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Jewish Federation
OF GREATER NEW HAVEN

@

Why the Jewish Federation of

A NOTE FROM OUR FEDERATION PRESIDENT

GERRY BARKER

Greater New Haven is music to my ears!

I love folk music. | find this genre to be quite soothing,
somewhat emotional, very poetic and the melodies simply
wonderful. A little game | enjoy is thinking of a song that
reflects the mood | am in or the situation | am facing, or a
song that may even provide guidance.

For example, as president of this amazing organization,

| am often faced with challenging situations that usually
deal with the different perspectives people have. In
whatever manner we may view an issue, the lens we look
through really colors our response.

And so, my mind often goes to the beautiful song, “Both
Sides Now,” as written by Carly Simon and later sung by
Judy Collins. A child looks at clouds with wonderment:
“Rows and floes of angel hair and ice cream castles in the
air.” While the jaded adult only sees those clouds “block the
sun, they rain and snow on everyone.” Same clouds, totally
different view!

Joe South took this on a different path with his hit, “Walk a
Mile in My Shoes.” Every word in this song is poetic, but my
favorite is: “Walk a mile in my shoes and before you abuse,
criticize and accuse, walk a mile in my shoes.”

When | think of Amy Holtz, and how she readily and
wholeheartedly stepped up when Judy Alperin moved on
to Hadassah, one song sticks in my mind: “You’ve Got a
Friend,” written and sung by Carole King and then popular-
ized by James Taylor. Amy has been such a terrific friend
to so many of us, and a terrific friend to all Jewish people.
“You just call out my name, And you know, wherever | am,

[

I'll come runnin’.” These words epitomize Amy’s devotion
and caring for each and every one of us, and all our
agencies, donors, staff, and partners.

Now, with Gayle Slossberg joining us as our new CEO, | was
thinking about what song | am feeling. So many people have
told me how thrilled and excited they are to welcome Gayle,
that one song keeps popping into my mind: “Anticipation”

by Carly Simon. | think we are all anticipating the start of
Gayle’s term later this summer and we all know “how easy it
feels to” have Gayle as our next CEQO. Gayle’s family has been
involved in the Greater New Haven community for a very long
time, and her husband, David, is currently a Federation board
member, The couple are parents of three grown children:
Jeremy, 30, Alex, 28, and Rebecca, 25.

For those who contribute to the Annual Campaign in any way
they can, | think of another iconic song: “Bridge over Troubled
Water,” written and sung by Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel.
This incredible song deals with compassion and helping
others, which is something that each and every one of you
do daily as you support the Jewish Federation of Greater
New Haven. “When you’re down and out; when you're on the
street, when evening falls so hard, | will comfort you.”

| wish all of you a safe, restful, and pleasant summer.
Please remember that the help you provide doesn’t take a

%our support is needed year-round.

Warm regards,
Gerry
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SHALOM NEW HAVEN is published six
times per year and delivered free of
charge to the Greater New Haven Jewish
community by the Jewish Federation of
Greater New Haven.

COPY DEADLINES

Copy deadlines for the upcoming
Shalom New Haven issues are:

e July 28 for September/October issue

* Sept. 28 for November/December issue
* Nov. 28 for January/February issue

e Jan. 28 for March/April issue

* March 28 for May/June issue

e May 29 for July/August issue

SUBMISSIONS

To submit an article or photo, please
email snh@jewishnewhaven.org. Please
include your contact information when
submitting.

Space is limited; submission does not
Buarantee publication. All articles are
subject to approval by the editorial
board.
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CELEBRATING GENEROSITY: Women’s Philanthropy
Wishes ‘Hats Off’ to Donors

Over 120 women filled the Vine Family Auditorium

at the Beckerman Lender Jewish Community Building
on June 1 for Hats Off: Women’s Philanthropy’s 2023
Campaign Closing. Local author Nancy Gerber’'s memoir,
Burnt Toast, captivated the
audience with tales of her
immigrant grandmother, and Anna
Stein from ORT America shared her
inspiring journey as a young
immigrant from Baku, Azerbaijan.

N\

nA N ’

7] \

’ -
=)

These vibrant photos reflect the
palpable energy in the room—

a testament to the unity and
empowerment felt by all. Special
thanks to our esteemed guests,
Nancy Gerber and Anna Stein, as
well as to the dedicated committee
who made this event possible.
Hats Off was a celebration of the
collective strength and
commitment of these extraordinary
women, paving the way for a
brighter future.

Leslie Zackin (left)
and Sami Merit

Showing off their ‘hats’ are (I1to r)
Amy Holtz, Iny Karp, Betsy Karp,
Gloria Duhl

“Haven’t we all needed help?”

Jewish Family Service talks about keeping
our resources within the community

Historically, Jewish Family Service of Greater New Haven was an organization that people reached out to in time of
need. The NEW JFS says, “haven’t we all needed help? Can the neediness of an incident be prevented by
community resources and involvement?”

Anne Schulman (left)
and Beverly Peck

What do we mean? Let’s use the newly minted Care Navigators program as an example for how community
members can make use of JFS services, keeping our resources in the community while avoiding a spend-down
to outside corporations without being in need. Simultaneously, these users of the Care Navigators system will be
engaged in creating their own vibrant quality of life to their own standards and definition.

The Census Bureau reports that within a decade, 1 in 5 people will be older adults, notes Elanit Linder, LMSW and
Director of Adult Aging Services at JFS. “If we ignore the fact that in a short 10 years we will have more older adults
than any other age group including children, then our entire social service network will be in crisis,” she warns.

AARP reports that an initial assessment by an Aging Life Care Professional can vary widely and generally runs
between $800 to $2,000 (Julie Wagner, CEO of the Aging Life Care Association). Hourly rates for ongoing services
range from $90 to $250. JFS’s research showed that the only non-profit Aging Life Care Program in the state is
through the Agency on Aging. The Agency on Aging catches those folks in in poverty on Medicaid and cannot serve
the middle income poor struggling on their Social Security and pension payments. After months of research, JFS
settled on an out of state non-profit model to build a program that serves a diverse cohort of people
regardless of background or socioeconomic status.

Care Navigators is made affordable by billing in 10 minute increments or a Care Navigator Unit at $36. This way
clients only pay for what they need. As a non-profit, any fees that come in help the community of older adults who
may not have resources. All revenue from Care Navigators is returned to the “pot” and helps to fill in gaps in
service. JFS reviews all cases regardless of ability to pay. The number of double chai or $18 x 2 was chosen
specifically to communicate that by using the Care Navigators services a client is not only educating themselves

for preventative measures but also gjiving charity or tzadakah by keeping their resources in aging and in the Jewish
Community. Why wouldn’t someone choose to get their information at a lower cost and a benefit to the community?

With an upcoming Aging Mastery program the goal of Care Navigators and JFS as a whole is to re-empower the
community. In aging, this is incredibly important. The upcoming Boomers will not live (Continued on page 20)
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A DOUBLE HEADER! Happy families
took over the JCC...INSIDE AND OUT!

Hundreds of families
with young children
had a blast on Sunday,
May 21 climbing onto
fire-engines, experi-
encing what it’s like
to be inside an ambu-
lance and police car,
exploring the inside of
a giant construction
truck and more. Held
outdoors under a
warm and sunny sky,
the annual interactive, community-wide Touch-a-Truck
event featured more than 20 different vehicles, plus
food, arts & crafts activities, and a rockin’ DJ to keep
adults and children moving! Many thanks go to event
sponsors: All American Waste, Community Foundation
for Greater New Haven, Bethany Fuel, Mosquito Squad,
B & B Transportation.

While the kids were enjoying the Touch-a-Truck event
set up outdoors, parents with infants, as well as those
getting ready to welcome infants or hoping to do so
someday, were learning about all the local support
available to help them, as they embark on this journey
from pregnancy to pre-K.

The Expecting Expo was both fun and educational,
with a slew of activities that included everything from
PJ Library Story Time to a music & movement

program in the Shalom Baby Cafe, made possible by
the Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven. On
a more serious note, parents and caregivers had the
opportunity to take a much needed Infant CPR Class
and to have their baby’s car seat checked for safe
installation by local experts and professionals. And, oh
yes, there were lots and lots of raffle prizes to be had!

The day-long event was presented primarily by Shalom
Baby/Women'’s Philanthropy in partnership with the
Jewish Community Center of Greater New Haven, and
made possible by several presenting sponsors
including “Platinum Rattle Sponsors”: Generations
OB/GYN, Sound Obstetrics & Gynecology, Cord Blood
Registry, and others.

Plans are

already
underway for
next year's
Expecting Expo
and Touch-a-
Truck Mega
Event, slated for
Sunday,

June 2, 2024.
Save the date!
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As we celebrate 43 years in
Stratford, we would like to welcome
Dr. Zachary Korwin to our
Brush & Floss Family!

. BRUSH & FLOSS

DENTAL CENTER

We have expanded our
office to better meet the needs
of our patients. As always, all of

our consultations are
complimentary

Celebrating 43 years!

To accommodate your
busy schedule,
we are open four evenings
and every Saturday!

HIGH-TECH FAMILY,
COSMETIC AND IMPLANT
DENTISTRY

4 x .

Zachary F. Korwin,
D.M.D. FI.C.O.l.

D

Jeffrey C. Hoos,
D.M.D., FA.G.D

Johna D. Zitnay,
D.M.D.

Julia C.Latham,
D.D.S.

P: 203.378.9500 | F: 203.386.9057 | BetterSmile.com
Mon-Thurs: 8am - 8pm | Fri: 8:30am - 5pm | Sat: 8:30am - 4pm

Jewish Senior Services is now

V() /\|( Senior Life g

NE
Service is Our Calling Lﬂlﬁbﬂ

1973 CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SENIORS 2023

Mozaic Institute

Mozaic Jewish Home on Aging

& Memory Care

Mozaic
Rehabilitation Centenr

Where the pieces
of senior care
come togethenr
beautifully.

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus
4200 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604 m 203-365-6400 ® mozaicsl.org
For information about Mozaic Senior Life services, please call 1-833-MSL-LINK (675-5465)

Mozaic Home Care

Mozaic Hospice

Mozaic Companions &
Homemakers

Mozaic
ConciergelLiving

Mozaic atHome

A~ B

Navigation

Mozaic Center
for Elcler Abuse
Prevention

Mozaic Acdult Day
Program

Mozaic Memory
Workshop

Mozaic Outpatient
Rehabilitation

Mozaic Adult
Family Living

£8/G ¢ £20Z ‘NIAVH M3N WOTVHS ‘S ebed



SHALOM NEW HAVEN, 2023 « 5783 Page 6

The Judaica Project Impact Grant:

Examining the ritual use of Judaica through the ages

The Judaica Project is one of eight outstanding
community initiatives made possible by
generous funding from a Jewish Federation of
Greater New Haven 2023 Impact Grant.

A collaboration between the Jewish Historical
Society of Greater New Haven (JHSGNH) and
Rabbi Reena Judd of the Peter C. Hereld House
for Jewish Life at Quinnipiac University, this
unique project will feature a series of monthly
programs hosted on Zoom by JHSGNH. It will
include programs presented by Rabbi Judd on
the thrifted Judaica box project at Quinnipiac,
and the history, religious significance, and ritual
use of different types of Judaica. Discussions
will focus on different types of Judaica, and will
include time for attendees to share their own
items and stories.

Program topics will be seasonal — for example
groggers for Purim, seder plates for Passover,
and menorahs for Chanukah.

In addition to these in-house programs, JHSGNH
and the Peter C. Hereld House for Jewish Life at
Quinnipiac will host guest speakers, including
Jewish artists and crafters, as well as those

30 Selden St, Woodbridge, CT | Wednesday, 1-4 pm

Join us for a fun afternoon of bowling fun with friends and
family to support the JCC Sports & Rec Department! We
encourage everyone to raise funds for the JCC. All funds will
go towards improvements to the playscape.

Contact: Sandy or Lindsey

involved with Judaica on social media, and resellers of
vintage Judaica. Moderators of the Judaica Thrifting
Facebook group and Shtetl Baby, a vintage Jewish
book and object online store, have also expressed an
interest in participating in the program.

To complement these monthly programs, JHSGNH
staff will create small exhibits of the same Judaica
type from the Historical Society’s collection, as
holdings and conditions allow. These programs and
exhibits will be featured on Facebook and Instagram.

Menorahs in the Jewish Historical Society of Greater
New Haven collection, clockwise from top left:
Hanging brass oil-burning chanukiah made in Israel
prior to 1960; Brass Polish-style chanukiah made in
New York City, circa 1915; Electrified brass menorah
presented to New Haven’s Horeb Lodge No. 25 on

its 50th anniversary in 1906 by B’nai B'rith District
Grand Lodge No. 1; Brass chanukiah made in Taiwan
after 1960.

Rabbi Judd and others will present — including local
Jewish artists, crafters, and Judaica collectors interest-
ed in presenting in this program series or be featured
on social media, may email info@jewishhistorynh.org.

@

. . .‘ ‘
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WEDNESDAY
JULY 26, 7:30 PM

Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel (BEKI), 85 Harrison Street, New Haven

““for these things

do i weep”’

Tisha B’Av in a time of climate change

Tisha B’Av reminds us that
we never fully let go of our
deepest dislocations.
Modern day Jews face
another existential crisis—
climate disruption. What
can Tisha B’Av teach us
about this moment? Join
us to experience and
explore the deep wisdom
of Tisha B’Av to meet, live
through, and grow from
the climate crisis.

To sign up, please go to

jewishnewhaven.org/tishab’av




The Jewish Federation of Greater New
Haven is proud to announce the eight
new collaborative programs that have
been awarded Community Impact
Grants for the year 2023.

