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MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

BE A PHILANTHROPIST.
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You can join B'nai Tzedek when you become 
a B’nai Mitzvah. B’nai Tzedek is a local  
program that lets you be a philanthropist —  
and help others by making a gift to a 
non-profit of your choice. 

HOW YOUR B’NAI TZEDEK FUND WORKS

Well, let’s say your 
name is Sarah. When 
you join, you create a 
new philanthropic fund 
called the Sarah B’nai 
Tzedek Fund. You put 
in $250 from your Bar/
Bat Mitzvah gift money, 
and a sponsor puts in 

another $250, so the 
Sarah B’nai Tzedek Fund 
now has $500. Then, 
once a year, you pick 
a qualified charity (or 
charities) and give away 
up to 20% of your Fund. 
And you can contribute 
more to your Fund. 

Like if you get money 
for Hanukkah. Or, later, 
after a big birthday, or 
if you earn some extra 
cash. So your Fund 
keeps growing — from 
your contributions, and 
from earnings on its 
investments. 

B’NAI  
TZEDEK

MAKE CONNECTIONS.

CHOOSE.

JOIN.

CONTRIBUTE.

GIVE. MAKE AN IMPACT.



When you set up your personal B’nai Tzedek 
Fund, the sponsor also contributes $25 to the 
B’nai Tzedek Student Co-operative Fund  
(“Co-op Fund”) in your honor. The Co-op  
Fund is a fund that belongs to all of us, and  
as part of B’nai Tzedek, you will become a 
board member of the Co-op Fund. 

Our Co-op board of teen philanthropists  
(that includes you) meets to decide how to 
give away a portion of our Co-op Fund — this 
translates into thousands of dollars every year. 
These meetings are a great opportunity to 
keep up with friends, learn about the needs of 
the community, understand how philanthropy 
works, and make a difference. 

And each year that you contribute at least 
$25 to your Fund, the sponsor will contribute 
another $25 to the Co-op Fund. Plus, you will 
retain Co-op board member voting rights for 
another year. 

Organizations receiving 
funds from teens include:
• American Jewish World 

Service
• BBYO
• Bornblum Jewish School
• Camp Dream Street
• Exceptional Foundation
• Henry S. Jacobs Camp
• Hillel of Memphis
• LeBonheur Children's Hospital
• Make-A-Wish Foundation 

of the Mid-South
• MHA/FYOS
• Memphis Family Shelter
• Memphis Humane Society
• MJCC (& JFS at the MJCC)
• Memphis Jewish Federation
• Mem. Jewish Home & Rehab
• MIFA
• Mid-South Food Bank
• Nature Conservancy
• Plough Towers
• Ronald McDonald House
• St. Jude

The Memphis 
B’nai Tzedek 
Philanthropy 
Board has 
awarded over  
$80,000 
to local 
agencies 
from the 
Student  
Co-op Fund.

After high school, it’s time to move on. You’ll 
have until June 15 of your graduation year to 
decide what happens next with your Fund. 
You can continue your Fund (if it has at least 
$1,000), or donate the balance to the Co-op 
Fund or to other charities.

Join Us and Make a Difference 

Everyone keeps telling you, “You’re a Jewish 
adult, now.” Well, B’nai Tzedek helps make it 
real. You get to create your own Fund, make 
your own choices, learn and grow as a Jewish 
philanthropist, and really make a difference. So 
please join us today by filling out the card on 
the back of this brochure. 

