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The honey cake recipe is your mother’s. The other honey cake recipe 
is your aunt’s. But the holiday table always brings everyone together. 
Best wishes for a blessed Rosh Hashanah.

Life is Sweet.
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For More Information, Please  E-mail: 
NashvilleHadassah@yahoo.com

Jessica Averbuch
615.294.9880
Jessica.Averbuch@ZeitlinRealtors.com

Lorna Graff
615.351.5343
Lorna.Graff@ZeitlinRealtors.com

Karol Faragalli
615.289.3359
karolfaragalli@gmail.com

Jay Lowenthal
615.300.3617
Jay@JayLowenthal.com

Nan Speller
615.973.1117
NSpeller@bellsouth.net

615.383.0183  I  ZeitlinRealtors.com

May the New Year 

bring all the blessings 

of Peace, Health 

and Happiness 

to you and yours.

Nathan Weinberg
615.414.9626
Nathan@MusicCityDwellings.com

Shirley Zeitlin
4301 Hillsboro Rd St.100
Nashville, TN 37215
615.383.0183

By Kathy Carlson

E
xplore the meaning of being
Jewish at the Windows of
Identity art exhibition open-
ing in September at the
Gordon Jewish Community
Center. 

The exhibition of the works of 13
American and 34 Israeli artists pre-
miered earlier this year in Hadera, Israel.
Nashville and eight other Southeastern
cities are linked with the Hadera-Eiron
region through the Jewish Federation
and Jewish Agency’s Partnership2Gether
program.  The exhibition will travel to
other Partnership cities in the United
States after the Nashville show, the first
in the United States.

The show features the works of
seven Nashville artists:  Sharon
Charney, Kaaren Hirschowitz Engel,
Terry Lapidus, Jerry Klein, Leslie J.
Klein, Sydney Reichman and Rhonda
Polen Wernick.  A special reception for
them will be held at the GJCC on
Thursday, September 6, from 7-9 p.m.

“I think the people in the
Partnership were so thrilled that we had
this initiative because there have been
other kinds of partnership (events) –
educational and business – but they had-
n’t had anything with the arts,” said
artist Leslie J. Klein.  “The artists were
really excited because they love having
an opportunity to exhibit their works.”

Klein, a mixed-media and fiber artist
who is married to Nashville Jewish
Federation Executive Director Mark
Freedman, explained that all of the
Windows of Identity participants
expressed their connection to Judaism,
Israel or Zionism in a 16- by 16-inch
frame.  She and Freedman were part of a
group from Nashville that went to
Hadera in February to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the partnership and
attend the opening of the art show.

The artists “took a different perspec-
tive from their own lives even though
they were using the same format,” Klein
said.  “They have different approaches
not only in the context of their lives and

message but also in the art that they pro-
duce.  They were excited to share their
work with me, to talk with me about
their work and just to have that opportu-
nity to network with another artist in
another place.”

“When I was approached to do
something for the Windows exhibit I
knew exactly what I wanted to do,”
Wernick said in an e-mail. “The hamsa
has many meanings, but to me it symbol-
izes protection, hope, peace and love. …
My father was a Holocaust survivor and
this hamsa symbolizes his fight for sur-
vival during those very trying times.”

Sharon Charney took the theme of
Jewish roots by depicting an onion.  The
onion’s roots stretch out through rich
soil to a golden layer that represents
Jerusalem, she said.  Both of her parents
came from Jerusalem, where her mother’s
family lived for six generations.

Hebrew letters inform a piece by
Sydney Reichman titled Healing.  The
work is from a series based on the Names
of God, she said in an e-mail. “Each
sculpted painting is a story of a name and
contains bronze figures, copper hands,
ladders and Hebrew letters. A medita-
tion of language form and symbol, each a
journey into the landscape and mystic
meaning of the Hebrew letters.”

“It was really an honor to participate
in such an event,” Jerry Klein said of the

exhibition.  His work offers a look into
the windows of Jewish history, emphasiz-
ing the relationship of Nashville and
Hadera, he said.  Klein has visited
Hadera three times over the years.  “It’s a
lovely small city,” he said. “It was a priv-
ilege to be there; we were received very,
very warmly.”  

Terry Lapidus created a multimedia
work that illustrated how Israel and
Hadera-Eiron have been tied together with
the Diaspora who live in the Southeastern
cities, and all for a peaceful tomorrow. 

Kaaren Engel’s prayer painting,
titled Shabbat Lights, focuses on the
Friday night blessing over the candles.  “I
wanted to create a piece that was univer-
sal,” she said. “This is the prayer people
say around the world every Friday night
and I thought it was emblematic of what
we were trying to do.”

Leslie J. Klein and Hadera architect
and artist Naomi Sella will co-chair a
second collaborative exhibit of works by

artists from Hadera-Eiron and its sister
cities in Partnership2Gether.  Artists in
all of the Partnership cities can partici-
pate as artists and in planning and exe-
cuting the exhibit, she said.  She envi-
sions a committee of artists in Israel and
Partnership cities choosing a theme for
this exhibition, which would be shown
during the Jewish Federations of North
America’s General Assembly set for
November 2013 in Jerusalem.

While they create their works, the
American and Israeli artists will be able
to share ideas and show their progress
over the Internet, Klein said.  

Helping to create collaborative arts
events is nothing new to Klein.  She
helped organize the Yitzhak
International Arts Gathering in summer
2005 in San Antonio, Texas’s
Partnership city, Akko.  The weeklong
event brought together not only visual
artists, but also musicians, actors and
performance artists.  Klein also exhibited
work at the Orchard Street Shul
Cultural Heritage Artists Project in New
Haven, Conn.  In the multimedia art
exhibition, artists explored the historic
shul’s past, present and future, according
to the web site of the Arts Council of
Greater New Haven.

Artists in the Nashville-area Jewish
community who are interested in partici-
pating in the Jerusalem exhibit should
contact Klein, Nashville Federation
Planning and Partnership2Gether
Director Harriet Schiftan, or Rachel Koch,
who chairs the Nashville Federation’s
Partnership2Gether committee.

For more information on the
September exhibition or artists reception,
please contact Carrie Mills at GJCC, carrie
@nashvillejcc.org or 354-1699. c

Family stories, meditations emerge in ‘Windows of Identity’ exhibit

Happy New Year!
From Michael & Cindee Gold

and the entire staff of:
Gold Skin Care Center

The Laser & Rejuvenation Center
Advanced Aesthetics Medical Spa

Tennessee Clinical Research Center

Gold Skin Care Center has been Nashville’s 
premiere skin care destination for over 20 

years. Led by world-renowned dermatologist Dr. 
Michael Gold, our entire medical staff is highly 
trained and experienced in the most advanced 

and effective procedures available today.

Clinical Treatment for:
Acne & Complexion problems
Eczema
Psoriasis
Allergic Reaction Rashes
Scars
Fungal & Bacterial Infections
Burns
Moles
Warts

Cosmetic Laser Therapy & 
Services
Facial Lines and Wrinkles
Port Wine Stains
Hair Removal
Tattoo Removal
Facial Rejuvenation
Birthmarks and Scars
Cellulite Management
Fat Reduction
Varicose and Spider Veins
Microdermabrasion
Facials
Airbrush Tanning
Skin Care Products

 

Warts

is our only business
Beautiful Skin

2000 Richard Jones Road | Nashville, Tennessee  37215 | (615) 383-2400 | www.goldskincare.com

The Windows of Identity exhibition, on display in Hadera in February and March, makes its U.S.
debut in Nashville.
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Chazak Achsav!-Strength Now!

By Kathy Carlson

S
eeing Israel firsthand and
meeting Israelis has made
all the difference for five
community members who
spent time in the Jewish
homeland this summer with

support of Federation.
As participant Michael Hershey

explained, with most long trips, you’re
ready to go home by the end. “I never
felt that,” he said, “probably because I
was already at home.  It felt right.”

He, Tara Lerner, Meg Littman,
David Rosenblatt and Craig Zimberg
were chosen to attend the National
Young Leadership Summer Trip to Israel
in July.  The annual summer trip is
organized through the Jewish
Federations of North America.  The
Jewish Federation of Nashville, through
its New Initiatives Fund, enables com-
munity members in their 20s through
early 40s to attend.  It was the second
year the Nashville Federation sent par-
ticipants to the event.

“The program was great,” Littman
said. “I wanted to go to Israel and had
high expectations (that were) exceeded
by Israel.”

“Anyone who hasn’t been should
go,” Hershey said. “If you’re Jewish, you
need to go, to experience Israel.”

The 165 people on the trip traveled
Israel in four buses.  They kayaked on the
Jordan, climbed Masada before dawn and
had dinner with Israeli Defense Forces
members.  They also visited some of the
programs that Federation supports,
including a facility for at-risk youth
called Susan’s House.

“It’s a program in Jerusalem (for)
teenagers who have been abused or aban-

doned by their parents (and are) getting
into trouble,” Rosenblatt said.  The pro-
gram “takes them in, gives them private
counseling, coaching and teaches them a
trade,” learning to work in glass.

He bought a set of glass plates as a
gift to his sister, who is getting married in
October.  “What really makes them spe-
cial is the story,” Rosenblatt said.

Hershey bought 21 pounds of glass
beads from Susan’s House for his daugh-
ter Olivia and her friends to use to make
jewelry.  They’ll sell the jewelry to raise
funds for an additional playground for
Congregation Micah, a mitzvah project
for Olivia.

“I absolutely loved the mission and
the business model,” Hershey said.  The
youths in the program have a safe place

to go and learn a trade.  They also learn
to develop a work ethic and what it’s like
to be paid for your work.

“It was one of the most amazing expe-
riences I had in Israel, he said.  “It was a
cool opportunity to have an impact.”

The most memorable part of the trip
for Rosenblatt was the day the group got
up before dawn to hike to the top of
Masada and see the sun rise from the
ancient fortress.  Fourteen participants,
including Rosenblatt, celebrated bar or
bat mitzvahs there.

“That was just an incredibly mean-
ingful moment,” he said. “As if that was
not enough, after we toured the fort at
Masada, that afternoon we made our first
trip into Jerusalem on Shabbat, with
Shabbat services right outside of the
Western Wall,” he said.  He and others

placed written prayers between its
stones.  “The combination of Masada, a
bar mitzvah, and Jerusalem – you can’t
beat that day,” he said.

