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Bonim Dinner speaker explores 
family secrets, resilience

G
erman author Jennifer 
Teege, who co-wrote 
“My Grandfather Would 
Have Shot Me: A Black 
Woman Discovers Her 
Family’s Nazi Past,” will 

speak at this year’s Bonim Society Dinner 
on Sunday, Jan. 28, at the Gordon JCC.

Teege, now 47, lives in Germany 
and is the daughter of a German mother 
and a Nigerian father. At the age of 38, 
she learned that her maternal grandfather 
was Amon Goeth, a Nazi and comman-
dant of the Plaszow concentration camp 
near Warsaw. Ralph Fiennes portrayed 
Goeth in the film “Schindler’s List.”

Although she was placed in an 
orphanage and then adopted at a young 
age, as a child Jennifer Teege had some 
contact with her biological mother 
and grandmother, a news release from 
her book publisher, The Experiment 
Publishing, stated.

Yet neither her mother nor grand-
mother revealed their family legacy. At 
age 38, beginning to learn the scope of her 
grandfather’s crimes, Teege comes to real-
ize that if her grandfather had met her—a 
black woman—he would have killed her.  

Teetering on the brink of severe 
depression, Teege delves into researching 
her family’s past. Over the two years that 
follow, she tentatively reconnects with her 
estranged mother Monika, explores the 
sites of Płaszów concentration camp and 
the former Jewish ghetto in Kraków, and 
returns to Israel, where she once attended 
college and learned fluent Hebrew. 

Her book, co-written with Nikola 
Sellmair, was published in the United 
States in 2015. In a 2015 interview fur-
nished by her publisher, Teege explains 
why she told her story publicly: 

“I wanted to let go, to live in the here 
and now again, and be a good mother to 

Continued on page 3

Security 
expert 
Yadlin talks 
on shared 
Jewish future

By KATHY CARLSON

I
sraeli Maj. Gen. (ret.) Amos Yadlin 
flew on the team that destroyed 
Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor in 
1981, served in Israel’s military 
for more than 40 years and cur-
rently heads Tel Aviv University’s 

Institute for National Security Studies. 
He was in Nashville 
recently for a brief 
visit that includ-
ed a stop for an 
espresso and con-
versation at the 
Jewish Federation 
of Nashville. 

“We are one 
people, living in 
two different polit-
ical environments,” 

Yadlin said of American Jews and their 
Israeli counterparts. “We share the same 
values. We have to keep these values as 
a bond, beyond the bonds of blood and 
tradition. The challenge for (us) all (is) 
to keep Judaism around our main val-
ues. The Second Temple was destroyed 
because we fought each other instead of 
fighting the Romans.”

Osirak mission
The 1981 military mission to take 

out the Osirak reactor, still under con-
struction, perhaps illustrates the impera-
tive of the Jewish people to survive, along 
with the cooperation and labor it takes to 
make survival possible.

“I was one of eight pilots basically 
each dropping two bombs on the reac-
tor,” Yadlin recalled. It was his longest 
combat mission to that point, and the 
team trained for a full year.

He and the others flew brand 
new F-16 one-engine airplanes with 
just enough fuel capacity – after much 
fine-tuning – to get to Osirak and back. 
Iraq, at war with Iran, was on high 
alert, with anti-aircraft installations at 
the ready. 

Continued on page 5

Amos YadlinFamily honors a hero’s legacy
By KATHY CARLSON

W
hen members of 
Rabbi Yitzchok 
Tiechtel’s family 
honored a remark-
able forebear last 
summer in Russia, 

they were closing one circle in their 
shared history and simultaneously reded-
icating themselves to continue his work 
in nurturing and expanding the circle of 
Jewish life.

Their ancestor was Rabbi Yitzchok 
Raskin, a Chassidic rabbi in the 
Chabad-Lubavitch movement and 
Rabbi Tiechtel’s great-grandfather on 
his mother’s side. Rabbi Tiechtel and his 
wife, Esther, came to Nashville in 1997 
and established a branch of Chabad 
here. They spoke recently about their 
family’s history.

One night in March of 1938, Russian 
secret police forcibly took him from 
his home in St. Petersburg, then called 
Leningrad, in front of his four children. 

Continued on page 2

Some of the descendants of Rabbi Yitzchok Raskin, great-grandfather of Nashville 
Chabad Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, gather at the mass grave in which Rabbi Raskin was 
buried in Russia before the start of World War II. PHOTOGRAPH FURNISHED BY RABBI TIECHTEL
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Contuinued from page 1
Rabbi Tiechtel’s grandmother, Sima, was 
about 16, the second-oldest of the four 
daughters ranging in age from about 19 
to 12.

At the time in Stalinist Russia, 
practicing Judaism was punishable by 
death. Some 1.5 million Jews lived in 
the Soviet Union then, and “there was a 
great depression among the Jewish people 
because they couldn’t practice their reli-
gion,” Rabbi Tiechtel said. Consequently, 
a Jewish underground developed under 
the leadership of the sixth Chabad rebbe, 
Rebbe Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn.

“In every town, Chassidic Jews 
held secret Shabbat services and ran 
secret schools,” Rabbi Tiechtel said. His 
great-grandfather’s “home was known to 
be an address for anyone who wanted 
to eat to drink, for a Shabbes meal, as a 
gathering place for Jews, and he risked his 
life to do this.”

On that night in 1938, there was a 
knock on the Raskins’ door. “Sir Raskin, 
you are to come with us now,” officers 
in the secret police, the NKVD, told 
the rabbi. He turned to his children and 
said, “I want you to remember you’re 
Jewish kids. You should continue in the 

ways in which they are taking me.” It 
was the last they ever saw of their father, 
Rabbi Tiechtel said. It was a clear, sure 
message one that would be transmitted 
for generations.

World War II commenced the next 
year, and the Raskin family kept on the 
move to survive. Sima eventually met and 
married her husband, Rabbi Meir Itkin. 

They had children, including Rabbi 
Tiechtel’s mother, who was born in a 
displaced persons’ camp in Europe. The 
family lived for a while in Paris, then 
in the early 1950’s came to the United 
States, settling first in Philadelphia and 
then in New York City. The Itkins’ home 
always welcomed visitors, in the tradition 
of Sima’s father.

The intervening years hadn’t 
changed much for Russian Jews, who still 
maintained their religion in secret and 
under penalty of death.

Thirty-two years after Rabbi Raskin 
disappeared, his family learned what had 
happened that night in St. Petersburg. 

“Somebody had escaped Russia 
and came to my grandmother,” Rabbi 
Tiechtel recounted. The person told her, 
“I was there the night they took your 
father. It was the night they swept up a 

Family honors a hero’s legacy
whole lot of Chassidim. They shot him 
in a firing squad in the state prison in St. 
Petersburg.”

Now at least one piece of the mystery 
had come to light. Rabbi Tiechtel was 
the first person in his family to be named 
after his great-grandfather Yitzchok. He 
was the fifth grandchild of Rabbi Meir 
and Sima Itkin.

Today, many of Rabbi Yitzchok 
Raskin’s descendants bear his name, 
Rabbi Tiechtel said. He remembers his 
grandmother saying, “You’re the first 
named after him. His name represents 
his spiritual energy. … I want you to con-
tinue doing what he gave up his life for.”

Over decades, the number of Rabbi 
Raskin’s descendants grew. Today there 
are perhaps over 300 descendants, con-
tinuing to work to fulfill his mission to keep 
Judaism alive. Rabbi Tiechtel’s brother, 
also a Chabad rabbi in Berlin, Germany, 
continued to research his great-grandfa-
ther’s life, this time to try to find where he 
had been buried, in order to place a stone 
monument at the mass grave.

He was able to access records of 
the Russian government, including a 
transcript of the police interrogation of 
Rabbi Raskin and at long last, a mass 
burial site holding his remains. Rabbi 
Tiechtel said family members decided to 
take a genealogical trip to Russia to mark 
his mother’s 70th birthday and to erect a 
stone monument in memory of his great 
grandfather who was murdered by Stalin 
because he was a proud Jew. 

During the trip, the family was able 
to see where Rabbi Raskin was kidnapped 
by secret police on that night in 1938. 
Esther Tiechtel kept a journal on the trip 
to Russia.

“During our visit, a kind neighbor 
ably persuaded the burly security guard 
to let our family in to courtyard where 
we stood looking up at the third-story 
windows where our Zaidy Raskin lived,” 
she wrote. “We said a L’Chaim and 
some prayers and tried to imagine those 
moments at the very same courtyard on 
the 2nd of Adair.

“It was that night at 1 a.m. when 
the steel gates in the courtyard opened to 
let in the rare sight of a big black noisy 
automobile. … We will never know 
how (Rabbi Raskin) felt when the secret 
police stormed in and rifled through 
every document, waking every person 
and taking away by force (him) and one 
of his guests.  We do know, that he had 
the presence of mind and calmness of 
spirit to turn to his daughters and speak 
to them with love. He told his oldest, 
Mina, then engaged, not to delay her 
wedding while he was gone. He told all of 
them … you should continue in the ways 
in which they are taking me.  

Nearly 80 years later, Rabbi Raskin’s 
family gathered at the grave site to 
erect a memorial and to symbolically 
bring him to a Jewish burial and to say 
the Kaddish. Rabbi Tiechtel said there 
wasn’t a dry eye.

“Your descendants kept what you 
asked them to do: To continue to be 
truly a light to the nations, a light to 
the world,” Rabbi Tiechtel said. “…You 
can’t be here with us now but we are 
here to tell you, we have kept your mes-
sage and life alive. … You gave up your 
life as a proud Jew in Russia. We are 
following in your footsteps in Nashville, 
and continuing to do what you started, 
but could not finish.” •

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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TRIP: June -  201

COST: $1,600 (scholarships available)

: 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
(Receive $25 discount if you register by 
December 15, 201 )

Judaism • Education • Connection • Spirituality • Friendship 
Meaning • Ancestors • Religion • Culture • Discovery • Fun

Contuinued from page 1
my own children. On my path in that 
direction, Kraków was an important step. 
I realized that I am part of the third 
generation. I know now that I am not 
to blame, and the guilt no longer weighs 
heavily on my shoulders. 

“That said, today I am occupied with 
the concept of responsibility. Everyone 
bears a responsibility to add value to their 
surroundings. I carry responsibility not 
only as a German woman, or as Amon 
Goeth’s granddaughter, but simply as a 
person.”

The Bonim Society Dinner is held 
annually by the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. The Bonim Society 
includes individuals and couples who 
make a gift of $1,000 or more to the 
Federation’s annual campaign. The din-
ner is open to the entire community; for 
more information contact Naomi Limor 
Sedek at naomi@jewishnashville.org.

At the dinner, two leaders within the 
Nashville Jewish community – Stephen 
S. Riven and Frank Boehm – will be 
honored for their service with the 2018 
President’s Award, the highest honor of 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. 

The President’s Award, established 
in 2012, is presented annually to indi-
viduals who have a distinguished record 
of commitment to the Jewish people 
through their exemplary philanthropy, 
dedicated community service and better-
ment of Jewish life in Nashville, Israel 
and around the world. 

Previous winners are Sandy 
Averbuch z’’l (2012), Bob Eisenstein 
(2013), Raymond Zimmerman (2014), 
Moshe and Libby Werthan (2016) and 
Patti and David Steine Jr. (2017). The 
2015 award was presented jointly to 
Annette Eskind, Richard and Jane Eskind 
z’’l, Bernice and Joel Gordon and Eugene 
Pargh and Madeline Pargh z’’l.  •

Bonim Society Dinner speaker

Learn more about this year’s Herzlian Dinners

The purpose of the Jewish Federation’s series of Herzlian Dinners is to listen, 
learn and inspire one another through meaningful dialogue around a par-
ticular topic. 

Speakers will include Avshi Weinstein, who with his father, Amnon 
Weinstein, co-founded of Violins of Hope; Arielle Di Porto, acting director of 
the Aliyah section at the Jewish Agency; Sarah Tuttle-Singer, new media editor 
for the Times of Israel; James Grymes, chair of the department of music at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte and author of “Violins of Hope;” Shaun 
Goldstone, director, strategic partnerships with JDC; Yehudit Zicklin-Sidikman, 
co-founder and CEO of El HaLev, a nonprofit that provides self-defense and 
martial arts training to women and girls in Israel; and Sylvia Barack Fishman, the 
Joseph and Esther Foster professor of contemporary Jewish life and co-director of 
the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute at Brandeis University. 

The series begins on Jan. 11 and runs through April 16. For more information, 
contact Naomi Limor Sedek, naomi@jewishnashville.org. •

Tzedakah Funday: Not 
your daddy’s phonathon

S
ave the date – Sunday, Feb. 
11 – for the debut of Tzedakah 
Funday, a new approach to 
a time-honored tradition 
for the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville’s annual campaign.

This year, in addition to phon-
ing opportunities, there will be hands-
on projects so youngsters, their parents 
and everyone else can see how their 
donations to Federation provide real, 
concrete support to people locally and 
around the world.

Families can help to assemble 500 
emergency kits that will be distributed to 
Jewish organizations in Nashville. These 
kits are designed as a preventative mea-
sure to help people get through disasters 
like Nashville’s 2010 floods. They will 
also have the opportunity to make tzeda-
kah, spending and saving boxes, which 
they can take home to help manage their 

money with intention.
Volunteers on the phone will have 

the opportunity to thank donors for their 
past contributions and encourage others 
to join their community in helping to 
secure a better tomorrow.

Rachel Iroff, Mollie and Bobby Perry, 
Hayden Kornblut and Eric Mirowitz are 
chairing the event this year and are excit-
ed to help bring additional interactive 
opportunities to a program that already 
connects with so many people.

The annual February fundraiser 
accounts for about 20 percent of the 
annual pledges to the Federation’s annual 
campaign. As in past years, it takes place 
at the Gordon JCC. It starts at 10 a.m. 
and runs through 4:30 p.m. 

