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By Charles Bernsen

W
hen he speaks
in Nashville
next month
on the subject
of Jewish
unity, Rabbi

David Levin-Kruss will be making
two points: Solidarity is important,
yes, but also difficult to achieve
given the sometimes profound reli-
gious, political and cultural differ-
ences among Jews. 

Fortunately, the traditional rab-
binic texts on which Judaism is
founded provide insights into how to
create and maintain a sense of con-
nection among Jews in an increas-
ingly diverse Jewish world. Rabbi
Levin-Kruss, a faculty member at the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in
Jerusalem, will turn to those texts
during his keynote presentation as
the Nashville community’s scholar
in residence for Global Day of
Jewish Learning. 

“The early rabbis faced the same
kind of issues we do today, and I want
to try to look at the early texts for
practical ideas about how to deal with
them,” Rabbi Levin-Kruss said in a
telephone interview with The
Observer. In recounting the legal dis-
putes between the sages Hillel and
Shammai, for example, the Mishnah
conveys a pragmatic rabbinic attitude
toward religious truth and Jewish
identity that “is not one-sided.” Even
though it often endorses one version
of the truth, the Mishnah still
acknowledges the others and treats
them respectfully.  

The Global Day of Jewish
Learning is a worldwide event initiat-
ed in 2010 by the Aleph Society in
which Jews in more than 400 commu-
nities come together to study their
religious heritage and its sacred text.
This year’s event is on Sunday, Nov.
17, and its theme is “Creating
Together.” Rabbi Levin-Kruss’s
keynote session in Nashville -- “What
Price Pluralism? Creating Unity
While Acknowledging What
Separates Us” – will be one of just 24
streamed live around the world each
hour from various Global Day of
Jewish Learning sites.     

Global Day of Learning events
in Nashville will be at the Akiva
School at 809 Percy Warner Blvd.
In addition to Rabbi Levin-Kruss’s
10 a.m. keynote session, there will
be six breakout sessions from 11:15
a.m. -12:15 p.m. and six more from

1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Each will be
led by a local Jewish clergy member
or educator. Between the breakout
sessions, there will be a lunch pro-
gram featuring a panel discussion
by local rabbis on various themes
from the breakout sessions. The
day will conclude with a summary
discussion with session leaders from
2:30-3 p.m.  

As a faculty member and direc-
tor of special programs at the Pardes
Institue, Rabbi Levin-Kruss encoun-

ters students from very different
backgrounds with very different ideas
about what it means to be Jewish. 

“What I’ve found is that there is
a tendency to talk in clichés when it
comes to these different Jewish
‘truths.’ They want to say, ‘Let’s just
be nice to each other and get along.’
But it’s not as easy as that,” he said.
Creating and maintaining Jewish sol-
idarity involves an often difficult bal-
ance between tolerating differences 

Continued on page 3

Global Day of Learning scholar will use 
traditional texts in discussion of Jewish unity

Rabbi David Levin-Kruss

I
n conjunction with the Global
Day of Jewish Learning, Jewish
Family Services is inviting
teens in grades 8- 12 to a dis-
cussion on November 17 about
the dangers of impaired or dis-

tracted driving. 
In the program at the Gordon

Jewish Community Center, teens will
hear from Phaedra Marriott-Olsen,
who was a young teacher 18 years ago
when she was almost killed by a
drunk driver who struck her car head
on, and Blake McMeans, whose
promising future as a rising tennis star
was cut short by his decision in 1994
to get behind the wheel of a car after
a night of heavy drinking. 

Marriott-Olsen underwent 21
surgeries and still must use a wheel-
chair. As a program specialist for
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, she
has built a career educating young
people, giving parents the tools to
talk to their children about the dan-
gers of drunk driving, and helping
law enforcement officials become
better at the difficult task of death
notification. McMeans, who is par-
tially paralyzed, has started an educa-
tional foundation and travels the

country making personal appearances
“to bring home to people the reality
of what drinking and driving can do
to a person’s life.” The program will
also include a powerful video and dis-
cussion to address the emerging prob-
lem of driving while texting. 

The program will be from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. It is being presented as
part of the JFS Family Life Education
program, which is intended to
empower and protect families and the
community by providing information
about emerging concerns and needs.
The program is funded by a grant
from the Jewish Federation and
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.For further details
or questions, contact Teri Sogol,
LCSW, at 354-1662. c

JFS plans program for teens
on drunk and distracted driving

Blake McMeansPhaedra Marriott-
Olsen
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The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish  Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee presents

How Religious Minorities Can Thrive at School

Panelists:

Trapper Baum, 
Retired Metro Nashville Public Schools Principal

Tamara Losel, Executive Director, 
Nashville Conflict Resolution Center

Gini Pupo-Walker, Executive Director, 
Department of Family and Community Partnerships, 
Metro Nashville Public Schools

Judy Saks, 
Former Director of Community Relations Committee 
for the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

Remziya Suleyman, 
Director of Policy and Administration, 
American Center for Outreach

What do I do when…

My child has an exam on a religious holiday?

I have a swim meet on a fast day?

My teacher keeps asking me for the 
Jewish/Muslim/Hindu point of view and it’s making 
me uncomfortable?

They serve food I can’t eat at school events?

RSVP to Abbie Wolf, 
 615-354-1637

abbie@jewishnashville.org OF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

Schedule: 
9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.   

Opening learning session 

with Pardes Scholar 

Rabbi David Levin-Kruss 

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.               

Breakout Sessions I

12:15 p.m.-1:15 p.m.       

Rabbis’ panel discussion

Complimentary lunch

1:30-2:30 p.m.               

Breakout Sessions II

(Breakout sessions are led by 

community Jewish educators)

2:30-3:00 p.m.              

Concluding Program

Theme: Creating Together
Date:   Sunday, November 17, 2013Location: Akiva School

(Baby-sitting and senior transportation available)

Think Globally. Learn Locally.

Presented by the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee in
cooperation with: Akiva School, B’nai Brith Social Unit, B’nai Brith Mai-
monides Lodge #46, BBYO, Chabad Jewish Student Center at Vanderbilt
University, Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, Congregation Micah, Con-
gregation Sherith Israel, Get Connected, Gordon Jewish Community Cen-
ter and the GJCC Early Learning Center, Hadassah Nashville Chapter,
Jewish Family Service, JMingle, NCJW Nashville Chapter, NowGen, PJ Li-
brary, The Temple-Congregation Ohabai Sholom, Vanderbilt Hillel, and
West End Synagogue. 

To register for the 
Global Day of Jewish 

Learning, please contact 
Barbara Schwarcz at 

(615) 354-1630 or 

Barbara@jewishnashville.org, 
or visit 

www.jewishnashville.org.

The Global Day of Jewish Learning in Nashville is generously underwritten
by Libby and Moshe Werthan to support the participation of Rabbi David
Levin-Kruss of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies.

Community Relations Committee
Presents “Stronger Together”

L
ife at school can be tricky
for students of minority
faiths and cultures. Some
situations, like overt dis-
crimination, are easier to
identify – and are illegal.

More common, though, are situations
that are perfectly legal but insensitive
and make minority faith students
uncomfortable. Students might won-
der what to do when they have an
exam on a religious holiday, for exam-
ple, or how to deal with Christmas,
Easter and other majority faith holi-
days in school. Or they might want to
know how to respond when they’re
always called upon in class to present
the “Jewish/Muslim/Hindu/Other”
point of view.  

To provide resources for answering
these kinds of questions, the
Community Relations Committee
(CRC) of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee has
put together an interfaith program
called “Stronger Together: How
Religious Minorities Can Thrive at
School.” It will take place at 7 p.m.
Monday, October 21 at Montgomery
Bell Academy in the Ingram Science
Building’s Pfeffer Auditorium. The
event is free to the public, and will
include time for questions and answers
from the audience. A dessert reception
will follow the program.

The program’s panel is comprised
of Gini Pupo-Walker, executive direc-
tor of the Department of Family and

Community Partnerships for Metro
Nashville Public Schools; Tamara
Losel, executive director of the
Nashville Conflict Resolution Center;
Trapper Baum, a retired principal with
Metro Nashville Public Schools; Judy
Saks, former director of the Jewish
Federation’s Community Relations
Committee, and Remziya Suleyman,
director of policy and administration
for the American Center for
Outreach. Each panelist will bring a
unique perspective on how students of
minority faiths can work within and
outside the school system to get their
needs met.

The CRC thanks the following
community publicity partners for their
help in publicizing this program to their
constituencies:  Akiva School,
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad,
Congregation Micah, Congregation
Sherith Israel, Family of Abraham,
Harding Academy, Islamic Center of
Nashville, Metro Nashville Human
Relations Commission, Montgomery
Bell Academy, The Temple, University
School of Nashville, Vanderbilt’s Office
of the University Chaplain and
Religious Life, and West End
Synagogue. 

More publicity partners are expected
to join the effort as the event approaches.
For more information contact Abbie
Wolf, director of community relations for
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, at abbie@jewish-
nashville.org or 354-1637. c
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JAMES E. MACKLER

A legal professional who knows the laws, cares about the 
community and is passionate about all he does.

Nashville
511 Union St.
Suite 1600
Nashville, TN 37219

615.238.6300

OUR LOCATIONS

Hendersonville
131 Saundersville Rd.
Suite 130
Hendersonville, TN 37075

615.822.8822

JMACKLER@BONELAW.COM
615.238.6312 (Direct )

Global Day of Learning scholar 
Continued from page 1
on issues of crucial importance on the
one hand and “being able to sleep with a
clear conscious” on the other.  

Facing this dilemma and learning
practical ways to deal with tension it cre-
ates are crucial if Jews are to maintain a
sense of peoplehood, Rabbi Levin-Kruss
said. Using a business analogy, he said,
“Ultimately we want to stay in business
together, not break off and form different
companies. To do that we need to find
practical ways to express our differences
without de-legitimizing one another.” 

Rabbi Levin-Kruss is concerned by
studies indicating that, compared to
older generations, younger Jews tend feel
less connected to Jews who are different
than themselves. He suspects this may be
because they see Jewish disagreement
and fractiousness as a sign of a funda-
mental divide.    

Here again the traditional texts can
teach a lesson, Rabbi Levin-Kruss said.
“Fractiousness doesn’t have to be a sign

of division. Historically, it has been a
sign of and caring. The texts can show us
what it’s like to live as a community
despite our differences.” 

The local Global Day of Jewish
Learning is funded by the Jewish
Federation and Jewish Foundation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Rabbi
Levin-Kruss’s appearance is made possi-
ble through the generosity of Libby and
Moshe Werthan. Partners in the event
include the Akiva School, the Gordon
Jewish Community Center, Jewish
Family Services, NowGen, JMingle, Get
Connected, PJ Library, Vanderbilt Hillel,
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad,
Congregation Micah, Congregation
Sherith Israel, The Temple, West End
Synagogue, B’nai B’rith Youth
Organization, Chabad Jewish Student
Center at Vanderbilt, the Nashville
chapters of Hadassah and the National
Council of Jewish Women, B’nai B’rith
Social Unit and B’nai B’rith Maimonides
Lodge  #46. c

From the 
Campaign Trail

Some Old-Fashioned Communication
By STEVE HIRSCH
Nashville Jewish Federation Campaign 
Chair

O
ur 2014 Annual
Campaign for the Jewish
Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee is
officially up and running.
With the holidays in the

rear view mirror, our teams of campaign
ambassadors will be
reaching out to com-
munity members who
make gifts at the
Bonim Society level
and higher to engage
them in a discussion
about the federation
and our aspirations for
the coming year. This
year we have approximately 70 ambassa-
dors who have volunteered their time and
have made their own commitment to help
make this year’s campaign a successful one.

The first step for each of our ambas-
sadors this year was to meet with their
respective team captains to talk about the
campaign and to re-affirm their personal
commitment to the community by con-
firming their own gift for the 2014 cam-
paign.  This process, for the most part,
involved what seems to be an old-fash-
ioned approach to communications in our
modern world — a face-to-face meeting.
Wouldn’t a text message or an e-mail
have been more efficient? Even a phone
call would have done the trick.  Meeting
face-to-face seems so 20th century.