Littman, an established travel
writer, said, “I was really moved by
Jerusalem.  It was really powerful to be in
places that were important not only to
Jews but to Christians and Muslims.”

She hopes to help develop Jewish
programming for people in their 40s who
have “aged out” of the Nashville
Federation’s NowGen program.  

“I came back and immediately start-
ed going to services,” Zimberg said.  He
and Hershey spoke at Congregation
Micah about how much the trip meant
to them.  Zimberg encouraged congre-
gants to see how Israelis live and not
simply sightsee.

Rosenblatt said that over the past
year and a half, he has become more
engaged in the Jewish community here,
and the trip will only add to that.  He’s
keeping up more with news about Israel
and plans to help with the Federation’s
annual campaign this year.

He’s telling friends who have not
been to Israel to put the Federation’s
leadership development program on
their radar.  “I’m so glad I got the
chance,” Rosenblatt said.

Hershey said he’ll use his experi-
ences in Israel in teaching religious
school at Micah. “I can’t thank
Federation enough for affording me the
opportunity to go on the trip. It was the
trip of a lifetime.”

To learn more about participating
in the Young Leadership Summer Trip
to Israel, for ages 22-45, contact
Harriet Schiftan, Federation Planning
and Partnership2Gether Director, at
(615) 354-1687 or harriet@jewish
nashville.org. c

Nashville group tastes life in Israel with Young Leadership Summer Trip

Craig Zimberg (left), Michael Hershey, David Rosenblatt, Meg Littman and Tara Lerner

Susan’s House participant learns his craft.

H oney and apples

A new beginning

O pening a door to the New Year

M emories of past and happy moments to come!

The Lipman
GroupS ounds of the shofar

L ots of smiles

May this New Year be filled with Health and Happiness, 
and Sweetness for you and your family. 
L' Shanah Tova! 
Jackie Karr - 615.330.9779
jackie.karr@sothebysrealty.com
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531 Lafayette Street • 615-843-3300 • Mon. - Fri. 8 - 5 • Sat. 9 - 5 • www.hermitagelighting.com

Hermitage 
Kitchen
Design Gallery

Hermitage 
Lighting 
Gallery We Light Up Your Life!

From our Family to yours...
Have a Happy Rosh Hashanah!

T
o the community:

There is a time for
everything. And for me,
this is my time to ease into
retirement from my 25
years of working for a

cause I believe in, the future of the
Jewish people.

Twenty-five years ago, Ruth Tanner,
then associate director of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville, called me and
said the Federation was in a bind. The
Observer needed an editor. So in August
1987 I joined the Federation staff as part-
time editor. The position eventually
grew into a full-time position when we
went to desktop publishing. Over the
years I have gotten to know so many
wonderful people throughout our com-
munity by interviewing and photograph-
ing them, covering events and schmooz-
ing. My life is richer because of the infor-
mation I learned from them and the
friendships that were formed. 

Fifteen years ago, when the previ-
ous community relations director
moved away, I was asked to be part-time
director of the Federation’s Community
Relations Committee and part-time
editor, with the addition of a staff
writer. Once again I could help promote
the Jewish people and Israel, but this
time in the broader Nashville commu-
nity. I have treasured my job of con-
necting the Jewish Federation to
Nashville’s diverse interfaith, ethnic
and cultural communities as well as
government officials and entities. Many
of the people in these groups had mini-
mal, if any, connection to Jews and

Jewish values. Through the CRC’s work
in forming coalitions, in participating
in events and just sharing meals, so
much has changed. The Jewish commu-
nity is now recognized as an active part-
ner in working to improve life for all the
residents of our city.

My thanks go to my colleagues on
the Jewish Federation staff (and the
five former and present executive
directors) who work long hours to
strengthen the Jewish people here and
around the world. It has meant so much
to me to be part of that dedicated, goal-
oriented team. 

I could not have been effective as
CRC director without the commitment
of the chairs of the committee who have
immersed themselves in issues of social
justice and Israel advocacy, and the com-
mittee members who have taken a hands-
on approach to our wide-ranging proj-
ects. To each of them, “Todah rabah!”

And to all the rabbis, agency direc-
tors, organization leaders, thank you for
your help and cooperation as we worked

together to unify and promote our
Jewish community.

I am so grateful to have been able to
work in an environment in which I
could use my professional skills to live
out my Jewish values. Thank you to the
whole community for making it possible.

Shalom,

Judy Saks

L’Hitraot after 25 years with Federation

Judy Saks Photo: Rick Malkin

Contact information:
Judith Inman, co-president
judithcat@comcast.net
Fran Lenter, co-president
fglenter@aol.com
www.nashvillencjw.org

National Council of Jewish Women, Nashville Section 

Wishing you a very happy and healthy New Year.
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Join the Tradition
FOUR GENERATIONS • 85 YEARS OF SERVICE

AUTO • LIFE • BUSINESS

HEALTH • LONG-TERM CARE

IDENTITY THEFT • HOME

Julian “Bud Zander, Jr., CIC
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC

Michael A. Weinberger
Pattie A. Bowling, HIA

615-356-1700 • 800-356-4282

www.zanderinsurance.com

HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW YEAR!

I
t’s great to be drafted, if not by a
pro sports team, then by your
friendly, local and very profession-
al Federation.

Yes, the Jewish Federation
of Nashville wants everyone to

get in the game – a four-month team
competition to reach out to as many
community members as possible dur-
ing the 2013 Annual Campaign.
There’s not only the thrill of competi-
tion, but also prizes for top performers
seeking support for the activities and
programs Federation helps bring to
Jewish Nashville.

The Federation’s new “league” will
consist of nine teams of 11 persons each.

Each team will have a captain who picks
team members.  Each team member gets
invited to the Annual Campaign kickoff
and draft to be held on Wednesday
evening, Aug. 29, at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center.

At the kickoff, each team will draft
45 people that team members will con-
tact and ask for a pledge to donate to
the Annual Campaign.  Team members
will also solicit 22 potential or past
donors as well. 

If this sounds good to you, or to
learn more about getting involved in the
2013 Annual Campaign, contact Naomi
Limor Sedek at 354-1642 or
Naomi@jewishnashville.org. c

Get your game on! Annual
Campaign season is gearing up

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming news 

updates and links to  Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
Now you have a choice: 

Read the print edition or read us online. 
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L’shana tova. 
Wishing you a year of happiness and peace.

Selection. Selection. Selection.
See more than 75 beds, 200 sofas and 100 dining

room sets. Brand name furniture, beautifully displayed, 
at prices you won’t find anywhere else.

Nashville & Cool Springs www.sprintz.com

By Charlotte Anthony

NEW YORK (JTA) – Last Yom
Kippur, a fasting Brenda Rienhardt sat in
the hallway outside her classroom study-
ing for a test while watching online Yom
Kippur services on her laptop.

“I wanted to keep up with what was
going on religiously and not fail my test,”
said Rienhardt, 26, a Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., resident who was then a senior at
Florida Atlantic University. “It was just a
challenge because I was balancing what I
should do with what I needed to do.”

For many American Jews like
Rienhardt, the High Holidays mean bal-
ancing the demands of the American
workplace and school with their Jewish
observance. 

Lisa Vaughn, who has worked as an
urgent care and emergency physician for
17 years, said that being on call doesn’t
give a lot of opportunities to take days off. 

“When you have that job, you work
every shift, holiday or not,” said Vaughn,
51, of Massillon, Ohio. “You hope God
understands because you know your
employer doesn’t.”

Jonathan Sarna, professor of
American Jewish history at Brandeis
University, says the High Holidays are a
time when Jews are conflicted with
their identity.

“I think because there are many
non-Jews who know about the High
Holidays and wonder if a Jewish person
doesn’t celebrate them … Jews find
themselves confronting the tension
between identifying with the Jewish
community or identifying with the gen-
eral community,” Sarna said. “It’s not
about the High Holidays but about one’s
larger identity as a Jew different from the
rest of America.” 

Shawn Green, a now-retired Jewish
professional baseball player, sat out a
2001 Los Angeles Dodgers’ game on Yom
Kippur for just that reason. It was the
first time in 415 games that he chose not
to play.

“As a baseball player, it’s a little dif-
ferent, you don’t have the luxury of pick-
ing several holidays. But if I was going to
pick one holiday to sit out, then that’s
the one,” Green said about Yom Kippur.
“I felt that as one of the few Jewish ath-
letes, it was important to acknowledge
my connection to my heritage.”

His first major challenge came in
2004 when the Dodgers were locked in a
tight battle with the San Francisco
Giants for the division title. With only
10 games left in the season and two of
them scheduled for Yom Kippur – one on
Kol Nidre, one on Yom Kippur afternoon
– Green faced a dilemma.

“I was in a no-win situation because
if I miss both games, that would be a lit-
tle hypocritical because I really wasn’t
very religious, but at the same time I
wanted to acknowledge my connection
and heritage," Green said. “So I opted to

play one and to sit one game as a com-
promise just to say, look, I am acknowl-
edging my Jewish roots, but at the same
time I also have a responsibility to the
team and to my fans at the Dodgers.”

Most Jews don’t face such public
dilemmas and often can adjust their
schedules. That’s true for Meyer Koplow,
executive partner at the Wachtell, Lipton,
Rosen & Katz law firm in New York.

“Most of the things you do as a liti-
gator involves either briefing matters,
taking discovery, trials and other court
appearances. You almost always know
well in advance what the schedule will
require for each of those tasks,” said
Koplow, 61. “It’s usually very easy to
schedule them around the holidays so
that holidays are not a problem.”

For some people, it’s not getting
time off for the holidays that’s problem-
atic, it’s the stress of being disconnected
that causes tensions.

Take Stu Loeser, who recently left
his job as press secretary for New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. Loeser said
that with his BlackBerry turned off dur-
ing holidays and the Sabbath, he doesn’t
necessarily know about breaking news.

“When you pick up the newspaper
the next day, then you can be in for quite
a surprise,” said Loeser, 39. “I find it espe-
cially stressful and nerve-wracking. I
have a deputy who steps in for me, but
even though you have phenomenally
competent people filling in for you does-
n’t mean that it’s not stressful.”

For Loeser and other observant Jews,
however, it’s the lesser-known holidays,
such as Shemini Atzeret and Shavuot,
that can be most challenging in terms of
taking days off.

