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MLK Day

T
he Jewish community usually has
a group that joins the Martin
Luther King Jr. Day march along
Jefferson Street. This year it falls
on Mon., Jan. 16.

If you would like to participate and
walk behind our community banner, please
contact Judy Saks, Federation community
relations director, at 354-1637 or
judy@jewishnashville.org by the morning
of Fri., Jan. 13. If enough people are inter-
ested, we will march.  c

“I can tell you it’s a one-of-a-kind
experience,” Ross said from New York
in a telephone interview.  

“We expect a huge crowd,” said
Federation Campaign director Naomi
Limor Sedek, “and I highly recommend
people make their reservations early.”

Sedek approached Ross about a
possible performance based on four-
minute video interviews with people
from all over the world who have set-
tled and become part of Nashville’s
vibrant Jewish community, he recalled.
“The challenge … is to tell one story
out of all of the stories - five very spe-
cific, very unique narratives,” said Ross.

One option was for Ross to sim-
ply act as narrator, imparting informa-
tion and acting as a master of cere-
monies between the videos.  

By Kathy Carlson

A
ctor Adam Ross will
draw on his Tenn-
essee roots and his
experience in creat-
ing one-man shows
when he performs in

Nashville on Sun., Jan. 29, at Our
World’s Fair, which kicks off the
Jewish Federation of Nashville’s 2012
Annual Campaign.

Ross will present a specially com-
missioned show in which local com-
munity members Metro Councilman
Fabian Bedne, Helen Yazdian Hanai,
Dr. Vlada Melekhin, Amanda and
David Schwartz, Lana Sorin Pargh,
and Dora Sorin tell about their lives in
Jewish communities around the world.  

But, he said, “The way into peo-
ple’s hearts is through character, emo-
tion.”  He then had to decide, “Am I
going to create a piece based on a
character in one of the videos, a new
character, more than one character?
In solo theater, you have that option.”

At Our World’s Fair, he’ll take
the videos and other parameters,
such as the mission of Federation and
the goals for the event, and create a
dramatic arc to satisfy all of the goals,
he said.

World’s Fair Co-chair Karen
Yazdian has heard snippets of the
script Ross has crafted.  “I think peo-
ple will have a good feeling in their
heart” from his performance, she said.
“It’s going to send a good message.  It
will touch all people, young and old.
Even children are going to get the 

Continued on page 2

Solo performer Jon Adam Ross 
creates new role for Our World’s Fair

Adam Ross

Center for Scholars. 
Experts are divided as to the seri-

ousness of the threat to cut off the
strait and whether it will lead to war. 

Adler said that a direct con-
frontation between the U.S. and Iran
may be inevitable, and that the two 

Continued on page 12

By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) — The
Obama administration is engaged in a
full-court press to persuade Israel that
Iran’s nuclear threat can be contained
short of war.

The U.S. lobbying has received a
mixed reception from Israel, where
the Netanyahu government has not
ruled out a unilateral strike on Iran. 

Iran, meanwhile, is taking an
aggressive stance in response to
mounting sanctions.

Last week the Iranian naval chief,
Adm. Habibollah Sayyari, threatened
to close the Strait of Hormuz if Western
sanctions intensified. The threat to
close the strait — the passageway for oil
from the Persian Gulf states — could
presage a war, experts said.

“We may be further along the
road to war than most people believe,”
said Michael Adler, an Iran scholar at
the Woodrow Wilson International

Persian Gulf tensions mount 
as U.S. engages Israel on Iran

The aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush, part of the 5th Fleet, transits through the
Strait of Hormuz, Oct. 9 2011. Iran has threatened to shut off the strait, through which
much of the world's oil travels, if it faces new sanctions. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication

Specialist 3rd Class Betsy Knapper)
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By Kathy Carlson

S
o, what are you doing on
Sun., Feb. 12?

A lot of folks will be at the
Gordon Jewish Community
Center, not to work out but
to work the phones for this

year’s Tzedakah Tzunday telethon, and
we hope you’ll be one of them.

Tzedakah Tzunday is our communi-
ty’s largest fundraising event of the year,
supporting the Jewish Federation of
Nashville Annual Campaign effort to
serve Jewish needs.  Federation exists to
ensure that Jews receive assistance in
critical areas in order to thrive and grow,
and to ensure that each Jewish household
and community member can connect

National Conference on 
Jewish Affairs-Nashville

The National Conference on Jewish Affairs is dedicated to 

supporting the rights and safety of the Jewish people in America, 

in Israel and around the world under the Rule of Law by providing 

strong Jewish leadership, advocacy and education to respond to 

and counter the growing, orchestrated demonizing of Israel, Jewry, 

and America.

join us by sending your name and email to
ncjanashville@gmail.com

http://nationalconferenceonjewishaffairs.org/
http://www.ncjanashville.org/

Chazak Achsav!-Strength Now!

Do a world of good on Tzedakah Tzunday

Solo performer creates new role for Our World’s Fair
Continued from page 1
message” of the possibilities and oppor-
tunities that gifts to Federation create
for Jews here in Nashville and around
the world.

Ross gained his training in solo
shows at New York University’s Tisch
School of the Arts, where he earned a
bachelor of fine arts degree in acting.
Seeing veteran actress Elaine Stritch
perform her Tony Award-winning
solo show “At Liberty” on Broadway
in December 2001 fixed his goals on
solo theater while he was still an

undergraduate.  
His professors at NYU told him to

“maybe wait a few decades” and grow in
his craft before tackling one-man shows,
but Ross was undeterred.  The school
eventually hired someone to teach a
class on the art of solo theater, and Ross’s
career was launched.

His first solo show, “Walking in
Memphis: The Life of a Southern Jew,”
drew on his own experiences growing up
in Memphis.  (He presented the show at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center,
among other venues.)  At the time of his
interview, Ross was between stops in
touring with his new solo show, “God of

Our Fathers,” in which he plays all the
members of a fictional Jewish family liv-
ing through a generation of assimilation.
That’s 10 people – three women and
seven men – over the course of 26 years,
he said.

Meanwhile, Ross continues to pre-
pare for his upcoming performance here.
“The stories on their own are extremely
compelling, which makes my job as an
artist just that much more exciting,” he
said.  “I try to reach their bar (of) inten-
sity,” the emotional reality of the
Nashville community members’ stories.
“It gives me a lot to go on, a lot to play
with, a lot to aim for.” c

Attend Our World’s Fair 
Who:  Open to the entire Jewish community
What:  Our World’s Fair focuses on Jewish communities from around the world,

with exhibits, food tastings, children’s activities with Vanderbilt Hillel, and
a specially commissioned show by actor Jon Adam Ross highlighting personal
stories of community members.

When: Sun., Jan. 29, from 4-6 p.m.
Where:  Gordon Jewish Community Center
Why:  Our World’s Fair kicks of the Jewish Federation of Nashville’s 2012 annu-

al campaign, which supports the Jewish community of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee and our fellow Jewish communities around the world and in Israel.
You will have the opportunity to make your 2012 Jewish Federation Annual
Campaign gift.

How: For more information or to RSVP, go to www.jewishnashville.org, or con-
tact Barbara Schwarcz, Events Coordinator, barbara@jewishnashville.org or
615-354-1630.  Please RSVP by Jan. 20.

with the community in their own way.  
“Federation works because we work

together,” Tzedakah Tzunday Chair Steven
Remer and Annual Campaign Chair
Sandy Averbuch wrote to community
members.  “It is because we work together
as a community that we are able to do so
much.”  Through Federation, the Nashville
Jewish community ensures that Jews here,
in Israel and around the world benefit from
essential services and programs.

“The need still remains great
because many have been hit hard in
these difficult economic times,” Remer
said.  “We all have to carry forward the
Jewish tradition of service and sacrifice
through acts of kindness and charity.”

Tzedakah Tzunday volunteers are
needed to make the phone calls. No

prior calling experience is needed; we
will train volunteers. Babysitting is avail-
able with advance registration only.  

Four shifts are available on Sunday,
plus two shifts of follow-up calls on the
evenings of Mon., Feb. 20, and Thurs.,
Feb. 23.  The Sunday shifts run from 9
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and consist of 30
minutes of training and two hours of
actual calling.  The follow-up shifts
run from 7-9 p.m.  

