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The Jewish Federation of Ocean County
wishes everyone a happy, meaningful and safe Purim.

Purim occurs on 14 Adar which this year is on Monday night-Tuesday, March 2-3.
See page 8 for more information about Purim.

Local News - see pages 4 and 5
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Where We Need to Fight

TS ‘

By Keith Krivitzky, Managing Director
Jewish Federation of Ocean County
keith@ocjf.org
www,jewishoceancounty.org
www.jewishoceancounty.org/donate
732.363.0530

ret Stephens recently gave a
Bspeech at the 92nd Street Y in

New York City in which he said
this, according to the JTA:
In a speech that described antisemites
as an “axis of the perfidious, the despo-
tic, the hypocritical, the cynical, the de-
ranged and the incurably stupid,” Bret
Stephens asserted that supporters of the
Anti-Defamation League and other Jewi-
sh defense groups should largely aban-
don their current strategy for combating
antisemitism and instead redirect their
resources toward strengthening Jewish
life itself.
Stephens, the conservative New York Ti-
mes columnist and founder of the Jewish

And that means addressing
more than antisemitism ...
We need to stand up and call
out hate in all its forms.

thought journal Sapir, said antisemitism
is largely impervious to appeals to tole-
rance, reminders of Jewish and Israeli ac-
complishments, or mandatory Holocaust
education.

Instead, he called for large-scale invest-
ment in Jewish day schools, cultural ins-
titutions, philanthropy, media, publishing
and religious leadership, arguing that the
infrastructure already exists but lacks su-
fficient scale and coordination.

“What we call the fight against antisemi-
tism, which consumes tens of millions of
dollars every year in Jewish philanthropy
and has become an organizing principle
across Jewish organizations, is a we-
ll-meaning, but mostly wasted effort,”
Stephens said, delivering the annual
“State of World Jewry” address at the
92nd Street Y in Manhattan. “We should
spend the money and focus our energy
elsewhere.”

Bret Stephens is an important voice and a
sharp commentator on world affairs, the
Jewish world, and Israel. And in this cri-

tique, he is both right...and wrong.
He is right in two ways.

First — We absolutely need to be inves-
ting in Jewish education and identi-
ty-building. Our community, especially
young people, need to feel pride and feel
connected to something meaningful and
special, larger than themselves.

(Without going too far down a rabbit
hole, this is what traditional Jewish edu-
cation has often gotten wrong and Cha-
bad gotten right — that building Jewish
identity stems from positive connections
and feelings, rather than rote learning or
bar/bat mitzvah prep, though there is a
role for both.)

And we need to invest more in the kinds
of experiences that help instill this strong,
positive connection — though supporting
Jewish camping and day schools and Is-
rael experiences and PJ Library. (Which
we do, to a degree.)

Second — The other thing Bret Stephens
gets right is that our traditional approa-
ches to countering antisemitism haven’t
worked. Holocaust education, as it has
been practiced, hasn’t served as inocu-
lation against antisemitism or hate. And
our “defense” organization strategy

doesn’t seem to be working. Trying to
reach and reform the haters out there
isn’t an effective strategy.

But this is what Bret Stephens gets wrong
— there is a strategy which works...and it
is one that we have been practicing and
encouraging in Ocean County. Let’s en-
courage those who stand up to the haters
to do so and create more space and positi-
ve reinforcement for others to do so. We
want to reduce the oxygen available for
those who want to spew hate.

And that means addressing more than
antisemitism, though this is a unique and
insidious form of hate that can be readily
masked. We need to stand up and call out
hate in all its forms. This is our message
through the anti-hate activities and Stu-
dent Leadership Conferences we provide
in conjunction with Ocean County, and
this is the focus of our Heroes Against
Hate awards.

We need to make sure that these messa-
ges — and both what Bret Stephens gets
right and what he got wrong — are appre-
ciated elsewhere beyond Ocean Coun-
ty. So spread the word. And thanks for
your ongoing support of our efforts.

Rooted & Renewed

By Rav Chaim Respes
Temple Beth Or, Brick
www. TempleBethOrBrick.org

his past winter, | was blessed to re-
I turn to Eretz Yisrael. Walking the
ancient stones of Yerushalayim
and visiting communities across the land
stirred deep reflection. Israel is not me-
rely a place: it is a living tapestry of ha-
lachah, history, and the Jewish soul. And
as I stood beneath olive trees whose roots
reach deep into our collective memory, I
began to see an unexpected thread con-
necting the land itself to Tu BiSh’vat and
the upcoming festival of Purim.

Tu BiSh’vat, our Rosh HaShanah La’ila-
not — the New Year of the Trees — invites
us to reconnect with the cycles of life and

Reflections on Israel, Tu BiSh’vat, and Purim

growth. The Mishnah teaches that trees
are obligated with bikkurim (first fruits)
after a full cycle of years, underscoring
how time and nature merge in Jewish law
and life (Rosh Hashanah 2:9). Modern
halachic authorities such as Rav Moshe
Feinstein and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auer-
bach have emphasized tza’ar ba’alei
chayim (preventing cruelty to animals)
and ecological sensitivity as inherent
Jewish values, connecting Tu BiSh’vat’s
agricultural observance with a broader
ethic of care. Tu BiSh’vat is more than
a date on the calendar — it is a moment
to appreciate our interdependence with
the land, with the fruits it bears, and with
each other.

In Israel, that lesson is vivid. From the
orchards of the Galil to the vineyards
of the Shfela, the land responds resi-
liently to rain and sun. I felt the words
of Rav Kook, who taught that the phy-
sical landscape of Eretz Yisrael reflects
and nurtures spiritual renewal. Rav Kook
saw Tu BiSh’vat as a metaphor for the
blossoming of Jewish identity itself — a
reminder that even after long seasons of

May we open our hearts to
the hidden growth within
us and around us, giving
thanks for every small
blossom of blessing.

exile, we are called to bloom again.

Yet, just as the almond buds push throu-
gh winter’s chill, so too does the Jewish
calendar quickly turn toward Purim — a
festival of hidden miracles and public
joy. The Megillah tells us that Haman
“plotted to destroy” but that Adar “in-
creased joy” (Esther 9:22). Modern com-
mentators like Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”1
have pointed out that Purim uniquely
celebrates human partnership with the
Divine: Hashem is nowhere named in
the Megillah, yet His presence is found
in every twist of fate.

When seen through this lens, Purim and
Tu BiSh’vat form a shared spiritual arc.

Tu BiSh’vat roots us in gratitude for li-
fe’s hidden processes — the quiet growth
beneath snow, the unseen work of roots
preparing for spring. Purim then invites
us to recognize the hidden hand of God
in our communal and personal narrati-
ves. Just as the almond tree blossoms be-
fore leaves appear, so too do the hidden
salvations in our lives often precede our
awareness of them.

During my recent trip, I had the profound
responsibility of chaperoning a group of
Jewish teenagers who spent meaningful
time with Israeli teens still living in the
shadow of October 7. Over the course
of several days, they spoke honestly and
painfully about how the atrocities of that
day continue to shape their sense of sa-
fety, identity, and future — more than two
years later. And yet, what emerged again
and again was not despair, but hope. Our
teens listened as their Israeli peers arti-
culated a determination to live fully, to
love deeply, and to believe stubbornly in
tomorrow. American teens visited Hosta-
ge Square, where Israelis of all ages ga-

Continued on page 3
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Jewish Community Calendar - March 2026

Compiled by the Jewish Federation of Ocean County based on submissions from the
event hosts — Events can be submitted at www.jewishoceancounty.org/calendar. Most
of the Jewish Virtual University webinars are emergent with only a few days’ notice
and are updated on the page www.jewishoceancounty.org/jvu and our facebook page
facebook.com/jewishocean.

Monday, March 2 — Taanit Esther (Fast of Esther)
Monday night-Tuesday, March 2-3 — Purim
Tuesday night-Wednesday, March 3-4 — Shushan Purim

Monday, March 2, 12:00 Noon — Across Oceans, Across Cultures: Jewish Refuge
in East Asia and the Role of JDC — JDC China, with Professor Fred Lazin, see
www.jewishoceancounty.org/jvu for details

Tuesday, March 3, 1:00 PM (and every Tuesday) — Grief After Loss Group led by
Rita Sason, Jewish Family and Children’s Service, virtual online, 732-363-8010

Thursday, March 5, 12:15 PM (and every Thursday) — Torah with the Times: Ti-
meless Torah, Timely Wisdom; study and discussion of the weekly Torah portion
with Rabbi Isaiah Rothstein, see www.jewishoceancounty.org/jvu for details

Thursday, March 5, 1:15 PM (and every Thursday) — Queering the Parsha: A Wee-
kly Study Group toward an LGBTQ+ Perspective on the Weekly Torah Portion,
with Rabbi Nikki DeBlosi, Ph.D., a Laasok program cosponsored by Keshet and A
Wider Bridge, see www.jewishoceancounty.org/jvu for details

Thursday, March 5, 7:30 PM (and the first Thursday of every month) — Caregivers
Group led by Rita Sason, Jewish Family and Children’s Service, virtual online, 732-
363-8010

March 13-14 — Refugee Shabbat (coordinated through HIAS)

For information, contact the event host or see related publicity in this issue of The
Jewish Journal.

Rooted & Renewed
Continued from page 2

WWW.0ocjj.net
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thered — parents, grandparents, soldiers,
and students — each carrying stories of
loss, fear, and unyielding faith. Standing
there, our teens heard how hope does not
erase pain but grows from it. Rabbi Jona-
than Sacks taught that Jewish hope is not
optimism that things will turn out well,
but the courage to believe that our ac-
tions still matter. In those conversations,
and in that sacred space, our teenagers
witnessed hope taking root in real time
— fragile, honest, and resilient, like a tree
that continues to grow even after being
scorched.

What binds these moments — the blosso-
ming tree, the joyful reading of the Me-
gillah, the shared meal and mishloach
manot — is the affirmation that Jewish
life is a cycle of resilience. We plant, we

wait, we hope, and we celebrate. As we
approach Tu BiSh’vat and prepare for
Purim, may we open our hearts to the
hidden growth within us and around us,
giving thanks for every small blossom of
blessing.

Chagim sameach, and may this season
renew strength, joy, and a deepened love
for our land and our people.

The Jewish Journal is pleased to host a
monthly Rabbi Column, rotating among
our community s pulpit rabbis. The views
and opinions expressed are those of the
writer, and do not necessarily reflect tho-
se of The Jewish Journal, the Jewish Fe-
deration of Ocean County or the authors
Congregation.

Jewish Federation of Ocean
County is now on Facebook

Like us at:
www.facebook.com/jewishocean

Give Every Month

Support all the efforts of Jewish Federation of Ocean County
and Jewish Family and Children's Service:
Combatting Hate
Serving our Holocaust Survivors

Connecting our Community with News and
Programs

®  HelpingJews in Need Locally & Globally

Be a GEM like:

Dr. Jill and Douglas Collier
Mark Hauerstock

Steven Katz

Pam & Morris Ligorski
Janett & Ronen Rotem
Harriet Selinger

Alan Baum
Fran Gimpel
Mary Jassie
Keith Krivitzky
Susanne Mars
Haya Rubin

ADD YOUR NAME HERE

Arrange automatic payments on your credit card
or send in a monthly check

Contact JFOC office by calling 732-363-0530

or send your pledge to:
1235A Route 70, Lakewood, NJ 08701
or https://jewishoceancounty.org/gem

Holocaust Survivors Alert

If you are a Holocaust Survivor who has never applied for
compensation, or was turned down previously, there are new
funds and guidelines. For more information, you may call the

Claims Conference in NY at 646-536-9100 or go to their
website: www.claimscon.org. Click on survivor resources,
then click on compensation programs. They have a

FAQ (frequently asked questions) section which should be

read prior to applying.
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Congregation B’nai Israel, Toms River, Marks the Return of the Last Hostage

or some 840 days, a chair draped
Fwith an Isracli flag sat on the bi-

mah at Congregation B’nai Israel
in Toms River. Along the walls of the
sanctuary, stretching into the social hall,
were posters with the faces and names
of some 250 men, women and children.
Together, they served as a reminder to all
congregants and visitors of the massa-
cre perpetrated by Hamas on October 7,
2023, and the unresolved issue of those
taken captive and held under horrifying
conditions in Gaza.

But little by little, the number of posters
dwindled, until at last only one remained,
that of Ran Gvili, a master sergeant in the
Israeli Defense Forces. And on Friday
evening, January 30, the poster was gone
and the flag was removed from the bimah
in a special Shabbat service, marking the
return on January 26 of the remains of
Sergeant Gvili and the start of the period
when he could finally be mourned by his
family, friends, and fellow Israelis and
Jews.

Rabbi William Gershon coordinated and

led the memorial during the Shabbat
service, which included prayers, songs
and a solemn passing of the folded flag
among congregants lined up along the
center aisle of the sanctuary.

Rabbi Gershon acknowledged the pain
and suffering that came with the attac-
ks and the hundreds of days since, when
both the living and dead were in captivity
at the hands of Hamas. “Since October 7,
the Jewish people, all of us, have been
living in something like what we call
aninut,” Rabbi Gershon said. “That’s
that kind of in-between period from the
time when you find out about the dea-
th of a loved one, until you become an
aveil, a mourner. It’s a very difficult time,
and we feel that pain and the need that
we’ve been holding out as a people for
the captives to all be returned. Because
without closure, without burial, without
resolution, our hearts and our soul are
just ripped apart.”

