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Shirley Zeitlin to receive President’s Award on Nov. 18
By KATHY CARLSON

Pioneering Nashville Realtor Shirley 
Zeitlin will receive the President’s 
Award in recognition of her dis-

tinguished service to the Jewish com-
munity. The award is the highest honor 
bestowed by the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.

The honor will be given during a 
special event held at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center in the early evening 
of Sunday, Nov. 18. Attendees can enjoy 
appetizers before the award is presented 
by Lisa Perlen, president of the Jewish 
Federation. Its executive director, Eric 
Stillman will speak about his first months 
here, and the event concludes with a 
dessert reception. Co-chairs are Karen 
Yazdian and Jessica Averbuch. 

“It really touched me when Lisa 
Perlen called me,” Zeitlin said. Her 
first thought was of her sister-in-law, 
Sandy Averbuch, who passed away in 

November of 2016 and had received the 
first President’s Award in 2012. “I got 
rather emotional about it,” Zeitlin said. 
“It makes it even more meaningful.” 

The President’s Award is presented 
annually to persons with a distinguished 
record of commitment to the Jewish peo-
ple through their philanthropy, dedicat-
ed community service and betterment of 
Jewish life in Nashville, Israel and around 
the world. 

In addition to Sandy Averbuch z”l, 
past honorees include Bob Eisenstein z”l 
(2013), Raymond Zimmerman (2014), 
Moshe and Libby Werthan (2016), Patti 
and David Steine Jr. (2017) and Stephen 
Riven and Frank Boehm (January 2018). 
The 2015 award was presented jointly 
to Annette Eskind, Jane z”l and Richard 
Eskind, Bernice and Joel Gordon and 
Eugene Pargh z”l and Madeline Pargh z’’l.

When Zeitlin and her late husband, 
Martin, married, he was in the U.S. 
Navy. When they returned to Nashville 
she immediately began to work within 

the Jewish community. 
One of the first projects in which she 

became involved was reading for the blind, 
part of a program at The Temple. She was 
confirmed at The Temple and became a 
Bat Mitzvah there three years ago. 

She first became active with the 

Jewish Federation of Nashville by serving 
on its Community Relations Committee, 
a group that remains active today. She has 
had a continuing involvement through 
the years with the Jewish Federation, 
having served many terms on its board. 
Zeitlin has traveled to Israel seven times, 
including on a number of missions with 
the Federation. 

Zeitlin chaired the Jewish Federation’s 
Women’s Division campaign in Nashville, 
an effort that was recognized for outstand-
ing performance by the organization now 
known as the Jewish Federations of North 

Continued on page 2

Shirley Zeitlin

Anne Frank’s childhood friend, 
stepsister to speak on Oct. 11

As the community of Holocaust 
survivors dwindles with each 
passing year, Middle Tennessee 

and surrounding areas have a rare oppor-
tunity to hear the firsthand account 
of Auschwitz survivor and stepsister of 
Anne Frank, Eva Schloss. 

In partnership with Chabad of 
Nashville and presenting sponsors 
Regions Bank and Genesis Diamonds, 
Schloss will share her story of triumph, 
tolerance and peace as part of “A Historic 
Evening with Anne Frank’s Stepsister,” 
set for Thursday, Oct. 11, downtown at 
the Nashville Music City Center from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

“This will be a night of living history,” 
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel with Chabad of 
Nashville said in a news release. “As time 
passes, there will be fewer opportunities 
to hear firsthand from Holocaust survi-
vors, and Eva’s story intersects with one 
of the most compelling figures in our his-
tory. We are honored to bring her story 
of hope and perseverance to Nashville.”

Schloss, 89, is devoted to inspiring 
awareness and acceptance by remember-
ing the atrocities of the past. She will be 
traveling from London to Nashville to 

tell her courageous survivor’s tale. 
As a child, Schloss and her family 

emigrated from Austria to escape Nazi 
anti-Semitism. They came to live in 
Amsterdam, where she and Anne Frank 
knew each other and played together. 

Later, Schloss and her family went 
into hiding in Holland where she and 
her stepsister were later betrayed and 
sentenced to the infamous Auschwitz-
Birkenau death camp. After the war, her 
mother married Otto Frank, the widowed 
father of Anne Frank, whose diary of life 

Continued on page 3

Eva Schloss

Nancy Spielberg headlines 
2018 Girls Night Out

Be a part of the sis-
terhood of those who 
care at this year’s Girls 

Night Out on Sunday, Oct. 
28, held at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center. 
The event is sponsored 
by the Women’s Division 
of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. All of the com-
munity’s Jewish women are 
invited to attend.

For this special evening, 
the Jewish Federation is bringing philan-
thropist, filmmaker and businesswoman 
Nancy Spielberg here to talk about being 
a Jewish woman, about Israel and about 
philanthropy. The community also can 
catch her film, “Who Will Write Our 
History,” at the Nashville Jewish Film 
Festival on Oct. 30.

“I am so thrilled to be joining 
Nashville’s Girls Night Out,” Spielberg 
said in an email. “I know that I’m going 
to feel like I’m surrounded by family, and 
indeed I will be!  We’ll have a ‘shmooze-
fest’ with a few L’chaim’s and share 

stories of the importance of 
community, of empowering 
women, of helping others 
in need.  I know that the 
Nashville ‘girls’ are a warm 
and welcoming bunch!”

“We’re just so pleased 
we are working with Nancy,” 
event co-chair Stephanie 
Speller Townsend said. “Her 
story, her Jewish journey will 
be an inspiring message for 
everyone to hear.”

“It’s exciting to have 
a program geared toward 

women, and that our Nashville community 
Continued on page 3

Nancy Spielberg

How to attend GNO

Invitations are being mailed to 
all women in the Nashville-area 

Jewish community. Cost to attend is 
$50 per person, the same as last year’s 
Girls Night Out. If you are read-
ing this article but haven’t received 
an invitation, please email Andrea 
Crowe, andrea@jewishnashville.org, 
to receive one. •

Open to Community

Invitations for the President’s Award 
event, to be held on Sunday, Nov. 

18, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center, will be 
mailed with a response card. Online 
registration is available at www.jewish 
nashville.org/2018Presidentsaward
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PARTNERSHIP2GETHER MEDICAL
DELEGATION EXCHANGE
The Jewish Federation

 of Nashville Middle 
Tennessee  through our 
Partnership2Gether Medical 
Delegation Exchange  has 
reserved spaces on a unique 
and specialized week long trip for 
medical doctors.

January 20-26, 2019

For more information or to reserve your space, contact: 

Trip Includes:

• All meals and hotel accommodations with an optional two
nights of home hospitality.

• Tours of Hillel-Ya�e Hospital, Hadassah Medical Center, Western
Galilee Hospital, and other innovative medical facilities.

Program includes touring, Shabbat in Jerusalem and 
social and professional time with physicians in our region.
Cost $950 for all land costs for one week. 
Airfare purchased on your own.

Shirley Zeitlin
Continued from page 1
America. Subsequently, she chaired the 
annual general Jewish welfare fund cam-
paign in Nashville.

She also has served on the boards 
of the women’s divisions of the national 
United Jewish Appeal and the Jewish 
Federations of North America.

“I had a lot of mentors,” she said. 
Ann Eisenstein z”l guided her through her 
first effort chairing a Women’s Division 
campaign, and Zeitlin later became close 
friends with Eisenstein’s daughter, Nan 
Speller. Other mentors were Madeline 
Magid z”l and Peggy Steine z”l. 

Zeitlin started Zeitlin & Company, 
Realtors, in 1979 and continues as its chair-
woman, having named Jessica Averbuch 
its CEO in 2016. Zeitlin has long been 
active in the arts locally. Last year the Arts 
& Business Council of Greater Nashville 
presented her with its Martha Rivers 
Ingram Arts Visionary Award for business 
leadership and patronage of the arts.

Jewish Federation “has always had a 
special place in my heart,” Zeitlin said. 
“It’s the umbrella of our Jewish organi-
zations. It represents the whole Jewish 
community, locally, nationally and inter-
nationally, from a common perspective 
that binds Jewish people and their inter-
ests under one roof.

“It’s always been important to me 
and my late husband to be supportive to 
causes throughout the community. I’ve 
been fortunate to have a broad experi-
ence of philanthropy and social action in 
the Jewish and the general community. 
Undoubtedly the Jewish community is 
deeply embedded in my spirit and in my 
soul. After all, that’s who we are: our his-
tory, our present and our future.” •

Breaking history’s cycle: Lessons from a Holocaust survivor 
By RABBI YITZCHOK TIECHTEL

Never again” are words often used 
when speaking of the Holocaust, 
and yet we live in a world where 

racism, intolerance and hate persist. 
For many today, the Holocaust – the 

genocide of an estimated 6 million Jews 
and many others during World War II – 
is simply a chapter in a textbook. It’s eas-
ily forgotten or skipped over altogether 
among our younger generations.

 For me, the Holocaust is a living 
memory. My great-grandfather on my 
father’s side spent years hiding in an attic 
before perishing from wounds inflicted by 
a Nazi guard. My great-grandfather on my 
mother’s side – and my namesake – was 
ripped from his home by Russian secret 
police before facing a firing squad. 

My parents carried on their legacies 

as displaced persons in a post-Nazi era. 
Chabad of Nashville is home to other 
survivors who remember the atrocities of 
this dark period and how their once-vi-
brant and open communities dissolved 
into hatred. 

The community of survivors dwin-
dles day by day across the globe. With an 
estimated 35 Holocaust survivors dying 
each day, there will soon be none left – 
but it’s our responsibility to ensure their 
stories do not disappear with them. 

If forgotten, our history can easily 
become our future. Genocide is certainly 
not a thing of the past. Syria, Myanmar, 
Sudan – the list goes on and sadly will 
continue to grow unless we choose to stop 
it. And as we face a global refugee crisis, 
racially charged violence, gender dispar-
ities and ongoing outgrowths of a grow-
ing sense of intolerance, “never again” is 

beginning to feel like an empty promise.  
But Nashville has the opportunity to 

disrupt this cycle. 
On Oct. 11 at the Music City Center, 

Eva Schloss, an Auschwitz survivor and 
the stepsister of Anne Frank, will share her 
story of courage, triumph and tolerance 
with the Nashville community. This his-
toric evening offers Middle Tennesseans 
the opportunity to bring history to life 
and understand firsthand how prejudice 
can be poison, while the acceptance of our 
differences –in faith, skin color, heritage 
and more – is key to peace. 

In Eva’s own words, “We need to 
learn to live with each other in harmony, 
to accept each other for who and what we 
are. We must learn the lesson that human 
differences actually enrich our lives.”

As a child, Eva went into hiding in 
Holland where she and Anne Frank were 

later betrayed and sentenced to the infa-
mous Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. 
Traveling from London to Nashville, 
Eva will pass on the harrowing lessons 
learned as a victim, refugee and survivor, 
a story shared by many today both in 
Nashville and beyond. 

Silence can be injustice’s greatest 
ally, and this night will be a reminder to 
our children, our friends and ourselves of 
the dangers of systemic discrimination. It 
only takes one night to spark a memory, 
to share a story and to open a mind.

Join us in remembering on Oct. 11 
by visiting www.AnneFrankNashville.
com or calling (615) 646-5750 to pur-
chase your ticket or learn more.

As Anne Frank famously encour-
aged, “How wonderful it is that nobody 
need wait a single moment before start-
ing to improve the world.” •

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel is the executive 
director and spiritual leader of Chabad of 
Nashville. 

opinion

Submission Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces 
and letters from Nashville area residents on 
topics of interest to the Jewish community 
as long as they have not been published 
or submitted for publication elsewhere. 
Submissions should be sent by the 15th of 
the month prior to publication to Editor 
Kathy Carlson at kathy@jewishnashville.
org or 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102, 
Nashville 37205. The Observer reserves the 
right to edit all submissions for clarity, length 
and style. 
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Eva Schloss
Continued from page 1
in hiding in Holland has been read and 
renowned all over the world. 

“I hope that we can teach our follow-
ing generations to have moral courage: 
both to exercise tolerance as they grow 
up and also to speak up and stand up 
against intolerance, racial prejudice and 
systematic discrimination when they see 
it,” said Schloss.

Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.AnneFrankNashville.com with 
early bird general admission tickets 
priced at $35 through Oct. 7, student and 
senior general admission tickets at $25 
and premier seating for $90. After Oct. 7, 
general admission tickets will sell for $45. 

A special VIP reception is also avail-
able for $150, including the opportunity 
to meet Eva Schloss, receive an auto-
graphed book and obtain reserved, premi-
um seating. All ages are welcome. 

A trustee of the Anne Frank 
Educational Trust and a celebrated 
author, Schloss has been a renowned 
advocate of Holocaust education and 
global peace for more than 30 years. In 
1999, she signed the Anne Frank Peace 
Declaration alongside United Nations 
Secretary General Kofi Annan and the 
niece of Raul Wallenberg who rescued 
thousands of Jews in Budapest. Schloss is 
also the subject of James Still’s play “And 
Then They Came for Me: Remembering 
the World of Anne Frank.” 

“We need to learn to live with each 
other in harmony, to accept each other 
for who and what we are,” said Schloss. 
“We must learn the lesson that human 
differences actually enrich our lives.”

For tickets and additional informa-
tion about “A Historic Evening with 
Anne Frank’s Stepsister,” visit www.
AnneFrankNashville.com or call (615) 
646-5750. Follow the event on Facebook 
for ongoing updates. •

Girls Night Out
Continued from page 1
is growing so that we’re able to bring such 
a powerful, nationally known person to 
our community,” co-chair Lori Fishel 
said. “We know it’s going to be educa-
tional and inspiring and we’re thrilled to 
be able to include all Nashville Jewish 
women to be a part of this.”

Spielberg has extensive experience 
in the film business, starting with work-
ing on some of the early films of her older 
brother, Steven Spielberg. She is a writer 
and producer of films and served as a 
consultant on the Oscar-winning docu-
mentary “Chernobyl Heart.”

 “This is an opportunity to see 
another side of Nancy, her private and 
philanthropic side,” said Naomi Limor 
Sedek, assistant executive director of the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

Girls Night Out provides a time and 
place for all women to celebrate philan-
thropy and helping Jewish people here, 
in Israel and around the world. “There is 
power in that coming together, power in 
the sisterhood of caring for those most in 
need,” Sedek said. 

“We all have our own stories of why 
we give. We can be inspired by others’ 
stories or reasons,” she said. “We can all 
dream of impact, being part of a collec-
tive group. We can choose our own level 
of connection but we’re part of a whole. 
… We give because it is about keeping 
your people together.”

The event starts with appetizers and 
drinks at 6:30 p.m., with Spielberg’s talk 

to follow. The entire event takes place 
in the Pargh Auditorium at the Gordon 
JCC, and guests will have an opportu-
nity to make their pledge for the Jewish 
Federation’s 2019 campaign.

“We’re trying to make it a very com-
fortable, welcoming night,” Townsend 
said. “We want it to be a fun night where 
people can hang out with friends, meet 
new friends and listen to inspiring mes-
sage from someone who has seen Jewish 
life through many different lenses.” •

Spielberg at Nashville 
Jewish Film Festival

The 2017 documentary “Who 
Will Write Our History,” which 

Nancy Spielberg executive pro-
duced, tells how Jews in the Warsaw 
Ghetto created the Oyneg Shabes 
Archive to provide eyewitness 
Jewish accounts of their lives there 
and to maintain that record in defi-
ance of the Nazis. It will be shown 
at the Nashville Jewish Film Festival 
on Tuesday, Oct. 30, at 7 p.m. at the 
Belcourt Theatre.

Spielberg will join Vanderbilt 
University Chaplain Rev. Mark 
Forrester and Vanderbilt Hillel 
Director Ari Dubin as special guests 
for the Oct. 30 Belcourt screen-
ing. More information is available at 
nashvillejff.org. 

 The Nashville Jewish Film 
Festival is funded in part by the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. •

Helping Hands through Art exhibits artwork this month at JCC 
Program reaches those with cognitive disorders

Participants in a two-year-old arts 
program for seniors living with 
Alzheimer’s and other forms of 

dementia will be displaying their works 
during October at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. 

The program, called Helping 
Hands through Art, is a partnership of 
Jewish Family Service of Nashville and 
OMA (Opening Minds through Art), 
an award-winning intergenerational 
art-making program for people with neu-
rocognitive disorders. 

There will be an opening reception 
for the art show on Wednesday, Oct. 
10, at 6:30 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. The community is 
invited to the reception and to the con-

‘Helping Hands through Art’ brings the 
joy of creating new art to community 
members.

tinuing art show.
JFS began the program in 2016 with  

a New Initiative grant from the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee and 
continues a tradition of the organization 
to provide one-on-one services and activ-
ities for the community’s seniors. Other 
services include music, calls and visits.

Eileen Wallach, a social worker and 
trained OMA facilitator, conducts the 
art visits by meeting with each client on 
a one-on-one basis. No art experience is 
needed and only the space of a card table 
is necessary. 

Wallach’s training has prepared her 
to guide budding artists through the 
process and help them achieve a sense of 

accomplishment.
JFS’s Anna Sir, who manages the 

program, remarks that “…the families 
who have participated in the program 
have continually praised Eileen’s exper-
tise, sensitivity and humor. These quali-
ties are critical to the program’s success.” 

“This is my calling to be a human 
being with another human being and, 
for me, art is the way of doing it,” 
Wallach said. “Having the opportunity 
to honor the artists I work with at an 
art reception that is all about them and 

their creative process is so exciting for 
both them and me,” she continued. “I 
believe many will be very surprised at 
the artwork that has been produced and 
hope this will help to strengthen the 
program within our community.”

Over the years, JFS has placed a high 
value on recognizing unmet needs in our 
community and finding responsive and 
sensitive ways to address them.

In 2004 the JFS Helping Hands 
Program began with the goal of match-
ing community volunteers with isolat-
ed senior adults in our community for 
friendly visits, telephone reassurance, 
and holiday programming at area assist-
ed-living facilities. Since its inception, 
hundreds of Jewish seniors have been 
served by this meaningful program. 

As the JFS staff continually keeps a 
close eye on program expansion oppor-
tunities, they determined a need for 
connection to the more fragile segment 
of our senior population. In 2012, the 
Musical Helping Hands program was 
created to serve the needs of those seniors 
living with Alzheimer’s and other forms 
of dementia. 

 The community is welcome to 
attend the art opening on Wednesday, 
Oct. 10, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the  
Gordon JCC. • 

To learn more

For more information about any 
of the Helping Hands programs, 

please contact Anna Sir at JFS, 
(615) 354-1686 or helpinghands@
jfsnashville.org. •
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K
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Publisher   Eric Stillman
Editor   Kathy Carlson
Advertising Manager   Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
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Fax   615/352-0056
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‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
23315334) is published monthly for $25 per 
year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c

Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction or 
clarification, call Editor Kathy Carlson 
at (615) 354-1653 or email her at kathy@
jewishnashville.org.    

Talmud On Tuesdays - with Rabbi Joshua Kullock
Following morning minyan 7:30-8:30

Torah for Women - with Rabbi Joshua Kullock
1st Wednesday of each month 11am-Noon  |  The Book of Exodus

Torah for Men - with Rabbi Joshua Kullock
2nd Thursday of each month at 12noon  |  The Book of Samuel

Introduction to Shabbat Prayer 7 Part Series-
Cantor Sarah Levine

Each Shabbat morning for 7 weeks from 8:30 am-9:15 am, we will examine a di�erent part of 
the Shabbat liturgy. Discover the structure of each service, learn why we pray the way we do and 
�nd meaning in text beyond the English translation. Whether you attend one session or all seven, 
you will come away with a better understanding of what it means to pray as a Jew and you may 

even �nd your own spiritual voice.

October 13th - Kabbalat Shabbat: How do we welcome in the Shabbas Bride?
October 20th - Birchot Hashachar and P’sukei D’zimra: A calming way to start the day

October 27th - Shacharit: Blessings of Creation, Love, and Liberation
November 3rd - Amidah: “The Oreo Cookie”

November 10th - Torah Service: The Reenactment of Receiving Torah from Mt. Sinai
November 17th - Musaf: The Additional Service

December 1st - Mincha and Ma’ariv: Ending Shabbat The Way We Began

Former German Diplomat, Stefan Schluter
Saturday Morning, October 20, 2018 | 11:00am

“How Germany is coming to terms with its past:
How this re�ects on Germany’s Current Relationships with Israel and the US.”

Shabbat Talk –with Vanderbilt Professors Ed Cheng 
and Rabbi Phil Lieberman

Please join us for an evening of prayer, dinner and inspiring dialogue.
Friday night, November 9, 2018

Services at 6pm, Shabbat Dinner at 7pm, speakers at 8pm.

Topic: “Torts and Talmud: Are You Your Brother’s Keeper?”
Ed Cheng, Professor of Law FedEx Research Professor for 2017-18

Professor Cheng teaches Evidence, Torts, and a seminar on Scienti�c Evidence, and is a seven-time 
winner of the Hall-Hartman Outstanding Professor Award for excellence in teaching. 

Professor/Rabbi Phil Lieberman, Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies and Law;
Associate Professor of Religious Studies; A�liated Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies and History

Phil Lieberman is Vanderbilt’s specialist in rabbinic literature. 

Israeli Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh 
Thursday evening, November 29, 2018 @7:00pm

WES & AIPAC partnership

Shabbat Talk– with Professor AJ Levine 
University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies; 
Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies, Vanderbilt

Friday night, December 7, 2018
Services at 6pm, Congregational Latke Shabbat Dinner at 7pm, Speaker at 8pm

Introduction to Judaism Part II - with Rabbi Joshua Kullock
Sundays January 6, 2019 - May 5, 2019

O�ered in partnership with the Miller Introduction to Judaism Program of the American Jewish 
University, the classes comprise the second half of course of study aimed at providing a thorough 
understanding and knowledge of the basic ideas, practices and traditions of the Jewish people. 

Scholar-in-Residence:  Rabbi Shai Held 
Friday/Saturday/Sunday February 8-10, 2019 

Rabbi Shai Held is a theologian, scholar, and educator–and President, Dean, and Chair in Jewish 
Thought at the Hadar Institute, where he also directs the Center for Jewish Leadership and Ideas.

Learning Community 
at West End Synagogue

2018-2019 Adult Education Schedule

To the Editor of the Observer,
This note is in response to a letter 

written by Richard Barnett regarding 
immigrants who “commit a crime” by 
coming to the U.S. illegally.  He states 
that Judaism teaches us to obey laws 
including laws of nations as well as the 
10 commandments.  I belong to an orga-
nization called the Jewish Foundation 
for the Righteous.  It provides financial 
support to poverty stricken members of 
the Righteous Among the Nations.  This 
group of people did not obey the laws 

of Germany which demanded that Jews 
present themselves to the authorities for 
“resettlement” and that non-Jews would 
be penalized (arrested or worse) for fail-
ing to expose these Jews.  Thank G-d 
for their disobeying these laws of their 
nation.  Look at the circumstances of the 
people fleeing to the U.S. and in light 
of this history from WWII ask yourself if 
these people should be considered crimi-
nals and sent back.  Enough said?

Alan F. Bachrach, MD

letter to the editor

Correction on Maccabi Games

An article about the 2018 JCC 
Maccabi Games on page 9 of the 
September Observer gave incor-

rect dates for next year’s games. They 
will be held in Atlanta from July 28-Aug. 
2, 2019. 

Also, the hub for the 2018 games was 
the Merage Jewish Community Center 
of Orange County in Irvine, Calif., not 
Long Beach. The Observer is happy to set 
the record straight.

Please let us know when we need 
to make a correction. Contact Kathy 
Carlson, Kathy@jewishnashville.org.  •

‘Global Day’ to focus on 
Jewish nation, diaspora

This year’s Global Day of 
Jewish Learning, to be held on 
Sunday, Nov. 11, will examine 

the topic “The making of a wandering 
people: How can a nation or a peo-
ple exist in diaspora?” Participants 
will explore how the experience of 
exile has shaped the resilience of the 
Jewish people from biblical times to 
the present day.  

This year’s local chair for the event is 

Alon Diamant-Cohen, a digital anthro-
pologist and project manager. 

This will be the seventh year for the 
event, a project of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. 

