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All Things Seniors

Joint services and seminar 
this month reflect effort by 
Micah and The Temple to build 
collaborative relationship

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

O
n its face, the fact 
that The Temple and 
Congregation Micah 
will hold Shabbat ser-
vices together on con-
secutive Friday evenings 

this month – the first at The Temple 
and the second at Micah – shouldn’t be 
surprising. 

After all, they’re both Reform con-
gregations whose clergy have developed 
close working relationships. And it’s not 
uncommon for Jewish congregations else-
where to combine services during the 
slower, less “scheduled” summer months.

But the clergy at both synagogues 
are quite aware of the symbolic signifi-
cance of their effort to bring these two 
congregations together on Aug. 12 at 
The Temple and 19 at Micah to enjoy 
a joint Sabbath meal and service and 
then take part in a seminar developed by 

the Hebrew Union College-Institute of 
Jewish Learning called “Where is God in 
Reform Judaism?” 

Micah was founded in 1992 by a 
group of members from The Temple 
who were upset with their rabbi’s deci-
sion not to perform intermarriages and 
wanted a smaller, more intimate congre-
gation, according to the Encyclopedia of 
Southern Jewish Communities, which 
notes that the split caused “divisions and 
hard feelings.” 

The breakup predates the clergy who 
lead Micah and The Temple today and 
is “ancient history” to many of their 
members, said Rabbi Mark Schiftan of 
the Temple. 

“In my time here, I think all the cler-
gy … have worked hard to build bridges 
of good will between these two Reform 
congregations,” he said. “Mindful of a 
painful history of the breakup and a peri-
od of unhealthy competition, our goal 

Continued on pages 8

Cannon County moonshiner Billy 
Kaufman follows his Jewish roots 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

Woodbury, TN – If you examine 
closely a bottle of the moonshine that 
Billy Kaufman produces at his boutique 
distillery in the bucolic hills of Cannon 
County about 60 miles southeast of 
Nashville, you will notice two things: an 
emblem on the label certifying the con-
tents as kosher and the image of a coin 

on which is inscribed the Golden Rule. 
Both speak to the Jewish roots of 

Short Mountain Distillery and Kaufman’s 
approach to the business of farming and 
distilling and selling liquor. 

“We’re trying to do something 
authentic here,” Kaufman says. “Produce 
a quality product – something we are 
proud of and want to use ourselves– and 

Continued on pages 5

Nashville teens “get it” on Get Connected trip to Israel

F
or Liron Finkelstein, one of 
the most memorable moments 
of the recent Get Connected 
trip to Israel came when she 
took 23 Nashville teenagers to 
Mt. Herzl, the Israeli national 

cemetery where many of the nation’s 
founders, leaders and heroes are buried. 

“I remember seeing cars leaving the 
cemetery, and I told the kids that these 
were not just people leaving a site; these 
were parents, brothers and sisters, grand-
parents and friends who had come to 
say Shabbat Shalom to their loved ones 
buried there. But I felt the teens didn’t 
really understand yet the full meaning 
of where we were,” recalled Finkelstein, 
the community shlicha for the Jewish 
Federation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, which underwrote the trip. 

Later, after seeing the grave of 
Theodore Herzl, the father of mod-
ern Zionism, after walking among the 
graves and sharing the stories of some of 
the heroes buried there, many of them 

young people who died defending the 
Jewish homeland, “the shield that pro-
tects my heart from this sorrow, cracked 
a little bit, as it always does when I visit 
the military cemetery,” Finkelstein said. 

At that moment, she looked around 
and saw that “it wasn’t only my shield 
that cracked a little bit. The kids got it. 
They understood who we are.” 

The 2016 Get Connected trip 
marked a milestone for the local pro-
gram, which began nine years ago and 
has now sent 200 Nashville teens to 
Israel. During their two week stay, the 
2016 contingent prayed and danced 
at the Kotel, shopped in the Jerusalem 
shuk (market), climbed to the top of 
Masada, slept in a Bedouin tent in the 
desert, swam in the Dead Sea, took 
part in an archeological dig in the 
Negev, and toured the modern metrop-
olis of Tel Aviv. They also visited the 
Nashville Partnership2Gether region of 
Hadera Eiron, where they met Israeli 
high school students and spent several 

Asked to identify the most meaningful moment during their recent Get Connected trip 
to Israel, many of the teens said it was their visit to the Kotel, where this group photo 
was taken. On the trip were Marshall Arons, Eli Asher, Talia Barton, Meagan Broder, 
Rebekah Doochin, Morgan Evans, Hayden Fobare, Efrim Hanai, Isaac Hanai, Benjamin 
Harris, Marin Kirshner, Sydney Lewis, Zoe Lewis, Anna Mullaney, Josh Morin, Eli 
Murphy, Raquel Pankowsky, Matthew Schwarcz, Isaac Sedek, Tali Sedek, Jacob Snyder, 
Yoni Taeidkashani and Evelyn TeSelle. Their chaperones were Rabbi Michael Shulman, 
Rachel Koch and Liron Finkelstein. 

days living with host Israeli families. 
Each teen experienced her or his 

own special moments. Read first-person 

accounts of some of them as well as 
a daily dairy of their activities by the 
chaperones on Pages 2-4.

Like their great-grandfather and his brothers, who founded the company that became 
Samsonite, Billy Kaufman and his brothers have adopted the Golden Rule as the motto 
for their Cannon County distillery. Kaufman displays photos of both sets of brothers on 
the bar of the distillery’s new restauran (PHOTOS BY CHARLES BERNSEN)
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A Get Connected Journal

T
wenty-three Nashville 
teens participated in the 
2016 Get Connected trip 
to Israel underwritten by 
the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 

Tennessee. Their chaperones – Rabbi 
Michael Shulman, director of education 
and next generation programming at The 
Temple; Get Connected Coordinator 
Rachel Koch and Liron Finkelstein, the 
Federation’s shlicha – sent daily email 
updates to families back in Nashville, 
which are reprinted here.  

June 9
Wow!  What a day!
We spent most of it in the Old City 

of Jerusalem. We saw an amazing view 
from the Haas Promenade and learned 
the early history of this holy and special 
city. Then we toured the City of David, 
the oldest part of Jerusalem, got wet in 
Hezekiah’s tunnel and saw King David’s 
palace.  Then we got our first glimpse 
and experience at the Western Wall, 
the holiest site for all Jews. (This was all 
before lunch.)

After a delicious falafel-and-sha-
warma lunch in the Jewish Quarter, 
we took a walking tour of the Quarter 
including spectacular views from the 
rooftops. A guest speaker gave us a tour 
of a hipster neighborhood, not unlike 
East Nashville and discussed issues of 
diversity in Jerusalem. 

We ended the day with dinner and 
free time at Machane Yehuda, the largest 
and busiest market in the city. 

Your kids are amazing young people 
and we have enjoyed getting to know 
them and have been impressed by their 
questions, interest and participation so far.  

June 10
Today was a heavy day – but it was 

planned that way. 
We began at Yad Vashem, Israel’s 

Holocaust Memorial and Museum. This 
powerful and sacred place moved us as 
we were guided through the history of the 
darkest time in our people’s history.  We 
learned about the history of antisemitism 
that culminated in the Holocaust and we 
heard stories and testimonies of victims, 
survivors and rescuers. 

After lunch, we traveled to Mt. 
Herzl, Israel’s National Cemetery for 
fallen soldiers and those who made major 
contributions to the Jewish State.  We 
heard stories of a few who were buried 
there:  Theodore Herzl, the founder of 
Modern Zionism, as well as Yitzchak 
Rabin, Golda Meir, Hannah Senes and 
Yoni Netanyahu.  We also paid hom-
age to recent fallen heroes like Michael 
Levine who gave their lives in the defense 
of the State of Israel. 

 
June 11 and 12

Now that Shavuot and Shabbat are 
over, we are excited to share with you our 
experiences.

On Friday night We walked to the 
Old City and had a short, but powerful 
Kabbalat Shabbat service at the new 
egalitarian section of the Western Wall.  
We prayed together as one community, 
joining our voices in prayer and song in 
the shadow of the Wall.  We ended that 
experience in private prayer standing 
shoulder to shoulder against the cool 
stones of the ancient Wall and then sing-
ing a prayer for peace. We then went to 
the main Western Wall plaza where we 
danced with joy with the throngs of other 

Jews celebrating the arrival of Shabbat. 
On Shabbat morning, the students 

had a choice of three different congrega-
tions to attend for services:  Har-El, an 
Israeli Reform Congregation; Moreshet, 
the Conservative congregation, and the 
Great Synagogue, a large more modern 
Orthodox congregation.  Everyone had 
great experiences hearing the Torah read 
and participating in Shabbat worship 
somewhat familiar, yet somewhat differ-
ent than what we are used to.  We spent 
Shabbat afternoon in rest and relaxation, 
enjoying time together in a park, playing 
soccer, reading and just chilling and 
preparing ourselves for a unique evening.  

As the sun set and we said goodbye 
to Shabbat, we said hello to Shavuot, one 
of three pilgrimage festivals in Judaism. 
We walked to Pardes, a pluralistic yeshi-
va, and had a late night private study ses-
sion exploring the commandments and 
their importance in Judaism. We studied 
texts from the Bible, Pirkei Avot and the 
Talmud late into the night.  After study-
ing, we trekked to the Old City again to 
visit the Western Wall to see the thou-
sands there praying and studying as they 
prepared for Shavuot morning.  What an 
amazing experience!

After a really late night, we slept 
in the next morning, had lunch and 
toured the Israel Museum, where we 
saw ancient artifacts like the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.  For our last night in Jerusalem 
we had free time on Ben Yehuda Street, 
a pedestrian mall with lots of shops, 
restaurants and cafes.  

June 13
Today we said good-bye to Jerusalem 

and headed to the Negev. Our first activ-
ity was an archeological dig. The teens 
were taught how to carefully dig and 
how to differentiate rock from pottery or 
bone. They each unearthed something 
interesting, and I overheard many com-
ments like, “This is so fun!’ and “I wish 
we could do this all day!” 

Next we walked (and at times 
crawled) through a tunnel. Some of us 
chose only to visit the wide beginning 
point – it was refreshingly cool under 
ground – and others chose to do the 
whole thing

Finally, we made it to the Bedouin 
Tent Village. The children rode cam-
els, experienced Bedouin hospitality by 
meeting a very nice gentleman named 
Muhammad, and had a festive meal 
served on pallets. After sunset, we walked 

into the night desert in complete silence 
for reflection and introspection. Your 
children shared some amazing thoughts 
when asked what the desert revealed to 
them about themselves and their lives. It 
was beautiful and meaningful. Had you 
been there, you would have cried to hear 
their insight. 

The night ended with a bonfire and 
dessert treats in honor of Yoni’s and 
Efrim’s birthdays.

June 14
We are all exhausted!!!!
Before dawn, we woke up from our 

Bedouin tents and traveled to Masada, 
the ruins of an ancient palace and vil-
lage atop a flat topped mountain in the 
Judean Desert.  We hiked the Roman 
Ramp and made it up to watch the sun-
rise over the mountains on the other side 
of the Dead Sea in Jordan. 

After touring the site, we followed 
the winding snake path down from 
Masada against the backdrop of amazing 
desert views.  

Next was the spring of Ein Gedi.  
After a short hike along the canyon, we 
cooled off under a waterfall flowing down 
from the lush spring.  Across the street, 
we found ourselves at a Dead Sea spa.  
We exfoliated covering ourselves in the 
medicinal mineral filled mud and floated 
in this unique body of salty water at the 
lowest place on earth. 

Before the bus even started, every-
one was already asleep for our ride to Tel 
Aviv.  This evening was about relaxation 
and recovery – dinner, hanging out in a 
park and finally collapsing into bed.  

Goodnight from Tel Aviv, the city 
that never sleeps (except for us).

June 15
We had another great day today!  
We started in Tel Aviv learning 

about the struggle to establish the State of 
Israel through the eyes of the Palmach in 
a interactive museum dedicated to these 
special forces.  After some free time at the 
port of Tel Aviv, we travelled to Caesarea, 
an ancient Roman port.  We toured the 
site and learned about its diverse history 
from Roman times until now.  After some 
ice cream, we traveled to Hadera, our part-
nership city, to meet the Israeli teens we 
will be spending the rest of the week with.  
We had a BBQ – Nashville style – and 
played some icebreaker games and then 
the teens departed for their first night with 
their host families.

June 16
We’ve had another incredibly full 

and fun day. We began by gathering all 

45 students (Nashville and Israel teens) 
and driving northeast. Our first stop was 
Mt. Arbel, where we hiked and climbed 
down the side of a cliff. Next, we drove to 
nearby Tiberius for lunch and shopping. 
Then we had delicious fun creating our 
own chocolate bars at a chocolate work-
shop in Degania. Lastly, we went to the 
Jordan River for canoeing! 

One would think the bus ride home 
would be silent with only the occasional 
sound of snoring after a day like that, 
but no, the energy was palpable and they 
stayed loud and happy all the way back to 
our partnership city. It looks like the two 
groups are melding quite well.

June 17
It’s almost time for Shabbat, and we 

really need it.  
After a busy week, we spent today in 

Tel Aviv learning about the history, art 
scene and modern times in this vibrant 
city. Together with our Israeli hosts, we 
toured the coolest neighborhood in Tel 
Aviv, guided by a local artist who taught 
us about the various types of street art 
there. Afterwards, we had some free time 
in the central market and the weekly ‘art 
walk’ buying souvenirs and other treasures.  
Finally, we learned about the history of Tel 
Aviv and the founding of the State of Israel 
at Independence Hall.  We heard the voice 
of David Ben Gurion and sang “Hatikvah,” 
the Israeli national anthem. 

The teens are now with their host 
families for Shabbat, and we know they 
are looking forward to the time together 
with their Israeli hosts from our partner-
ship region.  

June 18 and 19
After saying goodbye to our Hadera 

hosts, we traveled north to the mystical 
city of Tzefat, where we toured the holy 
city and saw a candle factory, ancient 
synagogues, a glassblowing demonstra-
tion and the artist colony.  

After a delicious lunch and some 
shopping, we headed even further north 
to Kibbutz Malkiyah on the Lebanese 
border.  In this frontier village, we 
learned about the importance of security 
to the State of Israel and met with some 
on-duty soldiers stationed in the area.   