He went on to acknowledge the selfless-
ness of Sergeant Gvili, 24, who belonged
to an elite police counterterrorism unit.

Chaim Respes, Rabbi

Temple Beth Or
welcomes you
to join us!

We pray from the depths of our hearts
for true peace in Israel, an end to violence,
and the safe return of all hostages to
their families.

Contact us about our upcoming
services, programs, events
and adult learning opportunities -
in-person and on Zoom.

Call us at 732-458-4700 or email us at templebethorbrick@gmail.com.

Dr. Sharon Monter, President

Gvili was recuperating from a fractured
shoulder but had nonetheless rushed into
battle on October 7. “Ran was among
the first taken and the last to be recove-
red,” Rabbi Gerson said. “And he died
protecting his country and saving lives.
He didn’t have to go. He had a medical
release. But he wasn’t going to let his
friends fight without him being there.
And he sacrificed his life on behalf of the
Jewish people. He is the very definition
of heroism.”

Mr. Gvili’s father, Itzik Gvili, had ack-
nowledged that heroism as well, accor-
ding to The New York Times. On the
evening of January 26, “Mr. Gvili was
recorded standing with his hands outs-
tretched on the Israeli flag covering
his son’s coffin.” According to The Ti-
mes, he said, “You had every option to
stay home, but you told me, ‘Dad, I'm
not leaving my friends to fight alone.””
The Times said Mr. Gvili went on: “You
should see the honor you are being given
here. The entire police force, the entire
army, the entire nation is with you. I am
proud of you, my son.”

www.ocjj.net

Rabbi Gershon said the return of Gvili’s
remains to his family and to Israel meant
that “something painful and necessary
has become possible: a transition from
being in aninut, in this kind of twilight
zone of mourning, to finally becoming an
aveil. To going into aveilut, a transition
in the form of our grief.”

He then directed two members of the
congregation, Rubin Ackman, CBI’s vice
president of finance, and Aharon Silver-
berg, both of whom have ties to Israel
and the I.D.F., to come to the bimah and
remove the flag. It was then passed be-
tween the rows of congregants, back to
Ackman and Silverberg, who folded it as
congregants sang “Oseh Shalom.” The
congregants then returned to their seats
and together recited a prayer, written by
Rabbi Amelia Wolf, “Between Holding
and Mourning”:

“There is a time when grief is too power-
ful for words.

When the dead are not yet buried,

When the kidnapped are not yet returned,
When the heart cannot tell what it is ca-
rrying.

That time is called aninut.”

The prayer then goes on to acknowledge
that mourners are now in the period of
aveilut.

“Today, we do not say that pain has en-
ded.

We do not say that justice has come.

We do not say that hearts are healed.

We can know only this:

That we are permitted, at last, to mourn.”

Rabbi Gershon concluded by saying,
“I pray that all the people of Israel, our
brothers and sisters and Jews throughout
the world, will go forward now with re-
newed strength and with hope, even as
we mourn,” before leading the congrega-
tion in the Mourner’s Kaddish.

-

Many congregations are
conducting prayer services and
classes online which may be accessible
from a computer or a telephone.
Contact each congregation
for further information
to access these events.

~
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Local News

Jewish War Veterans of the USA Update

“A Jewish Voice for Veterans, A Veterans Voice for Jews since 1896”

By Al Adler

s I write this article it is snowing,
Asleeting and icy. My family and I

have been outside shoveling se-
veral times, but it keeps on snowing.

Last month, my wife Carol, JWV Ladies
Auxiliary National President, and I joi-
ned members of the JWV Department of
Massachusetts at the Veterans Home in
Chelsea Massachusetts where we fed our
honored veterans Christmas lunch. Carol
and I received a lovely note from the Ve-
terans Home in which they said in part:
“Thank you for generously volunteering
your time to serve lunch at the Massa-
chusetts Veterans Home in Chelsea on
December 25, 2025. Your act of service
helps foster a strong sense of community
and reminds the Veterans who live here
how deeply they are valued and respec-
ted.”

“Veterans Helping Veterans”

On January 10, JWV Ladies Auxiliary
National President Carol Adler visited
the JWV Department of Florida. She at-
tended the JWV Department of Florida
Quarterly Meeting and was the honored
guest at the Department of Florida Auxi-
liary Meeting. The next day Carol and I
visited the Jacobson Food Family Pantry
where a generous donation was given
in honor of her visit. Also in attendance
was JWV National Commander Scott
Stevens and his wife Bonny. The food
pantry is one of the services provided by
the Jewish Family Service.

On February 3 and 4, members of the
Jewish War Veterans Department of New
Jersey and our Ladies Auxiliary will be
participating in our Capitol Hill Action
Days. During that time we will be visi-
ting our Federal Legislators on Capitol
Hill. We will meet with our legislators
and their legislative staff and bring to
their attention our veterans agenda of
concerns and those important issues of
interest to our veterans.

Mark Your Calendar:

The Jewish War Veterans Department
of New Jersey and our Ladies Auxiliary
will be hosting our annual Legislative
Breakfast on Sunday, May 3, at 9:00 AM
at the Clarion Hotel, Route 37 East, Toms
River. This year we will be honoring As-

semblywoman Melinda Kane of the Six-
th Legislative District as our Legislator
of the Year. Assemblywoman Kane is a
member of the Jewish War Veterans La-
dies Auxiliary Post 126 and is Auxiliary
Chaplain. Assemblywoman Kane was
Cherry Hill Township’s Councilwoman
and Camden County Commissioner. As-
semblywoman Kane is a proud Gold Star
Mother and has been a strong advocate
of veterans rights following the death of
her son Marine LCPL Jeremy Kane who
was tragically killed in Afghanistan.

Our Organization of the Year is the Bob
Woodruff Foundation. The Bob Woo-
druff Foundation was created after ABC
News Correspondent Bob Woodruff was
injured in 2006 while reporting on the
War in Iraq when a roadside bomb struck
his vehicle causing a life-threatening
brain injury and a 36 day coma. The Bob
Woodruff Foundation supports veterans
and their families. The Bob Woodruff
Foundation has raised awareness of the
challenges veterans and military families
are facing and they invest in solutions to
help support these veterans as they navi-
gate their lives.

Please plan to attend this special event.
For additional information contact Bob
Jacobs at 732-691-6139.

God Bless our Troops and Veterans.

Pictured are JWV National Commander
Scott Stevens and JWVA National Presi-
dent Carol Adler visiting the Jacobson
Food Pantry

Pictured are JWV Department of Florida
Dave Patlak, JWV National Commander
Scott Stevens, JWVA National President
Carol Adler and Auxiliary President Verna
Rosenzweig of Florida

Pictured are JWV Department of Florida
Commander Dave Patlak and JWVA Natio-
nal President Carol Adler
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Pictured is the Jacobson Food Pantry in
Florida

Purim Extravaganza
Coming Up at
Congregation B’nai
Israel, Toms River

Photo credits (from last years Purim
event): Teri Abramson and Emilie Kovit

ats. Costumes. Noisemakers.
HDancers. All are welcome on

Monday, March 2, when Congre-
gation B’nai Israel again holds its Purim
Extravaganza. The festivities begin at
6:00 PM at the synagogue at 1488 Old
Freehold Road with a family Megillah
reading, led by Rabbi William Gershon,
assisted by lay youth and adult partici-
pants and accompanied by Cantor Vadim
Yucht. Heckling is encouraged. That will
be followed by a costume parade and ac-
tivities for all ages. Hamantaschen and
other refreshments will be served. A full
Megillah reading will take place the next
day, Tuesday, March 3. The events are
free and open to all, but non-members
are asked to register, for security reasons,
by February 25 with the synagogue offi-
ce at 732-349-1244 or online at https://
www.cbitr.org/.
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FedBeat from JFNA - Jewish Federations of North America

jewishfederations.org

After Arson, Jewish Federations
Mobilize for Jackson, Mississippi

L

From JFNA

he antisemitic arson attack against
Beth Isracl Congregation in Jac-
kson, Mississippi, shook not just

the city’s tight-knit local Jewish commu-
nity but also Jews across North America.

Although Jackson doesn't have its own
professionally run Federation, as a “ne-
twork community” in the Jewish Fede-
rations system, it has access to critical
resources. Jewish Federations quickly
mobilized to raise resources and sent ski-
lled professionals to Jackson to assess the
community’s immediate needs and pro-
vide support. “It was important to show
that the Jewish community of Jackson is
not alone during this moment of crisis,”
said Edward Finkel, Managing Director
of Network Communities. “They’re dea-
ling with something many have never
experienced before, and Jewish Federa-
tions will be there every step of the way.”

One of the most pressing issues was phy-
sical security. Prior to the arson, Beth
Israel did not have full-time security per-
sonnel on the premises. Jewish Federa-
tions were able to provide two security
guards to protect the site, supported by
the Secure Community Network (SCN).
Jewish Federations' LiveSecure invest-
ments built the infrastructure that helped
SCN extend their services to communi-
ties like Jackson.

The Federation system also opened a do-
nation page for Jackson, with all funds
raised going directly to Beth Israel. In the
first week, over $100,000 was donated
through this online portal.

Unfortunately, this wasn’t the first anti-
semitic attack against Jackson’s Jewish
community. In meetings with synagogue
trustees, Federation staff were struck by

Whether they are navigating
man-made or natural
disasters, Jewish Federations
are there anytime and
anywhere Jews are in need.
~ Edward Finkel, JFNA
Managing Director of
Network Communities

first-hand testimonies of the 1967 KKK
bombing of Beth Israel Congregation.
Nearly 60 years later, the youngest ge-
neration of Jewish Jacksonians is living
through their own experience with anti-
semitic violence.

Being a young Jewish person in a city
— and state — with a very small Jewish
community has its own unique challen-
ges; in the wake of this attack, Jackson’s
Jewish teens are bearing an especially di-
fficult emotional burden. Federation staff
heard about their feelings of isolation and
knew they had to help, coordinating with
BBYO to invite them to the 2026 Inter-
national Convention in Philadelphia.

Although damage assessments remain
ongoing and the community is in the ear-
ly stages of grappling with this tragedy,
Jewish Federations have played a vital
role in convening partners on the ground
to ensure that Beth Israel has everything
it needs. Harnessing the resources of 141
Federations, most notably to provide for
the physical security of Jackson’s Jewish
community, has helped ease the minds of
local Jewish leaders and residents.

“Whether they are navigating man-made
or natural disasters, Jewish Federations
are there anytime and anywhere Jews are
in need,” said Finkel. “Our responsibility
is to ensure flourishing Jewish life even
in communities with smaller Jewish po-
pulations.”

(Editor’s Note: You can donate to Beth
Israel Congregation through the Jewish
Federation of Ocean County with our
local link: www.jewishoceancounty.org/
disaster.)

Supporting the Minneapolis and St. Paul
Communities in a Time of Challenge

)

|\ 4

By Gary Torgow, JENA Chair of the
Board of Trustees

and Eric Fingerhut, JENA President and
CEO

e write with deep sadness
about the unrest and loss of
life that has occurred in the

cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, Min-
nesota.

We have been in close touch with both
Federation communities and have offe-
red any support they need as they na-
vigate these difficult and evolving cha-
llenges. The Minneapolis Federation and
the St. Paul Federation have issued their
own statements. We think that the words
of those who are most directly affected
by these events and who are ultimately
responsible for the well-being of their
communities are the most powerful tes-
tament to what is on the hearts and minds
of those who live there. We thank the
Federation leaders for their critical work
and devotion to our mission of serving
the Jewish community in times of stren-
gth and times of challenge.

The primary responsibility of Federa-
tions will always be the security of the
communities we serve. Our Federations
in Minneapolis and St. Paul, like all Fe-
derations, have created and funded a pro-
fessional community security program
that is operating at full strength during
these difficult days. Through the Jewish
Federations of North America’s Tepper
grant program, they have also reached
out to other communities of faith to as-
sist in protecting all places of worship.
Knowing that the issues happening in
Minnesota could happen elsewhere, we
are preparing security guidance, together

with the Secure Community Network,
that we will share with all Federations
shortly.

The Federations impacted by these
events are also monitoring closely the
health and well-being of the most vulne-
rable populations in the community. We
all hope that any interrupted services will
quickly be resumed, and we all stand re-
ady to help address any challenges that
arise.

The primary responsibility
of Federations will always
be the security of the
communities we serve.

We will keep you posted of any develop-
ments that directly affect our Federation
system, and welcome your feedback,
comments and suggestions on this im-
portant matter.

Even as we write about the sadness in
Minneapolis and St. Paul, we also note
the sense of relief and closure that the
entire Jewish world is experiencing with
the return of the final hostage, the great
Jewish hero, Ran Gvili. May his memory
be a blessing and may his family be com-
forted among all the mourners of Zion
and Jerusalem. May this significant mi-
lestone of the return of the final hostage
begin a new era of hope, peace and unity
for the Jewish people everywhere.

The release of the final hostage coinci-
des with our reading on Shabbat of the
release of the Jewish people from slavery
and the destruction of their Egyptian tor-
mentors. It is an opportune time to reflect
on the timelessness of the Jewish story
and the Jewish message. We are truly one
people, with one Torah and one mission
to bring light into the world. May we all
go from strength to strength.

