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T
he entire Nashville
Jewish community is
invited to participate in
the Global Day of
Jewish Learning on
Sunday, Nov. 18, at the

Akiva School from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The program is presented by the
Jewish Federation and Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee in cooperation with a host
of local Jewish agencies, organizations
and congregations.

The Global Day provides an
opportunity to study Jewish texts
while learning with distinguished
Jewish scholars and educators.
Nashville’s Global Day will be keynot-
ed by Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield, a promi-
nent scholar from the Pardes Institute
of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. His
appearance in made possible through
the generous sponsorship of Libby and
Moshe Werthan. 

Rabbi Hirschfield will lead a gen-
eral session in the morning on Jewish
concepts of blessings and gratitude,
which is the theme for this year’s
Global Day. Drawing from sources in
the Torah and the Talmud, Rabbi
Hirschfield will explore the centrality
of gratitude in our everyday lives.  

Following a communal luncheon

Think globally, learn locally at
Global Day of Jewish Learning

Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield earned a master's degree in medieval and modern Jewish
thought at Harvard University and teaches Talmud at Pardes.

program, Global Day participants will
have the opportunity to select from
among several afternoon sessions that
will be taught by Rabbi Hirschfield,
local rabbis and clergy and other local
Jewish educators. 

Afternoon session topics will
include “Finding God, Finding
Gratitude: How to Appreciate our
Everyday Lives,” “Gratitude and

Birkhat HaMazon,” “Is There a
Recipe for Prayer? A Lesson in
Picking the Perfect Words,” “Blessing
the Bad: How Do We Relate to Bad
Things?”, “Celebrating Differences:
An Artistic Interpretation of Blessing
Those Who are Unique,” and
“Exploring Blessings: A Look at Some
of Our More Creative Blessings.”

Continued on page 12

Chabad dedicates Nashville’s modern new mikvah
with a lecture on ‘The Sensual and the Sacred’

C
habad of Nashville
invites the Jewish
community to the
dedication ceremony
and grand opening of
its newly built mikvah

(immersion pool), on Sunday, Oct. 21,
at 5 p.m., with featured guest speaker
Miriam Lipskier, on “The Sensual and
the Sacred.”  The recently completed
Mikvah Mei Chaya has been built
exclusively for the Mitzvah of Taharat
Hamispacha – Family Purity.

The word “mikvah” means “a
gathering of water,” natural water.
Unlike an ordinary tub or pool, com-
plex laws and specifications govern a
mikvah’s construction. The primary
uses of a mikvah cover many elements
of Jewish life, but the most significant
usage of mikvah today is by brides and
married women practicing Taharat
Hamishpacha, the Jewish laws of fam-
ily purity.

“The mikvah lies at the heart of
the beauty and spirituality of the mar-
ital relationship, endowing it with a
charming dimension of sanctity and

love,” said Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of
Chabad of Nashville. “For thousands
of years, it has been Judaism’s secret
to harmonious marital living and
Jewish survival.”

The new Mikvah Chaya is dedi-
cated in loving memory of Rebbitzen

Chaya Mushka Schneerson, the wife
of the Rebbe of blessed memory, and
was built with the needs of the local
Jewish community in mind.  It offers
women the opportunity for a deeply
moving, spiritual experience, a spa for 

Continued on page 4

The Mikvah Chaya will be dedicated on Sunday, Oct. 21.

T
he mound of Jezreel sits in the fer-
tile plains by majestic Mt. Tabor
in Israel.  Excavations have
recently resumed at Jezreel, and
on Monday, Nov. 5, the project’s
co-director will present a sympo-

sium at the Parthenon on the latest discoveries. 
Dr. Norma Franklin’s presentation will

begin at 7 p.m., with a reception following.
Her lecture will highlight the key economic
and military roles that Jezreel has played
throughout the centuries.

Franklin, a field archeologist, is affiliated
with the Zinman Institute of Archaeology,
University of Haifa and holds a Ph.D. in Near
Eastern archaeology from Tel Aviv University.

Admission is free but reservations are
required and can be made by calling 862-8431.
The Conservancy for the Parthenon and
Centennial Park are co-sponsoring the presen-
tation along with several departments within
Vanderbilt University, the Archaeological
Institute of America, and Vanderbilt Holiday
Inn.  The Conservancy is a private nonprofit
whose mission is to strengthen and preserve the
Parthenon and Centennial Park, in partnership
with Metro Parks and Nashville’s citizens. c

Learn about latest
archeological finds
at Jezreel
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I
n a country where we cherish the
right to make our own decisions,
why have so few of us exercised
this right when it comes to deci-
sions and preferences for end-of-
life care? If you are unable speak

for yourself, does your family know what
is most important to you? 

On Monday, Oct. 29, The Gift
Initiative of Alive Hospice will host a
program for the Jewish community titled
“Conversations about End-of-Life
Care.”  Attendees will hear from and be
able to ask questions of a panel of
experts about options for care and how
to protect loved ones through conversa-
tion long before an illness or crisis. 

Many people think that because
they are young and/or healthy, this is not
something that needs to be addressed
now.  These conversations are never easy,
but families find that once the subject is
brought out into the open, it comes as a
great relief. The conversation can be
started with a statement as simple as, “It
worries me that we’ve never talked about
this before. I’d feel better if we did.” 

Donna Eskind attended The Gift
Initiative program earlier this year. “I
learned how important it is for me to
share what I want at the end of my life,”
she said.  “If I can no longer make deci-
sions for myself, it will take a huge burden
off my family to know what my wishes are.
It can mean the difference between a
peaceful death and a very difficult one.” 

Program participant Lisa Shmerling
said, “The discussion I attended was both
timely and worthwhile. I especially appre-
ciated the directness with which the
panel addressed the critically important
issues of advance planning. As tough a
subject matter as it is, I was grateful to
learn firsthand the best ways to let my
wishes be known, up front and head on.”

“When I attended a Gift Initiative
program recently, I knew instantly that I
wanted to help bring it to the Jewish
community,” said Nancy Richardson,
director of programming at The Temple.
“Its very foundation of open conversa-
tion and planning among our loved ones
for the inevitable passing that we all will
face in our time reflects our Jewish val-
ues. This is an opportunity for Judaism
to inform and guide us toward the
important conversation about one of the
most sacred and meaningful events in
one’s life.” 

The panel for the October 29 pro-
gram will include:

• Mohana Karlekar, M.D., medical
director, palliative care, Vanderbilt
University Medical Center

• Rabbi Shana Mackler, associate
rabbi, The Temple

• Kate Payne, R.N., J.D., medical
ethicist

• John Shuster, M.D., chief medical
officer, Alive Hospice

• Frank Boehm, M.D., moderator

“Death happens only once, and every-
one experiences it,” Dr. Michael
Richardson, an anesthesiologist at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center,
said.  “Yet people rarely prepare in advance,
despite ample opportunity and readily
available information. Contrast this with
the months of detailed planning for child-
birth, b’nai mitzvah, and weddings.

“Preparing well can make the dif-
ference between a comfortable, peace-
ful, and dignified passing, and a tragic
sequence of events inconsistent with

Alive Hospice hosts program at GJCC
on talking about end-of-life care

Conversations about end-of-life care
Date: October 29
Place: Gordon Jewish Community Center
Time: 5:30-6 p.m. – Refreshments

6-7:30 p.m. – Program; starts promptly at 6 p.m.

