From Generation to Generation

Run, keep running, and don’t ever stop running. Fear and adrenaline take over and one wrong move means the end. The end of the life you built, the family you love, and the times you cherish. While most of us can only imagine living such a horrific life, this was the reality of over 10 million European Jews during the Holocaust.
History is like an endless book that has pages filled with stories and human journeys. Tearing one page out would change every page that follows. This delicate connection between the past and the future raises questions about how different life could’ve been. What if Hitler didn’t rise to power? What if Germany did not take the blame for World War 1? What if the Nazi Party did not receive huge support? It’s easy to wonder about all the hypothetical situations and the “what ifs?” However, we cannot change reality. The reality is over 2 million Jews died as their lungs filled with poison gas, and 2 million were brutally murdered by mass shooting operations.
Around 1 million died from starvation, diseases, and violent beatings in concentration camps. Ultimately, around 6 million Jewish people were murdered by the Nazi Regime during the Holocaust. This is the history that we cannot change, but it is the history that we must pass down.
As of 2024, the Holocaust occurred more than 90 years ago. Over time, the events of the past gradually fade away. The ink on the pages of our history books may smudge and blur. This is why we must retell the terrifying events of the Holocaust to future generations and ignite a flame within others to combat injustice. 



We have a responsibility to ensure the preservation of the victims' memories and prevent the horrors they endured from ever being forgotten. By upholding their memory, we pay honor to their lives and strive relentlessly to ensure that a tragedy of such magnitude never repeats.
In informing future generations about the Holocaust, we also acknowledge the immense bravery displayed by those who risked their lives to save others. For instance, Johan van Hulst fearlessly transported Jewish children out of Germany through cargo. Chiune Sugihara forged counterfeit visas to aid Jewish refugees in their escape. Irena Sendler smuggled Jewish children out of Germany to safe shelters. When questioned and tormented by German authorities, she valiantly withheld the whereabouts of the children, prioritizing their safety over her own. These selfless and courageous individuals sacrificed their own safety to ensure the safety of others. By passing on these stories, we remind future generations that silence equates to complicity, and that individual actions, both in the past and present, possess the power to forever change the course of the future. Our role in society is to pass down the memory of the Holocaust, with the hope that our future children and grandchildren will emerge as compassionate leaders, ready to help others in times of darkness. So in the future, no human being should ever have to run for their lives like the Jews did.
No matter how many centuries go by, we must never forget the lives lost because of unchecked prejudice and hatred. We cannot allow history's wounds to heal without leaving a lasting scar: a scar that serves as a reminder of our duty to build a world of understanding and peace. The story of the Holocaust was not simply a chapter in a history book, but a living, breathing testament to the indomitable human spirit and the urgent need for collective compassion and remembrance.
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