
Update from Sderot: 

We would like to update you on what has been happening in Sderot since the beginning of 

Operation Breaking Dawn.  

On Friday afternoon, we were advised by the IDF of the elimination of the senior figure of the 

Islamic Jihad Movement and the increased alertness level due to concern for retaliation. 

Immediately, we deployed our complete municipal setup which is well trained in the 

regulations in anticipation of escalation. We opened the Municipal Emergency Operations 

Room, and prepared ourselves for the scenarios ahead of us.  

Close to 9:00 P.M. on Friday evening, Erev Shabbat, the shooting over the city began. We have 

experienced almost 80 sirens since then. Some of the shots involved between 5 and 10 missiles 

at once. Baruch Hashem Iron Dome does an excellent job and intercepts almost every missile 

over the city.  

A total of 4 missiles fell in Sderot, one of which damaged the home of the Biton family that 

was in the rocket-proof room as per instructions from the Home Front Command, and were 

therefore saved. Their home was severely damaged, and the family was evacuated to a hotel in 

Beer Sheva and is being treated by our Resilience Center.  

Of course, at every spot where a missile falls, we arrive with the immediate response 

intervention team and provide for the needs on site, with everything that is necessary. It is 

important to note that although there was no bodily injury, we are well aware to the emotional 

damage caused, especially for the children of Sderot.  

In the course of the day on Saturday, Shabbat, hundreds of calls were received by our 

Resilience Center by residents needing emotional assistance. In many cases, the resilience 

teams made house calls in order to provide preliminary aid. From past experience, we are 

prepared for a significant increase in calls to the Resilience Center upon the conclusion of the 

military operation, and we have to prepare to provide the responses needed.  

Simultaneously with the treatment we provide for residents, with all of the city’s emergency 

teams, we have begun amidst intervals in firing, to attend to families leaving the city to get 

refreshed in a different environment. This is very important and critical in this situation. We 

are beginning with families with children with special needs, families which have been victims 

of terror, and families that are familiar to the municipal welfare department. We are interested 

in helping as many families as possible to leave, and we welcome any ideas and assistance for 

this purpose.  

All in all, the spirit in the city is good. Our heroic residents are reinforcing the IDF soldiers and 

the security forces in completing the job.  I told the Prime Minister, the Minister of Defense, 

and the Chief of Staff that they have our backing, for as much as it takes to strike at the terrorist 

organizations and restore deterrence. 

I would like to thank you from the depths of my heart for your support and partnership. It is 

heartwarming and strengthens us. 

Am Yisrael Chai, 

Alon Davidi 


