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Meets its 
Match Goal

The Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville 

and Middle Tennessee is pleased 
to announce that we have raised 
the necessary $144,000 in new and 
increased gifts and have earned the 
full $72,000 available to Nashville 
from the Jewish Federations of North 
America Human Services Relief 
Matching Fund.  Thank you to our 
donors and supporters for helping to 
make much needed services avail-
able to our community.  •

As you may know, there have been 
a series of incidents in recent years 

involving people who are not part of the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
(UTK) community coming onto campus 
and painting antisemitic messages on 
“The Rock”. The issue in pursuing these 
incidents is that it currently is not a 
violation of university or city policy for 
anyone to paint a message on the rock.  
Jewish (and other) students have raised 
concerns about the threatening messag-
es that have appeared there, and they 
are calling on the university’s Board of 
trustees to change the policy so that only 
members of the university community are 
allowed to utilize The Rock.

Hillel at UTK has been in touch with 
our Federation to ask for support from the 
Nashville Jewish community in this regard.  
Please join me in signing the online peti-
tion through the QR code below.

Thank you,
Steven Hirsch
President 

From the President…

By BARBARA DAB

This year’s, “Mission Possible,” is 
going global.  In a departure from 

the annual bus trip through Nashville’s 
Jewish community, the 2021 Mission 
will allow participants to tour the world 
from the comfort of home.  The annu-
al event, sponsored by The Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, will 
take visitors on a tour of The Jewish 
Federation’s work in Russia/the Former 
Soviet Union, Argentina and Cuba, with 
a final stop in Israel. The hour-long 
Zoom Mission is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 31 at 11:00am.  Participants 
will choose between the three featured 
countries and will receive destination 
inspired treats, drinks, and special trin-
kets curated and delivered in advance in 
a customized carry-on bag.  The Mission 
kicks off with a welcome before, “jet-
ting,” off to one of the various chosen 
destinations.  The Federation’s President, 
Steven Hirsch, encourages everyone in 
the community to participate, “This 
year’s Mission Possible will, for the first 
time, take donors outside the confines 
of our Nashville community and provide 
insight into the  critical work that we 
support in Israel and for Jews in need 

wherever in the world they may be.”
Response to the COVID19 pandemic 

is the highlight of the Argentina visit 
where travelers will learn about the 
American Joint Distribution Committee’s 
(JDC) lifesaving emergency work and 
learn how the Jewish community in the 
country is meeting the ongoing needs.  
In Cuba, the focus is on the region’s 
history and efforts by the local Jewish 
community to keep Judaism alive in 
the midst of unimaginable challenges.  
Russia/the Former Soviet Union is 
home to the world’s most vulnerable 
Jews.  Visitors will see, first-hand, the 
lifesaving humanitarian work of the JDC 
and meet the teens and young adults 
building a Jewish future and ensuring the 
community’s needs are met during these 
difficult times.  

Next on the itinerary, everyone will 
visit Israel to experience one of these 
amazing programs:  At the Jewish Agency 
for Israel’s Amigour Senior Housing 
facility, home to 7,500 Israelis, including 
Holocaust survivors, residents live 
independently, yet remain connected, 
thanks to unique cultural and social 
services which preserve memories and 
foster joy.  At the Ethiopian National 
Project SPACE Program, Ethiopian 
Israeli teens participate in an after-school 

Mission Possible 2021 Takes a Virtual Global Tour
mentoring program.  And in Hadera, 
visit the home of the Partnership2Gether 
program in the Hadera-Eiron region.  
The partnership is a joint program that 
creates people-to-people relationships 
between Israelis in the region and Jews 
in Nashville and ten other communities 
in the Southeastern US and the Jewish 
community of Prague in the Czech 
Republic.  In Hadera, there will also be a 
visit to the Young Adult Center, a place 
that focuses on the personal, cultural and 
entrepreneurial development of Hadera’s 
young people.

The annual Mission Possible has 
become a highlight of The Jewish 
Federation’s programming.  It offers folks 
the opportunity to take a deep dive into 
the programs and work of the Federation 
and its agencies and this year is unlike 
any other. Carolyn Hyatt, Financial 
Resource Development Officer for The 
Jewish Federation says this year’s Mission 
is more important than ever, “Even 
during these distant times we are always 
looking for ways to keep our community 
connected. While we can’t go on any 
real overseas trips this year, the Virtual 
Mission Possible will bring Nashville 
together in new and inspiring ways.  It is 
a one-hour trip across the globe that no 
one should miss.” •

By BARBARA DAB

The COVID19 pandemic continues 
on and healthcare workers and other 

first responders in Nashville are pushed 
to their limits in the battle to care for 
and protect the community.  Thanks to a 

Jewish Federation Provides Meals to Front Line Workers 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center COVID ICU staff receive hot meals during their 
shifts

Continued on page 2
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TUESDAY,  
JANUARY 19TH
9:00AM-11:00AM  

All are invited as we join 
virtually to work together 
to further the inclusion 
agenda of our community.

Register at bit.ly/3qLXmj6 or by emailing  
Adam Bronstone at Adam@jewishnashville.org.

• Help develop new ideas to 
become a more welcoming 
and inclusive community

• Join intimate breakout 
discussions 

• Hear first-hand stories from 
community members 

• Celebrate achievements

INCLUSION 
WORKSHOP

Let us know if additional accommodation is needed. 

By BARBARA DAB

Sometimes change occurs with a bang 
and sometimes it occurs slowly, over 

time in quiet conversation or a shared 
meal.  The changing relationship between 
Nashville’s Jewish and Muslim communi-
ties has been of the slower variety, build-
ing over the last dozen years, evolving 
into a group that calls itself, “Circle of 
Friends.”  The group initially grew out of 
a relationship between two people, Avi 
Poster and Abdelghani Barre.  Each had 
been involved in assisting immigrants and 
refugees resettle in the region and as they 
continued their work, Avi suggested a get 
together over coffee.  The coffee conver-
sations became more regular and eventu-
ally the two agreed their group should be 
expanded to include more members of the 
Jewish and Muslim communities.  Avi, 
who was chair of the Community Relations 
Committee of The Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, invit-
ed Abdelghani, then-Chairman of the 
Islamic Center of Nashville, to join one 
of the CRC’s meetings.  It became, as Avi 
calls it, “a first date.”  

The, “second date,” and those that 
followed, included study, conversation 
and an annual brunch on Christmas.  
According to Abdelghani, the 
relationships that were built among 
members of the group have helped to 
change what he says is a narrative based 
on conflict into one of mutual respect.  
He explains that growing up in Somalia, 

a country that is 99.9% Sunni Muslim, he 
never met a Jewish person until he came 
to study at Vanderbilt.  He says, “Because 
of where I grew up and the Middle 
East conflict, it shaped my perception 
of Jews.  That old narrative was holding 
hostage many from both communities 
but becoming part of the CRC gave 
us an opportunity to define their own 
narrative.”  Deborah Oleshansky, Director 
of the Community Relations Committee 
of The Jewish Federation, says the Jewish 
Federation is closely aligned with the 
Muslim community in many ways. “We 
are both religious minorities in the Bible 
Belt and experience being Americans 
in much the same way.  We are both 
underrepresented so it is important for us 
to stand up for each other.”  

As time passed, both Avi and 
Abdelghani say the group become more 
comfortable with each other and tensions 
between them began to fade.  Abdelghani 
says he began to realize there were things he 
could do locally to help move the Muslim 
community toward greater understanding.  
He says, “There is a culture at many 
mosques in America where Friday sermons 
would be insulting to Jews.  I reached out 
to the local mosques and said we need to 
find a way to have sermons that aren’t 
being construed as antisemitic.”  The result 
has been a change in local Islamic policy 
surrounding antisemitic rhetoric from the 
pulpit.  Abdelghani says the change was 
well received within his community and 
has also helped raise awareness about the 

Circle of Friends Unites Jews and 
Muslims for the Holidays and Beyond

diversity of the Islamic faith.  “The goal 
was to separate Arab culture from Islamic 
tradition, two totally different things,” 
he says. He explains that in the Islamic 
world, Arab Muslims are the minority, 
with most Muslims coming from India 
and Asian countries.  

The first few years for Circle of 
Friends, the group met monthly 
and focused on the book Children of 
Abraham, by Mark J. Polavin and Dr. 
Sayid Muhammed Sayeed.  This provided 
opportunities for a deeper look into the 
relationships between Jews and Muslims 
as during each session, one person from 
each faith would lead the discussion.  
Although the book study has long been 
over, the group has continued to meet 
regularly for nearly 12 years.  A highlight, 
says Avi, is the annual Christmas lunch, 
dubbed, “Juslim Christmas.” He says, 
“It’s an opportunity for everyone to 
come together and socialize around the 
Jewish tradition of eating Chinese food 
on Christmas day.”

The bonds among members of Circle 
of Friends have grown strong over the 
years.  Avi says if too much time passes 

without a gathering, he and Abdelghani 
start receiving phone calls and emails.  
No doubt there are similar types of groups 
around the country, and Abdelghani has 
heard of some, but there is something 
special about Circle of Friends.  He says, 
“This was not institutionally organized.  
This was just an individual conversation 
that was expanded.”  He shares that his 
friendship with Avi made the ongoing 
risks of life in Israel real to him.  During 
a 2009 conflict between Hamas and 
Israel he realized this was more than just 
another outbreak.  He says, “It became 
personal, because I saw that if a rocket 
hurt Sarah (Avi’s sister), then it hurt 
Avi and then it hurt me.”  He says it 
is because of the ongoing conversations 
that relationships grew organically 
and lead to greater compassion and 
understanding.  Avi agrees, “The best 
way for people to understand each other, 
who have questions about each other, 
is by meeting and having conversation.  
And Abdelghani had the courage to 
come to us with that. The conversation 
that has ensued over ten years has truly 
changed all of our lives.”   •

Members of Circle of Friends enjoy the annual Juslim Christmas lunch in pre-pandemic 2019

Meals
Continued from page 1
distribution from the Discretionary Fund 
of the President and CEO of The Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, meals 
were recently provided to the COVID 
ICU team at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center.  Eric Stillman, CEO of 
The Jewish Federation, says, “Given the 
tremendous stress and workload of the 
team at Vanderbilt University Medical 

Center during this particularly critical 
time, it seemed especially important that 
we could show our appreciation for all they 
are doing to help care for these severely 
ill patients from the broader general 
community of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee.”  In addition to the meals, 
donuts were delivered to several local 
police stations throughout the city.   •

Donut drop-off at Metro Nashville 
Police West Precinct
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Barbara 
Dab at barbaradab@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs 
to the e-mail with the related news item 
or story. For material that cannot be 
e-mailed, submissions should be sent to 
Barbara Dab, The Jewish Observer, 801 
Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville 
TN 37205. Photos and copy sent by 
regular mail will not be returned unless 
prior arrangement is made. Publication is 
at the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
promptly. To request a correction or 
clarification, call Editor Barbara Dab 
at (615) 354-1653 or email her at 
barbaradab@jewishnashville.org

By TRISHA LEWIS

A little over two years ago my husband 
and I, along with our then two-

year-old, relocated to Nashville from 
New Haven, Connecticut. My husband 
had an opportunity to join the faculty 
at Vanderbilt, and we also wanted to 
be closer to my family in Cincinnati. 
Having grown up in Conservative and 
Reform Jewish homes, we knew we want-
ed to pass along a Jewish tradition, but 
we both found it difficult to engage in 
Judaism in a meaningful way as adults. I 
spent much of my twenties in Chicago, 
exploring diverse avenues toward a deep-
er spiritual existence, but in my early 
thirties, after marrying and having our 
son, I sought out more traditional paths. 
We joined a reform congregation in 
Connecticut where we sent our son to 
preschool and attended tot Shabbats. 
I found it challenging to connect with 
the Jewish community. Attending social 
events often felt awkward, services didn’t 
resonate with me, and when I approached 
the rabbis and staff with my ideas to build 
community for families with young chil-
dren, I was met with crickets.

Then we moved to Nashville. 
Admittedly, my husband and I didn’t give 
Jewish life much thought in our move. We 
expected we would send our son to public 
school and just as I did, attend Reform 
religious school and prep for a bar mitzvah. 
It was just coincidence that we moved 
into the eruv (a word I’d not previously 
known) and that our son’s first preschool 
wasn’t a great fit. We then enrolled him at 
the conveniently located new JCC Early 
Childhood Learning Center at West End 
Synagogue, which turned out to be the 
most wonderful program I could have ever 
dreamed of for him.

 As luck would have it, we had 
multiple family friends in Nashville who 
were actively engaged in the Jewish 
community. My husband also had 
mutual family friends with Rabbi Saul 
Strosberg, hailing from their hometowns 
near Albany NY. These folks didn’t 
just welcome us with an email and the 
obligatory, “let me know if you need 
anything.” They went out of their way 
to invite us to their homes for Shabbat 
dinners, parties and playdates. They 
introduced us to others in the community 
who invited us to more Shabbat 

A Nashville Jewish Journey 
dinners, connected me to networking 
opportunities as I worked on building 
my psychotherapy practice, and over 
and over again reached out. I couldn’t 
help but reciprocate and try to build 
relationships. We had new people over to 
our house for dinners and playdates. We 
showed up to Elmington Park on Saturday 
afternoons where we would run into the 
families heading to shul. We showed up 
to Federation events and for tot Shabbats 
at different congregations. We showed up 
to Sunday morning playgroup at Sherith 
Israel. We kept showing up and the 
community showed up for us. Along 
the way any idea or question, big or 
small, was received with open arms and 
gratitude. If one person didn’t have the 
answer or know how to make something 
happen, they’d point me to a person who 
did. Our experience has changed how we 
see Judaism fitting into our life, and we 
have since joined a congregation and are 
thinking of sending our son to Akiva for 
Kindergarten next year

 Lately with the intensity of 
everything going on in the world, I’ve been 
doing some deep soul searching, trying 
to better understand my relationship to 

Judaism and to G-d. My son recently 
asked me, “Mama, who makes the rules 
of the universe?” In my quest to find the 
answer for him (and me), I have felt so 
fortunate to have the Nashville Jewish 
community supporting me. I have felt 
safe to be vulnerable as I reached out to 
my new friends, acquaintances, rabbis, 
and Jewish professionals to grapple with 
these big ideas. People have validated 
me by offering their time to talk things 
through and exploring ways to create 
even more community support.

When we were preparing to make 
our move to Nashville, I was hopeful the 
city would live up to all the hype. While 
life in Nashville is quite nice, the most 
impressive aspect by far is the Jewish 
community. Thanks to the warm and 
receptive nature of the Nashville Jewish 
community, I no longer feel that it’s 
challenging to engage in Judaism. I feel 
free to explore my Jewish path knowing 
that I’m enthusiastically welcomed here. •

Trisha Lewis is an LCSW with a 
Nashville/Telehealth based psychotherapy 
practice. She resides in the West End area 
with her husband and 5 year old son. 

Letter to the Editor

A few weeks ago, after returning home 
from the Cincinnati campus of 

Hebrew Union College, a letter recently 
published in the Observer caught my 
attention. It voiced concern on the part 
of well-respected members of this com-

munity regarding an upsurge in pro-BDS 
(Boycott, Divest, and Sanction) and 
anti-Israel sentiments expressed in certain 
segments of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. Their letter was well-researched 
and well-intentioned, but its rhetoric, 
at times, subverted its stated purpose—
namely, the safety and security of the 

We All Compromise: A Response to the Concerned
Jewish people. As a native son of this 
community and soon-to-be Rabbi, for 
whom the phrase “Black Lives Matter” is 
not simply an organizational title, but a 
collective call of moral conscience ringing 
across the nation, I feel compelled to offer 
a response.

