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Uniting after tragedy

As this issue of The Observer was 
going to press, a gunman opened 

fire during Saturday morning services on 
Oct. 27 at the Tree of Life Congregation 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., killing 11 people 
worshiping that day and wounding 
others, including police, resulting in 
the largest loss of Jewish lives in an 

Global Day of Jewish Learning: 
How has exile shaped us?

The Global Day of Jewish Learning 
brings Jewish communities around 
the world together on the same 

date to examine topics dealing with a 
common theme and to share in the expe-
rience of learning. 

This year’s Global Day in 
Nashville – to take place on 
Sunday, Nov. 11 - will tack-
le the concept and experi-
ence of exile with novel 
and thought-provoking 
approaches. This dynam-
ic half-day program will 
feature breakout sessions 
consisting of small groups 
that work collaboratively to 
address topics such as “Exile 
from Within,” “The Cost of Being 
Jewish,” “Bridging Generational Exile,” 
“Ambassador of Exiles” and “Reclaiming 
the Exiled from Around the Globe.”

This year’s local chair for Global 
Day of Jewish Learning is Alon Diamant-
Cohen. Alon is a digital anthropologist 
and cyber-security project manager who 
is passionate about community, Judaism, 
and education. 

The event will be held in the 
Hillsboro Village area, with exact loca-
tion given once participants register. 
There is no charge for the event; lunch 
and parking are provided; space is limit-

ed. To participate, attendees must regis-
ter online at https://bit.ly/NashvilleGDJL

During the Global Day of Jewish 
Learning, expect to participate in a full 
group session to start the day and set the 
tone, followed by small group discussions 

unpacking issues relevant to Judaism 
and our local Jewish community 

today. Laypersons from the 
local Jewish community will 
lead the small groups.

This year’s format will 
encourage participants to 
talk, share, and think with 
the other members of their 

breakout session and give 
them a chance to really be 

heard and to listen to others talk 
about complex issues that are critical 

for us to consider as Jews today.
The Global Day of Jewish Learning, 

uniting Jewish communities through 
shared study, is a project of the Aleph 
Society and Rabbi Adin Even-Israel 
Steinsaltz, along with the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. It is the 
seventh year for the event in Nashville.

For more information, check the 
Jewish Federation website, www.jewish-
nashville.org, or email Adam Bronstone, 
director of planning and Israel partner-
ships at the Jewish Federation. •

Program Details
Date:  Sunday, Nov. 11

Place:  Hillsboro Village area; location given upon   
 registration

Schedule:  9:30 a.m. - Doors open, sign in for the event
 10:30 a.m. - Kickoff
 11:30 a.m. - Breakout
 1 p.m. - Lunch and closing session

Theme:  The making of a wandering people  
 How can a nation or a people exist in diaspora?  
 We will explore how the experience of exile  
 has shaped the resilience of the Jewish people,  
 from biblical times to the present day.

Register:
https://bit.ly/NashvilleGDJL

CommUNITY Mission to Israel
Twenty community members have gathered stories to tell and ideas to share 

during this fall’s CommUNITY Mission to Israel, which took place from Oct. 15-21. 
Participants experienced Israel’s many sides, from the archeological to the technolog-
ical, and connected with new and old Israeli friends. A group of participants are shown 
above at the Kotel in Jerusalem in this photograph by Barbara Levy Zander.

In addition to the trip to Israel, some participants added a pre-Mission tour of 
Morocco or extended their trip to attend the Jewish Federations of North America 
General Assembly in Tel Aviv from Oct. 22-24.

Full details on the mission, with a Nashville perspective, will appear in the 
December Observer. General Assembly coverage from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
news service inside on page 21. 

Still time to attend 
President’s Award event

Join with friends to honor Shirley 
Zeitlin as this year’s President’s Award 
recipient at an event taking place on  

 Sunday, Nov. 18. The evening is 
being chaired by Karen Yazdian and 
Jessica Averbuch, and the award is the 
highest accolade of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. 

“It’s such an honor to recognize Shirley 
and all she has contributed to our commu-
nity,” said Jewish Federation President Lisa 
Perlen. “Our chairs and their committee 

are putting together an exciting, innova-
tive format for this special evening.”

It also will be an opportunity to meet 
and hear from new Executive Director 
Eric Stillman.

To learn what’s in store on Nov. 18, 
you must be there. It all takes place from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center.

There’s still time to attend. Send in 
the response card included with mailed 
invitations or register online at www.jew-
ishnashville.org/2018Presidentsaward •

anti-Semitic attack in the history of 
the United States. We are heartsick 
over this senseless loss of life. We grieve 
for those who were killed and pray 
for peace for their surviving families 
and friends. The Observer will provide 
online coverage of this unfolding story 
at jewishobservernashville.org. •
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Eva Schloss, second from right, signs books for attendees at her talk in Nashville on 
her experiences as a teen-ager during the Holocaust. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN 

Eva Schloss tells personal story of survival during Holocaust
By KATHY CARLSON

Eva Schloss was 9 years old when 
she and her family first fled Nazis 
from their native Austria. She was 

16 when World War II ended. She lived 
in hiding in Amsterdam, where she knew 
Anne Frank and her family, and nearly 
died in the Auschwitz-Birkenau concen-
tration camp complex.

Mrs. Schloss was in Nashville to 
speak to nearly 1,000 people at the 
Music City Center on Oct. 11. Her 
appearance was sponsored by Chabad 
of Nashville and the Revere Montessori 
Preschool along with corporate sponsors 
Regions Bank, Hermitage Lighting and 
Genesis Diamonds.

Waiting to meet Mrs. Schloss at a 
book-signing reception before her talk 
were Tom Ostrander and his 9-year-old 
daughter. 

“I want my daughter to know about 
the Holocaust and tell her children,” 
he said. 

Ed Fulcher and his granddaughter, 
an eighth-grader, also stood in line. “I 
came here because I’ve been interested 
in history since the third grade,” the teen 
said. She has read Elie Wiesel’s “Night,” 
the diary of Anne Frank and “The Hiding 
Place” by Corrie Ten Boom. 

The event with Mrs. Schloss was a 
rare opportunity to hear from someone 
who had experienced the Holocaust, 
she said. 

Fulcher said he had visited Yad 
Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial and 
museum, and was moved by the Garden of 
the Righteous Among the Nations. “I pray 
that if I’m ever in a position to help,” he 
said, “I’d be one of those people.”
Learning firsthand

In the audience for Mrs. Schloss’s 
talk were young and old, Jews and 
Christians, families and persons attend-
ing by themselves. Her talk was pre-
sented in an interview format, with 
Laurie Cardoza-Moore conducting the 
interview. Cardoza-Moore founded the 
Tennessee-based pro-Israel Christian 
group Proclaiming Justice to the Nations.

Mrs. Schloss’s presentation brought 
home how the Nazis’ regime of hate 
pervaded everyday life, before and after 
Jews and others were systematically killed 
in concentration camps. It also offered a 
portrait of Anne Frank, from someone 
who knew her as a young teen-ager 
growing up in the same neighborhood in 
Amsterdam in 1940. Their families knew 

each other as well, living in a compact, 
urban area of apartment buildings and 
a small square on which all the children 
played. 
So what was Anne Frank like?

Whereas the young Eva Geiringer 
liked to ride bicycles and play hopscotch 
and marbles, Anne was very sure of her-
self and was interested in boys, including 
Eva’s older brother, Heinz, Eva said.

“She talked a lot in school,” Eva 
recalled. “She just couldn’t help it.” Eva’s 
brother was friends with Anne’s older sis-
ter, Margot, and they would study together. 

Eva met Anne’s father, Otto Frank, 
who was much older than her own father. 
She saw him as a grandfatherly figure.

By the time the Eva’s and Anne’s 
families became acquainted in Holland, 
the Geiringers had already moved from 
Austria to Belgium to Holland to stay 
one step ahead of the Nazis.  The first 
move came when Eva was 9 and had 
already seen her best friend’s family turn 
against her and her brother beaten badly 
by schoolmates shortly after the Nazis 
took over Austria. 

Life became harder and harder for 
the Geiringers, Franks and all Jews in 
Holland. In June 1942, the Nazis required 
young Jewish people age 16 and up in the 
Netherlands to go to Germany, supposed-
ly to work in factories. Heinz was 16 and 
didn’t oppose joining his friends to go to 
Germany.
‘We’re going into hiding’

At that point, Eva’s father told the 
family: “Heinz, you are not going. We’re 
going into hiding.” 

The family split up. She hid with her 
mother; Heinz, with his father. “It was 
the first time for certain I realized it was 
a matter of life and death.”

She and her mother moved seven 
times over two years in hiding, finding 
refuge with help from the Dutch resis-
tance. Nazis regularly searched houses 
in an effort to find every Jew, and resis-
tance workers built hiding places within 
the hiding places to protect Jews. Even 
though they were in hiding, she and her 
mother would venture out once a month 
to visit her father and brother.

The whole family was discovered in 
1944 when a nurse betrayed them and 
led the Nazis to a place the Geiringers 
had been told was a safe house. The nurse 
had turned over more than 200 people to 
the Nazis, and she did it for money, Mrs. 
Schloss said.

Her father and brother were sent to 

Auschwitz and she and her mother went 
to Birkenau, the nearby concentration 
camp for women. The last time her 
family was all together was in a cattle 
car on the way to Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
she said, her previously steady voice 
showing emotion.

She and her mother came close to 
death in the camp but survived with help 
from a cousin, who was a nurse in the 
camp hospital run by the notorious Dr. 
Josef Mengele. Eva managed to speak to 
her father on the other side of a fence 
separating the two death camps.  
Liberation and perseverance

By the time Russians liberated 
Birkenau in 1945, the few remaining pris-
oners had been fending for themselves 
because the Germans had abandoned the 
site days earlier. Later, she learned that 
her father and brother had left Auschwitz 
with the Nazis just weeks before libera-
tion. Again, she and her mother clung to 
hope they’d reunite. 

Otto Frank was still at Auschwitz 
and he asked Eva if he had seen Anne or 
Margot, but neither she nor her mother 
had seen them. Mr. Frank later learned 
that his daughters had died of typhus in 
the concentration camp. 

Despite the horrors they witnessed 
in Birkenau, both Eva Schloss and her 
mother, Fritzi Geiringer, built productive 
and happy lives afterward. 

Mrs. Geiringer and Mr. Frank even-
tually fell in love and married, a happy 
union that lasted until his death in 1980.

Eva was happily married to Zvi 
Schloss for 62 years. Mr. Schloss died 
in 2016. They had three daughters, now 
grown and with children of their own. 
All three are active in the peace move-
ment and in organizations that help 
other people.

It had been a long day in Nashville 
for Mrs. Schloss, now 89. She had signed 
her name to 400 books in preparation 
for the event and given three interviews 
with news reporters. 
Why she speaks out

For 40 years she didn’t talk about her 
Holocaust experiences, she said. About 
20 years ago, she began to tell her story 
to audiences.

Here in Nashville, she referred to 
Mayor David Briley’s opening remarks 
calling on Nashville to remain a city that 
welcomes refugees.

“That is why I won’t stop speaking,” 
Mrs. Schloss said. “…We have a duty to 
help refugees. I was a refugee. Nobody 
(becomes a refugee) out of pleasure. 
We’re forced to do it.” She called on 
the audience to help people and work to 
create a world where people won’t need 
to become refugees. 

“We as survivors have a duty to 
speak to the world.”  •

Paper Clip Project marks 20 
years of Holocaust education

The Paper Clip Project, which 
enabled middle schoolers in 
Whitwell, Tenn., to grasp the 

meaning of the Holocaust by collecting 
6 million paper clips, will mark its 20th 
anniversary at special events scheduled 
to take place this month.

An open house will take place at 
Whitwell Middle School, 1 Butterfly 
Lane, on Thursday, Nov. 8, from 5-7 
p.m. A memorial service is scheduled 
for the following day, Friday, Nov. 9, 
at 1:30 p.m. at the school. The city of 
Whitwell is about 24 miles northwest of 
Chattanooga.  

The project originated when 
then-Whitwell Middle School principal 
Linda Hooper asked language arts teach-
er Sandra Roberts and associate principal 
David Smith to begin a Holocaust edu-

cation class, according to information on 
the website for the project. 

The students decided that collect-
ing the paper clips would help them 
better understand what happened in the 
Holocaust. Each paper clip would repre-
sent one person who died in the Shoah. 
The students chose the paper clip as a 
symbol because they had learned through 
research that Norwegians wore paper 
clips as a silent protest and symbol of 
resistance against Nazi occupation during 
World War II. 

The project extended over several 
years and in 2001, the school established 
a Children’s Holocaust Memorial, which 
includes an authentic German railcar 
filled with a portion of the more than 30 
million paper clips the students eventual-
ly collected. •

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, left, with Tommy Bernard, president of Chabad of Nashville, 
Mayor David Briley and Eva Schloss, Anne Frank’s stepsister, all attending the evening 
with Eva Schloss at the Music City Center. PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN
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Connect. Learn. Belong.
Nashville’s Global Day of Jewish Learning 

Explore the Makings of a Wandering People
November 11, 2018   

• Time: 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

• Location - Hillsboro Village 

• No charge to attend. Lunch & parking provided.

• Nashville event chair: Alon Diamant-Cohen

• Registration url: https://bit.ly/NashvilleGDJL   
or scan the QR code to the right

Nashville-area man 
featured on ‘We’ll Meet 
Again’ on Nov. 20

When the second season of 
the PBS series “We’ll Meet 
Again” starts up this month, 

viewers will learn how two Holocaust 
survivors were reunited in Centennial 
Park, more than 70 years after they last 
saw each other.

The series, developed by television 
journalist Ann Curry and described on 
its website, features reunions of people 
whose lives crossed at pivotal moments. 
One of this year’s stories, to air on Nov. 
20, belongs to Ben Alalouf, 77, who now 
lives in Middle Tennessee.

Born into a Jewish family in former 
Yugoslavia in 1941, Ben spent the first 
three years of his life in hiding in Albania 
and Italy. He, his older brother and par-
ents eventually escaped from Europe to 
the United States after the Allies liberat-
ed Italy in 1944. 

From 1944-46 his family lived in a 
refugee camp for Holocaust survivors in 
Oswego, N.Y. There, he met a little girl 
whose name he remembered as Seeka. 
She and her family were fellow refu-
gees who lived next door in the camp. 
His family left Oswego and settled in 
Brooklyn in 1946, when he was 5 years 
old. “She was basically my first friend,” 
he said in a recent telephone interview.

“Hardly anybody even knows about 
this camp in New York State,” he contin-
ued. But Curry had learned about Oswego 
and became interested in the story. 

Staff of the Safe Haven Museum and 
Education Center, housed in a former 
camp administration building, contacted 
people who lived there who are still alive 
today, including Alalouf. 

“The only person I really remember 
was this little girl next door,” he told the 
show’s producers.

Let us look into it, they said. Things 
seemed to be on hold, but one day he 
received a call from Blink Entertainment 
in London.

“At first I thought it was a con,” 
Alalouf recalled. He spoke with them, 
sent a copy of a presentation that he has 
made in Florida and then interviewed 

with the producers over Skype.
Eventually, he and the show’s pro-

ducers went to Oswego. “There on the 
wall was my family’s name and every-
thing.” The producers then told Alalouf 
he would be meeting a Maryland man 
who was at the same camp with him and 
lived next door. “On the way down to 
Maryland they told me it’s going to be 
quite emotional,” he said.

The producers were right.
In Maryland, Alalouf met the man 

and showed him a photo of the girl he 
remembered from long ago - a picture of 
the two in the snow.

“That’s my sister,” the man said.
“Is she alive?” Alalouf asked.
Yes, he replied; she lives a couple 

of miles from here and she and her 
husband are on a cruise in Alaska. Her 
name was Flora.

Viewers can see how Ben and Flora 
eventually met in Nashville’s Centennial 
Park. Alalouf continues the story.

“The last time I saw her, I was 5 and 
I was 77 today,” he said.

They stayed there for a while in 
the park, then had lunch in downtown 
Nashville with her brother, sister-in-
law and Alalouf’s wife. Then Flora and 
her family came to the Alaloufs’ home, 
talking into the night.

“We have become very close friends 
of the family,” Alalouf said. “That’s how 
it all came about.”

Over the years, Alalouf has spoken 
about his experiences to church groups, 
school children and at a Holocaust center 
in Florida, where he and his wife live for 
part of the year. Alalouf retired in 2009 as a 
high school administrator in Michigan. He 
graduated from Murray State University 
in Kentucky, where he met his wife. They 
lived in Michigan for 49 years.

“I was born in a bomb shelter in 
Yugoslavia,” Alalouf said. “I consider 
myself extremely fortunate.”

The episode of “We’ll Meet Again” 
that features Ben Alalouf is titled 
“Surviving the Holocaust” and airs on 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, on NPT at 7 p.m. •

Kristallnacht survivor Marion 
Lazan to speak at Vanderbilt

Learn about Kristallnacht, the dead-
ly attacks on Jews that took place 
in Germany 80 years ago, from 

a witness and survivor who will speak 
at Vanderbilt University on Tuesday, 
Nov. 6.

Marion Blumenthal Lazan will speak 
about the devastating years that shaped 
her childhood in a program titled “The 
80th Anniversary of Kristallnacht with 
Survivor, Marion Lazan.” It’s part of 
the Vanderbilt Holocaust Lecture Series, 
now in its 41st year. Lazan’s talk is to 
take place at 7 p.m. at Benton Chapel 
at Vanderbilt Divinity School, 411 21st 
Avenue South.