To sign up, volunteers can fax
their information to 615/352-0056,
call Susan Pankowsky at 615/354-1676
or email her at susan@jewishashville.org.
Additional information is available on
the Federation website, www.jewish-
nashville.org.  To sign up for babysitting,
call Barbara Schwarcz at 615/354-1630. c

J
ewish Family Service will host
two days of training offered by
the Middle Tennessee Inter-
Agency Adoption Coalition on
Sun., Feb. 26, and Mon., Feb. 27,
at the Gordon Jewish Commun-
ity Center.  The speaker for both
days will be Jayne Schooler, who

is well known as an adoption trainer and
educator for professionals and families.

She has also authored or co-authored
seven books on adoption including The
Whole Life Adoption Book: Realistic Advice
for Building a Healthy Adoptive Family and
Wounded Children, Healing Homes: How
Traumatized Children Impact Adoptive and
Foster Families. 

Schooler’s training on Feb. 26,
offered to post-adoptive families, is enti-
tled “Building Trauma Competent

Healing Parents.” There is no fee to
attend. Registration will start at 12:30
p.m. and the event will take place from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The training on Feb. 27, offered to
adoption professionals, is entitled
“Telling the Truth” (to your adopted or
foster child). There is a fee to attend.
The event runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. CEU’s will be offered. 

Register for either event by email at
info@tennesseeadoption.org. Profes-
sionals planning to attend the Feb. 27
event should make checks payable to
Middle Tennessee Inter-Agency
Adoption Coalition and mail them to
IAC, 3100 West End Avenue, Suite
1210, Nashville, TN 37203.  Contact
Teri Sogol at 354-1662 for further
information. c

JFS to host training sessions by adoption coalition

By Dan Klein

NEW YORK (JTA) — It is a strange
irony: Jews have been successful in the
television business — but Jewish TV, not
so much.

It’s not for lack of trying. Right now,
no fewer than three Jewish-focused
national cable channels are trying to
carve out a viable niche within the
already small niche for Jewish TV.

It’s a road others have taken in the
past, only to reach a dead end.

Jay Sanderson, who served for 21
years as CEO of the Jewish Television
Network, knows better than most.
“There’s been dozens of attempts and
dozens of failures,” said Sanderson, now
the president of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Los Angeles. “It’s a cycle that’s
been happening for 30-plus years. People
want it to happen.”

The current Jewish television chan-
nels — The Jewish Channel, Shalom
TV and Jewish Life Television — have
scored some successes. They all launched
in the past five years.

The Jewish Channel garnered

national attention twice in the last two
months with news broadcasts that ended
up metastasizing into international stories.

Launched in 2007 as a subscription
video on-demand channel, TJC has been
touted as “a Jewish film festival in your liv-
ing room.” But it has been the channel’s
news coverage, which makes up a small
fraction of TJC’s overall programming and
mostly is not original content — that has
thrust the channel into the public eye.

A November news report on an
Israeli government-sponsored ad cam-
paign urging Israeli expatriates in the
United States to return home sparked an
uproar in the United States, with many
suggesting that the ads were dismissive of
American Judaism. The Israeli govern-
ment ultimately apologized and ended
the campaign.

And in December, TJC landed a sit-
down interview with Newt Gingrich in

which the Republican presidential candi-
date suggested that the Palestinians are an
“invented” people. Gingrich’s remarks
drew headlines and criticism from GOP
rivals, including Mitt Romney.

Steven I. Weiss, the director of orig-
inal programming and new media at TJC
as well as its news anchor, credited the
channel’s success to “hard work and good
luck, and doing the hard work until you
get lucky.” c

The actually Jewish-controlled media tries to make its mark
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Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax: 615-352-0056

The Simchas 
& Celebrations Issue!

January 20, 2012

We will be highlighting lifecycle 
events including Weddings, 

Bar & Bat Mitzvahs, 
Anniversaries and Births. 

We know that you will want to be 
included in this issue. For advertisers

who contract a 1/8 page ad or 
larger we will be happy to contact 

you for articles pertaining to 
your business. 

Deadline for ads 
is January 13, 2012

F
rank H. Boehm has been
appointed chair of the new
Observer Editorial Board by
Ted Mayden, Jewish
Federation president. Boehm
is a Federation past president

and a past chair of the Community
Relations Committee.

The Editorial
Board will deter-
mine editorial poli-
cy of the publica-
tion in accordance
with new guidelines
approved by the
Federation’s Board
of Directors last
November. (A copy
of the guidelines
appears at right in box.) The Editorial
Board will primarily concern itself with
reviewing the content of letters to the
editor and opinion pieces submitted for
publication by members of the Jewish
community.  

Editorial Board members are Greg
Goldberg, Barbara Dab, Scott Rosenberg
and Bill Snyder. According the Boehm,
the Board members collectively represent
a broad cross-section of the Jewish com-
munity.  “Among the five members, we
each belong to a different local congrega-
tion, we have all served in leadership
positions with local Jewish agencies and
congregations, and we all have a broad
range of professional experience includ-
ing business and finance, public relations,
journalism and communications, medi-
cine and legal practice.” Boehm said. 

“I believe that our diversity will
bring great strength to the Editorial
Board,” Boehm noted. “We hold many
different viewpoints on the important
issues confronting our community but at
the same time we are all committed to a
strong, vibrant Jewish community and to
a newspaper that underscores and
reflects this commitment.”

Barbara Dab is the producer and host
of public affairs programming on WGFX
and WKDF in Nashville. She is also a
public relations consultant and vice pres-
ident of Communications Strategies.

Greg Goldberg served as senior
accounting analyst for Genworth
Financial in Brentwood. His previous
work was as an actuary. 

Scott Rosenberg has been Juvenile
Court of Davidson County magistrate
since 1998. Prior to that, he was spe-
cial assistant district attorney for
Davidson County.

Bill Snyder is senior science writer
with the Vanderbilt University Medical
Center Office of News and
Communications. Previously, he was a
health care and medicine reporter for
The Tennessean.

According to Ted Mayden, the pur-
pose of establishing the Editorial Board
and approving new guidelines is to
ensure balanced content in the
Observer that reflects the wide range of
viewpoints and diversity of Nashville’s
Jewish community.  

“As the primary publication of the
Federation, the Observer endeavors to
serve the entire Jewish community
which is in keeping with the Federation’s
goal of serving to educate and inform its
readership about issues and events of
interest locally, in Israel and worldwide.
The Editorial Board will allow us to
make sure that we’re getting the job
done,” Mayden said.

Mayden added, “I am very pleased
with the composition of the Editorial
Board and I am certain that their active
participation will have a positive impact
on the Observer, its readership and our
Jewish community.”

For more information regarding the
Observer, contact Judy Saks, Observer
editor, at judy@jewishnashville.org or
Mark S. Freedman, Observer publisher at
mark@jewishnashville.org. c

Boehm named chair of new Observer Editorial Board

Frank H. Boehm

N
ashville’s Jewish
Learning Institute (JLI)
will present the winter
semester of study, with
an all new course,
“Money Matters: Jewish

Business Ethics.” The six-session series,
accredited for nine CLE ethics credits,
begins on Feb. 1 and continues for five
additional Wednesdays.

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad
of Nashville will conduct the sessions at
7:30 p.m. at Chabad of Nashville, 142
Belle Forest Circle, in Bellevue.  

“The recent failures in the financial
industry have drastically changed the
way we think about business,” Tiechtel
explains. “At JLI, we deeply believe that
business should be a force for good, and
that’s why we’re presenting students with
timeless Talmudic insights into real-
world ethical dilemmas.”

Spanning a wide range of subjects,
Money Matters discusses the personal
ethics of bankruptcy and freeloading
asking questions such as: After pur-
chasing a ticket for a ball game, can
you move to an unoccupied, higher-

priced seat? If you ever have the
money are you morally obliged to
repay discharged debt? Questions
regarding topics in social ethics such
as living wages, insider trading, CEO
compensation, and collective bargain-
ing are also addressed.

“Markets need morals, and morals
are not made by markets. They are made
by schools, the media, custom, tradition,
religious leaders, moral role models and
the influence of people,” said the British
Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks, “Jewish ethics
has a long past and a massive resource of
wisdom. That is why courses such as JLI’s
Money Matters: Jewish Business Ethics
are so important.” 

