
 

 

 

BeMidbar (Numbers): Leadership Defied and Defended (Melton)  

Israel's fateful journey through the wilderness of Sinai presented numerous challenges to the leadership of 

Moses and Aaron; at times the nation challenged their competence as leaders, and at times individuals arose 

to challenge their very right to lead. This new Melton Scholars course will survey the dramatic events of the 

fourth book of the Torah, Sefer BeMidbar, through analysis of biblical texts, artwork and related 

commentaries, old and new. As students explore the biblical narratives describing forty years of wandering in 

the wilderness, they will be surprised to note the timeless nature of those stories. How can the lessons 

learned from the past be applied to solving the communal challenges of the present and the future? BeMidbar 

introduces significant literary tools often used by scholars in the study of the Bible, and invites participants to 

revisit and rethink commonly held beliefs about the perceived heroes and rebels of the biblical narrative. This 

course represents the fifth of seven courses that make up the Shiv'im Panim: Seventy Faces of Wisdom 

Scholars curriculum series. 

Instructor: Ellie Miller  

Congregation Bet Ha’am  

Tuesdays, 9:00am-10:30am  

20 Sessions, Nov 1- April 4  

Course fee: $350 includes reader, Tanakh (Bible) required 
 

Rhythms of Jewish Living (Melton)  

What’s the point of living Jewishly? What ideas, beliefs, and practices are involved? This course examines a 

wide variety of Jewish sources to discover the deeper meanings underlying Jewish holidays, lifecycle 

observances, and Jewish practice. For the Portland class, discussion will be geared more towards young 

families, those in interfaith marriages, those on the conversion path, and anyone else wanting to gain 

fundamental understanding of Judaism. The Portland class is also subsidized by a grant from a private family 

foundation to cover free babysitting and dinner for participants and their children. 

Portland Instructor: Ellie Miller  

JCA, 57 Ashmont Street. Portland 

Mondays, 5:30pm- 7:00pm  

25 sessions, Sept 12- May 8  

Course fee: $350 includes reader, babysitting & dinner. Tanakh (Bible) required  

 

Brunswick Instructor: Abby Halpern  

First Parish Church,  

Thursdays 6:30pm-8:30pm  

29 sessions, Sept 15- May 11  

Course fee: $375 includes reader, Tanakh (Bible) required 
 

From Sinai to Seinfeld: The History of Jewish Humor Jewish (Melton)  

A treasure of irresistible jokes from the Israelite relationship with God to the growing divide between cultural 

and religious Judaism in the early 21st century. Treating Jewish jokes as text, the course invites students to 

analyze and interpret the evolving concerns, styles, rhythms, preoccupations, and values of the Jewish people 

that lie buried deep in words that make us laugh as Jews, and that bond us as a people. 



Instructor: Rabbi Carolyn Braun  

JCA, 57 Ashmont Street. Portland 

Wednesdays, 7:00pm-8:30pm  

10 Sessions, March 15 – May 23  

Course Fee: $250 includes reader 
 

Holocaust Studies: Primo Levi “Book Club”   

Participants will read seminal works of Primo Levi's experience in and of the Shoah. Though Levi won the 

Nobel Prize in Chemistry in the 1950's, his literary work has long garnered enormous attention, praise and 

deep study. Few witnesses have written as comprehensively about the Holocaust. The 'scientific' ethos of 

much of the texts addresses and confronts the reader with reality. Levi rarely attempts emotional description. 

The writing, however, is so clear, direct and elegant, so free of literary flourish but so rich in content and 

context, that one is free to feel the range of emotions appropriate to the narratives. One book will be assigned 

each month for five months, in specific order: 1) Survival at Auschwitz (originally If This Be a Man) 2) The 

Reawakening 3) Moments of Reprieve 4) The Periodic Table 5) The Drowned and the Saved (misc.: the 

occasional Primo Levi poem as 'warm-up' and gift) 

Instructor: Anna Bat Chai Wrobel  

JCA, 57 Ashmont Street. Portland 

Wednesdays, 6 pm - 8 pm November 2, December 7, January 4, February 1, March 8  

Course Fee: $100, limited enrollment 
 

Holocaust Studies: Holocaust Cinema   

View and discuss rare, esoteric, and non-typical films depicting the Shoah and related aspects of World War II. 

Some films were made in Europe within a few years after the war, others within a couple of decades. Foreign 

films will, of course, have English subtitles. Likely films include: I Was Nineteen (1968) - German / Conrad Wolf, 

director (DEFA - East Germany), Rotation (1949) - German / Conrad Staudte, director (East German), The 

Search (1948) - American / Fred Zinnemann, director, Angry Harvest (1985) - German / Polish / Agnieska 

Holland, Shop on Main Street (1965) - Czech / Jan Kadar, Elmar Klos, directors, Europa, Europa (1990) - Polish / 

German / French / Agnieska Holland 

Instructor: Anna Bat Chai Wrobel  

JCA, 57 Ashmont Street. Portland 

Wednesdays, 6 pm - 9 pm October 26, November 30, December 21, January 25, March 1  

Course Fee: $100, limited enrollment, drop-in possible. 
 

Siamese Mah Jongg  

In this class you will learn how two people can play Mah Jongg. Have you ever wanted to play Mah Jongg and 

couldn't find enough players? Playing Siamese Mah Jongg is the answer and will greatly expand your playing 

opportunities. These lessons are for individuals or twosomes who are confident in their ability to play Mah 

Jongg and want to learn a variation of this challenging game. Siamese Mah Jongg is catching on in the Mah 

Jongg community and you might find pictures of people playing it on Facebook. Siamese is very stimulating, 

exciting, and a lot of fun. An even number of 4 -10 players are required to run this class 

Instructor: Sharon Ash Tancredi  

JCA, 57 Ashmont Street. Portland 

Wednesdays, 6 pm - 8 pm September 21, 28 and October 5, 2016  

Course Fee: $20, 2016 National Mah Jongg League card required. 


