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Visiting Rabbi eager to share lessons
of religious texts on Global Day of
Jewish Learning in Nashville

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

W
hen he comes to
Nashville next
month for Global
Day of Jewish
Learning, Rabbi
Alex Israel plans

to talk about the biblical story of Rachel
and Leah, the two wives of the Jewish
patriarch, Jacob. 

“They were sisters and they seem to
have had quite divergent personalities,
yet they fought over the same man,” said
Rabbi Israel, director of community edu-
cation and the summer program at the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in
Jerusalem. “We will study this sibling

rivalry, and its implica-
tions for Jewish unity.
Their children (Joseph
and his brothers) are
also wrought by con-
flict. Is Jewish unity pos-
sible? Is conflict always
bad?”

The sixth annual
Global Day of Jewish

Learning – the fourth in which
Nashville has participated – is on
Sunday, Nov. 15. The local Global Day
events will be at Congregation Micah,
with registration beginning at 10 a.m.
and Rabbi Israel’s plenary presentation 
scheulded for 10:30 a.m. (Register early 

Continued on page 3

Mike Shmerling and Judy Given in the
arboretum at Abe’s Garden, an Alzheimer’s
care and research facility named for their
father, Dr. Abram C. Shmerling. 

Bentzi Gruber, a colonel in the Israeli Defense Forces, uses video and photos from actual
combat situations to explain the agonizing decisions IDF personnel make in adhering to
an ethical code that prohibits the use of force against innocents and seeks to limit the
collateral damage of war.  He will make several presentations this month during a visit to
Nashville. See related story and column on page 5. 

Combat Ethics

Rabbi Alex
Israel

Siblings open Abe’s Garden as memorial to beloved father
and a “living laboratory” to advance Alzheimer’s care

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

L
ongtime Nashville physician
Abram C. Shmerling loved
gardening, so it’s fitting that
when his children estab-
lished an Alzheimer’s care
home in his memory, they

called it Abe’s Garden. 
But make no mistake: The $14 mil-

lion facility that opened last month on
the grounds of the Park Manor Senior
Lifestyle Community on Woodmont
Boulevard is much more than a bucolic
home for the residents of its 42 units. 

Founder and Chairman Mike
Shmerling describes the Abe’s Garden
Alzheimer’s and Memory Care Center of
Excellence as a “living laboratory” whose
mission is to identify and disseminate the 
best practices for the care of individuals
dealing with the disease that took his
father and has become the nation’s sixth
leading cause of death. 

“We have institutions that research
the best practices for treating cancer,
heart disease and the other leading caus-
es of death,” Shmerling told about 30
members of the Jewish community who
toured Abe’s Garden a few days before it

opened. “It’s time there was one for
Alzheimer’s.”

It has been almost two decades
since Shmerling began thinking about
establishing a cutting-edge research cen-
ter for the care of individuals with

dementia. His father had been diag-
nosed with early onset Alzheimer’s in
1995, and the family quickly discovered
how difficult it was to find appropriate
care for him. Not long after his father’s
death in 2006, Shmerling founded Abe’s
Garden as a not-for-profit care and
research organization. 

Two years later, he purchased the
Park Manor facility, a seven-story senior
residence built in the early 1960s on a
7.3-acre wooded lot that provided an
ideal location for the care home he envi-
sioned. Dr. Andrew Sandler, an experi-
enced clinical psychologist and health-
care administrator, was brought in as
chief executive officer. While fundrais-
ing took longer than expected in the
wake of the 2008 recession, the project
hit its initial goal of $9 million early last
year, and construction of 36,000-square-
foot Alzheimer’s facility was finished two
months ago. 

“We’ve been at this a long time,”
Shmerling said. “It’s very exciting to be
at the stage where we are actually seeing
residents move in.” 

A successful entrepreneur and pri-
vate equity manager, Shmerling esti-
mates that he has spent 15-20 percent of

his time over the past decade working to
make Abe’s Garden a reality. A key part-
ner in the project has been his sister,
Judy Given, who moved back to
Nashville from Baltimore in 1997 to
help care for her father and in 2007 took
on the fulltime position as director of
campus development for Abe’s Garden.

Given, who has a background as a
dance therapist for special needs chil-
dren, had been director of clinical servic-
es at a special education school in
Baltimore. After returning to Nashville,
she transformed herself into an expert in
the care of dementia patients. 

Though she describes herself as “a
soldier” who is following her brother’s
leadership in the project, Given has
played a crucial role in aggregating the
best practices of other institutions and
programs and incorporating them into
virtually every aspect of Abe’s Garden
– from its design, architecture and fur-
niture to its programming to the train-
ing and development of its staff. Some
examples: 

• Instead of the narrow hallways and
harsh lighting characteristic of
many care homes, Abe’s Garden 

Continued on page 3
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Think Globally. Learn Locally.

Presented by the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee in cooperation
with: Akiva School, B’nai Brith Social Unit, B’nai Brith Maimonides Lodge #46,
BBYO, Chabad Jewish Student Center at Vanderbilt University, Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad, Congregation Micah, Congregation Sherith Israel, Get Con-
nected, Gordon Jewish Community Center and the GJCC Early Learning Center,
Hadassah Nashville Chapter, Jewish Family Service, JMingle, NCJW Nashville Chapter,
NowGen, PJ Library, The Temple-Congregation Ohabai Sholom, Vanderbilt Hillel, and
West End Synagogue. 

The Global Day of Jewish Learning in Nashville is generously underwritten by
Libby and Moshe Werthan to support the participation of Rabbi Alex Israel of the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies.

Schedule: 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 

Arrival, Registration and Refreshments

Opening Learning Session with Pardes 

Scholar Rabbi Alex Israel

12:00 Noon to 1:40 p.m.     

Lunch
Community Rabbis Panel Discussion

1:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.            

Breakout Learning Sessions with local 

clergy
Jewish Educator’s In-service Session 

with Rabbi Alex Israel

PJ Library Program

Youth and Teen Activities

2:50 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.              

Closing Learning Session with 

Rabbi Alex Israel

(More details about Global Day programs will 

be available online at www.jewishnashville.org

and in the November issue of the Jewish Observer)

Theme: Love: Devotion, Desire and Deception
Date:   Sunday, November 15, 2015Cost:   $10 per person for lunch and refreshmentsLocation: Congregation Micah

(Baby-sitting will be available)

To register for the 
Global Day of Jewish 

Learning, please contact 

Barbara Schwarcz at 
(615) 354-1630 or 

Barbara@jewishnashville.org, 
or visit 

www.jewishnashville.org.

Register online at www.jewishnashville.org/global-day
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Continued from page 1
beginning Oct. 1 at www.jewish-
nashville.org/global-day.) 

A kosher lunch and panel discussion
by local rabbis will be followed in the
afternoon by breakout discussions on this
year’s Global Day theme, “Love
Devotion, Desire and Deception,” each
led by a local clergy member or educator.
In addition, there will be an in-service
session for community Jewish educators
led by Rabbi Israel as well as afternoon
PJ Library event for toddlers and their
parents and an activity for elementary
school-age children organized by Jack
Simon, children’s programming and
camp director at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. Global Day events
will conclude by 3:45 p.m.

Global Day is an initiative of the
Aleph Society. By bringing together
hundreds of Jewish communities around
the world to study the same sacred texts
on the same day, it is intended to support
Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz’s goal
of fostering Jewish literacy and identity.
Rabbi Israel’s presentation in Nashville
will be one of 24 local plenary sessions
streamed live on the Web around the
globe every hour during Global Day. 

Rabbi Israel said Global Day reflects
the Pardes Institute’s philosophy that
“the study of Judaism’s core Torah texts
generates deep engagement with Judaism
and enables a genuine and substantial
conversation about real Jewish ideas.
There is nothing more empowering in a
Jewish context than text study … that
can stimulate a fundamental connection
to the past, present and future of the
Jewish story.”  

British born and now living in
Israel, Rabbi Israel said he has been to
several U.S. cities on the East Coast and
in the Midwest, but this will be his first
visit to the South. 

“I’m really excited to come and
meet what I hear is an amazingly warm
community in Nashville,” he said. “I
love meeting new Jewish communities as

I always return home with insights for
myself and my Israeli community. So I
look forward to teaching, but also to
learning from you.”

In addition to his participation in
Global Day events, Rabbi Israel will lead
a session on Monday, Nov. 16 for Jewish
professionals titled “Religious and
Secular in Israel: Room of Optimism?”  

“Relations between religious and
secular in Israel are frequently portrayed
as a violent intractable battlefield,” said
Rabbi Israel, who works with an organi-
zation called Tzohar that seeks to bridge
the gap between them by performing
orthodox weddings for secular Israelis.
“Using statistics, modern Israeli music
and an analysis of recent trends in Israeli
Reality TV, we will trace a more nuanced
grassroots perspective, and identify ways
in which there is room for optimism in
religious-secular relations.” 

Rabbi Israel’s visit to Nashville is
made possible through the generosity of
Libby and Moshe Werthan. Local Global
Day events are funded by the Jewish
Federation and Foundation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee whose partners
include Akiva School, the Gordon
Jewish Community Center, Jewish
Family Service, NowGen Nashville, Get
Connected, PJ Library, Vanderbilt Hillel,
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad,
Congregation Micah, Congregation
Sherith Israel, The Temple, West End
Synagogue, B’nai B’rith Youth
Organization (BBYO), Chabad Jewish
Student Center at Vanderbilt University,
Hadassah Nashville Chapter, National
Council of Jewish Women Nashville
Chapter, B’nai B’rith Social Unit and
B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge #46. •

Global Day

among its staff. 
Even with a day and evening

respite program for individuals with
dementia who still live at home, Abe’s

Garden will be able to accommodate
less than 0.2 percent of the estimated
35,000 Nashville area residents with
Alzheimer’s and other forms of memory
loss.  But as a research center,
Shemerling intends for its impact to be
far greater.

The facility has set up a rigorous
program to assess all of its design, pro-
gramming and staff development fea-
tures, with the idea of determining the
best practices for caring for dementia
patients and “sharing that information
with the public,” he said. 

To that end, it has established a
relationship with Vanderbilt
University Medical School, where it
has endowed the Abram C. Shmerling,
M.D., Chair of Alzheimer’s and
Geriatric Medicine. Dr. Laura Dugan, a
neuroscientist who was appointed to
the Shmerling Chair last year and
directs the school’s Division of
Geriatric Medicine, will lead applied
research activities at Abe’s Garden and
publish the results. 

“We want to be a resource for other
facilities around the world,” Given said,
“and even provide solutions for people
who are caring for loved ones in their
own homes.” 

In that way, Shmerling said Abe’s
Garden has the potential to benefit mil-
lions of families, even those who never
see it themselves.  •

Aging, along with an innovative
scheduling system and a career lad-
der – all aimed at promoting com-
petence, commitment and loyalty

Continued from page 1
consists of three main “house-
holds,” each with a spacious, high-
ceilinged kitchen, dining and
activity area that looks out onto a
central courtyard with a lighted
pathway, outdoor kitchen and grill,
interactive water feature, fireplace
and nature discovery area. “It’s
designed so that residents are free
to move around, visit one another
and spend time outdoors every
day,” Given said. “We wanted to
give the feel of a home, not an
institution.” 

• Residents have easy access to a
remarkable array of activities:
cooking, gardening, music, com-
puters, exercise, art, drama and sto-
rytelling programs, even pet care,
witheach household will have its
own dog. Recalling the awkward
boredom of visits with her father,
Given said easy access to stimulat-
ing activities not only prevents
boredom and depression among the
residents but also allows families
“to engage with their loved ones in
a multitude of fulfilling ways.”  

• Abe’s Garden is using an evidence-
based training model developed
with its partner, the Vanderbilt
University Center for Quality

Judy Given conducts a tour of Abe’s Garden for members of the Jewish community shortly
before it opened. The facility’s open layout is designed so that residents “are free to move
around, visit one another and spend time outdoors every day,” she said. “We wanted to give
the feel of a home, not an institution.” 

Abe’s Garden

See what’s happening in the community.  
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher Mark S. Freedman
Editor Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board Frank Boehm (chair), 

Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone 615/356-3242
Fax 615/352-0056
E-mail charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN
8750-5290) is published monthly for $25
per year by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member
of the American Jewish Press Association
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer

makes every possibly effort to accept only
reputable advertisers of the highest quality,
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their
products.
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President’s Memo

By CAROL HYATT

I
n the days leading up to and during
the High Holidays, we take time for
reflection, contemplating the past
year as well as the year ahead. For
me, the past year has been incredi-
bly rewarding, but it is also very

humbling to be in a
position of leadership
during a time filled with
so many challenges.

As president, I am
privileged to see how
the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and
Middle Tenneessee, as a
result of the generosity
of our donors, addresses so many needs in
our community -- engaging the next gen-
eration in being Jewish through early
childhood scholarship funds; supporting
our Jewish day school, after-school pro-
grams, and Jewish summer camp experi-
ences, and sending a free Jewish book or
CD each month to more than 300 chil-
dren through PJ Library. 

Dozens of our teens explore their
Jewish identity and travel to Israel
together through the wonderful Get
Connected program. We welcome Israeli
teens from our partnership region of
Hadera-Eiron to spend several weeks
learning what it is like to be Jewish in
Nashville. We connect young adults to
social, leadership, education and mission
activities through our NowGen
Nashville initiative. 

We provide people of all ages and
backgrounds with opportunities to learn

As new year begins, there is more need for Jews to come together in unity

Federation
President Carol

Hyatt

and grow Jewishly through a variety of
speakers and programs such as the Global
Day of Jewish Learning (our fourth annu-
al event is coming up on Sunday, Nov.
15). We provide hot meals and help to
meet the transportation needs of our eld-
ers. And of course we provide assistance
to the most vulnerable among us. 

