
What is Shabbat 75?  Shabbat 75 is a
special night where the Madison Jewish
community will celebrate by asking 75
community members to host Shabbat
dinner.

How do I participate in Shabbat 75?
You participate by committing to cele-
brate Shabbat on April 24th.
Create an evening that fits
your life. It could be kid
friendly or gourmet, pot
luck or pizza. Invite
friends and family and keep
the celebration short, simple, small
and intimate or open your home to a
larger group and even consider including
someone that you don’t know who is
looking for a place and people with
whom to celebrate.  Be creative and
enjoy the occasion.

Why is this Shabbat different from all
other Shabbats?  Because with Shabbat
75 we celebrate all that is beautiful about
Judaism and all that is beautiful about the
Jewish community that has been created

in Madison.
Join Us! Shabbat 75 will be held on

April 24th and registration materials are
available at JewishMadison.org. Please
register on-line so that we can keep track
of how many homes are hosting Shabbat
and if you are willing to include other

members of our community
looking for a place to cel-

ebrate. The first 75 host
homes to register will

receive a prayer book,
recipes from around the

community and a Shabbat candle
lighting kit. Also, you may register online
to be a guest in someone else’s home for
Shabbat 75.

A Jewish Federation of Madison In-
novation Grant made this event possible.

For more information, contact Tiz
Goff, Jewish Community Outreach Co-
ordinator at 773-620-4404 or email her at
outreach@jewishmadison.org.
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Shabbat 75 – A Special Celebration
of the 75th Anniversary of the
Jewish Federation of Madison 

Has your family lived in
Madison for the last 75 years?

If so, please let us know. We are
looking to identify as many

families as possible that have
roots in Madison reaching back
to 1945 or before. If your family
fits this description, please drop

us an email or give us call.
lkaplan@jewishmadison.org

or call 608-442-4076

Seeking Long-Time
Madison Residents

Shabbat 75

Save the Date for the Hava Nagila
Jewish Community Picnic!

The Hava Nagila Jewish Community
Picnic will be held on

Sunday, June 28th
from 10:30am1:30pm

at the Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
Jewish Community Campus in Verona.

Plan to come and join us at this
wonderful community summer event!

Mark your calendar and watch your
email and www.JewishMadison.org for

more information.

Community Yom HaShoah
Service and Program

Yom HaShoah service immedi-
ately followed by a special commu-
nity program with guest speaker Guy
Raz as he presents the story of his ex-
hibition LIGA TEREZIN.  During the
program he will tell the story of how
this exhibit came to be.  We will learn
the history of Liga Terezin, a soccer
league that was formed in the ghetto
of Theresienstadt. We will see photo-

graphs, videos of survivor’s testimo-
nials and learn about this artist and his
experience creating this exhibit.

ABOUT THE EXHIBIT:
Art exhibition LIGA TEREZIN

focused on the link between past and
future memory. The role of an artist is
to participate in the current relay race
aimed at passing the memory baton
from the past to the future in order to
prevent the oblivion. The exhibition’s
point of origin was love for the game
of soccer taking place all over the

Wednesday, April 15th
7:00 p.m.

Beth Israel Center

Challahgrams –
A Special Way to
Show Someone
That You Are
Thinking of Them

(Continued on page 4)

You have heard of telegrams and
candy-grams.  Well in Madison, you can
send a challahgram.  On April 17th, vol-
unteers from the Jewish Federation of
Madison will be delivering challahgrams.
Send a freshly baked kosher challah with
a note to let someone know that you are
thinking of them.  It’s a great way to say
“Shabbat Shalom” or “I love seeing you
at services” or “thanks for driving car-
pool this week”.  Whatever your mes-
sage, we will include it with your challah
to create the perfect challahgram. 

Any community member that has
more than one challah purchased for
them will only receive one challah.  They
will receive the messages from all those
thinking of them, but the additional chal-
lahs will be used to brighten the day of
our seniors, newcomers to Madison or
community members that we know of
that could use a little cheer.

While we understand that many peo-
ple might need delivery service, we en-
courage you to pick up your challahgram
and deliver it personally.  Leave it as sur-
prise on their doorstep, or take the oppor-
tunity to stop and wish them a very
personal Shabbat Shalom.  

A Jewish Federation of Madison Inno-
vation Grant made this event possible.
Challahgrams cost $6 and are pareve and

(Continued on page 10)



SILVER SPONSOR

JewishMadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community
Three annual sponsorship opportunities available:
Platinum $10,000     Gold $5,000     Silver $2,500

Website sponsorship offers you the opportunity to promote your business among
our community’s 6,000 members. In addition to a good business opportunity, you’ll be
supporting vital services that serve both the Jewish and general community. 

The Jewish Federation of Madison website serves as the central information source for
the entire Jewish community. More than 2,000 individuals visit JewishMadison.org each
month. Members of other Jewish communities who are planning to move to Madison
also depend on the Federation website for information about where to live, work, and
shop.

As a Federation website business sponsor, you’ll receive the following recognition
in appreciation of your support:

■ Your business name and logo will be prominently displayed on the Jewish
Federation website homepage. Your business logo will also link to your website.
■ Your business will be featured in an individual recognition announcement in every

issue of the Madison Jewish News, which has a monthly circulation of 2,600 households
and 6,000 individuals. The announcement will be given preferred placement and run in
full color in the first few pages of the newspaper. The announcement will also include a
photo of your choice, which you can change as often as you choose.
■ You’ll be invited as our guest to the Federation Annual Dinner, our November event

attended by our community’s leaders. You’ll also receive complimentary passes for the
5,500 square-foot Goodman Aquatic Center pool.

Extra benefits for Platinum and Gold sponsors:
At the platinum level, your business will receive exclusive sponsorship rights for the

entire website within your business category. Therefore, your organization will be the
only website sponsor within your area of business.

At the platinum and gold levels, your business will receive larger logo displays on the
website homepage and larger newspaper recognition announcements.

Promote your business by becoming a Federation website sponsor

For information about becoming a website sponsor,
contact Tiz Goff, Community Outreach Coordinator,

773-620-4404 or outreach@jewishmadison.org

Become
a sponsor

today!

Madison Computer Works
Fast on-site and in-store service

Desktop, notebook & tablet sales

Data backup & recovery
Malware protection & removal

Wireless networks and routers

Notebook repairs & upgrades

Ph: 608.231.8000      Fax:  608.231.8019
353 Island Drive        Madison, WI 53705
       www.madisoncomputerworks.com

M

M

M

M

M

M

Network setup & troubleshootingM

Cisco Select Certified PartnerM

info@madisoncomputerworks.com

Cloud integration & security

Microsoft® Office 365 SMB Champion

M

M

317 E. Wilson Street, Madison • 608.255.8998
670 S. Whitney Way, Madison • 608.274.5575

www.rubinsfurniture.com



jewishmadison.org   PLATINUM SPONSOR

BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

BMO Harris Bank is proud to support the Jewish Federation of Madison. 

Community.
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Yom Ha’Atzmaut
2015!

Israeli food, music and
love! What can be better!

For more information
contact:

Racheli Komar Aziz
608-669-8042

israel@jewishmadison.org

Wednesday, April 22: From Remembrance to Independence! Israeli 
movie – A New Home In Heavens, discussion and sing-along at
Temple Beth El. 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 23: Young adults in Madison meet their Israeli peers. 
Barbecue with Israeli young adults at Hillel. 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 26: Oh! The Places You’ll Go! A family fun celebration of
Israel at Vilas Park Shelter, rain or shine. 11:45 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 26: Opening of the Sovev Kinneret exhibition with curator
Guy Raz at Hillel. 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Join us for a great variety of ways to celebrate Israel’s birthday!

Israel – Oh!
The Places You’ll Go!



Interfaith Couples –
Join us on April 29!

Would you like to have a constructive,
respectful conversation with other Jewish
people whose views about Israel and the
Israeli-Palestinian situation are different
from your own? Are you interested in
talking about your experiences, feelings,
convictions, and questions in an environ-
ment that promotes mutual learning?

Join us as we continue our unique se-
ries of dialogues moderated by a profes-
sional mediator using materials from the
Jewish Dialogue Group.  Some are open
to particular groups within the commu-
nity while others are more general, and

there are plenty of opportunities to join
one throughout the year.  We also wel-
come people to join more than one as
space permits.

On April 29 our session will be exclu-
sively for people in interfaith relation-
ships.  Both partners are encouraged to
attend.

Dates for the rest of the year, all from
7:00-9:00 p.m. – mark your calendars!