“Everyone’s heard of Rosh
Hashanah and people understand that
there are people who observe and some
people who sort of observe,” Loeser said.
It’s the other 10 days – Simchat Torah,
Shemini Atzeret , two for Sukkot,  the
first two and last two of Passover and
two for Shavuot – that are the most dif-
ficult. “People start thinking that you
are taking the same two days off a
month because people have never heard
of them.”

David Barkey, the Anti-Defamation
League’s religious freedom counsel, said
much of the confusion surrounding the
holidays arises because not all people
observe the holidays in the same way. 

“You might have employers that
look on the calendar and see that Yom
Kippur is on Wednesday and not under-
stand why an employee needs to leave on
Tuesday night or why one employee
takes two days off when another takes a
week,” Barkey said. 

Sippy Laster, 24, a recruitment coor-
dinator at JPMorgan Chase in New York,
does her best to compensate for the time
that she takes off.

“I spend a lot of time working later,
and the days leading up to the days that

I have to take off, I end up spending later
nights at work so a lot of preparation
goes into it,” she said.

Barkey said that while most employ-
ees are able to observe holidays by trad-
ing shifts and talking with their employ-
ers, religious accommodation issues are
still a problem. 

There was a 32 percent increase in
religious accommodation charges filed
by Jews from 1998 to 2011, according to
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. While Jews make up 2 per-
cent of the U.S. population, they repre-
sented 14.9 percent of all 2011 religious
accommodation charges. 

While Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 provides the primary pro-
tection, Barkey says there is no absolute
requirement for an employer to give
time off. 

“If you have a religious conflict,
especially if you know far in advance,
you have a duty to tell your employer in
advance,” he said. “A lot of complaints
we get are from employees who waited
two or three days before the holidays to
ask for time.”

Jacqueline Simon, public policy
director of the American Federation of
Government Employees, the largest
union representing government workers,
says the problem often isn’t getting the
time off but feeling left out.

“I think people are tolerant of some-
one taking time off for religious obser-
vance, but much less willing to alter the

schedule of a group to accommodate one
or two people,” she said.

Rienhardt has seen that firsthand.
“If you go to the dean and make a fuss,
yes, you can have the day off, but if you
have a test, you are going to be at a dis-
advantage,” she said. “When they have
tests scheduled, teachers tend to be less
forgiving.”

Many Jews believe that clients and
co-workers view their decisions to take
time off positively. 

“For a business that is all business all
the time, I think a lot of [my clients]
respect that there’s something else that’s
important to me than just the business,”
said Cory Richman, 34, a partner at the
talent management firm Liebman
Entertainment in New York. “It keeps
me grounded and I have morals.” 

Rabbi Abigail Treu, a rabbinic fel-
low and director of planned giving at
the Conservative movement’s Jewish
Theological Seminary, says that for
people who absolutely cannot take time
off, there is an understanding built in
to the tradition. 

“I think that there is a respect in
the tradition for parnassah, the need to
earn a livelihood, so certainly if the
choice is between losing one’s job and
not being able to support oneself and
one’s family versus celebrating the holi-
day in the traditional way,” Treu said,
“then the tradition encourages us to
keep our jobs and being able to support
our families.” c

At the New Year, American Jews grapple
with balancing faith, work and school

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Happy 

Rosh Hashanah

By Ron Kampeas 

WASHINGTON (JTA) – How
much noise does Israel’s leadership have
to make to get the Obama administration
to say what it wants to hear about Iran?

It’s a question now preoccupying
Israel, along with its corollary: How
much noise is too much and risks precip-
itating a crisis between Jerusalem and its
closest ally? 

Some Israeli analysts say that pro-
nounced signals from their country’s
leadership in recent days that it is ready-
ing for a strike against Iran are less an
immediate call to arms than a call for an
unequivocal commitment from the
Obama administration to take the lead
in such an attack or to come to Israel’s
aid if it goes first.

“We are at a serious juncture,” said
Ehud Yaari, an Israel-based fellow for the
Washington Institute for Near East
Policy. “The way I understand it, the
Israeli leadership is trying to signal to the
administration that unless there is a
change of tack on the part of
Washington concerning the Iranian
nuclear program, Israel may have to
decide to make its own military move.”

The signals have included:
• an interview in Haaretz with a top

Israeli official, widely believed to be
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak,
who argued that Israel risks more in the
short term by not striking than it does by
striking; 

• the appointment to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Cabinet
of Avi Dichter, a former head of Israel’s
internal security service, the Shin Bet, to
bring the home front up to speed;

• a series of notices to the Israeli
public, including a call to update gas
mask equipment and a listing of Tel Aviv
underground parking lots that could dou-
ble as bomb shelters; and

• a series of public statements by
Israel’s ambassador to Washington,
Michael Oren, suggesting that an Israeli
strike would reap sufficient rewards to
justify it.

“One, two, three, four years are a
long time in the Middle East -- look
what’s happened in the last year,” Oren
said this week in a Bloomberg News
interview, addressing the claim that an
Israeli strike would “only” delay Iran and
not end the nuclear program.

A key Israeli fear is that a nuclear
Iran would provide an umbrella to hos-
tile forces consolidating their hold along

Israel’s borders in Lebanon and the Gaza
Strip, and possibly in Syria and Egypt as
those nations undergo turmoil that
threatens to disrupt decades of peace on
their borders.

“The idea of these nonstate actors
on Israel’s borders which may be con-
trolled by a nuclear Iran is a serious
threat, the kind of which Israel has not
encountered before,” Asher Susser, a
senior fellow at the Moshe Dayan Center
for Middle Eastern Studies at Tel Aviv
University, said in a recent conference
call organized by the Israel Policy Forum. 

Still, Obama administration officials
are not yet publicly buying the rhetoric.

“I don’t believe they’ve made a deci-
sion as to whether or not they will go in
and attack Iran at this time,” Defense
Secretary Leon Panetta told reporters on
Aug. 15. “With regards to the issue of
where we’re at from a diplomatic point of
view, the reality is that we still think
there is room to continue to negotiate.”

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman
of the military Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
an Israeli strike would have limited effect.

“I may not know about all of their
capabilities, but I think that it’s a fair char-
acterization to say that they could delay
but not destroy Iran’s nuclear capabilities,”
Dempsey said at the same briefing.

Such sanguinity may be out of place,
Susser said, adding that the notices to
the public regarding home front pre-
paredness are not feints.

“I don’t think the Israelis are bluff-
ing,” he said. “The people are getting the
message.”

The likeliest means to shut down
the escalating rhetoric, Susser added,
would be for the Obama administration
to reassure Israel – and not necessarily in
public – that it would convey to Iran
that military action was inevitable and
not just a possibility if Iran does not
stand down.

Netanyahu and Barak would want
to hear “a very firm commitment from
the United States that it will use force,
not anything less – not ‘all options are
on the table,’ not ‘any means necessary,’
but that the U.S. will take a clear com-
mitment to use force when the time
comes,” he said. “If the Israelis are con-
vinced that the Americans are not going
to take action against Iran, Barak and
Netanyahu may very well come to the
conclusion that they have to.”

Obama administration officials over
the last several months have lobbied
Israel intensely to tamp down talk of a

strike, and to wait out a U.S. strategy of
exhausting economic and diplomatic
pressure as a means of getting Iran to
stand down from its suspected nuclear
weapons program.

Yaari said Israel’s leadership was not
convinced, noting similar reassurances
from successive U.S. administrations
regarding North Korea, belied ultimately
by that nation’s nuclear tests.

“It’s very much on the minds of
Barak and Netanyahu that ‘the United
States will not allow North Korea to
acquire nuclear weapons’ – and we know
the end to that story,” he said.

Israelis favor a U.S. lead should it
come to military action against Iran,
polls show.  A poll published last week by
the Israel Democracy Institute and Tel
Aviv University and reported by
Bloomberg showed 61 percent of Israelis
oppose an Israeli strike without U.S.
cooperation. It had a margin of error of
4.5 percentage points.

Meanwhile, a number of Israeli figures
have lashed out against Netanyahu and
Barak, saying that the government’s ratch-
eting up of the rhetoric could backfire.

“It’s clear to us that we can’t do it
alone,” Israeli President Shimon Peres
said in remarks on Israel’s Channel Two
that were seen as a rare rebuke to the
government from the largely ceremonial
office. “It’s clear to us we have to proceed
together with America.”

Several Likud Knesset members
told the media that Peres was speaking
out of turn.

Shaul Mofaz, the leader of the
opposition Kadima Party, was more
blunt in his assessment of the risks of
confronting the United States. In a blis-
tering Knesset speech, he accused
Netanyahu of trying to weigh in on the
U.S. elections, undercutting Obama in
favor of Mitt Romney, the presumptive
Republican presidential nominee. 

Netanyahu, who has had tense rela-
tions with Obama, is seen as close to the
Republicans and has a longstanding
friendship with Romney.

“Mr. Prime Minister, you want a
crude, rude, unprecedented, reckless and
risky intervention in the U.S. elections,”
Mofaz said in remarks translated by
Globes, the Israeli business daily. “You
are trying to frighten us and terrify us.
And in truth, we are scared – scared by
your lack of judgment, scared that you
both lead and don’t lead, scared that you
are executing a dangerous and irresponsi-
ble policy.”

Meir Javedanfar, an Iran-born Israeli
analyst, said that Netanyahu’s talk of war
diminished the real results that U.S.-led
sanctions were having on the Iranian
theocracy’s viability.

“I don’t think that the ruling eche-
lon in Israel understands that as much as
the Iranian regime does not want war;
it’s not an existential threat,” he said.
“What is an existential threat are the
sanctions. And the more attention that
is diverted from the existential threat of
the sanctions, the less the regime needs
to address them.” c

Increased Israel chatter on Iran is about
sending a message to Washington



10 August 24, 2012 The Observer

West End Synagogue
3810 West End Avenue, Nashville, TN 37205

West End Synagogue

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 16, 2012
Service begins at 6:00 p.m.

.,

First Day of Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 17, 2012 
Service begins at 8:30 a.m. 

Family and Student Services at 11:00 a.m. *
Alternative Service  

Noon in the Goldstein Library
.,

Second Day of Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, September 18, 2012
Service begin at 8:30 a.m.

Family and Student Services at 11:00 a.m. *
Healing Service—New This Year

Led by Rabbi Y. Kliel Rose
11:45 a.m. in the Sacks East Chapel

.,

Kol Nidre, Tuesday, September 25, 2012
Service begins at 6:00 p.m.