We then drove east to the Hula Valley 
to our kibbutz resort hotel.  Our stomachs 
filled with a hardy dinner, we reviewed our 
trip on our Israel maps and then partici-
pated in a discussion about Israel and the 
media with a local journalist.  

We are ready for our last night 
in Israel, looking ahead to our final 
day tomorrow and our flights home to 
Nashville. •

The Nashville Get Connected teens prepare to have a meal and spend the night in a 
Bedouin tent in the Negev. 

Isaac Sedek (from left), Matthew 
Schwarcz and Josh Morin display an arti-
fact found during an archeological dig in 
the Negev. 
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In their own words: Teens describe Get Connected impact

T
he Nashville teenagers on 
the Get Connected trip to 
Israel were invited to write 
about the event, person or 
experience that had the 
biggest impact on them. 

Here are the comments of those who 
responded: 

The most impactful experience I had 
while on Get Connected was visiting the 
Western Wall …. I was a bit skeptical 
about being so moved by a wall. Boy, I 
was wrong. As soon as I put my hand on 
the wall, tears flooded my eyes. I have 
never been so impacted by Judaism until 
then. Seeing all of the other women pray 
and weep and put notes into the wall 
really pumped me up about how cool 
my religion was and just how moving it 
can be.

 I remembered all of the pain Jews 
have been put through and knew that 
this one wall still stands to show that 
people try to knock us down... but here 
we stand, stronger than ever.

 I also had a culture shock when 
visiting the Israeli teens. I was able to see 
what life was like in the eyes of an Israeli 
teen …. It was neat to see the similarities 
and differences as teenagers growing up 
in vastly different cultures. My host teen 
and I had a lot in common and became 
really good friends, it’s so cool to say that 
you have friends all the way in Israel. 
Seeing how the IDF impacts teens was 
also neat as well. While American teens 
are worried about what college they will 
get into Israeli teens are worried about 
defending their country and their life.

  This trip was a life changing 
experience for me. I had a blast and will 
keep this trip very near and dear to my 
heart forever. 

– Morgan Evans

Two weeks ago I traveled the far-
thest distance away from Nashville that I 
have ever been. I traveled to what is now 
the coolest place I have ever been, the 
Jewish state and homeland, Israel. Before 
embarking on this journey, 22 other 
teens and I met at the JCC multiple times 
to discuss the importance of our trip and 
the significance of the sites we would be 
visiting. I of course knew why Israel was 
such an important state, but did not yet 
feel a strong connection to the land. 

Our first stop was Jerusalem; my 
22 other co-adventurers and I were a 
bit jet lagged but still ecstatic to be in 
the holy city. We ended up visiting 
the Kotel (Western Wall) three times: 
once during the day, another on Friday 
night, and a third time during Shavuot. 
If I had to pin point one moment of the 
entire trip in which I truly felt that I 
was a part of a larger Jewish family, it 
would be at the Wall on Friday night. 
As I made my way with my friends down 
to the women’s section in front of the 
Kotel, I was absorbed by the excitement 
and energy of the girls next to the wall 
who were welcoming in the Sabbath. 
Here we were, a group of Nashville girls, 
thousands of miles away from home, 
being welcomed into circles to dance 
and sing with other Jewish girls to cele-
brate Shabbat.

– Rebekah Doochin 

There is one activity that I believe 
will stick with me for the rest of my life. 
Get Connected partnered with a city 
called Pardes Hanna, where each of us 
was welcomed into the home of a fami-

ly. The Yehoshua’s family was generous 
enough to host me for those four nights 
and had a teenage daughter named Noa. 
Noa became not only a friend, but a best 
friend I will have for the rest of my life. 

On the last full day with our host 
families, everyone went to the beach 
and hangout as a huge group without our 
chaperons, in which some people opened 
up a little more. It was an amazing expe-
rience being around so many Jewish 
teenagers. This was my first time truly 
getting to be around a place where Jews 
were the majority. That was something I 
will never forget.

While all the Israeli and Tennessee 
teens were at the beach, a group of us 
were sitting under a tent. There were 
two guitars and one guy was playing the 
guitar and the other guy was hitting the 
back of it as it was like a drum. As we 
sat there as a group, we were singing 
songs that are American and songs that 
are Israeli. When we, as a group, where 
singing “Golden Boy,” it finally hit me 
that I was in the Promised Land, the land 
created for Jews. I was where the Jewish 
people were meant to be. That feeling of 
being home will forever and always stick 
with me. 

– Hayden Fobare

My favorite moment in Israel was 
the first time we went to the Western 
Wall. I had no idea what to expect, but 

I was surprisingly more emotional than 
I thought I would be. I walked with my 
sister up to the wall and we touched it 
for the first time together. Tears were 
streaming from our eyes because we felt 
the history of our people through the 
wall. We stood there and both said the 
Shema while we had our hands on the 
rock. That moment was so special for us 
because we were the first of our family to 
go to Israel. I will have the memory of 
the Western Wall in my head forever and 

I hope I can take my kids there one 
day. 

– Sydney Lewis

Israel was a great experience, and 
going with a group of my friends helped 
enhance the experience even more. 

The highlights for me was getting 
to spend time with friends and making 
memories. We got 
to spend time at the 
Western Wall on 
Shabbat. I had been 
there before, but it’s 
a whole different 
sight on Shabbat.  

 A n o t h e r 
highlight was stay-
ing with the fami-
lies in Pardes Hana. 
Spending time with 
the locals you get to 
see the Holy Land 
through a different 
perspective and do 
things you wouldn’t 
normally do as a 
tourist. 

– Yoni Taeidkashani

My favorite part was staying with the 
host families. It was very interesting to 
see how they live in Israel and erase many 
of the stereotypes about Israeli Jews. 
My host family was extremely nice and 
caring of me from the first minute I got 
there. This was very surprising because I 
had never met them before. They showed 
me authentic food as well as time to just 
play around. This helped me get connect-
ed to Israel.

– Benjamin Harris

I believe Jewish resilience – that 
quality which has allowed for survival in 
the face of so much historical adversity – 
lies mostly in the ability of Jews to main-
tain distinction from the rest of their 
world. Whether in the form of dietary 

custom or religious ritual or otherwise, 
tradition is the primary vehicle through 
which Jews preserve such an irrepressibly 
distinctive identity. It could be argued 
that this traditionalism could lead to a 
kind of social separatism, the modern 
Jewish dilemma therefore becoming the 
issue of cohering as a people without 
drifting into esotericism and alienation. 
The natural role of Jews, then, is to adopt 
a culture of acceptance. 

This summer, I experienced this 
firsthand at the Western Wall in its raw-
est form – a group of Israeli Jews (who 
appeared far more observant than me) 
celebrating the arrival of Shabbat with 
song and dance reached out gleefully to 
me and my American peers. Although a 
seemingly small moment, this particular 
experience has stuck with me as a purely 
expressed symbol of the Jewish accep-
tance of the Other, a quality as necessary 
for the survival of the Jewish people now 
as ever.

– Jacob Snyder

“Life changing…the homeland…
nowhere else like it…” For years I have 
heard it over and over again from family 
and friends.  I was ecstatic to finally be 
able to visit Israel and see what all the 
hype was about.  My expectations were 
grand, and this trip did not disappoint.

In particular, Shabbat at the Western 
Wall continues to be a standout moment 
from my trip to Israel.  Hundreds of peo-
ple were flooding into the Kotel. A lively 
spirit radiated from person to person. 
Many were dancing, singing, praying, 
and simply taking in the moment.  I 
particularly noticed how inclusive and 
welcoming everyone was to us.  It was 
truly amazing to see the entire commu-
nity come together and share in this 
meaningful custom.

This trip wouldn’t have been nearly 
as wonderful or memorable if I hadn’t 
had 22 peers from Nashville to share it 
with. I had known some people in my 
group since birth, and others I had only 
met the day we left for Israel, but none 
of that mattered. We looked out for 
one another and by the end of the trip 
had become a cohesive and close group 
of friends.  I guess you can say we “got 
connected.”  

Whether it was talking on the bus, 
hiking Masada at 5 a.m. with one hour of 
sleep, eating schnitzel for the fifth time in 
a row, riding camels through the desert, 
sleeping in Bedouin tents, enduring 12 
hour layovers at the Boston Airport, or 
even going bowling, we all experienced it 
together, as one large group.  The memo-
ries and the friendships that I created on 
this trip will stay with me forever. 

– Marin Kirshner

Nashville contingent participate in games with their Israeli peers at Haklai High School 
in Pardes Hanna as they get to know one another. 

Hayden Fobare (right) says Noa 
Yehoshua, a member of the Israeli host 
family she stayed with for several nights 
on the Get Connected trip, “became not 
only a friend, but a best friend I will have 
for the rest of my life.” 

Benjamin Harris (second from left) said his favorite part of the 
trip was getting to stay with an Israeli family. 
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Charles 
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as 
jpegs to the e-mail with the related 
news item or story. For material that 
cannot be e-mailed, submissions should 
be sent to Charles Bernsen, The Jewish 
Observer, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 
102, Nashville TN 37205. Photos and 
copy sent by regular mail will not be 
returned unless prior arrangement is 
made. Publication is at the discretion of 
The Observer, which reserves the right 
to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K

STAFF

Publisher   Mark S. Freedman
Editor   Charles Bernsen
Advertising Manager   Carrie Mills
Layout and Production   Tim Gregory
Editorial Board  Frank Boehm (chair),  
 Barbara Dab, Greg Goldberg,
 Scott Rosenberg, Liz Foster

Telephone   615/356-3242
Fax   615/352-0056
E-mail   charles@jewishnashville.org

‘The Jewish Observer’ (ISSN 
23315334) is published monthly for $25 per 
year by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, 801 Percy Warner 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205-4009.
Periodicals postage paid at Nashville, TN. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to THE JEWISH OBSERVER, 801 Percy 
Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205

This newspaper is made possible by funds 
raised in the Jewish Federation Annual 
Campaign.

The Jewish Observer is a member 
of the American Jewish Press Association 
and the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

While The Jewish Observer 
makes every possibly effort to accept only 
reputable advertisers of the highest quality, 
we cannot guarantee the Kasruth of their 
products.

c    c               c    c

Please support The Observer

T
he Jewish Observer of Nashville 
is the only comprehensive 
source of information about 
the Jewish community of 
Middle Tennessee. In order 
to continue delivering the 

news and information you have come to 
expect, we need your support. 

In this issue you will find an 

envelope with which you can make 
a tax deductible contribution to The 
Observer’s annual Patron Campaign. A 
$25 donation covers the cost of printing 
and mailing The Observer to a single 
home each year, but we hope you will 
consider donating at one of the higher 
levels: Reporter ($50), Editor ($100) or 
Publisher ($150). 

Young Israeli ambassadors build relationships 
with Jewish Nashville – and have fun too

By ChARLES BERNSEN  

T
he five Israeli teens who 
visited Nashville last 
month as part of an annu-
al exchange program 
saw themselves as young 
ambassadors.

More and more, Israel tends to “gets 
a bad rap” among Americans in con-
nection with the ongoing political dis-
pute with Palestinians, said 16-year-old 
Shaked Mor.

“I wanted to come here and show peo-
ple what the real Israel is about,” he said. 

Shaked – along with Inbar Miron, 
16; Sahar Afgin, 17; Shachar Ben Meir, 
17; Amitai Abraham, 15, and their chap-
erone, English teacher Gilad Zafrir – 
were in Nashville during the past two 
weeks of July as part of the exchange 
program with high schools in the city’s 
Partnership2Gether region of Hadera 
Eiron. Sahar and Shchar are students at 
Hadera High School while Inbar, Amitai 
and Shaked are at Haklai High School in 
nearby Pardes Hanna. 

During their time in Nashville, the 
Israeli teenagers stayed in the homes of 
Nashville teenagers, some of whom had 
only recently returned from their own 
two-week immersive experience in Israel 
through Get Connected. The visiting 
Israelis toured Nashville, visited local 
congregations for Shabbat services, spent 
a week as counselors at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center’s Camp Davis 
and did a more than a little service work, 
helping to refurbish the big “SHALOM” 
greeting built into the side of a hill at the 
end of the GJCC parking lot. 

“During the two weeks the Israelis 
students are here, we immerse them 
in our community and try to nurture 
relationships that will endure for years,” 
said Harriet Schiftan, associate execu-
tive director of the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, which 
underwrites the trip.

 “We know they keep in touch 
with their host families and the Get 
Connected friends, but we also want 
them to know that this community is sup-
portive and standing with them always,” 
she said. “We know these relationships 
are just the beginning of what we hope 
will be a long term connection I know 
it’s true for me – I see the students on our 
visits to Israel and I count the chaperones 
among my closest friends in Israel.”

For Amitai, the trip offered a chance 
to learn how U.S. Jews maintain their 
Jewish communities and identities. 

“In Israel it’s easy to be Jewish,” he 
said. “Here you have to want to be Jewish 
and work at it.” 

Inbar, noting that it’s sometimes 
easy for Israelis to take their own 
Jewishness for granted, said that seeing 
how Nashville Jews purposely build their 
Jewish identites helped her learn more 
about her own. 

But don’t get the wrong impression. 
These were teenagers, and asked to talk 
about what they will remember most, 
they responded just as you might expect. 

“Sweet Cece’s,” said Inbar. “We 
don’t have anything like that in Israel.” 

“Paddling,” said Amitai, referring to 
the afternoon spent paddle boarding on 
Old Hickory Lake. 

“The concert in Brentwood,” said 
Shaked, referring to the performance by 
the Bicho Brothers Band in Crockett Park. 

“All the trees – green, green, green,” 
said Shchar. “I love it.” 

“The Grand Ole Opry,” said Sahar. 
(They got to see Whispering Bill 
Anderson celebrate his 55th anniversa-
ry as a member of the iconic Nashville 
institution.)_

Shaked said that one of the reasons 
he wanted to come to Nashville is that 
he had “heard a lot of good things about 
Nashville” from other Israeli teenagers 
who had taken part in the exchange 
program. 

“On this trip I have learned that we 
are not alone in the world,” he added. . •

  

With help from the Gordon Jewish Community Center facilities staff, the Israeli teens visiting Nashville on a Partnership2Gether 
exchange trip refurbished the faded “SHALOM” greeting at the end of the GJCC parking lot. From left are Liron Finkelstein, 
community shlicha; Harriet Schiftan, associate executive director of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee; 
Rachel Koch, coordinator of the Get Connected program; Shchar Ben Meir; Sahar Afgin; Inbar Miron; Amitai Abraham; Nashville 
teen Eli Asher; Shaked Mor and Gilad Zafrir, who was chaperoning the Israeli visitors. 

