
bserver

VOL.79 NO. 10
October 2014
7 Tishrei - 7 Cheshvan 5774

the
Jewish

Regular features
Opinion 19
The Rabbis’ Corner 19
Lifecycles 20
Around the town 21

A Publication of 

www.jewishnashville.org

www.jewishobservernashville.org

inside:
Belmont professor “grateful”
for experience at Hartman
Institute in Israel 3

JFS offers “De-stress with
Us” Program for teens 4

Sukkot and Simchat Torah
5775 (2014)   6

Vanderbilt Holocaust series
will explore impact of 
science and technology 9

ENTERTAINING AND DINING OUT
ISSUE PAGE 11 Rabbi Hirschfield happy to be returning 

to Nashville for Global Day look at 
Jewish tradition’s “saints and sinners” 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

R
abbi Zvi Hirschfield
loves the idea behind
Global Day of Jewish
Learning, the annual
event when Jews in
more than 400 commu-

nities around the world gath-
er to study and discuss their
religious heritage and texts. 

“I think this event
reminds us that the Jewish
bookcase is truly a critical
platform … on which we can
build a global Jewish commu-
nity that is passionate, com-
mitted, and diverse,” he
said. “It is one of the great
joyous paradoxes of Jewish life that
when we argue about Torah with one
another – with love and respect – it
actually brings us closer together.”

Rabbi Hirschfield, a faculty
member of the Pardes Institute of
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, will be
the scholar-in-residence on Nov. 16
when the Nashville Jewish communi-
ty takes part in the sixth annual
Global Day of Jewish Learning. 

The local event will be from 10

a.m.-3:20 p.m.
at the Ben
S c h u l m a n
Center for
Jewish Life,
home to
V a n d e r b i l t
Hillel. It will

include a morning plenary
session led by Rabbi
Hirschfield, a lunch program
featuring a panel discussion by
local rabbis, and breakout
study sessions in the after-
noon, each led by a local
Jewish clergy member or edu-
cator. A kosher lunch will be
available for $5. 

Following the afternoon
sessions there will be a concert from
3:45-5:15 p.m. at Vanderbilt’s
Langford Auditorium featuring the
Maccabeats, a popular male a cappel-
la group from Yeshiva University
whose eclectic repertoire of Jewish,
American and Israeli music ranges
from the inspirational to the humor-
ous. Those who participate in Global
Day can get a complimentary ticket
to the concert. (Register for Global
Day online and reserve your

Maccabeats ticket at http//jewish-
nashville.org/global-day.)

Rabbi Hirschfield said he is par-
ticularly excited by the theme of this
year’s Global Day event: Heroes,
Villains, Saints and Fools: The
People in the Book. 

“The theme invites us to debate
just who is a saint or a sinner? Can
people be both? Who determines
these judgments?” he said. “It is pre-
cisely because this process is not sim-
ple or easy that makes it worthwhile.” 

Rabbi Hirschfield’s presentation
during the plenary session from 10:30-
11:45 a.m. is titled “Jethro: A Non-
Jewish Hero of the Jewish People.”

“I chose Jethro because I think
the idea of a non-Jewish hero is an
important idea to grapple with,” he
said. “My session will explore the
value and even necessity of an out-
side perspective – and how our per-
ception of ourselves as a people and 

Continued on page 3

Rabbi Zvi
Hirschfield

Liron Finkelstein (right), the Nashville community’s new shlichah (Israel emissary), hosted a haramat kosit ceremony the day
before Rosh Hashanah for employees of the Gordon Jewish Community Center and the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.  The employees enjoyed apples and honey, honey cake, Israeli wine and sparkling cider during the ceremony,
which is a Rosh Hashanah tradition in many Israeli workplaces. Finkelstein also read the lyrics from a song “Al Kol Elle” (Over
All These) by the Israeli singer songwriter Naomi Shemer. 

Toasting the New Year 
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Think Globally. Learn Locally.

Presented by the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
in cooperation with: Akiva School, B’nai Brith Social Unit, B’nai
Brith Maimonides Lodge #46, BBYO, Chabad Jewish Student
Center at Vanderbilt University, Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad,
Congregation Micah, Congregation Sherith Israel, Get Connected,
Gordon Jewish Community Center and the GJCC Early Learning
Center, Hadassah Nashville Chapter, Jewish Family Service, JMingle,
NCJW Nashville Chapter, NowGen, PJ Library, The Temple-Congregation
Ohabai Sholom, Vanderbilt Hillel, and West End Synagogue. 

The Global Day of Jewish Learning in Nashville is generously underwritten by
Libby and Moshe Werthan to support the participation of Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield
of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies.

Schedule: 
10:00 a.m.-11:45 a.m.   

Opening learning session with Pardes 

Scholar Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield

11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.       

Lunch and 
Community Rabbis Panel Discussion

1:10-2:10 p.m.               

Breakout Sessions I

2:20-3:20 p.m.               

Breakout Sessions II

(Breakout sessions are led by 

community Jewish educators)

3:45-5:15 p.m.              

Maccabeats Concert

(Complimentary admission to all 

Global Day participants)

Theme: Heroes and Villains, Saints and Fools: The People in the BookDate:   Sunday, November 16, 2014Cost:   $5 per person 
(for cost of lunch)

Location: Vanderbilt Hillel
(Baby-sitting and senior transportation available)

To register for the 
Global Day of Jewish 

Learning, please contact 

Barbara Schwarcz at 
(615) 354-1630 or 

Barbara@jewishnashville.org, 
or visit 

www.jewishnashville.org.
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Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

franklinpargh.com 

C: 615-351-7333 
O: 615-371-2424

Call my Daddy,
He’s the BEST!

Rabbi Hirschfield happy to be returning to Nashville for
Global Day look at Jewish tradition’s “saints and sinners” 
Continued from page 1
as individuals is often limited by being
‘too close.’” 

This will be Rabbi Hirschfield’s sec-
ond visit to Nashville. He was the schol-
ar-in-residence in 2012, the first year
Nashville participated in a Global Day of
Jewish Learning. 

“I can honestly say that Nashville is
the warmest and most gracious commu-
nity I have ever been privileged to visit,”
he said. “Beginning with my first interac-
tions with Mark Freedman and continu-
ing with all the people I met there, I felt
embraced, welcomed, and cared for.” 

Aside from the hospitality, Rabbi
Hirschfield said he was impressed by the
“deep, thoughtful and challenging” ques-
tions and comments of Nashville’s
Global Day participants. 

One big change for this year’s
Global Day in Nashville is the location.
The two previous local events were held
at Akiva School. 

“One thing I’ve noticed over the
years,” said Ari Dubin, executive direc-
tor of Vanderbilt Hillel, “is that as much
as the community wants Vanderbilt stu-
dents to participate in events, and as
much as Vanderbilt students want to par-
ticipate, logistics sometimes prevent
that. I’m thrilled that will be easier for
students to take advantage of this
tremendous learning opportunity.” 

This year’s Global Day schedule
includes a special afternoon session for
Vanderbilt students with Rabbi
Hirschfield as well as one for small chil-
dren and their parents with PJ Library
coordinator Sara Hanai.  

Mark S. Freedman, executive direc-
tor of the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee, said special trans-

portation and parking arrangements are
being made for Global Day. A free shuttle
service to the Schulman Center will leave
the Gordon Jewish Community Center at
9:30 a.m. and return at 3:30 p.m. follow-
ing the afternoon sessions. For those who
want to drive, there will be plenty of park-
ing available within easy walking distance
of the Schulman Center. 

Global Day of Jewish Learning was
initiated by the Aleph Society in 2010.
The local event is funded by the Jewish
Federation and Jewish Foundation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, and
Rabbi Hirschfield’s visit is made possible
through the generosity of Libby and
Moshe Werthan.  

“Libby and I have had many, many
opportunities to study at the Pardes
Institute,” Moshe Werthan said, explain-
ing why he and his wife have underwrit-
ten the visits of Pardes faculty members to
Nashville for Global Day. “It’s something
we have found exciting and rewarding,
and we wanted to provide a similar oppor-
tunity for the Nashville community.” 

Global Day community partners
include: Akiva School, the Gordon
Jewish Community Center and the
GJCC Early Childhood Learning
Center, Jewish Family Service, NowGen
Nashville, JMingle, Get Connected, PJ
Library, Vanderbilt Hillel, Congregation
Beit Tefilah Chabad, Congregation
Micah, Congregation Sherith Israel, The
Temple, West End Synagogue, B’nai
B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO),
Chabad Jewish Student Center at
Vanderbilt University, Hadassah
Nashville Chapter, National Council of
Jewish Women Nashville Chapter, B’nai
B’rith Social Unit and B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge #46. c

Global Day of Jewish Learning
Sunday, Nov. 16

10 a.m.-3:20 p.m. 
Ben Schulman Center for Jewish Life

421 Vanderbilt Place
Registration: 10-10:30 a.m. 

(Or register ahead online at http://jewishnashville.org/global-day)

Welcome and Plenary Session: 10:30-11:45 a.m.

“Jethro: A Non-Jewish Hero of the Jewish People,” with Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield, Pardes
Institute of Jewish Studies

Lunch and Remarks from Vanderbilt and Vanderbilt Hillel 
officials: 11:45-12:15

(The cost of lunch is $5. Participants can select and pay for lunch 
in advance when registering online.)

Rabbis Panel Discussion: 12:15 p.m-1p.m.

With Rabbis Joshua Kullock, Philip (Flip) Rice, Mark Schiftan, Saul Strosberg, Yitzchok
Tiechtel and moderator Mark S. Freedman. 

Breakout Sessions: 1:10-2:10 p.m. (Session 1) and 2:20 to 3:20 p.m. (Session 2) 

Abraham: Journey of the Unknown    Balaam: To Bless or to Curse 
Session 1 with Rabbi Shlomo Rothstein Session 1 with Cantor Tracy Fishbein
Session 2 with Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield Session 2 with Sophie Rapoport

Deborah: Victory in the Hands of a Woman Sodom: The Making of an Evil Society 
Session 1 with Rabbi Shana Mackler Session 1 with Rabbi Joshua Barton
Session 2 with Rabbi Saul Strosberg Session 2 with Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein

Eve: Separation and Wholeness in the Moses: The Birth of a Leader
Garden of Eden      Session 1 with Rabbi Michael Shulman

Session 1 with Rabbi Joshua Kullock Session 2 with Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
Session 2 with Rabbi Laurie Rice and 

Lynn Heady

Special Session for Vanderbilt Students Special Session for Small Children 
Session 1 with Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield Session 2 with Sara Hanai of PJ Library

Concert by the Maccabeats
3:45 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 

Vanderbilt’s Langford Auditorium 
1 Garland Ave. 

(All participants in Global Day of Jewish Learning 
are eligible for a complimentary ticket)

Belmont professor “grateful” for
transformative interreligious
experience in Israel 

Dr. Sally Holt of Belmont University (front right) and other Christian Leadership Initiative fel-
lows pose at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Israel with Theophilos III (far left, with staff), the
current patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Jerusalem. To Holt’s right is one of the patriarch’s
assistants.  

The Christian Leadership Initiative
(CLI) is an interfaith educational pro-
gram co-sponsored by the American
Jewish Committee and the Shalom
Hartman Institute. Its purpose is to
improve interreligious understanding by
giving Christian leaders and scholars an
opportunity to study Jewish texts and tra-
dition under the guidance of their Jewish
counterparts.  

“It’s a marvelous program,” said Holt, 
Continued on page 24

By CHARLES BERNSEN

S
ally Holt, professor of religion
at Belmont University in
Nashville, has taught world
religions and Hebrew Bible
for years. 

“But I’m going to teach
them differently now,” she said following
her recent return from Israel, where she
was one of 18 American Christians invited
to study Judaism from a Jewish perspective. 
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher Mark S. Freedman
Editor Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board Frank Boehm (chair), 

Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone 615/356-3242
Fax 615/352-0056
E-mail charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN
8750-5290) is published monthly for $25
per year by the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member
of the American Jewish Press Association
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer

makes every possibly effort to accept only
reputable advertisers of the highest quality,
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their
products.

c    c               c    c

From the 
Campaign Trail

By TED MAYDEN
Campaign Chair

T
he 2015 annual campaign for
the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee is under way. With
the holidays upon us, teams
of campaign Ambassadors are

reaching out to community members to
engage them in a Jewish
conversation about the
Nashville Federation,
its role in assisting Jews
locally and around the
world, and our aspira-
tions for the 2015
Campaign.  