.,

Yom Kippur Service, Wednesday, September 26, 2012
Service begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Family and Student Services at 11:00 a.m. *
Alternative Service  

Noon in the Goldstein Library
3:00 p.m. Study Session with Professor Jack Sasson

Discussion regarding his published commentary on Jonah

* Separate services for Families With Young Children (preschool–1st grade), for children in  
grades 2–7, and for teens

By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) – As Iran
prepares to host the Non-Aligned
Movement triennial summit, Israel, the
United States and a number of Jewish
groups are worried that what happens in
Tehran won’t stay there.

The decision last week by Ban Ki-
moon, the U.N. Secretary General, to
attend the 16th triennial event from
Aug. 29-31, set off alarm bells in
Washington and Jerusalem.

U.S. State Department spokes-
woman Victoria Nuland reiterated after
Ban’s announcement “concerns that Iran
is going to manipulate this opportunity
and the attendees, to try to deflect atten-
tion from its own failings.”

U.S. Jewish groups that deal with the
United Nations echoed that apprehension.

“For Iran the goal is quite clear,” said
David Harris, director of the American
Jewish Committee, who had released a
web video urging Ban not to attend.
“Tell the United States and its friends
not only are we not isolated, we are fully
engaged. We are going to purport to
speak on behalf of the non-aligned
movement of 118 nations.”

Earliert, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu had urged Ban not
to attend – and, in a rare diplomatic
breach, made the plea public.

“Even if it is not your intention, your
visit will grant legitimacy to a regime that
is the greatest threat to world peace and
security,” Netanyahu told Ban in the
phone call, according to a statement from
the prime minister’s office.

Israel and the West are locked in a
diplomatic struggle with Iran to force the

Islamic Republic to make more transpar-
ent a nuclear program it insists is peace-
ful but that Western intelligence agen-
cies say is intended to produce a bomb.

The non-aligned summit sharpens
tensions between Israel and Western
nations over whether diplomacy and
sanctions have been played out;
Netanyahu believes they have, and is
pressing the Obama administration to
make more specific the military conse-
quences should Iran not comply. Obama
administration officials are in turn press-
ing Israel to stand down from rhetoric
that suggests an Israeli strike is imminent.

The non-aligned summit, planned
long before the recent intensification of
efforts to confront Iran, throws such ten-
sions into the spotlight.

The nonaligned movement is a 1960s
relic that once brought together nations

seeking to resist cooption by either the
United States or the Soviet Union.  It has
struggled for definition since the end of the
Cold War. With the summit, Iran assumes
the rotating three-year presidency of it.

Just 30 leaders of about 120 member
nations plan on attending the 16thtrien-
nial summit.

“It's a lot of posturing and photo-
ops,” said Alireza Nader, an analyst at the
Rand Corporation. “But the fact that Iran
is hosting the summit and the fact that
the U.N. Secretary General is going and
especially that Egyptian President
Mohamed Morsi is showing up are good
public relations moves.”

The presence of Morsi, the Muslim
Brotherhood leader recently elected
president of Egypt, will likely be exploit-
ed by Iran as a signal that it is extending
its influence in a region roiled by regime
change, Nader said – although that
would overstate the case.

“Iran has in recent months tried to
boost relationships with Egypt, but
Egyptians have been relatively standoff-
ish. They haven’t embraced Iran, and
that’s more important than whether a
meeting will be held,” he said.

Already, Iranian officials were hyp-
ing the summit as a nexus for resistance
to Western “hegemony.”

“In light of its focus on multilateral
cooperation, disarmament, sustainable
world peace, rights of nations and horizon-
tal relations defying hegemonic structures,
the Non-Aligned Movement is a major
cross-regional group in the United
Nations, and U.N. leaders have always
participated in its summits,” Alireza
Miryousefi, the Iranian envoy to the
United Nations, wrote in an Aug. 21 let-
ter to the Washington Post. “By bringing
dozens of world leaders together, the sum-
mit promises to make significant contribu-
tions to the movement’s lofty objectives.”

It is precisely the exploitation of such
symbolism that concerns Jewish groups.

The concern, said the AJC’s Harris,
is that the gathering grants legitimacy to
the Iranian leadership’s unvarnished and
incessant anti-Semitism, as well as its
oppression of its own people, its backing
for terrorism and its role in the Syrian
regime’s violent repression.

Nuland, the State Department
spokeswoman, said that absent a boycott
of the summit, reminding Iran of its obli-
gations was the least it expected from
those attending.

Ban suggested in his announcement
that he got the message.  

“With respect to … Iran, the
Secretary-General will use the opportuni-
ty to convey the clear concerns and
expectations of the international commu-
nity on the issues for which cooperation
and progress are urgent,” it said. “…These
include Iran’s nuclear program, terrorism,
human rights and the crisis in Syria.” c

U.S., Israel, Jewish groups apprehensive
about Iran-hosted non-aligned summit

Iran's president, Mahmoud Ahmedinejad
(left), and United Nations Secretary General
BanKi-moon
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Get Ready for Sukkot!
Sunday, September 30th

10:30 AM 
 
 
 

An Interactive Sukkot  

Program and Activities

West End Synagogue 
3810 West End Avenue Nashville, TN 37205 
For more information contact Sharon Paz, Director of Lifelong Learning  

at 615.269.4592 ext. 17 or spaz@westendsyn.org

First Day of  
Rosh Hashanah

Monday, September 17th
 
 
 
 

11:00 AM
Start the Year  

with Tashlich!

Second Day of  
Rosh Hashanah

Tuesday, September 18th
 
 
 
 

11:00 AM
With a New Year’s Blast,

Come Blow Your Own Horn (Shofar)!

Yom Kippur
 

11:00 AM

 

Presents Interactive Family High Holiday Services 
& Sukkot Programs for families with infants through 

 

West End Synagogue 
Families With Young Children 

W
ednesday, September 26th

Be Jonah, Get Swallowed by the W
hale!

 

Sukkot Under the Stars 
Wednesday, October 3rd

6:00 PM 

Dinner and Program in the 
 Sukkah for Religious School Families 

 (WES Families With Young Children welcomed)

By Zalman Schachter-Shalomi 
and Joel Segel

BOULDER, Colo. (JTA) – For
many of us, let’s face it, the upcoming
High Holidays will be anything but a
high. Oh, we’ll pack every pew in the
synagogues, dressed in our holiday best.
We’ll be there for hours, rising when told
to, sinking thankfully back into our
seats, reading responsively.

Many enjoy the communal aspect of
it, the tunes they remember from child-
hood. Some feel genuine awe at the cer-
emony and out-of-worldly blast of the
ram’s horn.

But if Kol Nidre’s pleas to wipe out
any unfulfilled vows and promises teach
us anything, it is to mean what we say.
Does language like “Our Father, our
King, we have sinned before you; our
Father, our King, we have no King but
You” really speak for us? How do we
avoid the High Holidays trap of spending
hour after hour reciting prayers we don’t
understand, in language we don’t sub-
scribe to, to a God we may not even
believe in? 

Can we find a way to enter into the
experience more fully without putting
our minds in the pawn shop and violat-
ing our Jewish compulsion for honesty?

One surprisingly simple and freeing
solution begins with a distinction.
Beliefs are the language of mind. Prayer,
on the other hand, begins in the heart –
not the muscle but the metaphor, the
realm not of cardiologists but of poets.

Real prayer – davening, as we Jews used
to say back in the old country – is not a
rational matter. It’s a romance.

Prayer is the language of heart
because real prayer deals with need, with
loneliness and sorrow, with thankfulness
and joy, with fear and dread. “No God,”
the mind insists. But the heart, in its
small, uncertain voice, cries “Oh God!
Omigod!” In that cry, if we can allow
ourselves to hear it, lies the beginning of
prayer.

Now take that distinction a step fur-
ther. The trek through the liturgy is in
fact a journey through four distinct
spheres of human experience. The
Jewish prayer book, it turns out, is more
in sync with modern beliefs than we
might think. 

Developmental psychologists now
speak of multiple intelligences, distin-
guishing kinesthetic intelligence from
musical ability, say, or logical reasoning
from emotional aptitude. Kabbalah
prefers to think of four parallel land-
scapes, each with its own symbolic lan-
guage and imagery, and each finding
expression in the prayer service.

To kabbalists, the reality we know is
rooted in assiyah (“doing”), the world of
the tangible, the physical. This is the
realm of the morning blessings that
launch our prayers, the ones that thank
God for our creature comforts and phys-
ical abilities.

Assiyah, too, is the dimension in
which our bodies take action, rising
when the ark is open, bowing, swaying

back and forth in the silent Amidah,
even prostrating ourselves in the High
Holidays Musaf service.  

The beating heart of prayer is found
in the world of yetsirah (“formation”), a
section of psalms that follows the morn-
ing blessings and opens us to our emo-
tions. The key word here is Hallelujah!
and the key expression is song. Yetsirah
is the home of what Martin Buber called
our “I-thou” relationship with God. It is
in yetsirah that we turn to the sacred
Other, whatever we understand that to
mean. But don’t think about it too
much. Sing! Your heart will understand.

The Barachu that follows takes us
into the world of beriyah (“creation”),
the realm of mind. The language here
speaks of the heavenly orbs, of light and
darkness, of the miracles of the universe.
We are rising higher now. We marvel at
creation, meditate upon it and begin to
merge with it.

Finally, Hear O Israel and the
silent Amidah take us into atzilut
(“emanation”), the highest and most
abstract of the four worlds. Atzilut is
the realm of spirit. Its language thrives
on mystery, contradictions and dissolu-
tion of boundaries. 

Our prayers don’t always “make
sense” because making sense is not
what we’re here for. Our journeys
through life are more complex than
that. And so our duty to the Days of
Awe, and to ourselves, doesn’t end with
procuring our tickets. We need more
than just assigned seats and receipts
that our synagogue dues are paid up.
We want a ticket to transformation, a
pass to the possibility that something in
us feels genuinely moved. 

As our synagogues open their door
to us, so may we open our own inner
doors to multidimensional experiences.
As the ushers show us to our seats, so
let us find a seat for prayer in our
hearts. c

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi and
Joel Segel are the authors of “Davening: A
Guide to Meaningful Jewish Prayer,” forth-
coming from Jewish Lights.