Lazan wrote a memoir of her child-
hood experiences a book titled “Four 
Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story,” 
published in 1996. She was born in 
Bremen, Germany, her biography on her 
Amazon web page states. 

One important goal of the Holocaust 
Lecture Series, says Ari Dubin, executive 
director of Vanderbilt Hillel, is to allow 
for students to interact with survivors 
and hear directly from them about their 
experiences, “so that students can hear as 
long as possible from survivors.”  

The website for her book, www.
fourperfectpebbles.com, describes her 
memoir as follows: “Following Hitler’s 

rise to power, the Blumenthal family—
father, mother, Marion, and her brother, 
Albert—were trapped in Nazi Germany. 
The Blumenthals managed eventually to 
get to Holland, but soon thereafter it was 
occupied by the Nazis. For the next six 
and a half years the Blumenthals were 
forced to live in refugee, transit, and 
prison camps that included Westerbork 
in Holland and the notorious Bergen-
Belsen in Germany. 

“Though they all survived the camps, 
Walter Blumenthal, Marion’s father, suc-
cumbed to typhus just after liberation. 
It took three more years of struggle and 
waiting before Marion, Albert, and their 
mother at last obtained the necessary 
papers and boarded ship for the United 
States. Their story is one of horror and 
hardship, but it is also a story of courage, 
hope, and the will to survive.”

The Vanderbilt Holocaust Lecture 
Series has been revamped in recent years, 
said Ari Dubin, executive director of 
Hillel at Vanderbilt. A student commit-
tee now works on the series along with 
faculty and staff and student participa-
tion has increased considerably, he said. 
In addition, the series now runs through-
out the academic year, rather than only 
in the fall, as had been the previous 
practice. •

Ben Alalouf and Ann Curry PHOTOGRAPH FURNISHED BY NPT

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

To access the Community Calendar,
 go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”
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Nashville community members reflected on the purpose of their visit to the National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, Ala., as stated on the wall of the muse-
um itself. PHOTOGRAPH BY RABBI MARK SCHIFTAN

Community members experience civil rights pilgrimage

Twenty-one community members 
joined in a daylong pilgrimage to 
Montgomery, Ala., to gain greater 

understanding of the legacy of slavery, 
the horror of lynchings and our country’s 
continuing struggle with racism.

The Oct. 6 trip, titled “The Tragic 
American Legacy of Lynching,” was 
sponsored by The Temple, Congregation 
Micah and Gordon Jewish Community 
Center, with funding from the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. It 
included stops at the Legacy Museum: 
From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration, 
the National Memorial for Peace and 
Justice and the Civil Rights Memorial at 
the Southern Poverty Law Center.

A goal of the trip was to allow par-
ticipants to experience and reflect on the 
meaning of these sites both as Americans 
and as Jews.

“When we wrote the original grant, we 
planned on a trip to the well-established 
sites and museums in Selma, Montgomery 
and Birmingham, all of which covered the 
difficult journey from before the Civil War, 

to the struggle for civil rights, to the racial 
tensions, divisions and biases that exist 
to this day,” said Rabbi Mark Schiftan of 
The Temple. He and Leslie Sax, executive 
director of the Gordon JCC, wrote the pro-
posal for a grant from the Jewish Federation 
to fund the trip.

“Once we heard about the new 
museum and memorial established in 
Montgomery which opened this past 
April, we knew that would be our specific 
focus of our Journey for Justice,” he said. 

“It truly was a sacred journey and a 
truly spiritual pilgrimage. As Jews, we are 
commanded to remember our own past 
and to apply the lessons learned to others 
who struggled—and still do— simply and 
solely because of the fears and prejudices 
of others. Unless we apply those lessons 
of the harshness of human degradation 
and the hope for human decency and 
dignity for others— we have failed in our 
mission as Jews.”

Two participants on the trip, James 
Mackler and Kathryn Gupton, have con-
tributed opinion pieces on their experi-
ences, found on page 6. •

Prayer for the Civil Rights Trip
The group recited this prayer after visiting the Museum and Memorial. It was com-
piled and composed by Rabbi Shana Mackler.

“History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived. 
But if faced with courage, it need not be lived again.” 

     Maya Angelou 

Thank you, God, for the opportunity to stand on this sacred ground, for those who 
recognized our nation’s need to engage with itself and its terrorizing and traumatiz-
ing past. We are grateful for the work undertaken to create a holy, life-affirming, 
memory-holding, courage-generating, truth-telling site.  

May we have the strength, wisdom, and clarity of vision to use our power to work toward 
bringing peace and an end to oppression of all kinds. 

May our rhetoric of inclusivity not be mere words. May we actively engage in dia-
logue and action to end discrimination and prejudice.  

May we put an end to the terror of racism, the violence of hate, the brutality of bigotry.  

May we make room for the stories and histories of others and welcome the honesty 
of a blemished past, as we confront our roles in maintaining a system of institution-
alized racism. 

May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relation-
ships, so that we may live deep within our hearts.  

May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so 
that we may work for justice, freedom and peace.  

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, degradation, so 
we may reach out our hand to comfort them.  

And may God bless us with enough chutzpah to believe that we can make a differ-
ence in the world, so that we might do what others claim cannot be done. Amen.  

As we take a moment of silence to remember and reflect, we pray that the memories 
stirred up, the memories of darkness and pain, may one day help bring about a day 
of blessing.  May the souls of the lives taken in hate be bound in the bonds of ever-
lasting life and may they, their loved ones and our nation soon find peace. Amen. 

The Jewish Federation Foundation of 
Nashville  Middle Tennessee

 is currently accepting applications for

The goal of the  is to 
provide incentive grants (to offset costs) 
to help individuals with disabilities to 
travel, participate in programs, or pursue 
hobbies and interests in order to enrich 
their ives and encourage independence. 
The incentives may be used

The incentive grant is designed to help 
defray costs of travel, registration, and 
meals as well as providing an aide or 
companion, if needed. All incentive grants 
will be paid as a reimbursement of costs.

To be eligible for a Lori 
Ann Fishel Fund Incentive 
Grant the applicant must:

Live within the area served by
the Jewish Federation and Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee.

Be a Jewish individual or a member
of a Jewish family of any age with a
diagnosed disability.

Complete the attached form.

Submit a letter of recommendation.
The person preparing the letter
of recommendation should
be knowledgeable about the
applicant’s ability to participate in
the suggested outing.
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K
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 Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
 Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone   615/356-3242
Fax   615/352-0056
E-mail   kathy@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
23315334) is published monthly for $25 per 
year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.
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G R E E N  H I L L S

I am Josh Crowley, a senior at Franklin 
High School. I am shadowing Sharon 
Ben Ami, community shlicha, as part 

of my school’s senior shadow day. 
Job shadowing at the Jewish 

Federation might not be for most teens, 
but for me it was a no-brainer. My love 
for Judaism and Israel made it the best 
choice I could have possibly made. 

Shadowing gives me the opportuni-
ty to learn how to better express myself 
and my love for Israel. Why do I love 
Israel so much? At a time that many peo-
ple feel distant and disconnect from the 
holy land, why am I so passionate about 
Israel? Truthfully, prior to this summer 
I felt distant from Israel. To me it was 
just a Jewish country halfway across the 
planet. I felt connected to it religiously, 
but I had no real personal connection. 
That changed this past summer. I had 
the blessing to spend the best six weeks 
of my life in Israel with 200 other Jewish 
teenagers from across North America on 
Ramah Israel Seminar. 

On seminar we went from the very 
northern part of Israel in the Golan 
Heights to the most southern part in 
Eilat. We visited towns, mountains, cit-
ies, dig sites, historical structures, and 
many kibbutzim, establishing a personal 
connection with not only just the land 
of Israel, but also the people that lived 
there. We were able to feel a part of the 
Israeli culture (or as much as a bunch of 
teenagers from the United States and 
Canada can). We visited many markets 
(shuk), went to local synagogues, walked 
through Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, and ate 
a lot of incredible food. 

Israelis had really made us feel wel-
comed any time we went anywhere. One 

Sharing With Sharon 

of my favorite memories involving the 
amazing hospitality we received was on 
the last Shabbas we spent in Jerusalem. 
A group of 10 of us had gone to a syn-
agogue.  After services we stayed a little 
after to eat some snacks and talk with the 
congregation. It turned out that a major-
ity of the congregation actually had con-
nections to Ramah. One of the members 
of the congregation was Rabbi Loren 
Sykes, former camp director of Ramah 
Darom and Ramah in Wisconsin. The 
synagogue gave us a huge tub of water-
melon to eat on our way back. 

We were about to leave when a 
random woman from the congregation 
offered to have us over lunch. Obviously 
we accepted. We walked to her house 
and had one of the most incredible 
Shabbos lunches ever. This woman’s 
hospitality really made us feel like we 
were a part of Israel, and is one of the 
reasons I love it so much. These incred-
ible connections fuel my passion for 
advocating for Israel. 

My religious connection to Israel was 
further strengthened during this trip. The 
first time I laid eyes on Jerusalem was by 
far the most magical experience I think 
I have ever had.  Finally seeing the city 
with my own eyes is indescribable. We 

visited so many Jewish sites including the 
Western Wall. All I can describe about 
that experience is amazing. Thousands of 
Jews coming together at this site praying, 
singing, and dancing was absolutely the 
most amazing thing I’ve ever seen. We 
visited many other religious sites across 
Israel which continued to grow my reli-
gious attachment to Israel. 

Israel is a country for Jewish people 
to live and be themselves. I think that 
everyone should visit Israel, because it 
will be the most amazing experience of 
their lives. I now find myself spending 
every day thinking about Israel, reading 
about Israel, and talking about Israel in 
hopes that one day I’ll be able to go back. 
It is my dream for other people to have 
this connection with Israel. I want to 
help people connect, to feel like it isn’t 
just a country halfway across the world, 
but that it is our country. 

A note from Sharon: 
GET CONNECTED!

Josh has joined me for a day to learn 
about Israel engagement, writing this 
November column and helping me pre-
pare content about Israel for a NowGen 
program. Josh came to learn, but ended up 
teaching me. I learned that Israel STILL 
IS important to teens despite Jewish and 
Israeli adults’ fear of teens experiencing 
a disconnection from Israel for many 
different reasons, maybe political, reli-
gious and so forth. Don’t get me wrong, 
the struggle is-rael, there is much more 
work to be done in order to encourage 
Israel engagement amongst Jewish teens 

around the world, But there is also room 
for acknowledgment of young teens like 
Josh, that are well informed, proactive 
and engaged with Israel, independently 
without any adult asking them to. 

One of the ways we encourage Israel 
engagement amongst our teens here in the 
Nashville Jewish community is the Get 
Connected teen trip to Israel, which has 
occurred every year for the past 12 years, 
organized and highly subsidized by the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

The trip starts in Nashville with 
pretrip educational sessions about Israel, 
led by the community shlicha (Moi), 
and followed by a two-week trip to Israel 
during the summer, where teens don’t 
only travel and learn about Israel, but 
spend time with host families in our 
Partnership region, Hadera-Eiron. This 
is a unique opportunity for the teens 
to form long-lasting connections with 
Israeli peers and it doesn’t end in Israel. 
The Israeli teens come to Nashville the 
following month to be hosted by the 
Nashville teens and to staff the Camp 
Davis summer camp. This makes the Get 
Connected trip much more than just a 
trip, but a way to create relationship 
between American Jews and Israelis. 

ALL high school age students can 
GET CONNECTED at the Israel Retreat 
in NASHVILLE, JANUARY 5-6, 2019.

If you would like register or learn 
more about the Get Connected trip 
or other opportunities to engage with 
Israel, please contact me at: Sharon@
jewishnashville.org  •

Sharon Ben Ami and Josh Crowley

Josh
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How far we have come; how much work remains
By JAMES MACKLER

“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall 
exist within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.”

-The Thirteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

I often find myself considering the 13th 
Amendment during my work with the 
Federal Public Defender. I consider its 

promise as my indigent clients, almost 
always young men of color, are led to or 
from our jailhouse meetings, shackled, 
escorted by guards who rarely share their 
skin tone. I considered it again during our 
Jewish community visit to the National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice and the 
Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Ala. 

The National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice, which opened to the public 
on April 26, 2018, is, according to its web-
site, “the nation’s first memorial dedicated 
to the legacy of enslaved black people, 
people terrorized by lynching, African 

Americans humiliated by racial segrega-
tion and Jim Crow, and people of color 
burdened with contemporary presump-
tions of guilt and police violence.” 

The Legacy Museum is located on the 
site of a former warehouse where black 
people were enslaved in Montgomery. The 
museum describes itself as using “interac-
tive media, sculpture, videography and 
exhibits to immerse visitors in the sights 
and sounds of the domestic slave trade, 
racial terrorism, the Jim Crow South, and 
the world’s largest prison system.” 

The museum and the memorial 
remind visitors of how far our country 
has come from the days when the city of 
Montgomery was the involuntary home 
to over 400,000 enslaved people and how 
much farther we have yet to go.  Today, 
the United States makes up about 5 per-
cent of the world’s population and has 21 
percent of the world’s prisoners.  Though 
African Americans and Hispanics make 
up approximately 32 percent of the U.S. 
population, they comprised 56 percent of 
all incarcerated people in 2015. African 
Americans and whites use drugs at sim-

ilar rates, but the imprisonment rate of 
African Americans for drug charges is 
almost 6 times that of whites. One in 
three African American children born 
today will be incarcerated at some time in 
their lives.   

As we walked through the muse-
um and memorial, I could not help but 
feel discouraged.  The United States 
had begun to make bipartisan progress 
on criminal justice reform.  Recently, 
however, those needed initiatives have 
been rolled back Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions.  He has directed all federal pros-
ecutors to pursue the most severe penalties 
possible, including mandatory minimum 
sentences, a direction that harkens back 
to the 1980s war on drugs that led to a 
historic spike in minority incarceration. 
We have also recently witnessed children 
of color torn from their parents, a scene 
frighteningly similar to many of the slave 
trade images in the museum.  The museum 
recounted barbaric inequality justified by 
references to scripture or pseudoscience, 
another echo of what is seen today in our 
treatment of “the other” in our society. 

The counterpoint to the injustice 
presented during our trip was heroism 
and hope.  For all of man’s inhumanity to 
man, the museum also highlighted acts of 
enlightenment and courage. From slave 
revolts to sit-ins to the bold act of creat-
ing the creating the memorial itself – a 
massive undertaking. The words written 
on one wall of the memorial say it best: 
“We will remember with hope because 
hopelessness is the enemy of justice.” 

 We left the solemn memorial as the 
sun was setting.  Our group of 30 gathered 
for a few moments of reflection.  Many 
shared their own experiences with injus-
tice.  Others expressed how they recog-
nized our Jewish story in so much of what 
we had seen during the day.  The claims 
of racial inferiority, the separation of fam-
ilies, even the slow aggregation of unjust 
laws eventually leading to intolerable per-
secution.  We ended our prayers asking 
God to “bless us with enough chutzpah to 
believe that we can make a difference in 
the world, so that we might do what oth-
ers claim cannot be done.” That is what I 
believe. •

opinions

Submission Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces 
and letters from Nashville area residents on 
topics of interest to the Jewish community 
as long as they have not been published 
or submitted for publication elsewhere. 
Submissions should be sent by the 15th of 
the month prior to publication to Editor 
Kathy Carlson at kathy@jewishnashville.
org or 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102, 
Nashville 37205. The Observer reserves the 
right to edit all submissions for clarity, length 
and style. 

‘I want to know how this happened’
By KATHRYN GUPTON

In preparing for our trip to Montgomery 
this morning, I check the weather 
to make sure I dress appropriately. I 

check my bag to make sure I have all the 
comforts available for a pleasant ride. I 
wear good shoes, but forget sunscreen. 

Thank you to Rabbi Mackler for stepping 
up where I fall short. I join my fellow 
congregants, many faces I recognize from 
Torah Study. 

We depart as the sun rises, bound 
for a place I wish didn’t have a reason 
to exist. But sadly, it does have a reason. 
Twelve million of them, in fact. Twelve 

million lives stolen. Twelve million bod-
ies broken. Twelve million souls demor-
alized. And no way to tally the exponen-
tial number of lives forever recharted. 

The Legacy Museum sits on the site 
of a former slave warehouse, with the 
river flanking one side and the auction 
block the other. We’re standing in the 
spot where men and women, young and 
old, father and son, mother and daugh-
ter, awaited their certain fate. Praying 
for a miracle, but knowing as they stood 
caged across from livestock, that this 
was very likely to be the last time they 
would ever see each other. And they 
were right. 

I read newspaper articles telling of 
the weekends to come, auctions sure to 
draw a healthy crowd. I read classified 
ads, detailing the utility and nature of the 
auction list. It’s difficult to tell the differ-
ence between the ones for humans and 
the ones for horses. My chest is already 
tight, but the pain is swelling. 

I reach a wall of testimonials, moth-
ers begging to be allowed to keep just one 
child, only to have the last one torn away 
like all the others. Husbands begging 

to spare their wives. The beatings. The 
wailing. The agony. Families torn apart. 
By people who have families. I fight back 
tears until I cannot fight them anymore. 
I’m uncomfortable. I want to step out. 
But more than that, I want to know 
where the humanity is. 