In addition to chairing the cam-
paign this year, I am also leading team
Tikvah, with a group of eight ambassa-
dors. Further, I have had the privilege of
meeting with some of the federation offi-
cers and the six other team captains to
discuss their 2014 gifts.  I have to tell you
that this face-to-face meeting thing is

pretty cool.  It has allowed me to learn
more about the people that I already
knew and has given me a terrific oppor-
tunity to meet some people in the com-
munity that I did not know before.  In
fact, I cannot think of a single meeting
where I walked away thinking, “I wish I
had done that over the phone.” And
while I can’t be certain, I believe that
the people that I met with were also glad
to have been personally engaged.

During this year’s campaign, we are
urging our ambassadors to have face-to-
face meetings with the donors that they
contact for several reasons.  First, we
believe that as a loyal contributor to the
campaign, we owe you a personal update
on the federation activities.  Further, we
want to give you the chance to discuss
what is important to you, whether it be a
specific local agency, our support of pro-
grams in Israel or continuing our work on
behalf of Jews in need around the world.
These conversations will help us to shape
our ongoing strategies regarding grants
and areas of emphasis for the future.
Finally, it is sometimes just nice to get to
know our neighbors a little better.

So this year, when an ambassador
contacts you and asks to meet with you,
surprise them and say, “Yes, I would look
forward to the opportunity to meet with
you.” And if they don’t suggest a meet-
ing, turn the tables on them and say,
”Wouldn’t it be better to discuss this in
person?”  Especially if your ambassador is
someone that you do not know, use this
as an opportunity to meet somebody new
in the community.  In the event that you
are not contacted by an ambassador,
please feel free to contact us at the feder-
ation office and we will be glad to
arrange something for you.

Thanks to your generosity, we are on
track to achieve our goal of raising $2.35
million for our 2013 Campaign.  In an
uncertain world, it is up to us to help insure

Jewish continuity and provide for those
who cannot make it without some outside
support.  I would urge you to increase your
gift in 2014 if possible, by at least 6% over
last year, which will enable us to reach our

Steve Hirsch

2014 Campaign goal of $2.5 million.
My best wishes for a healthy and

prosperous 5774.  I hope that you will
enjoy the benefits of a little old-fashioned
communications during the year. c

www.TEDPAILET.com

“Even within the temple 
environment, people are still people.”

From the author 
of The Korean War 
and Me, 
Ted Pailet

Available at:
Barnes & Noble - Vanderbilt

Parnassus in Green Hills

Ted Pailet Presents the
Challenges of Decision Making

The Affairs of 

Rabbi Flowers
An Intimate Look into Clergy-Congregant Relations

The Affairs of 

Rabbi Flowers
An Intimate Look into Clergy-Congregant Relations

Also available online at:
Amazon, Barnes & Noble or directly from www.iuniverse.com
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Bryana Lavery, G.G., GIA Graduate Gemologist

615.925.9172
gemsandjewelsappraisalservice@yahoo.com |  www.bryanalavery.com
Excellent community references  |  Personal, in-home consultations 

Federation’s Sedek selected for Fundraising University

O
ver the next year,
Naomi Limor Sedek
will learn best practices
in fundraising from
peers and mentors in
the Jewish community

across the country, thanks to a new pro-
gram from the Jewish Federations of
North America.

Sedek, campaign director of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, joins senior fundrais-

ing professionals representing 18 federa-
tions in the pilot program for
Fundraising University. 

Fundraising University, a project of
the JFNA Mandel Center for
Leadership Excellence in partnership
with JFNA’s Philanthropic Resources
department, was created to inspire,
motivate and empower a specific com-
munity of Jewish Federation profession-
als, JFNA said in a statement. The proj-
ect includes both programming and the
opportunity for participants to regularly
collaborate and share strategies to make
each other more successful.

The program launched with four
days of speakers, workshops and presen-
tations from Aug. 5-8 in New York City.
Sessions addressed effective fundraising

Nashville Federation will sponsor another mission to Cuba in March
Return trip is response to successful 2013 mission

I
n response to requests following its
highly successful and sold out mis-
sion to Cuba last March, the
Jewish Federation will offer anoth-
er Cuba mission March 2-9 led by
Felicia and Kenneth Anchor in

cooperation with Federation Executive
Director Mark S. Freedman.

Those interested in joining the
2014 Cuba Mission are invited to a
briefing on at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 30 at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. The briefing will
include a review of the proposed itin-
erary as well as details about require-
ments for traveling to Cuba. The fed-
eration participates on the trip under a
humanitarian license authorized by
the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

The primary purpose of the mission
is to visit with the 1,500-member Jewish
community in Cuba.  Mission partici-
pants are encouraged to collect and bring
with them vitally needed medical sup-
plies that will be donated to the central
pharmacy of the Havana Jewish commu-

nity, which is maintained at El
Patranato, Havana’s Jewish community

center and the home of Havana’s Beth
Sholom Synagogue.  The mission will

include visits to all three of Havana’s
synagogues as well as day trip to Santa
Clara, which has a newly established
synagogue as well.

During the mission, participants
will learn first-hand about the impor-
tant work of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC).
JDC has had an active presence in
Cuba for the past twenty years, work-
ing to revitalize the Jewish community
in Cuba with programs that address
Jewish identity and observance, as
well as providing essential social serv-
ice and welfare programs.

Mission participants will also have
the opportunity to visit some of Cuba’s
most historic sites such as the home of
Ernest Hemmingway, the world-renowned
Bellas Artes Museum and the home and
studio of famed Cuban artist Jose Fuster.

Those interested in attending the
Oct. 30 briefing should contact Mark
Freedman by email at mark@jewish-
nashville.org or by telephone at 615-
354-1660. c

Participants in last year’s mission trip to Cuba visited the home and studio of renowned artist
Jose Fuster, which is on the tentative itinerary for a return mission in March.  PHOTO: TOMMY CROW

skills and strategic management.
Speakers included Lisa Yeh, senior asso-
ciate dean of External Relations and
Development at Columbia Business
School; Ray Happy, principal and man-
aging director of CCS Consulting; and
Rabbi Jonah Pesner, senior vice presi-

dent of the Union for Reform Judaism.
The group has two more in-person

meetings: one in Israel in January 2014,
and another stateside next year.  In addi-
tion to the three meetings, the partici-
pants are paired with mentors with
whom they work throughout the year. c

D
r. Miri Eisin, a former
Israeli intelligence officer,
will be the keynote speak-
er this month at the annu-
al dinner for major donors
to the Jewish Federation

of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.
Those attending the Major Gifts

Society Dinner will also hear from Steve
Hirsch, chairman of the federation’s 2014
fundraising campaign. The dinner is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8 at
the Nashville Marriott at Vanderbilt,
2225 West End Ave. 

The dinner is held annual for those
who have contributed $10,000 or more
in previous campaigns. The federation
has also invited Ben Gurion donors,
young adults who have contributed
$1,000 or more. Invitees encouraged to
return response cards as soon as possible. 

Eisin served 20 years in the Israeli
military before retiring from active duty in
2004 as a full colonel. During her career
she served as intelligence officer for com-
bat and research departments, assistant to
the director of military intelligence and
deputy head of the Combat  Intelligence
Corps. Since leaving the military, she has
served as the international media advisor
to  the Israeli prime minister and an inde-
pendent advocate for Israel by speaking
on regional geopolitics and security issues.
She teaches at the Interdisciplinary
Center in Herzeliya and is a senior fellow
for international communications at Bar
Ilan University.

For more information about the din-
ner or becoming a major donor, contact
campaign Director Naomi Limor Sedek
by email at Naomi@jewishnashville.org
or by telephone at (615)354-1642. c

Dr. Miri Eisin to speak at
Major Gifts Society Dinner

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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If one of the worries on your mind 
is how to tell your family there will
be no gifts this year for Chanukah -
The Jewish Family Service Chanukah Gift Program 

is waiting to hear from you.
Please call 354-1672, confidentially,
to let us know how we can help. 
Volunteers are waiting to bring 

some light into your Chanukah.

Young adult leaders look forward to CommUNITY Mission in Israel
By Kathy Carlson
For The Observer

I
t’s not your father’s Jewish
Federation. Nashville’s contingent
to this year’s Jewish Federations of
North America (JFNA) General
Assembly will include new faces –
young adults who are taking active

roles in Jewish life here.
They will participate in the Jewish

Federation of Nashville CommUNITY
Mission to Israel from Nov. 3-13.  The
JFNA general assembly, held in Israel
every other year, takes place Nov. 10-12.

The Nashville Federation is sending
four young adults – Amy Smith, Abby
Sparks, Jason Sparks and Russell Wolff –
along with Young Leadership Award
Winner David Schwartz. This is the
fourth year that the Federation, in keep-
ing with goals set through the Best
Jewish Nashville priority-setting process,
has provided funding for young adults to
participate in JFNA programs in Israel. 

“This is the first time we’re sending
emerging young leaders with our commu-
nity” to the general assembly, Federation
Planning Director Harriet Schiftan said.
“The committee felt very strongly that
this was a great opportunity.”  

"We had a lot of great applicants,"
said Ellen Levitt, chair of the committee
that selected the young adult contin-
gent. “They were all very sincere and
very much interested in being active in
the community.”  The choice was diffi-
cult, she said, adding she wished all of
the applicants could have been selected. 

Amy Smith said she applied to par-
ticipate in the general assembly “to learn
more about Federation.  It’s an opportu-
nity to go to Israel with the Federation
and also attend the General Assembly.”

She has participated in a Nashville
limudim (Jewish learning) program for
young adults and also has called other
community members on behalf of
Federation during the Tzedakah
Tzunday annual campaign telethon. She
has been active with Hadassah and most
recently involved with Akiva School.  

Whatever her future role is in
Nashville’s Jewish community, she said,
she hopes to return from the mission
with a better understanding about what
Federation does and how individual
donors’ gifts are used.

For Schwartz, it will be his first trip
to Israel since his Bar Mitzvah, and his
first JFNA General Assembly. 

He said he wants to see Israel’s tech-

nology scene, to experience “Start-up
Nation” (the 2011 book by Dan Senor
and Saul Singer about Israel’s economy)
firsthand and learn how Israel has been
able to make strides in technology devel-
opment even amid conflict.

“I’m just looking forward to the con-
nection you feel once you land,” he con-
tinued.  “There’s very few places in the
world where you’re just overtaken with
emotion.”

“I’m really appreciative,” he said.
“I’m able to go because of the award I
received.  I’m honored to have this great

opportunity. … (Participating in the
mission) is one of those great things that
people’s contributions to Federation
does.”

His participation will enable him to
share personal stories in soliciting gifts to
Federation, which he will do as a team
leader for the 2014 annual campaign.  

When Federation Executive
Director Mark Freedman first arrived in
Nashville, he said he wanted everyone to
go to Israel, Schwartz said. “I think he’s
really delivered on that and it’s impor-
tant that we maintain that.” c

By Charles Bernsen

E
llen and Michael Levitt
describe their involvement
in Nashville’s Jewish com-
munity as an “evolution”
that began 31 years ago
when, as a young couple,

they moved here from Atlanta to pursue
careers in the medical profession. 

They joined West End Synagogue,
where Michael eventually headed the
religious school committee and the ritu-
al committee. They sent their children
to the Akiva School and as a result, got
very involved there, with Ellen eventu-
ally serving as the president of the
school’s board. 

Their involvement at Akiva gave
them an understanding of the vital finan-
cial support the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee provides
to local Jewish institutions, so it made
sense to get involved at the federation too.
Ellen has served as chairman of the alloca-

tions committee, campaign chair and, in
2006-2008, federation president. Ellen
current serves on the Jewish Foundation
Development Committee. Ellen’s trips to
Israel and Eastern Europe gave her and
Michel a deep appreciation  of the impact
the federation’s support has in Jewish com-
munities far distant from Nashville. 