The Jewish Federation also mobi-
lizes the community in times of need.
Lately, we have been learning of the
plight of refugees from Syria arriving in
Europe in dangerous old boats and creat-
ing the most severe refugee crisis there
since World War II. I was pleased to
learn that through the Jewish Coalition
for Disaster Relief, Jewish organizations
have been quietly funding relief efforts to
support Syrian refugees for the last two
years. Federation's overseas partner, the
American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC), and others are now
appealing for an even greater coordinat-
ed Jewish effort, so those who share this
concern and are able to help are encour-
aged to visit our website and make a
donation. All funds raised through this

special campaign will be utilized for
direct services to those in need.

There are numerous other concerns,
such as the ongoing crisis in Ukraine
which has led to a 50 percent increase in
aliyah from that part of the world, and
the situation in Israel where, despite
their impressive economic success, one
out of five families lives in poverty.

But the most contentious issue in
the last year has been the agreement
with Iran and concerns about the impact
it will have on the security of our coun-
try as well as that of Israel. Even if Iran
complies with every detail of the agree-
ment, the influx of billions of dollars in
funds to Iran will likely increase that
country’s role in destabilizing the already
volatile Middle East region. Iran has not
changed its views of the United States as
the Great Satan, and its leader continues
to call for the destruction of the state of
Israel.  So there is reason to fear what the
coming year will bring.

Our Federation held a public forum
the evening before our August board
meeting, and a variety of viewpoints

were expressed about the Iran nuclear
agreement. Ultimately, the board voted
overwhelmingly to take a position in
opposition to the deal.  

Now that it is clear that the agree-
ment will be implemented, there is all
the more reason for us to come together,
regardless of our thoughts about the deal,
because Federation exists to help care for
Jews in need wherever they are, to assure
the continuity of the Jewish people, to
ensure the safety and security of Israel
and to convene, educate and mobilize on
issues of concern. Those needs continue
to exist and may very well increase in the
coming year.

It is my sincere hope that in these
politically polarizing times, our Jewish
community will continue to focus on our
shared values and goals. We all wish for
peace and prosperity. Let us hope the
coming year will bring that. May the
New Year be a good year for us all. •

Carol Hyatt is president of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. 

From the 
Campaign Trail

In wake of divisive Iran debate, Federation’s 
mission is even more important

By JERRY SILVERMAN

T
he Federation movement
touches more Jewish lives
than any other entity on
the planet. In the breadth
of that reach, there is more
than one opinion, more

than one methodology, more than one
way of looking at any given situation at

any given time. This summer’s debate over
the Iran nuclear agreement was a perfect
example of this diversity of perspectives.

Yet for all the differences among us,
which played out in living color these
past few months, I know there is one

thing on which we can
all agree: Federation is
the organization that
can lead the reinvigo-
ration of our communi-
ty when the votes on
the Iran agreement are
behind us. 

We are uniquely
positioned to serve in this role. No, we
don’t speak for every Jew. But we remain
the central Jewish address in our cities
and towns. This is our mission; it was rel-
evant more than 100 years ago, is even
more significant today, and will continue
to be critical tomorrow. 

This summer, as the debate ensued
over the Iran issue, we lived our mission.
Federation was the primary convener of
opportunities to hear from both sides
regarding the implications of the deal.
JFNA hosted five webcasts, including one
with the prime minister of Israel and
another with the president of the United
States, drawing more than 40,000 regis-
tered participants and countless thousands
who watched on various cable channels
and other web platforms. After great intro-
spection, 39 Federations expressed appre-
hension about the agreement, and 25
opposed it. But every community watched
the unfolding of events with deep concern.

And we all are aware that after the
Congressional debate over the agree-
ment draws to a close, the issue of pre-
venting Iran from acquiring nuclear
weapon capability will be far from over.

It will be important that we con-

tinue to encourage our nation’s leaders
to ensure

verification of Iran’s adherence to
the accord as well as a nimble and appro-
priate response to any violations. A
strong U.S.-Israel relationship will be
vital for both nations to manage the tri-
als ahead.

But we also face new challenges.
How do we build bridges in our

communities? Many places were torn by
one of the most complex issues facing
North American Jewry in generations. 

First, we need to refocus on what
united us throughout this trying period.

Every one of us took on the solemn
responsibility of educating our con-
stituencies on the wide-ranging and
long-term implications of this accord.
We all believe that Iran must be pre-
vented from developing a nuclear
weapon. We all are concerned – even
those who support the deal – that Iran
will violate the agreement.

Second, we need to accept that
debate – even an intense, painful one –
is at the center of who we are as a people.

The Talmud is not merely an
explanatory workbook to help us better
understand the Torah. It is a copious
record of millennia of discourse over its
meaning. Even the seating arrangement
of the classic yeshiva was set up for
standoff: two individuals face to face
across the table, arguing different inter-
pretations of the word of G-d.

The entire way we approach our
relationship with G-d is indeed a topic of
constant discussion; to be Yisrael is to be
one who struggles, dissents, argues. But
these traditions were never intended as
mechanisms to divide our people.

This brings me to my third point. 
Continued on page 6

Jerry Silverman
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Community Relations Communiqué

By ABBIE WOLF 

A
s we know all too well,
every time there is any
kind of military
exchange in Israel,
newspapers and blogs
worldwide are filled

with allegations and
condemnations of
Israel’s war crimes. It
happens like clockwork.
Israel is taunted contin-
ually by rocket fire,
refrains from retalia-
tion, and then after a
certain point finally
launches something back. And immedi-
ately, Israel is roundly condemned by the
world for their military aggression. 

Like many of you, I become frustrat-
ed that Israel is seldom seen in a positive
light, no matter what it does. When I
was last in Israel on the Christian clergy
mission, however, I met Col. Bentzi
Gruber and became hopeful that there
are ways to battle this distorted reality.

Colonel Gruber is a one-man army on a
mission to shatter myths and present the
facts missing in today’s discussion of
Israel’s military and the lengths it goes to
in order to prevent the loss of innocent
lives. 

In the hour we spent with him, we
heard his personal account of Israeli mil-
itary ethics, and how the IDF strives to
minimize civilian casualties even in the
midst of armed conflict. As a vice com-
mander of an armored division of 20,000
soldiers in the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF), Colonel Gruber has seen a lot. It’s
fair to say he’s seen things few of us have
seen – brutality, terror and inhumanity.
In other words, the horrors of war.

Battle-hardened though he is, he’s
still troubled by the accidental killing of
an elderly woman by troops under his
command. “It was 25 years ago,” Gruber
said. “I can still remember her husband
holding her and crying.”

It’s that humanity that drives him to
go around the world to discuss the strict
moral code to which the IDF holds itself.
As he explains, there are moral values

A vigilant defender of IDF’s moral code comes to Nashville

Abbie Wolf

each commander must take into
account, every single time, in deciding
when to shoot and when to hold fire.
When the decision to move forward is
made, the IDF does everything in its
power to warn innocent civilians that
there is time to leave.

The IDF often drops leaflets 48
hours before entering an area to warn
civilians to vacate. Twenty hours before,
villagers are called while another unit
sends text messages. “We are the only
army in the world that warns our ene-
mies we are coming,” said Gruber.
During last summer’s combat in Gaza, he
said, “We delayed a 4,000-man unit that
was set to attack because people didn’t
leave their houses.” 

Colonel Gruber is not without his
critics. At campuses around the country,
his talks are consistently interrupted by
protests.  At Florida State University,
Students for Justice in Palestine inter-
rupted his presentation by unfurling a
banner that read “WAR CRIMINAL”
and accused Israeli troops of committing
war crimes. At George Mason

University, Students Against Israeli
Apartheid conducted a silent walkout in
protest of his presentation. At the
University of Denver, protesters disrupt-
ed his talk by repeatedly shouting insults,
culminating in a protester rushing the
podium and being restrained by Denver
police and university security.  

These protests tell me there’s much
more Israel advocacy work to be done –
both on campuses and in the general
community. Please join me on Monday,
Oct. 19 at 7 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center for an evening with
Colonel Gruber. You won’t regret it.
When he spoke to our interfaith group in
Israel, you could have heard a pin drop.
Each of us was engrossed and, at the end,
deeply affected – so much so that two of
the churches are sponsoring an event
with him on the day before our program.
He was that compelling. I look forward
to seeing you there.

Abbie Wolf is the community rela-
tions director for the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Street Christian Church. The pastors of
the churches were among the Christian
clergy who met Gruber on a Federation-
funded mission to Israel earlier this year.
Sunday evening, Gruber will be the fea-
tured speaker at the Federation’s Joshua
Society Dinner for major gifts donors.
For more information about the dinner,
contact Campaign Director Naomi
Limor Sedek at (615) 354-1642.

Using photos and videos from actu-
al combat situations, Gruber has made
his presentation to hundreds of audi-
ences large and small around the world –
military academies like West Point,
international conferences, high school
and college campuses, Jewish communi-
ty gatherings and informal coffee klatch-
es. His goal is to explain the agonizing
decisions IDF personnel must make –
often in just a few seconds – as they
adhere to a code that prohibits the use of

force against innocents and seeks to min-
imize collateral damage as they confront
terrorists who have imbedded them-
selves in a civilian population.   

Gruber, an internet and biotech
entrepreneur in civilian life, also found-
ed a non-profit organization in 1981
called Chesed in the Field that brings
together IDF reservists and chronically
ill and disabled children for special
events throughout the year as a way of
instilling in soldiers the values of com-
munity and social responsibility. •

Community Relations Director Abbie
Wolf at abbie@jewishnashville.org.

Gruber also will make a presenta-
tion at 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 18 at
Belle Meade United Methodist Church
at an event jointly sponsored by Vine

A
fter a drone spotted a
pickup truck carrying
Hamas rockets on a
Gaza road last year dur-
ing operation
Protective Edge, the

Israeli Defense Forces launched a guided
rocket to destroy it. But in the moments
before the rocket arrived, the truck
ducked into a garage in an occupied
building. How did the officer guiding the
rocket respond? 

What was the response of an IDF
artillery crew when seven armed Hamas
militants commandeered a Red Cross
ambulance during Operation
Protective Edge? 

How did the IDF respond when
Hamas street fighters adopted the tactic
of snatching small children to use as
shields against pursuing Israeli troops?

Col. Bentzi Gruber will be in
Nashville this month to discuss these
and other real life dilemmas faced by
Israeli soldiers and the strategies they
employ to ensure that the IDF remains
what he describes as “the most ethical
army in the world.” 

A reserve vice commander of an
armored division of 20,000 soldiers and
founder of the initiative called Ethics in
the Field, Gruber had made it his per-
sonal mission to rebut misperceptions
about the IDF and present facts that are
often omitted in discussions of Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. 

He will make a multi-media presen-
tation called “Seconds to Decide: An
Exclusive Look Inside the IDF and the
Ethics of War” at 7 p.m. on Monday,
Oct. 19 at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. The event is spon-
sored by the Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Those
who wish to attend are asked to RSVP to

Israeli colonel will be in Nashville to explain strategic
and ethical considerations that guide IDF in combat

Col. Bentzi Gruber

Click on this link 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=CfYcnZBKslE) to listen to a
YouTube video of a presentation by
Col. Bentzi Gruber about how the
Israeli Defense Forces deal with the
ethical dilemmas of combat. 

Annual Postal Statement
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7 Estate Planning Mistakes 
You Should Avoid In 2015

How Rabalais Law Is Introducing A New Kind Of Estate 
Planning Program Exclusively For Tennessee Residents
Attend A FREE Event And Discover How To:
·     Avoid costs and delays of a Tennessee Probate;
·     Avoid losing your life savings to nursing home costs;
·     Create a fast and simple estate plan for your family;
·     Avoid the NEW 40% estate tax;
·     Determine whether you need a Will or Trust (or both!);
·     Keep the government out of your estate settlement;
·     Start the five-year look back period for nursing homes;
·     Enrich your family relationships!

Dan Perry
Estate Planning Attorney

About Your Speaker. Daniel resides in Franklin, 
Tennessee with his wife Catherine and their son 
William. He graduated from the University of 
Dayton School of Law in Dayton, Ohio, and 
received his Bachelors degree from Purdue 
University and his Associates Degree from Holy 
Cross College in South Bend, Indiana. Daniel 
serves as an Estate Planning Attorney with Raba-
lais Law that services the greater Nashville area 
with its office located in the West End.

Franklin
Tuesday October 6

Sopapillas
1109 Davenport Blvd., #600

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Franklin
Wednesday October 7

Sopapillas
1109 Davenport Blvd., #600

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Franklin
Wednesday October 7

The Egg & I
1000 Meridian Blvd., #118

11:00am-12:00pm
Lunch Provided 

Brentwood
Thursday October 8

Amerigo
1656 Westgate Cicle
11:30am-12:30pm

Lunch Provided 

Brentwood
Thursday October 8

Amerigo
1656 Westgate Cicle

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Franklin
Friday October 9

The Egg & I
1000 Meridian Blvd., #118

11:00am-12:00pm
Lunch Provided 

Murfreesboro
Tuesday October 13

The Egg & I
19720 Medical Center Pkwy

11:00am-12:00pm
Lunch Provided 

Murfreesboro
Tuesday October 13

Parthenon Grille
1962 S. Church Street

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided

Murfreesboro
Wednesday October 14

Parthenon Grille
1962 S. Church Street

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Mt. Juliet
Thursday October 15

Jonathan’s Grille
1613 S. Mt. Juliet Road

11:30am-12:30pm
Lunch Provided 

Hermitage
Thursday October 15

Hadley’s Southern Kitchen
4700 Lebanon Pike

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Hermitage
Tuesday October 20

Hadley’s Southern Kitchen
4700 Lebanon Pike
11:30am-12:30pm

Lunch Provided

*If you are married, you are encouraged 
to attend with your spouse!