RSVP at giftinitiative@aol.com or call 429-5810

the individual’s values, intensifying
the anguish of surviving loved ones.
When we don’t get this right, there is
no going back. 

“Learning about the process of
decline and death, and about resources
available to ease pain and enhance com-
fort, is vital to ensuring that we contin-
ue to live well until we are no longer liv-
ing,” he said. “Accurate knowledge
helps to remove the fear and confusion
that often paralyze family members and
create barriers to deep connection dur-
ing one’s last days. I cannot say enough
about how important this program is.”

When asked, most people say they
hope to spend the end of their lives at
home, free of pain and in the company
of the people they love.  Without
advance planning, this is not likely to
happen.  Taking time to have these con-
versations, long before a crisis, may be
one of the most important gifts you can
give to those you love. c

Mohana Karlekar, M.D. Rabbi Shana Mackler Kate Payne, R.N., J.D. John Shuster, M.D., Frank Boehm, M.D.
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T
he 2012 Nashville Jewish
Film Festival runs from
Nov. 7-15 and features 14
films, guest speakers, three
screening venues and
music to open and close

the event.
This year’s lineup includes award-

winning features and documentaries
and offers something for everyone in
the family.

Opening night, Wednesday, Nov.
7, begins at Cabana Restaurant in
Hillsboro Village at 5:30 p.m., with a
cocktail supper and entertainment by
the Metropolitan Klezmer Band.  

Immediately afterward, participants
and band will go to the Belcourt Theatre
for the 7:30 p.m. screening of “Hava
Nagila (The Movie),” a documentary
that tells the story of the song people
think they know. Producer/director
Roberta Grossman will attend. 

There are two screenings on
Thursday, Nov. 8.  At 12:30 p.m. at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center,
“Tony Curtis: Driven to Stardom” will
be shown.  It covers the life of Bernard
Schwartz, and how his dreams and deter-
mination turned him into a Hollywood
icon. Then at 7 p.m. at the Belcourt, the
award-winning feature film “Gei Oni”
will be shown.  Based on the novel by
Shulamit Lapid, this love story focuses
on the Jewish dream to rebuild the land
of Zion.

Saturday evening, Nov. 10, brings a
double feature. At 7 p.m., “The Day I
Saw Your Heart” will be screened. It’s a
French “dramedy” about father-daughter
relationships starring Melanie Laurent
(“Inglourious Basterds”).

“This is Sodom” will be shown at
9:30 p.m. Somewhere between Monty
Python and Mel Brooks, the comedy
deals with the Sodomites as they are
being punished for their sins.

The NJFF’s free screening for reli-
gious school students in grades 6-12
takes place on Sunday, Nov. 11 at 9 a.m.
The film, “David,” tells about a lonely
Muslim boy growing up in Brooklyn who
is drawn into the world of Orthodox
Judaism. A group discussion will follow.
Parents, teachers and the entire commu-
nity are welcome to the screening. 

At the same time at the GJCC,
“Shalom Sesame,” a program for young
children shown in cooperation with the
PJ Library, will be shown in the Senior
Lounge. Parents may drop off their young
children for this free event and come
enjoy the religious school screening.

Sunday, Nov. 11 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Belcourt, NJFF presents “Berlin ’36,”
based on the true story of Jewish high
jumper Gretel Bergmann and the 1936
Olympics.

Screening on Sunday evening, Nov.
11, at 7 p.m. is a film celebrating memo-
ries and tradition, “In Heaven

Underground: The Wiessensee Jewish
Cemetery.” This largest active burial
ground in Europe has been unharmed and
in continuous operation under Jewish
authority, even during the Nazi regime.

Monday, Nov. 12, at 11:30 a.m.
brings the Monday Matinee Box Lunch,
this year catered by Jason’s Deli, to the
Belcourt.  The matinee starts at 12:15
p.m. with a short documentary, “The
Cake Lady,” the story of Fay Tenenbaum,
whose sense of humor and love for baking
help her with life’s transitions.  Special
guests include Fay Tenenbaum herself and
the film’s director, Nashville native Adam
Hirsch.  The documentary “Dressing
America: Tales from the Garment
Center” follows.  It pays tribute to the
Jewish immigrant roots of the garment
industry.  Special guest Howard Stringer
will introduce the film.

Monday, Nov. 12, at 7 p.m.,
“Brothers” tackles the issue of

whether Orthodox yeshiva students
should be compelled to serve in the
Israeli army.” Special guest Rabbi
Phillip Lieberman of Vanderbilt
University will lead a discussion.

“Portrait of Wally” highlights the
struggle of determining the ownership of
an artwork by Egon Schiele that was
stolen from a Jewish art dealer fleeing
Vienna for her life in 1939.  The docu-
mentary will be shown on Tuesday, Nov.
13 at 7 p.m.  Dr. Susan Edwards, CEO of
the Frist Center for the Visual Arts, will
introduce the film.

Wednesday, Nov. 14, at 7 p.m., the
film “Little Rose” will be shown both at
the Belcourt at the NJFF’s newest venue,
the recently renovated Franklin Theatre.
This film, inspired by a true story, deals
with the unrest in 1968 Poland and the
attempt by a secret policeman to incrim-
inate a dissident writer.  Vanderbilt pro-
fessors will introduce the film at both

locations, with Alex Spektor, Andrew
Mellon Visiting Assistant Professor at
the Belcourt and Konstantin
Kustanovich, Associate Professor of
Russian, in Franklin.

Thursday, Nov. 15, at 5:30 p.m. is
the NJFF Closing Night Supper and
Song at Pancake Pantry catered by
Cabana Restaurant. Morgan Karr will
perform the music of songwriter Doc
Pomus, followed by the 7 p.m. screening
of “AKA Doc Pomus.” The documen-
tary tells the story of a young Jewish boy
who became one of the founders of rock
’n’ roll in the late 1950s and 1960s. Special
guests David Preston of BMI Nashville and
singer/songwriter/author/actress Marshall
Chapman will be in attendance. 

For more information, go to
www.nashvillejff.com or contact Fran
Brumlik at (615) 356-7170, extension
228, or nashvillejewishfilmfest@
gmail.com. c

2012 Nashville Jewish Film Festival starts and ends with music
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By Hadar Moskovitz
Community Shlicha

L
ast week, while I was cele-
brating the High Holidays
here in Nashville, I was
thinking where I
was exactly one
year ago during the

same time. My strongest memo-
ry from last year is the day that
Gilad Shalit was released from
Hamas captivity.

Gilad Shalit is an Israeli
soldier of the Israel Defense
Forces who was abducted inside
Israel by Hamas near the Israeli
border with Gaza on June 25, 2006. The
Hamas militants held him for over five
years, until his release on October 18,
2011 as part of a prisoner exchange deal.
Israel released 1,027 prisoners in
exchange for Gilad Shalit.

The release day of Gilad marked five
years of extensive struggle, active cam-
paigning and petitions for his safe return.
Many activists dedicated their lives to
bring back the kidnapped soldier, and
other hundreds of thousands of people
joined them, expressing their support to
bring Gilad back. 

Shalit’s family set up a protest tent
in Jerusalem demanding his return. A
protest group called  “Army of friends of
Gilad” was created to support the release
effort. In order to increase the public
pressure, in March 2010 there was
another campaign in which a picture of
Shalit was changed to the face of the
missing navigator Ron Arad. The cam-
paign marked the fact that as more time
passed, the fate of Gilad may have
become the same fate of Ron Arad, who
never returned from captivity. In April
2010, thousands wore white, to identify

with the struggle. The Shalit family and
thousands of people marched from
Mitzpe Hila, Gilad’s hometown, to the
Prime Minister’s house in Jerusalem.