Putting the high back into the High Holidays
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High Holiday Services 2012 . 5773

Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad
Orthodox
95 Bellevue Road
Nashville, TN 37221
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
(615) 646-5750

First night of Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 16
6:30 p.m. Candle Lighting and 

Service
7 p.m. New Year’s Eve Dinner

(Dinner reservations required:
please visit www.chabad
nashville.com)

First day of Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 17
9 a.m. Morning Service
10:15–11:15 a.m. Children’s 

Service
11:15 a.m. Shofar Sounding
Noon Mussaf 
5 p.m. Tashlich Percy Warner Park

(Light candles after 7:30 P.M.) 

Second day of Rosh Hashanah
Tuesday, September 18
9:00 a.m. Morning Service 
10:15–11:15 a.m. Children’s 

Service 
11:15 a.m. Shofar Sounding 
Noon Mussaf 
7:28 p.m. Rosh Hashanah ends 

Yom Kippur Eve 
Tuesday, September 25
6:15 p.m. Light Yom Kippur 

candles 
6:15 p.m. Kol Nidrei Service 

Yom Kippur Day
Wednesday, September 26
9:30 a.m. Morning Service 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Children’s 

Service 
11:30 a.m. Yizkor Memorial 

Service 
Noon Mussaf 
3:30 p.m. The Inner Circle 
5:15 p.m. Mincha 
6 p.m. Ne’ilah Closing Service 
7:16 p.m. Havdalah Service & 

“Break the Fast” 

Congregation Micah
Reform
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.
Brentwood
615/377-9799
Rabbi Laurie Rice
Rabbi Flip Rice

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 16
7:30 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Service

Rosh Hashanah 
Monday, September 17
10 a.m. Morning Service followed

by a Tashlich Service 
3 p.m. Youth Service (5th grade –

high school)
3:15 p.m. Young Family Service 

(birth – 4th grade)

Afternoon services followed by 
a Tashlich Service and a 
Birthday Party for the World.

Kol Nidrei
Tuesday, September 25
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidrei 

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 26
10 a.m. Morning Service
1 p.m. Young Family Service 

(birth – 4th grade)
1 p.m. Youth Service (5th grade 

– High School)
1 p.m. Study session 
2 p.m. Healing Service
2 p.m. Study session: “From 

Middle TN to the Middle 
East” – Michael Ochs

3:30 p.m. Afternoon Service
5 p.m. Yizkor-Memorial Service,  

followed by Neilah – 
Concluding Service

Following Yom Kippur services,
we will break the fast as a 
community with food trucks 
serving various options.

Congregation 
Sherith Israel
Orthodox
3600 West End Ave.
Rabbi Saul Strosberg
(615) 292-6614

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 16
6:34 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:40 p.m. Evening Services

First Day Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 17
8 a.m. Preliminary Services 
9:30 a.m. Torah Reading
10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s Address/Shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
12:45 p.m. Lunch (Reservations 

Required)  
2:30 p.m. Tashlich at Richland 

Creek 
6:25 p.m. Mincha/Maariv
7:29 p.m. Earliest Candle Lighting

Second Day Rosh Hashanah
Tuesday, September 18
8 a.m. Preliminary Services
9:30 a.m. Torah Reading
10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s Address/Shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
6:25 p.m. Mincha/Maariv
7:26 p.m. Yom Tov ends

Erev Yom Kippur
Tuesday, September 25
6:30 a.m. Shacharit

2:30 p.m. Mincha
6 p.m. Late Mincha
6:21 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:15 p.m. Kol Nidre

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 26
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
10:15 a.m. Torah Reading
10:45 a.m. Rabbi’s Address
11 a.m. Yizkor
11:20 a.m. Musaf
4:15 p.m. Reading of the Names 
4:45 p.m. Mincha
6:15 p.m. Neilah
7:16 p.m. Shofar followed by 

Break-Fast

The Temple -
Congregation Ohabai
Sholom
Reform
5014 Harding Rd.
Rabbi Mark Schiftan
Rabbi Shana Mackler
(615) 352-7620

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 16
7:30 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Service

Monday, September 17
9 a.m. Family Service 
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov
10:30 a.m. Morning Service
12:30 p.m. Tashlich at the Creek

Kol Nidre
Tuesday, September 25
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidre Service

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 26
9 a.m. Family Service  
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov 
10:30 a.m. Morning Service 
12:45 p.m. Congregants Hour 
2 p.m. Afternoon Service 
3:15 p.m. Study Hour 
4:15 p.m. Yizkor and Concluding 

Service 

West End Synagogue
Conservative
3814 West End Ave.
Rabbi Kliel Rose
(615) 269-4592

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 16
6 p.m. Mincha/Mariv 
6:35 p.m. Candle Lighting 

First Day of Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 17
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
10:30 a.m. Blessing Babies Born In

Past Year
Noon Alternative Service with 

Michael Rose in the 
Goldstein Library

7:30 p.m. Candle Lighting 

Ktoni Service for Families with 
Young Children  
11 a.m. (up to 6 years old) - May 

Internet Cafe
11 a.m. Junior Congregation 

2nd-3rd Grade – Youth Lounge
4th-7th Grade – Hassenfeld 
Chapel
8th-12th Grade – Goldstein 
Library

(Babysitting/supervision will 
be available downstairs for 
children through 7th grade)

5:30 p.m. Mincha and Tashlich – 
Centennial Park Event 
Shelter. 

Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
Tuesday, September 18
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
11:45 a.m. Healing Service - 

Sacks East Chapel
6 p.m. Mincha

Family and Youth Services
11:00 a.m. Preschool-1st Grade – 

May Internet Cafe 
11:00 a.m. 2nd-7th Grade – 

Goldstein Library 
11:00 a.m. 8th-12th Grade – 

Youth Lounge
(Babysitting/supervision will 
be available downstairs for 
children through 7th grade)

Kol Nidre  
Tuesday, September 25
6 p.m.  Mincha
6:21 p.m. Kol Nidre/Candle
Lighting Time 
Blessing of the past year’s B’nai
Mitzvot

(Babysitting/supervision will be
available downstairs for children
through 7th grade)

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 26
9:30 a.m. Shacharit
11 a.m. Services for Families with
Young Children 

Ages 3-4 – Room 107
K-1st Grade – May Internet 
Café

11 a.m. Junior Congregation
2nd-3rd Grade – Hassenfeld

Chapel
8th-12th Grade – Goldstein 
Library

Noon Alternative Service in 
Goldstein Library with Gerry 
Hausman

(Babysitting/supervision will be
available downstairs for children
through 7th grade)
3 p.m. Study Session with 

Professor Jack Sasson
4 p.m. Mincha
5 p.m. Congregants Talk
5:45 p.m. Yizkor
6:15 p.m. Neilah
7:22 p.m. Sounding of the Shofar

Followed by community 
break fast (reservations 
required)
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HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

Our wishes to friends and family 
for them to have the realization for a vibrant
New Year along with the Renewal of dreams. 

Good health would help too. ☺
Dr. Fred and Martha Goldner

FROM OUR FAMILY TO
YOURS.

WISHING YOU A
SWEET AND 

BLESSED NEW YEAR!
Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther,  
Tzivi, Bassie, Levi, Chana

and Sarah Tiechtel

Wishing my family
&  friends a year 

of good health 
& happiness 

Betty Kirshner

L’Shana 
Tovah-

Tikkatevu
Jackie and

Howard Tepper

Shana 
Tova

Gene and 
Reva Heller

May the New Year bring peace,
prosperity and a world filled
with laughter and love. 
May you be inscribed for 
a sweet and good year!

Your friends at
Congregation Beit Tefilah and Chabad of Nashville

Wishing you a year 
of blessings and peace.

Shanah Tovah
u’Metukah!

Shana & James Mackler
Hannah and Sylvie

L’shanah Tovah, 
best wishes for a happy
and healthy New Year.

Lisa Silver
Music Director/Cantorial Soloist

Congregation Micah

From Our Family to Yours!
L’Shana Tovah

Eric, Anne, Ellie, Lindy 
and Mimi Goldstein

L’Shana tovah Tikatevu
VeTechatemu

May you all be inscribed and 
sealed in the book of life.

We wish you all a year of health,
peace, and deep spiritual fulfillment.

Rabbi Kliel Rose, Doris Kosmin, Toviel, 
Kolya, Aziza and Yedidya Kosmin-Rose

Rabbi Mark and 
Harriet Schiftan, and our
children Ari, Sarah Rose,

and Jacob Schiftan
wish each and every one of
you a happy, healthy, and 

peaceful New Year.

Rabbi Saul Strosberg and
Daniella Pressner & 

Cantor George Lieberman, 
extend warmest wishes for the
New Year, in the spiritual and
material senses, to our entire

community, to all Israel 
and mankind, for a year 

of blessings - 5773.

L’Shana Tova
A Healthy and 

Happy New Year
from the Rice Family

to our Nashville
Community.

May G-d bless you 
with all your hearts 
desire for the good!
Have a happy and 

healthy sweet new year!

Rabbi Shlomo and 
Nechama Rothstein

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

Leslie, Howard,
Alison, Andrea &
Jamie Kirshner

Have a 
Healthy, Happy

New Year!

MERYL AND KEITH 
KRAFT

Shana Tova 
Umetukah
Bobbie & Alex

Limor and Family

Have a Happy 
and Healthy 

New Year
Risa, Drew, Vivian 
and Tess Herzog

Wishing all our
Friends in the

Community a Happy
and Healthy New Year

Steven, Esther, Evan
and Jordan Remer

Le-Shanah 
Tovah Tikkatevu

Barbara & Ted
Mayden
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Best wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy New Year

Judy Saks 

Carrie and Garrett Mills

With Gratitude to such a Generous, Spirited,
Supportive and Loving Jewish Community. 

Thank you to all and wishes for a Very 
Happy New Year!

Happy New Year
Marcia and Lee

Stewart

Rosh Hashanah Greetings!
Leon Tonelson

West End
Synagogue
Wishes You

A Very Happy
New Year

May your name
be written in the
Book of Life

3810 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN  37205

615-269-4592
www.westendsyn.org

L’Shana Tova to all of 
our new friends in Nashville…

Thank you so much for your warm
welcome over the past year.

We are so pleased and proud 
to be a part of this wonderful 

Jewish community!

Mark S. Freedman 
and Leslie J. Klein

Have a Happy and 
Happy New Year!

