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When courage battled hatred in 1920s: CRC talk

T
exas writer Patricia 
Bernstein will tell a 
Nashville audience how 
the Ku Klux Klan rose in 
power nearly 100 years ago 
and how a young prosecu-

tor successfully convicted KKK members. 
She speaks on Monday, Nov. 20, at 7 
p.m. at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center.

The event is sponsored by the 
Community Relations Committee of the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. It is 
free and open to the public.

Bernstein’s talk will be rooted in 
her most recent book, “Ten Dollars 
to Hate: The Texas Man who Fought 
the Klan,” published this year by Texas 
A&M University Press. She was born in 
El Paso and grew up in Dallas, where she 
was a member of the Temple Emanu-El 
congregation. She graduated from Smith 
College and has run her own public rela-
tions agency, Bernstein & Associates, 
in Houston since 1983. She has written 

for Texas Monthly, 
Cosmopolitan and 
the Smithsonian 
Magazine.

 She sees “Ten 
Dollars to Hate,” 
her third book, as 
particularly timely.

“When I began 
to research the 
story of the 1920s 

‘Super Klan,’ the only mass-movement 
version of the KKK, I thought it was 
interesting history that was not well-
known,” she says in an email. “With 
the events of the last year or two, I have 
come to feel that it is critical history that 
everyone should know. 

“There are uncomfortable similari-
ties between life in the United States in 
the early 1920s and what we are experi-
encing today. … We see irrational fear 
and paranoia directed at immigrants and 
refugees because of the actions of a tiny 
minority. Then it was Jews and Catholics 
who were feared; today it is Muslims. 

“We also see the prevalence of ‘fake 
news,’ which was not invented by social 
media,” she writes. “The Klan spread 
vulgar, fantastical lies about various eth-
nic groups.  Many gullible and ignorant 
Americans believed them.”

“Ten Dollars to Hate” explores the 
rise of the 1920s Klan, whose ranks 
numbered in the millions, a news release 
from Texas A&M Press says. The Klan 
attained widespread control of politics 
and law enforcement across the United 
States, not just in the Deep South. Several 
states elected Klan-sponsored governors 
and U.S. senators. Klansmen engaged in 
extreme violence against whites as well 
as blacks, promoted outrageous bigotry 
against various ethnic groups and boycot-
ted non-Klan businesses.

A few courageous public officials 
tried to make Klansmen pay for their 
crimes, but all failed until September 
1923, when young Dan Moody con-
victed and won serious prison time for 
five Klansmen in a tense courtroom in 
Georgetown, Texas.

Moody became a national sensation 
overnight and went on to become Texas’ 
youngest governor ever at the age of 
33. He was even considered as a possi-
ble vice-presidential running mate for 
Franklin Roosevelt.

In Texas, the Klan quickly dwindled. 
The final blow to the entire national 
movement arrived in 1925 when the 
head of the Klan in Indiana was convict-
ed of murder for brutally raping a young 
woman who subsequently died.

Bernstein says, “We do not need 
to indulge in fantasy scenarios like 
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ or ‘The Man 
in the High Castle’ or Philip Roth’s 
novel, ‘The Plot Against America,’ 
to imagine what would happen if an 
extremist right-wing group took over 
our cities and states. We have already 
seen it in the 1920s. … It was a horri-
fying spectacle.

“The fight against the 1920s KKK 
also gives us hope and instruction in how 
to fight such a great evil successfully—
lessons we can apply today.” •

Patricia Bernstein

Nashville Symphony Concertmaster Jun Iwasaki plays one of the Violins of Hope 
during a program at Akiva School. Accompanying him on piano is Symphony key-
board principal Robert Marler. Story on page 19. PHOTOGRAPH/RICK MALKIN

 Violins of Hope play Jewish stories

Community Relations
Committee organizes for action

By RON GALBRAITH
Chair of CRC

T
hanks to a long list of 
names—Venick, Saks, 
Poster, Shelton, Wolf and 
Perlen to name just a few 
from the last decade—the 
C o m m u n i t y 

Relations Committee (CRC) 
of our Jewish Federation has 
consistently brought aware-
ness, education, outreach and 
opportunities for involve-
ment to our greater commu-
nity. When I look around the 
current CRC table, we have 
a wealth of talent and com-
mitment, including six young 
Jewish leaders recently added. 

CRC’s mission remains focused on 
three primary areas: Israel advocacy, com-
munity outreach and social action. As 
needed, your CRC also deals with inci-
dents of anti-Semitism that might —
either directly or indirectly—impact our 
community. With such a mission, we 

could easily agree: There is so much to do!
So, we have organized to do more and 

to involve even more of our CRC mem-
bership talent in the process. Rather than 
one large CRC meeting each month to 
review issues, programs and opportunities, 
we have organized into five CRC subcom-
mittees. As the graphic below suggests, 

three subcommittees directly 
reflect our mission and are direct-
ly responsible to provide leader-
ship for our programs and initia-
tives. Two additional subcom-
mittees will also help us organize 
for action: the Rapid Response 
subcommittee is responsible for 
reviewing and recommending 
responses to exigent situations 
as they might occur, and the 
Talent/Nominating subcommit-

tee will identify and orient additional 
members of our community for work with-
in the CRC structure.

The CRC Coordinating 
Committee—composed of all the 
subcommittee chairs, our CRC director 

Continued on page 3

Ron Galbraith
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Think Globally. Learn Locally.

Presented by the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee and its 
partner local Jewish agencies and 
congregations. The Global Day of 
Jewish Learning is a project of the 
Aleph Society. The Nashville Global 
Day of Jewish Learning is funded by 
a grant from the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee.

The Global Day of Jewish Learning in Nashville is generously underwritten by Libby and Moshe 
Werthan to support the participation of Rabba Yaffa Epstein and Rabbi Michael Hattin of the Pardes 
Institute of Jewish Studies.
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Schedule: 
 
9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Arrival, Registration and Opening Learning   

Session with Pardes Scholar Rabbi Michael   

Hattin:
Unearthing the Temple Menora: Aesthetics and 

Allegory

11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.    

Learning Session with Pardes Scholar   

Rabba Yaffa Epstein:

If You Would Have Been Ugly You Would Have 

Studied More: The Talmud’s Take on Beauty

12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.      

Complimentary Lunch

1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.       

Breakout Learning Sessions with Rabba Yaffa 

Epstein and Rabbi Michael Hattin

  
2:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.           

Joint Learning Session with Rabba Yaffa 

Epstein and Rabbi Michael Hattin

Is Physical Beauty a Jewish Value? Ambiguity or 

Ambivalence?
 
(More details and updated information about Global Day programs 

and activities will be available online at www.jewishnashville.org 

and in The Jewish Observer)

Theme:  Beauty and UglinessDate:     Sunday, November 19, 2017Cost:     Free of Charge –    Complimentary Lunch IncludedLocation: The Akiva School    (Baby-sitting available upon request)

To register for the 
Global Day of Jewish 

Learning, please contact 

Barbara Schwarcz at 
(615) 354-1630 or 

Barbara@jewishnashville.org, 
or visit 

www.jewishnashville.org.

Online registration available at www.jewishnashville.org/globalday

6th Annual Nashville
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Continued from page 1
and the Board-appointed volunteer 
chair—will work to coordinate suggest-
ed programs, support the work and the 
recommendations of the various sub-
committees and communicate the ini-
tiatives of the various working groups. 
Essentially, the real work gets done at 
the subcommittee level with more CRC 
members and more of you and your 
talent engaged if you should choose to 
become involved in this new structure.

Here are the CRC members leading 
this new organizational structure:
• Israel Advocacy 
 – Arthur Perlen, co-chair 
 – Arielle Doochin, co-chair
• Community Outreach/Engagement
 – Mary Shelton, co-chair
 – Avi Spielman, co-chair
• Social Action/Involvement
 – Teena Cohen, co-chair
 – Lindsay Goldstein, co-chair

• Rapid Response
 – Irwin Venick, co-chair
 – Joshua Segall, co-chair
• Talent/Nominating
 – Avi Poster
 – Daniel Reches

This new design for our Community 
Relations Committee should help us ful-
fill our mission with greater focus and 
involve more members of our commu-
nity in this important work. Anyone 
actively participating in a subcommittee 
is part of our Federation’s CRC. This 
new organizational structure allows for 
quick response when needed, innovative 
programming and potentially a greater 
presence in our community.

And now—it is your turn! Contact 
Avi Poster, aviposter4@gmail.com, or 
Daniel Reches, dreches@gmail.com, of 
the Talent/Nominating subcommittee, 
to select where you would like to con-
tribute to the work of your Federation 
Community Relations Committee. •

CRC

Run, don’t walk, to 
Girls Night Out Nov. 9

I
t’s not too late to get 
in on an evening of 
food, fun and philan-
thropy: the Girls Night 
Out event taking place 
on Thursday, Nov. 

9, at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. The 
event is produced by the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.

The women’s philanthropy event 
is called Sole to Soul and starts with 
tapas and drinks at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed at 7:15 p.m. by guest speaker 

Jane Weitzman, who with her 
husband, Stuart Weitzman, 
became synonymous with 
fashionable footwear. She also 
is well-known for her philan-
thropy, and that’s what she’ll 
be talking about during Sole 
to Soul. Local women also 
will discuss how they became 
involved in philanthropy. 

The event is open to all 
women. To attend or for more 

information, contact Barbara Schwarcz, 
Jewish Federation events coordinator, 
at Barbara@jewishnashville.org or (615) 
354-1630. •

Sole 
  to 
Soul

Tennessee Craft holiday 
show at GJCC galleries

A
rtisans from Tennessee 
Craft, formerly known 
as TACA, will exhibit 
their works in all art 
galleries at the Gordon 
Jewish Community 

Center this month in their annual hol-
iday craft show. Tennessee Craft works 
with a variety of fine crafts persons 
who work in basketry, books and paper, 
clay, fiber and textile, furniture, glass, 
jewelry, leather, metal, mixed media, 
painting, photography, printmaking 
and wood.

Their works will be displayed through 

November. An artist reception is set 
for Wednesday, Nov. 8, from 6:30-8:30 
p.m.  The reception is free and open to 
the public.

Since 1965, Tennessee Craft, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
has worked to continue and create 
Tennessee’s fine craft tradition. With 
more than 500 members throughout 
the state, Tennessee Craft serves as 
the premier connecting point for local, 
independent makers and their audienc-
es through Craft Fairs, exhibitions, pro-
fessional development and educational 
programs. •
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Save the dates for future meetings –
Sunday, December 10 – 12 PM at West End Synagogue
Wednesday, January 24 – 6 PM at Congregation Micah

Sunday, February 25 – 12 PM at West End Synagogue
Wednesday, March 14 – 6 PM at Congregation Micah

Sunday, April 29 – 12 PM at West End Synagogue

Join Us For Israel University
A Transformative Six Session Program For Jewish High School Students

Learn the answers to these questions and hear from current college students 
during six sessions open to Jewish High School students in Middle Tennessee. 

First session is Wednesday November 29, 2017 6 pm 
at Congregation Micah – 2001 Old Hickory Boulevard, Brentwood, TN, 37027

RSVP to the Community Shlicha Sharon Ben Ami at
Sharon@jewishnashville.org  or 615-573-5188

There is no cost to this program and you may come to any or all of the six sessions!

• What is life like in Israel?
• What is Israel advocacy?
• What are the best ways to be a supporter of Israel?
• What do I need to know about Israel when I go to college?
• What is “Boycott Divestment and Sanction” and why is it such a 

hot-button topic?
• How do I express my support for Israel in a fair and open minded 

way to my friends and especially to anti-Israel groups?

CO -SPONSORED BY
The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation  |  Congregation Micah  |  Congregation Sherith Israel

The Temple Ohabai Sholom  |  Vanderbilt University Hillel  |  West End Synagogue  |  Stand With Us
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher   Mark S. Freedman
Editor   Kathy Carlson
Advertising Manager   Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board  Frank Boehm (chair),  
 Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
 Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone   615/356-3242
Fax   615/352-0056
E-mail   kathy@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
23315334) is published monthly for $25 per 
year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction or 
clarification, call Editor Kathy Carlson 
at (615) 354-1653 or email her at kathy@
jewishnashville.org.    
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Pardes scholar Hattin explores aesthetics at Global Day

T
his year’s Global 
Day of Jewish 
Learning, set for 
Nov. 19 at Akiva 
School, can be a 
gateway to life-

long learning, and there’s still 
time to register and participate. 
Two scholars from Pardes Institute of 
Jewish Studies – Rabbi Michael Hattin 
and Rabba Yaffa 
Epstein (inter-
viewed for last 
month’s Observer) 
– will explore 
the theme for 
2017, Beauty and 
Ugliness.

Rabbi Hattin, 
who teach-
es Tanakh and 
Halakha at Pardes, 
will present the Global Day’s opening 
learning session. His topic is “Unearthing 
the Temple Menora: Aesthetics and 
Allegory.” In the afternoon he and 
Rabba Epstein will lead breakout learn-
ing sessions, followed by a joint session 
titled “Is Physical Beauty a Jewish Value? 
Ambiguity or Ambivalence?”