“What we learned convinced us that
we wanted to commit our dollars and
time to this organization,” Michael said. 

Their commitment had some
unforeseen but happy effects on their
own family. Their three children all
made trips to Israel and have
remained quite actively Jewishly.
“Our youngest — Manny — was
regional president of BBYO,” Ellen
said proudly. His older brother,
Gideon, has made aliyah to Israel,
where he is a biomedical engineer in
Tel Aviv and is completing his mili-
tary service.  Their sister, Katie, and
her husband, Daniel Greene, are
active in Atlanta’s Jewish community. 

“I think our involvement set an
example,” Michael said. “You can’t
expect your kids to be supportive of the
Jewish community if you’re not.”   

With their children grown now and
living elsewhere, and with no immediate
family in Nashville, Ellen and Michael
wanted to do something to make sure

their support for the Jewish community
here and for Jews around the world
would continue. 

So they have purchased a life insur-
ance policy and designated the Jewish
Foundation of Nashville as the beneficiary.
This will ensure a yearly gift will be made to
the federations’ annual campaign in perpe-
tuity. The commitment gives them comfort
knowing that they will be making a differ-
ence even after they are no longer living.
“We think of it as an investment in the
future of the Jewish people,” Michael said. 

While acknowledging that there are
many fine non-Jewish charities doing
good work, Ellen and Michael believe
Jews must support one another. “Jewish
philanthropy should be their number
one priority,” Michael said. c

Foundation Focus is an occasional
series of interviews with individuals who
have made legacy plans through the Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee.

foundation focus

Michael and Ellen Levitt

Levitts involvement in Jewish Nashville a 31-year “evolution”

Amy Smith David Schwartz 
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Israeli teachers “feel like family” in Nashville
By Charles Bernsen 

J
ust halfway through her 10-day
tour of schools in Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, Israeli teacher
Miri Galitzki was so impressed
that she exclaimed, only partly
in jest, “I want to be a teacher in 
the U.S.A.” 

With fellow Israeli teacher Vered
Hazan, Galitzki had already visited a
number of schools, including Harding
Academy, the Akiva School and the reli-
gious schools at three local synagogues.
“Everything looks so relaxed,” she said.
“I’m impressed by the way the instructors
teach with so much soul.” 

Educators and students were similarly
impressed with the two Israeli educators.
At Harding they gave a digital presenta-
tion to about 100 fifth and sixth graders in
which they explained the Jewish holiday
of Sukkot and showed them photos of the
traditional “booths” from which the holi-
day gets its name. The students responded
enthusiastically, asking questions about
sports, books and other aspects of Israel life
and Jewish culture that went well beyond
the topic of Sukkot.

Galitski and Hazan were in Nashville
as part of an ongoing exchange program
that brings teachers from the Hadera-Eiron
region of Israel to Middle Tennessee and
takes Nashville teachers to Hadera-Eiron.
The teacher exchanges are just one ele-
ment of Partnership 2Gether (P2G), a proj-
ect of the Jewish Agency for Israel that
aimed at linking regions in Israel with com-
munities in the Jewish Diaspora. The local
P2G program is funded in part by the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee.   

Galitzki, 36, is a grade school

English teacher from Hadera, a city of
about 81,000 located about halfway
between Tel Aviv and Haifa. Hazan, 38,
is a grade school vice principle from
Pardes-Hanna, a smaller community of
about 40,000 northwest of Hadera. Their
visit to Nashville — the first time either
of the two grade school teachers had
been to the United States — marked the
10th year of the teacher exchange
between Nashville and Hadera-Eiron.
Next year, two Tennessee teachers spend
10 days in Israel.   

For Galitzki and Hazan, the trip had a
twofold purpose — to learn about educa-

Miri Galitzki (left) and Vered Hazan pose with some of the fifth and sixth graders they met dur-
ing a visit to Harding Academy

tional practices that they might put to use
when they return to Israel and to join the
effort to build and maintain a partnership
between Jewish educators and students in
Israel and the United States. The two
teachers exchanged contact information
with Nashville educators and expect to
create ongoing relationships that bear fruit
in classrooms on both sides. 

Their initial visits were to a variety
of private schools, and what struck them
was not just the quality of the facilities
but also the fact that private school par-
ents are so involved in providing extra
financial support and other resources to
the schools. This is something they don’t
see much in Israel, where most children
are educated at public schools. The pri-
vate school classes they saw here also
were smaller than those they teach,
which have up to 29 or 30 students.

The two Israeli teachers did see rel-

atively simple and easy ways to improve
their own classrooms. Galitzki was
impressed with what she called the
“atmosphere” of the Nashville class-
rooms they visited, particularly the stu-
dent artwork with which they were dec-
orated. “We spend only about one hour a
week on art, but I would like to do
more,” she said.  

Before returning to Israel, Galitski
and Hazan spent a day at schools in
Chattanooga, visited the Warner Park
Nature Center with naturalist and
Partnership2Gether Chair Rachel Koch,
and observed Saddle Up!, a theraputic
horseback riding program for disabled
children in Franklin.

The two teachers were hosted by
local families during their visit. Galitski
stayed with Grassland Middle School
teacher Ceci Sachs and her husband Ed.
Hazan stayed for the first few days with
Leslie Sax, executive director of the
Gordon Jewish Community Center, and
then with Alina Spaulding, head of
school at Akiva, and her husband Chris.  

And of course their visit wasn’t all
business. Galitski fulfilled a longtime
wish when Ceci and Ed Sachs took her
on a day trip to Memphis to tour
Graceland, the home of Elvis Presley.
She returned to Nashville in time to join
Hazen for a live show at the Grand Ole
Opry. 

“We want to thank the Jewish
Federation of Nashville for this opportu-
nity and the schools and our hosts,”
Galitski said. “Everyone here had made
us feel like family.”

Anyone interested in participating
in future exchanges or hosting visiting
teachers can contact Harriet Schiftan,
Partnership2Gether director, at harri-
et@jewishnashville.org. c

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming
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B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge 
celebrates 150 years of service 

By Charles Bernsen

I
t was 1863, and Nashville was a
captive city under the military gov-
ernorship of future president
Andrew Johnson. As smallpox rav-
aged the city, few households were
untouched by the grief and depriva-

tion caused by the Civil War. Like the rest
of Nashville’s citizenry, its Jewish resi-
dents were divided about whether to sign
a loyalty oath to the union or face arrest.
The Jewish community was further roiled
by a dispute over the customary rules for
the daily prayer service. 

It was in the midst of this tumult,
fractiousness and uncertainty that a
group of local Jews founded B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge #46. According to
the legislative act by which it was creat-
ed, the lodge’s mission was “the promo-
tion of charity and benevolence, the wel-
fare and happiness of the Jewish Family.” 

The lodge has been trying to fulfill
that goal for 150 years, making it the old-
est existing Jewish organization in
Nashville. Its founding predates by five
years the issuance of the charter for
Congregation Ohabai Sholom, known as
the Temple. Although its members split
briefly in the late nineteenth century
over “typical Jewish politics,” they
reunited soon afterward, and the lodge
“has remained one of the most active
lodges in the country,” said Jean
Roseman, a local historian who served as
president of the lodge after B’nai B’rith
began admitting women in the 1990s.

A celebration of the Maimonides
lodge’s milestone anniversary will take
place during the evening service on
Friday, Oct. 25 at Congregation Micah at
2001 Old Hickory Blvd. Allan J. Jacobs,
president of B’nai B’rith International,
will speak at the service, which begins at
7:30 p.m. The Oneg Shabbat that follows
is sponsored by the lodge.

Mike Gryll is a past president and
one of its longest-serving members of the
Maimonides lodge. Like many others, his
membership in B’nai B’rith continues a
family tradition. His father was a member,
and he still remembers when, as a young
man, his cousin invited him to join. 

“It’s been my outlet for serving the
community,” Gryll said. “It’s a very
rewarding, hands-on approach.” 

B’nai B’rith movement was founded
in 1843 by German-Jewish immigrants
to address what they described as “the
deplorable condition of Jews in this, our
newly adopted country.” The Nashville
lodge was one of the earliest in a system
of local fraternal affiliates that now num-
bers in the hundreds in more than 50
countries. Among them is another
Nashville affiliate, the B’nai B’rith
Social Unit founded in 1994 primarily as
a social rather than service organization.  

Like the other early B’nai B’rith
organizations, the Maimonides lodge’s
primary function was to establish an
insurance policy program for its members
that provided burial stipends and living
expenses for their widows and children.
But the B’nai B’rith movement quickly
expanded its services, building a system
of hospitals and care homes and founding
a number of well-known Jewish programs
and institutions that today operate inde-
pendently – Hillel and the B’nai B’rith

Youth Organization (BBYO), for exam-
ple, and the Anti-Defamation League. 

Although they are part of interna-
tional fraternal structure, local B’nai
B’rith affiliates have quite a bit of inde-
pendence, and the social service focus of
the Maimonides Lodge has varied
depending on the circumstances and
needs of the Jewish community. For sev-
eral decades after World War II, for
instance, it ran a program that provided
recreation and entertainment to patients
at the local Veterans Administration
hospital.  In the 1980s and ‘90s, the
lodge sponsored a spiritual support pro-
gram for Jews serving time in Tennessee
prison facilities. 

More recently, the Maimonides
lodge has focused on services for the
blind, including the Mary and Harry
Zimmerman B’nai B’rith Camp, which
provides a three-week camp experience
for visually impaired children from low-
income families. It also sponsors the
annual Braille Challenge, an academic
contest for children at the Tennessee

School for the Blind, and helps fund
Jewish Family Service’s Vision Closet,
which provides low-vision aids to seniors
so they can maintain their independ-
ence. And for 43 years the Maimonides
Lodge and its local Catholic counterpart,
Council 544 of the Knights of
Columbus, have been holding an annual
interfaith social function known as The
Cohens and Kellys.  

The upcoming anniversary is a
somewhat bittersweet occasion for long-
time members of the Maimonides lodge.
A myriad of government and non-prof-
it organizations exist now to address
needs that fraternal service organiza-
tions like B’nai B’rith once did.  And
like those other fraternal service groups,
both religious and secular, the
Maimonides lodge has seen its member-
ship decline even as the average age of
its members climbs. Today the lodge has
about 65 members, Gryll said, about a
third of whom are active. 

“At this point, those of us who are
committed are happy to be getting to the

150th anniversary,” said Roseman.
“What things will be like in 10 years, I
just don’t know.” c

The hall of the old Young Men’s Hebrew Association was the site of this 1946 dinner of the B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge # 46. 

Recent Maimonides lodge presidents (from left): Jean Roseman, Stanley Frank, Eli Roth, Sol
Katz, Irwin Ross, Martin Levy and Michael Gryll. Photo taken in 2008.

A flyer advertising a 1916 Maimonides lodge
event

The 1863 legislative act establishing B’nai
B’rith Maimonides Lodge #46. 
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Young professionals attend Rosh Bash

A
bout 140 young profes-
sionals attended the
annual Rosh Bash last
month at the down-
town Nashville City
Club. 

"It such a swanky affair,” said Sara
Kahan, one of those who attended. “My
friends and I had a wonderful time.”

This is the fourth year for Rosh
Bash, which is organized by NowGen,
which provides opportunities for young
Jewish professional. It is funded by the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.   

Joel Abramson, Community
Engagement Associate with the
Nashville Federation, attributed the
event’s success to its partners Jmingle
and Vanderbilt Hillel, as well as its spon-
sors, Red Spirits & Wine, Hops + Crafts,
and Murray Allen, a board member of
the Nashville City Club.