The JLI course is designed to appeal
to people at all levels of Jewish knowl-
edge, including those without any prior
experience or background in Jewish
learning. All JLI courses are open to the
public. For information, call 615/480-
4731 or visit www.myJLI.com for regis-
tration and other course-related infor-
mation. JLI courses are presented in
Nashville in conjunction with Chabad
of Nashville. c

Course to address wisdom of the
ages on today’s economic crisis

THE OBSERVER EDITORIAL POLICY
(Approved by the Jewish Federation Board of Directors on 11-28-11)

The Observer is a publication of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. (the “Federation.”) In addition to its role as the official publication of the
Federation, the Observer also serves to educate and inform the Nashville Jewish commu-
nity about issues and events of interest that impact Jewish life locally, nationally in Israel
and throughout the world. 

The purpose of the Federation is to serve as the central voluntary communal organi-
zation of the Nashville Jewish community. Through its fund-raising, planning, and com-
munity relations efforts, either independently or in partnership with other Jewish organi-
zations, the Federation works to promote the general welfare, viability and cohesiveness
of the Jewish community of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and to ensure the continu-
ity of the Jewish people locally, in Israel, and around the world. 

Editorial control of The Observer is vested in (i) the Publisher of The Observer who
is the Executive Director of the Federation and (ii) the Editor of The Observer who is a
staff member of the Federation. 

Editorial policy related to the content of The Observer is overseen by an Editorial
Board whose Chairperson is appointed by the President of the Board of the Federation and
four members who are appointed by the Chairperson in consultation with the President
of the Board of the Federation.

As publisher of The Observer, the Federation invites members of the Jewish com-
munity and representatives of Jewish organizations to submit articles and/or letters to the
Editor that are of interest to the Jewish community by addressing issues of Jewish concern.  

The Publisher, the Editor and the Editorial Board of The Observer reserve judgment
over submitted articles, letters to the Editor and advertisements* pursuant to the follow-
ing guidelines:
1. Letters to the Editor will not be published if, in the reasonable opinion of The

Publisher or the Editor, such publication could expose the Federation to liability or are
contrary to the stated mission of the Federation and/or The Observer. 

2. Articles will not be published if, in the reasonable opinion of The Publisher or the
Editor, such publication could expose the Federation to liability or are contrary to the
stated mission of the Federation and/or The Observer. 

3. Articles and letters to the Editor should be free of personal attacks, maintain a civil
tone, and respect the privacy of individuals and the diversity of opinions in the Jewish
community. 

4. Advertisements will not be published if, in the reasonable opinion of the Publisher or
the Editor, such publication could expose the Federation to liability or are contrary to
the stated mission of the Federation and/or The Observer. 

5. Articles, letters to the Editor and advertisements submitted by individuals or on behalf
of organizations which are not a recognized part of the Jewish community of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee will generally not be published. National and international
Jewish organizations are considered to be a part of the Jewish community of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee.  

6. Articles and letters to the Editor on a topic which, in the opinion of the Publisher and
the Editor, have been adequately covered in previous editions will not be published. 

*Advertisements whose content are primarily commercial and of a non-policy related nature are
generally not subject to these guidelines.
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T
he Jewish Federations of
North America has
expressed strong condem-
nation of a recent wave of
religious extremism and
violence in Israel in a

statement, below, issued on Dec. 27.
The situation has been highlighted

in the media in recent days, which has
focused on the verbal abuse of an eight-
year-old girl in the city of Bet Shemesh,
by a group of ultra-Orthodox men. Other
issues have included the forced segrega-
tion of genders on some public bus routes
– despite the fact that the Israeli Supreme
Court has outlawed this practice – and
the unofficial ban on any female image in
advertising in some areas.

“Our movement includes Jewish peo-
ple from all streams and persuasions. Yet,
despite our differing backgrounds, we unite
today to strongly condemn, with one clear
and loud voice, all acts of violence, intim-
idation, coercion and extremism, especial-
ly those that are undertaken, incredibly, in
the name of Judaism,” said Jerry
Silverman, president and CEO of JFNA.
“We know that ‘deracheha darchei noam’
– the Torah’s paths are ways of peace. We
stand firmly and resolutely behind the
voices of reason and moderation in Bet
Shemesh and throughout Israel.”

As a result of significant media
attention in recent days, many members
of the Israeli government, including
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
have spoken out publicly to condemn
the extremist behavior. Similarly, the
police have stepped up efforts and made
a number of arrests.

“We applaud Prime Minister
Netanyahu and other members of the
government for their strong words con-
demning recent acts of extremism, and
urge the government and the Israeli
police to work hard to stamp out this
stain on Israeli society,” said Rebecca

Caspi, JFNA’s senior vice president for
Israel and Overseas.

Earlier today, thousands took to the
streets in Bet Shemesh to protest the acts
of extremism, drawing increased media
attention and scrutiny to the city. 

Michael Gelman, JFNA’s chair of
the Executive Committee of the Board
of Trustees, said, ”We reach out to the
Ultra Orthodox community, and in par-
ticular, their spiritual leaders. We plead
for them to break their silence and speak
out firmly and decisively. An act of this

Federations condemn extremism in Israel 
nature can help heal Israeli society and
restore their image as moral, upstanding,
Torah-abiding citizens.”

Stuart Kurlander, president of the
Jewish Federation of Greater
Washington, which has a relationship
with the Bet Shemesh/Mate Yehuda
Region through the Jewish Agency for
Israel’s Partnership Together program,
also condemned the recent violence,
intimidation and other extremist acts.
“We have been working in partnership
with the city of Bet Shemesh for 10 years

and have come to know the community
and its people very well. We stand with
the law-abiding population of Beit
Shemesh, and especially those groups
working at conciliation and moderation
in the city,” said Kurlander. “At the same
time, we urge Bet Shemesh’s mayor,
Moshe Abutbol, to put a stop to this reli-
gious extremism and violence, and help
to rebuild a harmonious and thriving
community.”  For more information,
please contact: Dani Wassner at
dani.wassner@jewishfederations.org. c

By Inbar Shaked

O
n Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa
Parks refused to leave her
bus seat in order to make
room for a white passen-
ger. Unknowingly, Park’s
act of defiance (and the

harsh arrest that followed) ignited a
struggle that ended racial segregation
in America.

Since then, the world has changed
and progressed, but lately it looks like
the world is taking a few steps backward.
Around the world we see religious
extremists fighting freedom and liberal-
ism and trying to take us back to differ-
ent darker days. As it happens with every
religion, it happens also in the Jewish
world and in the Jewish State of Israel.

The next Rosa Parks will need to get
on a bus in Mea’a Shearim or any other
ultra-Orthodox neighborhood in every
city in Israel, sit in the front part of the
bus and tell the driver she is not moving.
Not because she is African-American,
only because she is a woman.

During the past few years, some
ultra-Orthodox communities in Israel
have been fully separating men and
women. What started as a separation in
synagogues while praying and wearing
modest clothes, spread to situations in
which women are being pushed out of

public spaces and
the public eye.

A man and a
woman won’t be
seen together, it
doesn’t matter if
they are married or
brother and sister.
The voices of
singing women is

forbidden and even
young girls can’t dance in an official cere-
mony due to anxiety. I guess that in the
eyes of these Ultra Orthodox, kids are not
identified as pure and innocent. That’s
the only explanation as to why in Bet
Shemesh, an ultra-Orthodox man spat on
an 8-year-old girl, Naama Margolis, and
called her a whore for dressing “immod-
estly,” and she is religious! I don’t want to
think what could have happened if she
had been wearing shorts! 

Many Israelis, some of them from
the ultra-Orthodox community, are
protesting against this phenomenon that
may have started by trying to keep mod-
esty but developed into a defeatist claim
that a man can’t control his urges and
concentrate while being surrounded by
women. Are these men following
Mitzvah or have they just stopped using
their brains and started acting like any
other animal?

Is it the time for an Orthodox Rosa
Parks or has this whole situation maybe
got out of proportion? Should we let
every person live according to his own
beliefs even if they clash with the basic
values of democracy and pluralism that
we defend so badly? Can we tell a com-
munity how to act, even if they all
believe it should be done differently?
And last, is it our business to fix how
they live even when it doesn’t hurt us?