The underlying principle guiding 
their concern, albeit implicitly, is the value 
of Jewish self-preservation, often associat-
ed with the Hebrew phrase “kol Yisrael 
areivim zeh bazeh” meaning “All Israel is 
responsible for one another” (Babylonian 
Talmud, Sh’vuot 39a). Indeed, the need 
to ensure the safety of the Jewish people 
is as important as ever, particularly as the 
ADL recently reported a record number of 
anti-Semitic incidents in 2019. Though 
many are hesitant to presume causation 
from correlation, it is difficult to dissoci-
ate the uptick in anti-Jewish violence in 
recent years from the widespread use of 
anti-Semitic dog whistles, as well as vali-
dation of anti-Semitic conspiracy theories, 
by certain elected officials and public fig-
ures. Their silence and complicity in the 
wake of the disturbing shouts issuing from 
Charlottesville, VA four years ago that 
“Jews will not replace us!” reverberate ever 
more fiercely in light of the ADL findings. 

But the call for all Israel to be respon-
sible for the security of one another is not 
the only obligation placed upon us by our 
tradition. For many Jews, both here and 
across the country, the Deuteronomic 
exhortation “Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof”, 
“Justice, Justice You Shall Pursue”, calls 
them to join in the nationwide strug-
gle to dismantle political and economic 
structures that continue to systematically 
oppress their black and brown compatri-
ots. Despite our American proclivity to 
translate movements into institutions, 
“Black Lives Matter” is not a single orga-
nization, but an acknowledgement that 
America’s past and present has shown 
that their lives are not worthy of the 
same dignity as others. For these Jews, as 

for me, this movement is a call for collec-
tive t’shuva (repentance), a moral reck-
oning whereby American society comes 
to terms with the legacy of slavery and 
works to remedy the adverse effects this 
legacy continues to inflict on so many.

For many of these Jews, blanket 
dismissals of Black Lives Matter for fear 
of certain pro-BDS rhetoric is profound-
ly alienating, further evidence that the 
Jewish institutions that safeguarded pre-
vious generations no longer speak to 
their conscience. Unsurprisingly, these 
are predominantly the same Jews, typi-
cally of a younger generation, that syn-
agogues, federations, JCC’s, and other 
established Jewish institutions across the 
country have devoted significant resourc-
es to engage and bring into the fold of 
Jewish communal life. Such rhetoric is, 
perhaps, even more disturbing to Jews 
of color, for whom the struggle for racial 
equality and the dangers of anti-Sem-
itism lie at the core of their identity. 
The disenfranchisement of these Jews, 
it seems to me, constitutes a significant 
threat to the long-term prosperity of a 
diverse Jewish people.

In the end, we all compromise 
when we work in coalitions towards 
larger goals. This past March, I had the 
privilege of attending my first AIPAC 
Policy Conference as part of the Leffell 
Rabbinical Student Fellowship Program. 
Over the course of the conference, I 
frequently encountered the refrain: “We 
may not agree on everything, but we 
all agree on the importance of a strong 
America-Israel relationship”.   This 
statement reflects a compromise because 
many non-Jews who attend that con-
ference offering their devotion to the 
Jewish State ascribe to fundamentalist, 
evangelical, and profoundly anti-Semit-
ic Christian theologies that view the 
establishment of the State of Israel as the 
prophesied return of the Jews to Zion, a 

Continued on page 4



4    January 2021  •  The Jewish Observer

Community Relations Committee

By DEBORAH OLESHANSKY

The Jewish Community Relations 
Committee’s Social Justice Seder 

has been a Nashville tradition for over 
10 years and this year is honored to 
receive the Phila Award in the Nation 
United category.  The award, sponsored 
by the Nashville Scene, serves to 
celebrate those who use food to 
bring people together to dis-
cuss issues related to justice, 
equity, and inclusion.  We are 
honored by the award and con-
gratulate the other nominees in 
this category: Faith and Culture 
Center, African American Cultural 
Alliance, and Celebrate Nashville.

Judy Saks, past Community Relations 
Director, remembers when Avi Poster 
relocated to Nashville from Chicago, 
where he had been actively engaged with 
JCRC there.  He suggested this event, 
which had been successful in Chicago, 
and the Nashville CRC Seder was born.  
Judy recalls the first version in Nashville, 
in spring 2009, had about 75 participants 
representing elected officials, faith and 
civic leaders, and representatives from 
diverse parts of the greater communi-
ty, and focused on expanding how the 
tradition Passover Seder highlights and 
celebrates themes of freedom and jus-
tice.  This initial venture was focused 
on engaging with and educating the 
non-Jewish community.  

By 2011, the audience broadened, 
and the program titled, “Welcoming the 
Stranger,” focused on inviting represen-

JCRC Social Justice Seder Recognized for Prestigious Award
tatives from different immigrant commu-
nities to share their own personal sto-
ries.   These powerful and emotional 
stories provided an avenue for closer and 
more meaningful relationships between 
members of the Jewish community and 
members of diverse immigrant communi-
ties.   Relationships began building and 

continued to strengthen each year.   
“People would begin calling to 

see if there would be another 
Seder again and again,” Judy 
Saks explained.  “It became a 
yearly tradition, anticipated and 
enjoyed year after year.” The 

Seder thrived, led each year by 
a different community Rabbi, and 

became the vehicle for expanded con-
nections with the greater community and 
brought the Jewish community closer in 
meaningful ways.  

Over the years, Avi Poster and the 
CRC Committee members including 
Fran Percell and Mary Shelton, under 
the guidance of past CRC Director Abbie 
Wolff, continued to plan, organize, coor-
dinate and implement this Seder. Each 
year a new social justice theme would 
emerge, new themes evolved, and a 
new Haggadah would be designed with 
focused on the topic.  These beautiful 
Haggadot became a valued and appreci-
ated keepsake from the program which 
participants would take with them at the 
conclusion of the evening. 

By 2019, Rabbi Joshua Kullock, 
along with Cantor Tracy Fishbein, 
Cantor Sarah Levine and Cantorial 
Soloist Lisa Silver, lead the program. 

Over 300 Seder guests, representing over 
45 different community and faith groups, 
Jewish community table hosts, and event 
chairs, Hilary Diskin and Justin Kanew, 
filled the auditorium of the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center.  Participants 
enjoyed a complete family style Passover 
meal while singing together and sharing 
conversation about issues of social jus-
tice, racial equity, and diverse inclusivity.  
An even bigger gathering was planned 
for late March 2020 which, due to the 
COVID19 stay-at-home order, quickly 
became a virtual event hosted by Rabbi 
Laurie and Rabbi Flip Rice by livestream.

Plans are underway for 12th Annual 
CRC Social Justice Seder on March 11, 
2021.  The program will, again be held 
virtually, but it will be more interactive 
and will include small group conver-
sations to continue the opportunity to 
forge new relationships and strengthen-
ing existing connections.  The hope is 
that by spring 2022 the room will again 
be filled, in person, with food, song, 
brotherhood and sisterhood, in the ongo-
ing quest for justice, equity and inclusion.

  

HOLD THE DATE: CRC Virtual 
Seder March 11

Upcoming CRC events:
Lunch and Learn 2021 resumes Friday at 

noon via zoom:
January 8: Stewart Clifton: Preparing 

for the 2021 Tennessee Legislative 
Agenda

January 15: Sheryl Quinn, Nashville 
NAACP Board Member

January 22: Scott Meltzer: Nashville 
Chamber of Commerce

January 27: International Holocaust 
Remembrance program with Pulitzer 
Prize winning author, Debbie Cenziper, 
“Citizen 865 The Hunt for Hitler’s 
Hidden Soldiers in America

HOLD THE DATE:  FEBRUARY 11
Virtual program with lawyers from 
Integrity First for America, to provide 
an update on their case against the white 
supremacists’ groups responsible for the 
violence at the Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville.  John Seigenthaler will 
moderate this event.  •

For more information, contact Deborah Oleshansky at Deborah@jewishnashville.org.

Jewish Community Relations Committee 
(JCRC) presents

Debbie Cenziper

Virtual Event: 
Wednesday, Jan. 27 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day for Holocaust Victims

7:00-8:30pm
Registration for live virtual event: 
https://bit.ly/2JNvyK2

PULITZER PRIZE WINNING AUTHOR OF 

Citizen 865
The Hunt for Hitler’s Hidden 
Soldiers in America

Letter to the Editor
Continued from page 3

necessary precondition for an apocalyptic 
rapture in which Jews will either convert 
or suffer eternal damnation. 

Jews working within certain social 
justice coalition make similar compro-
mises. Implicitly, their work is guided by 
the statement: “We might not agree on 
everything, but we agree that Black Lives 
Matter and recognize that centuries of 
American history and current systems of 
oppression continue to show that they 
are not of the same value as others”. It is 
true that some leaders in these coalitions 
express anti-Israel sentiments, and we are 
all aware of the thin boundary between 
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic beliefs. But 

to ask these Jews to neglect the ethical 
call of our tradition is to ask them to sever 
a sacred cord that binds them to their 
Jewish identity, doing irreparable damage 
to a significant portion of Am Israel.

Let me be clear. Anti-Semitism 
should be condemned and combatted 
in liberal as well as conservative circles. 
However, we must recognize the com-
promises we all make in service of larger 
goals. After all, such compromises allow 
for dialogue with people whose views 
differ from our own, and perhaps, more 
dialogue will lead to more chesed and 
compassion, both within and outside the 
Jewish community.

Respectfully,
Ross Z. Levy

Join us for a Concert of Virtual Jewish 
music with Alejandra Czarny.

A lunch catered by Goldie Shepard 
will be available to pick up at West End 
Synagogue from 10:00 am – 11:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday January 20 before the 
virtual concert.

There is no charge for this event, but 
reservations are a MUST!

Rsvp to linda@westendsyn.org

The link will be sent to you after we 
receive your reservation.

Hope to, “see,” you there.  •

Funded by Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee. Also funded by: The Bernie 
Goldstein Family Trust in loving memory 
of Sandi Klein Goldstein, devoted Wife, 
Mother and Grandmother.

WES Learn and Lunch 
for ages 60+ returns
Wednesday, January 20, 2020

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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Perspectives

By AVI POSTER

With the new year around the cor-
ner, it might be worthwhile to give 

thought to some of the political chal-
lenges that lay ahead for Israel.  Not for 
the lighthearted, Israeli politics can be 
intriguing to follow, and more engrossing 
and unpredictable to watch, than any 
political drama you can stream.  While 
Israel, rightfully so, is basking in the bright 
light of normalcy unfolding with some 
of its Arab neighbor-states, home-front 
domestic politics continue to be a mess.

Yet Another Election???
It is fairly certain that, as of the 

date of the printing of this edition of the 
Observer, unless last minute negotiations 
are successful, Israel will hold yet anoth-
er national election, its fourth in two 
years (we barely survive one every four 
years).  Not surprising, the two-year lead-
ership rotation agreement between Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (Bibi) 
and Benny Gantz, that ended the last 
election, started falling apart within days 
after they shook hands, bringing to an 
abrupt end their pledge to cooperatively 
reach a budgetary settlement.  According 
to Israeli law, if a budget is not adopted 
by December’s end, the Knesset auto-
matically dissolves, the government falls, 
and new elections are required to be held 
within 90 days.  Thus far, Netanyahu 
and his Likud party have stalled adop-
tion, willing to roll the dice on another 

election rather than relinquish leadership 
to Gantz.  Should a last-minute decision 
be reached it would give some breathing 
space to continued budget negotiations 
and likely eliminate any chance Gantz 
would transition to power.

If new elections are held, few would 
bet against Bibi and his Likud Party 
again. But this time around he will have 
need to form a new coalition, a challenge 
because many consider him increasingly 
vulnerable and untrustworthy.  Wary of 
his continued political manipulations, 
angry at his handling of Covid, and 
repulsed by his pending trials, the public 
has taken to the streets and highways in 
the tens-of-thousands demanding that he 
step down. Complicating matters further, 
the popular, outspoken Gideon Sa’ar, 
Bibi’s number one nemesis in the Likud 
Party, resigned from the Knesset to form 
yet another political party (as if Israel 
needs more).  In a blistering public 
attack, he announced he would challenge 
Bibi should an upcoming election be 
held.  And to complicate things further, 
Yisrael Beiteinu’s Avidor Lieberman 
called on Sa’ar, Jewish Home’s hardline 
opposition leader Naftali Bennett, and 
Yesh Atid’s center-left Yair Lapid to join 
him in forming an opposition coalition 
of unusual bedfellows to bring down Bibi 
and Likud.  

As of this writing, the betting man 
on the street believes elections are likely 
and will be disposed to placing his money 
on the charismatic, politically conniv-

Israel in the New Year
ing, and oh-so persuasive Bibi to survive 
again.  If he does, he will have to do it 
form a far right-of-center coalition with 
Haredi (Orthodox) parties with whom he 
will have to make many concessions that 
will not sit well with the general public.  
All I can say is stay tuned ... if there is 
another election it is going to be another 
cage-match with no one knowing for sure 
who will be least bloodied and the last 
standing. OY!!!  

Bibi’s Legal Woes
Prime Minister Netanyahu is faced 

with four indictments for breach of trust, 
accepting bribes, and fraud.  This is 
serious stuff, and he would be justifiably 
worried as Israel has a history of jailing its 
political leaders for their misdeeds.  Bibi 
failed to have these charges dismissed 
pre-trial largely because the media and 
Attorney General Avichal Mandelnbilt 
have stayed the course and have not let 
up on him.  Just a couple of months ago, 
Bibi courted members of the Knesset to 
grant him full pre-trial immunity (sound 
familiar?) but withdrew his request when 
it was clear it wasn’t gaining traction.  

Legal proceedings have already 
begun. The Israeli system is known to 
move very slowly, so do not expect final 
disposition of these indictments for at 
least a couple of years.  The witness phase 
(think subpoenas held in public) begins 
this February. Judge Rivka Friedman-
Feldman, known as one of the toughest 
jurists in the country, will begin holding 
witness interviews three days each week 
until they conclude, with countless wit-
nesses called to testify, including celeb-
rities and dignitaries.  The Judge has 
said she may require Bibi to be present 
for some of them, something he may be 
willing to do to garner public sympathy 
for what he has labeled a media circus 
and legal witch-hunt against him (again, 
sound familiar?).  While cameras will not 
be allowed in court, the press will be, and 
the resulting coverage is bound to be tab-
loid-like. In the vein of, “you can’t make 
this stuff up,” Bibi’s wife Sara just last year 
accepted a plea bargain in a corruption 
case against her, avoiding jailtime in lieu 
of a fine and restitution.  And just a few 
years ago Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
was convicted of very similar crimes for 
which he served nearly a year in jail.  

Assassination of Fakhrizadeh and The 
Iran Deal

After the assassination of Iranian 
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, the 
world has anxiously awaited an in-kind 
response.  Israeli government officials 
and Israeli tourists have been warned to 
take extra caution while traveling, and 
Israeli embassies have been placed on 
high alert.  A response is still expect-
ed, particularly given that this is the 
third incursion into the heart of Tehran 
in the last two years, each with dev-
asting results, and each causing great 
embarrassment.  Fortunately, despite the 
immediate loud and continued bluster 
coming from Supreme Leader Khamenei 
and the Iranian parliament, President 
Hassan Rouhani has thus far shown ver-
bal restraint, not wanting to damage 
chances for needed détente with the 
West, the U.S. in particular.  

There is wide-range speculation that 
President-elect Biden wants to return 
to a restructured Iran Deal, especially 
one that further extends the time-frames 
and expiration dates which justifiably 
have Israel and others very alarmed. The 
major flaw in the previous deal was that 
it terminated in twelve years, leaving the 
door wide open for Iran to do whatever it 
wanted.  This end date will hopefully be 
a condition of any renewed agreement.  
As is the case with most major political 
dilemmas, Israelis are not short of con-
trasting opinions. In fact, I can hear the 
shouting in Israeli coffee shops from here.  

