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RABBI HERBERT
BROCKMAN 
RETIRING
After serving CMI for more 
than three decades, Rabbi 
Brockman is retiring. 
PAGE 3

Check out what excit-
ing programs JCC Day 
Camps, Camp Laurel-
wood and Camp Gan 
Israel have planned. 
PAGES 12-13

SUMMER 2018 
CAMP PREVIEW

JFS HONORS JOE 
ADLER ON MAY 6

PASSOVER Section
See inside for details

We’re Back  
& On Track!

 

Joe Adler will be honored 
by JFS for his decades of 
service as a champion 
of providing for the less 
fortunate. 
PAGE 19
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70 Surprising 
Facts About  
Israel...
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N E W  H A V E N
Let Current Challenges Serve as Wake-Up Call
As I write this column, I am flying back 
from a family vacation to Arizona. The 
week began with an appreciation of 
the wonders of nature as we visited the 
Grand Canyon. The American Southwest 
is an awesome and awe-inspiring space 
and one cannot help but be humbled 
by it. It was funny, however, that as I 
traveled from place to place, I could not 
help but notice things I never had before 
- and it wasn’t just the cactus and the 
red rocks - it was the type of toilet parti-
tions, tile, flooring and lighting.  

We are in the final stages of the JCC refit 
and this experience has taught me so 
much about construction, our communi-
ty, and how dreams can become reality 
when people come together. 

During the week, our New Haven Jew-
ish community and our greater Jewish 
community were never far from me. I 
was fortunate to participate in a confer-
ence call with our Jewish Community 
Relations Council; as we struggled to 
square our community’s active commit-
ment to refugees in the United States 
with recent steps taken by the Israeli 
government to deport Eritrean and 
Sudanese refugees who had fled to 
Israel to escape genocide and extreme 
circumstances.  

This is a moment when we understand 
that being true to our Jewish values of 
welcoming the stranger may not align 
with the actions of the Israeli govern-
ment. Support and love for Israel does 
not have to be unconditional. There 
is no question that we believe in and 
directly support the Israeli people and 
the state. However, in this situation, 
our JCRC is clear in its concern for the 
refugees and its intention to help those 
suffering. The JCRC will be working with 
NGOs (non-governmental organizations) 
on the ground in Israel to funnel help 
and will be opening a mailbox where 
others may contribute financially. They 
will also hold educational forums to help 
our community better understand the 
challenges.

Unfortunately, by midweek, what should 
be unimaginable horror, but sadly is 
happening all too frequently, occurred 
when a lone gunman opened fire with 
a semi-automatic weapon and extin-
guished 17 lives in a Parkland, Florida 

high school. Six of the victims were 
Jewish; students: Alyssa Alhadeff, Alex 
Schachter, Meadow Pollack, and Jaime 
Guttenberg; and teachers: Scott Beigel 
and Aaron Feis—who sacrificed them-
selves to save others. The Broward 
community is reeling and I immediately 
reached out to my dear friends at the 
Broward Federation to share our sympa-
thies and support.  

The Jewish community responded to 
the crisis, offering places of refuge and 
counseling through the synagogues and 
Chabad, teen counselors and Goodman 
Jewish Family Services. In the weeks 
ahead, the Federation will activate the 
power of our collective system to bring 
in experts from the Israel Trauma Coali-
tion to help those grieving and struggling 
in the aftermath. The ITC was formed 
with the help of the Federation system 
and the support it receives from our an-
nual campaign in response to the rocket 
attacks that began with Israel’s war with 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

Shootings are a very real threat to our 
communities and places like schools 
and community centers have been 
frequent targets—as we know much too 
well here in Connecticut. As we began 
to plan for the future of our community 
building, enhancing our security efforts 
was of paramount importance. Fortu-
nately, State Senator Gayle Slossberg, of 
Milford, sponsored legislation to expand 
state security funding to include JCC-
based schools. Our community is the re-
cipient of a 50/50 matching grant of up 
to $405,000 to strengthen our facility’s 
security to protect our most precious 
asset -our children. For us to take full 
advantage of the funding, we will need 
to raise $200,000 of funds through 
our current capital campaign. If you are 
interested in contributing your support, 
please contact me at: jalperin@jewish-
newhaven.org or call me at (203)387-
2424, ext. 231.

Just as I was preparing to return home 
to Connecticut, news came of an explo-
sion targeting an IDF patrol along the 
border with Gaza. Four young Israeli 
soldiers were hurt, two critically. Imme-
diately, my phone buzzed with news of 
Israeli air response and then rocket at-
tacks on civilian populations in southern 

Israel. In an instant, things change and 
precious lives hang in the balance.  

At the same time, news headlines were 
streaming about flagrant insensitive 
comments issued by the Prime Minister 
of Poland Mateusz Morawiecki, who, on 
the heels of the new Polish law mak-
ing criminal any statements calling the 
death camps “Polish Death Camps,” 
had now gone further to state that 
Jewish people were among the perpe-
trators of the Holocaust. The extreme 
rise in anti-Semitic incidents in Poland, 
coupled with these actions and rhetoric, 
not only remind us how fragile our place 
in the world is and how history can be 
whitewashed, but it spurs our determi-
nation to travel to Poland this October. 
When our community visits Poland, we 
will bring support and strength to the 
increasingly beleaguered Jewish com-
munity. And we will stand strong as we 
visit the death camps and pay respects 
to the memory of the six million slaugh-
tered because, just like us, they were 
Jewish. Today, stating, “Never Again” is 
not enough.  

And so, I return from vacation with a 
renewed commitment and determina-
tion. Our challenges will continue. Some 
will be new and some will be eerily 
reminiscent of our shared past. Let the 
challenges serve as a wake-up call to 
remind us why we must have a strong 
and unified Jewish collective through the 
Jewish Federation system. “Kol arevim 
zeh b’zeh” - all Jews are responsible for 
one another - and it is with that under-
standing of a core Jewish value that, for 
our extended family in Broward, Florida, 
Poland, New Haven, Israel or anywhere 
on the globe, we will deliver comfort and 
the promise of the future.

B’shalom,
Judy

PS:  If you have not had a chance yet to 
enjoy delicious coffee, snacks and food 
in the new Café 360, I urge you to do 
so. Having a specialized coffeehouse 
right here at our community’s central 
address is a privilege that can only be 
sustained with your support.

SEND SOME LOVE TO THE  
COMMUNITY YOU LOVE

Our vision for the future of our  
community is coming to life right  
before our eyes. Be a part of this  

dynamic opportunity. 

Make your gift today  
to support our  

Capital Campaign. 

Every dollar  
counts!

To donate, go to jccnh.org/donate

After Three Decades of Service...
CMI’s Rabbi Brockman Retiring

Women’s Philanthropy members Sami Merit and Jessica Lerner Halprin returned home 
inspired and energized after participating in the JFNA National Women’s Philanthropy 
Heart to Heart: A Women’s Journey to Israel trip in February. The five-day odyssey brought 
women from across North America together to explore the country’s rich culture, em-
brace their spirituality and see how Federation helps those most at risk. 

By Jeannette Brodeur 
Shalom New Haven Editor    
After leading Congregation Mish-
kan Israel for more than three 
decades, Rabbi Herbert N. Brock-
man is retiring, but the breadth 
of his legacy extends well beyond 
being a rabbi. Mark Sklarz, who is 
serving his second term as presi-
dent of Mishkan Israel, said Rabbi 
Brockman has united the entire 
community as a tireless advocate 
for human rights.    
“For over three decades, Rabbi Brockman 
has inspired our congregation and the com-
munity with his compassion, his passion and 
integrity,” noted Sklarz. “He’s an extraordi-
nary person. He taught us all to never be si-
lent in the presence of injustice and hate. His 
legacy to our community is in virtually every 
life he touched. He is a teacher, a friend, and 
he’s a role model.”   
William Goettler, Associate Dean of Leader-
ship and Ministry of Yale Divinity School and 
former Co-Pastor of the First Presbyterian 

Church of New Haven, has 
been friends with Brockman 
for 20 years. “We became 
friends through our disagree-
ment about the Presbyterian 
Church’s policy statement 
about Israel. Herb reached out 
to invite me into a conversa-
tion. Twenty years later, we are 
still talking.”  
“His has been a rabbinic career 
of sharing blessings with so 

many, a witness to faith in all that is holy, a 
passion for justice that has made this com-
munity much better, stronger and more faith-
ful,” Goettler said of Rabbi Brockman.    
It truly was beshert that Brockman, who grew 
up in Youngstown, Ohio, ended up settling 
in the New Haven area to begin with when 
he took the job as rabbi for Mishkan Israel 
more than 30 years ago. That’s because 15 
years earlier, he was accepted into the Yale 
School of Medicine’s psychology program 
and planned to go into psychiatry.  
  

(Continued on page 23)

As Israel celebrates 70 years of independence, we are 
delighted to share in the celebration by highlighting 
its important contributions to the world in technology, 
medicine, science, music, art and culture. Look for 
interesting stories about the State of Israel in each 
issue of Shalom New Haven in 2018.

In this issue, we list 70 surprising facts about Israel: 
1) Israel has the eighth longest life expectancy in the world: 82 
 years, which is more than the United Kingdom, the U.S. and  
 Germany.
2) Relative to its size, Israel is the largest immigrant absorbing  
 nation on Earth; it has absorbed 350 percent of its population  
 in 60 years.   
3) Israel has more Nobel Prizes per capita than the United States,   
 France and Germany. It also has more laureates, in real  
 numbers, than India, Spain and China. 
4) About 93 percent of Israeli homes use solar energy for water  
 heating, the highest percentage in the world.
5) Israel has the highest number of museums per capita in the   
 world.                                                         

(Continued on page 5) 

New Haven Takes Israel to Heart

Rabbi Brockman, left,  
Rabbi Immerman, right.
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INTERNATIONAL LION OF JUDAH CONFERENCE
JANUARY 13 - 15, 2019
Join us at the oceanfront Diplomat Beach Resort Hollywood. 

Show Your Greater New Haven Pride Next Year in Miami
Questions? Contact Jennifer Bayer, Assistant Director, Development 

(203) 387-2424 x320 | jbayer@jewishnewhaven.org

Congregation Or Shalom Presents:  
The Godfather’s  

 Wedding! 
 
 
 
 
 

The Godfather has invited you to 
his daughter’s wedding; (you don’t want to refuse!) 

Saturday March 24th 
Congregation Or Shalom  

205 Old Grassy Hill Road, Orange 
Guests arrive 7:30; Ceremony begins promptly @ 
8:00 pm. Singing, Dancing & “Viennese Dessert  

table” BYOB (wine must be Kosher) 
Come, join the celebration!!…  

Get your tickets now 
Tickets $39 

203.799.2341 

On Jan. 17, Gustave (Gus) 
Keach-Longo joined The Towers 
as President/CEO.   
From the beginning of his 
career at age 16 as a porter in 
a Connecticut nursing home, 
Keach-Longo has always 
enjoyed working with seniors. 
His passion for working with 
seniors grew as he learned how 
he could make a difference in 
their lives by getting to know each person and 
by always putting the person before the task. 
His visionary thinking, sensitivity and depth of 
knowledge will help lead The Towers forward 
as they begin their next 50 years of serving the 
community.  
“As a professional whose practice is the field 
of aging in Connecticut, I have always admired 
the reputation of The Towers. I am honored 
and grateful to be given this opportunity to join 
this outstanding community and look forward 
to working alongside the Board of Directors as 
we start to plan for the future,” said Keach-
Longo. He holds a master’s in health adminis-
tration from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
and is a licensed Connecticut Nursing Home 
Administrator. His Ph.D. studies at UCONN 
focused on human development and family 

studies with a concentration on gerontol-
ogy. Previously, he served as the lead 
in developing new initiatives for senior 
programs, including a special Connecti-
cut Assisted Living Demonstration Pilot 
project. He also helped create another 
special assisted living facility specifi-
cally for veterans and worked with the 
Veterans Administration on the model 
for services, funding, building design 
and implementation. Keach-Longo also 

provided executive leadership of several senior 
citizen community-based services. In addition, 
he serves as an adjunct instructor at Tunxis 
Community College. 

The public is invited to meet Gus and share 
their thoughts on how they can move the com-
munity forward together. Contact him at Gus@
towerone.org, or (203) 772-1816, ext. 320. 

The Towers Welcomes New President/CEO 

The Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven will honor two community 
leaders: Judy Alperin, Chief Executive Officer of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
New Haven, and Lisa Stanger, Executive Director of the Jewish Foundation of 
Greater New Haven, at its 42nd Annual Brunch Meeting on Sunday, June 3, at  
4 p.m. in the Vine Auditorium at the JCC. The event will be catered by Abel’s  
Caterers. Alperin and Stanger are being honored in recognition for the  
outstanding job each has done in support of the dynamic and growing Jewish 
community. For more information, call (203) 392-6125.

By Dena Schulman-Green
President, Women’s Philanthropy
As we near the end of this two-year leadership cycle, 
there is much to celebrate! Women’s Philanthropy 
has continued to build on the foundation we put in 
place a year and a half ago with the goal of creating 
a big tent for all.

Thanks to Dana Schwartz and Nancy Cohen, our 
Lions of Judah and our Pomegranates are thriving. 
We are delighted to celebrate the unprecedented 
number of women who have joined these groups 
at a special event on April 29 with special guest, 
Lisa Friedman Clark, who will discuss overcoming 
personal hurdles and living with intention. Thanks to 
Emily Sandberg and L. Faith Miller, our Sabra Society 
Co-Chairs, this new group is growing by leaps and 
bounds! 

Fifty women enjoyed a wonderful evening of Middle 
Eastern dinner demos by our own Revi Bellin and 
heard from our inspiring Jewish Agency for Israel 
Representative, Nir Buchler. We are thrilled to have 
so many new women participate in our programming 
and serve on our event committees. Special thanks 
to Elaine Braffman, our Israel and Overseas Chair, 
who helped us welcome Women of the Wall, as 
well as Michal Barkai Brody, the founder of Alma, a 
pre-military leadership academy for women in Israel. 
Elaine will also help us welcome a delegation from 

our Israeli sister city, Afula, in March. 

Women’s Philanthropy continues to partner with 
programs and agencies such as Food for Kids New 

Haven, the Women of Vision Society and the Jewish 
Agency for Israel. 

This spring, we’ll enjoy a private screening of “Won-
der Woman,” and we will also focus on important 
topics such as intersectionality as a new form of 
anti-Semitism. 

We hope you’ll join us for our ever-popular summer reads 
program, which this year will feature a special twist!
We are continuing to build our leadership team, who 
will take office this August for a two-year term. Our 
goal is to ensure not only that what we have built 
remains strong, but that Women’s Philanthropy will 
continue to evolve and bring us to the next level of 
success. 

We are very proud to announce that Stacey Trachten 
will be joining us as Lion of Judah Endowment Chair, 
as we partner with Jewish Federations of North 
America to kick off LOJE25, a special two-year cam-
paign to celebrate and expand endowment. We also 
welcome Sami Merit as our next Pomegranate Chair. 

As we fill established positions and create new ones, 
we would love to hear from you. If you have a skill, 
talent, or business you’d like to share, give us a call! 
Please lend your voice, make friends, do good, and 
support your community. Come into the tent- there’s 
room for all, and EVERYONE COUNTS! Contact Jen 
Bayer at (203) 387-2424, x320.  

Women’s Philanthropy: Creating a Big Tent for All

JOin us fOr

463 Summer Hill Road  |  Madison, CT 06443  |  www.camplaurelwood.org

SUNDAYS at 1 p.m.–3 p.m.
March 25 and  April 29 

Experience LaurelwOOd!

To RSVP *OR* to schedule your private tour another day,  
contact Evelyn Cohen: evelyn@camplaurelwood.org

S’mOres  
and TOurs!
S’mOres  
and TOurs!

CONNECTICUT’S PREMIER JEWISH OVERNIGHT CAMP 

Come meet with  
friendly staff and see  
our newly renovated  
campus during one  
of our open houses.