“The event was our most successful
yet, in large part to the amazing event
committee led by community member
Adi Raz,” Abramson said. For more
information about upcoming NowGen
events visit www.NowGenNashville.org
or email Joel@jewishnashville.org. c

Brian Golson, Ashley Williams, David Rosenblatt, Jessica Forman

Joseph Levy, Tracey Levy, Andrea Falik, Kevin Falik

Rachel Friedman, Danielle Bogart, Isa Dorsky, Julie Rosenthal

Davina Simantob, Elisabeth Brown, Jodie Fornadley, Justine Dombroski, Sara Kahan, Kiran
Kotagal

Jennifer Kahn, Jeremy Wolff, Melissa Peck

Aaron Simon, Ethan Hassenfeld
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Optique
It’s a common experience for those of

a certain age: You’re out at a nice restau-
rant when you open the menu and say to
yourself, “Why can’t I read in dim light
any more?”  

Dr. Michele Sonsino, optometrist
and owner of Optique, can answer that
question,

“If you are having this problem, I can
safely assume you are over the age of 40.
There are four main reasons why mature
eyes have difficulty reading in dim light,”
she said.

Local businesses make your entertaining
and dining experience a time to remember

“As we age, we gradually lose the
ability to focus properly, a condition
called presbyopia that happens to pretty
much everyone. Next, the lens inside the
eye continually adds layers much like an
onion. As the onion becomes thicker,
light has difficulty passing through, and is
commonly called a cataract.  Additionally
as we age, the pupil gradually shrinks in
size, admitting less light. Lastly, changes
in the retina occur with aging, including
the loss of rods and cones and a lower
rebound and recovery of a pigment vital
for vision called rhodopsin.” 

Given this seemingly bleak picture,
what can someone do about this?  Dr.
Sonsino says that there are some simple
precautions you can take to ensure the
best vision well into your golden years.
First, make your prescription for eyeglass-
es or contact lenses is up to date.
Difficulty in dim light is sometimes the
first sign that you need a new prescrip-
tion. Next, have your doctor check for
any signs of cataract.  Last, eat a diet high
in antioxidants, vitamins, and low in fat. 

--Advertiser contribution 

RED Spirits • Wine
RED is more than just the typical

wine and spirits store. RED is truly an
experience – unique, bright, bold, fun. 

RED's mission is to offer you an
impressive selection of the world’s most
refreshing wines, spirits and specialty
beers. RED is all about stress-free shop-
ping. Our expansive walkways are high-
lighted by easy-to-access shelving that is
carefully categorized to enhance our wine
selections paired by grape varietals. Most
of our wines are accompanied by informa-
tional tags that give taste descriptions and
food pairings.

Our spirits department features an
amazing array of the world's most sought
after whiskies, vodkas, tequilas and more. 

Visit our high-gravity specialty beer
department and see the latest discoveries
in this fast-growing part of the industry.
We are proud to offer an ever-expanding

selection of new finds from the most
eclectic small craft brewers from around
the world. Be sure to reach into "RED's
RESERVE," our climate controlled fine
wine cellar and feast your eyes on many of
the most highly prized (and rated) wine
treasures.

While we pride ourselves on our
bright and expansive 10,000-square-foot
store, we are most committed to offering
you friendly and helpful service. We also
bring you the most creative in store enter-
tainment, whether it be our ongoing
series of complimentary tastings and
mixology classes or our monthly free
music series. 

Join us on Facebook or check
out our upcoming events at www.redspir-
its.com, call us at Call (615) 646.1400.
And, of course, come visit us. We’re at the
intersection of U.S. Highway 70S and
Old Hickory Boulevard. 

--Advertiser contribution

DK Ideas
Diane Kimbrough is known for pro-

ducing events with personality. From ini-
tial consult to coordination of the last
detail, DK Ideas will bring excitement to
all your life cycle events.

Specializing in bar and bat mitzvahs,
Diane understands that some clients like
to be very involved in the creative devel-
opment of their event, while others enjoy
the freedom of having an expert on board 

Continued on page 11
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EatAtPortaVia.com

a “slice” of Italian history

NASHVILLE 
21 White Bridge Road

Nashville 
615.356.0001

COOL SPRINGS 
3301 Aspen Grove

Franklin
615.771.7747

2 GREAT LOCATIONS FOR AUTHENTIC TASTE

WWW.BONGOJAVA .COM/GR I N S

LOCATED IN THE SCHULMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE ON VANDERBILT CAMPUS

DK Ideas
produces events

with personality
Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and all your simchas.
From party design and décor to coordination of
the last detail, DK Ideas will create the perfect 
atmosphere - a unique, personal expression that
brings your celebration to life.

DK Ideas…because life is worth celebrating!

DK Ideas   •    615-804-8438
diane@dianekimbrough.com

DK Ideas

“Every last detail was an amazing tribute to Eleanor’s uniqueness 
and love for nature. You captured her very essence over and over again.”

Thank you!,
-Rachel Koch, Congregation Micah

NOW IS THE TIME TO BOOK YOUR 

HOLIDAY PARTIES

Cool Springs
650 Frazier Drive

Franklin, TN 37067
615-778-9950

Next to Thomasville Furniture store

Belle Meade
5109 Harding Road

Nashville, TN 37205
615-353-0809

1/4 Mile past the Belle Meade Plantation

COOL SPRINGS - PARTIES OF 8 TO 85
BELLE MEADE - PARTIES UP TO 20

OPEN FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE COOL SPRINGS 
LOCATION FROM 10:30AM TO 3:00PM 

FOR ALL SPECIAL EVENTS AND PROMOTIONS VISIT WWW.SPERRYS.COM

Wine Spectator
2010 Award of 

Excellence

GIVE THE GIFT THEY WILL APRECIATE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
ONLINE OR AT THE RESTAURANT

Voted Best 
Steakhouse by 
Nashville Scene

Continued from page 10
to manage everything. Diane moves easi-
ly and confidently among them all, creat-
ing the perfect atmosphere and tailoring
each event to individual tastes and needs.

When you’re blessed with a simcha,
Diane is there to help you create a unique,
personal expression that brings your cele-
bration to life. “The greatest service I can
give my clients is the confidence to com-
pletely relax and enjoy this once-in-a-life-
time experience.”

DK Ideas clients say it best:

“There is no way I can possibly
express my appreciation and deep grati-
tude for all you did for me, our daughter
and my entire family. Every last detail was
an amazing tribute to Eleanor’s uniqueness
and love for nature. You captured her very
essence over and over again. Thank you!”

--Rachel Koch

“The first day I met with Diane is the
day that all the stress left my body and all
the fun began!  Diane is AMAZING at
organizing, creating, and making it all
come together perfectly!  My daughter's
Bat Mitzvah was truly a joyful celebration.”

--Victoria Shaw Locknar

--Advertiser contribution

Sperry’s
Sperry’s Restaurant is a timeless

Nashville tradition and award-winning,
family-owned dining destination with
locations in heart of Belle Meade and
Cool Springs. Since 1974 Sperry’s has
impeccably served high-quality food in a
comfortable Old English atmosphere.
Using only the finest ingredients and
products available, including aged, heavi-
ly-marbled beef, the freshest seafood
available, premium cheeses oils and
spices, Sperry’s food is as fresh as it gets. 

Sperry’s Restaurant, known for its
undisputed attention to culinary detail,
Southern hospitality and inviting
ambiance, can accommodate an intimate
dinner for two or help you entertain a
party of 75. 

In addition to being one of the best
steakhouses in Nashville, Sperry’s boasts
an extensive wine list with more than
188 selections as well as a weekly happy
hour that features unbeatable deals on
martinis, wines and spirits and small-
plate food options, fondly called Burton’s
Bites after owner Al Thomas’ grandfa-
ther,  Burton Sperry. 

Must-try menu items at Sperry’s
include delicious beef entrees,
Sperry’s famous salad bar complete 

Continued on page 12

Belle Meade Premium Cigar & Gifts

Nashville, Tennessee

4518 Harding Road

615-297-7963 • Open 7 days a week

Mon.-Sat.: 9 am - 8:30 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 6 pm

Belle Meade Plaza Shopping Center

4518 Harding Road

615-297-7963 • Open 7 days a week

Mon.-Sat.: 9 am - 8:30 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 6 pm

Belle Meade Plaza Shopping Center

Davidoff

Padron

Zino

Litto Gomez

CAO

Tatuaje

Fuente

Cohiba

&

more...

Davidoff

Padron

Zino

Litto Gomez

CAO

Tatuaje

Fuente

Cohiba

&

more...
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Local shops
Continued from page 10
with home-made green goddess dressing
and the bananas foster dessert.

Sperry’s Restaurants are located at
5109 Harding Road just past the Belle
Meade Plantation, and in Cool Springs at
650 Frazier Drive next to Thomasville
Furniture. Go to www.sperrys.com for more
information and to make reservations.

--Advertiser contribution 

Grins
Grins Vegetarian Café, located in the

Schulman Center for Jewish Life at
Vanderbilt University, offers grilled wraps,
warm paninis, inspired green salads, and
daily specials including made-from-
scratch soups, pasta salads, hot vegetable
sides and more.  

The café also bakes an array of vegan
goodies every day, including breakfast pas-
tries, decadent cupcakes, and giant cook-
ies.  Grins proudly serve locally-roasted
organic and fair trade Bongo Java coffee
and Numi organic iced teas. 

Chef Rusty Johnston strives to cre-
ate tasty and inspired creations to please
every palate. The breakfast menu includes
a quiche of the day and the popular
Nutella panini with fresh strawberries and
bananas. The Friday menu includes spe-
cial entrées or pasta specials such as
housemade falafel, Thai green curry, or
spaghetti with veggie meatballs.  

Grins is open Monday-Thursday
from 8 a.m.-9p.m. and on Fridays from
8a.m.-3p.m.  Breakfast is served 8-11 a.m.
The café is closed for Jewish holidays and
Vanderbilt breaks.  Visit Grins’ website at
GrinsCafe.com to see the full menu and
check out the daily specials. You can also
visit Grins on Facebook and Twitter.

--Advertiser contribution

The Tin Angel
The Tin Angel, located  in the heart

of the West End/Vanderbilt neighbor-
hood, has long been a leading force in
Nashville’s vibrant urban restaurant scene.

Opened by Vicki and Rick Bolsom in
1993, Tin Angel is housed in one of the
few historical landmark buildings left on
West End Avenue. The building at 3201
West End has been carefully restored, from
its period tin ceilings to its brick walls,
floors and freestanding fireplace, built from
brick salvaged from old Church Street. 

The cozy ambience is warmed by
antique cafe tables, library chairs and the
walnut bar, built on site from wood that
was locally cut and milled. 

The kitchen features modern
American cuisine with French, Italian
and Latin influences, using local sustain-
able and organic sources whenever possi-
ble. The menus change seasonally and
specials are offered daily along with
weekly prix fixe dinners. The compre-
hensive wine list is designed to comple-
ment the menu.

The Tin Angel’s goal is simply state:
great food and excellent service in a com-
fortable, art-filled environment at reason-
able prices. “If we wouldn't eat it we won't
serve it.”

--Advertiser contribution 

SOVA
In Hebrew, SOVA means "fulfilled

and content," and it’s the best description
of the cooking and philosophy of
owner/chef Kevin Yitzhak Alexandroni.
Born and raised in Israel, with a few child-
hood years spent living in South Africa,
he learned to cook from an early age.

After receiving kosher training,
cooking and catering in Israel, he came to
the U.S. to continue his education at the
Culinary Institute of America in New
York. SOVA catering has been catering
Jewish holidays and celebrations in
Nashville since 2003 and recently
expanded to provide corporate catering
and special event management.
Everything Kevin does is a reflection of
his Jewish background, extensive knowl-
edge of cooking and love of
Mediterranean flavors from Israel.

SOVA understands that its patrons
have lived in many different countries
with numerous ethnic influences. The
items on its menus are only a sample of the
cuisine it can offer, and patrons are invited
to share suggestions or traditional family
recipes. For your upcoming simchat, please
allow the experienced staff at SOVA to
customize a menu specifically for you. 