Prime Minister Netanyahu contin-
ues to argue strenuously against return-
ing to any deal and advocates for the 
continued isolation and economic sanc-
tioning of Iran. Other Israeli politicos 
and experts, including its foremost Iran 
expert Dr. Raz Zimmt, of the Moshe 
Dyan Center/Tel Aviv University, urge 
for a return to the deal as they consider 
it to be the best recourse for restraining 
Iran from developing the enrichment 
materials it needs for nuclear weaponry, 
at least in the near future.  Zimmt and 
others, including leading voices in the 
government, argue that abruptly ending 
the agreement with Iran served as a 
catalyst for Iran returning to increased 
production of enrichment materials that 
it had previously stopped.  There is con-
cern that if the U.S. does not return to 
the Iran Deal, albeit a strengthened one, 
that China will step in to fill the void.  
What is clear is that Iran is in economic 
turmoil and is in desperate need of sanc-
tions being lifted and monies being held 
in Western banks to be released.  It seems 
that the U.S. holds the cards, at least for 
the time being, and it is far from clear 
what will unfold.  President-Elect Biden 
has the advantage of time on his side. I 
join the chorus that calls on him to move 
slowly and with caution.  It is imperative 
we get this one right.    

There is a lot more we can circle 
around.  Most would agree that it is 
critically important for Israel to reach 
an acceptable political agreement with 
the Palestinians, one that will allow 
Palestinians an opportunity for peaceful 
self-determination while providing Israel 
with the safety and security it needs.  The 
current situation is simply untenable and 
unreasonable to continue ad infinitum.  
The majority of American Jews over-
whelmingly support Israel and believe 
deeply in the ideals of a Jewish and dem-
ocratic state.  They also oppose endless 
occupation and unabated annexation.  
I am hopeful that one of the outcomes 
of the Abraham Accords will be an 
increased diplomatic influence to forge 
peace and, in the least, will lead to more 
equitable treatment of Palestinians.  I am 
also hopeful that President-Elect Biden, 
who has long been a friend of Israel, 
will move the needle towards a solution 
that will be fair and mutually acceptable 
to both sides, while absolutely ensuring 
Israel’s security. This will certainly be 
an ongoing conversation and I welcome 
others to join in.  In the meantime, let’s 
raise a glass on New Year’s Eve in loud 
applause and cheer for everything Israel 
is and will be.  •
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“Clarendale at Bellevue Place is the Gold 
Standard for resident care. Professional, 
competent, kind and caring… SO happy to have 
my mother in her safe and loving home!”
— Debbie, Daughter of Memory Care Resident

Call 615-258-6364 to learn more.
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By BARBARA DAB

Nashville’s reputation as an, “It City,” 
has grown steadily over the last 

decade.  According to the Nashville 
Area Chamber of Commerce website, 
more than 80 people move to town every 
day seeking things like a better lifestyle, 
access to quality jobs and a good place to 
raise a family.  One has only to look to 
the downtown skyline to see evidence of 
this growth as commercial and residen-
tial construction cranes rise high over 
the area.  But all this development is a 
stark reminder that not everything shines 
brightly in Music City.  Neighborhoods 
once seen as fallen into disrepair con-
tinue to gentrify causing housing prices 
to skyrocket and leaving many families 
behind.  

East Nashville is one such exam-
ple.  The enclave just a few miles East 
of downtown is home to affluent, white, 
young professionals, families and retirees, 
many of whom have relocated from other 
parts of the country to pursue careers in 
medicine, music and the tech industry.  
Some live in older, historic homes and 
others in new builds.  East Nashville 
also includes Black families, some who 
have lived in the area for generations, 
who struggle to put food on the table and 
keep a roof over their heads.  What most 
all of these families have in common 
is the need and desire to educate their 
children.  But it is that commonality 
that also highlights a widening racial and 
socio-economic divide.  

That growing divide is the focus of a 
podcast produced by local NPR station, 
WPLN.  Called, “The Promise,” the eight 
episode podcast is produced by reporter 
Meribah Knight and explores the impact 
of school choice, and historic school seg-
regation, on two elementary schools in 
East Nashville: Warner Elementary, a pre-
dominantly black and once low-perform-
ing school, and Lockeland Elementary, 
an affluent, mostly white high achieving 
one. The schools are only two miles 
apart and serve the same zone.  Knight 
spent two years immersed in the neigh-
borhood and Warner Elementary in par-
ticular. Recently, The Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee hosted a communi-
ty-wide panel discussion between Knight 
and Warner Elementary School Principal 
Dr. Ricki Gibbs.  The virtual event pro-
vided a deeper look at how parents make 
the very personal choice about educat-
ing their children, and the challenge 
to balance individual interests with the 
greater good of the community.  The 
event is part of an effort by The Jewish 
Federation to reach beyond the typical 
communal boundaries and take a lead-
ership role in the very Jewish value of, 
“repairing the world.”  Eric Stillman, 
CEO of The Jewish Federation says, “As 
part of an extended community relations 
effort, it is important that the Federation 
address topics of concern and interest to 
members of the Jewish community and at 
times the broader general community of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.”

Meribah Knight examines the 1954 
Brown vs. The Board of Education case 
that historically ruled segregation as 
unconstitutional. But she also found that 
in Nashville, that landmark decision 
changed very little.  She said, “One of 
the most profound things I’ve witnessed 

along the way is that, as a society, we’ve 
forgotten that public education is also a 
public good.  Everyone has to decide to 
make things work better for everyone 
else.”  She believes white families have 
more power than they realize when it 
comes to school choice, and they have to 
be mindful of how they wield that power.  
For his part, Warner Principal Dr. Gibbs, 
spent a year working to recruit white 
families to Warner.  The effort was a 
practical one, as well as an altruistic one; 
in Nashville, funding is based on student 
enrollment and with a dwindling student 
body, Warner was in danger of being 
shut down.  He said, “I realized in order 
for the school to excel, I had to recruit, 
attract and retain white families.  It’s not 
just about white families’ success, it’s also 
about black excellence.”  

The white parents who are being 
recruited by Warner report such mixed 
emotions, it is hard to talk about.  On 
the one hand, they are driven to do what 
they believe is best for their children, but 
on the other, they question what, exact-
ly, “best,” means.  Warner Elementary 
is an Arts Magnet that, according to its 
website, “creates excitement for learning 
by infusing the Arts.”  Dr. Gibbs said 
the school boasts experienced, veteran 
teachers, Spanish language learning, a 
dance studio, drama and art clubs and a 
music program.  The challenge, he said, 
is changing the perception of the past.  
“There is bias in the narrative.  There 
were past choices made that were not the 
best, but those are in the past.”  He said 
he encourages honest conversation with 
parents to support their ideas and address 
their concerns. 

One parent who made the choice to 
send her child to Warner is Raisa Rexer. 
Her son is now in kindergarten and, due 
to the COVID19 pandemic shutdown, 
he has been learning virtually since the 
start of the school year.  Still, she says 
she is happy with her decision.  “We 
chose Warner because it is our zoned 
school, and it is what we should all be 
doing.”  Rexer believes school choice 
is creating greater problems for public 
schools.  She says, “Many of the prob-
lems of inequity would be mitigated if 
people would send their kids to their 
zoned schools.”  Meribah Knight agrees.  
“Studies show schools do better when 
there’s integration,” she said, “But there 
is so much momentum toward Lockeland 
that pushes white families toward it.”  
Raisa Rexer says she did have moments 
of doubt about her decision, but her hus-
band never waivered, “One of the most 

East Nashville’s School Choice Highlights 
Growing Racial and Socio-Economic Divide 

important things I could do as a white 
parent in East Nashville is to send my 
child to my zoned school.”  

The current shutdown has greatly 
challenged many families in Nashville 
to meet their children’s educational 
needs.  Lack of appropriate learning 
environments at home, spotty WiFi and 
not enough computers for virtual class 
are just some.  Raisa Rexer reports 
the support among families at Warner 
Elementary has been heartwarming.  “It 
has been a phenomenal experience,” she 
says, “It’s everything I hoped for in my 
son’s education.”  And Dr. Gibbs reports 
the most recent standardized test scores 
show the school has moved from being 
at the bottom of the district to near the 
very top.  Still, he says test scores don’t 

Warner Elementary School Principal Dr. 
Ricki Gibbs

Meribah Knight, NPR Reporter and host 
of The Promise Podcast

tell the whole story, “Test scores tell 
less about instruction and more about 
socio-economics.”  And as for the great-
er Nashville community, The Jewish 
Federation represents just one way for 
people to become engaged and invested 
in the educational needs of the city’s 
children.  Deborah Oleshansky, Director 
of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of The Jewish Federation, says, 
“Engagement works best when you meet 
people where they are, rather than 
where you want them to be.  And we’ve 
been doing a lot of work in the arena of 
racial equity.”  In addition to the desire 
to broaden the reach and scope of The 
Jewish Federation, there are very real 
Jewish values underpinning those efforts.  
Rabbi Jessica Shimberg, who attended 
the virtual Promise event, believes the 
commitment to living a Jewish life also 
means taking on the responsibilities of 
addressing societal injustice.  She says, 
“The issues raised by The Promise in 
this season’s focus on Nashville’s public 
schools, the ways in which racism and 
economic elitism and bias shaped neigh-
borhoods and impacted the public school 
system, are absolutely the kinds of issues 
that our tradition speaks to repeated-
ly. From Torah through Mishnah and 
Gemara to more modern Jewish thought, 
our values are both universal and partic-
ular to the Jewish community. However, 
in the 21st century when the Jewish 
community is so thoroughly integrated 
into the fabric of society, it is even more 
important for us to be wary of our own 
particularism.” •
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By BARBARA DAB

Rabbi Joshua Kullock, of West End 
Synagogue and Rabbi Laurie Rice, 

of Congregation Micah are taking a 
deep look into something most Jews are 
curious about: the afterlife.  The six-part 
class will delve into Jewish thought and 
teachings on the subject.  Rabbi Rice says 
she enjoys the collaboration with Rabbi 
Kullock and this class offers another 
opportunity, following last year’s series 
on the Ten Commandments, for the two 

to work together.  She says, “This topic 
is one in which we can dive deeply into 
what Jewish tradition and scholarship 
has to say about the subject and one that 
will allow us to open a bit in vulnerable 
ways with each other as we explore our 
own attitudes about death and what 
comes next.”  The class is open to all 
and Rabbi Kullock is also pleased with 
the partnership, “We believe in this 
type of collaboration, creating learning 
moments for people coming from all 
walks of life.  It speaks about the unique-

Class Looks at Jewish Views on The Afterlife
ness of this Nashville Jewish community 
and makes us very proud to belong to 
such a great place.”

The class will meet twice a month 
and the schedule is as follows:

“The Afterlife: Jewish views and 
then some”

Classes will be held at noon and will 
last for one hour
Jan 13: Who/What are we: Jewish 

Musings on Body and Spirit/Soul
Jan 27: After Death, Then What (part 

1):  Nothing, Sheol, and Resurrection

Feb 10: After Death, Then What (part 
2):  Immortality, Reincarnation

Feb 24: Is there Life After Death (part 
1)

Mar 10: Is There Life After Death (part 
2)

Mar 31: What Happens When I 
Die: True confessions of personal 
experiences

Zoom info for those willing to join us:
Meeting ID: 875 9401 6638
Passcode: 732054   •

By RABBI JOSHUA KULLOCK

(א)
I have always loved Talmudic 

vignettes. Composing stories with less 
than fifty words is nothing short of an art. 
It is not easy to play with the polysemic 
nature of language and the Rabbis were 
very good at that. You have to read these 
tales carefully, paying attention to every 
word. They whisper in our ears that, if 
we are truly lucky, we may find in them 
some of the innumerable treasures that 
are hiding behind the doors of our own 
imaginations.

(ב)
In Tractate Yevamot 121a there 

is one of these stories. In its original 
rendition, it has only forty-eight words:

Rabban Gamliel said:
Once, I was traveling on a boat and I 

saw another boat that broke.
I was grieved by the Torah scholar that 

was on board.
And who was that? Rabbi Akiva.
When I ascended to dry land, he came, 

sat and deliberated in front of me about 
Jewish law.

I said to him: My son, who brought 
you up?

He said to me: A plank from the boat 
came my way and to every wave and wave 
that approached me I nodded my head.

(ג)
If you read the story and your first 

reaction was “Is that it?” then I suggest 
you to read it again. Slowly. Take your 
time. Savor every word. Focus on the 
contrast between the Rabbis. Open your 
mind. Immerse yourself in the sea. Be the 
boat. Feel the waves. Try to float.

(ד)
In our story, Rabban Gamliel seems 

to be in control. He is the active agent in 
all that happens to him. He travels, sees, 
ascends and asks. Paraphrasing William 

Embracing brokenness in the midst of the storm
Ernest Henley’s poem Invictus, Gamliel 
is the master of his fate and the captain 
of his soul. And yet, he is also the 
one character in the story who grieves 
and is in pain. When the boat breaks, 
Gamliel is mortified. When the ship 
vanishes, Gamliel faces the bitter truth 
that, more often than not, we do not 
choose the situations we will have to 
endure. Something cracks in Gamliel 
when he finds himself unable to avoid 
his student’s imminent tragedy. Our souls 
ache with him. We also know that feeling 
of loss and helplessness.

(ו)
The story does not tell us what Rabbi 

Akiva felt but we know some of the 
things that he did, and we can interpret 
them accordingly. When Akiva grabs 
the plank, for example, we can see how 
he is making peace with the brokenness 
that surrounds him. The shattered pieces 
of the sunken boat became his way out 
of the storm. When wholeness was no 
longer an option, Akiva taught us that 
we can get hold of dry land by embracing 
what is broken in the sea of our despair.

Moreover, as the tragedy unfolds, 
Akiva decides not to fight with the 
waves. On the contrary, he nods at 
them, as if recognizing the unavoidable 
nature of his reality while looking 
nevertheless for solutions that will 
keep him alive. As Viktor Frankl once 
wrote, “The last of human freedoms is 
to choose one’s attitude in any given set 
of circumstances,” even if we do not get 
to choose those circumstances ourselves.

(ז)
One last word regarding Gamliel’s 

question to Akiva: “Who brought you up?”
Perhaps one of the main goals of this 

story is for us to reflect on the people in 
our lives who are elevating us, helping us 
to regain our balance when the waves of 

uncertainty are hitting us hard. In times of 
upheaval, we have to look for the planks 
that will keep us afloat and we are called 
to commit ourselves to become a luminous 
and uplifting presence in the lives of those 
we deeply love and care about.

Finally, this story is a powerful 
reaffirmation of the redemption that 
comes our way when we embrace the 
broken pieces of our own selves. When 
we accept our scars and nod at our 
shortcomings, we move closer to surpass 
the many storms engulfing us. Even in 
the midst of today’s chaos, even when 
feeling helpless and adrift, there is always 
room for a new hope. •

This article is published in, “When 
We Turned Within, Vol. 2: Reflections on 
COVID19,” a compilation of spiritual essays 
by rabbis and other authors, edited by Rabbi 
Menachem Creditor and Sarah Tuttle Singer.

Please support the businesses 
that advertise in the Observer and help support 

our community in all ways! 
Make sure to let them know...

you saw their ad here!

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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By BARBARA DAB

For many Jews, the notion of studying 
the words of Jesus is uncomfortable, 

maybe even a bit odd.  But what if the 
idea was flipped around?  Think of Jesus 
as a Jew, speaking to Jewish followers at 
his historic, “Sermon on the Mount.”  
That view is the subject of a unique 
educational partnership being offered 
by Rabbi Mark Schiftan of The Temple 
and Pastor Jon Roebuck, Executive 
Director of the Rev. Charlie Curb 
Center for Faith Leadership at Belmont 
University.  Using the book, Sermon 
on the Mount, A Beginner’s Guide to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, by Dr. Amy-Jill 
Levine, the six-part series will explore 
the words of Jesus from both a Christian 
and a Jewish perspective.  