To volunteer, sign up online at www.
jewishnashville.org, the Federation’s web-
site, or contact Joel Abramson at (615) 
354-1643 or joel@jewishnashville.org. •

Teens take initiative
with philanthropy event

N
othing grabs attention 
like some cold cash, and 
the seven teen-agers 
gathered around a table 
at the Gordon JCC are 
definitely interested. 

Even if the money’s being used to 
teach them how to give away some of 
their own to help Jewish causes they 
believe in.

“This is my first year helping 
teens with the B’nai Tzedek program,” 
said Federation Financial Resource 
Philanthropic Officer Shannon Small. “I 
am hopeful this program will start teens 
on a meaningful path toward lifelong 
philanthropy.”

The teens are working together to 
organize an event – set for Sunday after-
noon, March 4, at the JCC – to help 
other Jewish teens ages 13-18 learn how 
they can join the world of philanthropy. 

The theme they have chosen for 
the event is to match teens’ values and 
interests with an organization they can 
financially support through their fund and 
also work with. It’s all part of the B’nai 

Tzedek program of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. There are currently 
more than 370 B’nai Tzedeks in Nashville.

The B’nai Tzedek program establish-
es a Foundation account in the name of 
a Bar or Bat Mitzvah-age teen. The teen 
contributes $125, which is matched with 
$125 from the Al Feldman Memorial 
Fund, then $250 from the Feldman-
Hassenfeld Fund for B’nai Tzedek. 
Both funds are housed at the Jewish 
Foundation.  As a result, the teen starts 
with a fund in the amount of $500 and a 
new philanthropist is born.

The teens meeting at the JCC with 
Small traded ideas on how to engage 
others. They talked about their top val-
ues – chosen from a deck of values cards 
– and learned they shared values such as 
resilience, effectiveness and acceptance. 

They outlined a game plan for the 
March event and set a date for future 
meetings. They will be texting or phon-
ing other teens to invite them to the 
event. More than 60 teens are in the 
target age group. •

 The seven teens organizing the upcoming B’nai Tzedek event trade ideas and divide up 
the work at a recent meeting. PHOTOGRAPH BY SHANNON SMALL
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2017 Annual Campaign totals 
more than $2.6 million

J Mitzvah Big Night Out offers 
array of silent auction goodies

W
ould you and a 
few friends like 
to sit down with 
Nashville Mayor 
Megan Barry over 
a cup of coffee and 

trade ideas with her on making our fair 
city even better?

Well, it’s a real possibility because a 
breakfast for 10 with the mayor is among 
the 175 items up for bid in the silent 
auction set for this year’s Big Night Out 
event benefiting the Gordon JCC.

The Big Night Out takes place on 
Saturday, Jan. 20, at the J, starting at 
6:45 p.m. It’s been dubbed the J Mitzvah 
event, given the theme of “Party like it’s 
your Bar Mitzvah.”

For the second year in a row, the 
Silent Auction chairs are Laurel Orley 
and Kelly Unger.  Up for grabs along with 
breakfast with Mayor Barry are a Honky 
Tonk Central VIP deck party for 20, a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the Nashville 
Zoo, gift cards to all the new and hottest 
restaurants in the Nashville dining scene, 
and much more. Silent Auction will be 

open online a week before the event with 
paper bidding the evening of the event.

Tickets are now on sale and are 
available for purchase online at nash-
villejcc.org/big-night-out. Tickets cost 
$136/person at the early bird rate until 
Jan. 1 and $150/person after that.

Along with great items at the 
silent auction, the evening includes 
dinner, cocktails, DJ and dancing and 
more.  In addition to Laurel and Kelly, 
Big Night Out chairs are Leeron S. 
Resnick, Jessica Pinsly, Nancy Jacobs 
and Barbara Davis.

Sponsors of Big Night Out include 
lead sponsor Zander Insurance Group, 
along with American Paper & Twine 
Co., Argent Trust, Best Brands, Capstar 
Bank, Delek US Holdings Inc., The 
Dorothy Cate & Thomas F. Frist 
Foundation, Ghertner & Company Inc., 
Hermitage Lighting Gallery, Kraft CPAs 
PLLC, Lipman Brothers and R.S. Lipman 
Company, PrintNet USA, Rhizome 
Productions and Sprintz Furniture. 

For more information, contact dara@
nashvillejcc.org or 615.354.1639. •

JCC art galleries start off 2018 
with works by Lisa McLaughlin

T
he works of Lisa McLaughlin 
will be featured this month 
in the art galleries of the 
Gordon JCC.

McLaughlin is an 
Ohio native who earned 

her Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design 
from the University of Toledo.   In 1989, 
she relocated to Nashville and began a 
career in the music business, designing 
and selling merchandise for various coun-
try and rock musicians.   

Lisa is a founding member of 
Contemporary Collective, a local group of 
abstract artists. She is also an active, con-
tributing member of the Nashville Artist 
Guild serving as their newsletter editor. 

“Abstract has become my favorite 
style of painting in recent years,” she says 
in a statement. “My process typically starts 
with movement and feeling.  I rotate the 

canvas, layering colors and textures, until 
the piece eventually resolves itself.

“Although unintentional, it seems 
that my extensive travel experiences 
heavily influence my work. Oftentimes 
the essence of a specific place makes itself 
apparent once the painting is finished.”

McLaughlin is also a photographer. 
“I spend nearly 200 days a year working 
on the road, and because I can’t bring my 
canvases along, I have taken up photog-
raphy,” she says.  “It began as a way to 
record places and things for future paint-
ing reference, but it has taken on a life of 
its own.  …  I often find as much beauty 
and interest in graffiti or a rundown 
building as I do in a famous landmark or 
beautiful sunset. 

The artist reception will take place on 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, from 6:30 -8:30 p.m. 
at the Gordon JCC. •

T
he Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee has raised more 
than $2.6 million during 
its 2017 annual campaign. 

That represents not only an increase over 
the previous year, but also the highest 
annual campaign total since 2008, said 
Mark Freedman, executive director of the 
Nashville Federation. 

This excellent result, Freedman 
said, reflects the leadership of 2017 
Campaign Chairman Frank Boehm, who 
energized the Jewish Federation board of 
directors, campaign team members and 
the community to raise funds that help 
Jews in Nashville, Israel and around 
the world. Thank you to everyone who 
has helped make the 2017 Annual 
Campaign so successful.  •

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rele-
vant to the Jewish community of Greater 
Nashville. We prefer e-mailed submis-
sions, which should be sent as Word 
documents to Editor Kathy Carlson at 
kathy@jewishnashville.org. Photos must 
be high resolution (at least 300 dpi) and 
should be attached as jpegs to the e-mail 
with the related news item or story. 
For material that cannot be e-mailed, 
submissions should be sent to Kathy 
Carlson, The Jewish Observer, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 
37205. Photos and copy sent by regular 
mail will not be returned unless prior 
arrangement is made. Publication is at 
the discretion of The Observer, which 
reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K
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year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
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This newspaper is made possible by funds 
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The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
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While The Jewish Observer 
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c    c               c    c Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to 
making corrections and clarifications 
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clarification, call Editor Kathy Carlson 
at (615) 354-1653 or email her at kathy@
jewishnashville.org.    

Buying and selling a house is a 
very personal experience, 

which requires trust, 
the ability to listen, 

and a passion for 
understanding a client’s 

preferences and goals. 
As a Nashville native with 

nine years of experience 
helping people live their 

dream, I would love to help 
guide you through the 

process of finding, selling, 
renovating, or designing 

your home.

My architectural background 
and appreciation for 
structure, design, and 
engineering will support 
you in making solid 
decisions when 
purchasing, selling, or 
renovating a home. 
I am resourceful, creative, 
and pride myself on 
going above and beyond 
to achieve your real estate 
goals. In fact, many of my 
satisfied clients have become 
my dearest friends.

LANA PARGH
615.504.2685
lana@pargh.com

BUYING, SELLING, & INVESTING

PARGH.COM 
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE IS WHAT WE DO

FRANKLIN PARGH
615.351.7333

franklin@pargh.com

1585 Mallory Lane, Ste. 103    Brentwood, TN 37027
Office: 615.271.2424  Fax: 615.371.2429    synergyrealtynetwork.com

We would love to hear from you.

          Call, email, or text us any time!

Contuinued from page 1
“It was estimated that at least two 

of us would not come back,” he said. 
Despite the dangers, pilots volunteered 
for the mission. Yadlin recalled wonder-
ing if he’d ever see his four-month-old 
daughter again.

“If someone tells you they’re not 
afraid (in a mission such as this), they’re 
lying,” he said. But when it comes time 
to act, he continued, “you should not let 
fear degrade your performance lower than 
95 percent percent of your training level. 
Additional help to overcome fear is to 
concentrate on the mission so that you 
don’t have time to have a bad feeling.”

All eight planes returned to Israel, 
mission accomplished. “There was a real 
satisfaction when we came back and 
knew we destroyed” the reactor, he said. 
“We could not allow anyone who wanted 
to destroy us to have the capacity to carry 
out the threat.”

Five rules
Over the years, Yadlin has developed 

what he calls his five rules in life. “They’re 
good in the cockpit as well as in assessing 
national security issues,” he said.

First of all, never panic. If you panic, 
you’re not reacting to the threat in the 
most advantageous way.

Second, never be in euphoria. 
Between 1967 and 1973, he said, Israel 
got euphoric. It was too happy with the 
victory in the Six-Day War and paid a 
high price for the euphoria in 1973’s Yom 
Kippur War.

Third, maintain a state of slight para-
noia. As Yadlin says, “For a Jewish Israeli 
guy, it’s the right state of mind,” given 
that many people want to destroy Israel.

Fourth, there is no silver bullet. 

Today, he says, the problems facing 
Israel are more complex and our enemies 
are more sophisticated, so coping with 
problems takes more than a silver bullet. 
It takes iron, gold and copper bullets. 
“You have to work hard and have all this 
mix to have a response to threats.”

Fifth and finally, there are no proph-
ets anymore. You can’t predict the future, 
but you can try to shape it, with humility, 
he said. 

That notion – shaping the future 
with humility – often is at odds with 
today’s culture. “The nature of today’s 
social media make many of us stay on the 
surface,” he said. “… We don’t go deeply 
into issues. To get attention, people go 
to extremes.” 

Ben-Gurion’s legacy
The Jewish tradition offers a way 

forward. Issues are debated, he said, but 
in a Jewish way that recognizes not only 
different perspectives but also shared 
beliefs and values. This approach allows 
us to use the different perspectives to 
create a better culture. 

Yadlin talked about the leadership 
of David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s founder 
and first prime minister. Ben-Gurion, he 
said, sometimes acted in accord with the 
political right, sometimes with the left. 

“He was smart enough to know when 
to compromise and when to seize an 
historical opportunity,” Yadlin said. “We 
rarely have leaders like that nowadays 
– not in Israel or in your country. The 
challenge of the 21st century is to iden-
tify when it is time to follow the public 
wishes and when it is time to show them 
the way.” •

 Photograph of Amos Yadlin by Chen Galili

Security expert shares life lessons Chabad to presents 
‘Behind Enemy Lines’ 
with 97-year-old hero

C
habad of Nashville invites 
the Nashville community 
to a most historic evening 
with Marthe Cohn, the 
much-decorated war hero, 
a former spy who 

slipped behind enemy lines in a 
story of courage, faith and espi-
onage. Hear the amazing story 
of a woman who lived through 
one of the worst times in human 
history, losing family members 
to the Nazis but surviving with 
her spirit and integrity intact.

Now 97, Holocaust survivor 
Marthe Cohn became a member 
of the intelligence service of the French 
First Army and was able to retrieve inside 
information about Nazi troop movements 
by slipping behind enemy lines. She has 
written a book about her experiences, 
“Behind Enemy Lines: The True Story of 
a French Jewish Spy in Nazi Germany.”

She will appear in person at the 
Gordon JCC on Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 
7 p.m. to tell her remarkable story. “This 
evening will be an historic event for the 
people of Nashville,” said Rabbi Yitzchok 
Tiechtel of Chabad of Nashville. “There 
are not many people left from that era to 
tell a story of heroism, a tale of an ordi-
nary human being who, under extraordi-
nary circumstances, became the hero her 
country needed her to be.” 

Mrs. Cohn, a best-selling author, 
will be available for a book signing after 

her talk. Tickets can be purchased in 
advance at chabadnashville.com; there 
will be limited seating for this event. 
For more information call Chabad of 
Nashville at (615) 646-5750 or go to 

www.chabadnashville.com
Before Mrs. Cohn became a 

spy, she was a devoutly religious 
19-year-old French Jewish girl. 
Her life took an extraordinary 
turn when the Nazis invaded 
France in 1939.

While the rest of her fam-
ily fled south, Marthe decided 
to fight back. After graduating 
from nursing school she joined 

the French resistance and, on account 
of her perfect German accent and Aryan 
appearance, she was recruited to be a spy. 

Carrying forged identification 
papers, she infiltrated German territory 
in the guise of a German nurse desper-
ately searching for a fictional fiancé. By 
this time her real-life fiancé had been 
executed by the Nazis.

During the next year, she mingled 
freely with Nazi troops, on many occa-
sions caring for injured Nazi soldiers 
to maintain her cover. She gathered 
invaluable information on troop posi-
tions which she secretly relayed to Allied 
commanders. Her intelligence gathering 
was instrumental in allowing the Allies 
to break through the Seigfried line and 
enter German territory in 1945, leading 
to the end of the war. •

Marthe Cohn

The Jewish Observer is online at www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Brightening 
the lives of 

Jewish 
families for 
165 years.

Thanks to our generous volunteers and do-
nors, we were able to provide Chanukah 

gifts to 28 children and 68 seniors
in our community.

Thanks to our generous volunteers and do-
nors, we were able to provide Chanukah 

gifts to 28 children and 68 seniors
in our community.
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Jewish 
families for 
165 years.

