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Ethan Felson of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs makes a
point during his Oct. 30 talk in Nashville on the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement.

Julie Bernstein of the Israel Action Network (IAN) talks
about the anti-Israel sentiments on some college campuses.
Photos: Judy Saks

One-on-one talks, relationship
building hold key to Israel advocacy
By Kathy Carlson

T

o be an effective advocate for Israel, build
relationships the oldfashioned way – with
time, attention and
care, community members learned at the third program in
the “Increase Your Israel IQ” series
sponsored by the Federation’s
Community Relations Committee.
The event, held on Oct. 30 at
the Gordon Jewish Community
Center, featured keynote speaker
Ethan Felson, vice president and general counsel of the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs (JCPA), along with
Julie Bernstein, associate managing
director of the Israel Action Network
(IAN). The Israel Advocacy series
has been funded through a grant of
the Best Jewish Nashville project of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville.
Felson spoke on the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement and its implications for
Israel. Bernstein’s topic was community activism in the aftermath of UDI
(Palestinian Universal Declaration of
Independence), which is set to come
up for a vote in the United Nations
Security Council on Nov. 11. Both
engaged their audience in conversation after their presentations, answering a host of questions and offering
specific ways to talk with others
about Israel.
Felson urged participants to “put
down the mouse, step away from the
keyboard and actually engage with
people” face to face.
“People who help us on divestment (are ) those with whom we
have relationships,” he said.
“Interestingly, it’s the kind of relationships people in this room
already have.”

He recalled a focus group in
which people were asked about their
“aha” moment on the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. They consistently mentioned relationships:
someone they met on a plane, their
child’s college roommate, someone
who spoke at their church.
In building relationships, people
get to know others’ fundamental
assumptions and ways of viewing the
world, what Felson calls their “mental furniture.” As an example, he
compared the Jewish understanding
of the “Golden Rule,” what Hillel
taught: that which you find hateful,
do not do to someone else. The

Christian understanding is to do
unto others as you would have them
do to you.
The Jewish interpretation, when
applied to armed conflict, he said, is
that if you and an adversary have
guns pointed at one another and you
don’t want that person to shoot you,
you cannot shoot them. For some
Christians, their perspective is that if
you want someone to lay down their
arms, you should lay down yours.
Pacifism is not threaded the same
way through Jewish teaching.
Felson has learned the importance of recognizing mental furniture
Continued on page 3

What happens now that the
U.S. has cut UNESCO funds?
By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) — The
immediate
consequence
of
UNESCO’s vote to grant the
Palestinians membership is clear: A
cutoff of American funding for the
U.N. agency governing the protection of cultures and sharing of scientific knowledge, which stands to lose
roughly a fifth of its budget.
What’s less certain is what effect
the defunding, mandated by a U.S. law
banning aid to U.N. bodies that recognize Palestinian statehood, would have
on American — and, by extension,
Israeli — influence worldwide.
The
United
Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization voted Oct. 31 at its
General Conference in Paris to designate Palestine as a full member state.
The vote at the agency’s Paris headquarters was 107 in favor to 14
opposed, with 52 abstentions. France

cast a surprise vote in favor, while
Britain abstained and the United
States, Israel and Germany were
among the countries voting against.
Cheers from the assembled delegates
greeted the results.
UNESCO had been warned for
weeks that a cutoff of American
funding was inevitable if the agency
granted full membership to the
Palestinians. Among Democrats and
Republicans in the U.S. Congress,
the Palestinian statehood push at the
United Nations is seen as a way of
circumventing Israel’s demand for a
return to direct talks to negotiate a
peace agreement.
“I expect the Administration to
enforce existing law and stop contributions to UNESCO and any other
U.N. agency that enables the
Palestinians to short-cut the peace
process,” Rep. Kay Granger (RTexas), the chairwoman of the foreign
Continued on page 8

Calling all artists — be part of the ‘Windows of Identity’ project

A

s part of its special 10th
anniversary Partnership
2GETHER celebration,
Nashville is joining
with its Israeli partnership
community,
Hadera, in a unique artists project.
Local artists are invited to submit
work that represents their own interpretation of the world of Jewish and
Zionist values and addresses themes of
Jewish identity and/or connections
between Israel and the Diaspora. The

project has been dubbed “Windows of
Identity.”
Artists will be provided with a
16-inch square canvas to develop
and present their work. The pieces
need not be restricted to the canvas and may be three-dimensional;
the only restriction is that the finished piece fit within the 16x16
dimensions.
The work of each artist will then be
joined with the pieces of other artists
and connected to form a larger art

mosaic. This “Windows of Identity”
mosaic will be displayed in Hadera during the 10th anniversary Partnership
celebration in late February 2012. The
works will then be returned to the
United States and will be displayed permanently in Nashville and in other
partnership communities in the
Southeast United States.
Artists who are interested in participating in this unique project may
request an entry form by contacting the
Jewish Federation at 615/356-3242 or by

sending an email to Mark Freedman at
mark@jewishnashville.org. The deadline
for submitting a brief statement describing the central idea of the art piece is
Wed., Nov. 30, and the deadline for
completion and submission of the work
is Jan. 16, 2012.
Partnership 2GETHER, Nash-ville’s
connection to Hadera-Eiron in Israel, is
a special program of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee and is funded through the
Federation’s Annual Campaign. c