Paid for by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven Paid for by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Honoring Alperin, Stanger

6) There are over 100 sushi restaurants in Tel Aviv, which makes  
 it the city with the most sushi restaurants per capita after  
 Tokyo and NYC.  
7) Israel was the first country to ban underweight models. 
8) Israeli banknotes have Braille markings on them.
9) The largest known dog cemetery in the ancient world was  
 discovered in Ashkelon.
10) Israel has the most Bauhaus buildings in the world. 
11)  The cell phone was developed in Israel. 
12)  Voicemail technology was developed in Israel.
13)  The first antivirus software for computers was created in Israel  
 in 1979.                                      (Continued on page 7) 

jccnh.org/beverly  
Lynn Bullard |  lynnb@jccnh.org 
(203) 387-2424 x278

When I grow up.... 

Bobby, Age 6

I want to help  

people who are 

sick or hurt.

When I  
grow up...
Jessica, Age 5

I want to be  
a GARDENER 
when I  
grow up

ENROLL NOW

• Play-based curriculum

• Specialties in music,  
 library & swim

• Powered by Jewish values

Imagine the 
possibilities
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April 20 | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Hartford State Capitol 

210 Capitol Ave., Hartford

Holocaust
Remembrance Day
CONNECTICUT’S 4OTH

For more info, go to jfact.org

Hillel Corner features our many 
area Hillels. If your program 
has something to share, we’d 
love to feature you. Please send 
your latest news to Shalom  
New Haven Editor Jeannette  
Brodeur at jbrodeur@jewishne-
whaven.org.  

UCONN Hillel Students  
Celebrate Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
on Birthright Trip
In addition to hiking Masada, 
visiting the Kotel (Western 
Wall), eating falafel and learn-
ing about their Jewish history, 
five UCONN Hillel students had 
their bar/bat mitzvah in Israel 
while on their Birthright trip dur-
ing winter break. UCONN Hillel 
member Brittany Burkman said 
the Birthright trip opened her 
eyes “[to] the idea that there is 
no ‘right way’ to be Jewish.”

For more information about 
UCONN Hillel, call (860) 429-
9007 or email at  
info@uconnhillel.org. 

SCSU Hillel to Help  
at Mitzvah Day 
Benjamin A. Atwater, the 
advisor for the new Southern 
Connecticut State University 
Hillel chapter, said the SCSU 
Hillel group has begun meeting 
regularly. Meetings are held 
twice a month. 

On the weeks the group doesn’t 
meet, Atwater said the mem-
bers do an activity together in-
cluding regular Shabbat dinners 
with Rabbi Reena Judd at the 
Hereld House for Jewish Life at 
Quinnipiac University in Ham-
den. Future planned activities 
include Shabbats in downtown 
New Haven, retreats, volunteer-
ing at Mitzvah Day and at other 
philanthropic events. Atwater 
said he is also helping many 
students get in their summer 
2018 Birthright trips, where he 
will likely serve as their madrich 
again. 

For more information, go to the 
SCSU Hillel’s Facebook page,  
or contact the group at  
hillel@owls.southernct.edu  
or (203) 392-6615.  

By Rotem Linchevski &  
Talya Machpood
Our Young Emissaries from Israel
Every year, we wonder why are Yom  
HaZikaron (the IDF Memorial Day) and Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) so 
close on the calendar? 

Why do they have to be two days? Is it really 
necessary to separate them?

These questions lead us to a more profound 
question: who is this Memorial Day in mem-
ory of? It’s definitely not for the families of 
fallen soldiers. 

Those who lost a son, a daughter, a sister or 
a brother, don’t need a day to remember their 
loved ones; they carry the memory of their 
loved ones with them 365 days a year. So 
who is it for?

In our opinion, this day is for us, the ones who 
haven’t experienced that loss, and hopefully 
never will. We need a reminder of the price 
that we had to pay for our independence. 

We have to remember that the miracle called 
“the State of Israel” didn’t just show up. It 
was the fruit of hard work and sacrifices that 
men and women made for us to live in a safe 
and democratic state.

In a society that is built on Jewish values, 
we have to remember to sanctify the value 
of life. When every one of us in Israel knows 
a soldier (it can be your big brother, the one 
who was in your math class or the son of your 
neighbors), we need to be unified in mo-
ments of happiness and sadness.

So when you’re celebrating this Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, carry those we lost in your 
hearts. Show them that their sacrifice was 
not for nothing. Show them how our common 
dream is now a 70-year-old reality.

Please join us on Tuesday, April 17, at 6:30 
p.m. at the JCC for a community memorial 
ceremony for those who have fallen and to 
the victims of terrorist attacks. 

Who Is Yom HaZikaron in Memory of? 

Emissaries Out & About...

Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A., Major General Maurice Rose Post 51, will meet on Sunday, March 18, at 9:30 a.m. 
at Congregation Adath Israel in Middletown for brunch with latkes and to share family traditions to celebrate Pesach. 
Guest speaker will be author Warren Cyr who will discuss his book, “hachibur - Book One,” which studies Jewish con-
cepts and beliefs and joins Hebrew terms that symbolize the concept of prayer. 

In April, the group will meet for brunch on Sunday, April 15, at 9:30 a.m. at Congregation Adath Israel in Middletown. 

These brunch meetings will be held in the Nester Center, next to the synagogue. Enter from the parking lot. All Jewish 
veterans, whether they served in war or peace time, and their families, are invited. Please RSVP to jwvpost51@gmail.
com or call (203) 645-6529.

Jewish War Veterans Meeting for Brunch

Hillel Corner

Yale Challah Event Fights Hunger
By Asha Prihar
Special to Shalom New Haven 
This article was shortened and 
reprinted with permission from Asha 
Prihar of the Yale Daily News. 

Students fed themselves and helped 
feed others during the Yale Challah 
for Hunger’s inaugural sale, which 
took place on Cross Campus on Feb. 
9. All 59 of the freshly baked loaves, 
prepared by students in the Silliman 
College kitchen the evening before, 
were sold within half an hour.

Challah for Hunger, a national non-
profit organization that aims to fight 
hunger both locally and worldwide, 
has more than 80 chapters across 
American college campuses. Half the 
proceeds from each sale go to Mazon, 
a national Jewish nonprofit that 
responds to hunger issues through 
policy work and advocacy. The other 
half benefits the New Haven–based 
Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen. The 
bake sale raised more than $260. 
Given the success of the first sale, the 

chapter plans to host more of them 
either once or twice a month. Yale 
chapter founder Gabby Deutch ’18, 
who became familiar with the orga-
nization through her sister’s involve-
ment with its Vanderbilt University 
branch, said beginning a chapter at 
Yale represents a way to get involved 
in “something social justice–oriented” 
in her final semester of college “in a 
Jewish way.” She heads the organiza-
tion with Ruth Schapiro ’19 and Zoe 
Posner ’21. Schapiro, who bakes chal-
lah regularly with the Sisterhood of 
Chabad at Yale, said it is great to see 
people bake challah to benefit charity 
and she hopes Challah for Hunger 
will inspire people — whether Jewish 
or not — to venture outside the Yale 
bubble. Many younger students, who 
heard about the organization from the 
Slifka Center for Jewish Life at Yale 
emails and through Facebook, have 
expressed interest in getting involved, 
Deutch said.

For the complete article, please go to: 
yaledailynews.com. 

Mission to  
Poland & Israel

October 16-24, 2018

$250 early bird savings through April 9
Additional $500 subsidy available.

HIGHLIGHTS
•  6 days with a licensed Israeli guide in Poland  
 and Israel
•	 Lot	flight	from	Warsaw	to	Tel	Aviv
•	 5	days	luxury	motor	coach	travel	+	private	 
	 driver	(no bus on Shabbat)

•	 Accommodations	including	porterage	at	highly	 
 rated hotels
•	 Breakfast	daily	and	additional	meals	according	 
 to the itinerary (all	included	meals	are	kosher	apart	from		
	 hotel	breakfasts	in	Poland)

•	 Entrance	fees	and	programming	costs	per	 
 the itinerary 
•	 Local	medical	insurance	coverage	in	Poland	 
 and Israel (does	not	cover	pre-existing	conditions) 
•	 Gratuities	in	restaurants,	dining	rooms	 
	 and	for	porterage

RSVP	to	Jeanette	Yurman	
jyurman@jewishnewhaven.org	|	(203)	387-2424	x325

jewishnewhaven.org/2018-mission

14)  The city of Beersheba has the highest number of chess  
 grandmasters per capita in the world.
15) Haifa, Israel has one of the smallest subway systems in the  
 world with a 1.8-km track and only four carriages. 
16)  Israel is one of only three democracies in the world without  
 a codified constitution. The other two are New Zealand and  
 Britain.
17)  The Dead Sea is the lowest place on Earth. 
18)  Israel is the only country to revive an unspoken language  
 and establish it as its national tongue.     
19) Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives is the world’s oldest  
 continuously used cemetery.                (Continued on page 9)

JNS.org
The Polish Senate passed a bill 
recently criminalizing statements 
linking Poland to the murder of 
Jews which occurred on its soil 
during the Holocaust, in an at-
tempt to lay blame for the crimes 
that left more than 1 million Pol-
ish Jews dead during World War 
II squarely on German Nazis.

The bill passed the Senate by a vote of 57-23, less than a week after 
the bill passed through the lower house of Polish parliament. Follow-
ing the first vote, Israel voiced significant opposition to the law, which 
included dialogue between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, and numerous com-
ments on Twitter between Israeli and Polish officials.

The bill states that anyone who uses the term “Polish death camps” or, 
“accuses, publicly and against the facts, the Polish nation, or the Polish 
state, of being responsible or complicit in the Nazi crimes committed 
by the Third German Reich … shall be subject to a fine or a penalty of 
imprisonment of up to three years.” The law will apply to both Polish 
citizens and foreigners.

Polish President Andrzej Duda, who has firmly denied official Polish 
participation in the Holocaust, is expected to sign the bill into law.
During his recent cabinet meeting, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said, “The law is baseless; I strongly oppose it. One cannot 
change history and the Holocaust cannot be denied.”

The US State Department also criticized the bill for limiting freedom of 
speech, expressing concern over its effect on Poland’s relations with 
the United States and Israel.

Poland has consistently attempted to exonerate itself from responsibil-
ity for the heinous crimes, asserting that Poland was a victim of World 
War II.

Defending the law, Polish Prime Minister Morawiecki posted on Twit-
ter that the Auschwitz concentration camp “is the most bitter lesson 
on how evil ideologies can lead to hell on Earth. Jews, Poles, and all 
victims should be guardians of the memory of all who were murdered 
by German Nazis. Auschwitz-Birkenau is not a Polish name, and ‘Arbeit 
Macht Frei’ (work will set you free) is not a Polish phrase.”

Polish Senate passes bill 
criminalizing terms linking 
Poland to Holocaust

Our Emissaries from Israel, Rotem & Talya, have been very busy meeting people in the 
community. They stopped in to meet members of the youth group at Congregation B’nai 
Israel in New Haven, read Jewish stories to children at a local Barnes & Noble as part of 
a PJ Library program and talked to Southern Connecticut Hebrew Academy students in 
Orange about where they live in Israel for a class about Israel’s geography.
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APRIL 5       NORMAN: THE RISE & FALL OF A NEW YORK FIXER 
APRIL 8       THE NUMBER ON GREAT GRANDPA’S ARM 
APRIL 16      BIG SONIA 
APRIL 22      HEADING HOME: THE TALE OF TEAM ISRAEL 
APRIL 26      MONKEY BUSINESS: THE ADVENTURES  
                       OF CURIOUS GEORGE’S CREATORS  
APRIL 29      AN ACT OF DEFIANCE 
MAY 2         RABBI WOLFF: A GENTLEMAN BEFORE GOD
MAY 6         SAMMY DAVIS JR : I’VE GOTTA BE ME 
MAY 8         WONDER WOMAN

FULL MOVIE DETAILS: JCCNH.ORG/FILMSERIES

APRIL 5-MAY 8 | 2018

3rd Annual

NEVER AGAIN.
A COMMUNITY-WIDE EVENT
YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION

SUNDAY, APRIL 15  |  1 p.m.

CONTACT: JEANETTE YURMAN | jyurman@jewishnewhaven.org | (203) 387-2424 X325
TOWER ONE/TOWER EAST | 18 TOWER LANE, NEW HAVEN

On Sunday, March 18, the Jewish Federation 
of Greater New Haven will host its Second 
Annual Mitzvah Day volunteering event in 
conjunction with the Grand Re-Opening Cel-
ebration of the newly refurbished JCC building 
and the dedication of the Beverly Levy Early 
Learning Center.  
Mitzvah Day combines fun with fundraising 
and allows volunteers of all ages the oppor-
tunity to participate in meaningful mitzvah 
projects that benefit the whole community. 
A mitzvah is an act of kindness. Collectively, 
we will do our part to improve our community 
through these many acts of kindness.

Mitzvah projects will be run throughout the 
day at the JCC, as well as at the Federation’s 
Shoreline Office in Guilford and throughout 
the community.  
At the JCC, projects include lasagna making, 
creating activity bags for children currently 
in hospitals and their families, card making 
for U.S. and Israeli soldiers, a mitzvah cycling 
event in the new indoor cycling studio, crafting 
no-sew blankets for local pet shelters, as well 
as creating worry dolls to be sent to our sister 
city, Afula Gilboa. The Second Annual Mitzvah 
Day again includes cereal collecting which will 
be donated to the Jewish Family Service Food 
Pantry as well as the Woodbridge Emergency 
Food Pantry. Also, we will be sorting new 
socks to donate throughout the community. 
At Tower One/Tower East, volunteers will craft 
“plarn” blankets - made from plastic yarn.  
A Mitzvah Day phone-a-thon will also be held 
in support of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
New Haven’s Annual Campaign. 

At the Shoreline office, volunteers will make 
lunches to bring to social service agencies in  
Clinton and Old Saybrook. Area religious 
schools will also be working on individual 
projects at their schools and collecting goods 
for donation.  
This year’s event will also feature a brand 
new Mitzvah Fair from 12-3 p.m. The fair will 
be an exciting carnival-like celebration where 
families can learn about the many non-profit 
organizations in Greater New Haven. In the af-
ternoon, there will also be children’s activities 
to benefit tuition assistance at area schools 
and camps: Southern Connecticut Hebrew 
Academy, Ezra Academy, JCC Day Camps, 
Camp Gan Israel, and Camp Laurelwood.
The dedication of the new Beverly Levy Early 
Learning Center will be held at 1 p.m. The 
center, formerly known as Yeladim, is named 

Federation Hosts Mitzvah Day, 
JCC Grand Re-Opening

Proudly serving Willoughby’s  
Coffee & espresso drinks

Comfortable lounge & free WiFi

Soups, salads, sandwiches, 
baked goods, smoothies & more!

Open Sunday-Friday  
(closed Saturdays) 

NOW OPEN AT THE JCC

JCC of Greater New Haven, 360 Amity Rd., Woodbridge | jccnh.org

WELCOME HOME! 
Wishing you a successful year  

& renewed strength
Jill & Bruce Schaefer 

Schaefer Inspection Service, Inc.
1-800-345-2776

www.mhschaefer.com    

Congratulations to 
the JCC on its 

grand-reopening
Check out our menu for Pesach 

www.abelcaterers.com and 
call today (203) 389-2300

T he team at Svigals + Partners congratulates the JCC 
on its grand re-opening

info@svigals.com 203.786.5110Architecture + Art

Congratulations
to the JCC of Greater New Haven 
for their Grand Re-Opening from

70 Surprising 
Facts About  
Israel...

in memory of the late Beverly Levy, a 
longtime leader in our Jewish commu-
nity who died at the young age of 63 
in March, 2014. Beverly’s husband, 
Dr. John  Levy, said naming the center 
in his wife’s honor is a reflection of 
her whole philosophy that “you want 
to invest in our children. They are our 
future.”

Ribbon cutting ceremonies for the 
beautifully renovated JCC will be 
held at 1:30 p.m. Spend the day with 
us and splash in our pool and get 
creative in our new MakerSpace. Get 
energized in the Health & Wellness 
Center, play in the gym and scale new 

heights climbing our new rock wall. 
Catch up with friends and nosh at 
the new Café 360, which features a 
diverse food marketplace offering Wil-
loughby’s Coffee & Tea.   
Mitzvah Day volunteers are requested 
to sign up in advance to choose how 
to help the community with the many 
Mitzvah Day projects in different 
venues. 

Please contact Federation Director of 
Outreach, Engagement and Com-
munity Relations Brian Levy at (203) 
387-2424, x375 or blevy@jewishne-
whaven.org for more information. 