One hundred and
twenty Ambassadors
have volunteered considerable time and
financial resources to help make this
year’s campaign a successful one.

They have met with their respective
team captains to plan the campaign and,

Ted Mayden

Let’s hear your Jewish story
as mentioned above, reaffirmed their
personal commitment to the community
by confirming their own gift for the 2015
campaign. This process took the old-
fashioned approach to communications
– a face-to-face meeting.  Not a text mes-
sage nor an e-mail nor a phone call nor
Skype. Just  a brief, to-the-point conver-
sation focused on listening to how they
feel about their own Jewish philanthropy
and support of campaign.

As campaign chair, I am completing
the process of meeting with Federation
officers and team captains to discuss
their 2015 gifts. Face-to-face meetings
have enabled me to learn important
things about people I already know and
provided an opportunity to meet other
Jewishly committed people in our com-
munity who I did not know before.
Importantly, like my predecessor, Steve
Hirsch, I cannot think of a single meet-
ing that I left thinking, “I wish I had
done that over the phone.” And while
my mind-reading skills are below par, I

have yet to sense that any of my coun-
terparts felt differently.

As in recent years, we are urging our
Ambassadors to have face-to-face meet-
ings with donors for substantive reasons.
First, we believe that contributors to the
campaign are owed a personal update on
Federation activities.  Further, we want
to give donors the chance to discuss
what is important to them, whether it be
a specific local program or service, our
support of programs in Israel or our con-
tinued work on behalf of Jews in need
around the world. These conversations
help us to shape the Federation’s ongoing
strategies regarding grants and areas of
emphasis for the future.  Finally, it is
always nice to get to know members of
our community a little better.

So this year, when an Ambassador
contacts you and asks to meet with you,
surprise them and say, “Yes, I am looking
forward to meeting with you.”  And if
they don’t suggest a meeting, turn the
tables on them and say, ”Wouldn’t it be

better to discuss this in person?”
Especially if your Ambassador is some-
one you do not know, look at this as an
opportunity to meet somebody new in
the community.  In the event that you
are not contacted by an Ambassador,
please contact Naomi Sedek at
naomi@jewishnashville.org or (615)
354-1642 or me personally and we will
be glad to arrange something for you.

In an uncertain and sometimes hostile
world, it is up to us to support our brethren
in Israel, to help insure Jewish continuity
worldwide and to provide for those who
cannot make it without our assistance.  I
urge you to consider increasing your gift in
2015 by at least 10 percent over last year,
which will enable us to reach our 2015
Campaign goal of $2.5 million.

My family and I wish you and yours
a healthy and prosperous 5775.  Please
consider enriching your life and that of
our community by participating in
important Jewish conversations about
the work of this year’s campaign.  c

Jewish Family Service offers “De-stress with Us” Program for teens
By TERI SOGOL 

T
oday’s teens face multiple
stressors, and some turn to
unproductive or unhealthy
ways of coping. Citing a
new national survey, a
recent article in USA

Today says, “U.S. teens feel high levels of
stress that they say negatively affect every
aspect of their lives.” It wasn’t surprising,

therefore, that in a recent JFS survey of
teens in our local religious schools, many
requested programming that would help
them manage stress. 

JFS’s response is “De-Stress with
Us,” a free program for teens in grades 8-
12 that will be offered on Sunday, Oct.
26 from 9:15 a.m. to noon at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center. The religious
schools directors are allowing their stu-
dents to attend the program in lieu of
Sunday school that day.   

The teens will learn a variety of pos-
itive stress reduction techniques they can
utilize at home. The program will begin
with a presentation to the entire group by
Rebekah Walker, LCSW, who will give
an overview of stress and discuss stress and
nutrition. Rebekah is a family and indi-
vidual therapist in Nashville, where she

works with families and adolescents who
wish to discover healthy ways to improve
self-care, stress management, parenting,
communication and relationships. 

Following Walker’s presentation,
the teens will disperse to “stress relief sta-
tions” where various proven stress reduc-
ing modalities will be taught. In advance
of the program the teens will have cho-
sen three of the five modalities they wish
to learn about that day.  
• Elizabeth (“Liz”) Workman will teach

journaling. Liz holds master’s degrees
in human rights education and in his-
tory and teaching. She has previously
served as educational coordinator at
Oasis Center and has taught at
Ensworth School. 

• Sarah Plotkin will teach yoga. Sarah
completed her training in Prana Flow
Vinyasa at Sanctuary for Yoga.  She
has since completed training in Kula
Flow with Schuyler Grant as well as
certification in Thai Yoga through the
Vedic Conservatory. She enjoys
teaching adults and children.

• Eileen Wallach, LMSW, will engage
the students in therapeutic art. Eileen

is a certified facilitator of the
Art4Healing Method and is the
founder of Your Heart on Art, a non-
profit in Nashville that uses art to
facilitate positive change. 

• Claudia Prange will teach guided
imagery, deep breathing, and progres-
sive muscle relaxation. Claudia is an
independent health, wellness and fit-
ness professional and is a popular
workshop presenter at Gilda’s Club.

• Mary Agee will teach mindfulness
meditation. As mindfulness education
coordinator at University School of
Nashville, her role involves support-
ing their middle school’s sixth year of
offering mindfulness to students. 

JFS is excited to be able to offer
teens this high level of expertise to
address their expressed need for ways to
manage stress. Our goal is that that each
leaves with at least one new skill they
plan to utilize in the future. c

Teri Sogol, LCSW, is casework direc-
tor at Jewish Family Service and can be con-
tacted at (615) 354-1662 for more infor-
mation or to register.
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A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT WEST END SYNAGOGUE

West End Synagogue Presents
The 2015 Concert & Cultural Series

West End Synagogue In Association With  

Orchard Street Productions Presents…

GOLDA’S BALCONY 
A Play by William Gibson

Produced & Directed by Jay Kholos

She would risk it all to save Israel….her finger on the nuclear 
button during the Six Day War! Golda’s Balcony, Broadway’s 

longest running one-woman show, is the compelling, edge 
of your seat story of Golda Meir, from impoverished Russian 
schoolgirl to Prime Minister of Israel. On Stage At the GJCC

Starring the Incredible…

FRANCINE!
Eugene F. Pargh Auditorium of the 

Gordon Jewish  

Community Center
7:30 PM, Saturday,  

January 17, 2015

SHOW WILL SELL OUT!

TICKET SALES TO GREATER NASHVILLE 

COMMUNITY START AT 8:00 A.M., 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2014

Visit www.westendsyn.org or call (615) 269-4592 for ticket information

Corrections
Some times in the Yom Kippur
schedule at Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad, 95 Bellevue Road,
were wrong in the September issue
of The Observer. The correct times
are below.

Saturday, Oct. 4: Yom Kippur 
Morning service

9:30 a.m.
Children’s service

10:30–11:30 a.m.
Yizkor Memorial service

11:45 a.m.
Mussaf

12:15 p.m.
The Inner Circle

3:30 p.m.
Mincha

4:45 p.m.
Ne’ilah closing service

5:45 p.m.
Havdalah and break fast     

7:06 p.m.

Award winning
“Golda’s Balcony”
will kick off WES
series in January

W
est End Synagogue will
launch its annual
Concert and Cultural
series with a one-
night-only perform-
ance on Saturday, Jan.

17 of “Golda’s Balcony,” Broadway’s longest
running one-woman show. 

Written by William Gibson and pro-
duced and directed in Nashville by Jay
Kholos, the play chronicles the life of
Golda Meir from Russian immigrant to
Prime Minister of Israel. The show will be
in the Eugene F. Pargh Auditorium at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center and is
being presented to everyone in the
Nashville community. Tickets start at
$49.50 and will go on sale Nov. 3 at 8 a.m.
They will be available for purchase
through the West End Synagogue office at
(615) 269-4592 ext. 14, or online at
www.westendsyn.org.

Much of “Golda’s Balcony” focuses on
the time around the 1973 Yom Kippur War
when Israel was attacked by Egypt and
Syria. It portrays Meir, the indomitable and
much beloved fourth prime minister of
Israel, as grappling with the decision of
whether to use nuclear weapons. 

The Nashville production will star
Francine! (Francine Berk Graver), an
award-winning actress whose roles include
Rose (“Gypsy”), Dolly Levi (“Hello
Dolly”) and Eva Peron (“Evita”).  

“Francine! is the most incredible,
dynamic actress I've ever worked with. She
will bring Golda Meir to life in an evening
so compelling, that theatergoers in the
Pargh auditorium of the GJCC will never
forget!” said Kholos.

“Golda’s Balcony,” which was nomi-
nated for a Tony Award and won a Drama
Desk Award, is the premiere event in West
End’s 2015 Concert and Cultural Series.
The series began in 2012 as part of the syn-
agogue’s mission to share Judaism’s rich
musical and cultural heritage with the
Nashville community. The series is also
West End’s annual fundraiser. 

“We are so happy that for the fourth
year, West End Synagogue is able to pres-
ent another artistic event of Jewish signifi-
cance,” said West End Rabbi Joshua
Kullock. c



6 October 2014 The Observer

Sukkot and Simchat Torah 5775 (2014)
CONGREGATION BEIT TEFILAH
CHABAD
Orthodox
95 Bellevue Road
Nashville, TN 37221
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
(615) 646-5750
www.chabadnashville.com

Wednesday, Oct. 8: Erev Sukkot
Candle lighting .................................... 6:04 p.m. 
Evening service, communal dinner.......6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 9: First day of Sukkot
Morning service......................................9:30 a.m.
Lulav shake ...........................................10:30 a.m.
Priestly blessings ...................................11:30 a.m.
Candle lighting ......................................6:59 p.m.

Friday, Oct 10: Second day of Sukkot
Morning Service.....................................9:30 a.m.
Lulav Shake ..........................................10:30 a.m.
Priestly Blessings.....................................1:30 a.m.
Shabbat candle lighting ........................6:02 p.m.
TGIS Kabbalat Shabbat ........................6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 11: Shabbat 
Morning service......................................9:30 a.m.
Kiddush and Cholent....................................noon

Sunday, Oct. 12
Family sukkah fest .......................................5 p.m. 
(See www.chabadnashville.com for more 
information.)

Wednesday Oct. 15: Shemini Atzeret 
Candle lighting ......................................5:55 p.m.
Evening service, Chasidic 
dancing hakafot......................................6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 16: Shemini Atzeret 
Morning Service.....................................9:30 a.m.
Yizkor service ........................................11:30 a.m.
Priestly blessings ...................................11:45 a.m.

Thursday, Oct. 16: Simchat Torah 
Candle lighting ......................................6:50 p.m.
Simchat Torah service.................................7 p.m. 
Community hakafot  and dinner...........7:30 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 17 Simchat Torah 
Festive Simchat Torah service ...............9:30 a.m.
Conclude reading the entire Torah .....11:00 a.m.

Friday, Oct. 17:  Genesis Shabbat
Candle lighting ......................................5:52 p.m.
Shabbat Bereishit Kabbalat Shabbat.....6:30 p.m.