Birthright Israel announces Excel Fellowship for future leaders

F

ollowing on its 2011 inaugural
summer fellowship program,
Taglit Birthright Israel has
announced the opening of the
application process for the 2012
Excel Summer Fellowship for
Future Leaders in Business and Technology
program. This year, 30-40 sophomores,
juniors and seniors who are planning to
attend graduate school in 2012 from top
U.S. universities will be invited to take
part in the exclusive 10-week program.
Applications from qualified students
will be accepted through Jan. 15, 2012.
The summer internship will run from
May 29 – Aug. 2, 2012.
Each participant will be mentored
by a CEO of a leading company in Israel,
as part of an initiative to create a cadre
of future Jewish business and technology
leaders who are closely connected to
Israel and the Israeli private sector.
Israeli companies participating in the
program this year include Arum
Ventures, Tnuva, Pitango Venture
Capital, Check Point Software
Technologies—all have global reach in

Chanukah
is
Coming

the fields of business, technology, venture capital or social media.
Participants will also travel through
the country to better understand the

business and high-tech climate, and
attend workshops examining communications, leadership and Jewish identity.
The fellowship is augmented with meet-

Congregation Micah, Forest Hills UMC
mark Veterans Day with Shabbat program

C

ongregation Micah and
Forest Hills United
Methodist Church are
joining to honor veterans
in a special Shabbat service on Veterans Day, Fri.,
Nov. 11, at Micah. Congressman Jim
Cooper and a panel of four veterans will
speak. The service begins at 7:30 p.m.
and is open to the community.
The service will bring together
Rabbis Flip and Laurie Rice, Forest Hills
Pastor Dr. Jim Hughes and Music
Director Bob McLeary, the Micah musical team of Lisa Silver and Michael
Ochs, the B’nai B’rith Maimonides

...a time for the
Jewish Community
to exchange gifts, eat
special foods and
have celebrations...
Be sure to be a part
of this special issue.
Contact: Carrie Mills,
Advertising Manager
615-354-1699
e-mail
carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

Publication date is
December 2, 2011
Deadline for ads is
November 25, 2011

Lodge #46, and the Forest Hills United
Methodist Church community.
Participating on the veterans panel
are James Kilgore, Joseph E. McDaniels,
Col. Rochelle Wasserman, M.D., and
Maj. Michael Ritchart.
Veterans Day commemorates the
Nov. 11, 1918, armistice or temporary
end of hostilities between Allied forces
and Germany in World War I. The
armistice went into effect at 11 a.m. on
that day.
The following year, in
November 1919, President Woodrow
Wilson proclaimed Nov. 11 as the commemoration of Armistice Day. His
proclamation, quoted on the Veterans
Affairs Department website, said that
Americans’ “reflections of Armistice
Day will be filled with solemn pride in
the heroism of those who died in the
c
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ings with Israeli corporate, nonprofit and
government leaders. To learn more
about the Excel Fellowships go to
www.BirthrightIsraelExcel.com. c
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country’s service and with gratitude for
the victory, both because of the thing
from which it has freed us and because of
the opportunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations…”
Veterans Day, then known as
Armistice Day, became a legal holiday in
1938 and was primarily marked to honor
those who fought in World War I. In
1954, in recognition of the sacrifices of
veterans in World War II and the Korean
War, legislation renamed it Veterans Day
to honor American veterans of all wars.
In 1971, Veterans Day was celebrated not on Nov. 11 but on Oct. 25, following the passage in 1968 of the
Uniform Holiday Bill, which turned it,
Memorial Day and two other holidays
into Monday celebrations and three-day
weekends. In 1975, however, President
Gerald Ford signed into law a measure to
move Veterans Day back to Nov. 11, preserving the date’s historic significance
and helping focus on its purpose. There
it has remained since 1978.
For information about the Micah
commemoration and service, call 3779799 or go to www.congregation
micah.org. c
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One-on-one talks, relationship building hold key to Israel advocacy
Continued from page 1
in his years with JCPA. Soon after he
started working at the organization, he
learned about the BDS movement as it
unfolded at the United Nations August
2001 World Conference against Racism
in Durban, South Africa. The effort
there to brand Israel as an apartheid state
and declare Zionism to be racism caught
many in the Jewish world by surprise.
“It was a devastating thing for staff
who were there,” Felson said.
Publications and materials available at
the meeting were “more vicious about
Israel than they had ever seen.” Jewish
leaders had known that they differed
with some members of American
Christian denominations on Israel, but
they had always agreed to disagree while
pursuing common goals. What happened in Durban “smashed a comfort
zone,” Felson said.
There might have been a more
intense follow up, but for the events of
September 11, just one week after
Durban I.
Then, three years later, the
Presbyterian Church (USA) voted to
begin a process of “phased selective
divestment” of companies doing business
in Israel.
Other non-evangelical
Protestant groups were also examining
divestiture.
Pro-divestment Christians often
have a “deep concern for justice,” Felson
said. The Christian teaching of turning
the other cheek resonates with them.
These groups also want to support
Palestinian Christians, and some believe
that supporting Israel is the equivalent of
abandoning the Palestinian Christians,
he said. Some denominations have had
missions to Palestine going back more
than 100 years. “They feel like they have
skin in the game” through this deep connection to the land and people, he said.
In the years since the Presbyterian
group first backed divestment, Felson has
worked to reverse that action and to
craft statements backing goals of peace
without delegitimizing Israel.
Bernstein spoke about her work in
helping combat anti-Israel activities on
college campuses and outlined scenarios
for what might happen after the planned
Nov. 11 United Nations vote on UDI.
The United States is trying to prevent
this vote to avoid having to veto a vote
in favor of the UDI, she said. The
Palestinians may forego the Security
Council vote and present their case to
the UN General Assembly. Post-vote
possibilities range from nothing happening to regional conflict.
Both Felson and Bernstein encouraged attendees to ask questions and share
concerns. They encouraged the group to
talk with moderates about Israel rather
than hard-line opponents and to communicate shared goals, such as concern
for both Israelis and Palestinians and
desire to reach goals peacefully. c