20) El Al, Israel’s national airline set the world record for the   
 most passengers on a commercial flight with 1,088, people. 
21) The world’s largest pepper was grown in Israel’s Moshav   
 Ein Yahav, recorded by The Guinness Book of World Records   
 in 2013.
22)  Israel has the world’s second highest per capita of new books.
23)  Israeli cows produce more milk per cow than almost any  
 country in the world, vying only with South Korea.
24) The glue on Israeli stamps is kosher. 
25) In 2009, basketball player Omri Caspi became the first Israeli  
 to be selected in the first round of the prestigious annual NBA  
 draft.
26) In 2012, a team of crafty-minded folk in Netanya broke the  
 world record for the largest sock mosaic, using 12,000 socks  
 in total.
27) Per square kilometer, Israel has one of the highest levels  
 of bird traffic in the world with over 500 million migrating  
 birds crossing its airspace.    
                                                                          (Continued on page 11)
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xshoreline happenings

The Shoreline Interfaith Refugee 
Resettlement group (SHIRR ) recently 
helped settle an Afghan refugee family 
of three who arrived in January. 

SHIRR is a partnership of Temple Beth 
Tikvah of Madison and the First Con-
gregational Church of Guilford which 
work as co-sponsors with Integrated 
Refugee & Immigration Services (IRIS). 

The Afghan family’s primary language 
is Pashto, but the parents do know 
some English. SHIRR helped lease an 
apartment for the family in Branford, 
close to another Afghan family that is 
currently being sponsored by the Bran-
ford First Congregational Church.

To help SHIRR or volunteer, contact 
Liz Shore at shorestern@comcast.net 
or Robin Baslaw at rbaslaw@comcast.
net. 

Interfaith Refugee  
Resettlement  
Group Aids Families

CBSRZ Hosts Shabbat Across America
On Friday, March 9, Congregation Beth 
Shalom Rodfe Zedek in Chester will 
host Shabbat Across America, starting 
at 6 p.m. A wine and cheese reception 
will be followed by a traditional family 
Shabbat dinner with side dishes con-
tributed by congregation members and 
the main course by Alforno’s. 

Rabbi Marci Bellows and Cantor Be-
linda Brennan will lead the interactive 
service with all of the rituals explained. 

Capping the evening will be an Oneg 
Shabbat with homemade desserts and 
fellowship. For more information, visit 
cbsrz.org.

Music & More 
The Maccabeats will return on Sun-
day, March 11, at 4 p.m. to the Music 
& More stage. Doors open at 3 p.m. 
There will be a reception following the 
concert with a chance to meet the 
members of the group. Advance tickets 
are highly recommended and may 

be purchased at cbsrz/org/events or 
through the Music & More at CBSRZ 
Facebook page. For more information, 
call (860) 526-8920 or email at of-
fice@cbsrz.org. 

Music & More brings nationally known 
masterful bluegrass band, The Lonely 
Heartstring Band, to the CBSRZ stage 
on April 15 at 4 p.m. 

Kivvun – Religious School 
An open house will be held on Sunday 
March 25, at 10 a.m.  At 11 a.m. join 
the school for a Passover presentation, 
Living Haggadah, put on by students. 

New J. New day.

By Susan Donovan
JCC Director of Fitness 
& Spa Services 
Spring offers the perfect opportunity 
to implement new wellness habits 
and set goals that support a happier, 
healthier you. Wellness is defined as 
the quality or state of being healthy in 
body and mind as the result of deliber-
ate effort. It emphasizes preventing 
illness, as opposed to treating it, and 
prolonging life. This is our mission as 
we provide programming to support 
your success in living a long, healthy 
and active life, not only physically, but 
mentally, emotionally and spiritually.  
Here are some of our new Health & 
Wellness Department programs that 
can help: 
•Our Fitness Center continues to 
offer a variety of cardio and strength 
training equipment and CT NOW Best 
of New Haven award-winning personal 
training programs. Among the new 
equipment, you will find an area for 
Small Group Coaching, TRX and Cross 
Core Suspension Training, Muay Thai 
Boxing, and Boot Camps.  

•Our beautiful new Aerobic Room 
space is larger and offers Barre, 
Drum-Fit, a ramped up Silver Sneak-
ers, Boom and Freestyle Dance 
classes in addition to the already 
popular Zumba, Yoga, Pilates and 
muscle conditioning classes. 

•A new Cycling Studio houses brand 
new Schwinn indoor cycles, each 
equipped with computer consoles.

•More therapeutic programming has 
been created including Pain Free 
Alignment Therapy, Trigger Point, Or-
thopedic Massage and MELT™. 

•Since you can never out-exercise a 
bad diet, under the guidance of reg-
istered dietitians and nutrition health 
coaches, three new programs are 
being launched: 30 Day Sugar Detox, 
Nutrition for Athletes and our very own 
JCC Waist Watchers for sustainable 
weight loss with a focus on behavior 
change.

•Lastly, our new SPA at the J will be 
operational this spring with a full 
menu of services created to support 
your health and wellness goals. 

More than a luxury, our spa services 
will help you manage stress, pain, 
revitalize your personal energy and re-
gain mobility. In addition to a variety of 
massage techniques, we are introduc-
ing facials, Reflexology and Reiki with 
all services, including a complimen-
tary spa visit with sauna, steam room, 
whirlpool and shower amenities. 
It’s time to begin taking better care of 
yourself and making your wellness a 
priority. Contact susand@jccnh.org for 
a free consultation.  

Reinvent Yourself Through Wellness

JCC Welcomes New Climbing Wall Staff
The JCC welcomes Tanner Coway and 
Rachel Whitsild as its new climb-
ing wall instructors. Both Coway and 
Whitsild will offer classes and instruc-
tion for members of all ages on the 
JCC’s much anticipated and very 
popular new climbing wall.  
Coway currently works for the New Ha-
ven Parks and Recreation Department 
as an expert rock wall and canoeing 
instructor. He has worked for the New 
Haven Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment for more than six years and has 
been a rock wall instructor for more 
than three years. Coway enjoys teach-
ing climbing to all ages, both in small 
and large groups. In his spare time, 
he loves the outdoors and climbs and 
hikes all over Connecticut.  
Rachel Whitsild graduated from 
Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity with a degree in recreation and 
leisure. She also works for the New 

Haven Park and Recre-
ation Department, teach-
ing climbing for the camp, 
afterschool programs and 
major events. Whitsild 
served as Camp Director 
this summer at the Sound 
School and also teaches 
canoeing. In her free time, 
she loves climbing, hiking, 
biking and canoeing and 
spending as much time 
outdoors as she can. 
The JCC will offer Kids Climb classes 
for the new climbing wall on Sunday 
afternoons for children in grades 2-6 
as well as Adult Climb classes on Mon-
day mornings and Early Bird Climb 
classes on Thursday mornings for 
adults. In addition to fitness classes, 
climbing classes and open climb 
times, the area can also be utilized for 
birthday parties. 

The 36-by 20-foot L-shaped wall 
includes three custom-built overhangs 
with a custom-built crack climb fea-
ture. It also boasts a 32-foot-by -8-foot 
area with a 10-degree slope children’s 
traverse wall with two ledges. The 
system also includes three perfect 
descent auto belays and four regular 
top rope relay systems and safety har-
nesses. Designed by Corporate Chal-
lenge, the wall was made possible by 
the Rothberg family’s generosity.  

By Nicolle Camara
JCC Assistant Director of Physical 
Education
The JCC is excited to offer a new adap-
tive swim program that provides one-
on-one training for community mem-
bers of all ages with intellectual and 
physical disabilities. It allows students 
the opportunity to feel comfortable 
in the water, learn safety skills, work 
on swimming skills, maintain and 
increase physical fitness, and achieve 
success in the water. The instructors 
emphasize swimming skills that are 
modified to accommodate individual 
needs.

Amanda Konieczny is the new instruc-
tor for the adaptive swim program. 
She is excited to be working with the 
JCC of Greater New Haven and has 
17.5 years of experience in competi-
tive swimming, including swimming for 
a USA and collegiate team. 

Amanda is able to teach competi-
tive swimming skills to students with 
disabilities, both developmental and 
physical, and feels comfortable work-
ing with students of all ages, from 
children to adults. 

She has been teaching swimming for 
eight years with the past 18 months 
concentrating specifically on work-
ing with adaptive students. Amanda 
is very passionate about teaching 
swimming not only as a lifesaving skill, 
but also as a discipline. She believes 
that learning to swim enforces good 
listening skills, focus, and diligence. 
In addition to her swimming expertise, 
Amanda also has a degree in me-
chanical engineering from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, and an MS in 
Engineering and Operations Manage-
ment at the University of New Haven. 

The JCC is currently forming a commit-
tee to consider other adaptive pro-
grams it can offer the community. If 
you or your child are interested in sign-
ing up for lessons or becoming part of 
our committee, please call Nicolle at 
(203) 387-2424 x 237.

New Adaptive 
Swim Program 
Offered

A World of
Financial
Opportunity…

  Essex, 35 Plains Road, 860-767-2573 • Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238
Chester, 203 Middlesex Avenue, 860-526-0000 • Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611
Old Saybrook, 155 Main Street, 860-388-3543 • Old Lyme, 101 Halls Road, 860-434-1646

Toll-Free: 877-377-3922 • www.essexsavings.com

Member FDIC          Equal Housing Lender

Online and On Main Street

Some banks are closing branches in favor of online banking. Not Essex Savings Bank.  
Instead, we have added locations and expanded services – including online and mobile banking – to 
better meet your financial needs. As a community bank, we are here to serve you in the manner that 

works best for you. Stop by one of our conveniently located branches or visit us at essexsavings.com to 
see how we can meet your banking needs online and in person!

“A View from the BDS 
Trenches - Standing 
for Israel and against 
Delegitimization”
The Jewish Federation of Greater  
New Haven presents Federation  
Shabbat featuring Ethan Felson,  

Executive Director 
of the Israel  
Action Network, a  
strategic initiative  
of Jewish  
Federations of  
North America to 
build a broad base 
of support for  
Israel and counter  
anti-Israel activity.

Friday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek
55 East Kings Highway, Chester 
For more info, contact: Amy Holtz
aholtz@jewishnewhaven.org | (203) 387-2424 x254
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You won’t believe what’s happening 
at the JCC Day Camps! Don’t miss our 
Open House on April 8. 

Drive up to the 54-acre JCC campus 
and the offerings are nearly endless 
for four to fifteen-year-old campers. 

In addition to arts and crafts, drama, 
music, cooking, and nature programs, 
the JCC’s new STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts & Mathemat-
ics) Center will produce a range of 
activities that educate and entertain. 

At the new MakerSpace, campers will 
explore different materials and projects 
like woodworking, sewing, clay sculpt-
ing, and jewelry making -- all while learn-
ing how to use professional tools and 
expanding their imaginations. 

The revamped JCC will also offer excep-
tional new spaces for indoor activities, 
including a remodeled dance studio 
and a state-of-the-art multi-purpose 
floor in the gymnasium that can be 
used for floor hockey, lacrosse, and 
soccer. 

But perhaps the most anticipated fea-
ture is a new rock climbing wall, built 
to accommodate campers of all ages 
and levels. 

With certified instructors and the best 
and latest equipment, kids will not 
only have fun, but will also learn about 

balance, teamwork, gravity, persever-
ance (and safety, of course).

JCC Day Camps will still have “old 
favorites” that keep campers coming 
back year after year, like the GaGa 
and human foosball courts, archery 
range, and outdoor pool, where camp-
ers learn to swim. 

Kids will continue to enjoy outdoor 
sports like volleyball, soccer, and 
baseball, and can try a range of 
exciting water games like kiddie-pool 
kickball, pool-noodle golf, and water-
balloon dodgeball. 

Transportation is included at JCC 
Day Camps, and before/after-camp 
options are available all season (June 
25-August 24). The weather may still 
be cold and wintry, but excitement is 
already in the air for what promises 
to be the best summer yet at JCC 
Day Camps. Come experience it for 
yourself!

Tours: 
March 18, 12-5 p.m. 
(during JCC Grand Re-Opening)

JCC Day Camps  
Open House: 
April 8 from 1-3 p.m.
(203) 387-2424 x253 
jccnh.org/camp  

See What’s New at JCC Day Camps This Year

FUN IS SACRED 
at Camp Gan Israel
What makes Camp Gan Israel unique? At Gan Israel, fun is 
sacred. It’s what keeps our campers coming back, summer 
after summer. New programs include Bring the Hoopla, CGI 
Avalanche, and American Ninja Warrior Day. A typical camp day 
includes swimming, archery, martial arts, yoga, sports, art, and 
STEM workshops. One of the highlights for older campers is the 
iClub experience, featuring 3D printing, moviemaking, stained 
glass art, and fencing.   
Our accreditation by the American Camp Association (ACA) is the 
gold standard in the camp industry. Safety is our priority and our 
high staff-to-camper ratio, safety protocols, staff qualifications 
and training ensure that your children will always be in capable 
hands.  
CGI has a strong focus on Jewish pride and spirit. Jewish singing, 
stories and lessons from Jewish heroes all play a role in the fun 
at camp. 

Our camper group is very diverse, encompassing all types of 
backgrounds and observances. 

We look forward to welcoming our new and returning campers. 
Summer 2018 dates: June 25-August 3, ages 3-12. 

For more info., contact Director Chanie Wilhelm at (203) 701-
9386, info@GanIsraelNH.com, or visit GanIsraelNH.com. 

The Jewish Foundation’s One Happy 
Camper New Haven program provides 
incentive grants for first-time campers 
as well as financial aid to over 195 
different Jewish overnight camps.  
Campers must reside in the Greater 
New Haven catchment area. 
Up to $1,000 incentive grant (NOT 
needs-based) for overnight Jewish 
camp. The Jewish Foundation, in 
partnership with the One Happy 

Camper program of the Founda-
tion for Jewish Camp, as well as an 
anonymous donor, is thrilled to offer 
needs-blind grants of $375-$1,000 
for first-time campers from Greater 
New Haven to attend any one of over 
195 traditional and specialty Jewish 
overnight camps nationwide.  

Needs-based aid for overnight Jewish 
camp. The Jewish Foundation, in part-
nership with an anonymous donor, is 
thrilled to begin offering needs-based 

financial assistance for campers 
from Greater New Haven to attend 
Jewish overnight camps nationwide. 
Applications and eligibility details will 
be available shortly, Please check 
jewishnewhaven.org/scholarships. Did 
you know that New Haven has its own 
overnight Jewish camp? Camp Laurel-
wood is Connecticut’s Jewish over-
night camp, now celebrating its 80th 
anniversary! camplaurelwood.org. 

One Happy Camper Program Offers Grants, Financial Aid

JEWISH FOUNDATIONOF GREATER NEW HAVEN

Did you know that…
•As adults, Jewish campers are 21 percent 
more likely to feel that being Jewish is very 
important.
•As adults, Jewish campers are 26 percent 
more likely to be members of a synagogue.
•As adults, Jewish campers are 55 percent 
more likely to feel very emotionally attached to 
Israel.
•1 out of 3 Jewish professionals (rabbis, can-
tors, teachers) started out as counselors at 
Jewish camp.
•1 out of 5 Jewish educators cited Jewish 
camp as a key experience that caused them to 
enter the field (see jewishcamp.org/campope-
dia/camp-works-the-long-term-impact-of-jewish-
overnight-camp/ for more information). 

The Foundation for Jewish Camp, with support 
from the Jim Joseph Foundation and the AVI 
CHAI Foundation, has successfully established 
new business models for Jewish camps and 
created a forum to pilot new educational mod-
els by integrating Jewish learning with activities 
that kids are passionate about – the environ-
ment, performing arts, science, sports, and 
outdoor adventure. To find out about 195 differ-
ent Jewish overnight camps, including  
science and technology camps, movement 
camps, adventure camps, travel camps, special 
needs camps, and general camps, go  
to onehappycamper.org. 