Rabalais Law: 3102 West End Avenue, Suite 400, Nashville, TN 37203

Call 615-324-7858 To Register!
*Seating is limited, so register today!!

*For the latest information on estate planning,visit www.RL-DanPerry.com

Mt. Juliet
Tuesday October 20

Jonathan’s Grille
1613 S. Mt. Juliet Road

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Hendersonville
Wednesday October 21

Sopapillas
300 Indian Lake Blvd.

6:00-7:00pm
Dinner Provided 

Continued from page 4
The esteemed Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks has described conflict manage-
ment as “the single greatest unresolved
problem in Jewish history.”

How do we keep community cohe-
sion during, and especially after, con-
flict? We can glean many lessons about
this from our own religious traditions.
For example, the Pardes Institute of
Jewish Studies has its own center dedi-
cated to Judaism and conflict resolu-
tion. Other Jewish institutions have
similar programs.

We will be integrating many of
these lessons and these scholars into the
GA, and we encourage you to do the
same in your communities.

Fourth, we must stand together
against retribution. Withdrawing a
Federation gift that feeds the hungry,
sends kids to camp and provides solace to
Holocaust survivors over the Iran issue?
That is indeed retribution. And it is con-
trary not only to our mission as a com-
munity but also to the precepts of Jewish
law upon which our existence depends. I
would also add that vitriolic condemna-
tion of Israeli and American leaders –
and each other – is an imprudent way to
handle situations like this one.

Finally, we need to get practical and
prepare ourselves for the challenges and
the opportunities ahead.

Israel is likely to become a more

controversial issue generally, and poten-
tially a more divisive issue in our com-
munity. Boycott, divestment and sanc-
tions efforts are likely to proliferate,
especially on college campuses.

Yet while so many eyes were
focused on the Iran issue over the sum-
mer, the 500,000th young adult arrived
in Israel on a Birthright trip. The
8,000,000th PJ Library book arrived in
the mailbox of a family somewhere in
North America; for many families, this
is their primary connection to Jewish
life. Federation funds continue to
ensure that thousands of displaced Jews
in Ukraine have their needs met, and
that tens of thousands of Holocaust sur-
vivors receive much-needed care.

We Jews only represent 1.8% of the
American population today. In order for
us to continue to make a difference, we
must remain unified as a people and a
community. We don’t have to agree on
issues; however, we must have unity. As
we continue to and gather as families,
congregations and communities, let us
bring in 5776 with a renewed commit-
ment of debate with unity. We are so
blessed as a people—and with that we
have profound responsibilities and
opportunities together.

Shana tova – a healthy, happy and
sweet new year to all. •

Jerry Silverman is president and execu-
tive director of the Jewish Federations of
North America. 

Campaign

E
very day in the headlines we
learn of the worsening plight
of refugees from Syria and
instability throughout the
Middle East and North
Africa. Many of those dis-

placed are arriving in Europe illegally in
old and dangerous boats sailing across the
Mediterranean Sea, representing the most
severe refugee crisis to hit Europe since
World War II. In the wake of the flood of
images and stories we see on the news and
social media, we are called to action.    

No one country or organization can
address the scope of this global problem
alone. Through the Jewish Coalition for
Disaster Relief (JCDR), Jewish organiza-
tions have been quietly funding relief
efforts to support Syrian refugees for the
past two years. 

To date, JCDR's assistance to
Syrian refugees has been delivered in
Jordan, which has seen more than
625,000 officially registered refugees
enter the country since the beginning of
the fighting in Syria. 

This week JCDR expanded the
scope and mandate of its Jewish
Coalition for Syrian Refugees in Jordan
to include refugees and migrants in

Europe and the Middle East. The human
toll and needs will be massive and there
is an urgent and compelling call for
humanitarian and life-saving assistance. 

If you would like to be part of a col-
lective, international Jewish response to
provide humanitarian aid to the Middle
Eastern refugees and migrants,
Federation's overseas partner, the
American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC), and others are mount-
ing a coordinated Jewish effort. One hun-
dred percent of the money raised will be
used for direct services to those in need. 

More than once, we too were
strangers. Join the Jewish community in
making a statement about our values and
our commitment to learn from the
painful lessons of history. 

To make a pledge, go to
http://nashville.fedweb.jewishfedera-
tions.org/page/s/syrian-refugee-and-
migrant-fund . If you need assistance mak-
ing your donation online, please call
Naomi Limor-Sedek at (615) 354-1642.
You may also mail your donation check to
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner
Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville, TN 37205
with a notation “For Refugee Crisis.” •

Be Part of the international
Jewish response to aid
refugees and migrants 
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Celebrating the Golden Age 
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with Jacob Ruden, who is completing his
residency in biomedical sciences at
Vanderbilt University. She said the pair
originally discovered NowGen by look-
ing up “20/30s Jewish life” online and
have been enjoying NowGen’s weekly
trivia nights. 

Rosh Bash “was a great way to meet
people,” she said. 

The event was co-sponsored by
Reliant Bank, the Vanderbilt Hillel
graduate student program, XMI Holdings

and the Dog Spot. To find out about
NowGen and upcoming events, contact
Carolyn Hecklin Hyatt at
Carolynh@jewishnashville.org or visit
nowgennashville.org .  •

Anna Lauren Levy is a writer new to
Nashville. She is getting her master’s in edu-
cation with a focus on English as a second
language from Lipscomb University.
Contact her at allaurena@gmail.com or visit
annalaurena.com. 

Children’s Academy and studies early
childhood education at Lipscomb
University. 

“Even though I've been here a few
years, I met a ton of new people that I
can't wait to get to know better,” she
said. Though it’s hard to balance work,
school and a social life, she said that
“making Jewish friends here is definite-
ly... important to me as a young adult,
and especially trying to make a life and
home here in Nashville.” 

Jeff Sterne is on the NowGen board
for civic engagement. He moved to
Nashville three years ago to work at
Nissan. “I wasn't really active in a Jewish
community at home in [the] Chicago
burbs nor in college in DC.” But after
Sterne moved to Nashville, he said,
“Nowgen became my entire social circle
of friends.”

Erica Schwartz, a graduate student
at Vanderbilt, heard about NowGen
through a family friend. When asked
what she enjoys about NowGen, she
said, “I didn't know anyone when I
moved here in June...and I’m looking to
broaden my network of people. It’s a bit
of a cultural shift coming down South
from Boston…[so I] enjoy meeting peo-
ple in the Jewish community, because it's
nice to connect with people that under-
stand how I grew up. It’s important for
me to have a Jewish base and friends
down here.” 

Sarah Motis, a preschool teacher at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center,
moved to Nashville over the summer

By ANNA LAUREN LEVY 

M
ore than 100 Jewish
young professionals
rung in the New Year
on Sept. 12 at NowGen
Nashville’s sixth annual
Rosh Bash. 

Among them was Hayley Levy, who
had moved to Nashville just one week
before to start a new job.

“The event was great,” Levy said.
“It was the perfect way for me to meet
people. I can see myself coming to future
NowGen events.” 

Carolyn Hecklin Hyatt, the new
community engagement associate for the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, said 108 tickets were
sold at the event, which was held at The
Harding House at the Belle Meade
Plantation and featured appetizers, cock-
tails and music.

NowGen is the Nashville
Federation’s outreach program for young
Jewish professional ages 22-40, a diverse
group that includes newcomers to
Nashville as well as those who grew up
here, singles starting out in their careers
and looking to meet people as well as
young families looking for friends and
activities for their children as well as
themselves.

It’s Hyatt’s job to develop program-
ming to accommodate this diverse pool
of young professional Jews, and she said
she’s been brainstorming possible net-
working events for those looking to grow
their careers and make connection while
also looking to establish partnerships
with kid-centered institutions around
town for family fun. What annual events
like Rosh Bash and the Purim
Masquerade provide, Hyatt explained, is
a great opportunity for the young profes-
sional Jewish community to come
together as a whole and celebrate. 

David Deerson moved to
Nashville a month prior to Rosh Bash for
Vanderbilt Law School. He found out
about Rosh Bash through a friend at the
Vanderbilt Chabad House. When asked
about the event, he said, “I spoke with a
great mix of people, from practicing
attorneys to new friends who I'm excited
to meet up with again soon.”  

Laura Queryrouze works at Micah

NowGen’s Rosh Bash Rings in the New Year 

Sarah Eckstein (left) and Anna Lauren Levy
were among those welcoming the New Year
at NowGen Nashville’s annual Rosh Bash. 

GJCC statement on Planned Parenthood event

W
e would like to take
this opportunity to
share with you an
update on a recent
development with
a proposed rental of

our Gordon Jewish Community Center
auditorium. Planned Parenthood
approached us in August to rent our audi-
torium for a fundraiser after another
organization had backed out. We accept-
ed their request, as we have with many
non-profit organizations who have asked
to rent space at the GJCC. This proposed
arrangement was a rental only and, like
all other rentals, did not include an
endorsement by the GJCC.

We regularly rent our auditorium,
rooms, gym and pool for weddings, life
cycle events, meetings and fundraisers to a
variety of individuals and organizations
who represent a broad spectrum of thoughts
and ideas. We use these rental fees to help
us offset overhead and to fund high quality
services for our members and the Greater

Nashville community. These rental fees are
an important part of our budget each year.
To qualify to rent space at the GJCC, all
individuals and organizations must meet
certain guidelines. One criterion for renting
space is that the proposed rental does not
cause financial harm to the GJCC. 

After further review of this proposed
rental and multiple discussions with a
wide range of our membership, the lead-
ership of the GJCC quickly realized the
first hurdle for rentals – “do” no financial
harm” – would not be met. The decision
was made that we could no longer rent
our auditorium for this event. This deci-
sion was not made easily, as many mem-
bers of our leadership are also supporters
of Planned Parenthood. The conclusion
that was reached, however, was not
about whether one supports or does not
support a particular organization. The
sole basis for the decision was our
attempt to act in the best interest of our
organization. We informed Planned
Parenthood of our decision and worked

with them to secure an alternative site. 
While our handling of this request

from Planned Parenthood was certainly
awkward and unartful, we believe that the
ultimate decision not to have the event at
the GJCC was the best option for our
organization. We are a Jewish-centered
organization that represents a spectrum of
religious practices and political and social
beliefs both within Judaism and in the
greater Nashville community. We regret
that we accepted the rental request and
then altered our course (and have apolo-
gized to Planned Parenthood for the
same), but we have a fiduciary obligation
to all of our constituents to ensure the
financial stability of our organization. We
determined that allowing this rental
would cause unnecessary financial harm
and bring about unwanted and needless
conflict throughout our membership.

During the past week, we have had
many discussions with members of the
GJCC about this issue. While the politi-
cal and social views of our membership

are wide and varied, there exists a deep
and consistent commitment to respect-
fully discuss and embrace diversity.
Members of all faiths, ages and social
beliefs have engaged in meaningful, con-
structive discussions about our role as a
Jewish community center. To be sure,
not all of our membership is happy with,
or supportive of, our decision and we
respect their thoughts and concerns. We
also respect the passion that some of our
members have for Planned Parenthood. 

The GJCC's decision was not about
backing away from an agreement or sup-
porting any particular organization. It
was our attempt to be sensitive to our
entire community, Jewish and non-
Jewish, to protect our financial stability
and to ensure our tag line “you belong
here” is more than just words.

Sincerely, 

Carla Rosenthal, GJCC board president
Leslie Sax, GJCC executive director 
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deserves all the kudos it can get.” 
Hadassah has been one of Limor’s

dearest volunteer endeavors since she
arrived in Nashville more than
40 years ago with her husband,
Alex. She’s been president of
the local chapter – twice. She
also served on the regional
board and as regional president
and a member of the national
board. At the national level,
she chaired Hadassah’s consti-
tution committee for eight
years and the national camps
committee for four, overseeing
Camp Tel Yehuda, the senior
leadership camp, and four
regional junior camps, includ-
ing Camp Judaea in North
Carolina.

Limor speaks of Camp
Judaea with a special fondness from her
association with it as both a parent and a
volunteer. “All my kids went there, and
we have made a lot of great friends
through Camp Judaea,” she says. 

In fact, Klein said the local chapter
is honoring Limor’s request that this
year’s fundraiser be dedicated to Camp
Judaea and its motto of helping Jewish
children experience “a little bit of Israel
in the Blue Ridge Mountains.” 

Limor grew up in Oak Ridge, where
her parents stayed after taking part in the
effort to build the first atomic bomb. She
met Alex, a native of Nashville, while
they were students at the University of
Tennessee. After the couple moved to
Nashville, Bobbie graduated from

prospective major donors. The second, a
dessert reception from 7-9 p.m. at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center, is
open to all members, associ-
ates, family and friends of
Bobbie for a minimum dona-
tion in addition to the cou-
vert to help cover costs.
Barbara Pailet, a National
Board Member and devoted
leader of Hadassah, will be the
featured speaker at both
events.  Hadassah members
will receive their invitations
by mail.

For her part, Limor feels
“a little uncomfortable” with
all the hoopla. “It’s not my
style. I like being in the
background,” she says, “The
volunteer work I do is
because I believe in the organization
and want to support the community.

“But it’s for a good cause. Hadassah

By CHARLES BERNSEN

A
lthough she has catered
hundreds of b’nai mitz-
vah luncheons, wedding
dinners and other Jewish
communal gatherings
for almost four decades,

Bobbie Limor won’t be providing the food
next month when the local Hadassah
chapter holds its annual fundraiser. 