Six guidelines for effective Israel advocacy

H

ere are Felson’s suggestions for
the right way to engage people
on Israel:
• First, listen. “We’re terrible at it,” he
says. The goal in listening is to learn
and help people feel they’ve been
heard.
• Second, learn how to structure arguments. Don’t lead with what you
consider important; pay attention to
what the person with whom you’re
talking considers important, and
point out shared values. For example, your concern may be Israel’s
right to exist; someone else may talk
about destruction of Palestinians’
olive groves or problems at checkpoints. Acknowledge there is suffer-

ing on both sides and that you want
Israelis and Palestinians to live together peacefully.
• Third, speak in the first person. Tell
your story, don’t simply spew facts.
“That’s what we see from proPalestinian activists – very good storytelling,” Felson says. He offered this
vignette: When a siren goes off in
Sderot in advance of a rocket attack
from Gaza, a young mother has seconds
to decide whether to attend to the
baby she’s bathing or to go next door to
get her toddler who’s with the neighbors.
• Fourth, talk about Israelis trying to be
fair, dealing with a difficult situation,
who sometimes must use force. Talk

about Hamas and Hezbollah, not
Palestinians or Arabs.
• Fifth, speak in the present tense. For
many in your audience, there’s nothing in the past that instructs them
why a Palestinian child should suffer
today. It’s not that history is unimportant, he said, but the more important issue for your audience may be
how to resolve the difficult situation
in Israel today.
• Sixth, remember that no one is
keeping score. It’s not a debating
competition. The best way to persuade someone is through respectful
conversation and listening, which
can lead to an understanding of common goals and shared values.

Belmont Village
proudly salutes our service
men and women.
To those who risk their lives for us.
First responders. Active duty men
and women. Our veterans.
We are deeply grateful for your
contributions and sacriﬁces.

G R E E N H IL L S

4206 Stammer Place
615.279.9100
belmontvillage.com
Photographs of Belmont Village World War II veteran residents
by Thomas Sanders, from the American Heroes portrait series
on view at Belmont Village communities nationwide and
featured in The Last Good War, Faces and Voices of World War II,
published by Welcome Books, New York.
©2011 Belmont Village, L.P. ACLF License 59
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Is Israel the land of opportunity for unemployed U.S. college grads?
By Danielle Fleischman
NEW YORK (JTA) — In her final
months as a political science major at
the University of Pittsburgh, Susanna
Zlotnikov had a positive outlook about
landing a job. But as the months passed
and her network of contacts led only to
dead ends, Zlotnikov decided she needed
a backup. Instead of spending the summer after her May graduation sending
out more resumes, Zlotnikov took a pair
of internships and moved to Israel.