For more information, please contact 
Eric Stillman, executive director of the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
eric@jewishnashville.org. •
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LIFE & LEGACY to offer Professional Advisory Council, seminars

Many members of the Nashville 
Jewish community have partic-
ipated in the LIFE & LEGACY 

program, which is sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee in 
partnership with the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. The program started last 
year with the goal of helping Jewish 
congregations and organizations assure 
their financial futures.

To achieve this goal, the Jewish 
Federation and its 13 partner organi-
zations have asked their supporters to 
leave after-lifetime gifts. In the first year 
of the program, participants in LIFE & 
LEGACY have signed letters of intent 
indicating they are planning on leaving 
a legacy gift. 

The goal of the second year of 
LIFE AND LEGACY is to assist partic-
ipants with the process of formalizing 
their intent to leave a legacy gift. To 
help participants complete this part of 
the legacy-creation process, the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville Professional Advisory Council 
(PAC) will be providing a series of four 
seminars open to the entire community 
to enhance the knowledge of opportuni-
ties for maximizing wealth transfers to 
families and for charity for the Nashville 
Jewish community. The PAC includes 
professionals in the areas of accounting, 
law, tax, estate planning, life insurance, 
and investment advising.

These seminars are open to all com-
munity members and serve to enhance 
participants knowledge regarding finan-
cial and estate planning, particularly 
how developing a charitable giving plan 
fits into an overall financial strategy.

Below is a brief outline of semi-
nar topics and dates. Additional infor-
mation can be found in the brochure 
included with this month’s Observer. 
• Seminar 1: Wills, Power of 

Attorney, Trusts
 Thursday, Nov. 15
 7-8:30 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish 

Community Center
• Seminar 2: Financial Planning

 Monday, Dec. 17 
 7-8:30 p.m. at the Gordon JCC
• Seminar 3: Estate Planning and 

Philanthropy – What’s the 
Connection?

 Tuesday, Jan. 29
 7-8:30 p.m. at the Gordon JCC
• Seminar 4: Legacy Options – Life 

Insurance, IRAs, Bequests
 Thursday, Feb. 28
 7-8:30 at the Gordon JCC

Please contact Shannon Small, 
Financial Resource Philanthropic 
Officer with the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, at (615) 354-1651 
or shannon@jewishnashville.org if you 
have any questions. •

Professional Advisory Council members joined together for a networking lunch on 
Sept. 6 and used unique image cards to explore personal meaning related to legacy 
giving. Shown, left to right, are Marty Satinsky, Gilbert Fox, Ralph Levy, Eric Stillman, 
Kimbra Spann, David Heller and Adam Dretler.

Community 
receives 
security grant

The Nashville Jewish community has 
been awarded a $100,000 security 
grant from the State of Tennessee’s 

Department of Safety and Homeland 
Security. The Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee will be providing an 
additional $50,000 of funding to help 
enhance congregational security. 

For more information and for guide-
lines on the grants, please contact Eric 
Stillman, executive director of the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Staff 
of the Jewish Federation and the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center collaborated 
in applying for the grant from the state. •

ed

Learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org
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Congregational news & events

@ Micah

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

Simchat Torah and Newcomers Shabbat
This musical service, set for Friday, Oct. 5, includes dancing with the Torah scrolls. 

Klezmer instruments assist in our celebration as we unwrap and rewrap the Torah on 
this magical Shabbat. Bring your friends to an extended Wine-Down beginning at 5:15 
p.m. Service starts at 6 p.m., with Torah dancing to follow.  

Help others by donating blood 
on Sunday, Oct. 7 

Micah will be hosting an American Red Cross blood drive in the social hall from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To schedule your appointment, log onto redcrossblood.org, and enter 
sponsor code: CHAI. 

@ The Temple
Civil Rights pilgrimage examines 
tragic legacy of lynching

The Tragic American Legacy of Lynching: A Nashville Jewish community sacred 
pilgrimage to the new museum and monument in Montgomery, Ala., takes place on 
Oct. 6. Depart from The Temple at 7 a.m., return 10-11 p.m. Cost is $25 per person. 

Sponsored by The Temple, Gordon Jewish Community Center and Congregation 
Micah with funding from the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. We’ll be visiting the Legacy Museum, National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice, and the Civil Rights Memorial at the Southern Poverty Law Center. Dinner 
and Havdalah in Birmingham. Travel by chartered group bus with separate cost for meals.  

Enjoy an autumn hike plus Havdalah
The Temple’s Worship and Music Committee is presenting Hike & Havdalah on 

Oct. 20 at Percy Warner Park. Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade 
Boulevard at 2:45 p.m., with the hike of the 2.5 mile white trail to begin at 3 p.m. Meet 
at the stone gate entrance to the park at 4:30 p.m. for Havdalah. All ages welcome; 
bring friends and family. If you are not hiking, please meet us for Havdalah.  

Golden Lunch Bunch dates for October 
The Golden Lunch Bunch meets on Oct. 2 and 16 at 11:30 a.m. For more infor-

mation, please contact Marjorie Zager or Anna Sir.  

Tot Shabbat for boys and girls up to age 6 
Come help us celebrate Tot Shabbat for children up to 6 years old and the big 

people who love them! We’ll have songs, crafts, a story, and yummy treats! It all takes 
place on Saturday, Oct. 13 at 10 a.m.  

W.E.L.L group gathers for NJFF matinee 
W.E.L.L-The Temple’s Women. Engaged. Living. Learning  group will be attend-

ing the Monday Matinee at the Jewish Film Festival on Oct. 15 at 11:30. Please go to 
http://nashvillejff.net/ for tickets.  

West End Clergy Group to hold panel discussion  
The West End Clergy Group has organized a panel discussion to be held on 

Tuesday, Oct. 2 at 7 p.m. The topic is “The Soul of America:  The Battle for Our Better 
Angels.” Join us at The Temple as Rabbi Schiftan leads an interfaith discussion on Jon 
Meacham’s optimistic message for a divided America in his newest book. 

Meacham is a former executive editor and executive vice president at Random 
House. He is a contributing writer to The New York Times Book Review, a contrib-
uting editor to Time magazine, and a former editor-in-chief of Newsweek. He is also 
the author of several books including his 2009 Pulitzer Prize winner, “American Lion: 
Andrew Jackson in the White House.”

 

Town Hall Meeting with Mayor Briley 
The Temple’s Town Hall Meetings are an ongoing series focusing on current issues 

of communal concern, as seen through a variety of different (and often opposing) points 
of view, all done in the spirit of an open, civil, respectful and honest dialogue. The 
Temple will host Nashville Mayor David Briley on Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. Dr. Frank Boehm 
will be meeting moderator.

Briley is the eighth mayor of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County and is a native of Nashville.  

His early education included Glendale Elementary School, Lipscomb Middle 
School, and Montgomery Bell Academy.  

After earning his bachelor’s degree from Georgetown University, Briley lived in 
Latin America, where he volunteered as a teacher and became fluent in Spanish. He 
completed his Juris Doctorate at Golden Gate University in San Francisco and received 
honors for administrative and environmental law, practicing as an attorney prior to 
becoming mayor. 

Briley was elected to serve as an at-large Metro Council member from 1999 to 
2007. He was the vice chair of the Metro Council Budget and Finance Committee 
and held seats on the Personnel, Public Information, Human Relations and 
Housing Committee, the Traffic and Parking Committee, and the Greenways 
Committee. 

Help keep folks warm in Nashville this winter
The Temple is holding a coat and warm clothing drive from Oct. 19-28. This 

year we will again be collecting children’s coats, mittens, scarves and gloves, and 
adult coats.  Adult items will go to the Room in the Inn. Children’s items will go 
to the Martha O’Bryan Center. Please bring your donations to The Temple any day 
during these dates.  

Drinks and a movie with NEXT DOR
 The Temple’s NEXT DOR group presents Drinks and a Movie at the Nashville 

Jewish Film Festival on Thursday, Oct. 11. Featured film is “The Cakemaker.” There’s 
cake tasting at 6 p.m. and movie at 7 p.m. NEXT DOR welcomes singles, couples 
and young families ages 22-40. For more information, please contact Rabbi Michael 
Shulman, (615) 352-7620.

Compete for top honors in Mah Jongg
Our Mah Jongg tournament on Sunday, Oct. 7, will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Fee of $50 includes lunch and snacks all day, prizes too.  You may sign up at temple-
nashville.org or mail check to Temple.   

Donate blood on Oct. 21
The Temple will hold a blood drive on Oct. 21 from 9 a.m., with the last appoint-

ment scheduled for 1 p.m. (It takes approximately one hour to donate.) Give blood. 
Give life. Every two seconds someone in the United States needs blood. About 44,000 
pints of blood are needed in the United States every day. Almost everyone will know 
someone in their lifetime who has needed blood. 

Questions? Contact: Peako at peako.jenkins@gmail.com (205)915-8505 Or Brian 
at brianbauer247@gmail.com (847) 858-1088 

A Woman’s Circle – Friday, Oct. 19 at noon  
A monthly opportunity to grow your soul, meet with other women and engage with 

sacred text. Rabbi Laurie challenges your intellect through study and conversation on 
Jewish and other relevant topics. All are welcome. Bring a friend. Lunch is provided. 
RSVP to Rabbi Laurie Rice at lrice@congregationmicah.org 

ReJEWvenation Class – Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Rabbi Laurie will lead this six-week dive into what it means to be Jewish and live 

a Jewish life. This course is for all learning levels curious about Jewish tradition. The 
course is $20 for Micah members and $100 for non-members. 

Adult Hebrew classes begin on Oct. 24
Class starts at 6 p.m. Cost is $50 for members, $75 for non-members. RSVP for the 

class online before October 12.  
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Congregational news & events

@ West End
Simchat Torah dinner and Torah procession

West End Synagogue will hold a Simchat Torah dinner and Torah procession on 
Oct. 1. Dinner starts at 5:45 p.m., with Ma’ariv at 6:30 p.m. followed by the Torah 
procession. Cost is $10 per person with a family maximum of $25. There’s no charge 
for children age 3 and under.

RSVP to office@westendsyn.org 

Torah, Talmud study groups taking place 
this fall

Talmud On Tuesdays with Rabbi Joshua Kullock takes place following morning 
minyan, from 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Torah for Women with Rabbi Joshua Kullock takes place on the first Wednesday 
of each month from 11 a.m.-noon. Focus is on the Book of Exodus. 

Torah for Men with Rabbi Joshua Kullock takes place on the second Thursday of 
each month at noon. Focus is on the Book of Samuel. 

Introduction to Shabbat Prayer
This seven-part series will be led by Cantor Sarah Levine.
Each Shabbat morning for 7 weeks from 8:30-9:15 a.m., we will examine a different 

part of the Shabbat liturgy. Discover the structure of each service, learn why we pray 
the way we do and find meaning in text beyond the English translation. Whether you 
attend one session or all seven, you will come away with a better understanding of what 
it means to pray as a Jew and you may even find your own spiritual voice. 

Individual weekly topics include the following: 
• Oct. 13 - Kabbalat Shabbat: How do we welcome in the Shabbas Bride? 
• Oct. 20 - Birchot Hashachar and P’sukei D’zimra: A calming way to start the day 
• Oct. 27 - Shacharit: Blessings of Creation, Love, and Liberation 
• Nov. 3 - Amidah: “The Oreo Cookie” 
• Nov. 10 - Torah Service: The Reenactment of Receiving Torah from Mt. Sinai 
• Nov. 17 - Musaf: The Additional Service 
• Dec. 1 - Mincha and Ma’ariv: Ending Shabbat The Way We Began 
 

Former German diplomat to speak
Former German diplomat Stefan Schluter will speak at West End Synagogue 

on Saturday morning, Oct. 20, at 11 a.m. on the topic “How Germany is coming to 
terms with its past: How this reflects on Germany’s current relationships with Israel 
and the US.” 

@ Chabad
Alon Aviel to talk about therapeutic 
Israeli equine programs

The Jewish National Fund and Chabad of Nashville are pleased to invite the 
Nashville community to hear Alon Aviel of Red Mountain Therapeutic Riding Center, 
on Monday, Oct. 22 at 6 p.m. at Chabad of Nashville, 95 Bellevue Rd.