High Anxiety: JFS offers Jan. 11 program
By TERI SOGOL, LCSW
Jewish Family Service

F
eeling anxious? You’re not 
alone. 

It seems today there are 
more things than ever to be anx-
ious about. We’re bombarded 
with worrisome news from our 

televisions, newspapers, and the Internet. 
Social media has contributed as well. 

And it’s not just adults who are suf-
fering. Teens are experiencing anxiety 
in greater numbers than ever before. A 
recent article in The New York Times 
noted that over the last decade anxiety 
has overtaken depression as the most 
common reason students seek counseling 
services. 

But, you may ask, isn’t feeling anx-
ious at times normal? The answer to that 
question is “Yes”—anxiety is a normal 

reaction to stressful situations. But what 
about when anxiety becomes excessive—
when it interferes with our daily life and 
functioning? What then?  

If you would like to learn more about 
the difference between stress and anxi-
ety, symptoms of anxiety, how to know 
when to seek help, what kinds of help 
are available, and more, Jewish Family 
Service invites you to join us for “High 
Anxiety,” an informative presentation by 

David Kirk Barton, M.D., adult psychia-
try.  Dr. Barton divides his time between 
his private practice and his work with 
combat veterans with post-traumatic 
stress disorder at the Nashville Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. 

The program will take place on 
Thursday, Jan. 11, from 7-8:30 p.m. at 
the Gordon JCC. Please RSVP to Teri 
Sogol, LCSW, casework director, at 
(615) 354-1662. •

Teens: Learn what you can do to turn beliefs into actions
By TERI SOGOL, LCSW
Jewish Family Service

T
he world is filled with 
unmet needs and issues 
that beg to be resolved—
lack of affordable health 
care, hunger, homeless-
ness, human trafficking, 

environmental threats—the list goes on 
and on. A sense of powerless to affect 
these seemingly overwhelming problems 
is enough to make us throw our hands 
up in despair. For really, what can one 
person do? 

Jewish teens are about to explore 
that question at “Turning Beliefs Into 
Action,” a program on social action 
being offered by Jewish Family Service 
in collaboration with the religious school 
directors of our local congregations on 
Sunday, Feb. 4, at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. Teens in grades 7 
through 12 will participate in small-group 
discussions facilitated by Pat Halper, a 

passionate social justice activist. The dis-
cussions will be followed by presentations 
from two inspiring, dynamic speakers 
who recognized a social issue, had an 
idea to address it, and brought that idea 
to fruition:

Noted Nashville entrepreneur 
Marcus Whitney is president and 
co-founder of Briovation, CEO of 
Health:Further and founding partner of 
Jumpstart Foundry. He’s also co-founder 
and co-owner of the Nashville Soccer 
Club, has been listed in the Upstart 
100 by Upstart Business Journal, Power 
100 by Nashville Business Journal, and 
has been featured in Techcrunch, Fast 
Company and The Atlantic. 

He will be speaking to the teens 
about The Unlikely Company, a public 
benefit corporation he founded that exists 
to develop entrepreneurs who will have 
an opportunity to close the income-in-
equality gap while creating businesses 
that will address our society’s biggest 
problems, and Oasis Venture, a program 

he co-founded with Oasis Center that is 
designed to help youth create and start 
viable social enterprises. 

With 20 years of conservation and 
development experience, Julie Stein 
works to reduce human-wildlife con-
flict around the world by building mar-
kets and wildlife-friendly supply chains 
for goods and services that achieve the 
goals of people, profit, and planet. She 
leads signature efforts to link certified 
enterprises that protect the world’s most 
endangered wildlife with global partners 
in the food, health and beauty, textile 
and tourism sectors.

Stein consults with corporate mem-
bers seeking to achieve conservation goals 
in high-biodiversity landscapes and par-

ticipates in public-private partnerships 
to measure and improve outcomes in 
raw-materials sourcing for the benefit of 
people and wildlife around the world. She 
is a co-founder and executive director of 
the Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network.

The program goal is for the teens 
to gain a sense of empowerment as they 
realize the impact one person can make. 
Turning Beliefs Into Action will take 
place on Sunday, Feb. 4, at the Gordon 
JCC.  A continental breakfast will be 
available at 9:15 a.m. The program will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude at 11:45 
a.m. There is no charge to attend. 

Contact Teri Sogol, LCSW, case-
work director, at (615) 354-1662 with 
questions. •

Sharing With Sharon 

By SHARON BEN AMI
Community Shlicha

U
sually referred to as: A 
group of mental phe-
nomena involving the 
presence of either reli-
giously themed obses-
sive ideas, delusions or 

other psychosis-like experi-
ences that are triggered by a 
visit to the city of Jerusalem. 
It is not endemic to one single 
religion or denomination but 
has affected Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims of many different 
backgrounds. (Wikipedia)

But actually, the Jerusalem 
Syndrome is:

Being at a loss of words while trying 
to describe Jerusalem for all that it is. 
Home? Past? Future? Seventy names and 
more just don’t do it justice.  

The Jerusalem Syndrome is feeling 
a sense of terror every time you are in 
a bus and hearing someone behind you 
speaking Arabic, turning around and 
seeing it’s that guy you used to work with 
at that restaurant, breathing again and 
thinking what a fool you are.

 It’s paying money for a glass of “Clear 
mountain air like wine” (אוויר הרים צלול כיין) 
from the girl scouts at the town fair.

The Jerusalem Syndrome is when 
you smell blood every time you go by 
that street where years ago you saw that 
bus … and then it was not.

It’s walking down your street that 
ends with an excavation site where King 
David’s old house was unearthed, think-
ing huh- how weird. He walked the same 
ground as me. 

It’s having the security 
guard check your bag before you 
enter anywhere while he’s greet-
ing you with ‘ahalan’ (Arabic 
for hello).

The Jerusalem Syndrome 
is happiness mixed with tears, 
bravery that rose from fear. 

The Jerusalem Syndrome 
is having fresh hummus with a cold 
Goldstar beer. 

The Jerusalem Syndrome is standing 
your ground, and then thinking - whose 
ground is it, reflecting on it for a second 
or so. 

It’s protesting outside the Prime 
Minister’s residence and getting stopped 
by an officer, then realizing it’s your 
cousin, and then giving him a warm hug. 

That’s the Jerusalem Syndrome - 
love and hate intertwined. How can I 
explain all of it? I don’t exactly know, 
but for all that it is, Jerusalem is I, 
Jerusalem is mine, for me that is all. •

The Jerusalem Syndrome

Sharon Ben Ami

See the community calendar at www.jewishnashville.org

Please support the businesses that advertise 
in the Observer 

and help support our community in all ways!



7    The Observer  January 2018

Create A Family Legacy: Ethical Wills

Singer Batsheva to perform 
at West End Synagogue

C
anadian-born and inter-
nationally renowned con-
cert artist Batsheva will 
perform as part of West 
End Synagogue’s 2018 
Concert and Cultural 

Series.  Performing in Ladino, Yiddish, 
Hebrew and English, she will kick off 
this year’s event, “An Evening with Jon 
Meacham,” on Jan. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at 
West End Synagogue.  

Batsheva has toured extensively with 
the Canadian Jewish Congress and has 
also toured, recorded and performed with 
the “Workmen’s Circle,” in New York 
under the direction of Zalmen Mlotek, 
current artistic director of the National 
Yiddish Theater.  

Batsheva is also an award-win-
ning songwriter.  Her piece, “Song 
of Remembrance,” won the National 
Competition for Holocaust Literature 
sponsored by the Canadian Jewish 
Congress and is part of the official archives 
of Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.  Her CD, “I, 
Batsheva, Singer,” has received critical 
and audience acclaim.  She and her hus-
band currently live in Nashville.  

“We are fortunate to have such a 
unique performer right here in Nashville,” 
says West End Synagogue Rabbi Joshua 
Kullock. “She will be a wonderful addi-

tion to what promises to be a memorable 
evening of music and conversation.”  For 
more information about Batsheva, visit 
her webiste at www.ibatshevasinger.com.

Ticket prices for this year’s Concert 
and Cultural Series start at $75.  For 
more information about “An Evening 
with Jon Meacham,” or to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.westendsyn.org, or call 
Marcia Stewart at West End Synagogue, 
(615) 269-4592, ext. 13.  •

Batsheva

Civil Rights Leadership Tour 
brings generations together

L
earn from those who were 
there during the Civil Rights 
struggles of the 1950s and 
1960s on the Next Gen 
Civil Rights Leadership Tour 
offered by The Temple and 

the Gordon JCC in March.
The tour is funded by a grant from 

the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.

The four-city tour includes a chance 
to talk with someone who was beaten 
on the 1965 Selma-Montgomery, Ala., 
marches. There’s also a walking tour in 
Birmingham, Ala., led by a clergyman 
who was a Civil Rights worker in that 
city. Participants will see the 16th Street 

Baptist Church where four girls were 
killed when the church was bombed.

Participants also will learn about 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s role 
in the Civil Rights struggle. They’ll visit 
the King Center in Atlanta, Rosa Parks 
Museum in Montgomery and the Civil 
Rights Institute and Freedom Park in 
Birmingham. The group will see the 
AIDS Quilt in Atlanta and learn about 
the struggle for rights of the gay commu-
nity in the 1980s.

The tour is set for March 15-18, with 
stops in Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma 
and Birmingham. Cost is $650 per person 
and space is limited. To register contact 
The Temple, (615) 352-7620. •

Save these dates

Jewsic City Shabbat
Friday, Jan. 19, time and place TBA

Join us on Friday night for an intimate musical Kabbalat Shabbat service and pot-
luck dinner. And bring your instruments! Check for more information on our Facebook 
page, Jewsic City Shabbat.

A Breather for Moms
Thursday, February 1

NCJW, Nashville Section and the Gordon JCC are collaborating on an evening 
program with Ali Katz titled Finding Balance and Joy While Caring for Others. The 
goal is to help moms find mindfulness and calm in their everyday lives.

Newcomers Reception
Sunday, Feb. 18, 3-5 p.m., site TBA

New to Nashville? Been here a few years and still feel new and want to meet 
more people? Please join us at the next Newcomer Reception hosted by the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville. For more information, contact Barbara Schwarcz, 615-354-
1630 or barbara@jewishnashville.org

Community Relations Seder
March 13, 6-9 p.m., Gordon JCC Auditorium

This annual event is sponsored by the Community Relations Committee of the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville. To learn more, contact Deborah Oleshansky, commu-
nity relations director with the Federation, Deborah@jewishnashville.org.  •

Some 30 young adults from around the Nashville area gathered for a pre-Hanuk-
kah dinner and musical Shabbat services in Germantown, organized by Jewsic City 
Shabbat. The group brings people together every six weeks or so to get to know each 
other, play musical instruments, sing and welcome in Shabbat. The Jewish Federation 
of Nashville has provided funding support to Jewsic City Shabbat. PHOTOGRAPH FURNISHED 

BY JEWSIC CITY SHABBAT

The Jewish Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad

Kabbalah-based course: steps to fulfillment 
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel hopes a six-step program offered through Chabad of 

Nashville will give participants a road map to a life of individual fulfillment resulting 
in better homes and communities.

“People struggle every day to understand themselves and find inner peace,” says 
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad of Nashville. “They’ve been through every book in 
the self-help aisle and they visit their therapist or confide in friends to sort through their 
feelings.” Concludes Rabbi Tiechtel, “What people really need is a guide to help them 
navigate their own complexity, and the Kabbalah has provided these tools for centuries.”

This month, Chabad of Nashville is proud to launch Soul Maps, an ancient yet 
innovative approach to human psychology. Soul Maps is structured as a six-step program, 
utilizing tools from the Kabbalah to help participants understand themselves and find 
inner contentment. The course is based on Tanya, an eighteenth-century book that made 
the previously esoteric teachings of Kabbalah practical, relevant, and accessible.

“The soul drives us to be good people, but there is a lot of static, interference.” 
Soul Maps will help people from all walks of life learn about themselves and find their 
way through their own complexities. “Everybody has a spark of God in them,” Rabbi 
Tiechtel said.

The goal is for students to leave the program with tools they can use every day to 
resolve guilt, conflict and confusion with a positive attitude.

Soul Maps is designed for people at all levels of Jewish knowledge, and participants 
don’t have to have any prior experience or background in Jewish learning to attend 
and enjoy this course. Additionally, all courses at Chabad are open to the entire Jewish 
community and people do not need to be a member of any particular synagogue or 
temple in order to attend. 

The course will be offered for five Tuesdays starting Jan. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
Register at chabadnashville.com or by calling (615) 480-4731. The course costs 
$59 if registered by Jan. 7, and includes the student textbook.  Local community 
members are welcome to register for the course and sample the first lesson free of 
charge, with no obligation to continue further.

@ Micah

Didactic Shabbat (Learning Service) – Jan. 6
This Saturday morning Shabbat experience is an opportunity to learn about the 

prayers and choreography of the service. Why do we say what we say? Why do we stand 
or sit for certain prayers? Come get all of your questions answered and spend a beautiful 
morning with us in the sanctuary praying and singing and building informed community.

Social Action Week – Jan. 7-15
Social Action Week will promote tikkun olam for every individual and family, 

leading up to the communitywide march on MLK Day. If you’d like to learn more about 
service options around Nashville (including options for teens for mitzvah projects), 
attend our Mitzvah Fair on Friday, Jan. 12, before and after services.  

Highlights of the week include:
• Thursday, Jan. 11, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. – Social Action Lunch and Learn
• Friday, Jan. 12, before and after services – Mitzvah Fair
• Monday, Jan. 15, 10 a.m. – MLK Day March beginning at Jefferson Street Baptist 

Church 

Love Your Neighbor programs 
The two Love Your Neighbor programs in January include a lock-in with Second 

Presbyterian and the Islamic Center before participation in the MLK Day march with 
Oasis Center on Jan. 15.  Micah will be hosting peers from the Sri Ganesha Hindu 
Temple on Sunday, Jan. 28. Anyone interested in more details should contact Julie 
Greenberg, jgreenberg@congregationmicah.org. 