Saturday,  Oct. 18: Shabbat
Shabbat Bereishit service.......................9:30 p.m.
Kiddush and Cholent....................................noon

CONGREGATION MICAH
Reform
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.
Brentwood, TN 37207
Rabbi Laurie Rice 
Rabbi Flip Rice 
(615) 377-9799
www.congregationmicah.org

Friday, Oct. 10: Sukkot Sleepover 
Campsite opens ...........................................2 p.m.
Shabbat service............................................6 p.m.
Dinner, crafts, movie and sleepover ...........7 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 17: Simchat Torah 
Pre-Neg libations and snacks......................5 p.m.
Shabbat service, Torah dancing ................6 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHERITH ISRAEL
Orthodox
3600 West End Ave.
Nashville, TN 37205
Rabbi Saul Strosberg
Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein
(615) 292-6614
www.sherithisrael.com

Wednesday, Oct. 8:  Erev Sukkot   
Yom tov candle lighting.........................6:03 p.m. 
Mincha....................................................6:05 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 9: First day of Sukkot   
Shacharit......................................................9 a.m.
Yom tov candle lighting.........................6:58 p.m.
Mincha....................................................6:05 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 10: Second day of SUKKOT   
Shacharit......................................................9 a.m.
Shabbat candle lighting ..............................6 p.m.
Mincha....................................................6:05 p.m.
Dinner in the sukkah (RSVP)....................7 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 15: Hoshanah Rabbah
Shacharit and Hoshana service .............5:45 a.m.
Candle lighting ......................................5:53 p.m.
Mincha....................................................5:55 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 16: Shemini Atzeret  
Shacharit......................................................9 a.m.
Yizkor ....................................................10:15 a.m.
Mincha....................................................5:55 p.m.
Hakafot, dancing with the Torahs, ......6:45 p.m.

and Sisterhood Dinner 
Candle lighting .......................................6:48 pm

Friday, Oct. 17: Simchat Torah  
Shacharit......................................................9 a.m. 
Hakafot, completion of the Torah ......10:00 a.m.
Shabbat candle lighting.........................5:51 p.m.
Mincha....................................................5:55 p.m.

THE TEMPLE – 
CONGREGATION OHABAI SHOLOM
Reform
5015 Harding Road
Nashville, TN 37205
Rabbi Mark Schiftan
Rabbi Shana Mackler 
Rabbi Michael Shulman
(615) 352-7620
www.templenashville.org

Saturday, Oct. 11
Next dor under the sukkah .......................7 p.m.    
(For more information, contact Erin Zagnoev,
352-7620.)

Sunday, Oct. 12
Knitzvah in the sukkah...............................1 p.m. 
(Come knit or crochet scarfs for homeless women) 
Dinner and Conversion Conversations ....5 p.m. 
(RSVP to Mitzie Russell at 352-7620.) 

Friday, Oct. 17: Simchat Torah   
Service and dinner ......................................6 p.m.

WEST END SYNAGOGUE
Conservative
3810 West End Ave.
Nashville, TN 37205
Rabbi Joshua Kullock
(615) 269-4592
www.westendsyn.org

Wednesday, Oct. 8-Friday, Oct. 10: Sukkot
Morning services ....................................9:30 a.m. 
Evening services ..........................................6 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 16: Shemini Atzerit 
Morning service (including Yizkor).......9:30 a.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 16: Simchat Torah
Dinner and service.........................5:30-7:30 p.m.  

Friday, Oct. 17: Simchat Torah 
Morning service......................................9:30 a.m. 
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Celebrating the Golden Age 
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For Sukkot: A theology of rain
By RABBI LAUREN BERKUN

I
never gave much thought to the
significance of rain until I moved
to Miami. Rabbis in Miami face
the High Holiday season with
more than the usual rabbinic anx-
iety. In South

Florida, the High Holiday
season coincides with hurri-
cane season. In the last
three years of Florida living,
I have reflected often on
the ways in which Judaism
invests rain with religious
meaning. Prayers for rain
mark the culmination of
the High Holiday season.

The land of Israel is
known as the land “flowing
with milk and honey.”
However, Israel is not a land flowing
with water. The limited resource of water
in the Holy Land is a central feature of
biblical theology. Rain in the Promised
Land plays an essential role in the
covenantal relationship between God
and the Jewish people.

Deuteronomy explains the unique
spiritual essence of precipitation in the
land of Israel. Unlike Egypt, where the
water comes up from one’s feet, Israel is a
land where people must look to the
heavens for rain. In Egypt, it was easy to
fall into idolatrous practices. The natural
abundance of water from the Nile made
the Egyptians worship the products of
their own hands. However, this spiritual
shortcoming is prevented in a land
where the natural resources are scarce.
The need to look heavenward for rain
and the need to pray for rain continually
remind the Israelites of God’s involve-
ment and concern for our livelihood. 

“It is a land which the Lord your
God looks after, on which the Lord your
God always keeps His eye, from year’s
beginning to year’s end.” (Deut. 11:10)

God’s responsibility for dispensing
rain in the land of Israel is a central
aspect of our covenantal identity. Not
only do we live in a land that depends
upon God for rain, but God’s gift of rain

will be conditioned upon the fulfillment
of our covenantal duties. Every day,
twice a day, the Jewish people express
our love and commitment to God in the
words of the Shema.

The second paragraph of the Shema
is an excerpt from Deuteronomy about

the connection between
our covenant with God and
rain:  “If, then, you obey
the commandments that I
enjoin upon you this day,
loving the Lord your God
and serving Him with all
your heart and soul, I will
grant the rain for your land
in season . . . Take care not
to be lured away to serve
other gods and bow to
them. For the Lord’s anger
will flare up against you,

and He will shut up the skies so that
there will be no rain . . .” (Deut. 11:13) 

The notion that the natural events
of weather are reflective of God’s
covenantal relationship with the Jewish
people is a difficult one for many modern
Jews. This paragraph is omitted in the
version of the Shema found in Reform
prayer books.

However, the theological lessons of
Deuteronomy can be teased out without
adopting a literal reading of the text. Is it
true that rain falls in Israel only if the
Jewish people are observing all the com-
mandments? Or perhaps our daily recita-
tion of the Shema establishes a con-
sciousness about our fragility in a world
where we cannot control the elements.
In such a world of limited human power,
we recognize that our lives are a gift from
God. The recognition of our dependence
leads to a sense of responsibility. The
Jewish response to the precarious nature
of life is to find meaning and purpose in
commandedness. Rain in the land of
Israel serves as a reminder of our
covenant with God.

According to the Torah, the scarcity
of rain in Israel is a spiritual safeguard.
As the Israelite nation prepares to enter
the Promised Land, Deuteronomy is con-
sumed with a fear regarding the spiritual

danger of sovereignty. For 40 years, the
Israelites depended upon God for suste-
nance in a hostile environment lacking
natural resources. That dependency cul-
tivated an intimacy with God and an
appreciation for our human weakness.
However, when we enter the Promised
Land, and we build our own houses and
plant our own crops, we might grow arro-
gant and distant from God. 

According to the medieval com-
mentator Rashbam, it is precisely
because of this threat that God institut-
ed the festival of Sukkot at the time of
the harvest, when we are most likely to
glorify in our material success: 

“Therefore, the people leave their
houses, which are full of everything good
at the season of the ingathering, and
dwell in booths, as a reminder of those
who had no possessions in the wilderness
and no houses in which to live. For this
reason, the Holy One established the
Festival of Sukkot . . . that the people
should not be proud of their well-fur-
nished houses.” (Rashbam, Commentary
on Lev. 23:43) 

The purpose of dwelling in the
sukkah, according to Rashbam, is to
remind us of our vulnerability in the
desert and to return us to that ideal spir-
itual state of humility and dependency.
Without a yearly reminder of our frail
human condition, we might grow too
haughty in our own land and begin to
worship the power of our own hands.

The festival of Sukkot culminates
in the holiday of Shemini Atzeret. This
obscure holiday embodies one main rit-
ual – tifilat geshem, the prayer for rain.

Focusing on the uncertainty of rain is
the perfect conclusion to the High
Holiday season. One of the recurring
themes of the High Holidays is the
nature of human mortality. As human
beings, our existence is vulnerable and
ephemeral. Will we even be here next
year? This yearly reminder of our fragile
human condition is meant to jolt us out
of our complacency, to inspire us in our
search for greater meaning and purpose
in life.

This motif finds its dramatic finale
in tefilat geshem as the cantor comes for-
ward during the musaf prayers, dressed
in a kittel, the white burial shroud, and
invoking Yom Kippur melodies. We
conclude the spiritual marathon of the
High Holidays with prayers for rain,
humbled by the awareness of our fragili-
ty and our dependence upon God for
sustenance and survival. As we pray for
rain, we also rejoice in the notion that
God cares for us and keeps His eyes on
us, from year’s beginning to year’s end.
Rain will be a daily reminder of our
human limitations and the greater
meaning and purpose we can find in
accepting a covenant with God.

On this Shemini Atzeret, may our
prayers for rain remind us of our vulner-
abilities and our responsibilities to God,
“Who causes the wind to blow and the
rain to fall.” c

Rabbi Lauren Berkun is director of rab-
binic and synagogue programs for the
Shalom Hartman Institute of North
American. This article was originally pub-
lished in the Jewish Week.

Rabbi Lauren Berkun
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The Honey Fair: An unBEElievably fun day at Akiva School
By DANIELLA PRESSNER 

I
magine a grocery store where two-
thirds of the produce is missing.
Without honey bees to facilitate
the pollination process, this is
exactly the world we would be
looking at, Dganit Eldar explained

to a large group of children and adults
who attended the Akiva School’s second
annual Honey Fair on Sept. 14.  

Eldar, a former faculty member at
Akiva who is now upper elementary
school science teacher at Currey Ingram
Academy, explained that wild honey
bees are disappearing and scientists are
not really sure why. Many children and
adults shared their thoughts on this
conundrum and a mini think-tank was
created as a result of their interest in and
enthusiasm for the topic. 

In the opening learning experience,
students participated in a simulation of a
bee colony. Taking on the role of the
Queen Bee, Naomi M. learned that she
would be the largest bee in the colony
and the only one that would lay eggs.
While the thought of laying 1,000-1,500
eggs a day was tiring (for her mother as
well!), Naomi was lucky to have Ilana H.
helping take care of her. With Ansley E.
and Batya C., Ilana simulated the role of
the worker bee in helping clean, feed
and nurse the larvae. 

These students not only heard about
the various roles bees have in a hive but
also acted them out, using costumes and
props.  Roles included builders of the
honeycomb, guards to protect intruders
from entering the hive, foragers who col-
lects the pollen and nectar (the sources
of protein and carbohydrates), and
drones. Wearing sunglasses as masks and
lying on bean bag chairs, Boaz Woolf and
Shmuli Hanai played drones, who do
nothing but mate with the queen.  

This was not merely a production
with costumes and props. It gave all
those present a deeper understanding of
the complexities and multiple activities
happening within a colony of bees.  

After the production, everyone got a
chance to view the beehive on Akiva’s
grounds. Under the careful guidance of
Eldar and Malka Shuman, an Akiva
alumna and fellow beekeeper who began
learning about beekeeping as an elective
at Akiva, the group watched as the two
professionals demonstrated how a smok-
er is use to disorient the bees and make
them docile. Then they took the frames
from the hive to give those who wished
a closer look at the inner workings of a
hive, including individual frames filled
with both honey and brood. There was
even a sighting of the queen bee! 

Students who wanted to stay farther
away had an opportunity to work with
the hexagonal shape of the hive and cre-
ate mini hives and bees of their own in a
craft project led by Laura Codron, sec-
ond grade faculty at Akiva.  

Finally the moment everyone had
been waiting for came: the actual har-
vesting of the honey. Eldar explained
that bees create about 5-7 pounds of
honey and students compared empty
frames to those that had been filled with
honey. Unable to contain his amazement
at the weight of a honey-filled frame,
Andrew B. exclaimed, “Oh my
gosh…you have to feel this!”  

The audience watched as Eldar used
a hot knife to shave off the top layer of
wax and uncapped the cells to reveal the
honey. The students ran the honey
through a centrifuge and watched as the
golden liquid began dripping out.
Everyone had the chance to taste the dif-
ferent flavors of the honey, including two
wildflower honeys and a blueberry
honey. They also had a chance to buy
honey from the Akiva hive and a hive in
Percy Warner Park.  

Ten percent of the profits from
honey sales were donated to Akiva – and
there wasn’t a jar left after the event. 

For those present, this was an oppor-
tunity to delve into a topic often taken
for granted – especially as we look for-
ward to the traditional consumption of
honey on Rosh Hashanah.  But for Eldar,
beekeeping is a labor of love.  She
explained that when she grew up in
Israel, her schools went on field trips to
explore first-hand the earth’s bounty and
its connection to the holidays.  

“When my children were born in
Israel, I would prepare them for the hol-
idays by connecting them to the land,”
Eldar said.  “When we arrived in

America, I felt this experience was miss-
ing … I wanted to be able to share this
Jewish experience of following honey
production with our children in the
community.” 