God bless all of you. Am Yisrael Chai!

Advertise in The Jewish Journal

732-534-5959
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Jewish Federations Statement on the
Return of the Last Israeli Hostage

From JFNA
January 26, 2026

or the first time in 12 years, there
are no Israeli hostages being held
in Gaza.

Today, Jewish Federations of North
America send our love and deepest con-
dolences to the family of Police St. Sgt.
Ran Gvili — one of the first hostages

taken by Hamas on October 7, 843 days
ago, and the last to be recovered. He died
protecting his country and saving lives.
His willingness to fight for his commu-
nity and sacrifice on behalf of the Jewish
people are the very definition of heroism.

Jewish Federations also express profound
gratitude to the IDF and to all those who
persevered in bringing home each of the
251 hostages, as well as to the leadership
in both Israel and the United States who
were involved in these efforts. Because
of their work, there are no longer any Is-
raeli hostages being held in Gaza for the
first time since 2014.

The return of Ran Gvili closes one of the
most painful chapters in Jewish history
in our lifetime — even as we continue to
mourn, remember, and honor all those
who were lost.

ne
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Pre-dawn shabbat Jackson, Mississippi's only synagogue Beth Israel
was set on fire. The damage was extensive.

This is the same synagogue that was bombed by the Ku Klux Klan in
1967.

Help us provide critical resources for rebuilding, restoration, and
recovery, ensuring that Congregation Beth Israel can continue to serve
as a place of worship, gathering, and Jewish life.

Jewish Federations stand united against hate and in solidarity with the
Jackson Jewish community.

https://secure.lglforms.com/form.../s/tbRu1p6M6Azv1pnPK37JDg

Help Beth Israel Rebuild

)
¥/

From Israel Emergency to Israel Recover

he challenges facing the Jewish
I community demand decisive ac-
tion. Antisemitism rises, Israel re-
builds and recovers, and the future of our
communities is at stake. Now is the time
for us to choose action, unity, and stren-
gth. Your gift fuels our efforts to build a
thriving Jewish future for generations to
come. Donate now: www.jewishocean-
county.org/IsraelRecover.

Dr. Irit Cohen L.Ac. 9
ACUPUNCTURE & \Z,
CHINESE HERBS W 12
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732-930-1580 =[
irit@innerwellacupuncture.com — T
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Trails of testimony

Cyclist Completes 47-hour Trek to Write
“Never Again” around Auschwitz

Czech cyclist Lukas Klement rides through snow, winds and freezing
temperatures for 1,000 kilometers to create his message ahead of
International Holocaust Remembrance Day.
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Cyclist Lukas Klement's 1,000-kilometer (621-mile) bike route in Poland spells the words

“Never again” (Zaka Search and Rescue)

By Zev Stub
January 20, 2026
timesofisrael.com

fter nearly 47 hours of cycling,
Czech cyclist Lukas Klement has
completed his 1,000-kilometer

(621-mile) journey to create the world’s
largest “Never again” sign.

Riding through Poland in harsh winter
conditions that included snow, winds
and freezing temperatures of -8 degrees
Celsius (18° Fahrenheit), Klement rode a
cumulative time of 46 hours, 56 minutes
and 26 seconds on a route that spelled the
phrase on the trail map ahead of Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Day.

“This is a victory of the spirit over the
muscles,” Klement said after completing
his trek. “The survival of the Jewish peo-
ple enabled me to survive this journey.
The story of Jewish survival is a victory
of the spirit — and that is what gave me
the motivation.”

Klement began his ride, organized in
cooperation with Israel’s ZAKA Search
and Rescue organization, in front of the
infamous Gate of Death at the Auschwitz
concentration camp on January 15. The
entrance to the camp bears the slogan
“Arbeit macht frei,” German for “Work
makes one free.”

Klement, who is not Jewish, cooperated
on this trip with ZAKA, which provides
emergency response, rescue and reco-

very operations around the world. It was
his first time working with the organiza-
tion, a spokesperson said.

International Holocaust Remembrance
Day is held yearly on January 27, the
day Auschwitz was liberated by the Red
Army in 1945.

The slogan “Never again” was used by
liberated prisoners at the Buchenwald
concentration camp to denounce fascism
and has become a call to internalize the
lessons of the Holocaust.

Cyclist Lukas Klement during his journey
in Poland to create the world’s largest “Ne-
ver again” sign, January 2026. (ZAKA)

During the journey, US Ambassador to
Israel Mike Huckabee sent Klement a
message of support. “I heard about your
project, and I really felt it was important
to support your work to help you carry
your message forward,” Huckabee wrote
in a letter shared on social media. “Brin-
ging life into a place that has become a
symbol of death is an initiative of pro-

www.ocjj.net

Four Mitzvot of Purim

By Sarah Rochel Hewitt
Jewish Treats by NJOP

his year, Purim (which is on 14
TAdar) will be celebrated on Mon-
day night-Tuesday, March 2-3.
Four mitzvot are associated with the ho-

liday.

Keriat Hamegillah — Megillah (Scroll)
Reading of the Book of Esther — The
Megillah is read twice on Purim, once at
night and once during the day. In order
to properly fulfill the mitzvah of Megi-
llah, it is necessary to hear every word
during the reading. For this reason it is
imperative that people not speak during
the Megillah reading.

Mishloach Manot/Shalach Manos -
Sending Gifts — On Purim day, every
Jew should give at least one Mishloach
Manot gift containing at least two diffe-
rent types of ready-to-eat food items.

Matanot La'evyonim — Gifts to the
Poor — Giving to the poor is a mitzvah
all year round. However, the mitzvah to
do so on Purim is in addition to the ge-
neral mitzvah of tzedakah (charity). To
properly fulfill the mitzvah of Matanot
La'evyonim one must give to two poor
individuals. Although one may fulfill
this mitzvah by giving a minimal amount
of money to each person, the sages no-
ted that the highest form of fulfilling this
mitzvah is by giving enough money for
a meal, or the equivalent in food. This
mitzvah may be fulfilled by donating be-
forehand to an organization that will dis-
tribute the money or food on Purim day.

Seudah — Festive Meal — One should
partake in a festive meal on Purim day.
The minimum to fulfill this mitzvah re-
quires that one ritually wash one's hands
(netillat yadayim), eat bread and then re-
cite the Birkat Hamazon, the Grace after
Meals.

The Purim seudah is often associated
with drinking. The Talmud says: "A per-
son should drink on Purim up to the point
where they cannot tell the difference be-
tween 'Blessed is Mordechai' and 'Cursed
is Haman." (Megillah 7a and also in the
Shulchan Aruch/Code of Jewish Law).
Generally, this is interpreted as drinking
more than one usually does or enough to
make one sleepy.

While drinking on Purim is often seen
as a mitzvah, risking one's life is ne-
ver permitted. Whether host or guest, it
is important to be responsible. Do not
drink and drive. Beware of underage
drinking. While Purim is a religious ho-
liday, and underage alcohol consumption
is allowed for religious occasions, adults
are still responsible for minors. Please do
not give young people any alcohol be-
yond the bare minimum of wine, if at all.

(For other “Jewish Treats: Juicy Bits of
Judaism, Daily” and many other Jewish
resources visit www.jewishtreats.org and
WWW.njop.org.)

[Editor’s Note: Purim is preceded by
Taanit Esther (Fast of Esther) on 13 Adar
(this year on Monday, March 2) and is
followed by Shushan Purim on 15 Adar
(this year on Tuesday night-Wednesday,
March 3-4.]

found significance. America stands with
you.”

Klement also received messages of su-
pport from the ambassador of Israel to
the Czech Republic, the Embassy of Is-
rael in Warsaw, the Consulate of Israel
in New York, as well as communities
from around the world, ZAKA noted.
Thousands of followers from around the
world tracked the ride in real-time using
an online digital map, it added.

Klement said before the journey that he
saw the ride as a response to rising ha-
tred against the Jewish people around
the world. “After the attack in Sydney
and just before Holocaust Remembrance
Day, this is my answer to the terrorists:
a cross-border, cross-cultural project that
connects people regardless of race, gen-
der, or religion,” Klement said.

Stamp it out!

Advertisein
The Jewish Journal
732-534-5959
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By Michael G. Masters
National Director & CEO
February 2, 2026

e recently rejoiced in the repa-
triation of the last remaining
hostage, yet peace remains

fragile, and the wounds of October 7
are only partially closed. As we begin
the new year, we are reminded that the
threats we face cross borders and adhere
to no timeframe.

For our adversaries, the effort to intimi-
date is constant. Our vigilance must be
equally enduring, as must our message:
we will not be frightened into submis-
sion. We will continue to stand together
and stand up for the Jewish people.

Already this year, our communities have
been tested. A tragic arson attack on a sy-
nagogue in Jackson, Mississippi, struck a
community previously targeted for stan-
ding up for Jewish values. From the mo-
ment the fire was reported, SCN coordi-
nated closely with local partners and law
enforcement, and thanks to swift action,
the offender was arrested and charged.

» Friendly Family Atmosphere

« Religious School

« All-inclusive Congregation

n BethAmShalomLakewood

Securing Our Community
Secure Community Network Update - January/February Report

This followed the tragic Hanukkah at-
tack at Bondi Beach, where our priority
was ensuring the community could ga-
ther, celebrate, and practice safely. Our
security professionals stood shoulder to
shoulder with local communities, wor-
king alongside national partners, inclu-
ding Jewish Federations of North Ame-
rica and Chabad, to protect synagogues,
schools, and communal organizations of
all sizes.

These incidents, and the challenges our
communities face every day, underscore
why SCN’s work is more important than
ever. In 2025, SCN logged 5,942 threat
incident and suspicious activity reports,
surpassing 2024’s previous record high
by nearly 10 percent.

In 2025, we strengthened the “Virtual
Shield” protecting our community throu-
gh our new Regional Threat Capability,
enhancing our ability to identify and
mitigate threats before they manifest.
Today, this initiative includes over 40
Federation partners and close coordina-
tion with local, state, and federal law en-
forcement.

 Toddler Programs

« Men’s & Women's Clubs

« Adult Education Classes

www.BethAmShalom.org

Our “Physical Shield” also continues to
expand. Through the launch of more than
a dozen new programs in 2025, additio-
nal communities now have dedicated
security professionals providing hands-
on training and guidance, ensuring local
needs are met while maintaining the hi-
ghest national standards.

Looking ahead, we will continue to ensu-
re that every institution and community,
no matter the size, can live openly and
confidently within a strong, connected
network.

As the Lubavitcher Rebbe taught, “If you
see what needs to be repaired and how
to repair it, then you have found a pie-
ce of the world that God has left for you
to complete.” This wisdom inspires our
work, reminding us that every step we
take to strengthen and protect our com-
munities contributes to a larger, sacred
mission.

Stay safe.

Rabbi Eli Periman

he Jewish Federations of Nor-
I th America (JENA) established
the Secure Community Network
(SCN) in 2004. The SCN is a nonprofit
organization that works to ensure the sa-
fety and security of the Jewish communi-
ty in North America. The SCN's mission
is to help individuals and organizations
develop a culture of awareness, prepa-
redness, and resilience through training,
consultation, and information sharing.
The SCN works with over 300 indepen-
dent communities, 146 federations, and
50 partner organizations, as well as with
partners in the public, private, academic,
and non-profit sectors.

& Cantor Jon Saouma

Beth Am Shalom

A Refornv Congregatiown

1235 Route 70 - Lakewood, NJ 08701
732-363-2800
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Religious Action Center-NJ Statement on Governor Murphy Signing the Safe Communities Act
Issued by Sarah Blaine, Lead Organizer, New Jersey Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (RAC-NJ), Assistant Director of Organizing, RAC

January 20, 2026
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“Today's signing of the Safe Communi-
ties Act marks a significant step by en-
suring that all New Jerseyans are safer in
courthouses, houses of worship, schools,
and other sensitive locations. This com-
monsense legislation, which passed in
the New Jersey legislature with biparti-
san support, will help ensure that New
Jerseyans seeking access to sensitive lo-
cations, including synagogues and other
houses of worship, can do so regardless
of their immigration status. Jewish tradi-
tion commands us to protect the stranger
and pursue justice. The Safe Communi-
ties Act does both.

“At the same time, we are disappointed
that Governor Murphy did not sign the
Privacy Protection Act and the Immigrant
Trust Directive codification bills into law.
The Privacy Protection Act would have

limited access to automatic license plate
reader data, which would have protected
not only New Jersey’s immigrants, but
also those entering New Jersey seeking
reproductive or gender-affirming care.
The Immigrant Trust Directive codifi-
cation bill would have added key pro-
tections for vulnerable populations with
valid legal defenses to final orders of
deportation, such as DACA recipients or
witnesses to or victims of serious crimes,
such as human trafficking.

“Given Governor Murphy's decision to
leave two of the three immigrant protec-
tion bills — unsigned — on his desk, we
urge Governor Sherrill to take immediate
steps to ensure that New Jerseyans’ data
is protected and that no New Jerseyans
are turned over to ICE without first being
afforded their full due process rights.

“We appreciate Governor Murphy's
signature on the Safe Communities Act
and the tireless work of the New Jersey
Alliance for Immigrant Justice and its
dozens of partner organizations, who
led with clarity and courage. RAC-NJ is
proud to have stood alongside them.”