April 29 – for interfaith couples
May 27 – all are welcome
June 24 – all are welcome
July 22 – all are welcome
August 26 – all are welcome
September 9 – all are welcome
October 28 – all are welcome
November 11 – all are welcome

December 14 – all are welcome.
This program is generously funded by

an Innovation Grant from the Jewish
Federation of Madison and co-sponsored
by Congregation Shaarei Shamayim,

Temple Beth El, Beth Israel Center, Jew-
ish Federation, and UW Hillel.  Registra-
tion is required and space is limited. To
sign up or learn more please e-mail Sara
at office@shamayim.org.
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6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, Wisconsin 53719
608-278-1808 | Fax: 608-278-7814
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Tiz Goff, Advertising Manager

Brenda Carlson, Advertising Design and Layout
Printing by: News Publishing Company, Inc., Black Earth

Copy deadline is at noon on the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue. If the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, copy
must be received by noon the preceding Friday. If the 15th is on a holiday when the Federation is closed, copy must be received by
noon the preceding weekday. All copy must be submitted on a CD or by email attachment to info@jewishmadison.org in Microsoft
Word. Copy embedded in an email, handwritten or typed hard copy will not be accepted. Photographs may be submitted, but the
preference is they arrive as an email attachment in a high definition resolution. JPEG format is preferred. Photographs embedded in
an email will not be accepted. The name and telephone number of the individual submitting the copy must be included on all
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globe as a parallel to the contemporary
world of violence and wars, especially,
the World War II and the Holocaust of the
European Jewry. In our world, LIGA
TEREZIN exempli-
fied an attempt to
play on the game of
everyday life de-
spite the death
looming on the
morrow.   At the ex-
hibition, a memory
wall was erected to
represent all the
teams that played in
the ghetto by
reprinting their
names on the back-
ground of the pho-
tograph of the Ohre
River, where the

ashes of cremated corpses were thrown
down. The other wall showed the contem-
porary photographs of the Terezin Soccer
Club of today. 

Yom HaShoah Continued from page 1

Community Dialogue on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Camp Shalom is offering a Corporate
Sponsorship Scholarship program.
Businesses will have the opportunity to
change a child’s life, and in return, Camp
Shalom can help advertise and promote
business sponsors.  

There are four different sponsor
levels:

• Director’s Circle $10,000+
(15+ Campers’ Tuition)
• Shalom Circle $5000-$9999
(7-15 Campers’ Tuition)

• Friendship Circle $2600-$4999
(4-7 Campers’ Tuition)
• Camper’s Circle: $744-$2599
(1-3 Campers’ Tuition)
Each level of the Camp Shalom

Scholarships Annual Corporate Spon-
sorships includes many benefits and
recognition opportunities. For additional
information, please contact Dina Wein-
bach at 608-442-4070 or dina@jewish-
madison.org.  

Few youth-serving programs in Dane
County are six decades old.  It has taken

the involvement of many to accomplish
what we have. We hope to raise
$114,000 in scholarship funds for the
summer of 2015.  There is little question
that scholarship needs will be greater
than last year; that’s been the case
throughout our history.  Last year, with
the support of our community, the Jew-
ish Federation of Madison awarded
$111,500 in full and partial scholarships
to 193 campers.  Without exception,
families tell us how grateful they are and
how much their children love Camp

Shalom, an experience the children
would not have without scholarship sup-
port. 

Please help us spread the word and
consider the Camp Shalom Corporate
Sponsorship Scholarship Program for
your business. Thank you in advance for
helping to make the summer of 2015 at
Camp Shalom the best one yet. 

Thank you to the following busi-
nesses who have already committed to
corporate sponsorships for the summer
of 2015:

Camp Shalom Offers Annual Corporate
Sponsorship Opportunities

Shalom Circle: Friendship Circle: Camper’s Circle:

Leanna “Lilo”
Shulkin

Warm Wishes
for you and yours

on Passover

Service You Deserve. Professionalism You Trust.608-698-4570
ShulkinL@firstweber.com

Chag Sameach!

Leanna is ready to assist you throughout the Real Estate buying or selling process.
She will be your guide through the confusing terms and paperwork involved with

a real estate transaction, while keeping your interests a top priority.
Contact Leanna to set up an appointment to talk about your real estate needs.

May your Passover Seder be filled with
great food and wine, and surrounded by

wonderful family and friends.

Madison • Janesville • Appleton • 608.257.7181 • murphydesmond.com

Wishing you
happiness,
peace and
prosperity

during this
Passover holiday.



6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808 • info@jewishmadison.org • JewishMadison.org
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Yad B’Yad (Hand in Hand) Playgroup
Monday, April 13th, 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Free playgroup for children ages 0-2 and their caregivers. Please join us at a friend’s
house where we will be outside (weather permitting) and the kids can play in the sand-
box and create works of art with chalk! Please note this date is different from the flyer
you may have! 

Contact Tiz Goff for location and to RSVP at: outreach@jewishmadison.org or call
773-620-4404.

Camp Shalom Registration is Open
Looking for a great way for the kids to spend summer? Look no further!
Camp Shalom and Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim dates:
Session One: June 22nd-July 10th
Session Two: July 14th-July 31st
Session Three: (Camp Shalom only): August 4th-August 14th

Camp Shalom, the summer camp of the Jewish Federation of Madison, offers a Jew-
ish environment that is welcoming to all elementary and middle school age children and
provides a safe, nurturing, and fun experience. Camp Shalom, established in 1954, is the
oldest and largest day camp in Dane County and is sponsored by the Jewish Federation
of Madison. Camp Shalom is for campers going into grades K-5 and Camp Shalom
Noar-Bogrim, a hybrid of Camp Shalom Noar and Camp Shalom Bogrim, is for campers
going into grades 6-9. Camp Shalom and Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim serve over 1000
children throughout the summer and is located at the beautiful Irwin A. and Robert D.
Goodman Jewish Community Campus in Verona. Camp encourages campers to experi-
ence a wide variety of activities through programming designed to stimulate and edu-
cate. Full and partial financial-need scholarships may be available.

For more information including programming, transportation, bus schedules and
registration, visit www.jewishmadison.org

K’tantanim Israeli Dance Class
Sunday, April 19th, 3:30-4:00 p.m.
Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound St., Madison
Cost: $5 per class

Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe is offering fun-filled mini classes for 3-5 year olds.
For more information visit: www.jewishmadison.org or contact Cathy at
yonim@jewishmadison.org

Hebrew Playgroup: A play group for Hebrew-speaking
families with young children (newborn-4)
Sunday afternoons from 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Rotating locations as desired by the group, including homes, parks, or other public
spaces. This will be an entirely Hebrew-speaking environment intended to support the
language development of our children, giving them exposure to Hebrew in an enrich-
ing, semi-structured group setting. In addi-
tion to play, the meetings will include
Hebrew story time and sing-alongs! If you
are interested in participating, please email:
Aviv at avivkammay@gmail.com or
Racheli at israel@jewishmadison.org

Community Yom HaShoah Service and Program
A service to commemorate the Jewish people who perished in the
Holocaust and to honor the survivors and their families. Followed by a
presentation by guest speaker Guy Raz and his art exhibition
LIGA TEREZIN.
Wednesday, April 15th, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Beth Israel Center
1406 Mound Street, Madison

For more information see the article on page 1.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebrations
Events to celebrate Israel’s 67th Birthday

• Israeli Movie & Sing-along
Wednesday, April 22nd, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive, Madison 

• Young Adult BBQ
Thursday, April 23rd, 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
UW Hillel, 611 Langdon Street, Madison 

• Community Yom Ha’Atzmaut Carnival
Sunday, April 26th, 11:45 am - 2:30 pm
Vilas Park, Madison 

• Sovev Kinneret Exhibition Opening with curator Guy Raz
Sunday, April 26th, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
UW Hillel, 611 Langdon Street, Madison 

Shabbat 75
To celebrate the Jewish Federation of
Madison’s 75th Anniversary, we are
looking for 75 families to host a Shab-
bat dinner on the same evening.
Friday, April 24th
6:30-9:30 p.m.

For more information please see the ad on the back page or visit www.jewish-
madison.org. For online registration to host or attend a Shabbat 75 dinner, go to:
http://jewishmadison.org/jewish-federation-of-madison-calendar/ shabbat-75



Beth Israel Center re-opened its doors
to the congregation and the community
in December.  Though construction was
ongoing, the community resumed full use
of the building. The last details, including
landscaping and installation of the ark,
will be completed this spring.

This project set out with lofty goals,
including: improved worship, educa-
tional and functional spaces.  Beth Israel
Center prioritized adding more natural
light and a refreshed and transformational
presence.  Accessibility needed to exceed
ADA requirements wherever possible.

Returning visitors to Beth Israel Cen-
ter will immediately notice improved ac-
cess to the building. The main entrance
has been re-graded to allow for easier
entry and to provide a comfortable gath-
ering space. There is a grade-level en-
trance for the Talmud Torah and offices
adjacent to the new pick up/drop off cir-
cle.  These exterior features are just the
beginning of the transformation.

Once inside, visitors experience wide,
sunlit gathering spaces and hallways.
The sanctuary is designed for flexible
seating; chairs can be set in various con-
figurations depending on the occasion.
The circular bimah is thrust into the room

so that the kehal seating surrounds it.
This promotes greater interaction during
services and other uses of the space.

Stone is a dominant architectural ele-
ment throughout the building.  Jerusalem
stone is featured in the construction of the
ark, evoking a connection to the Old City.
Stone flooring combines with floor-to-
ceiling windows to give the foyer an in-
door/outdoor feel. The same stone is

incorporated elegantly into the mikvah.
The intention of this project was to

create a fresh and inviting space for Beth
Israel Center and the entire community.
The Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
Foundation joined in this vision to sup-
port the project and the building will bear
the brothers’ names. This vision is al-
ready coming to fruition as the Madison
Jewish Community Day School, Ivrit
B’Kef, Yonim, the Yiddish Choir and

others use the building.  Beth Israel Cen-
ter has been pleased to host programs for
the entire community such as the Purim
Carnival, speakers and classes.