Rabbi Hattin has written two books 
that offer insight into his approach to 
study: “Passages: Text and Transformation 
in the Parasha,” published by Urim 
Publications in 2012, and “Joshua: The 
Challenge of the Promised Land,” pub-
lished by Koren Publishers in 2015.

The Pardes web site describes 
Passages as “a thought-provoking study 
of the weekly parasha that deftly weaves 
literary analysis of the Biblical text with 
selected teachings of classical Jewish 
commentary. Revealing the intricacies 
of the Torah portion and offering inno-

vative readings, Passages applies 
the Torah’s message to the 
complexities of modern living. 
Passages is a journey into the 
landscape of Biblical study that 
will both challenge and refresh 

you.” It is available online at 
https://sites.google.com/a/pardes.

org.il/passages-text-and-transforma-
tion-in-the-parasha/.

Rabbi Hattin’s work on Joshua is 
available through Amazon. There, it is 
described as bringing to life “the biblical 
Book of Joshua, highlighting how the 
many complex issues faced by the people 
as they fought to possess their new land 
mirror and shed light on today’s reality. 
Hattin approaches the text as literary 
narrative, considering it from the per-
spectives of rabbinic midrash, medieval 
commentary, and modern scholarship. 
Eloquently and perceptively, he draws 
the reader into one of the defining peri-
ods in Jewish history, in which the new 
nation strives to forge a collective identi-
ty in their homeland.” 

The book also grapples with the 
question of what constitutes successful 
leadership.

In addition to teaching at Pardes, 
Rabbi Hattin is the coordinator of the 
Beit Midrash for the Pardes Center for 
Jewish educators. He studied for semicha 
at Yeshivat Har Etzion and earned a 
degree in architecture at the University 
of Toronto. He has served as schol-
ar-in-residence in many communities in 
North America and Europe and lives in 
Alon Shevut with his wife, Rivka, and 
their five children.

To register for this year’s Global Day 
of Jewish Learning, go to https://www.
jewishnashville.org/ and click “More” to 
register from the Global Day screen. •

Learning options after Global Day
There’s something new about this year’s Global Day of Jewish Learning, 

Nashville’s sixth.
It will be the lead-in to a twice-a-month program called “Details and Fairy 

Tales: Understanding the Talmud’s Take on Modern Questions.” The program 
is co-sponsored by the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, and the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center.

The series will include ten sessions taught by Rabba Yaffa Epstein, starting 
with her Global Day presentation, titled “If You Would Have Been Ugly You 
Would Have Studied More: The Talmud’s Take on Beauty.” All 10 sessions take 
place on Sundays from November 2017 through April 2018. All text sources are in 
English and Hebrew. There’s a Havrutah (partnered learning) component to the 
course, which includes live and online classes. Topics include conflict in leader-
ship, friendship, self-care and healthy family life.

There is a charge for the course, and course space is limited to the first 25 par-
ticipants. To register, visit www.NashvilleJCC.org. For more information, contact 
Rabba Yaffa Epstein at yaffa@pardes.org.il or (212) 447-4333 or Mark Freedman, 
executive director of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, mark@jewishnashville.org or (615) 354-1660. •

If one of the worries on your mind 
is how to tell your family there will
be no gifts this year for Chanukah -
The Jewish Family Service Chanukah Gift Program 

is waiting to hear from you.
Please call 354-1672, confidentially,
to let us know how we can help. 
Volunteers are waiting to bring 

some light into your Chanukah.

Rabbi Michael 
Hattin
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Mirvis, Pogrebin set for Nashville Jewish Book Series opener

T
he Nashville Jewish Book 
Series kicks off its second 
season on Nov. 30 at the 
Gordon Jewish Community 
Center with a program fea-
turing authors Tova Mirvis 

and Abigail Pogrebin exploring what it 
means to be a Jewish woman.

The series continues through April 
2018 and is part of the Jewish Book 
Council’s 2017-18. 

“We really tried to bring a range 
of people, for different interests,” says 
GJCC Program Director Michael Gross. 
Upcoming authors offer their take on 
humor, law, sports, health and cooking.

November author Mirvis grew up in 
Memphis, part of its Orthodox Jewish 
community. Her first novel, “The Ladies 
Auxiliary,” was published in 1999 and 
became a best-seller. Two more novels 
followed.

Her most recent work, a 
memoir titled “The Book of 
Separation,” was published 
on Sept. 19. In it, she talks 
about how she came to leave 
the Orthodox community 
and end her marriage. 

Appearing with Mirvis 
is Pogrebin, author of “My 
Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, 
One Wondering Jew,” which 
also was published this year. 
It details her year of living 
Jewishly – participating in 
the Jewish holiday cycle and 
connecting with the meaning of these 
religious observances in her life. 

When Pogrebin and Mirvis meet at 
the GJCC on Nov. 30, they’ll join in con-
versation with moderator Harriet Schiftan, 
associate executive director of the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

“Both of these books offer honest 
firsthand experiences from thoughtful 
women each of whom is on a search for 
Jewish meaning and identity,” Schiftan 
said in an email. “They are on different 
paths but are so honest in their searching 
and reporting – it’s like we are sitting 
across the table from them having coffee. 
We are so fortunate that both authors 
will be here in person so we can check in 
on them and continue the conversation. 
I’ve already got a list of questions!”

Other writers participating in the 
series include:
• Producer, writer and Saturday Night 

Live alumnus Alan Zweibel. His 
whose most recent work, written with 
Dave Barry and Adam Mansbach, is 
a parody of the Haggadah called “For 
This We Left Egypt;”

• Historian and rabbi David Dalin, 
author of “Jewish Justices of the 
Supreme Court;”

• Gary Belsky, author with Neil Fine 
of “Up Your Game!: Skills, Tips, and 
Strategies to Achieve Total Sports 
Mastery;”

• Esteemed cookbook author Joan 
Nathan, author of “King Solomon’s 
Table: A Culinary Exploration of Jewish 
Cooking from Around the World;” and

• Michael Roizen M.D., who with Jean 
Chatzky wrote “AgeProof: Living 
Longer Without Running Out of 
Money or Breaking a Hip.”
Watch for more details from the 

GJCC, www.nashvillejcc.org. •

Tova Mirvis Abigail Pogrebin

There’s more still to see at the Nashville Jewish Film Festival

T
his year’s Nashville Jewish 
Film Festival continues 
through Nov. 11, with six 
eye-opening films includ-
ing one that’s co-spon-
sored by the Vanderbilt 

University’s Holocaust Lecture Series 
and has been described as a comic book 
within a documentary. 

That film, “Monsieur Mayonnaise,” 
tells how the Australian comics artist 
and filmmaker Philippe Mora investi-
gates his father’s role in the French 
Resistance during World War II and 
his mother’s extraordinary escape en 
route to Auschwitz. The film will be 
shown in London later in November 
at the UK Jewish Film Festival. It was 
an official selection at this year’s Berlin 
International Film Festival.

If you are wondering how a film 
about someone’s family history came to 
be called “Monsieur Mayonnaise,” suffice 
it to say that the garlicky French con-
diment plays a starring role, preventing 
Nazi border guards from discovering what 
members of the Resistance had stashed 
inside fragrant, mayo-soaked baguettes.

Nashville audiences can see 
“Monsieur Mayonnaise” on Thursday, 
Nov. 9, at 7 p.m. at the Belcourt Theatre. 
Special guests at the screening are Ari 
Dubin, executive director of Vanderbilt 
University Hillel, and Rev. Mark 
Forrester, Vanderbilt University chaplain 
and director of religious life.

Four of the remaining five films are 
documentaries, and at least one, “Keep 
Quiet,” seems to echo recent headlines.

“Keep Quiet,” directed by Sam Blair 
and Joe Martin, is the story of Csanad 
Szegedi, who rose through the ranks of 
Hungary’s far-right extremist party and 
built a career out of Holocaust denial and 
anti-Semitism.  His world is rocked when 

he learns a family secret: His maternal 
grandparents were not only Jews but sur-
vivors. Is his conversion from prejudiced 
denier and provocateur to devout Jew real?

The film will be shown on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, at the Belcourt 
Theatre at 7 p.m. Special guest will 
be Shaul Kelner, associate professor of 
sociology and Jewish studies at Vanderbilt 
University.

New this year is the Thursday mat-
inee at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center.  On Nov. 2 at 12:15 p.m., 
“Scandal in Ivansk” will be featured. 

When descendants of the Jews of the 
Polish village Ivansk return to restore the 
plundered Jewish cemetery, they erect a 
plaque that includes the word ‘collaborator,’ 
unleashing a national scandal.  This docu-
mentary, directed by David Blumenfeld 
and Ami Drozd, explores why much of 
Poland won’t accept this one word to 

describe Poles who aided the Nazis.  
Special guest is Steven D. Reese, 

founder and CEO of the Matzevah 
Foundation, whose purpose is to aid in the 
restoration of Jewish cemeteries in Europe.

“Body and Soul,” to be screened 
on Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. at the Belcourt, 
explores the link between American 
Jewish pop composers and the black 
musicians who brought these compo-
sitions into the jazz canon. A prime 
example is “Body and Soul,” by Jewish 
songwriter Johnny Green, introduced on 
Broadway by Jewish torch singer Libby 
Holman, and first recorded as a jazz piece 
by Louis Armstrong. The film won the 
Best Music Documentary Award at the 
San Francisco Black Film Festival. 

Our special guest will be H. 
Beecher Hicks III, president and CEO 
of the National Museum of African 
American Music.

“Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr 
Story” will be shown on Tuesday, Nov. 
7 at the Belcourt at 7 p.m. It’s hosted 
by the Nashville Kosher Hot Chicken 
Festival. (Caution: For mature audiences/
Nudity)

Hedy Lamarr may be best known 
as a beautiful actress of the 1940s, but 
she was also a top-flight inventor. Her 
fans never knew that she developed a 
‘secret communications system’ that 
helped the Allies in World War II and 
led to Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. She also 
was Jewish.

Our special guest is Hedy’s daughter, 
Denise Loder DeLuca.

Last but not least, a special program 
is set for closing night, Saturday, Nov. 
11, at the GJCC at 6:30 p.m.

The evening starts with a catered 
kosher dinner (Bavarian pretzels, chick-
en schnitzel, leek and mushroom strudel, 
German potato salad, cucumber salad 
and apple dessert, wine, beer and coffee 
with a gluten free option). The film, 
“The Exception,” follows at 8 p.m.

It stars NJFF favorite Christopher 
Plummer and Lily James (Cinderella). 
When searching for a suspected spy in 
the staff of exiled Kaiser Wilhelm II, Nazi 
Captain Stephen Brandt finds himself 
drawn into a romance with one of the 
Kaiser’s chambermaids, who harbors a 
secret identity.  (Caution:  The film is for 
mature audiences and contains nudity.)

For more information, visit www.
nashvillejff.org. •

Australian artist/filmmaker Philippe Mora shows two of his works, including one fea-
turing the mayonnaise of “Monsieur Mayonnaise.”

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging
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BUYING, SELLING, & INVESTING

Buying and selling a 
house is a very personal 
experience, which 
requires trust, the ability 
to listen, and a passion 
for understanding a 
client’s preferences and 
goals. As a Nashville 
native with nine years 
of experience helping 
people live their dream, 
I would love to help guide 
you through the process of 
finding, selling, renovating, 
or designing your home.

My architectural background 
and appreciation for 

structure, design, and 
engineering will 

support you in 
making solid decisions 

when purchasing, 
selling, or renovating a 
home. I am resourceful, 

creative, and pride myself on 
going above and beyond to 

achieve your real estate goals. 
In fact, many of my satisfied 

clients have become my 
dearest friends.

LANA PARGH
615.504.2685
 lana@pargh.com 

FRANKLIN PARGH
615.351.7333
franklin@pargh.com 

We would love to hear from you.
          Call, email, or text us any time!

1585 Mallory Lane  Suite 103  Brentwood, TN 37027
Office: 615.271.2424  Fax: 615.371.2429  synergyrealtynetwork.com

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE IS WHAT WE DO

PARGH.COM 

Sharing With Sharon 

By SHARON BEN AMI
Community Shlicha

I 
have a big family. I am the young-
est of four siblings, and one of 
dozens of cousins. Together, we 
embody the Jewish worldwide 
family: my parents from Morocco 
and Kurdistan, my brother in-law 

of Romanian and Iraqi descent, my sis-
ter’s partner - from Australia, my auntie’s 
and uncle’s partners from Poland, Russia, 
Germany, the USA and more. 

This diversity summons good traits 
like acceptance. At our holiday table, 
we eat, sing and dance together but 
once a political conversation arises - 
find cover! No one is safe. My personal 
opinions often clashed with the people 
closest to me, and before we know it 
we find ourselves engaging in a loud 
argument that never ends. So why do 
we get into this loop?  And how do we 
find a loophole and a way back to each 
other? And how can I love them given 
this frustrating situation? 

