edu-
cated, elderly Jews left behind by circum-
stances needing material and spiritual
support, immigrants fleeing deprivation
and seeking a secure and safe lives, and a
still very young State of Israel struggling
for recognition from and peace with its
neighbors. It is gratifying to see both
“new” and “less new” family names
among our supporters this year. It repre-
sents the recognition of the importance
of continued multi-generational support
to the campaign that the appearance of
these family names represent. 

The quality of speakers, the breadth
of information and the receptiveness of
the community presented at the events
enumerated above speak to the impor-
tance of the campaign and explain its
momentum. This momentum will carry us
toward meeting our goal for this year and
will continue as we look ahead to others. 

On behalf of the entire campaign
team, thank you for your support; your
dollars will be put to work thoughtfully
in the service of meeting important and
immediate needs.  For those of you who
have not yet determined your 2015 gift,
we invite you to consider how the
Nashville Federation is making a differ-
ence in Jewish lives worldwide and how
the campaign is an opportunity for you
to make a difference as well. c

Ted Mayden chairs the 2015 annual
campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

The gift of live performance  
makes memories to last  
a lifetime and supports  

TPAC’s non-profit mission.  

Available in any denomination and  
redeemable for any performance  

at TPAC or War Memorial Auditorium, from  
Broadway musicals to rock concerts,  

our gift certificates always get applause.

Buy and print online today!

The perfect last-minute gift!

Check out all our show-stopping gift ideas!

TPAC.ORG/Gif t 
615-782-4040 

TPAC Box Office Downtown
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Global Day at Vandy demonstrates capacity of
Jewish texts to connect Jews around the world

By CHARLES BERNSEN

L
ike their counterparts around
the world, more than 100
members of Nashville’s
Jewish community gathered
on Sunday, Nov. 16 at
Vanderbilt University to par-

ticipate in Global Day of Jewish
Learning. 

Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield, the visiting
scholar from the Pardes Institute of
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, led a morn-
ing plenary session that looked at why
the biblical figure Jethro can be consid-
ered a “non-Jewish hero of the Jewish
people.” A panel of local rabbis took part
in a luncheon discussion about the
nature of heroism and villainy. And local
Jewish clergy members and educators led
a dozen breakout sessions in the after-
noon, each focusing on the Global Day
theme “Heroes, Villains, Saints and
Fools: The people in the Book.”

Perhaps the most important lesson,
however, was in the very nature of the
event itself: For the sixth year in a row,
Jews in more than 400 communities
around the world came together on a sin-
gle day to study their religious texts and
explore their religious heritage. 

“Global Day demonstrates the
remarkable capacity of our texts to con-
nect us over time and space,” said Rabbi
Hirshfield, who was making his second
appearance as Nashville’s Global Day
scholar in residence. 

Global Day of Jewish Learning in an
initiative of the Aleph Society, and this
year was the third time Nashville has
participated. As was the case last year,
the local plenary session was one of 24
streamed live online around the world.
The day of learning was followed by an
evening of music at Vanderbilt’s
Langford Auditorium featuring the
Maccabeats, a popular male a cappella
group from Yeshiva University. 

In the morning plenary session,

Rabbi Hirschfield led participants
through a close reading analysis of
passages in Exodus that recount
the relationship between Moses
and Jethro, his Midianite father-
in-law, focusing particularly on this
outsider’s ability to see the potential in
the Jewish people and rejoice in their
good fortune. 

While the capacity for self-criticism
is important for growth, “sometimes the
critical voice is overdeveloped,” Rabbi
Hirschfield concluded. “All of us need a
Yitro – as individuals, as communities
and as a people – so that we can see our-
selves and our people in a different light.”  

Unlike Nashville’s previous two
Global Day events, which were held at
Akiva School, this year’s gathering was
hosted by Vanderbilt Hillel in the uni-
versity’s Ben Schulman Center for
Jewish Life. Dozens of Hillel members
clad in special sky blue, long sleeve t-
shirts helped participants check in and
find their way around. The students also
participated in the study and discussion
sessions, including one led by Rabbi
Hirschfield especially for them. 

“I think it’s great that Global Day is

here at Vanderbilt,” said senior
Savannah Shepherd “because it
makes it easier for students to
interact with the larger Jewish
community.” 

Echoing Shepherd, junior Jason
Basri said having Global Day at

Vanderbilt will boost Jewish life on cam-
pus and build connections to the larger
Jewish community among a key demo-
graphic – young Jewish adults. For many
students, he said, the construction of a
strong Jewish identity “needs to happen
here at college, or it might not happen at
all”  

In the luncheon panel discussion
moderated by Mark S. Freedman, execu-
tive director of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, rabbis
Joshua Kullock, Mark Schiftan, Saul
Strosberg and Yitzchok Tiechtel talked
about the difficulty of categorizing two
recent important Jewish leaders – Ariel
Sharon and Yitzhak Rabin – as either
heroes or villains, saints or fools. 

“Everyone has some of these charac-
teristics in different measures,” said
Rabbi Kullock. “And what we say about
these figures says more about us than it

does about them.” 
Rabbi Strosberg made much the

same point when he noted that Ariel
Sharon was a hero to national Zionists in
Israel – until he ceded the Gaza Strip to
the Palestinians in 2005. “Then he
became a villain.” 

The rabbis’ discussion ended on a
humorous note when Rabbi Schiftan,
after suggesting that a political hero is
someone can pursue ideals like peace
with others while remaining “careful and
realistic enough to ensure the safety and
security of his own people,” then passed
the microphone to Rabbi Tiechtel, who
said simply, “I agree with everything my
colleague Rabbi Mark just said.” 

“Let the record show,” responded
Rabbi Schiftan, “that a great miracle has
occurred in Nashville this day.”

Global Day was funded locally by
the Jewish Federation and Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, while Rabbi Hirschfield’s
visit was made possible through the gen-
erosity of Libby and Moshe Werthan. 

Freedman was gratified by the
turnout. “The presence of a scholar like
Zvi Hirschfield and the participation of
so many great teachers from our own
Jewish community made this a memo-
rable day of Jewish learning,” he said.

Aside from the Nashville Federation
and Vanderbilt Hillel, other local Global
Day partners include Akiva School, the
Gordon Jewish Community Center and
the GJCC Early Childhood Learning
Center, Jewish Family Service, NowGen
Nashville, JMingle, Get Connected, PJ
Library, Congregation Beit Tefilah
Chabad, Congregation Micah,
Congregation Sherith Israel, The Temple,
West End Synagogue, B’nai B’rith Youth
Organization (BBYO), Chabad Jewish
Student Center at Vanderbilt, Hadassah
Nashville Chapter, National Council of
Jewish Women Nashville Chapter, B’nai
B’rith Social Unit and B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge #46. c

Led by Rabbi Zvi Hirshfield of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, the open-
ing session of Global Day of Learning in Nashville was one of 24 streamed live online around
the world. 

Nashville’s Global Day event was hosted by Vanderbilt Hillel at the university’s Ben Schulman
Center for Jewish Life. Several dozen students helped run the event and participated in the
study sessions.  

During the plenary session, Global Day participants were given 10 minutes to read and discuss
a text from Exodus in pairs. 

HAPPY CHANUKAH
See events calendar on Page 14
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Singer/songwriters Altman
and Cohen will headline
Get Connected fundraiser 

T
wo prominent Jewish
Nashville singer/songwrit-
ers – Dylan Altman and
Jeff Cohen – will be the
featured artists this month
at Songs for the Journey,

the annual fundraising gala for Get
Connected.

The event is at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 6 at The Temple.  In addition to the
music, it will include wine and hors
d’oeuvres as well as a silent auction.  The
cost is $50 a person. For ticket informa-
tion, e-mail getconnectedisraelteen-
tour@gmail.com. 

Originally from the New Jersey,
Altman has been writing songs and per-
forming in Nashville for 18 years. He has
had two number one songs: Tim

McGraw’s “Watch the Wind Blow By,”
and more recently Jake Owen’s “Barefoot
Blue Jean Night.” Other artists who have
recorded Altman’s songs include Jason
Aldean, Trace Adkins, Will Hoge, and
Gabe Dixon.

Aside from recording music under
the band name Pancho’s Lament,
Cohen has written award-winning
songs for artists such as Sugarland, The
Band Perry and Big and Rich, plus hun-
dreds of songs for top-selling movies
such as “Stuart Little 2” and
“Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants” and
television shows such as “Dawson’s
Creek” and “The Simpsons.” 

The Get Connected program cre-
ates connections between high school
teenagers in the Nashville area and its
Partership2Gether region in Israeli
region, Hadera-Eiron, through educa-
tion and a highly subsidized two-week
trip to Israel that includes home-stays
with Israeli families. While Get
Connected is underwritten by the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee and the Zimmerman
Fund, the annual fundraiser is a key
financing component for the program,
which has sent 125 Nashville teens to
Israel over the past eight years. c

See what’s happening in the community.
www.jewishnashville.org
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CSI fundraiser will celebrate 10 great years of growth 
and inspiration with Rabbi Saul and Daniella

By CHARLES BERNSEN

I
t’s fitting that the most notable of
the many physical improvements
at Congregation Sherith Israel
since Rabbi Saul Strosberg and
Daniella Pressner arrived in 2005 is
the addition of a new playground. 

It reflects not only the strong
growth in membership – from about 140
families to 230 – but an important
change in the congregation’s demo-
graphics and atmosphere as well.

One of the biggest changes is that
“we have more young members with
small children,” said CSI President
Evelyn Koch, noting that Kiddush now
includes high chairs and a kiddie corner
to welcome the younger generation.

CSI is throwing a party next month
at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center to honor Saul and Daniella on
their 10th anniversary in Nashville and
to celebrate the impact they have had on
the shul and the larger Nashville Jewish
community. It will also be an occasion to
honor him for receiving the Alumnus of
the Year Award from his rabbinical
school, Yeshivat Chovevei Torah.