The idea for this type of interfaith 
study of Jesus’ teachings began with 
a visit, organized by Schiftan, to the 
National Holocaust Museum and the 
African American Museum.  The group 
of clergy leaders was diverse, spanning 
faith, race and gender and Rabbi Schiftan 
says the experience created some unique 
bonds of trust.  As an outgrowth of that 
experience, the group began meeting 
weekly to discuss issues of the day and 
spirituality.  The group, which calls itself 
Spritus, or unifying spirit, is diverse and 
includes lay leaders and other community 
members who Rabbi Schiftan calls, 
“spiritual seekers.”  When the group 
wanted to study some text, Dr. Levine 
offered her book as an opening, and 
the idea to broaden the scope of the 
lectures was raised.  Dr. Frank Boehm, 
a congregant at The Temple and 
participant in Spiritus, says that while 
Christianity and Islam were born out of 
Judaism, there remains deep divisions 
and conflict.  But he says it is through 
discussion and understanding that those 
divides can heal.  “Our group of Jews, 
Christians and Muslims who meet via 
Zoom each week is a process that allows 

us to get to know and understand each 
other as we discuss the many events of 
the day based on the spiritual premise 
that we are all attempting to find a path 
to love one another and make this a 
better world. Our merry band of brothers 
and sisters are helping make this love and 
goal a reality.”

The collaboration on this lecture 
series also represents a new beginning in 
the relationship between Belmont and 
the Jewish community.  Rabbi Schiftan 
says, “This is the result of a decade-
long dialogue I’ve had with Belmont 
President Bob Fisher to have a more open 
relationship with the Jewish community.”  
In 2007 the university become 
independent from its Baptist beginnings.  
Pastor Roebuck says, “The goal was for 
the university to be more reflective of 

Jews and Christians and Jesus: Historic Lecture 
Series Explores The Sermon on the Mount

Nashville’s community and the diversity 
of the Christian community here.”  And 
building ties with the Jewish community 
is part of that goal as well.  Rabbi Schiftan 
says Christians and Jews are more willing 
nowadays to learn about each other and 
gain greater understanding.  He says 
that this series represents a significant, 
official partnership recognized by both 
communities.  “We hope to build a bridge 
with a distinctly Christian university.  
Belmont is open to it and sees it as an 
opportunity for bridge building.”

Both Rabbi Schiftan and Pastor 
Roebuck believe there are lessons for 
people of both the Christian and the 
Jewish faiths in Levine’s book.  Rabbi 
Schiftan says, “The Sermon on the Mount 
is a beautiful prayer, spoken by a Jew to 
Jewish followers.  But today, Jews often 

feel disloyal studying Christianity.”  And 
likewise, Pastor Roebuck says Christians 
are reticent to dive into their Jewish 
roots.  “But the more we understand 
about the Hebrew Bible and its history, 
the more we understand about the life 
and ministry of Jesus,” he says.  Both 
believe it is important for people to learn 
to grow and stretch themselves even 
when it is uncomfortable.  Dr. Boehm 
agrees that it is important to keep an 
open mind and looks forward to the class.  
He says, “I am always interested to learn 
what a famous Jew has to say.”

The series begins Tuesday, January 
12 at 6:00pm and continues weekly 
for six weeks.  To learn more, visit 
www.templenashville.org, and join the 
lecture on Zoom: https://belmontu.zoom.
us/j/6154179356

Learn more about the 
Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 

Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org
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By MARISA BYARD, GORDON JCC STAFF

Hanukkah fest 2020 was a fun and 
exciting success! The Gordon JCC 

invited the community and its families 
to drive through a tour of eight of our 
departments at the center.  Starting off 
at the Shamash station, each family was 
given a map to take them through the 
course.  The participants were able to go, 
“gefilte,” fishing, ring the menorah, make 
Hanukkah crafts, create Hannukah Mad 
Libs, and so much more. And let’s not for-

get about Bernie Pargh’s Famous Latkes, 
and donuts from Status Dough! The cel-
ebration continued at home as well, as 
each family was given kits to decorate 
their own Hanukah cookies, make edible 
dreidels, make their own menorah and 
other Hanukkah crafts, and play dreidel. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered, 
cooked, and drove through! This year has 
been a difficult one for many, and as with 
everything else, the festival was different 
this year. We are proud that we were still 
able to pivot and celebrate with joy. •

Hanukkah Fest 2020 

On the seventh night of Hanukkah, 
Rabbi Yizchok and Esther Tiechtel, 

and their three children Levi, Chana and 
Sarah, together with Rabbi Levi Klien 
from Chabad of Memphis, all joined 
together in the Governor’s Mansion 
for a celebration with Tennessee 
Governor Bill Lee. This was the first 
event in Governor’s Mansion since 

the COVID19 Pandemic began back 
in March and was held with social dis-
tancing and face masks. The Governor 
spoke of this historic event, the first 
ever Hanukkah celebration in the 
Governor’s mansion, and participated 
in the lighting the Menorah, and shared 
a message of hope and light during these 
challenging times.  •

Chabad Celebrates Hanukkah with Governor Bill Lee

Governor Bill Lee and Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad of Nashville, and Rabbi Levi 
Klein of Chabad of Memphis.Rabbi Ytzchok Teichtel, Governor Bill Lee, Levi, Chana, Esther and Sarah Teichtel 
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For the past 18 years Chabad of 
Nashville has been lighting the 

Metro Menorah at Riverfront Park 
and then at Public Square with a sit-
ting Nashville Mayor, beginning with 
Mayor Purcell, followed by each succes-
sive Mayor up to and including current 
Mayor John Cooper.  

On the first night of Chanukah 
Mayor Cooper, together with community 
leadership participated in a COVID 
safe Menorah lighting at Public Square. 

In attendance were eight people in 
accordance with the Metro Nashville’s 
current safety regulations, and the 
event was streamed live on the Mayor’s 
Facebook page. 

The event opened with welcoming 
remarks and Chanukah greetings by 
Rabbi Shana Mackler, and was followed 
by remarks from the Mayor, and Rabbi 
Yitzchok Tiechtel.  For the lighting 
of the 12 foot tall Menorah in Public 
Square, Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of 

Mayor Cooper lights the Metro Menorah

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel from Chabad of Nashville and Mayor John Cooper light the 
Metro Menorah in Public Square

Community leadership participating in the Menorah lighting event. From L to R. Vice 
Mayor Jim Shulman, Eric Stillman, CEO Jewish Federation, Rabbi Shana Mackler of The 
Temple, Mayor John Cooper, Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad of Nashville.

Chabad of Nashville, and Mayor Cooper 
climbed aboard the scissor lift and rode 
up to the top.

Chabad of Nashville also placed 
public Menorahs throughout Nashville, 
including at the Kroger supermarkets 

in Belle Meade and Bellevue. Chabad 
of Nashville also distributed close to 
200 Chanukah-To-Go boxes to Jewish 
families across Middle Tennessee, so that 
no family feels alone, as No Jew Will Be 
Left Behind.  •

The Temple’s new Outdoor Learning 
Environment was dedicated 

last month on the fourth night of 
Hanukkah.  The ceremony, which was 
attended both in person with social 
distancing, and streamed live, included 
a ribbon cutting and recognitions of 
the many people and companies who 
helped build the play scape from start 
to finish.  Notably, thanks were given 
to The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee for funding from its security 
grant program, which helped provide 
the security gates and fencing around 
the scape.  And recognition was also 
given to the Lori Ann Fishel Fund 
to Enhance the Lives of Those With 

Disabilities, for its assistance in planning 
and executing the inclusive, accessible 
features throughout. Also recognized 
were Corye Nelson, Director of The 
Temple Preschool, whose vision inspired 
and drove the project, and congregant 
Lisa Shmerling, who was instrumental 
in working alongside Corye to bring 
the vision to life.  Others in attendance 
were Rabbi Mark Schiftan, Rabbi Shana 
Mackler, Rabbi Michael Shulman, 
Cantor Tracy Fishbein, Temple President 
Jimmy Marks, Immediate Past President 
Joyce Friedman, Temple Director of 
Administration and Advancement Erin 
Zagnoev, Temple Facility Manager 
Mark Shepard, and Jewish Federation 
CEO Eric Stillman.  •

The Temple Dedicates New Outdoor Learning Environment

Pictured, l to r: Rabbi Mark Schiftan, Temple President Jimmy Marks, Lisa Shmerling, 
Immediate Past President Joyce Friedman, Temple Director of Administration and 
Advancement Erin Zagnoev, Cantor Tracy Fishbein, Temple Preschool Director Corye 
Nelson, Jewish Federation CEO Eric Stillman, Rabbi Shana Mackler

Jewish Federation CEO Eric Stillman 
lights the Menorah at The Temple on 
the fourth night of Hanukkah

Temple Preschool Director Corye 
Nelson and Lisa Shmerling cut the ribbon 
on the Outdoor Learning Environment

Please support the businesses 
that advertise in the Observer and help support 

our community in all ways! 
Make sure to let them know...

you saw their ad here!

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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Notes from Noam
By NOAM HARARI
ISRAELI SHLICHA (EMISSARY)

When I was preparing to come to 
Nashville for my Shlichut, I knew 

there were going to be some challenges.  
Staying away from home, new language, 
new country, new job, etc

I would never imagine what the world 
went through in the past 12 months.  
Some days I’m so happy that I’m healthy 
and I’m doing such a meaningful job here. 
And on other days I can’t stop thinking 
about home and sometimes I feel alone.

I would’ve never stayed and gone 
through all of that without this amazing 
community and the true friendships I’ve 

developed here throughout my time here 
in Nashville.

I’m so proud of all the events we’ve 
created even though times are hard.   Virtual 
dance classes, amazing Yom HaZikaron 
event, a great Israel Day that was stopped by 
the storm, Coffee with Nashville Shlichot, 
90’s virtual party, NASHir Together, 
Krav Maga class, Podcast, Hebrew classes, 
collaborations and many more!!  

Even when times were hard, I have 
grown as a person and I’ve learned so 
much from this amazing community.  
Looking forward for 2021, let’s be kind to 
each other and to ourselves. 

Can’t wait to see you virtually and in 
person at next year’s events.

2020 Review

Nashville’s Jewish community Emissary from Israel, Noam Harari, looks back at 2020 
in pictures

By MARISA RUBIN

About a month ago I was sitting on a 
NowGen board meeting via zoom, 

talking about my ideas for Hanukkah. 
Little did I know that these young leaders 
wanted to get hands on and make our own 

Hanukkah programming this year. We 
quickly planned a follow-up meeting and 
8 Crazy Nights was born. We collaborated 
on an amazing idea to take Hanukkah 
a step farther this year and do some-
thing every night. We planned to start 
with candle lighting and end with candle 

NowGen Gets Crazy for Hanukkah
lighting. Throughout the week, we had a 
Havdallah with Rabbi Jessica Shimberg, 
a songwriters’ round with Camden West 
and Dan Harrison, Israel Trivia, and even 
a small in-person Latkes and Vodkas 
event. Additionally, NowGen was able to 
partner with Status Dough and Butcher 

& Bee, two local restaurants to give back 
to our community through food orders. 
Overall, we were able to engage about 100 
young Jewish adults in the Nashville com-
munity and making sure they had people 
to share the light of their menorahs with 
all week long. •

By ALEX HELLER

The Gordon JCC will hold a virtu-
al Tu Bishvat beer tasting seder on 

January 27th at 7pm. Matt Leff, owner 
of event production company Rhizome 
Productions (and JCC board member), 
will walk attendants through the tasting 
of several beers. Each will be paired with 
a snack related to the Tu Be’shevat seder. 

Tu Be’shevat begins Spring in Israel, 
and the celebration honors nature and 
one’s relationship to the Earth. The 
holiday seder was created by Kabbalists 
in the 16th century; it involves four cups 
of wine and special foods. These foods 

are known as the Shivat Hanminim, or 
Seven Species: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, 
pomegranates, olives, and honey. They 
are foods the Torah describes as abundant 
throughout Israel.

For this fun event, beers will be 
enjoyed instead of wine, alongside curated 
cheeses and dried fruits. The cost for the 
event is $36 which will be enough to 
serve two people. For participants with 
children awake at home during this time, 
the JCC will provide suggested activities 
to correspond with the seder. 

Register at: gordonjccbeertasting.
eventbrite.com. For more information, 
contact sharon@nashvillejcc.org   •

Gordon JCC Presents 
Beer Tasting Seder to 
Celebrate Tu Be’shevat

Please support the businesses 
that advertise in the Observer and help support 

our community in all ways! 
Make sure to let them know...

you saw their ad here!
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(615) 385-2718
ArgentTrust.com

Contact us today!

2020 POWER LEADERS IN FINANCE
2016 WOMEN OF INFLUENCE 
2012 ADVISOR HALL OF FAME QEDC

Argent off ers comprehensive wealth 
management services from a dedicated 
staff  of attorneys, CPAs, CFPs and CFAs.

Proudly Supporting Life & Legacy™

At Argent Trust, we are proud to support Life 
& Legacy™, off ering complimentary reviews 
for families evaluating their legacy plan.

Howard Safer, CPA Mindy Hirt, CFP®

By EMMA DUNCLIFFE

For students across the world, school 
looks very different from years past. 

With COVID-19 cases surging in Middle 
Tennessee, most schools have opted to 
move to an online educational platform. 
With strict adherence to CDC and TN 
Department of Health guidelines, social 
distancing, and outdoor learning options, 
Akiva School has been able to maintain 
in-person learning since the school year 
began in August. Along with the gen-
erosity of multiple public and private 
donors, part of what has made this pos-
sible is the espousal of this year’s school 
theme of chesed/kindness.

While COVID protocols prevent 
classes from joining together in person, 
virtual platforms allow for cross-grade 
collaboration and sociability. “It’s 
important to learn about chesed because 
the world needs more kindness and peace 
right now,” says Esther Livshitz, a second 
grade student. 

 Using the text from Tehillim/Psalms 
‘Olam Chesed Yibaneh’ “The world is built 
on kindness” or “Kindness will help build 
the world,” as a framework for the year, 
Akiva students have been learning and 
reflecting on the meaning of kindness 
and exploring the many ways they can 
bring more kindness to the world.

The Akiva community typically 
enjoys many meaningful in-person 
events and celebrations throughout 
the year. From an intimate, “Sunflower 
Ceremony,” to welcoming Kindergarten 
families and students to the school, to 
monthly, “Birthday Book,” ceremonies 
to celebrate each child’s birthday with 
a dedication of a book to the Akiva 
School Library, to weekly school-wide 
assemblies, these events are staples in 
the community. Head of School, Rabba 
Daniella Pressner, and her team have 
worked hard to provide this programming 
(with opportunities for parents and 
community members to join virtually) to 
conserve these experiences for students 
and families.

At Akiva’s weekly assembly, held via 
Zoom, so that the pods can see each other, 
students engage in conversation, debate, 
and text study to better understand 
the meaning of chesed. Rabba Pressner 
hopes that the students’ exploration of 
kindness will, “infuse chesed into their 
lives.” Students have discussed acts of 
kindness they can perform within the 
school and their greater communities and 
many classes have already taken on this 
charge.  Last month, 6th grade students 

wrote notes of gratitude to the healthcare 
workers at Vanderbilt Children’s 
Hospital so that on Thanksgiving they 
knew that there were children who 
deeply appreciated their hard work and 
dedication this year. First grade students 
will be leading the Eight Days of Kindness 
Challenge. For each day of Chanukah, 
the class invites the entire school and 
greater Nashville community to join. 
The class has brainstormed different ways 
to bring kindness to the world. They will 
be making cards for Israeli soldiers and 
children in hospitals, and collecting toys, 
clothes and books for those in need.