Well, I have a simple answer to that. 
When it comes to my family, I stay with 
them - just because. I love them - just 
because. And anything else, like our his-
tory together, them caring for me or all 
their good qualities comes on top of the 
most basic reason - just because. And so, 
when one of us is sick, he is taken care of 
by another family member; when one of 
us is sad, he will have someone there to 
lean on; when one of us is happy, we will 
be there to celebrate with him/her; when 
one of us is having any type of crisis, we 
will stick our noses in their situation like 
every good Jewish family and use all of 
our resources to support them, all with 
our family humor, our traditional food, 
or simply by our presence.

During the high holidays, I visited 
several congregations in the community, 
looking for a better understanding of 
the different Jewish practices outside of 
Israel. One of the services was led beau-
tifully by Rabbi Kullock of the West End 
Synagogue. After we prayed together, 
the Rabbi delivered a sermon and asked 
a provoking question - What keeps you 
up at night? 

I immediately thought about my 
family in Israel - does my father take 
his medicine regularly and take care 
of himself? Is mom lonely without her 
favorite daughter abroad? Are my nieces 
and nephew doing well at school? The 
Rabbi talked about his family too that’s 
in Argentina, and it warmed my heart. I 
felt that I am not alone with my feelings, 
and that’s a testimony of what a close 
community can provide. 

The Rabbi continued with another 
topic that keeps him up at night, and 
asked, “Why should we support Israel?” 
and you know what, although I’m an 
Israeli, I get it. The crisis of the egalitar-
ian space at the Kotel (Western Wall) 
is a part of a greater issue relevant not 
only to diaspora Jews but to all Jews, 
even in Israel: According to the central 
bureau of statistics of 2017, the Jewish 
population in Israel consisted of 44 per-
cent secular, 24 percent traditional, 12 

percent traditional-religious, 11 percent 
Orthodox and 9 percent ultra-Orthodox. 
Although the majority of the population 
is secular the ‘Rabanut,’ an ultra-Ortho-
dox rabbinical authority, has jurisdiction 
on marital issues, Kashrut, certifying 
Rabbis and more. 

From my personal point of view 
as a secular Israeli Jew, this issue con-
cerns me.  In my early years I decided 
that in the future I wouldn’t like to 
go through the marital process through 
the Rabanut that in general does not 
reflect my personal values. That is a 
hard decision given that I would like to 
marry traditionally.  In this case, I would 
be acknowledged by the government as 
‘known in public’ and not as ‘married’, 
which I will accept. But if a divorce pro-
cess will be in my future, I will have to 
go through the ‘Rabanut’ anyway- some-
thing that I do not want to do.  

More so, I would too like to pray 
with my family at the Wall without sep-
arating by gender, to be able to bring the 
Torah into the women’s section, and for 
my friends’ conversions to be recognized.  
All of the above hasn’t happen yet, and 
it saddens me. I often think - what direc-
tion is Israel headed? How can I raise 
my future family here? Bur what I dread 
more is that this crisis is dividing my 
Jewish people to two tribes, like we were 
divided into the 10 tribes and Judah long 
ago. Whether the tension is between the 
Orthodox Jews and the progressive Jews 
or diaspora Jews and Israeli Jews, both 
are equally frightening, and that is the 
question that keeps me up at night.

I feel frustrated and disappointed 
from broken promises made by the poli-
ticians I voted for, and I feel angry a lot 
of time. I write about it, I discuss it with 
my friends and hope that raising aware-
ness will help bring a change. When I go 
back to Israel, I would also like to visit 
and support one of the progressive syna-
gogues in my neighborhood.  The truth 
is that the description of my diverse and 
beautifully conflicted family is relevant 
to my global family - the Jewish broth-
ers and sisters around the world and in 
Israel. This family too, I choose to love 
‘just because’, or as we say in Hebrew- 
‘Ahavat Chinam’ (אהבת חנים) and I urge 
you to do the same. 

Anything else that is good about 
Israel and Jewish communities is extra. 
And I can name dozens of positive facts 
and values about Israel, but I believe you 
know them already. I think the question 
here is not whether to support Israel 
given your disappointment, but rather 
how to support Israel. You can support 
a political party that you believe in and 
lobby for change. You can support the 
Women of the Wall and progressive syn-
agogues. You can support philanthropic 
organizations that you believe in, the 
IDF or the Jewish Agency through the 
Jewish Federation. There is much to do. 
Let’s come together in a time of crisis. 
We can talk, we can argue - loudly or 
quietly, but let’s see the bigger picture 
and stay together. 

Sincerely, Sharon

What keeps you awake 
in the middle of the night?

About 200 community members turned out to mark the anniversary of Nashville’s 
Holocaust Memorial on the campus of the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 
PHOTOGRAPH/RICK MALKIN

Anniversary of the
Nashville Holocaust Memorial

Nashville resident Frances Cutler 
Hahn, who survived the Holocaust 
as a hidden child, speaks at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center 
event marking the 10th anniversary 
of the Nashville Holocaust Memorial.
PHOTOGRAPH/RICK MALKIN
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad

New Shabbat Kids Club on Saturday mornings 
Congregation Beit Tefilah, well-known for its interactive, fun and educational chil-

dren’s services, has started a new Shabbat Kids Club led by Morah Esther and Morah Yosefa. 
Parents can come to sing, schmooze, and play at the fall series of the fun and friendly 

Shabbat experience geared to families with children ages 0-11. Each Shabbat morning, 
at 11:15 a.m. during the months of November through May, there will be a focus on a 
different Jewish value through stories, games, foods, and a Shabbat-friendly craft project.  

Chabad’s nurturing staff will care for your precious cargo at our Youth Services while 
you experience the shul’s Shabbat services. 

Tot Shabbat, for children ages 10 months to 3 years: Join Morah Yosefa for a 
wonderful program including circle time, activities, games, songs. (Ages 0-2 welcome 
to join with mom or dad.) 

Youth Shabbat, for 4- through 11-year-olds: Join Morah Esther for fun with the 
Hebrew Alef Bet and games centered around the weekly Torah reading.  

Both programs finish with joining the main services for the end of the Shabbat 
morning prayers, followed by a buffet Shabbat lunch. 

Two new Hebrew reading courses offered 
Reading the Hebrew language is one the most important elements of advancing one’s 

Jewish involvement. Whether it’s the desire to pray in the original language, read the Torah 
as it was dictated by G-d, or to read the many Jewish works that have not been translated, 
many people are looking to expand their horizons with the ability to read the holy tongue. 

If you learned Hebrew as a child and want to brush up on your Hebrew reading, if 
you never had the opportunity to learn to read Hebrew, if you have a tough time follow-
ing the Hebrew Prayer service, or if you did not practice reading Hebrew since your Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah, you now have the opportunity to learn to read Hebrew without prior 
knowledge being required. 

Chabad of Nashville will be offering two Hebrew reading classes: one for beginners 
and the other for the more advanced. The goal is for participants to be able to follow 
along in a prayer book, and eventually to be able to read an Israeli newspaper.  

The beginners course, to be taught by Yosef Elbaz, is targeted to those who wish to 
learn the basics of Hebrew reading. It will not cover comprehension or conversation, 
but the course provides the perfect entry into the world of Jewish texts and prayer ser-
vices. Students will learn to read Hebrew in a contemporary and engaging format. No 
prior Hebrew knowledge required.  

The more advanced course will be taught by Devorah Kitchener, a native Israeli 
who has a passion for the Hebrew language, and is for students who want to brush up 
on their Hebrew reading and begin to understand the Hebrew language. 

The course will take place on Tuesdays, between 6 and 7 p.m. There is no cost to 
attend these classes, however, we request that you RSVP at chabadnashville.com. 

There will also be an option to order a kosher box dinner prior to the class. For 
more information, go to chabadnashville.com/Hebrew, or call (615) 646-5750. 

Mikvah Mei Chaya offers personal tours  
Experience the beauty of this special Mitzvah in the privacy and intimacy of a taste-

fully decorated Mikvah. Mikvah Mei Chaya is flawlessly maintained, fully equipped, and 
beautifully appointed to make your visit a pleasurable one. The Mikvah is located at the 
Genesis Campus for Jewish Life, and has its own private entrance, with a newly planted 

orchard of trees near its entryway.
This state-of-the-art Mikvah facility 

offers the best in comfort, hygiene, aesthet-
ics, and privacy. It is fully equipped with 
all the supplies needed for preparation for 
immersion. The Mikvah is discreetly locat-
ed and is under strict halachic supervision. 

The Mikvah, a cornerstone of Jewish 
family life, is used by brides before their mar-
riage, and by married women. Mikvah Mei 
Chaya houses a tastefully decorated lobby 
and two magnificent spa-like preparation 
rooms, with all the amenities. Each preparation room is equipped with a luxurious Air 
Bathtub, and a glass enclosed ten-foot-tall spa shower. Guest relax amidst soft music and 
scented candles. Each guest receives a set of luxurious towels and a velour robe, a com-
plete personal set of toiletries, along with a personal terry pair of slippers. 

The Mikvah is a pristine miniature pool of 2000 gallons of natural rain water which 
is heated to body temperature and is meticulously cleaned through a natural oxidation 
process. The Mitzvah of Mikvah is one given specifically to the Jewish woman, and is 
an opportune time to pray for themselves and for their loved ones.  

Mikvah Tours: Mikvah Mei Chaya is offering personal daytime tours of the Mikvah 
and to groups of all ages; high school to seniors. The tour begins with a video presen-
tation, “The Gift of Mikvah,” followed by discussion, questions and answers and grand 
tour of the Mikvah. To schedule a daytime group visit to our Mikvah, please email 
mikvah@chabadnashville.com.

To set up an appointment to use the Mikvah please text (615) 480-4225. Guests 
of the Mikvah will experience the beauty of this special Mitzvah in the privacy and 
intimacy of a tastefully decorated Mikvah.  

@West End

Learning Torah at WES 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock has started two monthly Torah groups. 
The Women’s Torah group meets the first Wednesday of every month at 11 a.m. 

and studies the Book of Exodus. 
The Men’s Torah group meets the second Thursday of every month at noon and 

studies the Book of Judges. 
Come and learn about the history of our people and why this is relevant for our 

days! For more information, you can always reach out to Rabbi Joshua at rabbi@west-
endsyn.org 

WES, Sherith Learn & Lunch  
Rabbi Saul Strosberg of Congregation Sherith Israel will speak on Nov. 8 for a 

Learn & Lunch session presented by West End Synagogue and Sherith Israel. 
Rabbi Strosberg will speak from 11 a.m. to noon, followed by lunch. The program 

concludes at 1 p.m.
The kosher lunch is catered by Goldie Shepard; there’s a $3.00 charge. To RSVP, 

call (615) 269-4592 or email linda@westendsyn.org 

Minyonnaires Shabbat set for Nov. 11 
Come celebrate with the only egalitarian congregation in Nashville who has two 

minyans per day every day! We hope you can join us as we honor those who regularly 
attend and allow others to say Kaddish for their dear ones. 

Torah Fund Dinner to be held on Dec. 3
Save Dec. 3 for our annual Sisterhood Torah Fund dinner, featuring Cantor Sarah 

Levine and a musical program. It will be a great opportunity not only to sustain the 
Conservative rabbinical and cantorial schools around the country and the world but 
also the chance to spend time with our new cantor and listen to her wonderful and 
melodic voice. 

Save the date – Sunday, Jan. 14
Save the date for a memorable, thought-provoking evening, when Nashville comes 

together to hear from world-renowned author, historian and journalist Jon Meacham.  
Join us as he shares his unique insights on this year’s historic events, how we arrived at 
this point in time, and what lies ahead for the U.S. and the world.   

Dr. Joel Fine and Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel light a Neshama candle prior to Kol Nidrei on 
Yom Kippur Eve at Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad. PHOTOGRAPH/RICK MALKIN
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Congregational news & events

@ The Temple

Golden Lunch Bunch 
Lunches are set for Nov. 7 and 21 at 11:30 a.m. at The Temple.  

Temple Town Hall Meetings 
This is an ongoing series focusing on current issues of communal concern, as seen 

through a variety of different (and often opposing) points of view, all done in the spirit 
of an open, civil, respectful and honest dialogue. 

John Seigenthaler speaks on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. in a talk titled “Truth in Reporting 
in an Era of Fake News.” The presentation is moderated by Dr. Frank Boehm. 

Spiritual Explorers group begins
Talk to God as you would talk to your very best friend.  Tell the Holy One everything.   
--Rebbe Nachman of Breslov 
Are you interested in exploring your spiritual path?   
Join a group of fellow seekers for a monthly discussion prompted by Rebbe 

Nachman’s insights from “The Empty Chair: Finding Hope and Joy – Timeless Wisdom 
from a Hasidic Master,” as well as Rabbi Rami Shapiro’s books, “The Sacred Art of 
Lovingkindness: Preparing to Practice” and “Minyan: Ten Principles for Living a Life 
of Integrity.”   

