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HOME 
Thank you from Madison where you help provide immi-

grant and refugee services, elder and family support pro-
grams, and help to victims of domestic abuse through Jewish
Social Services. Thank you for helping to provide social

events for seniors and meals through Lechayim.  Thank you
for helping to fund and sustain Gan HaYeled Preschool,
Midrasha Hebrew High School, Madison Jewish Commu-
nity Day School, and providing scholarships for Camp
Shalom.

ISRAEL
Thank you from those in Israel.  Federation funds training

and educational programs that work to break the cycle of
poverty, provide mentoring and enrichment programs for
children at risk, and programs to help new immigrants inte-
grate successfully. 

AROUND THE WORLD
Thank you from those who are farthest away. The Feder-

ation is active in over 70 countries. In Russia, the Ukraine
and other Eastern European countries, home to the world’s
poorest Jews, Federation-funded programs offer relief to
168,000 Jewish elderly while helping over 10,000 children
attend Jewish day schools. In Latin America, we help over
50,000 Jews with financial assistance and identity and
renewal programs.

None of this could be done without your support – so
many lives touched by the members of our community!

A Thank You From Everywhere

Mitzvahthon: Celebrating the Spirit of Giving
The latkes were frying, kids were danc-

ing, and the spirit of giving was in the air
at the 2015 Community Mitzvahthon.  The
Minkoff Center was transformed into a
colorful festival of Mitzvot and Hanukkah
activities. Community members, young
and old, came out and donated canned
goods, schools supplies, winter coats and
socks. They traded in their donations for
turns spinning an inflatable dreidel for a
small prize, decorating sufganiyot, design-
ing fleece mittens, and helping to tie fleece
blankets.  Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe en-
tertained with a fun flash mob and the

Madison Jewish Community Day School
Maccabee March was a HUGE hit for kids
who just needed a chance to RUN!  They
did laps around the Oolam and donated
enough money to help MJCDS collect a
total of $300 to purchase gifts for a family
in need. Thanks to Gan HaYeled Pre-
school, MOUSY, MATTY, BBYO, Con-
gregation Shaarei Shamayim, Madison
Jewish Community Day School, Max
Roquitte and the Jewish Federation of
Madison Family Education Committee for
sponsoring tables and helping our commu-
nity shine this Hanukkah!



SILVER SPONSOR

JewishMadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community
Three annual sponsorship opportunities available:
Platinum $10,000     Gold $5,000     Silver $2,500

Website sponsorship offers you the opportunity to promote your business among
our community’s 6,000 members. In addition to making a valuable business choice,
you’ll be supporting vital services that serve both the Jewish and general community. 

The Jewish Federation of Madison website serves as the central information source for
the entire Jewish community. More than 2,000 individuals visit JewishMadison.org each
month. Members of other Jewish communities who are planning to move to Madison
also depend on the Federation website for information about where to live, work, and
shop.

As a Federation website business sponsor, you’ll receive the following recognition
in appreciation of your support:

■ Your business name and logo will be prominently displayed on the Jewish
Federation website homepage. Your business logo will also link to your website.
■ Your business will be featured in an individual recognition announcement in every

issue of the Madison Jewish News, which has a monthly circulation of 2,600 households
and 6,000 individuals. The announcement will be given preferred placement and run in
full color in the first few pages of the newspaper. The announcement will also include a
photo of your choice, which you can change as often as you choose.
■ You’ll be invited as our guest to the Federation Annual Dinner, our November event

attended by our community’s leaders. You’ll also receive complimentary passes for the
5,500 square-foot Goodman Aquatic Center pool.

Extra benefits for Platinum and Gold sponsors:
At the platinum level, your business will receive exclusive sponsorship rights for the

entire website within your business category. Therefore, your organization will be the
only website sponsor within your area of business.

At the platinum and gold levels, your business will receive larger logo displays on the
website homepage and larger newspaper recognition announcements.

Promote your business by becoming a Federation website sponsor

For information about becoming a website sponsor,
contact Tiz Goff, Community Outreach Coordinator,

773-620-4404 or outreach@jewishmadison.org

Become
a sponsor

today!

Madison Computer Works
Fast on-site and in-store service

Desktop, notebook & tablet sales

Data backup & recovery
Malware protection & removal

Wireless networks and routers

Notebook repairs & upgrades

Ph: 608.231.8000      Fax:  608.231.8019
353 Island Drive        Madison, WI 53705
       www.madisoncomputerworks.com
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Network setup & troubleshootingM

Cisco Select Certified PartnerM

info@madisoncomputerworks.com

Cloud integration & security

Microsoft® Office 365 SMB Champion

M

M

317 E. Wilson Street, Madison • 608.255.8998
670 S. Whitney Way, Madison • 608.274.5575

www.rubinsfurniture.com



JewishMadison.org   PLATINUM SPONSOR

BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

BMO Harris Bank is proud to support the Jewish Federation of Madison. 

Community.
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The Jewish Federation of Madison kicked off the
Hanukkah season in style at Vom Fass on University Avenue
with 17 young adults who enjoyed an evening of delicious
twists on traditional Hanukkah foods paired with tastings of
liquors, oils and vinegars from the extensive collection the
store has to offer.  Everyone snacked, schmoozed and com-
peted in a fun online Hanukkah trivia game created by Daniel
Gil, community Shaliach.  This was a joint program made
possible by Jewish Federation of Madison Future Directions,
Jews Next Dor and Congregation Shaarei Shamayim’s
Young Adult Chavura.

The Spirit of
Hanukkah



In early December, Dina Weinbach,
the Executive Director of the Jewish
Federation of Madison, attended the
Wisconsin Council of Churches (WCC)
Annual Meeting.  The theme was “Lov-
ing our Neighbors:  Our Christian Re-
sponse to Interfaith Relations.” The
theme, and the conference were based
on “Loving our Neighbors, A Statement
of the Wisconsin Council of Churches
on Interfaith Relations,” which was ap-
proved by the Wisconsin Council of
Churches in November of 2014.

This statement conveyed the impor-
tance of being good neighbors with
everyone and accepting them, regard-
less of their beliefs. Here are two im-
portant excerpts from the statement:

Interfaith dialogue and understand-
ing have become more important to our
common civil discourse than ever be-
fore. Attitudes toward other religions
that are uninformed and disengaged are
simply inadequate to our setting.

…the commandment to love our
neighbor as ourselves presupposes a
community of equals engaged in open

dialogue. The commandment to love
our neighbor as ourselves informs all
aspects of human life together. In
today’s religiously diverse society,
where religious disagreement is a given,
unreserved respect for those of different
religious traditions also needs to be a
given. Treating neighbors who have dif-
fering religious outlooks as equal part-
ners in a common human calling to
promote the common good is a basic
principle for governing interfaith rela-
tionships that is not only consistent
with, but also commensurate with
Christian belief.

Dr. Paul Knitter gave the keynote ad-
dress at the Annual Meeting.  Dr. Knit-
ter is Emeritus Professor of Theology at
Xavier University, in Cincinnati, Ohio
and Professor Emeritus of Theology,
World Religions and Culture, Union
Theological Seminary, New York. Most
of his research and publications have
dealt with religious pluralism and inter-
religious dialogue. He shared, with the
group of 100 clergy in attendance, that

one can be both a Christian and a plu-
ralist at the same time and provided the
language, terminology and definitions
to help defend this thesis.  He said, “…
my suggestion to you today is that if we
are going to be able to truly love our
neighbors in other faiths, we will have
to adopt some form of what today is
called a “pluralistic (mutualistic) theol-
ogy of religions.” This is somewhat
controversial. Many Christians would
argue that one cannot be a Christian and
a pluralist at the same time. I’d like to
suggest to you today, that one can. And
in order truly to love our other-religious
neighbors, one must.”

Following Dr. Knitters talk, there
was a Respondent Panel which included
four individuals representing different
faith traditions who offered their own

response to Dr. Knitter’s keynote ad-
dress and the Wisconsin Council of
Churches’ policy statement on interfaith
relationships.  The panelists included:

• Tonen O’Connor, Resident Priest
Emerita, Milwaukee Zen Center

• Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah, Religious
Director, Islamic Society of Milwaukee

• Rabbi Joshua Ben Gideon, Beth
Israel Center, Madison

• Father James Massart Ph.D.
Ecumenical Officer, Catholic Diocese
of Green Bay

Each respondent shared how “Lov-
ing our Neighbors” is supported within
their own religion.  The message was
clear that we can all embrace these val-
ues and those in attendance were
charged with going back to their own
congregations to pass on the message.

2790 S. Fish Hatchery Rd.
Madison, WI 53711
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Paul Jadin joined MadREP as Presi-
dent in November 2012. Prior to that,
Paul served as both the Secretary of
Commerce and Secretary/CEO of the
new Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation since January 2011. He was
charged with transitioning from a state
agency that had responsibility for eco-

nomic development and regulatory ac-
tivities to a public/private authority that
is 100% focused on economic develop-
ment. That reorganization has brought
an expanded emphasis on international
activities, with networks being devel-
oped in over a dozen countries; it has
fostered a significant investment in en-

trepreneurship and innovation; and it
has enabled the state to better under-
stand and support its key industry sec-
tors.

We hope you can join us. Stay tuned
for details including the date, time and
location!

Join Us for the Next Jewish Business
and Professional Roundtable with
Paul Jardin of MadRep

Paul Jardin

The Wisconsin Council of Churches
Promotes ‘Loving Our Neighbors’

Like Us on
Facebook!

Friends of Jewish Federation of
Madison can get timely pro-

gramming updates, tell us what
you “like,” and spread the word
about the work we do with your
generous support. See photos
from recent events, add yours

to our albums, encourage
friends to join you in supporting
Jewish Federation of Madison,

and more. Find us at
www.facebook.com/

jewishmadison.

Dr. Paul Knitter (left) and members of the panel including Madison’s own Rabbi
Joshua Ben-Gideon (far right) at the Wisconsin Council of Churches Annual Meeting.



6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808 • info@jewishmadison.org • JewishMadison.org
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Schmooze & Tunes Winter 2016 Program
Fridays, January 22 through March 11, 2016
9:15 am - 10:15 am
Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison

Schmooze…
Meet, socialize and network with other par-
ents and their children in the Jewish com-
munity. Find out about other great
programs in the Gan HaYeled Preschool.
Get to know other families with children
who are between the ages of 3 months – 3
years (older child welcome with younger
sibling).

Tunes…
The Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool has created a special program with

Liron Weiss, who has a background in early childhood education. Liron will be of-
fering music classes for families in the Jewish community on Friday mornings in
the conference room of the Jewish Federation of Madison. The sessions involve
informal singing, moving, and instrument-playing activities that are appropriate for
very young children and their caregivers.

Each week, following the music portion of class, we have schmoozing time and
a delicious, homemade challah snack. This is a great way to meet other families
and introduce your children to Jewish friendships that may last a lifetime!

For more information, contact Rachel at gan@jewishmadison.org or call
(608) 278-1808.

Gan HaYeled Open House
Sunday, January 24, 2016
9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Max Weinstein Jewish Community
Building
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison

Learn about Gan and all our school
has to offer. 