Instead she’ll be the guest of honor. 
“Nashville Hadassah is so pleased

and proud that Bobbie Limor will be
our Woman of Valor for the 2015
Hadassah Donor Event,” said Leslie
Klein, president of the local chapter.
“She is such a beloved figure in
Nashville, and indeed throughout the
Southern region of Hadassah.” 

Limor will actually be honored at
two events on Sunday, Oct. 25. The first,
a 10:30 a.m. brunch at the home of
Phyllis Alper, will recognize current and

Hadassah’s annual fundraiser will honor
Bobbie Limor, “beloved figure in Nashville” 

Bobbie Limor. Nashville
Hadassah’s Woman of
Valor for 2015. 

Vanderbilt’s Peabody College but decid-
ed to be a stay-at-home mom rather than
pursue a career, which gave her flexibili-
ty not only to start her catering business
but also do volunteer work. 

All five of her sons – Ben, Danny,
Sam, Yoni and Avi – attended Akiva
School, so it was natural for her to get
involved there, first as a board member
and then as president during the crucial
period in which the school’s new build-
ing was funded and constructed. 

Limor also has also been a board
member of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, serving
as both the woman’s campaign chair and
annual campaign chair. It was during
that period that she helped start the
local chapter of the Lion of Judah pro-
gram, which awards distinctive gold pins
women who make extraordinary gifts to
the Federation’s annual campaign. The
local program, which began with just
five Lions, now has more than 80. 

Limor is also a longtime leader at
Congregation Sherith Israel, where she
has served as president of the sisterhood
and chaired various board committees.
She is presently chair of the CSI ceme-
tery committee.

Jewish voluntarism is something
that both Bobbie and Alex, who built
the massive iron monument for the
Nashville Holocaust Memorial at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center,
learned from their parents.

“It has been a natural progression,” she
says. “I’m proud of our volunteer efforts. I
think they’ve made a difference.” •

Michael A. FishCall Today for a FREE consultation

CONF   DENCE
       F   TNESS

We will be highlighting 
travel products and services.

We know that you will want 
to be included in this issue.
Advertisers who contract a 
1/8 page ad or larger can 
contact us for inclusion in 
articles pertaining to your 
business of up to 250 words.

Deadline for ads is 
October 15, 2015

Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager
615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax: 615-352-0056

The Observer’s Annual

Travel & 
Leisure

I S S U E
is Coming November 2015!

Barbara Schwarcz, the Federation’s
newcomer liaison and events coordina-
tor, at barbara@jewishnashville.org or
(615) 354-1630. 

The Welcoming Ambassadors
Program is a new initiative of the
Federation aimed at improving the
experience of newcomers to the
Nashville Jewish community by
adding personal, face-to-face interac-
tions with more than 30 individuals
who have volunteered to be welcom-
ing ambassadors. 

If you know a newcomer – or if
you want to be a volunteer – please
contact Schwarcz. •

A
re you new to
Nashville?  Are you
returning after an
absence and want to
reconnect with the
Jewish community?   

The Welcoming Ambassadors
Program of Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee will
hold its second Newcomer Reception
from 5-7 p.m. on Oct. 21 at the home
of Suriva Fischer. Invitations are being
emailed to the more than 40 people
who attended the first reception last
month. If you weren’t there but would
like to attend the second event, contact

Federation sets 2nd Newcomer
Reception for Oct. 21
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was the appearance of Maurice Karr, who
at age 92 is the sole surviving PGW Club
member. There was a tribute to his son,

monthly meetings began to trail off by
the mid-1960s, members and their wives
remained close friends and continued to
sponsor anniversary parties and get-
togethers well into the 1990s. A reunion
luncheon for several of the remaining
PGW wives was held as recently as 2013. 

Many of the “kids” of PGW mem-
bers and their spouses who attended the
event are now grandparents. They were
joined by several wives and childhood
friends of PGW members, including
Dooley Gross, Shirley Greenberg,
Barbara Cohen, Lillian Schklar, Ruth
Klar, Bernice Rothstein, Minnie Berlin,
and Dorothy Kohnstamm. A highlight

By RANDY GROSS

M
ore than 50 “kids”
were on hand on
Sept. 20 to celebrate
the 80th anniversary
of the Promote
General Welfare

(PGW) Club, a Jewish social club and
basketball team for boys.  

Started in 1935 by the Young Men’s
Hebrew Association, the precursor
organization of the Gordon Jewish
Community Center, the PGW Club
expanded over time to 35 members and
their wives, most of whom remained life-
long friends. 

The group held regular meetings,
and its basketball team competed until
World War II, when most of the mem-
bers joined the armed services. All but
one – Ralph Shepard – returned safely.
When the club was re-established in
1945, its members honored their fallen
friend by creating the annual Ralph
Shepard Award (now called the Kehillah
Award) for outstanding achievement
among Nashville’s Jewish youth. 

After the war, the club continued to
hold monthly meetings and contribute
to social causes such as the Red Cross,
March of Dimes, and various Jewish
charities. But mostly PGW was a social
club, and the members sponsored
anniversary parties, social events and
New Year’s Eve dances open to the
Jewish community at venues like the
Maxwell House and the Noel Hotel.
The 1960 New Year’s event planned for
the Hermitage Hotel was cancelled due
to the hotel company’s policy excluding
Jews from certain venues. While the

“Kids” of the PGW Club Hold 80th anniversary reunion

Maurice Karr (second from left) is the only surviving member of the Promote General Welfare
Club, a youth group launched 80 years ago by the Nashville Young Men’s Hebrew Association.
Randy Gross, shown here holding his daughter Lilia Claire, organized an anniversary reunion
attended by more than 50 children and wives of original members, including Barbara Cohen
(left) and Bernice Rothstein. In the background is a photo of the 1937 PGW basketball team. 

Marshall Karr, who had been eager to
attend the reunion but passed away
unexpectedly three weeks earlier. He was
remembered and celebrated warmly as a
recipient of the Ralph Shepard Award
and for his overall contribution to the
Jewish community. 

Those attending the event also
watched films and looked at pictures of
the PGW Club’s anniversaries and other
events collected over the years by
Charles Gross. A selection of minutes
from some of the PGW meetings was
read to howls of laughter. 

The GJCC provided the room and
sponsored a bagel breakfast for the
reunion, which ended with a reading of a
1953 PGW anniversary speech by Charles
Gross that expressed the group’s signifi-
cance: “Whether we realize it or not, in
many ways our lives have been influenced
greatly by this little organization.”  •

Randy Gross is the son of the late
PGW member Charles Gross. He organ-
ized the gathering of children, wives and
friends in order to honor the members and to
celebrate the incredible friendships and com-
munity they developed over 80 years. 

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

4003 HILLSBORO ROAD
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE  37215

(615) 385-0140

RICHTERS
ESTATE JEWELERS SINCE 1893



10 October 2015 The Observer

when they speak about their military
experience, you can’t fully understand
about stepping on mines, picking up
body parts, arriving at the hospital too
late to say goodbye to a friend. Your
group sits down to talk in a park. You can
see hillsides and trees extending out into
Israel. You’re told you’re sitting on land
for future rows of 20, 22, 21, 22, 22, 22.  

They don’t tell you you’ll feel guilty.
The land may be your people’s, but can
you really call the state yours? You didn’t
serve in the army. You didn’t have any
friends die. You went to college and
lived. You should join the army. But
you’re afraid. You learned about laying
down a life for freedom in America. But
until Israel, you never understood it. 

They don’t tell you about daily life.
When Birthright is over, you stay with
an Israeli from your trip for a few days.
On the train that goes from Tel Aviv to
Rishon Lezion, a neighboring city, you
see soldiers commuting from the army to
home and from home back to the army.
You watch parents on the train reading
to their young children. You see the signs
posted outside the train with a running-
man emblem and an arrow pointing to
the nearest train station. You don’t have
to ask your Israeli friend what it means.
You saw the movie where the aliens
attacked the city and people had to take
shelter. Only this isn't a movie. On your
second to last day in Israel, you cry

itual awakening. Instead you see that
your people – women – are still fighting
to pray. The Wall’s divided: 80 percent
for men, 20 percent for women. The rab-
binic authority of the Western Wall for-
bids women from reading the Torah,
wearing tallit or praying out loud because
“kol b’isha erva” (the voice of woman is
lewd). But there’s a movement, Women
of the Wall. Women sneak in Torahs and
sing out loud. Why in the State of Israel
can every Jew not pray equally?

They don’t prepare you for the sad-
ness. You’d never heard of Mount Herzl
and the rows and rows and rows and rows
of graves. You’d never heard of lone sol-
dier. You never saw so many headstones
with ages 20, 22, 21, 22, 22, 22. The
Israelis traveling with you cry. Even

By ANNA LAUREN LEVY

B
irthright is a free 10-day trip
to Israel that immerses Jews
ages 18-26 in Israeli culture,
politics, food, economy and
Judaism. Those who plan
the trip, friends and family

members who’ve gone before, try to pre-
pare you. But they don’t tell you how
your emotions will betray you. 

You get mad when a sales clerk tells
you the price in Hebrew. Can’t she see
like they did in Thailand that you’re a
foreigner? You don’t look like her. You
have dark curly hair, dark eyes and ... you
look exactly like her. In Israel, no one
asks you if you’re from Mexico or Italy or
Greece. No one asks if you’re half black. 

You feel at peace walking through a
park in Jerusalem on Shabbat. CNN
never shows Israelis walking their dogs or
pushing baby strollers.  For the first time
you fit in somewhere. You decide you
have to move to Tel Aviv. But you know
it’s the breath of a dream you’ll forget as
soon as you wake up back in the States.
Instead, you extend your trip. Because
when you look out across the beach in
Tel Aviv, you feel tethered not by the
nation to which you were born but to the
nationality to which you belong. 

They don’t tell you that you’ll be
angry when you get to the Western Wall,
where your people have sought to pray
for thousands of years. You wanted a spir-

What they don't tell you about Birthright

Anna Lauren Levy at the top of Masada. 

because the novels are real. The Hunger
Games. Divergent. Any dystopia in which
children are sent to war. 

“Thank you for reminding us how
horrible our lives are,” jokes an Israeli
friend when you express your sadness.
How is he joking? But he closes the door
on the conversation by laying down a
card in the game you’re playing. Israelis
have a big appetite for life – that’s what
they choose to focus on. 

On your last day, you go back to
Jerusalem, back to the Western Wall.
You walk through all the places your
Birthright trip leader took you. Only
now the experience is yours alone and
not shared with 30 other Jewish-
Americans trying to buy a slice of Israel
in the Old City. You still feel anger and
frustration at the Wall. You just want to
lean in and kiss it like everyone else. You
want to feel a connection to Israel. 

That evening, you walk Ben Yehuda
Street in Jerusalem. A man plays a guitar
for shekels. Teenagers talk on the phone
and couples hold hands. You sit in a café,
your tea cooling. They never told you
Jerusalem was a city like any other –
because it’s not. So you choose to focus
on what really matters. So you let the
corners of anger and holes of sadness be
smoothed with gratitude into love. •

Anna Lauren Levy returned from her
Birthright Israel trip in August. 

rest of the group outside of the shuk.
Together, we all walked to a park, gath-
ered our various items and had a deli-
cious lunch of pitas filled with falafel,
hummus, Israeli salad, cabbage and baba
ganoush. We also had apples and grapes.
Our counselors even surprised us with
delicious chocolate marzipan rugelach. It
was a fantastic afternoon in Jerusalem. 

I met so many fabulous people on my
trip to Israel this summer and learned so
much about them and all about Israel
itself. It was my first time off the conti-
nent, and I wouldn’t have wanted to
spend it any other way. We climbed
mountains, discovered cities and made
memories and friends that I am confident
will last us long after high school ends. 

This trip has made me so much more
empathetic and supportive of the state of
Israel. I saw historic places, like the
Independence Hall where David Ben-
Gurion and others signed Israel’s
Declaration of Independence or the
square where Yitzak Rabin was shot. This
country is strong; they deserve our help
and respect. Am Yisrael Chai! •

Stephanie Blumenthal is the daughter of
Patricia and Eric Blumenthal. Her trip to
Israel was subsidized by the Jewish
Federation and Foundation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee through its Mary and
Harry Zimmerman Family Youth Exchange
Endowment Fund, which provides financial
incentives for exchange trips to Israel for
area high school and college students. For
information about the Zimmerman Fund
contact Harriet Schiftan at harriet@jewish-
nashille.org or (615) 354-1687.

By STEPHANIE 
BLUMENTHAL 

T
his summer I had the
opportunity to join other
teenagers from my camp,
URJ Goldman Union
Camp Institute, on a trip
to Israel through the

North American Federation of Temple
Youth (NFTY) Adventure program. 

I have been a camper at GUCI for
seven years, and this is the trip every
camper dreams about. During this trip,
Jewish teens from 10 states who had
gone to my camp came together in Israel.
We were in Israel for a month and we
traveled all over; we spent four days in
the Negev, four days hiking across the
country from the Kinneret to the
Mediterranean Sea and in a variety of
cities, hostels and kibbutzim. 

One of my favorite memories is from
our stay in Jerusalem when we visited the
shuk, or market. Our four counselors split
our group of 39 into groups of four. Each
group was given 100 shekels and
instructed to buy one food item that
would be used to make lunch for the
entire group. My group was in charge of
buying pita. 