Beth Israel Center will celebrate the
culmination of this project with several
events and programs throughout the year.
Notably, all are invited to the Gala Grand
Opening featuring an elegant seated
dinner and entertainment on Sunday
evening, May 3.
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Mazel Tov on the birth of:
Nell Soref Weiss, daughter of Wendy Soref and Ben Weiss, and granddaughter
of Sandy Wright and Michael Soref; and
Mathew Benjamin Suttin, son of Jonathan and Lindsay Suttin, grandson to
Georgie and Jerry Suttin, and brother to Joshua.

Condolences to the families of:
Sara Lieberson, aunt of Jacki (Milt) Friend, great-aunt of Lisa (Jim Kalupa)
Friend-Kalupa, and great-great aunt of Allison and Devon Kalupa; and
Sonia Andrusier, cousin of Harvey Temkin.

Simchas & Condolences

Beth Israel Center Reopens its
Doors to the Community

The newly renovated Beth Israel Center.

Temple Beth El Kesher Israel Film Series
The following are showing at

Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive.
Doors open at 7:00pm, with movies
beginning at 7:15pm:  

Wednesday, April 22nd, “A New
Home in Heavens”

The movie will be followed by a
discussion, an Israeli ceremony and

an Israeli sing-along. Come to learn
why Israel’s day of fallen soldiers,
Yom HaZikaron, is followed imme-
diately by Israel's day of independ-
ence, Yom Ha’Aatzmaut.

Wednesday, May 20th, “Fill the
Void”

Wednesday, June 17th, “Bethle-
hem”

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON, WI 53713
608-277-9111   •    Fax: 608-277-9666

Proud supplier of Camp Shalom
T-shirts and accessories since 1974!

Happy Passover!

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

“Quality Care , Compassionate Communication”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY

1848 WALDORF BLVD.  | MADISON  | 497-1392
WWW.SONDELFAMILYVETERINARYCLINIC.COM

2015
GOLD

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Wishing you a
happy and healthy

Passover

SUE GOLDSTEIN CRS, GRI, SRES   •   276-5203
goldstes@firstweber.com

BY JORDY LOEB
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UW-Madison Political Science Profes-
sor Ken Mayer and Wisconsin Jewish
Conference (WJC) Executive Director
Michael Blumenfeld gave an overview of
state and federal policy issues to the Madi-
son Jewish community on February 22.
This event was made possible by funding
from the Jewish Federation of Madison’s
Innovation Grants and is the first of three
WJC public policy seminars this year. 

Attendees received information on the
political landscape after the November
2014 election and learned about what pol-
icy items are being debated in both Wash-
ington, D.C. and Madison.  Mayer and
Blumenfeld talked about the implications
of a Republican-controlled Congress and
state legislature. In a mix between Federal
and state politics, Mayer discussed Gover-
nor Walker’s presidential ambitions, noting
that Wisconsin has never had a sitting gov-
ernor campaign for the office.

Blumenfeld discussed the upcoming
state budget process and issues that may
impact the Jewish Community.  Governor
Walker introduced his 2015-17 state
budget on February 3 and it is now in the
hands of the Joint Finance Committee
(JFC).  JFC held four public hearings on
the proposed state budget in March.  The
Committee will vote on the proposed state
budget during April and May, and has the
authority to remove, modify or add any
language from/to the bill. 

Top budget issues to watch are: drug
testing requirements for public assistance,
new premium requirements for childless
adults on BadgerCare and a 48-month cap
on enrollment, major changes to the state’s
long-term care system, and the proposed
$300 million cut to the UW System.

After the budget receives the approval
of JFC and both houses of the Legislature,
Governor Walker must sign the bill into
law by June 30. 

As the Joint Finance Committee works
on the state budget, the legislature is busy
debating other proposed legislation. 

Handgun Purchases: The legislature
is debating ending the current 48-hour
waiting period for purchasing handguns in
Wisconsin. Both the Senate and Assembly
held public hearings on the bill in March. 

Human Trafficking: A bi-partisan bill
that would require the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Justice to design a poster that pro-
vides information regarding the National
Human Trafficking Resource Center Hot-
line and encourage gas stations, hotels,
adult entertainment establishments and
other locations to display the poster is
moving very quickly through the legisla-
ture.  The Assembly passed Assembly Bill
16 unanimously in February and the Sen-
ate took up the measure on it March 17,
after this issue’s publication deadline. 

20-week abortion ban: Governor
Walker said last month that he would sign
legislation that bans abortions after 20
weeks.  No legislation had been introduced
at this issue’s publication date, but Wiscon-
sin Right to Life is drafting a bill on this
topic and it will likely be introduced this

session. 
Looking for ways to get involved in the

state budget process or weigh in on legis-
lation? The remaining two advocacy
events that the Wisconsin Jewish Confer-
ence is offering are coming up quickly.

Advocacy Training Seminar, April 12,
2015:  Participants will receive advice
from public policy experts on how to ef-
fectively communicate with elected offi-
cials and bring about real policy
change—skills that will not only enhance
their Interfaith Advocacy Day experience
but also allow them to continue their advo-
cacy throughout the 2015-16 legislative
session and beyond.  Participants will re-
ceive an overview of the 2015-17 state
budget, pending legislation on both the
state and federal level and other timely leg-
islative information.  The event is free and
a light brunch will be available.  Please
RSVP to Kelsey at kspencer@mblumen-
feld.com or 257-1888.

2015 Interfaith Advocacy Day, April
29, 2015: WJC will subsidize the registra-
tion fee for Interfaith Advocacy Day for in-
dividuals who participate in the Advocacy
Training Seminar on April 12. 

BY MICHAEL BLUMENFELD

Executive Director
Wisconsin Jewish Conference

State Budget Cycle in Full Swing:
Public Policy Seminars Continue

Ken Mayer, UW-Madison Political
Science Professor

Who: Wisconsin Jewish Confer-
ence Executive Director Michael Blu-
menfeld and experienced guests in
public policy.

What: Learn how to effectively
communicate with legislators and
bring about real policy change.

When: April 12, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.
Where: The Max Weinstein Jewish

Community Building, 6434 Enterprise
Lane, Madison

RSVP: This event is free, but
please RSVP to kspencer@mblumen-
feld.com or 608-257-1888. A light
brunch will be available.

Learn, discuss, pray and advocate
together for social justice issues of im-
portance to all the people of Wiscon-
sin.

When: April 29, 2015, 9:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m.

Where: Bethel Lutheran Church
and First United Methodist Church,
312 Wisconsin Avenue, Madison

Registration: More information on
the event and registration can be found
at www.wichurches.org/2015-advo-
cacy-day/. Those participating in the
Advocacy Training Seminar will re-
ceive a subsidized registration.

Advocacy
Training
Seminar

Interfaith
Advocacy
Day

Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!

■ Companionship (including cueing,

monitoring and activities)
■ Care Management
■ Meal preparation and clean up
■ Light housekeeping and laundry
■ Medication reminders
■ Personal care (bathing, dressing

and grooming assistance)
■ Assistance with walking
■ Running errands and driving to

appointments
■ Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
■ Up to 24-hour Care and Live-in
■ RN Supervised, Bonded & Insured
■ Much more

FREE In-Home Assessment

608-729-5365
www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

Quality
of Life
for your Loved One

Care and comfort at a moment’s notice.

In honor of Barbara Simon’s special birthday:
Dee and Ken Stein
Jere and Suzy Willcoxon
Minnie Kahn

In honor of Mrs. Henny Schwartz’s special birthday:
Marc, Sam and Ben Shovers and Jan Loeb

In honor of Emma Nathanson’s Bat Mitzvah:
Naia Marten
The Cramer Family
Jenny Saffran
The Temple Beth El Torah Group
Neva White
Tess Johnson
Rebecca Young
Irene Mecozzi
Samantha Bovis
Jesse DesChenes
Jennifer Penzotti
Parny Funk
Larry Gold and family
Bryna Ringel
Wendy and Keith Miles, Adena and Leah Mansback,

Andrew Berger and Lukas Southard
Mr. and Mrs. John Braun
James Kalupa and Lisa Friend Kalupa
The Rieder Family

Thank you to James Stein:
Harvey and Barbara Myers Temkin

In honor of Dina Weinbach, Lynn Kaplan and Rozan Anderson
Marc Shovers

Speedy recovery to Martha Yoselezitz
Dee and Ken Stein

In memory of Jerry Kahn
James Stein

The Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its appreciation
to these individuals who recently made a tribute donation

to honor someone or celebrate a special occasion



Our events listed below are open to
the community. Check out our Temple
Beth El website at www.templebethel-
madison.org for more information on our
worship times and special events. All
events take place at Temple Beth El;
2702 Arbor Drive, Madison, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

We encourage members of the Jewish
Community to join Temple Beth El, and
we welcome prospective members to par-
ticipate in programs and activities. Please
contact Heidi Lauhon, Executive Direc-
tor, at 608-238-3123 or executive
director@templebethelmadison.org for
membership information.

We will not be holding Friday
evening services on April 3. Our office
will be closed on April 10.