Chat with teachers from all of the
classrooms.

Have a little nosh.
Contact Rachel Sauer at gan@jewishmadison.org or (608) 278-1808.

Yad B’Yad (Hand in Hand) Playgroup

Jewish Community Playgroup for Caregivers and Children ages 0-2. Join us
twice a month on Wednesdays for this free traveling playgroup. Hand in Hand care-
givers will explore and discuss a new topic with a Jewish twist each month.

There is always plenty of time for schmoozing and for the kids to play. Kosher
snacks will be provided by the Jewish Federation of Madison.

To RSVP or host one of the upcoming dates, contact Tiz Goff at outreach@
jewishmadison.org

Tu B’Shvat Seder and Slides
Sunday, January 24, 2016, 3:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Crawdaddy Waterpark in Holiday Inn
1109 Fourier Drive, Madison
3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Arrival Activities
4:00 p.m. Tu B’Shvat Seder
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Dinner Buffet and Waterpark
$18/person, $54 max./family
Price includes Tu B’Shvat Seder, dairy dinner (allergy friendly options avail-
able, please note on your registration), and waterpark passes

Celebrate the Jewish Arbor Day! Join our Community Shaliach Daniel Gill for
an engaging Tu B’Shvat Seder followed by waterpark fun at the tree-themed Craw-
daddy Cove Water Park.

Contact Ellen Weismer at program@jewishmadison.org or (608) 278-1808.

Ivrit B’Kef (Hebrew Fun) After-School Program
18 exciting sessions for Kindergarten-2nd Graders led by our Community
Shaliach, Daniel Gill
Tuesdays, January 19th - May 24th, 2016
3:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound Street, Madison

Kindergarten – 2nd graders are invited to join Daniel Gill, our Community Shli-
ach, on a fun adventure through the Hebrew language. Daniel will lead the students
in 18 exciting sessions of exploring the letters of the Aleph Bet and developing
reading and writing skills through structured lessons, arts and crafts, movement,
and more! No Hebrew language experience is necessary, all levels welcome.

Dates: Tuesdays, January 19th - May 24th (no class on March 22nd)
Time: 3:45 pm - 5:30 pm
Location: Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound Street, Madison, WI
Cost: $320 for your first student / $300 for each additional child
(cost includes a $20 non-refundable processing fee per student)

Weekly Programming Includes:
• Ochel - a light afterschool snack to refresh everyone for learning together
• Ma’agal - group time for talking about the day of the week, weather, Hebrew

month and weekly updates from the children, songs and group games
• Limeedah - lessons of the day focused on the weekly theme involving fun work-

sheets, card games, vocabulary review, stories and more
• Tachanot - stations for kids to experience learning through various media such

as crafts, videos, dance, games and music
• Siyuum - closing activities and review

Register online or contact Ellen Weismer, Program Director at  (608) 278-1808
or program@jewishmadison.org



Chanukah oh Chanukah, come light
the Menorahs, let’s have MANY par-
ties… 

For eight crazy days and nights the
UW Chabad House was unusually abuzz
with activity. 

• 150 pounds of potatoes were fried.
• And, over one thousand doughnuts,

all-homemade, were made for the stu-
dents.

Rabbi Mendel & Henya Matusof,
their children, and two visiting rabbinical
students went about bringing Chanukah
joy to hundreds of students in so many
different places on campus:

• 600 Menorahs were distributed at
apartment buildings.

• Four parties were hosted at the uni-
versity dorms.

• Celebrations were held at seven fra-
ternity and sorority houses.

The light of Chanukah traveled all the
way down the Lakeshore path, to Lang-
don Street, and so many places in be-
tween. A group of students even went
with Rabbi Mendel for Menorah lighting
at a Milwaukee Bucks game!

Chabad also hosted a “glow in the
dark” Chanukah dinner party with glow-
ing dreidel glasses and a bright menorah!
Even Shabbat dinner had extra Chanukah
flair, when 130 students came to eat

latkes in addition to the weekly challah
and matzah ball soup. 

Chanukah is a treasured Jewish holi-
day often associated with family get-to-
gethers and celebrations.  Recognizing
that being away from home for the holi-

days is one of the challenging aspects of
college life for Jewish students, Chabad
made sure that all the students felt cared
for and joyous this holiday. 

At Chabad, all Jews are part of an
ever-growing family. 

Twenty-six thousand candles and 150
lbs of potatoes later, this Chanukah was
truly a celebration of Jewish warmth,
pride and many shining lights at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin.

Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!

Ask For

Care & Support Through the Stages of Serious IllnessCa e & Suppor
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800-553-4289    agrace.org
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“Quality Care , Compassionate Communication”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY

1848 WALDORF BLVD.  | MADISON  | 497-1392
WWW.SONDELFAMILYVETERINARYCLINIC.COM

2015
GOLD

Mazel Tov on the birth of:

Audrey Quinn Beucler, daughter of Leah and Johan Beucler and granddaughter
of Marcia and Marc Fink

Jack Keslin, son of Michelle and Jonathan Keslin and grandson of Brian and
Jeanne Lisse

Condolences to the families of:

Norman B. Esser, Uncle of Dan (Barb) Esser

Emanuel “Muni” Mark, father of Laurel Mark

June Schlossberg, mother of Terri (Henry) Jasen, grandmother of Emily (Ankur)
Desai and Kyle Jasen, great-grandmother of Maya, Lela and Sarita Desai

Philip Frank Keleny, son of Amy and Art Keleny; brother of Eric (Michelle),
Ben (Jen), Logan, and Garrett Keleny; nephew of Russel (Ruth) Frank and
Andrew Frank; cousin of Aaron (Dawn) Frank(whose children are Caitlin and
Megan) and Melissa Frank (whose child is Zoe Barmore)

James Louis Rissman, husband of Estelle Katz, father of Anna, Ben and Didi

Simchas & Condolences
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Chabad Illuminates Campus with
the Lights of Chanukah



Care and comfort at a
moment’s notice.

Now Hiring Caregivers
• Flexible Hours • Training Provided • Great Team

Apply today! 608-729-5365
www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

Help care for those who have cared for us.

The Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its appreciation

to these individuals who recently made a tribute donation

to honor someone or celebrate a special occasion

In honor of the anniversary of Ken and Dee Stein
James Stein

In memory of Stan Mintz
Bunny and Bill Spitz

In memory of: Reuben Stein, Qtr. M, WWI; Ben Derman, S Sgt.,
WWII; Arnold Simon, 2nd LT, WWII; Bernard Mazursky, SP 4-C,
Viet Nam

Samuel S. Moss

In memory of Stella and Daniel Sussman
Michael Sussman

In memory of Jimmy Rissman, always with a mischievous twinkle in
his eye

Ron Rosner

In honor of Mrs. Cathy Rosen’s special birthday
Dee and Ken Stein
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The Kesher Israel film series will
recommence on Wednesday, February 17,
2016 with the movie, ‘Salt of This Sea.’ 

The film deals with a young woman,
raised in Brooklyn by grandparents who
had been exiled from Jaffa 60 years pre-
viously. The young woman, Soraya, de-
cides to leave home for her homeland of
Palestine.  She lands in Israel and begins
a journey which unfolds the many levels
of frustration she must deal with, not the

least of which is her grandfather’s frozen
bank account.

The first feature film from Palestine
by a female director (Annamarie Jacir);
it is an intimate, urgent and rousing piece
of political filmmaking.

While unrated, due to extreme politi-
cal bias and some sexual content, the
Kesher Israel Committee recommends
‘Salt of This Sea’ for adult audiences
only.

Kesher Israel Film Series
Presents ‘Salt of This Sea’

The Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jew-
ish Studies at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison is soliciting designs for a
work of art to honor the Center’s donors.

Entrants must be enrolled students at
UW-Madison and submissions should be
appropriate for a Center for Jewish Stud-
ies. The finished piece, in any medium,
needs to be transportable. The finished
piece should not exceed 50 x 100 x 12
inches. Entrants may want to somehow
incorporate donor names into the design.

To enter the design competition,
please include:

• A one-page description of the pro-
posed artwork and how it relates to Jew-
ish Studies

• An approximate budget to create the

artwork
•A rendering of the proposed artwork
• A sample portfolio via weblink or

preferred medium

First Prize winner will receive $1,080
plus the costs associated with construc-
tion. A prize of $360 will be given as
Honorable Mention. Winners will be an-
nounced before May 15, 2016.

Submissions should be emailed to
jsone@wisc.edu with the subject link:
CJS Artwork Proposal. The deadline for
submissions is February 1, 2016.

Entrants must be able to produce the
proposed work. The finished work will
be displayed at the Center for Jewish
Studies.

Mosse/Weinstein Center
for Jewish Studies Seeking
Entries for Work of Art

News about random, brutal acts of ter-
rorism across Jerusalem is frightening.
Some are lightly wounded, like the eld-
erly woman stabbed in the shoulder on a
bus. Many more are severely hurt and
need immediate surgery and critical care.
One of the bus passengers arrived by am-
bulance with a knife in his bladder and
severe wounds in his skull and liver. 

Hadassah’s Hospitals at Ein Kerem
and Mount Scopus have been working
around the clock to heal the wounded.
The most difficult cases are rushed to
Hadassah’s hospitals – world renowned
in emergency, trauma, and terror medi-
cine – the only A1 trauma center in
Jerusalem. 

Hadassah Hospitals treat both 
Victims and Attackers

Hadassah Hospital’s reputation as a
bridge to peace is well deserved. Hadas-

sah Hospitals pride themselves on check-
ing politics at the door and treating at-
tackers and victims alike. Hadassah’s
doctors are required to take an oath to
treat everyone equally.

“What happens in the country also af-
fects us, but it doesn’t influence our med-
icine,” says Eid, an Israel Arab surgeon.
“Hadassah is a very special place.” On
the same day that Eid operated on and
saved the life of a 13-year-old Jewish boy
stabbed in East Jerusalem, nearby an
Israeli Jewish doctor was saving the life
of a perpetrator.

For more information contact:
Madison Hadassah 

Email: Madison.chapter@Hadassah.org
Phone: (608) 770-6521

Website: www.Hadassah.org/Madison
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

HadassahMadison

Hadassah Hospital
A Special Place

Save the Date for our Upcoming Films:
Salt of This Sea ......Wednesday, February 17   
Dancing in Jaffa .........Wednesday, March 16
Broken Wings ..............Wednesday, April 13
James' Journey .............Wednesday, May 18

Looking for a meaningful gift?

Making a tribute donation to the Jewish Federation of Madison is a thoughtful way to honor
someone or celebrate a special occasion while helping those in need here and around the world. 

Your tribute donation will help support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs
that serve both the Jewish community and the community-at-large, as well as humanitarian pro-
grams in Israel and 70 other countries worldwide.

We’ll mail a notification card to the person you’re paying tribute to or the family of the person
you’re remembering. When you donate online you can also send a personalized E-card to your
recipient. Make your gift online today.