Upon entering the market, I was
dazed by the huge variety: booths that
were restaurants, booths that had tables
and tables of spices, booths that sold pro-
duce, baked goods, clothes – and pita!
My group walked through the busy shuk
and looked at the prices for pita at three
stands. We decided on our bargaining
price. We bought our pita and met the

My first trip to Israel 

Chanukah 
is Coming
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Nashville Repertory Theatre: Nashville’s
professional regional theatre

Nashville Repertory Theatre is your professional, regional theatre. Each season, it
stages classics of American theatre, Tony Award and Pulitzer Prize winners, and
enthralling new works – all featuring local artists and actors. 

This season, it will present Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, a classic that’s
really like an Elizabethan buddy comedy; A Christmas Story, the holiday classic that’s
perfect for the whole family; Good Monsters, an intense, new play by Nashville’s own
Nate Eppler, and Chicago, the unforgettable American musical. For even more intimate
theatre experiences with Nashville Rep, you don’t want to miss REPaloud events
(Reading Excellent Plays aloud) with Nashville actors giving staged readings of fantas-
tic plays as well as the Ingram New Works Festival that brings five all-new plays creat-
ed this year by Nashville Repertory playwrights. 

The 2015-16 season won’t be the same without you! Visit NashvilleRep.org to learn
more and to purchase tickets.

Optique: helping you deal 
with dim light while dining out

Many people find when dining out or in theatres with low lighting, their near vision
is more difficult than usual.  After age 40, we naturally lose the ability to focus up close.  

“In setting the ambiance, most restaurants have dim lighting,” says Dr. Michele
Sonsino, optometrist and partner at Optique Eyecare and Eyewear.  “If you are over the
age of 40 and do not have appropriate reading glasses or contact lenses, you may notice
that your ability to read is impacted.” 

But there is more to the story. As we age, there are other factors that contribute to
the loss of ability to read in dim lighting.  “Factors such as increasing nearsightedness,
early onset of cataracts, normal decrease of photoreceptors in the retina, some rare eye
conditions, and even vitamin deficiencies all may contribute to difficulty reading at the
restaurant,” Sonsino says.

While treatable, many of those causes are considered normal processes of aging.
However, there are insidious causes that do not have such simple treatments,” says  Dr.
Jeffrey Sonsino, optometrist and partner at Optique. “Even though many people can be
fixed with simple devices, like progressive glasses or multifocal contact lenses, we are
always on the lookout for eye conditions that are not so simple to treat.” 

Although there is no cure for age-related macular degeneration or glaucoma, there
are good treatments that can prolong the ability to read.  While at Vanderbilt, Dr.
Sonsino invented a pair of reading glasses that help people with vision impairment read.  

For more information on this commercially available device, contact Low Vision
Readers at (888) 509-0910.

Cell: 615-351-7333 
Office: 615-371-2424
Fax: 615-371-2429

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

email: fpargh@me.com franklinpargh.com 
1585 Mallory Lane 
Suite 103
Brentwood, TN 37027

Cell: 615-504-2685

LANA PARGH
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Trattoria Il Mulino: an authentic Italian
dining experience

Located in the Nashville Hilton Downtown, Trattoria Il Mulino is a spinoff of New
York City’s Il Mulino with a cuisine modeled on the famous its famous menu created by
executive chef Michele Mazza. 

Nashville’s Trattoria Il Mulino’s executive chef Thomas Cook draws upon his expe-
rience and adds local flair, resulting in an exceptional and delectable experience unique
to the Music City.  

The restaurant design effortlessly combines old-world architectural elements that
evoke authentic Italian trattorias with sleek, modern accents such as sculptural light fix-
tures and tinted mirror panels of red, orange and gold. Key features include a bustling
exposition kitchen with a brick pizza oven, a centerpiece bar, beautiful outdoor patio
with a separate bar and private dining rooms.

Franklin Pargh: helping homebuyers
find the perfect place for entertaining

These days people love to entertain in their homes.  As a realtor I serve many
homebuyers seeking a place that will fit their entertainment needs – a large, open engag-
ing living room, or perhaps a large outdoor space to hold family events and gatherings.
Others seek a home with a built in theatre. These days the words “home” and “enter-
tainment” are synonymous. 

When it comes to dining out, location is very important.  Buyers are looking for
walkability to local eateries and social gatherings.  With Nashville’s food scene getting
bigger and more popular, we are seeing the need to find homes in certain areas that offer
great dining experiences as well.  Whether it’s a quick walk to get some ice cream, or a
short Uber ride to a fine dining experience, having the location that offers this a must
have for some buyers in this market. 

Contact me, Franklin Pargh of Synergy Realty Network, at (615) 351-7333 or visit
franklinpargh.com.

Porta Via: focus on fresh, authentic
Italian cuisine 

When Porta Via opened its doors in Bellevue 25 years ago, it gained a reputation
for serving excellent authentic Italian cuisine. Locally owned and operated, there are
now two locations, one in Belle Meade and one in Cool Springs. 

Under the guidance of Executive Chef Giovanni Giosa, a native Italian who
trained in Florence, Porta Via has maintained a loyal customer base with its focus on
fresh gourmet Italian food. In 2011, it became the first Italian restaurant in Tennessee
to receive certification from the Vera Pizza Napoletana (VPN) for creating pizzas
authentically in the Naples style, as they have been made for the last 250 years. 

Giosa and his team start every day at 5 a.m. making fresh dough for the pizzas
according to the VPN guidelines. The dough proofs for eight hours while the staff cre-
ates fresh sauces, pastas, breads and gelatos. By making all the recipes from scratch with
the very best ingredients, the chef is able to control his flavors and create a lasting
impression for the customer. 

Porta Via aims to create a relaxed yet sophisticated atmosphere so customers can
enjoy an authentic Italian dining experience. The staff is trained to be knowledgeable
about the food and wine they are serving, so that they can make the customer's experi-
ence more complete and welcoming. 

Here are some unsolicited comments from loyal customers: 
• “You will have to tell me next time you plan a trip. I am sure I can give advice

on some good restaurants/places to stay and visit. If you like Italian pizza, try
Porta Via on White Bridge, it is the closest thing I found in Nashville so far.” 

• “Each and every time, I get great service, a friendly smile, and a wonderful
meal. Awesome awesome awesome.” 

• “Excellent! Great menu choices and variety of items. Quality, service, cleanli-
ness was top notch! Nice ambience too.”

Hutton Hotel’s 1808 Grille: healthful,
seasonal fare

Executive Chef Jake Strang uses his extensive experience and intrinsic passion for
quality and simplicity to form the overall experience at 1808 Grille, which has become
a culinary destination for Music City’s leaders in business and entertainment. His award-
winning seasonal New American menus feature prime meat, sustainable seafood and
local produce. 

Wine lovers, too, will tell you 1808 Grille is a must. Popular wine events are curat-
ed by the in-house sommelier, and the extensive wine list has been honored annually
with Wine Spectator’s Award of Excellence. 

Centrally located and offering complimentary valet parking, 1808 Grille is an ideal
location for business lunches. But don’t miss the delicious selections at breakfast, dinner
and weekend brunch as well. There’s even a full bar menu, where you’ll find one of
Nashville’s favorite burgers. And for a more intimate setting, the restaurant offers per-
sonalized menus in two private dining rooms.  

The hotel and restaurant are at 1808 West End Ave. Visit them online at
www.1808Grille.com. Reservations can be made on www.OpenTable.com or by calling
(615) 340-0012.

Sperry’s Restaurant: 41 years of
impeccable food and service 

Sperry’s Restaurant is a timeless Nashville tradition and award-winning, family-
owned dining destination with locations in heart of Belle Meade and Cool Springs. 

Since 1974 Sperry’s has impeccably served high-quality food in a comfortable, old
English atmosphere. Using only the finest ingredients and products available – includ-
ing aged, heavily-marbled beef, the freshest seafood available, premium cheeses, oils and
spices – Sperry’s food is as fresh as it gets. Known for its undisputed attention to culinary
detail, Southern hospitality and inviting ambience, Sperry’s can accommodate an inti-
mate dinner for two or help you entertain a party of 75. 

In addition to being one of the best steakhouses in Southeast, Sperry’s boasts an
extensive wine list with more than 188 selections as well as a weekly happy hour that
features unbeatable deals on martinis, wines, spirits and small-plate food options, fond-
ly called Burton’s Bites after owner Al Thomas’ grandfather, Burton Sperry. 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO BOOK YOUR 

HOLIDAY PARTIES

Cool Springs
650 Frazier Drive

Franklin, TN 37067
615-778-9950

Next to Thomasville Furniture store

Belle Meade
5109 Harding Road

Nashville, TN 37205
615-353-0809

1/4 Mile past the Belle Meade Plantation

COOL SPRINGS - PARTIES OF 8 TO 85
BELLE MEADE - PARTIES UP TO 20

OPEN FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE COOL SPRINGS 
LOCATION FROM 10:30AM TO 3:00PM 

FOR ALL SPECIAL EVENTS AND PROMOTIONS VISIT WWW.SPERRYS.COM

Wine Spectator
2010 Award of 

Excellence

GIVE THE GIFT THEY WILL APRECIATE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
ONLINE OR AT THE RESTAURANT

Voted Best 
Steakhouse by 
Nashville Scene

Must-try menu items at Sperry’s include delicious beef entrees, its famous salad bar
complete with home-made green goddess dressing and the bananas foster dessert.
Sperry’s Restaurants are located at 5109 Harding Road just past the Belle Meade
Plantation and in Cool Springs at 650 Frazier Drive next to Thomasville Furniture.
There’s also a Sperry’s in Florence, AL. 

Go to www.sperrys.com for more information and to make reservations.

RED Spirits & Wine: 
Big changes are brewing

This September, RED Spirits & Wine is celebrating its anniversary. Hard to believe
that it’s already been four great years of serving the Nashville community in Bellevue
and we’ve loved every step of the journey!  

You may have noticed the new facelift to the front service areas and the construc-
tion of RED’s new “state of the art” Growler Station, where guests can choose from the
finest local and craft beers “ready to go” straight from the tap.  With interest in craft beer
continuing to grow, RED will be serving the best brews with a rotating menu of local
favorites, allocated release and special brews that will only be available at RED.  

In addition to fantastic beers, RED will adding four more taps that will serve wine
straight from the keg. This will allow us to offer many unique and small production
wines that you might not be able to find in the bottle.  This is already a popular concept
in many large markets, and RED will be among the first to offer it in Tennessee.  We’ve
also added a large humidor and are starting a fine selection of cigars and accessories, as
well as now providing mixers, soft drinks, stemware, and lot’s of other items.  

There are exciting changes underway at RED, and we thank the community for the
support through our first four years.  We are committed to bringing Nashville the finest
in wines, spirits, beer and much more in a lively atmosphere with a great staff that strives
to give our guests the best service.  We hope to see you soon at RED.

Specializing in new, used 
& refurbished instruments, 

gear,accessories,apparel & rentals
We Deliver!

NashvilleMusicGear.com
Michael Simon

michael@nashvillemusicgear.com
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WWW.BONGOJAVA .COM/GR I N S

LOCATED IN THE SCHULMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE ON VANDERBILT CAMPUS

Now on the kosher menu at Grins: 
free parking 

Grins Vegetarian Café, Nashville’s first certified kosher restaurant, has added a
sweet treat that you’ll want to try but won’t want to eat: free, convenient parking for off-
campus customers. And the café, located on the Vanderbilt University campus, is offer-
ing a sweet edible incentive to come try it out. 

“We’re not only making it easy for people to come here, we’re offering a bribe to them
to try us out,” says owner Bob Bernstein.  “Until the end of the calendar year, we’re giving
anyone from off campus who parks in our spots a free cookie or coffee with their entrée.”

Located in the Ben Schulman Center for Jewish Life at 2421 Vanderbilt Place, the
café has served the Jewish and college communities since 2002.  However, until now it
has been hard for non-students and faculty to get to. Free, dedicated parking right out-
side the door makes it a perfect place for anyone to get breakfast, lunch, dinner or an in-
between snack.

The Schulman Center is home to Vanderbilt Hillel. Executive Director Ari Dubin
said Hillel “is thrilled that we can now offer free parking to people coming to the build-
ing. This is a tremendous way to make it easier for the Jewish community to take advan-
tage of Nashville’s kosher restaurant.”

Grins serves a globally-inspired menu that includes breakfast tacos, paninis, salads
and even a tofu version of Nashville’s Hot Chicken.  The café is owned by Bongo
Productions, which also owns Bongo Java, Fido, Fenwick’s 300 and Hot & Cold.

Noshville: a perfect combination of
food and atmosphere 

At Noshville Delicatessen, the goal is simple: To prepare and serve the highest
quality food in a friendly, comfortable atmosphere. 

1918 Broadway   615-329-NOSH (329-6674)
4014 Hillsboro Circle  615-269-3535
Nashville Intl Airport [A|B Terminal]   615-275-NOSH (275-6674)

www.noshville.com

Make Your Mother Happy...
Eat and Enjoy!!!

Dine-In, Carry Out
& Cateringg

N A S H V I L L E ’ S  N E W E S T  E L I T E  D I N I N G  V E N U E
JOIN US FOR LUNCH AND DINNER + WEEKEND BRUNCH
144 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH  LOCATED AT HILTON NASHVILLE DOWNTOWN
RESERVATIONS 615 620 3700  TRATTORIAILMULINONASHVILLE.COM

CASUAL CHIC DINING
TRATTORIA IL MULINO

NASHVILLE

Noshville is not only a delicious place to visit for breakfast, lunch and dinner
(Midtown only), but also great for catering. Whether you are getting together at the
office or entertaining at home, Noshville will customize any menu to meet your indi-
vidual needs, offering a wide variety of assorted trays, platters and box lunches. 