Community Passover Seder
Saturday, April 4 
5:15pm – Afternoon Mincha Service
6pm – Community Seder. Register by
March 27

Follow in the traditions of our ances-
tors, while still finding meaning and rel-
evance for today’s world as you join
Rabbi Biatch and Cantor Martin to cele-

brate our freedom at our annual commu-
nity Passover Seder. Along with our tra-
ditional Seder foods, we’ll enjoy a meal
of Matzah Ball soup, orange-glazed
chicken or vegetable farfel-stuffed red
pepper, potato kugel, roasted vegetables
and Passover cookies.

Adult (Age 14+): $25/member;
$30/non-member

Youth (Age 5-13): $18/member;
$20/non-member

Tiny (Age 2-4): $6/member; $8/non-
member

Questions? Register on our website
(events page) or to Aleeza Hoffert:
program@templebethelmadison.org or
608-238-3123.

Passover Memorial
Service – Yizkor
Thursday, April 9 at 6pm 

The Holiday Memorial Service
(Yizkor) is a time when we recall our
loved ones who have departed this earth
and who reside in our memory. It is an
expression of profound respect for our
loved ones, and of longing for their pres-
ence at a holiday time when we might re-
call family get togethers and the love that
was shared.

We observe this service four times a
year - on Passover, Shavu'ot, Sukkot, and
Yom Kippur - times when we would miss
our loved ones the most, and when the
comforting presence of our family and
friends can help us through the difficult
moments of longing. Please come and
spend some time with your Temple Beth
El family members as, one and all, we re-
call our loved ones.

Shalom Passover Preschool
Program
Friday, April 10 at 9:30am-10:30am 

Finish your Passover experience for
the year with us through song, story, food
and fun. For Preschool children and their
parents. Open to the Jewish community.
RSVPs appreciated to Aleeza Hoffert at
program@templebethelmadison.org or
608.238.3123. Walk-ins welcome. 

Celebrate Tikkun Olam
Friday, April 10 at 7:30pm

Social Action Shabbat Evening Serv-
ices with Remarks from Rev. Jerry Han-
cock, Director of the Prison Ministry
Project and co-President of the interfaith
organizing group MOSES.

Celebrate Temple Beth El Social Ac-
tion. Join together for a service of shared
reflection, gratitude and creative renewal
led by Social Action Committee mem-
bers along with the Temple Beth El Choir
and clergy. Our Temple community does
so much good through the many Temple
committees and organizations throughout
the year. We’ll give thanks together for
work done, and seek inspiration for Tem-
ple Beth El Tikkun Olam in the months
to come. Jerry Hancock, Director of the
Prison Ministry Project and co-President
of the interfaith organizing group
MOSES will be our guest speaker. He
will speak on the challenge to end mass

incarceration and overuse of solitary con-
finement in Wisconsin. 

Tots and Tunes
Sunday, Apr. 19 at 9:30am-10:30am
in the Ezra Frank Adult Lounge

Fun for all children newborns to 5
year olds!!!

There will be singing, crafts, challah
and juice. Come hang out with leaders
Lynn R., Karin H. and Kenny L. as they
teach the tots about Shabbat and Jewish
holidays through songs and crafts! 

Singles Creating Community
Coffee Clutch
Friday, April 17 at 9am 
Manna Cafe & Bakery
611 N Sherman Ave., Madison

Enjoy a cup of joe with your Singles
Creating Community friends.

Temple Beth El Kesher Israel
Film Series

Temple Beth El Kesher Israel film se-
ries will be showing the next movie in its
series of four films. Please join us for
what is sure to be another educational and
riveting experience. Doors open at
7:00pm, with movies beginning at
7:15pm: 

Wednesday, April 22nd, “A New
Home in Heavens” and program for Yom
HaZikaron and Yom Ha’Atzmaut. 

Wednesday, May 20th, “Fill the Void”
Wednesday, June 17th, “Bethlehem”

Lag B’omer at Picnic Point
Saturday, May 9 at 6pm
Picnic Point, fire pit #2
2002 University Bay Dr., Madison

Join us for Havdalah, bonfire,
s’mores, singing and fun together in the
great outdoors.

8301 Old Sauk Road | Middleton | AtticAngel.org

Call Laurie at 608-662-8842 to schedule your tour today!

Our distinctive and vibrant continuing care retirement
community represents a true circle of caring, offering a variety

of living options to meet your unique needs.
Attic Angel Place features apartments with services,

assisted living, memory care, skilled nursing and rehabilitation.
Attic Angel Prairie Point offers life-lease ranch-style homes.

Assisted Living Available Now ... Enjoy Exceptional Living!

Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center
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Temple Beth El

DESIGN / PRINT / SIGNS

1112 S. Park Street   •   Madison, WI 53715   •   PH: 608.255.3922   •   FX: 608.255.6926

Graphic Design
Bindery & Finishing

Promotional Products
Direct Mailing Services

Full-Color Digital Printing
Large Format Banners & Signs
Copies, Faxes and much more!

@sergenians facebook.com/sergenians

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL INTERIORS SINCE 1930.

Sergenian’s has diverted over 

6 m
illion pounds of carpet waste from

 

No carpet we remove will
end up in a landfill.

BETHKEBETHKE
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

25
1.2222

Em
er

ge

ncy
Service 24/7

Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioners
Humidifiers • Duct Cleaning

Preventative Maintenance Plans

bethkeheating.com



Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish
Reconstructionist and Renewal congre-
gation, welcomes new and prospective
members, as well as visitors, to partici-
pate in our services, discussions, classes,
and celebrations. For more information
or to learn about events, please visit our
website at www.shamayim.org, email us
at office@shamayim.org, or call 608-
257-2944.  

Shabbat Morning Services
Saturdays, April 11 and 25
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive

On April 11 Torah study begins at
9:30 a.m. followed by Shabbat services
at 10:30 a.m. and Kiddush at 12:30 p.m.
At this service we will honor our gradu-
ating seniors.  On April 25 the congrega-
tion celebrates the bat mitzvah of Zoey
Yandell.  Services begin at 9:30 a.m.  All
are welcome. 

Young Family Havurah
Sunday, April 26
Center for Families
2120 Fordem Avenue

Do you have a child who is 0-5 years
old?  If so, join us for our Young Family
Havurah!  We meet in the large playroom
during our children’s education program,
and different teachers come in to read a
story and lead singing.  This is a great op-
portunity to meet other parents of young
children.  Feel free to join us for assem-
bly at 9:30 a.m. or for the playgroup at
9:50 a.m.

Social Action Shabbat
Friday, April 17
Please call the office for the location.

We’ll gather at 6:00 p.m. and begin
our Shabbat service at 6:15 p.m.  This
will be followed by dinner at 6:45 p.m.
and our discussion at 7:30 p.m. (Topic to
be announced.)  Please bring a vegetarian
dish to share.

Get Volunteer Hours! Build
Your Resume!

Join the Mad Town Jewish Teen Vol-
unteer Program! Calling all Jewish high
schoolers in Madison! Shaarei Shamayim
is organizing an awesome week for Jew-
ish teens to learn about issues affecting
Madison including the achievement gap,
poverty, and homelessness.  We will vol-
unteer at a variety of organizations
around town including schools, commu-
nity centers, and programs working for
social change.  We’ll end with a camping
trip over Shabbat at Camp Shalom.

The program is August 17-22, 2015,
with an orientation the day before.  Vol-
unteering will take place Monday
through Friday, and the camping trip will
be Friday evening through Saturday.  (If
you have any conflicts during the week,
you may still be able to participate.)  The
program is staffed by Parthy Schachter,
Program Coordinator.  They’ll be joined
by Rabbi Laurie and Aviv Kammay on

Shabbat.
Here are five reasons to do the pro-

gram:
1) You can do something meaningful

at the end of the summer.
2) You can earn up to 20 volunteer

hours for school.
3) You can build your resume and

show people you know what’s going on
in your community.

4) You can hang out with cool Jewish
teens from around Madison.

5) You can contribute to your commu-
nity and make a difference.

The cost is $160, which is generously
subsidized by the Jewish Federation of
Madison Innovation Panel.  Scholarships
are available, and there is a multi-child
discount for siblings.

To obtain more information, including
registration forms, please contact Parthy
Schachter at civilhands@yahoo.com.
The deadline for applications is May 1.

Check out our renovated synagogue
at the corner of Mound and Randall!

Visit our website, www.bethisrael-
center.org, or call us at (608) 256-7763
for service schedules and other pro-
gramming information beyond what is
listed here.

See what our vibrant style of tradi-
tional, egalitarian Jewish community is
all about.  All Beth Israel Center pro-
grams are open to the community. Most
programs are offered at no charge (ex-
cept where noted).

Highlights from our spring calendar:

GALA! Celebrate the new
Beth Israel Center
5:30pm Sunday, May 3

Enjoy cocktails and hors d’oeuvres,
dinner and entertainment, and see what
the new Beth Israel Center has to offer.
Tickets are $118 per person. Groups of
eight may reserve a table together for
$900. Consider purchasing a table and
inviting guests. All are welcome!

Kolot Kehilla
Sunday Morning Speaker Series
9:30-11:00am Sunday, April 19

New this Spring, the Kolot Kehilla,
(community voices) Sunday morning
speaker series features the expertise of
individuals in the Beth Israel Center
community. A light breakfast is pro-

vided; suggested donations of $5/person
help cover costs. Check the Beth Israel
website for more details. 