The congregation has collected
dozens of short video tributes from mem-
bers of the community. Some of the “self-
ies” will be shown during the dinner and
all will be compiled on a CD presented
to the couple. 

“I look at this is not so much a cele-
bration of us but of everything that’s hap-
pened over the past 10 years,” Saul says. 

That the couple wound up in
Nashville was the result of a fortuitous
set of circumstances. He is from upstate
New York, she from Chicago. They met
at a residential Jewish camp in New
Hampshire and married in 2004 when he
was 26 and she was 22. Neither had ever
spent much time in the South – or away
from major Jewish population centers for
that matter. 

But the newly ordained rabbi was
eager to embrace the mission of Yeshivat
Chovevei Torah, a new rabbinical school
with the stated goal of serving communi-
ties with smaller Jewish populations. 

“We were young and idealistic,” he
recalls.

At the same time, CSI was looking
for a new rabbi to rejuvenate the shul,
someone who could “inspire and delight
us,” says Roberta Goodman, who headed
the search committee. 

The two parties were immediately
attracted to one another. Whereas the

primary goal of most rabbinic search
committees was to “grow the shul” by
adding new members, Saul says the CSI
committee talked about the importance
of Jewish learning and innovative pro-
gramming to create a greater sense of
community. 

“They were ready to love,” says
Daniella. 

For its part, the committee was
impressed with how well they fit its cri-
teria, Goodman recalls. 

“We had a number of questions. Can
we learn from them? Would we want to
turn to them in times of spiritual or per-
sonal need? Will they inspire and delight
us? Will they attract new members to our
Congregation? Will they build a strong
community for our second century as a
shul?” Roberta says. “From our very first
phone conversation with them, the
answer to each question was a resound-
ing ‘Yes!’”

So less than a year after their mar-
riage, the young couple found them-
selves in Nashville. Ten years later, it’s
hard to imagine the congregation or the
rabbi and his wife could be happier with
the arrangement – not to mention the
rest of Nashville’s Jewish community.

Aside from physical improvements
to its facilities and the growth in mem-
bership that made it possible to hire
assistant Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein this
year, CSI has established an eruv, the rit-
ual enclosure that makes it easier for
families to attend Shabbat services.

No less important are the intangi-
ble changes aimed at improving the wor-
ship and learning experiences: two com-
munal Passover seders, a communal
Thanksgiving meal, and classes for all
ages, including a new Yiddish class and
two Florence Melton Adult Jewish
Education courses. Music – including
regular concerts by “Rabbi Saul and
Company” – has become an important
component of the Jewish experience at
CSI, a benefit derived from his love of
music and his experience as a profession-
al musician before becoming a rabbi. 

Beyond CSI, the couple has had a
major impact on the larger Jewish com-
munity and Nashville in general. In
addition to serving as rebbitzen, Daniella
earned a masters in Jewish studies at
Vanderbilt and in 2007 began teaching
Jewish studies at Akiva School, where
she is now the principal. She also has
chaired the board of Jewish Family
Service. 

Although Daniella candidly

acknowledges that initially “I didn’t
think we’d stay longer than two years,”
the couple has come to love Nashville
and the Jewish community as much as
the community they serve has come to
love them. They have had three children
– Cole, Amalia and Ravital – since com-
ing here, and Daniella says, “The family
life Nashville affords us is wonderful.” 

Saul says it is “very fulfilling” to
serve in a relatively small Jewish com-
munity “where we can make a difference
and feel appreciated.” 

More important, there are no artifi-
cial expectations imposed on him,
Daniella or their children by CSI or the
larger Nashville Jewish community.
“This community lets us be who we are,”
he says. 

As for next month’s cele-
bration, Saul describes it as validation of
the couple’s mission “to make sure that
everybody counts. That’s what we’ve
tried to do – help everyone know how
they are important and feel like they
count.”  c

Daniella Pressner and Rabbi Saul Strosberg

Celebration details 

What: A cocktail reception with
antipasti followed by an Italian
feast 

When: 5:30 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 11
Where: Gordon Jewish Community

Center
Cost: $140 per person ($120 for

those who make reservations by
Dec. 31)

(The event is Congregation Sherith
Israel’s main fundraiser for 2015. For
reservations or to make special con-
tributions and place messages in a
special commemorative book, call
the shul at 292-6614 or contact
Roberta Goodman, Shelley Lutz or
Evelyn Koch.) 
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Nashville’s team model wins kudos at JFNA General Assembly
By URIEL HEILMAN

OXON HILL, Md. (JTA) – There
was the vice president of the United
States, two Supreme Court justices and
an Academy Award-winning actress
with a compelling Jewish story. There
were Jewish professionals, lay leaders,
clergy and recent college graduates. The
West Point cadets’ Jewish choir per-
formed. The Israeli prime minister
appeared via satellite from Jerusalem.

Part pep rally, part training and part
family reunion, last month’s annual
General Assembly of the Jewish
Federations of North America drew
some 3,000 people to a conference cen-
ter outside Washington to cheer federa-
tions’ philanthropic work, listen to pre-
sentations ranging from European anti-
Semitism to crowdfunding and to
schmooze.

Representing the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee at
the GA were board President Carol
Hyatt, board members Fred Zimmerman
and Steven Hirsch, Alina Spaulding,
Federation Executive Director Mark S.
Freedman, Federation Campaign
Director Naomi Sedek, and Carrie Mills,
advertising manager for The Jewish
Observer of Nashville. 

“The GA always provides for the
opportunity to recharge your Jewish
communal batteries by interacting with
talented volunteers and professionals
who are committed, resourceful and

abundantly energetic,” Freedman said.
“I am extremely proud that mem-

bers of our delegation played important
roles in the GA program. Our
Fedovation session was very well-
received and Fred Zimmerman chaired
the meeting of Intermediate Federation
Presidents and Executive Directors in his
capacity as leader of the 13 intermediate
federation trustees who serve on the
JFNA National Board of Trustees.”

As usual, much of the talk at the
General Assembly was how to bolster

North America’s 153 Jewish federations.
“We can go beyond exchanging

ideas to actually exchanging services,”
Jewish Federations CEO Jerry Silverman
said in a speech at the closing plenary.
“JFNA expanded the resources of our
consulting and community development
department, but what if we also leverage
and share the resident expertise in this
room and across our federations?”

The federations face an uphill battle
at a time when studies show younger
American Jews are less affiliated than
previous generations with Jewish institu-
tional life and less likely to give to Jewish
causes — let alone clearinghouses like
Jewish federations.

At the conference, the answer to
these trends was twofold. First, organizers
showcased dozens of federation programs
that are piloting new models for pro-
gramming and outreach, including one
from the Nashville Federation. Billed by
organizers as “fedovations,” they includ-
ed case studies in reaching younger
donors, providing services to the elderly,
planning profitable events and finding
ways to engage and excite unaffiliated
community members. Jewish Federations
plans to share these success stories in a
federation-wide online database to be
deployed in the coming weeks.

At one of the fedovation sessions,
Freedman and Sedek made a presenta-
tion on the Team Competition Model

using during recent annual campaigns in
Nashville, where it has proven effective
not only in injecting fun and cama-
raderie into the campaign but also in
increasing commitment and the pace of
fundraising. About 100 volunteers are
split into eight to 10 teams, which then
each solicit 40 or 50 of the largest cam-
paign donors. 

In the friendly competition, the
teams score points for arranging face-to-
face conversations with donors, persuad-
ing donors to increase their support, tak-
ing photos of donors to submit to the
Hall of Fame and securing new gifts of
$1,000 or more. The team with the most
points wins the opportunity to offer addi-
tional grant dollars to an area of service
of its choice to the tune of $10,000.  

“We are having requests from many
federations to look at this model in their
own communities,” Sedek said. “Silicon
Valley has already adopted it.  We have
had requests from Cincinnati, Atlanta
and Stamford, CT and others who want
to adapt this model to their own com-
munities as a way to engage more ener-
getic volunteers in the campaign process
and expand the impact of face to face
Jewish conversations.”

Another way to address the lack of
engagement emphasized at the GA was
for federation leaders – and some of the
plenary speakers from outside federation,
including the actress Marlee Matlin – to
drive home the message of the impor-
tance of collective action in the Jewish
world.

“We do have the intellectual and
financial potential to effectuate substan-
tive change, but only if we work together,”
Jewish Federations board chairman
Michael Siegal said in a plenary address
Monday. “Federations must lead this
charge and convene the necessary organi-
zations and thought leaders because, sim-
ply, we have the reach that others do not.”

Barry Shrage, the president of
Boston’s federation, said that while many
federations are doing terrific things, the
challenge for the federation network as a
whole is to identify priorities and then
chart a course to address them collec-
tively. He also cautioned federations not
measure success by the checkbook.

“The most important thing is not to
count how much money we’re raising,”
Shrage said. “It’s to count how many
good things we’re doing.” c

Members of the Nashville delegation to the JFNA General Assembly met Israeli politician and
human rights activist Natan Sharansky. From left are Naomi Sedek, campaign director for the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee; Sharansky; Carol Hyatt, federation pres-
ident, and Steven Hirsch, federation board treasurer. 
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After all ... Israel’s very survival was at stake! 
Broadway’s longest running, award winning one-woman show is the compelling,  

edge of your seat story of Golda Meir, from impoverished Russian schoolgirl to  
Prime Minister of Israel—on stage at the GJCC.

“A valentine to the famously tough prime minister”—NEW YORK POST

“You’ll be moved to laughter and tears”—THE FORWARD

“Everyone should see Golda’s Balcony”—ELIE WIESEL

“Powerful and undeniably moving”—NEWSDAY

“Enlightening”—THE NEW YORK TIMES “Absolutely riveting”—NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

“A vigorous portrayal of the iron-willed prime minister”—VARIETY

TICKETS GOING FAST
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2015, 7:30 PM 

Bernard Frank Pargh Auditorium of the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center
TICKETS PRICED FROM $49.95 

Purchase tickets online at www.westendsyn.org 
For patron tickets, call 615-269-4592, ext. 13;  

for information, ext. 14

Starring the Incredible…SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSStttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIInnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeedddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiibbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………gggggggggggggggggggggggg

WEST END SYNAGOGUE PRESENTS The 2015 Concert & Cultural Series

SHE WOULD RISK I T ALL  
TO SAVE ISR AEL!