These new Jewish overnight specialty camps 
will open in summer 2018 on the East Coast:
Ramah Sports Academy will be a high-level 
sports specialty overnight camp in Fairfield, 
Connecticut, emphasizing skill development, 
within a caring summer community infused 
with the traditions and values of Judaism. The 
vision behind RSA is the creation of a sports 
camp run by elite coaches and counselors, de-
signed to enhance skills, encourage teamwork 

and sportsmanship, and instill confidence in ev-
ery aspect of our campers’ lives. The program 
will go beyond sports instruction to instill a 
deeper love for Judaism, Hebrew language, and 
the land and people of Israel, while challenging 
campers to grow intellectually, athletically, and 
spiritually. ramahsportsacademy.org.  
Sababa Beachaway is a residential summer 
camp for fifth through 12th grade girls and 
boys. Located in beautiful Virginia Beach, 
Sababa immerses campers in the magic and 
majesty of the beach, adds the right amount of 
Jewish spiritual practice, and provides a non-
competitive yet challenging camp experience! 
Their two-week sessions invite campers to 
escape the “Race to Nowhere” in order to focus 
on life at the beach. Whether on a surfboard, in 
a sailboat, behind a camera, or under the sea, 
Sababa campers learn thrilling new skills, build 
lifelong relationships, grow a stronger sense of 
self, and stoke an innate spiritual flame.  
sabababeachaway.org

At URJ 6 Points Creative Arts Academy, the 
program, staff, campers, and site work together 
to create a holistic, meaningful experience for 
artists in a living laboratory for learning and 
performing. Their program, based in West 
Chester Pennsylvania, focuses on the whole 
child, fostering personal advancement and 
resilience while creating an aspirational arc 
of growth and possibilities. Through major 
and minor workshops, campers will challenge 
themselves to continue their development as 
artists, sharpening their natural abilities and 
acquiring new skills. Electives offer further 
opportunity to expand imaginations. Special-
ists from the field will serve as compelling role 
models who weave Jewish values, ethics, and 
tradition together with the spirit and excitement 
of a dynamic, creative, artistic community. 
6pointscreativearts.org. 

Jewish Camp Works!

Camp Laurelwood Creates Life-Long 
Memories
Founded in 1937 on 140 magnifi-
cent wooded acres, Camp Laurel-
wood in Madison is the home of 
life-long memories and friendships. 
Laurelwood campers develop self-
confidence, create lasting, meaning-
ful friendships, master new skills 
and embrace Jewish values, all while 
having the absolute best time of 
their lives! 

Programs and activities include 
sports and outdoor fun, swimming in 
two pools, lakefront boating, cre-
ative arts, theme days and a spirited 
Shabbat experience. For summer 
2018, Laurelwood will offer a new 
professional slingshot range, an expanded 
music program, updated Super Senior 
boys’ housing, new and improved sports 
leagues and a reconditioned softball field.  

The most valuable thing Laurelwood of-
fers transcends programs and facilities. 
Director Ari Golub said, “From the moment 
you drive though the gates, you become 
family. You arrive at a place you can call 

home for the rest of your life. It’s a place 
where traditions and values mean some-
thing. Laurelwood is not just a collection 
of buildings, fields and lakes. Laurelwood 
is a place to find yourself, have new 
experiences, learn new skills, and make 
friendships that last a lifetime.” 

The Laurelwood staff looks forward to  
welcoming you. For more information,  
go to camplaurelwood.org. 

Here are the top six reasons parents, bubbes and zaydes everywhere are 
sending their kids to Jewish camp: 

1. Experiences first, explanations later. Kids are able to ultimately and 
immediately contribute to their Jewish community at camp. At camp, they 
experience it (at meals, during Shabbat, on the ropes course, in the cabin 
- everywhere), and the explanations come later. 

2. Camp friendships last beyond the summer. After the dirty laundry has 
been washed and the camp trunk put away, the friendships endure. Camp 
is one easy entry point into a lifelong Jewish community. 

3. Immersive Jewish community, 24/7. Campers are exposed to adult 
Jewish role models, Jewish peers, and Jewish friends from different 
places. 

4. Camp ends, but the Jewish community continues. Extensive research 
in recent years has proven that children who attend Jewish summer camp 
are more likely to identify as Jewish adults and actively engage in the Jew-
ish community. 

5. Jewish camp addresses the whole camper. Children learn confidence, 
skill-building and socialization by living in a community. They learn how 
to manage in a diverse group of peers, and they face new situations and 
overcome challenges on a daily basis. 

6. Camp helps kids succeed beyond childhood. Camp is all about fun 
and can be an environment for “real-world” learning. Campers who return 
to camp as staff members can create opportunities to advance them-
selves professionally.                

Top Six Reasons to Attend  
Jewish Summer Camp from ReformJudaism.org.

2018 Summer Camp Preview 2018 Summer Camp Preview
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June 25 - August 24
(Transportation included through 8/10)

Pick the Weeks
You Want

JCC Day Camps

REGISTER NOW!
jccnh.org/camp
(203) 387-2424 x253

For Ages 4 - 15

• Swim Lessons
• Field Trips
• Creative Arts & Activities
• Sports & Outdoor Games
• MakerSpace & Rock Climbing Wall
• Before/After Camp Options
• Free Transportation
 From Branford, Cheshire, Bridgeport
 & all points in between.

Camp is just 
around the Corner

New funds in 2017
PACE FUNDS:
• Green & Sklarz Foundation PACE Fund
BUILD A TZEDAKAH FUNDS:
• Zoe Fleischman Tzedakah Fund
• Ana Sirota Tzedakah Fund honoring   
    Oliver Stevens
• Karley Madison Bayer Fund
• Daniella Perry Kingsley Tzedakah Fund
FUNDS FOR THE TOWERS:
• Gordon Family Fund & Koral Family   
 Fund for the Benefit of The Towers
• Towers 50th Anniversary Endowment   
• Towers Endowment in Honor of  
 Evelyn Siegal
• Towers’ Residents Fund in Honor of  
 Barry & Hyla Vine
• Towers Endowment in Honor of  
 Fran Wallnau
• Hyla & Barry Vine Family Endowment   
 for the Towers
FUND FOR TEMPLE EMANUEL:
• Temple Emanuel Leave a Legacy Fund

FUND FOR CONGREGATION BEKI:
• Saul & Hope Bell Memorial Fund for   
 Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel
FUND FOR EZRA ACADEMY:
• Reiter Ellant Fund for Ezra Academy
 Fund for Israel  
• Earl & Muriel Banquer Israel Endowment

Donor Advised Funds
• Norman & Caron Alderman Family Fund
• Fleischman Family Foundation
• Tillie L. & Albert B. Friedman Memorial   
    Fund Honoring Sophia, Aaron, &  
 Benjamin Bruce
• Barbara Greenberg Philanthropic Fund 
• Jeanette & Dan Oren Family Fund
• Jean & Erik Rosenthal Philanthropic Fund
• Schaefer-Lawall Family Fund
• Mark & Heni Schwartz Family Fund  
 for Jewish Family Service, Westville  
 Synagogue, and Jewish Education
• Nanci & Craig Sklar Family Fund
• Reiter Ellant Fund for Ezra Academy
FUND FOR ISRAEL:
• Earl & Muriel Banquer Israel Endowment

Jewish Foundation Highlights

Your 
guide to  
Passover.

CELEBRATING

PESACH
The Jewish Foundation’s one-year rate of return for the 2017 calendar year was 14.8 
percent. In 2017, the Jewish Foundation granted $2.8 million in charitable distributions, 
of that, 73 percent was to local Jewish organizations and synagogues.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Bayer at  
203-387-2424, x320 or visit www.newhavenjewishfoundation.org.

Your Bar or Bat Mitzvah is more than just a Jewish 
tradition, religious service, and celebration. It is a life 
changing, meaningful and important rite of passage 
as a responsible Jewish adult.
The Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven Build a Tzedakah Fund 
invites you to help create positive change in your community by giving 
you an opportunity to make a life-long commitment to philanthropy. The Build a Tzedakah Fund allows you to take the responsibility  

of performing the mitzvah of Tzedakah by establishing your own  
charitable fund, forever.

The Mitzvah of Tzedakah

The cost to establish a personalized Build a Tzedakah Fund 
is $1,000. Your commitment of $600 (payable over 3 years) 
is matched by $400 from an anonymous donor.It works like this:Bar or Bat Mitzvah contributes ................. $600*Generous community donor provides....... $400Total in your fund...................................$1000*payable at one time or over 3 years

Your fund will have at least $1,000 from the ‘get go’.  It can be in your name, e.g. Tali Green Tzedakah Fund  or you can name it after or in honor of loved ones,  e.g. the Ethan Cohen Tzedakah Fund in memory of his Great Uncle Lev. Your fund will be listed in the Jewish Foundation’s Annual Report. At any time, you can add to your fund in honor of special occasions and milestones (like birthdays, college admissions) and you can continue to make annual charitable distributions from your fund.

Let us honor you—If you establish your Fund prior  to your Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we will give your rabbi a  beautiful certificate designed by the local artist,  Jeanette Kuvin Oren to present to you at your  Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Build a
Tzedakah Program 

 In honor of your Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the JCC will give you free one-year membership. 

The Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven Build a Tzedakah Fund 
invites you to help create positive change in your community by giving you 
an opportunity to make a life-long commitment to philanthropy. The Build 
a Tzedakah Fund allows you to take the responsibility of performing the 
mitzvah of Tzedakah by establishing your own charitable fund, forever.

For more information,
please contact Jennifer Bayer at

(203) 387-2424, x320 or visit 
www.newhavenjewishfoundation.org

Build a 
Tzedakah  Program

The cost to establish a personalized  
Build a Tzedakah Fund is $1,000. Your commitment 
of $600 (payable over 3 years) is matched by $400 
from an anonymous donor.

It works like this:
Bar or Bat Mitzvah contributes  ......................  $600*
Generous community donor provides .............  $400

Total in your fund ��������������������������������������������$1000
*payable at one time or over 3 years

Your fund will have at least $1,000 from the ‘get go’. It 
can be in your name, e.g. Tali Green Tzedakah Fund 
or you can name it after or in honor of loved ones, 
e.g. the Ethan Cohen Tzedakah Fund in memory of 
his Great Uncle Lev. Your fund will be listed in the 
Jewish Foundation’s Annual Report. At any time, you 
can add to your fund in honor of special occasions 
and milestones (like birthdays, college admissions) 
and you can continue to make annual charitable 
distributions from your fund.
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Congregation  
Mishkan Israel
785 Ridge Road 
Hamden
(203) 288-3877
cmihamden.org
ANNUAL COMMUNITY  
PASSOVER SEDER  
6 p.m., Saturday, March 31. 
Members of the community 
are cordially invited. Call the 
synagogue office for prices. 
Advance reservations, which 
are due by March 23, are 
required. 

Congregation Beth  
El-Keser Israel
85 Harrison Street,  
New Haven
(203) 389-2108, x14 
BEKI.org
FESTIVAL DAYS  
(first two mornings, last two 
mornings) 9:15 a.m. 
HOL HAMOED  
Sun. 9 a.m., Mon., Tues, Wed. 
and Fri. 7 a.m., Thurs. 8:15 a.m., 
evenings 5:45 p.m. 
SHABBAT MINHA  
March 31, 1 p.m. 
YIZKOR MEMORIAL  
SERVICE AND SONG  
OF SONGS  
Sat., April 7, 9:15 a.m. 
Friday, March 30, 7 a.m. 
SIYYUM BEKHOROT  
7:35 -7:55 a.m. 
LAST SALE OF HAMETS 
11:30 a.m. 

BAKING MATZA  
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
EVENING SERVICE  
6 p.m. Sale of Hamets form 
on website. 

Temple Beth Sholom 
1809 Whitney Avenue, 
Hamden
(203) 288-7748
tbshamden.com
FIFTH ANNUAL FREE  
SECOND SEDER  
March 31, 5:30 p.m. Catered 
by Abel’s and the Temple’s 
Seder Committee. Suggested 
voluntary donation -$18.  
Call (203) 288-7748  
by March 5. 

Temple Emanuel
of Greater New Haven
150 Derby Avenue, Orange
(203) 397-3000
tegnh.org. 
PASSOVER SEDER WITH 
RABBI FARBMAN  
Friday, March 30, 6:30 p.m. 
Members & non-members 
welcome. Please register by 
March 23 - no reservations 
after that date. To register,
go to tegnh.org. 

Chabad Jewish  
Center of Milford 
15 Edgefield Avenue, Milford
(203) 878-4569
jewishmilford.com
COMMUNITY PASSOVER 
SEDER  
Friday, March 30, at 6:45 p.m. 
Enjoy handmade Shmura Mat-
zah, four cups of wine, delicious 
food, traditional customs, and 
inspiring Passover insights. Cost: 
$36/adult, $18/child, $200/
sponsor. No one will be turned 
away due to lack of funds. RSVP 
by March 26.  

Congregation Beth  
Shalom Rodfe Zedek
55 E. Kings Highway,  
Chester
(860) 526-8920
cbsrz.org
COMMUNITY PASSOVER 
SEDER  
Saturday, March 31, starting 
at 6 p.m. Family-style Seder, 
led by Rabbi Marci Bellows 
and Cantor Belinda Bren-
nan, will stimulate lots of 
discussion, participation, and 
singing. The meal, catered 
by Alforno Restaurant, will 
include brisket, chicken, 
homemade matzo ball soup 
and many side dishes as well 
as kid-friendly options. Call to 
make a reservation.  
Reservations are required 
no later than March 20.

Greater New Haven Passover Events 
 

2 pounds fresh fava beans or 1/2 pound  
frozen double-peeled (2 cups)
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
2 leeks, white and light green parts only, cleaned and 
sliced
1 large onion, chopped
2 medium or large carrots, peeled and diced
1 stalk celery, chopped
2 medium turnips, peeled and diced
1 small potato (about 4 ounces), peeled and diced
2 quarts water, vegetable stock or chicken stock
Salt to taste

A bouquet garni made with a couple of sprigs of parsley, a 
bay leaf and several sprigs of cilantro
½ teaspoon ground white pepper
½ teaspoon turmeric

1. Skin the fresh favas: bring a medium pot of salted water 
to a boil. Fill a bowl with ice water. Drop the shelled fava 
beans into the boiling water and boil 5 minutes. Drain and 
transfer immediately to the cold water. Allow the beans 
to cool for several minutes, then slip off their skins by 
pinching off the eye of the skin and squeezing gently. Hold 
several beans in one hand and use your other thumb and 
forefinger to pinch off the eyes, have a bowl for the shelled 
favas close at hand and this will not take very long.

2. Heat 1 tablespoon of the olive oil over medium heat in 
a large, heavy soup pot or Dutch oven and add the leeks, 
onion, carrots and celery. Cook, stirring, until vegetables 
are just tender, about 5 minutes, and add the turnips, 
potatoes, favas, water or stock, salt and bouquet garni. 
Bring to a boil, reduce the heat, cover and simmer for 45 
minutes, or until the vegetables are very tender. Remove 
and discard the bouquet garni.

3. Purée the soup using a hand blender or a food mill, or 
working in batches, in a blender, making sure that you 
place a towel over the top of the blender and remove the 
inner part of the lid to avoid hot splashes. Return to the 
pot, add the pepper, turmeric and chopped cilantro and 
bring to a simmer over medium-low heat. Turn the heat to 
low, cover and simmer, stirring often, for 30 minutes. Taste 
and adjust salt and pepper. Serve in wide soup bowls, 
garnished with cilantro leaves and with a drizzle of olive oil 
over each serving.

Tip: You can make the soup through Step 2 up to two days 
before serving. Refrigerate before pureeing. When you 
wish to serve, puree the soup, then reheat and proceed 
with the recipe.

Revital Catriel Bellin | Revi’s Mediterranean & Middle 
Eastern Cuisine | (203) 887-8113 | Revisfood.com

2/3 -cup panko for Passover crumbs
2 -tablespoons minced fresh parsley
1 -teaspoon grated fresh lemon
Freshly ground pepper 
4 tablespoons - oil for Passover
4- 6 -8 ounce - salmon filets
2- Tablespoons Dijon mustard for  
Passover 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees  
In a small bowl, mix together panko, parsley, 
lemon zest, and fresh black pepper.

Drizzle oil and stir until the crumbs are evenly 
coated. Set aside.  
Place salmon filet, skinned side down. Gener-
ously brush the tops with mustard. Press the 
panko mixture thickly on top of the mustard of 
each salmon fillet. The mustard will help the 
panko adhere. 
Place on sheet tray and bake 7 to 12 minutes 
and cook until panko is brown. Serve hot or 
room temperature with a lemon wedge.  