It worked out well: In November
she expects to be starting a full-time job
in Israel as grants coordinator with Save
a Child’s Heart, an Israeli-based humanitarian organization that provides cardiac surgery for children from the developing world.
With the U.S. economy still sputtering, a growing number of college graduates are turning to Israel programs to
bridge their educational and professional
careers. In many cases, these young
American Jews are drawn to the pro-

grams not out of Zionist sensibilities but
because they’re looking for workplace
experience or seeking a way to do something Jewish. Some are even finding jobs
in Israel and staying.
MASA Israel, which helps place
Diaspora Jews in long-term Israel programs, created a program called A Better
Stimulus Plan targeted at recent college
graduates looking for internship opportunities in Israel while they wait out the
economic troubles in the U.S. Avi
Rubel, MASA’s North American director, says about 1,800 participants are
doing post-college internship experiences — double the rate of recent years.
“So many grads are at a loss because
there aren’t opportunities and they need
to find ways to differentiate themselves
to get the jobs that are there,” Rubel told
JTA. “For young Jewish students, coming
to Israel gives them career development
experience, which is likely more substantive than one in the States. In Israel you
will end up in the mix of interesting
things instead of making coffee.”
Roselle Feldman had just returned
to the United States from a Birthright
Israel trip before the economy collapsed.
She had been scheduled to teach more
than 30 hip-hop classes at dance studios
in Massachusetts, but the market crashed
and her gigs disappeared.
Instead of filing for unemployment,
she hopped on a plane to Israel for MASA
Israel’s Dance Journey, a five-month program for international dancers aged 18 to
30 in the western Galilee. She received
training from the Kibbutz Contemporary
Dance Company, and at the end of the
program Feldman was invited to audition
for a spot with the dance company.
“I loved every second of it,” she told
JTA. “There’s nothing else like it in the
world. It’s such a unique experience. I
would go back in a heartbeat if I could
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afford it.”
Now she is back in Massachusetts,
teaching dance as the director of her
own performance company, Intensity
Dance Company. Soon she hopes to be
teaching at a Jewish school — a desire
she credits to her experience in Israel.
MASA is made possible by the support of the Government of Israel, the
Jewish Agency for Israel and its partners,
the Jewish Federations of North America
and the Keren Hayesod around the world.
Jesse Zryb, who graduated recently
from Tulane University with a master’s
degree in architecture, also decided to
sign up for MASA after a job he had
been promised in Manhattan disappeared when his company merged with
another firm. The guarantee of work
experience was why he joined the program, he said. Through MASA, he was
hired as an intern at Stav Architects in
Ramat Gan, just outside of Tel Aviv.
Zryb said he thinks the program
made him more attractive to potential
employers back home. Soon after finishing the four-month program, he was
hired as a designer at Pink Powered by
Moss, a fabric design firm in New York.
“It kept me fresh, especially considering that back home any kind of
employment was uncertain,” he said of
his Israeli internship. “I think it certainly looked good that I was being proactive
during the situation and that I was keeping active during the recession. Keeping
yourself fresh was important at the time.”
Plus, Zryb added, “I had a great
experience there.”
After losing a job in Hollywood,
Jessica Fass decided to go on a Birthright
Israel trip and then stayed in the country
for an extra month. Upon returning to
the United States, Fass felt as if she were
in culture shock and kept thinking about
returning to Israel. She decided to do an
internship through WUJS Israel
Hadassah, which helps college graduates
find opportunities in Israel. “It seemed
like the perfect time go,” she said.
Within six months, Fass had found a
full-time job in Israel and now is working
in marketing for a company in Tel Aviv,
which she described as being like Los
Angeles “but with Hebrew.” Fass said she
was surprised to find how much more
willing Israelis were to take a chance on
a new hire.
“I don’t think that would have happened in the States because I had no
experience in marketing,” she said.
Organizations that bring Jewish
youth to Israel are trying to capitalize on
the bleak job prospects for college graduates in the United States, and programs
that offer internships in Israel say they
have seen a spike in applicants since the
recession hit in 2008.
“I remember in 2008 when our numbers skyrocketed,” said Amy Gross, the
program recruiter at WUJS Israel
Hadassah. “It’s mostly recent college
graduates because they have trouble
finding a job, but they want to experience Israel as well.” c
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah
Joyce Bauman Friedman of
Franklin will be
called to the Torah
as an adult b’not
mitzvah with her sister-in-law, Barbara
Friedman Polansky
of Rockville, Md.,
during Shabbat servJoyce Bauman
ices on Fri., Nov.11, Friedman and
at
The
Temple, Barbara Friedman
Polansky
Congregation Ohabai
Sholom.
Friedman is a member of The
Temple, its Women’s Torah Study Group
and a past member of its board of
trustees. She is a Realtor® in residential
real estate sales of new homes.
Previously, she was in public relations for
25 years.
Friedman’s mitzvot project is focusing
on feeding the homeless by working at the
Nashville Rescue Mission’s men’s kitchen.
She also provides ongoing volunteer public relations support to The Temple as well
as Kiwanis Club of Nashville, the
Nashville Philharmonic Orchestra and
the Tennessee Obesity Taskforce.
She is the daughter and stepdaughter of Sonny and Felice Bauman of
Memphis, Tenn., and the late Eleise
Rich Bauman. She and her husband,