There was an increased request from
many organizations and synagogues
to fund creative partnerships that

will strengthen the impact of Jewish
engagement and programming across
Greater New Haven. Seed money has
been granted to develop new initiatives
to programs based factors such as
collaboration, long-term impact, and
their ability to affect positive change in
the Greater New Haven Jewish
community.

The Jewish Federation is grateful to
task force members Linda Caplan,
Dena Schulman Green, Sami Merit,
Stacey Perkins, and Norman Ravski
(chair), for their participation in this
process.

The 2023 Impact Grants have been awarded
to the following programs and initiatives:

COLORS OF MY JEWISH YEAR Beth Israel
Synagogue in Wallingford, in collabo-
ration with Quinnipiac Hillel and local
area libraries will offer a series of cre-
ative, interactive educational programs
for children ages 3-8, to provide mean-

Federation Announces 2023

IMPACT GRANTS RECIPIENTS

ingful, Jewish experiences for affiliated,
unaffiliated and interfaith Jewish young-
sters in the Greater Wallingford area.

JUDAICA PROJECT The New Haven Jewish
Historical Society, in collaboration with
Quinnipiac Hillel, is creating a series of
monthly programs hosted by JHSGNH.
University Rabbi Reena Judd, will
present programs on thrifted Judaica
and the history, religious significance,
and ritual use of different types of
Judaica. (See story page 6).

CAFEJ—a community partnership
between the Jewish Community Center
of Greater New Haven, Jewish Family
Service, the Towers and Chapel Haven
Schleifer Center — helps residents of
Chapel Haven learn vocational skills
at the newly re-opened Café J through
a supervised internship opportunity. A
JFS professional will provide training,
with food sourced through the Towers
catering.

SAFE SPACES FOR GRIEVING AND HEALING

Jewish Family Service of Greater New
Haven, in collaboration with the Towers,

is providing a program that aims to
help different groups of people in our
community incorporate Jewish values
and traditions in their lives, as a part of
their reinterpretation of life after loss.
Greater New Haven adults of any age,
who are experiencing different types

of loss, may participate virtually in this
program.

JEWISH AGING MASTERY PROGRAM

The Board of Directors of the Jewish
Federation has established a new
Jewish Seniors Task Force to assist
the elderly in our community cope with
their burgeoning needs. In partnership
with Jewish Family Service, this
project builds empowerment,
connection, and belonging
opportunities for and by aging adults.

PJ GIVES BACK A true collaboration of
learning between Ezra Academy, the
Beverly Levy Early Learning Center at
the JCC of Greater New Haven, and
Jewish Family Service with the Jewish
Federation of Greater New Haven PJ
Library, is creating a new initiative to

Shop Kosher

at the ShopRite of Hamden
VISIT THE KOSHER DEPARTMENT

Enjoy expanded varieties of Kosher products, including weekly
deliveries from AgriStar meats, Flaums, and Beigel's bakery!

We are proud to add David Elliott chicken to our fresh kosher meat offerings.
David Elliot chicken only available at ShopRite of Hamden.

provide a series of events to educate
young families about Jewish responsi-
bility, social justice, and acts of
kindness. Each experience will link
families with interactive activities to
feed the hungry, help those in need,
and promote literacy.

COMMUNITY MEAL DELIVERY The Towers
has initiated a Kosher Shabbat Meal
delivery program. Those identified by
Jewish Family Service, local synagogues
and the JCC as isolated, at-risk, or in
need of community connection, may
benefit from this program. The goal is
to make vulnerable older adults more
connected socially and Jewishly; and
better aware of resources available to
them through the referral of a volunteer
visitor with a kosher meal. This initiative
will broaden opportunities for referrals
to those in need and educate the
community about events, resources
and assistance.

UNIPER TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE
ISOLATION FOR HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
Jewish Family Service of Greater New
Haven, in partnership with the Greater
Hartford Jewish community, will
continue to provide a communication
program for home-bound elderly to
ensure ongoing connection to the
community.

SUPERCOUPON

Present This Coupon at the Time of Purchase to Receive Discount.
Not Valid on Grocery Delivery.

OFFER
* 3 or More Packages of
‘#E™E David Elliot Chicken

(Where Available)

2070

With this coupon and additional purchase of $25.00 or more

(excluding fuel and items prohibited by law). Limit one per family. Void if reproduced,
sold or transferred. Cash value 1/100 cent. Good at any ShopRite® store.

o © 2023 Wakefern Food Corp. Effective Sun., July 2 thru Sat., August 5, 2023.

SUPERCOUPON

Present This Coupon at the Time of Purchase to Receive Discount.
Not Valid on Grocery Delivery.

Klein’s Dried

A
N
o
o
O
“

=o Fruit Nuts
=g
——13
[— T} With this coupon and additional purchase of $25.00 or more
— ) (excluding fuel and items prohibited by law). Limit one per family. Void if reproduced,
sold or transferred. Cash value 1/100 cent. Good at any ShopRite® store.
o © 2023 Wakefern Food Corp. Effective Sun., July 2 thru Sat., August 5, 2023. :

SUPERCOUPON

Present This Coupon at the Time of Purchase to Receive Discount.
Not Valid on Grocery Delivery.

525390 OFF

Fresh Produce

With this coupon and additional purchase of $25.00 or more |

(excluding fuel and items prohibited by law). Limit one per family. Void if reproduced, ¥
sold or transferred. Cash value 1/100 cent. Good at any ShopRite® store. 1

o © 2023 Wakefern Food Corp. Effective Sun., July 2 thru Sat., August 5, 2023. :

— )
———10]
=]
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'
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A new Jewish Federation program to create your legacy

Since it was introduced in 1972,
the Lion of Judah program — an
international initiative of Women'’s

Philanthropy of the Jewish Federations

of North America — has grown to

include 18,000 dynamic Jewish women

worldwide, whose generous gifts in

the amount of $5,000 or more to their

Federations’ annual campaigns help

support Jewish communities at home,

in Israel, and across the globe.

The Lion of Judah pin was
subsequently created to symbolize
the dedication of these philanthropic
women The beautiful gold pin rep-
resents a Jewish woman'’s strong
commitment to Jewish values,
philanthropy and sisterhood.

But while the pin symbolizes the
importance of creating one’s own
Jewish legacy through philanthro-
py, it does not define that legacy.
Instead, it is the responsibility of
each individual Lion to define her
own Jewish legacy and to create a
plan for passing it on to future
generations.

THAT'S WHERE LION BEHIND
THE PIN COMES IN

A new and exciting national initia-
tive launched recently by Women’s
Philanthropy of the Jewish
Federations of North America, Lion
Behind the Pin encourages Jewish
Federation Lions to define and
create their own Jewish legacies

by providing them with a toolkit
thoughtfully designed to help guide

JCC

OF GREATER
NEW HAVEN

SAY YES T0 TOMORROW. ‘\ *@r}

SAY YES T0 YOU.

SAY YES 10 THE JCC.

- Basketball Courts
 Fitness Center

« Six Lane Indoor Swimming Pool

« Childcare and Camp

At the International Lion of Judah Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, Dec. 2022. (I to r) Robyn Teplitzky,
Barbara Green Orell, Judy Skolnick, Linda Caplan,
Dana Schwartz, and Lisa Stanger.

Join the JCC today... get your FIRST MONTH FREE'*

- Pickleball & Racquetball

« Spin Classes

« Virtual and In Person Group Ex Classes, Free To Members

« Enrichment Classes For All Ages

*Promotional rate is valid for first month only. Normal rates apply in the second month with secured payment plan.

them on this journey of self-
reflection.

This new program helps them
pinpoint their own personal

reasons for making the Lion of Judah
major commitment, how they would
like to designate their pin, and create
a legacy to the community.

At the Jewish Federation of Greater
New Haven we value every gift.
Therefore, we welcome all donors at
every level to share with us their per-
sonal stories about why they choose
to give. Our goal is to collect and
create an ongoing catalog of stories.

Women’s Philanthropy of the
Jewish Federation of Greater New
Haven is proud to participate in
this important national program
and will kick-off the project this
summer. Watch for details!

For more information about the
“Lion Behind the Pin” program and
how you can take part, contact
Robyn Teplitzky at
rteplitzky@jewishnewhaven.org.

Must have not been a member in the past six months. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Take advantage of all the J has to offer. Contact membership today at membership@jccnh.org or call (203) 387-2424 x0




THE TOWERS

AT TOWER LANE

By Rabbi Josh Pernick

By the year 70 CE, there had been a
degree of Jewish political autonomy in the
land of Israel for over 200 years, but this
autonomy was wavering. The story of the
Maccabean revolt of 200 years prior was
now ancient memory. The Greeks were no
longer the regional superpower.

At this point in time, the Jewish people

had spent more than a century under the
thumb of Rome. Under Roman rule, the
Jews were allowed to maintain at least a
semblance of independence. But the bur-
den of functioning as a vassal state was
taking its toll. The taxes to Rome were ever
increasing, as were the expected gifts. It
was clear that things could not continue on
their current path.

A small group known as the Zealots
decided to capitalize on this moment,
arming themselves to fight against the
Romans. They even achieved short-term
successes, taking over the palace in which
the Roman overseer Gessius Florus dwelt.
But the success was short-lived. As Rome
began to send reinforcements, the battles

gradually moved from the countryside of
Judea to the national center in Jerusalem.
As the Romans blockaded the walls of
Jerusalem from the outside, the Zealots
imposed an internal blockade, refusing to
allow any emissaries through to negotiate
with Rome.

On the 17th day of the Hebrew Month of
Tammuz, the same day over 650 years
earlier in which the walls of Jerusalem

were breached during the siege of King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia, the Romans
breached the walls of the city. Precisely three
weeks later — on the same day on which the
First Temple fell in the year 586 BCE - the
Second Tempile fell in the year 70 CE.

The period between the breaching of the
walls of Jerusalem and the destruction of
both Temples is the saddest period on the
Jewish calendar. This period, often referred
to as the “Three Weeks,” begins with a
fast day on the 17th of Tammuz, which this
year falls on Thursday, July 6.

There are numerous customs that are
traditionally practiced throughout the
subsequent three weeks, including

JEWISH LEARNING: The ‘Three Weeks’
The saddest period on the Jewish calendar...begins July 6

refraining from scheduling weddings.
These mourning practices are expanded
during the first nine days of the Hebrew
month of Av; in addition to refraining from
weddings, people traditionally refrain from
eating meat and drinking wine and from
listening to many forms of music.

This mourning period concludes with the
saddest day on the Jewish Calendar -
Tisha B’av, or the ninth day of the Hebrew
month of Av. In addition to commemorating
the destruction of both Temples on this
fast day, we also commemorate calamities
that befell the Jewish people throughout
the ages.

The mood shifts fairly dramatically after
Tisha B’av, as just six days later we
celebrate one of the happiest days on the
Jewish calendar, known as Tu B’av. As our
calendar shifts from mournful to celebra-
tory, we also begin to recognize the
looming High Holidays on the horizon,
reading a series of special readings from
the Prophets each Shabbat for seven
weeks leading up to the celebration of the
Jewish New Year — Rosh Hashanah.

friendly, warm and comfortable;
homey; providing a sense of community

No two ways about it, moving is a big deal and
we know that you need more stress like a hole in
the head. Having served our community for more
than 50 years, we know the challenges that
families face when considering a change and
we’re here to help.

Just a sample of some of our tools - only found
here at the Towers:

« Full-time Transition Specialist
« Proactive Partner Model

« Flexible apartment design

« Locally owned and operated

« Homestyle kosher kitchen

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

£8/G ¢ £20Z ‘NIAVH M3N WOTVHS ‘6 @6ed

Experience the Towers for the first time, again. Call us at (203) 772-1816 to Apartments available now!

Limited availability.

start the conversation and schedule a visit or find us at www.towerlane.org.
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ATTHE JCC
JCC cuts the ribbon on Café J!

Sure, the JCC's brand new Café J, housed in the JCC of Greater New Haven, is a great
place to stop by and enjoy a cup of coffee and a bite to eat. But If you think it’s all about
the food, think again.

“Café Jisn’'t only serving up coffee and food,” Michael P. Storz, president of Chapel
Haven Schleifer Center (CHSC), a renowned nonprofit organization that empowers
adults of varying abilities to live independent and self-determined lives.

“It's also serving up inclusivity and opportunity. And it's the continuation of a
beautiful friendship,” he told the crowd of well-wishers gathered for the grand
opening of the Café J eatery on May 22, also known as the “Café with a Cause.”

A unique collaboration between CHSC, the JCC, Jewish Family Service of Greater New
Haven and The Towers, the JCC’s Café J provides internship opportunities to individuals
with developmental and social disabilities to help CHSC
meet its goal. These agencies work in partnership with
The Towers at Tower Lane and with Jewish Family Service
of Greater New Haven (JFS) who is helping to train and
coordinate mentors and interns.

Café J is made possible in part through a generous
Community Impact Grant from the Jewish Federation of
Greater New Haven.
Café J manager Jeremiah
Redmond gets acquainted
with CHSC intern Erin who
can’t wait to start working
at the cafe.

@y favorite part

of being an intern
at the JCC’s

new Cafe J is
learning how to
make coffee and
smoothies...and socializing
with our customers.” Maia

In addition to Storz, other
speakers at the grand
opening included David
Sirowich, JCC President

&
WITH A

TASTY FOOD | DELICIOUS COFFEE | AN INCREDIBLE CAUSE

Café ] does more than offer fresh
food and hand-crafted coffee.
We are committed to providing
individuals with developmental
and social disabilites with
opportunities for growth,
learning and independence.

Monday — Friday: 8 aM-2pm
ks

Café ) is made possible in part
through a generous Community
Impact Grant from the Jewish
Federation of Greater New Haven.