If you have questions, just call (901) 374-0400, 
or e-mail us at: jcp@jcpmemphis.org. 
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CARE. LEARN. GROW. MATTER.BE INSPIRED.
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“The Foundation 
helped me plug into 
a granting board with 
teens representing 
the whole Jewish 
community, which 
has given me a 
new eye for charity. 
It’s showed me 
that despite our 
differences, we were 
able to work together 
agreeing, disagreeing, 
and coming up with 
solutions of how to 
split the available 
funds. I’ve learned 
how important it is  
to give back.”
- SHAYA KATZ

“B’nai Tzedek helped 
shape who I am today. 
B’nai Tzedek was a 
wonderful experience 
and had so much to 
do with the career 
path I have chosen.”
- ABBY DURHAM

“Memphis B’nai 
Tzedek gave me 
my first glimpse 
into how non-profit 
organizations are able 
to run and their need 
for funds.”
- JUDY LANSKY

THE PARENTS’ GUIDE TO B’NAI TZEDEK 

How do we make our child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
the life-changing, meaningful experience that we 
wish it would be? What can we do, as parents, 
to ensure this important rite of passage is a 
meaningful introduction to life as a responsible 
Jew?  

B’nai Tzedek offers an engaging solution. By 
giving kids the opportunity to be philanthropists, 
we place in their hands the most valuable Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah gift possible — we teach them how  
to give. 

We want our kids, as Jews, to care about the 
world in which they live. But the truth is — they 
already do. They just need a way to express how 
much they care. And their Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
is the perfect time to empower them, to allow 
them to begin to make their voices heard. Joining 
B’nai Tzedek begins their journey into a life of 
philanthropy, immediately exposing them to a 
diverse group of people and Jewish organizations 
that are working hard to change the world. 

Not only will they become more conscious and 
aware of the world around them, but they will 
also gain a community of friends who share their 
passion and commitment. At an age when they 
are defining themselves, there is no better way 
to introduce them to other mature and socially 
responsible teens. 

This “Make a Difference” brochure is written 
for kids. But it is also written for you, because 
the success of B’nai Tzedek depends on your 
involvement. You are instrumental in your child’s 
decision to participate. As you approach the 
time of your child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah, this is 
one of the most important Jewish decisions you 
will make regarding their Jewish future. Their 
participation in B’nai Tzedek will impact the rest 
of their lives. 

B’nai Tzedek is simple. Here’s how it works: your 
child contributes $250 from his or her Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah gift money. The money is matched with 
$250 from a sponsor. Thus, a $500 B’nai Tzedek 
Fund is established in your child’s name. 

As the years pass and your child grows, so will 
his or her Fund, through interest earnings and 
(we recommend) additional donations. Making 
a contribution to your child’s B’nai Tzedek Fund 
is an excellent way to commemorate a special 
occasion. Each year through the end of high 
school, your child will choose a qualified charity 
(or charities) to which he or she will donate up to 
20% of the Fund’s balance. In June of your child’s 
graduation year, his or her B’nai Tzedek fund 
can continue as a permanent fund of the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis ($1,000 minimum) or it 
can be donated to the Student Co-operative  
Fund or to other charities. 

Help shape the future of our Jewish community. 
Encourage your child to sign up today. 

B’NAI  
TZEDEK 
CHANGES 
LIVES.



B’nai Tzedek operates in partnership with the Jewish Foundation of Memphis, Memphis Jewish Federation,  
a private sponsor, Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth Congregation, Baron Hirsch Congregation,  
Beth Sholom Synagogue, Chabda Lubavitch, Or Chadash, Temple Israel and Young Israel. 
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SIGN ME UP FOR B’NAI TZEDEK

Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s Name     

Date of Bar/Bat Mitzvah     Synagogue   

Child’s Birthday     High School Graduation Year   

Child’s E-mail     Child’s Cell #   

Child’s preferred method of communication?       Snail Mail    E-mail    Text Message

Parent's Name   

Parent's E-mail     Parent's Cell #   

Parent's Address   

Parent's preferred method of communication?    Snail Mail    E-mail    Text Message

Parent's Name   

Parent's Address   

Parent's preferred method of communication?    Snail Mail    E-mail    Text Message

Child’s Address   

Child’s Signature   

Parent's Signature   

Please mail this completed form along with your $250 check to: JFOM, 6560 Poplar Avenue, 
Memphis, TN 38138. Or complete the form online at www.jcpmemphis.org/BnaiTzedek.