Make a secure online tribute donation at JewishMadison.org



Come see what our traditional, egali-
tarian community is all about. Please
contact Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon
(rabbi@bethisraelcenter.org), Executive
Director Elissa Pollack (elissa@bethis-
raelcenter.org), or Education Director
Beth Copelovitch (education@bethis-
raelcenter.org) with questions about up-
coming events, membership, education
for children and adults, or anything else
you might like to know about our syna-
gogue. You may also call (608) 256-7763
or visit our website, www.bethisraelcen-
ter.org, for more information.

Here are some highlights from our
January calendar:

Kabbalat Shabbat Potluck
Dinner
Friday, January 8
5:45pm

Welcome Shabbat with friends at Beth
Israel Center. The evening begins with
happy hour at 5:00 pm, followed by our
song-filled services at 5:45 pm. At 6:30
pm we’ll sing Yigdal and enjoy a com-
munal kosher-dairy potluck dinner. Be-
cause Shabbat begins early this time of
year, please bring potluck contributions
in advance. You can drop them off any
time the office is open up until 4:00 pm
Friday. Wondering what’s kosher? If it’s
store-bought, it needs a hechsher. Making
something at home? Use kosher ingredi-
ents. Read our kashrut policy for home
cooked food at www.bethisraelcenter.org
or contact Rabbi Ben-Gideon (rabbi@
bethisraelcenter.org) with questions.

Rosh Hodesh Shevat
Rosh Hodesh Shevat
Monday, January 11
7:00am

Celebrate the new month during
morning minyan at Beth Israel Center. A
light breakfast will be served after serv-
ices.

Kolot Kehilla
Sunday, January 17
9:30am-11:00am

Our Sunday morning speaker series,
featuring the voices of our community
(kolot kehilla), continues on January 17,
with “A Nuclear Engineer’s Analysis of
the ‘Iran Deal,’” by Paul Wilson, Profes-
sor of Nuclear Engineering at University
of Wisconsin-Madison. The United
States, Russia, and European Union re-
cently reached an agreement with Iran to
rein in its nuclear program and limit its
ability to pursue a nuclear weapons pro-
gram. This talk will explore the technol-
ogy aspects of this deal to better
understand the effectiveness from a tech-
nical point of view with an eye to the po-
litical implications. Please consider a $5
donation to offset the cost of this pro-
gram, which includes a light breakfast.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Children & Youth Service
Day
Monday, January 18
9:00am-2:00pm

Beth Israel Center is joining with First
Congregational UCC, Madison Christian
Community, and Middleton Community
UCC to gather as a faith community in

honor of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Children in grades 1-5 will spend the
day at First Congregational rotating
through various stations designed to help
better understand the importance of the
day, and the life and work of Dr. King.
Youth in grades 6-12 will work at service
projects around the community. Buses
will be provided from FCC to the work
sites. The cost is $10/person or $20/fam-
ily. Participants should bring a bag lunch.
Snacks and water will be provided. For
more information, contact Beth
Copelovitch (education@bethisraelcen-
ter.org).

Board Game Shabbat
Saturday, January 23
1:00ish

After lunch, we’ll bring out the board
games, puzzles and cards and play all af-
ternoon. Feel free to drop off a favorite
Shabbat-appropriate game earlier in the
week. (Shabbat-appropriate games do not
involve writing, timers, or electronics.)
Kosher snacks and beverages to share are
also welcome. 

Supper Quiz
Saturday, January 30
7:00pm

Our 8th Supper Quiz will be on Satur-
day, January 30. This year’s theme is the
elegance of the Mad Men era. Register
for this fun Saturday night event as an in-
dividual, couple, or team of up to eight
people. The cost is $85 per person until
January 15. Reservations made after Jan-
uary 15 will be $100 per person.

Yom Rishon
Sunday, January 31
10:00am-11:15am

Come experience family education for
preschoolers at its finest! Each session in-
cludes art, movement, music, stories and
snacks as well as age-appropriate learn-
ing on a Jewish theme for preschoolers
and their grown-ups. Yom Rishon meets
about once a month during the school
year. Put all of our 5776 sessions on your
calendar: January 31, February 21,
March 13, April 10, May 1.

Torah & Mindfulness
Thursdays
7:00pm

Come for an hour of meditation and
discussion of Jewish texts related to
mindfulness. All are welcome. Contact
Matt Banks (mibanks@tds.net) with
questions.

Adult Education Programs

Conversational Yiddish
Mondays, 7pm in the Mercaz at
Beth Israel Center

Join Yiddish enthusiast and talented
teacher Sylvia Grunes at Yiddish class on
Monday nights from 7-8:30pm. Sylvia
builds a love for the Yiddish language
and culture through her long-running
classes. Come learn from a master – all
levels welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center

Congregation News

Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish
Reconstructionist and Renewal congre-
gation, welcomes new and prospective
members, as well as visitors, to partici-
pate in our services, discussions, classes,
and celebrations. For more information
or to learn about events, please visit our
website at www.shamayim.org, email us
at office@shamayim.org, or call 608-
257-2944.  

Shabbat Evening Potluck:
Get to Know Midwest
Environmental Advocates
Friday, January 15, 6:00 p.m.
Please call the office for location.

Join together for Shabbat evening and
meet a representative from Midwest En-
vironmental Advocates.  All are wel-
come.

Shabbat Morning Services –
MLK Service
Saturday, January 23
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive

Join together for a special morning
where we will honor the legacy of Martin

Luther King, Jr.  Torah study begins at
9:30 am, followed by services at 10:30
am, and Kiddush at 12:30pm.

Get to Know Us Havdalah
Saturday, January 23, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Please call the office for location.

Want to learn about Shaarei
Shamayim?  Here’s your opportunity!
The Shaarei Shamayim Membership
Committee welcomes new and prospec-
tive members for cookies, cocoa, and
havdalah.  They will discuss the congre-
gation and be available to answer ques-
tions. Please RSVP to Joy: office@
shamayim.org.

Mindfulness Seder for
Tu B’shevat
Sunday, January 24
Please call the office for location and
time.

We will celebrate Tu B’shevat mind-
fully through singing, chanting, and med-
itation in the framework of a seder of
fruits, nuts, wines, and juices.  If you
would like to attend, please RSVP at of-
fice@shamayim.org.
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Congregation
Shaarei Shamayim

Beth Israel Center

(Continued on page 9)

 

 

 

Saturday, January 30 

7:00pm 
Beth Israel Center 

1406 Mound Street 

 
  

the classy side of the 1960s. 
 

 

* Socializing * Elegant Dining * Fun * 
Between courses of a delicious supper, participants match wits, knowledge, and ingenuity. 

Past Supper Quiz contestants have solved word and number puzzles, identified spices and 

fabrics, located cities on maps, built structures out of random materials,   

spotted Jewish actors in movie clips, and much more. 

 

The Supper Quiz is a fundraiser supporting Beth Israel Center. 

 

Cost: $85 per person until Jan. 15, $100 after Jan. 15 

 

To reserve your spot, email office@bethisraelcenter.org 

 or call (608) 256-7763.  

 

Reservations can be made individually or in groups of up to 8.  

Teams of up to 8 will be formed. 

 
Beth Israel Center members may put their couvert on account. 

SUPPERQUIZ 

MADMEN 



Every Friday 5:30–7:00 pm
Welcome Shabbat together with other families

in a casual, joyful and song-filled weekly gathering.
Everyone is welcome! Perfect for ages 0 to 10.

2702 Arbor Drive | Madison, WI 53711

Questions? engage@TBEmadison.org
bit.ly/FamilyFridaysTBE

www.templebethelmadison.org

Congregation News
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Visit us online at www.templebethel-
madison.org. All events are open to the
community and take place at Temple
Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive, Madison, un-
less otherwise noted. 

We encourage members of the Jewish
Community to join Temple Beth El, and
we welcome prospective members to par-
ticipate in programs and activities. Please
contact David Hoffert, Executive Direc-
tor, at 608-238-3123 or executive@
tbemadison.org for membership informa-
tion.

Office Hours: 9am-5pm M-TH; 9am-
3pm Friday.

Our office will be closed: January 1
and January 18, 2016.

Shabbat Starts Here!
Weekly Welcoming of
Shabbat
Every Friday!
5:30pm Family Friday’s Shabbat
activities for kids
5:45pm Family Friday’s Shabbat
service w/songs & stories
6:15pm Informal family-friendly
buffet dinner provided* or bring your
own
7:15pm Shabbat greeting and
gathering before the evening service
7:30pm Shabbat evening service
approx. 8:45pm Oneg Shabbat
following the service

*pay what you can, suggested dona-
tion $5/person 

Everyone is welcome! Come for all or
part of the evening.

Learn more at www.templebethel-
madison.org

Jewish Congregations for
Social Justice Racial Justice
Speaker Series
“The Education Gap and Boys and
Girls Club Solutions”
Thursday, January 14th, 2016, from
7:00-9:00pm at Temple Beth El

As part of its ongoing Racial Justice
Speaker Series, Madison Congregations
for Social Justice will be hosting Michael
Johnson, President and Chief Executive
Officer for the Boys & Girls Club of
Dane County, as our guest speaker on
Thursday, January 14th, 2016, from 7:00-
9:00pm at Temple Beth El.  Mr. Johnson
will speak to the Jewish community
about the education gap in Dane County
and the BGC’s initiatives to address it.  

Madison Congregations for Social
Justice is a joint effort of Beth Israel Cen-
ter, Congregation Shaarei Shamayim and

Temple Beth El to bring key Madison-
area social justice issues in front of the
broader Jewish community.  All are wel-
come to take part in its events and pro-
grams.

A Special Shabat
Celebration to Welcome
Our New Members
Friday, January 29, 2016
6:30pm Wine & Cheese Reception
7:30pm Shabbat Evening Service

Please join us for a Special Shabbat on
Friday, January 29, 2016, as we welcome
our new members to Temple Beth El.
Our welcome will include a special wine
and cheese reception at 6:30pm. We also
hope you will join us for the 7:30pm
Shabbat service where we will formally
recognize and welcome all of our newest
members. The Temple Beth El Member-
ship Committee is sponsoring the recep-
tion and service. Please RSVP to Aleeza
Hoffert if you will be joining us for the
reception and/or the service at
engage@tbemadison.org.

Tots and Tunes
2016 Sundays  - Feb. 7, Feb. 28,
Mar. 13 & Apr. 3 
9:30 am-10:30 am in the Adult Lounge

Fun for all children, newborns to 5
year olds!!!

There will be singing, crafts, challah
& juice. Come hang out with our lay
leaders as they teach the tots about Shab-
bat and Jewish holidays through songs
and crafts! 

Grades 9-12
For questions about MaTTY, our High

School Youth Group, please contact
Naomi, at matty@tbemadison.org 

Interfaith Service Project
January 23, 12pm-5:30pm

MaTTY is teaming up with teens from
Midvale Lutheran, Westminster Presby-
terian, and the Islamic Center to support
the Madison community at the Second
Harvest Food Bank. After Second Har-
vest, everyone will return to Temple Beth
El for an interfaith dialogue and a light
meal.