RAC-NI's contributions to this success-

ful campaign included:

e Clergy leadership: 70 NJ rabbis and
cantors signed an open letter suppor-
ting the legislation (published in
the New Jersey Globe) and sent to all
120 legislators.

» Constituent pressure: Two state action
alerts generating 1,391emails to the
Governor and/or legislators from 458
advocates.

* Phone program: Timed call-in days in
November-January which produced
over 1,100 calls to targeted legisla-
tors, driven by 80+ RAC-NJ volun-
teers making weekly calls November
2025-January 2026.

« State House advocacy: 48 volunteers
registered across multiple State Hou-
se visits to meet lawmakers and testify
during committee hearings and floor
votes.

* Direct lobbying: Conducted formal
and informal meetings with legislators
across both chambers.

PLUS: Extra Message from Sarah Blaine
January 27, 2026

First and foremost, thank you to each of
the RAC-NJ Congregational Liaisons
who helped to spread the word about the
immigrant bill package and the actions
we were taking in support of it. Toge-
ther, we helped make one of those bills,
the Safe Communities Act, into law here
in New Jersey. However, because the
bills’ protections are more effective when
they’re implemented as a package, we
have urgent work to do to continue redu-
cing harm to all New Jerseyans affected
by ICE’s overreach, especially the one in
four New Jerseyans who are foreign-born,
by sending new versions of the Privacy
Protection Act and the Strengthening
Trust Between Law Enforcement and Im-
migrant Communities Acts to Governor
Sherrill’s desk as soon as possible. New
Jersey is not immune to the overreach ha-
ppening in Minnesota, Maine, and across
the country — from Morristown to Prince-
ton, from Avenel to Atlantic City — people
in New Jersey are feeling compelled to
“carry their papers” while simply going
about their daily lives.

RAC-NIJ’s leadership has agreed to con-
Continued on page 18

For An Evening of Music with

Noah Aronson

www.BethAmShalom.org

April 18th -7 PM

Tickets: $36 | General Admission
Sponsorship Opportunities Available

Call for Reservations | 732-363-2800

Beth Am Shalom

A Reformv Congregatior

1235 Route 70 - Lakewood, NJ 08701
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Combating Hate

WWW.0cjj.net

Ocean County schools are encouraged to send students to the annual colloquium. The Jewish Federation of Ocean

County sponsors the students from Ocean County by providing the cost of their registration. Schools are also eligible for

bussing grants from the Jewish Federation of Ocean County’s partner at Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission.
The annual colloquium is the culmination of the yearlong focus on the theme of Resistance.

— Mothers’ Quest —
- for Justice
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Join Chhange for Our 44th Annual Colloquium!

Ehhange

Lucia Diaz Genao is a mother who became an
activist and leader in the fight to find the
disappeared in Mexico. Lucy will share how her
world was turned upside down in 2013 when her
29-year-old son, Luis Guillermo, a popular DJ,
was kidnapped. When the Mexican authorities
failed to act, Lucy decided she had to do
something. That began her tireless search for
her son, a quest that is ongoing.

Dr. Matthew Hone is currently conducting
investigations focused on Latin America and
working as an adjunct professor at Stockton
University teaching courses on genocide, state
violence in Latin America, and enforced
disappearances. He is co-author of the recently
published book, Victim Activists in Mexico:
Social and Political Mobilization amid Extreme
Violence and Disappearances.

Breakout sessions will follow the plenary:
Choose from a variety of workshops led by educators,
Survivors, scholars, and community activists.

A not-to-be-missed event for 5th-12th graders!

Teachers will receive 3 Professional
Development credits!

Wed,, May 20, 2026
8:45 am - 12:30 pm

4

Brookdale
Community College
Collins Arena

$

Registration lee:
$10 per person

&

Prewview Student Art
Installation

=
Sign up al
www.chhange.org or
use the QR code

==
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Jewish Federation of Ocean County Impact

YOU Made an Impact through the Jewish Federation of Ocean County
— Jewish Relief Network Ukraine

Message From JRNU

power outages, and frigid temperatu-

res, fifty Jewish students and young
professionals gathered at the Menorah
Jewish Community Center in Dnipro for
the STARS Winter Seminar. The par-
ticipants were treated to a unique and
uplifting journey into Jewish heritage,
tradition, and teachings. The warm and
engaging atmosphere was just what the
attendees needed after enduring nearly
4 years of stress and strain in their daily
lives.

In the midst of relentless attacks,

The event was organized and led by
the Chief Executive Officer of STARS
Ukraine, Rabbi Pinchas Vishedski, who,
along with his wife Dina, leads Kyiv’s
KEDEM community. Chief Rabbi of
Dnipro Shmuel Kaminezki and his wife,
Chana, along with the dedicated staff of
STARS Dnipro conducted special lectu-
res and classes:

“There is one thing that remains steady
and constant in Ukraine,” shared Rabbi
Vishedski, with a smile. “These unique
seminars for Jewish students and young
professionals continue to bring energy,
hope, and meaning to the participants,
despite the challenges that unfortunately
continue to intensify. Whether in winter
or summer, during Passover or other ho-
lidays, the seminars are eagerly awaited
and deeply appreciated.”

It is an honor and privilege to support STARS of Ukraine and other organizations that
provide a critical foundation for Jewish life. It is more important than ever to anchor
the community and provide encouragement, support, and hope. Along with providing
for people’s physical and emotional needs, we provide for their spiritual needs as well.
Together we save lives and restore hope.

YOU Made an Impact through the Jewish Federation of Ocean County

-Yad Ezra V'Shulamit

Purim: Bringing Joy to Widows and Orphans
Message from Aryeh Lurie, Founder of Yad Ezra V'Shulamit

urim should be a joyful time, es-
Ppecially for children. Yet for many

widows, even preparing a festive
meal is a struggle. This year, we will pro-
vide food vouchers and baskets to 400
widows and more than 1,800 orphaned
children, ensuring they can celebrate
with dignity in their own homes. No mo-
ther should fear an empty table — espe-
cially on Purim.

Real Impact: Families in Kiryat Shmona
—400 families in Kiryat Shmona are now
receiving weekly food baskets. Only
about 40% of residents have returned
home, and many came back to shuttered
businesses and lost income. For count-

A widowed mother and her children sharing a meal at home in Bat Yam

less families, basic food remains a daily challenge. Your support is helping them sur-
vive and begin to rebuild. See how families across Israel are being helped right now.

www.ocjj.net

Here is How You Can
Support Our

Holocaust Survivors
and Seniors

Please contribute to:
« Friends of JFCS

« The Holocaust
Survivors' Special Fund

« The Seniors Lunch
Program Special Fund

It is easy to donate a little each
month, to make a big impact!

+ Go online to www.
jewishoceancounty.org.

+ Send a check, use your credit
card, transfer stock.

« Call the office and talk with
our staff.

 Bring in your Tzedakah box.
We will count it for you.

+ Consider making a monthly
gift to support your
community.

Jewish Federation
of Ocean County
1235A Route 70,

Lakewood, NJ 08701
732-363-0530
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Jewish Federation of Ocean County Impact

YOU Made an Impact through the Jewish Federation of Ocean County -
Toms River Housing and Homeless Coalition

HOUSING a

TOMS RIVER
& HOMELESS COALITION

Keith Krivitzky

federation@ocjf.org
January 28, 2026

Dear Keith,

Please accept our gratitude for your support of the work we are doing here in Toms River and
Ocean County. Your 2025 donation of $250 helps us continue to provide services to those who
are experiencing homelessness or are at risk of becoming homeless in our area. We are grateful
for the support and partnership of Christ Episcopal Church and gratefully accept your contribu-
tion in their honor. Thank you for thinking of us.

Sincerely,

Rev. Susan S. Jones

Coalition President

TRUSTEES

Gemma Brennan

Rosemary Goebel

Joanne Gwin
Rev. Susan S. Jones
Kim Bessler Santora

Michele Williams The Toms River Housing and Homeless Coalition is a 501(c)3 not for profit corporation - EIN#83-3591722

compaﬁsion. thE. progress.
405 Washington Street — Toms River, NJ 08753 — (848) 223-7284

www.TRHomelessCoalition.org — trhousing.homeless@gmail.com
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Half the smart pups had a vocabulary of over 100 toy names
Israeli Researcher Finds that by Eavesdropping, “Genius” Dogs Learn Words like Toddlers

In Shany Dror’s study, super-smart canines had 90% accuracy in fetching toys whose names they learned directly or overheard; findings shed light
on how language learning may have evolved.

Shany Dror with her dog Mitos. (Courtesy)

By Diana Bletter
January 17, 2026
timesofisrael.com

the journal Science, Israeli researcher

Shany Dror, a postdoctoral resear-
cher at the University of Veterinary Me-
dicine in Vienna, found that super-smart
canines, known as Gifted Word Learner
(GWL) dogs, can pick up new words
from eavesdropping on their owners’
conversations, similar to 18-month-old
human toddlers. “We all know dogs
can excel at learning actions like ‘sit’
or ‘down,”” said Dror, 37, speaking to
The Times of Israel in a teleconference
call. “But few studies have been done on
dogs’ knowledge of object labels.”

In a peer-reviewed study published in

Dror’s research on 41 GWL dogs shows
they have unique social cognitive skills,
enabling them to interpret humans’ voi-
ces, gazes, and gestures, she said, noting
that humans first developed an ability to
understand complex social interactions,
and “only later used this complex un-
derstanding to develop language. The
fact that this skill exists in a species that
does not have language suggests that the
skill itself predates language,” Dror said.
“The research helps us understand how
language learning may have evolved.”

The researchers worked with 10 dogs
from around the world, including border
collies, a border collie rescue mix, and a
Labrador. They first asked the dog ow-
ners to introduce two new toys to each
dog for one minute while repeating the
toy’s name and letting the dog play with
it for several days. In the second phase,
instead of introducing a new toy to the
dog directly, family members passed the
toy back and forth, all the while saying
its name but without interacting with
their dog.

For both experiments, the canines heard
the name of each new toy for a total of
only eight minutes during a series of

brief exposure sessions. The researchers
then tested whether the dog had indeed
learned the toys’ names. The toys were
placed in a different room. The owner
then asked the dog to fetch a certain toy,
saying, for example, “Can you bring Te-
ddy?” The dog then scampered into the
room where there was an assortment of
toys to pick out the specific toy. Overall,
the pups had 90% accuracy in bringing
toys they had learned directly or over-
heard in speech. “I think the exciting bit
is what it tells us about these dogs’ abili-
ty to interpret our communication,” said
Dror.

The team also conducted another experi-
ment in which the owners showed a toy
to their dog and then placed the toy in-
side a bucket. The owner named the toy
only when it was out of the dog’s sight.

This created a temporal separation, Dror
said, between seeing the object and hea-
ring its name. “Despite this discontinui-
ty, most of the gifted dogs successfully
learned the new labels,” Dror said. “Un-
der the right conditions, some dogs pre-
sent behaviors strikingly similar to those
of young children.”

Even though only humans have langua-
ge, Dror noted that some of the thinking
skills needed for language may exist in
other animals too, pointing out langua-
ge research done with bonobos, a type
of great ape, and African grey parrots. If
animals can learn an object’s name just
by overhearing people talk, Dror said it
suggests they have social skills similar
to those of human babies, who learn by
watching people talk and interact with
things.

Horses, bats, and dogs

Dror, who grew up in Kibbutz Kabri in
the Western Galilee, said she always lo-
ved animals and had her first horse at 12.
She served in the Israeli police force’s
dog handler unit and qualified to repre-
sent Israel in four world-championship
competitions for utility dogs with her
dog, Mitos.

During her undergraduate studies at the
Weizmann Institute of Science in Reho-
vot, she helped to train fruit bats to par-
ticipate in navigation tasks. Later, she
studied with Prof. Claudia Fugazza at
Budapest’s E6tvos Lorand University in
the Department of Ethology, which is the
science of animal behavior. While there,

Miso, a seven-year-old male Border Collie
from Canada, knows the names of about
200 toys. (Courtesy/Veronica Suen)

Shira, a nine-year-old rescue dog, knows
the names of over 300 dog toys. (Courtesy/
Tres Hanley)

Dror and Fugazza began to search for
GWL dogs in what they called the Ge-
nius Dog Challenge. After five years of
social media campaigns, they found 41
GWL dogs from nine different countries.

They then conducted a series of experi-
ments that they broadcast over YouTube
in what is called a citizen science model,
where researchers design experiments
and ordinary people gather the infor-
mation. “It’s important to note that we
didn’t study one or two dogs but had a
large scientific sample,” Dror said.

The Genius Dog Challenge competitions

One of the final competitions Dror and
Fugazza held was between Gaia, a se-
ven-year-old Border Collie in Brazil,
and Max, another seven-year-old Border
Collie in Hungary, which aired on You-
Tube in 2020. Both dogs had one week
to learn the names of 12 new toys. Then,
the owners commanded their dog to get a
specific toy from another room and bring
it back. The match ended in a tie, with
both dogs able to fetch all 12 toys. “Sha-
ny and I have quite a lot of experience
with dogs, as scientists, as dog trainers,
and living with dogs,” Fugazza said at
the event. “But what we saw with these
dogs, to me, honestly, was totally mind-
blowing, and I really didn’t believe my
eyes.” Dror said that of the 41 GWL they
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Shira, a nine-year-old rescue dog, knows
the names of over 300 dog toys. (Tres Han-
ley/ Eotvos Lorand University in Hungary
via AP)

have studied, 50 percent have a vocabu-
lary of over 100 toys.