This will be a lay-led discussion group.  We will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 15, at 
6:30 p.m. at The Temple.  The group will decide future meeting dates.  We hope you 
will join us.   

Hike & Havdalah on Nov. 18 
Meet at Percy Warner Park at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade 

Boulevard at 3:45 p.m. with the hike of the 2.5-mile white trail to begin at 4 p.m. Meet 
at the stone gate entrance to the park at 5:30 p.m. for Havdalah. 

All ages welcome; bring friends and family; if you are not hiking, please meet us for 
Havdalah. This event is presented by The Temple’s Worship and Music Committee. 

Rabbi Rami Shapiro examines call of prophets
“Why Are You Here?  The Call of the Prophets and Why We Must Heed It,” takes 

place with Rabbi Rami Shapiro on Wednesday, Nov. 1, at 7 p.m. (final class in three-
class course).

Understanding Jewish Millennials 
Alan Cooperman, Director of Religious Research at the PEW Foundation, speaks 

as part of the Temple Scholar Series. His talk is titled “Generational Change in 
American Judaism: Understanding Jewish Millennials.” It takes place on Wednesday, 
Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. 

Evaluating Medicare prescription plans 
A Medicare prescription plan peview will be held at The Temple on Sunday, 

Nov. 19, from noon to 3 p.m. Dr. Bob Neaderthal and Judy Book FNP will review the 
medications you take and help select the plan best suited for your needs. Bring your 
prescriptions; you will be seen on a first-come, first-served basis. The review will take 
approximately 10 minutes. 

Can’t make it to the review? Dr. Neaderthal will do your review over the phone.  
Call The Temple for details. 

Boulevard Bolt set for Thanksgiving Day 
Imagine a world where Baptists, Jews and Episcopalians pause from carving the 

Thanksgiving turkey and join hands to serve the homeless. 
No imagination is necessary - that’s actually what happens each Thanksgiving 

Day in Nashville as three congregations work together to put on the Boulevard Bolt, a 
5-mile race on Belle Meade Boulevard.  There is an amazing spirit and sense of coop-
eration among the volunteers from Immanuel Baptist Church, St. George’s Episcopal 
Church and The Temple who “make the Bolt happen each year.” 

This year’s race begins at 8 a.m. on Nov. 23. For more information go to www.
boulevardbolt.org. To volunteer to help with this year’s effort call The Temple. 

Next Dor – Events for Young Adults 
Learn :: Live :: Grow :: Connect 
We welcome singles, couples and young families ages 22-40. 
Thursday, Nov. 2: Join us for drinks and a movie at the Nashville Jewish Film 

Festival at the Belcourt Theatre. “Body and Soul:  An American Bridge” is the featured 
film. Drinks are at 6 p.m. and the film starts at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 4: Cooking Class at Salud 
Learn to cook a delicious meal and then enjoy it with wine and friends! The class 

starts at 6 p.m.
For more information and to sign up for these events, please contact Rabbi 

Shulman at The Temple.352-7620

@ Micah

American Red Cross blood drive Nov. 5 
Micah will be hosting an American Red Cross blood drive in the social hall from 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To schedule your appointment, log onto redcrossblood.org, and enter 
sponsor code: CHAI. 

A Woman’s Circle meets Nov. 17 
Congregation Micah Education Director Julie Greenberg will be leading a session 

titled “God Shopping,” a playful exploration of our relationship and understanding of 
God. A Woman’s Circle is a monthly casual meeting of learning and conversation. Free 
and open to all women.  

Are you interested in hosting? Please contact Rabbi Laurie Rice at rabbilaurie@
congregationmicah.org.  

Shabbat Shaband Shabbat Nov. 17 
Enjoy the sound of traditional instruments as Nashville’s premier Shabbat band 

accompanies song and prayer under the leadership of Micah’s music director and can-
torial soloist, Lisa Silver. Weekly WINE-down begins at 5:30 p.m., service at 6 p.m.  

Can’t make it to service? Watch online on our website under “Live Stream.” Check 
our website for dates.  

Monthly Childcare Shabbats set for this fall 
This is for parents looking for a focused, contemplative Shabbat experience. 

Childcare is available for children ages six months through six years; no registration is 
necessary. Drop-off is during weekly WINE-down and pick-up follows services.  

Childcare will be offered on Nov. 17 and Dec. 22. As always, children are welcome 
at all services.   

Journey for Justice Dec. 8-10 
This program affords participants the opportunity to dialogue as they take a low-

cost Southern Civil Rights Tour of significant local sites. Focusing on the roles of reli-
gion and music to inspire action, the experience begins with a Shabbat service, dinner 
and orientation hosted at Micah. On Saturday, the group will make a sacred pilgrimage 
to historical sites in Nashville. Upon returning, a conversation will take place about 
next steps. Registration is on a first-come basis at www.congregationmicah.org/Events. 

Women’s spirituality retreat at Canyon Ranch  
Join Rabbi Laurie Rice and Rabbi Sherre Hirsch Feb. 5-9, 2018. The all-inclusive 

package includes healthy gourmet meals, more than 40 complimentary fitness activi-
ties, a fully equipped spa, four pools, guided hikes and walks, creative arts, as well as 
airport transfers to and from Tucson International Airport.  

See the Micah Events web page and contact Rabbi Laurie Rice for more informa-
tion at rabbilaurie@congregationmicah.org.   

Poland and Hungary with the Rabbis Rice 
Rabbis Flip and Laurie Rice, along with veteran guide Mike Hollander, invite you 

to join them for a Jewish pilgrimage of remembrance and renewal. Based in Krakow 
and Budapest with an optional post-trip to Prague, The Auschwitz-Birkenau Complex, 
The Oscar Schindler Factory Museum, Wawel Royal Castle, Wielicza Salt Mines, and a 
dinner cruise on the Danube are just a small sampling of included excursions. More infor-
mation is available on the Micah Events web page at www.congregationmicah.org/events. 
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Fulfill lifelong dreams with 
FiftyForward Travel

Whether it’s a day trip to a local or regional must-see destination or an overseas 
adventure, FiftyForward Travel offers exciting opportunities to visit fun places outside 
your neighborhood and around the globe.

Trips with FiftyForward Travel always include comfortable accommodations, 
knowledgeable tour guides, safe and easy travel itineraries, and great prices. Embrace 
what we call a FiftyForward first– a chance to try something for the first time. Learn 
about new cultures, try new foods, and make new friends. 

FiftyForward Travel also features a program called “On the Road with Joan,” led 

by travel guide Joan Sincerbox. Day trips include regional travel to renowned craft 
festivals, local tourist attractions, and special holiday open houses at historic mansions, 
hotels and inns. 

Upcoming national and international trips include Pigeon Forge and the Smoky 
Mountains (Dec. 5-7); India (Feb. 14-23, 2018); Spain (March 10-20, 2018); and 
Alaska (Sept. 2018).

Travel slots fill up quickly; be sure to contact Janice Judd, FiftyForward Travel 
Coordinator, to book your next adventure: (615) 883-8375; or jjudd@fiftyforward.org. 
Dust off that passport and go!

Established in 1956, FiftyForward is an advocate for adults 50+ offering centers, 
programs and services. Learn more at www.fiftyforward.org.

Give the gift of theatre with 
TPAC gift certificates

Giving the gift of the performing arts is a great idea for any occasion, and the 
Tennessee Performing Arts Center can help. With gift certificates in a variety of 
denominations, everyone can give the thrill of a live performance.

TPAC gift certificates can be used to buy tickets for any show at TPAC or War 
Memorial Auditorium including comedy and concerts; family favorites; and the stun-
ning performances of Nashville Ballet, Nashville Opera, and Nashville Repertory 
Theatre.

Of course, you can always give the best of Broadway with upcoming shows like 
“Jersey Boys,” “Cabaret,” “Wicked,” and “Waitress,” featuring the music of Sara 

Bareilles.
Trouble deciding? Don’t worry. Gift 

certificates don’t expire until two years 
after their purchase. Just redeem them 
when you’re ready by phone, online, or 
in person at the TPAC Box Office, 505 
Deaderick Street, in downtown Nashville.

Plus, buying TPAC gift certificates 
helps support the center’s efforts to present 
diverse artistic and cultural programming 
as well as TPAC Education’s comprehen-
sive and curriculum-based arts programs.

Whether shopping for the holidays, 
a birthday, or a Wednesday, TPAC gift 
certificates are the perfect way to share 
the arts with your friends, family, and 
loved ones.

Visit TPAC.org/GIFT and pick out 
the perfect gift for someone special.

‘Jew Store (the 
musical)’ kicks up 
its heels for Akiva

When looking for leisure activities in 
Nashville, look no further than our very 
own Jewish community! “Jew Store (the 
musical)” will make its Nashville premiere 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 

Country icon Dolly Parton held the 
original adaptation rights to the best-sell-
ing memoir, “The Jew Store.” When her 
rights expired, JCC member and writer, 
producer, director Jay Kholos, acquired 
the property for musical theatre adapta-
tion.  The production is Akiva School’s 
major fundraiser.  

Jay’s previous musical, “A Stoop On 
Orchard Street,” had its GJCC world 
premiere before its Off Broadway engage-
ment. Only two performances for “Jew 
Store (the musical)” are scheduled for 
Nashville and include a 7:30 p.m. show 
on Saturday, Dec. 9, and a 2 p.m. matinee 
on Sunday, Dec. 10.  After the Nashville 
performances, the production will travel 
to Atlanta, Chicago, South Florida and 
Philadelphia prior to an open-ended New 
York engagement.

“Jew Store (the musical)” is the 
romanticized story of a Russian-Jewish 
family’s journey from the teeming tene-
ments of New York, circa 1920, to a small 
Southern town in Northwest Tennessee, 
where most residents had never seen—let 
alone met—a Jew before. 

Facing a curious and often hostile 
populace—including the KKK—Aaron 
Bronson, his wife and two children try to 
make a life by opening a dry goods store 
dubbed by locals as the “Jew Store.” There 

THE TONY® & GRAMMY® AWARD-WINNING 

BEST MUSICAL

ON SALE NOW!

JerseyBoys 

TPAC.org is the official 

online source for buying 

tickets to TPAC events.

Your ticket to  
the perfect gift.

Redeemable for ANY performance  
at TPAC or War Memorial Auditorium,  

our gift certificates support  
TPAC’s nonprofit mission.

Print TPAC gift certificates at home  
when you buy online for a  
quick and easy gift for any  
theatre buff or concertgoer. 

Choose from a variety of styles  
and denominations.

TPAC.ORG/ 
HolidayGifts

See all our show-stopping gift ideas!

ADVERTORIALS

Owners:
Mary Cornelius
Elaine Taubin
615.500.2534

www.auntmaryspetsitting.com
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are 19 original songs, including “A Glass of Tea with the Rabbi’s Wife,” “Kineahora 
Curse,” “Mr. Jew,” “Hurtin,’” “It Couldn’t Hurt, You Could Convert,” “Country 
Bumpkin” and “Opportunity.” 

For tickets and information, visit www.jewstorethemusical.com or call (615) 
823-1031. One hundred percent of the proceeds go to the benefit of Akiva School.

Nashville Trunk & Bag: 
The place to get carried away

Nashville Trunk & Bag is so much more than a luggage store. From Tilley hats to 
shoe covers, we’ve got you covered from head to toe. Of course, we have the largest 
selection of Briggs & Riley luggage, which has the only guarantee in the industry that 
covers airline damage, and many other brands of high quality. 

With the holidays fast approaching, why not consider a leather product such as a 
journal, briefcase, wallet, backpack, passport cover, valet tray, just to name a few.  All 
leather items can be personalized at no additional cost, while you wait, and you can also 
take advantage of the free gift wrapping.  We also offer the best selection of fine writ-
ing instruments from $20 to $1,000 and a variety of colored inks.  As a small business, 
operating for over 80 years,  we strive to meet your every need with our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff.  We hope to see you soon!

Blakeford’s 
WellLife builds on 
individual interests

At Blakeford at Green Hills, we have 
designed our WellLife offerings with our 
residents in mind. No matter what their 
interests are, they’ll find something just 
right. Each activity and class is geared to 
promote well-being. 

Our goal is for each person to connect, 
thrive, and be inspired and enlightened. 

Residents can sign up for educa-
tional opportunities through Blakeford 
University. Recent topics have includ-
ed world religions, technology, literature, 
music, and self-care. 

There are fitness classes like Strength 
and Balance, Tai Chi, Yoga, and more. 
Residents can also choose to exercise on 
their own in our Wellness Center. Our 
expert wellness team can provide personal 
training as well. 

For residents with an artistic flair, 
we offer a variety of craft classes. For the 
musically inclined, residents can join a 
sing-along, or learn to play the ukulele.