The problem is that it does hurt us!
The problem starts in the public spaces
when people’s lives are being controlled
by extremists, from both sides. Maybe all
we need to do is to respect and accept
each other and to learn how to live
together side by side. One side will keep
a certain modesty when around the
other, while the second side will stop
looking at women as sexual objects and
accept our right to be equal to men.

In the IDF, which is composed of a
people from a variety of lifestyles in
Israel, people are trying to find a solution
that will please both sides. On one side,
the IDF is operating special units which
allow religious soldiers go through their
entire service without seeing a woman
near them. This is the same organization

that allows and even encourages women
to be pilots, combat soldiers and any role
and rank they desire. 

The bipolarity has existed in the
IDF for several years, now having
reached a boiling point. What should
they do? Will the IDF choose full separa-
tion or integration?

In the last year we have witnessed a
few occasions where religious soldiers
decided to leave a ceremony knowingly
and deliberately, only because female
singers went on stage. In some radical
incidents, the singers were left to sing in
front of half empty halls. I know this
kind of situation personally; it happened
in my base in one of the ceremonies I
organized as an educational guide.   One
of my brigades was religious and they
decided to leave the ceremony, with a
permission from their commanders. 

The military decided that there will
be no separation, these soldiers’ feelings
will be taken into account, but the IDF
will keep its mixed and equal nature and
will continue bringing female singers to
perform in front of soldiers.

The question is, can the IDF do
that? Can it force soldiers to stay and lis-
ten even if it’s against their beliefs, as
radical as they are? And on the other
side, can it let these soldiers embarrass
female performers by leaving the second
they get on stage to sing?

Maimonides said that “one who
embarrasses another (such that blood
drains from their face) it’s as if they
killed them and spilled their blood.”

To refrain from embarrassing anoth-
er is an important Jewish value. Which
raises the question of what is more
important, to keep another person’s dig-
nity or to prevent women from singing?

In a country that put a former presi-
dent in prison for seven years for sexual
harassment of his workers, can we put on
blinders and think in a primitive way
that justifies this kind of behavior?

Just recently Yaffah Yarkoni, who
was known as “Israel’s War Singer,”  died
at 86. Yarkoni used to perform on so
many military bases during wars making
soldiers happier. She used to sing songs
of hope and peace. I can’t even imagine
how our society would look like if a sol-
dier in the 1970s walked out on one of
her performances. It did not happen at
the ’70s or in the ’60s; we can’t let it
happen in 2012! c

Inbar Shaked is the shlicha with the
Jewish Federation, bringing a personal view
of Israel to our community.

Does Israel need a Rosa Parks?

an Israeli’s view

Inbar Shaked
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letter
To the Editor:

J-Street President and founder
Jeremy Ben-Ami spoke recently in
Nashville at the Loews Vanderbilt
Hotel. While I would agree with Ben-
Ami's main point that Israel’s current sit-
uation is not sustainable, it is his pro-
posed solution to the situation with
which I disagree.

Absent from the presentation was
any acknowledgement that Israel does
not have a partner with whom it can
negotiate a two-state solution.  

How can Israel be expected to nego-
tiate with leaders committed to their
destruction?

Ben-Ami defines the conflict
between Israel and the Palestinians as
one of borders and territory. I see the
conflict not as much about Israel’s border
as it is about Israel’s very existence. 

During the question-and-answer ses-
sion, I had the opportunity to ask Ben-
Ami if there was any Palestinian leader
who would recognize Israel as a Jewish
state. To his credit, he acknowledged the
answer is no. He went on to say that that
is not, nor ever has been the goal, and
that it is up to Israel to determine its own
identity. Israel has done just that — it has
established itself as the sole democratic
state in the Mid-East surviving despite
repeated attacks from its neighbors and
even J Street which is working overtime
to diminish Israel’s much needed support.

Several European nations thought
they could determine their own identi-
ties in the 1930s. Their hostile neighbor
had other ideas. 

Jeremy Ben-Ami is to the pro-Israel
movement what Neville Chamberlain
was to the Allies prior to World War II.

Israel’s sovereignty has never been
respected by its hostile Arab neighbors.
The tiny Jewish nation only survived the
wars of 1948, 1967 and 1973 due to mili-
tary superiority; Just as the Allies were
able to survive the Nazis in World War II. 

J-Street does not have a monopoly
on the desire for peace in the Middle
East. Forcing an unsustainable solution
on Israel is unacceptable.  

If the path to peace involves a two-
state solution, the plan must be based on
reciprocal recognition; without which
peace will continue to be an impractica-
ble, elusive dream. 

Michael Dobrin

By Kathy Carlson

W
hat pops to mind
with the acronym
JAFI?  Aliyah, yes.
Rescues, of course.

JAFI also
stands for young

Israelis meeting their peers on American
college campuses and supports the
Reform and Conservative movements in
Israel.  And there’s much more, as Jewish
Federation of Nashville staff learned dur-
ing a recent session with Jewish Agency
for Israel representatives.

“JAFI is the one organization in the
Jewish world where everybody sits down to
address issues of overarching Jewish inter-
est,” said Fred Zimmerman, a Nashvillian
and member of JAFI’s board of governors.
Every year, Nashville community members’
gifts to Federation help support the work of
JAFI in Israel and around the world.

Federation Executive Director Mark
Freedman introduced Robin Levenston,
southern regional vice president with
JAFI, and Dusty Heist, its regional man-
ager of community and donor relations,
for a primer and update on the organiza-
tion that for more than 80 years has linked
the Jewish people worldwide and Israel.  

Levenston outlined a new program,
Project TEN (Tikkun Engagement
Network), for young adults who want to
provide Peace Corps-style service to others.
“This lets them do it Jewishly,” she said.
Project TEN will match Americans with
their Israeli counterparts from cities that
participate in JAFI’s Partnership2Gether or

JAFI innovates, extends reach among generations and around world
P2G program.  Service work will take place
in Gondar in Ethiopia, India and Brazil.
The goal is to launch the program in May.

JAFI will continue to work with peo-
ple who want to make aliyah and to keep
an eye on the world’s hot spots so it can act
quickly if Jews need to be rescued, she said.  

JAFI’s role in linking the Jewish
world and Israel goes both ways.  Just as
Israelis come to the Diaspora, particular-
ly the United States, as shlichim or emis-
saries, JAFI is teaching Israelis about the
Diaspora Jewish value of social activism,
Levenston said. There’s a focus on social
activism projects in the Negev and Galil.

Levenston also pointed out that JAFI

Chairman Natan Sharansky is a forceful
advocate for religious pluralism and that
JAFI is the largest supporter of the Reform
and Conservative movements in Israel.  

Heist talked about working with
local communities in the United States to
encourage those from age 13 to 35 to con-
nect with Israel.  In Nashville, for exam-
ple, the Get Connected teen trips build
on P2G programs in the Hadera-Eiron
region of northern Israel, with which
Nashville and other southeastern cities
are linked.  Community shlicha Inbar
Shaked, who is in Nashville through a
JAFI program, will help Nashville teens
prepare for this year’s trip. c
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By Kathy Carlson

M
ore than 60 people
turned out on Dec. 15
for a latke-flavored
Chanukah launch
party for the new
website for NowGen

Nashville, the spot for Jewish young
adults.  The site’s community sponsor is
Reliant Bank and can be found at now-
gennashville.org.

NowGen Nashville, formerly

known as the Young Adult Division of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville, offers
“a place to be a Jew and meet Jews,” the
website says.  The site publicizes upcom-
ing events so that the NowGen group –
in their twenties through about age 40
–can contribute to Jewish life and con-
nect with the Jewish community.

The site includes events for the cur-
rent month and next two months, along
with event descriptions, locator maps
and a link to RSVP to the event. 

There are photo galleries showcas-
ing past events and resources for those
new to Nashville, said Joel Abramson,
community engagement associate with
the Federation. The NowGen website
links to his twice-weekly blog and to
other sites of Jewish interest.

At nowgennashville.org, for exam-
ple, people can sign up for the Wed.,
Jan. 18, New to Nashville Social event
at Rumours Wine & Art Bar on 12th
Avenue South.  There’s also informa-
tion about “Noodle,” a free Israeli
movie at the GJCC on Sun., Jan. 15;
Our World’s Fair on Sun., Jan. 29;
Tzedakah Tzunday on Feb. 12; and, on
Sun., Feb. 26, the beginning of Mitzvah
Madness, an entire month of communi-
ty service and social justice, partnered
with some of the greatest community
organizations in Nashville.