With some of their Nashville hosts, the Israeli teens spent an afternoon paddle boarding 
on Old Hickory Lake. 

“I’ve been very happy with the results 
of advertising in the Observer.”

Dr. Jim Kirkconnell, Bellevue Eye Center
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treat people right while we’re doing it.” 

It is not mere happenstance that 
Kaufman, a 45-year-old native of Beverly 
Hills, finds himself making moonshine in 
rural Cannon County. In a way, he has 
come home. 

Kaufman’s great-grandfather was 
Jesse Shwayder, the son of European 
Jewish immigrant peddlers. In 1910, he 
founded Shwayder Trunk and Bag, a 
suitcase manufacturing firm that would 
eventually become the iconic luggage 
company Samsonite. In the 1960s, 
Samonsite opened a big manufacturing 
plant in Murfreesboro that was run 
for decades by Kaufman’s grandfather, 
Louis Degan. 

But for Kaufman, it’s clear the par-
allel between his farm and distillery 
operation and the business started by 
his great-grandfather is more than geo-
graphic. 

Prominently displayed on the bar of 
Short Mountain Distillery’s new restau-
rant is a case with two photos. One is 
of Jesse Shwayder and his four brothers, 
who joined him as partners in the fledg-
ling suitcase company. The other is of 
Kaufman and his three brothers – Ben, 
David and Darian – who have joined 
him as partners in the distillery venture 
almost a century later.

The Shwayder brothers adopted the 
Golden Rule – do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you – as the 
motto of their luggage business.  

“It was so important to them that 
they made these little marbles imprinted 
with the Golden Rule and distributed 
them to employees, customers and visi-
tors to their plants,” said Kaufman, who 
displays some of them in the case. 

Following their great-grandfather’s 
example, the Kaufman brothers adopt-
ed the same motto for their business, 
adorning the bottles from the distillery 
with Golden Rule coins and distrib-
uting Golden Rule marbles just as the 
Shwayder brothers did. 

 “You could say this is a family tra-
dition,” Kaufman said. “It was important 
for them to do things the right way, and 
it’s important for us.” 

Kaufman didn’t set out to be a dis-
tiller. In 2001, having grown tired of the 
fast-paced Southern California life, he 
bought this 400-hundred-acre property 
in Woodbury with the intent of operat-
ing an organic farm and becoming part 
of the community supported agriculture 
movement, which promotes small-scale, 
sustainable farming through partnerships 
between local farmers and consumers.  

That’s indeed what he did for several 
years before two things happened to steer 
him in a different direction. First, he 
developed close friendships with many 
of his neighbors, including a handful of 
farmers whose families had been making 
and selling traditional moonshine – ille-
gally, of course – for generations. He saw 
first-hand that properly distilled moon-
shine – a clear liquor of anywhere from 
50-60 percent alcohol traditionally made 
from a “sour mash” of sugar and corn – 
was not only popular but an integral part 
of the local culture. 

Then, in 2008, the Tennessee leg-
islature enacted laws permitting distill-
eries to operate in many areas of the 
state where they had once been banned, 
including Canon County. Kaufman 
then led a successful effort to get voters 
in Cannon County, a dry county, to 
approve a referendum allowing the sale 
and consumption of alcohol. 

Though he initially saw the distill-

Moonshine

er as a “value added product,” today it 
has become the farm’s primary business, 
producing upwards of 10,000 bottles of 
whiskey a year – much of it moonshine 
but several kinds of bourbons and rye 
whiskeys as well. The Short Mountain 
moonshine recipe is identical to the one 
used for generations by area farmers. 
Several of them continue to make small 
batches of their own moonshine – legally 
now – using traditional equipment in a 
“still room” attached to the main distill-
ery, which distributes it under the Short 
Mountain label Shiners Select.

Kaufman is still farming, though 
most of what he grows is grain used in 
the distilling process. Likewise, the herd 
of cattle that still grazes on the farm’s pas-
ture is the source of beef for the Stillhouse 
Restaurant, the new onsite eatery open 
from 11a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Sunday 
when the distillery also offers tours.

With sweeping views of the sur-
rounding farm hills, the restaurant has 
become a popular venue for weddings and 
receptions – so popular that Kaufman has 
become “ordained” through an online 
service so that he can legally perform 
wedding ceremonies.

Though Jewish, Kaufman describes 
himself as “spiritual, not religious.” 

Although he doesn’t keep kosher 
himself, he has asked Rabbi Saul 
Strosberg of Congregation Sherith 

Israel to drive down to Woodbury 
every six months or so to inspect the 
facility and certify its moonshine as 
kosher. (Only the moonshine distilled 
in modern distillery is kosher, not the 
Shiners Select or other whiskeys.)

Asked why, Kaufman said, “Why 
not. We put so much care into our prod-
ucts, we want as many people to enjoy 
them as possible.” •

Billy Kaufman (standing) talks with Ryan Smotherman, one of the 
two Short Mountain distillers.

Kaufman and a wedding coordinator 
speak with a couple who are planning to 
hold their reception at Short Mountain 
Distillery.

Attached to the modern distillery is the “still room,” where sev-
eral local farmers occasionally make small batches of traditional 
moonshine. 

New distillers hope to make Israel the land of milk and honey – and whiskey
By YARDENA SCHWARTZ

KATZRIN, Israel (JTA) —After 
testing the alcohol level of the whiskey 
flowing out of his outdoor copper still, 
David Zibell touches his head to ensure 
his kippah is in place, then heads inside 
to place labels on the bottles lined up 
inside his distillery.

The small warehouse in an indus-
trial zone in the Golan Heights town of 
Katzrin may not look like much from the 
outside – the makeshift still is essentially 
a large metal pot connected to a blue 
plastic garbage pail. But Zibell, a bearde 
and bespectacled French Canadian who 
made aliyah in 2014, is the first person 
to bottle and sell whiskey in Israel, where 
it hit the market in May. 

The Jewish state may be known 
for many things, but whiskey isn’t one of 
them. Until recently, Israeli-made alco-
hol was confined to the likes of Goldstar 
and Maccabee — beers that few Israelis 
are proud of — and arak, a potent, clear 
liquor that even Israelis admit is a bit of 
an acquired taste.

Over the past decade, however, 
Israel’s alcohol industry has blossomed. It 
now boasts award-winning wineries and 

some respected micro-
breweries. Now, with a 
total of three distilleries 
having opened over the 
past four years, it may be 
whiskey’s turn.

“Whiskey was 
always my passion, 
but now there’s a big-
ger demand for it,” said 
Zibell, founder of Golan 
Heights Distillery. 
“Whiskey sales in Israel 
went up 45 percent in 
the last three years. This 
happened elsewhere 
years ago, but here things 
take a little longer.”

The new Israeli 
whiskey-makers are cap-
italizing on the spirit’s 
rising popularity around 
the world, said Jonathan 
Ishai, who founded the Israeli Whisky 
Society in 2003. Back then he had only 
a few comrades, but today the group has 
5,000 members who gather at whiskey 
tasting events, lectures and occasional 
trips to Scotland.

For now, the whiskey scene in Israel 

is a fledgling one, with 
all three distillers in a 
bit of a friendly com-
petition to lay claim 
to the country’s “firsts” 
when it comes to this 
particularly evocative 
— and fetishized — 
spirit.

Pelter, a well-
known winery in 
the northern Golan 
Heights, was the first 
Israeli operation to 
begin distilling whis-
key in November 
2013.

Tal Pelter, the 
company’s founder, 
was innspired by other 
boutique wineries that 
have edged into the 
whiskey-distilling biz. 

So he bought a still from Cognac, France 
that was once used by Remy Martin. 

“There was zero production in Israel 
so it was like diving into a deep blue 
ocean,” said Pelter, whose grandfather 
hawked homemade whiskey in the U.S. 
during Prohibition. 

Milk & Honey was the first to build 
a whiskey distillery in Israel. They began 
construction on their 10,000-square-
foot facility in Jaffa in June 2014 and 
started distilling in March 2015. Last 
month they opened a sleek visitor’s cen-
ter, which offers tours, tastings and pri-
vate events. With its poured-concrete 
floors and shared wooden tables, its 
industrial-chic atmosphere could easily 
be mistaken for something in Brooklyn.

“Six whiskey-loving friends decided 
they wanted to turn a dream into a reali-
ty,” said Eitan Attir, Milk & Honey’s new 
CEO. “Most of them are from hi-tech 
and have startups – and this is a bit like 
a startup.” 

The Golan Heights Distillery is a 
tiny, one-man operation.  Zibell, 36, loves 
whiskey and was inspired to begin mak-
ing his own by the many “l’chaims” at 
Shulounge, the Montreal synagogue where 
he drank whiskey with friends after 
Shabbat services every Saturday.

When he moved to Israel with his 
wife and three children, he intended to  
continue working in real estate while 
making whiskey as a hobby. He found 
romance in the idea of distilling in the 

Continued on pages 6

The Golan Heights Distillery is the 
first whiskey to be bottled and 
sold in Israel. However, because 
it is aged for only one year, it 
wouldn’t be considered whiskey 
under Scottish regulations. (PHOTO 

COURTESY OF THE GOLAN HEIGHTS DISTILLERY) 
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At this year’s national Methodist 
conference in Portland, Oregon, four 
divestment resolutions were soundly 
defeated, and the conference delegates 
overwhelmingly supported a proposal to 
withdraw from the U.S. Coalition to End 
the Israeli Occupation, a group noted 
for its extremist positions in support of 
BDS. Again, one of our Methodist par-
ticipants from the clergy mission worked 
closely with our Federation and helped 
us to reach out to the leadership of 
the Methodist delegation from Middle 
Tennessee attending the convention to 
present our case in opposition to the var-
ious BDS proposals.  

Next we worked closely with the 
executive presbyter of Middle Tennessee, 
also a clergy mission participant, during 
the recently concluded Presbyterian 
General Assembly, which was also held 
in Portland OR. As a result of the positive 
relationship built during our the mission, 
we created a network of support between 
the Tennessee delegates attending the 
Presbyterian General Assembly and the 
top leadership of Presbyterians for Middle 
East Peace, an advocacy group within the 
Presbyterian Church that firmly opposes 
BDS initiatives. 

While a report was adopted by the 
General Assembly that is troublesome in 
many respects and clearly slanted against 
Israel, the report was amended signifi-
cantly and for the first time requires the 
Presbyterian Church to study sources 
that are anti-BDS in viewpoint and 

also moves away from advocacy of the 
“one-state” solution favored by BDS 
proponents within the Church. The 
General Assembly also soundly rejected 
a resolution to boycott Hewlett-Packard. 
These are extremely positive develop-
ments that should be welcomed by the 
Jewish community.

While there is still much work to be 
done in building support for Israel among 
mainline Christian churches, our efforts 
here in Nashville should be viewed as 
giant step in the right direction. In par-
ticular, I want to offer my very special 
thanks to Rev. Vicki Burgess of St. Philips 
Episcopal Church, Rev. Warner Durnell, 
Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery 
of Middle Tennessee and Rev. Michael 
O’Bannon of First United Methodist of 
Murfreesboro for their participation on 
our Clergy mission and for their principled 
and passionate support of our efforts to 
oppose BDS resolutions at their respective 
churches’ national gatherings that have 
taken place over the past year.

 We will continue to build upon 
our friendships forged during the clergy 
mission, encourage mainline Christians 
and Christian clergy to visit Israel and 
to keep the lines of communication open 
with the Jewish community when the 
discussion involves Israel and its search 
for a just and enduring peace. •

Mark S. Freedman is executive director 
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.

Continued from page 5
picturesque Golan Heights, near his 
Katzrin home. But  once he bought a still, 
“I started distilling and haven’t stopped.” 

That Zibell can lay claim to be the 
first to market hinges on a technicality. 
There are no whiskey regulations in 
Israel, as there are in Scotland or the 
United States. In Scotland, the birth-
place of whiskey, laws mandate, among 
other things, that whiskey age a min-
imum of three years in oak barrels. In 
the United States, federal law regulates 
the percentage of grains and alcohol 
in labeling various spirits. So while 
Zibell’s spirit may be considered whis-
key in Israel, it wouldn’t necessarily be 
labeled as such elsewhere. (A previous 
attempt to distill whiskey in Israel, in the 
1970s, failed when the Scotch Whisky 
Association successfully sued the makers 
of the Israeli brand, Ascot, for calling its 
product scotch.)

By contrast, Pelter and Milk & 
Honey are following the Scotch reg-

ulations. As their whiskeys ages, both 
distilleries are producing and selling a 
variety of other tasty spirits. 

In September last year, after aging 
his two-grain sour-mash whiskey for 
one year, Zibell began selling a limited 
run at select stores in Jerusalem in order 
to test the response to such a young 
whiskey. The feedback was favorable 
and Zibell formally launched on Israeli 
Independence Day on May 12.

Calling his spirit “Golani Whiskey” 
— both for its geographic origin as well 
as the IDF infantry brigade whose 
logo inspired the bottle’s green label 
— Zibell is releasing 100 bottles each 
week of the 900-bottle run. An addi-
tional 600 bottles will soon be avail-
able in the United States through 
kosher wine distributor The River. 
Milk & Honey and Golan Heights are 
both kosher certified.

“People are eager to see an Israeli 
whiskey,” says Zibell. “I’m going to 
keep it as a young whiskey, because 
the Israeli personality is all about not 
wanting to wait for things.” •

Whiskey

Clergy mission continues to pay dividends in fight against BDS
By MARK S. FREEDMAN

L
ast year the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, in coopera-
tion with its Community 
Relations Committee and 
The Temple, staged a high-

ly successful mainline Christian clergy 
Mission to Israel. Nine 
Nashville-area cler-
gy representing the 
Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Episcopalian, Baptist, 
Unitarian and Disciples 
of Christ denomina-
tions traveled to Israel 
with leadership from 
the Jewish community.  

One of the primary goals of the mis-
sion was to address with the Christian 
clergy the very problematic issue of the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement that targets Israel eco-
nomically, seeks to delegitimize Israel 
and isolate it in the international com-
munity. An unstated but clear aim of 
many BDS proponents is to undermine 
Israel’s very existence in favor of a single 
Palestinian State. 