I took part in the struggle and
believed that even with the small action

I took, I expressed my support
and contributed to the struggle.
I hoped that if every person in
the country did that, together
we would bring the release of
Gilad. I participated in the
protest tent in Jerusalem and a
demonstration calling for the
release of Gilad.

Luckily, Gilad returned
safely back home. But unfortu-

nately the struggle with our enemies
continues.

The process of protest and support
that Israelis took on prior to the release
of Gilad shows the power with which
we, the people of Israel, stand shoulder
to shoulder in times of crisis. Gilad

Shalit is only one example of many, for
the sense of unity that connects us, the
people of Israel.

A key factor that unites all Israelis is
army service. When we become 18, we
don’t have the privilege to choose what
to do with our lives. As residents of the
State of Israel we are committed to join
the army and defend our country. Each
one of us can find a role appropriate to
his or her skills and abilities. Going to
the army is a revolution in our lives.

Before our service we live as free cit-
izens who can do whatever we want, and
then we move to a system of commands
and orders that must be fulfilled. We
leave our private lives and must adapt to
a life shared with other people from
diverse backgrounds, 24 hours a day.
Even with all those adjustments and
more, army service is a very meaningful
and powerful experience.

Because of my February birthdate, I
was among the first of my friends to be

recruited. At the age of 18 I wore a uni-
form, got a weapon and spent long days
sleeping in a tent, away from home. I
served in one of the biggest IDF training
bases as an instructor and a Hummer
driver for the IDF training. In the
advanced phase of my service I went for
officers training and I returned to my
original base to be a commander for 50
soldiers. I extended my military service
for nine months due to the desire to con-
tribute to my country. 

As a soldier and officer in the IDF, as
an Israeli citizen, and as part of a big fam-
ily in Israel, it’s important for me to
know that my state, Israel, will do every-
thing to ensure the safety of her soldiers.
The country needs to promise that each
one of her sons and daughters will be
able to sit in the Sukkah with their fam-
ily and the people of Israel. And so the
passage from Jeremiah 31:17 will be ful-
filled: “Your sons shall return to their
own land.” c

Marking the High Holidays while recalling Gilad Shalit’s release

Hadar Moskovitz

Continued from page 1
the body as well as the soul. The facility
includes a reception room, two prepara-
tion rooms, and a uniquely designed
women’s mikvah that offers both a tran-
quil and spiritual setting.

“It is with awe that the mikvah
stands now absolutely complete. It is
thanks to the tremendous effort and skill
of the various contractors and designers,
and with the help of our generous donors
including Boaz and Tali Ramon,
MikvahUSA, Judy Kilgore, and Fred and
Karen Yazdian, that we are now finally
finished,” said Mrs. Esther Tiechtel, who
oversaw the project.

The celebration will begin with
Mrs. Lipskier’s presentation, which will
be a frank discussion for couples and
singles alike.  She will speak about how
the spa-like experience of the Mikvah
can become the most refreshing anti-
dote to boredom and monotony within
marriage. In recent times, this ancient
cornerstone of Jewish family life has
been recommended by many psycholo-
gists and marriage therapists to deal
with the frustrations that accompany
marriage. This most inspiring lecture
will help you gain a deeper understand-
ing of this integral Mitzvah and its rele-
vance to you, today.

The new mikvah stands in the east
wing of the new Chabad Center, located
on the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life,
and is open by appointment only to
Jewish women.

The community is welcome to the
Mikvah dedication on Sunday, Oct. 21,
at 5 p.m.  Making reservations will be
greatly appreciated.  To RSVP or for
more information, please email chabad-
nashville@gmail.com or call (615) 646-
5750.  Guests at the grand dedication
will participate in a Mikvah tour and
affixing mezuzas on the doors.  There
will be a dessert reception catered by
Goldie Shepard. c

Chabad dedicates new mikvah

Miriam Lipskier 

Akiva hosts coffee for prospective parents

E
xperience a taste of Akiva
School at a Prospective
Parent Coffee on Tuesday,
Oct. 16, from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Guest speaker will be Scott
O’Neal, an Akiva graduate

and director of athletics at Montgomery
Bell Academy. The morning will be a
great way to see the classrooms in action,
teachers engaging their students.  Meet
our new head of school, Alina Spaulding,
and hear from her as well as many of our
students as they share why they have cho-
sen Akiva School.

Akiva, situated on the Gordon
Jewish Community Center campus, is a
high performing K-6 academic institu-
tion and a leader among Jewish Day
Schools in the South. Students learn,
grow, and engage in new and exciting
experiences every day.  They are engaged
in critical thinking, and parents are
enthusiastic about teachers appreciate
the nurturing, loving nature of the entire
school culture.

“We knew this was an ideal educa-
tion for our daughter during the first five
minutes as we toured Akiva School,”
said Michael and Vida Sobie, who have

newly joined the Akiva community.
“We love that Akiva offers a rigorous
dual curriculum in a very warm and nur-
turing environment.  

In addition to an excellent secular
academic program, all of our K-6 classes
have a second curriculum in Hebrew
and Judaic studies. Of the many stu-
dents that entered Akiva School this
year, a majority were from new families.
Akiva is fortunate to attract a diverse,
trans-denominational student body.
One thing that every student, teacher
and family at Akiva shares in common
is the commitment to Akiva’s mission:
At Akiva, we pursue excellence, foster
critical inquiry, and inspire informed
Jewish living.

Last spring, the number of applica-

tions to the 2012-2013 kindergarten
class exceeded expectations, necessitat-
ing the opening of a second kinder-
garten class. Leading the charge are
teachers Katie Heinzen, Jessica Farmer
and soon-to-return kindergarten teacher
Magan Hamilton. 

“Already, we are very impressed
with our daughter’s growth, love for
learning and confidence she gains each
day at Akiva,” the Sobies said. “She
loves Akiva and has made many friends,
not just in kindergarten, but with older
students as well.  Akiva is the prime
example of community and the best-kept
secret in Nashville.” 

Questions? Contact Christina Evans,
director of admissions, at 615-356-1880
or cevans@akivanashville.net. c
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Admission Preview Day 
Sunday, October 28 @ 4 p.m.

4001 HARDING ROAD • NASHVILLE, TN 37205 • 615-369-5316
WWW.MONTGOMERYBELL.EDU

Montgomery Bell Academy is a school where boys are
taught the value of leadership and character; are
equipped with the fundamental tools to succeed in
the classroom and beyond; develop an appreciation
for the effort required to achieve excellence; and form
friendships that last a lifetime. 

MBA is home to:

• 21 National Merit Semifinalists from the Class of 2013

• 2012 Science Olympiad & MathCounts  State
Champions

• 2011-12 State Champions in Swimming, Rifle, 
and Tennis

• grants that send more than 100 students per year to 
immersion programs in the United States and abroad

• active community service that includes soup kitchen, 
peer tutoring, Race for the Cure, and Time to Rise

•  an average class size of 14 and a 7 to 1 student-
teacher ratio 

• 25 Advanced Placement offerings

• international exchanges and programs to Great 
Britain, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, 
Colombia, and China

• $1.75 million in need-based financial aid

Building Boys into Better Men

Montgomery Bell Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, disability, sex, or age, in its employment practices or in 
administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and financial aid programs, athletic programs, or other school-administered programs.

