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Welcome to our second quarterly edition of MOSIAC—a publication for those involved in making our 
Jewish community a more welcoming and supportive place for people with special needs.   

PAWPRINTS ON YOUR HEART 
When Bella and Gigi put up their paws to give high-
fives to Horwitz Family House residents, everyone 
was charmed. These well-trained dogs, brought to  
Horwitz House in October by Dr. David Cohen and  
Susan Tuchler, are most companionable. They love to 
be petted, play fetch, snuggle, and romp—all of which is 
greeted with open arms, enthusiasm, and the occasional 
doggie-treat. Interacting with calm and well-trained 
dogs is known to be beneficial for adults with intellectual 
disabilities. It is especially beneficial in tandem with 
peers, volunteers, or trained staff. The warm interactions 
help promote empathy and compassion, increase the 
desire and ability to connect socially with others, and 
reduce social anxieties.

SENSORY GARDEN AT MANDEL HOUSE 
You can close your eyes and experience the textures, smells, and sounds of our 
sensory garden at Mandel House. The garden is a focal point this time of year when 
we harvest the food that we have grown from seed and use it for key ingredients 
in healthy meals. Volunteers from Beth Jacob Congregation of Irvine help our  
residents interact with nature, allowing them to develop life skills and increase 
self-confidence in the garden. 

The big news is that we are currently taking applications for Mandel House. To  
express interest, or to apply for our Jewish Residential Homes, families should  
complete an interest form at JewishOC.org/specialneeds. If your family would like a 
personal tour or further information, please contact Reega Neutel MSW, at Reega@
jffs.org or 949.435.3460, ext. 332.

THE PICNIC BASKET
“Summer afternoon” is one of the sweetest phrases in the English 
language, conjuring memories of times past. Thanks to Herb and  
Barbara Cohen, our Horwitz Family and Mandel House residents made 
memories of their own at our annual picnic on September 30, 2018—
soaking up the last days of summer in Lake Forest. We tossed around 
a Frisbee, demolished a piñata, and relished the delicious summertime 
fare on our picnic table. Everyone left with an Angels-themed “goody 
bag” and a smile.



JEREMIAH SOCIETY NEWSFEED
by Sheldon Lacher

This special time of the year gives us an  
opportunity to reflect upon what we are grateful 
for and to help those in need. We’ve enjoyed 
many programs over the summer and into the 
fall. Read about our summertime fun and take 
a look at the upcoming calendar of events. 
We appreciate your continued assistance 
and participation in Jeremiah programs.

Don’t forget, it is especially important that we 
reach out to potential new members and 
volunteers. Please contact Sheldon Lacher (562.221.1785 or sheldonla@aol.com) or Reega Neutel 
(714.614.3183 or reega@jffs.org) about how you can help and for more information.

JFFS JEREMIAH SOCIETY EVENTS IN REVIEW

  

DJ AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL: DJ George returned for a fun dance and 
sing-a-long, and Josh the Magician provided wondrous and hilarious 
 magic tricks. We enjoyed a gourmet Ice Cream Sundae Social Buffet 
 with volunteers from JFFS Solomon Society. 

  

PICNIC and NEXTGEN MINI MISSION: We had a blast of a picnic with  
NextGen volunteers who engaged with our members and assisted with 
a multitude of games and discussions. As part of the event, Jeremiah 
Society members were given the opportunity to share their inspirational 
personal stories. A kosher picnic lunch and a Beatles sing-a-long led by 
Dr. Gary Bruss were enjoyed by all!

  

HIGH HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE: Gilah Andruiser, volunteers from 
Chabad of North Irvine, and Jewish Women Connect led a spirited 
“High Holiday Experience.” Members shared their personal holiday 
experiences in an open discussion group led by Reega Neutel, MSW. 
With volunteer support, members also participated in a medley of 
activities, including decorating flags for Simchat Torah; making a 
sukkah out of graham crackers, marshmallow fluff, and gummy 
green leaves; and preparing a traditional Rosh Hashanah tasting 
plate of challah with honey, pomegranate seeds, and ginger honey 
cake with sliced apples. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING JEREMIAH SOCIETY PROGRAMS
We welcome you to volunteer at any Jeremiah Society event. Here are the events happening this quarter:

THANKSGIVING TABLE 
Sunday, November 18
Let’s gather in the true spirit of togetherness by sharing a delicious Thanksgiving tasting 
plate with all the trimmings. Learn about the mitzvah of giving thanks!