I want to know how this happened. 
Who would do such a thing? I walk on to 
the next area of the museum to read com-
mentary of the civil rights movement. 
One hundred years later. We’re still at 
it. The next area, incarceration. One in 
three black males will be incarcerated 
in their lives. Two thirds of the nation’s 
prison population is black. The injustice 
is rampant. Systemic. Another 50 years 
later. We’re still at it. 

It’s really difficult to take it all in, 
but we need to anyway. We need to 
know where we came from in order to 
understand where we are. To do better, 
we must know better. To be better, we 
start here. But we don’t end here. We 
can’t end here. Or we face our own end.  

I write this on the journey home, 
knowing I don’t return as the same per-
son who left, fussing over trivial com-
forts. Knowing through two centuries of 
oppression, there were those who stepped 
up. Those who saved lives. Those who 
protected the innocent. Knowing that if I 
want to find humanity, I must look inside 
myself. It has different names today, but 
the same injustices still exist. The sun is 
setting and I have work to do. •
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Three lessons Jewish 
Nashville taught me

On the values of being a welcoming community
By JOEL ABRAMSON

Confession time. I can sometimes 
feel anxious about being included 
and invited. Regardless of how 

many wonderful friends I have, I still 
struggle with the fear of missing out, or 
FOMO, “as the kids say” (and yes, as a 
new dad I feel entitled to use that phrase). 
My experience connecting with others in 
Nashville, and in five other communities 
around the United States has provided 
firsthand, warm, and at times lonely, 
insight on how people (young, old, trans-
plant, native, gay, straight, trans, single, 
family, etc.) feel when they’re looking for 
connection. While communities of all 
shapes and demographics employ a mul-
titude of pathways to engagement, I’m 
proud to share that Nashville, my adop-
tive home community, has discovered a 
few ingredients to the secret sauce. Here 
are my three observations for what makes 
our community something extra.  
1. Small intimate groups 

When I’m thrust into a large room sur-
rounded by familiar and unfamiliar faces, it 
can be difficult to remember everyone’s 
names and faces, let alone engage with 
so many people, but with a small group of 
10-12, meaningful conversation can create 
and strengthen bonds. Jewish Federation’s 
Herzlian dinner series is entering its third 
season, bringing Jewish thought leaders 
from around the world to join donors 
around the table to discuss modern issues 
and relevant Jewish experiences. 

Torah study or lunch with rabbinic 
leadership similarly drives deep conversa-
tion in small enough groups to feel heard 
and valued. Jewish agencies are driving 
cluster engagement at the collegial level, 
and in homes and restaurants around 
Nashville for adults of all ages, and even 
hosts events specifically designed to wel-
come newcomers. 

Of course, my personal favorites are 
the warm Shabbat dinners hosted by 
Nashville’s community members who 
strive to bolster our community by open-
ing their homes for others. 
2. Hachnasat Orchim  

Radical Kindness is a concept 
from a midrash (story) from Genesis 
where Abraham goes above and beyond 
to welcome guests into his home. This 
tale has always inspired me, and I’ve 
found our Nashville Jewish community 
to live up to its teachings. 

The Facebook group, Jewish Parents 
of Nashville, has recently begun post-
ing meal train requests for new parents 

and also offers pack-n-plays for complete 
strangers traveling to Nashville. Many of 
them have never met, but they under-
stand the value of caring for someone in 
need. These values are also amplified by 
the work of Jewish Family Service, the 
Gordon JCC, and the synagogues who 
help provide subsidized or free meals and 
other services for our seniors. 

Feeling welcomed and included is 
important at every stage of life, and it 
feels as if every Jewish agency and service 
provider in Nashville recognizes those 
values and implements flexibility in cost 
to help everyone feel that being a part of 
the community is attainable. And since 
there are no tickets for High Holiday 
services at any synagogue, it makes 
Nashville pretty easy to brag about.  
3. Go to the Thing  

The more time I’ve dedicated to sup-
porting fundraisers, services, and volun-
teering, the deeper the bonds I’ve formed. 
The people at my table, the group with 
whom I’m building a house or serving 
meals; these are the people that become 
my friends, and the more I choose to get 
involved, the more the relationships devel-
op. What’s especially warming is that it 
seems that every program has a welcoming 
or host committee who take the time to 
make sure everyone is greeted and to spark 
conversation with newcomers, which is sig-
nificant. Groups like NowGen Nashville, 
the Jewish Federation’s young leadership 
group, as well as New to Nashville group, 
will take you out to coffee for FREE. Just 
ask. Seriously, ask. Now. 

I think Jewish Nashville is doing 
incredible work to welcome people into 
the community (welcoming the stranger 
was even the theme of the Sukkot art 
display at the Gordon JCC this year), but 
that is not to say that there is not more 
to do. If you don’t feel that you’ve been 
welcomed, let us know. If you’ve tried 
before, please try again. Both our agen-
cies and our community members share 
the responsibility to find each other. 
In Pirkei Avot it is written, “You are not 
obligated to complete the work, but nei-
ther are you free to desist from it (2:21).” 
Let’s continue to work together to help 
everyone feel included and invited, and 
on that note, thank you to everyone who 
has helped me conquer my anxiety, and 
find Nashville, my home. •

Joel Abramson is the Financial 
Resources Development Officer for the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.
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Congregational news & events

@ Sherith Israel
Author Joselin Linder tells about gene 
that challenges her life, family

A medical mystery, a ticking time bomb, a family’s story. Her family’s story. 
Joselin Linder, acclaimed author of “The Family Gene: A Mission to Turn My 

Deadly Inheritance into a Hopeful Future,” will be visiting Nashville and presenting 
about her family’s fatal gene on Friday, Nov. 30 at Sherith. 

“I want to tell my story - which is the story of a rare genetic variant but also intro-
duces the history, present and future of medical genetics - because all of us, right now, 
should know what is going on,” Linder said. “Not just so we understand an important 
technology that is changing our world, but so that we can be an informed part of the 
conversation when it comes to regulating it. 

“My family gene - a genetic mutation that has killed five, and is poised to kill more 
- doesn’t just tell the story of my family, it tells the story of all of us,” she said.

Linder’s father, a beloved Jewish family doctor in Ohio, died from a mysterious dis-
ease with no name and no cure when Linder was in her early 20s. Doctors from around 
country were perplexed by his symptoms, and no one could remember seeing anything 
like it before. 

As Linder delved into family lore and medical records, she found an alarming 
recurring pattern – family members going back generations had died from a mysterious 
illness just like her father’s. 

As Linder herself began to experience troubling symptoms, she was able to interest 
Dr. Christine Seidman, a world-class genetic researcher at Harvard Medical School, in 
her family’s medical mystery. Through cutting-edge genomic research over a span of 20 
years, Dr. Seidman was finally able to identify a genetic mutation that likely occurred 
only five generations before. 

Linder and her family have banded together to attempt to isolate this gene that 
has devastated their family, in the hope that it will not be passed on to the next gen-
eration. In the meantime, though, Linder and her family members living with the gene 
are considered “ticking time bombs,” not knowing when the gene will strike next, while 
still pushing to find a cure.

Linder’s presentation will take place on Friday night, Nov. 30, at Sherith Israel, 
3600 West End Ave., at 6:30 p.m. Shabbat dinner beforehand, $20/adult, $10/child 
(kids 3 and under free), will be at 5:30 p.m. Please RSVP to Janet at (615) 292-6614, 
at sherithisrael.org, or by emailing csi3600@comcast.net.

 

 Scholar in residence returns to Sherith 
Rabbi Dr. Chaim Tureff is the founder and director of SARPS, which guides 

people struggling with addiction. He is also the Rav Beit Sefer/Senior Administrator 
at Pressman Academy in Los Angeles. He received his Ed.D in Jewish education from 
Gratz College with high honors, focusing on the roles Judaism and spirituality play in 
helping recovering addicts. Most importantly, Rabbi Dr. Tureff had his Bar Mitzvah at 
Sherith Israel and graduated from Akiva School.   

Rabbi Tureff will present his talk, “127 Years a Journey: Finding Meaning through 
our Personal Narratives,” on Friday night, Nov. 2, at approximately 7:30 p.m. Abraham 
and Sarah’s Tent Dinner at 6:30 p.m., suggested donation $15.  On Saturday morning, 
Nov. 3, during services, Rabbi Tureff will present “A G-d Shaped Hole: The Effects of 
Grief on Sarah and Other Biblical Figures.”  

 

 An evening of short films set in Israel
Join us on Saturday, Nov. 3, at 8 p.m. at Sherith for popcorn and an evening of 

short films set in Israel, which are currently on the film festival circuit. 
Marc Kornblatt started out as an actor in New York after college at Brandeis 

University. He turned to playwriting, earned an M.A. in journalism at New York 
University, wrote for magazines and newspapers, published children’s books, married, 
became a father and then returned to college in his mid 40s to earn an education degree. 

Teaching at an elementary school with a large underprivileged population, he 
began making music videos with students. That led to short narratives, documentaries 
and the founding of Refuge Films. 

He has since produced more than 100 short films and four feature-length docu-
mentaries – “Street Pulse,” “What I Did In Fifth Grade,” “In Search of America” and 
“Dostoevsky Behind Bars” – as well as the award-winning web series Rock Regga.

 

Macabeenies music and play space 
Nov. 4 and Nov. 18

This fun, casual Sunday-morning play group for infants through pre-school-aged 
kids is a great way for kids to have fun and parents to connect. We’ll sing, dance, 
bounce, play in the ball pit, and more! 

Free and open to the entire community, at Sherith Israel, 3600 West End Ave. On 
the 18th, we’ll do an extra-special Macabeenies with our friends from Akiva School! 

Contact Cara at csuvall@gmail.com with any questions.

Nashville’s congregations
Here are the websites for all five Nashville Jewish congregations, 
with information on services, upcoming events and more:

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, www.chabadnashville.com

Congregation Micah, www.congregationmicah.org

Congregation Sherith Israel, www.sherithisrael.com

The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom, www.templenashville.org

West End Synagogue, www.westendsyn.org

@ West End
WES – Room in the Inn begins on Nov. 5

Room in the Inn will begin on Monday, Nov. 5, and last for 10 Mondays through 
Jan. 7, 2019. We need volunteers for cooking, serving and staying overnight with the 
gentlemen.

When you do your weekly grocery shopping if you could add to your list a jar of 
peanut butter, salad dressing, jelly, cereal or snacks, etc. and donate the items to the 
Room in the Inn program at West End Synagogue, we would appreciate it. 

Remember that all items must be labeled Kosher. Any items to be donated should 
be brought to the front office.  Monetary contributions will also be welcome.

For further information, please call Cheryl Lane at (615) 646-1212, Jim Handler at 
(615) 714-8147 or Joan Mehlman at (615) 385-2396.

Shabbat Talk: Torts and Talmud - 
Are you your brother’s keeper?

Join us for an evening of prayer, dinner and inspiring dialogue in Shabbat Talk 
with Vanderbilt Professors Ed Cheng and Rabbi Phil Lieberman. Shabbat Talk takes 
place on Friday, Nov. 9. 

Services start at 6 p.m., followed by Shabbat dinner at 7 p.m. The speakers’ presen-
tation begins at 8 p.m. The topic is “Torts and Talmud: Are you your brother’s keeper?”

Dinner $22/per person. RSVP to office@westendsyn.org or 615-269-4592 ext. 11

Camp Ramah Party Weekend
Second through tenth graders and their families are invited for a camp-style bon-

fire,  Havdalah, Kids Rock Dancing, Dinner, S’mores and more around the campfire.
Party with Camp Ramah Darom Assistant Director, Rachel Dobbs Schwartz and 

learn everything about camp and the WES Financial Assistance program. 
The bonfire and Havdalah take place on Saturday evening, Nov. 10, from 5:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The evening is hosted by Gene and Ruthi Sacks. For questions, event 
site and to RSVP; email School@westendsynagogue.org 

More is planned for Sunday morning, Nov. 11, when families can chat one-on-one 
with Rachel Dobbs Schwartz from 9-10 a.m. at West End Synagogue. Learn all about 
Camp Ramah Darom summer sessions.

RSVP to School@westendsynagogue.org

Jerusalem Post’s Palestinian affairs 
correspondent to speak

On Thursday, Nov. 29, West End Synagogue and AIPAC Nashville present 
“A View from the Palestinian Street,” featuring Israeli Arab journalist, Khaled Abu 
Toameh, Palestinian Affairs Correspondent, the Jerusalem Post. The evening starts 
with a reception at 6:30 p.m., with program at 7 p.m. 

To register please visit www.aipac.org/nashville or call Todd Young at (678) 254-
2627 or email tyoung@aipac.org

Save the date: Saturday, December 1, 2018 
Michael Mehlman Social Action Shabbat is a time to honor the volunteer of the 

year award winner (TBA). It is also a time to feature many of the social action activi-
ties in which the committee and the congregation take part. Please join us for Shabbat 
morning, Dec. 1. 
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Congregational news & events

@ Micah

Micah Uncorked helps support 
Children’s Academy, Congregation

The 3rd annual Micah Children’s Academy and Congregation Micah joint 
event takes place on Saturday, Nov. 3, at 7 p.m. in the Micah Children’s Academy 
Eden Room. Join us for an evening of wine, hors d’oeuvres, desserts, and door prizes. 
Friendraising, not fundraising. Visit our events page to RSVP before October 28.

A taste of Camp Barney Medintz 
at religious school

Camp Barney Medintz visits Micah on Sunday morning, Nov. 4, during religious 
school.

Tables of Content program begins on Nov. 9
Tables of Content, a new program during Friday night services, starts on Friday, 

Nov. 9, at 6 p.m. David Plazas, opinion engagement editor for The Tennessean, will 
join us to speak on the subject of the First Amendment.

A Woman’s Circle – Friday, Nov. 16
A monthly opportunity to grow your soul, meet with other women and engage with 

sacred text. Rabbi Laurie challenges your intellect through study and conversation on 
Jewish and other relevant topics. All are welcome. Bring a friend. Lunch is provided. 
RSVP to Rabbi Laurie Rice at lrice@congregationmicah.org

Room in the Inn – Sunday, Nov. 18
Room in the Inn is a national program that provides food and shelter for the home-

less in houses of worship throughout participating cities in the United States. Help us 
prepare food, serve the evening meal, set up the sleeping area or overnight as hosts with 
our guests. To volunteer, sign up on our website via our Social Action Projects page.

Challah and conversations for 
interfaith couples 

Join us for an interfaith spouse event on Wednesday, November 28 from 6:30-8:30 
P.M. at the home of Hilary Diskin - This event is for all partners and spouses in an interfaith 
relationship with another Jewish person. We will learn to make challah and have a lively 
conversation about what it’s like to be in an interfaith relationship with a Jewish partner, 
facilitated by Harriet Schiftan, MSW.  Co-sponsored by Akiva School and The Temple.

@ Chabad
Weekend of mysticism, spiritual growth 
with Rabbi Lazer Gurkow

Discover lasting Joy, foster intimate relationships and experience authentic Jewish 
mysticism when  Chabad of Nashville hosts a weekend with scholar in residence Rabbi 
Lazer Gurkow on Nov. 9-11.

Rabbi Gurkow has written two popular self-help books, “Reaching for God: A 
Jewish Book on Self Help,” and “Mission Possible: Living With Higher Purpose.” He 
has also written close to 1,000 essays on diverse Jewish topics, including Kabbalah, G-d, 
faith, relationships, and Jewish mysticism, and is the author of www.innerstream.org, a 
web site devoted to presenting the inner stream of meaning within Torah and Judaism.

He is spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Tefilah in London, Ontario, Canada, 
and has lectured to audiences throughout Israel, North America and around the world. 
Gifted with the ability to present the complicated in easily understood language, Rabbi 
Gurkow engages his audience and leads them on provocative journeys of thought.

During his weekend in Nashville, Rabbi Gurkow will address our community three 
times on a wide range of topics all relevant to our lives.

On Friday evening, Nov. 9, we will begin with a spirited Kabalat Shabbat service 
that will include song and dance, and followed by a sit-down gourmet Shabbat dinner. 
Rabbi Gurkow will be presenting a talk “Falling in Love or Growing to Love – Set up 
for Success by learning to practice true love.” 

Saturday, Nov. 10 will be the perfect evening for a night out. The evening will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. with a mystical Havdalah ceremony, followed by a melava malkah – a 
Mediterranean dinner to escort the Shabbat Queen for a blessed week. Rabbi Gurkow 
will present “Judaism and the Afterlife.” In addressing what Judaism says about the 
subject, Rabbi Gurkow will talk about what really happens on the other side and how 
today’s choices determine the afterlife. This talk will be based on teachings of the 
Kabbalah.

On Sunday morning, Nov. 11, at 10 a.m., participants will join a Kabbalah Power 
Breakfast with Rabbi Gurkow, and take part in an in-depth class in teachings of deep 
Chasidic talks on “Searching for me and finding G-d, and on the contribution of mys-
ticism to Jewish Life.” 

“Nashville is fortunate to have the opportunity to spend a weekend with Rabbi 
Lazer Gurkow, an absolutely incredible and engaging speaker, as he travels across the 
world inspiring thousands of people to live a most meaningful life,” said Rabbi Yitzchok 
Tiechtel with Chabad of Nashville.  

The weekend is made possible through a grant from the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. All events are free, though 
those who want to attend are asked to RSVP at www.chabadnashville.com.  For more 
information call (615) 646-5750, or go to www.chabadnashville.com.