As part of its focus on ensuring that no member of Israeli society is left behind, 
the Jewish National Fund provides therapeutic horseback riding at the Red Mountain 
Therapeutic Riding Center located at Kibbutz Grofit in the Arava Valley in Israel. The 
center offers weekly horseback riding therapy to nearly 200 children and adults with 
physical and mental disabilities as well as emotional and behavioral issues.

Therapeutic riding has been widely used since the early 1950s as a tool for improv-
ing the lives of people with a range of cognitive, physical, and emotional impairments. 
Since its establishment in 1996, RMTC has worked towards the development and 
advancement of this unique therapy in the southern Arava, making it accessible to the 
population of a remote region that lacks many other essential medical services.

This will be an informative evening on learning about what therapeutic riding can 
do for you. To RSVP please email: RSVPSE@jnf.org. For further information, please 
contact Kate Smith at ksmith@jnf.org

Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
Communicators presented in October

Chabad of Nashville presents a new opportunity of learning with its fall 2018 
course, “Seven Habits of Highly Effective Communicators.”

In Jewish philosophy, communication is more than just a tool: it is who we are. 
Humans are defined as communicative beings with a communicative soul, and aligning 
ourselves with this soul is our raison d’être.

Communication is not just another self-help topic. It is how we live up to our truest 
selves—how we become the best father, mother, sister, brother, child, spouse, coworker, 
boss, employee, and friend we can possibly be. Jewish teachings are filled with insights 
that unlock the secrets of communication as well as powerful ideas that help us under-
stand the power of a word and how to unleash its force constructively and impactfully.

How do we communicate with other people? With some people, we have con-
flict; with others, it’s easy to get along. This series features Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of 
Chabad of Nashville, who will guide the students through practical tips for healthier 
communication using the wisdom teachings of Jewish mysticism, or Kabbalah.

“Seven Habits of Highly Effective Communicators” will contrast Jewish thought 
with scientific discovery to unearth the essence of communication. This course will 
explore practical tips to achieving deep and open communication, from developing 
active listening skills, understanding the power of words, learning impactful commu-
nication tools, learning how to influence others, and discovering how to prevent and 
resolve conflict through communication.

“Seven Habits of Highly Effective Communicators” is designed to appeal to peo-
ple at all levels of Jewish knowledge, including those without any prior experience or 
background in Jewish learning. All of Chabad of Nashville’s courses are open to the 
public, and attendees need not be affiliated with a particular synagogue, temple, or 
other house of worship.

Registration can be found at chabadnashville.com or call (615) 480-4731. Those 
interested are welcome to try the first lesson free of charge and with no obligation.

Register by October 22 for the early bird course fee of $49 which includes the student 
textbook, after that the course fee is $69.00. For more information about this course and 
other upcoming events at Chabad of Nashville please go to chabadnashville.com

The Love Rabbi is coming to Nashville
What happens when a rabbinical matchmaker, a Hasidic couple and a single, 

explore the precise meaning of humanity’s most powerful word? Using downright 
silliness, the film “Kosher Love” reveals that we’re all the same in our search for love. 
Discover how ancient religious perspectives on love and marriage can be charmingly 
refreshing

Join Chabad of Nashville and the Nashville Jewish film Festival in watching 
“Kosher Love,” produced by Academy Award winning producer Frederic Bohbot, on 
Thursday, Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. at the the Belcourt Theatre in Hillsboro Village.

This quirky and playful documentary looks at the tension between trying to find 
true love and a Bible- instructed marriage within our modern world. The film shadows 
a rabbinical matchmaker, a young Hasidic couple and a religious rapper as they explore 
love, marriage and the concept of soul mates.

Following the film, viewers will have the opportunity to meet “The Love Rabbi,” 
Rabbi Yisrael Bernath from Montreal, for a discussion on “Kosher Love” and a debut of 
Nashville’s Jewish dating website for Jewish singles, jnashville.com.

 “Kosher Love” hopes to reveal that our humanity binds us in this most universal 
of endeavors, our search for love.

For more information or to purchase ticket go to http://nashvillejff.net/

Congregation Beit Tefilah President Doug Revere (left), Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel and 
Eric Stillman, executive director of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, at the Rosh Hashanah dinner at Chabad of Nashville. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK MALKIN
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By SHARON BEN AMI
Community Shlicha

A couple of months ago a friend of 
mine (shout out to Dina) asked 
me if I chat with the Uber drivers, 

or do I not make an 
effort knowing that I 
am not going to see 
them again. For those 
of you who may know 
me, you might have 
noticed I’m a chatty 
person, so naturally 
my answer was YES - 
I do chat with the Uber drivers. I think 
that encounters with Uber drivers offers 
an inside look to the people of the city 
you’re in. Every driver has a unique story. 
Some are musicians, some are retired and 
some between jobs.

Although I like to hear those stories, 
sometimes those encounters can be - how 
to put it in an American way - interesting.  
One driver first refrained from talking to 
me and I had a feeling that he thought I 
was Latin, maybe because I was singing 
to the reggaeton music that was playing 
on the radio. I actually like when people 
assume I am from Latin America, and 
always take it as a compliment, since it 
is such a rich, happy culture. But later, 
coming from that driver, it didn’t feel like 
a compliment. Once I worked into the 
awkward conversation that I am Israeli, 

Sharing With Sharon 
Iron lion Zion

Iron: On an identity strong like iron in or out of Zion

Sharon Ben Ami

his eyes opened with wonder and he went 
on about Israel being the greatest country. 
I wasn’t sure how to take it after him being 
so reluctant to talk to me up to that point. 

On a different occasion, I went on 
an Uber and this time I was the reluctant 
one to speak, realizing that the driver was 
from the Middle East. I knew the blue eye 
chain hanging from his mirror; I own one 
of those. He sounded and looked just like 
my father but even though that was the 
case, I was acting out of fear. He knows 
where I live and I am not sure what he 
thinks of Israelis. 

This time he was the chatty one and 
while reflecting on my behavior, I decid-
ed to push through the fear and hope that 
this is just my prejudice, be my chatty 
natural self and answer ‘Israel’ when he 
asked where I am from. ... Silence. 

I continued in Arabic: ‘Wallah kulu 
min Allah’ which means: We are all from 
G-d. His eyes opened with wonder. I 
explained that in some ways, I am an Arab 
too. The awkward silence continued, but 
he got me to my destination safely and we 
departed with ‘Salaam alaykum.’  

That was just an example of when 
Israelis have the conflict within them-
selves whether to defend their identity or 
defend themselves when abroad. Courage 
grows from challenging the fear, standing 
up for who you are with pride for an iden-
tity strong like iron. To me, this is what it 
means to be from Zion.   

Lion in Zion: 
An inspiration from a true fighter 

What was your lowest point? Did you 
ever feel as if life is just too big for you? 

I did, too. 
But some people are bigger than life.  

They are unique like unicorns and you’re 
lucky if you encounter one once in your 
lifetime; their effect on you is timeless. 

I got to meet a unicorn. His name 
was Bar Lavie Ouli Z”L. 

Bar Lavie was the sweetest, most 
loveable child, and had a very challeng-
ing life. He had a rough start, being a 
survivor of a terror attack by the age of 4, 
and diagnosed with a rare type of leuke-
mia by the age of 14. He fought for his life 
like a lion, and made the most of the time 
that he had on this earth. He insisted on 
studying and finishing his matriculation 
exams that he couldn’t complete with his 
classmates due to treatments. He insisted 

on contributing to his country after the 
Israeli Defense Forces and the police 
refused to recruit him as a soldier; he 
found his way to contribute by volunteer-
ing in the past two years as an assistant 
to the Jerusalem mayor, Nir Barkat. He 
never missed a basketball game of his 
favorite team, Hapoel Yerushalaim, and 
he was always in love, with a girlfriend 
by his side. 

Bar Lavie kept on going and he 
fought with every fiber of his being. Sadly, 
he lost the battle, but Bar Lavie’s legacy 
lives on - the will to live life to the full-
est, contribute to the community, always 
treating life with humor and being kind.

 Bar Lavie was a true Zionist, and it 
showed in his funeral. Hundreds of people 
came to say their final goodbye, including 
the mayor of Jerusalem and the captain of 
Bar’s favorite basketball team. In Hebrew, 
Lavie means lion, and he fought like a 
lion in Zion. 

To be a Zionist means not only to 
love the land of Zion, Israel, but to love 
the people of Israel. The establishment 
of Israel was meant to build a strong 
community based on love and care. That 
manifested in Bar Lavie’s spirit and in the 
love that people showed him before and 
after his death. 

Rest in peace my Lion, Bar Lavie 
Ouli z”l, 8/12/1997-8/29/2018.  

I would like to thank the Nashville 
community for the warm embrace you 
gave me during this hard time. May we 
never know any more sorrow. •

Bar Lavie Ouli

By DEBORAH OLESHANSKY
Community Relations Director

As we move from the introspec-
tion and reflection of Yom 
Kippur to the joy and celebration 

of Sukkot, the words from the High 
Holiday Machzor are still very fresh in 
my mind.  Mishkan Hanefesh, Machzor 
for the Days of Awe, includes a beautiful 
prayer, Chesbon HaNefesh, Introspection 
and Silent Confession.  The prayer is 
divided into sections and moves from 
reflection of harm done to myself, harm 
done to my family and friends, harm done 
to the Jewish people.  It also includes this 
section:

I reflect on the harm I have done to the 
world around me:

• through my failure to take time to 
educate myself about complex social 
problems

• through my failure to do my part as an 
active citizen and make my voice heard

• through resigning myself to the way 
things are, rather than working for 
change.
The Community Relations 

Committee, under the leadership of Leslie 
Kirby, is keenly aware of our role and 
responsibility to the world, and intends to 
help anyone interested in learning more 
about complex issues, ways to become 

CRC Update
Moving forward after the Holy Days

active citizens, and opportunities to work 
for change.
Upcoming events

• Monday, Oct. 8: U.S. House of 
Representatives Tennessee District 7 
Candidate Forum with Justin Kanew 
and a representative for Mark Green, 
moderated by David Plazas, 7 p.m., 
Gordon Jewish Community Center

• Thursday, Oct. 11: Nashville Jewish 
Film Festival, Israeli film, “The 
Cakemaker,” 7 p.m., Belcourt Theatre

• Wednesday, Nov. 7: Linda Scherzer 
program for high school students, 
“Israel and Media Bias,” 6 p.m., The 
Temple

• Thursday, Nov. 8: Anti-Semitism 
panel, co-sponsored with Vanderbilt 
Jewish Studies, 7 p.m., Vanderbilt 
campus
For information on the work of the 

CRC please contact Deborah Oleshansky, 
deborah@jewishnashville.org •

Correction from September Observer

The Better Angels event mentioned 
for Monday, Oct. 29 will not be held 
at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center.  For details or information 
please contact Deborah Oleshansky 
deborah@jewishnashville.org •
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Hannah G. Solomon Award Honoring Jackie Tepper

WAYS AND MEANS FUNDRAISER

Wednesday, Nov 7, 2018  6:30pm

Thist le  Farms Cafe
5122 Charlotte Pike
Nashvi l le ,  TN 37205

Valet  Provided

WAWAYSSS AAAND MEANS FUNDRAISESER

NC JW, NASHVILLE SECTION
INVITES YOU TO

Vanderbilt to host 
anti-Semitism roundtable
Vanderbilt Jewish Studies will col-

laborate with the Community 
Relations Committee of the Jewish 

Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee to bring 
three scholars to Vanderbilt for a round-
table discussion titled “Anti-Semitism in 
Contemporary American Politics.”

The event, moderated by Jewish 
Studies director Prof. Allison Schachter, 
will take place on the evening of 
Thursday, November 8 at 7 p.m. in the 
Central Library Community Room on 
Vanderbilt’s campus. 

“We organized this event because 
of the increasing visibility of anti-Sem-
itism in American political discourse,” 
Schachter said. “This includes political 
discussions defining anti-Semitism in 
Congress, as well as the rising visibility of 
neo-Nazism (the 2017 violent protests in 
Charlottesville, for example). We want to 
help the Vanderbilt and Nashville com-
munity make sense of these developments 

in a broader historical and political lens.”
The three scholars are:

• Pamela Nadell – Patrick Clendenen 
Chair in Women’s and Gender History 
and Director of the Jewish Studies 
Program at American University;

• Barry Trachtenberg – Michael R. and 
Deborah K. Rubin Presidential Chair 
of Jewish History, Associate Professor 
of History, and the Director of the 
Program in Jewish Studies at Wake 
Forest University; and

• Jonathan Judaken – Spence L. Wilson 
Chair in Humanities, Professor of 
History at Rhodes College.