Scan to learn more
about Café J

DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED

Our Partners:

Café)
soughto JCC
you by: OF GREATER NEW HAVEN

) .| o /-\“\ Jewish Federation
THE TQUERS 050 B semvics W/ OF SREATER NEW HavEN

Open for business! Community well-wishers gathered to watch local leaders officially
open Café J by cutting the ceremonial ribbon. Pictured here are: (I to r) Sarah Elsdon
(CHSC); Shelley Gans (JCC) (behind Shelley is Gus Keach-Longo (The Towers); Michael
Storz (CHSC); David Schileifer (intern); Alissa Wurtzel (JFS) (behind David Schieifer);
Scott Cohen (JCC); Dave Sirowich (JCC); Maia (intern); Erin (intern); behind Erin is
Rachel Scolnic-Dobin (JFS); Matt (intern) — (behind Maia is Suzanne Snowden (CHSC).

and JCC Executive Director Scott Cohen; Amy Holtz, Interim CEO and CDO of
the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven; and Rabbi Josh Pernick — Jewish
Community Relations Council Director and Rabbi in Residence, Jewish Federation.

Also on hand were Café J Consultant Shelley Gans; Jennifer Bayer, Associate Vice
President, Strategic Initiative of the Towers; Rachel Scolnic-Dobin of Jewish Family
Service who is overseeing the CHSC interns working at Café J.

Doron Krakow, President and CEO of the Jewish Community Center Association of North
America, who made the trip to New Haven from the organization’s headquarters in New
York, talked about his recent visits to both the CHSC and the New Haven JCC.

“And when we come to a place like New Haven and have a chance to spend some time
at the Chapel Haven Schleifer Center, and then we come here to the JCC of Greater
New Haven and see how these institutions are working not just in partnership but in
the warm embrace of a community committed to the success of one another, we find
that we have something in New Haven that we need to share with the 169 other [JCC]
communities across the continent because you are a roll model — a guiding light for the
building of a greater Jewish community and a greater
jewish community everywhere that there is a JCC.

“So, we couldn’t wait to be back here and share in
this celebration; to revel in the magic of this
community; to spend time with Harriet Schleifer and
her son David...with Mike and his team...with Scott...
with Amy and the Federation leadership. We are very
proud to be among you today, and may we all
continue to go from strength to strength.”

Harriet Schleifer, Chair of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish

Organizations, a CHSC supporter and mother to Intern David Schleifer celebrating the
ribbon cutting.

The ribbon cut, the community celebrated the opening of Café J with...cupcakes!
Pictured here: (I to r) Dave Sirowich (JCC), Michael Storz (CHSC), Jen Bayer (The Towers),
Shelley Gans (JCC), Alissa Wurtzel (JFS), Rachel Scolnic-Dobin (JFS), Scott Cohen (JCC),
Amy Holtz (Federation), and Gus Keach-Longo (The Towers).
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ATTHE JCC
Popular Self-Care Method: Melt™

By Susan Donovan

Director of Wellness & Group Exercise,
JCC of Greater New Haven

An acronym for Myofascial Energetic Length Technique, MELT™ is a method of
self-treatment providing therapy for the body’s connective tissue known as fascia.
Under the direction of a certified Melt Method Practitioner, practicing Melt has
been proven to improve flexibility, provide relief from chronic pain, and can facili-
tate a natural balance and state for the body.

Created by therapist Sue Hitzmann, drawing on the cutting-edge of neurofascial
science and proven manual therapy practices, this groundbreaking self-treatment
utilizes bodywork techniques that support health, fitness, and quality of life.

HOW IT WORKS:

The body is ‘held together’ by a series of this connective tissue surrounding all the
muscles and providing support for joints. This system of fascial tissue also carries
many nerve endings which can trigger a sense of tightness, discomfort and often
pain. Through a series of precise techniques — using specialized soft foam rollers
and small balls — MELT rehydrates the body’s connective tissue allowing a gentle
release of tension while calming the nervous system.

Melt also improves flexibility as it restores the elastic qualities of the fascial tissue
that surrounds all muscles, bones, and joints. By rehydrating on a cellular level,
the Melt Method works to reestablish the unique fluid quality throughout the body,
also providing greater support and range of motion at the joints.

THE FOUR R’S OF MELT™ INCLUDE:
RECONNECT: Identification of any imbalance in the body to target and assessments
to help foster a strong connection between body and mind.

REBALANCE: Techniques to focus on the nervous system, diaphragm, and
‘NeuroCore’ to facilitate proper functioning organs, leading to improvement in
balance and stability.

REHYDRATE: Improving fluidity to relieve tension that causes muscle and joint pain.

RELEASE: Decompression of the joints commonly afflicted with pain leading to a
significant reduction in physical pain, along with a decrease of accumulated stress
in the nervous system releasing emotional stress.

According to Certified Melt Method Practitioner Betsy Bell-Osterholm, “The Melt
Method practice can benefit all body types, ages, and activity levels. My clients
often see significant improvements in mobility, energy level, pain management,
and even improved sleep!”

Contact susand@jccnh.org for a free session at the JCC and experience the
benefits as you gently melt away your aches and pains!
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g - CALL CHARLES!! 203.795.4737 v
DJ/MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT FOR ANY OCCASION
PROUD TO BE ENTERTAINING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1978!

th%@@@
AUTO BODY SHOP inc.

- American and Foreign Specialists -

Free Estimate  Frame Machine ® Professional Insurance Help
Loaner Car Available ¢ Interstate Car Carrier Service

p I L VL INE 36 LUCY STREET, WOODBRIDGE, CONNECTICUT 06525

Take Your Bank Anywhere!

L

Download the easy to use mobile app today!

i

ESSEX SAVINGS BANK
Service & Trust  Since 1851
Essex, 35 Plans Road, 860-767-2573 « Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238
Chester, 203 Middlesex Avenue, BG0-526-0000 » Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611
el I,_\'[||r;, 100 Halls Road, 860-434-1646« Old S;l}']nnnk, 135 Main Street, 860-388-3543
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JCC Day Camps

JCC OF GREATER NEW HAVEN

WHERE THE

Summertime is such a special time BARRY VINE

of the year. Kids are on break—
spending extra time with friends, SenD a

playing at the pool, or maybe even

having ice cream for dinner. And then
there’s going to the JCC Day Camps!

At the JCC Day Camps, anything is SCHOLARSHIP FUND
possible. One day you can be among

the trees on the ropes course. The next you can be channeling the
Avengers on the archery range. There’s something special about
camp. Maybe it’s that kids can be their true, authentic selves.
Maybe it’s that kids can learn about themselves and others in a
way that doesn’t exist in the classroom. Maybe it's because..
Summer camp is magical! Discover how to make a kids dreams a

reality this summer at: jew|shnewhaven org/glve

Pl IV @

The Sports and Recreation department will run an After Camp program
to extend the camp day! The perfect opportunity for campers who want
to spend more time with friends, are looking for afternoon activities, and

for parents who need care after 4 pm. Families can register for the days

of the week they need care for, and activities will last as late as 6 pm.
Activities will include outdoor play, water games, crafts, GAGA, games,
free swim (Fridays) and many more pre-planned activities. Fun for all ages.

Summer is shining through
at JCC Day Camps!

Check out our Instagram account
for a week-to-week peek at all the
fun in photos!

Join us as we lead JCC DAY
CAMPERS, ages 4-15,0n a
summer of adventure, discovery
and exploration. Follow the fun,
as they make memories and
build lasting friendships, while
experiencing a whole world of
activities, both indoors and out —
* the beautiful outdoor
pool where campers hone
their swimming skills
e the popular Israeli-inspired
Gaga pit
* the archery range
* the low ropes course
* the basketball courts
* nature trails
* PLUS...facilities for indoor
arts & crafts and So, Whether you're a parent or grandparent or simply
woodworking a friend, check us out on instagram at jecdaycamps.

&‘ '\ SRR ROCKS)

Judy /upem.

-Be I The ~

lily & : & Hoffmann

Our sun-filled entrance is one of the first things to greet
campers and staff every morning when they arrive at JCC
Day Camps for a day of fun in the sun...and the last thing
they see at the end of each adventure-filled day!

So, why not show your support for JCC Day Camps by
purchasing a brightly colored sun that will be displayed for
all to see at the entrance to camp?! It’s the perfect way to
honor your favorite camper...commemorate a

special milestone...or just shout out your belief qaﬁj{qm
in the value of the camp experience. ey !)

.u'-"- _‘;',.“'

For information on how you can purchase a [m] =

JCC Day Camp sun, contact: Lindsey Barger at
lbarger@jewishnewhaven.org, or visit jeenh.org/sunshine




IN THE COMMUNITY IEEEERRRRRRRIT
n Overnight Camp, and more

Some people say there’s nothing new under the sun. But, after 85 years, new
and exciting programs just keep on coming to Camp Laurelwood, the beautiful
and bucolic overnight Jewish camp located in Madison, CT.

Here’s a quick look at the program additions and enhancements that have been
instituted over the past few years to make Connecticut’'s only Jewish overnight
camp a shining star.

Though the seven weeks of overnight camp are still the core of Laurelwood’s
programming, in recent years new Jewish families have joined the Laurelwood
community through program partnerships with PJ Library, Jewish Federation of
Greater New Haven, Mandell JCC of Greater Hartford’s Camp Shalom (and other Mandell JCC programs), and the Jewish
Federation of Western Mass.

Laurelwood launched a small day camp a few years back, that numbered about 20-30 kids per week. Our day camp was
put on hold for the 2020/21 seasons due to COVID, but when we brought it back in 2022 we had a huge increase in
interest. We currently have about 100 day campers a week, from rising kindergartners to rising 7th-graders.

Two Family Camp opportunities are now offered in partnership with Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven, Mandell JCC
of Greater Hartford, and the Jewish Federation of Western Mass. Family Camps feature fun in the lake and pool, a
family-friendly Shabbat celebration, and a wide variety of camp activities, such as arts and crafts, archery, and sports.
Camp is stroller-friendly, our camper cabins are transformed into family housing, and camp traditions are shared with
younger generations.

Beyond the summer, we are engaged in year-round programming with our community partners. We hold community events
at camp, and in public places, at JCCs, Federations and synagogues. This past year, we held events at locations like the
Essex Steam Train and the Shoreline Trolley Museum — we brought PJ Library books, snacks, and opportunities to follow
up with other Jewish families.The relationships we have helped foster between families has helped to build a stronger
Jewish community on the shoreline.

Fitness +
Wellness =

LIVE WELL

JCC

OF GREATER
NEW HAVEN

Check out and

SAVE

on LIVE WELL
bundles'
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POWERED BY
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GREATER NEW HAVEN
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FAMILY C&MP WEEK Ni) RETREAT

September 1-4 | Camp Laurelwood, Madison

An all-inclusive family
Shabbat weekend

Designed specifically for Jewish
families with kids 12 and under

e Boating

» Unplugging to
connect with family

e Songs around the

e Activities include homework help, playground and outdoor Gaga, gymnasium
play, swimming in our indoor pool, arts and crafts in our makerspace, and so
much morel!

e Schools included will be Ezra academy, Beecher Road School, Bethany,
Community School, and Edgewood School. Transportation will be included.

e Discount for Ezra Academy students

e Afterschool program includes discounts on vacation camp programs, snow
day programs, and transportation to all classes and lessons at the JCC.

*QOther schools will be considered with interest

CODE

campfire
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SCAN THE QR

For more info, and to RSVP, visit:
camplaurelwood.org/jewish-family-camp

Contact Sandy at Sandyh@jccnh.org for more information!

w DAYS PER WEEK FEE PER MONTH

z 2 Days $272
|
) 3Days $396
|
m 4 Days $512
Q.. 5Days $600

$8/G + £20Z ‘NIAVH M3IN WOTVHS ‘¢l ebed
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New Haven’s Andy Sarkany takes an
emotional journey with March of the Living

On April 19, 2023, Andy Sarkany, a resident of New Haven, walked through the gates of the notorious Auschwitz
concentration camp, as part of a delegation of 27 adult members of Connecticut’'s Jewish community, most of them,
like Sarkany, Holocaust survivors. Sarkany, the longtime Donor Services & Campaign Manager of the Jewish Federation
of Greater New Haven, was invited to join the Voices of Hope delegation as part of the 35th annual March of the Living.

“It has been a goal of Voices of Hope to send a delegation to the March of The Living since its inception,” says Kathy
Fishman, Voices of Hope Executive Director, who invited Sarkany to join the trip which spends 10 days visiting Auschwitz
and Birkenau concentration camps before heading off to Israel in time to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut — Israel
Independence Day — in Israel for three days.

“We were slated to go in 2021, but due to the pandemic, we had to cancel our trip,” explains Fishman. “This year, we
had a group of 27 people, mostly from Connecticut, that included Andy Sarkany, as well as descendants of survivors,
Voices of Hope board members, Rabbi Zerin of West Hartford’s Beth El Temple, Sam Kassow, Voices of Hope educator
and historian, and Joel Lohr of Hartford International.

On Yom HaShoah — Holocaust Remembrance Day — the group marched from Auschwitz to Birkenau with 10,000
others, mostly students, from 25 countries in triumph of those who survived and in remembrance of the six million Jews
murdered.

“Having Andy join us on the trip was truly an honor, as he was one of 45 survivors in attendance. One of the highlights
was hearing Andy share his story with 750 students from Panama. They were in awe of his presentation, positivity and
the lessons he shared and serenaded him at the end with a rendition of the song Hallelujah,” she said.

Andy Sarkany’s Holocaust story is well known throughout the New Haven Jewish community.