BROADWAY COMES TO NASHVILLE!

A PLAY BY WILLIAM GIBSON
PRODUCED & DIRECTED BY JAY KHOLOS

Big Night Out
– GJCC’s new
Las Vegas-
themed
fundraiser –
set for Jan. 24 

B
ig Night Out – the new annu-
al fundraiser for the Gordon
Jewish Community Center –
will debut on Jan. 24.

The evening will
include exciting casino

games, dinner, drinks, a silent auction, a
live DJ and dancing.  Tickets are $150
and are available now at
www.NashvilleJCC.org. 

The GJCC has traditionally held its
major fundraiser, the Main Event, in the
fall. This year the fundraiser has a new
name and has moved to a new time of
year and away from a seated dinner to a
cocktail supper with multiple food sta-
tions. 

What hasn’t changed is the goal of
raising funds crucial for the operation
and programming of the GJCC, which
has served Nashville for over 110 years.

“I am honored to give back to a
place that has created so many memories
for me and my family over the years,”
said Rachel Kraft Johnson, secretary of
the GJCC board and co-chair of Big
Night Out with her sister, Elizabeth
Kraft Bleecker. 

The Las Vegas theme will be evident
in various casino games, including black-
jack, craps, poker, and roulette.  For
those less experienced gamblers, there
will be games of chance, providing some-
thing for everyone. The design and decor
will also reflect the motif. 

“We are working with top notch
vendors to transform the space so people
feel as though they aren’t in the same
place where they work out, come for
meetings, or drop off kids,” said Bleecker.  

As always, the silent auction will
provide some friendly competition. It
will remain open for an extended period
to ensure everyone has the opportunity
to bid on the assortment of offerings.

“We are especially excited about
this year’s auction,” Johnson said. “We
already have trips, dinners, experiences
and some exciting luxury items in the
lineup.  We are actively seeking addi-
tional auction lots as we speak.”  

For more information about the
event visit www.nashvillejcc.org/big-
night-out or email
bignightout@nashvillejcc.org.

Also able to answer questions about
the event are members of the planning
committee, which has been working on
Big Night Out since early summer. They
include Adele and Roy Berkon, Dianne
and Brian Berry, Jamie and Billy Eskind,
Lori and Brad Fishel, Dara and Craig
Freiberg, Michelle and Stephen Frohsin,
Cindee and Michael Gold, Lisa and Brad
Greenbaum, Michael and Randy Gross,
Jodi and Mark Hill, Mindy and Kenneth
Hirt, Gail and Jeff Jacobs, Glenda and
Lee Kraft, Janet and Dick Krebs, Jessica
and Joshua Kullock, Shana and James
Mackler, Tara and Adam Mittelberg,
April and Jake Nemer, Carla and Mark
Rosenthal, Marissa and Ben Russ,
Arlene and Howard Safer, Rachel and
Andrew Schulman, Steve and Nancy
Shapiro, Alyssa Trachtman and Karen
and Howard Weil. c
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- Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

- Jeffrey J Zander, CIC
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Have a Happy Chanukah

Linda and JJ Amsel

Take this Opportunity

to Wish the Entire 

Nashville Community

Hag Hanukkah Sameach.

As we light the candles 

together may it hasten 

the coming of the 

Messiah to Israel.
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THEY SEE
TRAIL HIKES.
YOU SEE
TEAMWORK.
WE SEE 
ONE HAPPY CAMPER.
Ziplining. Waterskiing. Singing under the stars. Jewish overnight camp is a 

chance for kids to explore who they are and who they want to become—while 

having the summer of their lives. Campers are bunkmates and team players, 

artists and athletes, creative problem-solvers and blossoming leaders. With 

over 150 traditional and specialty options, there is a perfect Jewish camp 

experience for your child. 

First-time campers, get up to $1,000 off with OneHappyCamper.org or special 

rates through BunkConnect.org!

The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee is 

pleased to offer One Happy Camper incentive grants for qualified campers 

through the generosity of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, Shelly and Trish 

Krizelman, and other local donors. For more information and to register go to 

www.onehappycamper.org. Questions? Call Harriet Schiftan at 615-354-1687 or 

harriet@jewishnashville.org

OneHappyCamper.org

Chabad of Nashville will host exhibition
by Pop Art Rabbi Yitzchok Moully

By TZIVI TIECHTEL

I
f orange socks don’t immediately
come to mind when you think of
an Orthodox rabbi, then you
haven’t met Hasidic pop artist
Rabbi Yitzchok Moully 

One of his images depicts a
line of people – each dressed all in black
except one, whose orange socks create a
striking juxtaposition among the black
silhouettes. 

“You don’t need big dreads or tattoos
to define individuality,” said Rabbi
Moully, known as the Pop Art Rabbi. “In
truth, Judaism really asks of us to find
ourselves within the experience. It’s not
about being a carbon copy. It’s asking us
to find personal meaning within
Judaism.”

An exhibition of Rabbi Moully’s
work titled “Post Pop” will be on display
throughout December in the gallery at
Chabad Nashville’s Genesis Campus for
Jewish Life, 95 Bellevue Road. The pub-
lic is invited to a wine and cheese recep-
tion at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 7 when
Rabbi Moully will be on hand to lead a
dialogue about his work and how it
relates to his spirituality and religion.
His appearance and the exhibition are
made possible with a grant from the

Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.

Rabbi Moully was born in Australia,
the son of a couple he describes as “hippy
parents.” While he never went through
formal art training, he was always pas-
sionate about photography as an outlet
of self-expression. About 10 years ago he

discovered silk-screen printing, which
allowed him to print brilliantly colored
images in a style calls Hasidic pop art.

As a youth rabbi in New Jersey, he
sees his work as a way to share his view
of the Hasidic lifestyle and dispel images
that it is rigid. 

“There’s so much color on the inside,”

he said. “There’s so much personality. It
really is an approachable way of life.

Moully challenges preconceived
notions. His art allows for an innovative
way to exchange interpretations. The
artist’s work is the perfect platform for him
to channel his energetic ideas, which
translate into thought-provoking images. 

“I want my work to be a conversa-
tion piece. It’s not your grandparent’s
Hasidic art. It’s a way for contemporary
Jews and contemporary Americans to
connect with each other.”

Shabbat candlesticks, for example,
which can be handed down generations
in a family, share a canvas with a Zippo
lighter. A Kiddush cup is next to a mar-
tini glass; a Torah next to an e-reader.
Vibrant colors re-interpret ageless tradi-
tion.

“It’s relatable,” he says of his work.
“It’s connectable. It’s understandable.
You can find meaning in it. But it’s not
high-brow and aloof.”

Rabbi Moully says his work is
infused with hope – hope that his images
challenge, broaden or empower notions
about faith and religion. And hope that
his images will encourage a smile and
bring joy.

Which is why he wears orange
socks. c

This painting is part of this month’s exhibition of Pop Art Rabbi Yitzchok Moully’s at Chabad
Nashville’s Genesis House. 

Happy Chanukah
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CHANUKAH 2014 IN NASHVILLE
West End Synagogue

Sunday, Dec. 14
Everyone is invited the WES religious school from 10:30 a.m. to noon to expe-

rience the story of Chanukah featuring:

• “A Great Miracle Happened There,” a  musical puppet show by Jenny
Nissenson. Sing along with Camella, the wise, old storytelling camel and Shammy,
the shamash, as they spin a giant dreidel and rejoice in the miracle of light. Original
music and unique puppets will delight audience members of all ages. 

• “Chana Zelda,” an Israeli Chanukah latke story starring WES Religious
School students.

• Chanukah song medley
• Delicious latkes prepared by the WES Sisterhood.

Friday, Dec.19
• 6 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat service 
• 7 p.m. Latke dinner Chanukah Shabbat/Latke Dinner (catered by Goldie

Shepard) 
(The cost of the dinner is $18 for adults and $10, $5 and $3 respectively for

children ages 7-11, 3-6 and 0-3, or $45 for a family. Please RSVP to office@west-
endsyn.org byt Dec. 11.) 

Join us every non-Shabbat evening during Chanukah at 6 p.m. for evening
minyan and menorah lighting.

The Temple
Sunday, Dec. 14 

The Temple's Junior Choir will perform a festive concert at 1 p.m. at The
Cumberland, singing their favorite Chanukah tunes as well as a selection of their
greatest hits.

Friday, Dec. 19
Candle lighting and Chanukah service at 6 p.m. followed by a latke oneg with

the junior choir. There will also be an oneg before the service at 5:15 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 21
W.E.L.L. (Women Engaged in Living & Learning) will hold its Chanukah

Hooplah & Gift Exchange at 5 p.m. (To RSVP contact Mitzie Russell at 352-7620.)

Congregation Micah
Sunday, Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 14

The Chanukah Shuk will be open for business during religious school from 10
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The annual fundraiser by the Religious School Committee pro-
vides a one-stop shop for gelt, dreidels, candles, and more.

Tuesday, Dec.16
The Nashville Predators will host their annual Jewish Heritage Night as they

take on the Boston Bruins. Rabbi Flip Rice will assist in the traditional lighting of
the menorah at Bridgestone Arena. The game begins at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 17
The annual Chanukah Dinner begins with a song session with Lisa Silver and

the Micah Kids/Teen Choir at 6:15 p.m., followed by a menorah lighting at 6:30
p.m. Enjoy stories with the rabbis before entering the social hall for a non-dairy din-
ner. The synagogue will provide chicken, latkes, drinks, and dessert at cost of $10
per adult and $5 per child (age 3-12); non-dairy sides are potluck. During dinner
everyone will have a chance to vote on the Chanukiah Contest with quarters, the
profits of which are donated for tzedakah, and enter the raffle – the top prize being
a Maccabee on the Mantle book and plush set. Be sure to bring your own family
chanukiah to light your table. For further details, contact Congregation Micah at
(615) 377-9799.