As part of a deeper exploration 
into kindness, fifth and sixth graders are 
taking part in the Jane Goodall Institute’s 
Roots and Shoots Project.  Through this 
initiative, students will develop and 
execute a project that addresses a specific 
issue they have identified in their local 
community. This project fosters respect 
and compassion for all living things, 
promotes understanding of all cultural 
beliefs, and inspires individuals to be 
active in making the world a better place. 

The exploration of chesed has also 
become a central part of professional 
development for faculty and staff. In 
weekly Zoom calls, faculty and staff 
members have studied classic texts, and 
discussed what chesed looks like in their 
classroom and in their interactions with 
students and families. School counselor, 
Beth Siller, facilitated virtual workshops 
for faculty and staff about mindfulness in 
the classroom and emotional wellbeing. 
“It has really been incredible to see our 
faculty, staff and students all pitch in to 
get our goals accomplished this year,” 
says fourth grade teacher Susan Eskew. 
“Having a strong support system and 
network has allowed us to truly focus on 
teaching,” she says.

Despite the limitations this year 
presents, Akiva remains committed to 
engaging with Akiva families and the 
greater community.  Akiva hosts an 
annual Grandparents and Special Friends 
Day every November, where students 
welcome their families into the school 
to learn and celebrate together. In an 
effort to keep grandparents and friends 
connected and engaged, Julie Fortune 
and Elly Ebin, developed a virtual 
program which included a presentation 
on Mindful Grandparenting with Pam 
Siegel and Leslie Zinberg, authors of 
Grandparenting: Renew, Relive, Rejoice. 

The halls and classrooms of Akiva 
continue to abound with kindness, love, 
and hope for the future.  •

Why Chesed Matters at Akiva in 2020

Second grader Abigail Stein (‘24) poses with a portion of the Chesed Quilt Project, 
including patches from every student in the school

Learn more about the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 

at www.jewishnashville.org

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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We will be highlighting CAMPS. 
We know that you will want to be  included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract a 1/8 page ad or larger we will be happy to 
contact you for articles pertaining to your business. 

Deadline for ads is January 15, 2021

Contact: Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager
615-354-1699 or e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org 

fax: 615-352-0056

CAMPS
COMING FEBRUARY 2021
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Tzedakah Tzunday

Due to Covid restrictions, the only volunteer opportunities this
year will be to make calls. Volunteers will use their personal phones.

By CARRIE MILLS 

The Janet Levine March Gallery will 
feature the work of painter Ryan 

Rado. Ryan Rado is an artist, curator 
and musician living and working in 
Nashville, Tennessee. His work is a pro-
cess of the excavation of an inner-world. 
He compares it to using a complex mirror 
to more clearly see hidden joys, inten-
tions and motivations. His work allows 
the unconscious to become conscious. 
“Enter the part of the forest that looks 
darkest to you.” 

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature the 
Mobe Oner.  Eric, ‘Mobe,’ Bass is a 
Nashville, Tennessee Based Artist. His 
artistic process began as a child stemming 
from real life experience and heart break. 
Now, his primary source of inspiration for 
his richly diverse subject matter comes 
from exploring nature, hiking and rock 
climbing. His art is characterized by its 
merging of sinister or nefarious ideas with 
lovable and lighthearted convictions 
with a playful use of light sources. Mobe’s 
works of art are displayed in several pri-
vate residences throughout the world as 
well as several public murals and other 
works throughout the United States. 

The Sig Held Gallery will feature 
the mixed media creations of Kelley 
Rice, a native Nashvillian. Her influenc-
es are Robert Rauschenberg, Sara Ogren 
and Ann Hamilton. She studied at The 
University of Tennessee Knoxville where 
she earned a BA in Graphic Design with 
a Minor in Art History. She specializes 
in mixed media and has been creating art 
for 45 years. When people see her work, 
she hopes they experience joy, a lightness 
of heart and memories of childhood. 

The House gallery will feature the 
Under One Roof collaborative exhibit. 
The Exhibition Dates are January 4th 
-January 30th. The exhibitions are free 
and open to the public. Any attendees 
will need to wear masks, sign in and have 
their temperature scanned at the front 
desk. For more information, contact the 
GJCC at 615.354-1699, Curator Carrie 
Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to 
www.nashvillejcc.org.  •

January in the GJCC Galleries:  
Works by Ryan Rado, Mobe Oner and Kelley Rice

Blown by the Wind, by Kelley Schmitt RiceWork by Ryan Rado

Learn more about the 
Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 

Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org

To access the 
Community Calendar, 

go to 
www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.”

Work by Mobe Oner
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@ Chabad

At Our COngregAtiOns…

The Baby Who Wouldn’t Die: Of Medicine, 
Miracles and a Mindset 

Chabad of Nashville will host Inspirational Speaker Rabbi Elie Estrin, for an inspir-
ing evening about, “The Baby Who Wouldn’t Die: Of Medicine, Miracles and a Mindset,” 
Monday, January 18, 7:00 PM, CDT.

When their 6th child was diagnosed in utero with an extreme and rare form of 
cardiac disease, Rabbi Elie and Chaya Rochel Estrin mentally prepared for their unpre-
dictable future.  Rabbi Elie will share his awe-inspiring story of how, despite the fatal 
predictions of the doctors, his baby – and his family – are thriving.

Rabbi Estrin is a chaplain in the US Air Force Reserve, with the rank of Captain-
Promotable. He is attached to the 42nd Air Base Wing at Maxwell Air Force Base in 
Alabama. After directing Chabad at University of Washington for 13 years, he and his 
family moved to North Miami Beach, FL, where he serves as the Military Personnel 
Liaison for the Aleph Institute; being the Chabad representative responsible for caring 
for Jews in the United States Armed Forces. He and his wife, Chaya, have 6 children 

Rabbi Estrin’s family medical journey is the subject of an upcoming book to be 
published by Mosaica Press, titled: “Of Medicine, Miracles and Mindsets”, due out in 
bookstores and Amazon by Spring 2021. 

 “The Baby Who Wouldn’t Die: Of Medicine, Miracles and a Mindset,” will take place 
via zoom, live on Monday, January 18, 7:00 PM, CDT. There is no cost to participate, 
however prior registration is required via chabadnashville.com/medicine

An Evening of POSITIVITY BIAS with 
Chabad

Chabad of Nashville presents a panel on, “THINKING GOOD,” via its Facebook 
page with four dynamic guest speakers, each of whom share words of wisdom from their 
personal journeys. 

The panelists will include:
• Dr. David Rosmarin is the director of the Spirituality and Mental Health Program at 

McLean Hospital and an assistant professor at Harvard University. His groundbreak-
ing studies helped show how spirituality impacts our mental and physical health.

• Rabbi Mendel Kalmenson is the director of Chabad of Belgravia and author of the 
book “Positivity Bias: Practical Wisdom for Positive Living”. He has lectured across 
the world on this topic as well.

• Mr. Natan Sharansky is an Israeli politician, human rights activist, and author who, 
as a refusenik in the Soviet Union during the 1970s and 1980s, spent nine years in 
Soviet prisons. He served as Chair of the Executive of the Jewish Agency from June 
2009 to August 2018.

• Mrs. Sara Blau is an educator, artist and acclaimed author of over 20 children’s 
books.
These four presenters will inspire people who want to BE POSITIVE despite all 

the challenges life throws at you. This presentation is for people who want to choose 
to bounce back when life has knocked them down – for people who want to choose 
happiness and success. 

The panelists will share their personal stories and emphasize how to find a way to 
move forward, with all situations, and to love and have faith in G-d, and to truly believe 
that G-d is there for us no matter what we are faced with in life.

This presentation will be featured on the facebook page of Chabad of Nashville on 
Monday, January 18, 7:00 PM CDT.

Biblical Tales of Kings, Warriors and 
Prophets via Zoom

Chabad will be presenting a winter course on Biblical Tales of Kings, Warriors and 
Prophets, on the Book of Samuel. These lessons will be taught via Zoom, on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 PM, during January, February, and March.

 Participants will be immersed in the richness of the Jewish Scriptures and discover 
the hidden meanings that have been lost over centuries of translations, and delve into 
the fascinating world of the ancient prophets of Israel. This new learning opportunity 
explores the dramatic stories and powerful messages contained in the Book of Samuel.

For more information or to register go to www.chabadnshville.com or call 615-
646-5750

Chabad Chicken Soup Squad Winter 2021
All around town people are suffering from the common cold, strains of flu, or 

maybe Covid-19, and many are feeling a bit apprehensive.
 Never fear, The Chabad Chicken Soup Squad is here to the rescue. Chabad 

presents various local chefs preparing authentic chicken soup, and a dedicated team of 
volunteers who deliver to those under the weather or are not feeling well. The chicken 
soup broth has earned rave reviews; it’s the original Jewish penicillin.

 For anyone who would like a free quart or two of this unique chicken soup broth, 
or would like to volunteer with delivering this soup to those who are under the weather 
please call our Chesed coordinator Tami at 615-646-5750, or email chabadnashville-
office@gmail.com.

@ Micah
Jump on the digital bandwagon. As agile as ever, Judaism at Micah continues to evolve 

with courage, compassion and creativity. Stay updated! Go to www.congregationmicah.org, 
like us on our socials: Facebook and Instagram @MicahNashville, read our eblasts, learn with 
us on YouTube, chat with us on Zoom and pray with us on our Livestream. In our virtual tent, 
there is room for everyone! Access Micah’s programs from the front page of our website - all 
are free and open to the public.

Book Club
Monday, January 4 @ 7:00 PM on Zoom

All are welcome for a Zoom discussion on the book White Fragility by Robin 
DiAngelo.

February’s Book Club selection: The Bee Keeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri on 
Feb 1st

Virtual Variety Show
Saturday, January 9 at 7:00 PM

An evening of comedy, music, prizes and fun! This special event features a silent 
auction, entertaining acts, and a set by comedian Joel Chasnoff. To purchase tickets, 
visit www.congregationmicah.org/events and you will be given a private zoom link to 
watch the show. Dress in your best groovy attire!

“Are You Jewish Enough?” 
Second Friday of each month @ 12:00 PM on Zoom

A discussion over lunch about all thing Jewish.  We’ll explore prayer, spirituality, 
the nature of God, Israel, Jewish superstitions and so much more. 

Led by Rabbis Laurie Rice and Jen Lader of Temple Israel in Bloomfield Hills, MI.
January 8, February 12, March 12, April 9

RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY
with Erskine White, M.Div, Ed.D  and Rabbi Laurie Rice 

 
PART 1:  THE FOUNDERS’ VIEW
Tuesday, January 12, 5-6 pm
What did the Founders really believe about Church (Religion) and State?   It’s a 

hot button “culture war” issue and more complicated than either fundamentalists or 
secularists think.

PART 2: DEMOCRACY, RELIGION AND NATIONALISM
Tuesday, January 19, 5-6 pm
In a nation still struggling to become a democracy, this session takes a look at the 

growing threats of political factionalism and religious nationalism.

PART 3: DEMOCRACY AND SPIRITUALITY
Tuesday, January 26, 5-6 pm
This session identifies the spiritual foundations necessary to strengthen and sustain 

democracy.

Register here for one or all sessions:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqfuqsrjMqHdTz30UxcrZ1RsaUY-

QbqRvIN 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 

about joining the meeting.

The Afterlife: Jewish views and then some
A six series class with Rabbi Laurie Rice and Rabbi Joshua Kullock

12:00 PM on Zoom
Jan 13: Who/What are we? Jewish Musings on Body and Spirit/Soul
Jan 27: After Death, Then What? (part 1) Nothing, Sheol, and Resurrection

Motown to Micah 
Thursday, January 21 at 7:00 PM on Zoom

Many of you know Lisa Silver as Congregation Micah’s Music Director/Cantorial 
Soloist, but did you know she’s had a 48 year career in Nashville as an award winning 
studio vocalist, violinist/fiddle player and Grammy-nominated Music Row songwriter? 
Join Lisa as she shares stories of her musical journey, “From Motown to Micah.”

For the Sake of Repairing the World
Thursday, January 28th at noon on Zoom

The earliest use of the term, “tikkun olam,” comes in the phrase, “mip’nei tikkun 
ha-olam,” or, “for the sake of repairing the world.”  The saying appears in the Talmud 
with the meaning of amending the law in order to keep society well-functioning and to 
ameliorate social conditions.

Many of us are engaged in and energized by the work of tikkun olam, sometimes 
referred to as our Jewish commitment to social justice.  But why do we care so much?  
What is contained in our Jewish tradition (and in our kishkes) that compels us to 
engage in the work of changing the world?  Can the texts and stories of our Jewish her-
itage help us understand our personal motivations and inspire us to roll up our sleeves 
and move the needle on equity and justice in our community and world?  Can these 
texts and stories nourish our souls and gird us for the difficult work ahead?

Continued on next page
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At Our COngregAtiOns…

@ Sherith Israel

This time together will allow us to study these texts and stories of our tradition and 
engage in the important dialogue of why we care and what more we can do.

The first meeting will be Thursday, January 28th at noon via zoom. You can reg-
ister in advance here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvcO2vrzMuEtRTI-
15atsM3OskG3h2GeQMh 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting.

Schmooze & Views
Thursdays at 10:30 AM on Zoom 

A discussion about politics conducted in a civil and humorous way. Led by Dr. Bob 
Smith and Rabbi Flip. 

Torah Study
Saturday Mornings at 9:00 AM on Zoom

The sages and commentators - past and present - come alive. Led by one of the 
Rabbis Rice.

Shabbat Services
Friday Nights @ 6:00 PM on Livestream, Facebook and YouTube

Experience how the power of music, song, and the inspiration of sacred words can 
help you feel more connected and less anxious. 

Zoom Into a Night of Classical Music
The Nashville Symphony may be on a COVID-19 break, but Sherith Israel’s 

talented musicians are on the job! Led by Rabbi Saul Strosberg and Blair’s Suzuki 
Program Director, Zach Ebin, musicians including Austin Peay Professor of Music 
Jeffrey Wood will be part of an evening of classical music to celebrate Sherith Israel’s 
2021 Fundraiser. The evening will take place on Saturday January 23 at 8 PM using 
the Hopin.com online events platform. It will start with a “virtual” meet-and-greet for 
those who have missed seeing their friends live, the concert followed by a group l’chaim 
(or two!), and concluding with time for yet more schmoozing, always a key part of any 
Nashville Jewish community event. 

For more information, please visit the Sherith Israel website at SherithIsrael.org  or 
contact the Sherith Israel office at 615-292-6614. 

@ The Temple
January at The Temple
The Curb Lectures – 2021- The Sermon on the Mount

A 6-Week Judeo-Christian Perspective-You are invited to participate in this 
inaugural partnership between The Rev. Charlie Curb Center For Faith Leadership at 
Belmont and The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom as they host this series to 
be held on

Tuesday Evenings at 6:00 p.m. ~ January 12th - February 16th
Leaders Include: Dr. Jon Roebuck, Executive Director of The Rev. Charlie Curb 

Center for Faith Leadership at Belmont University, Rabbi Mark Schiftan, Senior Rabbi, 
The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom . Please join us each week as we learn 
together. 

Zoom Link: https://belmontu.zoom.us/j/6154179356

W.E.L.L (Women Engage in Living & Learning) Wine (or Whiskey!) and Cheese 
Happy Hour on January 28th, 2021~ 7:00 pm –For Zoom Information, go to thetem-
plehub.org

Lunch with the Rabbi takes place on Thursdays at Noon in January. 
January 14th, 21st, 28th –For Zoom Information, go to thetemplehub.org

American Jewish History and the Rest of the Story
On March 16, 1958, many members of our congregation were children or young 

adults. We were told by friends or parents that the JCC had just been bombed by the 
Confederate Underground.  

What was the Confederate Underground?  Who was J.B. Stoner and what was his 
impact in the civil rights and anti-Semitic movement of the 1950’s?