Donald A. Friedman, have two children,
Linzi and Matthew.
Polansky is senior program manager
for constitution, bylaws, and trademarks
in the General Counsel’s Office of the
American Chemical Society in
Washington, D.C., and is the sister of
Joyce’s husband, Don. She is a member
of
the
Washington
Hebrew
Congregation in Washington, D.C., and
has been studying for her Bat Mitzvah
under Hebrew scholar Gerdy Trachtman.
Joshua Liam Gabella will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah at Congregation Micah on Sat.,
Dec. 17, at 10:30 a.m.
Joshua is the son of Bill
Gabella and Marcy
Singer-Gabella,
and
brother
of
Isaac Joshua Liam
Gabella. He is the
Gabella
grandson of Nancy
Gabella of Colorado, William F. Gabella
and Vera Federico of California,
Stephanie and Bill Miller of New York,
and Barry Singer of New York.
A seventh grader at the University
School of Nashville, Joshua is an avid
basketball player and video-gamer, runs
track and recently has begun to play
Ultimate Frisbee. His favorite school
subjects are math and English. For his
service project, Joshua is raising awareness and money for the DevilArk project. DevilArk is working to save
Tasmanian Devils, which are at risk of
extinction from the highly contagious
devil facial tumor disease (DFTD).

See what’s happening in the community.
Go to www.jewishnashville.org

Chabad of Nashville plans
Israel trip for March 2012

C

habad of Nashville will
be hosting a unique
excursion to the Holy
Land from March 19 –
29, 2012. Participants
will experience walking
the land through the lens of our ancestors. The trip will explore Israel’s historical and modern sites from the north to
the south including visits to nine
National Parks, including City of King
David; Ein Gedi; Keshet Cave; Montfort
National Park; Tel Dan; Gamla;
Herodium; Beit Shean; and Megiddo.
Participants on this trip will get to
visit Israel’s four holy cities, Jerusalem,
Hebron, Tzfat and Tiberias.
Walk the Old City Ramparts in
Jerusalem, visit the Western Wall
Tunnels, see the Davidson Center
Archeological Park, tour The Old City
Jewish Quarter, experience the Jerusalem
Market (Shuk), go on a Jerusalem
Muslim Quarter Shabbat Tour and walk
in the footsteps of the 1967 Paratroopers
by descending the Mt. of Olives and
ascending the Temple Mount, on a night
tour with a former paratrooper.
In Hebron you will visit the cave of

the Patriarchs, and stop by Rachel’s
Tomb. In Tzfat and Tiberias visit the
Safed Old City filled with Kabalistic
twists and turns, see unique Tzfat
Synagogues of famous Kabbalists, stroll
the artists quarter, partake in the interactive Otzar HaStam – Scribe Center, and
have dinner by the Sea of Galilee.
The trip will also take you to
Central Israel, Tel Aviv, the Old Jaffa
Port, Masada, Hebron and Gush Etzion
(with an armored touring vehicle).
The trip is open to the Nashville
community from first time to experienced visitors. Kosher dietary laws will
be observed, however all other observances will be left up to each individual’s
preferences.
There will be an informational
meeting about this trip during the first
week of December to learn about all of
the places the group will be visiting, and
to receive a detailed itinerary.
Deposits will be required to be paid
by Dec. 15. To attend the meeting, for
more information about this Israel
adventure and to see a complete itinerary, call 615/646-5750 or go to
www.shalomisraeltours.com/nashville. c
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Islamists’ success in Tunisian elections fuels mix of optimism, anxiety
By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) — It was an
orderly, peaceful election — a rarity in the
Arab world. And it was won by Islamists.
How observers view the Tunisian
elections and what they mean for the
West, Israel and the North African
country’s tiny Jewish community
depends in part on which of the two facts
they see as more significant.
In the Oct. 24 elections, the
Ennahda Party won 90 seats, making it
the largest bloc in the 217-member assembly. The Islamist party is now negotiating
with other parties to form a government.
Many see the Tunisian election
results as a harbinger of Islamist electoral
success in a post-Mubarak Egypt and a
post-Gadhafi Libya.
Those who have welcomed the Arab
Spring see Tunisia’s relatively peaceful

transition to democracy and Ennahda’s
professed commitments to tolerance and
pluralism as positive omens.
But other observers of the Arab
Spring detect in the Tunisian elections the
seeds of an Islamist winter. They question
the sincerity of Ennahda’s professions of
moderation, and see the Tunisian election
results as heralding a much more dangerous Middle East. Many supporters of Israel
particularly fear the likelihood of a politically empowered Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt, where a peace treaty for decades has
protected Israel’s southern flank, though
the threat is tempered somewhat by the
continued hand of the Egyptian military
on the levers of power.
Jason Isaacson, the director of international affairs for the American Jewish
Committee, which maintains close ties
to Tunisia’s Jewish community, says there
is much to praise in the country’s transi-

around the town
Unemployment
support group

tag, bumper cars, roller skating, glow golf
and much more. Call Teri Sogol at 3541662 for more details or to RSVP.