So bookmark this site and join us on
Facebook.  You can also follow nowgen-
nashville on Twitter, join a LinkedIn
network, subscribe to RSS feeds and
contact NowGen at joel@jewish-
nashville.org. You’ll stay on top of all the
great possibilities NowGen Nashville is
cooking up. c

NowGen website launch draws Chanukah crowd

From left: Rob Taeedkashani, Jessica Leving, Jessie Stellini, Felicia Levine 

The group watches as the website is shown on the screen.

David Schwartz, a NowGen member, helped
design the site. Photos: Judy Saks
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1 out of every 8 
children under 
the age of 12 goes 
to bed hungry. 
Thanks to donors 
like you, this isn’t 
one of them.

Jewish Federation has a long track record of supporting innovative, ground-
breaking new programs that care for and feed the neediest among us.
It’s a successful strategy we apply to every issue we tackle. Whether promot-
ing Israel travel experiences, helping the unemployed live with dignity
or supporting families with special needs, together we do a world of good.
Donate. Volunteer. Make a difference today.

JewishFederations.org/AnnualCampaign 
facebook.com/jfederations   @jfederations

To learn more about doing a world of good, visit 
www.jewishnashville.org

From left: Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm, Chabad of Knoxville; Rabbi Shlomo Rothstein, Chabad of
Vanderbilt University; Rabbi Shaul Perlstein,  Chabad of Chatanooga; Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel,
Chabad of Nashville; Speaker of the House Beth Harwell; Tommy Bernard, president of Chabad
of Nashville; Governor Bill Haslam; and Rabbi Levi Klein,  Chabad of Memphis. 

Governor Bill Haslam lighting the State
Capitol Menorah

Governor and Speaker of the House light Capitol menorah

T
his year, for the first time
in Tennessee State history,
a sitting governor, Bill
Haslam, and the Speaker
of the House, Beth
Harwell, lit the State

Capitol Menorah. Rabbinical represen-
tatives from across the state were present
as well as Nashville rabbis and Jewish
community leadership, Tennessee
Senate and House members, and over
250 guests.

Chabad of Nashville, together with
all of the Chabad rabbis from across
Tennessee, presented the governor and
speaker with a menorah to place in their
offices in the Capitol.

Throughout the festival of
Chanukah, Chabad of Nashville hosted
six celebrations, including the lighting of
the Menorah with Mayor Karl Dean at
the Metro Courthouse, and the lighting
of the Menorah at the Jewish Heritage
Night at the Nashville Predators NHL
game in front of over 16,000 fans.

The score finally pulled even, com-
ing 5-5 in the third period. The air was
electric. Anticipation was high, and the
energy was intense. With eight seconds
left to the game, the Nashville Predators
scored a shot! The 6-5 score was a mod-
ern day Chanukah miracle. c

Community can
audit VU Jewish
Studies courses

T
he Jewish Studies
Department at Vanderbilt
invites community mem-
bers to audit several cours-
es including: 

Witnesses Who Were Not There:
Literature of the Children of Holocaust
taught by Adam Meyer at 9:10 a.m.,
Monday, Wednesday and Friday;

Introduction to Jewish Studies
taught by Adam Meyer at 9:30 a.m.,
Tuesday and Thursday;

The New Testament in Its Jewish
Contexts taught by A.J. Levine at 11:10
a.m., Monday, Wednesday and Friday;

Perspectives in Modern Jewish
History taught by Ari Joskowicz at 11
a.m., Tuesday and Thursday.

Issues in Rabbinic Literature taught
by Phillip Lieberman at 1:10 p.m.,
Monday and Wednesday; and

Is G-d Guilty? The Problem of Evil
in Judaism taught by  Martina Urban.

To register and for further informa-
tion, contact Lindsey Bunt at 322-5029
or Lindsey.bunt@vanderbilt.edu. c

The Observer
is now online!

You can find the latest issue, past
issues, plus streaming news updates
and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobserver
nashville.org

Now you have a choice:  
Read the print edition or read us online. 
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David Roberts 
Cell: 615-430-1598 

Office: 615-383-6600 
droberts@droberts.info  

2319 Crestmoor Rd. Nashville, TN 37215 

YOUR GUIDE TO FINE BUSINESSES 
AND SERVICES AROUND MUSIC CITY.
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, 
THEY’RE THE BEST!

615.356.3242 EXT. 299
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LISA SPILLER
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2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills Belle Meade Jewelry & Repair
Rings Sized, Jewelry Repaired While U Wait

Platinum • 14k • 18k • Watch Batteries & Repair
Sterling Silver • Prong Rebuilding • Appraisals

Eyeglass Repair • Antique Restoration

Scott Isaacs - Owner
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4522 Harding Road

Bellemeadejewelry.com                                    615-269-3288
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Phone and Fax 615.646.7765

Tgregorydesign@comcast.net

C
alling all campers . . . 

What was it about
those weeks spent sum-
mer after summer that
inspired your connection
to Judaism? Was it the

spirited singing in the dining hall after
dinner or the Havdalah service on the
edge of the lake at sunset? Many enrich-
ing experiences can occur at Jewish sum-
mer camps. It is about creating commu-
nity for life, not just for a summer.

Year after year our children return
home from camp filled with stories,
memories, renewed friendships and new
friendships. For many of our children it
could be the first time that they are sur-
rounded by all things Jewish. Overnight
Jewish camping is the best way to intro-
duce our children to the joy and celebra-
tion of the Jewish traditions.

The Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee realizes the
importance of building Jewish life and
makes available on a need basis financial
assistance for students to attend Jewish
summer camps. If you know of someone
who could benefit from this information,
please share it. To request information
on summer camp opportunities or for a
scholarship application,  contact
Vanessa Leibowitz at the Jewish

Federation office, 356-3242, ext, 224, or
by email, vanessa@jewishnashville.org.
All inquiries are confidental.
Applications submission deadline is
Wed., Feb. 29.

Does the Teen Israel Experience
make a difference?

You bet it does! Over 30 years of
research on the impact of the Israel
Experience has shown that teens are at
a critical time of development when
they are shaping their patterns of adult
Jewish identity and loyalties. An Israel
program can enhance or complement a
formal Jewish education.  It can also
affect those who may have been
deprived of a rich Jewish life. Positive
moments and memories are central fac-
tors in the development of affirming
group identification. The purpose is to
strengthen Jewish identity.

The next generation’s commit-
ment to the Jewish people can be great-
ly affected by the experience of being
in Israel as a teen. The Jewish
Federation of Nashville realizes this
benefit and encourages families to con-
sider sending their young people to
Israel by offering incentive grants.
These grants are available to 8th-12th
graders through the Mary & Harry
Zimmerman Youth Exchange
Endowment Fund. Programs that may
qualify for partial scholarship grants
include March of the Living, JCC
Maccabi Xperience, NFTY, Ramah,
USY, Volunteers for Israel, High
School in Israel and BBYO.  

For information or to request an
application, contact Vanessa Leibowitz
at the Jewish Federation office, 345-
1624, or by email at vanessa@jewish-
nashville.org. Please share this article
with any teen who may be considering a
trip. Don’t wait, there is a strict deadline
for applying. c

Federation offers financial assistance
for summer camp or Israel programs

By Kathy Carlson

N
ow in her fourth month
as West End
Synagogue’s cantor, for-
mer New Yorker
Marcia Lane is getting
used to Nashville.  She

checked out the Parthenon, joined
Cheekwood and on Dec. 22, sang the
national anthem for the Nashville
Predators’ Jewish Heritage Night at the
Bridgestone Arena.

“It was unbelievably cool,” she says.
Plus, the Preds pulled out a victory in the
game’s final seconds.

Lane brings to Nashville a wealth of
experiences in the arts and in Jewish
communal life, a blend of theater, story-
telling, education, administration,
Jewish studies and music.

When she learned about the open-
ing for a cantor at West End, she went
online to learn more about Nashville, a
place she had never visited despite two
cross-country tours of the United States
as a professional storyteller.  Lane and
West End Rabbi Kliel Rose knew each
other through Congregation B’nai
Jeshurun in New York, where Lane was a
member and where Rose had served as a
senior rabbinical student on a fellowship.