Over the past several years, national 
gatherings of the Methodist, Episcopalian 
and Presbyterian Churches have consid-

ered and in some instances adopted reso-
lutions that have sought divestment from 
Israel and blamed Israel alone for a lack 
of progress in the search for peace with 
the Palestinians.  

Cognizant of this situation, during 
the course of the clergy mission we pro-
vided participants with a balanced and 
objective “on the ground” experience so 
they could judge for themselves the very 
significant geo-political issues that divide 
the Israelis and Palestinians. We exposed 
our Christian clergy friends to a wide 
variety of viewpoints and perspectives, 
including a full day in the West Bank 
with Palestinian Muslim and Christian 
Arab leaders and commentators. 

Our expectation and hope following 
the mission was to be able to construc-
tively engage with our Christian clergy 
friends when BDS resolutions and pro-
posals were debated at their national 
church conferences and gatherings. On 
the most basic level, our expectations 
were greatly exceeded. Just a month 
after returning from the mission, the 
Episcopalian member of our mission del-
egation traveled to her national confer-
ence fully prepared to speak against a 
divestment resolution. As it happened, 
the resolution was pulled from the floor 
of the conference just before she had a 
chance to address the conference. 

Mark 
Freedman

Come say farewell to 
Liron Finkelstein on Aug. 11

T
he entire com-
munity is invit-
ed to bid l’hi-
traot (not good-
bye but “see you 
later”) to Liron 

Finkelstein this month as 
she ends her two-year tenure 
at Jewish Nashville’s shicha 
(Israel emissary). 

The Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee is holding a fare-
well party from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 11 at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center that will 

include drinks, appetizers and 
some surprises. Those plan-
ning to attend are asked to 
RSVP to Federation Events 
Coordinator Barbara Schwarcz 
at barbara@jewishnashville.
org or (615) 356-1630.

The Community Shlichim 
Program, an initiative of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, 
sends young Israelis to serve 
with Jewish organizations and 
communities throughout the 
world. Finkelstein’s replace-

ment, Adi Ben Dor, will begin work at 
the Federation next month.  •

Liron Finkelstein
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Vandy Jewish Studies Program 
names 2016 award winners

A
lyssa Blanchard’s essay, 
‘“Let’s End this Charade’:  
Performance and 
Jewish Identity,” 
has been named 
the winner of 

Vanderbilt University’s 2016 
Jewish Studies Essay Contest. 

Meanwhile, rising junior 
Blake Sidon has been named 
the recipient of Vanderbilt’s 
2016 Miriam Halachmi Prize in 
Modern Hebrew.  

Blanchard’s essay essay was 
written for Assoc. Prof. Adam 
Meyer’s course “American 
Southern Jews in Life and 
Literature” and focuses on Dara 
Horn’s 2009 novel All Other 
Nights, set during the Civil War 
era. It discusses the ways in which Jews 
of the period used various forms of per-

formativity in attempting to gain accep-
tance as Americans but found themselves 

outsiders nonetheless. Blanchard, 
a rising senior majoring in public 
policy studies, is from the greater 
New Orleans area.   

This year’s contest judg-
es were Asst. Profs. Allison 
Schachter and Philip Ackerman-
Lieberman.

 The Halachmi Prize was 
established in 2015 in memory 
of Miriam Halachmi, who taught 
Hebrew at Vanderbilt for over 
three decades. She passed away 
in February, 2015.

“Blake has proved great dedi-
cation to the study of the Hebrew 
language and a continued moti-
vation to excel,” said Orit Yeret, 

said senior lecturer in modern Hebrew 
Orit Yeret. •

Alyssa 
Blanchard

Blake Sidon

Vandy to host international conference on Judaeo-Arabic studies

M
ore than 40 scholars 
from around the world 
will be in Nashville 
this month when 
Vanderbilt University 
hosts the 17th inter-

national conference of the Society for 
Judaeo-Arabic Studies. 

The gathering will feature world-re-
nowned experts speaking on the lan-
guage, literature, philosophy, society, and 
culture of Arabic-speaking Jews in the 
Middle Ages. It will begin with an open-
ing banquet and plenary at the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center on Aug.15 
and will continue through mid-day on 
Aug. 18 on the Vanderbilt campus. The 
opening banquet has been generously 
underwritten by the Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

The conference is free and open 
to the Nashville community at large as 
well as the Vanderbilt community. For 
more information email jewishstudies@
vanderbilt.edu.

Held every other year, the SJAS 
conference is hosted alternately by a 
university in Israel and outside of Israel. 
Previous host schools have included The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Bar Ilan 
University, the University of Cambridge, 
the University of Chicago, Princeton 
University and the University Cordoba.

 The effort to bring the conference 
to Nashville began about two years ago, 
said Phil Lieberman, assistant professor 
of Jewish studies and law at Vanderbilt, 
who has taken a lead role in planning and 
hosting the event. 

“Vanderbilt happens to have a very 
strong presence in the area of Judeo-
Arabic scholarship,” said Lieberman, 
whose research focuses on the social, 
economic and legal history of Jewish 
communities of North Africa and the 
Levant. “This is a wonderful opportunity 
for both Vanderbilt and Nashville.” 

In addition to Lieberman, other 
Vanderbilt Judeo-Arabic experts par-
ticipating in the conference are Lenn 
Goodman, professor of philosophy and 
Jewish studies whose expertise is the inter-
action of Jewish and Islamic philosophers 
in the Middle Ages; David Wasserstein, 
professor of history and Jewish studies 
whose expertise is Islam and Judaism in 
the Islamic world; and Leor Halevi, asso-
ciate professor of history and law who 
studies Islam and the interaction between 
religious law and social practices. 

Monday, Aug. 15
5:30-6:00 p.m.: Registration at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center along 
with a welcome from Mark Freedman, 
executive director of the Jewish 
Federation of Nashvile and Middle 
Tennessee; Professor Aharon Maman, 
president, SJAS and Vanderbilt Provost 
Susan Wente. 

6:00-7:30 p.m.: “Maimonides and His 
Family I,” a panel chaired by Phil 
Lieberman of Vanderbilt with presenta-
tions from: 
• Mark Cohen, Princeton University 

“Maimonides’ fatwas on Commercial 
Collaboration”

• Nahem Ilan of Ono Academic College, 
“Reflection of Rabbi Abraham 
Maimuni’s Attitude to Christians 
Based on his Genesis 36 Commentary”

• Lenn Goodman of Vanderbilt, 
“Clearing up Three Needless 
Obscurities about Maimonides’ Guide 
to the Perplexed

Tuesday Aug., 16 
8:30-10:30 a.m. (Vanderbilt Divinity 
School G23):  “Linguistic Sciences 
and Translations,” a panel chaired by 
Vanderbilt Professor David Wasserstein 
with presentations from: 
• Aharon Maman of The Hebrew 

University, “In the Footsteps of Ibn 
Quraysh’s Lost Book, Sefer Av vaEm”

• Moshe Kahan of The Hebrew 
University, “Hebrew’s Verbal Stems – 
from Sibawayh to Abraham ibn Ezra”

• Jonathan Decter of Brandeis University, 
“Judah al-Harizi as a Bilingual Author”

• Mohamed Hamed of The Hebrew 
University, `Fasaha` according to 
David Ben Abraham al-Fasi in 
Comparison with other Hebrew & 
Arabic Philologists

11 a.m.-1 p.m. (Divinity School G23): 
“Theology I,” a panel chaired by Lenn 
Goodman of Vanderbilt  with presenta-
tions from: 
• Sarah Jean Pearce of New York 

University, :A Shi‘ite Doxology in 
Judaeo-Arabic Ethical Writing: A 
Footnote to A Mediterranean Society”

• Ehud Krinis of Ben Gurion University 
of the Negev, “A Shii Passage in 
the Duties of the Heart – Bahya 
ibn Paquda’s Adaptation of the Shii 
Principle of Continuity”

• Yair Shiffman of The Hebrew 
University, “Narboni on Esoteric and 
Exoteric motives in Ibn Tufail’s Hayy 
Ibn Yaqdhan”

• Amos Goldreich of Tel Aviv 
University, “Judaeo-Arabic Magical 
Texts Composed by Medieval 
Kabbalists”

4:30-6:00 p.m. (Divinity School G23):  
“Maimonides and His Family II,” a panel 
with presentations from: 
• Arnold Franklin of Queen’s College, 

“Rationalizing Prayer: David ben 
Joshua Maimuni’s Commentary on the 
Text of the Liturgy”

• Marc Herman of the University of 
Pennsylvania, “Principle Two in 
Maimonides’ Sefer ha-Misvot in light of 
his Theories of the Oral Torah”

• Amir Ashur of Tel Aviv University, 
“Maimonidean and Maimonidean-
related Documents from the Geniza 
– New Discoveries”

7:30-8:30 p.m. (102 Buttrick Hall), 
“Exegesis,” a panel with presentations 
from: 
• Daniel Frank of The Ohio State 

University, “Recovering Japheth 
Ben Eli’s ‘Lost’ Commentary On 
Lamentations”

• Jessica Andruss of the University of 
Virginia, “Historical Hermeneutics 
in the Commentaries of Salmon b. 
Yeruhim”

Wednesday, Aug. 17
8:30-10:30 a.m. (Library Community 
Room): “Legal Thought,” a panel chaired 
by Mark Cohen of Princeton University 
with presentations from: 
• Gideon Libson of The Hebrew 

University, “”Judaeo-Arabic Legal, 
Philosophical and Gendered Terms 
in Maimonides’ Writings and their 
Meaning according to Muslim Legal 
Literature”

• Aviram Ravitsky of Ariel University, 
“Aristotelian Syllogism and the 
Skeptical Critique of its Reasons, in 
the Legal Thought of Ya’qub al-Qirq-
isani”

• Zvi Stampfer of the University of 
Cambridge, “The Formulation of 
Family law in the Post-Geonic Judaeo-
Arabic literature”

• Neri Y. Ariel of The Hebrew University, 
“Manuals For Judges: Achievements 
and Challenges in the Reconstruction 
of a Judaeo-Arabic Halakhic  Genre 
from the Genizah”

11:00 a.m.-noon (Library Community 
Room): “History I,” a panel chaired by 
Leor Halevi of Vanderbilt University 
with presentations from: 
• Moshe Yagur of The Hebrew 

University, “Social Bonds between 
Jews and Apostates in the Geniza 
Society”

• Brendan Goldman of The Johns 
Hopkins University, “The Crusades 
and the Geopolitics of Jewish Authority 
in Latin Syria (1099-1187)”

1:30-3 p.m. (Hillel/the Shulman Center): 
“History II,” a panel with presentations 
from: 
• Elinoar Bareket, Achva Academic 

College, “A New Reading of Old 
Documents”

• Yosef Rivlin, Bar-Ilan University, 
“Given Names in the Jewish Society of 
the Middle Ages

• Phil Lieberman of Vanderbilt 
University, “Onomastics and Migration 
in the Cairo Geniza”

3:30-5 p.m. (Hillel/Shulman Center): 
“History III,” a panel with presentations 
from:
• David Sklare of the Ben-Zvi Institute, 

“Mosul and the Surrounding Region 
as a Center of Jewish Culture in the 
Ninth and Tenth Centuries”

• Dan Shapira of Bar-Ilan University, 
“Did the author of the so-called Reply 
of the Khazar King Joseph Know any 
Arabic?”

• Daria Vasyutinskaya Shapira, Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev, 
“Documents in Arabic from the 
Second Firkowicz Collection”

6:30-7:30 p.m. (Hillel/Shulman Center): 
“Saadya Gaon and His Works,” a panel 
with presentations from:
• Tamar Zewi of the University of Haifa, 

“IslamicVocabulary in the Samaritan 
Version of Saadya Gaon’s Translation 
of the Pentateuch”

• Doron Yaakov of The Hebrew 
University’s Herzog College , “The 
Yemenite Reading Tradition of Rav 
Saadia Gaon’s Tafsir – between 
Conservation and Innovation”

Thursday, Aug. 18
8:30-10 a.m., “Theology II,” a panel with 
presentations from:
• Daniel J. Lasker of Ben-Gurion 

University of the Negev, “What Did 
the Kings of the Khazars Know and 
When Did He Know It?

• Marzena Zawanowska of the University 
of Warsaw, “The Treatment of Biblical 
Anthropomorphisms in the Arabic 
Translations of Medieval Karaites”

• Dong Xiuyuan, Van Leer Institute, 
“Some Notes on the Buddhist 
Background of the Barahima in Kalam 
Literature”

10:30-noon (Kissam C210): 
“Interreligious Relations and Polemics,” 
a panel chaired by Daniel Lasker of Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev and the 
Center for the Study of Conversion with 
presentations from 
• Prof. Haggai Ben-Shammai of The 

Hebrew University, “The Intra-
Karaite Controversy on Intercalation: 
Tradition versus Science”

• Miriam Goldstein of The Hebrew 
University, “Toledot Yeshu in Judeo-
Arabic”

• Shimon Shtober of Bar-Ilan 
University, “Polemics and Homiletics: 
Anti-Christian Polemical Motifs in a 
Commentary to Deuteronomy”

Noon-1 p.m.:  Closing words from Dean 
Lauren Benton, College of Arts and 
Science, Vanderbilt University •

The Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Congregational news & events

@ The Temple @ Micah

Continued from page 1
has been to foster healthy collaboration.” 

Like her colleague, Rabbi Laurie 
Rice of Congregation Micah said she and 
her husband and co-Rabbi Flip Rice see 
the joint services and programming this 
month as the part of a continuing effort 
to build connections and collaboration 
between two congregations that, while 
distinct both geographically and spiri-
tually, nevertheless comprise “a single 
Reform community.” 

“This [collaboration] should not be 

unusual,” she said. “It’s clear that the 
leadership of the two congregations – 
both professional and lay – would like to 
do more together.

“I have come to know professional 
staff and many of the lay leaders at The 
Temple and they are delightful people. 
I think we have a distinct opportunity 
here to move the two congregations 
closer together.”

To that end, both Rabbi Rice and 
Rabbi Schiftan noted that Micah and 
The Temple are working together on 
another important project: a trip to Israel 
next winter for 10-12 interfaith couples 

Relationship

Rabbi Shapiro will present lecture series 
on Jewish wisdom 

Rabbi Rami Shapiro will present a lecture series this month at The Temple entitled 
“Judaism in Six Words: An introduction to the Heart of Jewish Wisdom.”

