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Purpose Of The Volunteer Work

This spring, sponsored by and as a representative of the Jewish Federation of
Madison, | was able to participate in a week-long service mission with Livnot
U’Lehibanot. Livnot “is a non-denominational, nonprofit organization that has
been running immersive Israel-experience programs since 1980.”

After October 7, 2023, approximately 200,000 Israelis were internally
displaced. This displacement was primarily by government instruction due to
community proximities to Gaza or Lebanon, and the risk due to proximity to
Hamas and Hezbollah, respectively.

At the same time, 300,000 reservists were called up to serve in the IDF. More
than 320,000 reservists arrived for duty. Israel was not prepared to have so
many individuals in active duty around the country. Temporary IDF bases were
made in the evacuated border communities as needed, where soldiers slept
where they could - schools were widely used - before they were relocated.



https://livnot.org/

_-1 return home - even though there has not been assistance from the
. government to clear out rubble, rebuild, and clean the communities to
prepare for their return.

§ Livnot has been asked by various border communities to lend as many

¢ hands as possible to this effort. Through a dedicated coordination staff, a
team of Israeli contractors (many of whom are in the reserves and left

: .‘ 1(7 their pre-war jobs as they were moved to join this service instead), olim

w ; who are committed to showing up and volunteering, young Israelis

‘ ., fulfilling their national service duties, and weekly international volunteer

groups, this work is being done. Livnot has “had the honor to complete

250 projects in 32 communities” since the war began, in an exemplary

enactment of their motto: to build and be built.




First Stop: Hostages Square, Tel Aviv

Hamas-led militants abducted 251 people in the Oct. 7 (2023) attack
and killed around 1,200, mostly civilians.

Here are details on the hostages released:

e Hostages taken before the Oct. 7 attack: 2 who entered Gazain
2014 and 2015, and the bodies of 2 soldiers killed in the 2014 war
e Hostages released in exchanges or other deals: 147, of whom 8
were dead
e Bodies of hostages retrieved by Israeli troops: 41
e Hostagesrescued alive: 8
° I&Ios(’jcages still in captivity: 59, of whom Israel believes 35 are
ead.

The hostages still in captivity include:
e 13soldiers, of whom Israel has declared 9 to be dead
e 5non-lsraelis (3 Thais, 1 Nepalese, 1 Tanzanian), of whom 2 (1
Thai and 1 Nepalese) are believed to still be alive
Associated Press



https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-remaining-hostages-gaza-dbedb436b04fac1c790a794a4ef03853
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-sVZAMf0QDrNXlEMAZrQMVFko-LtKuXI/preview

Volunteer Work:
Kibbutz Menara

with the Traveler's Prayer, /~ 1
as we would eontinue to do each day.

~ Our first day of volunteer work ?‘ﬁ,aifa
V ith lenot U'LehLbanot took i~
. § i’ 3
- “1- *.. Wes e by e ‘ -7
% yionce gﬁ&‘thecitﬂiﬁhits, . (&
/A W E S T B A N K

/ 4 /
\, / '

GAZA STRIP ‘

Al - -

March 17, 2025



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-u9KJPB5lUJYP6tLcDjz25td9LvXWrgP/preview

Volunteer Work:
Kibbutz Dafna

We-spent the nextthree .
days'Wwith Livnot at Kibbutz
Dafna. This kibbutz too'is on
the border with Lebanon, and
was evacuated on Oct. 8, 2023.
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/103xCQQ_ltOte6OnA2LuPwEHDJnLLPzBL/preview

Israel launches deadly wave of

airstrikes across Gaza after ceasefire

talks stall
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Fighting On Many Fronts

The Axis of Resistance, a loose and informal
military network of militant groups, which bill
themselves as resistance forces, and
state-controlled armed forces in the Middle East
that are supported by Iran...The interests of the
axis members are regional in scope, aligning with
Iran (one of the most influential powers in the
Middle East) in opposition to Israel and Saudi
Arabia as well as the United States for its
interference in the region’s balance of power.
Each group in the network acts independently of
one another and is motivated by its own
self-interest, but the network coordinates in
training, attaining weaponry, and supporting one
another in achieving common goals.

Britannica

Hezbollah (in Lebanon): Founded 1982,
designated terror organization since 1997

Hamas (in Gaza): Founded 1987, designated
terror organization since 1997

Houthis (in Yemen): Founded 1992,
redesignated terrorist organization in 2025

:] Iran-backed Axis of Resistance

[:] Formerly part of the Axis of Resistance
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/Axis-of-Resistance
https://icsresources.org/timeline-of-arab-israeli-conflict/