Revi’s Moroccan Fava Bean & Vegetable Soup The Towers Panko-Crusted Salmon

Special Passover Recipes
By Jeannette Brodeur 
Shalom New Haven Editor   
On March 23, trucks will travel from 
New York to New Haven filled with 
Passover foods including matzo, ge-
filte fish, matzo ball soup mix, borscht 
with beets, canned vegetables, 
horseradish, applesauce, macaroons, 
grape juice and chocolate-covered 
marshmallows for this year’s Project 
H.O.P.E. (Help Our People Everywhere) 
program on Sunday, March 25, at 
Tower One/Tower East. 

The event involves volunteers of all 
ages who assemble and package 
bags of kosher for Passover food for 
needy families.  
Project H.O.P.E, is a B’nai B’rith com-
munity action project that started in 
New York back in the 1960s to help 
community members who couldn’t 
afford the special foods needed for 
Passover. Since then, the program 
has spread to Boston, Philadelphia, 

Maryland, Virginia, Washington D.C. 
and Connecticut.  

Local B’nai B’rith leader Harold Miller 
has been coordinating Project H.O.P.E. 
in this region for more than 40 years. 
With generous donations from the 
Jewish Federation of Greater New Ha-
ven, the Jewish Foundation of Greater 
New Haven, the Jewish community 
in Waterbury and the masons from 
Cosmopolitan Lodge No. 125 A.F. & 
A.M., Miller said B’nai B’rith is able to 
purchase the huge quantities of food 
needed each year for the program. 

“We go to companies that manufac-
ture kosher items for Passover, like 
Manischewitz, and we’re able to get 
great prices,” he said. Miller added 
that many companies also donate 
items for the program. This year, the 
Joyva Corporation donated all of the 
candies and treats, including marsh-
mallow twists and halva, for the pack-
ages. IKEA of New Haven donates all 
of the sturdy cloth bags used for the 
packages.   
Before the event, Miller contacts 
Jewish family service organizations 
all across the state to see how many 
Passover packages they will need for 
their community. “They tell me a num-
ber and we try damn hard to fill it,” he 
said. “They know they can count on us 
to help.” Last year, Miller said Project 
H.O.P.E provided food to more than 
320 families.  

On the Friday morning before the 
event, Miller said volunteers begin 

unloading the items from huge pallets 
in the trucks, but the real work begins 
early that Sunday morning when 
volunteers form assembly lines to 
begin packing the bags with food and 
grouping the bags needed for each or-
ganization. “It’s fantastic,” Miller said. 
“We have tons of volunteers helping 
pack close to 20 items in each bag. 
It’s a great activity for the kids. My 
granddaughter loves to help. We have 
BBYO kids come as well as families. 
People really look forward to doing it 
each year. The Masons put it on their 
schedule every year.” Last year, chil-
dren from Yeladim helped too, he said. 
Once the bags are packed, volunteers 
load the bags into vehicles for distribu-
tion across the state.   
Miller invited anyone from the com-
munity to come and help at this year’s 
Project H.O.P.E. “It’s a fun event,” he 
said. “Come down and help us. Every-
one has a really good time.”

Project H.O.P.E Delivers Passover Food for Needy Families

Celebrate Fun, Mystery for Passover with PJ Library Events 
By Stacey Battat
PJ Library Professional 
What is Passover without some shenanigans (de-
fined as: silly or high-spirited behavior; mischief)?  
Passover is a holiday that offers families and friends 
the opportunity to come together through food 
and an ancient story. Experiencing our five senses 
through storytelling, and creating new and fun cus-
toms to integrate modern literature and events is the 
essence of the Passover tradition.  
In our family, we created silly Passover skits and 
sketches, based upon a theme or ideas from the 
children, as we celebrated with cousins and friends 
who joined us at the Seder table. It could also be a 
time for some fun and shenanigans. 

On March 25, children’s author Larry Epstein will 
engage third to fifth graders on the Sunday before 
Passover with a fun mystery entitled “The Mystery of 
the Missing Matzah.”  
The story is about fourth grade best friends Betty, 
Wendy and Sherri who form a Friendship League 
and help others solve mysteries.  
Friends Wendy and Sherri participate in the tradi-

tional Passover 
Seder dinner 
for the first time 
until something 
goes wrong and 
the Friendship 
League has a 
real mystery to 
solve.  
Everyone 
becomes a sus-
pect, including 
Betty’s mom, 
dad, grand-
parents, and 
annoying older 
brother, along 
with the Friend-
ship League’s 
number one 

troublemaking friend, Barry. Even ever hungry dog 
Daisy is not off the hook.  
Using a combination of logic and teamwork, the 
Friendship League is on the case!  
Reviews of the book are lovely: “We really tried to 

figure out the mystery and were surprised in the 
end.” “Both of our kids liked the nod to superheroes. 
A laugh out loud funny and sweet story that we will 
read again!” 

PJ LIBRARY PASSOVER PROGRAMS:
Passover Story and Songs for All  
Thursday, March 15, 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.  
North Haven Memorial Library
17 Elm St., North Haven 
Passover Story, Song & Craft   
Thursday, March 22, 10-11 a.m.  
Cheshire Public Library, 104 Main St., Cheshire 
Lotsa Matza Event, author Larry Epstein  
“Mystery of The Missing Matzah” and Matzah 
cover creations in partnership with Ezra  
Academy, Third to fifth graders & their families.    
Sunday, March 25, 1-2 p.m. 
JCC, 360 Amity Road, Woodbridge 
For more information and to RSVP, contact  
Stacey Battat pjlibrary@jewishnewhaven.org
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By Ron Wolfson
for InterfaithFamily.com
1. Give Homework. When the Weber 
family invites the Wolfson family for 
the seder, we are asked to prepare a 
presentation on some aspect of the 
ceremony. The presentation could be 
a drash, an explanation of what the 
haggadah is trying to say. But over 
the years our presentations have 
also been given as a play, a song, 
and a takeoff on a game show. Not 
everyone in your family may be able 
to do this, but there is no better way 
to encourage participation than by 
asking people to prepare something in 
advance.
2. Buy Time. The seders of my youth 
never lasted more than 20 minutes. 
One way to buy time to dwell on the 
story is to offer your guests something 
to nibble on between the vegetables 
of karpas and the meal. My wife, 
Susie, often prepares an edible cen-
terpiece. She and the children slice 
jicama (a kind of vegetable) very thin 
and, with Jewish cookie cutters, stamp 
out Stars of David, Torah scrolls and 

kiddish cups. After karpas, we invite 
our guests to eat this centerpiece.
3. Tell the Story. The core of the seder 
is the telling of the story of the Exodus 
from Egypt. The traditional text of 
the haggadah contains four different 
tellings of the story, each one begin-
ning with a question, a response, and 
praise for God. Think of ways to tell 
the story that supplement the hag-
gadah. One year we were invited to a 
seder where the host family put on a 
skit. Stan Reiner’s “Seder Scenes” (Al-
ternatives in Religious Education) is a 
good resource for this activity. Another 
family we know of used puppets and 
storybooks. The most unusual telling, 
however, had to be the family who 
presented a magical version of the 
Ten Plagues in costume. 
4. Ask Questions. The haggadah 
invites questions. Encourage your 
guests to liberate themselves from the 
book and discuss what it is that the 
haggadah is trying to tell us. A favorite 
point at which to do this is after the 
recitation of the Ten Plagues. “What 
are 10 things that plague us today?”

5. Have Fun. Having family fun is seri-
ous business, especially at the seder 
table. The seder was never meant to 
be dull. Quite the contrary, it is to be a 
relaxed, informal educational experi-
ence. Some families add favorite 
songs that children learn in religious 
school. 
6. Be Inclusive. Inside most Jewish 
adults is a child who was upset at not 
finding the afikomen, or ceremonial 
piece of matzah. We have created a 
way to include everyone in the afiko-
men search. We make a chart with the 
order of the seder and select one let-
ter from each word. We put these 14 
letters on 3-by-5 cards and then hide 
them around the house. The children 
must find at least one of the cards for 
us to find the real afikomen. Everyone 
who participates gets a prize.
7. Use Materials. One of the problems 
in keeping young children interested 
in the seder is that most haggadahs 
are not designed for them. When our 
children were in nursery school, Susie 
created a “Pat the Bunny”-type hag-
gadah using the coloring sheets. She 

added tactile materials and gave each 
child a “goody bag” filled with Pass-
over symbols.
8. Innovations. Each year, experi-
enced seder leaders look for new 
ideas to incorporate into the ceremo-
ny. Instead of filling Elijah’s cup with 
wine at the beginning of the seder, 
wait until just before opening the door 
and pass the cup to each participant 
to pour some of his/her wine into 
it. The Sephardim pick up the seder 
plate and place it over every person’s 
head during the recitation of Ha 
Lachma Anya.
9. Choose a Good Haggadah. There 
are 3,000 editions of the haggadah 
catalogs in the library of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, and every year 
more versions appear. Choose a hag-
gadah that fits your family’s needs.
10. Prepare. The ultimate haggadah 
may be one you put together yourself. 
With desktop publishing software and 
inexpensive printing widely available, 
it is not difficult to edit your own hag-
gadah text and combine traditional 
texts with modern interpretations. 

Ten Tips to Enliven the Seder: Ways to Delay That Fifth Question
By Amy Pressman
JFS Marketing Director
Jewish Family Service of 
Greater New Haven (JFS) 
will honor Joe Adler for 
his decades of service 
to the community, and 
particularly for his work 
as a founder of and inspi-
ration for the JFS Social 
Work Outreach Services 
Program (SOS) at the JFS 
Spring Celebration on 
Sunday, May 6, at 6 p.m. at the JCC. 

“Joe’s capacity to care for the most 
vulnerable among us is boundless,” 
commented Jonathan Garfinkle, JFS 
Executive Director and CEO. “Be-
cause of Joe, hundreds of families in 
desperate circumstances have been 
able to receive the help they need 
from the SOS Program.”

The SOS Program, which serves as a 
safety net for the entire community, 
was launched in 2010 in the midst 
of the Great Recession. During this 
economic downturn, Adler met with 
community leaders, including Rabbi 

Scolnic of Temple 
Beth Sholom and 
Rabbi Brockman of 
Congregation Mishkan 
Israel, to see if they 
were receiving more 
calls than usual from 
congregants and oth-
ers who were facing 
challenges. From his 
conversations, he 
determined that some 
of these issues were 
beyond the scope of 

what they could solve on their own. 
Adler asked the rabbis to attend a 
Federation board meeting to tell their 
stories. As a result, the SOS program 
was developed and a committee was 
formed.

“Joe Adler is not only the finest man 
one could possibly meet,” noted 
Rabbi Scolnic, “he has a lifetime of 
consistent commitment to our com-
munity.” 

JFS’s Director of Education of the 
Jewish Wellness and Healing Center 
Sydney Perry has known Adler all her 
life. She said he has done so much 

in the community. “At this point, he 
could sit back and pull back his in-
volvement, but instead he continues 
to stay actively involved in the com-
munity,” Perry said. Added Garfinkle, 
Adler is “the pride and joy of the Jewish 
community.” 

Adler’s many community endeavors 
include serving as a Jewish Federa-
tion President and long-time board 
member, JFS board member, Tower 
One/Tower East board member, a 
board member of Yale New Haven 
Hospital, co-founder with his brother, 
Robert, of the Dorothy Adler Geriatric 
Assessment Center at Yale New Ha-
ven Hospital, Anti-Defamation League 
Honoree, Kavod Key Honoree, and 
a staunch supporter of Israel. While 
Federation President, some of Adler’s 
many accomplishments included 
moving the Federation to Chapel 
Street in New Haven and helping 
Soviet Jews resettle in the area. 

All proceeds from the event benefit 
the SOS Program and help JFS serve 
those in need. For more information, 
call  (203) 389-5599 or email rsdo-
bin@jfsnh.org.

JFS to Honor Adler for Service, SOS Program 
The community is invited to attend a 
Pride Shabbat service at Congregation 
Mishkan Israel on Friday, April 20, at 6 
p.m. Oneg will precede services at 5:30 
p.m. This Pride Shabbat will bring an 
LGBTQ perspective to the Friday eve-
ning Shabbat ritual and will celebrate 
the LGBTQ community. CMI welcomes 
interfaith families and people of any 
background, race, ethnicity, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or expression, 
or ability. 
KABBALAH CLASSES
Congregation Mishkan Israel is offering 
an adult education series on Kabbalah 
Presented by Dr. Stan Friedman, classes 
will be held on March 24 and April 28.
For more information, contact the syna-
gogue office at (203) 288-3877 or visit 
cmihamden.org. 
TOT PROGRAM
Congregation Mishkan Israel invites fam-
ilies with children six years and under to 
Tot Programs on Sunday, March 18, at 
9:30 a.m. – Passover and on Sunday, 
April 8, at 9:30 a.m. – Israel.  

CMI Hosts Pride 
Shabbat Service

PRIVATE ROOMS AND DORMS 
IN THE BEST LOCATION

Revi’s Salads

EGGPLANT SALAD

MATBUCHA SALAD

MOROCCAN CARROTS

BEET SALAD  

Order on-line or 
find a local store
revisfood.com

Available for
Cooking Classes

Private Chef Meals

Corporate Catering

203.887.8113

www.youthhostel .org/anytown

No veritus lucilius nec. Dicam iracundia mediocritatem eu duo, has wisi exerci perpetua an, ne 
docendi denique reformidans vel. Ut est soleat deterruisset, ad sumo omnium sea. 

15017 Emerald Coast Pkwy 
Destin, FL 32541
Phone: +1(850) 499-938
Fax: +1(850) 486-7831

ANYTOWN

Add some fresh healthy salads to your Holiday meals

KARPAS
Karpas.
Roots reach down and take hold.
The seed swells,
Tender shoots push up toward the light.
Karpas is spring awakening.
A force so strong it can break even stone. 
And why do we dip karpas in salt water? 
To remind us that tears stop. Spring comes.
And with it the potential for change.

Rabbi Rona Shapiro 
Congregation B’nai Jacob
(paraphrased from the Ma’yan Passover Haggadah)

Stop by These Big Y Locations: 
830 Boston Post Rd., Guilford  
22 Spencer Plain Rd., Old Saybrook
772 North Main St., West Hartford 
For All of Your Passover Preparations!

Happy Passover!
Passover  begins sunset Fri., Mar. 30, 2018

Visit bigy.com
for Passover Savings!

Looking for just the right spot?

DavisRealtyMadison.com
Community first.

837 Boston Post Rd Ste 12  |  Madison  CT  06443  |  203-245-4400  |  DavisRealtyMadison.com 

See our gorgeous  downtown apartments … 
available now!
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www.carefreeboats.com 
1-866-U-BOATING 

Cedar Island Marina, Clinton, CT 

Finally, a solution for those who want to get out on the water but 
not have to deal with the hassles of owning a boat.  Our members 
have full access to marina amenities, unlimited training of our full 
fleet, convenient access to online reservations, and reciprocity to 
clubs all over the country! 

 

 

 

 

The Fun Stuff Owning Joining 
CareFree 

Variety of boats    
Mul�ple loca�ons   
Low up-front 
investment 

  

On-the-water 
opera�ng instruc�on 

  

Unlimited Usage   
Social func�ons & 
ou�ngs 

  

Courteous & helpful 
dock staff  

  

The Hassles & 
Headaches 

  

Maintenance   
Cleaning   
Repair costs   
Long repair �mes   
Slip & storage fees   
Towing & launch 
ramp hassles 

  

Insurance   
Deprecia�on   
Taxes   
Hoping it will start!!   

Joining CareFree has provided my 
busy family with a seamless 
experience.  We don’t have time to 
prep, clean, or maintain our own 
boat so we love the convenience of 
reserving online, and showing up to 
a beautiful, clean boat!  
 

Jordan E.  

By Arthur & Betty Levy
Special for Shalom New Haven
In December, we went on a five-day mission to Israel 
with the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA). The 
JCPA is the “umbrella” organization for more than 
125 JCRCs nationwide as well as several other Fed-
eration organizations. 

The purpose of the mission was to investigate and 
improve our understanding of some of the challeng-
es which the Jewish State faces including the Israel-
Palestine conflict, the challenges to religious plural-
ism, and the status of undocumented immigrants. 