The sessions will be on three consecutive Wednesdays, Aug. 17, 24 and 31. Each 
begins at 7 p.m. 

Rabbi Shapiro is a Ph.D. and award winning author, poet, essayist, and educator.

Also in August
• Lunch with the Rabbi will hold a final summer session on Aug. 11 before resuming 

its regular schedule each Thursday beginning on Sept. 8. 

Congregation Micah welcomes 
new executive leadership

Celia Lerch has been appointed executive director of Congregation Micah.  
Lerch joined the Micah staff in January of 2015 as an administra-

tive staff member and was promoted to director of communications in 
December. She has managed the office at Micah, helped plan all major 
and minor events over the past year, and served as an assistant during 
religious school. 

Lerch hails from the Alabama Gulf Coast, attended Rhodes 
College in Memphis, and served as the youth and family life director 
at Temple Israel in Memphis. Married to Aaron Lerch, she comes from 
a family steeped in service to synagogue and Jewish communal life. 

“Chayyim Nachman Bialik once said ‘intuition antedates all creation,’” said Micah 
Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice. “We at Congregation Micah are blessed to have wonderful lay 
and professional leadership. Todd Evans has been a model of trust, and we anticipate 
great things from all the creative leadership and vison that Celia will provide.” 

Happening in August…
• Micah Children’s Academy will hold an open house from 6-8 p.m. Thursday, 

Aug. 11. 
• The Micah Women’s Circle will hold a casual gathering of lunch, learning, and con-

versation led by Rabbi Laurie Rice from noon-2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 19 at the home of 
Penny Entin. The event is free and open to all women. RSVP to Penny at pennyen-
tin@gmail.com to ensure a spot at the table. 

• A fundraiser – Bingo, BBQ, and Bluegrass – will be held on  Sunday, Aug. 21 to 
benefit Micah’s educational programming.  Check the Micah website at http://www.
congregationmicah.org/ or its Facebook page or Twitter account for details as the 
date approaches.

Representatives at Congregation Micah’s booth at the recent Nashville Pride! Festival 
at Public Square Park were Ali Friedman Zola (from left) Celia Lerch, Emily Davies, 
Piper Panzeri and Matthew Stafford. Those who dropped by the booth were greeted 
with Micah swag, treats, information, smiles, hugs – and dog love from Topo Gigio, 
adopted that morning by Zola from the Nashville Humane Association booth near 
Micah’s.    

Celia Lerch

aimed at deepening both their connec-
tion to Israel and their commitment to 
creating a Jewish home and family. The 
goal of the trip, which is being underwrit-
ten by the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee and will be led by 
Rabbis Schiftan and Rice, is for the cou-
ples to be “change agents and recruiters” 
among local interfaith couples. 

The joint Shabbat services this 
month will begin at 6 p.m on Aug. 12 at 
The Temple and on Aug. 19 at Micah. 
Each will be followed by a Shabbat meal 
and a learning session that will include 
viewing and discussing videotaped con-

versations with HUC-IJL scholars on the 
issue of God in Reform Judaism. For more 
information, contact The Temple office 
at (615) 352-7620 or the Micah office at 
(615) 377-9799. 

Originally the joint programming was 
to include only the HUC-IJL seminar. 

“But we decided the best collabora-
tive venture would be to have the clergy 
stand together on the bema and for the 
congregations to worship together,” said 
Rabbi Schiftan. “We want to make a 
statement to our members and the Jewish 
community as a whole about the impor-
tance of community.”  •

@ West End
BBS (Brisket, Bird and Salmon) cookout 
set for Aug. 21

The West End BBS (Brisket, Bird and Salmon) dinner will be on Aug. 21 in the 
synagogue social hall following the 6 p.m. minyan. 

The $12 fee includes brisket, chicken and salmon plus sides, drinks and dessert. 
Those who wish to attend should RSVP to office@westendsyn.org or call 615-269-

4592 ext. 12.

New group interested in handmade crafts 
will meet on Aug. 28  

A group interested in sharing their creative interests in handmade crafts will hold 
its first meeting from 10:30 a.m.-noon on Sunday, Aug. 28.  (Location TBD) Those 
interested are invited to bring new or ongoing projects – knitting, quilting, crocheting, 
needlepoint, cross-stitching. The event is open to the community. For more informa-
tion, call West End at 615-269-4592, ext. 11.

Women’s Torah group meeting each month  
Rabbi Joshua Kullock is leading a Women’s Torah group that meets at 11 a.m. the 

first Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. Those who would like more information can 
call the WES office at 615-269-4592, ext. 11

Tisha B’Av at WES
Saturday, Aug. 13
6:30 p.m.: Mincha
7 p.m.:  Se’udah Shlishit (3rd celebratory Shabbat meal)
7:40 p.m.: Study session (fast begins 7:39)
8:20 p.m.: Ma’ariv and reading the Scroll of Lamentations (Eikhah)

Sunday August 14
9 a.m.: Shacharit with kinot (neither tallit nor tefillin should be worn at this service)
1:30 p.m.: Mincha (tallit and tefillin can be worn here)
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Congregational news & events

@ Chabad

Among the first of the many children to walk through the Chabad Hebrew School 
after its founding in 2000 were Michael and Stephanie King. On June 24, they were on 
hand to celebrate as Chabad of Nashville dedicated the school to their grandparents, 
Bertram and Bernice King. The  couple, dear friends of Chabad, have both passed 
away in the past two years, and the family, led by their son Lloyd and his wife Laura, 
have decided to have the Hebrew school dedicated in their memory. Pictured here at 
the dedication ceremony of the Bertram and Beatrice King Chabad Hebrew School are 
family members along with Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther Tiechtel.

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
at www.jewishnashville.org

RRRRRReacch the EEnnnnttttiiirrreeee 
JJJewish Commmmmmmuuuunnnity

ooooooffffff Middle TTTeeennnnnneeeessee
We know thattt youuu will wwwwaannt to be 
included in tthhhisss issuee.  AAAddvvveertisers 

who contract aan 1/888 page aadd or larger
can contact us for inclussiioonn in articles 

ppertaining tttooo yyour bbusiness.

Publiicccaaaatttttiioonn DDaattee:: Septteeemmmbbber 1, 2016
AAAAddd DDDeeaaddddlliinneee:: AAugust 15, 2016

Advertise in the

Entertainment 
& Dining Out Issue 

SEPTEMBER 2016

Contact Carrie Mills
615.354.1699

or e-mail
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Congregation Beit Tefilah and Sherith Israel 
to hold joint Tisha B’Av memorial service

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad and Congregation Sherith Israel will hold a 
joint Tisha B’Av service at 9 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13 at CSI. Rabbis Saul Strosberg and 
Yitzchok Tiechtel will lead a candlelight reading of Eicha, the Book of Lamentations. 

Tisha B’Av (the ninth of Av) is a traditional fast day marking the end of a three-week 
mourning period associated with the destruction of the ancient temples and other catastrophic 
events in Jewish history. It begins at sundown on the eighth day of the month of Av. 

Beit Tefilah will have the Tisha B’Av Mincha Service and Torah reading at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 14. It will be followed by a light break fast after dark. More information 
is available at chabadnashville.com.

Online map of the Nashville Eruv-West 
is now interactive 

An Interactive map for the Bellevue area eruv can now be accessed on the Chabad 
of Nashville homepage at chabadnashville.com. 

The interactive tool allows users to zoom in on the exact boundaries of the eruv to 
help Jewish families searching for a new home. 

An eruv is a technical boundaries established to deal with issues arising from 
Jewish religious law that prohibits carrying anything on Shabbat – even a siddur – from 
a private (or enclosed) place into a public (or open) place or vice versa. It consists of a 
system of poles, wires and existing barriers such as hedges, buildings and walls that, for 
ritual purposes, turns what would otherwise be a large open area into an enclosed area, 
allowing individuals to push strollers, carry siddurs and other books and hold communal 
events to celebrate the Sabbath. 

Chabad established the eruv in 2015 in response to increasing inquiries from tradi-
tional families visiting Nashville or thinking about moving here. 

Chabad established the Nashville Eruv-West, the second in the city, in 2015 in 
response to increasing inquiries from traditional families visiting Nashville or thinking 
about moving here. It covers five square miles, an area bounded roughly by the Harpeth 
River on the west, Highway 70 on the north, Old Hickory Boulevard on the East and 
Highway 100 on the south. The Eruv and includes a large section of the Jewish commu-
nity in Nashville, with affordable housing for families of all income levels, and is close 
to the JCC, Akiva School and much of Jewish life in the Nashville.
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New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email: 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturday • NEW certified MTA access driver!
Extra riders going to the same destination will not need 

a voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.

West End Synagogue: Where children 
and Jewish education are our priority

Children at Beit Miriam learn to live Jewish lives, develop friendships that last a 
lifetime, graduate with confidence and become involved in Jewish life on the college 
campus and beyond.  This journey begins in the classroom at West End Synagogue.

Aside from the popular Shabbat GAGA (dodge ball) game in the courtyard, it is 
common to see WES children lead services, read Torah, engage in conversations about 
Israel and demonstrate Jewish values. 

Beit Miriam School @ WES educates children from 3 years of age through 11th 
grade, and many of our graduates stay on an extra year as madrichim (teacher aides). 
Our school teaches tradition, incorporates contemporary issues, provides a strong foun-
dation in Jewish literacy, engagement in mitzvah programs that care for our environ-
ment and community, and connects our students with seniors and friends from other 
congregations.  

Our “two day a week plus Shabbat program” integrates learning and living for stu-
dents in grades 2-7, while our high school students (grades 8-11) explore the diversity 
of Jewish life, Jewish texts, and the many faces of Israel on Sunday mornings.

For additional information. contact Sharon Paz, director of lifelong learning, at 
(615) 269-4592x17 or spaz@westendsyn.org 

Aging in Place Transition Services: 
The perfect partner

After the Saperstein family began moving their aging parents, the task soon became 
daunting. Aging in Place Transition Services (APS) came on board to complete the 
process. Sorting through five decades worth of belongings, we worked with the family as 
a team to manage the transition process. We coordinated with family members, movers, 
and estate sale managers to make it happen.

APS does so much more than just manage a project; we build relationships based 
on trust and a job well done. So when Mr. Saperstein needed to move again within his 
community, he called us. Referrals are our best testimony.

Here is what he had to say: “I recently used your company to move items in my 
house that had been accumulated over 49 years.  A lot of stuff …While our things went 
to several different locations, everything arrived on time, without damage, and in the 
right place. Thanks for your help.”

His daughter went on to say, “I was involved in the packing of my parents’ home 
and found your services excellent! The process would have been a much more challeng-
ing task without APS. You and your team did exactly what you said you were going to 
do … something not found in many businesses today. The team showed up on time and 
worked proficiently. The items sent to my home came unharmed and were unpacked as 
promised. If we ever have a need again, we would certainly engage you.”

More information about the company can be found at www.aginginplaceservices.net.

Live Well by Blakeford: A continuing 
care retirement community without walls

LiveWell by Blakeford, is the only continuing care retirement community “without 
walls” in Middle Tennessee.  LiveWell is for healthy, independent older adults who are 
passionate about living in their own homes for a lifetime.  LiveWell not only covers 
the cost of the long-term care services you may need, it also arranges them for you and 
provides the services in the privacy and comfort of your own home.

You have a lot of long-term care options to consider – long-term care insurance, 
assisted living, home care and nursing homes, to name a few.  Blakeford has taken fea-
tures of all these options and rolled them into one all-inclusive, high quality offering 
− LiveWell by Blakeford.  LiveWell can either replace long-term care insurance or can 
fill in significant gaps that exist with most long-term care insurance policies.  

As a member of LiveWell, all you do is make one phone call to get the help you 
need.  Upon joining the program, we immediately assign a personal care coordinator 
who will work with you to maintain your independence at home. Then, when you 
need help – whether it is a meal, transportation to a doctor’s appointment or assistance 
following a short hospital stay – your care coordinator will handle it.  The program 
covers a comprehensive list of services, and a move to assisted living or a nursing home 
if necessary.

The best way to learn more about LiveWell by Blakeford is to come to one of our 
introductory seminars.  For more information, contact us at (615) 665-0694 or live-
well@blakeford.com. 

Jewish Family Service: Aiding senior 
adults in all areas of life

Jewish Family Service provides many programs to aid senior adults in our community. 
Helping Hands serves Jewish senior adults who live alone or in assisted/nursing 

communities. It utilizes volunteers to provide services, which includes friendly visits, 
telephone reassurance, Shabbat services at local assisted living facilities, and a Passover 
seder for seniors. Musical Helping Hands matches trained professional musicians with 
people living with Alzheimer’s or forms of dementia for one-on-one visits in homes, 
assisted living communities or nursing homes.  

Jacob’s Ladder pairs volunteers with seniors who might need assistance replacing 
the batteries in their smoke detectors, changing light bulbs and setting clocks that are 
unreachable without a ladder. 

Continued on page 14
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Founded by Pillars of the Jewish Community: 
Dr. David Barton, Mrs. Lynn Barton, Dr. John M. Flexner & Many Others

Tennessee’s Only Jewish-Accredited Hospice
Accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice

More Reasons to Put Faith in Alive Hospice:
• A Pioneer (founded in 1975 – the 3rd-oldest hospice organization in the nation)

• Hospice-Certi�ed Staff Providing Exceptional, 24/7 Care for Adults & Pediatric Patients

• Comprehensive Grief Support for Adults & Children 

• Education via the Alive Institute for Outreach, Innovation & Advocacy 

• Provides More Mission-Focused Charity Than Any Other Hospice in Tennessee

“Alive Hospice is people caring 
about people physically, 
emotionally and spiritually, 
helping all live life to the fullest.”

– Anna-Gene O’Neal,  
President & CEO of Alive Hospice

With Grateful Appreciation
Alive Hospice thanks the Jewish Federation & Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee for grant funding making it possible to become accredited as a Jewish Hospice. 
Because of your support, Alive Hospice can ensure that Jewish patients receive care that honors 
their values, traditions, and goals of care.

Alive Hospice’s Mission: 
We provide loving care to people with life-threatening illnesses, support to their families and service to the community in a spirit of enriching lives.