Lane initially interviewed with West
End on Skype and then interviewed in
person at the end of July, including
Shabbat.  “I did everything for three
days,” she says.  There was davening,
Torah reading, teaching, taking ques-
tions, meeting congregants.  “I found the
most lovely and gracious people.”

Her toughest challenge that week-
end?  Working with preschoolers, she
says.  Lane knew that the interaction was
important because “West End is commit-
ted to making families with very young
children feel comfortable.”

West End member Abby Sparks was
there that day with son Sammy, 3, and
daughter Zoe, now 7 months old. “It was
wonderful,” she says.  Lane told a story
that involved songs.  She played guitar
and the children sang along.  Many of
the children were between ages 2 and 4.
“It was really telling,” she says.  “... It’s
hard to hold their attention.  They were
really locked in and engaged.”

The weekend offered a great intro-
duction to Lane, says Sparks, who current-

ly takes Lane’s weekly Torah reading class.
When West End offered Lane the

position, she accepted and has been in
Nashville since the High Holidays.

Lane enjoyed careers in the arts and
with nonprofit organizations before
working in Jewish congregational life.  A
native of Waterbury, Conn., she studied
theater at Carnegie-Mellon University
and spent five years in London training
as an actress and working in theater.  

Returning to the United States, she
settled in New York.  She joined a gov-
ernment-funded acting project and per-
formed in regional and off-Broadway
theaters.  At the same time, people asked
Lane to do storytelling, which then
became her focus.

She made a successful proposal to
Amtrak to create the Amtrak Storytelling
Odyssey and toured the United States
twice, performing not only on the train
for passengers but also in libraries, book-
stores, children’s hospitals and more.  

That led to work in arts education.
Lane became assistant director of educa-
tion at Carnegie Hall, and her next step
was to become director of the New York
City Schools Volunteer Program,
through which volunteers helped
enhance educational opportunities for

public school students.
She was also becoming more

involved in synagogue life at B’nai
Jeshurun.  When someone told her she
ought to be a cantor, her first reaction
was, “That’s crazy,” she says.  “The more
I thought about it, the more it seemed
the logical next thing to do.”

She changed jobs again to accom-
modate cantorial studies, joining
DOROT USA, a nonprofit through
which people of many generations work
to help elderly people.  She ran a pro-
gram that paired elders and children
from about age 4 or 5 to bar and bat mitz-
vah age, along their parents.  A family
would visit an elderly person, chatting,
sharing food, getting to know one anoth-
er.  The experience with DOROT “gave
me the range of working with different
generations,” Lane says.

Lane is continuing rabbinic studies
at the Academy for Jewish Religion, the
nondenominational school where she
studied to become a cantor. “I love the
learning,” she says. “Give me something
cool and new to do – I’ll do it.”

In Nashville, she’s still getting the
lay of the land in a town where street
names seem to spontaneously change in
the course of a block.  And she’s plunged
into life at West End, telling stories to
youngsters, creating music, working with
seniors and spearheading a new commu-
nitywide program called Shabbat
Calling, funded through the Jewish
Federation of Nashville.  

“I want to support the goals of the
synagogue: beautiful, meaningful and
inclusive davening and music that brings
people together in meaningful ways,”
Lane says. c

Actress, storyteller, now WES Cantor Lane

Marcia Lane



Was there 
something special,  

heartwarming,  
funny about 

your simcha?
Please let us know about your bar/bat mitzvah,
wedding, anniversary, etc., and we will share it 

with the community in

Simchas and 
Celebration Issue

January 20, 2012

Please limit your submission to 300 words 
and send it to

judy@jewishnashville.org 
with “special simchas” in the subject line.
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Free Estimates    
Ken & Annette Lewis -owners 

est. 1989

Great Referrals
615-594-1960

Packing Express
Custom Packing / Unpacking Services

Moving?  Need Help Packing?

B’nai mitzvah
Cooper Bryant Skeie will be called

to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on Sat., Jan.
14, at 10:30 a.m. at
Congregation Micah.
He is the son of Julie
and Peter Skeie. His
grandparents are Dr.
William and Ann Sriro
of Scottsdale, Ariz., and
The Rev. Thoralf and
Audrey Skeie of Hutchinson, Minn.

A freshman at Hume Fogg High
School, his favorite subjects are math
and art. Cooper is an excellent athlete.
He plays soccer for the Harpeth
Football Club and also loves to snow
ski, water ski, golf, and skateboard.
Cooper has been playing piano since he
was six. He enjoys visits from his
cousins from Minnesota, North Dakota,
and Indonesia. Cooper and his brothers
and sister have been instrumental in
making Galuak, our adopted Lost Boy
from Sudan, feel like family. Cooper’s
philanthropic project benefits
Nashville’s Oasis House.

Wyatt Jude Skeie will be called to
the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on Sat., Jan.
14, at 10:30 a.m. at
Congregation Micah.
He is the son of Julie
and Peter Skeie. His
grandparents are Dr.
William and Ann Sriro
of Scottsdale, AZ and
The Rev. Thoralf and
Audrey Skeie of Hutchinson, MN.

A seventh grader at Bellevue
Middle School,  he is an honor roll stu-
dent. He plays the tuba in the Bellevue
Middle School Symphonic Band. He
also plays piano. Wyatt plays soccer for
the Harpeth Football Club as well as
hockey at Centennial Sportsplex. His
favorite subject is English. He is an

avid reader. Wyatt loves to travel; he
also loves snowboarding, the outdoors,
bike riding, and hanging out with
friends. He is a strong role model for his
younger siblings. Wyatt and his broth-
ers and sister have been instrumental in
making Galuak, our adopted Lost Boy
from Sudan, feel like family. Wyatt’s
charitable project is with the Charles
Davis Foundation which uses sports to
give opportunities to underprivileged
young people. 

Professional notes
On Dec. 1, 2011, Ilissa Gold was

sworn into the California Bar after suc-
cessfully passing the California Bar
Exam. She is the daughter of Cindee and
Michael Gold.

Nashville attorney Marlene Eskind
Moses, founder and
manager of Moses
Townsend & Russ
PLLC, has been named
one of the Top 50
Women Lawyers and
one of the Top 100
Lawyers in the 2011
listing of Mid-South
Super Lawyers.  Moses,
who currently serves as vice president on
the Board of the International Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers, has been recog-
nized by Mid-South Super Lawyers for
her family law practice since 2006. 

Sympathy  
. . . to the family of Janna Bernheim

Bernstein who died  peacefully in
Memphis, Tenn., on Dec. 24, 2011.
Janna is remembered by her children:
Rachel and Geoff Kannady, Claire
Bernstein, and Ruth Bernstein, her
grandchildren: Anna, Jonas, and Melissa
Jane; her brothers, Rick and David
Bernheim; and her father, Bert
Bernheim, as well as Buddy and Michelle
Bernstein. Janna died as she lived, with
love and kindness. Donations can be
made to the Artists in Residence
Program through Memphis City Schools
and the Memphis Arts Council. 

. . . to the family of John Marshall
Rothberg,  68, of Nashville who died Dec.
23, 2011. Preceded in death by his parents,
Abe and Elaine. Survived by his son,
Nicholas (Lauren); grandchildren, Jack and

Sophia; brothers, James and Richard; other
family aunt, cousins, niece and nephew.
Donations may be made to Gilda's Club of
Nashville, 1707 Division Street, Nashville
TN 37203, (615) 329-1124. 

Cooper Bryant
Skeie 

Wyatt Jude
Skeie 

Marlene Eskind
Moses

D
avid Mendelsohn, Ph.D.,
will speak on “Arab
Citizens of Israel: Search
for Identity and Equality
in a Jewish Homeland,”
on Thurs., Jan. 19, at 7

p.m., in the second floor classroom, 4525
Harding Rd. in the Belle Meade Office
Park across from Kroger.

He is the academic director of Givat
Haviva Institute in Israel. His areas of
expertise include Islamic studies, history
and culture of Arabs with Israeli citizen-
ship, Bedouin Law and the relationship
between language and culture in Arab
Israeli circles. Mendelsohn has extensive
family in Nashville.