During our trip, we visited a school for undocu-
mented immigrant children. We also met with 
activists working to promote religious pluralism and 
discussed the conflict over the Kotel, the status of 
non-Orthodox branches of Judaism, and the debate 
over conversion. 

We met with undocumented Sudanese and Eritrean 
immigrants, Israeli Arabs, including Christian Arabs, 
and activists working to protect and expand plural-
ism in Israel. We also toured the security barrier with 
the IDF officer who designed it and explained the 
unique challenges in situating it in such a way as to 
minimize negative impacts on this tiny country with 
closely intermingled communities. 

We visited a hospital in Safed and met with wounded 
Syrian combatants receiving state-of-the art care in 

an Israeli facility. 

We also received a security 
briefing from an IDF officer at 
the border with Syria on the 
Golan Heights. 

We were scheduled to travel to 
Ramallah and meet with mem-
bers of the Palestinian Author-
ity but that had to be cancelled 
because of President Trump’s 
Jerusalem announcement 
the night before which raised 
security concerns. 

We met with entrepreneurs 
working to advance the ac-
complishments of this amaz-
ing “start up” nation. 

We were awed by the strengths of 
this amazingly diverse, energetic and accomplished nation 
in the face of enormous challenges. 

Although we can’t say that we saw easy solutions 
to the many challenges the Jewish State faces, we 
feel that we understand its complexities much better 
than before. We believe that if any country can untie 
the Gordian knot, Israel can. We came away more 
convinced than ever that any solution requires two 
states - one Jewish and one Palestinian, living side 
by side in peace and security. 

JCPA Trip Brings Levys New Understanding of Israel

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
All scholarships are for high school seniors from Jew-
ish households. All applications must be completed 
online by May 1. All applications are confidential and 
anonymously reviewed. Go to jewishnewhaven.org/
scholarships for more information.

Mary Taylor Friedler Memorial Scholarship Fund
This scholarship is not needs based and requires an 
essay concerning what peace, justice and righteous-
ness mean to you and your Judaism. Awards range 
from $500-$2000. Applicant must reside in Greater 
New Haven.·
Stuart J. Drell Scholarship Fund Awards are $1,000 
and applicant must reside in Connecticut.  An essay 
is required and awards are based on the strength of 
the application and financial need. ·
Emma Kohn Podoloff Scholarship Fund of the 
National Council of Jewish Women’s Greater New 
Haven Section The average award is $1,500. The 
application includes an essay and three recommen-
dations. Awards are based on the strength of the 
application and financial need. 

ISRAEL EXPERIENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
The Jewish Foundation Israel Experience Scholarship 
Program enables local Jewish students ages 14-19 
the opportunity to participate in an Israel experience 
to develop and enrich their Jewish education and 
reinforce their Jewish identity. 

The Jewish Foundation provides scholarships for 
both short- term (minimum of three-week program) 
and long-term organized Israel educational pro-
grams. Greater New Haven youth ages 14-19 are 
eligible. 

For 2018 summer trips, applications are due by 
March 9. For the 2018-2019 gap or academic year 
programs, applications are due by May 4. 

An essay and two recommendations are required. 
All applications are confidential and anonymously 
reviewed by the Israel Experience Scholarship com-
mittee. 

Go to jewishnewhavenorg/scholarships for more  
information, a list of qualifying programs, and  
application requirements. 

Jewish Foundation Offers 
Scholarship Opportunities

What will your Jewish Legacy be?

“Our Temple has been a pillar of our life since we moved 
here nearly 40 years ago. Both of our daughters became 
b’not mitzvah there, and our first grandson will become a 
bar mitzvah in March. We want to ensure that our future 
generations will share the same blessings, so we have 
contributed toward its legacy.” 

– Dorie & Marty Cobern

For more information about Create A Jewish Legacy, contact Lisa Stanger, 
(203) 387-2424 x382, lstanger@jewishnewhaven.org

The Cobern family has created a legacy for their 
synagogue – Temple Beth David of Cheshire

newhavenjewishfoundation.org jewishlegacynewhaven.org

The annual legislative  
breakfast affords members  
of our community a unique  
opportunity to meet face-to-
face with our Connecticut 
legislators to discuss  
issues of concern for the  
Jewish community.

It will take place from 8:30-10 a.m. 
on Thursday, March 22, in the Private 
Dining Room of the Legislative Office 
Building (LOB) at the State Capitol 
Building, 300 Capitol Ave. in Hartford, 
beginning promptly at 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, contact  
Jewish Federation of Greater New 
Haven Director of Outreach, Engage-
ment and Community Relations Brian 
Levy at (203) 387-2424, x375 or 
blevy@jewishnewhaven.org.  

JCRC Legislative 
Breakfast Set

TOUCH
-A- 

TRUCK

June 3, 2018 | 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
JCC Building | 360 Amity Road  

Woodbridge

Save the Date

               Save the Date! 
The Jewish Federation, Foundation &  

JCC of Greater New Haven Annual Meeting
THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 7-9 p.m. 

JCC, 360 AMITY ROAD, WOODBRIDGE CT

Come celebrate an eventful year with us! 
For more info: contact Jeanette Yurman (203) 387-2424, x325 

jyurman@jewishnewhaven.org 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: 
GRINSPOON EDUCATORS AWARD | SUBMISSIONS DUE BY MAY 1.

send to: elianas@jccnh.org
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Join us for our 2nd Annual 

Mitzvah Day
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Phone-a-thon 
Sandwich brigade | Mitzvah cycle     

Lasagna making  | U.S. & Israeli soldiers card making
Plarn project  | No-sew pet blankets 

Cereal & Sock Collections  | Sock sorting   
Activity bag making   

MITZVAH FAIR 12-3 p.m.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO
jewishnewhaven.org/mitzvah 

Join the party at our JCC 
Re-Opening 
Celebration

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES
Beverly Levy Early Learning Center Dedication 1 p.m. 
Grand Re-Opening Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  1:30 p.m.

ACTIVITIES 12-5 p.m.  
Café 360 samples  |  Fitness Open House   

Chair massages  |  DJ Entertainment  |  Membership Tours     
MakerSpace workshops  |  Health assessments  

KID ZONE FUN 3-5 p.m.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO
jccnh.org/celebration 

CELEBRATE 
WITH US!

Sunday, March 18
Rabbi Brockman 
(Continued from page 3) 
The son of an Orthodox rabbi and the seventh gen-
eration of rabbis in his family, Brockman had never 
planned to become a rabbi himself, but after several 
in-depth discussions with his mentor and lab part-
ner, he attended Shabbat services at Hebrew Union 
College and was inspired.  
Even though Brockman opted to become a Reform 
rabbi instead of continuing in his family’s Orthodox 
tradition, his father was very supportive. Today, 
Brockman calls his father his true inspiration. “He 
was a mensche,” he said. “He could talk to anyone.” 
Brockman’s father also served as the mo-
hel and the shochet of his community.  
Today, Brockman understands the love his 
father had for his congregation. “This is my 
family,” Brockman said of Mishkan Israel. 
“I’m most proud of preserving the heritage 
of this congregation.” Mishkan Israel is the 
oldest Jewish congregation in Connecti-
cut, the 14th oldest continuous operating 
synagogue in America as well as the oldest 
continuing synagogue in New England. CMI also has 
a long history of social justice and advocacy, bring-
ing Russians in to escape the czars in the 1880s, to 
the 1990s, when they sponsored Russian families 
with the Federation. In 1961, Martin Luther King 
Jr. spoke at the dedication of Mishkan Israel’s new 
building in New Haven. Brockman’s predecessor, 
Rabbi Robert E. Goldburg, joined King on the 1965 
march from Selma to Montgomery. 

In 1993, Brockman’s liberal Judaism brought contro-
versy to the community when he invited Riyad Man-

sour, then Deputy Observer to the United Nations 
from the Palestine Liberation Organization, to come 
speak. Mansour now serves as the Ambassador and 
Permanent Observer to the State of Palestine to the 
UN. “I thought it was important to hear from the Pal-
estinians,” Brockman said. He received threats from 
people and upset many in the Jewish community. 
“It’s important to talk with people you don’t agree 
with,” Brockman said of his decision. “I think it’s 
more important than talking with those you do agree 
with.” Brockman said the congregation has taught 
him forgiveness. I say what I think,” he admitted. 
“They have forgiven a lot.” 

 
Together, Brockman and his congregants are active 
in many interfaith activities including Abraham’s 
Tent, an annual interfaith program that shelters 
homeless men. He is also co-president and a found-
ing member of the Interfaith Cooperative Ministries. 

Mishkan Israel was also one of the first local houses 
of worship that recently declared themselves as a 
“sanctuary congregation” in response to President 
Donald Trump’s immigration policies.
Brockman is a William Sloan Coffin-Joan Forsberg 

Fellow in Urban Theology at Yale Divinity School. He 
also serves on the Rabbinic Advisory Council of the 
American Jewish Archives and is a lecturer at YDS. 
He has taught at the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
and Muhlenberg College. In 2001, Brockman was 
on sabbatical at Gregorian University at the Vatican. 
He also serves on the Board of the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council and the Hartford Seminary. In 
1990, Brockman helped create the Pe’ah Project, a 
small farm on CMI’s grounds which donates produce 
to local soup kitchens.  
Brockman earned his MAHL at Hebrew Union Col-

lege and his PhD from St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University. In 2014, he was awarded 
the honorary Doctor of Humane letters from 
Albertus Magnus College in recognition 
of his efforts as a passionate advocate of 
social justice and interfaith cooperation. 
What drives Brockman to do so much? 
“When a person dies, their hands open 
and all the stuff they’ve accumulated falls 
away,” he said. “The only thing left is what 
they’ve done.” 

This summer, Brockman and his wife, Elin Schoen 
Brockman, plan to pack the family dog into the car 
and drive cross country. The Brockmans, who have 
two sons, Harry and Jonathan, don’t intend to leave 
New Haven right now. “This is a wonderful commu-
nity,” Brockman said. “We have everything here.” 

“I’m so grateful for all that he has done, and even 
more excited about what works of justice and vision 
come next, in his so-called retirement,” Goettler 
said. 

70 Surprising 
Facts About  
Israel...

28) Since 1997, a Muslim Israeli, Jaaber Hussein, has been buying all of   
 the state’s chametz for Pesach. The sale has an estimated value of   
 $150 million. Hussein, gives the government representative a check   
 for NIS 100,000 (about $25,500) as payment. After the holiday, the   
 rabbis buy the chametz back.
29)   You can buy hummus-flavored ice cream in a shop in Jaffa. 
30) After 15 years of development, Israeli inventor Rafi Yoeli is currently  
 building the world’s first flying car. It is expected to be in the market in  
 2020. 
31) People who keep Shabbat in Israel can buy car insurance which  
 doesn’t cover Saturdays, making it cheaper.
32)  Israeli scientists have ruled that giraffe milk is kosher.                                
33) Israeli entrepreneur Dov Moran invented the USB memory stick. 
34) Cherry tomatoes were originally engineered in Israel in 1973.
35) The first electric hair remover (epilator), was created in Israel. 
36) Israel has the fourth largest air force in the world.
37) Israel is the only country in the world to have free trade agreements  
 with the US, Mexico and Canada as well as the European Union and  
 the European Free Trade Association, at the same time.
38) Israel is the only country in the world that has the same name, is located in  
 the same land and speaks the same language as it did 3,000 years ago. 
39) An Israeli doctor headed the team that developed a  vaccine against   
 cervical cancer.                                                      (Continued on page 29)

Yale Honors Silk for Human Rights Advocacy 

Photo  &  caption courtesy of the Detroit Jewish News

Professor James J. Silk, center, with his son Jonah, wife Jean, and daughter Kira. 
Silk, 70, of New Haven, was honored recently as the first Binger Clinical Professor of Human 
Rights at Yale Law School, where he teaches at the Allard K. Lowenstein International Human 
Rights Clinic. He is also the Director of the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human 
Rights. The dean of Yale Law School said that Silk is considered the “dean of clinical human 
rights work in the U.S.” Silk is also the husband of the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven’s 
Refugee Settlement Coordinator Jean Silk. 

In early February, Congregation Mishkan Israel voted to 
approve Rabbi Brian Immerman, Associate Rabbi of Temple 
Emanuel in Denver, as their new rabbi. Rabbi Immerman, his 
wife, Jenny, and baby, Maggie, were scheduled to make a short 
trip from Colorado to Hamden in the middle of February to meet 
and greet members. 
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"HELPING TO KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL" SINCE 1969 

"THE AREA'S LARGEST SELECTION" 
A Family Owned Business

Expert Consulta�on in Private Booths 
By Licensed Hairdresser!  

 
 

Synthetic & Human Hair
European Collection
Monofilament & Lace Front
Cleaning / Styling 

117 WASHINGTON AVENUE | NORTH HAVEN 
North Haven Shopping Center  

(Rte 5, Exit 11 or 12,  i 91) Open
 Tue-Fri:        10 am-5 pm 

Saturday:    10 am-3 pm 
Sunday/Monday by apppointment 

Wig Towne, LLC

(203) 239-2480

CALL CHARLES!!! 203.795.4737
DJ/Music/Entertainment for any Occasion 

Proud to be Entertaining the Community Since 1978!

For more information on Weddings and Events 
for all seasons, please contact Libby Rutty.

94 WEST WHARF ROAD  |  MADISON, CT  |  203.868.0943 

MADISONBEACHHOTELWEDDINGS.COM

© Rogers Photography  |  RogersPhoto.com

By Sydney Carim
Temple Beth David 
At first, I was not sure if I wanted to join my temple on this trip. It was in the 
middle of midterms in my junior year and it was based solely on politics. What 
teenager actually considers getting involved in politics? Luckily, I have a super 
persuasive rabbi who taught me that “it’s not about learning history-it about 
making it,” because that weekend at L’taken was certainly one for the books. 
L’taken brings Reform Jewish teens to Washington, D.C. to teach them about 
social advocacy. For three days, the staff from the Religious Action Center of 
Reform Jews taught us about different topics and how to effectively protest and 
lobby to the government. In addition to the seminars, a portion of each day was 
dedicated to sightseeing, including visiting the Holocaust Museum. My personal 
favorite was when we held a Havdalah service one night right there on the steps 
of the Jefferson Memorial. We sang and put our arms around one other, united 
by our faith and our endeavors for justice. It was truly moving. The next day, we 
wrote our speeches and on our last day in the Capitol, we went to the Congressio-
nal Office Buildings to deliver them to our senators and representatives. Our ex-
perience was unique because it was the weekend of the government shut-down. 
Luckily, our representatives found time to meet with us. The aides were gracious 
and attentive and they truly seemed invested in the issues that we spoke about.  
Walking out of the House Office Building, I felt surprisingly accomplished, power-
ful and proud in a way that I had never felt before. After this experience, I am 
actually considering getting involved in politics. I’m already planning to write and 
deliver a speech to my representatives on reproductive rights. My voice has the 
power to make a difference in this country. And so can yours. 

TBD Teen Enjoys 
L’taken Experience  

The SOS program makes a positive difference in the lives  
of the most economically distressed and at-risk families in 
Greater New Haven. 
For more information or sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
Rachel Scolnic Dobin at (203) 389-5599 x 109 or rsdobin@jfsnh.org.