Torah on Tuesdays: 2 new Hebrew courses 
Reading the Hebrew language is one the most important elements of advancing 

one’s Jewish involvement. Whether it’s the desire to pray in the original language, read 
the Torah as it was dictated by Gd, or to read the many Jewish works that have not 
been translated, many people are looking to expand their horizons with the ability to 
read the holy tongue.

If you learned Hebrew as a child and want to brush up on your Hebrew reading, 
if you never had the opportunity to learn to read Hebrew, if you having a tough time 
following the Hebrew prayer service, or if you did not practice reading Hebrew since 
your Bar or Bat Mitzvah, you now have the opportunity to learn to read Hebrew with-
out prior knowledge being required.

Chabad of Nashville will once again be offering two Hebrew reading classes. One 
is for beginners and the other is for the more advanced. The goal of the course is for 
participants to be able to follow along in a prayer book, and eventually to be able to 
read an Israeli newspaper. 

The beginners course will be taught by Yosef Elbaz, and is targeted to those who 
wish to learn the basics of Hebrew reading. It will not cover comprehension or con-
versation, but it provides the perfect entry into the world of Jewish texts and prayer 
services. Students will learn to read Hebrew in a contemporary and engaging format. 
No prior Hebrew knowledge required. 

The more advanced course will be taught by Devorah Kitchener, a native Israeli 
who has a passion for the Hebrew language, and is for students who want brush up on 
the Hebrew reading and begin to understand the Hebrew language.

The course will take place on Tuesdays, between 6-7 p.m. There is no cost to 
attend these classes, however RSVP at chabadnashville.com is requested.

There will also be an option to order a kosher boxed dinner prior to the class. For 
more information go to chabadnashville.com/Hebrew, or call (615) 646-5750.

BLT – Bagels, Lox and Tanya
Join friends for a morning of bagels, lox and Tanya (Jewish mysticism) on the third 

Sunday morning of every month. Partake in a delicious spread of bagels, lox, cream 
cheese, and coffee as you learn from the Holy Book of the Tanya. The lesson is taught 
by lay leadership, starting with Doug Revere who has been a longtime student of these 
teachings. Nourish your mind, body and soul with BLT at Chabad of Nashville.

Embracing the Torah at Congregation Micah on Simchat Torah. PHOTOGRAPH SUBMITTED BY 

CONGREGATION MICAH
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615-354-1699

e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax 615-352-0056

Deadline for ads is November 30, 2018

Congregational news & events

@ The Temple
Hike and Havdalah at Percy Warner Park 

Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade Boulevard at 2:45 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 17, with the hike of the 2.5-mile white trail to begin at 3 p.m. Meet at 
the stone gate entrance to the park at 4:30 p.m. for Havdalah. 

All ages welcome; bring friends and family; if you are not hiking, please meet us for 
Havdalah. This event is presented by The Temple’s Worship and Music Committee.

Golden Lunch Bunch
This month’s luncheons are set for Nov. 6 and 20 at 11:30 a.m. at The Temple. 

Temple Scholar Series with 
Dr. Marc Dollinger

Dr. Marc Dollinger will speak at The Temple over the weekend of Nov. 2-4. 
He holds the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Endowed Chair in Jewish Studies and 

Social Responsibility at San Francisco State University. He has served as research fel-
low at Princeton University’s Center for the Study of Religion as well as the Andrew 
W. Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow and Lecturer in the Humanities at Bryn Mawr 
College, where he coordinated the program in Jewish studies. 

Dollinger has written four scholarly books in American Jewish history. His next 
project traces his own experience fighting campus anti-Semitism. He is a past president 
of both the Jewish Community High School of the Bay and Brandeis Hillel Day School. 

His presentations will include the following:
Friday, Nov. 2 at 6 p.m.: Tikkun Olam and Reform Judaism - We will explore the 

textual basis of one of our movement’s most popular phrases, “tikkun olam,” diving 
deep into both its traditional meaning and the ways it has been applied in today’s 
world. While we are mandated to engage in prophetic Judaism, our desire to fix the 
world grows as much from our American experience as our Jewish history. Join us for 
this Shabbat service when we apply the lessons we learned to Jewish participation in 
the civil rights movement.

Saturday, Nov. 3 at 9 a.m.: Black Power, Jewish Politics: Reinventing the Alliance 
in the 1960s - While we have learned of a strong black-Jewish alliance in the 1950s 
and a painful split between these two communities in the mid-1960s, the story actu-

ally proves far more complex and interesting. Join us as we learn how Jewish leaders 
understood the challenges of an interracial alliance as early as the 1950s and how the 
American Jewish community leveraged black nationalism in the 1960s to strengthen 
American Jewish life. Most of all, we’ll think about what makes us Americans and what 
makes us Jews in our important work for tikkun olam.

Sunday, Nov. 4 at 9:30 a.m.: White privilege, Tikkun Olam, and Social Justice: A 
Teenager’s Guide to Navigating Social Justice in the 21st century - In this talk focused 
on teens, we’ll dive into contemporary conversations on how Jews navigate their desire 
to fix the world in a nation grappling with complex social justice alliances. How do 
young people understand their mandate for tikkun olam? What are the limitations and 
possibilities? How can teens learn from Jewish tradition and Reform Judaism in order 
to prove more effective in their work?

Medicare prescription plan review
Attention seniors! Medicare prescription plan review will be held at The Temple 

on Sunday, Nov. 18, from noon to 3 p.m. Dr. Bob Neaderthal and Judy Book, FNP, 
will review the medications you take and help select the plan best suited for your 
needs. Bring your prescriptions; you will be seen on a first-come, first-served basis.  Dr. 
Neaderthal will do your review over the phone.  Call The Temple for details.

Comparative Religions with 
Rabbi Rami Shapiro

This four-session course begins with two sessions in November, followed with 
two in March. On Wednesday, Nov. 7, at 7 p.m., the topic is “Religion:  What It 
Is, What It Isn’t, and Why It Won’t Go Away.” On Wednesday, Nov. 14, at 7 p.m., 
Rabbi Shapiro’s topic is “God is Not One: an Overview of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism and Buddhism.” Information to come on March sessions.

Tot Shabbat set for Nov. 17 
Come help us celebrate Shabbat for children up to 6 years old and the big people 

who love them! We’ll have songs, crafts, a story, and yummy treats! Saturday, Nov. 17 
at 10 a.m.

Together in gratitude, together in song 
That’s the title for an interfaith Thanksgiving concert scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 

18, at The Temple. There will be a reception at 7 p.m. followed by the concert at 7:30 
p.m. For the second year in a row, The Temple is thrilled to gather together for a free 
concert of choral and liturgical music showcasing thanksgiving and gratitude. Please 
join us for this exciting and unique musical experience. 

The Boulevard Bolt Thanksgiving event 
Imagine a world where Baptists, Jews and Episcopalians pause from carving the 

Thanksgiving turkey and join hands to serve the homeless. No imagination is neces-
sary - that’s actually what happens each Thanksgiving Day in Nashville as three con-
gregations work together to put on the Boulevard Bolt, a 5-mile race on Belle Meade 
Boulevard.  

This year’s Boulevard Bolt will take place on Thursday, Nov. 22, with the race 
beginning at 8 a.m. Participants can also walk the route down Belle Meade Boulevard.

There is an amazing spirit and sense of cooperation among the volunteers from 
Immanuel Baptist Church, St. George’s Episcopal Church and The Temple who make 
the Bolt happen each year.

For more information, go to www.boulevardbolt.org.  To volunteer to help with 
this year’s effort, call The Temple.

Join Next Dor for dinner at Woodlands 
Next Dor – Events for Young Adults Learn :: Live :: Grow :: Connect.  We 

welcome singles, couples and young families ages 22-40 to join us for dinner after 
Shabbat services on Friday, Nov. 30, at 7:30 p.m. Join us for delicious Indian cuisine 
at Woodlands Indian Restaurant. For more information and to sign up, please contact 
Rabbi Shulman at The Temple, (615) 352-7620

Special concert by The Temple Mazel Tones 
The Mazel Tones, formerly known as the junior choir, will be performing a special 

concert for the residents of Richland Place on Saturday, Nov. 17, at 1 p.m.  Mazel 
Tones Director Dennis Scott and Cantor Tracy Fishbein will lead our young singers 
in some of their greatest hits, including songs that celebrate our upcoming holidays of 
Thanksgiving and Chanukah.  Shmoozing and refreshments will follow.  Special thanks 
to the Jewish Federation of Nashville for generously supporting what is sure to be a 
wonderful afternoon of music and fun for everyone!
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THE FAMILY HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR

“A dazzling holiday spectacle 
… for both young and old.” 

- The Tennessean

TICKETS AND PACKAGES ON SALE NOW   |   CirqueDreamsHolidazeTN.com or call (888) 677-9872

NOV. 16 – DEC. 28, 2018 at the GRAND OLE OPRY® HOUSE

Cirque Dreams Holidaze returns bigger and better with its popular and electrifying stage spectacular at 
the Grand Ole Opry House. Broadway Director Neil Goldberg has assembled the world’s most unique cast 
of incomparable cirque artists, singers, dancers and theatrical talent exclusive to Nashville’s 2018 return 
engagement. This critically acclaimed BROADWAY MUSICAL, NEW CIRQUE ADVENTURE and FAMILY SHOW 
is the perfect holiday gift wrapped in one. 
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‘Cirque Dreams Holidaze’ offers 
special brand of showmanship

Cirque Dreams Holidaze returns to Nashville by popular demand to holidazzle 
audiences with its electrifying and reimagined live holiday family stage spectacular. 
Replete with new and astonishing acts, colossal costumes, grand music and an encore 
of memorable signature favorites, Cirque Dreams Holidaze will again delight audiences 
during 50 unforgettable performances from Nov. 16-Dec. 28.  

 Broadway director and Cirque Dreams founder Neil Goldberg has searched the 
world to assemble the most unique cast of incomparable cirque artists, singers, dancers 
and theatrical talent exclusive to Nashville’s return engagement.

 With more than 20 glowing and cutting-edge elaborate scenes, dozens of origi-
nal holiday production numbers, over 30 artists, hundreds of ingenious costumes and 
boundless new creations, Cirque Dreams Holidaze continues taking Nashville by storm 
with this season’s must-see holiday show, part of A Country Christmas at Gaylord 
Opryland Resort. This critically acclaimed Broadway musical, new cirque adventure 
and family show is the perfect holiday gift wrapped in one!   

New highlights featured in this season’s production of fresh and distinctive perfor-
mances are acts including twisting candy cane contortionists, wheel-rolling engineers, 
joyful jugglers, jingle-bell bicyclers, spiraling aerialists, tinsel and toys along with dex-
terous dance and acrobatics. 

Cirque Dreams Holidaze has been 
hailed by the New York Daily News as 
“A delicious confection of charm, sparkle 
and talent by the sleigh load.” It’s “The 
perfect holiday gift and show everyone 
will enjoy,” raved BroadwayWorld of the 
sold-out performances that “Dazzled…
at The Kennedy Center,” declared the 
Washington Post.

Tickets are available at www.
CirqueDreamsHolidazeTN.com.

Embassy Suites 
at Vanderbilt in 
the heart of 
Music City

The newly renovated Embassy Suites 
by Hilton Nashville at Vanderbilt is a 
full service, all-suite hotel located in 
the heart of Midtown and Music Row, 
less than two miles from downtown 
Nashville. 

This beautiful hotel is within walk-
ing distance to over 30 restaurants and 
venues.  In our newly renovated atri-
um, enjoy a complimentary, made-to-
order breakfast each morning featuring 
omelets, waffles, a full array of fresh 
bakeries, fruit, coffee and juices along 
with a complimentary evening reception 
featuring assorted cocktails, beer, wine, 
soft beverages and light snacks.  

Each newly renovated suite features 
new furniture and updated baths with 
large walk-in showers in king suites.  A 
separate bedroom and living room area 
along with a wet bar, small fridge, micro-
wave, two-cup coffeemaker and pull-out 
sleeper sofa.   

We offer complimentary shuttle ser-
vice within two miles of the hotel, based 
upon availability at the time of booking, 
from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m. daily.  There’s a 
24-hour business center and fitness cen-
ter.  The hotel features a whirlpool and 
sauna; there is no pool at this location.  

The Embassy Suites Vanderbilt 
also features newly renovated event 
and meeting space,  2,600 square feet of 
event space, perfect for a group meeting 
from 10 to 85 people or a reception/
dinner from 25 to 100 guests.  Full-
service catering and on-site chef and 
catering team are pleased to cater to 
your special event.  

Continued on page 14

ADVERTORIALS

A Perfect Holiday  
Night Out

Holidays
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Continued from page 13

Green Hills Hampton Inn: Making your 
out-of-town guest feel at home 

 
Complete confidence that out-of-town guests will feel right at home is a primary 

concern for every host or hostess, no matter what the social event. Hampton Inn & 
Suites-Green Hills specializes in just that: making our home, their home-away-from-
home while they attend your special event. 

We are a boutique-style select-service hotel in the heart of Green Hills’ fantastic 
shopping, dining and entertainment district. We can offer both comfortable standard 
rooms and spacious residential king suites with fully furnished kitchens. 

We provide your guests with complimentary cost-saving services and amenities 
that other hotels often add to their bills. Our rate includes free parking, internet access, 
local calls and our highly praised daily breakfast buffet with hot items. 

The facility offers a computer center, fitness facility, and laundry services for the 
convenience of guests during their visit.  

The atrium-style sixth-floor Belle Meade room offers a dynamic view of the Green 
Hills area, perfect for bridesmaid luncheons, rehearsal dinners, receptions and birthday 
parties. To keep your visitors entertained during those free times of your special event, 
we are within walking distance of the Mall at Green Hills, with 15 restaurants and a 
16-screen cinema. 

Contact our sales department to learn how we can help relieve some of the respon-
sibilities so you can better enjoy your next social event. Find out more at www.nash-

greenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com.
 

At The Temple Gift 
Shop, find dreidels, 
menorahs and 
much more

Traveling for the holiday? 
Make sure to stop by The Temple 

Gift Shop for our wonderful new selection 
of gifts ranging from colorful dreidels and 
menorahs, to candles and mezuzahs, and a 
wide variety of items in between. 

The Temple Gift Shop offers easy 
one-stop shopping.  It’s the place to go 
when you are looking for that unique gift, 
whether for the holidays, a bat or bar mitz-
vah, wedding, bris, baby naming, or even a 
special gift for a Friday night Shabbat host.  
We are also happy to take special orders.

If you love dance, 
music, and drama, 
come to TPAC

The Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center, located in downtown Nashville, 
is dedicated to providing and supporting 
the presentation of the performing and 
cultural arts. 

TPAC serves several hundred thou-
sand audience members each year with 
the HCA/TriStar Health Broadway at 
TPAC series, a variety of special engage-
ments, and the productions of three 
resident artistic companies – Nashville 
Ballet, Nashville Opera, and Nashville 
Repertory Theatre. 

In addition, TPAC administers one 
of the largest and most comprehensive 
arts-education programs in the United 
States, serving students from preschool to 
high school, educators, and adults. 

For some, TPAC is a dream come 
true. For others, it’s a gathering place for 
friends and families waiting to enjoy time 
and the arts together. A place to laugh or 
experience live theatre and music, TPAC 
is also good for the economy — attracting 
industry, creating jobs, increasing busi-
ness downtown, and generating revenue.

Together, artists, audiences, admin-
istrators, educators, and supporters carry 
the mission of TPAC into the years 
ahead. We welcome you to visit us and 
become part in our ongoing story of 
growth, success, and service.

ADVERTORIALS
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�e perfect setting 
for your most memorable event.

Weddings  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Roo�op glass enclosed banquet room for up to 64 people.

Spacious suites as well as beautiful standard rooms.
Complimentary expanded breakfast  |  Free internet access

Seasonal outdoor pool and Jacuzzi  |  Free parking

615-777-0001
2324 Crestmoor Road
Nashville, TN 37215

Behind the Mall at Green Hills

www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com

Buying and selling a house is a 
very personal experience, 

which requires trust, 
the ability to listen, 

and a passion for 
understanding a client’s 

preferences and goals. 
As a Nashville native with 

nine years of experience 
helping people live their 

dream, I would love to help 
guide you through the 

process of finding, selling, 
renovating, or designing 

your home.

My architectural background 
and appreciation for 
structure, design, and 
engineering will support 
you in making solid 
decisions when 
purchasing, selling, or 
renovating a home. 
I am resourceful, creative, 
and pride myself on 
going above and beyond 
to achieve your real estate 
goals. In fact, many of my 
satisfied clients have become 
my dearest friends.

LANA PARGH
615.504.2685
lana@pargh.com

BUYING, SELLING, & INVESTING

PARGH.COM 
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE IS WHAT WE DO

FRANKLIN PARGH
615.351.7333

franklin@pargh.com

1585 Mallory Lane, Ste. 103    Brentwood, TN 37027
Office: 615.271.2424  Fax: 615.371.2429    synergyrealtynetwork.com

We would love to hear from you.

          Call, email, or text us any time!

Lana and Franklin Pargh can help grow 
real estate portfolios in Music City

Nashville is named one of America’s best cities for good reason. Live music, 
Southern hospitality, great weather, exceptional parks, unbelievable restaurants, an 
abundance of family-friendly happenings, local craft beers and whiskey, a vibrant 
arts scene, celebrity sightings, year-round sports, festivals and a central location 
(bordering eight states) all make Nashville an extremely attractive destination for 
just about anyone.