Chabad of Nashville
Tuesday, Dec. 16

The Nashville Predators will host their annual Jewish Heritage Night as they
take on the Boston Bruins. Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel will assist in the traditional
lighting of the menorah at Bridgestone Arena. The game begins at 7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 18
The Big Mesibah, a Chanukah celebration for the Hebrew-speaking commu-

nity, will take place at 7 p.m. at the Chabad of Nashville, 95 Bellevue Rd. The
event will include a menorah lighting, Hebrew Chanukah songs and an Israeli
falafel dinner with sufganiyt and levivot.

(There also will be public menorah lighting ceremonies at the Tennessee State
Capitol Riverfront Park. For dates and times, check the Chabad website at chabad-
nashville.com.) 

Congreation Sherith Israel
Sunday, Dec. 21

The CSI Sisterhood presents Light the Night beginning at 5 p.m. with a cere-
mony lighting the synagogue’s large outdoor menorah followed by a dinner and
silent auction inside at 5:30 p.m. Be sure to bring your own menorah and candles
so that each table will have a Chanukah light. Tickets are $12 for those 12 or older
and $6 for those 3-11, with a family maximum of $36. (There is no charge for chil-
dren under 3.) RSVP at 292-6614 or csi3600@comcast.net. 

NOWGEN Nashville
Thursday, Dec. 11

NowGen will hold its annual Chanukah at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 13
NowGen’s Young Families’ Chanukah Party will begin at 6 p.m. at the home

of a family member. 

Monday, Dec. 15
Torah on Tap with Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein is at 7 p.m. at Sam’s Sports Grill,

1803 21st Ave. S.

(For locations of the first two events, look for the NowGen e-newsletter,
check the NowGen Facebook page or contact Lauren Mielziner at
Lauren@jewishnashville.org.) 

T
he Gordon Jewish
Community Center has
dubbed its annual
Chanukah Festival “The
Latke Throwdown,” and
as usual it will feature the

renowned latkes of Bernie Pargh. 
This year’s festival is from noon to 3

p.m. on Sunday, Dec 14 at the GJCC,
and it is free and open to the public.

GJCC Latke Throwdown highlights Chanukah events in Nashville 
(Food tickets cost $5 and include latkes,
drinks, sandwiches, and sufganiot (jelly
doughnuts). 

Aside from Bernie’s latkes, there will
be plenty of kid and family friendly
activities, including 
• Stations for face painting, build-

ing menorahs and making edible
dreidels. 

• A station where attendees can make

their own Chanukah cards. (They’ll
also have the opportunity to make
Chanukah cards that will be sent to
active Jewish military and their
families. 

• Chanukah themed relay races and
other physical competitions such as a
latke toss and a pass-the-dreidel com-
petition (similar to a cake walk).

• Musical performances by Tracy

Fishbein as well as local preschool
students. 

• A “most creative Menorah” competi-
tion in which families build an unusu-
al or creative menorah to be judged by
attendees. The winner will receive a
scholarship to Camp Davis for 2015.

• A small Judaic/Chanukah shop featur-
ing items from local congregational
gift shops.  c
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FIRST STOP NASHVILLE . . . NEXT STOP BROADWAY! 

AN ORIGINAL MUSICAL HEADED FOR BROADWAY!
IT’S NOT YOUR BUBBIE’S PURIM SPIEL!

FOR TICKETS, VISIT www.nashvillejcc.org

* OK, a bissel of a lie...there was a previous showcase performance but new songs, characters,  
choreography, laughter and tears have been added to this world premiere at GJCC

FREE DESSERT RECEPTION AND MEET THE CAST FOLLOWING SHOW

Purim 
(a musical comedy love story)

WRITTEN, PRODUCED & DIRECTED BY JAY KHOLOS
Bernard F. Pargh Auditorium of the
Gordon Jewish Community Center

801 Percy Warner Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37205

What the famous and infamous might have said about…
THIS OUTRAGEOUSLY FUNNY, SATIRICAL, FARCICAL, ADULT MUSICAL…

“Too Jewish!”—JACKIE MASON “Not one mention of me...but I loved it anyway”—KIM KARDASHIAN 
“A little sympathy, please...Haman was a bed wetter”—DR. SIGMUND FREUD 

“It couldn’t hurt...You could convert!”—QUEEN ESTHER (To King Ahashuerus) 
“Haman...so misunderstood...just like me!”—MEL GIBSON 

“Esther and the King really in love...you can’t be serious?”—JOHN MCENROE 
“Haman makes me look like a boy scout!”—AL CAPONE

r
GORDON JCC

NASHVILLE

Saturday, February 28, 2015 
at 7:30 p.m

22 actor/

singer/

dancers
World Premiere*

Starring...

Adam Horn as  
crazy King Ahashuerus

Francine! as Queen Esther  
(aka Hadassah)

Tony Cimino as that no good 
nudnik, Haman

Two important
Jewish youth
organizations
get new leaders

T
wo important organiza-
tions for Jewish youth in
Nashville have new direc-
tors. Jack Simon has been
named director of the
Camp Davis and chil-

dren’s programming at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center while
Andrew Exler is the new Nashville
BBYO associate director. 

Simon joined the GJCC staff in
August as Kids Konnection coordinator
and assistant camp director after a sum-
mer as music director at a JCC camp
near Oakland, CA. He was raised in
Colombus, OH and graduated from
DePauw University in 2011 with a
degree in English. 

“He has done an amazing -restruc-
turing and re-staffing Kids Konnection
and connecting with the kids,” said
Leslie M. Sax, GJCC executive director.
“We now have a wonderful sense of spir-
it and order in the program and it con-
tinues to grow. In addition, Jack brings a
sense of team work to the entire GJCC
staff. He brings wonderful new ideas to
the table regularly and I can’t wait to see
the new, re-invented Camp Davis that
will emerge this summer.”

Exler is from Pittsburgh, PA and
graduated in 2013 from Ohio University.
After working for a year for the
Columbus Blue Jackets of the NHL, he
moved to Nashville last September. His
background with Jewish youth groups is
extensive. He attended and then worked
at the Emma Kaufmann Camp affiliated
with the Pittsburg JCC and was a 4-year
member of the Keystone Mountain
Region BBYO. c

Jack Simon

Andrew Exler
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Richard Barnett

Kelly & Brian Bauer
Dylan

Catherine Thompson & 
Gabe Borman

Andrew Bubis

Lauren Mielziner & 
David Bubis

Rachel Bubis

Rhoda Ann Cooper

Kari & Michael de Riesthal
Jack & Avery

Missy Erlanger

Dara & Craig Freiberg
Asher &  Rory

Sarah & Richard Fremont 
Asher, Hilary &  Leah

Janet & Rick Froio
Leo & Max

Anne & Mike Ginsberg
Maddie

Allison Sacks & 
Sammy Goins

Sue Greener

Stephanie & Eric Gunderson

Andrea Gunn
Cameron & Tyler

Rachel & Ryan Hauber

Ashley & Jeff Hollis
Evie & Anabel

Kristen & Adam Hollmeyer

Renee’ Kasman & 
Nina Pacent

Janelle & Erik Kraemer
Lilly Faye, Georgia & Eli

Alix Lewis

Alana & Blayne Lipman
Nixon

Diana & Scott Magoon
Josh & Sean

Britt Mayhew

Sheila & Stephen Moltz

Hannah-Lea Buchman & 
Ketan Patel

Kim Phillips

Jen & Jamie Phillips

Mae Pierce
Adira

Carolyn Raney

Marissa & Eric Richardson

Amy & Jeremy Romain
Chloe & Katelyn

Jodie Rosenblum & 
Dylan Hawes Glynn

Shonna Drew & 
Kevin Rudolf

Miles

Layne & Rob Sasser

Leslie Sax

Rachel & Jordan Schneider
Eliana, Jackson & Amari 

Rachel & 
Andrew Schulman

Olivia Frances Schwartz

Kim Greenberg & 
Chris Serkin

Amalia 

Elaine Silberman

Blake Spiegel

Mary Beth Stone

Rise & Larry Tucker

Marni & Michael Ward
Claire & Evan

Katie & Adam Wayne

Miriam Weiss
Evan & Noa

Lexi Morritt & Brad Zeffren

With Pride, With Joy and With Gratitude 
The Temple Welcomes Its Newest Member Families

(Fall 2013 to Fall 2014)

P id W

th at 6:00 PM

The Temple
       Congregation Ohabai Sholom
a congregation of the heart, a community of the spirit
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Chanukah CD is latest step of Linda
Kartoz-Doochin’s bright musical journey

By CHARLES BERNSEN

S
everal years ago, Nashville
vocal coach Phoebe Binkley
was lamenting the fact that
there were so few good
Chanukah songs and suggest-
ed that her friend and stu-

dent, Linda Kartoz-
Doochin, write one that
would convey the holi-
day’s rich traditions of
joy and Jewish pride.

“This became a mis-
sion for me,” said Kartoz-
Doochin, recalling the
conversation that even-
tually resulted in the
recent release of “Miracles of Hanukah,” a
CD of six original, contemporary songs
that she hopes will “share the beauty of the
holiday and deepen the listener’s under-
standing of Judaism and Jewish teachings,
traditions, and holiday activities.”

The CD will be available for pur-
chase at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center and congregational gift shops.
The CD as well as digital downloads also
are also available at Kartoz-Doochin’s
website – www.MiraclesofHanukah.com
– and other sites such as amazon.com,
ITunes and CDbaby. (The cost of the CD
is $9.99; digital downloads are $1.29 per
song or $5.99 for all six.)     

Kartoz-Doochin is well known in
Nashville as a business executive with an
extensive record of community service

on the boards of organizations like the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, the GJCC, the
Center for Jewish Awareness, the
Nashville Public Education Foundation
and the Nashville YWCA. 