Kathy Carlson

Have a Happy
and Healthy
New Year

The Ducklo Family

Have a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

Carolyn, Larry & Mark Levine
Sammy & Tzipi March

La Shana
Tova

Robert & Fran Lenter

Have a Happy 
and 

Happy New Year!

Gwen and Frank Gordon and Family
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We Wish 
the Community 
a Very Happy 
and Healthy 
New Year.
From 
The Amsels
The Hanais
The Kogans

SHEPARD’S CATERING
Very Happy to Serve You!

615-356-2472
615-305-9438

May the Holiday Season
bring you Peace

and Good Health.

Goldie, Mark & Polly Shepard
Jennie, Brad & Evan Zagnoev

5773

Le-Shanah
Tovah 

Tikkatevu

Sherith Israel

La Shana
Tova

Steve & Sandra Hecklin



16 August 24, 2012 The Observer

EVERYTHING’S
BETTER IN RED

7066 HIGHWAY 70 SOUTH
646-1400

WWW.REDSPIRITS.COM
HWY 70 AT OLD HICKORY BLVD

Spirits,Wine 
and More 

Happy Rosh Hashanah!

By Dasee Berkowitz

N
EW YORK (JTA) –
Children beginning to
acquire language face
some amusing obsta-
cles. Confusing basic
words is one of them. 

My son, for example, loved to
stretch out his arms and tell me about
something that was the biggest or the
best “... in the whole wide word.” My
heart smiled every time.

There was something telling in his
mistake.

Jewish tradition is no stranger to
the link between words and the world.
Words have great power. We recite each
morning in the liturgy, “Blessed is the
One who spoke and the world came
into being” or “Baruch she’amar v’haya
ha’olam.”Words are more than signs.
They have the ability to create. They
are intrinsically holy. As S. Ansky
relates in "The Dybbuk," “every word
that a man speaks with sincerity is the
Name of the Lord.”

For children, words describe what is
concrete around them (“book,”
“banana,” “car”) and communicate their
most basic needs (“water,” “pee”).  

As adults, our relationship with
words grows much more complex. We
use words to build relationships (“I love
you”) and to break them down (“You’re
fired”). We use them to direct people,
manage situations, reflect and pray. We
also use words to chart our future behav-
ior. We make promises and vows (in
Hebrew called “neder”). Rabbi Jonathan

Sacks comments on the meaning of a
neder by saying, “When we bind our-
selves by words, we are using language
not to describe but to create – to create
an orderly future out of the chaos of
human instincts and desires.”

No one knows this more than some-
one who is trying to stop some addictive
behavior and makes a vow (“I will eat
less sugar, I will stop smoking”), or who
wants to create reliable work habits (“I
will get that report to you on time”) or
build a relationship with others (“I will
marry you”). Our promises to ourselves
and to others guide our behavior and can
shape our future.

Sacks continues, “What is unique to
humans is that we use language to bind
our own future behavior so that we can
form with other human beings bonds of
mutuality and trust.” The care with
which we choose our words is at the core
of building relationships, family lives,
communities and a just society. When
we speak, our words can be relied upon.
When we promise to do something, oth-
ers know we will follow through.

But even with our best intentions,
we fall short in many ways.

Yom Kippur is our time to reflect on
the year that has passed and all the ways
we wished we could fulfill the promises
and nedarim we made.

One of the central aspects of the
Yom Kippur liturgy is the confessional
prayer, or vidui. In a chant audible only
to ourselves, we beat our chest and recite
a litany of missteps that begin, “We
sinned before you ...” Hardly an exhaus-
tive list, it represents the whole alphabet

of sins (it starts with aleph and ends with
tav). It is striking how many times that
sins related to speech appear.

“We have sinned against you
through idle chatter/ the way we talk/
foul speech/ foolish talk/ gossip/ speaking
ill of others/ everyday conversation”--
and the list goes on. The sheer number of
sins on the list calling us to consider our
speech confronts us to recognize that our
talk is cheap. Far from holiness, we use
our words to fill the silence at best and
malign people at worst. Once sensitized
to our overall use of speech, we can go a
step deeper and consider another trans-
gression mentioned in the confessional
prayer: “We have sinned against you
through empty promises”(Shvuot Shav).

Time and again we have said that we
will do something and don’t follow
through. Slowly, these empty promises
erode trust that binds people and com-
munities together.

I have a personal practice every
High Holidays season. Instead of
sinking into the feeling of
“where to begin” with the
project of self-improve-
ment presented by the
High Holidays, I start
small by picking one
character flaw and
focusing on correct-
ing it. One year it was
my struggle with being
late, so being on time
was my focus. Another
year I felt like my
friendships were fading
into the background of my

recent marriage, so I focused on investing
more energy into friendships. 

Last year, aware that there were
many things I did not complete, my vow
was to “keep my word.”It was an amazing
experience. I learned to measure my
words. I wasn’t the first to volunteer for
projects that I knew I couldn’t complete.
And the ones to which I did commit, I
was devoted to the end. By becoming
more conscious about keeping my word,
I worked to make my world a little bit
more reliable. I certainly have more
work to do in this area. 

Maybe my son, in his innocent con-
fusion, was onto something when he
mistook “word” for “world.” By keeping
our word, we keep our world together.

This Yom Kippur, let us be more
conscious of our words, their intrinsic
holiness and their powerful potential to
create a better world. c

Keeping our word, improving the world 
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By Jamie Geller

(JTA) – So this is where it all
comes together – all the thought, all the
planning, the testing. And the tasting,
the tasting and the tasting. (That’s the
best part.)

A simanim-inspired menu brings
added challenges, but also adds a level of
meaning to your Rosh Hashanah meal.
Simanim – literally it means signs or
indicators – are meant to point the way
to improved circumstances. 

For the past few years, I have using
the opportunity as a Rosh Hashanah
conversation starter with my kids during
our cooking and prep time together. My
guests, my kids, my guests’ kids – every-
body loves identifying which simanim
are on the table openly or “hidden” as an
ingredient. Our discussion takes on a
special yontif energy that only comes
with Rosh Hashanah.

In the coming year, may all of your
meals be cooked to perfection – nothing
burns, nothing is soggy or falls apart.
May it be a year of culinary delights and
taste bud adventures! And may you and
your loved ones eat in good health, hap-
piness, sweetness and peace.

GEFILTE FISH CAKES WITH
HORSERADISH SAUCE

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes, plus 30 minutes

chill time minimum
Ready time: 30 minutes
Servings: 8

Ingredients:
1 loaf frozen gefilte fish, defrosted 

(22 ounces) or 1 jar (24 ounces), 
drained

1/2 cup diced red bell pepper
1 small red onion, diced
2 celery stalks, diced
1 1/2 cups light mayonnaise, divided
4 tablespoons chopped dill
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1 egg
1 cup coarsely crushed matzah
Canola oil for frying
1 lemon, juiced
4 tablespoons prepared horseradish

Preparation:
In a large bowl combine gefilte fish,

peppers, onions, celery, 1/2 cup mayon-
naise, dill, salt, pepper, egg and matzah

and stir well to combine. Using slightly
wet hands, scoop ¼ cup and form into
patties. Place on a sheet pan and refrig-
erate for 30 minutes before frying.

Heat oil in a large saute pan over
medium high heat. Fry patties in batches
for 3 to 4 minutes per side or until gold-
en brown. (Can be kept warm in the
oven at 250 degrees).

In a small bowl, combine remaining
1 cup mayonnaise, lemon juice and
horseradish; stir. To serve, plate 2 cakes
on a small plate and garnish with a table-
spoon of horseradish sauce.

Continued on page 19

Sign of the times: Menu inspired by 'simanim'
brings meaning to Rosh Hashanah meal
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s e r v i c e ,  s e l e c t i o n ,  a n d  v a l u e

NASHVILLE WINE & SPIRITS

4556 Harding Rd in the Belle Meade Plaza 
(Lower level, next to Kroger)

Mon-Thurs & Sat 8:30 am-9 pm • Fri 8:30 am-10 pm 

615.292.2676

for celebrations

Fine kosher wines for welcoming 
a good and sweet year.

Meet your next
favorite wine…

Join us for a 
complimentary tasting 
every Friday, 5-7 pm.

(Special discounts apply to all wines tasted.)

And
throughout
the new year.

30 Burton Hills Blvd. 
Suite 300
Nashville, TN 37215

615-665-9200   
www.robinsins.com

Robins 
Insurance  
Agency, Inc.

LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO  
TAKE YOU IN A   

NEW DIRECTION?

�������������

HAPPY 
ROSH

HASHANAH
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

Belle Meade Premium Cigar & Gifts

Nashville, Tennessee

4518 Harding Road

615-297-7963 • Open 7 days a week

Mon.-Sat.: 9 am - 8:30 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 6 pm

Belle Meade Plaza Shopping Center

4518 Harding Road

615-297-7963 • Open 7 days a week

Mon.-Sat.: 9 am - 8:30 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 6 pm

Belle Meade Plaza Shopping Center

Davidoff

Padron

Zino

Litto Gomez

CAO

Tatuaje

Fuente

Cohiba

&

more...

Davidoff

Padron

Zino

Litto Gomez

CAO

Tatuaje

Fuente

Cohiba

&

more...

Happy
New Year

Menu inspired by 'simanim' brings meaning to Rosh Hashanah meal
Continued from page 1

BRISKET IN WINE SAUCE

Nothing compares to the rich flavor of
brisket, plus this recipe couldn't be simpler
to prepare; a guaranteed crowd-pleaser.

Prep time: 9 minutes
Cook time: 3 hours
Ready time: 3 hours, 9 minutes
Servings: 8

Ingredients:
1 (2 1/2-pound) beef brisket, thick-cut
1 tablespoon paprika
1/2 teaspoon basil
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
3 medium onions, sliced
2 cloves garlic, peeled, halved
1 1/2 cups ketchup
1 1/2 cups dry red wine
1 1/2 cups water

Preparation:
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Rinse

brisket. Place in roasting pan. Rub papri-
ka, basil, salt and pepper into meat.
Scatter onions and garlic over meat.

In a medium bowl, mix ketchup,
wine and water. Pour over brisket. Cover
pan tightly with aluminum foil, tenting
so that the foil does not touch the meat.
Bake, covered, at 325 for 3 hours, or
until a digital instant-read thermometer
inserted into the center of the brisket
reads 190 degrees for well done.

Let stand 5-10 minutes before slic-
ing diagonally, against the grain. Serve
warm; pass pan juices in a sauce boat.