Noshville is also available for restaurant rental for anything from wedding rehears-
al dinners and receptions to bar and bat mitzvah celebrations. We provide the perfect
combination of food, service and atmosphere for any occasion. 

Noshville has three convenient locations offering the Make your Mother
Happy…Eat and Enjoy Experience, in the heart of Green Hills at 4014 Hillsboro Circle,
1918 Broadway and the A/B Terminal of the Nashville International Airport. so come see
why we have been voted Best Delicatessen 17 years and remember Noshville is an eating
experience, not just a place to eat! Visit our website at www.noshville.com for more details.
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Creative

Custom

Kosher

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Weddings

Private Parties

We meet all your planning needs:
Linens, Decorations, Flowers, 

Custom Cakes & More

615-383-0777
sales@sovafood.com

SOVA Catering features 

Chef Kevin Alexandroni

Trained At 
The Culinary
Institute of
America
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featuring

with older adults and brings experience
and enthusiasm to this position,” said
GJCC Executive Director Leslie Sax.

encourage businesses to become more
senior-friendly.

“Health and wellness have always
been of interest to me, and I tend to
gravitate towards more ‘vulnerable’
populations,” said Leff. “Of course, once
I learned more about older adults, I real-
ized that this demographic spans a large
age range that have different health
needs.”

Leff, 31, grew up in central New
Jersey and went to Rutgers University.
After working briefly in advertising
sales for a television station, she
returned to school at Montclair State
University and got a master’s in public
health with a focus on community
health education.

“Alex is passionate about working

A
lexandra ‘Alex’ Leff has
been named director of
adult programs at the
Gordon Jewish
Community Center.
Left takes over for

Meryl Kraft, who retired at the end of
last month. 

Before moving to Nashville with her
fiancé, David Heller, Leff worked at the
Jewish Renaissance Medical Center in
Newark, NJ as an outreach and partner-
ship coordinator. One of her projects
there was an Aging in Place initiative in
which she created a directory of
resources to allow seniors to remain at
home as long as possible. She also
worked with local businesses to provide a
checklist of accommodations that would

New Jersey native Alex Leff takes
helm of adult programming at GJCC

“While we all know she has huge shoes
to fill, both Meryl and I feel that she is
up to the challenge.”

In addition to her interest in the
health needs of the aging population,
Leff said, “I truly enjoy spending time
with older individuals. They have so
many life experiences and stories, and I
appreciate their candor and how they
don't hold back on their opinions just to
be nice.”

Leff loves to travel – she has visited
far flung family in both Sweden and
Israel and is making plans for a trip to
Peru – and her avocations include “cook-
ing and eating, trying new fitness classes
and doing anything outdoors.

“I also love seeing live music,” she
said, “so I am particularly excited about
moving to Nashville!” •

Alex Leff

in New Orleans and Huntsville, AL. 
Rosenberg, who started in her new

post the day after Rosh Hashanah, spent
the previous year working with special
needs Jewish youth in the Philadelphia
as regional director for Yachad, the
National Jewish Council for Disabilities. 

In her BBYO post, she will also be
the teen program director and assistant
camp director for the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. •

T
he new director of
Nashville’s BBYO chapter
is a familiar face. 

Sheri Rosenberg has
returned to Nashville to
lead the local Jewish youth

group for high school students and its
counterpart for junior high students,
BBYO Connect. As assistant BBYO
regional director, she will also have respon-
sibility for helping oversee BBYO chapters

Rosenberg returns to
direct Nashville BBYO

carrie mills 

pet portraits 

615-210-5044 
csmills4@hotmail.com 
carriemillsdesign.com 
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War program, and Edward Kissi, associ-
ate professor of Africana studies at the
University of South Florida. 

Vanderbilt’s annual Holocaust lec-
ture series is the longest-running pro-
gram of its kind at any university in the
United States. Other events in this year’s
series include: 

Oct. 6, 7 p.m., Benton Chapel 
“Etty,” a one-woman theatrical play

adapted by Susan Stein from the diaries
and letters of Esther ‘Etty’ Hillesum, a
young Dutch Jewish woman living in
German-occupied Amsterdam in 1941. 

Oct. 12, 7 p.m. 126 Wilson Hall
“Hitler’s Furies: German Women in

the Nazi Killing Fields,” a lecture by
Wender Lower, the Roth Professor of
History and Roberts Fellow at
Claremont McKenna College. 

targeted groups and influence concep-
tions of self among perpetrators and vic-
tims, bystanders and witnesses.

Joeden-Forgey will part of the final
event in the series, a Nov. 5 panel dis-
cussion aimed at ending the “shame-
filled and stigma-fearing silence” about
the role that sexual violence has
played in genocidal campaigns ranging
from Europe in the 1940s, Cambodia
in the 1970s and Bosnia in the 1990s
to Darfur and Eastern Congo in the
21st Century. 

The discussion, which begins at 7
p.m. in rooms 235/237 of the Vanderbilt
Commons, will be moderated by Yolanda
Redero, assistant clinical professor of law
at Vanderbilt. Other participants are
Sonja Hedgepeth, professor of German
at Middle Tennessee State University;
Jocelyn Kelly, director of the Harvard
Humanitarian Initiative’s Women in

V
anderbilt University’s
38th annual Holocaust
lecture series begins this
month and will include
not only a traditional
academic lecture but also

a one-woman play, a feature film, a talk
by a survivor and a panel discussion – all
focusing on the role that gender plays in
genocides. 

The question of gender in genocide
“goes well beyond the experiences of
women and girls or the perpetration of
gender-based crimes,” writes Elisa von
Joeden-Forgey, assistant professor of
holocaust and genocide studies at
Stockton University, who will be one of
the scholars taking part in this year’s
series. She contends perpetrators of
genocide use gender to define and organ-
ize their own group and the groups they
are targeting, pursue the destruction of

Annual Vandy Holocaust series will
look at role of gender in genocide

Oct. 20, 7 p.m., Sarratt Cinema
Ida, a Polish feature film directed by

Pawel Pawlikowski set in 1962 about a
young woman orphaned as a child who is
about to take vows as a Catholic nun
when she learns that she is the daughter of
two Jews who perished in the Holocaust. 

Oct. 27, 7 p.m., 101 Buttrick Hall
A talk by Inge Auerbacher, who was

born in Germany in 1935 and spent
three years in the Terezin
(Theresienstadt) concentration camp in
Czechoslovakia.  Her lecture will
describe her memories of life before
World War II in the small village of
Kippenheim where she grew up; her fam-
ily’s deportation to Terezin in 1942; and
the ordeal of survival in a camp where
starvation, disease, and transportation to
the death camps were among the salient
features of everyday life.  •

Saturday, Oct. 31
(Morning service and lunch at the Ben

Schulman Center for Jewish
Life/Vanderbilt Hillel; sessions at the

Student Life Center)

7:45 a.m.: Shabbat Service with Rabbi
Stanley Garfein

9 a.m.: Violent Confrontations and Civil
Rights

• Steven Krause, “From the Mouth of
Nashville’s ‘Pistol-Packing Rabbi’:
Notes from a 1966 Interview with
Rabbi William Silverman”

• Dan Puckett, “The Fire-Bombing of
Gadsden’s Temple Beth Israel”

10:30 a.m.: Atlanta Jewish Women and
Social Justice during the 1960s 

• Emily A. Katz, “Council Women and
Social Welfare Work in 1960s
Atlanta”

• Ellen Rafshoon, “Esther Taylor:
Hadassah Lady Turned Birth Control
Advocate” 

11:45 a.m.: Lunch and keynote address
• Professor Ira Sheskin, University of

Miami, “The Changing Demographic
Profile of Jews in Southern Cities,
1950 – Present and Future” 

ference is $125 ($50 for students), but
Dan Puckett, chair of the host commit-
tee, said there are several options for
Nashville residents who would like to
attend only a portion of the conference. 
• $50, for the Friday tour of Jewish

Nashville, lunch and afternoon sessions. 
• $40 for the Friday dinner and keynote

presentation.
• $25 for the Saturday program, includ-

ing lunch. 
• $25 for the Sunday program.

For more information about the
conference or the historical society, see
www.jewishsouth.org/

Southern Jewish Historical
Society Conference Schedule

Friday, Oct. 30
(lunch and afternoon sessions at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center)

9 a.m.: Bus tour of Nashville Jewish sites

Noon: Lunch and address by Vanderbilt
University Chancellor Nicholas Zeppos 

1:15 p.m.: Murder in Middle Tennessee
• Paul Berger, “Samuel A. Bierfield:

Innocent Victim or Radical
Republican in Reconstruction
Franklin, Tennessee” 

2:15 p.m. Immigrants during the First
Half of the 20th Century

• Jean Roseman, “The May Family
Miracle: German/Nashville
Connections” 

• Shira Kohn, “From German Jews to
Jewish Greeks: Student Refugees in
America’s Southern Universities,
1933-1945” 

4:15 p.m.: Tour of Vanderbilt University
campus

6 p.m.: Dinner and Erev Shabbat Service
at The Temple

• Professor Gary P. Zola, Hebrew Union
College/American Jewish Archives,
“Lincoln and the Jews of the South”

W
hen the Southern
Jewish Historical
Society holds its
40th annual con-
ference in Nash-
ville this month, it

will include presentations by several
well-known scholars.

But this is not your typical academ-
ic conference, said Mark Bauman, chair
of the conference program committee
and editor of Southern Jewish History,
the society’s annual journal. 

“One of the key strengths of the con-
ference is that the levels of the presenta-
tions tend to be high but accessible to a
largely lay audience that frequently inter-
acts with the professionals,” said Bauman,
a retired history professor and author of
Dixie Diaspora: An Anthology of Southern
Jewish History (University of Alabama
Press, 2006). “There aren't many academ-
ic conferences geared so much toward pro-
fessionals and laypeople.”

The theme of this year’s conference,
which runs from Friday, Oct. 30-Sunday,
Nov. 1, is “Jews and the Urban South.”
Sponsors include The Temple,
Congregation Sherith Israel, B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge No. 46 and the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. 

Speakers include not just academics
from numerous universities but also sev-
eral journalists, two attorneys, a premier
southern Jewish demographer, the head
of the American Jewish Archives, a pro-
fessional genealogist who works for the
Leo Baeck Institute and archivists and
museum professionals.

Among the presenters will be Jean
Roseman of Nashville, a longtime mem-
ber of the society and its former corre-
sponding secretary, who will give a pres-
entation titled, “The May Family Miracle:
German/Nashville Connections.” The
conference also includes a bus tour of
Jewish Nashville as well as a concert on
the last night featuring local musicians,
including Congregation Sherith Israel
Rabbi Saul Strosberg. 

The registration fee for the full con-

Nashville conference on Southern Jewish 
history aims to interest non-academics too

1 p.m.: Little Explored Roles of Jews and
the Civil Rights Movement

• Janet Bordelon, “Dialogue in Civil
Rights Era Dixie: Jewish Women’s
Involvement in the Panel of American
Women in Jackson, Mississippi”

• Dina Weinstein, “Miami Civil Rights
Attorney Tobias Simon”

2:30 p.m.: Civic Engagement and Jewish
Mayors

• Scott M. Langston, “Contributions to
Civic Development: The Isaac I.
Moses Family and Girard/Phenix City,
Alabama”

• Rosalind Benjet and Harriet Gross,
“They Made It Big in Big D: Three
Jewish Women Mayors”

4 p.m.: Reception hosted by Vanderbilt
Jewish Studies Program, Buttrick Hall

8 p.m.: Havdalah and dessert reception
at Congregation Sherith Israel

• Southern-style concert of Hassidic,
Israeli, folk, jazz, and klezmer music by
a five-piece band featuring the Rabbi
Saul Strosberg on keyboard. 

Sunday, Nov. 1
All sessions at the Homewood Suites

9 a.m.: Negotiating Identity in 19th-
Century New Orleans

• Patricia Behre, “Finding Those Who
Don’t Want To Be Found: The Artist
as Guide to Networks of Sephardic
Sociability in Early New Orleans” 

• Marlene Trestman, “Anniversary
Celebrations at the Jewish Orphans’ Home
of New Orleans (1855-1946): Engaging
and Elevating the Jewish Community” 

10:30 a.m.: Celebration of Synagogue
Archives with Dana Herman,
American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati;
Jeremy Katz, William Breman Jewish
History Museum, Atlanta; Bonnie
Eisenman, Beth Ahabah Museum and
Archives, Richmond, VA, and  James
Pfeifer, Temple B’nai Israel Archive,
Little Rock •

Ira Sheskin, a geography professor at the
University of Miami who specializes in
Jewish demographics, will give the key note
address on Oct. 31 at the annual conference
of the Southern Jewish Historical Society in
Nashville.  
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Tennessee Trade Mission to Israel

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, seen here ringing the opening bell for the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, led a trade mission
to Israel last month to encourage bilateral trade and investment opportunities focused specifically on high tech,
biotech and healthcare firms. 

Members of the delegation met with U.S. Ambassador to Israel Daniel
Shapiro (center). From left are real estate executive Arthur Perlen,
chair of the Community Relations Committee of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee; Mark Freedman,
Federation executive director; Julie Fisher, wife of Ambassador
Shapiro; Gov. Bill Haslam; Mark A. Cohen, the Justin Potter Professor
of American Competitive Enterprise and professor of law at Vanderbilt
University’s Owen Graduate School of Management, and Tennessee
First Lady Crissy Haslam.

Also on the mission were philanthropist and private investor Bernard
A. Pargh and his wife, Maria Pargh, shown here with Governor Haslam.  