We have outings to area attractions or 
just a fun night at a restaurant. Residents 
can spend an afternoon shopping or enjoy-
ing our weekly social hours. We also pro-
vide volunteer opportunities within our 
community through Blakeford Friends. 
Shabbat services are also available to 
residents. 

From movies and special events, to 
games and lectures, our residents are never 
at a loss for something to do. Residents 
can choose how involved they want to be. 
It is really up to them.

Challah & Honey: 
Leisure, catering 
go hand in hand

Next time you are looking to call a 
caterer who fits the bill … look no further 
than Challah & Honey!

Carlos Davis moved from the island 
paradise of Barbados to Nashville in 1998 
to further his culinary journey as a chef. 
He has acquired more than 20 years of 
food and beverage experience in hotels, 
restaurants, corporate and private cater-
ing. He currently works as the culinary 
director of Challah & Honey Catering, a 
full-service catering company, and C&H 
at Home, a chef-driven, home meal pick-
up service. 

Passionate and creative, Carlos has 
Continued on page 14

ADVERTORIALS

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Observer 
and help support our community in all ways!
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Challah and Honey 
Catering Co.

A full service Kosher catering company. 
We can handle all your private in-home event 

needs, as well as special events catering. 
We can customize menus for any occasion, such 
as your Bat or Bar-Mitzvah, Graduation Parties, 

Weddings Receptions, Holiday 
Celebrations or just a Backyard BBQ. 

Call or email Carlos or Terri 
for a quote to take care of your next event. 

615-473-1390 | C&HKosher@gmail.com

WHAT 
INSPIRES 

US?

Engineering feats.
The Baseline® Collection with 

patented CX™ technology.

4009 Hillsboro Pike #103
Nashville, TN 37215 

(615) 385-4000

E N G I N E E R E D  F O R  R E A L I T Y.  G U A R A N T E E D  F O R  L I F E.™

Continued from page 13
always recognized the value of striving to exceed customer expectations and has made 
that a priority in every stage of his culinary career.

Starting at the age of six, he learned the principles of cooking from his mom and 
how vital it is for your heart to be involved. Today you can still taste that love, and his 
meticulous attention to detail is refreshing. Honing those skills and studying culinary 
arts and hotel, restaurant and institutional management, starting in Barbados, he has 
chosen to work in places with the clear focus on quality of food and a dedication to 
great service.

Within the last 10 years, his focus has also grown to include directing a catering 
company with a dedicated team and a certified kitchen location, to care for the needs 
of the Jewish community. Yes, an authentic Kosher facility to service the many needs 
in the Greater Nashville area.

The Challah & Honey team aspires to be recognized as a reliable and affordable 
full-service catering option in the Nashville area, thanks in part to their continued 
focus on quality and service. As such, we warmly welcome you to our table…and await 
the opportunity to be at yours.

Carrie Mills Designs: Where the art of 
luxury and leisure meet

When leisure time is rare and you are searching for a unique and meaningful gift or 
piece of art for your home or office, or a loved one, look no further than artist Carrie Mills.

Invite Carrie to create a piece of art in her unique and elegant style that will be 
celebrated in the moment and passed down for generations to come.  Whether it be 
a pet portrait or a special moment you would like translated onto archival paper or 
canvas, look no further.

Make your leisure time more relaxed and your special gift memorable with a per-
sonalized original work of art. It makes a touching wedding, bar or bat mitzvah, anni-
versary or birthday gift. 

For more information please visit www.carriemillsdesign.org or call 615-210-5044.

Get Connected begins 11th year
introducing teens to Israel

Jewish children are often taught that in Israel they will always have a homeland 
and refuge. Ten years ago, area synagogues and the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee created Get Connected, the Israel Teen Tour.

Thus far, 215 students have participated in the Get Connected program and new 
participants are currently registering to join Get Connected’s 2018 delegation that will 

ADVERTORIALS
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take place from June 5-19, 2018. This is a highly-subsidized trip offered to Jewish 10th 
and 11th graders through the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
with additional scholarship opportunities available. 

Several pretrip activities help the students get to know one another, enrich their 
understanding of the land of Israel, and solidify the expectations of a group trip.

In addition to touring the holy land, while in Israel the trip includes spending four 
days and three nights in the homes of Israeli teens in our Partnership2Gether region of 
Hadera-Eiron. Here, our Nashville youth are fully immersed in Israel’s rich and beau-
tiful culture through the eyes of the locals, and many times, our participants feel this 
is the most exciting part of the trip. The Get Connected experience wraps up when 
several of the Israeli teens who hosted our students in Hadera will come to Nashville 
and spend two weeks experiencing life with our Nashville teens. 

Participants are asked to host these friends for a one-week portion of their time in 
our community. As one can imagine, participation in the Get Connected program is 
a wonderful, life-changing experience. Applications are available on the Federation’s 
website at www.jewishnashville.org under the “Our Impact” tab. Contact Harriet 
Schiftan at harriet@jewishnashville.org with questions.

Synergy Realty Network helps with
buying, creating perfect home

You’re ready to move into your next house. But not just any house. You want to 
find the right place, one special enough to call home. One where work, leisure, and 
family all become one.

Maybe you love to travel, or perhaps 
you’re a homebody and love to entertain.  
You are looking for a professional who 
understands your lifestyle and the home that 
would be the perfect fit. 

Franklin and Lana Pargh are just that. 
In this business, there’s no speed limit, 
which is why Franklin and Lana work so well 
together providing excellent customer ser-
vice with outside-the-box thinking. That’s 
why they call themselves home consultants. 

Franklin is a third-generation real 
estate professional and a fifth-generation 
Nashvillian. Lana has a background in archi-
tecture and design. Her years of experience 
help bring the vision of your home to life. 

If you can dream it, Franklin and Lana 
can find, renovate or design the home to 
fit your needs. If you’re looking to buy, sell 
or invest in real estate in Tennessee, please 
contact Synergy Realty Network. 

Franklin Pargh: (615) 351-7333 or 
franklin@pargh.com

Lana Pargh: (615) 504-2685 or lana@
pargh.com

Please visit their website at Pargh.com

Embassy Suites at 
Vanderbilt helps 
guests enjoy best 
of Nashville

The Embassy Suites by Hilton Nashville 
at Vanderbilt is a full-service, all-suite hotel 
located in the heart of Midtown and Music 
Row; less than two miles from downtown 
Nashville at 1811 Broadway.  

This beautiful hotel is within walking 
distance to over 30 restaurants and ven-
ues.  Rates include a complimentary made 
to order breakfast each morning featuring 
omelets, waffles, a full array of fresh bak-
eries, fruit, coffee and juices along with a 
complimentary evening reception featuring 
assorted cocktails, beer, wine, soft beverages 
and light snacks.  

Each suite features a separate bedroom 
and living room area along with a wet bar, 
small fridge, microwave, two cup coffeemak-
er and pull out sleeper sofa.   

There’s complimentary shuttle service 
within 2 miles of the hotel, based upon 
availability at the time of booking from 7 
a.m. to 12 a.m. daily.  We offer a 24-hour 
business center and fitness center.  The hotel 
also features a whirlpool and sauna.  •

STREET  
CORNER

SYMPHONY

GABE DIXON 

& FRIENDS 
CHRISTMAS  

SHOW
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Our Goal is Your Goal. HOME.

®

�e perfect setting 
for your most memorable event.

Weddings  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Roo�op glass enclosed banquet room for up to 64 people.

Spacious suites as well as beautiful standard rooms.
Complimentary expanded breakfast  |  Free internet access

Seasonal outdoor pool and Jacuzzi  |  Free parking

615-777-0001
2324 Crestmoor Road
Nashville, TN 37215

Behind the Mall at Green Hills

www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com

ruce
helton

BS
Appraiser
of Fine Arts,
Silver, and
Antiques

Member, International Society of Appraisers

BRUCESHELTONISA@GMAIL.COM                       
615.477.6221

• Why Hire an Appraiser?
Insurance coverage, donations, estate planning 

• Why Hire a Designated Appraiser?
Education, TRAINING, EXPERIENCE, LEGITIMACY

• Why Hire an ISA Appraiser?
Best principles, theory, and methodology in the profession

• Why Hire Bruce Shelton?
Decades of experience in dealing in �ne art, silver, and antiques, a 
patron of preeminent artists, and personal intuition of value that comes 
from a lifetime of enthusiasm for his specialties and dedication to high 
ethical  standards

When an educated guess isn’t good enough…
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Shimona Tzukernik discusses 
meditation, relationships
as scholar at Chabad

D
iscover lasting joy, fos-
ter intimate relationships 
and experience authen-
tic Jewish meditation 
as Chabad of Nashville, 
home of Judaism done 

joyfully, hosts a weekend with schol-
ar in residence Shimona Tzukernik on 
Nov. 10-12. Shimona is designer of the 
acclaimed program The Method for Self 
Mastery, an accessible and systematic 
process designed to take your life from 
unmanageable to unimaginable.

Shimona has addressed the United 
Nations Staff Recreation Council on 
Kabbalah for global peace and has been 
featured in media around the world, 
including a documentary by National 
Geographic and “Take Me to Your 
Mother” for NickMom TV. She is also 
a freelance writer and author for the 
Rohr JLI, a preeminent provider of 
Jewish learning.

Shimona will be coming to Nashville 
to share some of that transformational 
wisdom on the weekend from November 
10-12. She will address our community 
three times on a wide range of topics all 
relevant to our lives.

On Friday evening, Nov. 10, 
guests will have the opportunity to join 
Shimona for a gourmet Shabbat dinner. 
Shimona’s talk, titled “Joy is an Inside 
Job: Getting A Grip on Real Happiness,” 
will explore the nature of true happiness, 
plotting a course to help you invigorate 
your life with joy and inner peace.

Saturday evening, Nov. 11, will be 
the perfect evening for a night out. The 
evening will begin at 7:30 p.m. with a 
mystical Havdalah ceremony, followed 
by a melava malkah – a Mediterranean 
dinner to escort the Shabbat Queen for 
a blessed week. 

Shimona will present “Gender 
Bender: How to Foster Your Intimate 
Relationships.”  In addressing what 
Judaism says about the subject, Shimona 
will talk about jumpstarting your rela-
tionship by fostering intimacy, love and 
rich connection with your partner in life.

On Sunday, Nov. 12, at 10 a.m., 
Shimona will lead a Kabbalah Power 
Breakfast and present “Mindfulness 
Meditation.” Participants will learn 
the power of mindfulness and morning 
meditation that will shift their life. 
Shimona’s program is the subject of a 
dissertation by a Ph.D. candidate at 
Emory University. Participants will 
experience authentic, transformational 
Jewish meditation, as Shimona shares 
ancient wisdom for life in today’s world.

Nashville is fortunate to have 
the opportunity to spend a weekend 
with Shimona, as she travels across 
the world inspiring thousands of peo-
ple to live a most meaningful life, said 
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad of 
Nashville.  

The weekend is made possible through 
a grant from the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. All the 
events are free, though those who want 
to attend are asked to RSVP at www.
chabadnashville.com.  For more informa-
tion call (615) 646-5750, or visit www.
chabadnashville.com •

Shimona Tzukernik

Learn more about the Jewish Federation
 of Nashville and Middle Tennessee at

 www.jewishnashville.org



18    November 2017 The Observer

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

The “Jewish Course of 
Why” comes to Nashville

W
hy do Jews say 
Mazel Tov and 
L’Chaim? 

Over 30,000 
questions about 
Judaism were sub-

mitted to the Jewish Learning Institute, 
and the most popular were chosen to be 
addressed in the four-session fall course, 
“The Jewish Course of Why,” coming to 
Chabad of Nashville on Tuesday, Nov. 
7, 14, 21 and 28 at 7:30 p.m.

Led by Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, The 
Jewish Course of Why spans a diverse 
range of topics, from fun, light, and 
off-the-beaten-track questions, to more 
complex and controversial issues. Some 
of the course’s 50 questions include: Why 
is there separate seating in traditional 
Jewish synagogues? Does a mikvah purify? 
Why does Jewish law obsess over details? 
Why do Jews eat gefilte fish and cholent 
on Shabbat? Why do chassidim have a 
Rebbe—isn’t it true that we don’t require 
intermediaries to access God? Why is 
the Star of David a Jewish symbol? What 
does Judaism say about Christianity? In 
addition to the above, the course offers 
insight into mysterious Jewish practices, 
strange biblical narratives, and enigmas 
of Jewish identity.

 “Our propensity to question is what 
propels us to constantly explore new 
ideas and discover new insights,” said 

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel. “Nowhere is 
this more apparent than in ‘The Jewish 
Course of Why.’” 

“We’re excited to be attending this 
fun and dynamic learning experience 
here in Nashville,” said Judy Kilgore. 
“The Jewish Course of Why gives us 
an opportunity to expand our Jewish 
knowledge and intellectualize our 
Judaism by exploring rational insights 
into the most intriguing questions that 
Jews have today.”