This event is open to all 8th-12th
graders and is free, but we may only have
ten spots available for teens. Please
RSVP by January 17 to Naomi Segal, the
MaTTY advisor, at matty@tbemadison.
org. The sooner you RSVP the better!
Drop off and pick up will be at Temple
Beth El. 

Talmud
Wednesdays, 9am in the Mercaz at
Beth Israel Center

Study Talmud in Hebrew and Aramaic
with Rabbis Joshua and Rebecca Ben-
Gideon. New students are welcome any
time. Contact either Rabbi Ben-Gideon
or subscribe to our e-newsletter for infor-
mation about this year’s topic.

Hebrew Reading Level II
Thursdays, 7pm, at Anna’s home

This class is designed for those inter-
ested in reading Biblical Hebrew through
study of the weekly Torah portion.
Whether beginner or intermediate read-
ers, all levels of knowledge are wel-
comed. Led by Anna Heifetz. Contact the
office to confirm the schedule and loca-
tion. 

Shabbat Services
Every Friday at 5:45pm
Every Saturday at 9:30am

Looking for warm, inspiring, and
egalitarian traditional Shabbat services?

We welcome Shabbat every Friday
around 5:00pm as people begin to gather
and toast the week that was. Lively, song-
filled services begin at 5:45pm. 

Our Shabbat morning worship begins
with P’seukei D’zimra and continues
through Shacharit, Torah service and
Musaf. We join together for a communal
kiddush lunch after services every week.
Children’s services for babies, preschool-
ers, and elementary school age children
begin at 10:30am most weeks. Visitors
are always welcome!

Special Shabbat morning highlights in
January:

*Mirra Blehert will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on January 16.

*Kiddush will have a Tu B’Shevat
theme on January 23.

To receive schedule updates and other
information, subscribe to our e-newslet-
ter or “Like” us on Facebook. For the e-
news, find “Get our E-announcements”
on our website or email office@bethis-
raelcenter.org and ask to be added.

Temple Beth El Beth Israel Center Continued from page 8

CELEBRATE AT THE MADISON CLUB
Creating Memorable Simchas is our Specialty

Contact our Event Sales Managers 
to start planning your event, or to schedule a tour.

608-255-4861

5 E. Wilson Street, Downtown Madison     //     www.madisonclub.org

Impress your guests with award-winning food, an elegant setting,  
lake and capitol views, and impeccable service. 

We have everything it takes to make your event extraordinary! 



This past Hanukkah, students at the
Madison Jewish Community Day School
held the second annual Maccabee
March – a tzedakah project benefiting
children in need. Local partner, The Road
Home, paired day school students with
children who needed holiday gifts.

Maccabee March
Students ran laps for 18 minutes,

spurred on by festive Hanukkah music.
Families donated money to sponsor their
children's marching/running, and volun-
teers kept track of the laps and refreshed

students with water and oranges at a “pit
stop” station.

Thanks to the enthusiasm of Federa-
tion’s Ellen Weismer, this year students
marched not only at school, but also at
the Federation’s Community Mitz-
vahthon, where community members of
all ages could also march and donate sup-
port for the project. 

Making Tzedakah Personal
Students took the money earned

(which totaled over $300) to Target,
where they purchased gifts for children

in need. 
The Road Home sent specific holiday

gift wish lists and ages of those children.
Students knew they were making a gift to
a real and individual person.

Students also wrapped the gifts and
created cards with personal holiday notes
to the recipients.

“I wanted them to experience the
whole process of giving and to under-
stand that there are kids that don’t have
what they are accustomed to having.”
says teacher Marla Becker, who designed
and led the project.

“We wanted them to experience

everything from earning the money (they
ran laps) to going out and actually visit-
ing a store; picking something out with
the money they earned; and bringing it
back and wrapping it up so that it’s a very
personal gift,” she says.

To learn more about Madison Jewish
Community Day School, visit
www.mjcds.com or call (608) 204-9900.
Madison Jewish Community Day School
is an independent, private K-5 school, of-
fering a challenging and inspiring dual
curriculum in both general and Jewish
studies, including daily instruction in He-
brew language. 

Summer, Friendship, Laughter,
Fun…Register for Camp Shalom ON-
LINE on Monday, March 7th!  It does
NOT matter what time of day you reg-
ister.   Registration policies will be
available online.  We will accept reg-
istrations based on a first come, first
served basis according to the date peo-
ple register, starting with March 7th.
Scholarship application deadline will
be Friday, March 18th; you must be
registered for camp before
applying for a scholarship!

Camp Shalom 2016 Dates
• Session I: Monday, June

20-July 8, no camp on July 4 
• Session II: Tuesday, July 11- July

29
• Session III: Tuesday, August 2-12

(Camp Shalom only)

Late-night/ Overnight Dates
The Camp Shalom (K-5) late-night

is a fun evening for Camp families to
get to see the Goodman Campus, meet
the Camp Shalom staff, and see first-
hand what their campers have been
enjoying throughout the summer.

There is no bus service in the after-
noons on the days listed below.  The
campers stay at camp for an afternoon
of special programming, and the fam-
ilies are invited to bring a blanket and
a picnic dinner to share with their
campers.  The 4th and 5th grade

campers are then invited to a fun
sleepover experience.  The
Camp Shalom Noar- Bo-
grim (middle school
campers) leave in the morn-
ing on the dates listed below
for a unique off-site

overnight camping adventure. 
• Session 1: Wednesday, July 6th 
• Session 2: Wednesday, July 27th
• Session 3: Wednesday, August

10th (no overnight)

Updates about special programs
and exciting new additions to our pro-
grams coming soon!

We look forward to making every
day a great day at Camp Shalom
2016!

BETHKEBETHKE
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

25
1.2222

Em
er

ge

ncy
Service 24/7

Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioners
Humidifiers • Duct Cleaning

Preventative Maintenance Plans

bethkeheating.com
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Hanukkah Project Benefits The Road Home
2nd Annual Maccabee March

CAMP
CORNER

25 Weeks

until

Camp Shalom

2016!

Camp Shalom is hiring!
Rewarding and fun…come work at Camp Shalom or Camp Shalom Noar-

Bogrim!  Applications for summer 2016 will be available online on January
15th.

We are looking for enthusiastic, caring, responsible, creative leaders with
innovative ideas and a love for being outdoors! 

Positions available include:
Counselors in Training - This is a volunteer position for those going

into 10th grade.  Fulfill your volunteer requirements in one summer while
learning a lot and working with awesome mentors! 

Junior Counselors - under 18 years old
Senior Counselors - over 18 years old

Senior Counselors with life-
guarding certification 

Specialists - flexible hours or
full-time positions available

for those with experience
facilitating sessions in

yoga, pottery, fine-arts,
performance arts, dance,

graphic design, personal
training, improv and comedy, martial
arts and more

For more information about any of the
positions above or to apply please visit

our website,  www.jewishmadison.org/camp-
shalom 

Join the AWESOME
Camp Shalom Staff!



Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Mention that you are a
MJN reader and receive
10% OFF your order!

Newly opened retail and
outlet store:

$2 OFF for a pound

Promotional Products

Turn your tzoris into a
mitzvah! Call 278-1808 to
donate your used vehicle
to Jewish
Social
Services.

Donate Your Vehicle

www.jewishmadison.org

Check
us outonline!

JewishMadison.org

since 1977 ~ 238-5698

Providing personal service for …
• Invitations • Stationery

• Wedding and Party Consulting
• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
gan@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Israeli Dance

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Square • 274-5255
Willy East • 294-0116  | Willy West • 836-1450

Offering a variety of deli items including
smoked salmon, lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for over 30 years!

Food and Dining

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN SERVICES

when you place your ad in

Madison Jewish News
in print or online.

Contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404
or email: outreach@jewishmadison.org

Advertising

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404 or email outreach@jewishmadison.org

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.org

Welcome to Madison

New Baby?

Yonim Israeli
Dance Troupe
welcomes
all kids
K-12th grade!
For more info contact:

yonim@jewishmadison.org

• Are you new to Madison?
• Are you looking to get more involved in 

Madison’s amazing Jewish community?
• Have you been here for years, but are looking

for a new social circle or activity group?

Shalom Madison is for you! Tiz Goff will
help link you to the Jewish Community
through your interests and availability.

Contact Tiz at outreach@jewishmadison.org
or call 773-620-4404 for more info.

Are you pregnant or recently had a baby?
Would you like to meet other Jewish caregivers

and their little ones ages 02?
Shalom Baby is designed to help Madison

families celebrate the arrival of their
Jewish newborns and welcome them to

the Madison Jewish Community.

For more information on joining a playgroup or
class, or receiving a Shalom Baby gift basket,

contact Tiz Goff at 7736204404 or email
outreach@jewishmadison.org

Education

Camp Shalom

Make Every Day A Great Day,
Join Us for Summer 2016!

Exciting Daily
Programming

for K-9th grade

Hebrew High School for grades 9-12.
Contact Ellen Weismer for information:

program@jewishmadison.org

www.jewishmadison.org
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Starting sundown on December 6, Hillel at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison was illuminated with the
joy and excitement of Chanukah Fest. The eight-day
celebration brought together the wonders of Chanukah
to the UW campus through good food, laughter, light,
and fun. The festivities ranged from candle lighting
each night, to late night latkes, giving the entire campus
remarkable opportunities to celebrate the festival of
lights.

What made Chanukah Fest unique were all of the
opportunities to celebrate in the Hillel building, as well
as outside of the typical Hillel setting. Chanukah Fest
included events like Late Night Latkes in Gordon Com-
mons, where students were offered a free latke meal;
Witte Chanukah Experience that brought Chanukah to
the dorms; and the Statesider Chanukah Party, where
students were able to celebrate the holiday with their
friends, no matter if they were on or off campus.

Hillel’s Chanukah Fest began with candle lighting
on Sunday evening. UW students and Madison com-
munity members gathered together to kick off the hol-
iday by lighting the menorah and eating delicious latkes
and sufganiyot. It was great seeing so many people
under Hillel’s beautiful roof welcoming the festival of
lights.

Naomi Segal, a University of Wisconsin-Madison
senior and a student member of Hillel’s board of direc-
tors from Oak Park, IL, played an active role in plan-
ning December’s Chanukah Fest. Segal focused on
incorporating important Jewish traditions, such as light-

ing candles and saying the blessings, with creative and
engaging ideas for this year’s Chanukah celebration.

“It is important to celebrate Jewish holidays with the
large UW community because it reminds students that
they are not alone in their observance of a holiday,”
Segal said.

Hillel was thrilled to welcome students like Naomi
and the larger UW community to celebrate and partic-
ipate in Chanukah Fest all week long.

Segal explained that when she was a freshman,
“there were only two Jews on my floor and I remember
during Chanukah feeling somewhat isolated and home-
sick. Looking back, I wish I had gone to Hillel for
Chanukah that year because I know that I would have
felt much more at home in Madison. Celebrating the
holidays with a community helps you feel like a part of
something that wants to support you and your beliefs.”

Chanukah Fest gave students the opportunity to ex-
pand on their Jewish experiences at UW-Madison and
catered to all students, regardless of location or reli-
gion. Students lit candles, sang songs, played dreidel,
and of course, ate their weight in gelt, latkes and suf-
ganiyot. Hillel was so proud to bring Judaism, celebra-
tion, and light to all UW-Madison students in such a
meaningful way.