R
elocating to Nashville,
BBYO Program Associate
Sheri Rosenberg is excited
about the warm and wel-
coming community she has
experienced so far here.   

Sheri grew up in East Brunswick,
New Jersey where she was very
involved in BBYO as well as
United Synagogue Youth and
attended Hebrew school all the
way through 12th grade. From
2002-2006, Sheri attended The
Ohio State University, where
she was a member of Alpha
Epsilon Phi sorority as well as
Kappa Phi Kappa teaching
sorority.  She earned a degree
in women’s studies with a
minor in education. 

Upon graduating, Sheri
moved to Israel and participat-
ed in Project OTZMA where she learned
Hebrew, volunteered at elementary
schools, and worked on a kibbutz. Since
returning to the states, Sheri has worked
at Hillel programs, schools, camps and

synagogues with the goal of strengthen-
ing the future of the Jewish community. 

This past May, Sheri graduated from
Gratz College with a master’s degree in
Jewish communal services and nonprofit
management. While in graduate school,
Sheri interned at the Jewish Learning

Venture in Melrose Park, Pa.,
and helped coordinate the 3rd
Annual Inclusion Conference.
She also taught Hebrew school,
was a BBYO adviser, was the
Shabbat co-chair for
LimmudPhilly, and raised funds
for Hillels of Greater
Philadelphia. This past summer,
Sheri worked as the assistant
director of Camp Tova at the
92nd Street Y in New York City,
a camp for children with moder-
ate special needs. 

Sheri will be the assistant
director for Camp Davis at the GJCC,
where her office is located.

Feel free to contact her at
sherirosenberg@bbyo.org to say hello or
with any questions. c

BBYO welcomes new program
associate Sheri Rosenberg

Sheri Rosenberg

Works by Llamas, Williams and Israel photos featured at GJCC

T
he works of Kristin Llamas
and Jammie Williams will
be on display at the
Gordon Jewish
Community Center this
month, along with the

Jewish Federation of Nashville’s annual
Israel Trip photography show.

Llamas’ work will be shown in the
Janet Levine March Gallery.  Llamas is a

self-taught artist whose professional
career began in 2001 when she appren-
ticed with Disney set designer and
muralist Cary di Valentin.  From 2005-
2009, she and her musician husband,
Alfonso Llamas, traveled across the
United States creating visual art and
music in their conceptual art exhibit
titled The Nomadic Project. 

Llamas has since settled in Franklin

with her husband and two daughters. Her
work has been displayed at The Whistler
House Museum in Lowell, Mass., The
Ramsey Museum in Honolulu, the
Aesthetic Eye Gallery in Chicago, and
Ward-Nasse Gallery in New York.
Currently, she is preparing for a 2013
exhibition at the Parthenon Museum.

She has been recognized by the
National Society of Arts and Letters,
awarded the Artist’s Achievement grant
from the state of Florida and has twice
received the Professional Development
grant from the Tennessee Arts

Williams’ work will be on display in
the Sig Held Gallery.  Williams lives and
works in Nashville.

He attended both Watkins College
of Art and Design and Tennessee State
University as a painting major.

Williams is a portrait artist and figura-

tive artist in painting, drawing and sculp-
ture.  He learned traditional sculpting
techniques while serving as chief assistant
to nationally known sculptor Alan
LeQuire and has sculpted portraits for the
Country Music Hall of Fame including
Roy Clark, Barbara Mandrell, Charlie
McCoy and Reba McEntire. He is also a
member of the National Sculpture Society
and the Portrait Society of America.

He teaches figure drawing and
sculpting privately as well as in groups
and is currently the portrait drawing and
portrait sculpting instructor for the
Renaissance Center in Dickson.

Photographs taken by Federation-
sponsored participants in this year’s
National Young Leadership Summer Trip
to Israel will be shown in the JLMG2
space.  The trip is organized by the
Jewish Federations of North America. c

Knesset’s Rivlin: Early 
elections likely by February

(JTA) – Knesset Speaker Reuven
Rivlin called on the Israeli parliament to
disband itself and begin preparing for
early elections.

“There can be no doubt that the
decision to go to early election has been
made and all the parties are preparing for
elections,” Army Radio and other media
quoted Rivlin as saying on Oct. 4. “It
would be best” if the Knesset passed a res-
olution to disband itself “within days or
even hours” of the opening of its winter
session on Oct. 15 “instead of dragging
the decision for weeks," he said.

A member of the ruling Likud Party,
Rivlin predicted the early election prob-

ably would take place during the second
half of February and that Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu would win anoth-
er term.

Elections may come because the
governing coalition cannot agree on
approving the 2013 budget. Shas, the
Sephardic Orthodox party, is refusing to
approve the proposed budget due to aus-
terity measures that it says would hit
poor populations hard.

“We are without a budget for 2013
and in the midst of a global crisis that is
threatening to sweep Israel with it,”
Rivlin said. “Under the current financial
situation, this reality is unacceptable.” c
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Dinner with Ahmadinejad: A first-person account
By Josh Lipowsky

NEW YORK (JTA) – We could
have been in Tehran.

Men in dark suits and earpieces stood
outside the doors of the hotel, keeping
watch for protesters and anybody else who
didn’t belong. Inside, Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad prepared to
meet a group of university students.

Except this was New York City, and
I was one of those students.

In town for the United Nations
General Assembly and between a whirl-
wind of media interviews, Ahmadinejad
hosted a private dinner and briefing ses-
sion on Sept. 24 at the Warwick Hotel
with more than 150 students and profes-
sors from American universities, as well
as some 50 U.N. interns.

As a journalist and student, I was
eager for my firsthand encounter with
one of the world’s most polarizing figures.
As a Jew and the grandson of Holocaust
survivors, I worried how I would get
through the night without shouting,
“You’re a damn liar!”

Before gaining admittance, we all
had to give up our electronic devices and
pass through security – staffed by U.S.

Secret Service agents. Wait a minute,
aren’t they supposed to protect us from
the likes of him, not vice versa?

Upstairs, a buffet of Persian rice,
kabobs and salads awaited. Sadly, no
kosher option. After a little schmoozing,
we were led into a ballroom where Iran’s
ambassador to the U.N., Mohammad
Khazaee, prepped us for the encounter.

Our meeting is the most important
of Ahmadinejad’s visit, Khazaee told us,
because, “you are the people who will
shape the future of the world and the
United States.”

That platitude unnerved me only
when Ahmadinejad was greeted with a
standing ovation by these “future lead-
ers” when he entered the room.
Likewise, I cringed when students later
addressed him as “your excellency” dur-
ing the question-and-answer session.
One even prefaced her remarks by saying
it was “a pleasure” to be in his presence.
That’s when I felt my dinner beginning
to come back up.

After eight years of listening to
sound bites of this man denying my fam-
ily’s suffering during the Holocaust and
the rights of my cousins to live in peace
in their ancestral home, the moment had

finally arrived. What would he say?
“We believe all humans are seeking

dignity,” Ahmadinejad said via the calm,
disembodied voice of his translator on
my headset. “The best way of bringing
minds closer together is through dia-
logue. No one should seek to impose
their views on others.”

Rather, he said, we should be build-
ing “a new world” utilizing new “human-
ity-driven points of view with fairness
and tolerance for all human beings.”