Nashville’s popularity can translate into extra income, with the right guidance 
from seasoned real estate professionals like Lana and Franklin Pargh of Synergy Realty 
Network. Earnings from short-term Airbnb rentals and long-term leases can offer sig-
nificant supplemental income.

“Over the past 10-plus years, we have been helping our clients buy homes for 
investment purposes and secure long- and short-term leases all around Nashville. These 
investments have not only given our clients extra monthly income, but the property 
values continue to go up dramatically. We believe Nashville still has so much opportu-
nity for investors and homeowners to grow a real estate portfolio for their future! ” say 
Lana and Franklin Pargh.

If you are seeking investment opportunities in Nashville’s hot real estate mar-
ket, look no further than Lana and Franklin Pargh.  Call, text, or email us anytime! 
Franklin@pargh.com/615.351.7333 and Lana@pargh.com/615.504.2685

Garrett & Carrie Mills: Where the art 
of luxury and leisure meet

When leisure time is rare and you are searching for a unique and meaningful gift, 
why not commission a personalized portrait from this unique mother/son team?

Invite Garrett and Carrie to create an elegant portrait that will be celebrated in the 
moment and passed down for generations to come.  

Make your leisure time more relaxed and your special gift memorable with a per-
sonalized portrait session. It makes a touching wedding, bar or bat mitzvah, anniversary 
or birthday gift. 

For more information please visit www.garrettmills.com or www.carriemills.com or 
call (615) 210-5044.

Continued on page 17

Please support the businesses that advertise 
in the Observer and help

 support our community in all ways!
Make sure to let them know...you saw 

their ad here!
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Tickets For Your Family, Your Friends & YOU  •  BUY 3+ CONCERTS & SAVE BIG

YOUr  
NASHVILLE  
SYMPHONY  

TICKETS MAKE GREAT GIFTSSSSGGE ICKECICKETS MAKESCKETS MAKETCTICKETS MAKE GRGRA EAKE GREG

ONCE UPON A TIME...A 
SYMPHONIC FAIRYTALE
 Family Concert
April 20, 2019 at 11 am

RACH THREE &  
SIBELIUS FIVE
May 2 to 4, 2019

ABBA THE CONCERT
May 9 to 11, 2019

THIBAUDET PLAYS 
TURANGALÎLA
May 17 & 18, 2019

HARRY POTTER AND  
THE ORDER OF THE  
PHOENIX™ IN CONCERT
May 23 to 26, 2019

CARMINA BURANA
May 31 to June 3, 2019

BRIAN WILSON PRESENTS 
PET SOUNDS
June 20 & 21, 2019

FRANKIE VALLI & 
THE FOUR SEASONS
June 27 & 28, 2019

BEAUTY & THE BEAST  
IN CONCERT
July 6 & 7, 2019

UNDER THE STREETLAMP
April 18 to 20, 2019

TCHAIKOVSKY’S FOURTH
April 11 to 13, 2019

BEETHOVEN’S SEVENTH
February 21 to 23, 2019

PINK MARTINI
March 1, 2019

MAHLER’S DAS LIED
March 8 & 9, 2019

STAR WARS: THE EMPIRE 
STRIKES BACK IN CONCERT
March 14 to 17, 2019

SPANISH NIGHTS
March 21 to 23, 2019

DENNIS DEYOUNG &  
THE MUSIC OF STYX
March 28 to 30, 2019

GUERRERO  
CONDUCTS BERNSTEIN
April 5 & 6, 2019

THE MUSIC OF 
JOHN WILLIAMS
February 7 to 10, 2019

VALENTINE’S WITH  
CHRIS BOTTI
February 14 & 15, 2019

IGUDESMAN & JOO - A 
HILARIOUS CONCERT OF 
CLASSICAL FAVORITES
February 17, 2019

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
AND THE CASE OF THE 
MISSING MUSIC
 Family Concert
February 9, 2019 at 11 am

COSMOS - AN HD ODYSSEY,  
FEATURING THE  
“NEW WORLD” SYMPHONY
January 11 to 13, 2019

CHICAGO THE MUSICAL  
IN CONCERT
January 17 to 19, 2019

DISTANT WORLDS: MUSIC 
FROM FINAL FANTASY
January 22, 2019

MOZART, MENDELSSOHN 
& SCHUMANN
February 1 & 2, 2019

AN ELVIS CHRISTMAS
December 19 & 20, 2018

HOME ALONE IN CONCERT
December 5 & 6, 2018

STRAVINSKY,  
RAVEL & STRAUSS
November 16 & 17, 2018

The Mavericks 
November 8 to 10, 2018

GUERRERO CONDUCTS 
HANDEL’S MESSIAH
December 13 to 16, 2018

MICHAEL W. SMITH  
CHRISTMAS
December 18, 2018

THE GRINCH CHRISTMAS  
& SING-ALONG
 Family Concert
December 1, 2018 at 11 am

MARTINA MCBRIDE:  
THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS
Nov. 29 to Dec. 1, 2018

The Music of the  
Rolling Stones 
November 11, 2018

JEFFREY OSBORNE &  
PEABO BRYSON
March 24, 2019

SILKROAD ENSEMBLE
April 1, 2019

AN EVENING WITH  
BRANFORD MARSALIS 
QUARTET  
April 26, 2019

 National Geographic Live
OCEAN SOUL
April 29, 2019

 National Geographic Live
POINT OF NO RETURN
February 11, 2019

EXPERIENCE HENDRIX
March 10, 2019

DREW & ELLIE HOLCOMB’S 
NEIGHBORLY CHRISTMAS
December 17 & 22, 2018

OAK RIDGE BOYS  
CHRISTMAS
December 23, 2018

MAXWELL 
With Marsha Ambrosius
November 18, 2018

JIM JAMES
With Alynda Segarra  
November 20, 2018

BRUBECK BROTHERS 
QUARTET
November 25, 2018

AN EVENING WITH 
ANNIE LEIBOVITZ
November 27, 2018

JAZZ AT LINCOLN 
CENTER ORCHESTRA:
Big Band Holidays with 
Wynton Marsalis
December 7, 2018

CELTIC THUNDER X
December 9, 2018

JERRY LEE LEWIS
December 10, 2018

DAVE BARNES PRESENTS  
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
December 2, 2018

MORE GREAT CONCERTS  PRESENTED WITHOUT ORCHESTRA
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Continued from page 15

Aging in Place: Solving the puzzle
More often than not, most seniors would prefer to enjoy their leisure years in their 

own homes and not have to move due to life changes such as unexpected health issues. 
Aging in Place understands this desire and is there to help.
Aging in Place Transition Services (APS) recently completed an interior renova-

tion project for a couple in their 80s who are now aging in place. They had experienced 
some health issues that required renovating their home of 50+ years. Their daughter 
was referred to our company.

At our first meeting it was apparent the couple needed to upgrade their master 
bathroom to be wheelchair accessible.  More important was accessing the bathroom 
and bedroom suite, which was three steps down from the main floor.  We proposed an 
interior ramp from the kitchen to the lower bedroom entry. These changes entailed 
replacing the existing door and reversing the swing, to ensure adequate turn space at 
the bottom of the ramp with an accessible exit from the house.  

The bathroom and closet area, a very tight space, was now designed for an accessi-
ble shower with a bench seat and hand-held shower.   A new comfort-height toilet was 
installed to allow for a wheelchair.    LED fixtures were placed in the bathing, vanity and 
closet areas for better visibility and safety.  Heat lamps and heated floors in the bathroom 
were added along with extra storage.  Along 
with new paint and carpet in the bedroom, 
the doors into the bath and closet were wid-
ened for accessibility.

Often the most difficult part of reno-
vating is vacating the space, but APS found 
an easy solution.  We moved our clients 
back to the main-floor bedroom and bath-
room, installed new grab bars for safety, 
new plumbing fixtures and a new toilet seat 
for comfort.  The investment continues to 
pay off because the main-floor bath is used 
during the day since it is closer to the kitch-
en and living areas.  

Nashville Symphony 
offers memorable 
experiences for 
you and your guests

Whether you have friends and family 
traveling in from out of town, or if you are 
looking for an outstanding, memorable and 
rewarding experience to fill your leisure 
time, look no further than the Nashville 
Symphony.

The Grammy® Award-winning 
Nashville Symphony has earned an inter-
national reputation for its innovative pro-
gramming and its commitment to per-
forming, recording and commissioning 
works by America’s leading composers. 
The Nashville Symphony has released 
29 recordings on Naxos, which have 
received 24 GRAMMY® nominations and 
13 GRAMMY® Awards, making it one 
of the most active recording orchestras 
in the country. The orchestra has also 
released recordings on Decca, Deutsche 
Grammophon and New West Records, 
among other labels. 

With more than 140 performances 
annually, the orchestra offers a broad range 
of classical, pops and jazz, and children’s 
concerts, while its extensive education and 
community engagement programs reach 
60,000 children and adults each year.

Hear the orchestra perform regularly at 
the symphony’s home venue, Schermerhorn 
Symphony Center, or during the summer at 
local parks and Ascend Amphitheater.

ADVERTORIALS

Nashville teens: Travel to Israel 
on a Get Connected trip

One of the ways the Nashville Jewish community encourages Israel engagement among 
our teens here in the Nashville Jewish community is the Get Connected teen trip to Israel, 
which has occurred every year for the past 12 years. The trip is organized and highly subsi-
dized by the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

The trip starts in Nashville with pre-trip educational sessions about Israel, led by 
the community shlicha and followed by a two-week trip to Israel during the summer, 
where teenagers not only travel and learn about Israel, but also spend time with host 
families in our Partnership region, Hadera-Eiron. This is a unique opportunity for the 
teens to form long-lasting connections with Israeli peers and it doesn’t end in Israel. 

The Israeli teens come to Nashville later that summer to be hosted by the Nashville 
teens and staff the Camp Davis summer camp. This makes the Get Connected trip much 
more than just a trip, but a way to create relationships between American Jews and Israelis. 

ALL high school ages students can GET CONNECTED at the Israel Retreat in 
Nashville on Jan. 5-6, 2019.

If you would like register or learn more about the Get Connected trip or other 
opportunities to engage with Israel, Please contact community shlicha Sharon Ben Ami 
at Sharon@jewishnashville.org



18    November 2018 The Observer

“A HOLIDAY CARD COME TO LIFE!” 
                        – Daily News

Works by Rado, Greenfield, Hardaway on exhibit at Gordon JCC

The Gordon Jewish Community 
Center’s November art exhib-
it will feature the work of Ryan 

Rado, Steve Greenfield, and Taylor 
Hardaway. Also continuing will be the 
special exhibit titled “Under One Roof – 
Welcoming the Stranger,” which will run 
from Nov. 2–29.

The Janet Levine March Gallery 
will feature the work of Ryan Rado. 
Ryan began painting at age 37 and hasn’t 
stopped since. He paints for hours on 
end, days at a time, and spares no article 
of clothing or surface that gets in his way. 
And what emerges is often big, bold, col-
orful, and full of meaning.

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature 
the work of Steve Greenfield. Steve is 
a self-taught artist/painter who became 
interested in art after his kids were 
grown, approximately 10 years ago. He 
is intrigued by the workmanship, archi-
tecture, craftsmanship, and details of 
the old buildings in towns and cities. 

Always interested in nostalgia, Steve 
started painting cityscapes in Knoxville. 
Now that he lives close to downtown 
Nashville, there is an abundant supply of 
different buildings, architecture, forms, 
and scenes to pick from in Music City, 
USA. Oil, acrylic, and pastel on canvas 
are the preferred media. This is his first 
art showing/exhibit.

The Sig Held Gallery will feature 
the work of Taylor Hardaway. Taylor Is 
a native Nashvillian who received his 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Middle 
Tennessee State University in 2009. His 
acrylic paintings range from abstract con-
temporary to figurative. They suggest 
texture and movement with carefully 
applied paint strokes.

Continuing from October, the J 
House Gallery will feature the exhib-
it Under One Roof: “Welcoming the 
Stranger.” This year’s exhibit features 
collaborative works of art created by a 
multitude of organizations and individu-

als in Nashville, all exploring this year’s 
theme, welcoming the stranger.

Jews are reminded 36 times in the 
Torah to treat strangers with kindness 
and love them as ourselves. This exhib-
it explores what “loving the stranger” 
means for the invited artists, the Jewish 
community, and the city of Nashville. 
The project aims to bring together diverse 
people, organizations and ideas from the 
local community to unify Under One 
Roof and collectively exhibit artworks 
prepared by each organization, based on 
the theme.

The reception for the artists is on 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 from 6:30 p.m.–
8:30 p.m. at the JCC, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd. There will be music by DJ Joseph 
Harris, henna painting by Seemi Rizvi 
along with complimentary food and bev-
erage to accompany the event. The event 
is free and open to the public. For more 
information, contact the JCC at (615) 
354-1699, Curator Carrie Mills at car-
rie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to www.nash-
villejcc.org. •

Painting by Ryan Rado

Batsheva to 
perform in 
London, Tel Aviv

Nashville-based Jewish folksing-
er and songwriter Batsheva will 
speak and sing at the 8th Litvak 

Days in London on Nov. 29. She’ll also 
perform on Dec. 12 in Tel Aviv in a 
concert at the Museum of Jewish History.

In London, her performance is titled 
“I am the harp to all your songs – The 
inner Litvak of Leonard Cohen.” It takes 
place in the afternoon session of the sec-
ond day of the conference. The theme of 
the second day is “Music: soundtracks of 
Jewish life and the wider world.”

The Litvak Days in London con-
ference is presented by the Embassy of 
Lithuania in the UK and Universiyt 
College London. It focuses on the contri-
bution of Lithuanian Jews to that country,

Batsheva sings fluently in Yiddish, 
Ladino and Hebrew. She is an award-win-
ning and accomplished songwriter, writ-
ing ballads on Jewish themes and comedy.

Originally signed in New York to the 
Golden Land Agency, Batsheva toured 
and recorded with the leading artists of 
the Yiddish stage. These included leading 
artists of the Yiddish stage, under the 
direction of impresario Zalmen Mlotek, 
currently artistic director of the Folksbine 
National Yiddish Theatre. Batsheva 
toured Canada extensively under the aus-
pices of the Canadian Jewish Congress, 
criss-crossing the country doing solo 
concerts of Jewish music from British 
Columbia to Prince Edward Island.

Batsheva is now signed to The 
Institute for Southern Jewish Life and 
is currently touring throughout North 
America.  •

Please support the 
businesses that advertise 
in the Observer and help
 support our community

 in all ways!
Make sure to let 

them know...you saw 
their ad here!
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B’nai Tzedek Philanthropy Day set for March 2019

Planning has already started for next 
year’s B’nai Tzedek Philanthropy 
Day for Jewish teenagers in the 

Nashville area.
For the second year in a row, the 

event will be organized and carried out by 
local teens serving on the B’nai Tzedek 
Teen Philanthropy Board, which held 
its first planning meeting for the current 
school year on Oct. 7. There are eleven 
board members.

“I am excited about meeting new 
people and building relationships with 
people in the Jewish community,” one 
board member said.

“I look forward to helping other peo-
ple become more involved in the com-
munity and community service,” another 
teen said.

The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee offers the B’nai Tzedek pro-
gram to help develop a sense of philan-
thropy in bar- and bat mitzvah-age youth. 
Through the program, teens learn to 
appreciate the Jewish value of tikkun 
olam, repair of the world. 

With a donation, a teen can estab-
lish a fund with the Foundation, and the 

donation will be matched through the 
generosity of the Al Feldman Memorial 
Fund and the Feldman-Hassenfeld Fund 
for B’nai Tzedek. Participants can choose 

the programs that their funds support and 
can add funds each year, with the goal of 
having full-fledged Donor Advised funds 
that they direct as adults.

B’nai Tzedek Philanthropy Day has 
been scheduled for March 31, 2019 from 
2-4 p.m. at the Gordon JCC. Look for 
further information on how to participate 
as the date approaches.

At the October planning meeting, 
teens used motivational values cards to 
reflect on which principles were most 
important to them. They discovered that 
the values they held in common included 
leadership, community, personal growth, 
opportunity and innovation.  

The teens used Maimonides Ladder 
of giving as a launching point to develop 
goals for the program including an ini-
tiative that engages teens in year-round 
philanthropy and encouraging other 
B’nai Tzedeks to give both time and 
money as philanthropists.  

These ideals and goals will guide 
them as they continue to design the pro-
gram, including selecting the recipient of 
the B’nai Tzedek combined distribution, 
a consolidation of B’nai Tzedek resources 
given out to one agency each year. 

For more information about the 
B’nai Tzedek program, contact Shannon 
Small at 615-354-1651 or shannon@
jewishnashville.org. •

The B’nai Tzedek Teen Philanthropy Board gathers in the library at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. PHOTOGRAPH BY SHANNON SMALL

Lions of Judah Endowment Program 
marks 25 years of making a difference  
By KATHY CARLSON

For 25 years, women around the 
country – including in Nashville – 
have helped ensure their continuing 

support for Jewish causes through the 
Lion of Judah Endowment (LOJE) pro-
gram of the Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA).  

These women are not only Lions 
of Judah, a generous group 
that pledges annual gifts 
through their local Jewish 
Federations, but they also 
have established endow-
ments, which are funds that 
generate income that will 
continue to provide for the 
Jewish community after 
their lifetimes. 