The Jewish Course of Why is 
designed to appeal to people at all levels 
of Jewish knowledge, including those 
without any prior experience or back-
ground in Jewish learning. All of Chabad 
of Nashville’s courses are open to the 
public, and attendees need not be affili-
ated with a particular synagogue, temple, 
or other house of worship.

Registration for the Jewish Course 
of Why can be found at chabadnash-
ville.com/Why or call (615) 480-4731. 
Those interested are welcome to try the 
first lesson free of charge and with no 
obligation.

There’s a fee for the course, which 
includes the student textbook, but those 
who register by Nov. 3 pay the dis-
counted early-bird course fee. For more 
information about this course and other 
upcoming events at Chabad of Nashville 
please go to chabadnashville.com •

Journey for Justice
engages on Civil Rights

E
xperience Nashville and 
Tennessee’s Civil Rights 
history in December on the 
Journey for Justice, which aims 
to bring community members 
together while visiting places 

important to the Civil Rights movement.
The event, set for Dec. 8-10, is open 

to anyone in the Jewish and African-
American communities who would like 
to journey together and develop rela-
tionships. The program received fund-
ing through a New Initiative Grant 
from the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.

“We are looking for people who 
want to dialogue with the African-
American community on behalf of the 
Jewish community,” said Rabbi Flip Rice 
of Congregation Micah, who has been 
planning the trip with Micah Religious 
Education Director Julie Greenberg.  The 
Community Relations Committee of the 
Jewish Federation is a sponsoring partner 
of the trip. CRC Chair Ron Galbraith 
and CRC Project Chair Mary Shelton 
have helped with the planning.

Jewish participants can feel free to 
suggest participating in the trip to friends 
in the African-American community, 
Rabbi Rice said.

In an email, he said the program will 
“afford participants the opportunity to 

dialogue as we tour significant historical 
sites in Tennessee. 

The Journey will start with a Shabbat 
service, dinner and orientation at Micah. 
It will include stops at Fisk University, the 
downtown library and its civil rights room, 
and other Nashville sites.

Journey for Justice will help lay the 
groundwork for future steps by building 
relationships through the shared experi-
ence. “We were involved in civil rights 
in the 1960s,” said Rabbi Rice. “It was 
powerful … but it’s now 2017 and I just 
feel like there’s more to be done.” 

He said he hopes the trip will allow 
participants to have a conversation about 
next steps that our communities can take 
together in building a more just society.  

 Registration is on a first-come, first-
served basis. For more information or to 
register, visit www.CongregationMicah.
org/Events  •

Hold the date:

March 15-18, 2018 – Now 
Gen Civil Rights Leadership 
Tour, co-sponsored by The 
Temple – Congregation Ohabai 
Shalom and the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center

See the community calendar at www.jewishnashville.org

Beit Miriam, Catholic Charities collaborate 
to build shelter of peace during Sukkot

By SHARON PAZ
Director of Lifelong Learning
West End Synagogue

I
n small group discussions led by 
volunteers from Catholic Charities 
and teachers from West End 
Synagogue’s Beit Miriam, students 
and parents reflected on the many 
times Jews have been refugees and/

or immigrants and how the Jewish expe-
rience ties us to the issues of immigration 
facing America today.  

Students went through a simulated 
refugee experience from border crossing 
challenges to the challenges of the immi-
gration process. They had conversations 
about the meaning of the word “home” as 
it relates to refugees, immigrants and the 
holiday of Sukkot. When talking about 
immigration to Israel, Nicole Lopez, a 
parent, commented that to her, “Israel 
was the like the sukkah of the Jewish 
people,” welcoming all Jews from every-
where under its umbrella.  A graduation 
student, Jonah Herman, reflected on her 
idea and said, “Israel isn’t a sukkah which 
is temporary, but rather a permanent 
home for the Jewish people.”  

Through a special grant funded 
by the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, Beit Miriam at West End 
Synagogue partnered with Catholic 
Charities in a collaborative workshop to 
bring an immigration simulation program 

to students in grades 6 through 11.   The 
program continued the theme: “Sukkot:  
Building a Shelter of Peace” when Beit 
Miriam partnered with Safe Haven.

Thanks to a second grant from the 
Jewish Federation this year, volunteers 
from the Nashville Refugee community 
engaged our high school and middle 
school students in a stimulating pro-

gram addressing the global refugee crisis, 
the immigration process and the idea 
of temporary homes.  The holiday of 
Sukkot provided the perfect vehicle for 
our ongoing attempt to learn about our 
neighbors and the changing world in 
which we live.  

This was a great learning experience 
for our students and parents who partici-
pated.  Even better, the immigration con-

versation continued two Sundays later 
between our graduation class and Sharon 
Ben Ami, Israeli shlicha.  Students 
learned about the struggles Jewish immi-
grants had in Israel through the 1970s 
and were amazed that they had not heard 
this side of the Israel story. 

In addition to our Sukkot immi-
gration program, students in 6th grade 
learned about the laws pertaining to 
building sukkot and built a sukkah of 
their own. Under the guidance of Jenny 
Nissenson, Experiential Art Teacher and 
professional puppeteer, 4th and 5th grad-
ers made puppet ushpizin (Aramaic), as 
the special ancestral guests invited to the 
sukkah each night of Sukkot.  The 4th 
graders chose from among our Biblical 
ancestors and the 5th graders chose from 
among the Jewish Americans they are 
studying in their Jewish history curric-
ulum who helped to contribute to the 
prosperity of our country.

Beit Miriam helped two families cel-
ebrate Sukkot this year by providing all of 
the Sukkah building materials and assem-
bly help.  Michael and Tricia Keenan of 
Huntsville, Ala., had their first sukkah 
ever and invited BBYO teens there for 
pizza.  They loved the experience and 
were delighted, as were James Kilby and 
Erinne Richter, recipients of the second 
sukkah, who live in Hermitage.

Many thanks to the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee for the funding for all aspects 
of the Sukkot program. •

Beit Miriam 6th graders relax after constructing a kosher sukkah.
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Brandeis professor is scholar in residence at Sherith Israel

C
ongregation Sherith 
Israel is proud to present 
a scholar-in-residence 
program the weekend of 
Nov. 10 and 11, featuring 
Professor Sylvia Barack 

Fishman, the Joseph and Esther Foster 
professor of Judaic studies, department 
of Near Eastern and Judaic studies at 
Brandeis University, and co-director of 
the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute.   The 
event is free and open to the pub-
lic. Fishman will also speak on recent 
research on the lifestyles, attitudes, 
and concerns of American Jewish 
Millennials at Vanderbilt University on 
Nov. 9, 12-1:30 p.m. at Buttrick Hall, 
Room 123.

Fishman’s topic Friday night at 
Sherith Israel, 3600 West End Avenue, 
is “Love, Marriage, and Jewish Families 
in America Today,” and she will address 
such issues as gender, love, and family – 
and the personal choices of American 
Jews today. “We are all living through 
– and participating – in a social revo-
lution,” she says. “What does the latest 

research say about these changes? Is there 
good news? Where are the areas of con-
cern? What does this all mean for Jewish 
men and women, for Jewish families, and 
for American Jewish communities?”

Her talk will follow Shabbat eve-
ning services, beginning at 4:30 p.m., 
followed by dinner at 5:30 p.m. Charge 
for the dinner is $18 and reservations are 
required. The talk will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

The topic for Shabbat morning D’var 

Torah, approximately 10:45 a.m.,  will be 
“Hayyeh Sarah: Life Lessons from Jewish 
Mothers and their Sons.” The family dra-
mas of Genesis include strong female as 
well as male characters who play central 
roles in foundational Jewish narratives. 
What can we contemporary American 
Jews learn from the values of these bibli-
cal personalities – and their strategies for 
achieving them? 

On Saturday night, following 
Havdallah, around 6 p.m., the subject 
will be “Reel Jews: Picturing Jewish Life 
in American Films.”

In this interactive session, Fishman 
will lead the audience through the pan-
orama of American Jewish life over near-
ly 100 years. Film clips will explore 
the struggles of Jewish immigrants, the 
careful encoded Jewishness of the 1940s, 
the exuberant satires on bourgeois Jewish 
families in the 1950s and 1960s, and 
explorations of unconventional Jewish 
lives in the 1970s, 80s, and beyond. How 
do portrayals of reel Jews compare to 
their real lives?

Fishman is the author of eight 

books, including “Love, Marriage, and 
Jewish Families: Paradoxes of a Social 
Revolution,” published in 2015, which 
examines the full range of contemporary 
Jewish personal choices and what they 
mean for the American and Israeli Jewish 
communities today.

Another recent book, “The Way 
Into the Varieties of Jewishness,” 
explores diverse understandings of 
Jewish identity, religion and culture 
across the centuries, from ancient to 
contemporary times. Her other books 
and numerous articles discuss the inter-
play of American and Jewish values, 
transformations in the American Jewish 
family, the impact of Jewish educa-
tion, gender and sexuality in American 
Jewish life, and portrayals of Jews and 
Jewishness in fiction and film. In 2014, 
Fishman received the Marshall Sklare 
Award from the Association for the 
Social Scientific Study of Jewry.

For dinner reservations, please call 
Janet Harris at the synagogue office, (615) 
292-6614, or jump on the Sherith Israel 
website at www.sherithisrael.com. •

Keeping Jewish stories alive – through music and Federation
By KATHY CARLSON

T
he responsibility to keep 
Jewish stories alive – and 
the many ways to accom-
plish that goal – were 
two lessons from a special 
event inaugurating the 

Jewish Federation’s 2018 annual cam-
paign and held at Akiva School.

To help communicate these lessons, 
the mid-October event featured music 
played on two vintage Violins of Hope, 
restored instruments that Jews played 
during the Holocaust. Musicians from 
the Nashville Symphony will play the 
Violins of Hope in the spring of 2018 
as part of a collaborative effort draw-
ing together Nashville’s Jewish, arts and 
community organizations. At the Akiva 
event, attendees learned how they can 
contribute to the Jewish Federation and 
also support the Symphony and the 
Violins of Hope.

Fred Zimmerman, 2018 annual cam-
paign chair for the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, spoke of the Jewish 
people’s love for storytelling and the 6 
million stories lost in the Holocaust.

“We in this room are the last gener-
ation to have the chance to hear these 
stories firsthand,” he said. “… Federation 
makes sure these stories are heard, known 
and felt.”

The Violins of Hope tell some 
of those stories. University of North 
Carolina-Charlotte musicology professor 
James Grymes has documented the stories 
in his book, “Violins of Hope,” and Avshi 
Weinstein has restored the instruments 
in the Tel Aviv workshop he shares with 
his father, Amnon Weinstein. Grymes 
and Avshi Weinstein spoke at Akiva.

Nashville Symphony Concertmaster 
Jun Iwasaki played two of the restored 
violins, accompanied by Symphony pia-
nist Robert Marler.

So far, 64 Holocaust instruments 
have been restored, Weinstein said. 
Twenty-eight will be exhibited at the 
Nashville Public Library downtown next 
spring.

One of the two violins played at 
Akiva belonged to Feivel Wininger, a 

Romanian Jew and amateur violinist, 
author Grymes told the group. During 
World War II, the Romanian govern-
ment forced Wininger and other Jews on 
a death march from their homes to the 
territory of Transnistria.

Those who made it to Transnistria 
had to fend for themselves in prison 
camps. At the camp, a former judge trad-
ed a valuable violin, an Amati, for any 
food Feivel could obtain through playing 
it. Feivel’s earnings came too late to 
save the judge and his family, and prison 
guards confiscated the violin. 

But word of Feivel’s abilities had 
spread. A peasant who lived near the 
camp wanted Feivel to play at a relative’s 
wedding and helped Feivel obtain a new 
instrument. 

It was hardly in the same league 
as the Amati, but it helped Feivel earn 
food to keep 16 people alive through the 
Holocaust, Grymes said. Feivel called 
the violin “Friend,” and told his young 
daughter it saved her life and that of her 
mother.

Years later, his daughter called on 
the Weinsteins to restore it. Feivel’s 
violin didn’t appear to be suitable for 
restoration, but once the Weinsteins 

learned its history, they were determined 
to restore it, Grymes said.

Concertmaster Iwasaki played 
a Sibelius lullaby on Fievel’s violin. 
Perhaps Feivel himself played lullabies 
for his daughter, he said.

Iwasaki played a second violin, called 
the Auschwitz violin. Weinstein said a 
member of the Jewish Men’s Orchestra 
at Auschwitz played it. The group played 
some 30 feet from the “Arbeit Macht 
Frei” gate leading to Auschwitz.

After hearing the Violins of Hope 
played in Florida, an Auschwitz survivor 
living there told Weinstein, “For me to 
sit here today is a torture. … We were 

Avshi Weinstein, left, holds one of the Violins of Hope that he and his father, Amnon 
Weinstein, have restored. James Grymes, author of the book “Violins of Hope,” listens. 
PHOTOGRAPH/RICK MALKIN

made to stand in the rain and snow to 
listen to music (by the men’s orchestra) 
just so the Germans could torture us.”