On May 26, 1981, three members of either the Klu Klux Klan or a fringe group 
were arrested by federal agents in a foiled plot to bomb our beloved Temple.  Who 
were Gladys Girgenti; Charles Boyers; and Robert Boyers?  Were they a part of a larger 
conspiracy?  And did the bombing attempt have its roots in the JCC bombing a gen-
eration earlier?

Join Nashville attorney and former radio host Steve Lefkovitz for a lively remem-
brance of these historical events that affected the Nashville Jewish community and our 
congregation. January 21st @ 5:30PM via thetemplehub.org

Let’s Connect - January 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st from 5:00-5:30PM via thetem-
plehub.org. Join us for a weekly check-in as we all find our way through this very long 
pandemic.  We are all managing so many additional layers to our lives. Some of us have 
found silver linings, and some are weary and tired – many of us are both at the same 
time! One thing we’ve all learned through this is we are truly all in this together. So 
join your temple friends to say hello and touch base. Facilitated by Harriet Schiftan, 
MSW, President and CEO, Gilda’s Club Middle TN. Hosted by the Temple’s Care and 
Concern Committee, Alyssa Trachtman and Susan Zager, Co-Chairs. 

Chevrah Torah Study @ 9:30a.m. on Saturdays via thetemplehub.org

Shabbat Schedule for January
Friday, January 1st ~ 6:00 pm
 A Toast to 2021 Shabbat
Friday, January 9th ~ 6:00 pm
 Following services, join us for a “virtual” Oneg Shabbat where we can talk  

 and catch up! 
Friday, January 15th  ~ 6:00 pm
 MLK Shabbat
Friday, January 22nd ~ 6:00 pm
 Tu B’Shevat Shabbat
Friday, January 29th ~ 6:00 pm
 Shabbat Shira
Access all Shabbat Services via Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/320094033

Tot Tu b’Shevat! Celebrate the “Birthday of the Trees” with Rabbi Mackler 
and Cantor Fishbein. January 30th @ 10:00a.m. Tot Shabbat can be accessed via 
thetemplehub.org.

@ West End
Shacharit

Join us Mondays & Thursdays for Shacharit service at 8:30 a.m. on Zoom. 
Zoom info:
Meeting ID: 847 4426 3911
Password (case sensitive): 5A63j6
 Those having issues with getting onto Zoom can message Rabbi or Cantor through 

Facebook and they will reply back asap.  

Daily Mincha
Join us for daily Mincha on Zoom at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting ID: 831 8625 7601
Password (case sensitive): 9ix4BK

Kabbalat Shabbat 
You are invited to join. Join us for Kabbalat Shabbat on Fridays on Zoom at 6:00 p.m.

Morning Shabbat services  
You are invited to join by zoom on Saturday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Meeting ID for both Friday and Saturday: Meeting  ID: 817 3312 3376
Password: shabbat

Talmud on Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m.
Zoom Information: (No password required) 
Meeting ID: 777 716 003  

Torah class on Thursdays
Nechemya Rosenfeld teaches a torah study class on Thursday mornings at 7:00 am. 

The link is the same as Shacharit on Thursdays.

Torah class for Women (Book of Leviticus):
First Wednesday of each month at 11am.
Meeting ID: 687 162 304
Passcode: Torah

Torah class for Men (Second Book of Samuel):
Second Thursday of each month at 12pm.
Meeting ID: 316 042 610
Passcode: Torah

Intro To Judaism Class Returns in 2021 as a virtual class
Once again, the West End Synagogue will be partnering with the American 

Jewish University hosting the very prestigious Miller Introduction to Judaism Program. 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock will be teaching the four months class and everyone is invited 
to join. This learning opportunity, which begins January 10, 2021 and runs through 
May 2, 2021, is in partnership with the Miller Introduction to Judaism Program of the 
American Jewish University.  Classes will run every Sunday from 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
The cost for WES members is $36 (couples $50) and for non-members is $180. Don’t 

Continued on page 16
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Nashville’s congregations
Here are the websites for all five Nashville Jewish congregations, 
with information on services, upcoming events and more:

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, www.chabadnashville.com

Congregation Micah, www.congregationmicah.org

Congregation Sherith Israel, www.sherithisrael.com

The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom, www.templenashville.org

West End Synagogue, www.westendsyn.org

At Our COngregAtiOns…
miss the opportunity to learn with Rabbi Joshua Kullock, make new friends and explore 
Judaism in new and deeper ways. For more information, check out the website at intro.
aju.edu. We encourage you to please register at linda@westendsyn.org or call 269-4592 
ext. 12 so that we can plan for materials and get you the link to the class. We hope to 
“see” you soon!

West End Synagogue Night Live - Presented by Electronic Express
West End Synagogue has rescheduled our annual fundraiser, West End Synagogue 

Night Live (WESNL). The event will now be held virtually on Sunday, January 17, 
2020 at 6 p.m.

The evening will feature a joke competition with video submissions for an oppor-
tunity to win prizes in several categories. The special awards are being sponsored by 
CapWealth Group.  All members of the community are invited to submit videos of 
jokes, skits, or songs before December 30, 2020.  Go to the West End website to reserve 
your tickets today! www.westendsyn.org/WESNL

Continued from page 16

By JULIE GREENBERG

Indeed, they say, “hindsight is 20/20,” 
and in looking back over a most mem-

orable year, I marvel at what we have 
created in the form of online commu-
nity.  With the generous support of 
Federation funding through our annual 
education grant and through our JLAB 
programming, here are a few “hindsight 
highlights” from the first semester of this 
dynamic school year. 

In addition to shining a spotlight on 
our weekly host families during our Sunday 
morning service, we have welcomed 
guests like Jewish rapper Westside Gravy 
and Jewish mental health/teen educator 
Scott Fried to share their perspectives and 
experience with our students and staff.  
Congregant and children’s author Rachel 
Kenyon shared her newly-published book 
You Know How to Love with our youngest 
students, explaining that the book’s idea 
grew out of conversations with her 7th 
grade students at Micah.  Nine of our 
CHAI Society students attended the new-
ly-formed Social Justice Academy run by 
the URJ’s Religious Action Center.

Our faculty and students have 
embraced our new Jewish values-based 
ShalomLearning curriculum, and we 
have enhanced our 6th grade Family 
B’nai Mitzvah classes in partnership with 
Moving Traditions.

Chanukah was still filled with lev-
ity and light thanks to our series of 
eight online gifts, our annual Chanukah 
Art Contest, Lisa Silver’s playful video 
compilation of our students singing, 
“Hawaiian Hanukkah,” and special JLAB 
holographic glasses that brought Stars of 
David to each candle’s flame.  

Looking ahead to the spring semes-
ter, we are excited to welcome author 
Lisa Rose to share her new children’s 
book, A Zombie Vacation – a fun travel-
ogue through Israel from the perspective 

of a burnt-out zombie who decides the 
Dead Sea is the perfect vacation spot.  
Additionally, Steve Sheinken, celebrat-
ed author of the Rabbi Harvey series, 
will share his approach to Jewish history 
and humor, and local magician Cole 
Strosberg will enhance our lesson on 
Harry Houdini as part of our ongoing 
Jewish heroes series.  Our CHAI Society 
students are developing a podcast, and 

Hindsight Highlights from 2020 

Purim promises to be epic, so stay tuned!
All of this adaptation – more of a 

pirouette than a pivot – is just the most 
recent chapter in the much longer story 
of Jewish history.  What Jewish children 
and their lucky adults can learn from this 
challenging chapter of COVID is that not 
only do we survive – we thrive – both in 
good company and with gratitude for the 
support of our larger Jewish community. •

Jewish rapper and George Washington 
University student Noah Shufuntinsky, 
aka Westside Gravy, shared insight into 
his writing process, Jewish background 
and political commitments to Micah 
CHAI Society students.

Micah teens attending one of the RAC’s Social Justice Academy sessions on racial equity, diversity & inclusion. 

Please support 
the businesses 

that advertise in 
the Observer and 
help support our 

communityin all ways! 
Make sure to let 

them know...you saw 
their ad here!

Learn more about the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 

at www.jewishnashville.org
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Dear Esther
Dear Esther,
As I get ready to attend holi-

day family gatherings, I wonder why 
some Jews think of themselves as an 
American citizen who is Jewish (i.e. 
Judaism is a religion) while others con-
sider themselves Jewish-American (i.e. 
their ‘National’ identity is Jewish with 
merely a distinction between those in/
from Israel and those in the diaspora 
{United States]).  Without bringing it 
to my dinner table, I wanted to know 
someone else’s thoughts

– G.G.

Dear G.G.,
What a good question, G.G.  This 

is complicated stuff and one that peo-
ple fight about often.  But I bet you 
already knew that!  This question can 
be answered one of two ways.  The first 
option is by addressing it through an aca-
demic perspective and the second option 
is addressing it through a personal, emo-
tional, and spiritual perspective.  Since I 
am a retired Psychologist and not an aca-
demic, I will address it with a personal, 
emotional and spiritual perspective. 

A person’s identity is who you are, 
the way you think about yourself and 
the way you are viewed by the world.   
A person’s understanding of their cul-
tural identity develops from birth and is 
shaped by the values and attitudes of the 
people surrounding them.  However, our 
identity can change given the current 
circumstances we are in.  Jews have 
always grappled with how to identify and 
display their Jewishness.   It is a compli-
cated matter and can be controver-
sial.   As Americans, we tend to identify 
ourselves through religion where other 
countries identify themselves through 
their culture. I have spoken to several 
American Jews who shared that they 
feel more American when in a foreign 

country but while at home, they identify 
more with being Jewish and feel more of 
the need to display their Jewish heritage 
in their own neighborhood.

But aren’t these just labels that 
either we or society impose on our-
selves?  There are so many labels with no 
perfect fit.  Labels can bring us together 
or separate and divide us.  Does an 
individual have only one fixed identity?  
Can it be somewhat fluid depending 
on the environment they are in? Each 
person should decide what feels accurate 
and comfortable to them at any given 
moment.  The most important aspect 
to consider is that identity at its core is 
the need to belong.  There is comfort in 
belonging to a larger group with a shared 
purpose.  It can act as a buffer against 
stress, create a sense of belonging and 
be a protective factor against depression.  

While this topic might evoke heat-
ed discussions at family gatherings, there 
are a few things you can do to preserve 
your seat at the table.  The most import-
ant task at hand is to keep your emo-
tions in check.  Listen to the viewpoints 
of others and don’t try to change their 
minds.  Try to understand where they 
are coming from, share where you are 
coming from and then go from there.  By 
keeping your emotions in check and lis-
tening, you might be able to take a peek 
underneath the labels they were given or 
chosen and have a better understanding 
of who they are at this time in their life.  
Try to keep the conversation on a posi-
tive note and redirect when necessary to 
avoid a heated discussion.  With family 
and friends and a good bowl of Matzo 
Ball Soup at your table, a civil conver-
sation about identity can happen.  And 
don’t forget to have several delicious 
desserts to sweeten the deal!  

– Esther

Esther recently migrated to Nashville from New York and will be partnering with 
JFS on an advice column for The Observer beginning in October.  Esther is a retired 
Psychologist, veteran grandmother who brings a lifetime of experience including dysfunc-
tional families, raising children, relationships, kosher cooking and even interfaith families.  
Esther is excited to be in Nashville and will soon be heard promoting her famous matzo ball 
soup that she believes heals just about anything.  

Please submit your questions to esther@jfsnashville.org on anything under the sun and 
watch for answers in her column.  •

By Barbara Dab as told by Florence 
Wittenstein

It’s been said that one is never too 
old for love and local seniors Florence 

Wittenstein and Rudy Saperstein are 
proving the saying true.  After a three-
year courtship the two tied the knot 
in mid-October in a COVID-safe wed-
ding ceremony officiated by Rabbi Saul 
Strosberg at Sherith Israel.  Florence hails 
originally, from Brooklyn, New York and 
was raised in Alabama, while Rudy is a 
native of Chattanooga.  They have seven 
children and nine grandchildren between 
them, spread all across the United States 
and all are thrilled they have found each 
other.  Here, in her own words, Florence 
shares their inspiring love story.

I started dating Rudy on April 
15, 2017.  We were in a play together 
called, “Dayenu.”  Ruth Klar, who was 
supposed to play Mother Theresa, had 
broken her hip and I was called. In 
at the last minute.  Rudy was cast as 
General George Patton.  We didn’t 
interact much, but two weeks later he 
called and said, “This is General George 
Patton.”  I laughed.  He had two tickets 
to the symphony and asked me to go 
with him.  My first thought was, “Are 
you married?”  He said he was a widow-
er; his wife of 60 years had passed away 
three years before. I hadn’t dated in over 
15 years.  I said yes.  I was so excited and 
nervous, like a teenager again.

Rudy was very lonesome, and he 
was looking to meet someone. I, on the 
other hand was used to living alone and 
being independent. I had been divorced 
since 1989 and had decided I would 
live the rest of my life the way I’d been 
living it for the past 31 years.  Well, 
Hashem had other plans for me!  

We dated for over two years, then 
decided to move in together.  Never say 
never, because reality can knock us for 
a loop!  We were married on October 
18, 2020 by Rabbi Saul. We had a nice 
COVID wedding with 30 guests, all 
wearing masks and social distancing.  
Our guests went home with, “To Go,” 

boxes of cookies and sweets.  
They say opposites attract, and how 

very true.  I had been divorced twice, 
single and alone for 31 years and a 
member of the shul since I married in 
1950.  Rudy was widowed and a long-
time member of The Temple.  I am 89 
years young; he is 86 years young.  

We moved into our condo in 
February, a blessing right before the 
virus. We practice safety measures by 
wearing masks, social distancing and 
avoiding large crowds. Like everyone 
else we have gone through it are still 
going through new challenges and 
changes.  Although it has been con-
fining and frustrating at times, we are 
trying to take one day at a time and live 
in the present.

I know one thing for sure, it’s 
never too late to find true love, and 
even seniors can find love and com-
panionship.  Rudy is definitely my, 
“bashert,” and I am eternally grateful 
and thankful that we found each other.

Thanks to Florence and Rudy for 
showing that even during difficult times, 
love will blossom, and that love can 
be lovelier the second (or third) time 
around. •

Late in Life Romance Brings 
Light and Hope in Difficult Times

Florence Wittenstein and Rudy Saperstein were married at Sherith Israel by Rabbi Saul 
Strosberg in a COVID-safe wedding ceremony. PHOTOS BY  RICK MALKIN

The happy couple, Florence and Rudy

Mitzvahs and Lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah
Ellison Abromowitz 
Thurs., December 31

Ellison Abromowitz 
will become a Bar 
Mitzvah on Thurs., Dec. 
31 at Congregation 
Sherith Israel. He is 
the son of Pam and 
Daniel Abromowitz 
and the brother to 
Oliver and Henry.

A seventh grade student at the 

Jewish Middle School, he loves to play 
video games, football, basketball and any 
sport with his brothers, dad, and uncles.  

During this past year, Ellison studied 
for his Bar Mitzvah with Cantor George 
Lieberman from Sherith Israel and Rabbi 
Moshe Cheplowitz from Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla. Rabbi Saul Strasberg and 
Rabbi Cheplowitz will jointly lead service. 

For Ellison‘s mitzvah project, he 
chose to support Safe Haven Homeless 
Shelter by hosting a book drive and col-
lecting funds to make a large donation of 
bedding. 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org

Please support the businesses that advertise in the 
Observer and help support our communityin all ways! 

Make sure to let them know...you saw their ad here!
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Obituaries
New information service
Observer readers who wish to receive 
email notification of obituaries as the 
newspaper receives the information 
may be placed on a new e-mail list being 
created for this purpose by the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Please 
send your request via e-mail to obits@
jewishnashville.org.