Save the Date
JFS Spring Celebration
Sunday, May 6 at 6:00 p.m.
JCC of Greater New Haven 

Honoring Joe Adler 
Founding Member and Inspiration 
for the JFS Social Work Outreach 
Services Program (SOS) and 
Philanthropic Community Leader 
in Greater New Haven

Paid for by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven.Paid for by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven

P e r s o n a l  •  B u s i n e s s  •  Tr u s t  •  I n v e s t m e n t  S e r v i c e s

A World of
Financial
Opportunity…

 Essex, 35 Plains Road, 860-767-2573 • Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238
Chester, 203 Middlesex Avenue, 860-526-0000 • Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611
Old Saybrook, 155 Main Street, 860-388-3543 • Old Lyme, 101 Halls Road, 860-434-1646

Toll-Free: 877-377-3922 • www.essexsavings.com

Member FDIC          Equal Housing Lender

70th ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
March 12 Israeli Café @ JCC, 6:30pm
April 17 Yom Hazikaron @ JCC, 6:30 pm
April 19 Yom Haaztmaut Family Israel  
  Celebration @ JCC, 5-6:30
April 22 Film Screening, Heading Home:  
  A Tale of Team Israel @ JCC, 2pm
June 3 Israel Day Parade in NYC
June 10 Israel at 70 Celebration at  
  Laurelwood
June 11 Farewell Party for Rotem & Talya

For details go to 
jewishnewhaven.org
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Tributes & Remembrances
To purchase a tribute card:
jccnh.org, jewishnewhaven.org, newhavenjewishfoundation.org
*Tributes listed are up to January 23, 2018.Tributes & Remembrances

JEWISH FEDERATION

In honor of AMY HOLTZ AND JUDY ALPERIN 
 Jennifer Bayer
In honor of ENDRE SARKANY’S HOLOCAUST LECTURE  
 Marydell Merrill
In honor of STANLEY HERSH’S 75TH BIRTHDAY 
 Marcie & Fred Naftolin
 Jay & Carol Charkow
In memory of BARBARA GREENBERG  
 Diane & Steve Lavietes
 Carol & Jay Rubin
In memory of SANDY HORWITZ  
 Jonathan Horwitz
In honor of JULIO WHITE’S 95TH BIRTHDAY 
 Nancy & Phil Lebov
 Susan & Lenny Skope
In honor of THE MARRIAGE OF KAILI & DANIEL SHERBAN 
 Judy Alperin
In honor of  THE MARRIAGE OF DANI & JAKE LASKEY 
 Judy & David Skolnick
 

JEWISH FOUNDATION

WOMEN OF VISION SOCIETY
In memory of FRANCES SAVITSKY 
 Elaine R. Chapman
In honor of INA FURST, In memory of BARBARA GREENBERG 
and In honor of WOMEN OF THE WALL
 Dr. David S. Fischer
In memory of her mother, REBECCA GOVRIN JACOBSON
 Susan E. Jacobson

BECKERMAN FAMILY SUPPORTING FOUNDATION, INC. 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of ED ABRAMS
 David & Ruthann Beckerman

BECKERMAN FAMILY CAMPING EXPERIENCE FUND FOR 
THE FRESH AIR FUND
In memory of VITO “LEFTY” DEFRANCESCO  
& CARMEN COZZA
 David & Ruthann Beckerman

BECKERMAN FAMILY SUPPORTING FOUNDATION 
PERPETUAL  ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FUND
In honor of DAVID’S MILESTONE BIRTHDAY 
        George & Susan Krall
        Claire Frankel

BARBARA GREENBERG PHILANTHROPIC FUND OF THE 
JEWISH FOUNDATION OF GREATER NEW HAVEN
In memory of BARBARA
 Cindy Miller
       Edwin F. & Lorrie Schaefer
       William Shure
       Leslie & Peter Zackin
       Pamela J. Kovacs
       Kristine J. Arbo
       Violet G. Johnson
       Harriet & Seymour Shapiro
       Joel & Naomi Young

FRIENDS OF THE JEWISH COALITION OF LITERACY
In memory of JAY BOVILSKY
 Deborah Bovilsky
In honor of MY TWO STUDENTS
 Sheila A. Caplan
In honor of BRENDA BRENNER
      Hedda R. Kopf
 Walter & Diane Ariker    
 Lauren Seplowitz                             
 Patricia Shure
 Betsy Fiske
In memory of THALIA GANDELMAN
 Jeannette Brodeur
 Peter & Susan Rogol
In honor of ALL WONDERFUL JCL READERS
 Madeline Tannenbaum
In honor of BETH KAUFMAN
 Lauren Seplowitz
In honor of MILLEN GRANDS
 Susan & James Millen
In honor of BELLE GREENBERG
 Jay & Marjorie Hirshfield
In honor of VIVIAN KANTROW
 Arnold & Barbara Frankel
In honor of DR. STANLEY HERSH’S 75TH BIRTHDAY
 Kathy & Bob Glassman
In honor of TINA BROGADIR’S 70TH BIRTHDAY
 Dr. Sheldon & Geraldine Natkin

ASHER HOOTNIK TZEDAKAH FUND 
In honor of ASHER’S BAR MITZVAH
 Lucille Alderman

DAUGHTERS OF 1853 NURSING SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In honor of SOPHIE U. HAUFF & DOROTHY H. ZABIN
 Ann Z. Korelitz & Burton I. Korelitz, M.D.
In memory of SAMUEL GUTMAN, JR. 
and In honor of PAUL GUTMAN, STACEY GUTMAN, OLIVIA & 
SAMUEL NICHOLAS GUTMAN
 Rosann & Richard Gutman
In memory of NANETTE GUTMAN SCHARF
 Charles & Nancy Kingston
In memory of FLORENCE BRESLAV, WALTER BRESLAV SR., 
WALTER BRESLAV, JR., JONATHAN BRESLAV, WALTER PARIS, 
DOROTHY PARIS, BILL COHEN, & BOB LANDOWN
 Jonathan & Diana Breslav
In memory of RUTH, ELLIOT, BERTHA & WILLIAM KRONISH
       Betsy Ann Kronish
In memory of KATHERINE ASHEIM 
ABSON, JANE ASHEIM SCHNITMAN, 
ELSBETH MILICENT ASHEIM & LINDA 
LOEWITH ASHEIM
 Nancy Chesler
In memory of LILA & MILTON 
SILVERMAN, SADIE & MURRAY 
OPOLINSKY & ROSE & LOUIS 
SILVERMAN
 Ellen Silverman Nassberg
In memory of ROLLYN OSTERWEIS 
KRICHBAUM, ROLLIN G. OSTERWEIS 
& MARJORIE OSTERWEIS RUBENS
 Ruth O. Selig
In memory of HAROLD “BUB” HAHN, 
JR. & MRS. ADELE HAHN             
 Judith Hahn Foundation

In memory of HENRY E. JACOBS, FLORINE JACOBS 
TRACHENBERG, AARON JACOBS, SID TRACHTENBERG, & 
NANETTE GABRIEL BOWER
 Anna Jacobs Singer
In honor of RUTH L. GROSSMAN & MARJORIE JACOB’S 
90TH BIRTHDAY & IMO RALPH L. GROSSMAN, CHARLOTTE 
ULLMAN LABOV, AND HARRY W. LABOV, JOSEPH ULLMAN 
LABOV & SHIRLEE ELSTON LABOV
        Ronald Bederka & Elizabeth A.    
Grossman
In memory of MINNIE BERNSTEIN, ROSELIND MELVIN & 
ANNA HERRMANN, EVELYN TROMBINO & JANE JUDD
 Debra L. Judd & David Judd
In honor of REYNA STODEL FRIEDMAN &  
JULIE FRIEDMAN LOEHNBERG
 Judy & Jerome Coopersmith
In honor of RHODA WEINER FELDMAN &  
HANNAH STODEL WEINER
 Joel Brent Bard & Betsy Feldman Bard
In memory of REGINA WEIL BAUMANN, RUTH BAUMANN 
LEICHTER & CLAIRE BAUMANN GINSBURGH,  
DELIA ZUNDER WEIL
       Dennis S. Barnes & Sandra G. Barnes
In memory of HAHN/SCHOENBERGER FAMILIES
       Elizabeth H. Barnston
In memory of JULIUS & BESSIE KRAFT AND JEANEE & 
JOSEPH ALTERMAN
       Betsy A. & Lawrence Rosenthal 
In memory of ERMA & ALLAN GERSON
      Mrs. Bernice M. Gerson

RICHARD D. & ROBERTA D. GROSSMAN CAMP 
LAURELWOOD SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
In honor of MOM
 Ellen & Bill Habelow

JENNA GOLDBERG TZEDAKAH FUND
In honor of BELOVED SISTER
 Howard & Brenda Coleman

FRIENDS OF THE JCL
In honor of STAN HERSH’S 75TH BIRTHDAY
 Nancy and Marc Olins
 

JCC TRIBUTES

In honor of JULIO WHITE’S 95TH BIRTHDAY
 Susan Skope

To purchase a tribute card:
jccnh.org, jewishnewhaven.org, newhavenjewishfoundation.org
*Tributes listed are up to Jan. 31, 2018.

Community Calendar           Event details subject to change. Please visit jewishnewhaven.org/events or jccnh.org/events.

Kidding Around Yoga, Mar. 7, Mar. 14, 
& Mar. 21, 4:15-5:15 p.m., $35 mem-
bers for series/$45 community for 
series, Temple Beth David, 3 Main St., 
Cheshire. Contact: Grace Koo, (203) 
387-2424 x228, gracek@jccnh.org

Middle Eastern Eats Series 
Israel: Mar. 7, 7-9 p.m., Morocco: Mar. 
14, 7-9 p.m., Libya: Mar. 21, 7-9 p.m. 
Turkey: Mar. 28, 7-9 p.m., Members: 
$25/class, $90/series; Community: 
$30/class, $100/series, JCC of 
Greater New Haven, 360 Amity Rd., 
Woodbridge, Grace Koo, (203) 387-
2424 x228, gracek@jccnh.org

JFS Education: Psalms & Ethics of the 
Fathers with Sydney Perry, Mar. 8, 10 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Federation Shoreline 
Office, 705 Boston Post Rd., Building 
2C, Guilford, Contact: Brian Levy, (203) 
387-2424 x375, blevy@jewishne-
whaven.org

Brush & Bordeaux, Mar. 8, 7-9 p.m., 
$35 members/$40 community,  
JCC of Greater New Haven, 360 Amity 
Rd., Woodbridge. Contact: Grace Koo, 
(203) 387-2424 x228,  
gracek@jccnh.org

Cozy Crafternoon, Mar. 11, 2-4 p.m., 
$12 members/$15 community, Fired 
Up, 1060 Main St., Branford. Contact: 
Eliana Sugarman, (203) 387-2424 
x306, elianas@jccnh.org 

Israel Cafe, Mar. 12, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., $36 members/$54 com-
munity, JCC Vine Auditorium, 360 
Amity Rd., Woodbridge. Contact: 
Mara Balk, (203) 387-2424 x300, 
marab@jccnh.org

Author Marilyn Simon Rothstein, “Lift 
and Separate”, Mar. 13, 2-3:30 p.m., 
FREE, Coachman Square, 21 Bradley 
Rd., Woodbridge, Contact: Grace Koo, 
(203) 387-2424 x228, 
gracek@jccnh.org 

2nd Annual Mitzvah Day, Mar. 18, 
10-4 p.m., VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, 
JCC of Greater New Haven, 360 Amity 

march

april
Providing a warm, caring and inclusive 

Brit Milah experience

Ronald Buckman, MD, Mohel
Over 30 years of  experience doing circumcisions.

Board Certified, Brit Kodesh graduate.
Serving Connecticut, Massachusetts and internationally.

860-646-0649 • www.CTmohel.com

Family Garden Project, Apr. 22, 12-1:30 
p.m., $35/members, $45/Community. 
JCC, 360 Amity Road, Woodbridge 
Contact: Eliana Sugarman, (203)  
387-2424 x306, elianas@jccnh.org 

Morning Mingle with the Chamber of 
Commerce, Apr. 25, 7-10 a.m., FREE, JCC 
of Greater New Haven, 360 Amity Rd., 
Woodbridge, Contact: Debbie Brander, 
(203) 387-2424 x317,  
debbieb@jccnh.org

more events:
Kids PJ Library Events:  
See listings on page 16

Beckerman Film Series Listings: 
go to jccnh.org/film-series

Introduction to Woodworking, Mondays 
in April. Begins Apr. 9, 4:15-5:15 p.m., 
Grades 2-6. $160/members, $175/
community. JCC, 360 Amity Road, 
Woodbridge. Contact: Mara Balk, 
(203) 387-2424 x300, 
marab@jccnh.org

Sticky Fingers, Apr. 13, 10-11 a.m., 
Ages: Toddlers, $5, JCC, 360 Amity 
Rd., Woodbridge, Contact: Eliana 
Sugarman, (203) 387-2424 x306, 
elianas@jccnh.org 

Yom HaShoah Commemoration/
Community Observance, Apr. 15, 1-3 
p.m., FREE, Tower One/Tower East
18 Tower Lane, New Haven, Contact: 
Jeanette Yurman, (203) 387-2424 
x325, jyurman@jewishnewhaven.org 

Yom Hazikaron, Apr. 17, 5-6:30 
p.m., FREE, JCC, 360 Amity Road, 
Woodbridge Contact: Amalya 
Brownstein, (203) 387-2424 x385, 
amalyab@jccnh.org

Family Israel Celebration, Apr. 19, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., FREE, JCC, 360 
AmityRoad, Woodbridge Contact: 
Eliana Sugarman, (203) 387-2424 
x306, elianas@jccnh.org 
 

Rd., Woodbridge, Contact: Brian Levy, 
(203) 387-2424 x375, blevy@jewish-
newhaven.org

JCC Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony, Mar. 18, 1:30-2 p.m., 
FREE, JCC of Greater New Haven, 
360 Amity Rd., Woodbridge. Contact: 
Debbie Brander, (203) 387-2424 
x276, debbieb@jccnh.org. 12-3, 
Mitzvah Fair. 

JFS Education: Psalms & Ethics of the 
Fathers with Sydney Perry, Mar. 22, 
10 a.m.-12 p.m., Federation Shoreline 
Office, 705 Boston Post Road, 
Building 2C, Guilford, Contact: Brian 
Levy, (203) 387-2424 x375, blevy@
jewishnewhaven.org

Between the Lines Book Club Mar. 22, 
6-8 p.m., FREE, JCC of Greater New 
Haven, 360 Amity Rd., Woodbridge. 
Contact: Grace Koo, (203) 387-2424 
x228, gracek@jccnh.org

JCARR’s Work with Refugees
On Jan. 26, we celebrated the first-year 
anniversary of JCARR’s third refugee 
family. The family of five came from Syria 
and they have made great progress in 
creating a new life here. JCARR celebrates 
the accomplishments of all of our Syrian 
families.  

JCARR’s Work with Hurricane Survivors
JCARR anticipates sponsoring a new family 
soon, although the United States has not 
begun admitting new refugees in 2018. In 
the meantime, JCARR has been assisting 
with relief efforts for Puerto Rican families 
displaced by Hurricane Maria who have 
sought refuge in New Haven.   
HOW YOU CAN HELP  
Donate warm winter wear: coats, gloves, 
hats, scarves, NEW blankets & pillows; 
NEW/UNOPENED personal care items. 
Collection bins are at JCARR synagogues. 
Contact Jean Silk, JCARR Coordinator at 
jsilk@jewishnewhaven.org.

JCARR Continues to Help

Paid for by a grant for the jewish Federation of Greater New Haven



S
H

A
L

O
M

 N
E

W
 H

A
V

E
N

, 
2
0

18
 

 5
7
7
8

 P
a
g

e
 2

8
P

a
g

e
 2

9
, S

H
A

L
O

M
 N

E
W

 H
A

V
E

N
, 2

0
18

 
 5

7
7
8

 

Temple Emanuel’s Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Lawrence Englander, D.H.L. co-ed-
itor and author of the recently published 
“Fragile Dialogue: New Voices of Lib-
eral Zionism” will be Temple Emanuel’s 
Scholar-in-Residence this year. 

PROGRAM INCLUDES: 
• Thursday, April 12, 7–8:30 p.m. 
 Mishnah class (open to all).  
 Discussion on how we got from a  
 centralized Jerusalem Temple to   
 world-wide synagogues. 

• Friday, April 13, 5:30 p.m.  
 Tot Shabbat 

• Friday, April 13, 6 p.m.  
 Shabbat dinner. RSVP for dinner/ 
 lunch: tegnh.org. 

• Friday, April 13, 7:30 p.m. Kabbalat  
 Shabbat Service. Rabbi Englander will   
 discuss his book. 

• Saturday, April 14, 10 a.m.  
 Shabbat Minyan with Rabbi 
 Englander. We will examine Israel’s  
 Declaration of Independence to  
 discuss the inherent values in Zionism 
 and the challenges we face today. 

• Saturday, April 14, 12:15 p.m.,  
 dairy lunch. RSVP at tegnh.org. 

• Saturday, April 14, 1–2:30 p.m. 
 New Religious Trends in Israeli  
 Popular Music, 

• Saturday, April 14, 6:30 p.m. 
 Israeli Songs of Protest. 
• Saturday, April 14, 8 p.m. 
 Havdalah 

This weekend is generously supported  
by Anonymous TE Leave a Legacy  
Donor. 150 Derby Ave., Orange,  
tegnh.org (203) 397-3000. 