No one knows the name of the musi-
cian who played the Auschwitz violin, 
but it’s one of the few from Auschwitz, 
Weinstein said.

Iwasaki played the final movement 
of a sonata by Belgian composer Eugene 
Ysaye on the Auschwitz violin. The piece 
built on an earlier composition by Pietro 
Locatelli known as Au Tombeau or at 
the tomb. 

Afterward, Jewish Federation 
Assistant Executive Director Naomi 
Limor Sedek recalled her first visit to 
Israel in 1991. Sedek, the granddaughter 
of four Holocaust survivors, searched 
the photographs at Yad Vashem for rel-
atives from the Lodz and Warsaw ghet-
tos. “Even if there were relatives in the 
photographs, I wouldn’t have recognized 
them,” she said.

She was drawn to a photo of a man 
in a broken-down chair playing a violin 
and looking straight at the camera as if to 
say, “I’m not ashamed of who I am. I will 
not give up hope.”

“What right do we as Jews have to give 
up hope?” she asked. She pointed to this 
year’s demonstration in Charlottesville, 
Va., in which torch-bearing neo-Nazis 
marched at night shouting “Jews will not 
replace us,” and a white nationalist event 
planned for late October in Shelbyville. 
“Our work is not done,” she said.

“We will stand together, all of us,” 
Jewish Federation Executive Director 
Mark Freedman said. “Each (of us) in our 
own right has the opportunity to make 
the world a better place.” •

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Observer 
and help support our community in all ways!

 
Make sure to let them know you saw their ad here!

The Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org

Sylvia Barack Fishman
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 New Nashvillians and longtime residents got together at a Jewish Federation 
welcoming reception last month. Top photo: Newcomers Bruce Frazier, 
left, and his wife, Joanne, right, chat with Beth and Rick Wise, welcoming 
ambassadors. Photo at right: Lindsey Rosen, left, returning Nashvillian Alexa 
Shainberg Schankerman and her husband, Max Schankerman, and commu-
nity shlicha Sharon Ben Ami. Contact Newcomer Liaison Barbara Schwarcz, 
(615) 354-1630 or Barbara@jewishnashville.org, with names of newcomers 
and for information about upcoming newcomer events, including a possible 
December reception.

Newcomers to Nashville’s Jewish Community

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

Tim Gregory
Graphic Designer

Phone and Fax 615.646.7765

Tgregorydesign@comcast.net

H.S. Jacobs Camp directors
visit Nashville this month

By DAVID LEVY

I 
recently traveled with my golden 
retriever Piper to the Union of 
Reform Judaism Henry S. Jacobs 
Camp in beautiful and pleasantly 
rustic Utica, Miss., near Jackson. 
My purpose was to see the camp, 

immerse myself in Judaism for a weekend, 
and visit my nephew, Camp Unit Head 
Ross Levy. Ross is now a second-year rab-
binical student at Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati.    

My entire experience at HSJ was 
wonderful – especially while celebrat-
ing Shabbat. The HSJ 267-acre cam-
pus is stunning and well-kept, centered 
by Lake Erie with wonderful (air con-
ditioned) cabins, sports facilities, and 
a large swimming pool. I began my stay 
participating lakeside in Friday evening 
Shabbat services. Shabbat dinner was 

awesome, with the prayers reminding 
me of my camp days. At services on 
Saturday, the view of Lake Erie and 
camp out the large windows in the chap-
el was stunning.

Both The Temple and Congregation 
Micah in Nashville have been included 
in the southern region of the National 
Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) 
that Henry S. Jacobs Camp serves. If 
you have young camp-age children or 
grandchildren, learn about incentives to 
attend Jacobs Camp by going to jacob-
scamp.org/summer/financial-assistance/.

Henry S. Jacobs Summer Camp is 
the place to be for a wonderful summer 
Jewish experience. Anna and Nadov 
Herman, camp directors, will be vis-
iting Nashville November 3-5.  If you 
need more information, contact Anna 
Herman at aherman@urj.org or email 
me dlevy@levysclothes.com. •

Catch up with your Akiva 
friends at Nov. 25 reunion

O
nce an Akiva student, 
always an Akiva student! 

Our alumni are out-
standing citizens and are 
doing amazing things not 
just in our Nashville com-

munity, but around the world. This month, 
Akiva will celebrate and honor our alumni 
with our biennial Alumni Event and we 
would love for you to join us.

Over the past 50 years, more than 300 
students have graduated from Akiva. From 
receiving some of the highest academic 
honors in their colleges and fields to lead-
ing international movements, Akiva grads 
are the movers and shakers of the world. 

If you are an Akiva alum, please 
join us on Saturday, Nov. 25 at 7p.m. 
(after Thanksgiving) to connect with 
old friends, revisit the school you grew 
up in and reignite your love for Akiva. 
This event is free and will include light 

refreshments and hors d’oeuvres.
Alumni are an important piece of 

Akiva’s ongoing success and YOU are 
an integral part of the Akiva story. We 
would love to hear from you and where 
your life has taken you after Akiva. How 
can you help? Please reach out to your 
fellow alumni and encourage them to 
attend our alumni event. If you don’t 
feel comfortable in reaching out directly, 
contact us, and we’ll help. 

For more information or to RSVP, 
please contact Julie Fortune, Director of 
Admissions and Outreach, at jfortune@
akivanashville.net or (615) 432-2552. •

New discoveries 
in Western Wall

E
xcavations conducted by the 
Israel Antiquities Authority, 
with the participation of 
volunteers, have uncovered 
large portions of courses 
of the Western Wall that 

have been hidden for 1,700 years. An 
ancient Roman theater-like structure was 
exposed for the first time. The discoveries 
were announced in a news release from 
the Israel Antiquities Authority.

The dramatic discoveries were to 
be presented to the public for the first 
time at the conference titled “New 
Studies in the Archaeology of Jerusalem 
and its Environs,” held recently in 
Jerusalem,  marking 50 years of archae-
ological research since the reunifica-
tion of the city. 

The eight stone courses had been 
buried under an 8-meter layer of earth. 
They were completely preserved, are 
built of massive stones and are outstand-
ing in the quality of their construction, 
the news release said.   

Archaeologists were surprised to dis-
cover the layer of earth had also cov-
ered the remnants of an extraordinary 
theater-like structure from the Roman 
period confirming historical writings 
that describe a theater near the Temple 
Mount. The theater contained approxi-
mately 200 seats.

According to site excavators Dr. Joe 
Uziel, Tehillah Lieberman and Dr. Avi 
Solomon: “From a research perspective, 
this is a sensational find. The discovery 
was a real surprise. When we started 
excavating, our goal was to date Wilson’s 
Arch.  We did not imagine that a win-
dow would open for us onto the mystery 
of Jerusalem’s lost theater. 

“Like much of archaeological 
research, the expectation is that a cer-
tain thing will be found, but at the end 
of the process other findings, surprising 
and thought-provoking, are unearthed. 
There is no doubt that the exposure of 
the courses of the Western Wall and 
the components of Wilson’s Arch are 
thrilling discoveries that contribute to 
our understanding of Jerusalem. But the 
discovery of the theater-like structure is 
the real drama.”  

Interestingly, the archaeologists 
believe the theater was never used. A 
number of findings at the site indicate 
this – among them a staircase that was 
never completely hewn. It is clear that 
great effort was invested in the building’s 
construction but oddly, it was abandoned 
before it was put to use. •
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Samantha Rittenberg will be called 
to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, 
Nov. 4, at 11 a.m. ser-
vices at The Temple – 
Congregation Ohabai 
Sholom.

She is the daughter 
of Melissa and Edward 
Rittenberg. Her grand-
parents are Norman 
Cohen and the late Rebecca Cohen, Terri 
Cohen, and Barbara and Jay Rittenberg.

For her mitzvah project, Samantha 
has volunteered at the Nashville Food 
Project and will be donating a portion of 
her Bat Mitzvah gifts to the organization.

Samantha is in the 7th grade at 
University School of Nashville.  She 
enjoys dancing, drawing, and spending 
time with her friends and family.

Olivia Jacobs will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Nov. 18, at 
11 a.m. services at The 
Temple – Congregation 
Ohabai Sholom. 

Olivia’s parents 
are Lindsay Shapiro 
and Thomas Jacobs. 
Her grandparents are 
Nancy and Steve Shapiro, and Ellen and 
Kenneth Jacobs of Nashville.

For her mitzvah project, Olivia will 
be contributing to Vanderbilt Children’s 
Hospital’s Red Wagon Project. The pro-
gram provides needed items for kids and 
teens who are required to stay in the hos-
pital for extended periods of time.  

Olivia is in the 7th grade at 
University School of Nashville. Her spe-
cial interests include music, art, bas-
ketball, soccer, volleyball, lacrosse, and 
spending time with family.

Cambria Brooks Linn will be 
called to the Torah as 
a Bat Mitzvah during 
services at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 2, at 
Congregation Micah.  
Cambria is the much-
loved daughter of 
Debbie and Stephen 
Linn and the twin sister 
of Rachel Sarah Linn.  
She is the granddaughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. Marvin Schwartz, Hilda and Phil 
Jackman, Sheila Linn and the late Travis 
Brooks Linn.

Cambria is a 7th grade student at 
Valor Voyager Academy.  She is an avid 
reader, enjoys anime and manga and has 
an insatiable desire to learn and explore 
the meaning of life.  She is currently 
finishing her first graphic novel and is a 
budding comedian. 

For her Mitzvah project, Cambria 
has chosen to raise money and donate 
her time to Crossroads Campus in 
Germantown. Crossroads provides pet 
adoption, retail shopping, job training 
and a residential program for young 
adults. Crossroads brings people from all 
walks of life together to make a differ-
ence in the lives of homeless animals and 
young people in the community.

Rachel Sarah Linn 
will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
during services at 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at Congregation 
Micah.  Rachel is the 
much-loved daughter 
of Debbie and Stephen 
Linn and the twin sis-
ter of Cambria Brooks Linn. She is the 
granddaughter of Dr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Schwartz, Hilda and Phil Jackman, Sheila 
Linn and the late Travis Brooks Linn. 

Rachel is a 7th grade student at 
Valor Voyager Academy. She is an avid 
reader and enjoys tennis, riding horses, 
gardening and playing with her much-be-
loved rescue dog, Merkel, a purebred 
Weimaraner.  Her love of life and ani-
mals will serve her well as she aspires to 
become a vet or zoo keeper. 

For her Mitzvah project, Rachel 
has chosen to raise money and donate 
her time to Crossroads Campus in 
Germantown. Crossroads provides pet 
adoption, retail shopping, job training, 
and a residential program for young 
adults.  Crossroads brings people from 
all walks of life together to make a differ-
ence in the lives of homeless animals and 
young people in the community.

Sympathy
… to the friends and family of Joy R. 

and Maurice Karr, longtime Nashville 
residents, who died recently in the pres-
ence of their family. They had been mar-
ried for nearly 70 years. 

Mrs. Karr died on Sept. 19, and Mr. 
Karr on Oct. 1. Graveside services were 
held at the Temple Cemetery.

Maurice, the son of Eastern European 
immigrants, was born in 1923, attended 
East High School and graduated early at 
age 16½. While serving in the military in 
England during World War II, his father 
died and he returned home to support 
and care for his family. 

He was a proud member of the 
Masonic Cumberland Lodge #8 and the 
last surviving member of the Nashville 
PGW Men’s club. 

Before starting Karr Construction 
and Realty Co. in 1962, Maurice owned 
Karr Furniture Co. on Lower Broad 
Street for many years, selling furniture, 
appliances, and toys. He and Joy enjoyed 
traveling the world and their homes were 
filled with mementos from all their trav-
els. Their eight grandchildren were their 
greatest joy in life. 

Maurice and Joy Karr were preceded 
in death by their son, Marshall Karr. They 
are survived by their sons Jerome Karr 
and Scot (Pat) Karr and daughter, Benita 
(Bob) Kichler, and their grandchildren, 
Price (Lizzie) Karr, Morgan Karr, Lance 
Kichler, Cassandra Karr, Greg Kichler, 
Drew Karr, Jacob Karr and Justin Karr. 

Donations in the Karrs’ memory can 
be made to Ohabai Sholom Temple 
Cemetery Fund.

… to the friends and family of Philip 
Roseman, who died on Oct. 4. He was 99.

Phil was born on August 30, 1918, 
in Cambridge, Mass., to Minnie and Edel 
Roseman. Graduating from Cambridge 
High and Latin in 1937, he played out-
field for the Boston Braves farm team, did 
sports reporting for a Cambridge newspa-
per, managed a weekly newspaper, then 
enlisted in the Army the day after Pearl 

Harbor. An outstanding member of the 
“Greatest Generation,” he served in the 
worst of wartime England. 

Phil met his first wife, Nettie, in 
Brooklyn, where he was stationed after 
World War II.