Emmy Saxon, a UW junior from Mendota Heights,
MN, loved being able to celebrate one of her favorite
holidays with so many of her friends and fellow Jewish
Badgers.

“Hillel makes it easy to have a community to cele-
brate with; you can be as festive as you want but there
is no pressure to attend everything. My favorite part of
Chanukah was lighting the menorah with so many of

my friends,” Saxon said. “I’m so happy Hillel gave me
an opportunity to celebrate one of my favorite holi-
days.”

Hillel Celebrates the Festival of Lights with Chanukah Fest
BY SADIE DORF



UPCOMING FAMILY EDUCATION EVENTS
Organized by the Family Education Committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison
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Come join us ...

SUNDAY
JANUARY 24

Seders and Slides, 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
3:30-4:00 p.m. Arrival Activities

4:00 p.m. Tu B’Shvat Seder
5:00-8:00 p.m. Dinner Buffet and Water Park

Join Daniel Gill, Community Shaliach and the Family Ed
Committee for a Tu B’Shvat Seder, buffet dinner and
waterslide fun at Crawdaddy Cove in the Holiday Inn,

Madison West.

SUNDAY
MARCH 13

Hamantashen Baking
Workshop with
Susan Roquitte.

Our annual Hamantashen
bake is always a hit, and

this year we will be
filling, folding and

baking at Temple Beth El.

SUNDAY
MARCH 20

Community Purim
Carnival at

Temple Beth El

Watch for details
coming soon.

Look for
more details

in future editions of the
Madison Jewish News

or check online at
www.JewishMadison.org

Brought to you by the Jewish Federation of Madison’s
Family Education committee

Join us for an afternoon of baking, filling,
folding and fun!

When: Sunday, March 13th 2-4:30PM
Where: Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive

Come for the whole time or just drop by. There will be a
dough-making tutorial from 2-2:30pm and the rest of the
time will be spent filling, folding, baking and packaging.

Learn to bake Hamantashen. Help fill them, fold them, and
bake them to be sold at the community Purim carnival on

Sunday, March 20th at Beth Israel Center.

Get Ready for the
Hamantashen Workshop!

Tu B’Shvat Seder
and Slides

Sunday, January 24, 2016
3:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Crawdaddy Waterpark in Holiday Inn
1109 Fourier Drive, Madison

3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Arrival Activities
4:00 p.m. Tu B’Shvat Seder
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Dinner Buffet and Waterpark
$18/person, $54 max./family
Price includes Tu B’Shvat Seder, dairy dinner (allergy
friendly options available, please note on your regis-
tration), and waterpark passes

Celebrate the Jewish Arbor Day! Join our Community
Shaliach Daniel Gill for an engaging Tu B'Shvat

Seder followed by waterpark fun at the tree-themed
Crawdaddy Cove Water Park.

Contact Ellen
Weismer at
program@

jewishmadison.org
or (608) 278-1808.



THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

JewishMadison.org               

      Jewish-Federation-of-Madison    

@JewishMadison

www.JewishMadison.org

(608) 278-1808

It is with deep satisfaction and an abiding commitment to my community that I sign this declaration so that my intended contribution can provide for future

generations and ensure continuity of services and programs in the Jewish community.

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________ Date _____________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) ___________________________________________________ Email __________________________________________________

❑ I have already included the Jewish Federation of Madison in my estate plan.

❑ I will provide the Jewish Federation of Madison with documentation of my commitment.

❑ I prefer to convey my commitment verbally.

My charitable plan includes:

❑ Bequest in my will ❑ Recommendations from a donor advised fund

❑ Distribution from my trust ❑ Gift of life insurance

❑ Designation from my retirement plan ❑ Other (specify) ________________________

❑ I intend to include the Jewish Federation of Madison in my estate plan and will make this provision during the next ______ months.

Privacy Statement

❑ I prefer to remain anonymous and do not want recognition.

❑ To encourage others to make commitments that will ensure a vibrant future community, I permit my name to be recognized and listed in

printed materials. My name should appear as follows:

Printed Name ____________________________________________________ Please return to:

Jewish Federation of Madison

Signature _______________________________________________________ 6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719

Declaration of Intent
to Create Your
Jewish Legacy

in honor of the Jewish Federation of
Madison’s 75th Anniversary! The
Jewish Federation of Madison is
currently on a campaign to enroll 75
or more members of the community
to indicate their intent to leave a part
of their estate to the Federation.
A non-binding statement of intent is
now available – you can find a link to
it at www.JewishMadison.org or
please use the form below. Please
consider filling out and submitting the
form. Although not binding, it displays
your best intentions. Thanks for
helping us reach our goal of 75 in
honor of our 75th Anniversary!

Be one of the first 75
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Yonim was delighted to participate in
the Jewish Federation of Madison’s Mitz-
vahthon Hanukkah kick-off. Yonim fami-
lies decorated doves (“Yonim” in Hebrew)
to beautify the community and danced in
a flash mob! This impromptu expression
of joy exemplified the Jewish celebration
of lights by animating the audience.
Dancers also participated in the wide
range of mitzvah stations available; they
created snack bags for those in need;
sewed quilts; and helped run a dreidl game
station for children of all ages. Look for
us in your local elementary schools in
February 2016 at our school tour! Contact
Ilana Seidman, yonim@jewishmadison.org
for more information.

During your Open Enrollment period at work, please consider making a tax-advantaged gift to the Jewish Federation of Madison by completing
your Declaration of Intent to Create a Jewish Legacy and naming the Jewish Federation of Madison as a beneficiary of your 401(k) or IRA.

Yonim takes
part in
Mitzvahthon

Purim Carnival is taking place during Spring Break!!
Staycationing  in town? Join us for the fun!

Sunday, March 20th, 2016
Temple Beth El

Stay tuned for more details, volunteers will be needed,
please mark your calendars now and check your emails

for volunteer sign-up information!

Purim Carnival
SAVE THE DATE!



A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison www.jssmadison.org

Jewish Social Services
Welcome Ingrid Reis-Glass, Our
New Volunteer Engagement/
Events & Programs Coordinator

Greetings from Ingrid
Back in the mid-70s, Jewish Social Services in the Chicago area resettled my

family from Ukraine. JSS was instrumental in helping my family to fulfill the
American dream.  Today, I am absolutely thrilled and excited to join the Jewish
Social Services family and its mission of providing compassionate social services
and help for individuals and families.  I am likewise thrilled to be working with
the Jewish community. What I love about Madison is the sense of unity, commu-
nity and inclusion, both within the Jewish community and the broader Madison
community.

Though up to this point I have worked in the Information Technology field,
being of service and sup-
porting others has al-
ways been my purpose.
I sought out opportuni-
ties during my years in
the corporate world
where I enjoyed being of
service to others by lead-
ing and managing soft-
ware development
projects, facilitating a
“Women in Technology”
group, plus involvement
and commitment in ef-
forts to promote diver-
sity & inclusion.   I have
also enjoyed and appre-
ciated volunteering with
a variety of organiza-
tions over the years and
am really excited to be
working with the won-
derful volunteers at JSS.

Jewish Social Services has a wonder-
ful resource library available to you.
There are a wide variety of books on the
broad topics of aging, care giving, end-
of-life, self-help and mental health.  Here
are a couple of examples:

Kitchen Table Wisdom: Stories that
Heal, by Rachel Naomi Remen, M.D.,
“…addresses the spiritual issues of suf-
fering, meaning, love, faith and miracles
in the language and absolute authority of
our own life experience.”

How to Care for Aging Parents, by

Virginia Morris, “…a one-stop resource
on the medical, emotional, legal, and fi-
nancial issues involved in caring for an
elderly parent.”

Fifty Essential Things to Do when the
Doctor Says it’s Cancer,” by Greg Ander-
son, “…an invaluable roadmap to recov-
ery filled with practical, healing ‘action
steps’ that have been used by thousands
of cancer survivors.”

To see what’s available or to borrow a
book, contact JSS at (608) 278-1808.

The Jewish Social Services
Resource Library

JSS would like to thank the 47 volun-
teers, including ten families, who deliv-
ered menorahs for Hanukkah recently.
Thirty-five seniors received menorahs
and visits. Our gratitude goes to David
Barsky, the Berney-Angelina family, The
DiTullio family, Leslie Eisenberg, the
Fleischmann family, the Goldman family,
Steve Goldstein, Jerry Goodman, Stacy
Graff, Ronnie Hess, Dori Kalish-Huza,
the King family, Judy Knupp, the Koby-
larz family, Merilyn Kupferberg, Doug
Olson, Linda Reivitz, the Robbins family,
the Schiff family, Eve Siegel, Jeanne Sil-
verberg, the Sulman-McGrath family,
Jennifer Ullman, Jean Weissburg and the
Wise-Tennenbaum family.

A Big “Thank You” To
Menorah-Delivery Volunteers

On November 30th Jewish Social
Services held its annual meeting. The re-
marks made by Board President Linda
Reivitz follow:

Welcome everyone to this, our annual
meeting in 2015.  As many of you know,
I did have the honor of spending time
here this summer.  I saw a bevy of activ-
ity every day as we had a Levy luncheon;
letters for our Friends campaign went
out, on time; there were discussions, and
more discussions, on space and the future
of this building; we introduced a new
bookkeeper; we began the process of fill-
ing our volunteer coordinator/programs
development position; and, of course,
Dawn Berney began to get her toes wet
as our JSS Executive Director.  I am de-
lighted with her appointment as our
agency’s leader.

Beyond all that, what I learned most
this summer is just how vibrant this or-
ganization is. Staff is often on the phone
or have clients in an office. Or, staff is
coming back from meeting with clients,
or on the way out to see them.  Maybe it
is helping a family with a disabled child.
Maybe it is helping someone who is in
need of Ensure.  Maybe it is accompany-
ing a client to a ceremony in which he be-
comes a US citizen!   Mazel Tov to him,
and to us. (I am not sure there is anything,
which quite measures up to such an
event, if you have not experienced it.)

We do good stuff here!  Now that is a

rather poor, certainly unsophisticated,
way of measuring or evaluating what we
do.  I am sure we will all be hearing more
at our next annual meeting, and undoubt-
edly earlier than that, about how we can
improve our metrics.

I have been giving additional thought
about our future agenda.   It was put in
greater focus for me about a month ago
when I read the following headline:

‘Refugee Task Looming as
Enormous Problem’

The first paragraph of the story read
as follows:

“Where can a million persecuted
[people] and others go now from coun-
tries which seek to get rid of them?  And
where can perhaps another million find
refuge from lands, which in the future
may try to get rid of them? “

I read that headline in the Illinois
Holocaust Museum in Skokie, Illinois.  It
was from the NY Times, dated July 10,
1938.

And, I lied a bit— I’ll call it dramatic
license.  The first line of the story actu-
ally says:  “Where can a million perse-
cuted JEWS go now from countries
which seek to get rid of them.”