Micah’s Anniversary Gala – Jan. 27
In celebration of Micah’s 25th year, join us for a night of music, dancing, amazing 

food and an open bar! Food by G Catering & Events, Entertainment by Spangler, and 
libations by the Lipman Brothers. RSVP and tickets available on our Events page. 

Women’s Spirituality Retreat 
Join Rabbi Laurie Rice and Rabbi Sherre Hirsch on Feb. 5-9. This all-inclusive 

package includes healthy gourmet meals, more than 40 complimentary fitness activities, 
a fully equipped spa, four pools, guided hikes and walks, creative arts, as well as airport 
transfers to and from Tucson International Airport. See the Micah Events web page and 
contact Rabbi Laurie Rice for more information at rabbilaurie@congregationmicah.org.  

@ Sherith Israel

Scholar-in-residence weekend
Noted scholar and historian Rabbi Marvin Tokayer will be 

the scholar in residence at Chabad of Nashville on the weekend 
of Jan. 12-14. Rabbi Tokayer was Japan’s longest-serving rabbi and 
continues to travel on unknown roads that reveal the history of 
our people in Asia. 

The weekend is made possible through a grant from the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. All the 
events are free, though those who want to attend are requested to 
RSVP at www.chabadnashville.com.  For more information call 
(615) 646-5750, or go to www.chabadnashville.com

The weekend begins on Friday, Jan. 12, at 6:30 p.m. with a 
Kabbalat Shabbat service, followed by a sit-down Shabbat dinner 

with Rabbi Tokayer. His after-dinner talk is titled “Pepper, Silk and Ivory: The Exotic 
Jews of China, Japan and India.”

On Shabbat morning, Jan. 13, at 11 a.m., Rabbi Tokayer will present the sermon 
on the history of the “The Fugu Plan: The Heroic Escape to Japan and China during 
the Holocaust.” This will be followed by a sit-down Shabbat lunch.

On Sunday morning, Jan. 14, at 10 a.m., participants are invited to join Rabbi 
Tokayer for breakfast as he presents a talk on “The Ten Lost Tribes of Israel – The 
Oriental Mystery.” 

Rabbi Tokayer studied at the Jewish Theological Seminary and received his 
Orthodox Rabbinic ordination in 1962. He served as United States Air Force Chaplain 
in Japan. Upon discharge from the military he returned to Tokyo to serve for eight years 
as the rabbi for the Jewish Community of Japan. For many years he was the only rabbi 
living in Japan and served as the Vice President and Director of Culture, Religion and 
Education for the Jewish Communities of the Far East. 

He has written 20 books in Japanese, including several bestsellers; discovered literally 
the last of the Chinese Jews; located a long-lost Jewish cemetery in Nagasaki; contributed 
to the Encyclopedia Judaica; acted as a bridge for many travelers between East and West; 
served the needs of his congregation; and became spellbound by the threads of a story he 
began piecing together. His investigation of the facts took him throughout Asia, to Israel 
and Washington D.C. as he searched for documents and tracked down the people, both 
Jewish and Japanese, who had taken part in the rescue of Jews from the Holocaust. 

Rabbi Marvin 
Tokayer

Annual fundraiser in honor of 
‘double-chai’ members of 36+ years

On Jan. 21, Sherith Israel’s 2018 fundraiser will honor those stalwart members who 
joined in 1982 or earlier. As always, we will have a cocktail hour and a lovely dinner. Our 
program will highlight the reminiscences of some of our longtime members – you’ll laugh, 
you’ll cry as you learn more about the history of the Shul and some of its personalities.

We will also be holding a silent auction with many terrific items available: catered 
meals, babysitting services, concert tickets, kosher food items, etc. 

You can reserve your spot and make your donation on the sherithisrael.com website 
under Donations and Reservations. For more information, please call the shul office, 
(615) 292-6614.

Macabeenies Music Class and Play Space
Macabeenies Music Class and Play Space continues to meet the first and third 

Sundays in January. Karen Daniels, local musician and songwriter, will share fun Jewish 
music – both traditional and her own original compositions. Kids will have time to get 
their energy out bouncing on toys, crawling through tunnels, playing with the para-
chute and more. 

Families throughout the community with children age 6 months to pre-K are invit-
ed to sing, dance, bounce, and celebrate with us! Macabeenies will meet on Sundays, 
Jan. 7 and 21, from 10-11 a.m., downstairs in the Playspace at Sherith Israel. Free! 
Email Cara at csuvall@gmail.com or connect on Facebook with any questions. 

Sherith Community Melave Malke Series
Sherith Israel continues its monthly community melave malke series in January. 

A melave malke is a celebration that extends the joy of Shabbat for just a bit longer. 
What better way to do that than in the warm homes of our community members? For 
more details about the date, timing, and location of this community melave malke des-
sert and social gathering, see sherithisrael.com, or contact Cara at csuvall@gmail.com.

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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@ The Temple

Golden Lunch Bunch dates for January
Golden Lunch Bunch is held at 11:30 a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of the 

month at The Temple. Join us for lunch, entertainment and fun on Jan. 2 and 16. To 
RSVP, call Anna Sir at (615) 354-1686.

Join in MLK March on Jan. 15
The Temple community will caravan to join the MLK March at the Jefferson 

Street Baptist Church. For more information, please contact The Temple at (615) 
352-7620.

‘Jewish Megatrends’ author examines 
American Jewish future

Rabbi Sid Schwarz, author of “Jewish Megatrends,” will join us on Jan. 26-27. On 
Friday night he will speak on the topic “Charting the Course of the American Jewish 
Future.” Saturday morning will include “Davening Out of the Box,” with talk-back and 
text study after lunch. 

Rabbi Schwarz is a social entrepreneur, author and teacher. He created and directs 
the Clergy Leadership Incubator, a program that trains rabbis to be visionary spiritual 
leaders.  He also created and directs the Kenissa: Communities of Meaning Network, 
which is building the capacity of emerging spiritual communities across the country. 

@ West End

An Evening with Jon Meacham set for Jan. 14
This event takes place on Sunday, Jan. 14, at West End Synagogue, starting at 7:30 

p.m., with doors opening at 7 p.m.  The program also features musical guest Batsheva , 
with dessert reception and book signing to follow. Tickets start at $75 and are available 
online at www.westendsyn.org.

For patron opportunities, please call Marcia Stewart, 615-269-4592 ext. 13

Meacham book discussion Jan. 9
Please join us as we discuss Jon Meacham’s 2006 book, “American Gospel ,” in 

preparation for an evening with the author. Discussion takes place on Tuesday, Jan. 
9, at 6:30 p.m. at West End Synagogue, in the East Lounge. Light refreshments will 
be served.

Please RSVP to office@westendsyn.org before Jan. 8.
Books are available at a discount at Parnassus Books.

Intro to Judaism class returns 
Once again, the West End Synagogue will be partnering with the American Jewish 

University hosting the Miller Introduction to Judaism Program. Rabbi Joshua Kullock 
will be teaching the four-month class and everyone is invited to join. This learning 
opportunity begins on Jan. 7 and runs through May 6.  Classes will be held every 
Sunday from 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m.

Cost for WES members is $36 (couples $50) and for non-members is $180. There’s 
no charge for members who have attended two previous classes; however, a donation 
is always encouraged. 

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn with Rabbi Joshua Kullock, make new friends 
and explore Judaism in new and deeper ways. For more information, check out the 
website at intro.aju.edu. We encourage you to please register at office@westendsyn.org 
or call (615) 269-4592, ext. 12, so that we can plan for materials and the room location 
of the class. We hope to see you soon!

Learn about Naale on Jan. 20
Come hear two guest speakers: Chaim Meyers, director of Naale in the Western 

World, and Gidon Berman, regional manager for Naale in Central USA.  Naale’s web 
site, www.naale-elite-academy.com, says the program was established in 1992 in a joint 
effort with the Jewish Agency with a goal of providing Jewish high school students 
worldwide the opportunity to live and study in Israel for high school. The Naale pro-
gram is fully subsidized including a full scholarship for tuition, free airfare to and from 
Israel, room and board, health insurance, trips and more.

Rabbi Schwarz holds a Ph.D. in Jewish history. In addition to “Jewish Megatrends,” 
he has written “Finding a Spiritual Home: How a New Generation of Jews Can 
Transform the American Synagogue” and “Judaism and Justice: The Jewish Passion to 
Repair the World. 

The entire Temple Scholar Series is graciously underwritten by Trish & Shelly 
Krizelman.

Social Action Shabbat on Feb. 2 at 6 p.m.
Each year, the Social Action Allocations subcommittee sends requests for pro-

posals to community organizations that meet our guidelines, and then evaluates the 
resulting proposals. Recommendations are approved by the Social Action Committee, 
and then by the board of trustees, for allocations to be made from funds earmarked for 
social action. In 2018, 17 agencies—including our own Room in the Inn—will receive 
a total of $18,000. 

At Shabbat services on Feb. 2, we will honor these agencies by providing them 
an opportunity to display information about their organizations in our Oneg area both 
before and after services.  

Anna-Gene O’Neal, President/CEO of Alive Hospice, will tell us about her orga-
nization that evening. Please join us as we celebrate the wonderful works of the orga-
nizations The Temple supports.

Also in early February…
Dr. A.-J. Levine speaks on these three Tuesdays at 7 p.m. on the following topics:
• Feb. 6 – The Bible and Immigration 
• Feb. 13 – The Bible and Health Care
• Feb. 20 – The Bible and Poverty

Three classes on the Book of Job 
with Stuart Arkovitz

These classes will be held from 11 a.m. to noon, on the following dates:
• Jan. 7: Look who’s talking
• Jan. 14: That’s what friends are for
• Jan. 21: Shut up and listen to yourself

Stand with Us session 3 takes place on Jan. 24
Stand with Us session 3 will take place on Wednesday, Jan. 24, at Congregation 

Micah from 6-8 p.m. with facilitator Vida Velasco.
All Stand with Us sessions are open to teens in 9th through 12th grades. Stand 

With Us is funded by a grant from the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

Velasco, who is not Jewish, has been speaking up for Israel and educating audi-
ences on the facts for the past seven years as an individual. She left her successful 
career as a real estate broker in Manhattan to give back to the world in a meaningful 
way. Having grown up with Jewish people, she never questioned Israel being the 
home of the Jewish people.  

She was hired to train and mentor high school students by StandWithUs, the Los 
Angeles-based international Israel education organization in recognition of her passion 
and commitment.  

Since August 2012, Vida has spoken to thousands of people of varying backgrounds 
and has helped many along their journey of discovering why everyone has a responsi-
bility to speak up and act. It has also been her honor to help shape the next generation 
with the networking, critical thinking and leadership skills they will need as they build 
towards the future. 

WES scholar in residence weekend Feb. 2-4
Guest scholar Rabbi Rami Shapiro will explore these topics over the weekend:
• Friday Evening: “Why Hasidism Matters”
• Shabbat Morning D’var Torah: “The Ten Commandments as a Path to Personal 

and Communal Liberation”
• Shabbat Afternoon: “From Self to Self and Back Again”
• Motzei Shabbat: “Parables and Paradise: Dialoguing with Hasidic Tales as a Path 

to Hallowing the Ordinary as You Awaken to the Extraordinary”
• Sunday Morning: The Ultimate Four Questions: Who am I? Where did I come 

from? Where am I going? How Shall I live?” 
Shabbat dinner charge is $22 for adults; $8 for children 3-11, no charge for chil-

dren under 3.
The annual WES Scholar in Residence Program is funded by grants from the 

Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, the Albert and Evelyn Stein 
Adult Education Fund, the Max Levine Fund and the Janet Levine March Fund for 
Cultural Arts.
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Nashville celebrates Festival of Lights

W
hen Hanukkah 
started on Dec. 
12, Jewish com-
munity members 
gathered down-
town to celebrate 

with Nashville Mayor Megan Barry and 
light a new 12-foot menorah positioned 
on the Courthouse Square. As families 
across the area lit candles, Nashville’s 
congregations held special events in 
synagogues and throughout the city. 
Latkes and more awaited participants 
at the Gordon JCC’s annual Hanukkah 
Fest on Dec. 17. Here are a few photos 
capturing the celebration. •

Bernie Pargh (left), son Franklin Pargh, Emily May, Carla Rosenthal, Alyssa Trachtman, 
Mark Robin and Sy Trachtman work their magic on simple ingredients to keep 
Hanukkah Fest attendees in plenty of latkes. PHOTOGRAPH BY KATHY CARLSON

Bernie Pargh (left) has passed down 
the tradition of crispy, tasty latkes to 
his son, Franklin Pargh. PHOTOGRAPH BY JOEL 

ABRAMSON

Nashville Mayor Megan Barry helps usher 
in Hanukkah outside the Courthouse.

The menorah outside the Gordon JCC 
glows on the last night of Hanukkah. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY KATHY CARLSON

Children dressed as dreidels dance in the Courthouse square on the first night of 
Hanukkah. PHOTOGRAPH BY RON GALBRAITH

Cathy Werthan
President, CPA/PFS

615.322.1225 
www.cpacg.com

109 Kenner Avenue  •  Suite 100  •  Nashville, TN  37205  •  Email: info@cpacg.com

Trusted 
Financial 
Advisor
It’s not about the numbers.
It’s about understanding how 
they can aff ect your life.

As a business owner, Cathy uses her 

knowledge of tax, accounting, business, 

and life experience to explain things in 

terms you can understand, so you can 

make informed decisions.

The tables are full of families and friends sharing dinner and games during Hanukkah 
Fest 2018 at the Gordon JCC on Dec. 17. PHOTOGRAPH BY JOEL ABRAMSON
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�e perfect setting 
for your most memorable event.

Weddings  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Roo�op glass enclosed banquet room for up to 64 people.