Lenora (Lee) Becker
Condolences to the family of Lenora 

(Lee) Becker who died on Dec. 3 at 
Skyline TriStar Hospital with her fam-
ily around her.  The Funeral took place 
in New York.  She is survived by her 
Husband of 61 years Lou, Son Mark and 
Daughter Adrienne.

Rita Bessen
Condolences to the family of Rita 

Bessen (Rivka bat Ephraim v Sossie) 
who died on Nov. 30. Survivors include 
her children Dr. Matthew (Ellana) 
Bessen, Diane Bessen (Steve Weiner) 
and Jane (Michael) Weiss; grandchildren 
Nathan and Madeline Weiss.

She was predeceased by her husband 
Dr. Seymour Bessen.

Phil Gross
Condolences to the family of Phil 

Gross. Phil died on Dec. 12. He was pre-
deceased by his brothers Charles (Dooley) 
Gross and Sheldon Gross and his sister 
Lillian Gross (Milton) Zuckerman. He is 
survived by his wife Deborah Gross; chil-
dren Barry (Sharon) Gross, Steve Gross, 
Michael Gross and Lisa (Walter) Boyce; 
grandchildren (Yitzchack) Belsh, Beth 
(Timothy) Thornton, Abigail (Louis) 
Padua, Sabrina (Raymond) Diaz, Jeffrey 
and William Boyce; nieces and neph-
ews including Randy (Mike) Gross, Lilia 
Claire Watson Gross and Dorian Rafe 
Kincaid Gross. Phil, who grew up in 

Nashville, came here often and had many 
stories about the Gay Street synagogue.

Eugene Irving “Gene” Heller
Condolences to the family of Eugene 

Irving “Gene” Heller who died peacefully 
on December 16 at the age of 98. Gene 
was a husband, father, grandfather, busi-
nessman, WWII veteran, painter, pilot, 
philanthropist and a pitch-perfect singer 
who, with very little prompting, enjoyed 
belting out Broadway show tunes for 
friends, family, and strangers alike. 

A fountain of wisdom and mischie-
vous good fun, Gene was renowned for 
his creativity, intelligence, generosity, 
perseverance, sunny optimism and irre-
pressible sense of humor. His puns were 
legendary. 

In 1947, Gene and a childhood 
friend partnered in founding “Weather 
Tamer,” a manufacturer of children’s 
outerwear which served The Walt Disney 
Company, the U.S. Armed Forces out-
posts and thousands of specialty shops 
and department stores nationwide. 
Always looking for ways to speed things 
up, Gene often roller-skated through 
factories, bobbing and weaving, covering 
large distances quickly, and greatly amus-
ing onlookers. 

A pioneer of progressive labor prac-
tices in the garment industry, Gene 
offered interest-free loans, on-site child-
care and paid college tuition for all 
employees. In 1958 in Columbia, Tenn., 
he opened one of the first racially inte-
grated sewing factories in the South. U.S. 
Sen. Al Gore Sr. and Governor Frank 
Clement spoke at the ribbon cutting. 
Always seeking new challenges, he start-
ed a homebuilding and land development 
company, which he actively managed 
until the age of 94. 

Gene embodied the Jewish philos-
ophy of “Tikkun Olam” -- repairing the 
world -- in ways large and small. He 
picked up trash, trimmed overgrown 

Eva Lepehne Rosenfeld, 93, died on 
Nov. 28 of dementia and old age. She 

was one of Nashville’s last Holocaust 
survivors. She leaves a legacy of educat-
ing generations of children and adults 
about the Holocaust through sharing her 
holocaust/refugee experiences. In spite of 
the pain in reopening old wounds, Eva 
spoke about her heartbreaking childhood 
and the effects of propaganda and hate. 
Over many years, both she and her late 
husband, Eric, spoke at many schools, 
churches, military bases and civic orga-
nizations. She captivated, educated, and 
inspired people to be more humane and 
understanding.

Eva was born in Königsberg, 
Germany (now Kaliningrad, Russia) in 

April of 1927. 
Despite a desperate flight from the 

German Holocaust and being orphaned 
at 13, Eva always had a kind word and 
consoling hug. She developed an inner 
strength and courage that shone through 
her supportive, caring approach to life, 
and served as an enduring example to 
everyone she touched. She had a sur-
prising core of softhearted kindness and 
playfulness, seemingly unaffected by her 
traumatic childhood. 

When she was just nine, her parents 
fled Nazi Germany to Italy. Her dad had 
lost his pharmacy, their home and most 
of their possessions, including a dollhouse 
Eva cherished. Somehow they managed 
to run a bakery in Genoa. Eva’s mother 

Eva Lepehne Rosenfeld, Holocaust survivor

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

bushes and planted daffodils along public 
streets. For decades, he donated to dozens 
of community organizations including 
The Boys and Girls Club, The YMCA, 
The Rotary Club, the Jewish National 
Fund, Akiva School and Congregation 
Sherith Israel, where he once served as 
president. 

Gene was preceded in death by his 
parents Abraham and Olga (Rosenzweig) 
Heller and his older brother, Dr. David 
Harold Heller (Dvora Halushka). He 
is survived by his wife, Reva (Gordon) 
Heller, and children Anne, David 
(Betsy Eckstein), Lillian (Edward Azar-
Deceased), Robert and Daniel, as well 
as grandchildren Jamie Azar (Olivier 
DeWost), Avra Heller, Dalya Heller and 
Michael Azar. 

The Hellers thank all caregivers and 
staff for their boundless dedication and 
expertise, which gave Gene and his fam-
ily great comfort and peace of mind. 
Donations may be made to Abe’s Garden 
Alzheimer’s & Memory Care Center or 
Akiva School.

Sharlene Krehely
Condolences to the family of 

Sharlene Krehely who died on Nov. 9. 
She is survived by her husband Steve 
and her son Robert, daughter Eileen 
Ruchman, son-in-law Jonathan, grand-
children Maya and Ari, sister Carole 
Goldstein and brother Michael 
Robinson. Memorials can be made in 
Sharlene’s name to Jewish Family Service 
of Nashville and Congregation Micah.

Jeanette Martin
Condolences to the family of Jeanette 

Martin (Shayna bat Hayim v Hannah) 
who died on Nov. 30. She was prede-
ceased by her husband Dave and her son 
Leonard. She is survived by her daughter 
Anne Martin Davenport (Dean), grand-
son Joseph Heintz and her great grand-
daughters Anna and Claire Heintz.

Joyce Murray
Condolences to the family of Joyce 

Murray  who died on Dec. 11. She is 
survived by her daughter Mary Magestro 
(Dr. Ken Lass),  and her grandchildren 
Sean and Kathleen Lass.    Memorials 
can be made  in Joyce’s name to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hospital, Kathy 
Hospice and Congregation Micah.  

Mildred Serata Rothman Roth
Condolences to the family of Mildred 

Serata Rothman Roth who died from 
complications of Covid 19 on Nov. 11 
in Nashville with her husband Eli and 
her stepdaughter Lisa Warren by her 
side. She was born in New York City 
in 1929 to Sarah and Barouch Serata, 
immigrants from an ancient community 
of Jews in Greece. She was the fifth child 
of the family, with two brothers (Edward 
and Hyman) and two sisters (Diane and 
Betty), who predeceased her. Eight nieces 
and nephews survive her. Mildred met 
George Rothman and they married in 
1948. They made their home in Nashville, 
Tennessee and were happily married for 
44 years. George passed away in 1992. 

Being the strong women that she 
was, Mildred continued to make a life for 
herself without George in Nashville. She 
built a friendship with Eli Roth, which 
soon flourished into a loving relation-
ship. Eli and Mildred married in 2001.

Mildred enjoyed winning at mahjong 
whenever she had a chance to play. She 
also loved her teacup poodle, Precious, 
whom she carried with her nearly every-
where she went. She worked at Commerce 
Union Bank for many years. She was com-
puter savvy and loved making Chanukah 
and birthday cards for her relatives and 
friends. She was also an avid knitter, and 
loved to walk at the JCC. She generous-
ly contributed to life at Congregation 
Sherith Israel, donating many prayer 
books and to the Torah fund. Mildred is 
missed greatly by all who knew her. •

succumbed to the stress and a heart con-
dition, and died at 36 when Eva was 12. 
Shortly thereafter, when the Nazis took 
over Italy, Eva and her dad were relegated 
to a small hill town in southern Italy. At 
one point, her father was rounded up by 
passing Nazi’s troops, and put in prison. 
After his release, he was ordered to leave 
the country, which he did at night with a 
fisherman he paid to take him to France. 
After only a short time he was captured 
again by the Nazis and murdered on the 
train en route to Auschwitz. 

All alone, Eva was cared for by 
friends of her parents, the Kleinmans, in 
southern Italy for four years. Then she 
was fortunate to get passage on the one 
refugee ship that Roosevelt’s administra-
tion authorized to enter the U.S. A book, 
movies and a museum have been dedi-
cated to this journey. Eva’s photograph 
is among those depicting the refugees’ 
story at the U.S. Holocaust Museum in 
Washington, D.C. 

Eva landed in Fort Ontario, New 
York, near the town of Oswego. She 
met Eric, also a Holocaust refugee, in 
Rochester, N.Y., in 1949, where they 
were married and started their family. 

Eric’s job moved them to Nashville 
in 1956. Eva went back to school to learn 
accounting, and became the bookkeeper 

for the West End Synagogue. 
Eva was predeceased by her husband 

of 70 years, her parents, her brother and 
her best friend, Julie.  She is survived by 
her four children David (Anne), Vera 
Feldman (Jess), Emily Collier (Craig) 
and Ken (Debby), as well as seven 
grandchildren: Tamara Rosenfeld, Julie 
Feldman Algiere (Steve), Will Feldman, 
Nathan Collier (Amy), Eli Collier, Ryan 
Rosenfeld, and Zack Rosenfeld and one 
great grandchild, Ellen Eva Collier. 

When Eric passed away in 2016 (60 
years after moving to Nashville), Eva 
moved to Memphis to be with her daugh-
ters and grandkids. 

A virtual memorial service will be 
scheduled in the future. Those who would 
like to reminisce about their experiences 
with Eva will have the opportunity. 

Donations may be made to Safe 
Haven Museum (http://safehavenmu-
seum.com) dedicated to keeping alive 
the story of the 982 European refu-
gees who were allowed into the United 
States as “guests” of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt during the Holocaust; 
Tennessee Holocaust Commission 
(http://www.tennesseeholocaustcommis-
sion.org); Fisher Center for Alzheimer’s 
Research Foundation (https://www.alz-
info.org)  •
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 From clothing to home decor to tasty holiday treats, 
I can help you find the perfect gift. 

With multiple contactless delivery options and private shopping 
hours, we can safely take care of all your holiday needs! 

 Personal Shopper / Stylist
Gilbert Cohen 

Managing and partnering with Dillards for over 39 years 
615-568-5187 call or text

�e perfect setting 
for your most memorable event.

Weddings  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Roo�op glass enclosed banquet room for up to 64 people.

Spacious suites as well as beautiful standard rooms.
Complimentary expanded breakfast  |  Free internet access

Seasonal outdoor pool and Jacuzzi  |  Free parking

615-777-0001
2324 Crestmoor Road
Nashville, TN 37215

Behind the Mall at Green Hills

www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com

Green Hills Hampton Inn & Suites: 
Making your out-of-town guests feel 
at home

Complete confidence that out-of-town guests will feel “right at home” is a primary 
concern for every host or hostess, no matter what the social event. The fully renovated 
Hampton Inn & Suites-Green Hills specializes in just that: making our home their 
home-away-from-home while they attend your special event.

We are a boutique-style select service hotel in the heart of Green Hills’ fantastic 
shopping, dining and entertainment district. We can offer both comfortable standard 
rooms and spacious residential king suites with fully furnished kitchens.

We provide your guests with complimentary cost saving services and amenities 
that other hotels often add to their bills. Our rate includes free parking, internet access, 
local calls and our highly praised daily breakfast buffet with hot items. The facility offers 
a computer center, fitness facility, and laundry services for the convenience of guests 
during their visit.

The atrium-style sixth floor Belle Meade room offers a dynamic view of the Green 
Hills area, perfect for bridesmaid luncheons, rehearsal dinners, receptions and birthday 
parties. To keep your visitors entertained during those free times of your special event, 
we are in walking distance of the Mall at Green Hills, 15 restaurants and a 16-screen 
cinema.

Contact our sales department to learn how we can help relieve some of the 
responsibilities so you can better enjoy your next social event. Find out more at www.
nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com .

Sperry’s Restaurant: 46 years of 
impeccable food and service

Sperry’s is the perfect place to celebrate all Simchas!
Sperry’s Restaurant is a timeless Nashville tradition and award-winning, fam-

ily-owned dining destination with locations in the heart of Belle Meade and Cool 
Springs.

Since 1974 Sperry’s has impeccably served high-quality food in a comfortable, old 
English atmosphere. Using only the finest ingredients and products available – includ-
ing aged, heavily-marbled beef, the freshest seafood available, premium cheeses, oils 
and spices – Sperry’s food is as fresh as it gets. Known for its undisputed attention to 
culinary detail, Southern hospitality and inviting ambience, Sperry’s can accommodate 
an intimate dinner for two or help you entertain a party of 75.
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7066 Hwy 70 South  .  Nashville, TN 37221  .  (615) 646-1400
www.redspirits.com

The WINE Store REDEFINED

Complete Tree Care
Stump Grinding

Licensed & Insured
Over 25 Years Experience

615-444-4676

“If you have a leaning tree,  
you need to call me!”

ADVERTORIALS

In addition to being one of the best steakhouses in the Southeast, Sperry’s boasts 
an extensive wine list with more than 188 selections as well as a weekly happy hour 
that features unbeatable deals on martinis, wines, spirits and small- plate food options, 
fondly called Burton’s Bites after owner Al Thomas’ grandfather, Burton Sperry.

Must-try menu items at Sperry’s include delicious beef entrees, its famous salad 
bar complete with home-made green goddess dressing and the bananas foster des-
sert. Sperry’s Restaurants are located at 5109 Harding Pike just past the Belle Meade 
Plantation and in Cool Springs at 650 Frazier Drive next to Thomasville Furniture. 
Be sure to visit Sperry’s Mercantile Meat and Seafood Market for fresh steaks, seafood, 
sides, dressings and more. Sperry’s Mercantile is open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm and 
is located directly behind the Belle Meade location.

Go to www.sperrys.comfor more information and to make reservations.

Gil Cohen, Dillards, Personal Shopper
Simchat Torah is always a time for celebration to the Jewish people, but perhaps, it 

means even more this year. The word that comes to mind this year, more than most, is 
“renewal”. My hope is that as you renew your study of the Torah, you yourself will find 
renewal. May we learn from the challenges and losses of this year as we put them behind 
us, and instead, focus on the gift of Torah and the blessings that surround us. Make this 
year’s celebration, an occasion to remember. From home décor to spruce up the house 
to wrapping up the perfect gift, Dillard’s has everything to help you get ready for the big 
day. We continue to offer private shopping experiences as well as contact-less shopping/
delivery options. Please contact me, Gil Cohen, to assist you in making a plan that is 
right for you this holiday season. 615- 568-5187 call or text.

Belle Meade Cigar
When considering a unique gift for a cigar aficionado, look no further than Belle 

Meade Premium Cigars and Gifts. This gem of a cigar shop is locally owned and sells 
the finest cigars, gifts, pipes, and tobacco related products in town! Swing by the Belle 
Meade Premium Cigars and Gift store today to purchase the finest tobacco in town…
you don’t even have to leave the store to sample your purchase!