Eldar added, “As Jews, the agricul-
tural connection to our land is para-
mount … We understand our holidays
more deeply by understanding the agri-
cultural foundation and process that is so

connected to each holiday.”
And on this Sunday afternoon,

there was no question that the crowd’s
spirits were lightened and made more
meaningful as they were now more
knowledgeable and prepared for the
sweet year ahead. c

Daniella Pressner is principal at Akiva
School. 

Dganit Eldar and Malka Shuman show onlookers at the Akiva School
Honey Fair a honey-laden frame from the hive located on the school
grounds. 

Students not only learned about the various kinds of bees in a hive
and their roles but also acted them out in a demonstration using cos-
tumes and props.  

Storyteller and puppeteer Library Pete – aka Pete Carden – brought Jewish stories to life
at the 2nd annual PJ Palooza at the Gordon Jewish Community Center, even working
Hebrew into two of his songs. About 35 families, including 50 children, attended the Aug.
24 fundraising event for PJ Library. Funded by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and local
partners, the PJ Library mails free Jewish children’s books and music each month to fam-
ilies in more than 136 communities across the United States and Canada. The Nashville
chapter also stages regular community events like Palooza. Its next event is Sukkot
Storytime, which is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 5 at Akiva School. 

PJ Palooza 
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Vanderbilt Holocaust series will explore impact of science and technology 
By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he topic of medicine Nazi
in Germany tends to con-
jure up thoughts about the
grotesque experimenta-
tion on human subjects
that occurred in concen-

tration camps like Auschwitz, says
Vanderbilt University history professor
Arleen Tuchman. 

“Yet some scholars have argued that
it is more troubling to contemplate the
much larger number of physicians who
participated in the routine killing of
what the Germans called ‘life unworthy
of life,’ including impaired children in
hospitals, the mentally ill and ultimately
the mass killing of Jews, Gypsies, and
homosexuals,” she said. 

Tuchman, a specialist on the history
of science and medicine in the United
States and Europe, will explore that issue
in a talk on Tuesday, Oct. 21 as part of
the annual Vanderbilt Holocaust Lecture
Series. Now in its 35th year, Vanderbilt’s
is the longest continuous Holocaust lec-
ture series at any American University. 

The presentations, which are free and
open to the public, are scheduled each
Thursday at 7 p.m. from Oct. 7 through
Nov. 4 on the Vanderbilt campus. 

This year’s theme – Science,
Technology, and the Holocaust – will
examine topics such as the development
and effects of mechanized warfare, the
influence of science (and pseudoscience)
on events that led to the Holocaust, the
role of technology in its implementation,
and the impact of the Holocaust on sci-
ence and technology since 1945.

Tuchman’s lecture, for instance, will
focus on eugenics, a philosophy that
developed in the 19th century that viewed
the social control of human reproduction
as a means of improving human genetics. 

Tuchman said she plans to examine
“the close ties between American and
German eugenics in the decades leading
up to (and sometimes going beyond) the
Nazi’s rise to power. Indeed, in the inter-
war years German eugenicists looked
across the ocean with envy at the laws
being passed in various states, authoriz-
ing sterilization of the ‘unfit.’

“My goal is not to erase differences
between the murderous policies of the
Nazis and the coercive sterilization laws
put in place throughout the United States,
but rather to look more closely at why
German eugenic practices went so much
farther than those in the United States.”

Michael Bess, chancellor’s professor of
history and chairman of the Holocaust
series committee, cited several reasons for
picking this year’s theme. It has never been
the topic and “seemed a particularly fruit-
ful and intellectually stimulating angle to
explore.” The committee also believes it
will interest a wide range of students at
Vanderbilt, where the largest major is now
Medicine, Health and Society. 

Vanderbilt Holocaust
Lecture Series Schedule

(all events begin at 7 p.m.)

• Oct. 7, 126 Wilson Hall: Dr. Peter
Hayes of Northwestern University, a
historian of the
Holocaust and an
expert on German
industrial firms and
their role in the
Holocaust, will provide
a broad introduction to
this year’s theme.
Hayes said he plans to
critique the notion that the Holocaust
was causally or even operationally
related to modern science, technology

and administration.  “The gist of my
case will be that the ideology that
drove the Holocaust was a relapse into
primitivism, and that even the meth-
ods used to carry it out were extraordi-
narily crude and retrograde,” he said.

• Oct. 14, Divinity School art room:
A screening of the 2002 film, “Amen”
by the Greek director Costa-Gavras.
The film is based loosely on the story
of Nazi SS officer, Kurt Gerstein,
whose scientific research on water-
purification led to the development
of Zyklon B, the poison gas widely
used in the death camps for mass-
killing of Jews.  Focusing on
Gerstein’s horror at the uses of his
invention and his courageous
attempts to alert Swedish diplomats
and Vatican officials about what was
happening , the film explores the ten-
sions between scientific ideals,
national allegiance, religious con-
science and the demands of moral
engagement in a time of war.

• Oct. 21, 126 Wilson Hall: Dr.
Arleen Tuchman of Vanderbilt
University will discuss
the impact of the inter-
national eugenics move-
ment on developments
in Germany, particularly
the role of eugenic
thinking and eugenic
practices in the United
States in paving the way
for the Holocaust and in
shaping its development. 

• Oct. 28, Commons Center MPR:
Eva Kor, a Romanian who was sub-
jected to human experimentation
under the Nazi doctor Josef

Mengele at Auschwitz, will be
joined by historian
Arthur Allen, author
of a new book, The
Fantastic Laboratory of
Dr. Weigl. Kor
received international
attention when she
publicly forgave the
Nazis for what had been done to
her, and her story was later explored
in the documentary “Forgiving Dr.
Mengele.” Allen’s book tells the
story of two Polish scientists who
were coerced by Nazi authorities
into producing vaccines for the
Wehrmacht, but who remained
secretly defiant throughout the war
and took every opportunity they
could to subvert the Nazi war
machine. 

• Nov. 4, Commons Center MPR:
Scientist Vittorio Luzzati, born in
Italy at almost the
same time as fascism
itself and a member of
a Jewish family closely
related to the emi-
nent Holocaust writer
Primo Levi, will speak
and participate in a a
question-and-answer
session about growing
up as a Jew in Mussoliini’s Italy,
escaping to Argentina in the 1930s
and becoming a renowned chemical
biologist. 

The Vanderbilt Holocaust Lecture
Series is funded in part by the Jewish
Federation and Foundation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee. cPeter Hayes

Arleen
Tuchman

Eva Kor

Vittorio
Luzzati
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531 Lafayette Street • 615-843-3300 • Mon. - Fri. 8 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 5 • www.hermitagelighting.com

Hermitage 
Lighting 
Gallery

From our Family to yours...Have a Happy Rosh Hashanah!
We’re Celebrating 70 Years in Business! Our entire 

showroom has something on Sale for this event! Many items are 

marked as low as $1.94. Sale items have been marked from 20% to 90%

OFF. Its our way of saying Thank You

Fall Harvest
The Gordon Jewish Community Center

Festival

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
12-4pm
,
-

.................................

............

LOTS OF ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES!
FARMERS MARKET, HAYRIDE, FOOD, GAMES, & MORE!

No Charge         Food for Purchase

.................................

At the Gordon JCC, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205
For more information please visit www.nashvilljcc.org

Bring clothing donations to dress 

Celebrate Sukkot with Us!

............
OF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

Nashville area teachers invited 
to apply to be part of delegation 
to Israel in December 

C
orye Nelson’s trip to
Israel two years ago as
member of a teachers’
delegation changed her,
both professionally and
personally. 

“Not being much of a history buff, I
did not know very much about the jour-
ney of the Jewish people,” said Nelson,
director of The Temple’s preschool. “The
kind of hands-on learning that took place
gave me a new understanding that I
would not have received through books.”

Nelson is still in touch with the
Israeli family that hosted her. “The
memories I made with them will stay
with me forever,” she said. 

Teachers in the Nashville area can
have a life-changing experience like
Nelson’s by applying to be part of a simi-
lar delegation that will visit Israel for
nine days in December. 

The trip from Dec. 22-30 is spon-
sored by Partnership2Gether, the initia-
tive that links Jewish communities
around the world to specific cities and
regions in Israel. The delegation will
consist of 24 teachers from the P2G

Southeast consortium, which includes
Nashville and eight other cities in
Tennessee, Florida, Virginia, North
Carolina and Tennessee. 

Like Nelson’s group, this year’s dele-
gation will be based in the consortium’s
partnership region of Hadera-Eiron
located between Tel-Aviv and Haifa and
will take part in a week-long program of
touring, home hospitality and school vis-
its, including an-depth visit to a school
similar to the one in which they teach.

Nashville area participants will be
asked to contribute $500 toward the cost
of the trip, with the rest subsidized by the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. Participants may
extend their trip or do additional touring
at their own expense. 

The trip is open to Jewish educators
– preschool through high school, includ-
ing religious school – or any teacher at a
Jewish school. For applications contact
Harriet Schiftan, the Nashville
Federation’s planning and P2G director
at harriet@jewishnashville.org or 615-
354-1687. The deadline for applying is
Oct. 15, 2014. c

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Discover why Carrington Fox’s Nashville Scene review calls 1808 “a fresh, whimsical approach to high quality cuisine.” Maybe it’s the blend 
of classic American fare with a touch of worldly spice. Or perhaps it’s the familiar taste of Southern favorites flavored with a delightfully  
unexpected twist. Either way, 1808 offers a warm, welcoming place to host a business lunch or enjoy a relaxed dinner with family and friends.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BOOK YOUR 

HOLIDAY PARTIES

Cool Springs
650 Frazier Drive

Franklin, TN 37067
615-778-9950

Next to Thomasville Furniture store

Belle Meade
5109 Harding Road

Nashville, TN 37205
615-353-0809

1/4 Mile past the Belle Meade Plantation

COOL SPRINGS - PARTIES OF 8 TO 85
BELLE MEADE - PARTIES UP TO 20

OPEN FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE COOL SPRINGS 
LOCATION FROM 10:30AM TO 3:00PM 

FOR ALL SPECIAL EVENTS AND PROMOTIONS VISIT WWW.SPERRYS.COM

Wine Spectator
2010 Award of 

Excellence

GIVE THE GIFT THEY WILL APRECIATE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
ONLINE OR AT THE RESTAURANT

Voted Best 
Steakhouse by 
Nashville Scene

Grins Café: Inspired creations 
for every palate

Grins Vegetarian Café, located in the Schulman Center for Jewish Life at
Vanderbilt University, offers grilled wraps, warm paninis, inspired green salads, and daily
specials including made-from-scratch soups, pasta salads, hot vegetable sides and more.  

The café also bakes an array of vegan goodies every day, including breakfast pas-
tries, decadent cupcakes, and giant cookies.  Grins proudly serve locally-roasted organ-
ic and fair trade Bongo Java coffee and Numi organic iced teas. 

Chef Rusty Johnston strives to create tasty and inspired creations to please every
palate. The breakfast menu includes a quiche of the day and the popular Nutella pani-
ni with fresh strawberries and bananas. The Friday menu includes special entrées or
pasta specials such as housemade falafel, Thai green curry, or spaghetti with veggie
meatballs. 

Grins is open Monday-Thursday from 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. and on Fridays from 7:30
a.m.-3 p.m.  Breakfast is served 7:30-11 a.m. The café is closed for Jewish holidays and
Vanderbilt breaks.  

Visit Grins’ website at GrinsCafe.com to see the full menu and check out the daily
specials. You can also visit Grins on Facebook and Twitter.

Hutton Hotel’s 1808 Grille: 
Healthful, seasonal fare 

1808 Grille has become a culinary destination for Music City’s leaders in busi-
ness and entertainment. Executive Chef Jake Strang uses his extensive experience
and his intrinsic passion for quality and simplicity to form the overall experience
of 1808 Grille. His award-winning seasonal New American menus feature prime
meat, sustainable seafood and local produce. 

Wine lovers, too, will tell you 1808 Grille is a must. Popular wine events are
curated by the in-house sommelier, and the extensive wine list has been honored
annually with Wine Spectator’s Award of Excellence. 