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

Jeffrey C. Hoos, D.M.D.
Johna D. Zitnay, D.M.D.
Gemma G. Kwolek, D.D.S.
Julia C. Latham, D.D.S.

4949 North Main Street • Stratford, CT 06614 • (203) 378-9500 • Fax: (203) 386-9057 • bettersmile.com

All Consultations Are Complimentary!
Please call so we can help you get the smile you deserve.

NEW PATIENTS:
Complimentary in office bleaching 
treatment ($450 Value)

Teens Attend BBYO Winter Kallah

Enjoy Kosher Dining at its best while living at The Towers. Delivering a signature dining experience, one meal at a time.

It’s your life! An Active Senior Living Community — in the Jewish Tradition

203.772.181618 Tower Lane • New Haven, CT
Affordable Options Available

www.towerone.org

On Friday, March 9, at 7 p.m., celebrate “Shabbat Across America!” and enjoy 
some kugel at Congregation Or Shalom, 205 Old Grassy Hill Road, Orange, in 
the social hall. This year’s theme will be “The Joy of Kugel.” In the course of the 
service, the public can nibble on a variety of kugels as the rabbi explains their 
meaning and history. Please RSVP to the office at (203) 799-2341.

Experience ‘The Joy of Kugel’ at Or Shalom

Recognizing the impact of Israel travel/
experiences, the Jewish Foundation of 
Greater New Haven provides scholar-
ships for both short-term (minimum 
of three-week program) and long-term 
organized Israel educational programs 
for Greater New Haven area youth, ages 
14-19. For 2018 summer trips, applica-
tions are due by March 9. For 2018-
2019 gap or academic-year programs, 
applications are due May 4.  

By Sophia Bruce
Special to Shalom New Haven
In July, Habonim Dror North flew 70 
Jewish teens to Israel. We were on 
a mission to interact with all of the 
country’s inhabitants to gain perspec-
tive, to explore our individual connec-
tions to Zionism, and to create bonds 
between us. We spent that first night 
at Kibbutz Ravid in the quiet hills of 
Emek HaYarden, the lights of Tiberias 
blanketing the Kinneret to the east. 
The kibbutz was run by HaNoar Ha-
Oved VeHalomed and was populated 
both by Israelis in the sister move-
ment and by motivated Habonim Dror 
members, who had made aliyah. The 
kibbutz was a functioning actualiza-

tion of labor Zionism. That night I met 
the kids that I would sweat through 
109-degree hikes with, build rafts with 
to sail across the Kinneret and whis-
per with in hostel bathrooms. I met 
the kids I would argue with about our 
identities as diaspora Jews, and hug 
20 times over before leaving. Dana 
from Pennsylvania zipped through the 
Jerusalem markets with me, taste-
testing every halva flavor. Akwe from 
California clambered over boulders 
and bushes in the Negev. Josh from 
New York argued in rapid Hebrew with 
Mitzpe Ramon locals about Madonna. 
Shani from Vancouver, Brian from 
Maryland, and Hannah from Virginia 
stomped and spun to Israeli rap in a 
Haifa street. We will shape the move-
ment together, build together, and 
some of us will make aliyah together. 
On this trip I met the future of Ha-
bonim Dror, and embraced its ideals. 

Bruce Shares Israel Experience Thanks to Foundation
Continued from page 3

  

70 Surprising 
Facts About  
Israel...

40) AirTrain JFK - which connects JFK Airport to New York City’s mass  
 transit - is protected by the Israeli-developed Nextiva surveillance  
 system.         
41) Israel has designed and manufactured the first flight system to  
 protect passenger and freighter aircraft against missile attack.
42)  Israel is ranked #2 in the world for venture capital funds. 
43)  Israel has the largest raptor migration in the world.
44) When Mrs. Golda Meir was elected Prime Minister of Israel in 1969,  
 she became the world’s second elected female leader in modern  
 times.
45)  Israel’s Given Imaging developed the first ingestible video camera  
 that is so small it fits inside a pill.     
48) Israel is the only nation on Earth to draft women into the military
49) Over 1,000 letters arrive in Jerusalem every year addressed to God. 
50) Israel is so small, you can run through it from west to east in two  
 hours and from top to bottom in nine days.
51) Dr. Ruth, the famous sex therapist, was once a sniper in the Israeli  
 army.
52) Tiny Israel provides 5 percent of the world’s flowers. 
53) Israel is roughly half the size of Lake Michigan.
54) Israel’s population is half the size of Metro New York City.
55) Israel is ranked first place in the world in the survival of cancer  
 patients.
56) Israel has more orchestras per capita than any other nation in the  
 world.                                                                 (Continued on page 29)

Over the weekend of Jan. 26- 28, close to 
400 teens and staff from BBYO in the Con-
necticut Valley Region and New England 
Region came together in Hartford for Win-
ter Kallah. On Saturday, an additional 300 
community members, friends, and parents 
joined. Shabbat services included the a cap-
pella group Six13 who helped us welcome a 
new Torah donated by Congregation Beth El 
in New London. After services, Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal spoke to teens and guests. Dep-
uty General Consul to Israel for New England 
Matan Zamir spoke about his life in Israel 

and the advances in technology and innova-
tion there. JFACT Executive Director Michael 
Bloom led a session on lobbying through a 
Jewish lens and Hillel staff discussed Jewish 
life in college. Holocaust survivor Trudy Al-
bum shared her story. On Saturday evening, 
the Emanuel Synagogue, Solomon Schech-
ter Day School, and Camp Laurelwood joined 
BBYO for Havdallah. Co-sponsored by Laurel-
wood, the night included a concert by Six13 
and attending a Wolf Pack hockey game. For 
more information, contact Regional Director 
Tyler Pepe at tpepe@bbyo.org.

Close to 400 Teens Attend Winter Kallah
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70 Surprising 
Facts About  
Israel...

Нарциссы- вестники весны
Welcome to America

By Yelena Gerovich
New American Acculturation Coordinator 
As the gray days turn brighter and grow longer, the temperatures 
moderate and buds begin to form on the trees, the spring in-
fuses us with a sense of renewal and excitement. The clas-
sic yellow trumpet of a daffodil is a welcome sign of spring. 
Daffodils also have a property you may not know about: 
galantamine, a chemical naturally occurring in daf-
fodils which is capable of easing dementia symptoms 
for those in the early stages of Alzheimer’s. Historians 
believe that Homer first wrote about the properties of 
galantamine around 850 B.C. His book “The Odyssey” 
includes a story of men transformed into pigs by the 
goddess Circe. Odysseus uses a substance from a flower 
to break the curse and restore their memory.

On April 19, the action “Żonkile” (Daffodils) will take place 
in Warsaw and in many cities in Poland. Volunteers will hand 
people on the streets daffodils made of paper – a symbol of 
memory of the heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising 75 years ago. 
The shape and color of the daffodils represent the yellow stars that Jews 
were forced to wear during the Holocaust.

In our days, daffodils represent our poignant hope for the future. They are 
resilient and return with a burst of color each spring, signifying hope, renewal 
and beauty. But just like they have the medicinal power to help people remem-
ber, we must also never forget the past. It is estimated that about 13,000 Jews 
died in the ghetto during the revolt 75 years ago. Continuing to learn about 
our Jewish history is one of the most precious gifts we can give ourselves and 
our children. It’s never too early or too late to learn about our shared history, 
culture, traditions and innovations.

The New American Acculturation Program offered a January 2018 update for 
our seniors about changes related to Medicare and Medicaid programs and a 
February educational program about American history. We invited our commu-
nity to enjoy the Simon Bogomolnik Art Show at the Cheshire Public Library.

In the spring, we are planning a Remembrance Day for the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising, Purim and Passover celebrations and a workshop about the 2018 
changes in the tax code. We will also celebrate Israel’s birthday, and host 
more educational programs and lectures. For more information about the New 
American Acculturation Program, including sponsorships of specific programs, 
contact Yelena Gerovich at (203) 387-2424 x321, or email  
ygerovich@jewishnewhaven.org.

Daffodils Herald Arrival of Spring
Наконец дни становятся светлее, длиннее и теплее, на деревьях набухают 

почки, волнуя и наполняя нас весенним настроением.  Среди 
первых цветов, встречающих весну, расцветает и тянет  к 

солнцу  желтые лепестки нарцисс. Этот цветок очень 
жизнеустойчив и  неприхотлив- его можно посадить и 

не беспокоиться о зимнем хранении. Он расцветёт 
весной. Нарциссы также имеют свойство, о котором 
вы, возможно, не знаете: галантамин, химическое 
вещество, найденное в нарциссах, способно 
смягчить симптомы ослабления памяти, помочь 
на ранних стадиях болезни Альцгеймера. Историки 
полагают, что Гомер впервые написал о свойствах 
галантамина около 850 до н. э. В его книге «Одиссея» 
рассказывается история о превращении людей в 

свиней богиней Цирцеей. Одиссей использует цветы,  
чтобы снять проклятие и восстановить их память. 

19 апреля акция «Żonkile» (нарциссы) состоится в 
Варшаве и во многих городах Польши. Волонтеры будут 

раздавать людям на улицах  бумажные нарциссы -символ 
памяти героев восстания Варшавского гетто 75 лет назад. 

Форма и цвет нарциссов напоминают желтые звезды, которые евреи 
были вынуждены носить во время Холокоста.В наши дни  жизнестойкие 
нарциссы являются олицетворением надежды, обновления и красоты. Их 
лекарственная  сила помогает людям помнить,  не забывать прошлое. 19 
апреля 1943 года, произошло крупнейшее еврейское выступление против 
нацистов за годы Второй мировой войны – Восстание в Варшавском гетто. 
Его подавление заняло у гитлеровцев больше времени, чем покорение всей 
Польши, а люди, пытавшиеся отстоять свои права, свою независимость, 
жизни своих детей и близких в неравном поединке с мощной немецко-
фашистской военной машиной, остаются в нашей памяти символами 
мужества и героизма. Около 13,000 евреев погибли в Варшавском гетто во 
время восстания 75 лет назад. Помнить и изучать нашу историю-это один из 
самых ценных даров, которые мы можем дать себе и своим детям. Зимние  
образовательные программы на русском языке помогли нам разобраться  с 
изменениями в Medicare и Medicaid, продолжили лекции об американской 
истории. Мы пригласили любителей искусства насладиться художественной 
выставкой Семена Богомольника в библиотеке  города Чешира.Весной мы 
планируем множество интересных программ, празднований и лекций. Нам 
нужны ваши идеи и помощь.  Звоните, пишите, приходите! С вопросами и 
предложениями обращайтесь к координатору культурно- образовательных 
программ Елене Герович по тел. (203) 387-2424 доб.321 ygerovich@jewishne-
whaven.org

Honorable Menschens

 The public is invited to celebrate the 90th birthday of a 
Jewish-American Classic, “The Jazz Singer” at Congregation 
Or Shalom’s Annual Landwirth Memorial Lecture on Sunday, 
March 18, at 2 p.m. at the synagogue, located at 205 Old 
Grassy Hill Road, Orange.

Did you know that the original “Jazz Singer,” starring Al 
Jolson, was Hollywood’s first talking motion picture?  Did 
you know that Danny Thomas, Jerry Lewis and Neil Diamond 
starred as “Jazz Singers” as well?  What is the continuing 
allure of this story? What was its origin? How does it speak 

to us today? Watch Jerry Lewis’ 1959 50-minute NBC performance of “The Jazz 
Singer,” as well as clips from other incarnations of this Jewish American clas-
sic. Discuss its significance with guest speaker Dr. Eric Goldman. Dr. Goldman, 

who received a Ph.D. in Cinema 
Studies from New York University, 
is a much sought-after lecturer 
on Jewish film. He has served 
as a member of the Educational 
Advisory Committee of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum and is currently adjunct 
professor of cinema at Yeshiva 
University. 

He co-hosted on the Turner Movie Classics television network and is the film critic 
for “The Jewish Standard.” His most recent book is “The American Jewish Story 
through Cinema.”

Or Shalom Celebrates ‘The Jazz Singer’

Shalom New Haven seeks to recognize 
people in our community who give their 
time and talents to improve our commu-
nity through their service. Who would you 
nominate for our Honorable Menschen? 
Let us know! Send your suggestions, 
stories and photos to Editor Jeannette Bro-
deur at jbrodeur@jewishnewhaven.org. 

By Cynthia Mindell
Special to Shalom New Haven 
It’s a unique thing to serve for so long at 
an organization that one literally matures alongside it. That’s the story of volunteers Betty Lou 
Blumberg and Betsy Stern, who both became involved at The Towers in the ‘70s and never 
stopped. Today, as they each mark more than four decades of service, they find themselves in 
the unique position of being the same age as the residents they work with.

Betsy first walked through the doors of the newly-built Tower One in the early ‘70s, when she 
was a social worker on staff of Jewish Family Service of New Haven (now Jewish Family Service 
of Greater New Haven). When her mother-in-law moved into the building a decade later, she 
offered to volunteer, and was asked to start a monthly book group.

Betsy starts off the book group by asking one question about the current book and group mem-
bers take it from there. But the experience is much more than literary. “The books are tools for 
memories and feelings,” she said. 

Betty Lou began her involvement at The Towers as a board member when her husband, Joe, 
was board president. At the time, she was teaching English at Hamden Hall (which established 
the Betty Lou Blumberg Endowed English Chair in 2016). Her father, aunt, and close family 
friend became residents in the mid-‘90s, and she became a volunteer, presenting book reviews 
and running holiday programs. Four years ago, she launched a monthly poetry class. The resi-
dents in her class also use the literary form to examine their own lives; in fact, they are much 
like the adolescents she has taught for most of her 53-year career. “Adolescents are finding 
themselves in a new way and the elderly are also finding themselves in a new way: they have 
to adjust to many different elements of their lives and they do so and they don’t complain,” she 
said. “You wouldn’t know that they’re old – they’re as lively and bright as any students I have 
taught.”

For both Betty Lou and Betsy, the volunteer experience gives more than it demands. Betty Lou 
plans to do even more at The Towers if she ever retires from Quinnipiac University, where she 
has taught for the past 17 years. “It’s been very rewarding to me,” said Betty Lou. “I love being 
with them.”

Betty Lou Blumberg & Betsy Stern

57) In 1952, Albert Einstein was asked to be the president of Israel, 
which he declined. 
58) Israel leads the world in the percentage of plastic bottles   
it recycles.
59) Water-saving drip irrigation was invented in Israel. 
60) The world’s oldest copper mine is located in Israel’s desert   
 just north of Eilat. 
61) Israel is home to the only makhtesh in the world. Makhtes   
 Ramon is often mistaken for a crater, but it is in fact the   
 result of ancient formations of soft sandstone being covered  
 by harder limestone and dolomite and then the whole area  
 being uplifted by tectonic forces.
62) The average Israeli eats about 10 liters (approximately 2.6   
 gallons) of ice cream per year, compared to 6.2 liters per   
 capita in Italy, home of gelato.
63) The world’s only theatre company comprised entirely of deaf   
 and blind actors can be found in Israel. The organization  
 Nalaga’at is located in Jaffa, where prior to the performance,  
 visitors can try their hand at eating completely in the dark,   
 while being served by blind individuals.
64) Israel is home to the only underwater museum in the world. In  
 Caesarea, you’re able to dive through the underwater ruins of  
 the ancient city.
65) Israel is the only country where the popular Starbucks coffee  
 chain failed, as most locals enjoy their coffee from Israeli cafes. 
66) Israel is the 100th smallest country in the world, just ahead of  
 El Salvador.
67)  Israel has more in-vitro fertilization per capita than any other  
 country, and it’s free.
68)  Israel boasts the world’s largest selection of soft, spreadable  
 white cheeses, according to the Israel Dairy Board.
69)  The diet of the animals at Jerusalem’s Biblical Zoo is altered  
 annually so it is kosher for Passover. 
70)  Many Jerusalem apartment leases include the strange  
 stipulation that if and when the Messiah comes, the lease is  
 void and the tenants must move out. 
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Federation fuels the Jewish community in ways 
you might not think of, from sending free PJ Library 

books to families worldwide to supporting Jewish camps, 
Birthright trips and more. Federation powers Jewish  

continuity and provides a safety net. The needs are great, 
perhaps greater than ever before. Each one of us can make 

a difference because Everyone Counts.
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