Spacious suites as well as beautiful standard rooms.
Complimentary expanded breakfast  |  Free internet access

Seasonal outdoor pool and Jacuzzi  |  Free parking

615-777-0001
2324 Crestmoor Road
Nashville, TN 37215

Behind the Mall at Green Hills

www.nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com

Green Hills Hampton Inn: Making 
your out-of-town guests feel at home

Complete confidence that out-of-town guests will feel right at home is a primary 
concern for every host or hostess, no matter what the social event. Hampton Inn 
& Suites-Green Hills specializes in just that: making our home their home-away-

from-home while they attend your special event.
We are a boutique-style select service hotel in the heart of Green Hills’ fantastic 

shopping, dining and entertainment district. We can offer both comfortable standard 
rooms and spacious residential king suites with fully furnished kitchens.

We provide your guests with complimentary cost-saving services and amenities 
that other hotels often add to their bills. Our rate includes free parking, internet access, 
local calls and our highly praised daily breakfast buffet with hot items. The facility offers 
a computer center, fitness facility, and laundry services for the convenience of guests 
during their visit.

The atrium-style sixth-floor Belle Meade room offers a dynamic view of the Green 
Hills area, perfect for bridesmaid luncheons, rehearsal dinners, receptions and birthday 
parties. To keep your visitors entertained during those free times of your special event, 
we are in walking distance of the Mall at Green Hills, 15 restaurants and a 16-screen 
cinema.

Contact our sales department to learn how we can help relieve some of the 
responsibilities so you can better enjoy your next social event. Find out more at www.
nashgreenhillssuites.hamptoninn.com .

With Cura, Bubby and Zeyde can 
join the party and thrive at home

Every celebration improves when cherished loved ones arrive. Unfortunately, those 
same celebrations diminish with the thought of frail Bubby missing the event.

Cura for Care, Nashville’s new exclusive home-care agency, offers profes-
sional staff who bring more than caregiving to their clients – they bring class and an 
engaging lifestyle. Much more than assistance with daily activities, Cura professionals 
schedule lunch and outings with friends, exercise programs, attendance at community 
activities including the JCC, museums, the library, and shopping.

At locally owned Cura, professional care partners provide exceptional care includ-
ing personal hygiene, housekeeping, meal planning, medication management and 
attending doctor’s visits. We help with errands and transportation under the watchful 
eye of an assigned care manager. Our professionals receive specialized training in caring 

for individuals living with memory loss and a host of other conditions.  
Cura offers customized care to meet the needs of the individual developed through 

a free, no-obligation in-home consultation. Cura also offers safe-home assessments, 
family support and education in developing strategies for how to best deal with the 
changing needs of seniors and individuals released from hospitalization.

The unique Cura Family Page provides secure, password-protected web-based pic-
tures, stories and updates for out-of-town children and family, as well as maintaining 
communication with the medical team to ensure the best possible care. 

Schedule a no-obligation consultation by calling Mary at Cura offices, (615) 522-
5265, or visit us online at www.curaforcare.com to read client testimonials and receive 
client references

Silver anniversary plus one 
for Goldie Shepard Catering

Goldie Shepard Catering has been serving the Nashville Jewish community for 
26 years.

If you were to ask Goldie about her business, here is what she would 
tell you:  “I love my customers.  I especially love the seniors. I love the students at 
Vanderbilt Hillel.  Most of all I love watching my Bar and Bat Mitzvah kids grow up.”

When it comes to Goldie Shepard Catering, there is no event too small.  She will 
always accommodate a Bris or Shiva even if it is last minute since occasions such as this 
are very important to her.

If you ask anyone whose event was catered by Goldie – and there are many –  you 
will always hear, “She’s the best!”

 There’s a reason her business has been thriving for more than a quarter century 
and why she is still making a lot of kugel!

Belle Meade Premium Cigars 
offers gifts for special occasions

For smoking aficionados, Belle Meade Premium Cigars is the choice place to buy 
that special someone a gift that will make their Simcha even more delightful.

The smoking of cigars has continued to become more and more popular and 
Belle Meade Premium Cigars sells some of the finest cigars, gifts, pipes and tobacco 
related products to be found in Nashville. “We proudly sell premium cigars for those 
who have the finest tastes,” said Uyen Tran, an owner.

Belle Meade Premium Cigars selects cigars that offer the best flavor, burning and 
aroma characteristics. They choose cigars which have been manufactured with the 
highest standards in aging and fermentation.
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7066 Hwy 70 South  .  Nashville, TN 37221  .  (615) 646-1400
www.redspirits.com

The WINE Store REDEFINED

Belle Meade Premium Cigars is locally owned by Joe Vetvong, Uyen Tran and Jeff 
Watson, longtime friends who opened the store together in November 2004.

Run by Vetvong’s wife, Uyen Tran, the shop offers numerous varieties of cigars 
and customers don’t even have to leave the store to sample their purchases. The store 
is complete with a smoking lounge and a private “members only” room where cigar 
connoisseurs can relax and smoke. 

“We strive to provide excellent customer service,” said Uyen Tran. “Our humidor, 
a room with constant humidity and ideal temperature for cigars, is sizable with an excel-
lent selection. Our staff is quite knowledgeable and helpful, and we have a passion for 
fine tobaccos.” 

Belle Meade Premium Cigars offers many accessories for cigars, including cutters, 
lighters, travel humidors and cases, as well as pipes and quality pipe tobacco.

When asked for advice for other entrepreneurs, Uyen Tran stressed that customer 
service should be everyone’s top priority. 

Belle Meade Premium Cigars is at 4518 Harding Rd. and on the web at bellemea-
decigars.com. Call (615) 297-7963 for more information.

RED Spirits & Wine offers 
variety of fine wines from Israel

Wine is culture, history and celebration and nowhere more than Israel.  Israel 
has been called the cradle of the wine world and has recently embraced this 
title as much as ever.  

Once only producing regionalized kosher and sacramental wines, Israel has moved 
to production of boutique and internationally recognized bottles.  In comparison to 
other major fine-wine producing countries, Israel produces small quantities; however, 
the quality is now exceptional and considered on par with those of Europe and America.  

The ancient history of wine making in this region is fascinating but the modern 
era started with France’s Baron Edmund de Rothschild building Rishon Le Zion and 
Zichron Ya’acov in the 1890s. These wineries were later donated to the cooperative 
called Carmel that still remains a major producer in Israel.   

This century has seen boutique wineries and fine wines continue to grow in pro-
duction and popularity in the major regions of the Galilee, Samson and Judean Hills.  
Producers are experimenting with grapes and using modern techniques that have been 
embraced by Israel’s new wine culture and export countries like the United State. 
Though many producers are still making kosher wines such as Golan Heights Winery, 
Galil Mountain and Yatir, the emphasis has shifted to the art of wine.   

If you have never tried fine wines from Israel, they are worthy of your consider-
ation. Many selections are available in Nashville, and RED Spirits & Wine is commit-
ted to keeping them available to you.  
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4014 Hillsboro Circle (Green Hills)  
 ............................

 .........................
 ............................

Make Your Mother Happy...
Eat and Enjoy!!!

(((As Voted by readers of the Nashville Scene)))

Best Breakfast 2014 & 2015
Best Deli for 18 years

Best Bloody Mary

Best Kids Menu
Best Chocolate Shake

Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics at 
TriStar Centennial Medical Center

2400 Patterson Street, Suite 300
Nashville, TN  37203

T - 888-366-8894
www.hughston.com/tn

Todd A. Rubin. M.D.
Hand and Upper 
Extremity Surgery

Dr. Todd A. Rubin is 
a fellowship trained 
orthopaedic surgeon 
who treats disorders 
of the hand, wrist, el-

bow and shoulder. In addition to hand 
and upper extremity injuries, Dr. Rubin 
specializes in arthroscopic and micro-
vascular surgical techniques to treat 
congenital conditions, peripheral nerve 
lesions, and complex trauma through-
out the body.

Caterer Bobbie Limor will help 
orchestrate a delicious special occasion

I am a classically trained musician, having played with the Nashville Symphony for 
nine years. I taught ‘cello for many years and I loved being part of the Nashville music 
scene. However, as our family grew, I wanted to do something else that had more flex-

ible hours while still allowing me to be creative. When Alex and I entertained, I always 
got great feedback for the meals that I prepared and served. I have always enjoyed cook-
ing and have continued to take classes and improve my skills throughout the years.

I began my catering business about 30 years ago when my children were small, so 
I could still be there for them when I was needed. At one time, I drove a 12-passenger 
van:  having a vehicle that large was wonderful for our family, ideal for catering and I 
was the most popular mom when it came time to drive for school field trips!

I love to cook and I love helping the families with whom I work have a wonderful 
and memorable event or simcha. I know how much fun entertaining can be when the 
details are taken care of and one can just enjoy their own party. 

Making your event a huge success is my goal.  I work in all the congregations 
and for the Jewish agencies in Nashville. I have catered lunch/dinners for 10, weddings 
and Bar/Bat Mitzvot, and events for 1,000. I want your party to be everything that you 
have dreamed it would be and I will do my best to ensure the success of your event. I 
would be honored to work with you and your family.

I hope that we can chat soon about your upcoming event. I look forward to meeting 
you!!

Please call me, Bobbie Limor, at (615) 479-2934.

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Observer 
and help support our community in all ways!

.
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Carrie Mills Designs: Customized 
art for your special occasion

Carrie Mills, fashion designer, illustrator, and Parsons School of Design alumna, 
creates customized art for your special occasions.  

How wonderful for a bride to own a one-of-a-kind illustration marking her 
once-in-a-lifetime day or a portrait of the happy couple who just became engaged.

What about the gift of a personalized mixed media beautiful collage forever com-
memorating a loved one’s life or a special occasion?

Invite Carrie to create a piece of art in her unique and elegant style that will be 
celebrated in the moment and passed down for generations to come.

Make your special day even more memorable with an original work of art high-
lighting your special moment or a loved one’s life. It makes for a truly original, great 
wedding, bar or bat mitzvah, anniversary or birthday gift. For more information please 
visit www.carriemills.com or call (615) 210-5044.

 

Turn to Ess & Fress for 
flavorful special occasions

Ess & Fress is a kosher-style catering company, offering delicious Jewish cuisine 
in Nashville.  Owned by Dvora Davidson and co-operated by her and mother 
Goldie Morris (formerly of Goldie’s Deli), Ess & Fress combines over 30 years 

of professional restaurant experience to offer both traditional Jewish-style dishes and 
other specialties according to your liking.  The brick-and-mortar location may be 
gone, but the specialties Nashville has grown to love are alive and well through Ess 
& Fress Catering!

We focus on preparing food for all of the holidays and are available for private 
parties, weddings, bar and bat mitzvahs, basically simchas of all types, large or small.

What can we do for your special occasions? We can prepare anything from deli 
trays to boxed lunches, sit-down dinners to custom buffets fit just for you. Take the 
stress off of yourself and put Ess & Fress to the challenge. 

For additional information, like our Facebook page @essandfress, find us on 
Instagram @essandfresscatering and also be sure to check The Observer regularly for ads 
and seasonal offerings.  Contact Dvora by e-mailing:  essandfresscatering@gmail.com

Dr. Todd A. Rubin brings 
orthopaedic practice to Nashville

Planning a wedding and recently suffer from a hand, wrist or elbow injury? Wrist 
pain after hoisting a loved one during the hora? Having difficulty slipping on your 
engagement ring due to finger swelling or pain? Whatever the injury or problem 

may be, it is usually best to have it evaluated by a dedicated physician who specializes in 
the field. 

Dr. Todd A. Rubin is a fellowship trained orthopaedic surgeon who treats disorders of 
the hand, wrist, elbow, and shoulder. He utilizes current concepts in medicine to deliver 
compassionate and personalized care.  While many patients are often hesitant to meet 
with a surgeon, most injuries are able to be treated conservatively with activity modifi-
cation, splinting, local injections, or oral medications. Occasionally, an injury is severe 
enough to warrant surgical intervention, though all options are evaluated with a focus on 
the patient’s goals and overall expectations. 

Dr. Rubin completed his orthopaedic surgery residency at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center in New York followed by a combined hand fellow-
ship in orthopedic surgery and plastic surgery at Mount Sinai Medical Center and NYU. 
He recently moved to Tennessee with his wife who is a native Nashvillian. 

Please contact our office today  to set up a same-day or next-day consultation. 
Call 888-366-8894. www.hughston.com/tn

Zeitlin and Co., Realtors: Helping with 
one of life’s most important decisions 

As you celebrate big milestones, your housing needs may change, and we are here 
to assist you. 

Zeitlin and Co., Realtors is Nashville’s premier real estate company. 
Whether you are moving across the country or across the street, to a downtown loft 
or a suburban dwelling, our team of professional associates can ease the transition with 
their extraordinary knowledge and customer service. 

The real estate transaction is one of the most important decisions you make from 
two perspectives: quality of life and financial reward. So we are intently focused on 
maximizing both aspects for every buyer and seller. This requires a commitment to 
responsive service for the client’s present needs, while building a lasting relationship 
that will allow us to be there for you, your families and colleagues for life. 

Visit us online at www.Zeitlin.com .

Learn more about the Jewish Federation
 of Nashville and Middle Tennessee at

 www.jewishnashville.org
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I value the 
friendships 

I’ve made cooking 
for other people 

and the joy 
you bring to me.

GOLDIE SHEPARD
CATERER

Catering for all 
your occasions

356-2472 or
305-9438

Happy and Healthy
to you!

Goldie and Mark Shepard

ADVERTORIALS

Franklin and Lana Pargh want 
to be your real estate team 

Buying a new home is one of life’s biggest milestones. It’s an exciting time, but in 
today’s Nashville real estate market, it can also be very stressful. You may have 
interest in a home, but by the time you blink, it’s sold to someone else.  

With Franklin and Lana Pargh as your Realtors, you can rest assured that you will 
not only find the home that is right for you but also that the experience will be as 
painless and stress free as possible.  