What many Nashville residents may
not know is that Kartoz-Doochin is a
trained musician who gave up a record-
ing contract to attend Barnard College
and then Harvard Business School. After
a successful career building a manufac-
turing business in Nashville while raising
three children with her husband,
Michael Doochin, she is “now able to
return to something that I truly enjoy
doing – making and performing music.” 

“Miracle” is the biggest step yet in
Kartoz-Doochin’s return to music. She

wrote the music and lyrics, sharing cred-
it on some songs with Karen Taylor-
Good. She co-produced the CD with
Carolyn Binkley, Phoebe Binkley’s
daughter. And she performs lead vocals
on all the songs, with background sup-
port from the Carolyn Binkley Singers.   

Although “Miracles” is her first
album, over the years Kartoz-Doochin
has written Jewish holiday songs and
liturgical music performed at
Congregation Micah, West End
Synagogue, Akiva School and a Jewish
girls’ school in New York City. Her
“Lecha Dodi” is included in a CD by
Jewish songwriters of Nashville, and sev-
eral of the songs on “Miracle” have
already been taught to students at Akiva
School and the pre-school at Micah. 

Kartoz-Doochin says her music,
while not overtly religious, is deeply
Jewish. (Though she hopes it will appeal
to non-Jews too: “I enjoy Christmas car-
ols, and I would love for people of all
faiths to enjoy Chanukah songs.”)

“Judaism is very important to me,” she
said. “What I see a need for is music than
can be incorporated into a curriculum of
Jewish education. That’s what I’d like to do
– write music that contributes to the
understanding of Jewish life and generates
a sense of pride in Jewish association.” 

“Dreidel on the Table,” for instance,
uses rhyme and repetition to teach the
Hebrew letters on the Jewish top and
how to play the dreidel game while “The
Maccabee in Me” offers a patriotic histo-
ry lesson. 

The music and lyrics on “Miracle”
vary in both style and tone from the jazzy
and humorous “Hot Latke” to the inspi-
rational “One Bright Light,” in which
the chorus reasons that “if one bright
light can pull the darkness from the
night … then by the time we get to
eight/the lights of Hanukah could heal
the world and make it whole.” 

Although Kartoz-Doochin is serious
about her return to music – even taking
guitar and voice lessons – she is “not
thinking about becoming a rock star.”  

But she does intend to continue cre-
ating and performing Jewish music with
the hope that others – especially chil-
dren – will want to sing her music. 

“For me it’s a labor of love.” she said.  c

PHOTO BY MICHAEL DOOCHIN.Linda Kartoz-
Doochin

HAPPY 
HANUKKAH

RED Spirits & Wine  
7066 Highway 70S | Nashville, TN 37221 
615.646.1400 or www.redspirits.com

Candles rekindled 
Faith renewed 
Tradition preserved

May you find meaning in the season 
and peace in your heart.

Let us help you find the right wine 

for your special Hanukkah Feast.
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30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
CHANUKAH

See what’s happening in the community.
www.jewishnashville.org
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You love latkes. You love brisket. For
Chanukah, put your two loves together 

By Shannon Sarna

M
y family didn’t really
have Jewish food tra-
ditions—at least, not
very good ones. I am
half-Jewish, and my
one (much loved)

Jewish grandmother might qualify for
the world’s worst cook. I grew up think-
ing Jewish food was her rock-hard
matzo balls and gelatinous gefilte fish
from a jar. 

Without any able Jewish relatives
to teach me, I have gleaned recipes and
techniques from diverse sources – par-
ticularly my husband and his Big Fat
Jewish family – making them my own
and creating a new culinary tradition
for my growing family. Still, it’s no sur-
prise that with such a zig-zagging path
to Jewish food expertise, my own style
of Jewish cooking isn’t exactly tradi-
tional. I make challah with rosemary
and roasted garlic; use my mother’s
meatball technique to make fluffy
matzo balls; and fill my hamantaschen
with chocolate ganache, coconut
cream, or peanut butter and jelly.

But there are also a few traditional
Jewish recipes I actually learned from
members of my own family, including
my dad’s recipe for perfectly fried latkes
and my Uncle David’s famous brisket.
It was my dad’s joyous face as he fried
up his simple latkes – served with
applesauce and sour cream – that stands

as one of my family’s few delicious
Jewish food traditions. 

And when I was a teenager and I
had the chance to taste Uncle David’s
famous “Marry Me” brisket, the memo-
ries of my grandmother’s leathery
brisket became a distant memory. Years
later I asked for his recipe, and while I
have made a few tweaks along the way,
when I take that first bite I fondly
remember the first time I tasted the
moist meat and thought, “Wow, now
this is Jewish food!”

My pulled brisket latkes combines
these two family recipes. 

Pulled Brisket Latkes

Ingredients for the brisket: 2 ½  lb.
brisket, 1 tbsp. salt, ½ tbsp. freshly grat-
ed black pepper, 2 tsp. garlic powder, 2
tsp. onion powder, 1 tsp. dried parsley, 3-
4 tbsp. olive oil, 1 can beer, 1 can ginger
ale, 1 bottle red wine, 4 oz. tomato paste,
4 medium carrots (cut into medium-size
pieces), 2 onions (quartered).

Ingredients for the latkes: 6 medi-
um Yukon gold potatoes, 1 small onion
(quartered), 3 garlic gloves (peeled), 1/2
cup all-purpose flour, 1 tbsp. salt, ½ tbsp.
pepper, pinch of paprika, 1 egg (lightly
beaten), 2 cups shredded brisket, veg-
etable oil for frying.

To make the brisket: In a small
bowl, combine salt, pepper, garlic pow-
der, onion powder, and parsley. Spread
dry rub on both sides of brisket evenly.

Preheat the oven to
300 degrees. Heat the
olive oil in a large
Dutch oven or pot on
medium-high heat.
Sear the brisket on
both sides “until the
smoke detector goes
off.” Remove meat and
set aside. Using the
remaining oil and
“good bits” on the bot-
tom of the pan, sauté
carrots and onions,
scraping the bottom
until the veggies are
soft, about 8-10 min-
utes. Add the tomato paste and stir
until thoroughly mixed. Put the brisket
back in the pan, and cover with the red
wine, beer, and ginger ale. Place the
brisket into the oven, and cook for at
least three hours. When the meat is fork
tender, remove it and set aside on a
large cutting board. Carefully shred the
brisket into small strands using two
forks. Let the sludge rise to the top of
the pot liquid and skim it off. Strain out
the carrots and onions and using a food
processor, blend them with 1-2 cups of
the cooking liquid. In a medium bowl,
add 2 cups of shredded brisket and 1/2
cup of processed cooking liquid and mix
until combined.

To make the latkes: Peel the pota-
toes and cut in half. In a food processor,
grate the potatoes, onion, and garlic in

batches. Place in a large bowl. Add
flour, salt, pepper, and paprika and com-
bine. Add beaten egg and mix. Squeeze
out excess liquid from potato mixture.
Add 2 cups of shredded brisket and mix
until combined. Squeeze out the excess
liquid a second time. In a large skillet,
heat 1/4-inch vegetable oil on medium-
high heat until hot. Scoop a handful of
latke mixture and squeeze out any liq-
uid. Form into patties and fry 3-4 min-
utes on each side, or until golden brown
and crispy. Place latkes on plate lined
with paper towel. After 1 minute, trans-
fer to a baking sheet with a wire rack on
top. Serve warm with applesauce.

(Makes 2 dozen latkes) c

This article and recipe appeared first on
Tablet, a daily online magazine of Jewish
news, ideas and culture at tabletmag.com.  

Shannon Sarna’s pulled brisket latkes
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Weddings, Bar & Bat Mitzvahs, Anniversaries and Births. 
We know that you will want to be included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract a 1/8 page ad or larger we will be 
happy to contact you for articles pertaining to your business.

Deadline for ads is December 15, 2014

COMING JANUARY 2015

Make Akiva the first choice for your children’s education
By LYNN HEADY

F
resh from my Micah
Children’s Academy pre-
school leadership role, I am
excited to be working with
the creative, dedicated, and
talented staff at the Akiva

School – a lifelong educator’s dream.  
As the interim head of school at

Akiva, I have the chance to work with a
top-notch team already in place whom I
greatly respect to evaluate and re-define
the school’s future direction.

My primary charge is growing
enrollment by creating a school of excel-
lence.

So, how do we grow enrollment? I
have investigated this question and
asked many people why they do or do
not send their child to Akiva.  While the
responses from different sectors vary,
there are some common themes:

• Some say they appreciate Akiva’s
warm and welcoming environment,
but they worry that it might be “too
religious for our family.”

• Other families say: “Akiva only goes
up to grade six; what happens after
that?  Will my child transition easi-
ly into another public or private
environment academically and
socially?”

• Others wonder how the academic
program at Akiva compares to other
schools in the area.

• I often hear: “We should support
Nashville’s only Jewish day school;
it would be a sad commentary to not
have this resource in a city this size.”
Addressing the first response, we are

exploring ways to make our school more
pluralistic, realizing the dream to make
Akiva a community that actively

embraces the religious and cultural diver-
sity of our families, and provides opportu-
nities for young people to participate in,
think about, and be informed about these
differences.  Working with our local rab-
bis and educators, we are collaborating
and developing ways to make our Judaic
studies experience and the traditions/sym-
bols we embrace more meaningful, com-
fortable and relevant for all students. 

Addressing the second response is
easy. It’s a matter of sharing information
with our community. Our acceptance
rate to private schools is phenomenal –
99 percent of our 2014 graduates got into
their first choice private school this past
year and are doing well, whether they
attend a private, public or magnet school.  

We have years of data to substanti-
ate our great track record. Our children
not only transition well academically as
evidenced by their grades and their
acceptance to top tier universities after
high school, they are also successful in
their social adjustment.  Our graduates
are leaders in their middle school classes,
win awards, are voted to chair positions
and are well-liked and respected in their
new schools.  

Recent graduate, Ilanit Sedek, 2014,
said it best: “Since Akiva was such a
small close tight knit family I learned
how to not only be friends with kids that
are my age but also kids who were
younger and older than I. Not only did
this help me at Harpeth Hall but it
helped me at camp and social events.”  