Losing a job is one of the most
stressful of life events. Jewish Family
Service will offer a professionally facilitated unemployment support group if
there is sufficient interest. Such a group
will help participants reduce isolation,
develop coping skills and experience a
safe environment in which to give and
receive support. For more information,
contact Teri Sogol, LCSW, at 354-1662.

Israeli dancing

Adoptive families
Jewish Family Service invites all
Jewish adoptive families to be our guests
at the Hillwood Strike and Spare on
Mon., Jan. 16, (Martin Luther King Day)
from 1 to 3 p.m. for a fun-filled afternoon.
Join us for one game of bowling plus laser

The Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers
meet every Monday evening at the
Schulman Center for Jewish Life (across
from Memorial Gym) at Vanderbilt
University. Warm-up and beginners
dances are from 7:30-8:30. Intermediateadvanced dancing and requests are from
8:30-10. Stay for all or part of the time,
and attend any or all of the sessions. No
previous dance experience is required.
Everyone is welcome to participate. For
more information, contact: Carol Rubin
352-9447 (Carol.Rubin@ vanderbilt.
edu) or Sharon Morrow 662-4881
(smorrow@wswcpasnashville.com) or
visit our website at
www.
vanderbilt.edu/israelidance/ .

MARSHALL DONNELLY
& COMBS
FUNERAL HOME
201 25th Ave., North
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

327-1111
Capturing, Sharing and Preserving the Memories of Life.

tion from dictatorship to democracy
within such a short period of time.
But, he warned, “It could go south.
There’s no question that promises and
commitments made in an election
campaign may be forgotten. It’s too
early to celebrate.”
Skeptics of Arab Spring doubt that
there will be cause to celebrate anytime soon.
“Anyone claiming that this is a moderate group is either lying or has been
deceived,” wrote Barry Rubin, director of
the Global Research and International
Affairs Center at the Interdisciplinary
Center in Herzliya, Israel, in an analysis of
Ennahda’s electoral success.
In his analysis, Rubin cited a 1994
article by Middle East scholar Martin

letter
To the Editor:
The recent article entitled “Occupy
Wall Street protests taking on Jewish
Flavor” [Observer Oct. 14] conceals a
number of disturbing elements.
The organizer of the Kol Nidre service, Dan Sieradski, is a self-proclaimed
anti-capitalist Anarchist, and a former
director of digital media for JTA (the
newswire that wrote the article). One
has to wonder why the JTA reporters
would not reveal these important facts.
Radicals who attempt to to hide in in the
cloak of legitimacy and who appeal to
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general notions of “justice” should be
viewed with a careful eye.
Rather than pursue their goals
through legitimate processes, the “occupy” groups seek to create street theater.
The article attempted to minimize
the disturbing anti-Semitic themes that
have permeated the “occupy” protests
across the nation. We only recently saw
this same approach happen 73 years ago
in November in Germany. Let's not be
fooled this time.
Michael Hershey

Buy
Israel!
T

hroughout the United States
and in many parts of the world,
there is a concerted effort to
delegitimze the State of Israel. One of
the tactics being used is a boycott of
Israeli products. This action has been
seen in several locations in our country.
In an effort to counter that boycott
and support Israel, many Jewish communities and organizations have urged
Americans to buy Israeli products. The
Community Relations Committee of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
The Observer want to make it easier for
Nashvillians to find Israeli-made goods
by publishing a list of the products and
where to find them, locally.
We need your help. If you know of
available products and the stores that
carry them, email that information to
judy@jewishnashville.org. Food, clothing, jewelry, wine, etc., whatever you
have found, please share it with our
community.
See the updated list, below and
send your additions to judy@jewishnashville.org or call 354-1637.
Israeli silver jewelry area TJMaxx stores
Geffen Pickles – Belle Meade
Kroger
Sabra Hummus and dips – area
grocery stores and Costco
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Kramer on the rhetoric and writings of
Rachid Ghannouchi, Ennahda’s founder
and current leader, who at the time was
seeking a visa to tour the United States.
Kramer, then affiliated with the
Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, cited Ghannouchi’s support for
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, who had
been defeated recently by a U.S.-led
coalition in the first Gulf War.
“We must wage unceasing war against
the Americans until they leave the land of
Islam, or we will burn and destroy all their
interests across the entire Islamic world,”
Ghannouchi said at the time.
Ghannouchi hewed to the typical
Muslim Brotherhood stance on Israel:
He backed Hamas and fervently wished
for Israel’s disappearance. c