“It is important to me 
that our Jewish world remain 
strong, and by being a part of 
the Lion Of Judah Endowment program, 
I feel that we are helping to ensure that 
this strength continues,” Ellen Levitt said 
in an email. “My family has been able to 
benefit from the programs and organi-
zations that our Jewish Federation helps 
to support, including Akiva School, our 
synagogues and the GJCC.”  

They’ve also traveled to Israel and 
seen the work of the Jewish Federations 
there. “Through our participation in the 
Lion of Judah Endowment program, we 
hope that future generations will also have 
the opportunities that the Jewish commu-

nal world has provided for our family.” 
Currently, 3,600 women across the 

country participate in the LOJE program, 
according to information on the JFNA 
website. In total, they have contributed 
$560,000,000 to the endowment. 

Moreover, creating a LOJE today 
allows community members to join the 
LEGACY Society of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee. The 
society reflects the work 
of the LIFE & LEGACY 
program, a partnership of 
the Jewish Federation and 
the Howard Grinspoon 
Foundation.  All commu-
nity members, women and 
men, can be part of the 
LIFE & LEGACY program, 
designed to walk them 
through the steps of setting 
up a perpetual annual cam-

paign endowment.  
“I have been a Lion of Judah for 

over 25 years and I am proud to be one 
of the approximately 18,000 members,” 
said Julie Boehm, also in an email. “Being 
a Lion is important to me because it 
enables the Jewish Federation to play 
a very important role in creating social 
justice and aiding the vulnerable in the 
world.  I created a LOJE so jointly I can 
make a significant difference in the lives 
of less fortunate Jews not only in my life-
time but for generations to come.” 

Sylvia Rapoport first became a Lion 

of Judah as a young mother in Boston.  
Over the years, through the Lions of 
Judah program, she and other women 
have had the opportunity to support 
their Jewish community and also to meet 
other notable women. She and friends 
were able to lunch with Barbara Bush 
and meet sculptor Louise Nevelson at her 
studio, for example.  

Rapoport said she sees her LOJE 
endowment as a “way to ensure that my 
passion for Jewish life through Federation 
would continue in perpetuity.” The pro-
gram also offers many different ways 
women can participate. “The program 
makes it easy for you,” she said. 

Asked what she’d say to someone 
considering creating a LOJE, she said, 
“Just be sure that you protect what you 
care about.” 

Barbara Grossman Levy helped start 
the Lions of Judah program here in 
Nashville; she recalls how she and others 
from Nashville also traveled to Miami to 
learn about its LOJE program before one 

was established here. 
“It’s a very good way of making peo-

ple aware of how much their gift really 
means to our federations around the 
country and in Israel,” she said. The pro-
gram helps people aspire to be generous 
because it describes the gift in concrete 
terms. That level (of giving) makes a dif-
ference even though you think it doesn’t. 

But the best thing about the program 
may be in bringing together people with 
common interests. “At Lions events,” 
she said, “it’s wonderful to see all of those 
women caring that much.”  •

To learn more 
To learn more about women’s philan-
thropy or to participate in the LOJE 
program, contact Shannon Small, 
Financial Resources Philanthropic 
Officer, Shannon@jewishnashville.
org or (615) 354-1651. 

Ellen Levitt Sylvia RapoportJulie Boehm

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

Barbara Levy
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Akiva embraces STEAM throughout curriculum
By KATHY CARLSON

STEAM (science, technology, engi-
neering, arts, math) -- and Hebrew? 

That’s an everyday classroom 
experience at Akiva School.

Akiva has made STEAM a priority 
for several years, continues to implement 
STEAM skills into its curriculum and is 
seeking AdvancED STEAM accredita-
tion during this school year.

Fourth-grade general studies teach-
er Susan Eskew shows the equipment in 
Akiva’s maker-space, a classroom where 
students put STEAM skills into prac-
tice. There’s a wall full of Lego pieces, 
computers, goggles, lab coats and a cart 
full of materials - lengths of black rope, 
small squares of fabric, eye-droppers, 
plumbing parts, pieces of dowels, bits of 
this and that - ready to be turned into 
something else. That’s the STEAM cart, 
Eskew explains.

While she’s talking, students come 
into the room from Hebrew class, 
where they’re studying what happened 
when Abraham met three strangers in 
the desert. 

He welcomed them nicely into his 
house, one child says. 

The students work in teams to make 
house-like structures, using items from 
the STEAM cart. Several gather around 
a table at one end of the room. Two girls 
work together near the Lego wall. 

All of the students are focused on 
the project. They work quietly, with 
no horseplay or goofing off. They can 
make whatever they want, with the 
materials they have and within the 
time that’s available.

The students follow the engineer-

ing design process: Ask, imagine, plan, 
create, share and improve. The steps are 
written on small placards, including one 
on the STEAM cart.

Making mistakes is an accepted part 
of the process, Eskew says.  Mistakes can 
be the best end result because you can 
learn from it.

“The process is the beauty of it,” she 
says. “They learn from each other.”

Akiva students and teachers also 
are collaborating with public schools 
in Nashville and Rutherford County 
in a pilot program to build STEM 
labs and skills. Akiva teachers recently 
attended a professional development 
seminar at Stratford STEM School, 
Lower Campus, in Nashville to learn 
about teaching project-based learning. 
Although some schools describe their 
programs as STEM, the trend is for 
schools to include arts in the STEM 
curriculum. 

Akiva parent Micah Coleman has 
been helping organize the collaboration. 
Coleman is vice president of product 
and engineering with JPW Industries, a 
manufacturer of industrial power tools in 
Rutherford County. 

JPW is donating materials for 

STEM labs to the public schools; the-
Coleman family provided the STEAM 
cart to Akiva. JPW also is working 
on curriculum development with the 
Two Bit Circus Foundation, an arm 
of a California technology company. 
JPW’s involvement includes both mid-
dle schools and nearby high schools that 
draw students from the middle schools. 
The schools are Stratford STEM School, 
Lower Campus, Stratford High School 
and Stewarts Creek middle and high 
schools in Rutherford County. 

The plan is for the schools, teach-
ers and students to share their learning 
experiences. And the reason for working 
with middle and high schools that are on 
the same campus is simple – if the middle 
schoolers love the STEAM education, 
they can continue to pursue it right into 
high school.

 “This is the first time we’re doing 
it,” Coleman said of JPW’s involvement. 
“This is a pilot program.” 

He hopes the program shows good 
results and other schools learn about 
it and want to implement it as well. 
“Once we fine-tune this model here in 
Nashville,” he said, “it’s easily replicable 
nationwide.”  •

Akiva students choose building materials 
from the STEAM cart during part of their 
Hebrew class. 

Renewed Mikvah at Sherith
By KATHY CARLSON

With a classic color palette, 
soothing waters and a mosa-
ic as its focal point, the new 

Mikvah at Congregation Sherith Israel 
welcomes users. 

The Orthodox congregation on 
West End Avenue began renovations on 
its Mikvah room about a year ago and 
has just been completed. The Mikvah has 
been in use and the dedication will take 
place later this year. 

Sherith’s Mikvah had been in use for 
more than 60 years, said congregant and 
former president Roberta Goodman. The 
remodeled Mikvah is in the same loca-
tion, but a wall was pushed out to create 
a more spacious room. She helped design 
the Mikvah and Fred Yazdian carried 
out all the contracting work. “I’m on the 
design end; Fred is the execution guy,” 
she said. “Fred Yazdian made it happen.” 

One of the best things about the ren-
ovation, she said, was the level of com-
munity participation and support. The 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee pro-
vided a grant. Congregation Micah, West 
End Synagogue and The Temple partic-
ipated as did members of their congrega-
tions. There were donations from out-of-
town visitors who participated in minyan 
at Sherith as well as from Christian visi-
tors who came to the shul to learn about 
Judaism and Jewish practices.  

“It felt really good to have such 
broad support given that it’s not some-
thing that everyone is going to utilize,” 
she said. “It was very heart-warming.” 

Everything in the Mikvah is brand 
new, the lighting, plumbing, tiles, fix-
tures and more, Goodman said. All of the 
mechanical and plumbing reflect modern 
technology and the most current think-
ing about the proper way to maintain the 
cleanliness of the tank, the temperature 
of the water. A consultant with rabbini-
cal background and an expertise in mik-
vahs helped develop the plans.  

Ever since Rabbi (Zalman) Posner, 
z”l, the Mikvah at Sherith has been open 

for the entire community to use as they 
see fit, said Rabbi Saul Strosberg, who 
has continued the practice. The Mikvah 
is used for family purity, to mark life-cy-
cle occasions, such as before getting mar-
ried, and for koshering new dishes.  

Mikvah users were consulted in 
planning the renovation, to find out their 
design preferences. “They wanted a cool 
and serene color palette, whites and grays 
and aqua. The focal point of the room is 
custom mosaic,” Goodman said. 

“A couple of the women said there 
are people using the mikvah who don’t 
really know the mikvah blessing, and it’s 
hard to submerge when you’re holding 
the card on which the blessing is printed, 
she said. The women suggested having 
the blessing done as a mosaic, similar to 
the mosaic over the washstand in the 
dining room with the blessing before 
washing the hands before a meal. 

Daniella Pressner, head of school at 
Akiva School and wife of Rabbi Strosberg, 
provided the calligraphy for the bless-
ing and mosaic artists from Music City 
Mosaic crafted the work. The mosaic has 
black lettering on a background of whites 
and grays.  

“It seems like such an obvious thing 
to do,” Goodman said. “We were very 
excited about it.” 

To schedule the Mikvah for use, 
please contact the Shul office at (615) 
292-6614. •

Renovated Mikvah room and mosaic

Hot chicken, NJFF closing 
night, books on menu at 
Gordon JCC

There are activities for every taste 
at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center in November, with 

a preview of great events to come in 
December. For more information, go to 
the JCC website, nashvillejcc.org.

Kosher Nashville 
Hot Chicken Festival

This annual event is set 
to take place on Sunday, Nov. 
4, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. outside 
the JCC.  But the festival 
is bigger than fried chicken 
with a fiery kick; it’s also one 
of the Music City’s best fam-
ily-friendly, live music and 
craft beer festivals. You be the 
judge of teams competing for 
the grand prize of Kosher Nashville Hot 
Chicken. Or get a team together and 
show your pluck.

Nashville Jewish Film Festival
concludes

Celebrate the 18th season of the 
Nashville Jewish Film Festival on 
Thursday, Nov. 1, closing night, with 
a screening of “Promise at Dawn,” with 
complimentary bubbly and l’chaims. 
The French film debuted in 2017 and 
has English subtitles. Showing begins 
at 7 p.m. at the Belcourt Theatre in 
Hillsboro Village and is hosted by the 
program in Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt 
University. Special guest is Professor 
Allison Schachter, director, Vanderbilt 
program in Jewish Studies and associate 
professor of Jewish Studies and English.

Sally Kohn at Nashville Jewish 
Book Series

On Thursday, Nov. 8, Sally Kohn 
will discuss her book, “The Opposite 
of Hate: A Field Guide to Repairing 
our Humanity,” as part of the Nashville 
Jewish Book Series. The event is to take 

place at the Gordon JCC at 7 p.m. She 
will sign books after speaking.

The Nashville Jewish Book Series is an 
annual celebration of books, authors and 
ideas. It features work on Jewish themes 
and topics, work by Jewish authors or work 

from a Jewish perspective. 
The series is presented 

in formats including lec-
tures, intimate interviews of 
authors by community lead-
ers, and hands-on demon-
strations. Listen to authors 
speak about their new book, 
discuss the inner workings 
of their writing or discuss 
the topics and current events 
touched upon in their books. 

The book series contin-
ues through 2019, so keep an eye out for 
upcoming authors.

Kids Night Out on Nov. 17
A jungle-night themed Kids Night 

Out is set for Saturday, Nov. 17, for chil-
dren ages 5-12. The event will feature 
animals from the Nashville Zoo here. Cost 
is $20 per child for members, $25 for non-
members. Check the website for full details.

Tickets for the Big Night Out
Tickets for the JCC’s major fund-

raiser, the 2019 Big Night Out, will go 
on sale on Dec. 1. It’s never too early to 
plan to attend this annual evening out, 
scheduled for Jan. 26.  There’s a speak-
easy theme and chairs are Laurel Orley 
and Kelly Unger. For more information 
about the event, or if you would like to 
donate an item to the silent auction, 
contact Dara, (615) 354-1639.

Save the date: Dec. 9
The JCC’s annual Chanukah 

Festival, with games, crafts and latkes, 
is set for Sunday, Dec. 9. Stay posted for 
more information. •
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To access the Community Calendar,
 go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”

GA: Give and take continues between Israeli, American Jews
By BEN SALES
Jewish Telegraphic Agency

TEL AVIV – One day before thou-
sands of American Jews arrived in this 
Israeli city to air their differences with 
the nation’s government, Israeli President 
Reuven Rivlin had a listening session.

Rivlin invited a select group of about 
100 American Jews to his official resi-
dence in Jerusalem. While he sat in the 
center of the room, in a cushioned chair, 
three leaders of the Diaspora’s largest 
Jewish community explained their issues 
with the Jewish state.

“The Jewish identity of many young 
American Jews is reflected through the 
lens of tikkun olam, social justice values,” 
said Eric Goldstein, the CEO of New 
York’s UJA-Federation. “And they expe-
rience a mental discomfort when they use 
that lens to look at many current Israeli 
government policies: settlement policy, 
nation-state law, treatment of asylum 
seekers, marriage equality and marriage 
rights — more broadly, the monopoly 
that the Orthodox has over religion and 
state in Israel.”

That laundry list of grievances – 
everything from how Israel treats the 
Palestinians to whose marriages it recog-
nizes – is what lies behind the theme of 
this year’s General Assembly, the annual 
conference of the Jewish Federations of 
North America, which took place in Tel 
Aviv in late October.

The conference, which brings 
together the leaders of the American 
Jewish establishment for a mixture of 
sentimental speeches, panel discussions 
on pressing issues and lots of schmoozing 
over weak coffee, was titled “We Need 
to Talk.” The explicit message is that 
American and Israeli Jews have grown 
further apart and need some relationship 
counseling.
Polls apart?

Around the conference hall in North 
Tel Aviv, signs displaying a series of sta-
tistics showed that the world’s two largest 
Jewish populations don’t think alike: 
Sixty percent of American Jews believe 
in the possibility of a Palestinian state, 
versus 40 percent of Israeli Jews. Half of 
American Jews are liberal. Israeli Jews? 
Eight percent.

And the past couple of years, Israel-
wise, have been especially rough for 
American Jews with liberal proclivities: 
American Jewish leaders had negotiated 
for years to expand a non-Orthodox 
prayer section at the Western Wall. Last 
year, the Israeli government scrapped the 
compromise. The government has also 
moved to give the haredi Orthodox Chief 
Rabbinate more power over Jewish con-
version. This year, Israeli police detained 
a Conservative rabbi for the crime of 
performing a non-Orthodox wedding.

Also this year, Israel passed a law 
defining itself as the nation-state of the 
Jewish people. Recent months have 
seen a series of Americans, mostly left-
wing activists, detained and questioned 
at Israel’s border. A two-state solution 
seems nowhere in sight. President Donald 
Trump, reviled by American Jewish liber-
als and never-Trump Republicans, gets 
high marks among Israelis.

Israelis, meanwhile, have chafed at 
anti-Israel activism among some corners 
of American Jewry, as well as criticism 
from its leaders. Government represen-
tatives say they make policies according 
to their security and political realities, 
and consider the will of the voters who 

actually live in their country.
“Over the last few years, North 

American Jewry and Israel have defined 
their relationship by the things we don’t 
have in common,” Jerry Silverman, 
CEO of the Jewish Federations of North 
America, told JTA, noting “varying 
issues of how Israelis perceive American 
Jewry or are just completely apathetic to 
American Jewry. And I think you have 
an American Jewry that is growing up 
and is focused, especially in the younger 
generation, on social action, social jus-
tice issues and [who] aren’t really looking 
through an Israeli lens.”

If the two sides “need to talk,” 
though, it would be far from the first 
conversation. Silverman and fellow 
American Jewish bigwigs have been 
negotiating, cajoling, criticizing and 
appealing to the government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for years. 
The Western Wall negotiations took an 
arduous 33 months, and the deal was 
frozen anyway. Organizations sent any 
number of strongly worded statements 
on a nation-state law perceived by many 
as anti-democratic and another law bar-
ring supporters of an Israel boycott from 
entering the country.
Revisited subjects, invisible subjects

Those attending this year’s confer-
ence could also be forgiven for having 
some deja vu: Issues of Israeli religious 
policy also figured prominently at the last 
GA to take place in Israel, five years ago.

And even amid all the talk, a range 
of discontented conference participants 
said the GA was not talking about 
enough things. Some on the left said 
there was not enough discussion of 
Israel’s control of the West Bank. Critics 
on the right complained that not enough 
settlers were featured on the program. 
Others wanted more haredi Orthodox 
voices, or more Mizrachi Jewish voices 
or more talk of African asylum seekers 
in Israel. (This reporter has heard all of 
those complaints and more like them 
during the past two days.)

On the first day of the conference, a 
small group of young Jews protested out-
side the conference with a sign reading 
“We need to talk about the occupation.”

“I really believe that the leadership 
of the American Jewish community is 
smart and sophisticated enough to deal 
with complex information,” said Rabbi 
Jill Jacobs, executive director of the lib-
eral rabbinic human rights group T’ruah, 
which lobbied for more talk of Israel’s 

West Bank occupation ahead of the 
GA. “We’re talking about the Israeli-
American dialogue and the elephant [in 
the room] can’t be talked about.”