Centrally located and offering complimentary valet parking, 1808 Grille is
an ideal location for business lunches — but don’t miss the chance to try the
delicious selections at breakfast, dinner and weekend brunch, as well. There’s
even a full bar menu, where you’ll find one of Nashville’s favorite burgers. And
for a more intimate setting, the restaurant offers personalized menus in two pri-
vate dining rooms. 

The hotel and restaurant are at 1808 West End Ave. Visit us online at
www.1808Grille.com. Reservations can be made on www.OpenTable.com or by
calling (615) 340-0012.
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WWW.BONGOJAVA .COM/GR I N S

LOCATED IN THE SCHULMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE ON VANDERBILT CAMPUS

Party Animals: Making guests with
award winning ballooning and décor 

Party Animals is a decorating company that will make your party feel fun, festive
and youthful. We create an environment for your party that will put a smile on your
face and make your guests excited to celebrate with you and your family. 

We are known for our attention to detail, being low key and providing bar/bat
mitzvah families what they ask for. The quality of our ballooning and decorating is out-
standing and we can light and illuminate any décor element. 

We offer much more than just themed décor/centerpieces. We have an interna-
tional award winning balloon artist, airbrush face painters and much more. Feel free to
contact us for a sit down free consultation. We go beyond our customer’s expectations
and will come through with every detail. We listen to what you want and we can cre-
ate anything from the most elaborate to the simplest of décor. We would be honored to
assist you in celebrating your special event. 

Call us at (615) 941-3177 or visit our website at www.partyanimalsTN.com. 

The Tin Angel 
The Tin Angel, located in the heart of the West End/Vanderbilt neighborhood,

has long been a leading force in Nashville’s vibrant urban restaurant scene.  
Opened by Vicki and Rick Bolsom in 1993, Tin Angel is housed in one of the few

historical landmark buildings left on West End Avenue. The building at 3201 West
End has been carefully restored, from its period tin ceilings to its brick walls, floors and
freestanding fireplace, built from brick salvaged from old Church Street. 

The cozy ambience is warmed by antique cafe tables, library chairs and the walnut
bar, built on site from wood that was locally cut and milled. 

The kitchen features modern American cuisine with French, Italian and Latin
influences, using local sustainable and organic sources whenever possible. The menus
change seasonally and specials are offered daily along with weekly prix fixe dinners.
The comprehensive wine list is designed to complement the menu. 

The Tin Angel’s goal is simple: great food and excellent service in a comfortable,
art-filled environment at reasonable prices. 

Our motto: “If we wouldn't eat it, we won't serve it.”

Porta Via: Focus on fresh, authentic
Italian cuisine

When Porta Via opened its doors in Bellevue 25 years ago, it gained a reputation
for serving excellent authentic Italian cuisine.  Locally owned and operated, there are
now two locations, one in Belle Meade and one in Cool Springs. 

Continued on page 14
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UnionStationHotelNashville.com

1001 Broadway,  Nashville,  TN 37203
615.726.1001

C o n t e m p o r a ry  Cui s i n e 

H i sto r i c  A rch i t e ct ur e

L e g e n da ry  S e rv i ce

Continued from page 13
Under the guidance of  Executive

Chef Giovanni Giosa, a native Italian
who trained in Florence,  Porta Via has
maintained a loyal customer base with its
focus on fresh gourmet Italian food. In
2011, it became the first Italian restau-
rant in Tennessee to receive certification
from the Vera Pizza Napoletana (VPN)
for creating pizzas authentically in the
Naples style, as they have been made for
the last 250 years. 

Giosa and his team start every day at
5 a.m. making fresh dough for the pizzas
according to the VPN guidelines. The
dough proofs for eight hours while the
staff creates fresh sauces, pastas, breads
and gelatos. By making all the recipes
from scratch with the very best ingredi-
ents, the chef is able to control his fla-
vors and create a lasting impression for
the customer.  

Porta Via aims to create a relaxed
yet sophisticated atmosphere so cus-
tomers can enjoy an authentic Italian
dining experience. The staff is trained to
be knowledgeable about the food and
wine they are serving, so that they can
make the customer's experience more
complete and welcoming. 

Here are some unsolicited com-
ments from loyal customers:
• “You will have to tell me next time

you plan a trip, I am sure I can give
advice on some good
restaurants/places to stay and visit. If
you like Italian pizza, try Porta Via on
White Bridge, it is the closest thing I
found in Nashville so far.”

• “Each and every time, I get great serv-
ice, a friendly smile, and a wonderful
meal. Awesome awesome awesome.”

• “Excellent! Great menu choices and
variety of items. Quality, service,
cleanliness was top notch! Nice ambi-
ence too.”

Life of the Party:
Ensuring the 
success of 
your party 

Many factors go into planning the
perfect birthday party, wedding, Purim
celebration, bar/bat mitzvah: Securing
the venue, picking out the best DJ,
selecting the right catering company,
and choosing the perfect cake. Oy!  

You invest your time and money to
make sure that everything is in place,
and then all you can do is wait and hope
that everything works out the way you’ve
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Birthdays ~ Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ~ Hanukkah
Purim ~ Weddings ~ and Other Celebrations

Scott Tripp!
LIFE OF THE PARTY

Magicians, Jugglers, Balloon Artists, Face Painters

(615)438-7347
We Bring the Fun!

www.lifeofthepartytn.com

planned.  Why leave your party up to chance?  Unfortunately “Successful Party
Insurance” doesn’t exist.  Or does it?

At Life of the Party, we’ve been ensuring enjoyment and happiness at parties and
celebrations all over middle Tennessee for nearly 20 years.  Our balloon artists, magi-
cians, face painters and jugglers aren’t simply entertaining your audience members.
They also act as “eyes on the ground” at your event, spotting potential trouble and
rushing in to save the day.  

Got a dance floor full of wallflowers?  Our award-winning team of balloon artists
will decorate your party-goers with colorful balloon hats, headbands, costumes, and
creations and lead them out into the spotlight.  Long line at the buffet tables?  Our
close-up magicians are there to spot the problem and rush in to entertain your guests
with astounding feats of sleight-of-hand dexterity!

Whether you’re planning a small birthday party at home, or a city-wide cele-
bration for the ages, call Scott Tripp, voted Nashville Parent Magazine’s Best of
Parenting, at (615) 438-7347 or visit our website at LifeofthePartyTN.com to see how
we can guarantee success for your event.

Sperry’s Restaurant: A 40-year tradition
of impeccable food and service 

Sperry’s Restaurant is a timeless Nashville tradition and award-winning, family-
owned dining destination with locations in heart of Belle Meade and Cool Springs. 

Since 1974 Sperry’s has impeccably served high-quality food in a comfortable old
English atmosphere. Using only the finest ingredients and products available – includ-
ing aged, heavily-marbled beef, the freshest seafood available, premium cheeses oils
and spices – Sperry’s  food is as fresh as it gets. Known for its undisputed attention to
culinary detail, Southern hospitality and inviting ambience, can accommodate an inti-
mate dinner for two or help you entertain a party of 75. 

In addition to being one of the best steakhouses in Nashville, Sperry’s boasts an
extensive wine list with more than 188 selections as well as a weekly happy hour that
features unbeatable deals on martinis, wines and spirits and small-plate food options,
fondly called Burton’s Bites after owner Al Thomas’ grandfather, Burton Sperry. 

Continued on page 16
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@ TPAC NOVEMBER 4-9, 2014
TPAC.ORG/Camelot  

TPAC 2014

TPAC.org is the official online source for buying tickets to TPAC events.

Continued from page 15
Must-try menu items at Sperry’s include delicious beef entrees, its famous salad bar

complete with home-made green goddess dressing, and the bananas foster dessert.
Sperry’s Restaurants are located at 5109 Harding Road just past the Belle Meade
Plantation, and in Cool Springs at 650 Frazier Drive next to Thomasville Furniture.
There’s also a Sperry’s in Florence, AL. 

Go to www.sperrys.com for more information and to make reservations.

Noshville: A perfect combination 
of food and atmosphere

At Noshville Delicatessen, the goal is simple: To prepare and serve the highest
quality food in a friendly, comfortable atmosphere. 

Noshville is not only a delicious place to visit for breakfast, lunch and dinner
(Midtown only), but also great for catering. Whether you are getting together at the
office or entertaining at home, Noshville will customize any menu to meet your indi-
vidual needs, offering a wide variety of assorted trays, platters and box lunches. 

Noshville is also available for restaurant rental for anything from wedding rehears-
al dinners and receptions to bar and bat mitzvah celebrations. We provide the perfect
combination of food, service and atmosphere for any occasion.   

Noshville has three convenient locations offering the Make your Mother
Happy…Eat and Enjoy Experience, in the heart of Green Hills at 4014 Hillsboro
Circle, 1918 Broadway and the A/B Terminal of the Nashville International Airport.
so come see why we have been voted Best Delicatessen 17 years and remember
Noshville is an eating experience, not just a place to eat!  Visit our website at
www.noshville.com for more details.

National and World Briefs
N.J. group sets
Guinness shofar-
blowing record

More than 1,000 people came
together on Sept. 21 in New Jersey to
break the Guinness World Record for
largest shofar ensemble. Participants in
the Great Shofar Blowout at the Alex
Aidekman Family Jewish Community
Campus in Whippany blew the shofars
together for five minutes, NJ.com report-
ed. The event was sponsored by the
Partnership for Jewish Learning and Life,
the identity-building organization of the
Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest
in northern New Jersey. The New Jersey
group snapped the shofar ensemble
record set in Swampscott, Mass., in
2006, when 796 shofar blowers came
together on the beach.

Israel’s population
rises to 8. 9 million

The official population of Israel on the
eve of the Jewish New Year was 8.9 million

The population grew by 2 percent
since the previous Rosh Hashanah, rising
173,811 to 8,904,373, according to the
Population and Immigration Authority,
which released the figures on Sept. 21.
About 75 percent of the population is
Jewish. The number of immigrants was
24,801, rising nearly 10 percent. 

“More than 6 million Jews live here,”
said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
“This number has great significance in
light of our people’s history in the previous
century as well as in the current one.” 

Netanyahu thanks
diaspora Jews in
Rosh Hashanah
message

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu offered Rosh Hashanah
greetings to Jews around the world.

“Over the past few months, three of
our teenagers were kidnapped and brutally
murdered, thousands of rockets were fired
at our country and too many of our bravest
young men and their families made the
most painful of sacrifices for Operation
Protective Edge,” Netanyahu said. 

“Throughout all that, we witnessed
tremendous support for Israel from Jewish
communities everywhere. And at the
same time, we in Israel know that is has
been a difficult period for many of your
Jewish communities. You face increasingly
virulent and even violent anti-Semitism.

Netanyahu thanked diaspora Jewry
for its support and pledged that Israel “will
continue to stand by your side as you con-
front hatred and intolerance. Israel will
remain a source of pride and strength for
Jews, no matter where they live.” 

Obama offers 
greetings for the
Jewish New Year
from the White House

“As Jews across America, Israel, and
the world gather together for the High
Holidays, Michelle and I extend our
warmest wishes to you and your families
for a sweet and happy new year,” Obama
said in a message posted on You Tube.
“In synagogues and homes over the com-
ing days, Jews will reflect on a year that
carried its shares of challenges. We’ve
been reminded many times that our
world still needs repair. Obama said.

He reiterated the United States’
“unshakeable alliance” with the State of
Israel, and said that he would fight
against the “scourge of anti-Semitism”
around the world.

“So let’s approach this new year with
new confidence and new hope. Let’s
recommit ourselves to living out the values
we share as individuals and as a country.
Above all, let’s embrace this God-given
miracle of renewal, this extraordinary
opportunity to begin again in pursuit of jus-
tice, prosperity, and peace,” Obama said.

“From my family to yours, shana
tova,” he concluded.

From the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
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U.S. - Israel relations: Two views
By URIEL HEILMAN

(JTA) – The 50 days of fighting between Israel and Hamas frayed ties between Washington and Jerusalem.
How did this happen? In part, the contretemps stems from the divergent ways that the Israeli and U.S. admin-
istrations view the Gaza war. Here’s where each side is coming from:

In the eyes of the 
U.S. administration …

In the eyes of the 
Israeli government …

W
hile Israel’s security
concerns vis-a-vis
Gaza are legitimate,
the ferocity of
Israel’s response
against Hamas in

Gaza went too far. Furthermore, Israel’s
diplomatic behavior during the crisis –
especially leaks of private communica-
tions from Secretary of State John Kerry –
undermined U.S. trust in Israeli officials.