SOVA Catering offers kosher cuisine
and event coordination that will leave
you feeling content, fulfilling your expec-
tations forany size event ranging from an
intimate Shabbat dinner party to a bar or
bat mitzvah for 500 or more.

--Advertiser contribution 

Temple Gift Shop introduces
new merchandise and services

T
he Temple Gift Shop is
undergoing some exciting
changes as it expands its
hours, adds new vendors
and Judaica designers and
introduces new services,

including gift and bridal registries, free
gift wrapping and deliveries in ZIP codes
37205, 37215 and 37221. 

“We have a Facebook presence now,
posting new merchandise at it comes in

and posting markdowns as they happen,
too,” said spokesperson Martha Nemer.
“We plan to have something for every-
one and every price range.”  The sale
merchandise is marked down 50 to 70
percent, she said.  

The gift shop’s new hours are 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Fridays. It is also open each weekend
during Sunday School. 

The gift shop is holding a
Chanukah Open House on Sunday,
Oct. 27 from 9 a.m. to noon. Dr.
Frank Boehm, Charles Krivcher and
Carol Fratkin, local authors and con-
gregants at The Temple, will discuss
and sign their books. Several other
guest designers, artists and artisans
will be on hand to discuss their work.
A similar event is planned for
Passover in the spring.  c



The Observer  October 2013 13

Discover why Carrington Fox’s Nashville Scene review calls 1808 “a fresh, whimsical approach to high quality cuisine.” Maybe it’s the blend 
of classic American fare with a touch of worldly spice. Or perhaps it’s the familiar taste of Southern favorites flavored with a delightfully  
unexpected twist. Either way, 1808 offers a warm, welcoming place to host a business lunch or enjoy a relaxed dinner with family and friends.
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Belle Meade Plaza
4548 Harding Rd.

Nashville, TN 37205
615-269-3288

bellemeadejewelry.com

GJCC transforms to Blue J Café for Main Event

T
he Gordon Jewish
Community Center will
be transformed into the
Blue J Café on Oct. 26
when it brings in a num-
ber of popular country

performers to headline its annual
fundraiser, the Main Event. 

The “café” will open at 7 p.m. for an
evening of food, drink and music by Fred
Wilhelm, Dylan Altman, Georgia
Middleman and Marylynne and Brad
Stella, the Canadian husband-and-wife
duo known as The Stellas. Making a spe-
cial guest appearance will be the Stellas’
daughers, Lennon and Maisy, who
became a YouTube sensation and won
roles on the ABC television show
“Nashville.”

The minimum donation is $99, with
a special rate of $59 for those attending
the Main Event for the first time.
Admission includes dinner and drinks,
which organizers describe as “southern
fare and booze.”   

Wilhelm’s songs have been recorded
by a number of country music stars,
including Rascal Flatts, Faith Hill, Trace
Adkins, Little Big Town and Randy
Travis.  His songs also appear on CD’s by
critically acclaimed Americana and folk
artists like Mindy Smith, Lori McKenna,
Mary Gauthier and Catie Curtis.  His
song "Little Bit Gypsy" is the new single
recorded by Kellie Pickler that was
released this month. 

Originally from the great state of
New Jersey, Altman has been writing
songs and performing in Nashville for 18
years. He has had two number one songs:
Tim McGraw's "Watch the Wind Blow

By," and more recently Jake Owen's
"Barefoot Blue Jean Night." 

Other artists who have recorded
Dylan's songs include Jason Aldean,
Trace Adkins, Will Hoge, and Gabe
Dixon. He is an avid supporter and vol-
unteer for Musicians On Call, an organi-
zation that provides live music for
patients in area hospitals and he co-
hosts an annual benefit for JDRF
(Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation) with good friend and fre-
quent collaborator, EMI Nashville
recording artist Eric Paslay.

Middleman has had cuts by Kenny
Chesney, Faith Hill, Reba McEntire,
Martina McBride, Joe Nichols and
many others. Her song "I'm In" written
with Radney Foster and recorded by

Keith Urban reached the top of the
charts, and her song "When The Right
One Comes Along" was recently per-
formed by Clare Bowen and Sam
Palladio on the show NASHVILLE.
She is also one third of the band Blue
Sky Riders, which includes her husband
songwriter Gary Burr and superstar
Kenny Loggins.  

The Stellas, who got their start on
the popular television show “Can You
Duet,” recently won a Canadian
Country Music Award for best video for
their song "In This House." In
September they toured as the opening
act for Zac Brown. Their daughters,
Lennon, 14, and Maisy, 7, burst onto the
music scene with their YouTube cover of
"Call Your Girlfriend,” which now has

GJCC exhibit features 10 area artists

T
he works of 10 area artists
will be on display through-
out October in the Janet
Levine March Gallery at
the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. 

The exhibit will include the work of
seven members of the Wild Iris Art
Collective as well as the work of maga-
zine collage artist Charla Steele, stained-
glass artist Diane Blair Goodpasture and
Kim Phillips, whose creations employ the
ancient Jewish folk art of papercutting. 

The Wild Iris group includes curator
and art professor Vicki Jet, who creates
environmentally-inspired mixed media
paintings using stains derived from natu-
ral ingredients; Karen Carter, whose
work layers and re-layers a variety of

media such as torn paper, acrylic paint,
colored pencil, and oil pastel; Merrill
Farnsworth, a songwriter, poet, visual
artist and clinical psychologist whose
paintings are often imbedded with bits of
poetry or stories; Mandy Peitz-Moody,
whose colorful and whimsical painting
are inspired by her husband’s (Matt
Moody) deeply haunting original songs;
Doris Wasserman, who uses two brushes
at a time – one in each hand – to create
her abstract paintings; Pat Halper, who
says sharing her artwork is like “jumping
out of an airplane,” and Arunima Orr,
founder of Art and Soul Studio in
Nashville.

A reception for the artists will be
held from 7-9 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9 in
the gallery. c

THE TEMPLE • 5015 HARDING ROAD • 615-352-7620 • FOLLOW US ON 

THE TEMPLE gift shop

GARY ROSENTHAL

over 20 million views. Their cover of
"Hey Ho" by the Lumineers was a coun-
try hit, and they are now cast members
on ABC’s “Nashville” in which they
Rayna's (Connie Britton) daughters,
Maddie and Daphne.  

The Main Event, which is sponsored
this year by Embassy Dental and
Mapco/Delek USA, directly supports the
operations of the 52-acre GJCC facility
and the programming it offers to the
community year round. It also provides
financial assistance for families and indi-
viduals in need.  

For more information, go to
www.nashvillejcc.org.  The GJCC is in
Westmeade at 801 Percy Warner
Boulevard. For more information, go to
www.nashvillejcc.org. c
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JERUSALEM (JTA) — The reader
opened with a recitation of Psalm 48 fol-
lowed by a contemporary poem before
yielding the floor to five male dancers,
all wearing the standard haredi
Orthodox uniform of black pants and
white button-down shirt. One had bushy
earlocks, but no yarmulke. So began the
inaugural Jerusalem Biennale, a six-week
contemporary art festival that launched
will run through the end of October.

Seeking to combine the best in
Jewish and contemporary art, all of the
pieces on display — from oversize worry
beads bearing words like “Iran” and “mil-
itant Islam” to an installation of a
Shabbat dinner table — share a single
goal: To show that Jewish art reaches far
beyond the kiddush cups and menorahs
available in synagogue gift shops.

“We wanted an event that maps out
what exists today in common between
the contemporary art world and the
Jewish world,” said Ram Ozeri, the
event’s organizer. “I am interested in
where the world of Jewish content
comes out through art. Because it’s a
dominant ingredient in Israeli identity,
it doesn’t make sense that it will have
no expression.”

Exhibiting in five Jerusalem loca-
tions and including works by more than
50 artists, the festival aims to serve as a
proving ground for emerging Jewish
artists and as an opportunity for more
established but still unknown artists to
reach a wide audience. Ozeri is hoping
the debut biennale is the first step in a
recurring and larger undertaking.

Ken Goldman, a Memphis-born
multimedia artist who lives on Kibbutz
Shluchot in northern Israel, said the

work featured by the festival “is not your
grandmother’s challah covers.”

“It’s a chance to get in on the
ground,” said Goldman, 53. “We’re a
very small community of modern artists
dealing with Jewish subjects. It’s a
chance to meet the world, show our stuff.
I want to have one foot here and one
foot there, and be straddling that edge.”

Like many of the works in the festi-
val, Goldman’s piece — a photograph of
his arm with the deep imprint of tefillin
straps along with the biblical quote “You
shall bind them as a sign” — deals
explicitly with religious ritual. Many of
the works in another exhibit, at the
Heichal Shlomo synagogue, explore the
meanings of key phrases in the Torah or
abstract concepts like divine holiness.

“It was fun imagining in my head
what the rabbis would look like,” said
Jessica Deutsch, 22, the youngest artist
featured at the festival.

Deutsch is exhibiting a series of nine
drawings depicting the first two chapters
of the Jewish ethical tract Pirkei Avot.
“In my heart I just consider myself
Jewish,” she said. “Projects in my sketch-
book will reflect what I’m learning.”

The biennale’s best claim to prestige
in the contemporary art world comes
from Tobi Kahn, a well-regarded New
York-based artist who has been featured
in a range of museums over a three-
decade career. For the festival, he con-
tributed “Urah VI,” a Rothko-esque
painting with solid-color squares meant
to evoke the gemstone breastplate of the
ancient Israelite high priest.

Another exhibit features Kahn’s
“Saphyr,” a wooden table with a com-
partmentalized tray holding 49 small

sculptures — an innovative way to count
the Omer, the 49-day period between
Passover and Shavuot.

“The most interesting thing for me in
Judaism is time,” Kahn said. “I’m intrigued
by what time means, the whole Jewish law
of when Shabbat starts. I’m thrilled to be
part of an exhibit that’s opening its doors
to many types of Jewish understanding.”

While the exhibits feature a range of
media and deal with a wide spectrum of
Jewish topics, Ronit Steinberg, a profes-
sor of modern Jewish art at Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design in
Jerusalem, said the festival risks drawing
an exclusively Jewish audience.

“It needs to be marketed so that it

isn’t provincial and closed,” Steinberg
said. “We know that there’s a danger
when you define an exhibit under a cer-
tain religion. We need to persuade peo-
ple to come see this just as art.”

While he understands that the festi-
val will not soon attain the reputation of
famous biennales like those in Venice
and Berlin, Ozeri hopes over time it will
at least become synonymous with the
cutting edge of Jewish art.

“Jerusalem is trying to compete with
New York and Berlin and Liverpool in
Western art, and it can’t really put up a
fight,” Ozeri said. “Jerusalem can become
an art center if it uses its comparative
advantage.” c

Jerusalem festival promotes contemporary Jewish art

Dr. Ruth scores at 9/11 benefit 
NEW YORK -- A-listers such as Billy

Crystal, Jamie Foxx, Julianne Moore and
Jon Hamm attended this year’s Cantor
Fitzgerald and BCG Partners 9/11 Charity
Day. But it was Dr. Ruth Westheimer who
got the biggest laughs.

Her arm in a stylish sling due to a
broken wrist and shoulder, the Jewish sex
maven cracked a sex joke or two at the
benefit, according to the New York Post
gossip page.

“I tripped,”she said. “I didn’t engage in
sex, but I was thinking about it and I fell.”

Dad holds up Winehouse statue
unveiling

Londoners looking forward to the
debut of a life-size statue of Amy
Winehouse are going to have to wait a bit
longer. Plans to unveil the bronze rendi-
tion of the late pop singer last month in
Camden, a town north London, have
been put on hold by her father, Mitch
Winehouse, who apparently didn’t like
artist Scott Eaton’s final design.

The news comes by way of Amy’s
ex, Reg Traviss. “He doesn’t want any-
thing to go up that he’s not complete-
ly satisfied with,” Winehouse’s friend,
Reg Traviss told the British newspaper
Mail. A new unveiling date has not yet
been set.