The dynamic duo, with over 16 years of combined experience in real estate and 
architecture, will offer expertise, a firm grasp of Nashville’s market trends, strong rela-
tionships with other Realtors and dedication to understanding your unique needs. 

 Another important factor in today’s market is making just the right offer at just 
the right time. With Franklin and Lana Pargh as your Realtors, don’t be surprised if 
the home you end up buying never even goes on the market. Plus, they will help you 
determine the absolute best offer that will position you to spend no more than nec-

CIGARS FROM
A. FUENTE, ASHTON, CAO, COHIBA, 
DAVIDOFF, MONTECRISTO, PADRON, 

TATUAJE, ZINO, & MANY MORE...

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8:30pm
Sunday 12pm-6pm

Belle Meade Plazza
4518 Harding Rd. Nashville, TN

615-297-7963
www.bellemeadecigars.com

premium cigars

We Offer  The Finest  in
Cigars, pipes,  tobaccos,

humidors  & cigar accessories.
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essary to prevent the home of your dreams from slipping away. Now that’s something 
to celebrate! 

 So treat yourself to a new home this year, with the knowledge, experience, support 
and guidance from Nashville’s favorite Realtors, Franklin and Lana Pargh. Call or text 
Franklin at (615) 351-7333 or Lana at (615) 504-2685.

Embassy Suites offers convenient 
location, room to relax

The Embassy Suites by Hilton Nashville at Vanderbilt  is a full-service, all-suite 
hotel located in the heart of Midtown and Music Row, less than two miles 
from downtown Nashville. We are also within walking distance of over 30 

restaurants and venues.  All rates include complimentary WiFi, complimentary made-
to-order breakfast each morning and a complimentary evening reception featuring 
cocktails, beer, wine, sodas and light snacks.  

Each suite features a separate bedroom and living room area along with a small 
fridge, microwave, coffee maker and sleeper sofa.  Complimentary shuttle within two 
miles of the hotel, based upon availability daily. Nominal parking fees apply. All 
suites were renovated last year with new beds, furniture, drapes, wall coverings and 
all-king suites with larger, ceramic tile walk-in showers.

The Embassy Suites Vanderbilt specializes in catering meeting and social events 
for up to 100 guests.  The perfect loca-
tion for your next rehearsal dinner, 
bridal brunch, bat mitzvahs, bar mitzvah 
or holiday party. Your guests can also 
enjoy our indoor sauna and whirlpool.  
We offer a Romance Package at a nomi-
nal fee that includes; chocolate covered 
strawberries, a champagne split and late 
checkout.  

Mention this ad and receive up to 
20% off best available rates for groups of 
10 rooms per night or more.  Based upon 
availability at the time of booking; some 
blackout dates may apply. 

Plan your next event by calling 
615-277-4966 or e-mailing at Kimberly.
johnson2@hilton.com

We will be highlighting CAMPS. 
We know that you will want to be  included in this issue. 

For advertisers who contract a 1/8 page ad or larger we will be happy to 
contact you for articles pertaining to your business. 

Deadline for ads is January 15, 2018

Contact: Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager
615-354-1699 or e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org 

fax: 615-352-0056

                        COMING FEBRUARY 2018              COMING FEBRUARY 2018

See the community 
calendar at 

www.jewishnashville.org

Please support the 
businesses that advertise 

in the Observer 
and help support our 

community in all ways!

Learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and 

Middle Tennessee at 
www.jewishnashville.org
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U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Nikki Haley. PHOTOGRAPH BY STEPHANIE KEITH / 
GETTY IMAGES

Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
welcomes President Trump’s statement on Jerusalem
The Federation issued this statement on 
Dec. 6.

T
he Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee welcomes 
President’s Trump for-
mal recognition today of 
Jerusalem as the capital of 

the State of Israel. At the same time, 
we appreciate the President emphasizing 
that the final status of Jerusalem along 
with other matters related to a future 

peace agreement between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians can only be determined 
through direct negotiations between the 
two parties. We are also encouraged by 
President’s Trump decision to move the 
United States embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem and to do so in a measured way 
over a period of time that will ensure it 
will be, as the President stated, ‘a tribute 
to peace.’

The Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee has traveled on 
missions to Israel many times since the 

establishment of the modern State of 
Israel in 1948 and each and every time 
our delegations have heard Israeli leaders 
stress that Jerusalem is the eternal capital 
of  Israel and of the Jewish people. We 
have also witnessed firsthand how Israel 
has gone to great lengths to ensure that 
Jerusalem’s religious holy places of the 
three faiths that share Jerusalem and the 
religious rights of Jews, Christians and 
Muslims are maintained in a respectful 
and appropriate manner.

Today’s statement by President 

Trump recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital and of his intention to move the 
U.S. embassy should not be exploited by 
extremist elements whose only goals are 
to foment violence against Israeli citizens, 
both Jews and Arab, and to challenge the 
legitimacy of the Jewish state. We call 
upon Arab and Muslim leaders through-
out the Middle East to demonstrate a 
new maturity of leadership by appealing 
to their constituents to eschew violence 
and to work toward a meaningful peace 
agreement with their Israeli neighbors. •

U.S. vetoes U.N. Security Council resolution on Jerusalem recognition… 
(JTA) — The United States vetoed 

a U.N. Security Council resolution that 
would have required the Trump adminis-
tration to backtrack on its recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The other 14 member-states of the 
Security Council voted in favor of the 
one-page document submitted by Egypt, 
which insists that any decisions on the 
status of Jerusalem have no legal effect 
and must be rescinded.

The United States and the four 
other permanent members of the council 
— China, Russia, the United Kingdom 
and France — can veto a resolution.

Following the vote, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel released a 
video in which he thanked Nikki Haley, 
the U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, for her words of support and the 
U.S. veto of the resolution.

“Thank you, Ambassador Haley. On 
Hanukkah, you spoke like a Maccabi,” he 
said. “You lit a candle of truth. You dispel 
the darkness. One defeated the many. 

Truth defeated lies. Thank you, President 
Trump. Thank you, Nikki Haley.”

President Donald Trump reversed 
decades of U.S. policy early last month 
when he recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital and began the process of moving 
the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem from Tel 
Aviv. The Palestinians and Arab and 
Muslim countries expressed outrage, and 

much of the world came out against 
the move. After the decision, Arab for-
eign ministers agreed to seek a Security 
Council resolution.

The text of the draft “affirms that 
any decisions and actions which purport 
to have altered the character, status or 
demographic composition of the Holy 
City of Jerusalem have no legal effect, 
are null and void, and must be rescinded 
in compliance with relevant resolutions 
of the Security Council.” The resolu-
tion also called on U.N. member states 
to “refrain from the establishment of 
diplomatic missions in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem, pursuant to resolution 478 
(1980) of the Security Council.”

Speaking to the Security Council 
before the vote, Haley said she would 
not discuss Trump’s call on the embassy, 
saying it’s a decision that a “sovereign 
nation” such as the United States has 
“every right to do.”

Haley instead brought up a U.N. res-
olution condemning settlement construc-

tion by Israel that the Obama administra-
tion allowed to pass last December by 
abstaining rather than exercising its veto.

“Given the chance to vote again on 
Resolution 2234, I can say with complete 
confidence that the United States would 
vote no; we would exercise our veto 
power,” Haley said. “For decades, Israel 
has withstood wave after wave of bias in 
the U.N. and its agencies. The United 
States has often stood beside Israel. We 
did not on Dec. 23, 2016. We will not 
make that mistake again.”

Also prior to the vote, Israel’s U.N. 
ambassador, Danny Danon, told the 
Security Council that even the passage 
of such a resolution would not change 
the fact that Jerusalem is Israel’s capital.

“Members of the council can vote 
again and again — for a hundred more 
times,” he said. “It won’t change the 
simple fact that Jerusalem is, has been 
and always will be the capital of Israel.” •

… but General Assembly slaps U.S. recognition of Jerusalem
(JTA) — The United Nations 

General Assembly passed a resolution 
rejecting any recognition of Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel in the wake of 
the pronouncement by President Donald 
Trump two weeks ago.

The vote at Thursday’s emergency 
session was 128 in favor and 9 against, 
with 35 abstentions. The United States 
had vetoed a similar resolution by the 
U.N. Security Council favored by the 14 
other countries.

General Assembly resolutions are 
nonbinding, but are intended to carry 
moral weight as an expression of the 
international community.

Yemen and Turkey drafted the 
General Assembly resolution, which 
affirms that “any decisions and actions 
which purport to have altered, the char-
acter, status or demographic composition 
of the Holy City of Jerusalem have no 
legal effect, are null and void and must 
be rescinded in compliance with relevant 
resolutions of the Security Council.”

It also calls on the United States 
“to refrain from the establishment of 
diplomatic missions in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem.”

The resolution also noted that 
“Jerusalem is a final status issue to be 
resolved through negotiations in line with 

relevant United Nations resolutions.”
The Permanent Observer of 

Palestine to the United Nations, Riyad 
Mansour, called the U.S. decision to 
recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
“an aggression towards the Palestinian 
people” and added that it “affect(s) the 
status of the United States as a mediator 
of peace.”

“History records names, it remem-
bers names, the names of those who 
stand by what is right and stand up to 
peace, and it remembers those who speak 
falsehoods,” Mansour said in a reference 
to U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Nikki 
Haley saying earlier in the week that she 
would “take names” of the countries that 
vote for the resolution.

The Turkish ambassador to the U.N., 
Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavusoglu, 
called Trump’s threat to withhold devel-
opment money from countries that vote 
for the resolution “bullying.”

“We will not be intimidated. You 
can be strong but that does not make you 
right,” he said.

Haley said a vote for the resolution 
would show “disrespect” to the United 
States by other U.N. countries.

“When we make generous contribu-
tions to the U.N., we also have expec-
tation that we will be respected. What’s 

more, we are being asked to pay for the 
dubious privileges of being disrespected,” 
Haley said.

“If our investment fails, we have an 
obligation to spend our investment in 
other ways,” she added. “This vote will 
be remembered.”

Haley questioned why Israel remains 
in the United Nations.

“To its shame, the United Nations 
has been a place that is hostile to Israel,” 
she said. “Israel has chosen to remain in 
this institution because it is important to 
stand up for yourself.”

Israel’s ambassador to the U.N., 
Danny Danon, called the fact that the 
meeting was taking place “shameful.” 
He said the United States “simply stated 
a fact” when it recognized Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital.

“Jerusalem is the holiest place on 
earth for the Jewish people. This is a fact 
that simply cannot be refuted,” he said. 
“King David declared Jerusalem the capi-
tal of the Jewish people 3,000 years ago.”

Danon produced a coin dating to 
67 A.D. reading “Freedom of Zion” that 
he said provides clear evidence of the 
Second Temple and “proves the ancient 
connection of Jews to Jerusalem.”

“Those who support today’s resolu-
tion are like puppets. You are like pup-
pets pulled by your Palestinian masters,” 
he said.

Prior to the meeting, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said: 
“Today is a very important day in Israel 
and very important outside of Israel. 

Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, whether 
or not the U.N. recognizes it. It took 70 
years until the United States officially rec-
ognized this and it will take years for the 
United Nations to recognize that as well.”

“The attitude toward Israel from 
many countries on all continents is 
changing outside the U.N. and will even-
tually seep into the walls of the U.N. 
House — the House of Lies. The State of 
Israel rejects this vote out of hand even 
before it was accepted. Jerusalem is our 
capital, we will continue to build there, 
and embassies of countries, headed by the 
United States, will move to Jerusalem.”

Following the vote, Netanyahu post-
ed a statement on social media decrying 
the resolution.

“Israel completely rejects this prepos-
terous resolution. Jerusalem is our capital. 
Always was. Always will be.  But I do 
appreciate the fact that a growing num-
ber of countries refuse to participate in 
this ‘theater of the absurd.’”

He thanked Trump and Haley for 
their “stalwart support” of Israel and “the 
truth.”

Along with Israel and the Unites 
States, the countries that voted against 
the resolution are Guatemala, Honduras, 
the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, 
Palau and Togo.

Among those that voted in favor are 
the United Kingdom, Germany, France, 
the Netherlands, Greece and Brazil. 
Australia, Canada, Poland and the Czech 
Republic were among the nations that 
abstained. •

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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Family histories: Shaindel’s courageous journey 
Last fall marked the 100th anniversary 

of the Russian Revolution. Nashville com-
munity member Avi Poster joined countless 
others in paying homage to the stories of 
family members who escaped the ravag-
es, repression and cruelty of 20th century 
Russia as well as so many other places.  He 
wrote that his family’s brave escape from 
Russia in the aftermath of revolution, and 
the suffering they endured, led to and shaped 
the rich life he has been so fortunate to enjoy 
and for which he is grateful. Following is his 
telling of his grandmother’s story:

By AVI POSTER

L
ife during and following the 
Russian Revolution proved 
to be one of the epic, most 
explosive times in history.  
Led by Vladimir Lenin, the 
Bolsheviks (who later mor-

phed into the Communist Party) seized 
power, ending the Romanov dynasty and 
centuries of Russian Czarist imperial rule, 
and creating chaos and continued authori-
tarian rule in its wake.  Lenin and his com-
rades, who gained power on the promise 
of a proletarian-run state, set into motion 
the political and social changes that 
would ultimately lead to the formation of 
the Soviet Union and a hundred years of 
Communist dictatorship.

Decades earlier most Russian Jews, 
subject to the historic anti-Semitism we 
have forever been victim to, were ban-
ished to the western region of Imperial 
Russia, The Pale of Settlement, out-
side of which residency was severely 
restricted.  Civil war broke out in the 
confusion following the 1917 revolu-
tion such that Jews could not easily 
distinguish who their enemies were 
... who their few friends were.  Both 
Lenin’s Red Army and the democratic 
socialists’ White Army took turns pil-
laging and destroying their neighbor-
hoods and villages, raping and beating 
inhabitants, burning homes and confis-
cating property, with the aim of oblit-
erating what little remained of Jewish 
culture and Chasidic life.  It is within 
this backdrop that the heroic journey of 
Shaindel Posternak resides.