On the other side of the political 
map, a right-wing Orthodox group called 
the Coalition for Jewish Values com-
plained that when the GA talked about 
American Jews, what it really meant was 
non-Orthodox Jews. American Orthodox 
Jews, the group said, tend to be fine with 
an Orthodox monopoly over marriage 
and conversion in Israel, as well as a 
hawkish security policy.

“The leadership of the American 
Orthodox community has been com-
pletely left out of the program, despite 
the fast growth of this demographic,” the 
group said.

Federation staff countered that the 
GA program indeed had several sessions 
discussing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
even if none of their titles used the word 
“occupation.” And Silverman noted that 
yes, non-Orthodox views got prominent 
exposure because the vast majority of 
American Jews are not Orthodox.

“At the end of the day, 85 percent 
of the Diaspora is non-Orthodox,” he 
told JTA. “The non-Orthodox are still 
not recognized by Israel, so we have 85 
percent of U.S. Jewry that Israel does not 
recognize.”
Reverse Birthright?

More than anything, the question 
of what to do about the gaps between 
Israeli and American Jewry loomed over 
the gathering. On that, participants had 
some answers. Rivlin, opening the con-
ference, called for a “reverse Birthright” 
that would bring Israeli Jews to see 
American Jewry firsthand. He also called 
for a coalition of Israeli and Diaspora 
Jews to jointly aid the developing world.

Turns out, both those initiatives are 
already (kind of) happening.

Shazur (Hebrew for “interwoven”), 
an organization founded this year by 
Rabbi Amitai Fraiman, organizes one-day 
tours of Jewish New York for groups of 
Israelis in America, like young profes-
sionals or students. The tours discuss the 
origins of American Jewish values -- from 
the immigrant experience to civil rights 
-- as well as the American Jewish expe-
rience today. And the tours also include 
groups of American Jews, so that Israelis 
can meet and talk with them face to face.

“Israelis have a huge knowledge 
gap,” said Fraiman, himself an Israeli 
with American parents who now lives 
in New York. “They don’t have an emo-
tional connection because they can’t 
sympathize with a country they can’t 
understand. When you’re able to see with 
your eyes and walk with your feet in these 
places, you make this emotional connec-
tion, you can empathize with the other.”
Honor our shared values

On the developing world front, 
Olam, a coalition of Jewish global service 
groups, is hoping to work with Rivlin on 
promoting joint American-Israeli Jewish 
international aid work. Olam helped 
organize Rivlin’s recent trip to Ethiopia, 
and its executive director, Dyonna 
Ginsburg, says working in the develop-
ing world appeals to both American and 
Israeli Jewish sensibilities. Israelis can 
appreciate the opportunity to put their 
scrappy entrepreneurial instincts to work, 
and Americans can engage in hands-on 
tikkun olam.

“I don’t believe it’s a panacea,” 
Ginsburg said regarding the potential 
of aid work to resolve strife between 
American and Israeli Jews. “But I think 
those two things can happen in tandem. 
If any relationship between two human 
beings is strained, you want to work on 
that relationship, but you [also] want to 
figure out what brings you together.”

Given the conference’s theme, key-
note speakers devoted surprisingly little 
time to the Western Wall, conversion 
and marriage, three topics that have 
roiled American Jewish-Israeli relations 
in recent years. Natan Sharansky, the 
Soviet dissident who previously chaired 
the Jewish Agency for Israel, was the 
architect of the Western Wall deal and 
publicly criticized Netanyahu last year 
for freezing it.

But Isaac Herzog, Sharansky’s suc-
cessor, in his speech Tuesday to the GA 
did not even mention the Western Wall. 
Instead he struck a more conciliatory 
note and called for Israel to fund Hebrew 
language education for Diaspora Jews.

And on the afternoon of the second 
day of the conference, he said that, well, 
we need to talk.

“These are two different communi-
ties,” Herzog said. “But we must honor 
our brotherhood as Jews by under-
standing that there’s a dialogue amid 
differences.” •

Isaac Herzog, head of the Jewish Agency for Israel, speaks at the conference of the 
Jewish Federations of North America, calling on Israeli and American Jewish communi-
ties to communicate. PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA  
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Nashville celebrates Festival of Lights

Chanukah begins this year on the evening of Sunday, 
Dec. 2, and much is planned throughout Nashville 
to celebrate the Festival of Lights. Below is a listing 

of events that were on the schedules of our five Jewish 
congregations at Observer press time in late October. 
Additional events may be in the works, so please check 
with your congregation. Web site information is in a box 
with congregational news on page 8.

Congregation Sherith Israel
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Sisterhood Latke Party:  Join us at 5:30 p.m. as we light the Limor 

menorah, then head inside for a tasty latke supper and party. Adults 
$12, children $8, 3 and under free. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Krispy Kreme Chanukah Bash: This is a Chanukah party for kids 

at Krispy Kreme Donuts at 408 Thompson Lane (Kosher during 
Chanukah), that starts at 6:30 p.m.

Congregation Micah
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Religious School shuk open and book fair, 9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5 
Chai Society at NECAT (Nashville Education, Community, and Arts 

Television)for Chanukah Spoken Word Poetry Slam, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Shabbat and Chanukah Dinner: Co-sponsored with Akiva School . 

Services at 6 p.m. followed by dinner and Chanukiah contest. Bring 
your family Chanukiah and a non-dairy side dish that serves 8-10 
people. Open seating. Visit our website for more information and 
to RSVP.

Micah Children’s Academy Chanukah Festival: Help us celebrate the 
Festival of Lights! There will be latkes to eat, doughnuts to deco-
rate, and games to play! Parents, grandparents, and family are all 
invited. Time TBA.

The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom
TUESDAY, DEC. 4
The Temple Preschool will sing to help celebrate Chanukah with the 

Golden Lunch Bunch.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Chanukah dinner for our midweek Hebrew students and their fami-

lies. After Hebrew school at 5:30 p.m., join in for dinner, games and 
menorah lighting.

THURSDAY, DEC. 6
Preschool Chanukah Candle Lighting, 5:15 p.m.
Next Dor – Events for Young Adults Learn :: Live :: Grow :: Connect. 

We welcome singles, couples and young families ages 22-40 for 
Interfaith Conversation and Latke Making at 7 p.m. Information, 
honest conversations about interfaith issues while we cook and 
enjoy latkes. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Preschool Chanukah Shabbat, 10 a.m.
Chanukah Service & Latke Oneg, 6 p.m. We will come together to light 

the candles and celebrate Chanukah with a Latke Oneg to follow 
services. 

Saturday, Dec. 8
Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.  Come help us celebrate Shabbat for children up 

to 6 years old and the big people who love them! We’ll have songs, 
crafts, a story, and yummy treats with a Chanukah theme!

W.E.L.L (Women Engaged in Living and Learning) Chanukah 
Havdalah, 4 p.m.

For more information about our Chanukah programming, please 
contact The Temple at (615) 352-7620

West End Synagogue
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Beit Miriam @ West End Synagogue’s Chanukah Program begins on 

Dec. 2 and runs from 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Join us for Chanukah songs, Light My Fire – Family DIY 

Chanukiyah Contest, olive oil press demonstration, olive oil tasting, 
edible dreidels, sufganyiyot on a string, Chanukah activities for 
families with young children, Rebuild the Temple bounce house and 
plenty of latkes to eat.

Funds raised from Rebuild the Temple bounce house will go Beit 
Miriam’s Chanukah Mitzvah Project NeedLink to help cover heating 
costs for the elderly in Nashville. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5
Beit Miriam students and parents Chanukah celebration takes place 

at 6 p.m.
Celebrate the fourth night of Chanukah during Midweek Hebrew 

at Beit Miriam. Parents are invited to join students at 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
Shabbat Talk – with Professor A.-J. Levine will examine the topic “The 

Book of Judith: The Other Chanukah Story.” Levine is University 
Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and Mary Jane 
Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University.

The program begins with Kabbalat Shabbat services from  6-7 
p.m., Shabbat dinner from 7-8 p.m. ($22/person for dinner) and 
Shabbat Talk from 8-9 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC.  9
Enjoy a Hot Chicken and Latke lunch at 12:15 p.m. Cost is $5 per per-

son; under 3 is free.
Lunch includes chicken tenders (hot or mild), latke, dessert & a 

drink. Please RSVP to office@westendsyn.org.
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Chabad of Nashville
SUNDAY, DEC. 2
Chanukah Menorah Workshop:  Chabad of Nashville will partner with 

The Home Depot to offer a pre-Chanukah Menorah Workshop at the 
Bellevue Home Depot, 7665 Hwy 70 South, on Sunday, Dec. 2, from 
4-5 p.m. The event will unite children and their families from across 
the community in a joyous and interactive celebration of Chanukah.

Participants will receive a free workers apron and then craft 
their own unique Menorah from wood and a host of other supplies 
available at The Home Depot. They can also enter a raffle. Parents 
accompany their children and there is no charge for attending.

This workshop is sponsored by The Home Depot and coordinat-
ed by Chabad of Nashville. This event is free for all participants. 
Reservations can be made at chabadnashville.com or for more 
information call (615) 646-5750 or visit chabadnashville.com

MONDAY, DEC. 3
Jewish Heritage Night Menorah Lighting at the Predators:  Chabad of 

Nashville and the Nashville Predators invite the entire community to 
celebrate the Festival of Lights, on the second night of Chanukah, at 
a public Menorah kindling ceremony right before the Predators and 
the Buffalo Sabres game. The grand Chanukah celebration will take 
place on Monday, Dec. 3, at 6:30 p.m. at the Bridgestone Arena, 
downtown Nashville.

Thousands of fans will attend the ceremony and will view the kin-
dling of the giant “Menorah of Freedom.” Following the kindling, the 
program will feature Chanukah songs played from the jumbotron. 

Join the Nashville Jewish community in a public display of unity 
at this exciting Menorah Lighting Ceremony. Bring the kids and 
make this your special Chanukah celebration.

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com

TUESDAY, DEC. 4
Chanukah at Public Square with Mayor David Briley: Nashville’s 

mayor, together with the city’s congregations, will be celebrating 
the Festival of Lights at the Public Square in front of the court-
house, 2nd Avenue and Deaderick Street, in downtown Nashville, 
on Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 4:30 p.m.

The event will include the lighting of a 12-foot Menorah, Chanukah 
songs song by children of the local congregations’ religious schools, 
and a festive musical band led by Rabbi Saul Strosberg from 
Congregation Sherith Israel. Chabad of Nashville will be distributing 
special Chanukah donuts, gelt and dreidels to all participants.

This ceremony is open to the public, and will begin with a musical 
presentation. Then, the  Menorah will be lit by Mayor Briley together 
with the leadership of the Nashville Jewish community.

For the past 14 years Chabad of Nashville has been lighting the 
Menorah with Nashville mayors, initially at the Riverfront Park. 
Three years ago, the ceremony moved to the Public Square, a more 
central location that allows greater visibility for the Menorah. 

Join the Nashville Jewish community in a public display of unity 
at this exciting Menorah lighting ceremony. Bring your friends and 
family and make this your special Chanukah celebration. 

For more information, go to www.chabadnashville.com or call 
(615) 646-5750.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
A Chanukah TGIS: On Friday evening, Dec. 7, at 6:30 p.m., Chabad 

will be hosting a special Chanukah edition of the TGIS Shabbat 
celebration. 

This event will include a spirited Chanukah Kabbalat Shabbat, 
and will be followed by a sit-down Shabbat dinner of freshly baked 
Challah, Gefilte Fish, Chicken Soup, and various Chanukah delicacies 
of Sufganiyot, latkes and more. There is no charge to participate in 
this dinner; however we request that you RSVP to chabadnashville@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 8
Light up the night – The BIG Mesibah: Light up the night with seven 

candles burning bright!
Join friends and family from Nashville’s Israeli Community at 

Chabad of Nashville for the BIG Mesibah, on Saturday, Dec. 8, at 7 
p.m. for a Chanukah family fun fest featuring levivot, sufganiyot and 
sevivonim with live Israeli music. This will be an evening filled with 
Israeli tunes, songs, melodies and traditions, for people of all ages.

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com

THROUGHOUT CHANUKAH
Menorah to be erected at the State Capitol: Since 2003 Chabad of 

Nashville has been erecting the state’s tallest Menorah at the State 
Capitol, near the six cedar trees planted in commemoration of the 
six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust.

The Menorah has been lit over the years by dignitaries including 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey, Speaker Beth 
Harwell, Metro Nashville West Precinct Police Commander Marlene 
Pardue and members of the Israeli Defense Forces.

The 17-foot steel menorah will be erected by crane on the Capitol 
Hill, corner 6th Avenue and Charlotte, and will be lit daily through-
out the Festival of Chanukah. A special Chanukah celebration with 
dignitaries, music and Chanukah gifts will be held on one of the 
nights of Chanukah and all are invited to participate in this event 
of Jewish pride. For more details go to www.chabadnashville.com
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Kicker Greg Joseph’s journey from Jewish day school to NFL
By ED CARROLL
Cleveland Jewish News via JTA

CLEVELAND (Cleveland Jewish 
News via JTA) – Browns rookie kicker 
Greg Joseph said it’s been a “wild ride” 
for him since being cut at the end of pre-
season by the Miami Dolphins, signing 
with Cleveland in Week 3 of the regular 
season, and just days later, playing an 
integral role in the NFL team’s first vic-
tory in nearly two years. 

To cap his “wild” five-week stretch, 
Joseph booted a game-winning 37-yard 
field goal – which was reportedly partially 
blocked by a defender – in overtime Oct. 
7 against the division rival Baltimore 
Ravens. 

After that win, Joseph returned to his 
new home in Cleveland from FirstEnergy 
Stadium and ended the day with a famil-
iar – and likely comforting – symbol 
hanging outside his door: a mezuzah.

Rabbi Yossi Friedman of the Chabad 
of Downtown Cleveland, who helped 
Joseph and his parents, Glen and Ilana, 
put the mezuzah up on his door, said 
Joseph recited the traditional blessing 
during the process. Joseph was introduced 
to Friedman by Rabbi Yossi Denburg of 
Chabad of Boca Raton, Fla., near where 
Joseph grew up. 

Joseph, 24, was born in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, and moved to Florida with 
his family in 2001. 

He played football and soccer at 
Donna Klein Jewish Academy in Boca 
Raton and also attended American 
Heritage School in Delray Beach. 
Setting records at FAU

He graduated in 2017 from Florida 
Atlantic University in Boca Raton as the 
Owls’ all-time leader in field goals made, 
points scored, PATs (point after touch-
down) made and field goals attempt-
ed. He also holds the university’s sin-
gle-game records for PATs, field goals, 
points scored by kicking and holds the 
record for the Owls’ longest field goal. 

He went undrafted but soon signed 
with the Dolphins and was in a training 
camp battle with fellow rookie Jason 
Sanders, a seventh-round pick, to be the 
team’s kicker. 

In three preseason games with 
the Dolphins, Joseph was 3-for-3 on 
field goals, including a 54-yard kick. 
Unfortunately for him, Miami decided to 
go with Sanders.

After being released, Joseph stayed 
ready and stuck to his practice routine. 
Despite being cut by a team far closer to 
where he grew up and joining a team in 
a city he visited for the first time during 
a tryout, Joseph couldn’t be happier than 
to be in Cleveland.

“After I got released from Miami, 
[the Browns] were the first one to get in 
touch with me,” Joseph said. “It’s still an 
awesome feeling. It’s good to feel wanted, 
especially in this business.

“Everything happens for a reason. 
I had a blast in Miami. I learned a lot 
about myself in Miami. I learned how to 
be a better athlete, a better man, just a 
better person overall. They do a great job 
with their personal engagement program 
over there. And fortunately, I got the call 
to come over here.” 
Hello, Cleveland

The Browns signed Joseph on Sept. 
17, a Monday, after which he had to 
prepare for a prime-time Thursday night 
game on Sept. 20 against the New York 

Jets. He didn’t complain about the lack of 
time to prepare. 

“It’s almost better to have a quick 
turnaround like that because you don’t 
have time to think about anything,” 
he said.

And since then, the Dolphins’ loss 
has been the Browns’ gain. 

Joseph is 8-for-9 on field goal attempts 
in four games with the Browns, his only 
miss coming on a 55-yard attempt against 
the Ravens at the end of regulation. He 
also missed a PAT in that game. His lon-
gest made field goal with the Browns was 
a 45-yard attempt against the Jets.

His impressions of Cleveland are 
thus far almost universally positive.

“I don’t know why everyone has 
such a negative connotation about” 
Cleveland, Joseph said. “The weather’s 
been awesome and the people are nice.”

Joseph hasn’t experienced a trade-
mark Cleveland winter – lake-effect 
snow can affect playing conditions at 
FirstEnergy Stadium, right on the Lake 
Erie shoreline – but he’s ready for the 
challenge.

“I’ll take each challenge as it comes,” 
he said. “Right now, the weather is good. 
I’ll have to look into it further when [the 
bad weather comes]. I’ll get in touch with 
people who have kicked here and expe-
rienced it. But then again, you can only 
learn so much from them; you have to go 
through it firsthand to really impact your 
learning curve.”