The story was about the Evian
(France) Intergovernmental Conference,
which met in 1938. 1938 was a time
when Americans and most others were
reluctant to welcome Jewish refugees
from Germany.  During that conference,
so I’ve learned from scanning the Web,

delegate after delegate rose to express
sympathy for the refugees. But, most
countries, including the US and Britain,
offered various excuses for not letting in
more refugees.  Even efforts in Congress,
to admit 20,000 Jewish children into the
US, were not supported in 1939 and
1940.  All this was after the world knew
about Kristallnacht.

Americans believed refugees would
compete with them for jobs. They be-
lieved refugees would become a burden
to the state and overwhelm programs that
then existed to aid the poor and needy.
Sound familiar?   The article did not say,
of course, that these refugees were mem-
bers of ISIS or presented a security risk-
--but I am sure you see where I am going.

Our reaction, and the reaction of the

delegates from the 32 countries which at-
tended the Evian conference in 1938, al-
lowed the world to turn its back on
millions of Jews whose future was bleak,
to say the least.

So I think part of our agenda for the
next “I-don’t–know- how- many- years”
is to make sure we continue to do what
we are doing. That we continue to give
attention to what is part of the DNA of
JSS.  

We have been there.  
We are obligated to serve refugees,

from anywhere in the world.  Not, as oth-
ers have said before me, because these
refugees are Jewish - but, because we are.
Stay tuned.  We have work to do.

Thank you.

The annual Liesel Blockstein Memo-
rial Lecture, co-sponsored by Jewish So-
cial Services and Temple Beth El, will be
held on Sunday, February 14.  The event
honors the memory of a woman who was
well-known for her work in both the Jew-
ish and wider community, and features,
as a speaker, a Wisconsin woman who
embodies Liesel’s commitment to social
justice and Jewish life. Throughout Sen-
ator Baldwin’s career in public service

she has fought for fairness, equality and
opportunity. In Congress she has been a
strong advocate on the issues of bullying
and suicide among LGBT youth, and
helped lead efforts on hate crimes legis-
lation, marriage equality, “Don’t Ask
Don’t Tell,” and the Employee Non Dis-
crimination Act.

Please look for more information on
the JSS website at http://www.jssmadi-
son.org/.

Liesl Blockstein Memorial Lecture
With Senator Tammy Baldwin

Remarks From Linda Reivitz At The JSS Annual Meeting

Ingrid Reis-Glass
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Volunteer For Jewish Social Services!
Add something special to your life –

Volunteer for
Jewish Social Services.

Volunteer  application at
www.jssmadison.org/
becoming-volunteer

or call (608) 442-4083 for information

Our mission: Our dedication to serv-
ice will improve the quality of life and
maintain the dignity of our clients in a
compassionate and caring atmosphere.
Volunteers will enhance the ability of the
agency to achieve its overall mission. 

Current Volunteer Opportunities
More information at www.jssmadi-

son.org

Designated Shopper – to take a
friendly older woman to do errands once

or twice a month; Hilldale area.

Designated Shopper – to take a
Russian woman shopping monthly; Hill-
dale area.

Bikur Cholim (visiting the sick) –
Opportunities to make brief drop-in vis-
its with several elderly women in mem-
ory care; Verona, Middleton and
southwest Madison.  These visits can be
made when convenient for you.   

Hang out with a Disabled Bears
Fan – A middle-aged man with disabil-
ities living in an east-side nursing home
is a huge Bears fan (sorry, Packers fans!)
and enjoys watching other sports and
TV shows. We are looking for the right
guy to hang out with him a couple of
times a month, watch a Bears game or

other show, and share the experience.  

Driver Connection – Provide rides
to clients for appointments and other
destinations on an as-needed and as-
available basis.  Requires copies proof
of insurance and driver's license plus a
driver's record check, done at our ex-
pense.

Youth Volunteering, Youth Group
Projects and B’nai Mitzvah Projects 

Come talk with us about doing a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah project with Jewish So-
cial Services. There are also opportuni-
ties for older youth and youth groups to
volunteer and contribute to the commu-
nity, develop new skills and have fun.
Contact Ingrid Reis-Glass at (608) 278-
1808 or (608) 442-4083 direct for a
brochure or to discuss doing a mitzvah

project with Jewish Social Services. 

Double your Volunteering Mitzvah
Check with your human resources

department to see whether your com-
pany has a policy of matching employ-
ees’ community volunteer hours with a
monetary donation to the agency for
whom the employee volunteers. What a
great way to enhance the benefits of
your volunteer work!

Deducting Expenses Incurred while
Volunteering

Some expenses incurred during vol-
unteer work are deductible. Volunteers
should keep records and save receipts
for these expenses. Check with your tax
advisor about these deductions. 

Louise Goldstein Honored For Her
Tenure At Jewish Social Services

More than 130 people gathered at Beth Israel Center on Sunday,
December 15, to honor Louise Goldstein for her long tenure at
Jewish Social Services. While Louise has spent the past 13 years
as volunteer coordinator, previously she was also a Jewish Social
Services volunteer and provided medical social work services dur-
ing the Soviet Union refugee resettlement. Louise was serenaded
by the JSS Board of Directors and live music by the White Birch
Ensemble. Thank you, Louise, for all that you’ve done for our
community.

Jewish Social Services
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Jewish Education
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Midrasha Winter Wrap-Up

Zach Galin, from Galin Education, talks with Midrasha parents about preparing students to
apply to college.

When 8th-12th grade students sign-up
to participate in Midrasha Hebrew High
School they get more than just a Jewish
Education!  The Midrasha committee
works to bring special programs and
workshops to help high schoolers and
their families navigate the 5 busy years
they spend in our program.  This fall
Zach Galin from Galin Education came
to Midrasha to talk with families about

getting ready to apply to college, Jewish
life on campus, financial aid and the ap-
plication process.  It was two hours
packed with important and valuable in-
formation!

Midrasha Hebrew High School
wrapped up this semester with a fun cel-
ebration.  Each of the Jewish Studies
classes did a short presentation to show
the rest of the student body what they

learned over the semester.  There were
tri-fold displays, short videos, lip-dubs
and oral presentations.  One of the classes
even sent around a petition they are plan-
ning to submit to request for the city of
Madison to recognize April as Genocide
Awareness month.  Following the presen-
tations the students celebrated Hanukkah
by decorating donuts, taking photos and
eating latkes.  

Spring semester will begin on
Wednesday, January 27th at Temple Beth
El.  Sunday Hebrew classes will begin on
January 31st and will be at Beth Israel
Center.  It’s not too late to join Midrasha,
for more information please contact Ellen
Weismer, program@jewishmadison.org.



The Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool has created a special program with
experienced teacher Liron Weiss. Liron has a B.Ed. in physical education and
brings in her rich experiences as a Reggio Emilia preschool teacher and her love
for movement and music! Come experience ‘The Shabbat Feeling’ with your child
every Friday!

This one-of-a-kind program is designed to ignite children’s passion for music
and movement while looking at the world around them and experiencing Jewish
values and traditions. Repetition of familiar tunes, dances, and books will stimu-
late children’s musical ability. Through engaging activities we will learn each
other’s names and watch as children’s language skills increase through singing
and vocal play. Through favorite finger plays and lap bouncing or jumping, we
will laugh together and explore new ways to interact with our children. We will
always use instruments and props during class and discover old and new ways to
utilize those props, encouraging hand-eye coordination and boosting our chil-
dren’s creative minds! We will end the class with some favorite Shabbat songs
and enjoy a delicious homemade challah provided by Gan HaYeled.

This great class will enhance bonding between the child and caregiver while
encouraging the discovery of sounds, movement and textures, all in a full hour
of pure growing, learning and joy!

Program Details:
Fridays, 9:15 to 10:15 am
Dates: January 22 through March 11 (Winter Session); April 1 through May

27 (Spring Session). No class April 29.
Cost: $150 for both sessions or $80 for Winter Session (additional fee of $40

for participating siblings); $80 for Spring Session (additional fee for participating
siblings). *Price includes an age-appropriate musical instrument.

For more information, contact Rachel at gan@jewishmadison.org, or register
online at JewishMadison.org.

TunesSchmooze

Learn and Grow with Schmooze & Tunes Ivrit B’Kef (Hebrew Fun)
Time for Hebrew, time for FUN!!!

Kindergarten – 2nd graders are invited to join
Daniel Gill, our community Shliach, on a fun

adventure through the Hebrew language. Daniel
will lead the students in 18 exciting sessions of

exploring the letters of the Aleph Bet and
developing reading and writing skills through
structured lessons, arts and crafts, movement
and more!  No Hebrew language experience is

necessary, all levels welcome.

Dates: Tuesdays, January 19 – May 24
(no class on March 22nd)

Time: 3:45 pm – 5:30 pm
$320 for your first student, $300 for any

additional children
Please register by January 10

Registration is available at
www.jewishmadison.org. For more information

please contact Ellen Weismer,
program@jewishmadison.org

Jewish Education
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Look What’s Happening at Gan HaYeled Preschool!

Time to Register for
Gan HaYeled Preschool!!

It’s time to register for Gan
HaYeled Preschool!! Registration for
the 2016-2017 school year begins
Monday, February 1, 2016.

Gan HaYeled provides:
• Dedicated, highly qualified

teachers
• Play-based educational learning

opportunities
• An emphasis on building positive

Jewish identities and strong connec-
tions to the Jewish community

• Enrichment programs emphasiz-
ing music, creative movement, and
gross motor skills

• Flexible scheduling including ex-
tended care options from 7:30 a.m.
until 5:30 p.m.

• A strong internal community and
chances for the entire family to get in-
volved through committees, potluck
dinners, parenting workshops and

more
Stop by between 9:30 and 11 a.m.

on  January 24 for our open house or
schedule a tour today, to see for your-
self why so many families choose Gan
HaYeled!  Registration information
and forms can be found on our web-
site: http://www.jewishmadison.org/
hilde-l-mosse-gan-hayeled-preschool.

Contact Rachel for more informa-
tion at gan@jewishmadison.org, or
608-278-1808 extension 4075.

GAN HAYELED OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2016

Please stop by between 9:30 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. and chat with teachers from all of
the classrooms; have a little nosh and learn
about our school.

Learn more about all that Gan has to
offer! 

For more information, please contact
Rachel Sauer at gan@jewishmadison.org
or at 278-1808.

The Bet Class loves
playing with the new

Play-Doh and toys.

Working hard in Dalet.

Gimel is searching for Dreidels
in the shredded potatoes.

Introducing the King and Queen
of Latkes, Benny and Orly.

Thank you to our Latke
Makers, Dorothy, Rinat
and Shanee.

The Bet class went for a walk in the woods.

Cora, Hephzi, Talya, Sydney and
Avner are having fun during Late
Care.

Rachel Pinkesz plays a game with the
Gimel class.

Adam, Nitzan, Solly and Hephzi love
building with the new blocks.



The Published Story About Escape From The Soviet Gulag: True or False?
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A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison A Senior Adult Program of Jewish Social Services

Lechayim     Lights
Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman

January 2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Madison Jewish News/19

Lechayim is cancelled when the Madison Metropolitan School
District closes schools due to inclement weather. Listen to the radio,
check a local TV channel or the Internet for school closings. If Madison
schools are open but we think Lechayim should be cancelled, we’ll
decide by 8:00 a.m., contact those with reservations for Lechayim and
post the cancellation on our website.