The third response involves ques-
tions about academic rigor.  This is our
emphasis at Akiva!  While many other
schools focus only on assessment results,
we expect – and achieve – excellent
scores on a highly competitive achieve-
ment tests used nationally in private

schools.  We achieve this standard not
by teaching to this test but rather by
ensuring that teaching and learning are
the highest quality.  All Akiva students
learn to think, problem solve, and take
risks in their learning.  Our students are
not afraid to persist until they find
answers to all kinds of problems and our
teachers support and encourage them.

As for the last response, my hope is

that our community will take action.  It’s
not enough to support the school with
words alone. Action is needed. Visit our
school, support us and encourage others
to support us, and consider Akiva as your
first choice for your child.  It would
indeed be a sad commentary for
Nashville if this exemplary school was
not an option for the children in our
Jewish community. c

Happy ChanukahHappy Chanukah
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OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI SHANA R. MACKLER 

A
favorite story, retold by
Rabbi Jack Reimer, is of
Itzhak Perlman, the
famed violinist who
took the stage for a con-
cert one night.

Stricken with polio at the age of 4, tak-
ing the stage itself is a feat for Perlman.
With braces on both legs and crutches
on each arm, he slowly and painfully
takes one step at a time until he reaches
his chair. He unclasps his leg braces,
tucks his crutches away and picks up his
violin. Perlman nods to the conductor
and proceeds to play.

By now, his audiences are used to
this ritual.  They sit quietly until he is
ready to begin.  But this time, some-
thing went wrong.  Just as he finished
the first few bars, one of the strings on
his violin broke.  There was no mistak-
ing what he had to do. Either he had to
leave the stage in search of another vio-
lin or find another string for this one,
but he didn’t. 

Instead he waited a moment, closed
his eyes, and then signaled the conduc-
tor to begin again.  The orchestra

began, and he played
from where he left off,
playing with such pas-
sion and such power
purity as they had
never heard before. 

Anyone who
knows something of
music knows that it is
virtually impossible to

play a symphonic work with just three
strings.  But that night, Itzhak Perlman
refused to know that.  You could see
him modulating, changing, recompos-
ing the piece in his head.  After the
standing ovation, he said quietly, “You
know, sometimes it is the artist’s task to
find out how much music you can still
make with what you have left.” 

Who has not had the experience of
a sudden “broken string” in life?
Suddenly, unexpectedly perhaps, facing
a future for which we have not pre-
pared?  Perhaps it was a crisis or illness,
or the death of a spouse, a parent or a
child.  Perhaps it was the ending of a
loving relationship, or a job loss or
other financial setback. 

My string broke the day my mother
took her own life when I was just 15.

With no suggestion otherwise, I expect-
ed my whole life, at least my whole
childhood, to be played on four strings,
and suddenly my brother and I both
found ourselves trying to make music on
just three.  

Losing a string on the violin of your
life can be devastating.  But the need to
retune and re-compose can cause us to
find resources of strength and ability that
we never knew we had. That is the treas-
ure we have in Judaism – the lessons of
our history, the strength we find in our
community, and the grateful perspective
Judaism has toward life.

Issues of mental health and mental
illness are important to me as a rabbi
and as a member of this community, one
who has dealt intimately with the men-
tal illness and ultimate suicide of a
loved one. We must get rid of the stig-
ma associated with mental illness and
open our hearts, our minds, and our
sacred spaces to the healing that comes
with community. These struggles are
pervasive.  We have lost members of our
congregation, parents and partners; our
children have lost friends to battles
with mental illness.  We have work to
do to increase our wellness, our mental

health, and our resources to respond to
this need.  

For our part in shedding light on
this darkness, The Temple is hosting a
weekend dedicated to mental health
and wellness, called A Peace of Our
Minds, led by Rabbi Edie Menscher of
the Union for Reform Judaism.  Rabbi
Menscher, who is also a licensed clini-
cal social worker, will speak during
Shabbat services December 5, teach our
Torah Study that Saturday morning, as
well as a Lunch and Learn that Shabbat.
Our weekend will culminate that
Sunday with a dual tract for our teens
and parents on coping with uncertainty.
The Friday and Saturday events are
open to the entire Jewish community
without charge.

We are called Israel – a people who
wrestles with God and man – and pre-
vails.  Let us erase the shame and stigma
and darkness around these issues, and col-
lectively light a path for us to prevail. c

Shana Mackler is rabbi at The
Temple. The Rabbis’ Corner is a regular
column on current events and contempo-
rary culture that rotates among Nashville’s
congregational rabbis. 

Rabbi Shana
Mackler 

Shining light into darkness

letters to the editor
To the editor, 
The November issue of The Observer

contained an ad for the Nashville
Symphony that included a January per-
formance with former Pink Floyd mem-
ber Roger Waters. Many in our commu-
nity may not be aware that Waters has
been using his concert appearances to
advocate for the Boycott, Divestment &
Sanctions (BDS) movement against
Israel, combined with anti-Semitic
imagery such as the Jewish Star of David
on a giant floating pig. Both the Anti-
Defamation League and StandWithUs
have denounced his actions. 

In an open letter to Waters, the
ADL stated “(Given) your single-mind-
ed obsession with trying to convince
others to boycott the Jewish state, while
ignoring the world’s true human rights

violaters… one must conclude that your
views on Israel are in fact colored by
offensive and dangerous undercurrents of
anti-Jewish sentiment.”

StandWithUs stated, “Waters has
exposed himself as a bigot, made a mock-
ery of the principles he claims to cham-
pion, and has abused his power and the
trust of his fans.”

Like many in the Nashville Jewish
community, NCJA members support the
symphony.  While Waters is entitled to
voice his personal opinions, we object in
the strongest terms to the symphony
hosting an artist who uses the stage to
advance positions that are offensive to
the Jewish community.

Nashville experienced two pro-
Hamas rallies this summer, and the
national hate crimes statistics show that

U.S. Jews have been a primary target.
We are concerned that when people
like Waters are provided a paid public
platform, it demeans the reputation of
the institution and may incite further
negative actions against Jews in the
community.

Michael Dobrin
National Conference on Jewish 
Affairs

Publisher’s note: The Jewish Observer
regrets running the ad in question and has
informed symphony officials that it will not
run any future ads that mention the Waters
performance. 

•

To the editor,
The future of the Jewish people

depends on us. The participation levels
of Jewish youth past the bar and bat
mitzvah are scary. We have to figure out
how to ensure a stronger Jewish future.
Within the Nashville Jewish community,
two institutions are leading the way:
Akiva School and BBYO. These two
institutions have have had a huge impact
on me and hundreds of others. 

My parents made the smart decision
to send me to Akiva School in kinder-
garten. Looking back, that decision set
me on a path in which Judaism was one
of the most important values in my life.
The decision to send me to Akiva for
seven years also set me on an academic
path that has taken me very far. Most
importantly, Akiva made me want to be
a Jewish leader in my community and
beyond. 

From the age of 5, Akiva taught me
not only why it is important to be a
member of the Jewish community but
how. When it came time for my bar mitz-
vah, I knew all the prayers, my Torah
portion and how to give my speech
because I learned Hebrew from a young
age as well as how to decipher Torah.
With BBYO, I knew going in what it
meant to be a Jewish leader, and I knew
the importance of pluralism, something
Akiva and BBYO both strive to exempli-
fy. 

Beyond Jewish learning, Akiva set
me up to thrive academically. Upon
graduation, I was accepted to and
attended the University School of
Nashville from seventh grade until grad-
uation this past May. Going into the rig-
orous USN curriculum and social set-
ting, I was fully prepared for what was
coming my way. When I walked into my
first class at USN, I had a self-confidence
that I felt like I could accomplish what-
ever I wanted. And when it was time for
my first French class, I already knew
what it was like to learn a new language
after years of Hebrew. Next year, I will be
attending Indiana University in
Bloomington, and I attribute this to
Akiva School.

The future of the Jewish people
depends on us, and we can rely on Akiva
and BBYO to make sure that it is secure.
It is important that the community
invest in these two entities that have
changed my life for the better – and the
lives of hundreds of other Jewish teens in
Nashville. 

Sam Perlen
90th  grand aleph godol of AZA
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OPINION

By DR. FRANK H. BOEHM

A
ccording to author Daniel
Jonah Goldhagen, there
is a new form of hatred
of Jews that he calls
global anti-Semitism. It
distinguishes itself from

the centuries-old religious anti-Judaism,
which had its foundation in Christianity
and Islam, and the modern, racist anti-
Semitism that arose in the 1800’s and
reached its peak with the Nazi Holocaust.  

Goldhagen, author of Hitler’s
Willing Executioners and The Devil That
Never Dies, defines global anti-Semites
as those who “relentlessly focus their ire
and efforts on deprecating, demonizing
and delegitimizing Israel.” But make no
mistake about it, global anti-Semitism,
which Goldhagen claims emerged in the
1990s, still smells of Jewish hatred even
as it is disguised as criticism of Israel.

My parents left Germany in 1938
and came to America to escape the
anti-Semitism that was sweeping
Germany and eventually killed most of
my father’s family. They experienced a
type of anti-Semitism that is different
from the one that exists today. Global
anti-Semites now number in the hun-
dreds of millions across the 28 countries
of the European Union, the 22 Arab
nations, Latin America, Russia and
even the United States, where
Goldhagen estimates that there are
more than 100 million Americans
“who espouse anti-Semitic notions.”

Anti-Semitism has its roots in the
false accusations of historical religious
anti-Judaism and racial anti-Semitism –
that Jews were and still are responsible
for killing Jesus, that Jews sought to kill
the prophet Muhammad, that Jews kill
Christian children and use their blood to
make unleavened bread for the Passover
holiday, that Jews are too powerful, con-
trolling and clannish and want to rule the
world. The fact that so many otherwise
intelligent people actually believe some
of these incredible accusations is a testi-
mony to their staying power. 