Natalie Portman wants to be
French citizen

Natalie Portman is dying to become

a citizen of France -- or at least that’s
how everyone is deconstructing a com-
ment she made in the French magazine
Madame Figaro.

“I don’t have the French nationali-
ty, but I would love to get it. But I don’t
know if it’s possible because I already
have an American and an Israeli pass-
port,” said the actress and wife of
Frenchman Benjamin Millepied.
“Perhaps I should add an ‘h’ to my name
to make it sound more French
[Nathalie]?”

The couple is planning to move to
Paris next year.

Honors for Sacha Baron Cohen 
The British Academy of Film and

Television Arts is awarding Sacha Baron
Cohen the Charlie Chaplin Britannia
Award for Excellence in Comedy at its
Los Angeles Britannia Awards on Nov.
9.

It's not the first BAFTA award for
Cohen, who is being recognized for his
contribution to comedic film. The
British-Jewish actor, writer and producer
behind the films “Borat,” “Bruno” and
“The Dictator” raked in a couple more
back in 2000 for “Da Ali G Show.”

You can see Cohen receive his
award when the show airs Nov. 10 on
BBC America. c

6 Degrees (No Bacon) is a regular
roundup of news about Jewish celebrities by
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency

6 DEGREES (NO BACON)

Celebrity Jews in the news

One of the works in Jerusalem Biennale is New York artist Tobi Kahn’s “Saphyr,” a wooden table
with a compartmentalized tray holding 49 small sculptures that can be used to count the
Omer, the 49-day period between Passover and Shavuot.
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Aquatics class mixes it up for health and fun
By Kathy Carlson

L
ittle-known fact:  You don’t
have to get your hair wet to
exercise in the Gordon
Jewish Community Center
indoor pool with Ros
Shainberg and friends.

Ros has been teaching the J’s twice-
weekly arthritis aquatics class for about
16 years. 

“I have severe degenerative arthritis
myself,” she said. “This keeps me going.
That’s what got me started.”  When her
own arthritis-exercise teacher suggested
working out in the water, Shainberg
jumped right in.  Later, she became the
teacher’s successor.  The rest, as they say,
is history.

Every three years Shainberg must be
accredited by the Arthritis Foundation
and she receives CPR certification every

two years.
“There’s a whole book of exercises,”

she said.  “We practice them on each
other – arm, neck, shoulders, we squeeze
the back a little, legs, hips, knees, and
ankles, believe it or not.”

Peggy Faimon has exercised in
Shainberg’s class since 2005.  She has
had knee replacements and her doctor
recommended water exercise.  

“The water feels so good when it
hurts to walk outside,” she said.  “It
makes a big difference in how you get
around.  You get the exercise without
getting the pain.”

“It’s good,” said Stu Ginsberg, who
recently joined the group. “You can do
things in the water that you can’t do on
land.”

The hourlong sessions are good
exercise – low-key and not too strenu-
ous, he said, and people move at their
own pace.  “It has been helpful to me,”
he said. “It makes me feel better.

Exercisers walk down a ramp into
the salt-water pool – there’s no need to
climb up and down ladders. The pool is
shallow enough for people to stand and
keep their heads above water while they
stretch, spin imaginary hula hoops, jump
rope and kick their legs.  “You get in that
water and your body just feels like you
can do anything,” Faimon said. 

“The Arthritis Foundation says (the
water temperature should be) no less
than 83 degrees,” Shainberg said.
“Eighty-three is still on the cool side.  …
Eighty-five is just perfect – it makes the
water delicious.”

The class meets from 10-11 a.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays year-round and
people can join at any time.  There’s a
charge for non-GJCC members. The
number of people in the group varies.

People trade recipes, share jokes,
offer tips on restaurants, but “we never
stop moving, not for the whole hour,”
she said. There’s no wet face and no wet
hair, Shainberg said, and sometimes she
has conducted the class with makeup on.

“I love being with the other people
– we really have a good time,” she said. “I
like meeting new people, I like our
camaraderie. … I actually have lots of
people there who don’t have arthritis.
They don’t want to get it.”

For more information about the
class, contact Shainberg at rosbu-
bie2000@yahoo.com. c

Aquatics class participants start their morning exercise routine at the GJCC, where the
water’s always just right. PHOTO: KATHY CARLSON
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Limor Holocaust Education Conference 
at MTSU features hidden children

T
he 2013 Irvin and
Elizabeth Limor
Holocaust Education
Conference is scheduled
for Tuesday, Oct. 15, and
this year the annual

event for students and educators will
comprise the opening day of a four-day
international academic conference on
the Holocaust and genocide at Middle
Tennessee State University. 

The conference at MTSU will
highlight a six-week focus on Holocaust
studies and education in the Nashville
area that also includes an annual series
of lectures and films at Vanderbilt
University. 

The theme of this year’s Limor con-

ference is so-called “hidden children”
who survived the Holocaust by hiding,
often alone and with non-Jewish pro-
tectors.  A morning session will include
presentations by hidden children Nelly
Toll and John Koenigsberg followed by
a question-and-answer session. The
afternoon session will feature a panel
discussion with hidden children Sonja
DuBois of Knoxville and Frances
Cutler-Hahn of Nashville. 

Toll was born in Lvov, Poland.  As a
child, she was sent to live with a sympa-
thetic Polish family. While in hiding, she
painted 64 watercolors of family, friends,
and children.  Toll’s vivid illustrations
combine fairy-tale figures with pre-war
memories and depict a fantasy world, free-

dom, and child’s play. She is currently an
adjunct professor of Holocaust Studies at
the University of Pennsylvania.  Toll’s
1993 memoir, Behind the Secret
Window, won nine awards and has been
performed in the Netherlands and
throughout the United States. Her paint-
ings hang at the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington and
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. 

Koenigsberg was born in
Amsterdam and spent three years as a
boy hiding from Nazis and living with a
Catholic family in the southern Dutch
province of Limsburg. His grandfather
and many other family members were
killed during the Holocaust. His father
was part of the Dutch resistance.
Koenigsberg will speak about the
Snijckers family, who hid him from the
Nazis, and his work to ensure that they
received the honor of “Righteous
Among Nations” at Yad Vashem. He
lives in Columbus, Ohio, and has raised
three children and five grandchildren. 

Sponsored by the Tennessee
Holocaust Commission, the Limor
conference is aimed at middle and
high school teachers and students.
Educators are encouraged to identify
mature students to accompany them to
the conference. Information on how
teachers and students may register for
the Oct. 15 program is available at
www.tennesseeholocaustcommission.org,
tnholcom@vanderbilt.edu. 

The Limor Conference is being
held in conjunction with MTSU’s bian-
nual Holocaust conference, which this
year is entitled “Global Perspectives on
the Holocaust.”  MTSU officials have

made a special effort this year to provide
sessions that are open to the public and
will appeal to a general audience, not
just academics. 

“I think that when a topic is as
important as the Holocaust, academic
conferences should make provisions for
programs that will appeal to the general
public and to open them without cost to
anyone who would like to attend,” said
Dr. Nancy Rupprecht, co-chair of the
event. “It is especially important to give
people an opportunity to listen to
Holocaust survivors, liberators and wit-
nesses while that is still possible. No
one who listens to Holocaust testimony
remains unchanged.”

Among its featured presenters is
Gerhard L. Weinberg, who escaped
from Nazi Germany as a 10-year-old
child and is recognized world-wide as a
scholar and a distinguished teacher.
“Hitler’s Lost Plan,” a 2005 documen-
tary chronicling  Weinberg’s discovery
in 1958 of Hitler’s second book, the
sequel to Mein Kampf in 1958, was one
of the History Channel’s most watched
program. In 2009 he won the presti-
gious Pritzger Prize for lifetime achieve-
ment in military history.  Aside from a
plenary session presentation on Oct. 17,
Weinberg has agreed to give second free
public lecture at 4 p.m. Oct. 15 at
AdamsPlace at 1927 Memorial Blvd.
entitled “Roosevelt, Truman and the
Holocaust.” 

The full conference schedule,
including events that are free and open
to the public, is available at
http://www.mtsu.edu/holocaust_stud-
ies/conference.php c

Schedule for Vanderbilt Holocaust
Lecture/Film Series

Oct. 2
Film, In Darkness, 7 p.m. 203 Cohen Memorial.

Oct. 9 
Dr. Helmut Smith, “The History of Anti-Semitism in Germany,”
7 p.m. 126 Wilson.

Oct. 17
Dr. Nellie Toll, Behind the Secret Window: A Memoir of Hidden
Children during World War II, 7 p.m., Student Life Center. 

Oct. 22, 
Film, Sometimes in April, 7 p.m., Bishop Joseph Johnson Black
Cultural Center.

Oct. 23
Philip Gourevitch, “The Rwandan Genocide and its Aftermath,”
7 p.m., Bishop Joseph Johnson Black Cultural Center. 

Oct. 29
Film, Refuge: Stories of the Selfhelp Home, 7 p.m., Commons Center
MPR

Nov. 13
Annamaria Orla-Bukowska, “Rethinking Poles and Jews: Trouble
Past, Brighter Future,” 7 p.m., 201 Alumni Hall.

Middle Tennessee State University 
Global Perspectives on the Holocaust 

Oct. 15- 18
The following events are free and open to the public. Registration is
required for other events and sessions. The full conference schedule
is at http://www.mtsu.edu/holocaust_studies/conference.php

Tuesday, Oct. 15: Limor Conference on Holocaust Education
Learning Resources Center, Room 221

• 8-10:15 a.m.: Presentation by “hidden children” Nelly Toll and
John Koenigsberg

• 1- 3 p.m.: Panel Discussion with “hidden children” Sonja DuBois
and Frances Cutler-Hahn.

Wednesday, Oct. 16: Genocide Studies
James Union Building

• 1:10 -1:45 p.m.: MTSU Women’s Chorale: “Songs for Silenced
Voices”

• 1:50-2:45 pm.  “Understanding Gendercide,” Adam Jones,
University of British Columbia

• 3-3:55 p.m. “Teaching Genocide,” a roundtable discussion with
Adam Jones, University of British Columbia; Steven L. Jacobs,
University of Alabama-Tuscaloosa;  Elizabeth Propes, Tennessee
Technical University, and moderator Mark Doyle History,
MTSU.

Thursday, Oct. 17: Holocaust Studies
James Union Building

• 11:20 a.m.-12:20 p.m.: “Eighty years on: The implications of
Hitler’s Seizure of Power for the Holocaust,”  Gerhard L. Weinberg,
University of North Carolina 

Friday, Oct. 18: Holocaust Studies
James Union Building

• 1:30-1:40 p.m.: “Twenty-five years of Holocaust Studies at
MTSU,” Brad Bartel, Provost, MTSU

• 1:40-2:40 p.m.: “You Have Got to Be Taught, You Have Got to
Be Bought: Gender and Political Socialization in the Third
Reich,” Ursula Mahlendorf, University of California-Santa
Barbara

• 2:50-3:50 p.m.: “Dachau, 1945,” a presentation and discussion
featuring Ben Lesser, a survivor of Dachau and Jimmy Gentry of
Franklin, Tn., who helped liberate the camp.