Not every hospice is Alive Hospice. Choose Alive Hospice.
615.327.1085  |  AliveHospice.org  |  A 501(c)(3) charitable nonpro�t 

: facebook.com/alivehospice  : twitter.com/AliveHospice
: linkedin.com/company/alive-hospice  : youtube.com/alivehospice

Pictured: Alive Hospice President & CEO 
Anna-Gene O’Neal and Founders Dr. David 
Barton and Lynn Barton 
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Discover 
®

The Heritage at Brentwood’s villas and apartment-style residences 
are nestled into 48 beautiful acres overlooking wooded hills.
Porches, winding sidewalks, established trees – think of it as
senior living, neighborhood-style.

What else makes The Heritage so special? We give you choice, 
fl exibility, independence – and we’re the only true LifeCare®

community in middle Tennessee. That’s a secret worth sharing.

THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN BRENTWOOD.

Join us for a cup of coffee and tour our beautiful clubhouse!
Call 615.200.9002 to schedule an appointment.

900 Heritage Way • Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 • www.TheHeritageLCS.com
701444

T R A N S I T I O N S E R V I C E S

Redefining Living Solutions for Aging

• Aging in Place Design and Planning Services
• Move Management and Relocation Assistance

• Downsizing, Packing and Sorting Services
• Estate Sale and Donation Coordination

• After the Move Support

www.aginginplaceservices.net
615.330.9918   Sara Beth Warne   sbwarne@aginginplaceservices.net

Do you have a 
couple of hours 
per month 
to spare? 
Here are 2 ways to 
perform a mitzvah and 
help Jewish senior adults 
in our community stay 
healthy, independent, 
and connected!

Shabbat Services: 
The Helping Hands Program 
also trains volunteers to lead 
Shabbat services at area  
assisted living facilities. This 
activity is great for families  
or volunteers of all ages.

Friendly Visiting: 
The Helping Hands Program 
supports senior adults in the 
Nashville Jewish community  
by matching them with trained 
volunteers for one-on-one 
friendly visiting. 

If you’d like to learn more about 
volunteering, or if you are a 
senior who would like to be 
matched with a volunteer, 
please call 
ANNA SIR
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
615-354-1686
helpinghands@jfsnashville.org

Continued from page 12
JFS also provides information and referral services in which social workers help 

individuals identify services that are available in the community. Social workers may 
facilitate the access to these services when necessary. The most common request for 
seniors is evaluating different living options – aging in place, independent/assisted 
living.  JFS provides an ongoing caregiver support group that meets on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month at noon at the Gordon JCC.

 The Low-vision Aid Program, in partnership with B’nai Brith, serves seniors who 
find it difficult to engage in basic daily activities such as cooking, locating appropriate 
clothing, continuing hobbies, or reading the newspaper due to vision difficulties. 

JFS also provides counseling – professional assessment and treatment for individ-
uals, couples, families, and groups of all ages.  A sliding fee scale is available for those 
unable to pay full fee, ensuring access to mental health for all. 

The JFS Senior Directory is a comprehensive, large-print directory of all programs, 
services and activities available to the Jewish Senior community.  Printed copies of 
the directory may be found at the Gordon Jewish Community Center, synagogues and 
online at http://jfsnashville.org/senior-directory/. 

If you have questions or would like to learn more about any of the programs listed, 
call JFS at (615) 356-4234.

Robins Insurance: Multiple solutions 
and personalized service

Robins Insurance Agency is ready to meet all your personal and business insurance 
needs.  By representing the some of the best insurance providers, we are able to offer 
multiple solutions for any of your insurance needs with personalized and attentive service.

We represent several companies that specialize in the senior market, including very 
competitive premiums and accident forgiveness that help keep your rates reasonable.

Marsha Ross Jaffa, CIC, LUTCF, has been a part of Robins Insurance for more than 
30 years and has been active in our community all that time.  Marsha is past president 
of West End Synagogue Sisterhood and Hadassah and serves on many community 
committees as well.  

Whether is it auto, home, Medicare supplements or medical insurance, Marsha 
can serve you well.  Please contact mjaffa@robinsins.com or call us at (615) 665-9200.

EHT: Boost your brain power
Can’t find your keys? Have trouble focusing? Need caffeine at 3 p.m.? Your brain is 

a powerful engine that fuels your whole body. As we age, the strength of connections 
between neurons in the brain can weaken, causing memory loss and diminished mental 
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Medicare Supplement

(Med Supp/Medigap)

Long Term 
Health Care Costs

What’s Your Plan?

 Did you know 
you can switch 
your Med Supp 
carrier to save 

premium dollars?

No obligation policy reviews
To learn more about my services, 
please read corresponding article 

in this section.

David B. Jacobs
Independent, Licensed Insurance Agent
Medicare Supplement / Long Term Health Care Insurance Specialist
615-218-7500
djacobs@ltcga.com

ACLF License 59   © 2016 Belmont Village, L.P.

615-279-9100 • belmontvillage.com

�e C�munity Built f� Li�.®

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro

Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care

Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services 

Winner of the Argentum 2016 Best of the Best and George Mason University Healthcare
Awards for the Circle of Friends© memory program for Mild Cognitive Impairment.

G R E E N  H I L L S

As the years 
slip by...don’t 
let your 
personal 
finances slip 
by too.

alertness. Defend your brain against the effects of aging with Nerium International’s 
nature-based supplement, EHT. 

EHT Age-Defying Supplement strengthens neuronal connections, leading to 
improved memory, mental acuity, and focus. Most brain health supplements contain 
ingredients available through diet and a daily multivitamin, but EHT goes much 
further. The EHT extract is a novel discovery with a unique mechanism of action: it 
protects and supports Tau protein in the brain, the protein now known to be associated 
with Alzheimer’s disease. EHT is patented and is not found in any other product.

Princeton University Professor Dr. Jeffry Stock discovered the EHT molecule in 
green coffee beans, through research funded in part by the Michael J. Fox Foundation, 
Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation and National Institutes of Health. The posi-
tive health benefits of EHT have been published in several peer-reviewed neuroscience 
journals, including Neurobiology of Aging and Neurotherapeutics. 

EHT is a BSCG (Banned Substance Control Group) Certified Drug Free 
Supplement, making it appropriate for use by professional athletes at risk for head trau-
ma. BSCG certification provides unparalleled protection against drug contamination 
and quality concerns. 

For a risk-free 30 day trial of EHT, contact Nerium independent distributor Lisa 
O’Neill-Sullivan. (615) 500-7387 or email Lonvet@bellsouth.net.

Belmont Village Senior Living: 
An ideal option for couples

Belmont Village Green Hills is a leading provider of assisted living and memory care, 
offering research-based programs for mind and body to serve a range of health care needs 
and cognitive abilities. The community’s high standard of care and adaptable, therapeutic 
approach to daily activities make it an ideal solution for couples with varying needs.

It’s not uncommon for married couples who have been together for decades to face 
separation in their later years because one needs more support than the other. When 
one partner becomes a caregiver,  it only adds to the stress, making time together 
difficult and time apart worrisome. Belmont Village provides appropriate support for 
each partner’s needs with healthcare, therapy, lifestyle and daily living options so that 
both can comfortably interact with others while maintaining their mental and physical 
fitness, nutrition, spirituality and creativity.  

Belmont Village residents enjoy chef-prepared meals, transportation, and a daily 
calendar of fitness and social activities. A licensed nurse is on-site 24/7, and physical, 
occupational and speech therapies are available. Enrichment programs include MBA 
Club for active residents, Circle of Friends program for mild to moderate memory loss, 
and Person-Centered Living for residents with Alzheimer’s disease. Circle of Friends 
was recognized in 2011 with a Healthcare Quality Improvement award from George 
Mason University and in 2016 as Best of the Best in Memory Care by Argentum, the 
largest national association of senior living providers.  

To learn more, call (615) 279-9100 or visit belmontvillage.com.  

Keisha Carter: Caring for individuals 
is her passion 

Providing personal and private individual care anyplace one calls home is my 
passion.

Born in the Caribbean islands, I have Nashville since I was a pre-teen. I devel-
oped a passion of caring and service to others in high school through church, Temple 
Bethyal, a seventh day Sabbath observer. I found myself gravitating to the older mem-
bers, not only building substantial relationships but also offering my help when needed 
in their homes. I believe, in part, my passion is due to my Caribbean heritage. In the 

Continued on page 16
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Continued from page 15
islands, it’s customary to offer assistance to elder neighbors. It wasn’t until I was in 
college, on a full academic scholarship in electrical engineering, that I realized the joy 
working with the elderly brought me. It was at this time I decided to align my passion 
with my career.

I have worked in the healthcare field for over 18 years as a caregiver, certified nurse 
assistant and hemodialysis technician. I specialize in caring for the elderly with various 
health needs such as dementia, Alzheimer’s, ALS, cancer, Parkinson and paraplegia. I 
offer assistance with life activities such as personal hygiene, meal preparation accord-
ing to diet, medication reminders, transportation to doctor’s appointments, errands or 
community events, as well as offering mind stimulating games, such as puzzles, laundry, 
light housekeeping and companionship.

I am honored to be offered the opportunity to care for your loved ones with loving 
hands and a warm heart. For a complimentary shift, please contact me at (615) 290-
8148 or kay.CaringHearts@gmail.com

Shalom Taxi: Helping seniors get 
around town

Shalom Taxi is a program funded by the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee that provides personalized Monday-through-Saturday taxi service 
for seniors.  Anyone who is at least 65 years old and a member of either the Jewish 
community or the Gordon Jewish Community Center is eligible. 

After registering for the program, seniors can purchase up to 10 $5-vouchers per 
month, each of which is good for a ride of up to 10 miles or one hour of service within 
a 10 mile radius. All you have to do is call the certified driver, Micahel Kaiser, who 
has delivered many happy customers to their destinations. Extra riders cost $1 if they 
are going to the same destination as the voucher rider. Shalom Taxi does not include 
airport trips. 

For information about how to enroll in the program and purchase vouchers, con-
tact Carrie Mills at (615) 354-1699 or carrie@jewishnashville.org.

The Heritage at Brentwood: Flexibility,
independence and a healthier lifestyle 

At The Heritage at Brentwood, you can savor the privacy of living in your own 
beautiful residence while indulging in a vast array of services and amenities. We offer a 
variety of 20 different floor plans, including apartment-style residences, spacious villas 
and garden villas – exclusive to the area – on a meticulously planned 48-acre campus 
with views of rolling countryside and rich woodlands. In addition to your private 
residence at The Heritage, you can enjoy a fresh approach to senior living filled with 
choice, flexibility and independence. Become a part of a creative community with 
healthy living activities that focuses on HealthyLife Services, which includes a combi-
nation of active life events, exercise, nutrition and well being. 

A good value is important. Value extends beyond just price into a happier, healthier life-
style. We provide maintenance-free living so you no longer have to worry about the upkeep of 
your home and everything else that comes with it. Add to it LifeCare, and you and your family 
gain peace of mind, security for the future and you have more time to enjoy life.

One of the distinct advantages of living at The Heritage is our ability to deliver a 
full continuum of quality, long-term health services, within the comfort of a familiar 
setting. For health care at The Heritage, you’ll experience a significant savings when 
compared to other types of senior living communities. That’s the LifeCare advantage. 

Elder Law: Helping you respond to 
life’s challenges with confidence

Aging, disability and chronic illness raise tough questions for families. Elder Law 
Practice of Timothy L. Takacs, PLLC has the answers.

At Elder Law Practice, we have spent 25 years helping families respond with con-
fidence to the challenges presented by long life, illness and disability. 

Founder Timothy L. Takacs, CELA, one of the most respected elder law attorneys 
in the nation, and attorney Barbara Boone McGinnis, a former registered nurse and 
gerontological nurse practitioner, lead an interdisciplinary team of care coordinators, 
public benefits specialists and other professionals who work together to maximize qual-
ity of life and independence for elders, and create welcome peace of mind for families. 

As a life care planning law firm, Elder Law Practice offers a comprehensive solution 
for financial, legal and personal care throughout the long-term care journey. We use a 
model called the Elder Care Continuum to help families understand the natural pro-
gression of aging and its impact on a loved one’s health, mobility, housing and financial 
resources. Whether you are dealing with your own long-term illness or disability or that 
of a spouse or loved one, or you are concerned about parents or other elderly relatives, 
Elder Law Practice of Timothy L. Takacs, PLLC can help. Our skilled, experienced and 
compassionate professionals will help protect your and your loved one’s financial rights, 
legal rights, eligibility for public benefits, and quality of life—now and in the future. 

Contact us at (615) 824-2571 or www.tn-elderlaw.com to schedule a consultation.
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David B. Jacobs: Helping seniors find 
Medicare supplemental and long term 
health care insurance

As an independent agent, I will work to find you the best coverage to meet your 
needs at the lowest possible premium, regardless of the type of coverage.

What is Medicare supplement insurance? (Medigap/ MedSupp)?
This coverage helps pay some of the health care costs that original Medicare does 

not cover, like copayments, coinsurance, and deductibles. If you are approaching age 
65, now is the time to learn about Medigap. If you already have a Medigap plan, I do 
policy reviews at no obligation to determine whether you can save on your premium.  

What is long term health care insurance?
This insurance provides the resources to pay for the services you need when you 

can no longer care for yourself, either in an assisted living facility, nursing home, or 
in your home. It is essential to plan ahead before a change in your health makes you 
uninsurable.

My job is to help you determine whether long term health care insurance is appro-
priate, what carrier is best, and its affordability. 

Let’s talk. It would be my pleasure to serve you. I will listen to your concerns, 
answer your questions, compare coverage from several carriers, and educate you as to 
your options. You decide.

I am an independent, licensed local insurance agent, field underwriter and special-
ist in Medicare supplements and long term health care insurance policy reviews with 
no obligation. Contact me for a policy review (with no obligation) at (615) 218-7500 
or djacobs@ltcga.com.  

Abe’s Garden: Elevating care for 
those with Alzheimer’s 

Abe’s Garden Alzheimer’s and Memory Care Center of Excellence is the first 
memory care campus offering a lifestyle focused on providing and elevating the quality 
of care for those with Alzheimer’s disease. The organization is developing best practices 
for dementia care through its collaboration with Vanderbilt Center for Quality Aging, 
demonstrating these care practices and serving as a site for research and teaching.