Eden Feta Cheese – Trader Joe’s
Dorot frozen garlic and herbs –
Trader Joe’s
Telma products – Publix
Moroccan Hair Oil treatment –
Cosmetics Market
Sweet Clementines (oranges) –
Costco
Cedars Halva – Whole Foods
refrigerated section
Streit’s Quinoa and Israeli
Couscous – Harris Teeter
Jaffa Oranges – Publix
Muscato wine by Golan Wineries –
Bud’s Wine and Liquor,
Green Hills
Carries musical instruments made
in Israel – Gymboree Play &
Music, Cool Springs
Yehuda Yahrzeit candles – Whole
Foods
Yehuda matzos – Kroger
Yehuda and Aviv matzo products –
Whole Foods
Cosmetics found at Target:
Equate 3 Micro Remodeling
Cream
Daily Regenerating Serum
Eye Lifting Serum
My Time Firming Cream
Naot shoes and sandals – Cute and
Comfy Shoes, Green Hills

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRICIAN

MUSICIANS AND DJs

Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS
CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting
services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403
(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work
Residential - Commercial
Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

BLUE TONE MUSIC
Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band
DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer

Carrie Mills

The best use of your advertising dollar.
801 Percy Warner Blvd. 356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have
the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help
you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and
pick-up of your old appliances with
this ad. Available at any of our 16
stores. Visit us on the web at
www.electronicexpress.com
for a location near you.
HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY
Lighting • Appliances
Custom Kitchens and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!
615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury
Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND
HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology
Specializes in hearing and
hearing aid services.
For discount, mention this ad.
99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106
615-354-8011
www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®
‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road
Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656
119 McGrew Street, Suite A
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771
www.familystaffing.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

24 HOUR HEATING AND COOLING
Semi-Annual Cleaning $44.95
“Double Comfort Guarantee”
against same unit repairs until next
required maintenance*
Jon Rich, Gen. Mgr. (615) 669-1AIR
www.24hrair.com

HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 386-9200

GOINS CUSTOM DESIGN
Painting - Drywall - Wallpapter
Interior Exterior Commercial Residential
615-485-3141 Teresa Goins-Brim
Insured * Excellent Community References
"Sometime the best man for the job
is a woman"

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG
Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105 Dir 277-1483
jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com
GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance
Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable
Giving, Long Term Care
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287
Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161
MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU - CLTC
Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance,
Disability and Long Term Care Insurance
214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251
Brentwood, TN 37027
Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390
ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU;
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;
Van Robins
Auto, Home, Life, Health,
Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300
Ph. 665-9200 • www.robinsins.com
ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger
Pattie Bowling
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care
212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700
www.zanderins.com

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

Residential & Relocation Specialists

HEATING AND COOLING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REAL ESTATE con’t

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, D.D.S., M.S.
Specialist in Orthodontics Diplomate,
American Board of Orthodontics
Green Hills
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
Nashville, TN 37215 • Ph. 269-5903

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and
Condominium Management
Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968
255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE
FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)
Synergy Realty
C. 615.351.7333

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO
383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com
LORNA M. GRAFF
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR
371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com
www.lornagraff.com
NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
383-0183 (bus.)• 973-1117 (cell)
nspeller@bellsouth.net

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.
Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring
Alan Sissel 646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE
Your Running/Walking
Swimming Headquarters
3205 West End Ave.
Nashville, TN 37203
(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION
PATRICIA STRAUS, Broker,
MBA, CRS, ABR
2009 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD
TOP SALES PERSON RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE, THE CITY PAPER
Fridrich & Clark Realty
www.PatriciaStraus.com
615.263.4800 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)
pstraus@realtracs.com

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification
For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL
HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding
Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road 615-383-4241
www.murphyroadvet.com

WATCH REPAIR
WATCH-REPAIR
Ratt and Son / Watchmakers
Contemporary & antique restoration
615-585-1910
www.rattandson.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.
Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED
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What happens now that the U.S. has cut UNESCO funds?
Continued from page 1
operations subcommittee of the House
Appropriations Committee, said in a
statement.
Granger had the backing of the
committee’s senior Democrat, Rep. Nita
Lowey (D-N.Y.).
“Consistent with current law,
UNESCO’s action also has put at risk its
funding from United States taxpayers,
who provide more than one-fifth of
UNESCO’s budget,” Lowey said in her
statement. “UNESCO must understand
that such irresponsible actions have serious consequences.”
Richard Stone and Malcolm
Hoenlein, respectively the chairman and
executive vice chairman of the
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations, said in a
statement, “We trust that the
Administration and Congress will take
the appropriate action under U.S. law at
the earliest possible time.”