He hasn’t set any personal perfor-
mance goals for the season beyond trying 
to get better every day and have fun 
while doing it. 
Helping the team

“My main goal is to put the team in 
a better position no matter what through 
my kicking,” he said. “I am the guy who 
will sacrifice a couple stats – I don’t look 
into them. I just want the team to win 
at the end of the day. I will do whatever 
it takes and bust my butt to help put my 
team in the best position to win each and 
every game.”

Joseph said the Browns players and 
staff have been “extremely welcoming.”

“It’s been fun,” he said. “The Browns 
are a top-notch organization. They take 
care of you every way they can, and 
they’ve been awesome in my transition 
– having a couple hours to get up [to 
Cleveland] and helping me find a place 
to live and sorting me out for life overall. 

“I’ve met some great people here,” he 
said, singling out punter Britton Colquitt 
and long snapper Charley Hughlett. 
“They’ve helped me out immensely as 
far as teaching me the ropes because I’m 
a rookie. They’re both vets. They’re both 
kind of ‘jokester’ guys – they keep the 
mood light and we have fun.

“Really, at the end of the day, that’s 
what it’s about. Football is a game. It’s 
amazing and it’s fun and it’s awesome 
how many followers we get and how we 
can positively impact Cleveland as a 
whole, but you gotta have fun doing it. 
Otherwise, it becomes overbearing, and 
you have to make the most of the oppor-
tunity you’re presented.”
Community matters

Joseph said he wants to continue to 
further acquaint himself with Northeast 
Ohio’s Jewish community and give back 
as much as he can.

“It’s a virtue close to my heart, 
since my mom kind of instilled that in 
me from a young age,” he said. “That’s 
why I’m leaning toward going out and 
talking with some Jewish day schools 
and hopefully something with the Jewish 
Federation, which would be very cool. 

That’s in the works, hopefully.”
He said his faith has “absolutely” 

guided him during his life and career.
“At the end of the day, I believe it’s 

written that what’s going to happen is 
going to happen,” he said. “That’s why I 
go about my business with a smile on my 
face because I look at every experience as 
a learning experience. I believe there’s a 
plan. What’s written is written, you just go 
by that. That’s why I never take anything 
too heavily. I choose to live my life in a 
positive manner, with a smile on my face, 
positively impacting the people around 
me, which is definitely a goal of mine.”

Joseph said he was in Cleveland for 
Yom Kippur, and after practice, he got 
a ride to an evening service at Chabad 
of Downtown Cleveland, where he met 
Friedman. 

He moved into his apartment a few 
days before the Ravens game, and now, 
for the most part, he said he feels settled 
in his new city – though he continues to 
get to know people in and around town. 

He noted the Browns normally get 
an off day on Tuesdays – days he hopes 
he can use to give back.

“Every Tuesday, there are commu-
nity-service events,” Joseph said. “I just 
told our community relations people to 
sign me up for every one. I’ll be there, it’s 
something that’s important to me. I want 
to reach out and use this platform while 
it’s here to help whoever I can help and 
positively impact the greatest amount of 
people’s quality of lives that I can possi-
bly impact. Football is a great platform 
for that, and I feel like I’d be wasting it if 
I’m not using it. That’s my goal here, to 
get out and help people.”

Joseph wants Clevelanders to know 
he plans to do his best on the field, but 
he’s here for more than football.

“The Browns are in a position to win, 
but while I’m here, I want to get involved 
in the community,” he said. “I want to try 
to go talk to and inspire Jewish kids all 
across Cleveland to let them know that 
it’s possible to do basically whatever you 
want. It’s not just football, it’s not just 
sports. If you have a goal, my big thing is, 
put your head down and work. Anything 
is possible.” •

Greg Joseph celebrates after the Browns, thanks to his timely field goal, defeat the 
Baltimore Ravens at FirstEnergy Stadium in Cleveland last month. PHOTOGRAPH BY JASON 

MILLER/GETTY IMAGES

China’s vice president visits 
Israel in sign of growing friendship

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Chinese 
Vice President Wang Qishan’s recent 
visit to Israel has been hailed by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as 
” the most important visit by a Chinese 
leader in the last 18 years.”

Wang’s four-day visit last month 
focused on the countries’ economic ties. 
He is the most senior Chinese official to 
visit Israel since 2000. 

Israeli exports to China reached $2.8 
billion in the first half of 2018 — 8.7 
percent of Israeli exports during the peri-
od — the business publication Calcalist 
reported, citing data from Israel’s Central 
Bureau of Statistics.

Shortly after his arrival, Wang visit-
ed the Western Wall and the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, both in the Old City 
of Jerusalem. He was accompanied to the 
sites by representatives of Israel’s Foreign 
Ministry, a first.

Wang and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu went on to chair the fourth 

meeting of the Israel-China Innovation 
Conference at the Foreign Ministry. 
Government ministers and deputies from 
13 ministries have accompanied Wang 
on the trip.

Eight joint agreements were scheduled 
to be signed at the conference in the areas 
of science and technology, life sciences, 
innovation, digital health and agriculture.

Netanyahu and Wang held a work-
ing dinner with their entourages at the 
Netanyahu’s residence in Jerusalem.

“Welcome to Israel. This is the most 
important visit by a Chinese leader in 
the last 18 years,” Netanyahu said in 
greeting Wang at the residence. “It’s a 
sign of our growing friendship. The fact 
that the vice president of China came 
to Israel at my invitation for the Prime 
Minister’s Innovation Conference is a 
tremendous compliment to Israel and a 
reflection of the growing ties between 
China and Israel. And I look forward to 
our discussions.” •
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lifecycles
Mazel Tov

To Josh Barton and Sophie 
Rapoport (and big brother Levi) on the 
birth of their son, Gideon Anatol. 

B’nai Mitzvah
Max Lapidus

Max Harrison 
Lapidus will become 
a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, Nov. 17, at 
West End Synagogue. 
Max is the son of Brian 
and Kim Lapidus, 
grandson of Stephen 
and Leslye Lapidus 
and Joseph and Joyce Rosenfield of 
Dallas, Tex. He is the great-grandson 
of Ann Kauvar of Akron, Ohio.  Max 
is a 7th-grade student at the University 
School of Nashville. From Ultimate 
Frisbee to lacrosse, football and basket-
ball – Max is always ready to play any 
sport even with his sister Lilly.  Max 
has volunteered at Safe Haven Family 
Shelter, serving meals and coordinating 
children’s activities, as well as sorting 
food at Second Harvest Food Bank for 
his Mitzvah project.

Outgoing and outspoken in 
nature, Max is thoughtful and kind.  
In his free time, Max loves spending 
time with friends and family, watch-
ing his Tennessee Titans and Georgia 
Bulldogs, traveling and reading.  Max’s 
summers are spent at Camp Barney 
Medintz where he enjoys spending 
time with his friends and cousins who 
have attended with him over the past 
five years.

Lindsay Lorge 
Lindsay Lorge will 

become a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Nov. 3, at 
Congregation Micah.

Lindsay is the 
daughter of Tracy 
Miller and Peter Lorge 
and the sister of Aileen 
Lorge. She is a 7th grad-
er at St. Bernard Academy. In her free 
time, Lindsay enjoys reading and playing 
piano.

Obituaries 

Mark L. Goldstein
Mark L. Goldstein, executive direc-

tor of the Jewish Federation of the Lehigh 
Valley, Allentown, Pa., for the past 16 
years, passed away on Oct. 11 surrounded 
by family after a valiant fight with can-
cer. He was 60 years old.

The son of a Holocaust survivor, 
Mark committed his entire professional 
career to Jewish communal service and 
his life to Jewish causes.

Mark, a Nashville native, came 
to the Lehigh Valley in 2002 after a 
nine-year term as executive vice presi-
dent of the United Jewish Federation of 
Tidewater, Virginia Beach, Va. 

“Goldstein, at nearly 6’3”, is a big 
man with big picture thinking,” HAKOL, 
the Lehigh Valley Federation’s newspa-
per, reported when he first arrived there. 
“With his vast and long-term experience 

in the Jewish communal world, he has 
the perspective and ability to see the 
importance of promoting and developing 
partnerships that build, strengthen and 
bring a community together.”

Mark worked tirelessly for 16 years to 
bring the Lehigh Valley Jewish communi-
ty together, to raise money, to strengthen 
programs and to build relationships. He 
was a committed member of Temple Beth 
El and a committed supporter of the 
Jewish Community Center, Jewish Day 
School, Jewish Family Service, Jewish 
summer camps and all local synagogues. 
One of his greatest passions was leading 
the community on missions to Israel. His 
leadership has had a lasting impact on the 
past, present and future of our community.

Mark is survived by his wife of 34 
years, Shari Spark, and his beloved chil-
dren, daughter Carlyn, and her husband 
Jason, and son Ezra. He is remembered by 
the hundreds of colleagues, community 
members, students and friends whose 
lives he touched, and everyone who had 
the opportunity to share in his stories and 
his wisdom.

Mark touched many lives. If he 
impacted yours, please email the Jewish 
Federation with stories that we will share 
with his family. 

May Mark’s memory be a blessing.

Susy Mayer
West End Synagogue announces with 

sadness the passing in September of Susy 
Mayer, mother of Jessica Mayer Kullock, 
the wife of Rabbi Joshua Kullock.

We offer our condolences to Susy’s 
husband, Roberto Mayer; her daughters 
Jessica (Rabbi Joshua), Leila (Sergio), 
and Vanessa (Gabriel); and her grand-
children Iara, Abigail and Meital.

Donations may be made to the 
West End Synagogue or any organization 
researching ALS.

Richard Spiller
Richard Spiller passed away on 

October 13 at the age of 91 in Nashville. 
He was preceded in death by Patricia 
Spiller, his wife of 52 years. He is sur-
vived by sons Daniel Spiller (Jennifer) 
of Minneapolis, Minn., and Ben Spiller 
(Borden) of Nashville, grandsons Tobin, 
Isaac, Abbott and Elliott Spiller, and his 
brother, Jason, of Cupertino, Calif. He 
was an emeritus professor of marketing at 
California State University, Long Beach, 
but mainly a loving parent and grandpar-
ent. He was a baseball fan who enjoyed a 
play well made.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to The Temple – Congregation 
Ohabai Sholom or Second Harvest 
Food Bank.

Melissa Anne Zuckerman
Melissa Anne Zuckerman passed 

away on Oct. 17 at the age of 47. She 
was preceded in death by her father, 
Bruce Zuckerman, grandparents Morris 
and Elizabeth Arkovitz and Milton and 
Lillion Zuckerman. Melissa is survived by 
her mother Carol Black (Sammy), broth-
er Jason Black (Denise), uncle Donald 
Arkovitz (Martha) and a host of other 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

New information service
Observer readers who wish to receive 
email notification of obituaries as 
the newspaper receives the informa-
tion may be placed on a new e-mail 
list being created for this purpose by 
the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. Please send your request via 
e-mail to obits@jewishnashville.org.

Max Lapidus

Lindsay Lorge 

CRC co-sponsors forum 
on police oversight board

The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee was was one of 14 sponsors for 
the Community Oversight Board Forum held on Wednesday, Oct. 17, at The 
Temple.  Two local news stations covered the event, which provided information 
about Charter Amendment 1 on the Davidson County ballot.  This amendment, 
if approved by voters, would establish a community oversight board to pro-
vide independent civilian oversight of the Metro Nashville Police Department. 
The forum was an opportunity to hear arguments for and against this Charter 
Amendment, and get answers to questions.  Special thanks to CRC members Cara 
Suvall and Irwin Venick, and community members Hayley Levy and Pat Halper for 
being instrumental in planning and facilitating this important community event. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY RABBI SHANA G. MACKLER

BUILDING LEADERS
K I N D E R G A R T E N  
through 8TH GRADE www.akivanashville.net

CRITICAL THINKING

PERSEVERANCE WHOLE CHILD EDUCATION

CURIOSITY

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. FOSTER CRITICAL INQUIRY. INFORMED JEWISH LIVING.

For more information or questions about scholarships please contact 

JULIE FORTUNE at jfortune@akivanashville.net or 615-432-2552

To access the 
Community Calendar,

 go to 
www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on 
“Calendar.”
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

| Jane@JaneRSnyder.com | 615.557.6277 | 

around the town
Rides to the polls 
on election day

The Community Relations 
Committee of the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee and the National 
Council of Jewish Women, Nashville 
Division, are 
partnering to 
help provide 
election day 
t r a n s p o r t a -
tion for anyone who votes at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
801 Percy Warner Blvd. The polls are 
open from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Please contact Deborah 
Oleshansky, deborah@jewishnash-
ville.org or 615-354-1637 by NOON 
on Monday, November 5 to request 
at ride.

Jewish genealogy 
group being formed

Interested in tracking down your 
family’s history? We are in the pro-
cess of forming a local chapter of the 
International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS). If inter-
ested in participating, please contact: 
nashvillejgs@gmail.com

Panel examines 
anti-Semitism

Vanderbilt Jewish Studies, in 
collaboration with the Community 

Relations Committee of the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, will 
be bringing three scholars to Vanderbilt 
for a roundtable discussion titled “Anti-
Semitism in Contemporary American 
Politics.”

The event, moderated by 
Jewish Studies director Prof. Allison 
Schachter, will take place on the eve-
ning of Thursday, November 8 at 7 
p.m. in the Central Library Community 
Room on Vanderbilt’s campus. 

The scholars are Pamela 
Nadell, American University; Barry 
Trachtenberg, Wake Forest University; 
and Jonathan Judaken, Rhodes College.

Downtown Nashville 
Jewish history tour

Gordon JCC and the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
is organizing a Jewish history tour. 
The tour, set for Nov. 18, will be 
guided by Randy Gross, who will 
walk us around downtown and will 
tell us all wonderful stories about 
the beginning and continuation of 
the Jewish community in Nashville. 
The tour begins at 10 a.m.  We will 
end the tour with a lunch at Mile 
End Deli. 

Tickets are $10 including lunch 
(no need to pay Eventbrite’s credit card 
fees). The exact meeting point will be 
given upon registration.

For any questions you can email us 
at outreach@jewishnashville.org

Please support the businesses 
that advertise in the 

Observer and help support our 
community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...
you saw their ad here!

To access the 
Community Calendar,

 go to www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”

Learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville

and Middle Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org

Israel’s president, at Rabin memorial, 
warns against polarization

JERUSALEM (JTA) – President 
Reuven Rivlin of Israel, speaking at a 
ceremony marking the 23rd anniversary 
of the assassination of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, expressed concern that 
the new generation does not understand 
the seriousness of the polarization and 
incitement that led to the murder.

Rivlin lit a memorial candle and 
spoke at the official ceremony opening 
the events marking the anniversary of 
Rabin’s death. It also marks the death of 
his wife, Leah Rabin, five years later in 
the same week. The ceremony was held 
last month.

Members of the Rabin family were 
among those on hand for the event at the 
president’s residence in Jerusalem. Others 
included Deputy Knesset Speaker Revital 
Sweid, Supreme Court Justice Neal 
Hendel and students from the Bilingual 
School in Beersheba.

“In the 23 years that have passed 
since the murder, we have been through 
difficult times; wars and contentious 
political initiatives,” Rivlin said. “Each 
time, and despite the polarization of 
views, we have avoided terrible moments 
like this. Have we healed? I am not sure. 
I do not know.

“Day by day, the generation that did 
not know Yitzhak grows,” he said. “The 
generation that did not itself see the 
dark slippery slope from incitement and 
hatred to bloodshed. 

“Children and young people who 

have grown up and were born and immi-
grated over the last 20 or 30 years, the 
leaders of our tomorrow, did not know 
Yitzhak. And did not know the murder. 

“And the truth is that something 
is not working,” said Rivlin. “Because 
each year we make speeches and hold 
ceremonies, and yet we see the erosion of 
the centrality of the murder and what it 
means in Israeli public discourse.”

A right-wing extremist, Yigal Amir, 
shot Rabin to death on Nov. 4, 1995, at the 
end of an event the prime minister held to 
demonstrate public support for his efforts to 
make peace with the Palestinians.

In addition to serving as prime min-
ister, Rabin served as ambassador to 
the United States and defense minister, 
as well as Israel’s military chief of staff 
during the Six-Day War in 1967.

Yonatan Ben-Artzi, Yitzhak Rabin’s 
grandson, criticized sitting Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in his address as a 
“leadership that encourages division and 
violent attacks on other opinions.”

“He who drives and incites against 
anyone who thinks differently from him 
as a sourpuss or a leftist will lead to the 
destruction of the next temple,” Ben-
Artzi said.

Ben-Artzi reportedly called on Rivlin 
to support legislation that would put term 
limits on prime ministers. Netanyahu 
has served nearly 10 consecutive years in 
office after having previously served as 
prime minister from 1996 to 1999. •

List of 
Chanukah activities, 

pages 22-23
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D.
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Plumbing • Custom Cabinetry
Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

Tullahoma, TN
931-222-4080
Franklin, TN
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant

Helping students and families find, 
apply to and pay for the right fit college

860-460-8829  
fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  

www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

REFLEXOLOGY

NASHVILLE ACADEMY OF 
REFLEXOLOGY (NAR) 

4825 Trousdale Drive, Suite 222
Nashville, TN 37220
Office: 615-647-7244

Spa 615-987-0866
www.reflexschool.com

Certification Program, Student Intern 
Clinic, Professional Foot & Hand Spa

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and

The Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee area by taking 
advantage of this cost-effective way to 
reach a loyal repeat audience! Call Carrie 
Mills,Advertising Manager to place your 
professional listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or 
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333
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