Yom Rishon
10:00am Sunday, April 12

Come experience preschool family
education at its finest! Yom Rishon is a
theme-based program including art,
movement, music, stories, and projects.
There will also be some further learning
on each session's topic for parents and
other adults who accompany the children.
Questions? Contact Beth Copelovitch,
education@bethisraelcenter.org or 256-
7763.

Lag B’Omer BBQ
5:45pm Thursday, May 7

Our 7th Annual Lag B’Omer BBQ
features live Salsa music! Enjoy hot
dogs, burgers (beef and veggie) freshly
grilled by Rabbi Ben-Gideon, along with
beer and soft drinks. Rain or shine. This
event is made possible by the generosity
of the BIC Board of Directors.

Pesach Services
10:00am Saturday and Sunday, April
4 and 5
9:30am Friday and Saturday, April
10 and 11
Pesach Yizkor is observed on Satur-
day, April 11

Yiddish Choir Concert
4:00pm Sunday, April 19

Beth Israel Center hosts a Yiddish
Choir concert of “Songs that Survive” in
honor of Yom HaShoah. The concert will
be in the Small Sanctuary on the lower
level.

Talmud Class
9:00am Wednesday mornings

Rabbis Joshua and Rebecca Ben-
Gideon lead study of the eighth perek of
Masechet Sota. This perek begins with
the speech a Kohen must make to troops
before a war and explores the differences
between a defensive war of necessity--
what might be called a righteous war--
and other wars. The class covers both
how to study Talmud and the text and
subject matter.

Shabbat Morning Services
9:30am every Saturday

Looking for warm, inspiring, and
egalitarian traditional Shabbat services?
Come find us in our new sanctuary. Our
worship begins with P’seukei D’zimra
and continues through Shacharit, Torah
service and Musaf. We join together for
a community kiddush lunch after serv-
ices every week. Children’s services for
babies, preschoolers, and elementary
school age children begin at 10:30 most
weeks. Subscribe to our weekly e-news
to receive children’s service schedule
updates. (Find “Get our E-announce-
ments” on our website or email of-
fice@bethisraelcenter.org and ask to be
added.) Visitors are always welcome!

Dr. Neal Katz

608-241-0848 • www.feetbegood.com

PODIATRIST • FOOT SPECIALIST

SERVING ALL AGES AND FOOT DISORDERS

Provider for Medicare, Medicaid, Dean and
Physicians Plus HMOs, Independent Insurance Carriers
and Preferred Provider Networks.

NEW PRIMARY OFFICE:
664 W. Washington Avenue, Madison

ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS:
East Madison and Stoughton

• Top Producing Madison and Dane County Agent
• Accredited Senior Real Estate Specialist
• 20 Years Experience
• Exclusive Buyer Agency/
  Exclusive Seller Agency
• Residential Resale, Homes,
  Condos, New Construction,
  Waterfront Property
• UW Madison Alum

Restaino & Associates Realtors
2945 Monroe Street, Madison • 608-695-4068

SSchwartz@restainohomes.com • www.SteveSchwartzrealestate.com

Steve Schwartz
ABR, CPS, SRES

Experience. Integrity. Results.

Passover Greetings!
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Congregation Shaarei Shamayim

Beth Israel Center

608 441 8620  ·  www.brightstarcare.com
Independently Owned & Operated

EXPERIENCE A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE
> Certified Nursing Assistants 
> Live-in companions
> Days & nights
> Respite care
> Licensed, bonded & insured

> Meal prep
> Bathing assistance
> Errands & shopping
> Light housekeeping
> Available 24/7



1075 Water Street, Prairie du Sac • 643-8565 • www.milwaukeevalve.com

May Passover be a joy-filled time for you and your family. Happy Pesach!
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Baird does not offer legal advice.
 ©2015 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-44199_A.

Complete financial solutions.
At Baird, we have the deep expertise to address your complete financial 
picture. From investment and estate planning services to preparing for a 
child’s education or your retirement, our talented professionals have the 
breadth of skills and experience to help you achieve great outcomes – 
and the commitment and caring you want at every step along the way.

The Laufman Brown Group 
Private Wealth Management

Baird 
8000 Excelsior Drive, Suite 302 
Madison, WI 53717 
608-831-1100 . 800-888-4792

Mark D. Laufman  
Managing Director

Richard M. Rieder  
Assistant Vice President  
Senior Client Specialist

June H. Brown 
Financial Advisor 

Nicole L. Thomas 
Client Specialist

Wishing you and your loved ones
peace and harmony on the

occasion of   Passover!

www.cressfuneralservice.com

WEST
3610 Speedway Road • 238-3434

MIDDLETON
6021 University Avenue • 238-8406

EAST
3325 E. Washington Ave. • 249-6666

SUN PRAIRIE
1310 Emerald Terrace • 837-9054

OLSON-HOLZHUTER-
CRESS
206 W. Prospect, Stoughton • 873-9244
5801 Hwy. 51, McFarland • 258-9527
201 Bue St., Deerfield • 258-9527

What is Zionism
for me?!

Join an Open Discussion on Zionism in 2015

What does Zionism mean in 2015? The word has been given so
many new and often negative meanings inside and outside
Israel that it is no surprise that many younger Jews are struggling
with it.

Madison Hadassah and the Jewish Federation of Madison are
hosting a series of small group living room discussions on different
ways of thinking about Zionism and how we relate to Israel.

Each gathering will begin with excerpts from Hadassah’s
monthly video series called Defining Zionism in 2015. Each month
Hadassah’s video interview features a different, remarkable
speaker to talk about his or her particular ways of thinking about
Israel and Zionism.

The entire online Defining Zionism series described in the
December 2014 Madison Jewish News is free and open to the
entire community at www.hadassah.org/israel/defining-zionism/

If you are interested in attending one of the Open Discussions
on Zionism in 2015, please let us know by phone or email. We will
send you dates from which to choose.

Please RSVP to Racheli: israel@jewishmadison.org, or call
608-669-8042.

Space is limited.

A gap year in Israel between high
school and college sparked Jenna Shira
Freeman’s passion for photography. Now
a Jewish Studies and Rehabilitation Psy-
chology dual major at UW-Madison, Jenna
uses her lens to capture the unique stories
of the Jewish special needs world. While
working as a camp counselor in California,
Jenna began to photograph portraits of
campers with special needs in order to
show their beauty and personalities. This
experience inspired Jenna to do a senior
Capstone Project that combined her inter-
ests in photojournalism, rehabilitation
studies and Jewish life: a series of cap-
tioned portraits of Jewish families of kids
with special needs.

As Jenna explains, a core mission of her
project is to increase the diversity that one
often sees in photos. Through her camera,
Jenna helps subjects with special needs to
articulate their stories to the outside world,
narratives which, all too often, go untold.
Jenna’s portraits examine the dynamics of
Jewish families of kids with special needs
in the Los Angeles and Madison areas. In
her work, it is crucial to balance the notion
of family as a constellation with the unique
identities of each of its members. In order
to illustrate the impact that children with
special needs have on the family unit,
Jenna takes whole group shots. To show-
case individual personalities, Jenna photo-
graphs children’s bedrooms. For the kids
Jenna works with, these photos may be the
most fun part of the project—she notes that

the kids love showing off their rooms to an
appreciative audience! 

This project has also strengthened
Jenna’s bond with the local Jewish com-
munities in Los Angeles and Madison. She
credits the “incredible and inclusive” com-
munity structures that Judaism fosters with
giving these families the support they need
to thrive. After graduation, Jenna plans to
fuse her interest in Jewish community life
with her interest in rehabilitation studies
and pursue a career in art and visual media
therapy. She hopes to explore new ways to
facilitate telling the personal stories of
those with special needs.

Jenna’s Capstone Project will be avail-
able for public viewing at the Center for
Jewish Studies’ Commencement Cere-
mony on Friday, May 15, at 2:00 p.m., in
the Virginia Harrison Parlor in Lathrop
Hall at UW-Madison.

Families in Focus:
Profile of Jenna Freeman
BY MELISSA MILLER

Challagrams
Continued from page 1

kosher certified. They will be made by
students involved in Challah for Hunger,
a UW Hillel Foundation Student Organi-
zation. 

Sign up online at http://www.Jewish-
Madison.org.

For more information or answer any
questions, please contact Tiz Goff,
Jewish Community Outreach Coordina-
tor at 773-620-4404 or email at out-
reach@jewishmadison.org.



Jewop, UW-Madison’s Jewish A
Capella Group, recently returned from
another successful Kol Haolam compe-
tition in Washington D.C., winning Au-
dience Favorite and Best Beat Boxer.
Kol Haolam is the National Jewish A
Capella Competition. Jewop has been
competing at Kol Haolam for the last
four years, receiving numerous acco-
lades including 2nd Place, 3rd Place,
Crowd Favorite, Best Beat Boxer, and
Best Original Arrangement.

Jewop president Erika Kaske, Soph-
omore, says that Jewop is more than
just a capella, it is a life changing expe-
rience. “Jewop is special because it cre-
ates a space for Jews (and non-Jews!) to
come together and sing, but Jewop is
more than just singing. I have met so
many amazing people through Jewop,
Hillel, and the a cappella community in
Madison and I think I speak for the
whole group when I say our college ex-
perience wouldn't be the same without
it.”