Mendelsohn to speak about
Arab citizens of Israel

Givat Haviva is an educational
institute that aims to build an inclusive,
socially cohesive society in Israel by
engaging divided communities in collec-
tive action toward the advancement of a
sustainable, thriving Israeli democracy,
mutual responsibility, civic equality and
a shared vision of the future. It was
founded in 1949 by the Kibbutz
Federation in Israel.  A leader in its field,
Givat Haviva was awarded the
UNESCO Prize for Peace Education in
2001, for its longstanding work in pro-
moting Jewish-Arab dialogue and recon-
ciliation.

This J Street Nashville event is free
and open to the public.c

I
n January, the work of Juliana
Ericson, Jasmine Cheri and Nancy
Johnson is featured in the GJCC gal-
leries.  The exhibit opening and
reception will be Thurs., Jan. 12,
from 7 – 9 p.m. Cindy David Jewelry

will also be on hand during the reception. 
Ericson’s series of paintings show

Nashville’s historic buildings with a con-
temporary flair. 

Johnson, a native of Nashville and
Vanderbilt graduate, presents digitally

printed art which projects a sense of
peace, beauty and order.

Cheri’s paintings and jewelry
designs combine the geometric with the
more natural and organic elements. She
combines striking colors and contrasting
shapes to create an almost dreamy, ethe-
real expression

For more information on this and
other exhibits, call Carrie Mills at the
GJCC, 356-7170, or contact her via
email at carrie@nashvillejcc.org. c

GJCC galleries feature works
by Ericson, Cheri, Johnson
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203
Throughout the United States

and in many parts of the world,
there is a concerted effort to

delegitimze the State of Israel. One of
the tactics being used is a boycott of
Israeli products. This action has been
seen in several locations in our country.

In an effort to counter that boycott
and support Israel, many Jewish com-
munities and organizations have urged
Americans to buy Israeli products. The
Community Relations Committee of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
The Observer want to make it easier for
Nashvillians to find Israeli-made goods
by publishing a list of the products and
where to find them, locally.

We need your help. If you know of
available products and the stores that
carry them, email that information to
judy@jewishnashville.org. Food, cloth-
ing, jewelry, wine, etc., whatever you
have found, please share it with our
community.

See the updated list, below and
send your additions to judy@jewish-
nashville.org or call 354-1637.

Israeli silver jewelry - 
area TJMaxx stores

Geffen Pickles – Belle Meade 
Kroger

Sabra Hummus and dips – area 
grocery stores and Costco

Eden Feta Cheese – Trader Joe’s
Dorot frozen garlic and herbs – 

Trader Joe’s
Telma products – Publix
Moroccan Hair Oil treatment – 

Cosmetics Market
Sweet Clementines (oranges) – 

Costco
Cedars Halva – Whole Foods 

refrigerated section
Streit’s Quinoa and Israeli 

Couscous – Harris Teeter
Jaffa Oranges – Publix
Muscato wine by Golan Wineries –

Bud’s Wine and Liquor, 
Green Hills

Carries musical instruments made 
in Israel – Gymboree Play & 
Music, Cool Springs

Yehuda Yahrzeit candles – Whole 
Foods  

Yehuda matzos – Kroger
Yehuda and Aviv matzo products –

Whole Foods
Cosmetics found at Target:

Equate 3 Micro Remodeling 
Cream

Daily Regenerating Serum
Eye Lifting Serum
My Time Firming Cream

Naot shoes and sandals – Cute and
Comfy Shoes, Green Hills

Buy
Israel!

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.

around the town
Israeli dancing

The Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers
meet every Monday evening at the
Schulman Center for Jewish Life (across
from Memorial Gym) at Vanderbilt
University. Warm-up and beginners
dances are from 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Intermediate-advanced dancing and
requests are from 8:30-10. Stay for all or
part of the time, and attend any or all of
the sessions. No previous dance experi-
ence is required. Everyone is welcome.
For more information  contact: Carol
Rubin 352-9447 (Carol.Rubin@vander-
bilt.edu) or Sharon Morrow 662-4881
(smorrow@wswcpasnashville.com) or
visit our website at  www.vanderbilt.edu/
israelidance/ 

Temple hosts
Harvey Sperling

The Temple’s Further. Your. Interest.
(FYI) Luncheon on Wed., Jan. 18, at
noon features Harvey Sperling speaking
on “Responding to the Educational
Crisis: The School for Science and Math
at Vanderbilt University.” Sperling is the
former director of University School of
Nashville, recent educational officer for
the Frist Foundation, and currently edu-
cational consultant at the Vanderbilt
Center for Science Outreach. The pro-
gram is open to the community. There is
a charge for lunch and reservations are
required by Jan. 16. For information, call
The Temple at 352-7620.

Amy-Jill Levine
gives talks at Temple

Professor Amy-Jill Levine will speak
on three consecutive Tuesdays in January
at The Temple. She is University
Professor of New Testament & Jewish
Studies at Vanderbilt University. This
year’s topic is “The Bible and Civility:
Listening to Multiple Voices.” Co-spon-
sored by West End Synagogue, the week-
ly lectures will be held at Temple on the
following Tuesdays at 7 p.m.: January 17
— The Bible and the State; January 24
— The Bible in Politics; January 31  —
The Bible and Homosexuality. The ses-
sions are open to the community.

At The Temple 
with Rami Shapiro

The Temple is hosting Rabbi Rami
Shapiro on two consecutive Sunday morn-
ings, Jan. 22 and 29 at 9:30, for an Adult
Education series titled “Seek My Face:
Jewish Meditation Practices for Meeting
God and Being Godly.” Like almost all reli-
gions, Judaism has its public and private
faces. The public face focuses on mitzvot
and communal worship. The private face
focuses on your personal encounter with
the Divine. In this two-seminar series
Rabbi Rami will introduce several Jewish
meditation practices — chanting the 13
Attributes of God, reciting the Sh’ma, and
isolating oneself with God — and help
attendees design their own Jewish practice
for God-encounter. Everyone is invited.

W
est End Synagogue
and the Vanderbilt
University Jewish
Studies Program
are sponsoring
“Jewish Life in the

Modern World,” a series of lectures on
five consecutive Sundays beginning Jan.
15, from 10:45-Noon.

On Jan. 15, Matthew Ramsey, asso-
ciate professor of history and director of
graduate studies at Vanderbilt, will speak
on “Jewish and the Enlightenment: The
French Revolution and Beyond.”

On Jan. 22, Barbara Hahn, distin-
guished professor of German and Slavic
Languages at Vanderbilt, will address
“Jewish Women in the German
Enlightenment.”

On Jan. 29, Nina Warnke, executive

director, Vanderbilt Visions and
Commons, assistant professor of
European studies and Jewish studies, will
speak on “Shylock Re-Imagined: Yiddish
Performances since the Haskalah.”

On Feb. 5, Julia Cohen, assistant
professor of Jewish studies, assistant pro-
fessor of modern Jewish history and assis-
tant professor of history at Vanderbilt
will talk about “Jews in the Late
Ottoman Empire: Greece and Turkey.

On Feb. 12, Gary Gerstle, James G.
Stahlman Professor of American History
and professor of political science at
Vanderbilt will address “New York’s
Jewish Immigrant Communities.”

All lectures will take place at West
End Synagogue and are free and open to
the community. For information, call
269-4592 or visit www.westendsyn.org. c

West End and VU to present 
‘Jewish Life in the Modern World’

T
he Gordon Jewish Com-
munity Center announces
its Inaugural Winter
Classic Basketball Tourn-
ament & Carnival to be
held January 14 and 15.

This will be a double elimination tourna-
ment, with each team being guaranteed to
play a minimum of two games. The tour-
nament format will be four-on-four play,
with two 20-minute running clock halves.

There will be an opening ceremony
on Saturday followed by  first round play
and continue to Sunday with the
remaining rounds of play. A family car-
nival will be held in conjunction with
the tournament. 

The goal is to bring multiple com-
munities together; to raise awareness in

surrounding areas in an effort to offer
youth a place to participate in sports; to
allow families to enjoy time together
while cheering on other family members;
and to act as a fundraiser to help contin-
ually update the GJCC gymnasium to
provide the best place for youth and
adults alike to participate in their
favorite court sports.