Sarkany was born in Budapest, Hungary on October 31, 1936, just after Hitler rose to power, but before what he calls
the “real Holocaust activities” in Hungary took place.

In 1943, he moved with his family into the Seventh district that about a year later became part of the Budapest ghetto.
The ghetto was managed by the Arrow Cross party — Hungary’s Nazi party — who were antisemites and abused the Jews
even before the opening of the ghetto.

In a talk arranged by Voices of Hope, Andy Sarkany spoke to 750 Panamanian students in Poland as part of
March of the Living.

After Germany occupied Hungary in March 1944, Adolf Eichman appeared on the Hungarian scene to expedite the
transportation of Hungarian Jews to concentration camps. Hungary had between approximately 650,000 to 700,000
Jews, the majority living mostly in Budapest and the surrounding big cities. When Eichman came he organized the
transport to Auschwitz-Birkeneau of about 550,000 Hungarian Jews. Very few survived. But, many people living in the
ghetto survived, because the Nazis believed that at the right moment they would just go from building to building and
take the Jews to the railroad station and ship them to concentration camps. But they were running out of time. The
Soviets were coming much faster than the Nazis anticipated. By the time they realized what was going on, it was too late
for rounding up the Jews from the ghetto.

So, over 80,000 Hungarian Jews transferred into a smaller area, among them approximately 150 kids, including Sarka-
ny, were housed in the building’s cellar - of, as Sarkany calls it, the “dungeon.”

The conditions were miserable. The cellar had only two windows and one light bulb. The children were continuously told
to be quiet and have very little movement. They were given only one meal a day and were watched all the time. They
were always cold and hungry. The guards came into the ghetto often and the kids were physically and verbally abused.

Of his experience in the ghetto, Sarkanay says: “You never forget these things.”

Recently, Shalom New Haven had the opportunity to speak with Andy Sarkany from his home in Westville about his
experience as a member of the Voices of Hope delegation on March of the Living.

SNH: When did you come to the United States?

ANDY SARKANY (AS): The Soviets liberated the ghetto in
January 17, 1945, and they liberated Hungary by end of
February. The conditions under Soviet communism from
1950 on were really very brutal. The revolution started in
October 1956 and ended after eight days of fighting on
October 21 — my 20th birthday. We had hoped that Soviet
communism was overturned, but the Soviets came back
and took over the country. By that time there were about
50,000 Hungarians lost in the fighting and over 250,000
of them escaped to Austria.

After the Soviets came back and took over the country
again, | told my parents | have no future in our country,
and I'm willing to take a risk with my life to escape. So,
on November 23, 1956, | said goodbye to my family and,
with only an overcoat, | left. It took me four weeks to go
from Budapest to Vienna —about 160 miles. | did a lot
of walking and finally got to Vienna, where I crossed the
Hungarian border into southern Austria. From there |
eventually ended up in Vienna and got to the American
Embassy. In January 1957, | entered the United States as
a Hungarian refugee and sailed on a Marine Corps
transfer ship into the United States.

SNH: How did you become connected to Voices of Hope?
AS: | received a scholarship or financial aid from a small
Christian College in East Tennessee. | got my degree in
mathematics and physics, then received my masters
degree in applied mathematics and computer science at
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. But | eventu-
ally left graduate school [for financial reasons]. Eventually,
I worked for IBM for 25 years, until IBM downsized back in
the 90s. Thousands of employees were let go, and | was
forced to retire because | was already 55.

| decided not to continue my career in science, particularly
computer science. Instead, | decided to be part of the
Jewish community and Jewish life. | eventually became
executive director at a small Jewish Federation. Then, |
took a position in the Hillel Academy of Pittsburgh, an
Orthodox Jewish day school, as chief financial officer and
director of development. | was there five years.

My wife and | decided that if he wanted to be close to our
grown children, we’d better move to the East Coast. So, |
saw an ad in the Chronicle of Philanthropy for a fundraiser
at the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven. | lived in
Binghamton, New York when | worked at IBM, and there |
was very involved as a volunteer with the city’s day school,
and with Federation and the JCC. | was raising money for
them. So, | felt comfortable in that environment.

I was a full-time employee at the New Haven Federation
for about 16 years and then | became a half-time
employee. | work from home on the annual campaign.

In Connecticut, | affiliated with a non-profit organization
called Holocaust Child Survivors of Connecticut. Agnes
Vertes was president at the time and she still is. | also
participated in the Bridgeport JCC’s Adopt A Survivor — a
program in which high school juniors and seniors adopt a
Holocaust survivor who creates an understanding of what
really happened during the Holocaust by discussing the
survivor’s individual experience. Shortly after, | was able to
bring the program to New Haven.

Eventually, people got to know me at Voices of Hope,
which is located in West Hartford, and they reached out
to me to support this effort to send Holocaust survivors to
give talks in schools. | also affiliated with an organization
in White Plains, New York, called Holocaust and Human
Rights Resource Education Center. They do sort of the
same thing there as Voices of Hope.

So I am involved in these three organizations for
Holocaust survivors and whenever (Continued on page 26)



On the Road in Spain...
toHeIp Ukrmlan Refugees

*‘l’

Rabbl Mlchael Farbman (kneeling, front) with his W|fe Olga Markus (2nd from Ieft) W|th
some of the Ukrainian refugees they came to help in Spain.

In the spring of 2022, the Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) and American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) asked for Russian and Ukrainian speaking
clergy to travel to Poland, Hungary and Moldova to support the Jews fleeing war in
Ukraine, to help them celebrate Passover, and lift their spirits.

Rabbi Michael Farbman did not hesitate to answer the call.

In April 2022, when the spiritual leader of Temple Emanuel in Orange returned from
spending a week in Poland as a volunteer, he wrote to congregants: “I have spent a
week on the ground, visiting multiple refugee centers, running programs for adults,
playing with kids, sharing simple meals, and listening to stories. | have also tried, as
much as | could, to offer some support to the volunteers and professionals on the
ground, helping to run the response to this unprecedented humanitarian crisis.”

Armed with a credit card and the generosity of his congregants, Rabbi Farbman also pro-
vided the Ukrainians with everything from clothing to medications to snacks and treats,
board games and toys — some of which were bought there and much of which was col-
lected by congregants prior to his departure.

Four months later, in August 2022, Rabbi Farbman had just returned from a trip to
Israel, when he learned that there were many Ukrainian refugees who had found their
way to Spain, and that the local Jewish community — most notably Beth Shalom, a
Reform synagogue in Barcelona — was organizing programs for them, with the support
of the World Union for Progressive Judaism’s Ukraine Crisis Fund. Dedicated volunteers
and coordinators were working very hard to create special summer experiences for these
children displaced by war, and they really needed help.

The Rabbi was off again. Accompanied by his son, Samuel Farbman, the two boarded a
flight to Barcelona, where they spent, again with the help of Temple Emanuel members
and friends.

“The 9th of Av fell right in the middle of our trip,” the Rabbi wrote to TE congregants. -
we were so grateful for this opportunity to do something meaningful, helping to heal the
world, and our people.”

“We helped with shopping, sang songs with kids, and met with a few families. | gave a
talk about the upcoming 9th of Av and led Shabbat services (in Russian, simultaneous-
ly translated into Spanish by an amazing local coordinator, with readings in Spanish,
Catalan, Russian and of course Hebrew).” At the same time, Sam helped set up the
computers they had brought, cooked pizza with the kids, and answered their myriad of
questions, especially about education in America.

A REPORT FROM RABBI FARBMAN AND OLGA MARKUS
This spring, Rabbi Farbman made his third trip abroad to help Ukrainian refugees — his
second to Spain. This time he was accompanied by his wife, Olga Markus, who was

www.TheGustoKitchen.com
Kosher Full Service Catering

www.Ladleandloafct.com
Kosher Restaurant
Cuaft Sandwiches & Soups
NEW HAVEN, CT
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www.MarketFive20.com
Kosher Provisions

making her first such trip. Markus is Program Director of Community & Jewish Life at The
Jewish Federations of North America and the Temple Emanuel Religious School Director.
Markus has been coordinating the volunteer work all over Europe on behalf of JFNA from
the very beginning, so while this was her first trip in person, she has been (and
continues to be) involved in this sacred work pretty much every day for over a year now.

/'7/. The couple chronicled their
recent trip to help Ukrainian
refugees in Spain in the
following report to congregants:

It's been over a year since the
war in Ukraine broke out and
[Rabbi Farbman] boarded a
flight to Poland as an official
volunteer with JDC; and then to
Spain to support Ukrainian
refugees in Europe as part of
the JFNA's Global Volunteer
Hub Initiative.

Among those Rabbi Farbman and Olga Markus helped
in Spain were Ukrainian children.

A year is a long time. In Poland
in April 2022 People were utterly disoriented by the physical and emotional ordeal they
have just survived. The war was devastating. The people were hurting and shaken. There
was shock, disbelief, and a hope that the war would soon be over and that Ukrainians
would return to their homes.

In Barcelona in August 2022, the immediate pain and shock felt more distant, and
people were facing the reality that their lives were not going to be the same again, and
they had to make some difficult choices and long-term decisions for their families. They
needed help, reassurance, and support as they were trying to figure out their next steps.
They needed someone to watch over their children as they navigated bureaucracies and
sought work. They needed to hear from those who had already gone through the
immigrant experience to tell them that they would be okay.

(Continued on page 27)
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New moms connect at Shalom Baby Cafe

In 2020, COVID hit — and Rebecca Gerber and her
husband packed up their New York City apartment,
scooped up their young daughter, and moved back home
to New Haven. Her move was made easier by the Jewish
Federation’s Family Outreach Coordinator Kayla Bisbee,
who was instrumental in introducing her to the Jewish
community, says Gerber.

Gerber wanted to help other young moms make a similar
transition, so she was quick to say yes last August when
Bisbee asked her to co-chair Shalom Baby, together with
her mother and mother-in-law.

“My goal through Shalom Baby is to help moms and fam-
ilies meet each other and form communities since it can

Rebecca with Ari (left) with her

be very isolating in the early years,” says Gerber, who was
pregnant with her second child at the time.

The group went so well that Gerber took it a step further.
“We launched Shalom Baby Café in January,” says Gerber.

sister Jill and baby Jack (right).

Shannon Garfield felt the same after the birth of her first child, Moshe.

“Since Moshe was only four weeks old, each Wednesday morning we’d
go to the JCC of Greater New Haven for Shalom Baby — time to gather
with other new parents with babies, sit on the floor to play and drink
coffee. This weekly gathering has consistently been a highlight each
week and has meant so much to me on my parental leave. As a family
we've truly gained an incredible community,” says Garfield.

“During our weekly time together, | learned so much, including tips for
keeping socks on little baby feet, how to increase my breast milk supply,
and where in town were the best children’s consignment shops. | saw
other awesome moms with children older than mine, prep
for their first date night, go back to work, plan for their first
family vacation...” and more.

“I'm so thankful we’ve found this community and even
more grateful that he has made some of his first friends,”
said Garfield. Gerber wishes Shalom Baby Café was
around when her now three-year-old daughter was born.

“It's been great for me and Ari, who is eight months old, to
meet other families in the area. | feel like | missed out on
building a community when my daughter was a baby due
to COVID, so I'm really enjoying getting out of the house
and finding new friends. I've learned a lot from the other
moms already!” she says.

“We started with just a few moms and have grown outside
of our regular space with an average of 10-15 groups each
week with babies up to two.”

As it turns out, Shalom Baby Café was especially welcoming ‘ A /

for first time moms, like Sydney Brosler. “Shalom Baby was ~Sydney with Ari (left) and Shannon  Kayla Bisbee.
a group that | was nervous to join,” says Brosler, mother of With Moshe at Tot Shabbat in May.

Ari. “However, Shalom Baby Café is extremely welcoming and warm, especially to young new Shalom Baby is an initiative of the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven's
moms. It made opening up very easy and natural as everyone was in the same or similar phase ~Women's Philanthropy, and meets as a Tot Shabbat on Fridays at 11 am. There
of life with their children. “I look forward to going each week! | always wanted to be a part of is also a What's App Group, “Shalom Baby on the Go” for meetups around

this type of group once | had a baby and this was the perfect place to start. | look forward to Greater New Haven. For more info or to provide the names of new families,
many events and gatherings in the future.” contact Kayla Bisbee at kbisbee@jewishnewhaven.org or (203) 387-2424 x300.

X
s B @ W

Lion of Judah Pomegranate Sabra Society

{7 2 \\ Jewish Federation

OF GREATER NEW HAVEN

Stories for Summer
and Beyond!

Thank You
To Our
Generous

Sponsors PJ Library

keeps kids
reading
season after
season...

Sign Up Today!

Free books for Jewish kids from birth to 12.
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Join us and see just what we can do!

Throughout the enormous challenges of the past few years, our The 2023 campaign closes on August 3 1.
Federation, with your support, has helped our community to Contact Amy Holtz to make your gift today at

stay strong and connected-while also helping those aholtz@jewishnewhaven.org.
in need here at home, Israel, Ukraine,and worldwide.
Together we can make our national and global Please give gener'ously,
Jewish community more inclusive, diverse, and secure. e ko 3 .
But we need your help. Visit jewishnewhaven.org/give

We need resources to keep Jewish life vibrant and

safe, to create a culture of belonging for all who {4 i \\ Jewish Federation

are Jewish and their loved ones, all while building OF GREATER NEW HAVEN
across diverse communities.
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Year Four Security
: Grants Now Available!