Earlier in the day, Ahmadinejad had
referred to the Jewish state as “a fake
regime” and predicted that Israel would
not be long for this world. But in this
meeting, Ahmadinejad sought to paint
Iran as a symbol of peace and stability in
the Middle East.

“We all must live in prosperity and
security, showing kindness to one anoth-
er,” he said. “All nations together can
build a much more beautiful world, a
much more loving world.”

His saccharine words were belied by
his constant refusal even to acknowledge
Israel by name.

Addressing a question about how to
repair U.S.-Iran relations, Ahmadinejad
said these “two great countries” have
been at odds for 33 years but would be
better off if they cooperated.

U.S. support for the Shah and for
Saddam Hussein during Iraq's war with
Iran in the 1980s created “a negative
mindset” toward the U.S. government
among Iranians, he said.

“This doesn't mean Iran has not
committed mistakes. Perhaps Iran could
have behaved better," he said. “We are
ready today for transparent dialogue.”

It all sounded nice, even if had little

to no relation to the truth. There was no
mention of Iran’s clandestine nuclear
weapons pursuits, support for terrorist
groups like Hezbollah and Hamas, spon-
sorship of terrorist attacks or violent sup-
pression of domestic dissent.

“Without the presence of Iran, the
region cannot be managed properly in a
friendly manner,” Ahmadinejad said.

I couldn’t figure out whether or not
he actually believed his own words.

When it came to Israel,
Ahmadinejad said the role of the “Zionist
regime” in the region is to create tension,
and he blamed Israel – not by name, of
course – for instigating five wars against
its neighbors, imprisoning tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians and destroying
Palestinian homes with people still inside.

Western governments are unwilling
to rein in the Zionists, he said, calling on
the international community to “offi-
cially and severely” condemn threats
against Iran, which is “committed to
eradicating fundamental reasons that
give rise to these tensions.”

Now that sounded like the
Ahmadinejad I knew.

As the meeting wrapped up, I was
eager to get home. The next day was,
after all, Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement. Maybe part of me had
hoped for a more Yom Kippur-like mes-
sage, a plea for forgiveness, perhaps.

But Ahmadinejad had other plans.
The next day, while I was in shul reciting
the Avinu Malkeinu, asking God to
“nullify the thoughts of those who hate
us” and “seal the mouths of our adver-
saries and accusers,” Ahmadinejad was at
the United Nations, delivering his
speech. c

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming

news updates and links to  Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
Now you have a choice:  Read the print edition or read us online. 
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T
he third Rosh Hashanah
Bash at Merchants
Restaurant ushered in
5773 with red-carpet flair,
photo ops, and a chance
to help victims of terror.

The event – sponsored by NowGen
Nashville, the Jewish Federation of
Nashville, Jmingle and Vanderbilt Hillel
– brought together newcomers to Music
City, longtime residents, and those who
grew up here and returned to be with
family for the holidays.

Adi Raz had just moved to
Nashville when she attended the Rosh
Hashanah Bash last year.  This year, she
helped produce it as co-chair with
Franklin Pargh of NowGen’s holiday and
Shabbat committee.  

“I think in Nashville the Jewish
community is very tight-knit and very
special,” Raz said.  Because so many
events compete for attendees’ time, espe-
cially during the high holidays, she said,
it’s really important that large-scale
events are “no less fabulous” than those
that get written up in society columns
and publications.  She called the Rosh
Bash “really classy and elegant.”

“Dee (Raz) was really a superstar,”
Pargh said. “She deserves a lot of credit
for the event.

“…I met more Jews new to
Nashville that night just because it
reaches a broad social media,” Pargh
said.  People are looking for an event
that has meaning. … People really show
up for that kind of event.”

The third floor-private room at
Merchants was the event site for the third
year in a row, thanks to a generous dona-
tion from Merchants proprietors Max and
Ben Goldberg that allowed the group to
use the venue.  “The room was filled to
capacity and the event drew lots of new
people,” said Joel Abramson, community
engagement associate with the Federation.  

Attendees could have photos taken
as they posed on the red carpet.  The
event featured a drink specially created
for the event called the Beehive, made
with apple vodka and honey schnapps;
two cash bars; and give-aways. Proceeds
benefited the Fund for Victims of Terror. 

Future NowGen events include
Shabbat potluck dinners and a Purim ball.

Photos from the Rosh Hashanah
event are posted in the photo galleries at
the NowGen website, nowgen-
nashville.org.  Also, information on get-

Third Rosh Hashanah Bash glams it up

Rachel Wheeler (left) Freya Sachs, Matthew Strauss and Jessica Solomon share the red carpet.

ting involved with NowGen is found at
the website.

“The site has drawn more than
2,600 unique Nashville IP addresses – a
measure of visits that represents comput-
ers accessing the site – in its first 10

months,” Abramson said.  Keep up with
NowGen news through the website or by
following @nowgennashville and @joe-
laabramson on Twitter.  Raz’s Twitter
handle is @thedailyraz and Pargh’s is
@franklinpargh. c

Sara Zamost (left), Laura Shmerling and Tara Lerner catch up at the event at Merchants.

Event chairs Franklin Pargh and Adi Raz
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Jewish

PJ Library families will
receive Jewish-themed art

N
ashville is one of 13
communities selected
to receive prints of
Jewish artwork through
Voices & Visions, an
initiative of the Harold

Grinspoon Foundation. Nashville partic-
ipates in the PJ Library, also an initiative
of the Foundation, with support of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville.  Our
community was chosen from among 165
communities to receive the prints.

The Voices & Visions web site stat-
ed that “in the same way that PJ
Library® books have brought Jewish val-
ues, traditions and history into the
home, it is the Foundation’s hope that
these posters will continue the conversa-
tions both in the home and in communi-
ty gatherings.”

Each PJ Library family will receive
one of the prints, which are suitable for
framing. The community will receive 26,
which will be available as a traveling
exhibit to organizations in the Jewish
community.

Melissa Sostrin, coordinator for PJ
Library in Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, asks that any families that
don’t wish to receive a print to either
leave it at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center under her name or
donate it to their synagogue or preschool.

More information on the program is
available at http://voices-visions.org. c

As a second-year teacher at
Akiva, and a second-year
teacher in any classroom, I

find myself in an interesting place of
simultaneous learning and reflection.
There’s a lot I know now, but a lot
that is still in flux. 

Last year, my inner monologue
was “What should I do? What’s hap-
pening next? Where did I put my
lunch?” 

This year, my inner monologue is
“What did I do last year? What
worked? What didn’t work? How can
I do better? Seriously ya’ll, where did
I put my lunch?!” I am pleased with
the change in thinking, although I
still wonder why my lunch seems to
grow legs and hide every other day.

Akiva actually has a relatively
new staff with several new teachers
this year, so I am somewhat of a young
veteran, despite the obvious oxy-
moron. I know the growing school, I
know the caring families, I know the
warm community, and I feel very
much a part of all these, too. 

When I tell others of this feeling
I have, this feeling of being as much a

part of my school as the walls that hold
it up, I am amazed it’s only been one
year; but I think that’s what makes
Akiva, and the community that built
it, so special and precious. 

I love being around the new
teachers because they ask new ques-
tions, think of new solutions, push
themselves to be their best, and help
me look for my lunch. But I’m also
excited for all the new faces at our
school – teachers, students, and fami-
lies alike – to become Akiva veterans
with me, to help me hold this school
up higher than the walls ever could,
just like everyone else who is connect-
ed to Akiva does, and has been doing,
since we built our foundation in 1954. 