Seeking to build his own industry, 
Phil drove his cherished 1937 Packard 
south. He ran out of gas in Union City, 
Tenn. Folks were genuinely nice to him 
and he decided to stay. Over time he built 
three factories and provided needed jobs 
for over 700 people in West Tennessee, 
most all of whom he knew by first name. 
He made outerwear for stores and the mil-
itary and manufactured the iconic stone-
washed Levi jeans jackets.

After selling his business in 1992, 
Phil and his late wife retired to Nashville. 
She died soon after. 

As he had been in Union City, Phil 
rapidly became an integral and esteemed 
part of the Nashville community. His 
generous, kind, and witty ways garnered 
many friends. 

Twenty-two years ago he met and 
then married his second wife, Jean 
Roseman.

Phil was a remarkable man. Not the 
least of his accomplishments was his being 
bar mitzvahed three times. Age 13 is the 
first. Seventy years plus 13, or age 83, can 
be the second. Thirteen years later, at 96, 
was his third.

Phil is survived by his wife, Jean, 
and three children: Betty Signer, Hal 
(Elizabeth), and Barry. He has six grand-
children: Alisa and Hanna Signer and 
Alex, Julia, James, and Gabbe Roseman. 
Jesse Fine is his great-grandchild. He 
is also survived by his brother Leonard 
(Gwen) and two stepchildren, Andrew 
and Lydia Love.

… to the friends and family of 
Alice Buc, who passed away on her 
96th birthday, October 21.  Alice was 
born in Nashville, Tennessee above 
her father’s shoe repair shop located 
on 8th and Division.  She lived all 
of her 96 years in Nashville.  Alice 
first lived in a home on 11th and 
Division, now considered the heart 
of the Gulch.  She attended Tarbox 
School at 18th and Broadway, and grad-
uated from Hume-Fogg High School in 
1938.  Coincidentally, two of her three 
grandsons attended and graduated from 
that same school building at 7th and 
Broadway some 70 years later.

Over the years, Alice worked for sev-
eral insurance agencies in Nashville. She 
spent her free time being active in the 
YWHA, the Jewish Community Center, 
and sang in several plays and musicals per-
formed there.  She also sang in the High 
Holiday choir at West End Synagogue.  
She and her husband, Jerome, were mar-
ried at West End Synagogue in 1955.  
Later in life, she enjoyed playing mah-
jongg, bingo and canasta with others who 
lived with her at Park Manor. 

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Jerome Buc (who taught 
scores of Nashville children how to play 
piano), her parents Joseph and Fannie O. 
Slutsky, and her brothers Morris Slutsky 
and Abe Slutsky.  She is survived by her 
son Frederic Buc, daughter-in-law Jodi 
Buc, her grandsons Michael, Harrison 
and Dylan, who will miss their beloved 
grandma very much, a nephew, Myron 
Slutsky of Gastonia, N.C., and niece 
Sandy Hutto of Coto de Caza, Calif.

Donations may be made in her mem-
ory to West End Synagogue, Park Manor, 
or to Alive Hospice.  •

Samantha 
Rittenberg

Olivia Jacobs

Cambria 
Brooks Linn

Rachel Sarah 
Linn
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around the town

Classified AdsClassified Ads
TEMPLE 
CEMETERY PLOTS

For sale in Temple cemetery.
Two adjoining plots. 383-5367

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Alive Hospice’s 2017 
Faith and Spirituality 
Symposium

Rabbi Flip Rice of Congregation 
Micah, along with other local faith lead-
ers, will participate as a panelist in Alive 
Hospice’s 2017 Faith and Spirituality 
Symposium on end-of-life care. The event 
will be held on Thursday, Nov. 2 from  8 
a.m. until 4 p.m. at Gaylord Springs Golf 
Links Clubhouse, 18 Springhouse Lane, 
near the Gaylord Opryland Resort & 
Convention Center.

The keynote speaker will be hospice 
chaplain and writer Kerry Egan, author 
of “On Living” (Riverhead Books, 2016), 
which examines how we give meaning to 
our lives.

Additional speakers will include 
Alive Hospice chaplains and other 
experts on various aspects of the end of 
life. The day will include Egan’s keynote, 
an interfaith panel about the end of life 
(a perennial favorite among attendees), 
workshops on topics pertaining to dying 
and death, exhibitors and door prizes. 
More information, including an up-to-
date list of workshop topics, may be 
found at AliveHospice.org/symposium.

Participating on the interfaith panel 
with Rabbi Rice will be Dr. Mohamad 
Fazili (Islamic Center Williamson 
County/Vandy Pediatrics), Sue St. 
Clair (chairman of the Nashville Baha’I 
Spiritual Assembly), Minister Nicole 
Toliver (Watson Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church) and Chaplain David 
Guy, the moderator.

The symposium is open to anyone 
with an interest in spiritual care and the 
end of life including worship community 
leaders, chaplains, lay leaders, health 
care professionals, educators and stu-
dents, representatives of local nonprofits 
and their volunteers and others who are 
interested in learning more. The sympo-
sium is a program of the Alive Institute, 
Alive’s Center for Education, Outreach, 
Innovation and Advocacy.

The cost is $25 per person for non-
students; free for students. Register 
online at AliveHospice.org/symposium 
or by calling 615-346-8418. 

Alive’s 2017 Faith and Spirituality 
Symposium is made possible with support 
from Gaylord Springs Golf Links, St. 
George’s Episcopal Church and Family 
Legacy.

Founded in 1975, Alive Hospice 
was one of the nation’s first hospice 
programs and currently serves 12 Middle 
Tennessee counties. Alive provides com-
passionate care and support for termi-
nally ill patients and their families; grief 
support for adults and children; and edu-
cation about the end of life.

Beloved ‘Fiddler’ 
comes to Belmont 
University

Anatevka gets transplanted to 
Nashville this month as Belmont 
University Musical Theatre presents 
“Fiddler on the Roof” on Nov. 9-11 
at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 12 at 2 p.m. 
The musical will be staged in Massey 
Concert Hall.

The Tony-award winning musical 
set in Imperial Russia in 1905 tells 
the story of Tevye, the father of five 
daughters, and his attempts to maintain 
his Jewish religious and cultural tra-
ditions as outside influences encroach 
upon the family’s lives. He must cope 
both with the strong-willed actions of 
his three older daughters and with the 
edict of the tsar that evicts Jews from 
their village.

For tickets, please visit www.bel-
mont.edu/cvpa and click on the “Box 
Office” link or visit the Curb Box 
Office. Ticket availability at the door 
will vary. 

Attention, campers: 
Learn more about 
Ramah at WES

Camp Ramah Shabbat Weekend 
takes place at West End Synagogue right 
before Thanksgiving, from Nov. 17-19.

The weekend offers families a taste 
of Ramah at the 2018 Ramah Shabbat 
& Havdalah Recruitment Dinner and 
Bonfire on Saturday evening, Nov. 18, 
at 6 p.m. at the home of Gene and Ruthi 
Sacks, 1584 Ragsdale Road in Brentwood. 
You will have the opportunity to meet 
with Camp Ramah Darom Assistant 
Director Rachel Dobbs Schwartz.

For more information and to RSVP, 
email: spaz@westendsyn.org

It’s not too early to 
start planning for 
Get Connected trip

Do you have a rising 11th or 12th 
grader who is looking for a meaningful 
and educational way to visit Israel? 

Join us and other area Jewish teens 
on Get Connected Israel Teen Tour, set 
for June 5-19, 2018.

Cost is $1,600; scholarships are 
available. There will be four pre-trip 
activities for participants. 

Registration deadline is Jan. 12, 
2018; there’s a $25 discount if you reg-
ister by Dec. 15. The application form 
is online at https://www.jewishnashville.
org/get-connected and accessed through 
the gold-colored application form bar 
toward the bottom of the page.

Questions? Contact Harriet Schiftan 
at Harriet@jewishnashville.org or at 
(615) 354-1687.

See the community calendar at
www.jewishnashville.org

Chanukah 
is Coming 

Publication date is December 1, 2017
Deadline for ads is November 15, 2017

...a time for the 
Jewish Community to 
exchange gifts, eat special 
foods and  have celebrations... 
Be sure to be a part 
of this special issue. 

Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail 

carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

Learn more about the 
Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee
at 

www.jewishnashville.org
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Smarthome Products Dealer

Nest, Lutron, and Legrand
Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens

Baths • Hardware • Plumbing
615-843-3300

www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Real Estate to a Global Clientele

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Masters

www.PatriciaStraus.com
patricia@patriciastraus.com

O: 615.447.8000
M: 615.305.8465

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee area 

by taking advantage of this cost-
effective way to reach a loyal repeat 
audience!Call Carrie Mills,Advertising 
Manager to place your professional 

listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or 
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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Playwright Kholos recalls the making of a musical

J
ew Store (the musical)” will 
serve up a warm blend of family 
tradition and Tennessee Jewish 
history, all to benefit Akiva 
School, when it opens next 
month at the Gordon Jewish  

 Community Center. 
The show, based on Stella 

Suberman’s 2001 memoir, “The Jew 
Store,” will be performed on Dec. 9 and 
10. Nashville’s Jay Kholos is its writer, 
producer and director.

Suberman’s book told how her fam-
ily came to live in a rural Tennessee 
town where they were the only Jews – 
ever. Her father, Aaron Bronson, had 
fled pogroms in Russia and originally 
settled in New York City, where he 
married her mother, Reba. 

At the heart of the story is a simple 
fact, Kholos said: “The husband had 
shpilkes, and the wife didn’t want to 
leave” New York. 

Eventually the Bronsons moved to 
what’s called Concordia, Tenn., in the 
book, where they opened a dry-goods 
store that locals called the Jew store. 
(It wasn’t uncommon in that era for 
non-Jewish rural people to call similar 
stores Jew stores.) The Bronsons were the 
first and only Jews in town, and the story 
includes fish-out-of-water humor and 
small-town American life in the 1920s. 

Kholos has written several Jewish-
themed musicals, including “A Stoop 
On Orchard Street.” “The Jew Store” 
had all the elements of a hit musical, 
he said: “a little pathos, the jeopardy of 

dealing with townspeople who weren’t 
exactly welcoming, the KKK. …” There 
also was romance, with daughter Miriam 
Bronson falling in love with a local boy. 

He admits he took many creative 
liberties in adapting the book into a 
musical and was extremely pleased and 
frankly relieved that Stella (Suberman) 
loved the musical adaptation, which 
premiered in Cincinnati earlier this 
year. Kholos was able to create “Jew 
Store (the musical)” only after Dolly 
Parton’s rights to make the book a 
movie had lapsed.

“Aaron, the father, has a way of 
using humor” to defuse difficult situations, 
Kholos said. Songs in the musical often 
use humor to tackle difficult subjects. 

In one song, “Our Jews,” the 

Concordia townspeople say their Jews 
– the Bronsons - are the best Jews. 
The townsfolk may not exactly embrace 
other Jews, but they sing the Bronsons’ 
praises because of the personal relation-
ships they’ve built.

Kholos, originally from Los Angeles, 
has lived in Nashville for 20 years. He 
owned West Coast-based advertising 
agencies prior to entering theatrical 
world as writer and producer. Kholos 
wrote the script, music and lyrics for Jew 
Store, and he produces and directs it. 
Show runs two hours and 20 minutes, 
including the intermission. 

“The Nashville production includes 
a couple of new scenes not in the 
Cincinnati shows that I am excited 
about,” he said. 

There will be some familiar faces in 
the Nashville production, notably Cole 
Strosberg, son of Rabbi Saul Strosberg of 
Congregation Sherith Israel.

Cole Strosberg plays young 
Joey Bronson and performed in the 
Cincinnati production. Kholos recalled 
how he had been interviewing children 
for the part, but hadn’t yet found the 
right person. 

“Someone I knew told me there’s a 
young boy I believe might work. … We 
auditioned Cole and he was terrific. We 
learned more about Akiva and we actually 
did some rehearsals there early on,” he said.

“I got caught up in the Akiva story 
and that it’s a great place for young peo-
ple,” he said. That led to the decision to 
stage “Jew Store (the musical)” at the 
GJCC, with all proceeds to Akiva. 

There are 17 people in the show, 
with nine principals. The Nashville 
cast will have performers from New 
York, South Florida, Nashville and 
Chicago. The actors who play father 
Aaron Bronson and his wife, Reba, will 
be new to the cast, but both have acted 
in several of Kholos’ plays. 

“Jew Store (the musical) will be per-
formed twice in Nashville, on Saturday, 
Dec. 9 in the evening and on Sunday, 
Dec. 10, as a matinee. 

Afterward, six to eight shows are 
in the works for Atlanta, eight in the 
Chicago suburb of Skokie, four to six 
weeks of shows in South Florida and 
two weeks in Philadelphia, culminating 
in an open-ended engagement in New 
York. If all goes well, Kholos said, “Jew 
Store (the musical)” could be on a New 
York stage next fall. 

For tickets and information, you may 
visit www.jewstorethemusical.com or you 
may call (615) 823-1031. • 