Jewish Studies is an academic pro-
gram at the College of Arts and Science 
at Vanderbilt University that provides 
students with a wide array of approaches 
to Jewish experiences, and asks larger 
questions about cultural and religious 
identity, minority experience, and dias-
poric community. For more information 
contact jewishstudies@vanderbilt.edu. •

Mark these upcoming events on your calendar
• Oct. 1 through Oct. 5 – ‘Under One Roof’ 

Art Exhibit in the Pargh Auditorium, 
Gordon Jewish Community Center

• Oct. 3 – Opening Night, Nashville 
Jewish Film Festival, Belcourt Theatre

• Oct. 5 – Nashville Jewish Entrepreneurs 
Forum inaugural meeting; 8-10 a.m., 
Library, Gordon Jewish Community 
Center

• Oct. 6 – Nashville Community Civil 
Rights Tour

• Oct. 7 – B’nai Tzedek Teen Philanthropy 
Board planning session, 2-4 p.m., 
Library, Gordon JCC

• Oct. 11 – Vanderbilt Hillel Alumni 
Reception, 4-6 p.m., Ben Schulman 
Center for Jewish Life on Campus

• Oct. 11 – Evening Talk with Steven 
Zipperstein on topic of “Pogroms and 
the Media,” 7-8:45 p.m., Gordon JCC 
Board Room

• Oct. 14 – Athens of the South AZA 
Community Service Project, 3-5:45 
p.m., Gordon JCC outdoor fields

And check the website of the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, www.
jewishnashville.org, for more information.
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MAKES ITS TRIUMPHANT  
RETURN TO NASHVILLE
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ADVERTORIALS

Comfort food plus comfortable 
atmosphere at Noshville

At Noshville Delicatessen, the goal is simple: To prepare and serve the high-
est-quality food in a friendly, comfortable atmosphere.  

Noshville is not only a delicious place to visit for breakfast, lunch and dinner, but 
it’s also great for catering. Whether you are getting together at the office or entertaining 
at home, Noshville will customize any menu to meet your individual needs, offering a 
wide variety of assorted trays, platters and box lunches.  

Noshville is also available for restaurant rental for anything from wedding rehearsal 
dinners and receptions to bar and bat mitzvah celebrations. We provide the perfect 
combination of food, service and atmosphere for any occasion.  

Stop by for your Make your Mother Happy…Eat and Enjoy Experience. Noshville 
is located in the heart of Green Hills at 4014 Hillsboro Circle, and the A/B Terminal 
of the Nashville International Airport. So come see why we have been voted Best 
Delicatessen for over two decades and remember Noshville is an eating experience, not 
just a place to eat! Visit our website at www.noshville.com for more details. 

 

The Tin Angel offers modern cuisine, 
historic West End venue

The Tin Angel, located in the heart of the West End/Vanderbilt neighborhood, 
has long been a leading force in Nashville’s vibrant urban restaurant scene. 

Opened by Vicki and Rick Bolsom in 1993, Tin Angel is housed in one of the 
few historical landmark buildings on West End Avenue. The building itself has been 
carefully restored, from its brick walls and floors and the freestanding fireplace, built of 
brick salvaged from old Church Street, to its period tin ceilings. 

Antique cafe tables, library chairs and the built-on-site walnut bar warm the 
already cozy room.  

The restaurant’s focus is chef-driven modern American cuisine with French, Italian 
and Latin influences, using local, sustainable and organic sources whenever possible and 
excellent casual fine dining service. 

The menu changes seasonally and specials are offered daily along with weekly prix 
fixe dinners.  

The wine list is designed to complement the menu and as a part of a complete bar 
with modern and classic drinks. 

Our goal is simply stated: great food and excellent service in a comfortable art-filled 
environment at reasonable prices.  

Come to Maggiano’s Little Italy 
for all of your events 

Maggiano’s Little Italy, located on West End Avenue, would love to host your 
event! We are known for our spacious ballroom, elegant décor and made-from-scratch 
Italian food. We can accommodate any dietary need, including kosher-style dining. 
Whether it’s a small business meeting or large gathering, we have got you covered. We 
also have free parking that is easy to access and in-house AV equipment for your event. 
Don’t forget our main dining room for a small lunch or dinner, or catering to any off-site 
events you are planning. We want to make you and your guests feel special. Call us at 
(615) 514-0280 for more information. 

Continued on page 14
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chocolate in
Complex dark chocolate swirled with 
sweet white chocolate, there’s something 
for everyone in this dessert nirvana. Dip 
juicy strawberries, fresh pineapple, rich 
cheesecake and more for an unforgettable 
end to your fondue experience. 

Yin & Yang 
Chocolate Fondue

Togetherness is our Secret Ingredient 
Book Four-Courses of Family Fondue Fun Today

166 2nd Ave N, Ste A | Historic Second Avenue | Nashville, TN | 615-742-4970 

MELTINGPOT.COM

ADVERTORIALS

Continued from page 13
 

Fond of fondue? 
The Melting Pot is your place

Before Nashville was “Nashville,” somebody had to see the potential of what is 
one of the hottest destinations in the country.  In 1994, Mark and Carla Rosenthal 
saw the potential for redeveloping Historic Second Avenue and downtown. They 
envisioned bringing fondue-style dining to 2nd Avenue. The Rosenthals had fall-
en in love with the Melting Pot as their favorite place to dine and as a business 
concept. They also brought their expertise and backgrounds in restaurants, wine, 
marketing and years of personal savings to take a chance and realize their Nashville 
fondue dream. 

Today the Melting Pot is still where fun is cooked up fondue style. The Melting Pot 
became and remains a local favorite for romance and celebrations. 

The fondue menu offers a variety of four-course and à la carte menu options.  
Cheese fondues are prepared tableside with custom artisan Emmi Roth cheeses, plus 
crusty breads, soft pretzels, fruits, vegetables and Italian charcuterie for dipping and 
dunking.  Fresh salads are served while your entrée fondue pot heats up or you can 
try NEW tabletop grilling. Guest simmer bite-size morsels of steak, chicken and more 
directly from flavored pots.  All entrees are accompanied with a playground of sauces 
and cornucopia of vegetables. 

Chocolate fondue is the finale served with a decadent array of dippers.  Craft cock-
tails, thoughtfully selected wines and brews round out the experience.  Fondue-style 
dining inspires intimate rich conversation that somehow brings you closer to family and 
friends.  The Rosenthals invite you to Second Avenue for some fondue fun.  

Experience Brazilian steakhouse 
flair at Rodizio Grill

Rodizio Grill is an authentic Brazilian Steakhouse, offering unlimited appetizers, 
a large gourmet salad, side and hot dish area and endless carving parade of rotisserie 
grilled steaks, lamb, pork chicken and fish carved tableside.  The atmosphere is a lively 
refined yet unpretentious setting on Historic Second Avenue.   

In 2009 The Mark and Carla Rosenthal foresaw a second renaissance of Nashville 
and decided to invest in Nashville again, this time with the flavors and abundance 
of the Brazilian steakhouses (churrascaria) they had visited in their travels.  The 
Rosenthals became friends with Rodizio Grill owner and founder Ivan Utrera.   Ivan’s 
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warm personality and delicious recipes from his home in southern Brazil closed the deal 
for the Rosenthals’ quest for a Brazilian partner.  

The restaurant embraces the natural beauty of soaring brick walls and view over-
looking Nissan Stadium, home of the Tennessee Titans.  Rodizio offers an authentic 
Brazilian dining experience with the added dash of Southern hospitality.  The experi-
ence includes endless appetizers, a 50-item gourmet salad area and parade of rotisserie 
grilled cuts carved tableside by gauchos (meat carvers).  

You don’t want to miss the hand-muddled Caipirinha, Brazil’s national cocktail, 
though there are plenty of other treats from the bar including a South American and 
Napa-focused wine list, Brazilian and local brews and plenty of crafty potions.  The 
concept has proved to be a popular addition for locals, tourists and corporate event 
planners and the occasional Bar Mitzvah.  Rodizio can accommodate parties of 150 or 
more with private rooms and bars available.  

Synergy Realty offers tips on downtown 
eateries, plus real estate insight

Franklin and Lana Pargh of Synergy Realty Network want to help you experience 
downtown Nashville’s best dining, entertainment...and of course, real estate!  Here are 
some of their favorites:   

Pinewood Social. If you’ve never been, you really must check out this show stopper 
owned by Ben and Max Goldberg of Strategic Hospitality. You’ll find great food, stylish 
decor, an actual bowling alley, a wading pool and some of the best cocktails in town.  

Ellington’s Midway. Jewish community member Ethan Orley recently opened 
up this 4th-floor indoor/outdoor restaurant at the beautiful Fairlane Hotel (also home 
to the Mile End Deli). Serving “nostalgic mid-20th-century staples with a modern 
panache,” Ellington’s offers beautiful wrap-around views overlooking Nashville’s 
unique downtown landscape.  

House of Cards. Located under the Johnny Cash museum in the heart of down-
town, this newcomer will delight you with a magic-centered dinner followed by an 
actual magic show. There’s a strict dress code (no jeans, for example) so check out their 
website before you go.  

Geist. Just five minutes from the heart of downtown, this Germantown hot spot is 
located in a former century-old blacksmith shop. Geist offers innovative dining, classic 
cocktails and it even has a champagne garden – now, that’s entertaining!   

If you like to be right in the center of the action – or want to invest in a rental 
opportunity, look no further than our own Downtown or surrounding neighborhoods 
such as the Gulch and Germantown. Give us a call, text us or send us an email at 
Franklin@pargh.com or Lana@pargh.com (website is www.pargh.com). We’d be happy 
to help! 

Continued on page 16

 21 White Bridge Rd
Belle Meade

615.356.0001

Mon - Thur 11am - 9pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 10pm

Sun 11am - 8pm

Take Away | www.EatAtPortaVia.com | Catering

Authentic Italian Cuisine Since 1989

Tennessee’s Only VPN Certified 
Neapolitan Pizza
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Continued from page 15

Porta Via launches new menu 
items this month

Since 1989, Belle Meade’s Porta Via Ristorante e Bar has been serving West 
Nashville’s finest authentic, Italian cuisine; Tennessee’s only VPN-certified Neapolitan 
pizza; delicious, house-made gelato; and the area’s best selection of fine wines, cocktails, 
and liqueurs. 

In October, Porta Via will be launching several all-new menu items, featuring 
the Caprese Burrata, the Cobb Mediterranean Salad, Spicy Chicken Sausage Rapini, 
Eggplant Parmigiana, Cod Mediterranean, and a delectable homemade Panna Cotta. 

With passionate attention to detail, Chef Giovanni’s culinary team uses only 
the highest-quality, freshest ingredients to prepare recipes that have been handed 
down from generation to generation. What’s more, Porta Via is the only restaurant in 
Tennessee (Certificato No. 350) to be certified by Naples, Italy’s Associazone Verace 
Pizza Napoletana (AVPN) for protecting the art and tradition of authentic, Neapolitan 
pizza making. 

Inside Porta Via, guests are instantly drawn to the quaint yet sophisticated, Italian 
surrounds, featuring Florentine plaster walls; a classic, cherry pergola; a full-service bar; 
and classic, tiled fountain that accepts coins in exchange for wishes. Comfortable booths 
and standard seating are available to accommodate a daily crowd of regulars, first-time 
visitors, and enthusiastic tourists that placed Porta Via on their Nashville to-do list. 

We look forward to serving you. Buon Appetito! 

RED Spirits & Wine: 
Staying the course 

This September has brought us to 
our six-year anniversary at RED Spirits & 
Wine.  They say that time flies when you 
are having fun and it’s true because it has 
been a pleasure for us to serve the Bellevue 
area and the Nashville community through-
out.  While there are many things that have 
changed, our mission at RED remains con-
stant, which is to provide the finest selection 
of product choices in a modern atmosphere 
along with the best customer experience in 
the industry.  As we begin our seventh year 
of service, we invite you to enjoy shopping 
with us in store as well as exploring new 
conveniences with Special Event planning 
and delivery services to complement the best 
in wines, spirits, beer, mixers and cigars for 
any occasion.  Thank you for choosing RED!  