I love that I know I’m not the
only person at this school always
thinking, “How can I do better?” Plus,
with so many arms holding us up, I
don’t have to feel bad when I need to
use one arm to grab my lunch.

− Laura Codron

Akiva Corner will be a recurring column
about our community Jewish Day School.  

Thoughts from a Second-Year Akiva Teacher

Eilat shooting raises questions about recruitment for Israel programs
By Ben Sales

TEL AVIV (JTA) – The recent
shooting of an Israeli hotel employee by
an American Jewish intern is raising
questions about how Israel internship
programs for Diaspora Jews recruit and
screen applicants.

The assailant, William Herskowitz,
was killed by police on Oct. 5 following
a brief standoff shortly after he report-
edly used the firearm of a hotel security
guard to kill 33-year-old Armando
Abed in the dining room of the
Leonardo Club Hotel in the southern
Israeli resort city of Eilat.

Herskowitz had been enrolled in
Oranim’s Eilat Hotel Experience, an
internship program for American Jews
interested in the hospitality industry. He
had worked in several positions at the
hotel and took a course in hotel manage-
ment. Oranim is a tour provider that
offers long- and short-term Israel pro-
grams to young adults.

According to Oranim, Herskowitz
had lost his job a day earlier for lack of
discipline.

To get into the program, according
to current and past Oranim employees,
Herskowitz had to fill out an online
form, pass a two-part phone interview

with Oranim recruiters and send in a
medical history form.

Past recruiters at Oranim and other
long-term internship programs in Israel
noted the difficulty of gauging the per-
sonalities of potential participants from
across the ocean.

“On one hand you can have a phone
conversation with someone and they
sound fine, handle themselves well,” said
a former Oranim recruiter who asked to
remain anonymous. “You can have a
doctor sign off on this form and not
report certain medical disorders, and
how would you know? People can seem
completely normal on the phone or
Skype, and then things surface once they
get to Israel.”

Oranim’s spokesman, Yuval Arad,
said that Herskowitz had a clean medical
record and no criminal history. While
Oranim's online application included a
resume, Oranim did not ask Herskowitz
for references or a personal essay on why
he chose the program – safeguards
required by similar programs.

A recruiter for the WUJS Intern Tel
Aviv program, which like Oranim com-
bines work with Hebrew study and trav-
el, said her program requires a personal
essay and a video interview – and refer-
ences, if deemed necessary – to ensure
that recruiters know which applicants to
watch closely, even after they arrive on
the program.

“It is possible for people to fall
through the cracks, but if you work for a
program you know who your red flags are
from the first conversation and monitor
their behavior closely on the program,”
said Amy Gross, the WUJS recruiter.

However, she added, sometimes “all the
monitoring in the world can’t prevent
someone from doing something crazy.”

Career Israel, another long-term
internship program in Israel, requires
applicants to submit a recommendation.

Herskowitz also received funding for
the program from Masa Israel Journey, an
umbrella organization for 200 long-term
Israel programs. In order to receive the
stipends, which run into the thousands
of dollars per person, participants must
be Jewish and age 18 to 30.

Following the shooting, the Jewish
Agency for Israel, which governs Masa,
said that it would be convening a panel
“to examine the processes by which the
American participant was accepted to the
Oranim program in Eilat,” according to
an e-mail. A later statement to JTA called
the incident “a truly anomalous event.”

The former Oranim recruiter, as well
as the group’s spokesperson, said the
phone interview was enough to deter-
mine whether an applicant was fit for
Oranim’s programs.

“You can tell by having a conversa-
tion with somebody if they sounded
competent, if they sounded strange or if
they had a strange reason for coming to
Israel,” the former recruiter said, adding
that recruiters sometimes called appli-
cants’ grandparents to get more insight
into them.

Arad, Oranim’s spokesman, said the
organization has to rely on the applicants
themselves to provide reliable information.

“You don’t ask a person, ‘Are you
crazy?’ ” Arad said. “They need to give
medical assurances. What can you learn
from the resume of an 18-year-old?” c

Akiva Corner

See what’s 
happening 

in the community. 
Go to 

www.jewish
nashville.org
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Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

MOTHER'S
HELPER NEEDED

Mother's helper needed 
15 to 20 hours/week Bellevue
area.  Non-smoker. Reliable
car. $14/hr.  Send resume or
detailed background info 
with job references to 
helpmom@comcast.net. 

B’nai Mitzvah
Joel Eli Rittenberg was called to the

Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Sept. 8 at
Congregation Etz Chaim Synagogue,
Atlanta.  He is the son of Terri and Scott
Rittenberg, of Roswell, Ga., and brother
of Alexa and Andrew Rittenberg. His
grandparents are Bette Sue and Charles
Strasburger of Montgomery, Ala., and
Barbara and Jay Rittenberg of Nashville.

Joel is an 8th grader at Hightower
Middle School, Roswell, Ga.  His special
interests include learning more about
Judaism, playing baseball and basketball.
He especially enjoys watching the
Atlanta Falcons and the University of
Alabama football games and Atlanta
Braves baseball games on TV.

Joel’s mitzvah project is to donate
his time to special needs children who
want to learn how to participate in
sports.

Matthew Schwarcz
will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on Saturday, Oct. 20, at
11 a.m. at The Temple.
Matthew was born on
July 7, 1999 in
Nashville. His parents
are Barbara and Andy
Schwarcz. His grandpar-
ents are Sandra Schwarcz of Nashville,
Keiran and Don Schwarcz of New
Orleans and Ann and Gene Shavlan of
Houston.

For his mitzvah project, Matthew is
helping raise funds for the American
Diabetes Association and the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation.
Matthew has also established a B’nai
Tzedek fund with the Jewish Federation
to support various causes. 

He is in the 7th grade at University
School. His special interests include
baseball, basketball, playing video games
and hanging out with friends.

Awards and honors
Evelyn R. Richmond will be hon-

ored for her lifelong community service
at the Council on Aging’s 21st Annual
Sage Awards Luncheon.  Marcy and
Seawell Brandau and Sandra D.H. Hunt
also will be honored.  The luncheon is
set for noon on Monday, Oct. 15, in the
Maddox Grand Atrium of the Curb
Event Center at Belmont University.  

Sympathy
. . . to the family of Margaret

“Margie” Astren, 91, who died on Sept.
21. She is survived by her children, Dennis
(Kim) Astren and Steve (Teri) Astren; 6
grandchildren; and 3 great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Astren, a native of Nashville, was a
devoted and adoring wife of Mitchell
Astren for 68 years and a loving and giving
mother to her two boys and their families.
She was an active member of the West End
Synagogue and the Jewish community,
serving terms as president of the synagogue
Sisterhood and as the Southern Region
President of the Women’s League for
Conservative Judaism. Mrs. Astren also
worked in the family retail clothing busi-
ness in downtown Nashville and finished
her working career at Kay Jewelers.

. . . to the family of Grace Cooper,
who died on Sept. 25.  She is survived by
sons Alan (Regina) Cooper, of
Nashville, Gregory (Bonnie) Cooper,
and Jon (Joyce) Cooper; her brother,
Kenneth (Arlene) Lyons, of Nashville;
in-laws Mort and Hannah Cooper,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  

. . . to the family of Jerry Martin
Klein, 76, of Hermitage, who died on
Sept. 26.  He was preceded in death by his
parents, Harry and Esther Klein, and his
sister, Sandra Goldstein.  He is survived
by his wife, Sherry Klein; children, Sheri
(Robert) Warnke, Michael (Jayne) Klein,
Holly Klein, Trey (Angela) Hunter  and
Chantell (Rob) Gibson; brother, Allen
(Janice) Klein; brother-in-law Bernie
Goldstein; 11 grandchildren; several
nieces and nephews; and a wealth of life-
long friends. Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Cancer Society.