The name “Jewop” is a play on the
word “doo-wop.” Jewop’s repertoire in-
cludes classic Jewish, Hebrew, and Yid-
dish songs as well as contemporary
arrangements and crowd favorites. They
are all tied together by one common
theme—the composer or the singer is
Jewish. Members of Jewop are both
Jewish and non-Jewish. For the non-
Jewish members, becoming part of a
Jewish a cappella group gives them an
appreciation for Jewish culture.  

Founded in 2008 at Hillel, Jewop
primarily performed at events in Madi-
son’s Jewish community. Over the
years, Jewop has become a crowd fa-
vorite at area congregations and senior
centers.  Today Jewop performs mostly
on campus, hosting two of their own
shows each year and performing for
other student organizations upon re-
quest. The spring show is on Saturday,
May 2. Members say that Jewop has
“its roots in Judaism but it is not bound
by them.” Jewop is part of the main-
stream campus a cappella community,
joining together for fundraisers and
other group concerts, such as the recent
benefit “Music for Manahaim.”

For many Jewop members, the Kol
Haolam Competition is the most mem-
orable experience. Jenna Quilty, senior,
said “It’s unique to be part of an exclu-
sive Jewish competition, and after being
together in Washington D.C., staying at

Sarah’s house (Jewop member), and
traveling, we all come back a little
changed.” 

Rebecca Schwab, current UW Hillel
Engagement Associate, was a Jewop
member for the past four years, helping
it grow into the strong organization it is
today. Reflecting on her time with the
group, she said, “I am proud of a legacy
of diversity and Jewish fusion in the
form of a nationally ranking a cappella
group. Jewop changes what a cappella
can mean on a campus like Wisconsin.”

Join Us 

Sunday April 19th, 2015 

Olive Garden at West Towne 

Silent Auction 11 am        Noon Luncheon       
$18 

RSVP by April 14th 

       online  www.hadassah.org/events/CC40  

                    or make checks payable to Hadassah  - send to  

Collector Corner 6633 University Ave, Middleton 53562 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

               

       

 

It’s a Birthday Party 
for 

Collectors Corner 

40 Years 

Join Us 

Sunday April 19th, 2015 

Olive Garden at West Towne 
home-savings.com
608.282.6000

This option is available with a personal 
or business Home Savings Bank checking 
account which includes a debit card. 
There is a $10.00 set-up fee for a My 
Custom Card. Complete instructions, 
and terms and conditions are available at 
home-savings.com.

with any favorite photo
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UW Hillel Jewop Always a Crowd Favorite
BY JENNIFER JENNINGS

611 NORTH SHERMAN AVENUE  | MADISON  | 608-663-5500

www.mannacafe.com

• Matzo Brei

• Mannaroons

• Cheesecake

Come nourish the soul with good food and good friends

Now Serving Dinner
Also, try our Passover brunch and bakery specials

HAPPY
PASSOVER

CHAG
SAMEACH



A Shabbaton is a gathering or retreat
where Jews come together for an entire
weekend celebrating Shabbat. 

On February 19-21 Chabad at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison hosted its
first Shabbaton, bringing in students from
across the Midwest. One hundred thirty
students from eight schools gathered for
a weekend of Jewish celebration, educa-
tion and friendship. Some of those attend-
ing were from schools with large Jewish
communities such as the University of
Minnesota and the University of Illinois.
Others however, came from schools
where they often feel isolated as Jews,

schools such as Beloit College and South-
ern Illinois University in Carbondale. 

Throughout Shabbat the students par-
ticipated in uplifting Shabbat services, de-
licious meals, breakout sessions and
discussions on modern Jewish issues on
campus, and lots of classic Jewish geog-
raphy socials. After nightfall on Saturday,
and the close of Shabbat with a musical
Havadalah ceremony, the participants
went skating at the new outdoor rink at
the Edgewater Hotel. 

Wisconsin students were also very ac-
tive in fulfilling the great Jewish concept
of Hachnasat Orchim – having guests.

While Chabad provided all
the meals, students across
campus opened up their
homes, apartments and
dormitory rooms to pro-
vide housing accommoda-
tions for the guests. 

It was a wonderful ex-
pression of the concept of
Jewish community; people
from around the Midwest
coming together to bond,
learn and discover. All at-
tendees left with a sense of
pride knowing the Am Yis-
rael Chai – the Jewish peo-
ple live.

J. Wexler Law S.C.

Legal solutions for families in transition

Janice K. Wexler 
Attorney At Law

                     info@jwexlerlaw.com
                 www.jwexlerlaw.com

6702 Stonefield Road, Middleton, WI 53562
Phone 608-203-6365    Fax 608-234-5960

      Cohabitation Agreements / Premarital Agreements
        Grandparents’ Rights / Paternity / Child Custody
         Child Support / Maintenance / Children’s Rights
        Post Judgment Modifications / Domestic Abuse

    Happy Passover!

Divorce and legal separation are difficult enough without
destructive, expensive court battles.  There is a better way.

At J. Wexler Law, we use the collaborative model to find legal
solutions for families in transition. It is a better approach for
people who have been in significant relationships, especially
when children are involved, because it allows people to continue
to have a relationship after the formality is over. It is the least 
confrontational way to get the best outcome.

We apply the same principles to the other areas of family
law we practice.

Sherry Lessing • 608-828-5115
First Weber’s “Top” Realtor

Your relocation specialist. Whether you’re moving
into, out of, or just around town.

lessings@firstweber.com • www.sherrylessing.com

Happy Passover!
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Chabad Hosts Midwest Campus Shabbaton
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The month of Adar was a busy one for the Madison Jewish community!  The Jewish
Federation of Madison’s Family Education committee started off our Purim adventure
with the Hamantashen Baking Workshop. For an entire week Susan Roquitte led a team
of volunteers to mix, measure, make the dough and cut the more than 2000 circles.
The circles of dough were filled, folded, baked and packaged by another group of ded-
icated volunteers.

This year’s carnival was an afternoon filled with fun.  The festivities began with the
Purim Spiel, an entertaining musical retelling of the Purim story starring Rabbis Joshua
Ben-Gideon, Jonathan Biatch, Laurie Zimmerman, Andrea Steinberger and Rebecca
Ben-Gideon, educators Beth Copelovitch, Stephanie Kirklin and Lily Nagy-Deek and

Shlichim Mickey and Racheli Komar-Aziz.
Carnival games, hot dogs and veggie wraps, face-painting, a bake-walk, bouncy

house and prizes topped off this joyous festival for attendees of all ages!
And what happened to all those Hamantashen?  They were sold individually and by

the dozen for people to take home and enjoy.
Thank you to Beth Israel Center, Temple Beth El, Congregation Shaarei Shamayim,

Gan HaYeled Preschool, JFM’s Family Education Committee, Madison Jewish Com-
munity Day School, BBYO, MOUSY, MaTTY, Bet Sefer Teaching Assistants and
Chabad of Madison for helping to organize booths.  And, thank you to all of the vol-
unteers who helped to make this a memorable Purim for everyone!

Purim Photos by Ellen Weismer

The Whole Megillah ~ Purim 2015
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Small but mighty. Good things come in
small packages. Research suggests that
these ideas apply to small schools as well.
In the case of Madison Jewish Community
Day School, size definitely matters.

“Let’s just say it straight out,” says
school head Rabbi Rebecca Ben-Gideon.
“MJCDS is a small school! In our case, our
size offers students and families a uniquely
personal and positive experience. Teachers
can truly get to know each student as an in-

dividual learner. And I think that the sense
of pride and connectedness that parents,
teachers, students, and volunteers feel
about our school community is stronger
because of our size,” she says.

Multi-age learning
Though MJCDS’s enrollment has

tripled in recent years, there’s no doubt that
parents continue to praise the many advan-
tages that only a small school can offer. 

Parents often talk about the feeling of
kinship their kids feel with all of
their classmates, and how special
it is to watch younger students
being mentored by their older
peers.  Older students grow and
blossom into leaders. 

“I've witnessed the older stu-
dents gain confidence, patience,
and pride through this process,”
says Rebecca Suda, mother of
kindergartener Maggie. “When
my daughter told me that a fifth
grade boy often helps her with
her shoelaces and spelling
words, I was incredulous. They
really do look out for each
other.”

Individualized Academics
The teachers get to know students’ in-

terests, strengths and challenges, both ac-
ademically and in the social-emotional
realm. No one gets lost
in the academic or so-
cial shuffle.  

“A small school has
been very good for our
son because he gets a lot
of individualized atten-
tion.” says Shelby O’-
Connor, mother of
kindergarten student,
Eli. “As a student whose
birthday lies just after
the state cutoff, he is the
oldest in his grade. At a
small school, he can be
a kindergarten student,
but he can be chal-
lenged at a first grade
level.”

In addition, the con-
tinuity offered by hav-
ing the same teachers
for more than one year of school holds
great appeal for parents who choose
MJCDS.  “My daughter will have the
same teachers during her entire six years
of elementary school – this seems the
most organic to me,” says Erik Wein-
stein, father of first grader Juliette. 

Plus, while social cliques might form
at larger schools, “At Madison Jewish
Community Day School there is only one
‘in’ group – the entire student body and
staff and parents,” Weinstein says. 

Parent voices 
Students aren’t the only ones to re-

ceive personalized attention at a smaller
school.  Parents also reap the benefits of
being in a close-knit community of edu-
cators and students. 