Be the perfect guest 
with a gift from The 
Temple Gift Shop 

The Temple Gift Shop offers easy one-
stop shopping.  It’s the place to go when you 
are looking for that unique gift, whether for 
the holidays, B’nai Mitzvot, weddings, Bris 
or baby namings, or a special gift for a Friday 
night Shabbat host. 

You will find gift-giving made easy with 
our wonderful new selections and you might 
just find something for yourself.  We are 
happy to take special orders.  

Please support
the businesses that 

advertise in the 
Observer and help support 
our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...
you saw their ad here!

Learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org
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Buying and selling a house is a 
very personal experience, 

which requires trust, 
the ability to listen, 

and a passion for 
understanding a client’s 

preferences and goals. 
As a Nashville native with 

nine years of experience 
helping people live their 

dream, I would love to help 
guide you through the 

process of finding, selling, 
renovating, or designing 

your home.

My architectural background 
and appreciation for 
structure, design, and 
engineering will support 
you in making solid 
decisions when 
purchasing, selling, or 
renovating a home. 
I am resourceful, creative, 
and pride myself on 
going above and beyond 
to achieve your real estate 
goals. In fact, many of my 
satisfied clients have become 
my dearest friends.

LANA PARGH
615.504.2685
lana@pargh.com

BUYING, SELLING, & INVESTING

PARGH.COM 
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE IS WHAT WE DO

FRANKLIN PARGH
615.351.7333

franklin@pargh.com

1585 Mallory Lane, Ste. 103    Brentwood, TN 37027
Office: 615.271.2424  Fax: 615.371.2429    synergyrealtynetwork.com

We would love to hear from you.

          Call, email, or text us any time!

ADVERTORIALS

West Meade Wine & Liquor now offers 
locally sourced foods

West Meade Wine & Liquor Mart has been a staple of the Nashville community 
since we opened our doors in 1975. Specializing in wine, spirits and craft beer, we have 
been your go-to shop for years, but recently we have expanded our services to include 
many food options. 

We have partnered with Coco’s Italian Market, KLD Farms out of Ashland City, 
Dessert Designs, Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese, The Corner Market and many more to 
bring you the best of locally sourced food. 

Along with all your unique and hard to find wine and spirits, WMWLM is home to 
400-plus craft beers including all of your local Tennessee favorites. Our staff is friendly, 
knowledgeable and has over 85 years of combined wine and spirits experience. 

Whether it’s a Friday night staying in or going out on the town with your crew, 
let WMWLM pick out the perfect bottle for the perfect occasion just for you. We hold 
in-store tastings every Friday from 4-6 pm and host special events periodically through-
out the year. We’re very social, so be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Untappd, and online at WestMeadeWine.com. 

Come see us at the split of Hwy 70 and Hwy 100 and as always, Drink Different. 
Cheers! 
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Bar Or family brings dream to Nashville
By KATHY CARLSON

Eitan and Tal Bar Or, like many oth-
ers in Nashville, arrived with a big 
dream. 

Their dream, however, doesn’t 
involve music or entertainment; their 
dream is to unite and uplift the entire 
Nashville Jewish community together 
through the study of Jewish texts. They 
will do this by providing more opportu-
nities to study Torah in the community, 
tailored to the community’s interests. 

They and their four young children 
arrived in Nashville in August from Israel. 
They are our community’s first Torah 
MiTzion family, here to teach Hebrew and 
Torah to people of all ages and to nurture 
their connection with Israel. They will 
live here for at least two years.

“For our kids it’s an adventure to 
go into the supermarket and see what is 
kosher,” Tal said. Coming to a different 
country has opened their minds. The Bar 
Ors are native Israelis.

“Our home is in Israel,” Eitan said. 
“It’s important for our kids to meet dif-
ferent communities and know people all 
over the world.” He and Tal are happy 
to do their part to connect Israel to Jews 
around the world. Nashville offers a spe-
cial opportunity because of the strong 
connections among all streams of Judaism 
here, Tal said. 

Eitan Bar Or is a rabbi who has 
worked as a teacher and officiated at wed-
dings; Tal is a special education teacher.  
Both Bar Ors will be wearing lots of differ-
ent hats in Nashville.

Both Eitan and Tal teach Hebrew 

and Jewish studies at Akiva and at the 
Jewish Middle School. In a recent pro-
gram about Selichot at an assembly at 
Akiva, the Bar Ors shared with students a 
video of people in Israel marking Selichot 
at the Kotel, singing together and com-
pared that with what the students do in 
Nashville. Students and teachers were 
engaged in the lesson.

In addition, they are forming a B’nei 
Akiva Youth Movement group and hope 
to involve local Jewish students in third 
through seventh grades. The movement 
teaches students about Rabbi Akiva (one 
of Judaism’s greatest sages, who lived in 

the second century of the Common Era) 
and helps them “learn to do good things 
for their community, themselves and their 
friends,” said Tal. 

Eitan leads a weekly lunch-and-learn 
session for staff of the agencies on the JCC 
campus. He says, “Torah is not only to 
educate the mind and brain (but is a way 
for participants to) bring their personality 
to the group to share” and perhaps allow 
friends and colleagues to see them in a 
different light. The sessions will include 
paired learning – chavrutot.

Their work here is organized through 
two different groups, with teaching at 
Akiva School sponsored through the 
World Zionist Organization and activities 
for the larger Jewish community sponsored 
by Torah MiTzion. The Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee also has provided 
financial support.

Uniting all of the Bar Ors’ activities is 
Torah, which applies to all of life and pro-
vides tools to deal with whatever life pres-
ents.  “This kind of Torah … connects to 
life,” they said. “We want to bring it here.”

They encourage community members 
to offer any suggestions they have for their 
shlichut. Both can be reached by email at 
torahmitzion.nashville@gmail.com •

Torah MiTzion program

Torah MiTzion was established in 
1995 to strengthen Jewish communi-
ties around the globe and infusing them 
with the love for Torah, the Jewish 
People and the State of Israel. Over 
the past 22 years Torah MiTzion has 
recruited, trained and dispatched more 
than 1,300 ‘shlichim’ (emissaries) to 
more than 40 Jewish host communities 
in countries on five continents.  These 
shlichim have created Torah study 
centers, empowered youth leadership, 
developed strong bonds to the State 
of Israel, and exemplified an inspiring 
model of commitment to both Judaism 
and Zionism.

North American communi-
ties with Torah MiTzion shlichim 
include Toronto, Montreal, Mexico 
City, Chicago, Memphis, St. Louis 
and Washington, D.C., in addition 
to Nashville, the most recent Torah 
MiTzion community.

Source: www.torahmitzion.org

Teacher emissaries

The World Zionist Organization 
offers a teacher emissary program, one of 
its shlichut or outreach programs.

Its goal is to strengthen Jewish ties 
between the shlichim or emissaries and 
Jewish people in different places across 
the world. 

The WZO looks for dynamic teach-
ers who are committed to the Zionist 
mission and vision, want to promote 
Zionism among Jews of the Diaspora, 
and strongly believe in the power of the 
Hebrew language as a unifying tool for 
the Jewish people. 

Source: www.wzo.org.il

At Akiva School, Tal and Eitan Bar Or 
help make sure that lunchtime goes 
smoothly. 

Plan to attend these October 
events for newcomers 

New to Nashville or to the Jewish 
community in Nashville? Meet 
other new Nashvillians this 

month at two special events designed to 
get people talking: a movie night and a 
Sunday afternoon reception.

On Thursday, Oct. 11, it’s pizza 
and a movie in Hillsboro Village with 
newcomers night at the Nashville Jewish 
Film Festival. Meet at 5:30 p.m. at Pizza 
Perfect, 1602 21st Avenue South. It’s a 
quick walk from there to the Belcourt 
Theatre and a screening of a recent 
Israeli film, “The Cakemaker,” at 7 p.m. 
This film is being presented in part-
nership with The Temple’s Next Dor 
program and the Community Relations 
Committee of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, creating an oppor-
tunity to meet members of these two 
community groups.

RSVP at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
filmfestival. This year’s Nashville Jewish 
Film Festival runs from Oct. 3-Nov. 1.

On Sunday, Oct. 21, from 3:30 to 5 
p.m., the Welcoming Ambassadors of the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee will 
host a reception for all newcomers. It’s 
a family-friendly event; learn where it 
will be held when you RSVP. For more 
information or to say you’ll attend or 
if you know someone we should con-
tact, please get in touch with Michal 

Becker, adult outreach coordinator with 
the Jewish Federation, at (615) 354-1696 
or michal@jewishnashville.org.

Also, if you would like to become a 
Welcoming Ambassador and help those 
new to town get acclimated to life here, 
you can also contact Michal. •

New in town?

Whether you just set foot in 
Nashville yesterday or have lived 

here for a while and are still learning 
the ropes, check out the many activities 
for newcomers offered by the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

There are quarterly receptions 
held on Sunday afternoons throughout 
the year, small-group dinners, and tie-
ins with other community events, such 
as the Nashville Jewish Film Festival 
in the fall.

Check out the New to Jewish 
Nashville Facebook page and our 
web page at jewishnashville.org/wel-
come-to-nashville, or contact Michal 
Becker, (615) 354-1696 or michal@jew-
ishnashville.org, for more information.

If you’d like to reach out to new-
comers as a Welcoming Ambassador 
with the Jewish Federation, please get 
in touch with Michal. 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our community in all ways!

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!

Nearly half of U.S. Jews
don’t identify with organized 
religion, study finds 

NEW YORK (JTA) – Nearly half 
of U.S. Jews do not identify with orga-
nized religion, a new study by the Pew 
Research Center finds.

More than one in five, however, are 
considered “stalwarts”: those who “active-
ly practice their faith, but they also are 
deeply involved in their religious congre-
gations.”

The study defines how people prac-
tice their religion. It only includes Jews 
who define their religion as Judaism, or 
“Jews by religion.”

Conducted last December, the study 
of more than 4,700 respondents has a 
margin of error of 2.3 percent.

Among the seven categories, 45 per-
cent of American Jews are listed in the two 
for the least religious: “religion resisters,” 
who believe in a higher power but have 
negative views of organized religion, or 
“solidly secular,” those who don’t believe in 
God and do not self-define as religious. The 
breakdown is 28 percent as “solidly secular” 
and 17 percent as “religion resisters.”

On the other end of the spectrum, 
21 percent of Jews are “stalwarts.” Eight 
percent are “god-and-country believers,” 
who express their religion through polit-
ical and social conservatism, and 5 per-
cent are “diversely devout,” who follow 
the Bible but also believe in things like 
animism and reincarnation.

The somewhat religious are defined 
as either “relaxed religious” (14 percent), 
those who believe in God and pray but 
don’t engage in many traditional prac-
tices, or “spiritually awake” (8 percent), 
those who hold New Age beliefs and 
believe in heaven and hell.

Americans as a whole are more or 
less evenly divided among the seven 
groups. The largest three groups are “stal-
warts,” “relaxed religious” and “solidly 
secular” at 17 percent each. The small-
est are “god-and-country believers” and 
“religion resisters” at 12 percent each.

“Jewish Americans are the only reli-
gious group with substantial contingents at 
each end of the typology,” the study says. •

To access the Community Calendar,
 go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”
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Akiva students deliver books with Ride for Reading 
Akiva School fifth- and sixth-grad-

ers delivered books last month to 
children at Cockrill Elementary 

School, in the Nations neighborhood 
in West Nashville. The students were 
driven to Frothy Monkey coffee house on 
51st Avenue North where they put a few 
books in their backpacks and then rode 
bikes to the school, about three-quarters 
of a mile away.

The students each chose a book or 
two and then some in the Akiva group 
went back to the classrooms to read aloud. 

Akiva math and science teacher 
Rena Malkofsky-Berger helped organize 
Ride for Reading. She thanked everyone 
who participated, including David Epstein 
for getting all of the bikes on and off of a 
trailer and driving them all back and forth, 
and Eitan Friedman and Robin Haynes, 
who also drove students and, along with 
Epstein, joined on the bike ride.

The next Ride for Reading trip is 
scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 11. • The Akiva Ride for Reading team gathers at the Frothy Monkey coffeehouse.