Year 4 of the Jewish Foundation’s security grants cycle began January 15, 2023 (and the
deadline is August 3, 2023). This security grants initiative, for synagogues, day schools,

JCC, and Camp Laurelwood (from the Arthur Eder Family Fund, in memory of Arthur & Yvette
Eder) has awarded over $780,000 since 2020 to Congregation B’nai Jacob, Congregation
BEKI, Congregation Or Shalom, Hebrew Congregation of Woodmont, the Israeli Jewish
Center, Temple Emanuel, Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek, Slifka Center for Jewish Life at Yale,
Chabad of the Shoreline, Chabad of Hamden, Congregation Mishkan Israel, Westville
Synagogue, Temple Beth David, Temple Beth Sholom, Ezra Academy, Camp Laurelwood,
Camp Gan lIsrael, Southern Connecticut Hebrew Academy, Temple Beth Tikvah, and the JCC.

Grants were made for armed guards, new alarm and monitoring systems, protective window
film, gates, cameras and much more. Most grants were part of larger security initiatives

where the organization worked with the Jewish Federation’s Regional Security Advisor, and/
or local, state or federal law enforcement, to assess and prioritize its security vulnerabilities.

NEW REQUIRMENT FOR 2023 & FORWARD:

Applicant must have had a security site consultation with Michael Shanbrom, Regional
Security Advisor, mshanbrom@securecommunitynetwork.org; (203) 916-3054.

Go to jewishnewhaven.org/grants for more information.

@
CREATEA
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Whats will your Jeuish legacy be?

Carole and Paul Bass Created a Legacy for Their
Synagogue, Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel

“BEKI is where our family became Jewish: where our daughters and | converted, where we learned to read Torah,
where our lives began to revolve around the rhythms and melodies of Jewish life. Although our kids have chosen
to live elsewhere, we made a legacy commitment for all the BEKI families to come.” —Carole

For more information, contact the Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven
Lisa Stanger, Executive Director | (203) 387-2424, ext. 382 | Istanger@jewishnewhaven.org
Tamara Schechter, Create a Jewish Legacy Manager | (203) 387-2424, ext. 325 | tschechter@jewishnewhaven.org




ISRAEL EXPERIENCE
Summer Trips Scholarship
Recipients 2023:

MAZEL TOV TO OUR JEWISH FOUNDATION ISRAEL EXPERIENCE SUMMER TRIPS
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:

e Hailey Weissman from Cheshire will attend BBYO Israel Journey

e Solomon Gholian from Orange will attend CTEEN Heritage Poland Israel
Trip

THANK YOU TO OUR ISRAEL EXPERIENCE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS:
* Bloch Family Fund for Israel Travel by Congregation Or Shalom Youth

e Esther Gold Milikowsky-Copelon Fund in memory of Matthew Milikowsky
for Teen Travel to Israel

e Marvin S. Pisetsky Israel Scholarship Endowment Fund

* Arthur Spiegel Israel Scholarship Fund

e Lawrence & Florence Winer Israel Scholarship Fund

e The Earl and Muriel Banquer Israel Endowment Fund

* Henry & Helene Kasha Fund for the Teaching of the Hebrew Language

For more information on the Israel Experience Scholarships go to
newhavenjewishfoundation.org/scholarships.

Women of Vision 2023

The Women of Vision Society of the Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven

met at the Towers at Tower Lane on Tuesday, June 6 to celebrate a successful
implementation of the grant “Adopt A Bubbe: An Intergenerational Jewish Program
for Women and Girls” that was funded last year in the Women of Vision grants cycle.
As part of the grant, the students from Southern Connecticut Hebrew Academy met
monthly with their “bubbe” to socialize and make a project together. The students
and residents really enjoyed their time together and formed lasting bonds that will go
beyond their scheduled meet ups. As one resident Lilian put it, “This

program made me so happy. Today was one of the best days | have had in a long
time! There was so much warmth and love in that room and to think that this lovely
little girl is actually related to my family! We call that b’shert that we were paired
together. It was a perfect afternoon!” Lilian Liberman

(7" "\ Jewish Foundation
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SYNAGOGUE SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Jewish Foundation offers needs-based assistance
for New Haven area synagogue schools. The deadline
for the online application is October 2, 2023.

For more information and applications, visit

Need Reliable Homecare Assistance?
Call us — We Can Help!

Home health aides « PCAs » Companions * Homemakers * & More

. i |
Vi C%mpm/abm

1

203-777-1234

Serving
Southern Connecticut

CALL US FOR FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Bonded and Insured

s iy Stuart Rosenkrantz
General Manager

Visit us online at
aidesandcompanions.com
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BECKERMAN FAMILY

PACE

CHALLENGE

Established in partnership with the
Beckerman Family Foundation, this
is now a $5 million community
campaign for PACE. To date,
$4,008,333 has been raised and we
have met our goal for the $2 million
Beckerman Family PACE Challenge
match. This campaign is intended to
secure the future of the Greater New
Haven Jewish community through

newly established and increased Perpetual Annual Campaign
Endowment (PACE) funds. Thank you to the families listed below
for helping us successfully complete our challenge. If you would

like to join them in helping us

reach (and surpass!) our $5 million

goal, contact Lisa Stanger at (203) 387-2424 x382,
Istanger@jewishnewhaven.org, or Amy Holtz at (203) 387-2424
x254, aholtz@jewishnewhaven.org.

CURRENT DONOR LIST

(as of 6/18/23)

Norman & Caron Alderman**

Richard Amerling™**

David & Karen Astrachan*

Rosalind & Stephen Atkins*

Steve & Judy August*

Gerry and Debbi Barker*

Brad Beckerman**

Linda & Leonard Bell*

Rob & Stacey Bland*

Leatrice Brodner*

Mark & Linda Caplan*

Nancy Cohen*

Rhoda Cohen*

Michael and Karen Diamond**

Joadly Ellant**

Rick and Debra Epstein*

Ronald Farber Memorial PACE
Fund*

Dale & Robert Felice**

Andrea & Steven Fleischman*

Claire Frankel**

Kal Watsky and Deborah Fried**

Suzanne Gallant**

Gary & Patricia Ginsberg*

Dena Schulman-Green & Eric
Green**

Judith Hahn**

Betsy and Jeffrey Hoos**

Scott & Jocelyn Hurwitz**

Bruce & Irene Jacobs*

Cari & Keith Kaplan**

Joel & Iny Karp**

Sandy & Elliott Kerzner PACE
Fund*

Ed Konowitz*

Jackie Koral*

George & Susan Krall**

Bill Loftus*

Lisa Martin**

Marc & Nancy Olins**

Barbara Green Orell*

Hap & Stacey Perkins**

Jodi & Richard Pollack**

Paul & Rita Portnoy*

Eric Ravid**

Norman & Karyn Ravski*

Stephen Saltzman**

Shirley Scholder**

Jimmy Shure**

Susan and Doug Skalka*

Mark and Judy Sklarz**

Ina Silverman & Jay Sokolow*

Emily Fine & Stephen Stein*

Jeffrey & Robyn Teplitzky*

Barry and Hyla Vine**

*= new fund established
**= added funds to existing
PACE/LOJE

jGWiSh Fa m i Iy se Wi ce hel ps (Continued from page 3)

like their parents. This is an intentional, self-sufficient generation that advocated not
only for themselves but also for social justice and equity. They will not “receive care”
but will empower themselves to make decisions. Care Navigators wants to take the
fear out of aging and tackle the hard questions.

Says Elanit, “I cant stand it when people put death, dying and disability on the aging.
People live or die at every age and stage of life. One of my favorite linguistic changes
that I've implemented is to change the language of death to ‘life completion.’

| didn’t find this in an existential book on aging and life like Guande’s Being Mortal,
which should be read by everyone, | stole it from a Trevor Noah joke. When people
asked what the Queen of England died from, he pauses, stares into the camera and
shouts “she died from completing her life!”

That makes so much sense to me. We are all on a spiritual journey. A woman | grew
up with passed away in her 30s, another friend lost a child, and | work with sharp
healthy centenarian folks! Life is about living and life completion is a part of that
process. | also follow a lot of the disability arts and am passionate about the work of
Gaelynn Lea. There are many paths to live a meaningful life at every stage of health
and wellbeing. Please check her out!”

Care Navigators helps untangle messy family relationships and historical trauma
so that everyone can age well in the best communication possible. They educate
to truths about how we age in this for-profit healthcare system and in the state of
Connecticut. They share resources such as palliative and hospice care information,
helping folks to choose what end of life decisions they make.

Please reach out to Elanit at elinder@jfsnh.org to find out how you can get more
invested and excited about your aging, as well as more involved in this important
community program. Read her profile at: Expert Details (aginglifecare.org) And she
is available to share in a scheduled appointment or at your local book club,
synagogue or community center.

SIGN UP NOW for the National Council on Aging’s evidence based Jewish Aging
Mastery Program (JAMP)! Made FREE to you by a generous Community Impact
Grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven. Learn the core
competencies of aging well and empower yourself and your friends to be the
champions, advocates and masters of your own aging. This is the 10 Best Ways to
Healthier, more Satisfying Life as You Age without the Fears (and magical thinking)
of Growing Old! Tuesdays Aug 22nd through Nov 7th 15 minutes after the Silver
Sneakers Exercise program ends, i.e. at 11:15am, in the Terrace Room. Post

your JAMP certificate to Facebook, LinkedIn, your resume... anywhere colleagues,
friends and family will see that you have mastered this program and are ready to
support your community! Program Sign Up is limited, so ACT FAST contact Elanit
Linder, LMSW Director of Aging Adult Services at elinder@jfsnh.org.

\ 8 - Ve or R NEW 1 aVEN

On June 4, members of the Greater New Haven Jewish community, including
staff from the Jewish Federation along with members of Congregation Or
Shalom led by Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus as well as families from PJ Library and
Ezra Academy, marched in the annual JCRC-NY Celebrate Israel Parade in New
York City, in celebration of Israel's 75th birthday.
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Beth Israel Synagogue, Wallingford

22 North Orchard Street, Wallingford, CT | (203) 269-5983 | bethisraelwallingford.org

Open House on September 8-10

Beth Israel Synagogue in Wallingford is hosting an Open-House the weekend of
September 8-10 to give prospective members a chance to experience its variety of
services and programming prior to the high holidays.

“We’re an intimate congregation,” says synagogue president, Phyllis Gordon. “We’re
always trying to provide our members with a rich Jewish experience that nourishes
the mind, the body and the soul. And the best way to learn about us is to participate.
That’s what this weekend is all about.”

The weekend begins with Shabbat (September 8) evening services at 6 pm, followed
by an ice cream oneg. On Saturday, September 9, Shabbat morning services begin
at 9 am. Beth Israel uses its own siddur that draws on elements from all three of
American Judaism’s major movements, together with prayers and reflections written
by the rabbi and members of the congregation. “Our services contain a lot of singing,
says Rabbi Bruce Alpert. “The more voices we have, the more meaningful our prayers
become.”

”

Torah Study follows the service around 10 am. “Torah study really is the heart of who
we are,” says Rabbi Alpert. “We use both ancient and modern Jewish texts to try and
plumb the depths of the weekly portion. The discussions are almost always
stimulating, which is why our study has been going strong for sixteen years now. Or
maybe it's the lox and bagels.”

On Sunday morning, September 10, from 11 am till noon, parents are welcome to
bring their kids to experience Beth Israel’'s Hebrew school taught by our teacher and
Education Director, Marcy Thomaswick. “Our focus in the Hebrew school is on growth,

on getting kids comfortable in a synagogue and helping them to be proud of their Jew-
ish identities. We give our kids hands-on, experiential activities with authentic prob-
lem-solving and collaboration that really deepens their appreciation of their heritage.”

Then on Sunday afternoon at 3 pm, join us for a screening of Ushpizin, a wonderful
Israeli film that focuses on holiday themes of faith, repentance, relationship and
starting over. Plus all the freshly-popped popcorn you can eat!

“We are a small, 125-year-old congregation,” says Rabbi Alpert. “We are always
mindful of our traditions, and always seeking to make those traditions engaging for
our members.” Adds Mrs. Gordon, “Our intimacy is what makes us so special. We are
a place where every member counts, and our members see this place as a second
home. We are really aiming to make this weekend a wonderful chance to experience
Beth Israel in all its intimacy, all its diversity, and all its joy.”

For more information, contact Phyllis Gordon at (203) 606-3611 or email
info@bethisraelwallingford.org.

Presented by

GREEN &
SKLARZ 1ic

The JCC is a nonprofit organization that
provides a warm, friendly environment for
people of all faiths and backgrounds with

a mission to facilitate total wellness through
programs that stimulate mind, body and
spirit. Your participation supports this effort.

REGISTER TODAY!

RACE SCHEDULE
8:45: Kids
Fun Run

9:30: Race
& Walk Start

10:30: Bagel
Reception &
Awards

JCC of Greater
New Haven
360 Amity Road
Woodbridge

Scan code
bagel or visit
jeecnh.org/bagelrun
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Congregation Beth-el Keser Israel

85 Harrison St, New Haven, CT | (203) 389-2108 | beki.org
Where the children go...the grandparents follow!

In the past year, Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel [BEKI] has enjoyed a surge of new
members, bringing the congregation to more than 300 membership units for the first time
since the 1960s.

Many of these newcomers are young families with children, but there’s another growing
demographic: the grandparents.

Before moving from Long Island, “we spent a lot of time on the ferry or stuck in traffic
on I-95 to see our children,” Tema Leviter explains. So, Tema and her husband Coleman
moved north, close to children and grandchildren.

“We’re so happy we made the move. We love being part of our kids’ lives,” Alisa Levine says.
“It's really worth it. It's a big step, but we are so glad. Join a good synagogue because that's
what keeps you connected.” She and her husband, Glenn Levine, Glenn, who works remote-
ly, notes, “l wanted to be able to help the kids before they need to help us.” Tema loves it
here. “This area is incredible. There’s lot of opportunities to do things at BEKI as well as volunteer work in the larger
community,” she notes. She’s met new people, though she acknowledged that cultivating meaningful relationships is
more difficult when you’re older. Her husband says he is meeting people through golf and professional associations.