“Whenever we have any issue, ques-
tion or idea there is always someone to
talk to and discuss it with,” says Rachel

Pinkesz, mother of
kindergartner Heshy. “It
gets resolved so much
faster because there are
fewer people it needs to
get run by.”

A Community of
Shared Values

The school’s size and
Jewish mission also en-
ables teachers and stu-
dents to engage with
questions of spirituality
and meaning. The teach-
ers (morot) know how
to raise questions like
“Why are there many
religions?” and “Did the
story in the haggadah
happen just like the
Torah says?” 

“I liked being able to
observe Jewish holidays

without feeling like I was cramming
everything into evenings so that my
daughter wouldn't miss school,” says
Naomi Mercer, mother of MJCDS
alumna Rory. “I loved knowing all the
other parents and the fact that we were
all involved with the school and with
our kids' education.”

To learn more about what the small,
Jewish school has to offer, visit
www.mjcds.com or contact Rabbi Re-
becca Ben-Gideon to arrange a visit:
rabbi@madisonjewishdayschool.com
or (608) 204-9900.

Oakwood Village University Woods • 6205 Mineral Point Road • Madison, WI 53705

Find us on
Facebook

At Oakwood Village University Woods, you’ll find a variety of living options – from studio apartments
with kitchenettes to one- and two-bedroom apartment homes with screened porches and balconies

with up to two bathrooms and 1,700 square feet. You will also find a choice of financial options
including Life Lease and rental programs. But no matter which options you choose, you’ll still

enjoy all the services and amenities Oakwood Village University Woods has to offer.

Call today to schedule a personal appointment and discover what’s waiting for you
at Oakwood Village: 608-230-4266. Or visit us online at www.oakwoodvillage.net.

A walk in the woods led me to ...
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Small Day School Offers Big Benefits

mallardsbaseball.com theshoebox.com rookiesfood.com
Steve Schmitt, Owner

Warner Park “Duck Pond”
2920 N. Sherman Ave.

Madison, WI 53704
608-246-4277

1314 Canal St., Hwy. 14
Black Earth, WI 53515

608-767-3447

Baraboo Location: 608-356-1224

Hwy. 14 & 78 North
Mazomanie, WI 53560

608-767-5555

Lincoln

Lila presents the letter “tet.”



Volunteers are celebrated during Na-
tional Volunteer Week, this year April 12-
18.  While it’s important to have an annual
way to celebrate volunteers, we at Jewish
Social Services are grateful year-round for
the ways in which volunteers help us meet
our mission. In 2014, 254 people gave gen-
erously of their time, energy and hearts to
help our clients in various ways.  Our vol-

unteers spend time with elderly and dis-
abled people, drive to appointments, assist
at immigration workshops, serve at
Lechayim, help at Shabbat gatherings and
seders, reach out during holidays, provide
pro-bono services, practice English with
non-native speakers, tutor for the citizen-
ship exam, take people shopping or shop
for them, help with odd jobs around the

house, visit the sick and serve on commit-
tees and the JSS Board of Directors.  

It’s no exaggeration to say that our vol-
unteers are important partners in the work
we do. In Pirkei Avot 1:2, Rabbi Shimon
the Righteous talks about the three pillars
upon which the world rests: Torah, Avodah
(“service,” worship) and Gemilut

Chasadim (acts of loving-kindness). Our
volunteers perform acts of loving-kindness
every day, acknowledging people and their
intrinsic worth, supporting our clients in
gentle but significant ways. We can never
thank our volunteers enough, so we will
say a simple and heartfelt, “THANK
YOU.”

A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison www.jssmadison.org

Jewish Social Services
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Volunteer for Jewish
Social Services!

Jewish Social Services of Madison, Wisconsin
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BACKGROUND 
Jewish Social Services of Madison provides wide-ranging and compassionate social services and

helps individuals and families access needed assistance.  We serve individuals and families in Madi-
son, Wisconsin and its surrounding communities.  Inspired by the values of Jewish tradition, our serv-
ices are non-sectarian, serving people of all ages, religions, and backgrounds. Our services currently
focus on seniors, individuals and families under stress, and immigration services. We are seeking an
Executive Director to provide vision, energy and guidance for our future while building on almost 40
years of service to the community  

The person we seek will combine strong skills in community engagement, leadership, donor
development, program management, and administration. The Executive Director works closely with
the agency’s professional staff of five, a committed Board of Directors and Madison’s diverse community.  

THE POSITION 
JSS seeks an Executive Director with a proven record of excellence, who will provide leadership

to help JSS fulfill its mission. Working closely with the Board of Directors, the Executive Director will
direct all operations of JSS, including governance, business management, hiring and supervision of
personnel, fundraising, programming and community relations. The Executive Director will be a
recognized spokesperson for JSS and its programs. Examples of key responsibilities:

• Fund Raising, Development and Grant Writing 
• Financial Management 
• Personnel Management and Administration 
• Program Management 

PREFERRED QUALITIES AND ABILITIES:
The Executive Director of JSS should be dedicated to excellence, and possess a high degree of in-

tegrity and credibility. To achieve success in this position the Executive Director must possess these
qualities and abilities deemed essential to the job. They include the ability to:

* inspire others and build commitment through strong, energetic leadership 
* build trusted relationships 
* communicate effectively, both verbally and in writing 
* think critically 
* prioritize, multi-task, and problem solve 
* successfully work/mentor staff, help them set and achieve goals and objectives,

and evaluate results

Minimum qualifications: experienced with a minimum of 5 years in for-profit or not-for-profit lead-
ership positions, with a demonstrated track record of success. Bachelor’s degree minimum. The pre-
ferred start date is Spring, 2015.

COMPENSATION: A competitive compensation package is available for the successful candidate,
with a salary commensurate with the successful candidate’s experience and qualifications. While this
is a full time position, JSS will consider candidates interested in working a lesser amount with a
minimum of 75%. JSS also offers competitive benefits including: generous vacation and leave days,
health insurance, sick leave, and contributions to a 403B plan.

CONTACT: For a full job description visit www.jssmadison.org. Interested individuals should submit
a cover letter and resume to JSSExecDirSearch@gmail.com 

Add something special to your life –
Volunteer for Jewish Social Services.

Volunteer  application at http://
jssmadison.org/becoming-

volunteer
Our mission: Our dedication to serv-

ice will improve the quality of life and
maintain the dignity of our clients in a
compassionate and caring atmosphere.
Volunteers will enhance the ability of

the agency to achieve its overall mis-
sion. 

Current Volunteer Opportunities:
Friendly Visitors for:
• A middle-aged disabled woman,

west side.
• A social and friendly man with

dementia, downtown.
• A sharp, intelligent elderly woman,

Middleton.

In response to President Obama’s recent
Executive Orders on Expanded Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
and Deferred Action for Parental Account-
ability (DAPA), 36 people attended an in-
formation session at JSS in January to learn
about eligibility guidelines for these pro-
grams. The first of a series of workshops
designed to help immigrants prepare to
apply for DAPA was held in early March,
with three more planned.  Eight clients met
with either an immigration attorney or with
Janice Beers, JSS’ Accredited Representa-
tive with the BIA (Bureau of Immigration
Appeals), to check their eligibility for these

and any other immigration benefits.  Vol-
unteers helped gather and review the docu-
ments needed to support their applications. 

Thank you to immigration workshop
volunteers:  pro-bono attorneys Amanda
Gennerman, Kris Rasmussen, Ramona
Natera and Margaret Maroney, and volun-
teers Lauren Siech, Kelsey Spencer, Kris-
tine Juarez Bautista and Maria
Rojas-Monroy for their assistance with
document review, interpreting and logistics.
For information regarding subsequent
DACA and DAPA workshops, contact Jan-
ice Beers at janice@jssmadison.org or 608-
442-4082 or go to www.jssmadison.org.

JSS and Volunteers: An Enduring Partnership

Barb Esser, left, shown here with Alene Wiseman, has volunteered at the Oakwood
Shabbat gathering and in many other ways for over ten years.

Immigration workshop volunteers and staff.

The 2015 Levy Summer Series, “The Tree of Life:  Jewish Roots & Cultural
Reflections” will again be held at Nakoma Golf Club, with an elegant and reasonably
priced lunch and an after-lunch salon. Speaker, program and menu descriptions are
at www.jssmadison.org.  Registration materials will be available in early May; in the
meantime, please save these dates: Tuesday, June 9; Wednesday, June 24; Tuesday,
July 7; Wednesday, July 22; Tuesday, August 4; and Wednesday, August 19.

Our thanks to Jeffrey C. Levy for his continued support and to the committee mem-
bers, who played an important role in planning the programs: Jeffrey C. Levy, Annette
Durkin, Marc Cohen, Sheila Cohen, Howard Fried, Rick Margolis, Phyllis Holman
Weisbard, Jean Weissburg, Nan Youngerman, Judith Zukerman Kaufman and JSS
president Linda Reivitz.

Save the Dates for the
2015 Levy Summer Series

News from JSS’ Immigration
and Refugee Services



Midrasha will be in session on the fol-
lowing days in April:

Sundays: 4/12, 4/19, 4/26
Wednesdays: 4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29

Programming Note
Wednesday, April 15 is Yom

HaShoah.  The Midrasha students will be
joining the community for the service
and program starting at 7pm.  Hebrew
classes will meet from 6:30-7pm.  Par-
ents and families are invited to join us.