• 4-5 p.m: “Hidden Children of the Holocaust,” a panel discussion
with Sonja DuBois,  Nellie Toll, and Frances Cutler-Hahn,
Nashville, TN
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Tuesday, October 15 
Public event at AdamsPlace, Murfreesboro
AdamsPlace is located at 1927 Memorial Blvd  Murfreesboro, TN

4:00-5:00pm - Public Lecture
Gerhard L. Weinberg, “Roosevelt, Truman, and the Holocaust”

Wednesday, October 16
all events at MTSU, James Union Building

1:10-1:45pm - Musical Program
MTSU Women’s Chorale, “Songs for Silenced Voices”

1:50-2:45pm - Plenary Session
Adam Jones,"Gendercide: the Gender Dimension of 
Mass Violence"

Thursday, October 17
event at MTSU, James Union Building

11:20am-12:20pm - Plenary Session
Gerhard L. Weinberg, “80 Years On: The Implications of Hitler’s
Seizure of Power for the Holocaust”

Friday, October 18
all events at MTSU, James Union Building

1:40-2:40pm - Plenary Session
Ursula Mahlendorf, "You've got to be Taught, You've got to be
Bought: Gender and Political Socialization in the Third Reich"

2:50-3:50pm Survivor/Liberator Presentation and Discussion
Jimmy Gentry and Ben Lesser, “Dachau 1945”              

4:00-5:00pm - Featured Survivor Panel
Frances Cutler-Hahn, Sonja DuBois, and Nellie Toll, “Hidden Children of 
the Holocaust”

FREE AND OPEN 
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
October 15-18, 2013

Middle Tennessee State University
Murfreesboro, Tennessee

For additional information about MTSU’s 
11th International Holocaust Studies 

Conference, including full conference schedule and
speaker biographies, visit  http://www.mtsu.edu/

holocaust_studies/conference.php    

MTSU 
Holocaust

Studies 
Conference
Special Events

See what’s happening in the community. 
Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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TUTOR
Experienced tutor offering help
in all subjects. Call Doug Friedman
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dfriedman318@bellsouth.net.
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strong, patient and sensitive to
Jewish cultural needs. Great
references, over 20 years of
experience, with all types of
patients, RN supervised. call
Jay or Judy at 615-730-5991

in print
A new book co-

edited by Vanderbilt
University professor
Phillip Ackerman-
Lieberman is first and
foremost a work of
scholarship, but it is
also getting a lot of
notice from the gen-
eral public, particular-
ly among dog lovers. 

That’s because A Jew’s Best
Friend? The Image of the Dog
Throughout Jewish History examines
the relationship between Jews and dogs,
from ancient times to the present. While
contributors to the volume represent
cross-cultural perspectives from various
academic disciplines, an important
theme is the tension between domina-
tion and partnership that underpins the
relationships between humans and ani-
mals as well as Jewish societies and the
broader cultures in which they exist.  

Lieberman is an ordained rabbis as
well as an assistant professor of Jewish
studies and law at Vanderbilt. His co-edi-
tor is Rakefet Zalashik, a visiting fellow
in the history department at the
University of Virginia and Württemberg
guest chair in Israel and near Eastern
studies at the University of Heidelberg.
A Jews Best Friend? is published by
Sussex Academic Press and is available
in hardback and paperback as well as in
digital format.

Lieberman said he and Zalashik
began talking about a book about Jews and
dogs almost five years ago when they were
both Dorot assistant professors/faculty fel-
lows at New York University. “We are
both dog lovers, and Caleb, my dog, used
to come with me to the office on Sundays

when I would work,” Lieberman said. 
The public response has been partic-

ularly warm, he said, and the book seems
to have significant non-academic as well
as academic interest. He has made pre-
sentations of A Jew’s Best Friend? at the
Bureau of Jewish Education library in
San Francisco and will present this
month at the Jewish Theological
Seminary, where he was ordained. The
book also has been reviewed extensively
in the popular Jewish press.

One of those reviews was by
Jonathan Kirsch, book review editor for
The Jewish Journal. “A Jew’s Best Friend?
carries the weight and authority of aca-
demic scholarship, but it is wholly user-
friendly and full of fascinating detail,”
Kirsch wrote. The book also maintain a
wry sense of humor, Kirsch added, that is
typified by the conclusion in which the
editors encourage readers to follow the
adage, “Wag more…bark less.”

•

Dr. Fred Goldner spent more than
50 years as practicing physician in
Nashville and faculty member at the
Vanderbilt University School of
Medicine. During much of that time he
collected stories and anecdotes from his
patients, often scribbling them on scraps
of paper that he would tuck into the
pocket of his lab coat. Since retiring,
Goldner has sifted through and compiled
those insights into a self-published book
Practice, Practice Practice: Slices of
Life from a Career in Medicine.  

The anecdotes range from the funny
(the patient who wanted him to help
convince people to move out of
Nashville so that, with fewer listings, the
telephone book could be printed with
larger, easier to read type) to the
poignant (the elderly woman who lis-
tened to Vanderbilt basketball games on
the radio and wrote down every bit of
action on a yellow legal pad so that her
deaf  husband, a rabid Vanderbilt fan,
could follow the action). 

The proceeds from the book will
benefit the Fred Goldner, M.D.
Scholarship that he and his wife,
Martha, established with a contribution
of $100,000. For information about the
scholarship and the book, call (615)
936-0230. c

Phillip Ackerman-
Lieberman

Advertise in 
the Observer

Reach thousands of readers 
in the Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee area 
by taking advantage of 
this cost-effective way 

to reach a loyal 
repeat audience!

Call 
Carrie Mills,

Advertising Manager 

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail 

carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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lifecycles
B’nai mitzvah

Jakob Ross Schaefer will be called
to the Torah as a bar
mitzvah on Oct 5.
Services will be at West
End Synagogue from 9
a.m. to noon. Jakob's is
the son of A.J. Schaefer
and Irene Whitley, the
grandson of Dr. Barrett
and Mary Ellen Schaefer
of Knoxville and Louis
and Nina Shneyderov of Indianapolis,
and the brother of Caroline Whitley.
Jakob is in the seventh grade  at The
Ensworth School, where he is involved in
football, baseball and basketball. He has a
passion for professional and collegiate
athletics and also enjoys music, movies,
favorite television shows and keeping up
with current events. His mitzvah project
is collecting toys for disadvantaged chil-
dren in area orphanage homes.

Kaitlyn Elizabeth (Kat) Stout, the
favorite daughter of
Kevin and Jodi Stout,
will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah
on Oct. 12 at
Congregation Micah.
Kat has an older broth-
er, Jonathan Stout (the
favorite son), and a
beloved dog, Rudi.  Kat
is the granddaughter of
Jerry and Marcia Kopelman of Hallandale
Beach, Florida, and John and Ruth Stout
of Barboursville, West Virginia.  Kat is a
seventh grade honor student at Page
Middle School. In addition to her love
of math and the science, she is active in
drama, singing, and creative writing.
She is well known in the school for her
performing arts.  Outside of school she is
involved in competitive cheer and tum-
bling.  Kat enjoys the outdoors and all it
has to offer, including running, biking
and the occasional fishing trip with her
father. For her mitzvah project, Kat is
helping coach and mentor the Micah
Children’s Choir at the side of Micah’s
Cantorial Soloist Lisa Silver.  Kat chose
this project because of her time in the
Kid’s Choir and her deep love and
appreciation of Terri Simon and Lisa
Silver.  Through this project, Kat
believes she can honor the late Ms.
Simon while extending the blessing
with the new singers. 

Graduates
Hillary Meredith Weissman, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Weissman
of Nashville, received her doctorate of
education with honors from California
State University, Long Beach. Hillary,
who grew up in California, is the English
Department chair and coordinator of
new teachers at Manual Arts Senior
High School in Los Angeles. 

Sympathy 
. . . to the family of Marge W.

Cavalier, who died on Aug. 26. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Ben
Cavalier, and daughter, Debbie Cavalier.
She is survived by her husband and best

friend, Walt Lenard; children, Carolyn
Cavalier Rosenberg and her husband
Sanford Rosenberg, and Cindy Cavalier
and her husband Timothy Trapp, and
grandchildren, Ben and Lisie Rosenberg.
Marge was a loving mother, grandmoth-
er, wife and sister. A graveside service
was held Aug. 29 at The Temple
Cemetery and was followed by a celebra-
tion of Marge's life at her home in
Nashville. In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to The Vanderbilt
Parkinson's Disease Research or
Vanderbilt Heart, both c/o Vanderbilt
University Gift Processing, PMB
407727, 2301 Vanderbilt Place,
Nashville, TN 37235-7727.

. . . to the family of Alfred J. (A.J.)
Levy, 89, who died on Aug. 28. He was
the son of the late Clairee R. Levy and
Alfred Levy, Sr. He  is survived by his
wife, Nancy Payne Levy; his children,
Dana E. Levy-Smith (Zachary), A.J. Levy
III (Isabelle) and John P. Levy, and sever-
al grandchildren. Mr. Levy was a graduate
of Vanderbilt University and an infantry
veteran of World War II. He was award-
ed the Bronze Star and Combat Infantry
Badge. He worked at Levy's, Inc. for 51
years and retired in 1998. During his
business career, he served as president of
the Retail Division of the Nashville
Chamber of Commerce, and also as
chairman of the Tennessee Retail
Federation. He was also a member of the
Downtown Kiwanis Club. A.J. was an
ardent clay target shooter and served
three times as president of the Nashville
Gun Club. During his shooting career, he
won many honors, including the
Tennessee Trapshooting Championship.
Graveside services were held Sept. 1 at
the Temple Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made the Downtown
Kiwanis Club, P. O. Box 22908,
Nashville, TN 37202-2908. 

. . . to the family of Sandee
Liebowitz Schreiber, 74, formerly of
Brunswick, GA, passed away Sept. 6 in
Nashville. Born March 27, 1939 in
Newark, NJ, she was the daughter of the
late Irving and Pearl Adlerstein
Liebowitz. In addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by her husband,
Victor Schreiber. Survivors include her
daughters and sons-in-law, Cindee Gold
(Michael) and Robyn Weiner (Michael);
grandchildren, Ilissa Gold, Benjamin
Gold, Alyson Weiner and David Weiner.
Sandee lived in Brunswick 1959 to 2009
before moving to Nashville in 2009 to be
close to her children. She was a member
of Temple Beth Tefilloh in Brunswick,
past president of the Junior Women's
Club, past president of the Temple
Sisterhood, and past president of the
Brunswick Jaycettes. She was also a mem-
ber of the American Heart Association,
Manna House and the Island Players.
Funeral services were held September 8
at Temple Beth Tefilloh, with Rabbi
Rachael Bregman officiating. Interment
was at Palmetto Cemetery. Pallbearers
were Steven Schreiber, Frank Baker,
John Baker, Kenny Baker, Steven
Liebowitz and Eric Drayer. The family
would like to extend their thanks, espe-
cially to Cumberland Assisted Living,
staff of Clarebridge, and Mrs. Ruth
Mitchell for taking such good care of
their mother. Memorial contributions for
those who wish to do so, may be made to
Abe's Garden Alzheimer's Care and
Research, 618 Church St., Suite 220,
Nashville, TN 37203; or Temple Beth
Tefilloh, 1326 Egmont St., Brunswick,
GA 31520. 

. . . to the family of Sylvia, Kaufman,
90, formerly of Coconut Creek, FL. who
died Sept. 7 in Nashville. She was pre-
ceded in death by her beloved husband
Sidney Kaufman and ssurvived by her
sons, Alan Kaufman of Nashville and
Paul Kaufman (Barbara) of New York
City; grandchildren, Sara Kaufman of
San Francisco, Joshua Kaufman
(Shannyn Sossamon) and Ariana
Kaufman-Tepperman (Joseph) of Los
Angeles, and great grandchild, Mortimer
Avram Sossamon-Kaufman of Los
Angeles. Graveside services were held in
Paramus, NJ.

. . . to the family of  Rita Urquhart,
who died in Nashville on Aug. 31.
Survivors include her daughter, Barbara
(Ken) McDonald of Nashville, and
grandchildren, Liam, Rebecca, Asher
and Gideon McDonald. A private service
was held Sept. 9.