Students arrive at Cockrill Elementary 
School with plenty of books.

October offers wealth
of art exhibits at JCC
The Gordon Jewish Community 

Center’s October art exhibits 
will feature the work of Noah 

Saterstrom, JFS – Helping Hands – Work 
by Artists with Alzheimer’s, and work by 
senior community artists Eugene Heller, 
Jerry Klein and Eleanor Russell.  There 
will also be a Gordon JCC special exhib-
it: Under One Roof – Welcoming the 
Stranger.

A reception will be held for the 
artists on Wednesday, Oct. 10 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at the JCC, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd.  There will be music by DJ Joseph 
Harris, henna painting by Seemi Rizvi 
along with complimentary food and 
beverage to accompany the event. The 
event is free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact the JCC at 
615.354-1699, Curator Carrie Mills at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to www.
nashvillejcc.org. 

The Janet Levine March Gallery will 
feature the work of Noah Saterstrom, 
a visual artist working in painting, 
drawing, video, animation, essay, and 
text/image collaborations. Raised in 
Mississippi and educated at the Glasgow 
School of Art in Scotland, he currently 
lives in Nashville with his wife, Julia, 
and children Vivian and Guston. His 
paintings and drawings have been shown 
in Nashville and Glasgow as well as in 
New Orleans; Asheville, N.C.; Jackson, 
Miss.; Brooklyn, N.Y.; and Tucson, Ariz. 
He has collaborated with writers, includ-
ing most recently Laynie Browne, Anne 
Waldman and Kate Bernheimer. 

Saterstrom’s work is in collections 
throughout the United States, Scotland, 
England, South Africa, Australia, and 
Japan. He is currently represented by the 
Carol Robinson Gallery (New Orleans), 
Julia Martin Gallery (Nashville), Fischer 
Galleries (Jackson), Blue Spiral 1 
(Asheville).

His upcoming exhibit of drawings, 
“Five Streets,” illustrates a short story 
written by his wife, Julia R. Gordon. 
The tale is a fictionalized amalgam of 
stories she heard throughout her child-
hood about her family’s life in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, under Russian czarist rule in 
the late 19th century rule. Faced with 
czarist oppression and anti-Semitism, 

most of her family fled Vilnius as part of 
the general exodus of European Jewry in 
the early 1900s. Those who stayed were 
ultimately slaughtered under the German 
occupation. Her great-grandmother, 
depicted in the story as the young girl 
unwittingly (at first) ferrying messages for 
the resistance, was one of the first family 
members to escape to New York.

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature the 
work of three senior community artists: 
Eugene Heller, Jerry Klein and Eleanor 
Russell.  The J galleries strive to encom-
pass the multitude of senior artists who 
reside in our community.

The Sig Held Gallery will feature 
work from the Jewish Family Service 
Helping Hands program which has been 
matching community volunteers with 
isolated senior adults in our community 
for friendly visiting since 2004. This pro-
gram was expanded in 2016 to include 
an art program with support from the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. The 
program through which the art on exhibit 
was created is a partnership between JFS 
and the national evidence-based OMA 
(Opening Minds through Art) program. 
More information is on page xx of this 
month’s Observer.

Continuing through Oct. 8, the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center and 
the Nashville Jewish community cele-
brate Sukkot, the Jewish fall harvest festi-
val, with our Sukkah Art Exhibit, Under 
One Roof: “Welcoming the Stranger.” 

This year’s exhibit features col-
laborative works of art created by a 
multitude of organizations and individ-
uals in Nashville, exploring this year’s 
theme Welcoming the Stranger. 

Jews are reminded 36 times in the 
Torah to treat strangers with kindness 
and love them as ourselves. This exhib-
it explores what “loving the stranger” 
means for the invited artists, the Jewish 
community, and the city of Nashville. 

The display is free and open to 
the public in the community sukkah at 
the Gordon JCC during regular business 
hours.

The House Gallery continues to fea-
ture vintage posters of Israel in celebra-
tion of Israel’s 70th birthday. •

NCJW, Nashville Section, 
invites you to Celebration 38

NCJW, Nashville Section, will 
hold its Celebration 38 Ways and 
Means Fundraiser on Wednesday, 

Nov. 7. The event will be held at the 
Café at Thistle Farms, 5122 Charlotte 
Avenue, and will start at 6:30 p.m.

Jackie Tepper will receive the orga-
nization’s Hannah G. Solomon Award, 
which recognizes a woman who has 
helped to change and expand the role of 
other women in vital areas of community 
life, and whose leadership has motivated 
others to fight for change. 

The award commemorates the spirit 
of Hannah G. Solomon, who established 
the National Council of Jewish Women 
in 1893. Ms. Solomon, an early social 
activist, led the organization in its land-
mark battles for laws restricting child 
labor, for child welfare programs and 
for improved housing, education, and 
health care for the poor.

The event is being co-chaired by 
Patricia Straus and Victoria Marger. 

The committee chose the Café 
at Thistle Farms because its mission 
and activities align with the NCJW, 
Nashville Section’s values.

“Thistle Farms is an incredible 
nationally acclaimed program that seeks 
to heal, empower, and employ women 
who have overcome unbelievable hard-
ships and affliction,” Straus said. 

“What better place to host our event 

than one that represents the true mission 
of NCJW, which is to promote individual 
rights and freedoms and to improve the 
quality of life for women, children and 
families, based upon the guiding Jewish 
principle of Tikkun Olam, to repair the 
world,” Marger said.

The Thistle Farms Shop will be open 
and includes a gorgeous bath, body and 
home gift store. The evening will offer food, 
drink and shopping. Thistle Farms’ motto is 
LOVE HEALS. NCJW also believes that 
in the end, love is the most powerful force 
for change in the world, Straus said. 

NCJW invites women to “Party 
with a Purpose.” Money raised from 
this event supports all NCJW commu-
nity projects, including CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates), Kosher 
Food Boxes, Kosher for Passover Food 
Boxes, PG-13 Teen Players, Reach for 
Survivorship at Vanderbilt, Renewal 
House, Senior Friends, Snack Box 
Program, Vanderbilt Hillel Shabbat 
Dinners, Youth Villages Deer Valley. 
NCJW, Nashville Section continues to 
study and explore new projects.

The Café at Thistle Farms is a small 
venue and tickets must be purchased in 
advance. The price is $55 AND a tax-de-
ductible donation minimum of $55. Heavy 
appetizers, beverages and valet parking are 
included. For more information, please 
email nashvillencjw@gmail.com.  •
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GREEN HILLS

B’nai Mitzvah
Sarah Markuson 

Sarah Markuson will become a Bat 
Mitzvah at Congregation Micah on 
Saturday, Oct. 6, at Congregation Micah. 
Sarah is the daughter of Shelly Karam and 
Phil Markuson. She is the granddaughter 
of Dianne and Danny Tunick, and Laurie 
and Buzz Markuson. Sarah is a 7th grader 
at Woodland Middle School. She enjoys 
tumbling and math in her spare time. For 
her Mitzvah project, Sarah worked with 
Room In the Inn.

Eden Naomi Rice 
Eden Naomi Rice 

will become a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, 
Oct. 13, at Congregation 
Micah. She is the daugh-
ter of Philip and Laurie 
Rice and granddaugh-
ter of Dr. Thomas and 
Audrey Rice and Mr. 
Larry and Sue Hochberg. 
She is sister to Shai and Asher. Formerly a 
student at Akiva, Eden is a 7th grade stu-
dent at the University School of Nashville 
who loves to play piano and volleyball and 
can often be found in the kitchen baking 
cookies. Artistic in nature, Eden is brave, 
kind, and thoughtful. Her parents are excit-
ed to welcome her to the bimah - where she 
had her baby naming thirteen years ago - as 
a Bat Mitzvah and thank the community 
for sharing in our joy for the last 13 years.

Lilly Faye Kraemer
Lilly Faye Kraemer will be called to 

the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 
Oct. 20, at 11 a.m. at The Temple. Her 

parents are Janelle and 
Erik Kraemer.  Lilly’s 
grandparents are Hazel 
Kraemer of Columbia, 
S.C., Dr. Elihu Kraemer 
of Orlando, Fla., and 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard S. 
Yager of Atlanta, Ga. 

For her Mitzvah 
project, Lilly Faye has 
selected Holocaust Awareness and the 
Belle Meade Plantation, and plans to do 
education programs in coordination with 
Sharon Paz at local middle schools.  

Lilly Faye is in the 7th grade at St. 
Bernard Academy. She plays the piano 
and viola, and enjoys reading, traveling, 
riding her bike, going to sleep-away camp 
in Maine, gardening, making flower 
arrangements, basketball, cross country, 
tennis, and horseback riding.

Edward Friedman
Edward “Teddy” 

Friedman will become 
a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, Oct. 20, at 
Congregation Micah. 
He is the son of David 
and Amy Friedman. He 
is the grandson of Alvin 
and Judith Friedman 
and Harvey and Kathy 
Schenker, and the brother of Libby 
Friedman. Edward is an 8th grader at 
John Trotwood Moore Middle School. He 
enjoys playing drums as well as produc-
ing and mixing electronic music, drama, 
visual arts, and bicycling. For his Mitzvah 
project, Edward volunteered and collected 
supplies to benefit Room In the Inn.

Amalia Serkin
Amalia Serkin will 

be called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah on 
Saturday, Oct. 27, at 
11 a.m. at The Temple.  
She is the daughter of 
Kimberly Greenberg 
and Christopher Serkin.  
Amalia’s grandparents 
are Joyce and Mel Greenberg of Worcester, 
Mass., John Serkin of Santa Fe, N.M., and 
Lucy Gratwick of Marlboro, Vt.

For her Mitzvah project, Amalia is 
working to provide food and supplies to 
homeless shelters in Vermont (where she 
spends the summer) and Nashville.

Amalia is in the 7th grade at 
University School of Nashville and in 
her free time she enjoys rock climbing, 
playing piano and euphonium, making 
art, and horseback riding.

Oden Sohr
Oden Sohr will 

become a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Oct. 
27, at Congregation 
Micah. He is the son of 
Benjamin and Genifer 
Sohr and grandson of 
Kathy Goodman and 
Ronald and Becky Sohr. 
He is the brother of Lucy Sohr. Oden is 
a 7th grader at Ensworth Middle School. 
Oden enjoys math, basketball, and fashion.

Eden Naomi 
Rice 

Lilly Faye 
Kraemer

Edward 
Friedman

Amalia Serkin

Oden Sohr

American Nuclear Society 
honors Frank Parker

Frank L. Parker, Distinguished 
Professor of Environmental and 
Water Resources Engineering, 

Emeritus, at Vanderbilt University, has 
been unanimously chosen to receive 
the 2018 W. Bennett Lewis Award for 

Sustainable Energy 
and Development from 
the American Nuclear 
Society. The award 
will be presented at the 
group’s November con-
ference in Orlando, Fla., 
Vanderbilt University 
has announced in a 
news release.

Parker and his wife, Elaine, are long-
time members of the Nashville Jewish 
community and have been members of 
Congregation Sherith Israel for more than 
36 years. Frank Parker retired from the fac-
ulty of Vanderbilt’s School of Engineering 
at the end of 2010 and was named dis-
tinguished professor emeritus status the 
following year.

The W. Bennett Lewis Award award 
recognizes those who have made major 
lifetime contributions in nuclear sci-
ence and engineering toward minimizing 
environmental footprints and attaining 
long-term global sustainable energy and 
development. Parker is being honored 
for his contributions to global sustainable 
energy and for the safe and efficient man-
agement of nuclear waste during a life-
long career in research and teaching. •

Frank Parker

Pardes scholars to offer 
third class in Nashville

Portrait of a Leader: What Can 
Moses’s Journey Teach Us About 
Our Jewish Lives Today? This class 

will be taught by world-renowned facul-
ty from The Pardes Institute of Jewish 
Studies in Jerusalem.

Class time: Sundays from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

Class dates: Oct. 21; Nov. 4, 18; Dec. 
2, 16; Jan. 6, 20; Feb. 3, 24; and March 10.

Class cost: $360 for an individual, 
$540 per couple. Cost is $300 for those 
age 65+ and $250 for those age 40 and 
under. Classes will be held at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center.