She also said she was surprised to learn
that the majority of the dog owners lac-
ked a professional background in dog
training. However, most of the dogs were
adopted when they were younger than 10
weeks old, and they lived in a single-dog
household. Most GWL dogs that have
been found are border collies, a breed
that Dror said is known for its trainabi-
lity. However, there are also Yorkshire
terriers that have been considered gif-
ted word learners, suggesting that other
breeds may also have that skill.

Dror speculates that, in general, dogs
may have an evolutionary advantage
over other animals because they can lis-
ten to and learn from human verbal inte-
ractions. “This study provides an interes-
ting and novel demonstration that dogs
can learn words for new objects simply
by overhearing human conversations,”
said Dr. Amalia Pinkusfeld Medeiros
Bastos, a lecturer in the School of Psy-
chology & Neuroscience at the Univer-
sity of St. Andrews, who was not invol-
ved with the study. She said the research
raises “exciting” possibilities for future
studies, including testing whether dogs
can also acquire non-object words, such
as action terms like “sit” or “heel,” only
by eavesdropping.

Dror said that she is searching for more
GWL dogs and encourages owners who

Continued on page 31
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HELP WANTED

Volunteer Opportunities — You can make an IMPACT!

ENGAGING ADULT COMMUNITIES

The goal here is to find ways to engage the Jewish

populations in adult communities/Shalom Clubs with the

Jewish Federation and to connect them to other Jewish

activities/opportunities.

* |dentify contacts and key “network nodes” in these
communities to serve as influencers, networkers, and
communicators

* Manage and follow through on ongoing
communications and sharing opportunities with these
networks

* Help identify/explore/shape opportunities that can be
offered/delivered to these communities to help
strengthen ties with the Federation/Jewish community

e Films

e Speakers

* Topics

* Sponsorships of programs

IDENTIFYING/EVALUATING
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Identify and vet possible grant opportunities for the
Federation.
* Explore opportunities for Israel, overseas grantmaking
that fall within the Federation’s priority/focus areas
* Help evaluate effectiveness and impact of grants
through these possible partners
* Can also include identifying opportunities locally
for the Federation to have an impact...beyond our
current partners/grantees — what would enable us to
maximize impact?

HELPING PROMOTE FEDERATION
ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
We can always do a better job promoting our activities
and impact, through media, email/other engagement, and
delivery of promotional materials.
* ldentification of new places to deliver materials
* Ongoing updates/communications to local papers
and adult community newsletters
* Ongoing updates/communications/promotions
through local synagogues/Chabads

PLANNING EVENTS
We organize approximately 3 in-person events a year, to
enable our community to come together, connect, and
celebrate (hopefully) with each other.
* We are looking for people to help spearhead the
framing and organizing of these events
* While this can include logistics and actual set-up,
prep...this ideally includes positioning, promotion,
and framing of these events
¢ This also can include volunteering on-site and
engaging with guests/others at these events...
ideally to help build affinity and connection to the
Federation and Jewish community

HEROES AGAINST HATE

The opportunity for this program goes beyond just
event promotion and set-up. This can be a platform for
expanding reach in the broader community and engaging
other groups/individuals in the mechanism of countering
hate, spearheaded by the Federation.

* Sticking with the framework for Heroes awards
discussed thus far...help identify other groups,
organizations, places to look for and nominate Heroes

* Explore ways to expand awareness of the awards and
the event

* Expand recruitment of participants and sponsors for
the event/program

PJ PARENT AMBASSADOR
We now have over 1700 kids participating in our PJ
Library program. We’re looking for some parents who can
commit to:
* |dentify the needs of families, and develop
engagement opportunities that meet their needs
* Develop, plan and organize intimate small-scale
engagement opportunities at family friendly
destinations or home-based gatherings
* Encourage parents to be involved in planning and
organizing programs and gatherings

Contact Avi at kotleram@gmail.com for
more information and to get started!
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2026 Sponsorship Opportunities & Benefits
LET'S &

ewsi - CZNNECT

FESTIVAL JEWISH FEDERATION OF OCEAN COUNTY
Y Xl COMMUNITY OF CARING

FULL SERIES ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS

Gold Sponsor: $5,000 — Includes tickets for events and a full page ad in Ocean JPages
Silver Sponsor: $2,750 — Includes tickets for events and a half page ad in Ocean JPages

Bronze Sponsor: $1,500 — Includes tickets for events and a quarter page ad in Ocean JPages
Patron Sponsor: $1,000 — Includes tickets for events and name listing in Ocean JPages
or

Individual Event Sposnorships: Gold - $1800, Silver - $1000, Bronze - $540, Patron - $360

Name Credit Card Number

Address cvv Expiration Date

Email Signature

Phone [ ] My checkintheamountof$__ isenclosed.

(please make checks payable to: Jewish Federation of Ocean County)

Full Series Discount Sponsor Level: __ Gold@$5000 ___ Silver@$2750 ___ Bronze@$1500 ___ Patron@$1000

(Gold, Silver and Bronze Sponsors, please email camera-ready logo to sharron@ocjf.org)

Sponsor Level: _ Gold@$1800 __ Silver@$1000 __ Bronze@$540 __ Patron®@$360
Single Event - Fill in (Gold, Silver and Bronze Sponsors, please email camera-ready logo to sharron@ocjf.org)

Please list your name/business exactly as you prefer it to appear:
sponsorship levels are listed in multiple issues of the Jewish Journal and featured on our website, in community
emails and social media.

WWW.JEWISHOCEANCOUNTY.ORG/SPONSORSHIPS

Send form to: Jewish Federation of Ocean County * 1235A Route 70 - Lakewood, NJ 08701 - 732-363-0530
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“This can be the basis for gene therapy for ALS”
In World First, Israeli Scientists use RNA-based Gene Therapy to Stop ALS Deterioration

By adding a microRNA molecule to ALS models, Tel Aviv University, Ben-Gurion University and Weizmann Institute researchers say the damaged nerve
cells “even regenerated.”

Prof. Eran Perlson of the Gray Faculty of
Medical and Health Sciences and the Sagol
School of Neuroscience at Tel Aviv Univer-
sity, center, with Dr. Ariel lonescu,left, and
PhD student Tal Pery Gradus (Courtesy/Tel
Aviv University)

By Diana Bletter
November 17, 2025

at Tel Aviv University, leading a lar-

ge-scale international team of scien-
tists, say they have identified an RNA
molecule that can stop the nerve cell
damage that causes paralysis in patients
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, ALS.
Now, they hope to use the discovery to
help patients with the fatal illness.

In a groundbreaking study, researchers

“When we added a specific RNA mole-
cule to human cells and animal models
for ALS, the nerve cells stopped degene-
rating and even regenerated,” said Prof.
Eran Perlson from the Gray Faculty of
Medical & Health Sciences and the Sagol
School of Neuroscience at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity, speaking to The Times of Israel.

Their study, recently published in the
peer-reviewed journal Nature Neuros-
cience, opens a new avenue for treating
the disease. “We wanted to get to the root
of the matter of what causes ALS to ena-
ble the development of effective drugs
for this incurable disease,” Perlson said.
The team used mice that had been gene-
tically modified to serve as a “biological
stand-in” for the disease.

The research was led by Dr. Ariel lones-
cu, Dr. Lior Ankol, and lab manager Tal
Pery Gradus in collaboration with Dr.
Amir Dori, Senior Neurologist and Head
of the Neuromuscular Disease Unit at
Sheba Medical Center. Additional par-
ticipants included researchers from the
Weizmann Institute of Science, Ben-Gu-
rion University of the Negev, and re-
search institutions in France, Turkey, and
Italy.

Michael Podolsky with his cat, a few years
before the onset of ALS. Podolsky, 44, was
the first named individual with ALS to suc-
cessfully fight for his right to die in Israel
in almost 30 years and the first to donate
his organs. He died on September 25, 2025.
(Courtesy/Tamar Ashkenazi)

About ALS

ALS, sometimes called Lou Gehrig’s
disease, is a fatal neurodegenerative
condition that affects motor neurons —
the nerve cells that control muscle mo-
vement. Over time, the disease causes
gradual paralysis of all muscles in the
body. Patients typically lose their abili-
ty to walk, speak, swallow, and breathe,
often becoming completely paralyzed
while their cognitive skills remain intact.
“Most patients die within three to five
years of diagnosis, due to paralysis of the
diaphragm muscles and respiratory fai-
lure,” said Perlson. There are currently
some 600 ALS patients in Israel, accor-
ding to Efrat Carmi, CEO for IsrALS, the
Israeli Research Association.

In ALS, the neuromuscular junctions,
where nerve fibers meet muscle cells and
transmit electrical signals from the bra-
in to the muscles, are disrupted. Perlson
stated that the molecular mechanisms
underlying this damage had remained
unknown until now.

The microRNA that causes trouble in
ALS patients

The current study continues research
from Perlson’s lab about microRNAs,
the small molecules that regulate the
translation of proteins and play an impor-
tant role in many other cellular proces-
ses. In an earlier study, Perlson and his
team found that a protein called TDP-43
formed toxic clusters at the tip of the ner-
ve, where it meets the muscle.

In healthy bodies, the TDP-43 helps re-
gulate how proteins are made in cells.

An illustration showing the gene therapy’s
protective effect on motor neurons, preven-
ting the “fire-like” degeneration characte-
ristic of ALS (Courtesy/Tel Aviv University)

lllustrative image of the neurological pro-
cess causing Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease (Screen capture: Moovly via You-
Tube)

But in ALS, it becomes unstable. To find
out why this happens, the researchers
studied tissues from ALS patients, mice
that mimic having the disease, and hu-
man stem cell cultures.

Their experiments revealed that muscle
cells produce tiny RNA molecules called
microRNA-126. The muscle cells then
send them in tiny bubbles, called vesi-
cles, across the small gap between nerve
and muscle cells. These microRNAs act
like messengers that tell the nerve cells
when to stop making TDP-43. Without
the microRNA, TDP-43 continues to
build up and becomes toxic. “We disco-
vered that in ALS, the muscle produces a
smaller amount of microRNA-126,” said
Ionescu. The decrease in this microRNA
leads to an increase in the dangerous
TDP-43.

The excessive TDP-43 then forms toxic
clusters. These clumps attack the mito-
chondria, the essential molecules inside
cells that turn food and oxygen into ener-
gy so the cell can work, move, and stay
alive. The damage is so great that it gra-
dually destroys motor neurons, “leaving
patients’ muscles paralyzed,” Ionescu
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said. However, when the researchers ad-
ded extra microRNA-126 to tissues from
ALS patients and to mice with the disea-
se, the process reversed.

Zevik Melamed, the principal investiga-
tor at the Laboratory of Molecular and
Translational Neuroscience at Hebrew
University of Jerusalem’s Faculty of Me-
dicine, said the study “suggests that pro-
tecting communication between muscles
and nerves might be just as important as
targeting neurons directly.”

“This is a real shift in how we think about
preventing paralysis in ALS,” Melamed,
who was not involved in the study, told
The Times of Israel in a written com-
ment. The study can be the basis for gene
therapy for ALS, Perlson said. “The next
step is taking it to clinical trials,” he said.

ot

Zevik Melamed, Ph.D., Principal Investiga-
tor, Laboratory of Molecular and Transla-
tional Neuroscience Faculty of Medicine,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem (Courtesy)

Safe Communities Act

Continued from page 10

tinue working with New Jersey Alliance
for Immigrant Justice in the first quarter
of 2026 to send new versions of the Pri-
vacy Protection Act and the Strengthe-
ning Trust Between Law Enforcement
and Immigrant Communities Act to Go-
vernor Sherrill’s desk. We are beginning
to set the stage now by calling the key
players to urge them to keep implemen-
ting these protections at the top of their
agendas in 2026.

Jewish Federation of Ocean
County is now on Facebook

Like us at:
www.facebook.com/jewishocean
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Archaeology Students Excavating Warsaw’s Main
Jewish Cemetery Are Uncovering a Forgotten World

In a secluded burial ground blanketed with tragedy and neglect, a group of young people are revealing fragments of Poland’s Jewish past.

Polish archaeology students at work excavating a Jewish cemetery in Warsaw, September
2024 (Shira Li Bartov)

By Shira Li Bartov
February 27, 2025
Jta.org

WARSAW (JTA) — In the center of Po-
land’s capital, a brick wall separates the
humming traffic of Okopowa Street from
a quiet wilderness filled with graves.

This is Warsaw’s main Jewish ceme-
tery and one of the largest in Europe, a
sprawling forest of 83 acres and the fi-
nal resting place of some 200,000 Jews.
Since 1806, the cemetery has held gene-
rations of cultural luminaries, rabbis and
political activists — from the writers S.
Anski and I.L. Peretz to Ludwik Zamen-
hof, who created the international lan-
guage of Esperanto, to Mark Edelman,
the last surviving leader of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising.

Some gravestones stand tall and pristi-
ne. But deeper into the cemetery, amid
a tangle of maple, birch and acacia trees,
more and more bend under the weight
of time and neglect. Their inscriptions
have faded and succumbed to ivy, lea-
ving thousands of nameless stones in the
thicket. An estimated 50,000 Jews who
lie there have no stones at all — they were
killed by hunger, disease or execution
under the Nazis and consigned to two
deep mass graves.