The store is complete with a smoking lounge where cigar connoisseurs relax, 
smoke, and enjoy themselves. Come to the Belle Meade Premium Cigars and Gifts 
store to enjoy the best smoking experience that Nashville has to offer! https://www.
bellemeadecigars.com/about-us/

Continued on page 20
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Lynch Tree Service
BeNow that so many people are holding big day celebrations from home, it’s more 

important than ever to make sure their lawn and trees are healthy and looking beau-
tiful. Locally owned and operated, Lynch Tree Service was established over 28 years 
ago by going door to door offering stump grinding services. Through quality service 
and hard work, we’ve expanded throughout the Lebanon and Wilson County area. 
Their number one priority is to provide customers with the best tree services possible 
at an extremely competitive price. Whether you need tree removal, tree pruning and 
maintenance, stump grinding, or even land clearing, Lynch Tree Service is here to help. 
Browse through their list of services and give them a call today. Call 615-444-4676.

Red
As the calendar year of 2020 has come to a close, our team at RED Spirits and Wine 

would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to the Nashville JCC and all of our guests 
for the wonderful support that we have received during the nine years since we first 
opened our doors in Bellevue. We hope that this holiday season has brough everyone 
in our community an opportunity to cherish special time with friends and family. Mazel 
Tov! Being a local business, we feel extremely fortunate to have such a wonderful support 
base. In fact, we like to say that the “best thing” about RED is our fabulous customers! 
We look forward 2021 and hope to see a lot of familiar faces, along with some new ones 
too! Again, we wish that everyone reading this is blessed with health, happiness, love, 
and peace! Shalom.

Zeitlin Sotheby’s 
International 
Realty

Whether Buying or Selling, Let 
Zeitlin Sotheby’s International Realty 
celebrate new beginnings with you. 

Zeitlin Sotheby’s International Realty 
was founded by Shirley Zeitlin in 1979. 
Today, the firm has three offices and over 
170 Realtors with an established record of 
providing first-class service by combining 
local expertise with a world-renowned 
brand. The Sotheby’s International Realty 
network encompasses over 1,000 offices in 
70 countries and territories, providing true 
global reach for our clients and the proper-
ties we represent. Whether you’re moving 
across the country or across the street, 
our experienced and professional associates 
will ease your transition with their extraor-
dinary knowledge base and commitment to 
customer service.

Zeitlin is deeply rooted in Middle 
Tennessee, and the company is commit-
ted and honored to lead the industry in 
our commitment to community involve-
ment, emphasizing the importance of giv-
ing back to the neighborhoods in which 
we serve. The Zeitlin Charitable Fund has 
contributed to non-profit organizations, 
providing countless meals, shelter and 
support for people living in under-re-
sourced areas in our region. We aim to 
continuously pay it forward.

Green Hills: 615.383.0183 | Belle 
Meade: 615.202.7777 | Franklin: 
615.794.0833 | zeitlin.com

SAM AVERBUCH, COO

615.294.9887

sam@zeitlin.com

KAROL FARAGALLI

615.289.3359

karolfaragalli@gmail.com

JAY LOWENTHAL

615.300.3617

jay.lowenthal@zeitlin.com

LORNA GRAFF

615.351.5343

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com

NAN SPELLER

615.973.1117

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

JENNIE ZAGNOEV

615.838.2048

jennie.zagnoev@zeitlin.com

SHIRLEY ZEITLIN

615.383.0183

shirley@zeitlin.com

DOROTHY CURTIS

615.479.0474

dorothy.curtis@zeitlin.com

JACKSON ZEITLIN

615.479.6461

jackson@zeitlin.com

zeitlin.com

 

GREEN HILLS
615.383.0183

BELLE MEADE
615.202.7777

FRANKLIN
615.794.0833

LEADERSHIP TEAM OUTSTANDING AGENTS

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO

615.294.9880

jessica@zeitlin.com

CELEBRATE!
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Your Local Full-Service
Travel Source for

Honeymoon and Family Vacations

Contact Alan Cooper
615-454-6439

Mention this ad for an extra amenity.

Expedia Cruises
When planning a honeymoon, celebrating a special occasion, or a yearly vacation, 

Expedia can cover all your needs! Expedia Cruises is a full-service travel agency located 
in the Kroger Shopping Center on Hwy 70S in Bellevue. Our experienced agents can 
help plan memorable travel experiences worldwide, and our personal service ensures 
that you receive the best value available. Our many travel vendors offer a variety 
of price points and travel options to meet any travel wish, from a budget Caribbean 
cruise to a 5-star around-the-world sailing experience. In addition to ocean cruises, we 
offer a wide variety of River Cruise options in the United States, Europe & Asia.  For 
adventure seekers we offer everything from rail vacations in the US & Canada to safari 
trips to Africa. And for customers who desire land travel at their own pace, we have 
experience in providing custom trip planning at all price points, from luxury bus tours 
to wine country biking trips and much more.  Your imagination is the only limit!

We are here to answer any questions you may have on Individual, Family or Group 
travel. Our Office Hours are weekdays 10:00 – 4:00 and Saturday 10:00 – 2:00 Our 
phone number is (615)-454-6439.

Mention this ad to receive an Expedia Cruises extra amenity.

Katy’s 
A one stop, locally owned shop, to answer all your Simcha gift giving needs, look 

no further then Katy’s Gifts in the heart of Belle Meade. Charlie and Sherilyn Tallent 
purchased Katy’s Nashville in 1998 and, at that time, owned stores in Atlanta as well.  
After commuting for years, they decided to sell their Georgia stores and, in 2006, 
moved to Tennessee full-time.

Since then, they have renovated Katy’s in Belle Meade twice and expanded the 
store to its current 9100 square feet, adding many new vendors, including a designer 
jewelry department, a candy bar, a full-service in-house embroidery department, a 
ladies’ accessories department and more.

In 2014, they purchased Brentwood Stationers and changed the name to Katy’s 
Brentwood as it is today.  They enjoy contributing and being a part of both communi-
ties, and hope to continue to offer their guests a unique and welcoming place to shop for 
years to come! Visit the store or shop online.   615-383-1422.  https://www.katysgifts.
com/belle-meade.

Continued on back page



26    January 2021  •  The Jewish Observer

ADVERTORIALS

Mazel Tov from Argent Trust
Mazel Tov!  Your daughter just gave birth to a healthy baby girl.  You want to 

help her financially but are not sure of the best way to help.  Outright gifts of cash for 
immediate needs, saving for future educational expenses through a 529 plan, creating 
a trust that can grow with your loved one – these are all great options but finding the 
right one takes planning.  The staff at Argent Trust can help you decide how much to 
give to your children and grandchildren and when to give it to them.  

Moments of joy, simchas, are to be celebrated.  They are also a wonderful oppor-
tunity to review your financial plan.  Argent Trust has assisted clients as they plan to 
celebrate a birth, bar/bat mitzvah, graduation, marriage, new home, sale of business, 
retirement, and more!  Contact your CPA, Attorney or Argent Trust at mhirt@argent-
trust.com or (615) 385-2718 to start a conversation.

Pargh
A wedding is such a joyous time in life. One of the first things newlyweds are 

inspired to do is purchase a new home together.  It’s an exciting time, but it doesn’t 
need to be a stressful time. Lana and Franklin remember buying their first home togeth-
er and love the privilege of working with couples who are trying to find the perfect 
home to grow their family in.

In today’s Nashville real estate market, having an expert realtor to guide you is 
crucial. You may have interest in a home, but by the time you blink, it’s sold to someone 
else. With Franklin and Lana Pargh as your realtors, you can rest assured that finding 
the perfect home will be a stress-free experience.

The dynamic duo, with over 16 years of combined experience in real estate and 
architecture, will offer expertise, a firm grasp of Nashville’s market trends, strong rela-
tionships with other realtors and dedication to understanding your unique needs.

Another important factor in today’s market is making just the right offer at just the 
right time. Don’t be surprised if Franklin and Lana Pargh find you a home to buy that 
never even goes on the market. Plus, they will help you determine the absolute best 
offer that will position you to spend no more than necessary to buy the home of your 
dreams. Now that’s something to celebrate!

So if you’re in the market for a new home this year, you can trust Lana and Franklin 
Pargh’s knowledge, experience and support. Look no further than Nashville’s favorite 
realtors.

Call or text Franklin at (615) 351-7333 or Lana at (615) 504-2685.

Carrie Mills Designs: Customized art 
for your special occasion

Carrie Mills, fashion designer, illustrator, and Parson School of Design alumn, 
creates customized art for your special occasions.

How wonderful for a bride to own a one-of-a-kind illustration marking her once in 
a lifetime day, or a portrait of the happy couple who just became engaged.  What about 
the gift of a personalized mixed media beautiful collage forever commemorating a loved 
one’s life or a special occasion?

Invite Carrie to create a piece of art in her unique and elegant style that will be 
celebrated in the moment and passed down for generations to come.  Make your spe-
cial day even more memorable with an original work of art highlighting your special 
moment or a loved ones’ life. It makes for a truly original great wedding, bar or bat 
mitzvah, anniversary or birthday gift. For more information please visit www.carriemi-
lls.org or call 615-210-5044.

Continued from page 21

Please support the businesses 
that advertise in the Observer 

and help support our community in all ways!
Make sure to let them know...

you saw their ad here!

Classified Ads
SPEECH 
PATHOLOGIST 

Mark Horwitz, Speech 
Pathologist, specializing in 
pediatric expressive-receptive  
language delay, and ASD.   
Call 215.500.6445

TEMPORARY 
HOUSING NEEDED

Jewish couple seeks temporary 
living situation: home sitting, 
house share, or renting.
Impeccable references – 
call Mark 215.500.6445

By CARRIE MILLS

When this paper reaches everyone’s 
doorstep, I may 

still have a hangover. 
I’m not talking the kind 
one may get from being 
up all night on New 
Years’ eve drinking, run-
ning around the town 
with friends from one 
party to another, or per-
haps banging pots and 
pans out the window at midnight. No, 
I’m talking about a hangover from 2020. 
The year.

A hangover from an entire year.  A 
headache so huge, it makes a migraine 
seem like a walk in the park. Sleeping it 
off would mean basically staying in bed 
for the entire 2021. (That actually sounds 
pretty good to me right now.)

Yes, I have a 2020 hangover that I 
need to treat.

One sure fire thing that almost 
everyone I know does waking up on New 
Years from a hangover, squinting into 
the light of a new year, a new day, is 
crank up the resolutions. And then put 
the pillow back over one’s head and go 
back to sleep. 

Well, I decided, I’m going to try and 
keep my resolution.

What resolution might that be you 
may ask? Well, besides trying to stay 
healthy and alive, which is looking pretty 
good right now with the vaccine on its 
way and all, well…you won’t believe it 
when I tell you. 

Wait for it…
I’m going to stop kvetching.  

What??!!! No way?!!! What about the 
column you might ask? What about your 
lineage, your DNA, your link to every 

Kvetch in the City
Jewish person you may know? What kind 
of conversations could you possibly have 
with your friends?

Yes. I’m going to do my best to stop 
complaining. I may have to stop reading 
the news. I may have to stop talking 
politics, I may have to bite my tongue 
with every dirty sock my son leaves on 
the living room floor, I may have to figure 
out what action I can take to help find 
solutions to the problems of the world, but 
damn it, I’m going to try! And that starts 
with one less kvetch, at least once a day.

So, with this brilliant, yet somewhat 
controversial, Jewish New Years’ resolu-
tion, I thought I might start by rewriting 
a popular tune on New Year’s eve, one 
that may help me start things off on the 
right track and keep my resolution.

It goes something like this, join me 
if you wish…to the tune of Auld Lang 
Syne…

If this ol’ kvetch just took a break
and tried to calm her mind
She’d see the things she’s grateful for
And put aside the whine

Without a kvetch, just once a day
The world may all agree
That gratitude and love abound.
It’s a grander sight to see.

A grander sight to see my friend
A grander sight to see
2021 is time to find what’s best.
To find what’s best in me.

I’ll find the best in me my friend
I’ll find the best in me
And when I do I know it’s true
The best in you I’ll see.

Happy New Year My Friends!

Carrie Mills
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

DR. JAMES W. KIRKCONNELL
Bellevue Eye Center

7640 Hwy 70 S, Ste 102 
Nashville 615-662-7588

www.bec2020.com

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD 
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200 

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D.
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PERSONAL SHOPPER
GIL COHEN / PERSONAL SHOPPER

Partnering with Dillards 39 years 
Clothing / home decor / gifts 

Call or text 615-568-5187 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management 
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families 
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.

com Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
CATHY WERTHAN, CPA

401 Commerce Street, Suite 1250 
Nashville, TN 37219

(615) 245-4070 • marcumllp.com

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS is a leader 
in top quality, brand-name electronics 

and appliances at exceptionally low 
prices. Stocking the latest items, 
Electronic Ex-press takes pride in 
providing customers with products 
at prices to fit any budget. From 

televisions, appliances, smart devices 
and cameras to security systems, 

furniture and mattresses, Electronic 
Express has everything to take your 
home to the next level. Electronic 

Express offers special financing, delivery 
and installation options. We make it 

happen! Visit us at any of our 
18 locations or online at 

www. electronicexpress.com

Lighting • Appliances • Hardware 
Kitchen • Plumbing • Accessories 

Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.gohermitage.com

ATTORNEY

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate 

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge® 

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best” 
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

Custom senior care for active, healthy 
lifestyles. Affordable/no minimums. 

Meals, meds, transportation & outings. 
Memory loss and Hospital recovery. 

Professional & screened care partners. 
Locally owned. Call Moises for
Free assessment: 615-678-9223

www.curaforcare.com

DENTIST
STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD

BRITTANY BURD, DMD
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant

Helping students and families find, 
apply to and pay for the right fit college

860-460-8829  
fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  

www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE
JAMES A. ROTHBERG

ADAM ROTHBERG
James A. Rothberg & Associates

Office:  615-997-1833
Fax: 615-665-1300

1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220
Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com

info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC 
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft 
Protection 6213 Charlotte Pike, 

Nashville, TN 37209
615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MOVING & STORAGE

Let us exceed your expectations!
Pre/Post Move Organizing • 

Move Mgrs. Packing • Unpacking • 
Sr. Downsizing 

FREE CONSULTATION – 615.415.8920 
www.HomeAndOfficeTransitions.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

www.zeitlin.com
Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com 
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com 
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-973-1117 (cell)

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

JENNIE ZAGNOEV 
Affiliate Broker

615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-838-2048 (cell)

jennie.zagnoev@zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TRAVEL SERVICES

Expredia Cruise Ship Centers
A Full Service Travel Agency

Alan Cooper: Office: 629-202-8945 
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/AlanCooper 
7081 B Hwy 70 S / Kroger Shopping Ctr. 

TREE SERVICES

Preserving the Natural Beauty of Trees 
and Shrubs. Specializing in the care of 
shade and ornamental trees and shrubs 
for residential and commercial proper-

ties. Serving Nashville since 1978. 
615-373-4342 www.druidtree.com

LYNCH TREE SERVICE 
Year Round, Complete Tree Care 

615-444-4676 
www.LynchTreeService.com 

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee area 
by taking advantage of this cost-effective 
way to reach a loyal repeat audience! 
Call Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager, to 
place your professional listing.  
615-354-1699    carrie@nashvillejcc.org

FRANKLIN PARGH 
615-351-7333

Franklin.pargh@compass.com 
LANA PARGH
615-504-2685

Lana.pargh@compass.com 
www.pargh.com
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J�n Us!

On a V�tual Missi� to:

Ch�se y�r 	n 
destinati� �ack
and see �rst-hand 
how your generosity 
impacts vulnerable 
Jews overseas.

Int�act live
with our overseas 
partner agency 
leaders and service 
recipients to see the 
life-changing 
programs and 
services that are 
made possible 
through Federation 
donations. 

Enj� destinati� 
insp�ed �eats,
drinks, and trinkets 
curated for you and 
delivered in advance 
in a customized 
carry-on bag.

Regist� by
to receive yo r carry-on bag of goodies!
www.jewishnashville.org/missionpossible


