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JEWISH NASHVILLE

WELCOME
MESSAGE FROM ERIC STILLMAN
As the Executive Director of the Jewish
Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee, I want our Jewish
community to be a big tent that is open
and inclusive. Recognizing that our greatest
resource is the people who make up our Jewish
community, I think it is important that we reach
out and engage the broadest cross-section
possible throughout Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. I want to help all the members of
our Jewish community see themselves as part
of our extended family. The goal is not to make
everyone think, look, or act the same. Rather,
the goal is to help everyone feel a part of our
people, acting together from shared common
values. This brochure is a special welcome for
all the LGBTQ individuals and families in our
community. I hope you find this LGBTQ Guide
to Jewish Nashville and Middle Tennessee
helpful with a listing of Jewish organizations,
their welcoming statements, and contact
information. Our embrace is meant to be broad
and inclusive. Simply put, everyone counts. We
are stronger together, and we are more vibrant
from our diversity when we welcome all the
members of our community.
Best wishes,
Eric Stillman
Executive Director
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
Eric@jewishnashville.org
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Akiva School is a community K-6th school that is committed to maintaining
a diverse population with regards to its socio-economic, denominational, and
cultural composition. We strive to foster a love of learning that supports our
children’s social, emotional, spiritual and intellectual growth. It is founded on
helping children deepen their curiosity, morality, perseverance, communication,
collaboration, and creativity. As the only Jewish Day School in a 200 mile radius,
ensuring that every family feels included and welcomed is at the heart of who we
are and what we do.
AKIVA SCHOOL

809 Percy Warner Boulevard | Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 356-1880 | www.akivanashville.net

BBYO strives to welcome all Jewish teens, regardless of background,
denominational affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic status,
including those with a range of intellectual, emotional, and physical abilities.
BBYO has a licensed social worker on staff as a full-time Director of Inclusion
to oversee the inclusive programming and services being offered. Their job is to
work with the regional staff throughout the year to ensure that they can provide
inclusive experiences. We provide teens with a one-on-one aide when necessary at
conventions, provide accessible transportation, secure appropriate rooming, and
more.
“The first place I ever felt truly included was BBYO, and after 5 years, I am
filled with pride over BBYO’s commitment to making every teen everywhere feel
included. From gender neutral bathrooms for LGBTQ teens to fidget devices to
help teens who have trouble focusing, BBYO went above and beyond to provide an
inclusive space for every single participant. If this is the future of the movement
and the Jewish people as a whole looks like, I have never been more excited.” Dalia D. Pacific Western Region
SKYLAR HAAS

BBYO CSR Regional Director,
Nashville BBYO/Teen Director
Gordon Jewish Community Center
801 Percy Warner Boulevard | Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 354-1659
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Congregation Micah offers creative and diverse ways to celebrate Jewish life
using the rich beliefs and practices of modern Reform Judaism as its foundation.
We have adopted the words of Micah (6:8), the Biblical prophet and civil rights
advocate, as our congregation’s message of equality and welcome for all: “Do
justly, love mercy, walk humbly with thy God.”
Micah is a place where everyone - families, singles, interfaith couples, and the
LGBTQ+ community - all feel comfortable exploring Jewish life. Our congregation
warmly opens its doors to all for weddings, life-cycle events, and services. Our
Shabbat services begin at 6pm on Fridays and 10:30am on Saturday mornings.
Seeking justice and practicing mercy, we humbly invite you to come laugh, eat,
sing, pray, and learn with us.
“Congregation Micah will always be our spiritual home, even from afar. When we
think of Micah, we think of a supportive, inclusive community. From Interfaith
Seders to women’s circles, from celebrating LGBTQ+ milestones to offering shelter
to those in need, Micah doesn’t discriminate, and the community has a strong
commitment to social justice. “ –Piper Panzeri and Emily Davies
CONGREGATION MICAH

2001 Old Hickory Boulevard (Hwy 254) | Brentwood, TN 37027
P (615) 377-9799 | F (615) 377-7996 | www.congregationmicah.org

The Gordon JCC is at the center of Jewish life in Nashville. Located on a beautiful
52-acre campus, it provides recreation, education, social and cultural activities
for close to 2,000 member families, as well as the entire Nashville community.
Our community center is built on Jewish values and delivers Jewish cultural
content and programs. At the Gordon JCC, we don’t assume that everyone is the
same; and so, we try to meet our members “where they are.” We serve a wide
range of individuals and families. We are among one of the first centers of our
type in the region to include same sex couples and families as members and
warmly welcome those families in our pre-school and after-school programs. We
have a diverse staff, including LGBTQ+ in various positions across the J, including
leadership roles.
We offer a range of welcoming programs, including Under One Roof, an
experimental art exhibition that involves diverse organizations across Nashville
to produce artwork based on themes such as “Welcoming the Stranger” and
“Reflection, Remembrance, Resilience” and celebrates the Jewish fall harvest,
Sukkot. Our center helps sustain a community where people, across all
backgrounds and generations, can learn, play and connect.
GORDON JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

801 Percy Warner Boulevard | Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 356-7170 | www.nashvillejcc.org
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We support hospitals and youth villages in Israel and have strong advocacy
efforts in the US. Our top 4 focus areas are: health, medical research, support of
Israel and social justice. Hadassah strongly opposes all efforts-whether through
legislation, referendum or constitutional amendment-that would selectively limit
or deny civil rights to LGBTQ Americans.
Women are invited to join as members and men as associates.
HADASSAH, THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION
OF AMERICA, INC.

