
November 16, 2015 
 
To members of our community from our staff & board: 
 
At this time of devastating losses in France, we offer thoughts from Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
in Boston and the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) 
 

“We are horrified and, saddened at the terrorist attacks that killed and critically injured scores of 
innocent people in Paris. 
  
These attacks, carried out by Islamic extremists, struck at the very core of one of the world’s 
great cities, with targets including young adults enjoying a concert, families attending a soccer 
match and couples dining at cafés. They were an assault on every person who believes in 
freedom and the dignity of life. 
 
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the murders; the third time in 10 days they have done so. 
The attacks occurred less than two weeks after a suspected bomb blew apart a Russian civilian 
jet, killing 224 people, including 24 children, and less than 72 hours after two bombings in busy 
Beirut neighborhoods killed more than 40 people.  
 
Islamic extremism has many names and offshoots – Hamas, Hezbollah, al-Qaeda, ISIS – but they 
share the same goals: destruction, murder and hopelessness.  
 
As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks writes in his book, Not in God’s Name, “to invoke God to justify violence 
against the innocent is not an act of sanctity but of sacrilege. It is a kind of blasphemy. It is to 
take God's name in vain.” 
 
The Islamic extremists’ depraved worship of violence and death challenges us all.  
 
On Friday night, President Obama said the Paris attacks were “not just on the people of France, 
but … on all of humanity and the universal values that we share."’ 

 
We join with people of good will around the world who mourn the loss of life in the recent violent 
attacks as we struggle to find positive ways to confront violence and hate. 