If the United States is to continue to
come to Israel’s defense in international
arenas – to say nothing of sending arms
to Israel and pressing Iran on the nuclear
issue – the Israeli government is going to
have to play ball and demonstrate it real-
ly wants a two-state solution. Israel’s
seizure of 1,000 acres of West Bank land
last month does precisely the opposite –
buttressing the argument made by some
U.S. officials in May that the Israelis,
not the Palestinians, are to blame for the
the breakdown of peace negotiations in
April.

Let’s start with Israel’s assault in
Gaza. Despite Israeli claims, the civil-
ian death toll and Israel’s apparent use
of regular artillery shells rather than
just precision munitions belied Israel’s
claims that it was doing its utmost to
limit Palestinian civilian casualties.
There were just too many Palestinians
dead, including 500 children, and too
much infrastructure destroyed – not to
mention those strikes on U.N. schools
sheltering civilians, bombardment of
hospitals and the shooting of kids
playing on a Gaza beach. Israel either
deliberately struck some civilian tar-
gets or was negligent in taking the
necessary precautions to prevent civil-
ian casualties.

In July, the White House took the
extraordinary step of halting delivery of
U.S.-made Hellfire missiles to Israel.
Why? For one thing, the Obama admin-
istration did not want to be seen as
abetting the killing of Palestinian inno-
cents. (The $225 million in extra U.S.
funding for Iron Dome was considered
kosher because it was for defense rather
than offense).

For another, the Obama administra-
tion was angry over the Israeli treatment
of U.S. officials during the conflict.
When in mid-July Kerry sent Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu a
confidential draft of a document outlin-
ing Hamas and Israel’s demands for end-
ing the conflict, the Israelis misrepre-
sented the draft as an American cease-
fire proposal, put it up for a Cabinet vote
(unanimously rejected) and leaked it to
the press. One Israeli editor called it an

“American betrayal.” 
This infuriated the Americans. The

breach of diplomatic protocol repre-
sented merely the latest obstruction in
the long-troubled relationship between
Netanyahu and Obama.

The Americans have serious doubts
about Netanyahu’s commitment to a
two-state solution. Rather than aggres-
sively pursuing a deal with Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas,
arguably the most moderate leader the
Palestinians have ever had, Netanyahu
has undermined him at every turn,

looking for excuses to avoid advancing
the peace track with the Palestinian
Authority.

The war should be a lesson to Israel
of the perils of the failure to pursue
peace. Netanyahu should strengthen
Abbas’ hand as a counterpoint to
Hamas to demonstrate that diplomacy
yields more fruit than violence. Instead,
he’s scuttling the two-state solution.
Case in point: the 1,000-acre land grab
in the West Bank, which the Israeli
organization Peace Now called Israel’s
largest seizure of Palestinian land since
the 1980s.

“We are deeply concerned about
the declaration of a large area as ‘state
land’ to be used for expanded settle-
ment building,” State Department
spokeswoman Jen Psaki said. “We have
long made clear our opposition to con-
tinued settlement activity. We call on
the government of Israel to reverse this
decision.” c

T
he Americans just don’t
get it.

The Middle East is
burning. Islamic terrorists
are on the march every-
where from Iraq and Syria

to Libya. Hamas is Israel’s ISIS, and for
Israel the threat is immediate and con-
stant. What nation should tolerate the
firing of thousands of missiles on its citi-
zens by a radical Islamic terrorist group
on its doorstep?

But Israel is held to an impossible
standard when it comes to its fight

against these radical Islamists, and
Hamas is treated as an equal party rather
than the terrorist organization that it is.

One of the main reasons the casual-
ty count in Operation Protective Edge
was so lopsided is because Israel spent its
money on a missile defense system and
building bomb shelters while Gaza’s
rulers spent the Palestinians’ money on
terror tunnels and rockets. 

Moreover, Hamas is to blame for the
Palestinians’ civilian casualties. Hamas
hid behind civilians not just to make it
more difficult for Israel to target Hamas
fighters, but because every Palestinian
civilian death bolsters the international
isolation of Israel.

As for specific errant strikes in Gaza,
the Israel Defense Forces cannot provide
details that might reveal sensitive opera-
tional affairs or expose Israeli soldiers to
prosecution by international bodies
known to have an axe to grind with Israel.

The Gaza conflict drove home two
more salient points for the Israeli gov-
ernment.

First, it would be foolhardy to with-

draw from the West Bank the way Ariel
Sharon withdrew from Gaza, lest the same
terrible outcome of Hamas conquest, rock-
ets and terrorism occur in the West Bank,
which is much closer to Israel’s major pop-
ulation centers. This is why in any final
settlement the Palestinian state must be
demilitarized and Israel must maintain the
strategically vital Jordan Valley.

Two, the worldwide reaction to the
conflict underscores more than ever the
need for Israeli self-reliance. Hamas, a
radical Islamic group that oppresses its
own people, publicly executing alleged
collaborators and with a history of sui-
cide bombings against civilians, seemed
to come under less public criticism than
Israel, a democratic state with an army
that does more than any military in the
world to avoid civilian casualties.

The anti-Semitic surge in Europe
and widespread condemnation of Israel
show that criticism of Israel has more to
do with logic-defying hatred of the Jews
and Israel than anything else.

Even Israel’s best friend and closest
ally, the United States, cannot be relied
upon. The Obama administration took
the highly unusual step in July of halting
a weapons shipment to Israel – in the
midst of a war, no less. In May, U.S. offi-
cials blamed Israel for the breakdown of
Israeli-Palestinian talks when it was the
Palestinian Authority that had just
signed a unity agreement with Hamas, a
terrorist organization. And the United
States continues to make what
Netanyahu called a “historic mistake” by
pursuing talks with Iran while the
Islamic Republic continues its clandes-
tine march toward nuclear weapons.

As far as the spat over the leaked
Kerry cease-fire document in July, it’s not
clear whether Israeli officials deliberately
misrepresented the document so they
could prolong the campaign against
Hamas, leaked the document to take a
swipe at Kerry or genuinely believed the
United States was floating a cease-fire
that backed Hamas demands.

As for Sunday’s land appropriation,
it’s in an area of the West Bank near the
Gush Etzion settlement bloc, which
Israel plans on keeping as part of any
final deal with the Palestinians. And
after the traumatic kidnapping and
killing in June of three Israeli teens in
that same West Bank area, there’s a mes-
sage here to the Palestinians: Violence
against Israel will be punished, not
rewarded. (It’s also a sign of the political
pressure Netanyahu is feeling from his
right flank.)

Finally, and this is no small point: If
the world is going to condemn Israel no
matter what it does, then Israel should
do what it believes is in its best interests,
international opinion be damned. c

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyau and U.S. President Obama meet in the White House last
March. 
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By TOM TUGEND

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — It was 6
a.m. on Aug. 19, 1964 when the phone
rang in the Los Angeles apartment of Ivor
Davis, the young West Coast correspon-
dent for London’s Daily Express.

On the other end was the paper’s for-
eign editor, who told Davis to drive to the
airport and catch the 11 a.m. flight to San
Francisco. His assignment was to cover
that evening’s gig at the Cow Palace by a
hot British pop group called the Beatles.

For Davis and the band, it would be
the start of a hysterical 34-day, 24-city tour
across the United States and Canada.

“I had unfettered access to the boys
… I lived and ate with them, played cards
and Monopoly until the early hours of the
morning,” Davis recalled. “I was there

when they popped pills, talked candidly
about their passions … and how they
coped with the revolving door of women
that was the inevitable result of their
perch as global sex symbols.”

It has taken 50 years, but Davis, 76,
otherwise a quick and prolific journalist
and author, has finally put together the
highs and lows of the memorable tour in a
lively new book, The Beatles and Me. In it,
he writes of the pressure, adulation, booze,
drugs and girls in the lives of the group.

Davis, who was raised in an Orthodox
Jewish family in East London, devotes
considerable space to the influence of the
“Fifth Beatle,” Brian Samuel Epstein,
manager of the Fab Four and a frequent
target of stereotypical Jewish cracks by
some of “the boys.”

Epstein was born in Liverpool on

Jewish ‘Fifth Beatle’ figures prominently 
in new book about band’s first U.S. tour

Ivor Davis (standing) was a ghost writer for
George Harrison. 

Admission Preview Day 
Sunday, November 2 @ 2 p.m.

4001 HARDING ROAD • NASHVILLE, TN 37205 • 615-369-5316 
WWW.MONTGOMERYBELL.EDU

Montgomery Bell Academy is a school where boys are taught
the value of leadership and character; are equipped with the 
fundamental tools to succeed in the classroom and beyond; 
develop an appreciation for the effort required to achieve 
excellence; and form friendships that last a lifetime. 

Facts & Figures:

• 17 National Merit Semifinalists 13 AP National Scholars in 
2014

• 100 boys per year participate in school-funded 
international exchanges and programs on six continents

• 15 varsity sports competing at the highest level

• 5-time Science Olympiad State Champions

• Nationally-recognized Art, Music, and Theater programs

• 7 to 1 student-teacher ratio

• 24% of students receive $1.9 million in need-based 
financial aid

• 100% of graduates are college-bound

• 24 Advanced Placement Courses offered

Building Boys into Better Men

Yom Kippur into a well-to-do merchant
family. Without any managerial experi-
ence, he more or less appointed himself as
manager of the largely unknown band
after hearing it play at a local cellar club.
The Beatles took on Epstein partially in
the conviction that “Jews are good with
money,” as McCartney reportedly put it.

Despite his lack of managerial acu-
men, “Eppy” successfully transformed the
stage presence of his charges. The rough
working-class lads wearing black leather
and performing in the basement of a con-
verted warehouse became nice middle-
class chaps clad in neat, dark business suits.

“Epstein changed the boys into clean-
cut lads whom he could take home and
introduce to his Yiddishe mamma,” Davis
explained in an interview. “If he were to
try the same with the Rolling Stones, they

would have burned down the house.”
Under the outward appearance of a

perfectly groomed, well-spoken and some-
what aloof Englishman, Epstein wrestled
with the burden of being both a Jew and a
closeted gay man at a time when engaging
in a homosexual act was considered a
criminal offense in Britain. 

Of course, the boys knew all about
the skeletons in Epstein’s closet, as illus-
trated by an exchange during a late-night
drink.

Epstein mentioned that he had just
finished his (ghost-written) autobiogra-
phy. Lennon, who enjoyed getting under
Epstein’s skin, asked for the book’s title.

“A Cellarful of Noise,” Epstein
replied.

“How about ‘A Cellarful of Boys,’ ”
Lennon countered.

Getting into the spirit, Epstein
offered “A Cellarful of Goys,” though he
wasn’t sure the Beatles knew the meaning
of the term.

“No, no,” said Lennon, “I’ve got the
perfect title — ‘Queer Jew.’ ”

When Lennon was recording “Baby,
You’re A Rich Man,” he occasionally
switched the lyrics to “Baby, You’re A
Rich Jew,” to the chagrin of the group’s
producer. At his most provocative,
Lennon often addressed Epstein to his face
as a “rich fag Jew.”

Despite such provocations, Davis
does not believe that Lennon was an anti-
Semite.

“John was extraordinarily bright and
had a nasty, warped sense of humor,” Davis
said. “He knew how to get a rise out of
people.”

Epstein rarely talked to the press and
had hardly exchanged a word with Davis
during the first four weeks of the national
tour. So when the group arrived in New
Orleans and checked into a hotel before
the performance, Davis was startled when
he was summoned to Epstein’s suite.

“It’s Yom Kippur tomorrow,” Epstein
informed Davis. “I wonder if you know
anyone who could arrange for me to pop
in at the local synagogue,” adding quickly,
“I won’t be able to stay all day, of course.”

Davis called the synagogue, and with-
out mentioning Epstein’s name or who he
was scored two free tickets. The noble
offer was in vain, since in the end neither
Epstein nor Davis showed up for the serv-
ices.