For decades after World War 1I, a long
silence engulfed Poland’s Jewish history
and the atrocities committed there. Nine
in 10 Polish Jews were killed, many sur-
vivors left the country, and those who
stayed often concealed their Jewishness
under the Soviet Union. With family
chains severed and few left to remember
the dead, the cemetery became a forest.
A place that had no trees before the war

grew about 8,000 of them, while falling
leaves transformed into new layers of
soil and further buried the dead.

But in the last few years, a new form of
life has come to the cemetery. Young
people stand in between the gravestones,
chattering, laughing and digging with
shovels.

It’s a strange sight in a Jewish burial
ground, where religious law says the
dead must remain undisturbed in perpe-
tuity. These newcomers are archaeology
students from the University of Warsaw,
who convinced Poland’s Jewish autho-
rities to let them work on restoring the
cemetery’s pre-war infrastructure — be-
neath the soil and debris piled over the
untrodden paths to Jewish graves.

It started in 2020, when students discove-
red that COVID-19 restrictions were shu-
tting down archaeological sites around
the world. Panicked over completing the
digs required for them to graduate, they
asked about working in their own city at
the Okopowa Street cemetery. Soon they
came head-to-head with the Rabbinical
Commission for Cemeteries, which pro-
tects Jewish burial sites in Poland.

Witold Wrzosinski is the director of War-
saw’s largest Jewish cemetery and a mem-
ber of the city’s small Jewish community.
(Shira Li Bartov)

Witold Wrzosinski, the cemetery director
and a member of Warsaw’s small Jewi-
sh community, watched these negotia-
tions. “The rabbis obviously said, ‘Go
away, you’re crazy — stupid idea, digging
around in a Jewish cemetery,”” said Wr-
zosinski. “But they kept insisting.”

The students wanted to prove that they
could dig without breaking Jewish law.
So they studied it, returning to the rabbis
over and over to demonstrate that their
excavations would not disrupt the origi-
nal soil. The rabbis were suspicious, said
Wrzosinski. How could the students be
trusted to differentiate between old and
new earth? But eventually, they allowed
a survey on a small patch of land in the
cemetery, watched closely by Aleksan-
der Schwarz from the Rabbinical Com-
mission.

Schwarz had distinct credibility with
Poland’s Jewish leaders. A specialist in
Jewish cemetery and burial law, he has
served the commission for 25 years,
mostly overseeing searches of unmar-
ked graves in death camps like Sobibor
and Belzec. Polish Chief Rabbi Michael
Schudrich sent Schwarz to live for days
at these camps, supervising archaeolo-
gists as they drew the historic borders of
burial sites while ensuring that they met
religious rules.

Before the project on Okopowa Street,
Schwarz had never taught archaeolo-
gists to work in a Jewish cemetery. But
he agreed to it. Over the past four years,
with funding from Poland’s Cultural He-
ritage Foundation, he has trained senior
archaeologists and a rotating group of
about 30 students. Everyone has to pass
through his lectures and learn to dig un-
der his eye, said Schwarz, who calls him-
self “a very demanding person.”

He tempers the typical archaeologist’s
appetite to dig deep. Instead, he teaches
them to interpret soil, a practice of care
and imagination. The historical level of
the cemetery lies only 20 to 30 centime-
ters below the surface. Students are never
to disturb a grave — and if they happen on
human remains, they must quickly block
off the area and leave their discovery un-
touched. One mistake here could prompt
Schwarz to end the project.

“We have trained them not to pick up any
bones,” he said. “They work a bit like fo-
rensic technicians. If they find anything
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Gravestones under restoration at Warsaw’s
largest Jewish cemetery, September 2024
(Shira Li Bartov)

that is very shallow, a bone or a fragment
of a bone, then they call me — or I'm alre-
ady there — and the commission makes a
decision about what happens.”

The students were spurred by an early
victory: They uncovered a cobblestone
path from the cemetery’s original layer.
As far as Wrzosinski knows, no one in
Warsaw remembered this path ever exis-
ting. Now it is an ordinary part of the
place again, near the entrance, gently
guiding visitors between the graves.

Gradually, the students were allowed
to work in more and more sections of
the cemetery. They found fallen, buried
tombstones and the names of people bu-
ried there. Some of these records did not
exist anywhere else, since the Nazis des-
troyed the pre-war cemetery archive and
many Jewish birth, marriage and death
certificates.

Some discoveries remain mysterious.
Nineteenth-century  gravestones  that
turned out to be half-buried had surpri-
ses waiting just below the surface, such
as sculptures of squirrels and dragons
that looked unfamiliar on Polish Jewish
graves, said Wrzosinski. Rabbis are still
interpreting whether they had any sym-
bolic significance.

There were also remnants of war, like
bullets and shells, bullet holes in gra-
vestones and a pistol from the Warsaw
Uprising that was typical of the Polish
Underground. One day in July 2020, the
students discovered an unexploded Ger-
man mortar just seven centimeters below
the surface. Police evacuated the ceme-
tery and a bomb squad quickly removed
it without any damage.

Kacper Konofat, a 23-year-old archaeo-
logy student working in the cemetery, is
writing his bachelor’s thesis about an un-
covered collection of glass vessels, likely

Continued on page 30
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Five-star
hospitality

with excellence
* k k k Kk

Everyone who visits our mansion
will relax like royalty and leave
well-rested

A hidden gem in the heart of downtown Toms River Today's luxury, yesterday's comfort.
Voted one of the best tea rooms in New Jersey! The Mathis House at 600 Main is a Victorian
bed and breakfast and tea room where you can reward yourself by connecting with tranquility

and creating memories that will last a lifetime. We are the perfect choice for overnight stays,
afternoon tea, dinner or choosing a place for a special event.

Just minutes from the beach!

While we provide five-star hospitality with excellence, everyone who visits our mansion will

P
relax like royalty and leave well-rested. The Mathis House is ideal for the corporate traveler,
tourists from abroad or couples looking for a romantic getaway. Whether you're hosting an
event for your club or entertaining a business meeting, our standards and attention to detail
will create an experience like no other.
March4th  6:00 PM Cream Ridge Winery Wine and Chocolate Tasting $25 Adults March 18th  6:30 PM Princess Tea with Cinderella, $20 Adults, $10 Children
March 6th 7:00 PM Four Leaf Killer Murder Mystery Dinner, $75 Adults, March 20th  7:00 PM Old School Night Out with Dinner Buffet $50 Adults,
10% off Senior/Military 10% off Senior/Military
March 7th 7:00 PM Chef's Night Out, Irish Dinner $50 Adults,10% off Senior/Military March 21st  7:00 PM Rockabilly 50's Dinner Show, $50 Adults, 10% off Senior/Military
March11th 11:00 AM Ms. Senior America Créme Tea $25 Adults March 22nd 10:00 AM Bridgeton Brunch, $50 a person
March 11th  6:30 PM Name that Tune Teatime Bingo $20 a person March 22nd 3:00 PM Wicked Tea Party, $50 a person
March 12th 6:00 PM Open House- tours and tastings for Special Events, March 25th  6:00 PM Magic Show with Hot Chocolate Bar and Desserts, $20 Adults,
Complementary $10 Children
March 13th  7:00 PM Willie Lynch Band with Irish Dinner, $50 Adults, March 26th  6:00 PM Tea Club, a complementary event
10% off Senior/Military March 27th  7:00 PM Chef's Night Out, German Dinner $50 Adults,
March 14th  7:00 PM Four Leaf Killer Murder Mystery Dinner, $75 Adults, 10% off Senior/Military
10% off Senior/Military March 28th  7:00 PM Chef's Night Out, Italian Dinner $50 Adults,10% off Senior/Military

March 17th  7:00 PM St. Patrick's Dinner with Live Bag Pipers, $50 Adults,

Book your event tickets at www.mathishouse600main.com or call 732-818-7580 for
10% off Senior/Military

reservations. Overnight stay packages are book a room and buy one get one free event tickets.

e e,

52 HOUSE

Contact: Vicki

(732) 818-7580

600 Main Street, Downtown Toms River, NJ 08753 | mathishouse6oomain.com
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Help support our local Holocaust Survivors
in Ocean County live at home with dignity.

We now have two matching grants that
provide over $7 million dollars in home
health care services, glasses, dental care,

hearing aids...

X Claims Conference O Jewish Federation KAVOD
:': w of Ocean County S H E F

TH REE WAYS Donate online at Call the Federation office at Make a monthly gift
. 732-363-0530 and talk with our to support these
To D o N ATE jewishoceancounty.org @ @

staff about donation options. critical services.

We continue our prayers for Israel:
May those who are wounded have a complete recovery.
May the memories of those who died be forever a blessing.
May all have peace.

Jewish Holiday Family Photos

We invite our community members

We invite our community members to submit a few to submit original poetry or short essays
(500 words or less) to the Jewish Journal.

photographs of their family’s recent holiday celebrations.
Include a one-line caption describing the activity in the photo.
You may include everyone’s name or just your All submissions are subject to our editorial
family’s name or without any names at all. review, and we do not promise that
All submissions are subject to our editorial review, . .
and we do not promise that all submitted photos all will be pUbI'Shed'

will be published. Email your submission to jewishocean@gmail.com.
Email your submission to jewishocean@gmail.com.
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FULFILL THE MITZVAH OF TZEDAKAH WITH AN
INDIVIDUAL TRIBUTE CARD FOR $18 EACH.

to anyone you may want to acknowledge; a simcha, graduation, an
award, new grandchild, starting a new adventure, get well, loss of a

website www.jewishoceancounty.org/tribute.

Special Offer

rioute vara rac

You can purchase a dozen blank assorted
tribute cards to send on your own for a $36
contribution to the Jewish Federation.

Send an email tribute

_ for a minimum donation of $10
Q ' P _ Mazel Tov, In Honor of You, Birthdays, and in

20 S

listed in the Jewish Journal.

[ =LA
M) ] gy’ NEW - purchase 10 birthday postcards for $18

JFOC Tributes

January 13 - February 9

In Honor of
Rabbi Stephen Gold
Lorna Klein

Diane Krivitzky by Keith

In Memory of

Alex Pretti, Renee Good, Keith Porter Jr., and Geraldo Lunas Campos
Sylvia Wein by Jo Wein

A Jewish Federation of Ocean County accepts a minimum donation of $18

""-: loved one, or any other life-altering event. Call the Jewish Federation of
Ocean County at 732-363-0530, email federation@ocjf.org or visit our

Fqu\:: u;;\. - i-ﬂ----.

- -qq-u'qq - N-ld‘

Memory of - e-mail cards sent on your behalf and | ‘

www.ocjj.net

Here is How You Can
Support Our

Holocaust Survivors
and Seniors

Please contribute to:
« Friends of JFCS

- The Holocaust
Survivors’ Special Fund

 The Seniors Lunch
Program Special Fund

It is easy to donate a little each
month, to make a big impact!

+ Go online to www.
jewishoceancounty.org.

+ Send a check, use your credit
card, transfer stock.

- Call the office and talk with
our staff.

 Bring in your Tzedakah box.
We will count it for you.

+ Consider making a monthly
gift to support your
community.

Jewish Federation
of Ocean County
1235A Route 70,

Lakewood, NJ 08701
732-363-0530



23

The Jewish Journal - March 2026 / Adar — Nisan 5786 www.ocjj.net
‘ OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE U500 %/M/U YUis ore Waz/
X
7 ROBERT J. NOVINS WORKFORCE & PROFESSIONAL
@i PLANETARIUM EDUCATION
One of the largest Get information about our programs
lanetariums in New Jersev! and view the catalog online!
P y: I Career & Job Training B Early Childhood
I Certificate Programs Education
I Business 0 Personal Enrichment
Classes

1 Computers
I Healthcare

I Languages

You )
n u I ] . Visit our website

Check out our new season online! for complete details & showtimes

www.grunincenter.org go.ocean.edu/planetarium go.ocean.edu/wpe

Do you know a Holocaust survivor
with a story to tell?

We are recording Holocaust survivor and witness
testimonies across the United States and the Ceci
Chan and Lila Sorkin Memory Studio at our
headquarters in Los Angeles.

Sign up now: sfi.usc.edu/new-survivor-testimonies

Jewish Journal Editorial Committee of
The @ the Jewish Federation of Ocean County

JeWiSh Jou rn al Phone: 732-363-0530.  Email: jewishocean@gmail.com

Published Monthly In Cooperation With The Jewish Federation Of Ocean County

Anise Singer, Chairperson Shelly Newman

Jorge A Rod Our Mission: For advertising, call: Annabel Lindenbaum Rabbi Robert Rubin
Publisher The Jewish Journal of Ocean P: (732) 534-5959
County is dedicated to the F: (732) 987-4677
Betty Rod dissemination of information
Managing Editor concerning significant events; Write: Views and opinions expressed are those of the writers, and do not
social, cultural, and educa- PO BOX 156 necessarily reflect those of The Jewish Journal.
Gildardo Cruz tional, that impact upon the WHITING, NJ 08759 The Jewish Journal does not endorse the goods and services
Production Manager | Jewish community of Ocean advertised in its pages and makes no representation as to the
County. Email us: products and services in such advertising.
jrod@lunj.net
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The“Zionism” Gap: What Data Really Shows about Jews, Israel and Zionism Today

New data suggests this is a moment to listen beyond labels like “Zionist,” writes the chief impact officer at Jewish Federations of North America.

