
Welcome to the 2021 Beckerman Film Series through the 
JCC of Greater New Haven. We are excited to introduce 

some changes to the series. This year the films will be brought to 
you virtually. When you purchase your ticket(s) or Category Pass 
you will receive an email with link(s) to the film(s). The links will be 
active for a specified week. 
 
The 13 films offered will be arranged by category, from February 
to May 2021. The following five categories will be offered:  
Anti-Semitism/Racism, Theater, Family/Relationships, Activism, 
and Sports.  
 
A discussion will take place via zoom after the last film in the  
category has been screened. For example, after the three films in 
the racism/antisemitism category, there will be a topic discussion 
that uses the films for emphasis to support positions on racism 
and antisemitism.
 
Tickets will be available per film, 3 film bundle, or complete series.
 
We look forward to bringing you the 2021 Beckerman Film series 
in its updated format.
 
Until then, happy movies 

Susan Skalka and Lindsey Barger
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anti-semitism & Racism

They Ain’t Ready for Me Directed by Brad Rothschild             VIEWING DATES: FEBRUARY 1 – 7 
Documentary Feature | USA 2020 | 89 min | English
They Ain’t Ready for Me is the story of Tamar Manasseh, a black rabbinical student who leads the fight against gun violence 
on the south side of Chicago. Tamar’s identity and personality combine to make her a force to be reckoned with.

Shared Legacies Directed by Shari Rogers                                VIEWING DATES: FEBRUARY 8 – 14
Documentary | USA 2020 | 95 min | English 
The crucial historical lessons of Black-Jewish cooperation are revisited and revived in this fascinating call to action. With  
divisive seeds of hate taking root in America, it is time to actively promote social justice. This inspiring story of unity,  
empathy and partnership demonstrates that freedom and equality for all can be achieved only when people come together.

Why the Jews? Directed by John Curtin                                    VIEWING DATES: FEBRUARY 15 – 21
Documentary |  USA 2018 |  70 min |  English
The stunning accomplishments of the Jews raise a question no film has dared to ask before. How do they do it? Some of 
the world’s most prominent thinkers tackle a mystery shrouded in ignorance and prejudice. They tear back the curtain on a 
taboo and draw a startling link between a people’s achievements and the darkest hours in its history.

On Broadway Directed by Oren Jacoby                                   VIEWING DATES: FEBRUARY 22 – 28 
Documentary Feature | USA 2019 | 84 min | English
An all-star cast tells the inside story of the Broadway theater and how it came back from the brink thanks to innovative 
work, a new attention to inclusion, and a sometimes-uneasy balance between art and commerce. Legends of the stage and 
screen, including Helen Mirren, Christine Baranski, August Wilson, James Corden, Alec Baldwin, John Lithgow, Viola Davis, 
Hugh Jackman and Ian McKellen, take us behind the scenes of Broadway’s most groundbreaking and beloved shows, from 
“A Chorus Line” to “Hamilton.”  

Witness Theater | Directed by Oren Rudavsky                                  VIEWING DATES: MARCH 1 – 7 
Documentary | USA 2018 | 74 min | English 
 A New York City therapist facilitates a group of teens and survivors with the intent of transmitting survivors’ stories to the 
younger generation. L’dor v dor. The blossoming friendships culminate in a joint performance, keeping history alive through 
theatrical storytelling.

theater

Asia Directed by Ruthy Pribar                                                                 VIEWING DATES: MARCH 8 – 14
Drama | Spain 2020 | 85 min | Hebrew, Russian with English subtitles
Asia is the single mother of 17-year-old Vika. Vika’s deteriorating health urges Asia to finally find her voice as a mother and 
to embrace and cherish their time together.

Winter Journey Directed by Anders Østergaard, Erzsébet Rácz  VIEWING DATES: MARCH 15 – 21 
Biography, Drama, History | Germany 2020 | 90 min | English and German
Martin Goldsmith never knew what happened to his parents before they escaped from Germany in 1941. Over a weekend, he 
confronts his father and we are brought back to the complex and confusing 1930s when the parents were young musicians.

In Search of Israeli Cuisine Directed by Roger Sherman  VIEWING DATES: MARCH 30 – APRIL 4 
Documentary | USA 2016 | 96 min | English
In Search of Israeli Cuisine is a portrait of the Israeli people told through food. It puts a literal face on the culture of Israel. ... 
The chef/guide of In Search of Israeli Cuisine is Michael Solomonov, the James Beard award-winning chef/owner of Zahav 
and a number of other restaurants in Philadelphia.

family & relationships
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Fig Tree Directed by Aalam-Warqe Davidian                                          VIEWING DATES: APRIL 5 – 11
Drama | Israel 2019 | 93 min | Hebrew, Amharic with English subtitles 
Set in Addis Ababa in 1989, Fig Tree follows a teenage girl’s harrowing coming of age. Mina is 16 years old. The Ethiopian 
Civil War has been underway for her entire life. Fig Tree offers us a rare opportunity to better understand the impact of civil 
war on the lives of ordinary people.

Crescendo Directed by Dror Zahavi                                                     VIEWING DATES: APRIL 12 – 18 
Music | Germany 2020 | 106 min | German, English Subtitles
World-famous conductor, Eduard Sporck, is approached by Karla de Fries to put together an Israeli-Palestinian youth or-
chestra for a peace performance. He accepts, but first he must have his group overcome their beliefs, fears, and bigotry in 
order to come together.

The Crossing Directed by Johanne Helgeland                                  VIEWING DATES: APRIL 19 – 25 
Biography, Drama, History | Norway 2020 | 96 min | Norwegian with English subtitles 
The Crossing tells the story of the adventurous 10-year-old Gerda and her brother Otto; whose parents are in the Norwe-
gian resistance movement during the Second World War. This is a film about the confidence, uncompromising loyalty and 
great courage you can find in even the youngest of children.

 

sports

The Keeper Directed by Marcus H. Rosenmüller                        VIEWING DATES: APRIL 26 – MAY 2 
Biography, Drama, Romance | USA 2020 | 120 min | English
The Keeper is the true love story of a young English woman and a German PoW, who together overcome prejudice, public 
hostility and personal tragedy. 

Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel                          VIEWING DATES: MAY 3 – 9 
Directed by Seth Kramer, Daniel A. Miller | Documentary, Comedy, Drama | USA 2018 | 87 min | English 
A stirring story of sports, patriotism and personal growth, Heading Home charts the underdog journey of Israel’s national 
baseball team competing for the first time in the World Baseball Classic. Josh Zeid formerly of New Haven is featured in this 
documentary. 

To view trailers and purchase  
tickets, please visit  

jccnh.org/beckermanfilms