A portion of the delegation visited the
Haklai High School in Hadera, the base
for many of the Partnership2Gether
teacher and student exchanges with
the Nashville Jewish community. Seen
here are (from left) Haklai School
Director Dr. Lior Aviman, Tennessee
First Lady Chrissy Haslam and Israeli
Partnership Steering Committee
Chair, Doron Rubin. While at the
school, the mission delegates partici-
pated in an interactive session with
Haklai High students involved in a
leadership training program that cul-
minates for many of them with a visit
to Nashville or other cities in the P2G
Southeast U.S. Consortium. The ses-
sion which explored “Israel Beyond the
Headlines” was facilitated by Israeli
journalist Nathan Jeffay. Dr. Aviman
will be traveling to Nashville in
December as part of the teacher
exchange program sponsored by the
Nashville Federation and the
Partnership Steering Committee.

Jewish woman part of crew on (simulated) mission to Mars
By PATRICIA CORRIGAN

SAN FRANCISCO — Dr. Sheyna
Gifford is a Jewish medical doctor, sci-
ence journalist, astrophysics researcher
and space enthusiast who is living on
Mars – sort of. 

Gifford, 36, will join five other crew
members in the NASA-funded Hawaii
Space Exploration Analog and
Simulation (HI-SEAS) habitat for a sim-
ulated space mission to Mars that
launched on Aug. 28. For the next 365
days, she and the others will be isolated
inside a geodesic dome that’s 36 feet in
diameter.

Perched on a slope 8,000 feet above
sea level on the Big Island of Hawaii, the
two-story habitat simulates space mis-
sions, to help identify risks associated
with long-term human space exploration.

Recently Gifford was at St. Mary’s
Medical Center in San Francisco to film
training videos for non-medical crew on
how to treat injuries. A Los Angeles
native who grew up in Berkeley, CA and
now lives in St. Louis, Gifford will serve
as a medical doctor, neuroscientist and
habitat journalist for the mission, her sec-
ond, She completed a stint at NASA’s
Human Exploration Research Analog in
the spring.

This HI-SEAS mission to Mars —
longer than any of the previous three —
has several purposes.

“It’s about psychology, logistics, sci-

ence and mainte-
nance,” Gifford
said. “We’re look-
ing at what you
need to feed and
water people for a
year, how much
science you can
get done and how
the crew man-
ages” in about
1,700 square feet
of living space.

The crew includes a field biologist, a
fluid physicist, an astrobiologist, a space-
craft engineer and a space architect. HI-
SEAS researchers are working to develop
effective team composition and support
strategies for traveling to Mars and back,
an estimated three-year journey.

The dome’s 993-square-foot ground
floor includes a kitchen, dining area,
bathroom, lab and exercise area. The
424-square-foot second floor includes six
small sleeping quarters and a half bath. In
addition, a 160-square-foot workshop,
made from a converted shipping contain-
er, is attached to the habitat.

As the only Jew on the crew, Gifford
says she faces several specific challenges.
“Being a Jew is a community activity, a
group effort. Any individual work you do,
such as being a thoughtful, contempla-
tive and helpful person, you do in the
context of the whole world,” she said.
“Also, there will be no other Jews to cel-

ebrate [Jewish] holidays with.”
In post on her blog titled “A Shtick

by Any Other Name: Being Jewish on
Mars,” Gifford explores being the only
Jew on the mission. In it, she quotes
Rabbi Josh Breindel, a friend of hers since
high school who now is at Temple Anshe
Amunim in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.

In another blog about the mission
that she shares with crew members, 

Breindel wonders: “When you’re in a
space station that circles the Earth every
90 minutes, experiencing multiple sun-
downs daily, when, precisely, do you get
your Jew on?”

“Probably I will light the candles —
or turn on the electric candles, as I am
not going to make fire in space — on
Hawaii time, the same time as our ground
control,” Gifford said. “Though of course
at that time I might be in the middle of a
space walk or doing surgery or cleaning
the composting toilet.”

Fortunately, Gifford looks forward to
sharing some Jewish rituals and history.
“None of my roommates at Berkeley were
Jewish, and I managed to bring others
there into the fold,” she said.

Participation in the HI-SEAS mis-
sion is the fulfillment of Gifford’s child-
hood dream. “I always wanted to be an
astronaut, because being an astronaut is
being a hero, a leader, having the ability
to spread the word about how cool sci-
ence is,” she said.

“As a society, we should choose to

invest in space the way we invest in
schools or roads. It elevates us as a
species, gives us the tools and the moti-
vation to come together to do big
things.”

Whether or not Gifford actually gets
to Mars, she is not at all worried about
being confined for a year during the sim-
ulation.

“Mentally, physically and socially, I
have no concerns,” she said. “Only
curiosity.”

This article originally appeared in j.,
the Jewish news weekly of Northern
California . •

Dr. Sheyna Gifford
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“The Real McCoy” By David Benkof
Editor: DavidBenkof@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Challenging  •  Solution on page 22

Across
1 Bit of karpas, perhaps
6 JNF branch?
10 2001 Tony winner for playing

Bialystock
14 Ryan who played Berthe in

"Pippin"
15 Israel's is smaller than New Jersey's
16 Feynman's bomb
17 Third word of "Blowin' in the

Wind"
18 Funny Sahl
19 Act like a bedouin
20 Star whose life was like the title of

her film "Girl, Interrupted"
23 Dead Sea spa sound, sometimes
24 Way to act on Shabbos afternoon
25 Yenta interjection
28 King David Hotel reputation
31 Nosh on
34 Star of 1970's "Love Story"
37 "Adoni" in Delhi
39 Film set in Islamicist Iran
40 The ones used to make tefillin

come from cooked ox hide
42 Chazerai
43 "Jewish ___" (slang for a cash regis-

ter)
45 She played an English teacher in

"Fame"
47 Moses saw many
49 Word that follows "Abracadabra"
50 Abba, but not Eban
51 Smallest shekels
53 Santa ___, California (home of

Benjies Deli)
55 For a decade, she stared as Lily

Aldrin on "How I Met Your
Mother"

62 To stop bad luck, say it three times
while spitting

63 Occasional anti-Semitic tactic
64 Like many Yom Kippur shoes
66 Fisher's "Postcards From the ___"
67 Give tzedaka to
68 Answer choice on some surveys

about religious identification
69 First word of the title of Pauline

Phillips' long-running column
70 See 9-Down
71 Like land after the shmita year

Down
1 ___ Moses Montefiore
2 "No ___!" ("Sababa!")
3 Tush
4 Location of the Bene Israel commu-

nity
5 World War II villains
6 "The Jew in the Lotus" personage
7 Word with dome or curtain
8 She played Sophie
9 Superhero whose creator's last name

was 70-Across
10 His name gets 217 million Google

hits
11 Sitting on a dreidel?
12 Second Torah portion
13 Julia Louis Dreyfus and Julianna

Margulies each got one on August
25, 2014

21 Teva part
22 Some arms
25 The Mossad might set one
26 Where spymaster Eli Cohen died
27 Obama picked her in 2010
29 Ward who co-starred with Jake

Gyllenhaal in "The Day After
Tomorrow"

30 Act like a dybbuk
32 Forward
33 Bess Myerson headgear
35 Treif
36 Dunham of "Dog or Jewish

boyfriend? A Quiz"
38 TV funnyman Garrett
41 Kind of car that attacked Pamela

Geller's "Draw Muhammed" event
44 Oy!
46 Barry Alan Pincus took this name at

his bar mitzvah in 1956
48 He illustrated I.B. Singer's "Zlateh

the Goat"
52 Its queen visited Solomon
54 Second Temple Period bead material
55 Acted like impressionist Manny

Silver
56 Solomon's mines treasure
57 Class at the J, often
58 V'imru ___
59 Sol, e.g.
60 Reason for Akamol
61 Ten men for a minyan
65 Some Yiddish humor

Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opin-
ion pieces and letters from Nashville
area residents on topics of interest to
the Jewish community as long as
they have not been published or sub-
mitted for publication elsewhere.
Submissions should be sent by the
15th of the month prior to publica-
tion to Editor Charles Bernsen at
charles@jewishnashville.org or 801
Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville
37205. The Observer reserves the
right edit all submissions for clarity,
length and style. 

OCTOBER 13
TPAC’S JACKSON HALL 

TPAC.ORG/Shows • 615-782-4040 
TPAC Box Office 

TPAC.ORG is the official online source for buying tickets to TPAC events.
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Alli Lauren Jacobs will be called to
the Torah as a bat mitzvah
at 11 a.m. on Oct. 3 at
The Temple. 

Alli was born on
July 22, 2002 in
Nashville. Her parents
are Nancy and
Raymond Jacobs. Her
grandparents are
Barbara and Irving Levy
of Nashville, Lynn and Jim Bean of
Nashville and Crossville, Alvin and
Diane Jacobs of Naples, FL, and the late
Milton Grossman.  

Alli is in the 7th grade at University
School of Nashville. Her interests
include lacrosse, volleyball, dance, swim-
ming and hanging out with her family
and friends.

For her mitzvah project, Alli volun-
teered at The Nashville Zoo and donat-
ed to the Israel Guide Day Center for
the Blind.

Morgan Jacobs will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah at
11 a.m. on Oct. 3 at
The Temple. 

Morgan was born
on Sept. 12, 2002 in
Nashville. Her parents
are Gail and Jeff Jacobs.
Her grandparents are
Bernice and Joel
Gordon of Nashville, Lynn and Jim Bean
of Nashville and Crossville, and Alvin
and Diane Jacobs of Naples, FL.  

Morgan is in the 7th grade at
University School of Nashville. Her
interests include art projects, making
jewelry, being with her friends and, most
of all, Chippewa Ranch Camp.

For her mitzvah project, Morgan vol-
unteered at The Nashville Zoo. 

Emma Rudy Srebnik will be called
to the Torah as a bat
mitzvah at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 3 at
Congregation Micah.
Emma Rudy was born
on Oct. 7, 2002 in
Hermosa Beach, CA.
She is the daughter of
Lynne and Kenny
Srebnik and grand-
daughter of Alan and Aissa Newman of
Marina Del Rey, CA, Judy Newman of
Oxnard, CA, and the late Dave and
Sooky Srebnik.

Emma Rudy is in the eighth grade at
The Harpeth Hall School. She partici-
pates on the MathCounts, LEGO League
Robotics, cross country, swimming, and
track and field teams. She also loves
traveling, horseback riding, stand-up
paddle boarding, collecting PEZ, playing
with her dog Keshet, taking pictures,
cooking, and going to her lake house in
her free time. Emma Rudy is also a Girl
Scout who loves to sell cookies. She
wants to be a marine biologist when she
grows up.

For her mitzvah projects, Emma
Rudy will be donating school supplies to
a school in Kenya, where traveled to
over the summer. She will also be sup-
porting girls at that school so that they
can go to high school. Another part of
Emma Rudy’s mitzvah project is adopting
elephants from an elephant orphanage

she visited in Kenya. Next, she will be
remembering Raize Merele Sharfman, a
12-year-old girl who perished during the
Holocaust. Emma Rudy learned of Raize
as a part of the program Remember Us.
She was able to get in contact with Raize’s
first cousin in Canada and learn more
about Raize and her family. She published
a book on her studies and donated a copy
to her library. Emma Rudy has also creat-
ed a B’nai Tzedek fund with the Jewish
Foundation of Nashville.

Alana Megan Rothenstein will be
called to the Torah as a
bat mitzvah at 10:30
a.m. on Saturday, Oct.
10 at Congregation
Micah. Alana is the
daughter of Bonnie and
Steve Rothenstein,
younger sister of Melissa
and granddaughter of
Diane and Arthur
Fishman of Pomona, NY, Marlene
Feinstein of Westbury, NY and the late
Stuart Rothenstein of New York, NY.

Alana is an eighth grader at
Heritage Middle School. She is current-
ly playing the first bass drum as part of
the Independence High School
Marching Band.

For her mitzvah project, Alana has
been raising money and awareness for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. This
organization is important to Alana as it
has affected her late grandfather, Stuart.

Lily Virginia Greenberg will be
called to the Torah as a
bat mitzvah at 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 24,
2015 at Congregation
Micah. Lily is the
daughter of Clay and
Julie Greenberg, sister
of Jake Greenberg, and
granddaughter of Robert
and Ginny Greenberg of
Oklahoma City, OK; John and Virginia
Wolfarth of Garden Valley, TX; and Dr.
William and Alice West of Dallas.  

Lily is a seventh grader at Linden
Waldorf School, where she enjoys the
company of her creative classmates while
singing in the choir, running cross coun-
try and pursuing her love of drawing.  Lily
plays the viola and piano, and she has
always been an avid reader.  A serious
animal and nature lover, Lily has never
met a lizard, snake, dog, fish or flower
that she didn’t love.  Special favorites
include her rescue cats, Milo and Stella.
No surprise, Lily is also an enthusiastic
and discerning diner who can’t wait to
travel and savor the world’s cuisines. 

For her mitzvah project, Lily is col-
lecting new and gently-used children’s
books to donate to Book ‘Em, a local lit-
eracy non-profit that works through
Nashville’s public elementary schools,
including her alma mater, Sylvan Park
Paideia Design Center.  In the spirit of
her Torah portion, which offers the
prospect of “going forth’ into an
unknown land, Lily enjoys a great sense
of adventure that she wants all children
to share through the gift of reading.   

Zoe Rosenblum will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 31, at Congregation
Micah. Zoe is the daugh-
ter of Jessie and Jay
Rosenblum, sister of
Simon Rosenblum, and
granddaughter of Brenda
and Bobby Rosenblum
and Mary and Bill Stockard of Nashville.

Zoe is in the seventh grade at
University School of Nashville. She
loves dance and attending Camp Barney
in the summer. 