Our management team, care partners and other staff members take the time to 
understand who our residents were before the onset of their disease; and through 
focused and personalized daily engagement, nurture residents’ current skills, interests 
and preferences to reduce the behavioral expressions and social detachment character-
istic of dementia. Physical, cognitive and social wellbeing are maintained and devel-
oped through engagement opportunities including harvesting herbs and vegetables, 
circuit training, flower arranging, golf and book club-initiatives which support self-ex-
pression and interaction with others.

Abe’s Garden has 40 residential suites, 38 are private suites and two are shared 
suites. Abe’s Garden also offers three-day and five-day memberships to The Club at 
Abe’s Garden which provides day, evening, and respite care (pending availability). The 
Abe’s Garden campus is also home to Park Manor Senior Lifestyle Community which 
has a rich history of providing independent living, assisted Living, and personal support 
services on a park-like campus in the Belle Meade/Green Hills area. 

For more information or a private tour, please contact Judy Given at (615)733.2682 
or jgiven@abesgarden.org.

Alive Hospice: Roots deep in 
Nashville’s Jewish community

Alive Hospice has a long history with Nashville’s Jewish community. In fact, Alive 
Hospice wouldn’t exist today had it not been for the work of several pillars of the Jewish 
community, including Dr. David Barton, Mrs. Lynn Barton, Dr. John M. Flexner, Rabbi 
Randall Falk and many others.

Alive Hospice has the distinction of being the first and only hospice organization 
in Tennessee to be accredited by the National Institute for Jewish Hospice. Earning 
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accreditation by the NIJH in 2015, Alive Hospice has worked to ensure that Jewish 
values and traditions are honored by each staff member involved in providing care for 
terminally ill patients and their families. Alive Hospice is one of only 55 hospice pro-
grams nationwide to be accredited by the NIJH.

For 41 years, Alive Hospice has served Middle Tennessee with patient- and fami-
ly-centered care for all who need it, regardless of ability to pay. Alive Hospice’s teams 
of physicians, nurses, social workers, chaplains (interfaith spiritual counselors) and vol-
unteers offer the most comprehensive care for terminally ill patients and their families 
in the region. Alive Hospice’s services also include grief support for adults and children 
and education through the Alive Institute, Alive Hospice’s Center for Outreach, 
Innovation and Advocacy.

As a charitable nonprofit, Alive Hospice provides more charity care – nearly $1 
million – than any other hospice in Tennessee. Therefore, Alive Hospice must raise the 
funds to make this possible on an annual basis and welcomes donations. 

For more information about Alive Hospice, call (615) 327-1085 or visit 
AliveHospice.org.

Family Staff Solutions: Helping seniors 
stay independent, at home and in charge

At Family Staffing Solutions, we mean it when we say “personal care assistance at 
its best.” Our staff is dedicated to giving you choices so you can stay independent, at 
home and in charge.  We have more real experience with families in this community 
than any other local or statewide company. We have staffed more than 3.3 million 
hours of personal care since 1999. 

Your family has options. It is our mission to help you find the most joy each day 
with professional personal care assistance.  We know you love your home and your 
independence and that is why we provide services based on a model of  relationship 
and satisfaction of care.  We visit our clients and talk to the adult children frequently 
and offer our families  a client satisfaction survey.  

One of the things we love about caring for our “grown older” friends is enjoying 
the knowledge they share and their vision of aging.  Clients are encouraged to share 
tips and ideas on how we can continue improve our care and exceed their expectations.

Aging is a gift. Our clients, just like you and your family, hold a level of experience 
and life skills to be admired and respected. Our company can help you maintain that 
sense of empowerment and value.     

The next time you sit beside someone who is from this generation of remarkable 
people, you might just be sitting in the presence of greatness. They are special and we 
are blessed by their love of community and family.

 Peace of mind is priceless in the personal care assistance business. We would 
love to help you or your family member celebrate staying independent and at home. 
Call us today for a complimentary “get acquainted” visit. •
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Discussion of Jewish Nashville’s history at 
GJCC followed by bus tour of historic sites

By JEAN ROSEMAN

N
ashville today is a com-
fortable fit for most Jews, 
but what was it 60, 70, 80 
years ago – especially for a 
Jewish child?  

That was the topic of a recent panel 
discussion attended by more than 30 
people at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center featuring nonagenarian Frank 
Schwartz, octogenarian Perry Moskovitz, 
and Jewish ancestry expert Dr. Grif 
Haber. After the discussion, the group 
boarded a bus and took a tour of buildings 
and sites that were part of Nashville’s 
Jewish history.

The June 26 event was organized by 
Alex Leff, director of adult programming 
at the GJCC.

When Schwartz, Moskovitz and 
Haber were youngsters, the Jewish com-
munity was about half the size it is now. Gil 
Fox volunteered from the audience that 
the Jewish community tended to marry 
within itself, occasioning the oft-quoted 
warning, “Be careful what you say about 
someone. You may be talking to his cous-
in.” What’s more, you might have been 
talking to a double-first cousin, which also 
happened frequently back then.

Schwartz and Haber had ancestors 

who served on the Confederate side 
during the Civil War. Generations later 
their families are still in Nashville. 
Moskovitz’s parents immigrated from 
Poland and Hungary in the early 1900s 
and established a dry goods store.

Most Jewish families lived along 
the West End corridor. Others like the 
Moskovitz family, had stores in various 
neighborhoods and lived in those neigh-
borhoods. 

The synagogues were all downtown. 
Schwartz belonged to the nine-domed 

Byzantine-like Vine Street Temple, 
which stood imposingly where the 
entrance to the downtown library garage 
is now. Nashvillians often referred to the 
unique building as the “Hebrew church”.

Schwartz, who did not have a bar 
mitzvah ceremony, said he remembers well 
the remarkable Rabbi Julius Mark, who 
became the Jewish chaplain for the Pacific 
fleet where Schwartz met him again when 
both served during World War II.  

Moskovitz belonged to the Fifth 
Avenue Synagogue, a sturdy brick build-

ing which stood to the left of the Ryman 
Auditorium.  He recalled riding the bus 
from his Hermitage Avenue home to 
religious school for his bar mitzvah train-
ing. He also remembered fans seeking the 
Ryman wandering in to the Fifth avenue 
synagogue on a Shabbat and thinking 
it the strangest country music they had 
ever heard. 

Haber’s family belonged to The 
Temple. Like so many others of that era, 
he did not have a bar mitzvah ceremony 
as a youth but did later when he was in 
his 1950s. He recalled Rabbi Randall 
Falk’s courageous and assertive leadership 
in the civil rights movement and social 
issues of the 1960s.

Their memories were different but 
considered together revealed a stable, suffi-
cient, and generally secure Jewish commu-
nity where a child could grow and prosper.

In 1960, at the height of the integra-
tion struggle, Rabbi Randall Falk came to 
lead The Temple for the next 26 years.  
Haber remembers what assertive leader-
ship in civil rights and social issues Rabbi 
Falk gave the Nashville community.

Their memories were different but 
considered together revealed a stable, 
sufficient, and generally secure Jewish 
community where a child could grow and 
prosper. •

Frank Schwartz (from left), Perry Moskovitz Moskowitz and Grif Haber discuss what 
Jewish Nashville was like when they were kids and young adults. At the far left is Jean 
Roseman, who led a bus tour of some historic Jewish sights following the discussion. 
(PHOTO BY FRAN BRUMLIK)

Life in Israel

By LIBBY WERTHAN 

A
ll of us have seen pic-
tures of people in war-
torn countries and have 
wondered how they 
manage to survive. 
Israel is not a war-torn 

country, but it has been 
a war-intimidated and a 
war-abused country. 

In our 25  years 
there we lived through 
many and varied wars. 
The longest and most 
frightening was the 
Gulf War in the early 
1990s. For 43 days we 
existed under the threat of annihilation. 

After all the preparations were made 
– gas masks, safe rooms and the like – we 
all waited for the next attack. But life 
goes on, people have babies, get married, 
go to work, go to school, eat. Not only 
did our houses have safe rooms, but so 
did schools, hospitals, offices, groceries. 
Even our favorite restaurants had plastic 
covered windows.

Gas mask kits with shoulder straps 
went with us everywhere.Weddings and 
family events were moved to daylight 

hours – the missiles almost always came 
at night. Women began covering their 
kits in gift wrap paper to match their out-
fits. People took showers in the morning. 
Parents explained to small children that 
they would be playing a game like hide 
and seek, except now whenever the siren 
sounded they had to put on their masks 
and run to the safe room fast as they 
could. The first one there got a prize. 

There were four units in our build-
ing and because attacks almost always 
came on Friday nights, we frequently 
had Shabbat dinner together. We cre-
ated a pool. Everyone put in a sheckel 
and chose a time. The one closest 
to the time of the siren won the pot 
(after Shabbat). We were living under 
extreme pressure and doing whatever 
we could do to relieve that pressure. 
Comedy shows sprang up that poked 
fun at the situation.

What struck me most was the way 
the whole country pulled together. 
Israel is divided politically, socially 
and religiously. But during those 43 
days, all lines of division disappeared. 
Black-hatted Orthodox men and 
mini-skirted girls working together was 
a sight to behold.

One conflict followed another as did 

In response to violence, Israelis find a way to cope – and remain happy

Libby 
Werthan

the responses that had to be developed. 
With the Gulf War, American pitched 
in with the Patriot batteries to intercept 
incoming  missiles. That led to Israel 
developing the Iron Dome for protection 
from missiles coming from Hamas. 

With the era of the suicide bomb-
ers, new methods had to be created. 
Restaurants and buses were being tar-
geted. A bomb on a bus is a devastating 
disaster. Everyone is killed from the com-
pression. The most courageous thing I 
ever saw was people boarding  buses the 
day after a bus bombing. 

One evening I went down to our 
kitchen for a glass of water before bed. It 
was summer and the kitchen window was 
open. (Summer nights in Jerusalem are 
cool.) Suddenly, there was a blast so loud 
and so strong that I was thrown back. 
Then complete silence. I ran upstairs to 
our terrace and could see people running 
down the street. The the air was filled 
with the sound of sirens.  

A bomber had tried to enter a pop-
ular coffee shop and had been turned 
away. At that moment a prominent doc-
tor and his daughter also were going in. 
The doctor, a well-known trauma expert, 
had just returned from speaking in New 
York. He and his daughter, who was get-
ting married the next day, were having 
a last father-daughter date. They were 
instantly killed. Friends of ours had to 
go to the airport to meet guests coming 
from London to tell them they were not 
going to a wedding but a double funeral. 
So then we had guards on buses and at 
the entrances of public places. 

Up to that point, our borders were 

pretty porous. So a wall was built and 
checkpoints set up and the suicide bomb-
ings stopped.

Then Hamas began tunneling into 
the country. Building elaborate tunnels 
with cement provided by Israel and 
meant to rebuild homes and businesses in 
Gaza. Now Israel is developing systems 
that reveal the tunnels.

We left Israel before the recent stab-
bings began. They are more difficult 
because a knife can be purchased any-
where. But Israel will find a way.

What I have described happens 
periodically with long quiet times in 
between. How does one manage during 
the troubled times? You learn to be cau-
tious and observant. You value your life 
and your relationships in a different way. 
Your self confidence grows. You learn 
that problems can be solved and life can 
be good. You become more committed to 
life, to enjoying living, to being creative, 
to making a difference. 

Kids play in the parks unsupervised. 
I can walk home from a friend’s house at 
midnight and not look over my shoul-
der. Our threats come from without not 
within.

Every year a survey comes out rank-
ing the happiest nations of the world. 
This year Israel ranks number 11, higher 
than the United States. 

Go figure!•

Libby Werthan and her husband, Moshe, 
lived in Israel for 25 years before returning in 
2014 to their native Nashville. “Life in Israel” 
is a regular column about what it was like 
living in the Jewish homeland.

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
at www.jewishnashville.org
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“Simplified”
By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Manageable “Simplified” • Solution on page 21

Down
1. Uzi ammo unit
2. Genre of Joe Trohman’s “Fall Out Boy”
3. Marina ___ Rey, Bronx home of 

many a Jewish wedding
4. ___-European (Yiddish’s language 

family
5. Jewish addition, sometimes
6. Feel like Anthony Wiener after his 

scandal(s)
7. Footwear brand or Tel Aviv hotel
8. Greek false god with wings
9. Holy Land market
10. Alternative speed letters in Israel
11. State where Chalav Yisroel gets 

shipped in
12. 1997 Bruckheimer movie with 

Nicolas Cage
13. Brand for Eilat
18. Shabbat prayer
19. Request
23. Temple assignments for the priests
24. “But...”, b’ivrit
25. One too many for Solomon
27. Spielberg title character
31. “The world is ___ without you, dear” 

(Bob Dylan)
32. “The ___ Incident”, classic novel 

and film
33. Bow
38. When one gets shekels
40. Fleischer and Melber
42. Make like Yael to Sisera
43. Number of times Elijah split the 

Jordan
44. “Don’t ___ me up!”
46. Suggests (like many biblical verses, 

on a deeper level)
48. Said “Mah Nishtana”, e.g.
50. Many get it when arriving in Israel
51. What some might do after a tense 

Bnei Yehuda soccer game
52. 68-Down did this to young Samuel
53. General item in a Rothschild will
54. Possible format of pics on The 

Jerusalem Post website
61. Office of interest for Bernie Sanders
63. Life story of Moses, e.g.
65. Some kosher colas
66. Like one who might be prayed for
67. Russian space station (meaning 

“Shalom”)
68. See 52-Down
69. Randy Grossman and Rob 

Gronkowski: Abrr.

Across
1. Israel spends a lot of time in it?
6. Emanuel of Chicago
10. Apples many Jews dont use on Rosh 

Hashana?
14. Alter, as talmudic text
15. Layer that gave David’s eyes their 

beautiful color
16. Fall (down for a Shabbat nap)
17. Simplified political ticket for a Labor 

leader and a Kach leader?
20. Tulsa based school without a Hillel 

or Chabad
21. Prophet after Joel
22. Oil can letters (but not for 

Hanukkah)
23. Some make it from citrons
26. ___air
28. Kosher venison hard to come by
29. Sacrificial animal
30. Simplified sefer by a Chief Rabbi of 

Israel and “Shulchan Aruch” scribe?
34. “Roseanne” star
35. One way to “send” a paper to Israel
36. Possible weight of Goliath
37. Some go without it Shavuot night
39. David Silver’s org.
41. Seed a kibbutz field again
45. Level Kinsler played in before the 

Majors
47. Central Israel moshav
49. Volcano across the Mediterranean 

from Israel
50. Simplified comedy bill for one silly 

and one angry legend?
55. File extension on a Dell
56. Rosters Ryan Braun and Ike Davis 

try to avoid: Abbr.
57. Hit the slopes at Hermon
58. Uninvited sukkah guest
59. Article in hip-hop titles
60. Bots in Bay’s “Transformers”
62. Bots in Bay’s “Transformers”
64. Simplified marquee for “Fish in the 

Dark” and “Glengarry Glen Ross” 
scribes?