The Beatles popularity would outlive
Epstein; he died in 1967 at 32. The coro-
ner listed the death as accidental and
probably caused by prolonged overuse of
the sedative carbitrol. c
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OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI YITZCHOK 
TIECHTEL

T
he word of G-d, the Torah,
is a living document, which
leads to our understanding
that the answers to every-
thing in life can be found by
looking into the creator's

blueprint of the world, that is the Torah.
It is stated in Numbers,  “You shall

drive out all the inhabitants of the land
from before you, destroy all their tem-
ples, destroy their molten idols, and
demolish their high places. You shall
inherit the Land and settle in it, for I
have given you the Land to inherit it.
But if you do not drive out the inhabi-
tants of the Land from before you, then
those whom you leave over will be as
spikes in your eyes and thorns in your
sides, and they will harass you in the land
in which you settle.”

As the great commentator Rashi
points out in his writings, very relevant
to our situation today: You shall vacate it
of its inhabitants, and then you shall
“settle in it.” Only then will you be able
to survive there, but if you do not do
this, you will be unable to survive there.

This message that G-d communicat-
ed to Israel thousands of years ago in the
living Torah is relevant to this day.

Moses warned the Jews
against a two-state solu-
tion made with those
who really want it to be
one state, a state rid of
the Jewish people.

If you are in a living
situation with people
who you share respect
and appreciation with,

you can live side by side in tranquility
and safety. If, however, you are living
with people who believe you are the
devil, raising their children — all of their
children — with the notion that Jews are
the Satan, to be eradicated, then by liv-
ing with them, you are, by default, in a
constant state of war. In a state of war, no
control can be afforded to the enemy, for
he will use it to destroy you.

This is the truth we must as last dis-
cover. For most Arab nations, the objec-
tive has never been to establish a twenty-
second Arab state, side to side with Israel,
but to destroy the only Jewish state. Most
Arab leaders have always craved a
Palestinian state that, in their oft-repeat-
ed phrase, would “extend from the river
to the sea,” i.e., from the Jordan River to
the Mediterranean Sea — all of Israel.

This hatred was and is at the heart
of the conflict. It is not about Arab
desire for more land, or for more dignity;

it is the feeling had that despite the fact
that Israel exists, their existence is some-
how worthless.

That is why Israel’s complete with-
drawal from Gaza in 2005, leaving not a
single soldier or settler behind, allowing the
Arabs to create their own state without a
single Jew present, has not generated even
a day a peace. The yearning is not for state-
hood, but for the destruction of Israel. 

At the end of World War II,
Winston Churchill quipped, “You can
always rely on America to do the right
thing, once it has exhausted the alterna-
tives.”  Israel, which has far fewer alter-
natives than the United States, has long
ago exhausted them all. Now it is time to
go back to the words Moses told us 3300
years ago. “You cannot appease terror;
you must destroy it. Completely.”

If and when a new generation of
Arabs grows up learning, in their schools,
their homes, and their mosques, that
Israel is not the embodiment of evil, and
that the Jewish people do have the right
to live in their homeland in peace and
security, then we can go back to the
drawing board and discuss alternatives.
Until then, we are in a constant state of
war. They want us dead. And the only
thing that is worse than being in a war is
deluding yourself that you’re not in a war.

There is a step that must be com-

pleted before we get there. “In order to
conquer the enemy,” Moses says, “you
must remember G-d’s instruction: ‘You
shall inherit the Land and settle in it, for
I have given you the Land to inherit it’ ”

If we doubt for a moment our full,
unequivocal right to settle the Land of
Israel, if our resolve is weakened, then
the enemy and international pressure—
“the spikes and the thorns”—will drive
us to make concessions that will only
come back to haunt us. Our connection
to the land and our sense of moral jus-
tice for living and owning the land must
be unwavering and non-negotiable.
The Creator of the world has given us
this country!

Eretz Yisrael is G-d’s chosen land
which He gave to His chosen people, as
an inheritance to the Jewish people for-
ever. This is stated in the Bible —
embraced by many  Christians and
Muslims as the word of G-d — hundreds
of times. It is the organic, natural home
for the Jewish soul. c

Yitzchok Tiechtel is the Rabbi at
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad. This
column was adapted from remarks he
delivered at a pro-Israel rally in August.
The Rabbis’ Corner is a monthly column
that rotates among Nashville’s congrega-
tional rabbis.

Rabbi Yitzchok
Tiechtel

Making concessions will only result in “spikes and thorns”  

By GREG GOLDBERG

H
ow many times have you
seen a crime or an injus-
tice and knew
that the respon-
sible party would
not be held

accountable for his or her action.
Sometimes this inspires us to take
action. But other times it builds
anger within us. If we let it, this
anger can shape our attitude and
future actions.

We as everyday citizen are occasional-
ly called upon to act in judgment as jurors.
In some egregious cases like murder, the
punishment of death must be considered.

Judaism usually teaches us about rules
for studying torah and living an honorable
life practicing tikun olam. There are rules
for praying, eating, dressing (which shoe
to put on first), and just about most aspects
of daily living. Yet even Jews who have
strayed and acted irresponsibly must face
consequences. Though it may not be a
popular decision, I do believe in the death

penalty. Morally it presents a huge dilem-
ma. I often wonder if I am or should be
qualified to take someone’s life. Normally
as we approach Rosh Hashanah and Yom

Kippur at this time of the year, we
are asking G-d to judge us and liter-
ally stating that we are not worthy
in avenu malkeinu.

But we have also recently fin-
ished the book of Numbers, which
is admittedly a dry prescriptive list
of rules. Within the last parsha of
Masei there are rules and laws

about murder and the related punish-
ment (specifically if/when witnessed by
one or two people).

So while I am in favor of the morally
unpopular death penalty, I prefer to spend
my time and effort studying and living the
actions that will provide a full and rewarding
life. As I atone for my sins and ask forgive-
ness, I strive to learn from past mistakes and
make every tomorrow better than today. c

Greg Goldberg is a member  of the edi-
torial board of The Jewish Observer of
Nashville. 

Greg Goldberg

Judging and being judged

By ANDREW KAPLAN 

F
ew experiences have had such
a profound influence on me as
my education at Akiva
School. Akiva is a unique
establishment, which provides
a Jewish education in a nur-

turing community where one can begin
to grasp his or her heritage. 

I am currently a sophomore at
Montgomery Bell Academy, where I
have been a student since the seventh
grade. Before MBA, I spent seven
years at Akiva, from kindergarten
through sixth grade. There are several
aspects of Akiva that I have found to
be unique. Because it is a relatively
small school, the students are all given
individualized attention. This benefit
is the result of the tightly knit com-
munity focused on a positive, ener-
getic, and proud group of teachers and
families who all believe strongly in its
Jewish foundation and its strong secu-
lar education as well.

More than anything else, I feel that
Akiva prepared me for MBA by giving
me a strong academic foundation,
allowing for a smooth transition into
the rigorous academic course load at
MBA. I felt that I was better prepared
than many other new students at MBA
because I had had such small classes and
such impactful teachers. In addition,
learning a second language at such a
young age proved extremely helpful in
grasping new concepts of a foreign cul-

ture. At MBA, I have taken Latin and
am currently taking Chinese.  I can
safely say that learning Hebrew at
Akiva gave me the tools necessary to
adapt quickly to the nature of learning a
totally different language. 

Socially, I immediately felt very
adept at a new school. Although I knew
only a few of my classmates when I start-
ed MBA, I had acquired good social
skills at Akiva. These skills helped me to
create new friendships.

I am a strong believer that many of
the values that Akiva stands for set one
up for a successful transition into future
education and life as a whole. I am able
to understand my heritage as well as the
importance of other’s heritage to them as
well. I take pride in knowing the impor-
tance of a strong Jewish community. I
felt extremely prepared when I started
MBA, as I benefited from the superb
education at Akiva. 

For me, Akiva proved to be a really
special place. c

“Unique”Akiva prepared student
for success at MBA and beyond 

Andrew Kaplan 
as an Akiva fifth

grader

Andrew Kaplan 
as an MBA 
sophomore

letter to the editor
To the editor,
I appreciated seeing in the September

issue the Imams Ossama Bahloul, Salah
Osman, Yusuf Abdullah, Ahmedulhadi
Sharif, and Abdu Alrahman declare, “We
can disagree without dehumanizing one
another … and not hate those who stand
against us.”

I look forward to news stories about

what these men are doing as individuals
and within their mosques to stand against
the preachings of Memphis Imam Abu
Ammaar Yasir Qadhi to the effect that we
sub-human infidels have neither a right to
own property nor a right to life.

L'shana tovah,
Dr. David Altschul
Nashville  
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lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Abby Liff will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah at
11 a.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 11 at The Temple.
Her parents are Rachel
and Darren Liff. Her
grandparents are
Mickey Goorman, Judy
and Joe Barker, of
Nashville and the late
Charles Goorman and Noah Liff.

Abby is in the seventh grade at the
University School of Nashville. Her
interests include competitive gymnas-
tics, traveling, playing the flute and
spending time with her friends.

For her mitzvah project, Abby pro-
moted cancer awareness through activi-
ties involving Susan G. Komen and
Gilda’s Club of Nashville.

Sylvie Weller Babat will be called
to the Torah as a bat
mitzvah at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 25 at
The Temple. Her par-
ents are Brett and
Jackie Babat. Her
grandparents are
Michael and Judith
Babat of Buffalo, NY,
Daniel Klein of New

Haven, CT and Jill Ross of Sarasota, FL.
Sylvie is in the seventh grade at the

University School of Nashville. Her
interests include cooking, singing and
acting, and playing piano and guitar.  

For her mitzvah project, Sylvie plans
to prepare and serve meals at Gilda’s
Club.

Ethan David Fish will be called to
the Torah as a bar mitz-
vah on Saturday, Nov. 1
at West End Synagogue.
Ethan is the son of
Jordanna Fish and
Michael and Devora
Fish; the brother of
Shoshana, Jacob, and
Laila, and the grandson
of Charles and Sandra
Fish and Marilyn Paru and the late
Sheldon Paru.

Ethan attends Bellevue Middle
School, where he participates in the
strings ensemble and serves on the year
book committee. For his mitzvah project,
Ethan is volunteering at and gathering
supplies for the Nashville Humane
Association.

Mazel Tov
The Tennessee General Assembly

sponsored a joint resolution to honor
retiring Metro General Sessions Court
Judge Daniel Eisenstein for his work
with the Davidson County Mental
Health Court over the last 10 years as
well as his advocacy for people with

Abby Liff 

Sylvie Weller
Babat 

Ethan David
Fish 

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299

Business Card D i r e c t o r y

LISA SPILLER
Director of Sales and Marketing

2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills Belle Meade Jewelry & Repair
Rings Sized, Jewelry Repaired While U Wait

Platinum • 14k • 18k • Watch Batteries & Repair
Sterling Silver • Prong Rebuilding • Appraisals

Eyeglass Repair • Antique Restoration

Scott Isaacs - Owner
Belle Meade Plaza

4522 Harding Road

Bellemeadejewelry.com                                    615-269-3288
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Advertising Manager

carrie@nashvillejcc.org  
www.jewishnashville.org

615.354.1699   fax 615.352.0056

Jewish

C
ongregation Sherith
Israel will hold a dinner
on Jan. 11 to honor
Rabbi Saul Strosberg and
Daniella Pressner for 10
years of service to the

congregation and the Nashville Jewish
community. 

At the event, Rabbi Strosberg will
also receive the award as Yeshivat
Chovevei Torah’s outstanding alumnus

of the year. 
The Italian-themed dinner will be

held at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. There will be a special book
compiled to honor Rabbi Strosberg and
Ms. Pressner, who came to Nashville in
2005.

Further details will be announced
later. For information, contact Roberta
Goodman, Evelyn Koch or Shelly Lutz
by calling the shul at 292-6614. c

Dinner will honor Rabbi Strosberg
and Daniella Pressner on 10 years
of service to CSI and Nashville

mental illness. State Sens. Stephen
Dickerson, Douglas Henry, Thelma
Harper and Ken Yager and State Rep.
Brenda Gilmore sponsored the resolu-
tion. Henry, who is also retiring this
year, presented the joint resolution to
Judge Eisenstein at the courthouse in
Nashville.  