To register: www.nashvillejcc.org/  •
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Visit our website to learn more and apply.

INSPIRATION for GIRLS WHO

HarpethHall.org  
 

A college preparatory school for girls in grades 5-12. Financial aid available

Obituaries

Selma Berger
Baruch Dayan HaEmet/Blessed is the 

one True Judge. West End Synagogue 
announces with sadness the passing of 
Selma Berger, mother of WES member 
Michael (Andrea) Berger. 

Condolences to Selma’s children, 
Michael (Andrea) Berger and David 
(Susan) Berger, grandchildren Erika, 
Ilyssa, Sarah (Andrew) and Rachel and 
great grandchild Sophie. 

Jolee Grodsky
Congregation Micah announces with 

sadness the passing of Jolee Grodsky on 
Sept. 15. She is survived by her sister and 
brother-in-law, Micah members Paula and 
Al Kirwan, and her extended family. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be 
made in Jolee’s name to Congregation 
Micah.

Marvin Isenstein
West End Synagogue announces 

with sadness the passing on Aug. 31 
of Marvin Isenstein, 91, father of Joel 
Isenstein (Linda Nathenson). 

Mr. Isenstein was preceded in death 
by his wife, Sandra June Isenstein, par-

ents Morris and Eva Isenstein, sister 
Miriam Hirsh, granddaughter Anna 
Isenstein and nephew John Gross.

In addition to his son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Mr. Isenstein is survived by 
his daughter, Betsy Isenstein (Danny 
Wong); his sons, Mark Isenstein (Nancy 
Gelman) and Burton Isenstein (Nancy 
Gardner); grandchildren Molly Wong 
(David Wright), Jesse and Zoe Wong, 
Libby and Josh Isenstein, Sam and Jonah 
Isenstein, and Ben, Evan and Noah 
Isenstein; his sister and brother-in-law 
Audrey and Sherwin Zimmerman; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Donations in his memory can be 
made to the Anna Isenstein Teacher’s 
Aide Fund at West End Synagogue. 

 
Richard Kimberley

West End Synagogue announces with 
sadness the passing of Richard Kimberley, 
father of WES member Kristine (Daniel) 
Levin. 

In addition to his daughter and son-
in-law he is survived by his wife, Patricia 
Kimberley, his son, Keith Kimberley, and 
grandchildren Jaden Levin and Shawn 
Holy Rock. 

Eugene Donald Pargh
Eugene Pargh passed away peacefully 

at home on Sept. 8 at the age of 96. He 
was surrounded by family during his final 
days. A longtime resident of Florida, 
Eugene was born on August 22, 1922, in 
Cleveland, OK. 

His parents were Abe and Caroline 
Pargh, both of blessed memory. Eugene 
was married in 1949 to Madeline, his wife 
of 65 years. He is survived by his chil-
dren: Bernie, Andy and Linda, and seven 
grandchildren: Amanda, Franklin, Elliot, 
Melissa, Jeremy, Lexi and Lindsey. He is 

New information service
Observer readers who wish to receive 
email notification of obituaries as 
the newspaper receives the informa-
tion may be placed on a new e-mail 
list being created for this purpose by 
the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. Please send your request via 
e-mail to obits@jewishnashville.org.

Low-vision specialist to speak 
at Oct. 18 TGIT luncheon

On Thursday, Oct. 18, partici-
pants in the Thank Goodness 
It’s Thursday (TGIT) program 

can learn about vision in a talk by 
Monica Saylor, a low-vision orienta-
tion and mobility specialist with the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.  
Saylor worked as a house parent at the 
Montana School for the Deaf and Blind 
for five years, prior to attending George 
Peabody College (now part of Vanderbilt 
University). There she earned two mas-
ter’s degrees in special education in 
the early 1990s: one with an emphasis 
in teaching the visually impaired and 
the other in orientation and  mobility 
(O&M).  She has worked with both 
children and adults in the field of O&M 
since graduation.  

In addition, there will be a display 
of low-vision aids that are available 
through Jewish Family Service in part-
nership with B’nai B’rith Maimonides 

Lodge #46.  The Low-Vision Aid 
Program serves seniors who find it dif-
ficult to engage in basic daily activities 
such as cooking, locating appropriate 
clothing, continuing hobbies, or reading 
the newspaper due to vision difficulties.   
The goal of the program is to provide 
low-vision aids, free of charge, to seniors 
so that they can maintain their inde-
pendence.  Available aids can assist the 
individual with cooking, telling time, 
recreational games and personal care.  

As always, TGIT attendees will be 
served lunch with a special dessert being 
donated by B’nai B’rith Maimonides 
Lodge #46 . 

To RSVP for TGIT please contact 
Alex Leff at (615) 354-1623 or alex@
nashvillejcc.org.  For additional informa-
tion about the Low-Vision Aid Program 
please contact Toni Jacobsen, LCSW, 
with Jewish Family Service at (615) 354-
1672 or ToniJacobsen@jfsnashville.org.  •

Classified AdsClassified Ads
TEMPLE 
CEMETERY PLOTS

Two Temple cemetery plots. 
$1800 each. 383-5367

CAR NEEDED
If anyone in the community has 
an available extra car for a few 
months, please contact Carrie 
Mills at 615-210-5044 or 
csmills4@hotmail.com.

also survived by five great-grandsons.
Eugene graduated from Hume Fogg 

High School and enlisted in the Naval 
Flight School of the United States 
Navy. He was a fighter pilot during the 
Second World War, serving in both the 
Atlantic and Pacific. He was the recipi-
ent of several medals of honor, including 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. He is 
the brother of the late Bernard Frank 
Pargh, who was killed at the end of 
World War II.

He formed a business partnership 
with Gerald Averbuch and became pio-
neers in developing motels in Nashville, 
including the Anchor Motel and 
Holiday Inn brands. They also built sev-
eral apartment complexes in Nashville, 
Knoxville and Huntsville, Ala. Eugene 
was a founding member of General Care 
Corporation specializing in private hos-
pitals in the South.

Eugene and Madeline were signifi-
cant philanthropists in both Nashville 
and South Florida. Together, they 
were major donors in funding the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
the Jewish Federation, The Temple 
and numerous other Jewish organiza-
tions in Nashville and South Florida. 
They also supported Harpeth Hall and 
other local charities.

In lieu of flowers, feel free to make 
a donation to your favorite charitable 
organization.

Howard Tepper
The Temple notes with sorrow the 

passing of Howard Jay Tepper on Sept. 
20. He was 86.

Mr. Tepper was a native of New 
York City. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Louis and Sarah Tepper, and 
his sisters, Florence Lampert and Norma 

Bednowitz. He is survived by his wife of 
28 years, Jacqueline, his son Louis and 
several nieces and nephews along with 
their spouses and children. He also is 
survived by stepchildren Shari (Bob) 
Warnke, Michael (Jayne) Klein and 
Holly Klein, and by several step-grand-
children.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the National 
Council of Jewish Women, Jewish Family 
Service or the charity of your choice.

Bernie Marvin Thomas
Bernie Marvin Thomas, who lived 

in Nashville for most of his adult life 
and was a member of Congregation 
Sherith Israel, passed away on Aug. 27 in 
Memphis. He was 83.

Thomas, a Memphis native, had 
returned to live there in recent years.

Best known for his woodworking, he 
created “Bernie’s Bowls” and sold them 
throughout the South at crafts fairs. 
His bowls were even once featured in 
Architectural Digest. Bernie also loved to 
golf, cook, and always had a joke to share.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Celine Thomas, parents Rena and 
Nathan Thomas, daughter Liz Phelps, 
son Jonathan Thomas and a brother, 
Donald Thomas.

He is survived by his son, Billy Shaw 
(Sandy), daughter Jennifer Thomas 
Cornelius (Roy), brothers Al (Bubba) 
Thomas, Myron Thomas (Myrna), two 
grandsons, Jean-Louis Liverato (Sarah) 
and Ryan Thomas along with numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

The family requests that any memori-
als be made to Crossroads Alive Hospice, 
The Allen Exelbierd Memorial Fund at 
the Tennessee Holocaust Commission, 
or a charity of the donor’s choice.
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313MJCCA | 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338 | 678.812.3844 |      /CampBarneyMedintz | campbarney.org

Tennessee student 
essay contest to 
focus on leadership

The Tennessee Secretary of State’s 
office is kicking off its third annual stu-
dent essay contest.  The project is part 
of a larger civics engagement initiative 
to encourage students to be actively 
engaged citizens. The 2018 theme for the 
essays is leadership with length require-
ments varying by grade level. 

Schools may submit two essays for 
kindergarten through second grade, third 
through fifth grade, sixth through eighth 
grade and ninth through 12th grade. 
All submissions can be submitted online 
beginning in September through Friday, 
Nov. 16. 

Winners will receive a TNStars 529 
College Savings Program scholarship and 
a trip to the State Capitol next spring. 
First-place winners receive a $500 scholar-
ship, with second- and third-place winners 
receiving $250 and $100 respectively. 

“It has been exciting to see the 
growth of the annual essay contest over 
the past two years.  This along with our 
other efforts will have a long-term positive 
impact on young people becoming citizens 
actively engaged with their government 
as they become adults.  The quality of 
the submissions always impresses me and 
speaks well for the future leaders of our 
state.  I am pleased to have the partici-
pation of so many educators in promot-
ing this opportunity to their students as 
we offer them this useful resource,” said 
Secretary of State Tre Hargett. 

The 2017 essay contest on citizen-
ship garnered more than 1,000 essays, 
up from nearly 250 submissions in 2016.  
Essays were written from across the state 
with top honors going to public and 
private school students in Davidson, 
Hamilton, and Knox counties. 

The essay contest and the Student 
Mock Election are part of the office’s 
civic engagement program. 

The program also offers lesson plans 
created by Tennessee teachers based on 
the Tennessee Blue Book. The goal is to 

offer an easy way for teachers to incor-
porate civic engagement and citizenship 
into their curriculum. 

For more information, visit sos.
tn.gov/products/essay-contest. 

UT-K Judaic Studies 
program hosts 2 talks 

The Judaic Studies program at the 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville is 
offering two presentations by visiting 
scholars in October.  

On Thursday, Oct. 11, Steven Ross, 
the Myron and Marian Casden director 
of the Casden Institute for the Study 
of Jewish Role in American Life and 
professor of history at the University of 
Southern California, will speak about 
the rise of a Nazi plot in Los Angeles and 
secret Jewish efforts to thwart it. His talk, 
titled “Hitler in Los Angeles,” begins at 4 
p.m. in the Hodges Library Auditorium.

The second lecture takes place 
on Thursday, Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. in the 
McClung Museum of Natural History and 
Culture Auditorium. Nicholas Chare of the 
Université de Montréal, Canada, will speak 
on “Interpreting the Scrolls of Auschwitz.” 
His talk deals with the Jewish prisoners at 
Auschwitz who were forced to bury their 
brethren before their own execution and 
the notes to the future that they managed 
to bury near the crematorium.   

More information is available at 
judaic.utk.edu.

The Fern and Manfred Steinfeld 
Program in Judaic Studies is the center 
for the study of Jews and Judaism at the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville.  It 
offers a variety of public and academic 
programs that enhance student learning, 
promote Jewish Studies scholarship, and 
contribute to the intellectual life of the 
Knoxville community and beyond.  The 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
offers an interdisciplinary Judaic Studies 
as well as several scholarships to sup-
port student learning.  Courses in Judaic 
Studies range from the Hebrew Bible 
to major and minor the Holocaust 
and include both modern Hebrew and 
Biblical Hebrew.

To access the Community Calendar,
 go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Plumbing • Custom Cabinetry
Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

Tullahoma, TN
931-222-4080
Franklin, TN
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant

Helping students and families find, 
apply to and pay for the right fit college

860-460-8829  
fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  

www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

REFLEXOLOGY

NASHVILLE ACADEMY OF 
REFLEXOLOGY (NAR) 

4825 Trousdale Drive, Suite 222
Nashville, TN 37220
Office: 615-647-7244

Spa 615-987-0866
www.reflexschool.com

Certification Program, Student Intern 
Clinic, Professional Foot & Hand Spa

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and

The Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee area by taking 
advantage of this cost-effective way to 
reach a loyal repeat audience! Call Carrie 
Mills,Advertising Manager to place your 
professional listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or 
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333
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