Lechayim Snow Day Policy

January
Lechayim Calendar

Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions provides door-to-door service for $1 round trip, payable

to the driver. Contact Ingrid Reis-Glass at (608) 278-1808, (608) 442-4083
(direct) or ingrid@jssmadison.org by 2:00 pm the preceding Friday. Wheel-
chair accessible vehicles are available upon request. Please contact us if you
need to cancel a ride.

Making Lechayim Reservations
• When you check in at Lechayim, sign up for the following week.
• Call Ingrid Reis-Glass at (608) 278-1808 or (608) 442-4083 (direct) or

email ingrid@jssmadison.org by 12:00 p.m. on the preceding business day.
• Reservations cannot be taken after noon on Fridays or over the weekend.
• If you didn’t make a reservation but would like to come, call Ingrid

before 10:00 a.m. on Monday to see if there have been cancellations.
• We regret that we are unable to guarantee a meal for last minute reser-

vations or walk-ins.

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus at Temple Beth El, 2702
Arbor Drive. Contact Ingrid Reis-Glass at (608) 278-1808, (608)
442-4083 (direct) or ingrid@jssmadison.org no later than 12:00 pm
the preceding Friday. A vegetarian or strictly kosher option is
available with a reservation. If you are over age 60, a minimum
donation of $4.00 is suggested, but please only pay what you can
afford. The cost of the meal is $7.50 for those under age 60. 

MANY THANKS TO BLUE PLATE CATERING FOR
PROVIDING OUR KOSHER-STYLE MEALS!

Monday, January 4
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Hearty Fish Chowder with French Bread Crostini,

Steamed Green Beans, Grape Cluster, Belgian
Mini-Pastries

1:00-2:00 Donald Folberg, “Jews in American Military Service”

Monday, January 11
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Mongolian Beef & Broccoli, Brown Rice, Melon

Slice, Almond Cookie
1:00-2:00 Prof. Tal Elmaliach, “The American-Jewish Dream

of Progressive Israel: An Historical Overview”

Monday, January 18, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
Lechayim does not meet

Monday, January 25,  Lechayim commemorates the birthday of 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Oven-Fried Chicken Breasts, Roasted Root

Vegetables, Orange Slices, Fruit Turnover
1:00-2:00 Bill Baldon, “Restorative Justice”

Next month’s dates
February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Do you  need an “oddjobber” to do a few small but necessary
chores for you? Jewish Social Services volunteers can help!
Contact Ingrid Reis-Glass at (608) 278-1808, (608) 442-4083
(direct) or email ingrid@jssmadison.org.

Need an “Oddjobber”?

Important Phone Numbers
AARP ..........................................................................866-448-3611
Access to Independence ..............................................608-242-8484
ADRC..........................................................................608-240-7400
Alzheimers’ & Dementia Alliance ..............................608-232-3400
Area Agency on Aging ................................................608-261-9930
Dane County Veteran’s Service...................................608-266-4158
Domestic Abuse Intervention Service .........................608-251-4445
Elder Abuse & Neglect Hotline...................................608-261-9933
Independent Living .....................................................608-274-7900
Jewish Social Services ................................................608-278-1808
Madison Senior Center................................................608-266-6581
MSCR..........................................................................608-204-3000
Metro Paratransit Reservations ...................................608-266-4466
PLATO ........................................................................608-262-5823
RSVP Driver Escort ....................................................608-238-7787
Safe Communities .......................................................608-441-3060
SAIL............................................................................608-230-4321
Social Security Administration....................................866-770-2262
Transit Solutions..........................................................608-294-8747
West Madison Senior Coalition...................................608-238-7368
West Madison Senior Center.......................................608-238-0196

✁
For changes, updates or new information about

any Jewish Social Services program,
check our website at

www.jssmadison.org



We’ll start 2016 on Monday,
January 4, by hearing from one
of our own, Lechayim participant
Donald Folberg, when he presents
“Jews in American Military
Service.” Jewish Americans have
served in the United States armed
forces dating
back to before
the colonial
era, when
Jews served
in militias of
the Thirteen
C o l o n i e s .
Jewish mili-
tary personnel
have served
in all branches of the armed forces
and in every major armed conflict
to which the United States has
been involved. The Jewish Chap-
lains Council estimated that there
are currently 10,000 known Jew-
ish servicemen and servicewomen
on active duty.  A number of Jew-
ish American servicemen have
gained fame due to their military

service, and many have received
awards and decorations for distin-
guished service, valor or heroism.
More than twenty Jewish service-
men have been awarded the mili-
tary’s highest award, the Medal of
Honor. 

Born in Milwaukee a year or so
before World War II, Donald’s
family moved to Detroit in 1949.
After several moves he came to
Madison in 1978 with his wife
Suzanne. As the father of seven
children, 13 grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren, he some-
times refers to himself as an acci-
dental patriarch. He has been in
sales and marketing, and is cur-
rently retired but not idle. As a
hobby he has studied Jewish his-
tory and will share some of his in-
terests.

On Monday, January 11, we
will hear from Tal Elmaliach, a
Post-Doctoral fellow of the Israel
Institute at the University of Wis-
consin–Madison.  He will discuss

“The American-Jewish Dream of
Progressive Israel: An Historical
Overview,” a look at how progres-
sive American Jewish organiza-
tions of the mid-twentieth century
tried to influence the development
of Israeli society. Tal Elmaliach
wrote his doctoral thesis, which
deals with the kibbutz movement
of HaShomer Hatzair and the
MAPAM political party during the
years 1956-1977, at Haifa Univer-
sity, Israel. He has published a
book and a number of articles on
this subject. 

Jewish Social Services is closed
on Monday, January 18, in com-
memoration of the birthday of
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Lechayim will not meet.  

The YWCA in Madison is
“dedicated to eliminating racism,
empowering women, and promot-
ing peace, justice, freedom and
dignity for all.” The goal of their
Restorative Justice program is to
keep “… students of color en-
gaged in their school communities
by reducing suspensions and ex-

pulsions.” Bill Baldon, an attorney
who is now a Restorative Justice
Manager at the YWCA, coordi-
nates restorative justice programs
in local middle schools, commu-
nity centers and with the city. On
Monday, January 25, Bill will
describe what Restorative Justice
is, how it’s being used in Madison,
and its connections to Jewish tra-
ditions. This
should be a
very informa-
tive and inter-
esting way to
c o m m e m o -
rate the birth-
day of the
Rev. Martin
Luther King,
Jr.

Bill Baldon describes himself
as “…a husband, and a father of
two.”  He coaches youth baseball
and soccer, enjoys hunting morels,
fishing for trout and baking.  He is
passionate about the YWCA’s
mission to eliminate racism and
empower women.

About our Programs
Lechayim Lights
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Bill BaldonDonald Folberg

Hanukkah at Lechayim To see more photos:

Don Folberg, First Candle Myrna Williamson, Second Candle Milt Rosenberg, Third Candle Bezalel Haimson and Louise Goldstein, Fourth Candle

Ingrid Reis-Glass and Dolores Salganick,
Fifth Candle

Mindy and Alene Wiseman, Sixth Candle Stacy Graff, Seventh Candle Julie Swedarsky, Eighth Candle

Scenes from Lechayim Photos by Eve Siegel



Transitions
Happy January Birthday

Abe Landsman
Anita Parks

Betsy Haimson
Bezalel Haimson
Fran Culbertson

Ginny Graff

Hilary Blue
Ike Lewis

Jeff C. Levy
Judy Nelson-Stern
Julie Swedarsky

Lucille Lapin

Rob Greenberg
Rosalind Levin
Sally Jamison

Violetta Bartashchuk

Mazel Tov
To Fay Nager, on the birth of her great-granddaughter,

Shoshana Nager

Best Wishes for your Wellness
Roberto Gonzales

Bon Voyage, Welcome Back
Ginny Graff, Florida

Merilyn Kupferberg, Florida
Barb Swerin, Florida and Dallas

Lorna Kniaz, Galapagos 

Condolences
To the family of Jules Newman

To the family of Jim (Estelle Katz) Rissman

The next Wisconsin
Society of Pharmacy
Students Health Assess-
ment will be at
Lechayim in February,
from 11:00-12:00, with the date
and topic to be announced.  The

student pharmacists are
supervised by registered
pharmacists and will be
available to meet with
you individually to dis-

cuss your questions and concerns.

Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings, with wine donated by
Frank Liquor, includes candle lighting, challah, singing and
discussion. 

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Attic Angel Place.
Music by Les Goldsmith and with the assistance of Angel
Volunteers.
March 4, May 6

Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of Jewish Social Services and Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community. Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
with assistance from UW students through the UW-Hillel
Foundation.
February 12, March 11

Oakwood West at 4:00 in the Oaks Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Oakwood Village
University Woods. With the assistance of JSS volunteers and
music by Paul Grossberg
January 15, February 5, March 18

ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS: If you are going to be in one
of these locations during your rehabilitation, you are welcome
to attend.

From the 2015 White House
Conference on Aging 

Are you worried about your
driving skills? Are you uncomfort-
able when a friend or family mem-
ber gets behind the wheel to drive?
The National Institute of Aging’s
“Older Drivers Age Page” de-
scribes common concerns and of-
fers safety tips and resources:

• Read about the effect of stiff
joints and muscles, vision and
hearing changes, and slower reac-
tion times on driving safety.

• Find out about dementia and

driving ability.
• Learn what to do if you have

concerns about an older driver,
and get tips for “the talk” about
giving up driving.

Read online or order free copies
of Older Drivers and get more in-
formation from www.NIHSe-
niorHealth.gov/

• Worried about an older driver?
Get tips for safety & learn when to
have “the talk.” http://go.usa.gov/
3h8PY 

• Get tips to keep you safe be-
hind the wheel at http://go.usa.
gov/3h8PY

Older Drivers – Get Tips
for Safety on the Road

from
Jewish Social

Services!
JSS volunteers visit seniors who are new to Madison, bringing
a gift bag with information, treats and a few surprises.  Contact
Ingrid Reis-Glass at 608-442-4083 or ingrid@jssmadison.org
to request a visit. Our thanks to Maurie’s Fine Chocolates and

Bagels Forever for supporting this program.

Lechayim Lights
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Pharmacy Students Provide
Monthly Health Assessments

Her work habits are legendary, as
is the strength of her compassion.
Her workday was rarely from 9 to
5, as one would expect. There were
many times when she sat through
the night rather than leave the bed-
side of a person in need. The fabric
of Francie Smith Saposnik’s career
is interwoven with generations of
Madisonians and the UW social
work students she taught.

Years ago I heard her tell a story
which she heard as a
child and which gives
insight into her pow-
erful calling. In a re-
cent interview I asked
her to retell the story.
Sometimes a story
heard as a child rests
in the mind and heart
and can influence the
direction a life takes.