Being part of the grandchildren’s lives as they grow up is important, Tema says. “It's such a wonderful thing to be
nearby. Your kids need you when they are raising kids.” But remember to set boundaries, she advises, “Open lines of
communication are important.” Says Alisa: “It's great to be creating this history with our kids. To be part of a multi-
generational experience at BEKI is so special. To sit in shul and know our grandson will come find us is lovely.”

BEKI Tema & Coleman
Leviter.

Alisa an Glenn Levine
celebrating Chanukah
with their grandchildren.

“Synagogues are one of few multigenerational spaces in the world today,” says BEKI's Rabbi Eric Woodward, whose own
parents recently relocated from the Philadelphia area. “Children learn from the parents and grandparents, and vice
versa. But more than that, other people’s children benefit from the multigenerational nature of our synagogue. It's nice
that we have an upsurge in membership, but it's even better that this brings with it an upsurge in wisdom and care.”

Congregation
Mishkan Israel

785 Ridge Road, Hamden, CT | ((203) 288-3877 |
cmihamden@cmihamden.org

Enroll now for fall Nursery
School, Daycare

Congregation Mishkan Israel Nursery School and
Daycare, an early childhood center for children six
weeks to five years old, is now accepting
applications for fall enroliment.

Our program is designed to promote children’s
social, emotional, cognitive, and physical growth.
The school’s dedicated teachers and warm
classroom environment create a community where
children learn to care about others and develop

a positive self-image. We encourage children to
become creative, active learners with good
problem-solving skills. We provide a Judaic focused
continuum of educational opportunities for children
of all faiths and promote an environment of
diversity, equity, and inclusion. The school offers
responsive and supportive classroom activities
designed to meet the needs of all young children.

To learn more, visit cmihamden.org/nursery-school or
call to schedule a meeting or tour at (203) 288-2375.

Calling all arts and crafts enthusiasts!
If you’ve been looking to showcase
your wonderful work at a craft fair this
upcoming holiday season, we’re the
place for you!

Calling all
Vendors!

19™ ANN A’:REE & OPEN TO
9 v THE COMMUNITY

JCC OF GREATER NEW HAVEN
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MARK YOUR CALENDARI Old Lyme, 100 Halls Road, 860-434-1646 « Old Saybrook, 155 Main Streer, 860-388-3543
1 u AM Toll-Free: 877-377-3022 » www,essexsavings,con
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HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

Use the Equity in Your Home for...
* Home Improvement Projects ® A Vacation Home * Tuition

HOME EQUITY LOAN

* So Much More
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Temple Beth DaVId CheShlre 3 Main St, Cheshire, CT | (203) 272-0037 | tbdcheshire.org

Welcomlnga New Rabbi

Temple Beth David (TBD), a Reform congregation in
Cheshire, is preparing to welcome a new spiritual
leader this July.

membership and member engagement.

“One of the things that has impressed me about Temple Beth David from the begin-
ning is the commitment of congregants to maintain and build on beloved traditions
even in the midst of difficult times,” she says. “I look forward to partnering with TBD’s
committed lay leadership, to meeting individuals and families, and engaging with New
Haven County’s strong Jewish community with the rich opportunities that affords.”

Rabbi Rebecca Gutterman, a second-generation rabbi and
native of Providence, R, feels an immediate connection to
the tight-knit congregation and is excited to breathe new life
into it. Her father, Rabbi Leslie Gutterman, served as religious
leader at Temple Beth-El in Providence for over 40 years.

And she’s not waiting to get started. Though she does not officially take the pulpit until
July, Rabbi Gutterman is already visiting Connecticut, where she has been in dialogue with
the congregation’s Religious School Director and leadership, ahead of her relocation this
summer with her husband, Michael Simons, and their seven-year-old son, Jonah.

“My goal has been to join a spiritual community just like
this one, where members know and take care of each
other. One rooted in tradition while also embracing innova-
tion,” says Rabbi Gutterman. “I look forward to building a home in Cheshire for myself
and my family, as | know firsthand from my own upbringing what a gift that is.”

Rabbi Rebecca Gutterman

According to TBD’s Board President Debra Gaudette, “Finding the right person to lead
your spiritual community - someone whose personality, enthusiasm, and wisdom

are that of the congregation - is no easy task. In Rabbi Rebecca Gutterman, we have
found our perfect match. Together, with our visions aligned, our partnership will bring

Rabbi Gutterman, who previously served as spiritual leader of a 60-year-old congre- . p . .
P y P y g engaged learning, worshiping and fulfillment, not only to our temple community

gation in New Jersey, sees this transition as both a return to familiar territory and a
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chance to rediscover, reimagine, and rebuild Beth David. She looks forward to
connecting with members and introducing new and exciting programming to increase

Israel trip aims to forge ambassadors for ACCESSIBLE travel’

By Howard Blas

(UNS) A group of 30 residents of Connecticut, includ-
ing adults with disabilities, their parents and staff
members who work with them, spent nine days in
Israel learning about accessibility in the Jewish state.

The trip, which ran from April 26 to May 4, was a joint
program of New Haven’s Chapel Haven Schleifer
Center (CHSC) and the nonprofit Access Israel and
Accessibility Accelerator—the U.S. partner of Access Israel,
based in Kfar Saba, Israel.

“Disabilities should not hinder individuals and their fami-
lies from traveling, navigating all terrains and participating
in cultural exchanges like any neurotypical individual
would,” Michael Storz, CHSC president, told JNS.

The trip not only taught Chapel Haven’s staff and adult
community members about how Israeli counterparts
remove barriers to independence, but the group also
“learned about multiple cultures” and “the beauty of Israel
and its people,” according to Storz. And it focused on
creating “ambassadors for accessible travel.”

Jamie Lassner, executive director of Accessibility Accelerator,
told the group: “Your experience and knowledge have made

you an important advocate for inclusive and accessible travel.

Harriet Schleifer, who does not live in Connecticut
but is a CHSC donor and board member, suggested
the idea of a trip to Israel. She participated with her
36-year-old son, David Schleifer, who was visiting the
Jewish state for the first time.

The itinerary included a tour of Agamon Hula-JNF Nature
and Ornithology Park in the Hula Valley in northern Israel,
where participants had an opportunity to ride on the back
of a tandem bike driven by a professional bike rider. They
were encouraged to cover their eyes and experience the
park as if they were blind person. Others rode recumbent-
bikes. David said his favorite part was the golf carts (while
observing birds at Agmon Hula) and seeing his Israeli

& cousins who them at the nature
center and stayed for lunch
afterwards.

At Tel Aviv's Herod Hotel, partici-
pants heard from Shirly Pinto , the
only deaf person to serve in the
Knesset. The former Knesset

member told the group about
addressing that legjslative body with an interpreter. She
recounted that it was unusual for the Knesset to remain so
silent and attentive, she said.

The group also visited Palmachim Airbase, near Rishon
Letzion and Yavne on the Mediterranean coast, where par-
ticipants saw mechanics working on Black Hawk helicop-
ters. Driving his wheelchair, Yuval Wagner, president and
founder of Access Israel, led the group to a monument to a
Cobra helicopter that crashed on a 1987 training mission
when a rotor broke off. Wagner was paralyzed in that crash,
which killed his commander. At the base and over dinner
at his home outside Tel Aviv, Wagner told the group that he
was inspired to create Access Israel after being unable to
access a bathroom at a guest house while vacationing in
the north of Israel.

The itinerary also included a visit to Masada, which the
group found to be accessible for those with wheelchairs or
scooters, and a stop at the Dead Sea. The latter, where the
group took wooden steps to reach a beach, was not acces-
sible, although participants were told that other parts of the
area were. At the Tower of David Museum of Jerusalem,
Reut Kozak, head of access and inclusion, explained that
the museum has recently upgraded an elevator and its
galleries to make them more accessible.

Other stops included the Jerusalem headquarters of the

emergency services first-responder agency United Hatzalah;

and Ma’arag Mevo’ot HaChermon , a job-training program
for people with disabilities, which includes a coffee shop
and art workshop.

but our Cheshire and greater New Haven communities as well.”

To learn more about Temple Beth David, visit tbdcheshire.org.
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SUPPORT AQUATICS AT THE )CC

Become a POOL DONOR with

your own dedicated plague

AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME!
At The Marcia and Stanley F.
Reiter Swimming Pool at the JCC

The Marcia and Stanley F. Reiter Swimming
pool at the JCC of Greater New Haven is a
special place for so many in our communi-

ty. Children of all ages are making their first
splashes in the water, building their confidence
and learning a life-saving skill; people with spe-
cial needs push past their challenges to suc-
cessfully learn to swim and experience a sense
of achievement; adults with physical disabilities
or health concerns come to our pool because
swimming is a great activity, and people of all
ages enjoy the pool for recreation and exercise
often reducing stress. Our pool is special. The
community counts on it. It is special because of
those how have made it possible.

A donor wall is now established at the pool,
recognizing two giving levels. Come join us and
“Make a Splash!" Help sustain this special place
that means so much to so many in our community.

Sign up today at
jewishnewhaven.org/splash
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Hollywood’s Influence on American

Independence: Celebrating Freedom
and Jewish Contributions

By Yelena Gerovich New American Acculturation Program Coordinator

The desire for independence and freedom is a universal aspiration. Often intertwined,
independence and freedom drive countless individuals to emigrate to
other countries whenever the opportunity arises.

Here in the United States, Independence Day holds immense signifi-
cance for many, symbolizing the pursuit of liberty and resilience.

In Hollywood, the quest to live a free life is often depicted in films
that chronicle the struggles of leaving totalitarian regimes, adapting
to new environments, grasping the meaning of independence, and
experiencing personal freedom.

For the American Jewish community, Hollywood and Independence
Day carry a special meaning, intertwining the themes of freedom,
resilience, and the pursuit of liberty. At the beginning of the 20th
century, Jewish immigrants made a lasting impact on Hollywood,
profoundly shaping the American film industry.

Several factors contributed to the significant influence of Jewish
immigrants and their descendants on Hollywood. Fleeing
persecution and seeking new opportunities, many Jewish immigrants
arrived in the United States during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Their entrepreneurial spirit and willingness to take risks
led them to recognize the potential of motion pictures as a popular
entertainment medium and a business opportunity.

Jewish immigrants and their descendants established major Hollywood studios that
endure to this day. Often referred to as “moguls,” studio heads like Louis B. Mayer,
Samuel Goldwyn, Carl Laemmle, William Fox, and Harry Warner founded successful
studios such as MGM, Paramount Pictures, Universal Pictures, 20th Century Fox, and
Warner Bros., respectively.

Jewish filmmakers and industry professionals made significant contributions to both the
technical and artistic aspects of flmmaking. For instance, Irving Thalberg, a prominent
producer at MGM, revolutionized film production practices and played a pivotal role in
establishing the studio system. Drawing from their cultural backgrounds and experienc-
es, Jewish filmmakers infused their work with distinct stories and themes. Immigration,
assimilation, and the pursuit of the American Dream were recurring subjects explored in
their movies. Notably, “The Jazz Singer” (1927) featured a Jewish protagonist and delved
into issues of identity and tradition.

Independence Day serves as a moment of reflection for American Jews, allowing them
to contemplate their unique journey, the contributions they have made to the nation, and
the shared values that bind them with their fellow Americans.

Jews from the former Soviet Union joyfully celebrate their independence and embrace
their place in American society. As we commemorate July 4th, we embrace the spirit
of freedom, justice, and resilience, acknowledging the invaluable contributions of the
American Jewish community in shaping our nation’s diverse tapestry.

The New American Acculturation Program offers a wide range of topics for discussion
and study, including culinary recipes. When preparing food for Independence Day

while incorporating Jewish recipes and traditions, one can draw inspiration from Jewish
culinary heritage while adding a patriotic twist. Israeli Salad with a Red, White, and Blue
Twist: Prepare a traditional Israeli salad using diced cucumbers, tomatoes, red onions,
and bell peppers. Add a patriotic touch by incorporating blueberries and feta cheese or
white cheese cubes for the white element. Happy holiday!

The New American Acculturation Program provides educational classes, programs and
holiday celebrations. For more information, including program sponsorships, contact
Yelena Gerovich at (203) 387-2424 x321, or email ygerovich@jewishnewhaven.org
(mailto:ygerovich@jewishnewhaven.org).

WELCOME TO AMERICA

lpa3aHuK cBOOOADI: OANAMBYA U
YHUKaAbHbIW eBPEUCKUN BKAAA B
pa3BUTHE aMEPUKAHCKOro obLiecTBa

CTpemMaeH1e K HE3aBUCUMOCTU U ceobope — BCENPOHMKatowasn cuaa. OHM
nepenAeTaroTcs, I'IOﬁy)KAaFI AHOAEV MUIrprnpoBaThb B APyre CTpaHbl, KOrAa NoABAAETCA
BO3MOXXHOCTb.

ANt aMeprKaHCKOM eBPENCKOM 06LLIMHBI ToAMBYA 1 AeHb
HEe3aBUCUMOCTU UMELOT 0coHoe 3HaueHWe, BoMnAoLLasa B cebe Tembl
CBODOOAbI, CTOMKOCTU U CTPEMAEHUS K HE3aBUCUMOCTMU.