The word "Zionism" does not have a sha-
red meaning in the year 2026, argues the
chief impact officer of Jewish Federations

of North America. (Getty Images)

By Mimi Kravetz
February 4, 2026

Jta.org

t a moment when op-eds and
headlines raise alarms that Ame-
rican Jews — especially young

Jews — are turning away from Israel, the
data tell a different story.

Across national studies of American
Jews conducted by the Jewish Fede-
rations of North America over the past
several years, alongside those of many
research and organizational partners,
one finding has remained remarkably
consistent: Jews of all ages continue to
feel deeply connected to Israel and to

Israelis. In fact, emotional connection to
Israel across all age groups has increa-
sed since 2020. In addition, nine out of
10 Jews strongly support Israel’s right to
exist as a Jewish democratic state, with
only a modest drop among young adults
ages 18 to 34.

Yet at the same time, just over a third of
Jews positively identify as “Zionists,”
with a similar number saying they are
not sure or don’t identify with any of the
options. Only a small minority — 14%
among adults aged 18-34, and just 7%
across the Jewish community — identify
as anti-Zionist, and about 8% said they
were ‘“non-Zionist.”

What does this mean? At first glance,
these findings appear irreconcilable.
How can support for Israel as a Jewish
democratic state remain so strong while
identification with Zionism declines?

The answer lies in how Jews today un-
derstand what the term “Zionism” means.

When we asked Americans, both Jews
and non-Jews, what Zionism means,
most correctly identified its core defi-
nition: the right of the Jewish people to

A'S CARPET CLEANERS

Junk Removal
and
Cleanout service

Starting at $100.00
Call or text
640-650-7891

have a Jewish state. That definition has
been affirmed by virtually every major
Jewish organization and is reflected in
standard dictionary definitions.

But our data also revealed something im-
portant that gets at the heart of why so
many are reluctant to use the term today.
Only about a third of Jews believe that
the definition of Zionism stops at Jewi-
sh self-determination. Many believe the
term also means supporting the policies,
decisions, and actions of the Israeli go-
vernment, including actions they stron-
gly disagree with. Others believe it en-
tails claiming exclusive Jewish rights
to the West Bank and/or Gaza, endorsing
inequality between Jews and Palestinians,
or embracing specific political ideologies.

The word Zionism has undergone what
might be called “definition creep” over
time, shaped by a mix of political agen-
das, public discourse, and broader social
forces. It has come to be understood as
encompassing ideas that go far beyond
its once-standard meaning.

This helps explain why some Jews who
feel deeply connected to Israel neverthe-
less resist or reject the Zionist label. They
are not rejecting Israel’s existence or the
idea of a Jewish state. They are reacting
to an understanding of Zionism that in-
cludes policies, ideologies, and actions
that they oppose, and do not want to be
associated with. This distinction matters
enormously.

To be sure, the relatively small percen-
tage of Jews who identify as anti-Zionist
largely reject Israel’s right to exist as a
Jewish state. That is something we must
grapple with, but it would be a mistake
to respond as though any individual who
doesn’t identify as Zionist opposes the
Jewish state.

If we misread the trend about “Zionism”
to mean that large numbers of Jews, es-
pecially young Jews, are turning against
the existence of Israel itself, we will
draw the wrong conclusions and take the
wrong actions. We risk responding with
anger when the moment calls for steady
leadership, pulling away when the mo-
ment calls for connection, and defensive-
ness when the moment calls for listening
and understanding. We risk isolating a
growing segment of our community, es-
pecially young adults, when this moment
could instead open pathways for learning
and belonging.

At the Jewish Federations of North

America, and across most of the organi-
zed Jewish community, we continue to
proudly call ourselves Zionists, in large
part because we adhere to the historic
definition. For us, Zionism means su-
pporting the State of Israel and the Israeli
people and uniting the Jewish people be-
hind this shared commitment. It is clear
from our research that this is what much
of the Jewish community continues to
believe today.

North American Jews can be proud ci-
tizens of the United States and Cana-
da while, at times, criticizing and even
opposing their countries’ governments
and policies. Similarly, we know that the
overwhelming majority of American
Jews can stand together in support of
Israel and Israelis even as they wrestle
with serious concerns that matter enor-
mously to them and that Israelis themsel-
ves wrestle with as well.

In recent years, we have seen this capacity
for unity firsthand. Across differences in
politics and ideology, Jews came together
to advocate for the release of the hosta-
ges, support their families, and stand with
Israelis in moments of profound grief and
uncertainty. That shared commitment did
not require uniformity or the suspension of
concerns — only a willingness to act toge-
ther around what people broadly agreed on:
Israel’s future and care for its people.

As the ceasefire largely holds in Gaza,
and the remains of the last hostage have
been returned to his family for burial,
we face a historic opportunity to streng-
then Jewish unity once again. Taking full
advantage of that opportunity requires
listening carefully to one another — not
only to the words people use, but with
curiosity about the values they are trying
to express when they use them.

We must be more intentional about initia-
ting these conversations in our community
and ensuring that people who want to en-
gage more fully with the Jewish commu-
nity feel welcome. Hillel the Elder taught
us to listen carefully to the other side, and
even restate their position, before making
the case for our own view. With respect
to the language of Zionism in the Ame-
rican Jewish community today, this tea-
ching has never been more important.

Mimi Kravetz is chief impact officer for
Jewish Federations of North America.
The views and opinions expressed in this
article are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its
parent company, 70 Faces Media.
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Gold is the highest its ever been over $4,000/0z.

SELL YOUR GOLD!

Turn your old jewelry into CASH!

We buy Gold, Silver & Platinum including Flatware,
Coins & Dental Gold.

732-370-4840 www.jewelrylinknj.com

"For the Lord thy God is bringing you into a good land,

a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that
spring out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley,
and grapevines, figs and pomegranates; a land of oil olives
and date honey."

Deuteronomy/Devarim 8:7-8
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l Prnfessmnnl servlces of a universal handymun N
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Julio your professional, local handyman can
provide proven solutions for home and business
repairs, maintenance, installations and
improvements at reasonable price.

i
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Julio was great to work with. | have had some
not-so-great experiences with other handymen
in the past so it was great to work with a true
professional. | needed a lot of storage in a
small space and he figured out how to get a
ton of storage with shelves and cabinets and
the installation was perfect!

Gustavo M.

Testimonial
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The Jewish Federation
helped to build Israel.
Today, we help keep it strong.

Am Yisrael Chai - The people of Israel lives!
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ARE YOU CARING FOR A LOVED ONE?

“I feel guilty because I'm so irritable.”
“How come nobody asks how I am doing?”
“I'm so distracted at work, worrying about Mom.”
"I'm tired of relatives and friends criticizing me.
I'm doing the best I can.”

JOIN US FOR A MONTHLY SUPPORT GROUP

Learn coping strategies, get practical information about

dementia and managing other chronic diseases, find new
community resources and benefit from the support of other
caregivers.

JFC

Jewish I';lmih & Children's Service

f"\n "W Jewish Federation
w of Doean County

SPEAKERS BUREAU

How to improve your relationships
Mindful meditation
Successful Aging/Are the Golden
 positive and having
your life better?

ileut more topics!

We Can Do
Israel - Current News

For more information contact Rita at 732-363-0530 or jfcs@ocjf.org
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JEWISH FAMILY AND

changing lives...

Second Time Around

By Rita Sason, LCSW, Director
Jewish Family & Children’s Service

rank Sinatra sang “Love is lovelier
F the second time around” which

may or not be true, but it is defini-
tely different. Research on failed second
marriages has shown that two issues are
most often cited as the causes of marital
breakup, money and children. But Nan-
cy Kalish, Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of
Psychology at the California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento, states that parti-
cipants in those surveys were men and
women under 50 who had children under
the age of 18.

As it turns out, when men and women
marry again later in life the two main
problems are still money and children.
Adult children may live far away, have
their own spouses and children, but they
can still interfere with their parent’s se-
cond marriage. Widowed seniors may
have enough difficulty overcoming their
own feelings of disloyalty to their decea-
sed spouse, and these feelings may be
reinforced with the adult children’s emo-
tional reaction.

Dr. Kalish points out in her blog, “Stic-
ky bonds, Lost Loves, Romances, and
Families in the 21st Century,” adult
children may have a variety of conflic-
ting feelings about their parent’s new
relationship. Adult children may not like
the new partner for personality or social
reasons. There may be a sense of aban-
donment that the parent is no longer as
available. The new step-parent may take
their parent away and they will no longer
be available for baby-sitting or holiday
celebrations. Grown children may think
that their parent is making a mistake by
choosing this person.

These attitudes can be hurtful to a parent.

The parent may feel that their adult chil-
dren are treating them with disrespect,
treating them like children, or they may
feel hurt that their adult children do not
care for their new partner.

It is also possible that adult children will
be very supportive, happy that their sur-
viving parent has found a new partner in
which to share their life. They may also
feel relieved that the burden of “careta-
king” has been taken off their shoulders.

The second issue is money. Adult chil-
dren may interfere because of fears of
losing their “inheritance.” Or there can be
tension because the couple is accustomed
to having the man as the breadwinner, but
now the wife may have brought a lifetime
of savings, retirement funds, profits from
the sale of a home or money inherited
from a deceased spouse into the marriage.

New relationships bring new compromi-
ses. Dr. Kalish describes that there are
family rituals and expectations. After li-
ving with someone for 40, 50 years the
original couple grew together. A survi-
ving spouse will want to bring those fee-
lings into the new relationship. If a man
or woman has lived independently for a
number of years, they bring that into the
relationship as well.

Some wonder why bother? Dr. Kalish
points out that some “seniors feel that
they are twice blessed, having been lo-
ved so well by two wonderful spouses.
There are seniors who seek no further
love, and that is also right.”

As we age, life can be filled with challen-
ges and surprises no matter what choices
are made.

Material Claims Against Germany

Together with the Conference on Jewish

(Claims Conference) and a grant from the State
of New Jersey, the Jewish Family and Children’s
Service of the Jewish Federation of Ocean County
has been providing the sacred obligation of pikuach nefesh (saving a life
in jeopardy) to Holocaust Survivors for many years. We realize that unless
you are impacted directly, you may not fully appreciate how important
this work is. Every dollar you contribute will be matched 25 times!
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CHILDREN'S SERVICE

...making a difference
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Refer a friend.

PJ Library Get Together Ideas for Purim

More at www.jewishoceancounty.org/pj-library

Mishloach Manot Exchange
(with a budget)

A special Purim tradition: gifting
little bags with food and snacks.

2

Invite 5 families and set a $20 budget or 4 families
with $25 each.

Everyone has to bring a Mishloach Manot within
their budget.

Host the exchange at your home or a coffee shop.
Use the $100 to reimburse each family for their
Mishloach Manot.

If you or someone
you know needs help,
"vish Family & Children's Service
is there to help.

Individual counscling - with a locus on relationships,
family dymamics, mental health, loneliness

Group support for bercavement and caregivers
Services for Holocaust sorvivers

4 Presentations for organizations and associations

® Quality and caring suppert from your communiiy

wwrw jewishoreanoman ty.org §iics

733638010 * jlcsibogilomg

JFCS ©

Jewisk Family & Chdldrers Service

Jewish Federation
af Do Sy

Jewish Federation

OF OCEAN COUNTY

- JFCS

Jewish Family & Children’s Service

Grief After Loss

You Don't Have to Face it Alone

TUESDAYS

1:00 —2:30;0W\

PJ Library Photos
with Children

Do you have a photo of your child
reading or holding a PJ Library book?
We would like to publish some of them.

We omit the names of children. The names of any adults in
the photos could be included or omitted based on the gui-
dance of the adult submitting the photo(s).

Email them to jewishocean@gmail.com.

\_

For more information, or to register,
contact: JFCS at 732-363-8010
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Would You Like a New Recipe?

Watch for future issues of the Jewish Journal!

V 5
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What's the Recipe for Vibrant Jewish Life? 8o up

By Heather Morgan
Managing Director ™
JDC Global Marketing & Communications BANNED BOOK CLUB
BELIEVES THAT READING IS
t JDC (Joint Distribution Committee), this question is at the heart of our FALIEDAN SN ;r; ';"::: g R“ NOWLEDGE
lll—ye'ar mission — llfFlng hyes and strer'lgth.enmg communities in 70 GATHER TO READ AND DISCUSS
countries. Though the ingredients for cultivating a proud Jewish future

BOOKS THAT HAVE BEEN SUBJECT

differ from place to place, the timeless value of arevut — the Talmudic notion that TO BANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

all Jews are responsible for each other — is always part of the mix.

For the many Jews we serve around the globe, food is a crucial way they put this W EDNESDAYS AT, 6:3 0_ PM
value into action. From JDC volunteers delivering challah to elderly, isolated RIEME NS SRAE N LS SRR
Jews in Ukraine to a young leader in India making her grandmother's fish curry,
Jews everywhere draw physical, spiritual, and emotional sustenance from dishes
passed down generation to generation.