Beginnings in Ukraine
Shaindel grew up in Pavalitch, 

her parents’ hometown, about 60 miles 
southeast of Kiev.  At the age of 20 she 
was married off to Berel Dov Posternak, 
my namesake, a miller in the neighboring 
town of Skvyra just ten miles up the road.  
Dov was a successful businessman, a 
catch so to speak, who could be counted 
on to help his new extended family.  He 
was also a widower with three very young 
daughters and a blind mother-in-law in 
his care to boot.  Shaindel adopted Dov’s 
family as her own, then bore him three 
children of her own: Shlomo (Sidney, my 
father), David and Rachel (Rochelle).

Skvyra was a town of 20,000, nearly 
half of which was Jewish.  Like most 
Ukrainian Jewish communities, it fell 
siege to the various warring factions 
seeking power and riches.  Three brutal 
pogroms took place in 1918, followed by 
six more in 1919.  

During the last one, Bolsheviks rode 
through town just as the White Army left, 
riding in on horseback, beating everyone 
in sight and stealing whatever the Whites 

did not cart away.  They burst into the 
Posternak home; beat Dov to death, next 
turning on Shlomo who was recovering 
from rheumatic fever.  The beat him while 
he was lying in bed, so badly that he lost 
hearing in one ear. Shaindel threw herself 
over him during while blows rained, only 
to be knocked unconscious.

Journey of courage and hope
Almost immediately following Shiva 

for her husband, Dov, Shaindel packed up 
her three children, along with her three 
stepchildren and one Klezmer stepson-in-
law, and began the family trek to America. 

It was a long, arduous, dangerous 
journey that ultimately led to Ellis Island, 
where our family name was changed to 
Poster, and a storied life in this country.  
En route Shaindel and Shlomo, her oldest 
child, rented a boat to cross the Baltic, 
bribed bandits and soldiers, and lived for 
a year in Romania before receiving the 
paperwork necessary to enter this country.

Our family story in the United States 
is a beautiful one.  Shaindel brought the 
family to live in Chicago near a brother 
who had escaped czarist Russia years 

before.  The Poster brothers joined new-
found family in business (Nathansons 
and Rappaports) and became successful 
manufacturers of fine leather goods. 

My father, ever grateful for the oppor-
tunities living here, devoted himself to 
family and community, supporting Jewish 
causes, joining social justice and civil rights 
movements, becoming a staunch supporter 
of the establishment of a Jewish State.  

Examples and legacies
Shaindel did the same.  Without 

learning the English language, she 
devoted herself to serving the poor, 
advancing Yiddishkeit in a local folk 
school, synagogue life, and more.  She 
always lived with us, not just because 
dad was the oldest of her children, 
but I would like to believe her favor-
ite.   Mama Fannie devoted her life 
to deferring to her as the head of our 
household.  Shaindel distinguished her-
self as a pillar of Chicago’s storied West 
Side Jewish community, leader in the 
Zionist movement, and as a founder of 
Chicago’s Pioneer Women (Na’amat).  
Both Shaindel and her son, Sidney, 
walked this earth as true Tzaddiks.

There is one more story to be consid-
ered at the foot of this 100th anniversary 
of the Russian Revolution, and that is 
the story of those left behind in the 
motherland, including members of our 
family who for a variety of reasons feared 
remaining in touch with us during the 
Stalin regime and after.  

These are people who continued to 
be forced to endure lasting anti-Semi-
tism, the brutality of dictatorship, the 
challenges of maintaining Jewish iden-
tity and culture in a society that did not 
welcome either.  Like other minorities 
in the emerging Soviet Union they were 
not allowed to start businesses, own prop-
erty, accumulate assets.  Until the great 
Soviet Jewry emigration three decades 
ago, when a million escaped, they were 
not allowed to leave, not allowed to 
live a Jewish life.  They faced the hard-
ship of relentless discrimination, stalled 
advancement, restrictions on religious 
practice, dismantled Jewish institutions.

It is in their name that heroines like 
Shaindel conducted their virtuous lives. •

Jewish Film Festival breaks attendance records
By FRAN BRUMLIK
Managing Director, NJFF

T
hanks to our wonderful 
and generous sponsors 
and involved audiences, 
the 2017 Nashville Jewish 
Film Festival (NJFF) was 
a spectacular success.  

With a varied selection of films, ranging 
from mockumentaries to documentaries 
and features, the 15 films shown over 
a three-week period played to enthusi-
astic and involved audiences.  We are 
grateful to the people of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee for again supporting 
the enhancement of Jewish culture, his-
tory and life though the medium of film, 
as well as to the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville for its grant and support.

A special thank you goes to all the 
groups that hosted a screening.  The 
attendance of members of the host orga-
nizations brought the diversity of Jewish 
life in Nashville alive.  Thank you to the 
following host groups – we hope you will 
be part of the 2018 NJFF:

• Gordon JCC and The Temple, 
Congregation Ohabai  Sholom – 

“Loving Henri”
• NowGen Nashville and West End 

Synagogue – “Harmonia”
• Congregation Micah – “Bye Bye 

Germany”
• PJ Library Parents – “The 90 

Minute War”
• W.E.L.L. (Women Engaged in 

Living and Learning), a program 
of The Temple – “The Women’s 
Balcony”

• Nashville Jewish Religious Schools 
and The Akiva School – “Fanny’s 
Journey”

• National Council of Jewish 
Women, Nashville Section – “The 
History of Love”

• Nashville Hadassah – “The Kind 
Words”

• B’nai B’rith Social Club – 
“Compared To What: The 
Improbable Journey of Barney 
Frank”

• B’nai B’rith Maimonides Chapter 
and Chabad of Nashville, 
Congregation Beit Tefilah – “Keep 
Quiet”

• Gordon JCC Senior Programs – 
“Scandal in Ivansk”

• Next Dor, The Temple, 
Congregations Ohabai Sholom and 
Sherith Israel – “Body and Soul”                                                                            

• Nashville Kosher Hot Chicken 
Festival – “Bombshell: The Hedy 
Lamarr Story”

• Vanderbilt University Holocaust 
Lecture Series – “Monsieur 
Mayonnaise”

• Gordon JCC – “The Exception”
A big thank you to all the guest 

speakers who added to our enjoyment 
of each film: Robert Allan Black and 
David Haspel, Sheila Canavan and 
Michael Chandler, Cantor Sarah Levine, 
Rabbi Shana Mackler, Daniella Pressner, 
Professor Allison Schachter, Professor 
Shaul Kelner, Steve D. Reece, H. 
Beecher Hicks III, Denise Loder DeLuca, 
Ari Dubin and Rev. Mark Forrester.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
2018 festival.  •

Avi Poster’s father, Sidney, and his grandmother, Shaindel. PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF AVI POSTER

A
t the next Hadassah 
dinner meeting, Ruth 
Lebovitz presents “The 
Ethical Will, a Bridge 
to Connect the Values 
Between Generations.” 

The meeting takes place on Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. at Anatolia Turkish 
Restaurant, 48 White Bridge Pike.  

Ruth Lebovitz, B.A., M.Ed., J.D., 
is a past president of Hadassah and 
writes a monthly literary column in 

The Williamson County Examiner. 
She has published on the topic of eth-
ical wills. As Ruth explains, January 
is a month for personal reflection. 
This presentation will encourage you 
to consider creating your own written 
legacy with lasting memories to share 
for generations. 

Please join this interesting dis-
cussion; you need not be a Hadassah 
member to attend. RSVP to Deana 
Goldstein at (615) 438-5225. •

Learn about ethical wills 
at Jan. 9 Hadassah event
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Jewish, African-American communities 
join together in Journey for Justice

By MARY JONES
Community Relations Committee

S
peaking in November 2016 
about a troubling current 
of tension within the new 
civil rights movement, David 
Bernstein, who heads the 
Jewish Council for Public 

Affairs, said, “To have a friend, you have 
to be a friend. How do we influence 
anyone’s views if we’re not part of the 
conversation?” He urged Jews to connect 
with other communities, “(n)ot because 
we’re trying to shape the movement, but 
because it’s the right thing to do.” 

The Nashville Jewish Federation’s 
Community Relations Committee 
(CRC) has engaged with the African-
American community through its annual 
Seders and MLK Day programs, and now 
it has established a formal framework for 
ongoing dialogue and partnership.

In spring 2017—months before the 
shock of Charlottesville, Rabbi Flip Rice 
and Education Director Julie Greenberg 
of Congregation Micah developed a plan. 
Together, Congregation Micah and the 
CRC submitted a grant proposal to the 
Federation for a “Journey for Justice” – a 
first step in exploring the intersecting 
histories and narratives of the African-
American and Jewish communities.  

Thanks to the generosity of this 
New Initiative grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville, on Dec. 8, over 
50 participants from four churches and 

three synagogues met at Congregation 
Micah to worship, have Shabbat dinner, 
and begin a conversation in hopes of 
forming friendships and learning how to 
become better allies for one another.

The next morning, we started the 
Journey for Justice at the Gordon JCC, 
where we boarded a bus. The first stop was 
the Civil Rights Reading Room in the 
downtown library, where Tasneem Grace 
Tewogbola interpreted archival photos 
and inspired honest and reflective con-
versation about our memories and hopes. 

The journey then continued to 

the Frist Center for the Visual Arts, 
where community docents Robin Cohen 
and Faith Haber Galbraith showed us 
thought-provoking expressions of the 
African-American experience in the 
museum’s current World War I and Nick 
Caves exhibits.

From there, we went to Fisk 
University, where treasures from the 
library’s Special Collections taught us 
about our shared history. We saw letters 
and photos of Fisk’s German Jewish ref-
ugee scholars, whose lives were saved by 
the Historically Black colleges who gave 

them jobs when no one else would. We 
saw documents from the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, which—with African-American 
support and labor—helped build over 
5,000 schools in 15 Southern states (and 
also provided funding for buildings and 
equipment at  our own Tennessee State 
University). And we heard the story of 
Fisk’s Slave Bible – an 1808 Bible from 
the West Indies that, like many of its 
time, excluded passages that could have 
encouraged liberation – such as the book 
of Exodus. 

Next stop was Belle Meade Plantation, 
where participants learned about the fam-
ilies who were enslaved there and talk-
ed about recent efforts at Belle Meade 
Plantation and in our city to move beyond 
the traditional tendency to focus only on 
the lives of wealthy white families.   

The journey concluded back at the 
Gordon JCC with a tour of the Nashville 
Holocaust Memorial, testimony from 
child survivor Frances Cutler Hahn, a 
stirring song by Dwight Lewis of the 
First Baptist Church of Gallatin, and 
Havdallah.  As we moved from Shabbat 
peace to wishes for a good week, we talk-
ed about plans for our next gathering. 

In the words of First Baptist Church 
Pastor Derrick Jackson, “Taking the time 
to share, listen, learn, and love can trans-
form a person, a community, a nation, 
and a world.”  

In the words of participant Arleen 
Tuchman, “I’m so glad I’m on this 
journey!” •

Journey for Justice participants gather in the Civil Rights Reading Room of the 
Nashville Public Library.

Nashville Jewish Social Justice 
Roundtable sets agenda for 2018  

T
he Nashville Jewish 
Social Justice Roundtable 
(JSJRN) is a recently 
organized progressive 
Jewish voice within the 
broader Nashville Jewish 

community committed to exploring and 
supporting solutions that advance the 
principles of democratic pluralism, reli-
gious freedom and social and economic 
justice on the national, state and local 
levels. Our work reflects the profound 
historic commitment of the American 
Jewish community to help develop and 
sustain a world better than the one we 
were brought into. We believe it is the 
responsibility of members of the Jewish 
community to help protect, preserve 
and promote a just American society by 
standing strong in support of social and 
economic justice issues.

The core beliefs and adopted posi-
tions of the Nashville Jewish Social 
Justice Roundtable are informed by 
Jewish values and reflect the philosoph-
ic pillars of Judaic morality.  We acti-
vate our organizational goals through 
information sharing, occasional action 
calls to communicate with public offi-
cials, and periodic educational forums.  
In 2018, our membership will be offered 
opportunities to involve themselves 
in advocacy centered on criminal jus-
tice, poverty reduction, healthcare and 
immigration reform. 

Members of the Jewish communi-
ty are encouraged to consider joining 
the JSJRN by signing up at www.
JSJRnashville.org.  For additional 
information, contact co-chairs Avi 
Poster (aviposter4@gmail.com) or 
Irwin Venick (IVenick@aol.com). •

PJ Library picks local girl for book-review team

I
lana Hanai, daughter of Sara and 
Ramin Hanai, will be helping 
select books for other children 
to read through the PJ Library 
program. She was chosen late last 
year to be on the PJ Our Way 

National Design team.  
You could say PJ Library runs in the 

family, since mom Sara is the former 
coordinator of the Nashville PJ Library 
program. 

Ilana, 10, was selected by 
the Massachusetts-based Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation to join 
the national PJ Our Way Design 
Team. The program is also made 
possible in Nashville through 
the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee.

Currently in its fifth year, 
the PJ Our Way program is the 

next chapter of the highly suc-
cessful Jewish outreach program, 
PJ Library. PJ Our Way offers 
children ages 9-11 a choice of 
Jewish-themed books and a safe 
website to upload reviews, videos 
and blogs.

Ilana and 11 other team 
members from across America 
have early access to books and 
create content including videos 

and reviews. Together the team interviews 
authors, participates in workshops and 
leads the conversation among their peers.

To apply for the team, Ilana read 
and reviewed two books, “The Private 
Notebook of Katie Roberts, Age 11 by 
Amy Hest, and “Penina Levine is a 
Potato Pancake” by Rebecca O’Connell.