B loamByae cTpemaeHue K CBOBOAHOM XM3HU YaCTo CTaHOBUTCS
rAABHOW TEMOM GUABMOB, KOTOPbIE PaccKasblBatoT 0 6opLOe ¢
TOTaAUTaPHbIMK PEXHUMaMK, apanTalu K HOBbIM YCAOBUAM U MOUCKE
CMbICAQ XWU3HW 1 AMUHOM CBOBOABI.

B Hauane 20-ro Beka eBpencK1Me MMMUIPaHTbl OKa3aAn OrpoOMHoe
BAMSIHWE Ha [OAAMBYA, NPOYHO YKOPEHMBLLNCH B aMePUKaHCKOM
KMHOUHAYCTPUU U OCTaBUB HesabblBaeMbll CAEeA.

3HaYUTEABHOE BAUSTHUE EBPENCKUX MMMMUIPAHTOB M MX MOTOMKOB Ha
foAmByA 6bINO 0BYCAOBAEHO HECKOABKMMI dakTopamu. Cnacasch

OT NPECAEAOBAHWIM 1 B MOUCKAX HOBbIX BO3MOXHOCTEN, MHOXECTBO
eBpeeB npubbiav B CLLIA B koHLEe XIX - Hauane XX Beka. Ux
NPEANPUHNUMATEABCKAS XXMAKA Y FOTOBHOCTb MATU Ha PUCK NMPUBEAWN K
TOMY, UTO OHM OCO3HAAM MOTEHLIMAA KMHO Kak NMOMYASIPHOTO CPEACTBA
pa3BAEUEHUS U KaK BO3MOXHOCTH AAA Br3Heca.

EBpelickre MMUrpaHTbl U MX MOTOMKW OCHOBaAW KpyMHble
FOAMMBYACKME CTYAMM, KOTOPbIE CYLLIECTBYHOT M MO CEN AeHb. YacTo
Ha3sblBaeMble "Marynamu", Takune raBbl CTyan, kak Ayuc b. Maiep,
Camtoan fonpsuH, Kapa Aemmne, Ynabam ®okce v fappu YopHep,
OCHOBaAM YCreLLHble CTyAMM, Takne kak MGM, Paramount Pictures, Universal Pictures,
20th Century Fox n Warner Bros. COOTBETCTBEHHO.

EBpelickre kKnHematorpaducTbl U MPOGECCUOHAAbI MHAYCTPUU BHECAW 3HAUMTEABHbIN
BKAAA KaK B TEXHUUECKUE, TaK M B XYAOXKECTBEHHbIE acneKTbl KuHemartorpada.
Hanpumep, UpBuHr Tanbbepr, BbiaatoLLmiics npoatocep MGM, Npor3Ben PEBOAOLIMIO B
NPaKTMKe KUHOMPOM3BOACTBA M ChirPan KAHOUEBYHO POAb B CO3AQHUM CTYAUMHOWM CUCTEMBbI.
Onumpasichb Ha CBOE KyALTYPHOE MPOUCXOXKAEHWE U OMbIT, EBPENCKNE KUHEMATOrpadUCTbl
HaMOAHWAM CBOW PaboTbl 0COOLIMU CHOXETAMKU U TEMaMU. UMMUrpaLms, aCCUMMUASILIMA

U CTPEMAEHME K aMEPUKAHCKON MeuTe BblAM NOCTOSHHLIMK TEMaMK UX GUABMOB. B
yactHocTtH, B drabme "MeBew, pxasa" (The Jazz Singer, 1927) ¢ eBPENCKMM raBHbIM
repoem paccMaTpMBaAUCb BOMPOCHI MAEHTUYHOCTU U TPAAWLIMW.

AeHb HE3ABUCUMOCTU CAYXXMUT MOMEHTOM Pa3MbILLAEHWUA AN aMEPUKAHCKMX
€BpeeB, NO3BOAAA 3aAyMaTbCA O CBOEM YHUKAAbHOM MYyTU, O BKAAAE, KOTOprVI OHU
BHECAU B Pa3BUTUE CTPaHbI, U 006 06LLMX LIEHHOCTSX, KOTOPbIE CBA3bIBAOT UX C
COoOoTEHECTBEHHNKAMMW.

EBpen 13 bbiBLero Coetckoro Coko3a C PaAOCTbIO MPa3AHYHOT CBOKO HE3aBUCUMOCTb U1
0CO3HaOT CBOE MECTO B aMepHKaHCKoM obLecTe. Bo Bpems npasaHoBaHUsA 4 1ions
Mbl MOAAEPXMBAEM Ayx CBODBOABI 11 CNIPAaBEAAMBOCTH, NPU3HABAs OFPOMHbIN BKAGA
aMepPUKaHCKON eBPENCKOM OBLLMHBI B GOPMMUPOBaHKUE Halliei Haumn. Mbl BCOMUHAEM
TPYAHOCTH, C KOTOPbIMW CTOAKHYAUCb Ha NYTHU K CBOGOAG, 1 NPpU3HaemM LeHHOCTb U
pa3Hoobpasue, KOTopble EBPEW BHOCAT B 3Ty NMPEKPACHYHD CTPaHY.

Hala obpasoBarenbHas nporpamMma NpeAraraeT LWMPOKKUIA CEKTP TEM AAST 06CYXAEHMS
U U3yUeHUs], BKAKOUAs KyAMHaPHbIE PeLenTbl. [py NPUrotoBAEHWUM BAHOA KO AHIO
HE3aBNUCUMOCTU, UCMOAL3YA eBpeVICKVIe peuenTbl U TPAAULMKN, MOXHO HE TOAbKO
NPUrotoBUTbL BKYCHOE 6/\rvo, HO ewe n A06aBVITb K HEMY NMaTPUOTUHECKYHO UBHOMUHKY.
M3pannbCKUIi canat ¢ KpacHO-HeA0-CHHIM OTTEHKOM: MPUroToBLTE TPAAULMOHHbIN
U3PaMAbCKUIA CanaT, UCMOAb3Yst Hape3aHHble KybrKaMK orypLibl, TOMUAOPbI, KPACHbIM AYK
1 6oArapckuii nepeL. AobaBbTe NATPUOTUUECKYHO HOTKY, AOBaBKB YEPHMKY U Cbip GpeTa
WAK KyBUKK BENOTO Cbipa AN BeAoro aneMeHTa. MpUATHOro anneTuTa U ¢ NPa3AHUKOM!

Halua obpasoBateabHasn nporpamMma npeararaeT pasHooObpasHble KAACChl, MporpaMmbi
1 NPasAHUUHbIE MePONPUATUA. 38 AOTIOAHUTEABHO MHbOPMALMEN, B TOM UUCAE O
CMOHCOPCTBE KOHKPETHbIX NPorpamm, obpaLlaitech K EaeHe [epoBuru Mo TeAnepoHy

(203) 387-2424 x321 “av NO INEKTPOHHOM NouTe ygerovich@jewishnewhaven.org
(mailto:ygerovich@jewishnewhaven.org)
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To purchase a tribute card: jccnh.org, jewishnewhaven.org, newhavenjewishfoundation.org
*Tributes listed are up to June 13, 2023

TRIBUTES

JEWISH FEDERATION

In memory of Elliott Kerzner, father
of Robyn Teplitzky and Richard
Kerzner, to Women'’s Philanthropy’s
Dignity Grows Program

Judy Alperin

In memory of Elliott Kerzner, father
of Robyn Teplitzky and Richard
Kerzner

Judy Alperin

Stanley & Dianne Berry

Donna & Stanley Hersh

Elyse Carroll

Dalia Coleman

In memory of Stella Bialac, aunt of
Mark Holtz
Judy Alperin

In honor of Jessica Zachs to
Women’s Philanthropy’s Dignity
Grows Program

Stacey & David Trachten

In honor of Gayle Slossberg on her
new position as Federation CEO
Judy Cooper

In memory of Kenneth (Kippy)
Harrison, father of Randy Harrison
Judy Alperin
Gerry, Debbi, Alivia, Max and
Harrison Barker

In honor of Evan Wyner being
honored by Ezra Academy
Judy Alperin

In honor of Sydney Perry being
honored by Ezra Academy
Judy Alperin

In memory of Marvin Maller, father
of Betsy Schulman
Amy & Mark Holtz

In memory of Marvin Maller, father
of Betsy Schulman to Women’s
Philanthropy’s Dignity Grows Program
Nancy Cohen
Robyn & Jeffrey Teplitzky

In memory of Jim Vlock
Judy Alperin

In honor of Judy Skolnick’s special
birthday
Sheldon & Geraldine Natkin

In honor of Molly Diamondstein’s
graduation from law school to
Women’s Philanthropy’s Dignity
Grows Program

The Teplitzky Family

In memory of Carl Cassin
Ike & Dianne Goodrich
Edith Slossberg

In honor of Gayle Slossberg and
wishing a speedy recovery
Edith Slossberg

In honor of Jeremy Slossberg
graduation with a Master’s degree
from Quinnipiac University

Edith Slossberg

In honor of Helen Meltzer
celebrating her 90th birthday
Edith Slossberg

In honor of Marvin & Arlene Cohen
celebrating their 65th wedding
anniversary and Marvin’s 90th
birthday

Edith Slossberg

In memory of Stephen Meisel to
Women'’s Philanthropy’s Dignity
Grows Program
Robyn & Jeffrey Teplitzky
Linda & Joshua Teplitzky

In honor of Robyn Teplitzky
Brenda Brenner

Jcc

In honor of John Levy to the JCC
Beverly Levy Early Learning Center
Leah Samson

In honor of Jaclyn Fishler & Liam
McDonald to the JCC Inclusion
Program

Jay & Sharon Alpert

In memory of Marvin Maller, father of
Betsy Schulman, to the JCC Inclusion
Program

Merle & Stephen Waxman

In honor of Best Flaherty to the JCC
Inclusion Program
Betsy Schulman

In honor of Lauren Hass to the JCC
Inclusion Program
Betsy Schulman

In memory of Debbie Madden to the
JCC Inclusion Program
Bernard Madden

In memory of Joshua Adani
Stuart & Sharon Rosen

In honor of the marriage of Shai &
Tayla, daughter of Tova & Rabbi Fred
Hyman

Judy Alperin

In honor of Barry Vine to the Send-a-
Kid to Camp Scholarship Fund
Miriam & Ephrem Glenn
Joe & Cindy Goldberg

In memory of Kenneth (Kippy)
Harrison, father of Randy Harrison
Allan & Ellen Greenberg
Martha & Bert Weisbart

In memory of Stephen Meisel

Jonathan, Linda, Jakob

& Jaycey Ressler
Nancy Cohen
Enid & Ron Groves
Mike & Stacey Rozen
Raymond Crane
Susan & James Millen
The Testa Family
Hillel & Sara Ann Auerbach
Edith Slossberg
Myrna & Peter Weinstein
Patricia Shure
Donna & Stanley Hersh
Ike & Dianne Goodrich
Janet Frizell
Norman & Caron Alderman
Linda & Mike Epstein
Joel & Naomi Young
Sandy & Jack Berns
Samuel & Paulette Bobrow
Joel & Iny Karp
Arleen Winters
Lillian & John Resnik
David & Merle Silver
James & Marianne Passarelli
Emily Resnik Conn

& Steven Conn
Michele & William Spence
Diane & Harold Horton
Noel & Harriet Barstein

Richard Panagrossi, Jr.

Martha & Bert Weisbart
Susan & Leonard Skope
Marcia & Stanley Reiter

In memory of Stephen Meisel to the
Send a Kid to Camp Fund at the JCC
Barry & Hyla Vine

In honor of Lisa Sandora
Allan Kopel

In honor of Linda & Josh Teplitzky on
the wedding of their daughter Marlee
Susan and Leonard Skope

In memory of Elliott Kerzner, father
of Robyn Teplitzky
Susan & Leonard Skope

In memory of Ronald Farber, a dear
friend of Robyn & Jeff Teplitzky
Susan & Leonard Skope

In honor of Robyn Teplitzky for her
devotion and hard work for our
community

Susan & Leonard Skope

In honor of Stephanie Wain & Ruben
Kier on the birth of their grandson
Susan & Leonard Skop

JCARR

In honor of Nancy Kline
Ruby Benarroch
Elaine Chapman
Miriam Edberg
Minna & Lewis Kaufman
Wendy Novik
Amy Schild
Lauren & Paul Seplowitz
Bob Spaulding & Tova Clayman
Sharon Teller
Eve Volk
Diane King

In memory of Marty Lifshitz
Jean Webber

In memory of Stephen Meisel
Susan & David Millen

JEWISH FOUNDATION

BECKERMAN FAMILY SUPPORTING
FOUNDATION, INC. JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of Ruthann Beckerman
Harriet Cooper
In memory of Kenneth Harrison, Judy
Kipperman & Arnold Gottlieb
David Beckerman

VELMA & STUART GRODD FUND FOR JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTER MEMBERSHIP
In memory of dear mother, Roma
Kanter

Velma Grodd

BECKERMAN FAMILY SUPPORTING
FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT FUND FOR THE
BENEFIT OF HAMDEN HALL COUNTRY DAY
SCHOOL
In memory of Mary Fusco

David Beckerman

THE LEONARD MARGOLIS ATHLETIC

ENDOWMENT FUND

In memory of Ronald Farber
Stephen & Ronda
Margolis

THE JULIE KOVAR FUND
In honor of Ellen Kovar’s birthday
Susan & Lloyd Whitman

WOMEN OF VISION SOCIETY

ENDOWMENT FUND

In honor of Beth Kupcho on Mother’s day
Tobi Fineberg

MARLEY ALEXANDRA BLOOM

TZEDAKAH FUND

In honor of Marley Alexandra Bloom
Michael & Allison Bloom

DR. ALLAN & CLAIRE FRANKEL PACE FUND
In memory of Stephen Meisel
Claire L. Frankel