Nashville@Hadassah.org
FB: Hadassah Nashville
www.Hadassah.org

Jewish Family Service has been providing adoption services to the LGBTQ
community in Nashville and Middle Tennessee since 2002. Over the past 17 years
there are 49 children who have been originally adopted and 105 second-parent
adoptions which have been finalized in the LGBTQ community through JFS.
The agency is well known for our welcoming stance toward LGBTQ adoptive
individuals and couples. We don’t look at a prospective adoptive individual or
couple as gay or straight, we look at them as a potential loving and supportive
forever family for a child.
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE COUNSELING

Our social workers are LGBTQ affirming, knowledgeable and sensitive to the needs
of LGBTQ individuals. We accept private health insurance and Medicare. Slidingfee scale based on the client’s ability to pay may also be available.
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE

Contact Jewish Family Service to begin your adoption journey or to schedule a
counseling appointment at (615) 354-1644.
www.jfsnashville.org
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The Jewish Federation of Nashville is the central voluntary communal organization
of the Jewish community. Through its fund-raising and community relations
efforts, either independently or in partnership with other Jewish organizations, the
Federation works to promote the general welfare, viability and cohesiveness of the
Jewish community of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and to ensure the continuity
of the Jewish people, locally in Israel and around the world.
We believe in b’tzelem Elohim, the idea that we are ALL created in the image of G-d,
and tikkun olam, the idea that each of us bears an individual responsibility to make
the world a better place. We are Jewish Nashville, and we welcome ALL with pride!
JEWISH FEDERATION & JEWISH FOUNDATION
OF NASHVILLE & MIDDLE TENNESSEE

801 Percy Warner Boulevard | Suite 102 | Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 356-3242 | www.JewishNashville.org
GET INVOLVED TODAY

NowGen, Young Professionals Under Age 40
Carolyn Hecklin Hyatt
CarolynH@jewishnashville.org
(615) 356-1650
Adult Engagement, Adults Over 40
Michal Becker
Michal@jewishnashville.org
(615) 356-1696
Volunteer Opportunities
www.jewishnashville.galaxydigital.com
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National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is inspired by Jewish values through
working to improve the quality of life for women, children and families. NCJW
takes a progressive stance on issues such as women’s rights and child welfare.
NCJW Nashville Section’s 490 members are involved and volunteer in service to the
community in a number of ways. The Nashville section is a proud supporter of the
LGBTQ community and is excited to participate in this year’s Nashville Pride.
ABBEY BENJAMIN

Program Director

NCJW, Nashville Section
Info@nashvillencjw.org

Our mission is to live lives with meaning by bridging the divide between the
traditions which we inherited and the world which we encounter and to enable the
Jewish way of life to thrive as we embrace Am Yisrael with open arms.
Our mission is to be an open community to our fellow Jews and all people, by
welcoming all who enter our doors without judgment, bringing the beauty of
the Torah into the lives of whoever is interested through learning programs and
sharing our most uplifting as well as our most difficult moments.
Our mission concludes with passion. We have to love what we do, love what we
stand for, believe deeply that all we do is for God, for the Torah, and for the Jewish
people.
CONGREGATION SHERITH ISRAEL

3600 West End Avenue | Nashville, TN 37205
(615) 292-6614
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The Temple is a welcoming and Inclusive congregation: we have a diverse
membership from singles to married and same-sex couples, interfaith and
intercultural families, newcomers and natives, families with children, midlifers
and senior adults. We honor and cherish all of our members and families no
matter what their background–Jewish or non-Jewish, traditional or interfaith. We
work hard to connect our members to one another through our programs such
as ‘Next Dor’ for young adults and couples ages 22-40, Passover Seders around
the city including the LGBTQ Community, W.E.L.L. (Women Engaged in Living and
Learning), JACS (a support group for addictive behaviors), and much more.
Our congregation continues to deepen and expand our commitment to making
our city a better place for all people. The Boulevard Bolt, Room in the Inn,
our booth at Pride, social action initiatives & drives, interfaith programs and
leading community conversations on issues of immigration, criminal justice and
transgender rights, all help make our community stronger. Our clergy and staff are
available and accessible to meet your lifecycle and pastoral needs in both times of
joy and celebration and times of difficulty and hardship.
THE TEMPLE – CONGREGATION OHABAI SHOLOM

5015 Harding Pike | Nashville, TN 37205

(615) 352-7620 | www.templenashville.org

Vanderbilt Hillel is proud to be an open and accepting organization that happily
welcomes students of all genders, sexualities, and identities to experience
Jewish campus life. Hillel regularly offers egalitarian religious services, diverse
social programming, and a variety of social justice opportunities for the 1000
Jewish undergraduates at Vanderbilt University. Recognized as an outstanding
community partner by The K.C. Potter Center / Office of LGBTQI Life, Hillel regularly
hosts LGBTQI Shabbats that feature engaging dinner conversations between
student participants.
VANDERBILT HILLEL

2421 Vanderbilt Place | Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 322-8376 | www.studentorg.vanderbilt.edu/vuhillel
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West End Synagogue is committed to blending tradition and change as we
welcome families of all ages and backgrounds. As part of the Conservative
Movement, our congregation offers a full range of Shabbat and holiday services
as well as the only egalitarian daily minyan (mornings and evenings) in town to
provide for the spiritual needs of the entire Jewish Community of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. We are dedicated to promoting both family and community
through Limud (study), Tefillah (study) and Tzedakah (acts of justice and loving
kindness). Come and visit us. Our doors are always open!
WEST END SYNAGOGUE

3810 West End Avenue | Nashville, TN 37205
Linda Sisselman, Membership Coordinator: linda@westendsyn.org
(615) 269-4592 | www.westendsyn.org
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(615) 356-3242
info@jewishnashville.org
Jewishnashville.org
@jewishnashville
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