70. Guinness in “Kafka”
71. Encyclopaedia Judaica list ender
72. Like Kerri Strug
73. Exams some might take before Bar 

Ilan
74. Make like Esau, regarding his birth-

right
75. European city with the largest Jewish 

population
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and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org
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and click on “Calendar.”
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Real Estate
Tel-Aviv Apartment Available 
for Short-term Rental
Hotels are notoriously expensive 
and offer few amenities. Instead, 
consider staying in a beautifully 
renovated 3-bedroom, 1.5 bath-
room, fully furnished apartment 
in the heart of Tel-Aviv.
• Air-conditioned, full eat-in 

kitchen
• Fabulous location – walking 

distance to Rabin Square, Basil Street Park HaYarkon and the beach
• Minutes from popular eateries
• Apartment equipped with laundry, TV, internet
• Lots of natural light with big windows in a quiet and safe neighborhood
For more information contact: Ur Barzel – 615.613.3184

How Elie Wiesel inspired the movement to free Soviet Jewry 
By GLENN RICHTER

(JTA) — On my bookshelves there 
are two rows of volumes on the Soviet 
Jewry movement. Squeezed in among the 
tomes is a small, well-worn paperback 
with pages no longer attached to the 
spine: The Jews of Silence by Elie Wiesel, 
the Holocaust survivor, writer and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner who died last month 
at the age of 87 after a lifetime serving as 
the conscience of the world. 

This slim volume is a bridge. With it, 
Wiesel’s focus moved from the screams of 
the six million Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust to the millions who were alive 
but living under oppression in the USSR. 
Wiesel ends The Jews of Silence thus: 
“What torments me most is not the Jews 
of silence I met in Russia, but the silence 
of the Jews I live among today.” 

With Jews from the former Soviet 
Union and their descendants accounting 
for one of every seven Israelis and hun-
dreds of thousands more residents in the 
United States and the West, it’s difficult 
to remember how ignorant American 
Jews were — or willed themselves to 
be — about the quarter of world Jewry 
locked in the Soviet Union when The 
Jews of Silence was published.

For my contemporaries in high schools 
and universities in the 1960s, Wiesel’s cri 
de cœur was the first of three shocks that 
would galvanize our nascent public student 
Soviet Jewry movement into a tidal wave 
of action. Not yet the icon he later became, 
Wiesel reinforced his written, searing recol-

lection of his visit with Jews in the USSR 
in talks to members of our organization, 
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry. Our 
founder, Jacob Birnbaum, a refugee from 
Nazi Germany, connected immediately to 
Wiesel as did the students, some of us chil-
dren of Holocaust survivors or veterans of 
the American civil rights movement.

A year after The Jews of Silence  was 
published, the Six-Day War propelled 
us into a deep-rooted connection with 
Israel and our own Jewish identities. And 

a year after that, Arthur Morse’s While Six 
Million Died exposed the relative silence 
of our parents’ generation during the 
Shoah. We vowed that this generation 
would not be guilty of the same sin.

Elie Wiesel was our moral compass. 
In between our numerous demonstrations 
at the Soviet U.N. Mission, SSSJ pro-
duced a stark white-on-black lapel but-
ton challenging the Jewish community:  
“Are We ‘The Jews Of Silence’?”

It took years, but eventually the 
Jewish establishment put its considerable 
muscle behind the Free Soviet Jewry 
movement. Wiesel was a featured speaker 
at large rallies and utilized his growing 
moral authority to press for the liberation 
of Russian Jews.

In 1986, 21 years after his first visit, 
he returned to the USSR. Despite Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s lockdown on immigration 
to Israel that year, Wiesel witnessed the 
miraculous rebirth of Jewish self-identi-
fication among refuseniks and thousands 
of ordinary young Jews who flocked to 
Moscow’s Arkipova Street Synagogue 
on Simchat Torah. In When They Come 
For Us We’ll Be Gone, Gal Beckerman 
recounts that Wiesel told the congre-
gation inside, “Not a day passes when I 
don’t talk of you, dream of you, sing of 
you, pray for you. You give us so much 
hope throughout the world. We owe you 
a thousand times more than you owe us.”

Soviet Jews responded in kind. 
Former Prisoner of Zion Alexander 
Paritsky recalled, “In the hardest and 
most critical period of my struggle for 
freedom in a Siberian labor camp, I always 
remembered the great Elie Wiesel.”

Former refusenik Dan Roginsky: “For 
we who were fighting for exodus from the 
Soviet Union, Elie Wiesel was an example 
of a Jew who never gave up in his struggle 
for tikkun olam (repairing the world) and 
for the future of the Jewish People.”

Dina Beilina, a leading Moscow 
refusenik: “Elie was [a] soldier. All his life 
he fought, in the beginning, alone. But 
he believed in his mission and became 
a symbol of Jewish resistance to Nazism 
and a symbol of our victory over evil.”

 “Elie was a major source of inspira-
tion for the refuseniks,” summarized Enid 
Wurtman, an American Soviet Jewry 
movement leader who was inspired by 
the refuseniks to make aliyah to Israel to 
continue her work from Jerusalem. “He 
taught them about the Shoah, strength-
ened their Jewish identity, made them 
assertive Jews fighting against all odds 
to be free, fighting for their right to emi-
grate to Israel.”

Absolutely nothing can bring back the 
Six Million. Yet when three million of our 
brothers and sisters in the Soviet Union 
were threatened with spiritual annihila-
tion, postwar Jewry finally stepped forward, 
their march begun, as Natan Sharansky 
often recalls, by “students and housewives,” 
inspired by Elie Wiesel.

“Yehi zichro mevorach” – may his 
memory be for us a blessing. •

Glenn Richter is the former national 
coordinator of the Student Struggle for Soviet 
Jewry.

Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel, left, and Jewish Agency for Israel Chairman Natan 
Sharansky, the former Soviet refusenik, discuss the movement to free Soviet Jewry 
at the General Assembly of the Jewish Federations in North America in Baltimore in 
2012. The discussion was held on the 25th anniversary of the movement’s 1987 March 
on Washington, which many consider to its pinnacle event.

The Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Let them know you saw their ad in the Observer!
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lifecycles

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

around the town

Weddings
Gabrielle David Schonder and Vijay 

Shivram Iyer were married on May 7 by 
Rabbi Rami Shapiro at Southall Meadows 
in Franklin.  The 
bride, 30, a pro-
ducer and report-
er for “Frontline” 
on PBS, is the 
daughter of Deana 
E. Goldstein 
and James C. 
Schonder of 
Nashville. She graduated from Hillsboro 
High School and Hendrix College in 
Conway, AR. The groom, 34, the senior 
corporate counsel at the Priceline Group, 
the online travel company, is the son of 
Shanthi S. Iyer and Shivram K. Iyer of 
Plano, TX. He graduated from Columbia 
University and received a law degree from 
the University of Texas. The couple will 
reside in New Canaan, CT.

B’nai Mitzvah
Jonah Henry Barton will be called to 

the Torah as a bar mitzvah 
during Shabbat services 
at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 20 at Congregation 
Micah.  Jonah is the son 
of Sari and Daniel Barton 
and brother to Ruby.  He 
is the grandson of Lynn 
and David Barton of 
Nashville, Iris Weissman 
of New York City and the late Albert 
Weissman.

Jonah is an honors student in seventh 
grade at Valor Collegiate Academy, a 
charter school on Nolensville Road.  He 
was in the founding class of the school, 
serves on its Scholar Advisory Council 
and is a scholar ambassador.

Jonah enjoys spending time with his 
family, reading, and outdoor activities 
such as hiking, camping and kayaking.  He 
plays on the Valor lacrosse team as well 
as the Swamp Donkeys and No Excuse 
Lacrosse teams. Jonah has created a busi-
ness in which he custom dyes and strings 
lacrosse heads,  www.nashlax.com . 

For his mitzvah project Jonah is raising 
funds as well as gathering donated equip-
ment for the Israeli Lacrosse Association, 
which not only provides equipment and 
opportunity for at risk youth but also works 
to create peace in Israel through the sport.

Sympathy 

… to the family of Barbara Merrie 
Blankstein, 72, who died on July 4 
in Nashville. Born Oct. 13, 1943, “B. 

Merrie” was raised in Portland, Maine, 
by her parents, Joe and Betty Silverman. 
She attended Deering High School before 
going to college at Syracuse University, 
where on the first day she met her lov-
ing husband of 50 years, Roger. Barbara 
recently retired from her job at Vanderbilt 
Children’s Hospital, where she worked in 
the pediatric pulmonary division. While 
Barbara enjoyed nature walks, traveling, 
knitting and cooking, there was nothing 
she loved more than being a loving wife to 
Roger, mother to Ken, Mark and daugh-
ter-in-law Holly, grandmother to Stella 
and Reed and sister to Elaine (David) and 
Adele (Dick). She is by them as well as 
a huge network of family and friends in 
Nashville, Chicago and Maine. Services 
were on July 7 at The Temple. Donations 
may be made to the Vanderbilt Children’s 
Hospital or to Friends of Radnor Lake. 

… to the family and Bernard Biener, 
89, who died on Friday, July 15. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Sam and 
Lillian Pratt Biener; son, Kevin Biener; 
brother, Maxie (Goldie) Biener, and sis-
ter, Carolyn (Buzz) Cahn.

He is survived by his devoted com-
panion, Dianne Shroder; daughters, 
Stephenie Dodson, Rosey (Carl) Hood 
and Nancy (Moe) Davis; grandchildren. 
Chip (Amanda) Hood and Lisa Hood 
Beaulieu, Tyler and Dillon Biener, John, 
Marie, and Thomas Dodson, and Emily 
and Will Davis; great-grandchildren, 
Chase, Morgan, Hayden, Landon and 
Easton Hood, and daughter-in-law, Lisa 
Biener.

Bernard was a WW II and Korean 
War Veteran. He was a native of Nashville 
and his family and friends were his great-
est passion. He and his son Kevin owned 
Franklin Ford Tractor. Bernard was a 
proud farmer of one green tomato and 
champion piddler.

Graveside services were on July 18 at 
Sherith Israel Cemetery. 

… the family of Eileen Lapidus 
Sloan, 70, of Glasgow, KY, who died 
on July 13 at Barren County Health 
Care following a brief illness. She was 
the owner of Bernard’s Department 
Store in Glasgow. She was a daugh-
ter of the late Emanuel Lapidus and 
Louise Nahm Lapidus. She is survived 
by a son, Steven (Lori) Sloan, and a 
grandson, Kolton Jessie, of Glasgow; a 
granddaughter, Rachel Cohen, and her 
father, David Cohen, of Nashville, and a 
sister, Connie Simmons of Florida. She 
was preceded in death by her husband, 
Nathan Berky Sloan, and daughter, 
Amy Sloan Cohen. Graveside service 
was on July 17 at the K.K.S.I Cemetery. 
Memorials should be made to a a charity 
of the donor’s choice. 

Unveilings

The unveiling of the headstone for 
Daniel Liff will be at 1:15 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 11 at the Congregation Micah 
cemetery.

Jonah Henry 
Barton

Hadassah medical 
chair will speak at 
West End during 
visit Nashville to 
Nashville this month 

Dr. Rachel Schonberger, the nation-
al chair of Hadassah 
Medical Organization, 
will speak at West End 
Synagogue on Friday, 
Aug. 26 following 
Shabbat dinner. 

“Bench to Bedside: 
How Hadassah’s Cutting 
Edge Research Makes a 
Difference in Peoples’ 
Lives.”  Services begin at 6 p.m., the din-
ner will be at 7 p.m., and Dr. Schonberger 
will speak at 8 p.m. 

Dr. Schonberger’s presentation 
– “Bench to Bedside: How Hadassah’s 
Cutting Edge Research Makes a 
Difference in Peoples’ Lives.” – is free 
and open to the public. The cost of the 
dinner is $20. To RSVP for the dinner, 
send a check to West End Synagogue 
at 3810 West End Ave., 37205 with the 
subject line “Hadassah Dinner. 

On Aug. 25, Dr. Schonberger will 
be giving a private talk to medical pro-
fessionals – doctors, nurses, researchers 

and administrators – and their spouses. 
For more information about either pro-
gram, please contact Nili Friedman at 
QueenNili@aol.com. or (615) 498-4564.

Tennessee Water 
Color Society show, 
works by Akiva 
Students on exhibit 
at GJCC in August

The Gordon Jewish Community 
Center’s August art exhibitions will fea-
ture a special show from the Tennessee 
Watercolor Society as well as works by 
students at Akiva School.  

The watercolor society exhibition 
– “The Beauty of Watermedia” – will be 
in the Janet Levine March gallery and 
JLMG2 Gallery. It will feature 26 region-
al artists whose paintings will be either 
watercolor or watermedia on paper. The 
works by Akiva students will be in the 
the Sig Held Gallery.

The reception for the artists is from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 10 
at the GJCC, 801 Percy Warner Blvd.  
There will be complimentary food and 
wine. For more information, contact the 
GJCC at (615) 354-1699, Curator Carrie 
Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.org or visit 
www.nashvillejcc.org. 

Dr. Rachel 
Schonberger

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS
JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: FASTSIGNS.2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR

PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment

615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.) • 973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by 
taking advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,Advertising Manager to place your professional listing.  
Phone 615-354-1699 

or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465
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 The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
would like to thank our incredible community of volunteers for helping us fulfill 
our mission to enrich the lives of Jews in Nashville, Israel, and in 70 countries 

around the globe. Without your hard work, none of this would be possible. 

JOIN US! If you would like to become a Jewish Federation volunteer, 
please contact Mark S. Freedman, Executive Director 

at mark@jewishnashville.org or (615) 356-3242. 
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