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To our dear friends and partners in Lehigh Valley, 
 
How amazing that in such a short time since the Corona virus appeared, it has affected every aspect of our lives!  
All of a sudden, words like "quarantine", "home teaching", "vacation with pay", "Sorry, closed till further notice" have 
become an everyday part of our vocabulary.  Every day, our news broadcasts begin with statistics - how many 
people have contracted Corona, how many are considered to be housebound in case they are sick, and what is 
happening in the rest of the world. There is no end to the experts who tell us what to expect, how to behave, and 
the importance of the much disliked isolation for the groups in danger in order to protect them. 
 
Here in Yoav, we at least have the consolation of knowing that we have a strong and well organized Municipality, 
with a local leadership that, perhaps sadly, has had too many emergency military situations over the years, and 
accordingly all the Yoav communities have emergency teams that receive daily updates about what is happening in 
the country and in Yoav in particular. 
 
Basically, like all local governments, Yoav is bound by the ongoing guidelines decided upon by the Ministry of 
Health, the Ministry of Education and the government and though these guidelines are often irksome and limiting 
of group and personal freedoms (and we complain quite a lot!).  Nevertheless, we do realize that this time we are 
fighting an unknown and dangerous enemy and are determined to do everything required to ensure the safety of our 
citizens. Daily bulletins are dispatched to each community to ensure that everyone is well informed of what is 
happening. 
We issue all the instructions for avoiding handshakes and frequent handwashing and have installed disinfection 
facilities in our buildings and buses.  Our children learn at home and many of our municipal staff also either work 
at home or have had to take vacations.  All our seniors, adult and children's activities both in the community center 
and in our Kibbutzim, Moshavim and villages have been suspended, and we are doing our very best to provide 
answers especially for our senior citizens in their home quarantines. 
 
We know that the Lehigh Valley Jewish Community is facing the same or similar situations and are sure that if 
there are ways in which we can help and learn from each other it will give us all a deepening sense of the bond 
between us. 
While our plans for visits to each other must be on hold for the time being, we can encourage and support each other 
by being in touch and sharing our experiences. 
 
We hope and pray that we will continue to be strong, and soon be through this difficult time. 
We wish you health, health, and more health! 
On behalf of the entire Yoav Community,  
Send good health to everyone. 
 
Very sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Matti Sarfatti Harcavi    Mrs.  Hana Bachar 
Mayor, Regional Council of Yoav   Co-chair Parthership2Gether  