So now we have yet another expla-
nation for anti-Semitism: the seemingly
never ending Israel-Palestine conflict. If
only Israel would allow the Palestinians
to have their own state, this hatred of
Jews and of Israel would be marginalized
and the many wars between Arab nations
and peoples would end. What nonsense!

Time and time again, Israel has
attempted to make peace, give back land
won during a war that Arabs began and
leave contested areas such as the
Egyptian Sinai, Hebron and Gaza – all to
no avail. In July, 2000 at Camp David,
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barack
offered Yasser Arafat, the Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman, most
of what Arabs had been asking for,
including 95 percent of the West Bank
(with land swaps for the remaining five
percent) and all of Gaza, East Jerusalem
for a Palestinian Capital, as well as offer-
ing to allow some Palestinian refugees to
return to Israel on humanitarian and fam-
ily unification grounds along with $30
billion in compensation for those who did
not return. Incredibly, as we learned,
Arafat turned that proposal down with-
out even making a counter offer.  

It has been said that if Palestinians
would lay down their weapons, there
would be no more war, but if Israel laid

down its weapons there
would be no Israel. It
can also be said that the
current Israeli-
Palestinian conflict
plays no role in what
ISIS is currently doing
in Syria and Iraq or
what Bashar al-Assad is

doing to his people in Syria. In addition,
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict had no
relationship to the creation of the Arab
Spring. That protest began due to
decades of abusive dictatorial power in
many Arab countries. There is also little
doubt that without Hamas rescinding its
claim to destroy Israel from its charter,
there can be no peace between Israel and
the Palestinians. 

So, how can this conflict be the
issue that is at the root of so much glob-
al anti-Semitism throughout the world?
Why are so many pointing fingers at
Israel while turning a blind eye towards
the many other nations which inflict
pain, suffering and violent death on its
people? How can so many be ignorant of
the history of the Jewish people and its
quest for peace and acceptance among
the nations of the world?

One thing is certain. Israel must stay
strong. We Jews in the diaspora must
maintain our support for Israel, as well as
a commitment to teach ourselves and
our children the history and truth of
Israel and our people so that when glob-
al anti-Semitism rears its ugly head, we
and our children will have a response
that is based on understanding, history
and fact. This may not be enough to
stem the tide, but we can at least make

the effort. Too much rides on the sur-
vival of Israel and Judaism. c

Frank H. Boehm is professor and vice
chairman of the Department of Obstetrics

and Gynecology at Vanderbilt University
Medical Center and chairman of the
Editorial Board of The Jewish Observer of
Nashville. His email address is
frank.boehm@vanderbilt.edu.

Frank Boehm

“Global anti-Semitism” – the newest form of an old hatred
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Graphic Designer
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B’nai Mitzvah
Rivka Shuman celebrated becoming

a bat mitzvah on Nov. 8
at Congregation Sherith
Israel and on Nov. 9 at
Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad.  

She studied the
Book of Genesis for a
year in preparation and
gave two engaging and
thoughtful speeches.  Her speech at
Sherith Israel was a discourse on using
the Torah as a guidebook for life as well as
an opportunity to offer many thanks to
friends and family, including her siblings
Malka, Adina, Yaacov, Avi and Leora.
Her speech at Chabad was about women
and Judaism.  

Rivka is the daughter of Brad &
Erika (Miller) Shuman.  She is the grand-
daughter of Monica Miller of Stockholm,
Sweden and Nashville, TN; Barry Miller
of Eugene, OR, and Les and Carol
Shuman of Hoffman Estates, IL. 

Rivka is a graduate of Akiva School
and is now homeschooled along with her
older sister Malka.  She enjoys reading,
arts and crafts, baking and cooking.
Rivka has also recently started her own
business, along with her sisters, working
as a “mothers helper” and doing light
housekeeping and organizing. Those who
know her, describe Rivka as creative,
wise, caring, witty and entertaining.

Zachary Kammer was called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah
on Nov. 22 at
Congregation Micah.
Zachary is the son of
Karen and Jeffrey
Kammer, the brother of
Austin and Mason, and
the grandson of Victoria
Applebaum and the late
William Applebaum of
Sylvania, OH; Gary and Ilene Kammer of
Orange Village, OH; and Donald and
Fran Golden of Beachwood, OH.

Zachary is a seventh grader at
Brentwood Middle School. He has been a
competitive swimmer since he was 6 and
swims for his school’s swim team. Zachary
loves to read, watch classic movies and
attend concerts. He also enjoys drama,
with a particular passion for improv com-
edy skits.  Zachary has spent the last few
summers in Greensboro, NC at the 6
Points Sports Academy, where he gets to
play sports all day and hang out with his
friends at night.

Because of his love of reading,
Zachary’s mitzvah project is to collect
books to be donated to children in need.
These books will be dispersed to several
Nashville schools and organizations.

Zachary Ainbinder Barkley will be
called to the Torah as a
bar mitzvah on Dec. 20
at Congregation Micah.
Zach is the son of
Robert Barkley and
Hollie Ainbinder, the
grandson of Sheila and
Harvey Ainbinder of
Chapel Hill, NC, and
the late Robert Sr. and
Jean Barkley of Chicago.

Zach is a seventh grader at
Whitworth Buchanan Middle School in
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lifecycles

Rivka Shuman

Murfreesboro.  In addition to excelling
academically, he is on the WBMS cross-
country and soccer teams.  He plays per-
cussion in the school band. Zach also
loves geography, history, and travel.  At
the March 2014 Junior Beta Club
Convention, he won fourth place in the
state-wide social studies competition.

For his mitzvah project Zach is work-
ing with the Tennessee Environmental
Council as they attempt a Guinness
World Record for most trees planted in
one hour in multiple locations across
Tennessee. 

Mazel Tov
… to Felicia and Kenneth Anchor,

who renewed their marriage vows on
Oct. 14 after 45 years during a ceremony
at the Rainbow Bridge Monument in
Utah. The event was a surprise to Felicia,
who received a polished sandstone neck-
lace symbolic of the unique site, one of
the world’s great natural wonders.
Officiating was Elaine Greyeyes, captain
of the ship Canyon Explorer and a
Navajo tribal leader. Dave Berry of
Maryville, TN was the best man and
Susan Jacobson of Columbia, MD was
matron of honor. Paula McMahon of
Cedar City, UT provided traditional
native flute music.

… to Jaden K Levin for earning the
Arrow of Light, the
highest award given out
by the Cub Scouts. The
presentation on Nov. 10
was the culmination of
years of activities and
learning through Pack
597 in Franklin.  Jaden,

Highland Park, IL. She was the special
grandmother of Lori (Geoff) Thomas of
Minneapolis; Mark (Brenda) Goldenberg
and Steven (Kim) Goldenberg (Kim) of
St. Louis; Jason (Sarah) Kranitz and
Stacy Kranitz of Los Angeles;  Michael
(Rabbi Erin) Mason and Rabbi Sara
(Josh) Mason-Barkin of San Francisco
and Danny Mason of Chicago. She was
the dear great-grandmother of 15. 

In addition to her parents, Theresa
and Lee Kuhn, she was preceded in death
by her sisters, Miriam Kuhn Weinstein
and Lois Kuhn Fox, both of Nashville.
She is survived by her brother-in-law,
Gilbert Fox, Jr., of Nashville; sister-in-
law, Helen Lanznar, of St. Louis, and
many nieces and nephews.

Born on August 16, 1917 in
Columbia, TN, Mrs. Goldstein was a res-
ident of Nashville and Boca Raton, FL.
Hers was a life of service and philanthro-
py, most notably for the National
Council of Jewish Women and the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. She was a life-long member of
The Temple Ohabai Shalom. She
enjoyed gardening, playing golf and ten-
nis into her later years and traveling the
world. Her greatest love was her family, of
which she was the center and the rock. 

Funeral services were at The Temple
on Oct. 26 with burial in The Temple
Cemetery. Donations may be made to the
Selma and Carl Goldstein Fund for
Religious Education or the Lee and
Theresa Kuhn Social Action Fund at The
Temple, 5015 Harding Road, Nashville,
TN 37205; the Endowment Fund at
North Shore Congregation Israel, 1185
Sheridan Road, Glencoe, IL 60022; or to
the charity of the donor’s choice.

… to the family of Pauline Hyman,
90, of Murfreesboro, TN and formerly
Atlanta, who died October 23.  She is
survived by her daughter, Shelley Schklar
of Murfreesboro; grandchildren, Leah S.
(Glenn) Bryce of Arnold, MD and Seth
D. (Eliza) Schklar of New Orleans; great-
grandchildren, Lydia Bryce and Loralei
Bryce and Miles Samuel Schklar; special
nieces, Sharon Polsky of Philadelphia
and Debra Polsky of Dallas, and many
special friends in Atlanta and
Murfreesboro. A graveside services was
held on Oct. 26 in Atlanta. Donations
may be made to The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, P.O. Box 4072,
Pittsfield, MA 01202.

… to the family of Dr. Steven Neil
Wolff, 65, who died on
Oct. 31 from brain can-
cer. He was born in
Bronx, NY on Nov. 5,
1948, the son of Ethel
Gilman and Ely
Herman Wolff. He is
survived by his wife
Barbara Engelbrecht
Wolff; children Joshua
Wolff and Jennie Wolff (Will)
McLemore; his beloved grandchildren,
Agnes and Ely McLemore; his sister, Gail
(Joel) Yudkovitz; his father-in-law, Roger
Engelbrecht, and many cousins, nieces,
nephews, and brothers-and-sisters-in-law. 

Dr. Wolff received his bachelor's
degree from Queens College in 1969 and
his medical degree from the University of
Illinois in 1974. After a residency in
internal medicine at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center and subspe-
cialty training in hematology and oncol-
ogy at Washington University School of
Medicine, he returned to Vanderbilt as a
faculty member in 1980. He was the
founder and the initial director of the

Vanderbilt Bone Marrow Transplant
Program. Under his vigorous leadership,
the transplant program grew to a level
of national importance in clinical care
and research. 