The Winter Classic will be limited
to the first eight teams to register.  Each
team can have a maximum of five play-
ers. The winners of the two-day tourna-
ment will be awarded the Inaugural
Winter Classic Trophy in an award cere-
mony. There will also be player awards.

For more information, contact
Blayne Lipman at blayne@nashville-
jcc.org or at 615/356-7170. c

GJCC Announces First Annual Winter Classic
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances

Custom Kitchens and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

For discount, mention this ad. 
99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 

615-354-8011
www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

119 McGrew Street, Suite A
Shelbyville, TN 37160

931-680-2771
www.familystaffing.com

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, D.D.S., M.S.

Specialist in Orthodontics Diplomate,
American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
Nashville, TN 37215 • Ph. 269-5903

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE
FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)

Synergy Realty
C. 615.351.7333

PATRICIA STRAUS, Broker,
MBA, CRS, ABR

2009 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD
TOP SALES PERSON RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE, THE CITY PAPER
Fridrich & Clark Realty
www.PatriciaStraus.com

615.263.4800 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

pstraus@realtracs.com

REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.

Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

Alan Sissel  646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HEATING AND COOLING
24 HOUR HEATING AND COOLING

Semi-Annual Cleaning $44.95
“Double Comfort Guarantee”

against same unit repairs until next
required maintenance*

Jon Rich, Gen. Mgr. (615) 669-1AIR
www.24hrair.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
GOINS CUSTOM DESIGN

Painting - Drywall - Wallpapter
Interior Exterior Commercial Residential

615-485-3141 Teresa Goins-Brim
Insured * Excellent Community References

"Sometime the best man for the job 
is a woman"

YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 
Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 

Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum

CLU - REBC - RHU - CLTC
Ruth Alexander

Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 
Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 

214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251
Brentwood, TN 37027

Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Pattie Bowling
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,

Long Term Care
212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 
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to hit the
stands soon

Be sure to be a part 
of this annual issue.

Deadline for ads is 
January 15, 2012

Contact Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
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Persian Gulf tensions mount as U.S. engages Israel on Iran
Continued from page 1
countries are headed down that road in
“slow motion.”

“Don’t underestimate what the
Americans have been saying,” he said,
referring to the longstanding U.S. line
that all options for dealing with Iran are
on the table.

Stephen Rademaker, a former top
nuclear arms negotiator in the adminis-
tration of President George W. Bush,
said the blowback Iran would suffer for
shutting down the strait suggests that
Sayyari was bluffing. “It would be
extremely difficult for them to close the
strait for more than a brief period of
time,” said Rademaker, now a principal
at the Podesta Group, a lobbying shop
and think tank. “The U.S. Navy knows
how to keep waterways open.”

The resultant war also would give
the U.S. a pretext to attack suspected
Iranian nuclear sites, he said.

Anthony Cordesman, a former sen-
ior U.S. defense intelligence analyst who
is now at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, wrote that the real
threat was not the shutting of the strait
— itself an act of war — but of “much
lower level attacks which could sharply
raise the risk to Gulf shipping.”

Edwin Black, a historian who has writ-
ten extensively on the Gulf and oil sup-
plies, said the effects of any action in the
vicinity of the strait would be far reaching.

“Any conflict in the Persian Gulf
would not be limited to the waterways,”
Black said. “All they have to do is lob a
few medium-range missiles at Abqaiq,” a
processing plant in Saudi Arabia “or at
Ras Tanura,” a terminal on the coast, “or
on the strait,” where shipping lanes are
just two miles wide, “and they can take
out 70 percent of Saudi exports.”

Iran also is flexing its military mus-

cles. On Dec. 30, Iran announced that it
would fire long-range missiles during a
weekend naval drill in the Gulf. The
aggressive posture from Iran comes in the
wake of the Obama administration’s
increased determination to cut off Iran’s
economy as a means of shutting down its
nuclear program — and its strenuous
efforts to convince Israel’s government
that is serious about doing so.

At the most recent U.S.-Israel
strategic dialogue on Dec. 1, the U.S.
side, led by Deputy Secretary of State
William Burns, laid out a detailed plan
to accumulate international sanctions
against Iran over the next few months.
The Americans said their efforts could
force Iran to back down from progressing
on its suspected nuclear weapons plan or
even precipitate regime change.

The plan involves two tracks:

aggressive diplomacy engaging states
that buy Iranian oil to stop doing so
along with lining up other nations —
Saudi Arabia, Libya and Iraq were
named — to compensate for the estimat-
ed 2 million barrels a day that Iran’s iso-
lation would cost the world’s oil markets.

The plan targets, among others,
Iran’s Central Bank and its energy sector,
and is aimed at squeezing the economy of
Iran full force by March, when the
International Atomic Energy Agency
board next meets and when a new report
on Iran’s nuclear weapons capacity is
expected to be more damning than ever.
Such reports in the past have triggered
intensified international sanctions.

The Israelis at the meeting, led by
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon,
seemed persuaded that the plan had a
strong chance of rolling back Iran’s

Rabbi Rami Shapiro speaks at the Rutherford County Chavurah Chanukah Shabbat in
December. Listening are Harriet Schiftan, Jewish Federation of Nashville planning
director, and Inbar Shaked, Federation shlicha. The Federation Annual Campaign helps
fund the Rutherford Chavurah.

By Elise Straus

W
e’re so fortunate to
have our three
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,
Dillon Aronoff
and Anna Straus
7, and Lexi Straus

5, living here in Nashville.  We’re able to
spend quality time with them – whether
it’s playing games, baking cookies, or cel-
ebrating the holidays together. We, like
many others, are surrounded by plenty of
books, toys and games, so it’s easy to take
for granted some of the basic necessities
(like food and clothing) that many fam-
ilies struggle to obtain.

Three years ago I wanted to rein-
force the mitzvah of Tzedakah – charita-
ble giving – that Dillon, Anna and Lexi
practice at home and Sunday school.  I
wanted them to understand that there
are less fortunate families and how
important it is to help, especially during
the holidays.  That year (2009), I called
JFS to see if there were any Jewish fami-
lies we could help for Chanukah, but
(fortunately) all those families had been
taken care of. I then spoke to Vanderbilt
Children’s Hospital and took Dillon,
Anna and Lexi shopping for art supplies

and games to deliver to children in the
hospital during the holiday season.

The following year, JFS told us there
were Jewish families we could help for
Chanukah.  I requested families with
children around the same ages as Dillon,
Anna and Lexi, thinking that they would
be able to relate better when choosing
gifts.  I took my grandchildren shopping
to pick out needed basic items for those
families such as clothing and shoes, as
well as fun items like toys and books. 

Then, we all went to JFS together to
deliver the gifts that would bring joy into
some children’s lives.  In 2011, I took
Dillon, Anna and Lexi shopping again to
help select the gifts and deliver them to
JFS.  In our two years participating in
this program we have bought gifts rang-
ing from sweatpants and a warm winter
coat, to a science lab kit and a dippin’
dots maker.

Our family has been involved with
JFS for many years, with my son-in-law,
Dan Aronoff, (aka Dillon’s dad) having
served on the JFS board, worked on the
search committee for the JFS executive
director and led job networking groups.
My sister-in-law, Julie Neaderthal, is a
past president of JFS, and the family has
participated in helping with the Kosher
Food Boxes.

When asked what the JFS
Chanukah gift program means to them,
Dillon, Anna and Lexi all agree that “it’s
good to help people so they can celebrate
Chanukah too!” c

Teaching the grandchildren about
tzedakah with Jewish Family Service

Back, from left: Elise Straus and Laurie
Aronoff. Front, from left: Anna Straus, Lexi
Straus and Dillon Aronoff.

nuclear plans, according to officials who
attended. They agreed with American
caveats that sanctions must not be rushed.

“The worst thing would be to impose
sanctions too soon, and then to have the
price of oil go up and Iran profits,” one
Israeli at the meeting was quoted as saying.  

That reaction would have been a
political and diplomatic triumph for the
Obama administration — Israeli officials
effectively were embracing a more mod-
erate line than Congress, which in the
following days passed a law calling for
sanctions on the Central Bank to kick in
almost immediately.

Except it didn’t apparently “take” in
Jerusalem — Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu continued to press for a more
immediate ratcheting-up of pressure on
Iran, in part by hinting that Israel might
take action alone. c