. . . to the family of Dr. Karen A.
Silien, who died on Sept. 12. She was
preceded in death by parents, Marcia F.
and Philip M. Silien; sisters, Enid B.
Klandt, Diane E. Fordyce, and grand-
mother, Dorothy Sherman. Karen is sur-
vived by her brother, Gary Silien; broth-
er-in-law, John Klandt, and two nephews,
Christopher and Jonathan. Karen main-
tained a thriving private practice in
Nashville as a psychologist and founded
Inbodied Living, an organization dedicat-
ed to holistic living. Karen received her
doctorate in counseling and consulting
psychology from the University of
Memphis, a master's degree in counseling
from Pennsylvania State University and
an undergraduate degree in psychology
and American studies from Rutgers. She
was an adjunct professor in human devel-
opment counseling at Vanderbilt
University. Karen was among the pio-
neers in the service-learning and leader-
ship development movements and co-
founded the National Leadership
Symposium in 1990. She was also a
founding member and past president of
the Eating Disorders Coalition of
Tennessee. Among her many passions,
Karen loved learning, traveling, playing
in nature with her dog Jackson, and being
with friends. She adored her nephews,
Christopher and Jonathan. She had a
remarkable gift for connecting and men-
toring people while helping others see
their unique strengths. Active in the
Nashville community, Karen was an
executive board member of The Temple,
a board member of Gilda's Club
Nashville, and the community advisory
board of WPLN. A memorial service was
held Sept. 17 the Temple as well as a
remembrance gathering Sept. 28 at
Gilda's Club Nashville. In lieu of flowers,
please make donations to Gilda's Club
Nashville at www.gildasclubnashville.org
or by mail to Gilda's Club Nashville,
1707 Division Street, Nashville TN
37203. 

. . . to the family of Lewis Alan Kay,
70, of Memphis, who died on Sept. 18
after a long illness.  Lewis was born in
Nashville on April 5, 1943 and spent the
majority of his career as a manager at the
family business, Kay Uniforms. In 1965,

he married the love of his life, Beverly
Roufa Kay and in 1974 moved to
Memphis in order to open a new Kay
Uniforms store.  He was the definition of
a "family man" never missing an opportu-
nity to love, support and encourage all of
his family's journeys and endeavors.
Lewis was a long time member of Beth
Sholom Synagogue in Memphis and
served on its board. He is much loved and
will be greatly missed by not only Beverly
but also his daughters, Shelly (Scott)
Ostrow of Memphis and Heidi (David)
Stokar of Edison, NJ; son, Jeffrey
(Larissa) Kay of Knoxville,  and  grand-
children  Sophie, Isaac, Eli, Sidney,
Benny, Sammy, and Gabe. Donations
may be made to Beth Sholom or a chari-
ty of the donor’s choice. A graveside serv-
ice was held on Sept. 18 at Beth Sholom
Memorial Gardens. 

. .  . the family of Bruce Elliott
Buchman, 58, formerly of Nashville, who
died August 30 in Macon, Georgia. Bruce
was born November 18, 1954 in
Brookhaven, MS and moved to
Nashville at the age of two. He was the
son of Calvin and Libby Spitz Buchman,
who preceded him in death. Survivors are
his daughters, Hannah and Katherine
Buchman of Macon, Georgia and Calin
Oliverio of Raleigh, North Carolina, sib-
lings Edward Buchman of Denver,
Colorado and Linda Bernstein of Tampa,
Florida, as well as his niece and nephew
Stephanie and Asher Bernstein, of
Washington, DC, and Tampa, Florida,
respectively. Bruce attended Nashville
Tech and Auburn University where he
graduated with a degree in Construction
Engineering. Throughout his career, he
managed construction sites in Leesburg,
Louisiana, Williamsburg, Virginia and in
Nashville on the Opryland Hotel, the
Vanderbilt Plaza, and the Bell South
Tower. His greatest pleasures were in
studying Judaism, reading silly science
fiction novels, cooking, and any sort of
wood-working projects. He was a loyal
son, a loving brother, and a proud and
passionate father. A memorial service
will be held at Edwin Warner Park,
Shelter #5, on Sunday, October 13, 2013
at 10am. Memorial donations may be
made to the Calvin A. Buchman Social
Action Fund at the Temple. 

In Remembrance
The unveiling of the headstone for

Sylvia Manas will take place at 12:30
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13 at at Congregation
Sherith Israel’s Cemetery (KKSI) at 2111
15th Ave. North. She was the mother of
Robert (Cindy) and Zvi (Diane) Manas. 

The Observer welcomes submissions to
the Life Cycles column. Email submissions as
a Word document to Editor Charles Bernsen
at charles@jewishnashville.org. Photos should
be attached to the same e-mail as jpeg files.
Submissions sent via regular mail should be
addressed to The Jewish Observer of
Nashville, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite
101, Nashville, TN, 37205. To ensure pub-
lication, submissions should arrive by the
15th of the month prior to publication. 

Jakob Ross
Schaefer 

Kaitlyn
Elizabeth (Kat)

Stout
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around the town

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.

Sherith Israel gets
new rabbinic 
outreach professional

Evan Rosenzweig is the new rab-
binic outreach profes-
sional at Congregation
Sherith Israel.

Rosenzweig and his
wife, Elizabeth, moved
to Nashville last month
from New York City,
where he earned a mas-
ters degree Jewish edu-
cation at Yeshiva
University and began studying for his
rabbinic ordination. Rosenzweig is not
new to the South, however, having been
born and raised in Charleston SC. In
addition to his duties at The Shul, where
his outreach will be aimed particularly at
teens, Rosenzweig is on the Jewish stud-
ies faculty at the Akiva School. 

“I truly love learning Torah and
exploring the depths of the great texts of
our tradition. My hope is to share some
of the joy that I find in learning with all
those who wish to come along for the
journey,” Rosenzweig said. 

To that end, he will be teaching a
series of classes entitled “Exploring the
World of the Sages of the Talmud,”
focusing on the ethical teachings in the
aggadic (non-legal) portions of the
ancient rabbinic texts. Classes will be at
7:30 p.m. on Thursdays at Sherith Israel.
The first class is Oct. 3.

Temple members to
take day trip to
Murfreesboro mosque

Rabbi Mark Schiftan made an unusu-
al request of his congregants at The
Temple during his Yom Kippur sermon.
He invited them to accompany him on a
visit to a mosque. 

Members of The Temple will board
buses on Sunday, Oct. 27 for a day trip
to the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro,
which opened in August despite years of
protests, court action and occasional

violence. The trip is not simply to learn
more about a different faith tradition,
Schiftan said. Because they historically
have been the target of suspicion and
hate, Jews have an obligation to show
solidarity with those who are similarly
targeted because of their faith. 

“This is why I’m inviting you to
join me on a journey to the
Murfreesboro mosque: Because in a dif-
ferent time, but in this very place, even
here, in America, and right here, in
places in the South, like Atlanta and
Nashville, it was we who were not
always welcomed by our neighbors.”
Schiftan told his congregants. “Our
faith made those of other, more domi-
nant faiths uncomfortable. Our very
presence and practices, made others sus-
picious of our motives. There were
threats of intimidation; ugly incidents
of hate inspired graffiti placed upon the
walls of our sanctuaries to frighten us,
and the attempts and actual detona-
tions of bombs designed to destroy us
and to silence us.”

Ossama Bahloul, the Murfreesboro
center’s imam, said, “I met Rabbi Schiftan
and I invited him to visit. I think it will be
good for our two communities to get to
know each other. We are neighbors.” 

Jewish Family Service
Offers Stress
Management Support
Group for Teens 

Jewish Family Service is offering a
stress management support group for
teens grades 7- 9 starting October 1. 

The group is designed to provide a
safe place to discuss and process thoughts
and feelings about the challenges of peer
and family relationships, school and life
transitions of all kinds. 

Participants will learn good com-
munication techniques and positive
coping skills to help manage the stress
in their lives. The group will meet from
4-5:30 p.m. to 5:30 each Tuesday for four
weeks at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. Contact Teri Sogol, LCSW at
354-1662 to register.

Congregation Micah
to discuss family
trip to Israel

Congregation Micah is holding an
informational meeting at 12:30 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 20 at the synagogue to dis-
cuss its planned family trip to Israel next
summer. The trip, which will be led by
Rabbis Flip and Laurie Rice, is scheduled
for June 22-July 2. 

Camp Barney
Medintz sets open
house in Nashville

Camp Barney Medintz, a residential
summer camp run by the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta, will pres-
ent its annual musical slide production
and dessert reception in Nashville at 7
p.m. on Monday, November 4th, at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center.
Camp director Jim Mittenthal will meet
with new and returning families, answer
questions about next summer’s camp sea-
son and provide registration applications.

Camp Barney is located in the north
Georgia Blue Ridge mountains on more
than 500 wooded acres surrounding two
lakes just 75 miles NE of Atlanta. In addi-
tion to general camp activities such as
athletics, water sports, hiking, camping,
arts and crafts, Camp Barney Medintz
provides opportunities for horseback rid-
ing, theatre, music, Israeli culture, dance,
radio, video, camper cooking classes,
mountain biking, rock climbing. Specific
age groups will also enjoy fencing, karate,
ceramics and scuba diving.

Inquiries about the 2014 summer
season are again exceeding previous
years and each of the two- and four-week
sessions is likely to fill to capacity rapid-
ly. For more information about Camp
Barney programs or staff opportunities
call the camp’s office in Atlanta at (770)
395-2554 or its local representatives
Rabbi Laurie Rice at (615) 377-9799 or
Christina Evans at (615) 948-0919.

IDF Support Group
Expands into
Tennessee

The Friends of the IDF (FIDF) is
expanding its Georgia chapter to include
Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, North
Carolina and South Carolina. Under the
leadership of recently appointed
Executive Director Seth Baron, the new
FIDF Southeast Region chapter will con-

tinue its efforts to raise awareness and
support for the those who have or are
serving in the Israel Defense Forces. 

FIDF was established as a not-for-
profit organization in 1981 by a group of
Holocaust survivors with the mission of
supporting educational, social, cultural,
and recreational programs and facilities for
IDF soliders. The organization also offers
services to the families of fallen soldiers.

FIDF operates through 15 chapters
around the United States and Panama.
Among its services are IMPACT!, which
last year granted academic scholarships to
3,400 combat soldiers. Its Legacy Progam
brought 80 children who have lost a loved
one in action on a b’nai mitzvah trip to the
United States, hosted about 700 widows at
special centers in Israel, and funded work-
shops for nearly 1,000 bereaved siblings. It
also provides financial assistance and holi-
day gift-vouchers to over 8,000 soldiers 

The FIDF Southeast Region supports
these programs and will also participate in
a newly launched initiative that combines
many FIDF programs called “Adopt a
Brigade.” Through the “Adopt a Brigade”
initiative, the FIDF Southeast Region will
provide support for thousands of soldiers
serving in the Combat Intelligence Corps
through an array of wellbeing and recre-
ational activities, as well as assistance to
Lone Soldiers in the corps’ various units.  

For more information, visit:
www.fidf.org.

Nashville Celebrates
Israel! set for Oct. 27

The second annual Nashville
Celebrates Israel! event will be held on
Sunday, Oct. 27 at The Factory at
Franklin’s Liberty Hall, 230 Franklin Road,
Franklin, TN.  The free program begins at
6 p.m. and doors open at 5:30 p.m.

The event is sponsored by Eagles’
Wings, a Christian group based in Buffalo,
NY that supports and promotes the safety
and security of the Jewish state and the
Jewish people by training college-age stu-
dents to become Israel advocates through
seminar and experiential programming.

The October 27 program will
include a variety of interfaith speakers
and features Eagles’ Wings leader Robert
Stearns.  He will be joined by Israel’s
Counsel General to Southeast, Ofer
Aviran, and Mark S. Freedman, execu-
tive director of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. The
Akiva School choral group, Sababa, will
perform at the program, leading event
participants in the singing of Israel’s
national anthem, Hatikvah.

Compiled from staff reports

Evan
Rosenzweig
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
2000 Glen Echo Rd., Suite 113

Nashville, TN 37215
Ph. 615-371-2467 x3 • Mobile 615-300-6640

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

Advertise in our
Professional 

Services 
Directory

Reach thousands 
of readers in the 

Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee area 
by taking advantage of 
this cost-effective way 

to reach a loyal 
repeat audience!

Call 
Carrie Mills,

Advertising Manager 
to 

Place Your
Professional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail

carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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