. . . to the family of Bertha Raskin
Markowitz, grandmother of WES mem-
ber Stuart (Debby) Wiston.  Bertha died
on Oct. 5 in Florida.

She is survived by her daughter,
Barbara Wiston; her grandchildren,
Stuart (Debby) Wiston; her great-grand-
children, Leo, Celia, Zev and Maytal
Wiston; and many others.

. . . to the family of Stephen Elsky,
who died on Oct. 7. Steve was the past
president of West End Synagogue and
had served as an officer and board mem-
ber of the Akiva School. At the time of
his passing, Steve was a member of the
Grants Committee of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville. He is survived
by his wife, Fran; children: Scott (Sara)
Elsky; Jason Elsky and Michelle (Jason)
Arbogast; his sister, Iris (Arnold) Steuer;
his mother-in-law, Alma Berne; and his
granddaughter, Lauren Elsky.

Matthew
Schwarcz C

amp Barney Medintz,
summer resident camp of
the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of
Atlanta, will present
their annual new musical

slide production and dessert reception
in Nashville on Monday, Nov. 5, at
the Gordon Jewish Community
Center, beginning at 7 p.m.  Jim
Mittenthal, camp director, will meet
with new and returning families,
answer questions about the 2013 sum-
mer camp season, and provide applica-
tions for registration.

Camp Barney Medintz is in the
North Georgia Blue Ridge mountains on
more than 500 wooded acres surround-
ing two lakes just 75 miles northeast of
Atlanta.  The camp offers a host of activ-
ities, including water skiing, hydro-tub-
ing, wake boarding, swimming, paddle
boarding, canoeing, the “Iceberg,” the
“Rave” water trampoline, leaping off the
“Blob” or rushing down the 180-foot
“Hurricane” water slide, horseback rid-
ing, campouts, “zipping” over 1,000 feet
across Lake Wendy, whitewater rafting,
tennis, all land/court sports, theatre,
crafts, music, Israeli culture, dance,
radio, video, camper cooking classes,
mountain biking, climbing the adjacent

Appalachian Trail and a series of high-
adventure rock climbing, rappelling and
ropes courses.  Specific age groups may
also enjoy fencing, karate, ceramics or
scuba diving.

Camp Barney, celebrating its 51st
summer season, has created “a unique
community that is all about adventure
and self discovery, exhilarating activities
and exciting events, being in a strong
culturally Jewish environment with spe-
cial friends, all under the supervision of a
carefully selected group of mature, tal-
ented, conscientious, loving, and enthu-
siastic staff,” said Mittenthal.

Camp Barney annually develops
new construction projects to improve its
mountain facility.  Recent additions
include a cultural and performing arts
complex, a new sports complex and
camper kitchen, and the brand new
Marcus Health Center.

The camp offers two- and four-week
sessions.  For more information about
Camp Barney programs, Family Camps,
staff opportunities, or other CBM adven-
tures, please call the camp office in
Atlanta at (770) 395-2554 or call Camp
Barney Medintz Nashville parent repre-
sentatives Rabbi Laurie Rice at (615)
377-9799 or Christina Evans at (615)
948-0919. c

Camp Barney Medintz Nashville
open house set for Nov. 5

Nashville kids at Camp Barney
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327-1111
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around the town

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.

Middle Tennessee
Premiere of ‘Parade’

Franklin’s Boiler Room Theatre
presents the Tony Award-winning musi-
cal drama “Parade” through Oct. 20. 

“Parade” is based on the true story
of Leo Frank, a Jewish man living in
Georgia, who was put on trial in 1913
for the murder of 13-year-old Mary
Phagan, a factory worker under his
employ. Already guilty in the eyes of
everyone around him, a sensationalist
publisher and a janitor’s false testimony
seal Leo’s fate. His only defenders are a
governor with a conscience, and, even-
tually, his assimilated Southern wife,
who finds the strength and love to
become his greatest champion.

For more information, go to
www.boilerroomtheatre.com.

Kosher BBQ contest
in Memphis

For the 24th year, Anshei Sphard-
Beth El Emeth Congregation (ASBEE)
is producing the ASBEE World Kosher
BBQ Championship on Sunday, Oct. 21
in Memphis. 

The competition has become one of
the year’s most anticipated events in the
Memphis Jewish community. Last year,
the festival hosted 40 teams and more
than 3000 attendees. 

For more information, go to
www.asbeekosherbbq.com.

Step out with
Israeli Folk Dancers

The Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers
meet every Thursday evening at the
Schulman Center for Jewish Life
(across from Memorial Gym) at
Vanderbilt University. Warm-up and
beginners dances are 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Intermediate-advanced dancing and
requests are from 8:30-10 p.m. Come
join us for evenings of fun, music, great
exercise and new friends!  

You can stay for all or part of the
time, and attend any or all of the ses-
sions. No previous dance experience is
required. Everyone is welcome to partic-
ipate. For more information please
contact Carol Rubin 352-9447
(Carol.Rubin@vanderbilt.edu) or Sharon
Morrow 662-4881 (smorrow@wswcpas
nashville.com) or visit our website,
www.vanderbilt.edu/israelidance/

It's like a barn raising

I
t takes a village to build a
Sukkah.  Parents and friends of
Akiva School turned out on
Sunday morning, Sept. 30, to
assemble and decorate the school's
large Sukkah, where meals would

be held in the week ahead to celebrate
the holiday of Sukkot. c

Akiva kindergarten teacher Jessica Farmer
guides a beam into place.

Bill Kimball (left) and Haggai Tabori team
up in one corner of the Sukkah.

JLI offers 6-week course,
‘Kabbalah of You’

N
ashville’s Jewish
Learning Institute (JLI)
presents an all-new
course, “The Kabbalah
of You: A Guide to
Unlocking Your

Hidden Potential”. The institute’s new
six-session Fall 2012 semester will begin
on Wednesday, Nov. 7.

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad
of Nashville will conduct the six course
sessions at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays,
starting Nov. 7, at Chabad of Nashville.

Throughout life, we look to enhance
various skills and talents. A course in
music will lead to increased enjoyment; a
course in accounting will help us in busi-
ness; a course in astronomy will open up
the night sky to our curiosity.

“As diverse as our talents and inter-
ests may be, there is an underlying core
that is common to all,” said Tiechtel,
Nashville’s JLI instructor. “We all share
that humanity, that dignity that makes
our lives immeasurably valuable. ‘The
Kabbalah of You’ addresses that core.”

The Kabbalah of You is meant for
everyone who can be called “you.”
“Bringing light to what it is that makes
you YOU will enable you to discover
new depths of meaning that will have an
impact on every aspect of your exis-
tence,” said Tiechtel. 

“Joy, contentment, courage, self-
control, a meaningful relationship with
G-d, beautiful relationships with oth-
ers—these are some of the benefits of
being in synch with your deepest self.”

This course will uncover how you
have a birthright within the Infinite—
and how to tap into that awareness for
the rest of your life.

“The Kabbalah of You” is a journey
of discovery, in which we will ask—and
answer—the most fundamental question
of all: Who is the mysterious being at the
heart of what it is to be … you? The
same Kabbalah that leads us up and
beyond the highest heavens also leads
deep within to explore the divine mys-
tery of your soul.