Sympathy 
…to the family of Lyles "Jane" Fite

Rebrovick, 93, who died on Aug. 26.
She is survived by her daughter, Janet
Starnes of Coto de Caza, CA; two sons,
Art Rebrovick Jr. (Linda) and John
Rebrovick, both of Nashville; seven
grandchildren, and five great-grandchil-
dren. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Art Rebrovick Sr.; parents,
John Walton Fite and mother Adine
Fite, and sister, Adine Hurt.

Jane and Art were married over 40
years before his death in 1988. Jane was
an enthusiastic homemaker and cook,
feeding family and friends with delicious
banana bread, soups and desserts as long
as she was able.

Special thanks to the caregivers
from LifeLinks as well as the staff at the

Blakeford, Belmont Terrace, and West
Meade Place, who made a magnificent
difference in her last years.

A graveside service was held at
Harpeth Hills Memory Gardens. The
family asks that donations be made to
Renewal House, P.O. Box 280356,
Nashville, TN 37228.

… to the family of Eugene
“Poppy” Shavlan, 83, Houston, TX,
who died peacefully in Houston on
Sept. 7 surrounded by his family. He is
survived by his wife Ann of 53 years;
daughters Barbara (Andy) Schwarcz
and Ellen (Michael) Rosen, both of
Nashville; sons Michael (Tiffany)
Shavlan and David (Jane) Shavlan,
and 11 grandchildren. Gene thorough-
ly enjoyed spending time with his fam-
ily and grandchildren. He was an avid
outdoorsman and an accomplished
craftsman. He served his country in the
U.S. Army during the Korean War. A
private service was held in Houston
and a shiva minyan in Nashville at The
Temple on Sept. 16. Donations can be
made to the American Heart
Association, the American Cancer
Society or the charity of the donor’s
choice.

See what is 
happening 

in the 
Jewish community 

at
www.JewishNashville.org

To access the Community Calendar,
go to 

www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event 

is listed for your convenience.
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Complete Tree Care
Stump Grinding

Licensed & Insured
Over 25 Years Experience

615-444-4676

“If you have a leaning tree,  you need to call me!”

around the town

Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

CSI raises $20,000
in 3 days to aid 
Jews who fled
Ukrainian city

Rabbi Saul Strosberg sent an urgent
email to members of Congregation
Sherith Israel on Sunday, Sept. 7 seeking
$10,000 in donations by the following
Thursday to provide emergency aid for
Jews who had fled the city of Donetsk in
Ukraine following the murder of a
prominent Jewish businessman there. 

Less than 24 hours later the goal had
been met – and donations were still com-
ing in. By Wednesday, the total had
reached $20,000. 

“Great community,” Rabbi
Strosberg said about the overwhelming
response to his appeal. 

The funds were used to help about
120 Jews who had fled to Kiev with little
more than the shirts on their backs fol-
lowing the Aug. 30 murder of George
Zilberbord, 47. He was shot to death by
men who raided the area around his home
on the outskirts of the embattled city of
Donetsk, where pro-Russian separatists are
fighting with Ukrainian government
troops, according to the Vaad Association
of Jewish Communities and Organizations
of Ukraine said in a statement.

The Jews who fled Donetsk were
staying at an encampment in Kiev, Rabbi
Strosberg said, and the funds raised by
Sherith Israel and others provided emer-
gency supplies until aid from major
Jewish agencies arrived.  

Community sukkah
build and PJ
Storytime set for
Oct. 5 at Akiva

Akiva School’s annual family gath-
ering for the construction of a communi-
ty sukkah will take place on Sunday,
Oct. 5 beginning at 10 a.m. PJ Library
will hold a Sukkot Storytime in conjunc-
tion with the event in which children
will hear stories and  make crafts to take
home as well as decorate the sukkah.
There will also be free play in the court-
yard and snacks.  

Extra hands are always helpful when
constructing the sukkah, so adults are
invited to come ready to build.  

Akiva will also hold a Sukkot
Dinner on Monday, Oct. 13 at which it
will dedicate the treehouse designed
and built by the class of 2014 as its gift
to the school. The dinner begins at
5:30 p.m. RSVP to the Akiva office at
356-1880.

New DA Funk to
speak at B’nai
B’rith event

The B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge
#46 will host a community program on
Sunday, Oct. 12 at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center featuring newly
elected Davidson County Dist. Atty.
Gen. Glenn Funk.

The event begins with refreshments
at 10:30 a.m. and will be followed by the
program at 11 a.m. in which Funk will
speak on the role of the district attorney
general and then answer questions. The
public is invited. 

Akiva scarecrow
part of annual
exhibit at Cheekwood

Akiva School has a display in the
Cheekwood Botanical Gardens’ annual
fall exhibition of scarecrows designed
and constructed by school children from
the greater Nashville area.  

The scarecrows are on display
throughout the Cheekwood grounds
through the month of October. 

Working with visiting artist Andrea
Steele, a committee of Akiva students
from all grades brainstormed ideas and
determined that their design should be
fun, playful, and active to reflect their
school experience. They decided that
these ideas could be communicated
through the use of moving parts and
transparent sections that show the
"inner workings" of an active learner. 

Over the course of eight meetings, the

student committee prepped, painted, col-
lected, and deconstructed old computer
parts to incorporate into the figure. They
also invited all of the grades to contribute
to the project by decorating pieces that
were added at the end. The finished prod-
uct became much more than a scarecrow.
It is a culmination of students working
together to express a shared vision of pride
in their school through their creativity.

Hadassah Sukkah
Hop scheduled for
Oct. 13 

The Nashville chapter of Hadassah
will hold its annual Progressive Dinner
Sukkah Hop from 7-9 p.m. on Monday,
Oct. 13. 

The hop will begin with wine and
cheese at Jessica Kullock’s home at 3809
Richland Ave. (Parking is available in
the nearby West End Synagogue parking
lot.) From there, those attending will
divide into groups and drive to other
sukkahs on the route before ending back
at the Kullock home for dessert. 

The cost is $8. For information and
to RSVP contact Nili Friedman at
queennili@aol.com or (615) 498-5464. 

in print
Nanette Lampl Avery of Brentwood

has self-published her latest book,
Orphan in America, a novel that follows
three generations across vast distances
and examines the impact of a dark and
unfamiliar episode in America’s past: the
19th Century Orphan Train movement
that transported homeless and impover-

ished children from crowded eastern
cities to foster homes in the rural
Midwest. Take a peek at http://www.ama-
zon.com/dp/149543340 .  Avery, a mem-
ber of Congregation Micah, has published
four other books, including My Mother’s
Tattoo and Other Stories for Kids and Sixty
Jars in a Pioneer Town.

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker, MBA, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Platinum Club Award Recipient
Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele

www.PatriciaStraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.9465

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com
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Music City’s
Biggest Band

Your Nashville Symphony | Live at the schermerhorn

with support from

615.687.6400 | NashvilleSymphony.org 

YO-YO MA
with the Nashville Symphony
October 1

The world’s greatest cellist 
returns to perform Elgar’s 
Cello Concerto

REO SPEEDWAGON
October 19

“Keep on Loving You,” 
“Can’t Fight This Feeling,” 
“Take It on the Run” 

ALL 
RACHMANINOFF
with the Nashville Symphony
October 3 & 4

Featuring Symphony No. 2 
and Piano Concerto No. 1, 
with soloist Olga Kern

BRUCE HORNSBY
October 20

Each ticket includes a copy 
of Hornsby’s brand-new 
double-live album

a l l  r a c h m a n i n o f f

THE MUSIC OF
MICHAEL JACKSON
with the Nashville Symphony, 
a full band and vocalists
October 10

Featuring Broadway veteran 
Chester Gregory in the role 
of Michael Jackson

JAZZ AT LINCOLN 
CENTER ORCHESTRA
WITH WYNTON 
MARSALIS & 15-piece band
October 5
Some of the finest soloists, 
ensemble players and 
arrangers in jazz music

ORCHESTRAL 
FIREWORKS!
with the Nashville Symphony
October 24 & 25

Featuring Paganini’s Violin 
Concerto No. 1 and Strauss’ 
An Alpine Symphony

THE MUSIC 
OF QUEEN
with the Nashville Symphony, 
a rock band and vocalists
Oct. 30 to Nov. 1

“Bohemian Rhapsody,” 
“We Will Rock You,” 
and other rock classics

WITH THE NASHVILLE SYMPHONY

The Music of

CLASSICAL SERIES JAZZ SERIES POPS SERIES
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For more information on any of the programs listed above,
please call 615 292 6614 

or check out www.sherithisrael.com

Sukkot Celebration & Dinner
Friday Night, October 10, 7 pm
Free for all families new to town
RSVP by Oct. 7th

An Evening of Music
Saturday Night, November 1, 8 pm.
A creative collaboration featuring vibraphonist John Arruci, Jonathan Yudkin, and 
Saul Strosberg

NOW BOOKING: A Journey to Israel
Dates: December 24 - January 5
Led by Rabbi Saul Strosberg and David Bratspis
Tour provider: Keshet Inc.

The Melton School’s Fall Adult Education Series Presents:
2 new scholar’s courses, beginning October 22
“Israeli Literature as a Window to Israeli Society”, with Daniella Pressner
“Breishit 1 - From Adam to Abraham: The First 20 Generations” with 
Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein

To register online or for more information, visit the meltonschool.org

Hebrew Immersion Program for 3-5 year-olds
Weekly Hebrew-Only play-space for children, every Sunday 
from 10:00 - 11:30 am
Rolling admission, open to the entire community
Funded in Part by Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
 

Continued from page 3
who earned her doctoral degree in ethics
and society from Vanderbilt University
and has a longstanding interest in inter-
faith dialogue. “If more groups were this
intentional about reaching out to different
communities, we’d be much better off.” 

The program is intense. For 10 days
the CLI fellows from across the United
States attended seminars on Jewish the-
ology, spirituality and doctrine led by the
Hartman Institute’s faculty. Afterwards
they would spend hours in chavrutah,
the traditional rabbinic method of
learning in which a pair of students reads,
discusses and debates a Jewish text
together.  

“We’d begin at 8:30 in the morning
and sometimes go until 9 at night,” said
Holt. “It was a remarkable experience
that allowed me to build genuine, long
term relationships with religious scholars
and leaders.” 

Nor was the experience merely aca-
demic. “We’re people of faith, so faith
was part of our conversations,” she said.
“We were exposed to Jewish wisdom out-
side the Bible – religious perspectives
that I had never been aware of.” 

Holt recalled one session taught by
Jewish feminist, who likened the Biblical
ark to a womb from which life emerges. “I
had read this texts hundreds of times, and
yet here was a new new image that I had
never considered,” she said.

Though they returned to the United
States in late July, the CLI fellows will
participate in monthly distance-learning
sessions and continue to engage in
chavruta before returning to Israel next
July for a concluding series of seminars
focused on the topic of Jewish communi-
ty. They will also gather in January in
Tampa, FL with many of the other 41 fel-
lows who have taken part in the CLI pro-
gram since it began in 2008. 

“It’s much more than the academic
knowledge you gain,” said Holt. “The
program is designed to build understand-
ing and community.” 

The trip was Holt’s first to Israel –
and it came during a period of war.
Hamas rockets were already raining down
on Israel when she arrived in mid-July,
and the Israeli ground invasion of Gaza
began before she left. Although Holt
never had to take shelter from a rocket
attack, the fighting did cause logistical
problems for her group. Some flights were
cancelled. And the group’s touring was
limited mainly to areas in the north
where there was less danger from rockets. 

Aside from bringing home “just how
very different life is there than where I
live,” Holt said the fighting also sparked
“intense discussions” about the enduring
conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians.  

“I teach world religions and partici-
pate in interfaith groups, and being there
during the fighting made me wonder
whether anything I do matters,” she said.  

She recounted her experience at the
Western Wall in Jerusalem, where she
stood and recited the Lord’s Prayer,
which the New Testament says Jesus
taught to his disciples during the Sermon
on the Mount.  

“As I was backing away, the Muslim
call to prayer started, and I realized just
how complicated the situation is. There
are so many deep divisions. It’s very dis-
couraging.

“In that sense it was a hard trip. But
I’m very grateful for it.” c

Belmont 
professor 