Ilana likes to write and she looks for-
ward to seeing new books and checking 
them out for other readers. •

Ilana Hanai

Author Dalin discusses ‘Jewish 
Justices’ in Book Series event 

L
ocal attorney and author 
Alan Turk interviews David 
G. Dalin on the lives, legal 
careers, and legacies of 
the eight Jews who have 
served as justices of the U.S. 

Supreme Court. 
Their discussion takes place on 

Thursday, Jan. 25, from 7-8:30 p.m. at 
Barnes & Noble at Vanderbilt University, 
2501 West End Avenue. It’s part of the 
Gordon JCC’s Jewish Book Series.

Dalin’s 2017 book, “Jewish Justices 
of the Supreme Court: From Brandeis to 
Kagan,” examines the lives, legal careers, 
and legacies of the eight Jewish justices: 
Louis D. Brandeis, Benjamin Cardozo, 
Felix Frankfurter, Arthur Goldberg, Abe 
Fortas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen 
G. Breyer and Elena Kagan. Ginsburg, 
Breyer and Kagan serve on the current 

Supreme Court.
Turk and Dalin will explore the rela-

tionship that these Jewish justices have 
had with the presidents who appointed 
them. They’ll also explore the anti-Sem-
itism some justices encountered in their 
ascent within the legal profession before 
their appointment, as well as the role 
that anti-Semitism played in the atten-
dant political debates and Senate confir-
mation battles.

The Jewish Book Series runs 
through April and covers topics includ-
ing cooking, business, sports, Jewish 
identity, family, current events, and 
politics. Unlike traditional book festi-
vals, our series runs over a longer time-
frame, so you have a chance to do and 
see more!

Tickets are on sale at nashvillejcc.
org/book. •
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Teens host unforgettable Shabbat 
featuring Jack and Sara Beth Cohen
By SHERI ROSENBERG
BBYO/Teen Director

N
ashville BBYO in 
conjunction with the 
Tennessee Holocaust 
Commission was hon-
ored to welcome Jack 
and Sara Beth Cohen 

as part of BBYO’s ‘Global Shabbat’ cam-
paign last month. 

Through the campaign, thousands 
of teens in hundreds of communities 
across more than 20 countries – from 
across North America to the Balkans to 
Argentina and everywhere in between – 
were to host simultaneous Friday night, 
Saturday morning, and Havdalah services. 

Designed to unite communities 
around the world, Global Shabbat allows 
teens to gather together for powerful and 
engaging Shabbat programming with their 
local communities, while being a part of a 
collective global experience. 

“In a time filled with pervasive racial 
and ethnic injustice, rising anti-Semi-
tism and a growing refugee crisis around 
the world, Global Shabbat is a more 
important celebration than ever,” said 
Rae Williams, BBYO’s senior director of 
movement initiatives. “This year’s theme 
reminds us to embrace all neighbors across 
our community, our peoplehood, and our 
world to recognize that in the end, we are 
far more similar than we are different.”

Nashville BBYO’s Global Shabbat 
program featured teen-led Shabbat ser-
vices, a catered dinner as well as a unique 
opportunity for teens and other community 
members to engage with Jack and Sara 
Beth Cohen, who inspired BBYO teen 
leaders after hearing their story. Jack shared 

his story of living in Greece during the 
Holocaust. He was put in hiding for two 
years in a monastery. Sara Beth shared with 
the teens what it was like growing up with a 
father who was a Holocaust survivor. 

“Global Shabbat was such a good 
experience this past Friday. Not only 
was I surrounded by my friends but also a 
Holocaust survivor. Knowing that there 
are only a few left, I cherished the time 
we spent with Mr. Cohen,” said Hailey 
Mittelberg, a sophomore at Franklin High 
School. 

Efraim Hanai, junior at Currey 
Ingram Academy, shared his thoughts 
from the night: “His story was incredible; 
I have never heard anything like it. His 
story truly shows how important it is to 
pass on the story of the Holocaust, so we 
never forget, so it never happens again.”  •

Brook joins 
NJFF as 
volunteer 
co-director

T
he Nashville Jewish 
Film Festival is proud 
to announce that Jamie 
Brook has agreed to serve 
as a volunteer co-director 
of the Nashville Jewish 

Film Festival. Jamie joins Laurie Eskind, 
Jackie Roth Karr, Cindy Moskovitz, and 
Loretta Saff, all longtime co-directors. 
Jamie introduced the film “The History 
of Love” at the 2017 festival, has been a 
screener for the NJFF and has chaired its 
advisory committee for the last two years.

Jamie grew up in Nashville and left 
to pursue degrees in therapeutic recre-
ation and occupational therapy. Since 
returning home in 2009 with her hus-
band, Jeremy, an entertainment attorney, 
Jamie has worked in pediatric rehabili-
tation clinics. She now owns a private 
occupational therapy practice working 
with children. 

She has served on The Temple 
Congregation Ohabai Sholom board 
of trustees, as chair of The Temple 
Preschool Advisory Committee, as a 
mother representative on the Best Fed 
Beginnings committee at Saint Thomas 
Midtown Hospital, and as secretary and 
president of the National Council of 
Jewish Women, Nashville Section. •

Nashville teens gather for BBYO Global Shabbat, held in conjunction with the 
Tennessee Holocaust Commission   



22    January 2018 The Observer

Classified AdsClassified Ads
TEMPLE 
CEMETERY PLOTS

For sale in Temple cemetery.
Two adjoining plots. 383-5367
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CARRIE MILLS
Advertising Manager

carrie@nashvillejcc.org  
www.jewishnashville.org

615.354.1699   fax 615.352.0056
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LISA SPILLER
Director of Sales and Marketing

2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills

Tim Gregory
Graphic Designer

Phone and Fax 615.646.7765

Tgregorydesign@comcast.net

lifecycles
B’nai Mitzvah

Rachel Cohen will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Jan. 13, at 
11 a.m. at The Temple. 
Rachel is the daughter 
of David Samuel Cohen 
and the late Amy M. 
Cohen. Her grand-
parents are the late 
P. Millard Cohen and 
Peggy A. Cohen of Nashville, as well as 
the late Berky Sloan and Eileen Lapidus 
Sloan of Glasgow, Ky.

For her mitzvah project, Rachel is 
working with the Nashville Humane 
Shelter to help with the care of their ani-
mals. Rachel also has a jewelry business 
and gives her proceeds to various animal 
funds and groups.

Rachel is in the 7th grade at Linden 
Waldorf School and in her free time she 
plays the ukulele and writes songs. She 
enjoys art, designing jewelry and hiking 
outdoors. She also has two pets that she 
loves spending time with.

Julius Fox will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Jan. 20, at 
11 a.m. at The Temple. 
Julius is the son of 
Carrington and David 
Fox. His grandparents 
are Sandy Nelson and 
the late William Nelson 
of Nashville, as well as 
the late George and Charlotte Fox of 
Nashville.

For his mitzvah project, Julius is 
helping students with multiple disabili-

Rachel Cohen 

ties at Harris-Hillman School by donat-
ing money he earned mowing lawns 
and raising funds through the website 
he created, www.FoxMitzvah.com. The 
funds will purchase wipes, equipment, 
towels, batteries and other items for use 
by teachers and nurses at Harris-Hillman.

Julius is in the 7th grade at University 
School of Nashville, where he plays on 
the tennis team. He also enjoys fish-
ing, shooting his BB guns, working with 
his brothers in their neighborhood lawn 
mowing service and taking summer trips 
to the Flathead Valley in Montana.

Theophilus Maxwell LaLonde 
Mosse will become 
a bar mitzvah at 
Congregation Micah on 
Saturday, Jan. 20. Theo 
is the son of Kristine 
LaLonde and Claudio 
Mosse, the grandson 
of Roberto and Susan 
Mosse of McLean, Va., 
and William and Oddveig LaLonde of 
Midlothian, Va. He is the brother of 
Gideon Mosse. 

Theo is currently a 7th grader at 
the University School of Nashville. He 
enjoys participating in Boy Scouts, soc-
cer, lacrosse, and robots and tech. Theo 
loves all things Marvel Comics as well as 
DC Comics. 

For his Mitzvah project, Theo will 
be advocating for OASIS in support of 
at-risk youth in Nashville. 

Wedding
Congratulations to Kimberly Rose 

Evans and Andrew Klein Nicolas, both 
of Baton Rouge, La., who were mar-
ried Dec. 2, 2017 at Temple Israel in 
Memphis with Rabbi Micah Greenstein 
officiating.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond Evans and the grand-

daughter of Irving Evans and the late 
Phyllis Evans and the late Judge Leon 
and Myra Ruben.  The bridegroom is the 
son of Mrs. Kathryn Nicolas and the late 
Mr. Louis Nicolas, and the grandson of 
the late Annette Konrad and Luis Lucio.

The wedding was overflowing with 
many family traditions and heirlooms. 
The bride’s wedding gown was craft-
ed with a section of her grandmother 
Phyllis’ wedding dress. Her grandmother 
Myra’s handkerchief was wrapped around 
her bouquet.  The couple was wrapped in 
the bride’s grandfather Leon’s tallit for 
a special blessing and they drank from 
Grandfather Irving’s wine cup during the 
ceremony.  A special prayer was given by 
the bride’s cousin, Marilyn Rubin.  The 
ring used for the ceremony was from the 
bride’s great-grandmother’s family, which 
was used by several generations including 
the bride’s parents, many aunts, uncles 
and cousin.  The bride and bridegroom’s 
first dance was sung by cousins, Whitney 
Evans, Rebekah Kelly and Laura Braslow.  
The father-daughter and son-mother 
dance was sung by Cousin Alex Evans.  
The most memorable was a special song 
written, composed, played and sung by 
Grandpa Irving in honor of the bride and 
bridegroom.

The couple will reside in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana where the bride is man-
ager of Swap Boutique and the bride-
groom is an attorney with the Ezell Law 
Firm, LLC.

Sympathy
… to the family and friends of Patrick 

Plank, who died on Nov. 30. He was the 
stepfather of Congregation Micah mem-
ber Ron (Faith Haber) Galbraith. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials can be made in his 
name to Congregation Micah.

… to the family and friends of 
Marion Wood, who died on Dec. 1. 
Among her survivors are her daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Congregation Micah 
members Brenda and Jeff Karp, and her 
grandchildren Rachel and Adam. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials can be made in her 
name to Congregation Micah.

… to the family and friends of 
West End Synagogue member Walter 
Harrison, 73. He died after a brief illness 
on Dec. 9, surrounded by his family.  

A nationally respected pediatrician 
and Fellow of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, Walter practiced medicine 

Julius Fox 
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until he was 72. He practiced in Lynn, 
Mass., for over 35 years and rounded 
out his career in Tennessee. He served 
as chief of pediatrics at North Shore 
Children’s Hospital, Lynn Hospital and 
Union Hospital. He was active in the 
Massachusetts Academy of Pediatrics, and 
made remarkable strides in legislation for 
pediatric mental health and expanding 
healthcare coverage for children.

Walter loved the Red Sox, Celtics, 
and Patriots, chocolate pudding and his 
family with the joie de vivre of a large 
child exploring the world for the first 
time. He loved Jewish learning and was 
active in his Jewish communities and 
synagogues in both Massachusetts and 
Tennessee. Here in Nashville, Walter 
represented the B’nai B’rith Social Unit 
on the Community Relations Committee 
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, where he was an 
active and engaged advocate for Israel 
and on issues affecting the Jewish people.  
He served in Brotherhood, B’nai B’rith, 
and as Ritual Chairman for Temple Ner 
Tamid in Peabody, Mass.  

He is survived by his wife, Jacalyn 
Harrison; children Lisa Austin, Michael 
and Peggy Harrison, Daniel Harrison, 
Nick and Val Kaplan, and Shana and 
Alex Beach; brother Andrew and 
Adrienne Harrison; grandchildren Molly 
and Jake Harrison, Pierce and Amelia 
Rose Kaplan, and Gabby and Sam Beach; 
as well as nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Leonard and Jean Harrison of 
Dartmouth, N.H.  

As a man who believed in giving 
thanks every day both for what you do 
have and for what you don’t have, the 
family requests contributions in Walter’s 
memory to the charity of your choice in 
lieu of flowers.

… to the family and friends of Ruth 
Abelman, who died on Dec. 9. She 
is survived by her son and daughter-
in-law, Congregation Micah members 
Steve and Robin Abelman. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials can be made in Ruth’s 
name to the Joseph and Esther Cheskis 
Scholarship at Brandeis University or 
Congregation Micah.

… to the family and friends of Shirley 
Greenfield, who died on December 11. 
A memorial service was held at The 
Temple.

… to the family and friends of WES 
member Marvin Cohen (Meyer ben 
Herschel). Marvin was preceded in death 
by his wife, Helen Blum Cohen.  

He is survived by his children, Karen 
Cohen and Anita (Steve) Rich; grand-
children Nora Danielle (Jason) Pachter, 
Jennifer (Charles) Maldonado and 
Daniel Rich; great-grandchildren Emery 
Pachter and Addie Maldonado; and by 
nephews Norman Cohen, Barry Cannell 
and Stewart (Dee) Cannell and niece 
Judy (Stan) Weiss.  •

Theo Mosse

The Jewish Observer is online at 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. JEFFREY SONSINO
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS
Specialists in Orthodontics
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: 2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
615-356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Smarthome Products Dealer

Nest, Lutron, and Legrand
Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens

Baths • Hardware • Plumbing
615-843-3300

www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

DENTIST

STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Real Estate to a Global Clientele

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Masters

www.PatriciaStraus.com
patricia@patriciastraus.com

O: 615.447.8000
M: 615.305.8465

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Advertise in our Professional 
Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee area 

by taking advantage of this cost-
effective way to reach a loyal repeat 
audience!Call Carrie Mills,Advertising 
Manager to place your professional 

listing.  Phone 615-354-1699 or 
e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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“When I marched
in Selma, I felt my 
legs were praying.

” - Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
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 pace limited RSVP to Deborah Oleshansky
 

deborah@jewishnashville.org 615-354-1637