Through the examination of the
entire spectrum of what it means to be
human, “The Kabbalah of You” offers
recipes, tips, and techniques for not only
discovering where your true meaning
lies, but in actually making it a part of
your daily existence. These sessions will
help you see life as the mysterious, chal-
lenging, and satisfying wonder that it
really is.

Like all previous JLI programs, “The
Kabbalah of You” is designed to appeal to
people at all levels of Jewish knowledge,
including those without any prior expe-
rience or background in Jewish learning.
All JLI courses are open to the public,
and attendees need not be affiliated with
a particular synagogue, temple, or other
house of worship.

Interested students may call (615)
646-5750 or visit www.myJLI.com for
registration and other course-related
information. JLI courses are presented in
Nashville in conjunction with Chabad
of Nashville. c

U.S. sanctions 2 Lebanese
charities with Hamas ties

(JTA) -- The United States is impos-
ing financial penalties on two Lebanese
charities that raise money for Hamas.

The U.S. Treasury Department said
it was freezing any assets related to the
two Beirut-based charities, Al-Waqfiya
and Al-Quds International Foundation,
Reuters reported. The department. said
that Al-Waqfiya and Al-Quds "exist to
support the families of Hamas fighters" as
well as financing projects in the
Palestinian territories "intended to
spread Hamas' influence and control."

It is not known whether the two

charities hold U.S. assets; the Treasury
Department. did not provide details on
any assets under U.S. jurisdiction and
declined to comment when asked, the
report said.

Four years ago, the U.S. Treasury
imposed economic sanctions on the
Union of Good, of which Al-Waqfiya is
a central component. The Union of
Good was accused of fundraising for
Hamas-based groups in the West Bank
and Gaza, and some of those funds were
used to compensate families of suicide
bombers.. c



PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM

Security System / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

info@monitoru.com     646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REGENCY MANAGEMENT CO.
Keith Kraft & Morris Kraft

Rentals ~ Residential ~ Commercial
95 White Bridge Rd. ~ Nashville TN 37205

…for over 45 years
352-1448                mkkraft@aol.com

REAL ESTATE

FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)
Synergy Realty Network

C. 615.351.7333
FranklinPargh.com

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251

Brentwood, TN 37027
Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

The Observer  October 12, 2012 11

Jackie Karr, REALTOR
Website: www.JackieKarr.com
Email: JackieKarr@gmail.com

Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)
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The 2013
Guide

to Jewish
Nashville

to hit the
stands soon

Be sure to be a part 
of this annual issue.

Deadline for ads is 
November 30, 2012

Contact Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail

carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax 615-352-0056

Study: Young pro-Israel activists are diverse ideologically, religiously
By Neil Rubin

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Jewish
student leaders may be strident in their
Israel advocacy, but they are tolerant in
defining pro-Israel activism and diverse
in their political views.

Those are among the major find-
ings of a new survey being billed as the
first major study of North American
young adult leaders involved in pro-
Israel advocacy.

Of the 4,000 or so Israel advocates
age 30 and younger who were surveyed,
87 percent said they welcomed “multiple
perspectives” on the pro-Israel spectrum.
Ideologically speaking, 45 percent self-
identified as either politically liberal or
slightly liberal; 30 percent said they were
conservative or slightly conservative;
and 21 percent called themselves moder-
ate. Four percent said they were
extremely conservative and 2 percent

said they were extremely liberal.
The respondents came from diverse

religious backgrounds, too: 37 percent
said they were Conservative Jews, 27
percent Orthodox, 18 percent Reform
and 16 percent “other Jewish.”

The study, titled “Next Generation
Advocacy: A Study of Young Israel
Advocates,” was released recently by the
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family
Foundation. It was conducted by Ezra
Kopelowitz and Daniel Chesir-Teran of
Research Success Technologies. 

“There’s a sense that young advocates
come from a particular political persua-
sion, that they’re shrill and that there’s
polarization,” Lisa Eisen, the director of
the Schusterman Foundation, told JTA.
“They are very diverse, sophisticated and
non-ideological, which is not something
that most people would imagine.”

Divisive activists are part of the
spectrum, Eisen acknowledged, but they

“are way out on the margin.”
Those surveyed were leaders of such

organizations as Alpha Epsilon Pi frater-
nity, the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, Hillel, iCenter, the Israel on
Campus Coalition, Moishe House, The
David Project, Write On For Israel,
Hasbara Fellowships, MASA Israel
Journey, Stand With Us and the BBYO
group for teenagers.

The study also pointed to a relative-
ly high correlation between participa-
tion in Birthright Israel, the free 10-day
trip to Israel for young adults, and Israel
activism: Some 26 percent of the pro-
Israel leaders surveyed were Birthright
alumni.

Pro-Israel activist Samantha
Vinokor, 22, said she discovered early on
that there is no single profile for pro-
Israel activism.

“You don’t need to be religiously
observant because you can connect in

your own way, and you don’t need to be
politically aware because you can con-
nect culturally or through food or in
other ways,” said Vinokor, who was
active in pro-Israel groups at the
University of Pittsburgh before enrolling
in a master’s program at the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America in
New York and landing a job as director
of communications for the World Zionist
Organization.

“The pro-Israel movement can give
so many different people a home,” she
said. “That’s something that I tried to
bring onto campus and that I bring to my
professional life as well.”

Eisen said the study debunks some
myths about who pro-Israel activists are
and what they believe, while also reveal-
ing some shortcomings in how pro-Israel
activists are mobilized in American
Jewish life.

While 85 percent of high school sen-
iors and 66 percent of college seniors said
they wanted to continue pro-Israel work
after graduation, only 27 percent and 33
percent, respectively, reported being
asked to do so by a Jewish organization.

“The motivation is there, the pas-
sion is there, the interest is there,” Eisen
said. “We just haven’t fully tapped the
potential.” c

Global Day of
Jewish Learning
Continued from page 1

Participation in the Global Day
requires no prior Jewish learning experi-
ence and the classes are designed to
appeal to all participants regardless of
one’s level of Jewish education. Sessions
will be lively, interactive and all learning
materials will be provided to participants
during the classes.

“The intent of the Global Day is to
offer members of the Jewish community
a special and unique opportunity to learn
with friends, colleagues and with those
who are strangers. With the benefit of
our outstanding local Jewish educators it
promises to be a richly rewarding day for
all who attend,” stated Jewish Federation
Executive Director Mark S. Freedman.

The Global Day is intended primari-
ly for adult learners. The morning ses-
sion is designed so that parents whose
children attend religious school can drop
them off at school, attend the morning
session and be done in time to pick chil-
dren up at the conclusion of religious
school. There will be two afternoon ses-
sions where participants will be able to
attend sessions with at least two of the
Global Day scholars and teachers. 

The Global Day includes lunch at
a cost of $10 per person; dietary laws
will be observed.  Child care will be
available as well as transportation for
seniors.  There will be a PJ Library pro-
gram for toddlers, preschoolers and
their parents.

To pre-register for the Global Day
or for additional information, please e-
mail Barbara Schwarcz at Barbara@jew-
ishnashville.org or call her directly at
(615) 354-1630.  Participants can also
pre-register online at www.jewish-
nashville.org/globalday.

Registration also is available on a
walk-up basis on the day of the event
but pre-registration is strongly encour-
aged. c