ELLIOT S. ALDERMAN MEMORIAL FUND FOR
THE BENEFIT OF TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
In honor of Gayle Slossberg, wishing
you a speedy recovery

Diane Alderman

RUTH SHIFFRIN BLUM FAMILY FUND
In honor of Richard Shiffrin
Phyllis Gimbel Schnitman

HOOS FAMILY PERPETUAL ANNUAL
CAMPAIGN FUND
In memory of David Robbins,
Elliott Kerzner, Jay Viock & Marvin
Mallen

Betsy & Jeffrey Hoos

HINDA & ALAN MASSEY MITZVAH FUND
FOR THE BENEFIT OF JEWISH HOME FOR
CHILDREN
In memory of Ronald Farber

Ellyn Ross

JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER NEW

HAVEN UNRESTRICTED FUND

In memory of David Robbins
Martha & Bert Weisbart

ELLIOTT KERZNER MEMORIAL PERPETUAL
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
In memory of Elliott Kerzner
Sheldon & Geraldine Natkin
John & Sylvia Carusone
Norman Goodman & Vanessa
Garside
Lisa Fishbone Wallack & Neil
Wallack
Nancy & Marc Olins
Enid & Robert Groves
Shirley & Burt Resnic
Harvey Bixon
Karen & Jimmy Grinzaid
Karen & Kenny Handelman
Tamara Schechter
Cindi Williams & Peter Jamison
Norman & Caron Alderman
Emily Resnik Conn & Steve Conn
Sandi Kerzner & Larry Costa
Roger & Barbara Shatanof
Lisa Stanger & Greg Colodner
Felicia Mayer
Irene & Bruce Jacobs
Hon Burton A. Kaplan
Martha & Bert Weisbart
Barry & Hyla Vine
Jay & Beth Korman
Judith & Mark Sklarz
Betsy Fiske
Jane Farrington
Sandy & Jack Berns
Carol & Joel Evans
Michael & Heidi Madow
Marcia & Stanley F. Reiter
Amy G. Margolis
Elizabeth & John Edelglass
Robert & Megan Rader
Diane Alderman
The Streiner Family
Gerry, Debbi, Alivia, Max
& Harrison Barker
Lawrence & Carol Shapiro
Alan & Elizabeth Reznik

Steven & Ana White
Linda Sample
Linda Hyduk
Susan & Larry Franzman
The Halprin Family
Pete & Debbie Smith
Sharon Bird
Judith & Roger Hess
Bob & Dale Felice
John & Lillian Resnik
David Beckerman
Debbie Brander Barbieri
Betsy & Glenn Schulman
Karen & Ray Bershtein
Amy & Steve Rashba
Phyliss & Steven Amerikaner
Mark & Linda Caplan
Pamela S. Teitelman
Betsy & Jeffrey Hoos
Rex & Barbara Wright
Bob Kerzner & Celia Dondes
Anthony & Chelsea Michaud
Chuck & Pam Kennedy
Jim & Jodi Bloomgarden
Edith A. Slossberg
Marilyn Halpert
Shirley Scholder & family
Ellyn Massey Ross, Cindy

& Peter Lazaroff
Robert J. Kauffman
Julie & Brian Keery
Stephen & Ronda Margolis
Joan & Stuart Margolis
Marjorie & Sam Simpson
Leslie Larusso
Beth Farber

RONALD M. FARBER MEMORIAL PERPETUAL
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
In memory of Ronald M. Farber
Nancy Nishball
Robert Nathman & Keith Proto
Stuart Lazaroff
Judith & Donald Cucinotta
Erica, Daniel & Nora Abrams
Judith Berman
Teplitzky Family
Harvey C. Bixon
Dottie & Morris Spector
Laurie Meltzer Bandremer
Jill Ann Schreiber
Vincent & Louise Verdile
Cheryl A. Chase, The Chase
Stuart & Stuart Bear Family
Foundation
Rhoda L. Chase, The Rhoda &
David Chase Family Foundation
Alvin S. Berger
Ellyn Massey Ross, Cindy &
Peter Lazaroff
Fern & Fred Satin
Mary Lou & Mickey Karipides
Sharon L. Bercowetz
Jill Ann Schreiber
Bruce & Patricia Newman
Barbara & Steve Levine
Judith & Joel Weisman & family
Carol & Howard Gutkin
Jackie & Jon Biller
Michael & Kathy Ryan
Stephen & Ronda Margolis
Tom & Mary Marina Mews
Kwartnik
Sandi Kerzner & Larry Costa
Marshall & Laurie Shakun

TEPLITZKY FAMILY FUND ENDOWMENT FOR
THE BENEFIT OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER OF GREATER NEW HAVEN
In memory of Kippy Harrison

The Teplitzky family
CAROL ROBBINS MILESTONE
BIRTHDAY FUND

In memory of David Robbins
Enid & Ronald Groves
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SLOSSBERG - KNUFF.

Attorneys-at-Law
hssklaw.com

(203) 877-8000
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OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

AN AFFILIATED PRACTICE OF

Yale Medicine
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Be Community Kind."
liberty-bank.com
153 College Street
New Haven, CT
(203) 815-9864

MARCUM

ACCOUNTANTS 4 ADVISORS

Marcum LLP
555 Long Wharf Drive
New Haven, CT

(203) 781-9788
marcumlip.com
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CURIO COLLECTION BY HILTON
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ENGINEERING, INC.
Est. 1969

(203) 874-0812
eei-hvac.com

Contact Lindsey at Ibargerjewishnewhaven.org

New H aven ’s Andy sa rka ny (Continued from page 14)

they asked me | tried to accommodate the need. Through my affiliations with these orga-
nizations, | developed a large network of schools inviting me back. Last year, | gave over
80 talks in Connecticut — in public libraries, churches and, of course, the majority are in
public schools to kids ranging in age from fifth-graders to high school seniors. Also, giving
talks on Zoom has allowed me to speak about the Holocaust in places like Tennessee,
Virginia, Florida, Texas, New York City, and Seattle.

SNH: How did your participation in March of the Living as part of Voices of Hope
delegation come about? What was the experience like?

AS: | was very fortunate that an organization actually sponsored me to join the trip as a
Holocaust survivor.

Going to Poland is very, very difficult. Even though | read a lot about it and have seen a
lot of pictures. But being on the grounds of Auschwitz-Birkenau, getting into the barracks
and the various places of those two institutions where the Nazis deported and slaugh-
tered over 1.2 million Jews... It’s a different feeling when you know you are in a barrack
where hundreds of Jews were crammed in, in awful conditions and starved to death...
knowing that they were taken to the gas chambers and burned to death, taken to the
crematoriums. And you see that. It’s very difficult.

At March of the Living, we were about 35 Holocaust survivors who survived some of the
camps. It’s horrifying, what Hitler and his cohorts actually did.

SNH: It’s only been recently that March of the Living took adults, let alone Holocaust
survivors. Is that correct?

AS: It was originally designed 35 years ago as March of the Hopes, for high school kids.
Even this year, there were over 10,000 of us and 90 percent of the marchers were
young people. It was delightful to see thousands of young people who are enthusiastic
about learning about the Holocaust, and making the commitment that it will never be
forgotten or happen again.

Majdanek was especially difficult to see because we were able to see the gas chambers
and crematoria about three feet apart.

SNH: Would you go again with groups of young people?

AS: I'd really have to think about it because it’s very difficult. Of course, it is important to
have [young people] understand. | was only seven and a half years old when the Nazis
occupied Hungary, and the brutality was going on.

But was very fortunate because If the Soviets were moving slower from the east to the
west by a couple of weeks, | would not be around. Because the efficiency of the Nazi
Fascist government was unbelievable. The whole mechanism they built up in Majdanek,
in Treblinka, in Sobibor; in creating the various ghettos in Krakow, in Lodz, in Warsaw,
and in all other countries — in Hungary, in Germany; in all the transports that took place
— from Holland, Denmark, France, Hungary, even from North Africa. Unbelievable
efficiency.

SNH: So you think it's important for kids to go?

AS: Oh yes. And not only kids. I highly recommend it for every Jew who has the opportuni-
ty to participate to do so. Because every Jew is a spokesperson to prevent the atrocities
that occurred.

To me, when you see the swastika on the armband it means feeling a hate. That’s the
only thing that it represents. So, when the Nazis occupied the various countries, that’s
what it meant — not only the Jews, but all kinds of people who were slaughtered by
them: the blacks, the handicapped and various other groups —they were all kKilled.

There are all kinds of pictures you can see in the various barracks of the concentration
camps who are not Jewish and were slaughtered by the Nazis. Treblinka is particularly
significant in a sense that Himmler recognized that the Soviets were coming too fast,

and he made sure that it was completely destroyed, leveled off. The mass graves were
exhumed and burned, making sure there were no memories of what happened there.

It’s very hard to comprehend the efficiency and the brutality of camps like Majdenek.
What they did to human beings for no other reason then one person’s glorification of
himself and his surroundings. It's humanly unbelievable, isn’t it? It just boggles the mind.
It's incomprehensible.

And when you look at the United States, and what happened on August 17, 2017 in
Charlottesville, you can see these thugs, these white supremacists...the hate. What
particularly shocked me were the slogans they were shouting: because | heard that as a
seven-year-old in 1943 and 1944. That the Jews are bloodsuckers. Then, just yesterday
morning, | was listening to the news and | heard about some 18-year-old who rented a
truck and was trying to get close to the White House. And he had a flag with a swastika
on it — in the 21st century! And it had the same slogans | heard when | was a seven
years old. Again, the Jews are bloodsuckers.



SNH: So you're saying that nothing has changed? That we haven’t leamed from history?
AS: Yes. And how sad is that? | recently read a quotation from Winston Churchill: “Those
that fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” And, this is happening today.
Every day in the news, over the last few years, our synagogues are broken into and our
people are killed because they are Jews. And our leadership — both in the Senate and
the Congress — is full of antisemites.

And we need to stand up for it. And that’s why we need to go on March of the Living and
see the reality of what happened in a particular field. It is overwhelming in size. People
don't realize how big it was. It's not just a small village or two. The territory is huge. Jews
were beaten to death. They forced them to work until they collapsed and then they just
shot them. It's very hard not to feel devastated. Just think about it: six million Jews and
about six million others. What kind of a brain drain did that produce? What could that
have meant for what we would have been able to produce for the future?

| encourage anybody who has the means to participate to come back with the energy
and enthusiasm to educate everybody, because knowledge is critical to be able to go
forward and never look back. As they say, knowledge is power.

And we need to support our communities. It doesn’t matter how young or old you are.
You have an obligation. And, the reason | feel comfortable with doing solicitation is
because I try to bring Jewish values into everything | do. I try to promote the existence of
the Jewish people for the future.

SNH: Finally...how were the final three-day Israel portion of the trip?

AS: Israel is such a beautiful country. It's a great country. And | don’t care about politics.

| just care about the vibrancy of the country. Jewish people survive forever. And there are
three reasons for that.

—Number one: We have a homeland. Many times | said if things get bad, | can pack my
suitcase and go there.

—Number two: We have tradition which can live on. We can look back on our ancestors
and go forward.

—Number three: Yizkor. We remember. We say four times a year “Yizkor” — we remember.
Those three qualities ensure that the Jews will survive forever.

Religion starts with your heart. If you have a Jewish heart, you are a religious person. The
heart will carry us on.

On the Road to Spain... comeson e s

In April 2023, the reality is different once again. People are learning Spanish and are
beginning to have basic daily interactions in supermarkets and corner stores with more
confidence. Kids are settling into school. Their parents have moved on from temporary
Red Cross housing into rented accommodations. Many have secured employment and
have found ways to keep in touch with friends made during these difficult days.

As the basic needs of their lives begin to slowly fall into place, their need for
community, support and camaraderie becomes more focused—the early childhood
center, the women'’s club, the Spanish lessons, the hiking group, the teen art proj-
ect— all continue to be life savers. There is an odd yet comforting sense of a ‘new
normal’, when the same person who invites us to visit her in her new home in Spain
simultaneously invites us to visit her in her beloved Odessa in the Ukraine (someday
soon, we all hope!).

This year we arrived in Spain in the middle of the holiday of Passover. We brought with
us iPads for the preschool program, matzo ball mix and chocolate covered matzah (a
huge hit!), Passover snacks and a PJ library book in Ukrainian.

We shopped and cooked and hosted a Passover Seder, we taught and shared; played
with Kkids and read stories with adults, We took people on walks and trips and picnics.
Together, we sang and prayed and laughed and hugged and cried. We talked about the
pain that people carry, and about freedom and hopes for the future. And we listened

— the importance of speaking the same language is key and cannot be overstated! We
gave a lot. Of course, it was not enough - it can never be enough.

As we return home we try to process our experiences and take into account what we
are bringing home. And what we are bringing home are nhames and faces...a sense of
devastation and a sense of hope...lessons of resilience and optimism.

Most of all we, are returning filled with gratitude to our Temple Emanuel for recognizing
this urge we have to play a small role in making this world a little friendlier for people
whose lives have been turned upside down. We couldn’t have done any of this without
their love and support.
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AUGUST 13 2023 I 12-5PM | GUILFORD GREEN
ADMISSION AND MUSIC FREE
FOOD, CRAFTS AND JUDAICA FOR SALE

CHECK US OUT THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
& www.shorelinejewishfestival.com/ Boris Mizhen, Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven,

www.facebook.com/shorelinejewishfestival
= ) Guilford Courier, Shoreline TMS & Interventional Psychiatry,
\Y 203.533.7495 [ chabad@snet.net Water's Edge Resort and Spa

Gladeview Rehab & Health Care in Old Saybrook “Right on the Water,"