CHANUKAH: LIGHT A CANDLE 
Sunday. December 16
Celebrate the season with Rabbi Engel at Heritage Pointe. We’ll have a traditional latke 
lunch, light candles, and learn the story of Chanukah! You get to take home a Chanukah 
goodie bag too! 

DANCING WITH OUR STARS
Sunday, January 20
Join us for an annual extravaganza where you get to put on your dancing shoes, don your 
best clothes, and learn how to tango and waltz with volunteer ballroom instructors. Don’t 
miss this exciting dance competition for families with special needs and their friends!

MORE UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS – SAVE THE DATE
COMMUNITY SHABBAT DINNER: November 9, 2018
Beth Jacob Congregation of Irvine is hosting a community Shabbat services at 5 p.m. and Shabbat  
dinner at 6 p.m. Families with special needs are all welcome to share in blessings, challah, and  
togetherness. 

SHABBAT SERVICE IN HONOR OF JDAIM: February 1, 2018 at Shir Ha-Ma’alot

SUN, SURF, AND SAND
As the temperature increased to 78 degrees, our team of 27 college 
student volunteers greeted our special guests with water bottles 
and enrolled them in their designated group for a day of supervised 
fun on August 26, 2018, at Newport Beach. The groups were color- 
coded into the Red Sharks, Blue Dolphins, Green Turtles, and Yellow 
Angelfish. The program began with a photo op, snack bags, and  
name tags for over 50 guests with special needs. Rotations  
included recreational activities, Frisbee golf, volleyball, bean bag  
toss, sand art bottles, and a sand building competition on the  
water’s edge!

After a kosher boxed lunch in the shade, we were entertained with a magic show where guests 
participated in hands-on magic tricks. Warm handshakes and goodbyes were exchanged with new 
friends and mentors! Guests were given a complimentary colorful bag of treats and a cupcake for 
the ride home. What fun at the beach—do not miss this event next year!

YOU’RE INVITED: We want to extend an invitation to join the growing circle of people who participate in  
Jeremiah Society. Join our Jeremiah Society family and expand your circle of friends! Contact Sheldon Lacher 
at 562.221.1785 or sheldonla@aol.com with questions about Jeremiah Society.



WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
It was through Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’alot’s Bar Mitzvah “Mitzvah Project” that Dustin Cooper 
came to the Jeremiah Society. His natural connection with members was effortless, whether it was 
one-on-one or group interactions, facilitating expression, or arts & crafts. Dustin’s trust, respect,  
approachability, and willingness to interact cemented his relationship with members and volunteers. 
Dustin also developed special brotherly bond with long-time Mandel House resident, Marvin A.

As Dustin now leaves for college in England, we wish him the best and thank him for his extraordinary 
work. We look forward to seeing him on breaks!

Volunteers Needed: JFFS Volunteers are vital to the ongoing success 
of JFFS Special Needs Services. We are seeking friendly, compassionate 
volunteers who are willing to donate their time to enrich the lives of 
adults with special needs. Contact us today to schedule an interview, and  
together we can determine how you would best be able to help! To apply, 
go to our website: jewishoc.org/specialneeds

Friends and Mentors: Build one-to-one friendships that improve the  
quality of life for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Join us at the movies, on the basketball courts, for dinner club, on a hiking  
trail, or any other place where you can brighten someone’s day. 

Special Event Volunteers: With a focus on inclusion, independence, 
and growth, we help adults with special needs to reach their highest  
potetial. A big shout-out to students from Hillel, from these schools: 
Chapman, Fullerton, UC Irvine, Cal State Long Beach, UC Berkley, 
UC Davis, UC Santa Barbara, UC Riverside, UC Los Angeles, and USC.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
1. Make a contribution to JFFS 

Special Needs Services
2. Donate a gift from our wish list
3. Volunteer in one of our  

enrichment programs for  
families with special needs

BUILDING FUTURES: DONATE 
Although we collaborate with Regional Center of Orange 
County for our Jewish Residential Homes, these monies 
are not enough to cover the costs of the enrichment  
programs and services that we provide. Private donations 
are vital—allowing us to fill this gap and ensure our ability 
continue to deliver quality services.