JANUARY 21sT
BETWEEN THE WORLD AND ME By TA-NEHISI COATES

I want to give you a taste of this dynamic Jewish world — as well as some FEBRUARY 25TH
much-needed joy — with this delicious cuisine. I hope you find the recipes as de- GO ASK ALICE BY BEATRICE SPARKS
lightful as I do. Let's take inspiration from the rich and diverse culinary traditions

that unite Jews everywhere. MARCH 257H

RED, WHITE & ROYAL BLUE BY CASEY MCQUISTON

Shabbat Shalom. APRIL 22ND

CATCH 22 BY JOSEPH HELLER

MAY 27TH
THE GLASS CASTLE By JEANNETTE WALLS

DG
Introducing: Ocean Inc. Veterans EZ Ride Transportation Program W:é'i

s bt
The program provides a menetary credit in an EZ Ride account that veterans use to book @_ l"":.

Uber/Lyft rides to and from medical appomtments, grocery/retail shopping, military
organizational social and any other community event. A spouss/caregiver is able to nde with the
veteran. Participants must own a cell phone to wtilize the program.

If vou or someone you konow 15 a veteran and requires transportation services, contact the Ocean
Inc. Veterans Transportation Coordinator, Carmine Czapla at (732) 496-3704 or via email

at cezapla@oceanine org. During the registration process, be sure to have available a Drivers
License, Military ID or Veterans VA ID and a copy of your DD214 Form

Children will play with everyone until

ADVERTISE IN == sQ_l:neunetelfls them notto §¥
THE JEWISH JOURNAL :

732-534-5959

Jewish Federation of Ocean County, a non-profit corporation, publishes The Jewish Journal 12
times a year. Views expressed by columnists, in readers’letters and in reprinted opinion pieces do
not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Jewish Journal, the Jewish Federation of Ocean County
or any agency of the Jewish Federation of Ocean County. Submissions of copy and .jpeg photos
may be sent to Editor (jfoceditor@ocjf.org) or mailed to the known office of publication. All copy
or photos submitted to The Jewish Journal shall become the property of The Jewish Journal and
the Jewish Federation of Ocean County. All submissions of text or photography may be changed
and printed at the discretion of the editor without notice to the submitter. The Jewish Journal
reserves full discretion to decide what will be published. No material will be accepted which is
considered against the best interest of the Jewish community. Acceptance of advertising neither
endorses advertisers nor guarantees kashrut.
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CHABAD

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER

OF JACKSON

645 Cross Street

Lakewood, NJ 08701

Rabbi Shmuel Naparstek
732-523-5112

Email: info@chabadofjackson.com
www.ChabadofJackson.com

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER OF
TOMS RIVER

2001 Church Road

Toms River, NJ 08753

Rabbi Moshe Gourarie
732-349-4199

Email: rabbi@chabadtomsriver.com
www.chabadtomsriver.com

CONSERVATIVE

CONGREGATION AHAVAT OLAM
106 Windeler Road

Howell, NJ 07731

Rabbi Emeritus Michael Klein
732-719-3500

email: CAOReceptionist@cao-nj.org
www.cao-nj.org

CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL
1488 Old Freehold Road

Toms River, NJ 08753

Rabbi William Gershon

Cantor Vadim Yucht

Rabbi Emeritus Richard Hammerman
Cantor Emeritus Daniel Green
732-349-1244

Email: info@cbitr.org

www.cbitr.org

TEMPLE BETH OR

109 Pier Avenue

Brick, NJ 08723

Rav Chaim Respes

Rabbi Emeritus Robert E. Fierstien z”l
732-458-4700

Email: templebethorbrick@gmail.com
www.templebethorbrick.org

BELKOFF

E U-N-E-RFAGLE: 2 CeliA (PENE

ORTHODOX

CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL
590 Madison Avenue

Lakewood, NJ 08701

Rabbi Shmuel Tendler
732-364-2230

Chazan Zelig Freilich

CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL
401 Park Ave.

Lakewood, NJ 08701

Rabbi Baruch Ber Yoffe
732-367-3116

REFORM

BETH AM SHALOM

1235 State Highway 70
Lakewood, NJ 08701

Rabbi Eli B. Perlman

Cantor Jon Saouma

Rabbi Emeritus Stephen D. Gold
732-363-2800

Email: office@bethamshalom.org
www.bethamshalom.org

UNAFFILIATED

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF LBI
2411 Long Beach Blvd.

Spray Beach, NJ 08008

Rabbi Michael Jay

609-492-4090

Email: jccoflbi@gmail.com
www.jccoflbi.org

GOLDSTEIN

Nesanel “Nate” M. Rabenstein, Senior Director N.J. Lic. NO 4621 -

wedl)

February 20

February 27
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

For Shabbat:

Shabbat.

Behold the Guardian of Israel will

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING
INLAKEWOOD

5:21 PM
5:29 PM
5:36 PM
6:44 PM
6:51 PM
6:58 PM

Blessed are You, Ad-nai our G-d, Sovereign of
the universe, who hallows us with mitzvot,
commanding us to kindle the light of

neither slumber nor sleep (Tehiliim 121)
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PROUD TO BE JEWISH OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1977

Here is How You Can
Support Our

Holocaust Survivors
and Seniors

Please contribute to:
 Friends of JFCS

« The Holocaust Survivors’
Special Fund

+ The Seniors Lunch Program
Special Fund

It is easy to donate a little each
month, to make a big impact!

+ Go online to www.
jewishoceancounty.org.

+ Send a check, use your credit
card, transfer stock.

« Call the office and talk with
our staff.

 Bring in your Tzedakah box.
We will count it for you.

« Consider making a monthly gift
to support your community.

Jewish Federation
of Ocean County
1235A Route 70,
Lakewood, NJ 08701
732-363-0530

313 2™ St, Lakewood, NJ 08701 - (732) 364 - 0900 - belkoffgoldsteinfuneralchapel.com
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Archaeology Students

Continued from page 19

used for the ritual washing of bodies. For
Konofat, the project has opened access to
a world that only lived in vague stories
from his childhood. His great-grandmo-
ther used to speak about her childhood
friend, who was Jewish, and her father,
who carried Jews to Sobibor in his cart
on German orders. “When I arrived there
on the first day, it was something extraor-
dinary — a calm, quiet, almost magical
world behind the wall, in the center of a
huge city,” said Konofat.

Wrzosinski also discovered this world
as a student, long before becoming the
cemetery’s director. Growing up as a
secular Jew in Warsaw during the 1980s
and ‘90s, he always knew he had fami-
ly buried in the cemetery, but he never
went there. Without a registry, there was
no way to look for graves — and without
knowing the Hebrew alphabet, there was
no way to read them.

Wrzosinski made his way to studying
Hebrew at the University of Warsaw. In
2006, near the end of his degree, he saw a
job ad seeking someone to clean and in-
dex the cemetery. He began the ongoing
endeavor to catalog every gravestone in
an online database. So far, Wrzosinski
and his colleagues have indexed 82,372
names and inscriptions.

He found pleasure in decoding the lan-
guage of the stones, where Polish and
Jewish life intertwined: Hebrew let-
ters, written in Yiddish to spell Polish
surnames. Then, in 2008, he found his
great-great-grandfather.

Wrzosinski knew he would eventually
see the graves of his ancestors, and he
supposed it would be satisfying to know
where they were. But the discovery chan-
ged him more than he expected.

“When I stepped on that stone and I clea-
ned it, and I realized that’s my ancestor,
I felt something stronger, different,” said
Wrzosinski. “Kind of a sense of belon-
ging to this weird place — just an orpha-
ned stone in a neglected forest, and it’s
somehow mine. I needed to take a few
deep breaths and stop for a moment.”

As in many Jewish cemeteries in regions
ravaged by the Nazis, most of the cemetery
in Warsaw remains in disarray. (Shira Li

Bartov)

Now, Wrzosinski has found seven di-
rect relatives to visit in the cemetery. He
believes that his great-grandfather lies
in one of the mass graves, although he
cannot know for certain. Through his
database and the efforts of the student
archaeologists, he is gratified to watch
other visitors experience the same mo-
ment of connection that he did.

Even during its long abandonment, the
cemetery remained important for many
who experienced the loneliness of be-
ing Jewish in postwar Poland. Patrycja
Dotowy, a writer and artist who former-
ly headed Warsaw’s Jewish Community
Center, grew up like Wrzosinski in War-
saw during the 1980s. Being Jewish was
mostly an unspoken subject in her fami-
ly, both publicly and at home.

But she saw the wildly overgrown ce-
metery as a “secret garden,” a refuge for
Polish Jews that mirrored the obfusca-
ted memory in their own homes. “Those
stones, the matzevot, the names on them
were covered by nature, not so visible —a
little bit like in our memories, the names
of our ancestors, and these gaps in our
family histories,” said Dotowy.

Dotowy said her community was happy
to see the archaeological restoration, of a
piece with other efforts to revive Jewish
heritage across Poland. She also believes
the wildlife that grew over the cemetery
is inextricable from its story, even as the
trees continue to battle against the gra-
ves. “Nature heals what was so difficult,
so unimaginable,” said Dotowy. “In my
opinion, this overgrowth should be an
important part of places like cemeteries.
But there’s always a dilemma, because
nature is also destroying the graves.”
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Stamp it out!

Jewish Federation of Ocean
County is now on Facebook

Like us at:
www.facebook.com/jewishocean

www.ocjj.net

KOSHER

MEALS on WHEELS
PROGRAM

M Delicious Home Delivered Meals x

For individuals who are 60+
Experiencing life's challenges

MONDAY

THROUGH

FRIDAY

LAKEWOOD
COMMUNITY
SERVICES
CORPORATION

For more information, please call 732-901-6001 ext 1

Funded under Titla |l of tha Oldar Americans Act through a grant

by the County of Ocean Office of Senior Services

"When strangers reside with you in
your land, you shall not wrong them.
The strangers who reside with you
shall be to you as your citizens; you
shall love each one as yourself, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt: |
the Eternal am your G-d." ~ Vayikra/
Leviticus 19:33-34
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“Genius”Dogs
Continued from page 14
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This 2023 image provided by Shany Dror
shows a Labrador named Augie in Texas.
(Don Harvey/Shany Dror via AP)

think their dogs know the names of at
least 10 toys to contact her via her web-
site. “We need more genius dogs to con-
tinue our research,” Dror said.

When asked about how people should
pick a dog for a pet, she explained that
the most important thing is for “owners to
match themselves to their dogs’ lifestyle
and not try to get the dog to match their
lifestyle.” While border collies are smart,
she said, they are also very energetic and
require owners who have the time and
energy to care for them properly.

Dror currently has a Schipperke puppy, a
small dog breed from Belgium, that she
is training. When asked if she thinks this
puppy is a GWL dog, Dror said, “I don’t
know yet, but I hope she is.”

Basket, a 7-year-old female border collie,
knows the names of over 200 dog toys.
(Elle Baumgartel/ Eotvos Lorand University
in Hungary via AP)

Dr. Amalia Pinkusfeld Medeiros Bastos,
lecturer at the School of Psychology &
Neuroscience at the University of St. An-
drews. (Courtesy)

Good

@ Friend
Electric
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES & LIGHTING SINCE 1937
Toms River 265 Route 37 East 732.349.4100
Lakewood uezizsaestax 121 E. County Line Rd. 732.942.3100
Brick 534 Brick Boulevard 732.920.7100
Wall m 1245 18th Avenue 732.456.5100
Lacey 403 Route 9 609.693.8100
Manahawkin 325 Route 72 East 609.978.9100
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www.goodfriendelectric.com
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AFFORDABLE

VACATION
NEAR DISNEY!

Relax at the "Parkside Paradise 3 Bedroom Condo"
just minutes from Disney.

Book no
www.airbnb.co
or send an email to
parksideparadisecondo@gmail.com

L
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T SR Ty

+ Modern amenities, resort-style pool, and plenty of space for
the whole family.

+ Close to restaurants, shopping, and all of Orlando’s
attractions!

YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME
IS WAITING FOR YOU-
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The Urgent Care
That Comes to You!

It’s like going to the doctor,

OHl is proud to announce our partnership with Premier Assist, bringing expert care right to
your doorstep. With licensed professionals delivering high-quality, seamless healthcare, you
now have a convenient option for basic sick visits such as flu, strep, blood tests and more!

© 3

Book Your We Come o
Appuintment To You That’s It!

Book a same-day or
scheduled appointment via
text, WhatsApp, phone, or

by visiting our website!

An experienced nurse or MA Our nurse will connect you
will arrive at your home with with a telehealth clinician to
averything they need to get diagnose, treat, and

you the care you deserve! prescribe if needed!

And the best part?

For comprehensive primary care, OHI's clinics remain your trusted health resource. For medical emergencies, please call 91

Next Time You're Feeling Sick - Skip the Drive, Not the Care Areas of Service: Hours of Operation:

Lakewood, Jackson, Toms Mon - Thurs: 9am - 8pm
' Z Z _1 Z Z Z River, Howell, Manchester, Sun & Fri: Qam - 1:30pm
Manalapan Closed Saturday
9

Licensed Nurses & MA's backed by a team ‘ Easy same-day sehasduling through ﬁ Bl
“ of PA'E, NS and axparienced physiclans call, baxt, wab, or WhatsApg i

& Most Insurances
ast &

nchuding state
Medicaid plans v C

thonal service foes

For cnline bookings, please visit www.pr&ml&r‘sﬁslst.cm