The Obama administration, for its
part, acted almost immediately. By that
afternoon it was already announcing that
funding would be cut off, and that
UNESCO would not get about $60 million due on Nov. 1.
“Palestinian membership as a state
in UNESCO triggers longstanding legislative restrictions which will compel
the United States to refrain from making
contributions to UNESCO,” said a statement from Victoria Nuland, the State
Department spokeswoman.
Susan Rice, the U.S. envoy to the
United Nations, tweeted: “Today’s vote
to grant Palestinian membership in
UNESCO is no substitute for direct
negotiations, but it is deeply damaging to
UNESCO.”
Some supporters of the Obama
administration’s multilateralism, however, expressed concern about the impact
that the tough U.S. line on UNESCO
would have on American influence.

“Here is this old law, first written in
1990 and updated in 1994, compelling a
drastic measure that doesn’t fit the
offense,” said Matt Duss, a policy analyst
for the Center for American Progress.
Duss outlined what he said were
gains that the Obama administration has
made at the United Nations: intensifying international sanctions isolating Iran
and increasing awareness of human
rights abuses in that country.
“The re-engagement at the United
Nations has been an important agenda
item for the U.S.; it’s done a lot of good,”
he said. “Part of that influence is to
Israel’s benefit.”
Pulling funding from UNESCO also
could jeopardize many non-controversial
programs administered by the body,
including tsunami early-warning systems
and clean water efforts in poor countries.
Conservative critics, however, reject
the assertion that taking a tough line
with the U.N. harms American interests.

A commemoration of
the 16th anniversary
of Yitzhak Rabin’s
Assassination
Years later, an Israeli young adult
shares her memories of
November 4, 1995 and Rabin’s legacy.
Presentation and Discussion

November 29, 7 p.m.
Gordon Jewish Community Center
For more details and to RSVP,
please contact
Inbar Shaked, Community Shlicha
at inbar@jewishnashville.org
or 615-354-1632

“You said that peace
is for the children.”

8

October 28, 2011 The Observer

“Can someone explain to me why it
is this is a problem for the United
States? It’s a problem for UNESCO,”
said Danielle Pletka, vice president for
foreign and defense policy studies at the
American Enterprise Institute. “All of
these organizations need to assess
whether their funding from the United
States is more important than their support for the bureaucratic creation of a
Palestinian state.”
For its part, the Obama administration had immediate concerns: Drawing
back from UNESCO could have repercussions with an affiliated body, the
World Intellectual Property Organization.
Officials from the State Department and
the Patent Office briefed “representatives
from leading industries” on Oct. 31 on the
possible repercussions on protecting overseas copyrights.
“The United States is a leading global voice on issues related to patent, copyright, and trademark matters, and should
the U.S. be unable to provide its contributions to WIPO, the impact of that
voice could be significantly diminished,”
a State Department statement said.
Politico reported that representatives of Apple, Google, Microsoft, the
Motion Picture Association of America,
PhRMA and the Recording Industry
Association of America attended — a
signal that the Obama administration
was ready to bring in big guns to lobby
Congress on the issue.
The statement from Nuland emphasized that the administration was exploring its options.
“The United States will maintain its
membership in and commitment to
UNESCO, and we will consult with
Congress to ensure that U.S. interests and
influence are preserved,” Nuland said.
Liberal Israel advocacy groups like J
Street and Americans for Peace Now
urged Congress to reconsider the laws
that prompted the funding cutoff.
“Existing legislation regarding the
U.N. and the Palestinians must be
amended to include sufficient flexibility
to protect U.S. national security interests,” Americans for Peace Now said in a
statement.
Leading House Republicans seem
focused on further ratcheting up the pressure to derail the Palestinian U.N. campaign. In response to the UNESCO vote,
Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.), chairwoman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, quickly announced a briefing
for Nov. 3 on “How to drop the
Palestinian statehood scheme at the
U.N.: UNESCO and beyond.” RosLehtinen has introduced a bill that would
reinforce existing laws banning funding to
international bodies that grant full membership to the Palestinians.
Israel praised the United States for
its swift action. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said the U.S.
defunding announcement was further
evidence of a “strong and solid” alliance
with Israel.
Yet Israel did not commit to withdraw its own funding of UNESCO,
amounting to about three percent of the
agency’s budget, or to pull out of the
organization. An Israeli official told JTA
that the government is considering its
options.
UNESCO is one of the few multilateral bodies where Israel’s concerns have
received a sympathetic hearing;
UNESCO runs Holocaust education
programs in countries that have otherwise been hostile to such learning. c