For her mitzvah project, Zoe is form-
ing a team for Hike For The Homeless
and she is volunteering at Safe Haven
Family Shelter.

Sympathy
… to the family of Harry Vise, 94,

of Nashville, a Holocaust survivor who
died peacefully at home on Aug. 26. 

Harry, whose twinkling blues eyes
reflected his optimism about life, is sur-
vived by his beloved wife of 65 years,
Doris; five devoted children, Judy and
Mark Schaengold, Joyce Vise, and Lori
and David Vise, and five adoring grand-
children, Rachel and Josh Wojnilower,
Jessica Schaengold, Allison Vise and
Jennifer Vise.

Born in Coblenz, Germany in 1921,
Harry Vise excelled in school, soccer,
track and field and Jewish studies. But his
life changed dramatically with the rise of
anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany. In
November 1938, the Nazis stormed his
family's apartment and seized his father,
who was a rabbi. Harry, then 17, escaped
through the back window of their apart-
ment and climbed down a fire escape.

Before morning, Harry went to the
Hamburg synagogue where his father
worked and saved four Torah scrolls, car-
rying them in the dark of the night to his
mother, who was still in the apartment.
Harry then hid in the woods befpre crawl-
ing across the German border into
Holland. Remarkably, Harry's father was
released from the concentration camp
after U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull,
a native of Tennessee, intervened on his
behalf. (Hull had been contacted by a
close friend in Tennessee who knew the
family.) Hull also granted the family non-
quota immigrant visas so they could leave
Germany and enter America, where they
settled in Clarksville, Tennessee.

Harry went to work at Acme Boot
Company, starting as a production work-
er and leaving as a manager. In October
1950, Harry went on a blind date with
Doris Oppenheim, a woman from New
York who also grew up in Germany. They
became engaged on their third date,
married on Christmas Eve and relocated
to Nashville.

Harry’s founded his own company,
Texas Boot Company, in 1950 in
Lebanon, Tennessee. From a single pro-
duction facility, it  grew over the next 30
years to become one of the country's best
boot enterprises, with four plants in
Tennessee. Harry was a humble man and
knew the names of all his employees and
help then whenever they were in need. 

A philanthropist as well as business-
man, Harry and his wife participated in a
host of charities and institutions, one of
which was Cumberland University.
Harry became a renowned benefactor of
the university and in 1989 the
Cumberland library was dedicated in the
family's honor.

Funeral services were at The
Temple, 5015 Harding Pike with burial
at The Temple Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions in his memory can be
made to The Temple, 5015 Harding
Road, Nashville, TN 37205.

… to the family of Mary Theresa
"Terri" Somers Urbano, PhD, MPH,
RN, of Nashville, who died on Aug. 27.
She is survived by her husband, Richard
Urbano; her daughter, Jennifer Urbano
Blackford; son-in-law, Robert Blackford,

and granddaughters, Emma and Anabel
Blackford. Terri was a professor emerita
at Vanderbilt University. During her
career she held leadership positions at
the Vanderbilt Kennedy Center, the
Vanderbilt School of Nursing, and the
University of Miami Mailman Center for
Child Development. Funeral services
were Aug. 30 at Congregation Micah.
Memorial gifts can be made in her honor
to Gilda's Club Nashville, Congregation
Micah or the Southern Scholarship
Foundation.

… to the family of Marshall I. Karr,
63, noted Nashville businessman and phi-
lanthropist, who died suddenly on Sept. 1,
2015. He is survived by his wife, Bambi
Karr; his sons, Price and Morgan; his par-
ents, Joy and Maurice Karr, and his broth-
ers, Jerome Karr and Scot Karr (Patricia)
and sister, Benita Kichler (Bob).

A graduate of Nashville School of
Law and Oklahoma University, he
decided early not to become a practicing
lawyer but instead to devote himself to
the world of business and real estate
development. He was able not only to
enjoy tremendous success but also to
become an active contributor to and
executive of a number of community
organizations. He was a member and
chair of the Metropolitan Government
Tax Equalization Board, a member of the
Mayor's Task Force for the Convention
Center Authority, a former officer and
director on the board of the Greater
Nashville Association of Realtors, a
member of the Tennessee Association of
Realtors, the Institution of Real Estate
Management, and past chairman of the
Metropolitan Board of Zoning Appeals.
He also served as a member of the com-
mittee for the restoration of the
Tennessee State Capitol, the Nashville
City Center Land Use Subcommittee,
the inaugural class of the Transit Citizen
Leadership Academy for bringing high
speed rail to Middle Tennessee, and the
Metro Historical Commission. 

As managing partner of Karr
Commercial, Inc., a multi-faceted com-
mercial and residential real estate firm,
he was able to oversee and assist in the
renovation and historic preservation of
many of Nashville's landmarks and resi-
dences. He was also a past president and
board member of the Tennessee Jazz and
Blues Society, and his contributions to
the city were matched by his devotion to
The Temple (Congregation Ohabai
Sholom), where he was a board member. 

Marshall was not only respected but
also loved by all who knew him, as he
stretched out his hand to help whoever
needed it. As was said by Shakespeare,
“We shall not look upon his like again.” 

Funeral services were at The Temple
and internment in The Temple ceme-
tery. His wife Bambi, his early love with
whom he was happily reunited, has asked
that in lieu of flowers, donations be
made to the organization that he had a
lifelong commitment to and passion for,
Temple Cemetery Beautifications Fund. 

…to the family of Anne Elizabeth
Shelton, 68, who died of ovarian cancer
on Sept. 3 in Kingsport, TN.  She is sur-
vived by her wife, Cynthia Garrett;
daughter, Jennifer Sims (Travis C.); for-
mer husband, Dave Sims; sisters, Mary
Shelton (Dan Ramage) and Rebekah
Kelley (James T.), and nephews and
niece, Avram Ramage, Eliana Ramage
(Shmuel Aiello) and Noah Ramage. She
was preceded in death by her parents,
Jennie and Jesse E.R. Shelton; her infant 
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is 

listed for your convenience.

Akiva open house
on Oct. 28 will
include tours and a
panel discussion

Akiva School will host an open
house on Wednesday, Oct. 28 for parents
of prospective students or anyone inter-
ested in learning more about Akiva.  

Tours of the school will begin at 9
a.m. followed by a panel discussion and a
question-and-answer session. 

“The tour will allow guests to see our
state-of-the-art facility and to get a
glimpse into the classrooms in action,”
said Director of Admissions Christian
Evans. “The panel discussion will pro-
vide a forum for visitors to hear from a
variety of speakers and get answers to
any questions they may have.” 

The panel will include administrators
from several other private schools in
Nashville, Akiva faculty members and stu-
dents and an Akiva parent, among others. 

Akiva is Nashville’s Jewish com-
munity day school, enrolling students
in kindergarten through sixth grade.
Evans said she is “excited to showcase

our community’s school. We had a 100
percent student retention rate this past
year and our student body grew by over
30 percent. I look forward to welcom-
ing members of our community to our
open house.”

Akiva is located on the grounds of
the Gordon Jewish Community Center
at 809 Percy Warner Blvd. For more
information and to RSVP, please contact
Christina Evans at (615) 356-1880 or
cevans@akivanashville.net.

NCJW to honor five
past presidents at
annual fundraiser
on Oct. 28 

The Nashville section of the
National Council of Jewish Women will
honor five inspiring local leaders with
the Hannah G. Solomon Award on
Wednesday, Oct. 28 at its annual Ways
and Means Celebration 35 Fundraiser.

The five honorees, all past presidents
of the local section, are Ellen Jacobs,
Albee Guttman, Alice Zimmerman,
Sally Wolfe and Irma Kaplan.

Named for NCJW’s founder, is
named for the NCJW founder, the
Hannah G. Solomon Award honors
those who exemplify the organization’s
mission of improving the quality of life
for women, children and families; pro-
moting the status of women in commu-
nity life; advancing individual and civil
rights, and providing leadership that has
motivated others to work for progress in
the community. 

This year’s event begins at 11:30
a.m. at Hillwood Country Club and has
a goal of raising $30,000 to support all
nine community projects funded by the
local NCJW: Buz-A-Bus, senior trans-
portation; Kosher Food Box, food sup-
port for families in need; Renewal
House, a rehabilitative home for mothers
recovering from addiction; CASA, the
advocacy program for children involved
in the court system; PG-13 Teen Players,
Planned Parenthood’s teen education
theater group; Reach for Survivorship at
Vanderbilt Hospital, supporting cancer
patients; Senior Friends, delivering Rosh
Hashanah baskets to seniors, and
Vanderbilt Hillel Shabbat Dinners.
NCJW’s fundraising goal includes oppor-
tunities to expand its range of projects
and organizations, to broaden its impact
within the Nashville community.

Gift categories for the event are:
Founders, $1,000 or more; Patrons, $750;
Pacesetters, $500; Benefactors, $350;
Sustainers, $250; Sponsors, $125;
Donors, $75, and Members, $50.

Lunch will be $35, in addition to a
NCJW gift. Thus, the minimum amount
to attend is $85. Reservations may be

made by contacting Jamie Brook at
jamiehbrook@gmail.com or (615) 579-
5929, or by mailing a check to Treasurer
Mary Jones, 4434 Tyne Blvd., 37215.  

B’nai B’rith Social
Unit discovers
Vanderbilt’s
Judaica gem

The B’nai B’rith Social Unit recently
toured the Mary and Harry Zimmerman
Judaica Collection in the Vanderbilt
University Divinity Library, which is
staging an exhibition commemorating
its 70th anniversary.  

Established in 1945, the collection
has grown to more than 20,000 titles
relating to Jewish research,  culture and
history. To learn more about the collec-
tion and how to obtain access to it, con-
tact Bill Hook, associate dean of libraries
and director of the divinity library, at
Bill.Hook@vanderbilt.org.

The Nashville B’nai B’rith Social
Unit was founded in 1994 as a social group
for active adults ages 50 and up.  It strives
to promote friendship, social awareness
and camaraderie while conforming to the
values of Judaism, and serves as a model for
other B’nai B’rith social chapters nation-
wide.  Programs consist of social gather-
ings, Jewish education events and partici-
pation in community service projects.

For more information, contact Joyce
Fox, president, jdf3@comcast.net, or
Jackie Harrison, membership vice presi-
dent, jackieharrison1951@gmail.com .

Lifecycles
Continued from page 21
brother, Harvey Wirt Courtland
Shelton, and her beloved son, Matthew
Franklin Shelton Sims.  

Anne was born on Sept. 8, 1946 in
Kerrville, Texas. She started school in
Turtle Creek, Texas in a one-room
schoolhouse and later earned master’s
degrees in humanities and in library sci-
ence. She worked as an archivist, librari-
an, teacher, peer counselor, technical
writer and IT support person. She was
also a talented artist and a tireless com-

Crossword solution
S P R I G L I M B L A N E
I R E N E A R E A A T O M
R O A D S M O R T R O A M

B R I T T A N Y M U R P H Y
A A H L A Z Y

T S K P O S H N I P A T
R Y A N O N E A L S A H I B
A R G O G L U E S G E A R
P I A N O A N N E M E A R A

A N K H S T A D A D A D
O N E S A N A

A L Y S O N H A N N I G A N
P O O H D E M O L A C E D
E D G E A B E T O T H E R
D E A R K A N E W E E D Y

 

munity activist. As an enrolled citizen of
the Cherokee Nation, she was an early
participant in Cherokee language revi-
talization efforts, and she was a longtime
member and local officer of the NAACP. 

Anne was known for her joyous spir-
it. She knew the names of dozens of trees
and wildflowers, and she loved the
mountains. In her last days, she found
comfort in the Psalm 121: “I will lift up
mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help.”   

Donations may be made to
Congregation Sherith Israel.

Support 
Our Advertisers!
Let them know y
ou saw their ad in 

the Observer!

See what’s happening in
the community.  Go to

www.jewishnashville.org
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD
Specialist in Orthodontics 

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
Green Hills  269-5903

2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
www.drgluck.com

PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS

THERAPY IN MOTION, P.C.
Dr Michael J. Malawey, PT
Dr Cindy M.  Malawey, PT

- Orthopedic disorders of the Neck,
Back and Extremities including post surgery

- Stroke and Brain injury recovery
- We bring the clinic to your home
- 40 years of combined experience

Therapy in Motion, P.C.
Call 760-224-3081 or 760-715-4789

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, LPC/MHSP
Licensed Professional Counselor

Individual, Adolescent and Couples
Counseling

For consultation please contact: 
615-473-4815

or Ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
ROBINS INSURANCE

Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465
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Seconds to Decide: 
An Exclusive Look inside the 
IDF and the Ethics of War

Please join the Community Relations Committee as we 
welcome Col. (Res) Bentzi Gruber, Armored Division 
Vice Commander, Israel Defense Forces.

Col. Bentzi Gruber takes us behind the scenes of 
the IDF’s daily battle to both ensure Israel’s security 
and uphold one of the most rigorous military codes 
of ethics in the world today. In a unique multimedia 
presentation combining classified IDF footage, 
shocking statistics, and riveting personal narration, 
Col. Gruber explores:

• The dilemmas constantly facing IDF
commanders in locating terrorists within a
civilian population

• The effectiveness of the IDF’s preventative
efforts against terrorist attacks

• The facts missing in today’s discussion about the
IDF and the Israel-Palestinian conflict

Monday  October 19  
7 pm Gordon Jewish 
Community Center
(801 Percy Warner Boulevard)

Event is free and open to the 
community. Dessert reception will 

follow the program.

To RSVP or for more information, contact 
Abbie Wolf at Abbie@jewishnashville.org