The story begins
with Francie’s mater-
nal grandparents: her
grandfather was the
first to leave the poverty and
pogroms of Romania for America.
When he earned enough for tickets,
his wife, Francie’s namesake,
Bubba Fruma, followed with their
three children. “One was my
mother, who was about seven and
remembered the trip vividly.”

“They traveled by ship on a tur-
bulent sea. Fruma befriended a
woman who was traveling with her
little boy. When she became ill with
extreme seasickness, Fruma took
the frightened child under her wing
and cared for him along with her
own. The mother died before reach-

ing America.”
Without a sponsor on the ship, the

child was destined to be sent back
to Europe. When they came to Ellis
Island, Fruma gazed into the wel-
coming crowd below and spotted
her husband on the dock. He was
approaching the officer who ques-
tioned each person as to the number
of children in their arriving family.
“She ran to the railing and called
out, “Zugt fier (say four).” His eyes
widened in shock, and his mouth
fell open, but he dutifully turned to

the officer and said,
‘Four.’” One can
only imagine what
he thought since he
knew he had left his
wife several years
before with only
three children! After
they were all al-
lowed in, Fruma was
able to locate the
boy’s family and de-
liver him into their
arms. 

What enables a
person to find such a depth of
caring?

Looking back into family history
often sheds light on the source.
Francie grew up hearing this story,
and the seeds of her devotion to
others took root. Knowing it was a
risk; Fruma committed a quiet act
of civil disobedience to help others!
Francie grew up knowing that it
was obligatory to help others each
day of one’s life.

Long hours and selfless generos-
ity are the hallmarks of her service
at JSS, and our community has
been the beneficiary.

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Francie Smith Saposnik

(Photo by Pamela Philips Olson)

Spotlight:
Francie Smith Saposnik



Happy New Year everyone!
This is time of the year when we cel-

ebrate the Gregorian New Year.
January is named after Janus, the god

of beginnings and transitions. Accord-
ing to Roman mythology, he had two
faces, one turns to the past and the other
to the future. It’s a good time to end a
year and start a new one. As a commu-
nity, we also like to reflect on what we
did in the previous month. This is the
purpose of the monthly newspaper,
right?

The month of December started with
Hanukkah. We had the Community
Hanukkah Mitzvahthon where children
and parents wrote notes for the Western
Wall (these notes arrived at the Kotel in
just two days, a Hanukkah miracle!!).
We helped our Midrasha students plan
final projects for the semester. And the
Project Tzeva participants (a P2G arts
initiative), prepared beautiful mosaic
candleholders.

For Shirly and me, it is a first to start
a New Year in the middle of winter.
However, we looked a little deeper into
the history of the calendar’s creation
and learned that it was created based on
agriculture. It may be surprising to
learn, but the original Roman calendar
did not include the months of January

and February. At that time, their
lifestyle was so focused on agriculture
that it seemed unnecessary to include
the barren months of winter.

It was only around 713 BC, when,
King Numa Pompilius, added the
months of January and February. How-
ever, the Gezer calendar, found 20 miles
from Jerusalem, dated to the 10th-cen-
tury BCE and written in Hebrew, has
January and February listed as the late
sowing months of the agricultural sea-
son.

Therefore, the Land of Israel, in a
much earlier period, was already refer-
encing agricultural activity during the
winter months. Maybe it was important
for the people to connect the whole year
to the land..

Judaism has always connected the
land of Israel with agriculture. The land
of Israel was blessed with seven
species, “a land of wheat and barley,
and vines and fig trees and pomegran-
ates; a land of olive trees and honey
(dates)” (Deuteronomy 8:6-8). In He-
brew they are: Katzir: harvest of wheat
and barley; Batzir: grapes; Ariah: figs;
Asif: pomegranate; Gadid: dates;
Masik: olives.

This month we will be preparing to
celebrate the harvest and agricultural
months in Israel when we celebrate Tu
B’Shevat. Israel is the only country that
ended the 20th century with more trees

then when it started! Moreover, Israel is
leading the way on the use of technol-
ogy in agriculture, and is one of the
world’s major advisors on agricultural
growth in desert conditions.

We know that many of you will be
travelling to Israel this year and we cre-
ated a list of places you should visit to
learn more about the agriculture in
Israel. Cut and save for your next trip to
Israel☺!

1. If you are in the South, visit the
Central-and Northern-Arava Research
and Development Center, established in
1986. Here you will learn that the desert
creates 65% of Israel's exports of veg-

etables and about 10% of the cut flower
exports. 

2.  If you are near Jerusalem visit Ein
Yael to see an idyllic mix of nature and
history. The museum is located outdoor
across the valley from the Biblical Zoo.
As you enter you can visit an ancient
Roman Street and enjoy fun workshops
like fresco, basket weaving and instru-
ment making.

3. If you are up north and interested
in organic farming, try one of the tours
given by Guy Organic or Eco Israel
Tours. Learn how organic farming is
emerging in Israel and impacting mod-
ern Israeli agriculture.

Israel    Worldand
the

From the Mid-east to the Mid-west
BY DANIEL GILL AND SHIRLY RAIZ

Community Shlichim/Israel Program Specialists
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Making beautiful mosaic candle holders at the Project Tzeva Event.



Go to the Source: Websites about Israel
For questions on how to support Israel and information about what is happening,

please contact our Israeli Shlichim: Daniel, Jewish Federation of Madison Shliach
at Israel@JewishMadison.org and Shirly, UW Hillel Israel Fellow at Israel
Fellow@UWHillel.org

To learn more about what is happening in Israel you can view these websites:
http://www.JewishMadison.org
http://www.timesofisrael.com
http://www.ynetnews.com
http://www.haaretz.com
http://www.jpost.com
http://www.iba.org.il/world

Connecting with Israel
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For the fourth year in a row, the Chi-
nese Jewish community met to discuss a
vast selection of educational topics --
ranging from Jews living in occupied
Shanghai to “Gematria for Dummies” --
at the Limmud conference in Beijing.

Organized by Kehillat Beijing and

sponsored by JDC, the event featured 25
workshops focused on learning and
strengthening Jewish communal bonds in
China, which is estimated to have about
2,500 Jews, largely expatriates.

“I love what Limmud has done to the
identity of Asia’s Jews,” said Stacy

Palestrant, an entrepreneur and mother of
three. “It’s really nice to see how bonded
we have become.”

Plans are already underway for Lim-
mud’s 2016 edition.

“The JDC (Joint Distribution Com-
mittee, a partner agency of the Jewish

Federation of Madison and the Jewish
Federations of North America), helped
Jewish refugees in China during World
War II and is now helping to building  the
Jewish expatriate community in China,”
said Danny Pins, JDC’s chief financial
officer for Africa and Asia.

Building Community in Jewish China

JDC Responds to the South Asia Earthquake
In the wake of a powerful 7.5 magni-

tude earthquake in South Asia – impact-
ing Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan –
JDC has made two emergency grants to
partners who will provide medical and
emergency aid in India, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan.

In addition to the grants to the All
India Disaster Mitigation Institute and In-
ternational Blue Crescent, experts from
our Disaster Relief and India teams are
consulting with local and global partners
to assess damage as the situation unfolds
and ensure survivors’ immediate needs
are addressed. Donations can be made at
www.jdc.org/southasiaearthquake.  

“As we anxiously await details on the
tragic loss of life and extent of the dam-
age in South Asia, we are drawing on our

vast experience, network of partners, and
standing presence in the region to deploy
a speedy Jewish response that ensures re-
lief to survivors at their time of need,"
CEO Alan H. Gill said.

The earthquake hit northeastern
Afghanistan near the Pakistani border
and caused large tremors in India, Pak-
istan, and Kyrgyzstan. News reports sug-
gest widespread damage and a growing
death toll.

JDC provides immediate relief and
long-term assistance to victims of natural
and manmade disasters around the globe,
including Nepal, the Philippines, Haiti,
Japan, and South Asia after the Indian
Ocean Tsunami, and continues to rebuild
infrastructure and community life in dis-
aster-stricken regions.

JDC’s disaster relief programs are
funded by special appeals of the Jewish
Federations of North America and tens of
thousands of individual donors to JDC.

JDC coordinates its relief activities with
the U.S. Department of State, USAID,
Interaction, and the United Nations.

For more details about how to leave
a bequest, please contact

Dina Weinbach,
608-278-1808 x4070

or email: dina@jewishmadison.org.

Here’s an easy way to make a charitable gift
that costs you nothing today:

INCLUDE A BEQUEST TO THE
JEWISH FEDERATION OF MADISON

IN YOUR WILL
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Your Gift to the Jewish Federation
of Madison Made A Difference!

Tzedakah means “righteous giving” in Hebrew. Performing the mitzvah of tzedakah is one of the
central pillars of Jewish tradition. In Judaism, tzedakah is much more than an act of generosity;

it’s an obligation and is part of seeking a just world.

Your contribution helps support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs, as well as rescue,
relief, and development programs in Israel and 70 other countries, including the Former Soviet Union,

Eastern and Central Europe, Latin America, and Africa.

For our children
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Camp Shalom
Chug Ivrit/After-School Hebrew Club
The Madison Jewish Community Day School
Midrasha Hebrew High School

For our college students
Hillel at the University of Wisconsin
Taglit-Birthright Israel
Chabad at the University of Wisconsin

For our individuals & families
Jewish Social Services
Jewish Education Teacher Training 
Jewish family educational & social programs

For our worldwide community
Jewish Agency for Israel
America Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
World ORT

For our local community
The Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish

Community Campus
The Goodman Aquatic Center
The Minkoff Center
Madison Jewish News monthly newspaper
Community Shaliach/Israel Program Specialist
Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe
Yom Hashoah Annual Holocaust Memorial

Program
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Israel Independence Day

Annual Celebration
Hava Nagila Annual Community Picnic
Community Relations Committee
Partnership Together (P2G)
Community Outreach
One Happy Camper
Passport Grants

Gan HaYeled Registration Begins
February 1 for 2016-17 School Year

Register for Camp Shalom
ONLINE on Monday, March 7

Dreaming of sunny days filled with swimming, laughter, friends, music, art,
sports and more? Camp Shalom is for children entering kindergarten through
ninth grade. Registration will begin on Monday, March 7, 2016.  It does NOT
matter what time of day you register. Registration policies will be available
online. We will accept registrations based on a first come first served basis
according to the date people register, starting with March 7th.

Please visit www.JewishMadison.
org and follow the directions for on-
line registration. If you have ques-
tions before registration begins,
please contact campshalom@jewish
madison.org.

If you will not be able to register
online, please contact the Jewish
Federation of Madison IN AD-
VANCE to request the registration
materials.

Please email, call, fax or write to:
Camp Shalom, 6434 Enterprise
Lane, Madison, WI  53719-1117
608-278-1808 (phone)
608-278-7814 (fax)
campshalom@jewishmadison.org
www.JewishMadison.org

Gan HaYeled will begin enrolling students for the 2016-2017 school year start-
ing February 1st.  If you would like to take a tour of our school or have any ques-
tions, please contact Rachel Sauer at gan@jewishmadison.org or call
608-278-1808. Registration information will be posted at www.JewishMadison.org
on February 1, 2016.
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