In 2001, he left Vanderbilt to
become Vice President for Medical
Affairs at Aastrom Biosciences but
returned to Nashville two years later to
join the faculty of Meharry Medical
College, where he was chief of hema-
tology and oncology, director of the
sickle cell program and chairman of
internal medicine from 2005-2008.
During these years he not only worked
in the hospital and clinic every week
but also successfully competed for gov-
ernment grants to champion the cause
of underserved populations. He was a
key force in the Vanderbilt-Meharry
alliance and a revered educator of stu-
dents and residents. 

Dr. Wolff was continuously involved
with clinical research and authored
numerous articles and book chapters. His
was active in professional societies, and
he had a particular interest in the
National Marrow Donor Program, serv-
ing as the president of the council in
1997 and chairman of the finance com-
mittee from 1998-2000. During a sabbat-
ical from Vanderbilt in 1998, he was the
initial president of the Lance Armstrong
Foundation and remained on the board
after the naming of a permanent direc-
tor. In 2014, he was awarded the Harry
Hynes Award from the National
Institutes of Health for his efforts in
extending access to clinical trials in can-
cer therapy to underserved populations.
In the same year, Meharry Medical
College presented him with the
Distinguished Healer Award and dedi-
cated a new family consultation suite in
his honor.

Dr. Wolff will be especially remem-
bered for his enthusiasm and engage-
ment in the lives and careers of the peo-
ple around him. He was open, humble,
and committed to excellence in medical
care and education. He was a loyal and
caring husband, father and grandfather
and generous to his friends. He had high
energy and a joy of life. After a hard
week at work, he loved to cycle on week-
ends in the countryside around Nashville
and many of his best friends apart from
work were cycling companions. He
enjoyed cooking with his wife for friends
and family and relished his yearly trips to
explore other cultures and cuisines, par-
ticularly in various regions of Italy.

The family extends special thanks to
Dr. Paul Moots, Dr. Paul Rosenblatt, the
caregivers at Richland Place, Alive
Hospice and Wade Nursing. Dr. Wolff
was grateful for the unwavering friend-
ship and support of friends, colleagues,
and his cycling group. 

Services were Nov. 4 at
Congregation Micah. The family
requests memorial donations to the
Friends in General Hospital Oncology
Patient Fund, the American Cancer
Society Summer Camp Program or a
charity of the donor’s choice. 

Zachary
Kammer 

Zachary
Ainbinder
Barkley 

who is a student at Jaden K Levin 
Akiva School and a member of West End 
Synagogue, will be moving on to the Boy 
Scouts in January when he joins Troop 
135 in Franklin. In addition to earning 
his rank awards and various belt loops 
and merit pins, Jaden also earned a num-
ber of special awards: the Leave No 
Trace, World Conservation, Outdoor 
Activity, Summer Activity awards and 
the Macabee and Aleph religious medals. 
Jaden is the son of Daniel and Kristine 
Levin. He wishes to thank all those who 
helped him, including Sharon Paz and 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock.

Sympathy
… to the family of Selma Kuhn 

Goldstein, 97, who died peacefully on 
Oct. 22 in Wilmette, Ill. She was the 
beloved wife for nearly 50 years of the 
late Carl L. Goldstein. She was the proud 
mother of Lanie (Milton) Goldenberg of 
St. Louis; Bobbi (Jerry) Kranitz of Delray 
Beach, FL; Joan Goldstein of Chicago, 
and Patty (Rabbi Steven) Mason of

Dr. Steven Neil
Wolff
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.
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Dec. 5-7 program 
at The Temple will
focus on mental
health and wellness

The Temple will devote the week-
end of Dec. 5-7 to conversation, prayer
and reflection about issues of mental
health and wellness. The three-day event
titled A Peace of Our Minds will be led
by Rabbi Edie Mencher, a licensed clini-
cal social worker on the faculty of Union
for Reform Judaism. 

At the 6 p.m. Shabbat service on
Friday, Dec. 5, Rabbi Mencher will give a
talk titled “Mental Health and Illness:
Taboo and the Jews.” She will explore
why Jews find it so difficult to talk about
mental illness, depression and suicide and
how Jewish tradition and community can
help those dealing with such issues. 

During chevrah Torah at 9:30 a.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 6, Rabbi Mencher will
use examples from Jewish text and tradi-
tion to illustrate the challenges of spiritu-
al health and mental wellness as por-
trayed in several of our Biblical figures
and narratives. Lunch and Learn at 11:30

a.m. Saturday will be devoted to a discus-
sion of grief and loss. 

The weekend will conclude with a
dual-track program on Sunday, Dec. 7
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. for high school stu-
dents and their parents about how to
cope with the uncertainty and turbulence
associated with the teenage years. 

The weekend is dedicated in large part
to the memory of psychologist Karen
Silien, who was part of The Temple family. 

CSI will hold 
“Erev Yisraeli” on
Dec. 13 to celebrate
Israeli culture

Congregation Sherith Israel will
host “Erev Yisraeli” – an Israeli evening –
on Saturday, Dec. 13 celebrating Israeli
film, music, culture and food. 

The celebration will include a falafel
dinner, live entertainment and an Israeli
sing-along, plus screenings of Israeli stu-
dent films. 

The doors will open at 7 p.m. The
cost is $10 a person or $36 per family. For

more information contact the shul office
at (615) 292-6614. 

Congregation Micah
will welcome Amy
Sayward and Becca
Stevens for Shabbat
services in December 

Visiting for Shabbat services at 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec 5 will be Amy Sayward, histo-
ry professor at Middle Tennessee State
University and an advocate against the
death penalty. She is one of the editors of
Tennessee’s New Abolitionists: The Fight to
End the Death Penalty in the Volunteer State.
Sayward traveled to Turkey with Rabbi
Flip Rice last  summer as a part of an inter-
faith delegation. Rabbi Flip will respond to
Sayward’s stance with the Jewish perspec-
tive on the death penalty.

On Friday, Dec. 19, Micah will
once again welcome Reverend Becca
Stevens to Shabbat Services at 6 p.m.
Reverend Stevens, an Episcopal priest
and chaplain at St Augustine's at
Vanderbilt University, is the founder of
Magdalene House, a residential pro-
gram for women who have survived
lives of prostitution, trafficking and
addiction. She will be accompanied by
several of the women who have benefit-
ted directly from her ministry.

Following the service, items from
Thistle Farms, the social and business
enterprise run by the program, will be
available for purchase – just in time for
last minute Chanukah gifts.

Chabad will host
Rabbi Perlmuter for
weekend Shabbaton
of comedy, stories
and happiness 

Chabad of Nashville will host a
weekend of comedy, stories and happi-
ness next month with scholar-in-resi-
dence Rabbi Abba Perlmuter. 

Friday evening Jan. 9, will include a
gourmet Shabbat dinner and a lecture on
“Marriage, kids, career and happiness --
Can I have it all?” On Shabbat day, Jan.
10, there will be a sit down lunch with a
lecture titled “The Power of Jewish
Stories,” and on Saturday night there will
be a comedy show called “Laughter, the
best Jewish Medicine.”

Rabbi Abba Perelmuter is a world-
renowned speaker, historian, comedian
and teacher. He is founder and spiritual
leader of Shul by the Shore in Long
Beach, CA, which is noted for its warm
and inclusive atmosphere. 

For more information, go to
www.chabadnashville.com. 

Introduction to Judaism course
– Part 2 – coming to WES To access the Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org  and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.R

abbi Joshua Kullock will
be teaching “Introduction
to Judaism – Part 2” from
Jan. 11 through May 10.

Classes will be on
Sundays at West End

Synagogue from 9:30–11:00 a.m. The
cost for WES members is $36 and for
non-members is $180. Participants do
not need to have taken Part 1 to enroll. 

Offered in partnership with the
Miller Introduction to Judaism Program
of the American Jewish University, the
classes comprise the second half of
course of study aimed at providing a
thorough understanding and knowledge
of the basic ideas, practices and tradi-
tions of the Jewish people. Among the

topics that will be covered: 
• Talmud and Oral Torah
• The High Holidays,
• Kashrut
• The Jewish Middle Ages
• Marriage and love
• Raising a Jewish mensch from birth

to b’nai mitzvah
• Mourning and Jewish law
• The Holocaust
• Israel 
• The Jewish mission in the world. 

For more information, check out the
website at intro.aju.edu. Participants are
encouraged to register online at
office@westendsyn.org or call 269-4592
ext. 11, so that planning for materials
and the room location can be made.  c

See what’s happening in the community.
www.jewishnashville.org
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker, MBA, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Platinum Club Award Recipient
Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele

www.PatriciaStraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.9465

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com
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2$4
With Card

Manischeiwitz 
Potato 
Pancake Mix
Select Varieties, 6 oz 399

With Card

Osem
Consomme Soup 
& Seasoning Mix
Select Varieties, 14.1 oz249

With Card

Osem Israeli 
Couscous
8.8 oz

2$5
With Card

Lipton 
Soup Mix
Select Varieties, 
4.09 oz 399

With Card

Fox’s Ubet 
Syrup
Select Varieties,
20-22 fl oz 179

With Card

Beigel Beigel 
Pretzels 
Select Varieties,
5 oz

249
With Card

Gala, Granny 
Smith, Red 
or Golden
Delicious Apples 
Lunchbox Size

3$1
With Card

Elite 
Chocolate 

Coin
.53 oz

2$4
With Card

Manischeiwitz 
Noodles
12 oz 699

With Card

Kedem 
Juice
Select Varieties  
64 fl oz

2$5
With Card

Gefen
Wafers
Select Varieties,
14.1 oz

4$5
With Card

Streit’s
Chanukah 
Candle
44 ct

 Copyright ©2014 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors.

for for

Kroger 
Cooking Oil 
48 fl oz forfor

Items and 
prices available at 
4560 Harding Rd, 

2131 Abbott Martin Rd, 
Nashville, TN Kroger stores 

through Tuesday, December 30, 2014.

for
399¢

With Card

for

for