HONEY CHICKEN

A tasty and economical way to feed a
crowd during the holidays, this chicken dish
is sweet but never cloying. Despite its name,
this chicken is not too sweet. The olive oil,
soy sauce, garlic and pepper temper the
honey perfectly.

Prep time: 5 minutes
Ready time: 5 minutes
Servings: 4

Ingredients:
1 chicken, about 3 1/2 pounds, cut into 8
pieces
3/4 cup honey
1/4 cup soy sauce
1/4 cup olive oil
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon black pepper

Preparation:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Lightly

grease a 9- by-13-inch pan with nonstick
cooking spray. Rinse chicken, pat dry
and place in prepared pan. In a small
bowl, mix together honey, soy sauce,
olive oil, garlic powder and pepper and
pour over chicken. Bake, uncovered, at
375 for 1 hour until slightly browned.

SPICY SAUTEED LEEKS AND
SPINACH

Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Ready time: 50 minutes
Servings: 10

Ingredients:
6 leeks, white and light green parts only,
cut into 1/4-inch rounds, then halved
4 tablespoons olive oil
10 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons crushed red pepper
1/2 cup white wine
1 bag baby spinach (20 ounces)

Preparation:
Heat oil in a large saute pan over

medium low heat. Add leaks, cover and
cook for 25 minutes, stirring occasional-
ly. Stir in garlic and red pepper flakes.
Add wine and spinach and increase heat
to medium. Cover and cook 4 minutes
more, tossing occasionally, until spinach
is wilted.

CARROT APPLE MINI 
CUPCAKES WITH NON-DAIRY

CREAM CHEESE ICING

This recipe makes 10 mini cupcakes,
which makes for the perfect little sweet treat
at the end of the meal. But if this is all you
are serving for desert, you may want to dou-
ble this recipe so each guest can enjoy 2 mini
cupcakes.

Prep time: 12 minutes
Cook time: 18 minutes
Ready time: 30 minutes
Servings: 10

Ingredients:
1/2 cup plus 1 tablespoon all-purpose 

flour
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
4 tablespoons margarine
3 tablespoons brown sugar
2 tablespoons granulated sugar

1 egg
1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
3/4 cup grated carrot
3/4 cup grated apple

Icing:
1 package non-dairy cream cheese, 

softened (8-ounce package)
2 tablespoons honey
2 tablespoons confectioners sugar

Preparation:
Preheat oven to 375. Line a mini

cupcake baking sheet with 10 cupcake
liners or lightly grease with baking spray.

In a small bowl, combine flour, cin-
namon, baking soda and salt and whisk
to combine.

In the bowl of an electric mixer fit-
ted with the paddle attachment, com-
bine margarine and sugars and beat
until light and fluffy. Add egg and
vanilla and mix until com-
bined. Add carrot and apple
and mix until moistened.
Add flour mixture and mix
just until combined.

Distribute batter evenly to make 10
mini cupcakes. Bake 15 to 18 minutes or
until a toothpick inserted in the center
comes out clean. Let cool 10 minutes
and then remove from pan to a wire rack
to cool completely.

For the icing: Whisk together non-
dairy cream cheese, honey and sugar
until smooth. Frost the top of each cup-
cake with a heaping tablespoon. c

(Jamie Geller is the author of the best-
selling “Quick & Kosher” cookbook series,
creator of the Joy of Kosher with Jamie
Geller magazine and host of the popular
Quick & Kosher cooking show. Recipes
and menu ideas are found at
joyofkosher.com.)
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Bobbie Limor Catering
Bobbie Limor has unique and varied menus to help you plan 
your special occasion. Her client-friendly service will help 

assure the success of your simcha. In addition,
Bobbie can help with flowers and linens.

Trust your event to Bobbie from a Simple Kiddush, Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Luncheon, Wedding or Elegant Multi-course Banquet.

356-4045

SHANA TOVA UMETUKAH
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ACROSS

1. Land of Evita, plus the actual 
country, abbr. 

5. Technical reqts., as in arch., eng. 
10. HEAD, PRECEDES 

‘HASHANAH’ 
14. Tide with lowest lunar pull 
15. Job’s friend
16. Culture starter for farmers
17. Very special person
18. Curve type, abbr.
19. Type of random-access memory
20. ADMONITION TO 

YOUNGSTERS ABOUT TO 
LEAVE SANCTUARY?

23. What students may do before an 
exam

24. Govt. group that keeps airports 
and stations secure

25. An inert gas
28. Request 
31. SOON TO BE READ: ABOUT 

_ ____ OF MILK AND HONEY
35. Shout from shareholder to broker
37. The late great Jewish-American 

actor ___ J. Cobb
39. Busy honey maker 
40. REACH OF TIME: FIRST 

THROUGH TENTH OF 
TISHREI (5 words) 

44. Long cosmic period
45. Small kid 
46. Marine gastropod mollusk
47. ONE _____ ON SHABBAT AND

YOM TOV
50. IT’S A MIRACLE!
52. Underscores it is so
53. Regret
55. Heap
57. FIRST COURSE AT MANY A 

YOM TOV DINNER (3 words, 
reverse order)

64. Public green grounds, in Grenoble
65. Reference to reggae, music by 

Morley and Matisyahu
66. Musician Atkins, Mr. Sandman
67. Tel Aviv menu entry word-end, 

following “Bif” 
68. The Third Man genius actor
69. Ripped
70. Minyanim
71. Lights often used for storefront, 

exterior illumination
72. “Sakhah,” in English

DOWN

1. Years, in Monterrey
2. Monthly payment for an apartment
3. Greek name for Earth’s 

personification
4. Frisky young horse (2 words)
5. Philly area’s transit system
6. Blood fluid
7. Emerald Isle
8. Blacken steak or fish
9. Undermine a group or principles 

(contracted)
10. Mischievous child
11. Sendak drew, spun tales on more 

than one
12. Adult women, in Andalusia
13. “It wasn’t her, it was ___!”
21. Familiar name of golfer Palmer
22. “That certainly __ _ shame!”
25. Showy flower
26. Do a garden task over
27. Small woodland open spaces
29. Agenda or program
30. Lock needs it
32. Alleviate
33. You can buy a car ___ __ used
34. Paula, the TV cooking star, and 

family
36. Explosive
38. Hours in Hoboken
41. Actor Knotts
42. “Hurry up – __ ___ is lost!”
43. Shakespeare’s plays are always in 

____ ____
48. Semis, for example
49. Dine
51. “Don’t ____ __ the floor! Use your

napkin instead!”
54. Philistine city, one of the Five
56. ____ Raichel, Israeli singer-song

writer, and namesakes
57. Fill, as at dinner
58. Michael ____, Israel’s Ambassador 

to the U.S.
59. Animal’s nostril
60. Oil company of bygone era
61. Food or Alaskan breed
62. Zeus’ wife
63. You, plural, in Hebrew 
64. San Francisco time

It’s Head of the Year 5773
© 2012, Bernard Mann / Legacy Crosswords

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Solution to puzzle on page 25
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Contact
Carrie Mills

615.354.1699
or e-mail

carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Reach the Entire 
Jewish Community

of Middle Tennessee
We know that you will want to be 

included in this issue.  Advertisers who 
contract an 1/8 page ad or larger 

can contact us for inclusion in 
articles pertaining to your business.

Publication Date: October 26, 2012
•

Ad Deadline: October 19, 2012

Advertise In

Entertaining 
& Dining Out 
Issue 2012
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DK Ideas
produces events

with personality
Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and all your simchas.
From party design and décor to coordination of 
the last detail, DK Ideas will create the perfect 
atmosphere - a unique, personal expression that
brings your celebration to life.

At DK Ideas, we believe life is worth celebrating!

DK Ideas   •    615-804-8438
diane@dianekimbrough.com

DK Ideas

“Every last detail was an amazing tribute to Eleanor’s uniqueness 
and love for nature. You captured her very essence over an over again.”

Thank you!,
-Rachel Koch, Congregation Micah

L’Shana Tova

HAPPY ROSH HASHANAH

GJCC Adult Softball Team is
Runner up in the 2012 Warner
Park Adult Softball League 

A
n Evening of Sholom
Aleichem,” a one-man
show starring National
Public Radio personal-
ity Murray Horwitz,
will be presented by

NPR and the Gordon Jewish
Community Center on Sunday, Sept. 9.
The one-evening show starts at 7:30 p.m.
at the GJCC. 

Aleichem was born Sholom
Rabinovitz in 1859 in Ukraine, the My
Jewish Learning web site states.  He
became well known for his writing in
Yiddish about everyday people and has
been called the Jewish Mark Twain.  He
created the character Tevye the Milkman,
who was celebrated later in “Fiddler on
the Roof.”  Horwitz recreates Aleichem’s

humor in his solo performance.
Horwitz’s career in the arts includes

writing the Broadway musical “Ain't
Misbehavin’ ” and the lyrics for John
Harbison’s “The Great Gatsby” at the
Metropolitan Opera.  He also originated
the NPR comedy quiz “Wait,
Wait…Don’t Tell Me!” 

He has served as director and chief
operating officer of the American Film
Institute’s Silver Theatre, vice president of
cultural programming for National Public
Radio, and NPR’s director of jazz, classical
music and entertainment programming.
His written works include television, film,
and theater projects and he has received
20 ASCAP songwriting awards.

Currently, Horwitz may be heard on
NPR’s evening news program All Things

Considered and as a panelist on the same
network’s word game show, “Says You!”
which will be presented at TPAC on
Sept. 8 and 9.

For tickets to “An Evening of
Sholom Aleichem,” visit www.wpln.org.

Tickets also can be purchased at the
GJCC.  For more information about the
event and on how to attend a reception
with the artist, contact GJCC Adult
Director Meryl Kraft at (615) 356-7170
or meryl@nashvillejcc.org. c

NPR personality presents ‘An Evening of Sholom Aleichem’

Happy Rosh Hashanah
From Your Friends At Ibiza

Mezuzahs

Seder Plates

Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvah

Judaica Paintings

Judaica Jewelry

Bridal Registry

A Place of Discovery
6025 Highway 100

www.ibizafinegifts.com / 615.279.8000

T
he Gordon Jewish
Community Center’s adult
softball team finished sec-
ond in the 2012 Warner
Park Men’s Softball League
Tournament.  The team

came out of the losers’ bracket of the dou-
ble elimination tournament.  The cham-
pionship game was played on July 27 with
the GJCC losing to Redeemer 8-7 in 7
innings.  The GJCC was lead by Ryan
Small’s pitching efforts and Dave
Kellman’s 3 run home run.  This is the
sixth year in a row that the team has won
the title or finished runner up.

The softball season runs from April
to July. The GJCC had two teams in the
league this year.  While the team is cer-
tainly competitive, Coach Andy
Neuman said that’s not what it’s all
about. “We’re out there for fun, fellow-
ship and exercise,” he said. “Winning is
great, but it’s more about the journey,
and how hard we’ve all worked together
to get there, than the hardware but the
trophy is nice.”.

If you are interested in joining the
GJCC adult softball team, contact Andy
Neuman at 255-8666 (work), or 516-
9540(cell). c
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lifecycles

The 2013
Guide

to Jewish
Nashville

to hit the
stands soon

Be sure to be a part 
of this annual issue.

Deadline for ads is 
November 30, 2012

Contact Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail

carrie@nashvillejcc.org
fax 615-352-0056

B’nai Mitzvah
Zachary Joseph Babat will be called

to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on Saturday,
Sept. 1, at 11 a.m. at
The Temple –
Congregation Ohabai
Sholom.

Zach is the son of
Jackie and Brett Babat.
His grandparents are
Michael and Judy Babat
of Buffalo, N.Y., Dan Klein of New
Haven, Conn., and Jill Ross of Sarasota,
Fla.

Zach’s Mitzvah project is helping to
alleviate hunger by organizing and par-
ticipating in a Freerice.com team. 

Zach is in the 8th grade at

University School of Nashville. His spe-
cial interests include playing the drums,
sax, piano and guitar; downhill skiing
and the Nashville Predators.

Tyler Jacobs will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on Saturday, Sept. 8, at
11 a.m. at The Temple
– Congregation Ohabai
Sholom.

Tyler is the son of
Gail and Jeff Jacobs.
His grandparents are
Bernice and Joel
Gordon and Lynn and
Jim Bean of Nashville and Diane and
Alvin Jacobs of Blufton, S.C.

Tyler’s mitzvah project will focus on
donating books and sporting equipment
to the Charles Davis Foundation for
underprivileged youth.

He is in the 7th grade at University
School of Nashville and his special interests
include soccer, lacrosse, basketball, track,
spending time with friends and camp.

Births
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Weitzman of

Gainesville, Ga., are pleased to
announce the birth of their son, Jacob
Paul Weitzman, on July 17. Jacob is the
brother of Taylor Bartlett. Proud grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Alan Shook of
Atlanta and Mr. and Mrs. Leon
Weitzman of Nashville.

Professional briefs
Michael Aurbach, professor of art

at Vanderbilt University, is the fea-
tured American artist in the summer
issue of World Sculpture News, which
is published in Hong Kong. The cover
story includes 22 images of his sculp-
ture and performance art. Aurbach was
recently honored with the Barbara
Ritzman Devereux Artist Grant, which
will provide support for simultaneous
solo shows of his work at the
Jacksonville Museum of Contemporary

Art and the University of North
Florida in spring 2013.

Sympathy
…to the family of Mr. Leonard

Seloff, who died on August 19. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 58 years, Charlotte
Davis Seloff; children Sharon Seloff
(Moises) Paz, Eileen Seloff Rosenblum,
and Herb (Diane) Seloff; grandchildren
Raanon (Erica) Gal, Sivan (Yehoshuah)
Krupnick, Tamar (Daniel) Hyman, Jacob
Seloff, Jeremy Seloff, David Paz and
Aliza Paz; six great-grandchildren: Judah
Gal, Maayan Gal, Moshe Tovia
Krupnick, Tehillah Krupnick, Rena
Krupnick and Meir Hyman; brother and
sister-in-law Ted and Phyllis Seloff; sister
Evelyn Beyer; sisters-in-law Barrie
(Alden) Kirshner, Ellen (Steve) Dansky,
and brother-in-law Ned (Mickey) Davis.

Mr. Seloff was born in Passaic, N.J.,
and graduated from Vanderbilt
University in 1953 with a degree in
chemistry.  He served his country in the
United States Navy aboard the U.S.S.
Curtiss AV-4 as its damage control offi-
cer.  He witnessed the testing of several
atomic and thermonuclear devices at
Eniwetok Atoll in the Pacific in 1954-55. 

Mr. Seloff ’s first career, in the
women’s retail business with the Davis
stores and shops in Middle Tennessee
and southern Kentucky, began when he
and Charlotte returned to Nashville in
1957.  In 1983, when Davis Stores
closed, he began a second career as a
financial advisor for then Prudential,
now Wells Fargo. He never retired from
the second career.

He was a longtime member of West
End Synagogue and active in the
Nashville Jewish Community, serving
on many committees and the boards of
the Nashville Jewish Federation and as
president of the Gordon Jewish
Community Center.  

Memorial donations may be made to
the Morris and Sylvia Davis Family
Designated Fund for the West End
Synagogue at the Jewish Foundation,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Nashville,
Tenn. 37205; the Religious School
Enrichment Fund at West End
Synagogue, 3810 West End Ave., or the
charity of your choice .

Zachary Joseph
Babat 

Tyler Jacobs 

Belle Meade Plaza
4548 Harding Rd.

Nashville, TN 37205
615-269-3288

bellemeadejewelry.com

HAPPY ROSH HASHANAH

Read the Observer 
online at 

www.jewishobservernashville.org
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MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206T

he GJCC TigerSharks
youth swim team finished
their summer strong,
improving their times and
earning points at the
Nashville Swim League

Annual City Meet.
Their summer was capped off with

the team’s participation in the the
Annual City Meet, a weekend event
where hundreds of young swimmers com-
pete for the gold against others in their
age groups.  The main goal of this meet
is for swimmers to improve their person-
al best times and to represent the GJCC
TigerSharks as a team. 

Led by Coach Amy, Coach Josh and
the assistant coaches, 55 TigerSharks
swimmers competed throughout the
weekend and placed fifth overall, compet-
ing against teams with 100-plus swimmers. 

Every TigerSharks swimmer beat
their personal best times. High point
winners were Leo Wiston, who took sec-
ond place in the 6-and-under age group;
Zachary Kammer, who took fifth place in
the 8-and-under group; and Tyler
Fernandez, who took third place in the
9- and 10-year-olds group. Many other
swimmers were in the top ten in their
age group.

The TigerSharks Program has bene-
fited from the January 2011 start of the
Year Round TigerSharks Swim Team.
More than 32 swimmers who swam this
past weekend participate on the YRST
and posted greatly improved times and
strokes.  YRST swimmers who scored
points for the TigerSharks at the City
Meet were Ally Solomon; Eliana Reizer;
Lindy, Mimi and Ellie Goldstein; Austin,
Zachary and Mason Kammer; Janet
Briggs; Anna and Sasha Bukengolts; Iris
Hanai; Evan Boiling; Anna Claire
Calvert; Teddy Friedman; Emma Rudy
Srebnik; and Celia and Leo Wiston

Join the team! Regardless of your
swimmers’ experience or ability, we have
a spot for them! 

For more information on joining the
TigerSharks, go to the TigerSharks page
following the link on the GJCC web site,
www.jccnashville.org. c

GJCC TigerSharks 
end amazing season

Solution to Puzzle 
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NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.

Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

Alan Sissel  646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REGENCY MANAGEMENT CO.
Keith Kraft & Morris Kraft

Rentals ~ Residential ~ Commercial
95 White Bridge Rd. ~ Nashville TN 37205

…for over 45 years
352-1448                mkkraft@aol.com

REAL ESTATE

FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)
Synergy Realty Network

C. 615.351.7333
FranklinPargh.com

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251

Brentwood, TN 37027
Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Luxury Living in Nashville
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Jackie Karr, REALTOR
Website: www.JackieKarr.com
Email: JackieKarr@gmail.com

Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333
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celebrating

Rosh Rosh 
HashanahHashanah

Items & Prices Good August 24 Items & Prices Good August 24 
thru September 18, 2012thru September 18, 2012

4560 Harding Road & 4560 Harding Road & 
2131 Abbott Martin Road2131 Abbott Martin Road

Nashville, TNNashville, TN

Red Delicious 
Apples 159

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball or 
Soup Mix
Select Varieties, 4.5-5 oz

2$5

Kedem Tea 
Biscuits
Select Varieties, 3.8-4.5 oz

2$1Yehuda 
Memorial 
Candle
3 oz

99¢ Manischewitz 
Pancake Mix 
Select Varieties, 6 oz 299

Kroger 
Honey
12 oz

2$5 2$5 2$5
With Card With Card With Card

for for for

for

for

lb

Lipton Soup
& Dip Mix
Select Varieties, 1.9-2.4 oz

Manischewitz
Noodles
Select Varieties, 12 oz

Kedem
Grape Juice
Select Varieties, 64 oz 699 Yehuda 

Gefi lte Fish
Select Varieties, 24 oz 599Streit’s 

Matzo 
Select Varieties, 11 oz 329

With Card

With Card

With Card With Card With Card

With Card With Card With Card
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has been 
bringing our
community 
the latest 
Jewish news 
and features 
from Nashville
and beyond 
for more than
70 years. 

With all the talk about failing newspapers, we want
to assure you, once again, that we plan to be

appearing in your mailboxes on a regular basis. In addi-
tion, we now are online at www.nashvillejewishobserver.org,
in an easy-to-read format. But, as with most things, our
costs are rising, especially for printing and mailing. We
continue to look for ways to reduce our expenditures in
whatever way we can.

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Now, more than ever, our annual OBSERVER PATRON
CAMPAIGN could spell the difference between an
8-page paper or a 12-16-page paper; between only black
and white photos or color photos; between no national
or international/Israel features or ample coverage of the
issues that affect our Jewish community, here and abroad.

The Observer brings you Lifecycles, information
about all of our congregations and organizations, about
community programs, interesting people and events.
This is not available anywhere else in Middle Tennessee,
because it is OUR community newspaper.

PLEASE HELP US KEEP ALL 
THE NEWS FLOWING TO YOU.

In this issue, you will find an envelope with
which you can make a tax deductible donation 

to the Observer Patron Campaign. 

There are several categories:

Publisher for $150

Editor for $100

Reporter for $50

Actual cost for $25

THANK YOU!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR MANY MORE YEARS