Stay In Touch
Midrasha is on Facebook!  Find our

page MIDRASHA HEBREW HIGH
SCHOOL, click on the like button and
stay in touch with what is happening.
This semester we are featuring recipes
and pictures from the 11th/12th grade
cooking class.  Like us today!

Curricular Connections
This semester Laurel Hefty, one of our

most veteran Midrasha staff members, is
teaching an elective class to 9th and 10th
graders called, “The Lower East Side
Does Exist – and not just on the Simp-
sons.”  In March they learned about the
Triangle Fire and were asked to write a
short news article or poem from the per-
spective of a bystander.  Here is an exam-
ple of what one student wrote:

By Sophie
Sewing machines lined the walls
as cries of screaming women fall

Down, down, riding down to death
A “thud” was heard, a final breath

I rushed to the stairs to find them
locked

My exit, my hope, my hero, blocked

It was my fault, my doing, I did this
myself

Because of one single match, that I
should have left on the shelf

As the first one aware of the fire awak-
ing

I fled to the escape, praying it would
keep from breaking

I ran down the stairs, three at a time
As the staircase behind me broke like

a crime

I survived the fire, the one I started
But 142 dead…gone…I’m sorry!

Jewish Education
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News and Notes from Midrasha



On Monday, February 23rd the teachers
from the Jewish schools in Madison were
invited to participate in our annual Teacher
Training. The focus of this year’s work-
shops was Tikshoret – communication.
More than 50 teachers participated in two
different workshops led by an experienced
and informative group of presenters. The
break-out sessions and presenters for this

year were:
• 10 Strategies for Communicating with

All Kinds of Parents – Sylla Zaroff
• Let’s Get Physical: Using Movement

(or non-Verbal Communication) in the
Classroom – Janelle Bentley

• Well that was Awkward! – Talking
about tough topics with your parents and
students – Simone Schweber

• Connect More!  Using Social Media to
Reach Students and Families – Ann Imig

• If Walls Could Talk, Using Your Class-
room Environment to Communicate with
your Students – Romy Arenson

Following the workshops everyone en-
joyed a delicious Falafel Bar catered by
Adamah before participating in a chavruta
(group) text study. Rabbi Rebecca Ben-

Gideon led the educators on exploration of
how Jewish texts relate to the topics covered
in the workshops.

It is a really special thing that we do in
this community, to bring the educators, new
and veteran, together for an afternoon of
learning.  A huge kol hakovod to everyone
who was a part of this year’s Madison 
Jewish Community Teacher’s Training.

Jewish Education
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Hands-on learning for the teachers and teaching assistants from Temple Beth El.

Ann Imig spoke to a packed room about the importance of using social media
safely and effectively.

Tina Schwartz and Nicole Rudisill participate in a discussion about Jewish text.

Rabbi Rebecca Ben-Gideon leads the room in an informative text study.

Makaila and her Daddy,
Scott, make Hamantaschen
together.

Olive and Nolan make 
Hamantaschen together.

Daniel likes to build with blocks.
Judith, Talya’s mom, helps
Eve make Hamantaschen.

Elijah, Roger and Ruby are working hard
coloring their Seder plates.

Maya loves to color too. Aliza is happy that she can
play outside in the cars.

Solomon is happy that Spring is
here and he can play in the cars.

Elijah and Nathan like to
build with Legos.

Avner, Eve, Gabriel and Sydney like
to play on the loft.

Ravyn and Sophie are celebrating
Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

Sam, Gabe and Naomi get a little
silly after reading Yertle the Turtle.

Malia, Olive, Nolan, Ruby and Lexi worked together to
build an amazing structure.

Look What’s Happening at Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool!

Ian enjoys coloring by
numbers.

Teachers Take Time for Learning Too!



Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Promotional Products

Turn your tzoris into a
mitzvah! Call 278-1808 to
donate your used vehicle
to Jewish
Social
Services.

Donate Your Vehicle

since 1977 ~ 238-5698

Providing personal service for …
• Invitations • Stationery

• Wedding and Party Consulting
• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
gan@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Israeli Dance

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Square • 274-5255
Willy East • 294-0116  | Willy West • 836-1450

Offering a variety of deli items including
smoked salmon, lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for over 30 years!

Food and Dining

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN SERVICES

when you place your ad in

Madison Jewish News
in print or online.

Contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404
or email: outreach@jewishmadison.org

Advertising

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404 or email outreach@jewishmadison.org

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.org

Welcome to Madison

New Baby?

• MOWING • PRUNING
• EDGING • AERATING
• SPRING & FALL CLEAN-UP
• PLANTING TREES & SHRUBS
• BARK MULCH INSTALLED

Serving homeowners & businesses since 1982

Howard Lerner,
Owner

www.madisonlawn.com

274-9981

Lawn and Garden

www.allfourtrimesters.com

Midwife/Doula

Yonim Israeli
Dance Troupe
welcomes
all kids
K-12th grade!
For more info contact:
Cathy at yonim@jewishmadison.org

• Are you new to Madison?
• Are you looking to get more involved in 

Madison’s amazing Jewish community?
• Have you been here for years, but are looking

for a new social circle or activity group?

Shalom Madison is for you! Tiz Goff will
help link you to the Jewish Community
through your interests and availability.

Contact Tiz at outreach@jewishmadison.org
or call 773-620-4404 for more info.

Are you pregnant or recently had a baby?
Would you like to meet other Jewish caregivers

and their little ones ages 02?
Shalom Baby is designed to help Madison

families celebrate the arrival of their
Jewish newborns and welcome them to

the Madison Jewish Community.

For more information on joining a playgroup or
class, or receiving a Shalom Baby gift basket,

contact Tiz Goff at 7736204404 or email
outreach@jewishmadison.org

Camp Shalom

Make Every Day A Great Day!
REGISTER FOR

CAMP SHALOM TODAY!!
Exciting Daily Programming

for K-9th grade.

www.jewishmadison.org/
campshalom 
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All 5th through 12th graders are in-
vited to come to Sharsheret Dance Camp,
an exciting weekend of dance workshops,
activities and fun May 1-3! Camp will be
at OSRUI, located on the shores of beau-
tiful Lac La Belle in Oconomowoc, WI.
On Sunday, May 3, the kids from camp
will showcase a new dance at the Sharsh-
eret Festival. No dance experience nec-
essary and open to non-Yonim kids!
Registration forms available at

www.yonim.org. Contact Cathy at
yonim@jewishmadison.org for more in-
formation.

Sunday, May 3, 2015 is the 19th
Sharsheret Festival – a celebration of in-
ternational dance and peace at Middleton
Performing Arts Center. In addition to the
Sharsheret camp and Yonim dancers, sev-
eral other wonderful dance groups will be
performing. This spring’s Sharsheret will
feature dances from the Middle East,
India, China, Japan and more! You won’t
want to miss this exciting show!

Don’t miss out on K’tantanim! Pre-
schoolers are welcome to join us Sunday,
April 19th at 3:30-4:00pm to move and
groove to Israeli music. They will have
the opportunity to perform as a group at
the Sharsheret Festival a few weeks later! 

March was an exciting month for the
Yonim Israeli Folk Dance Troupe. They
performed for the first time ever at the
Chazen Museum on the UW campus.
The Bet and Gimel dancers performed
and taught dances at the Taste of Israel.
The entire troupe performed at Oakwood
Village and entertained many residents
with a vibrant, energetic show. Also in
March, the high school dancers took a
trip to an Israeli dance camp called
Beketzev Acher in Zion, IL. It was three
days and nights of learning from some of
the top Israeli dance choreographers in
the world, and dancing with other Israeli
dance enthusiasts who came to the camp
from all over the US and Canada. 

Sharsheret Dance Camp Registration is Open!

Yonim dancers perform at the Chazen Museum.

Fun time dancing at the Taste of Israel.

EVERYTHING
BUT WEDDINGS

Photography for Everything
(Besides that special day)

• Engagement Photography
• Family Photography
• Event Photography
• Advertisements

David Lipman Photography

www.ebwnow.com
or call

608-239-4549

Sharsheret
Festival is
May 3!



A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison A Senior Adult Program of Jewish Social Services

Lechayim     Lights
Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
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April Lechayim Calendar

Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions provides door-to-door service for $1 round trip, payable

to the driver. Contact Louise Goldstein (608-278-1808, direct 608-442-
4083 or louise@jssmadison.org) by 2:00 p.m. the Friday before Lechayim
to make a reservation. Wheelchair accessible vehicles are available upon
request. Please contact us if you need to cancel a ride.

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus at Temple Beth El, 2702
Arbor Drive. Contact Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, direct 608-
442-4083 or louise@jssmadison.org no later than 12:00 p.m. the pre-
ceding Friday. The kosher-style meals are catered by Blue Plate
Catering; a vegetarian or strictly kosher option is available with
a reservation. If you are over age 60, a minimum donation of $4.00
is suggested, but please only pay what you can afford. The cost of
the meal is $7.50 for those under age 60. 

Monday, April 6 Passover; Lechayim does not meet

Monday, April 13 Lechayim commemorates Yom HaShoah
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Sweet and Sour Turkey Meatballs, Lemon Fig Rice

Pilaf, Glazed baby Carrots, Green salad, Rugelach
1:00-2:00 Nina Edelman, “A Tale of Two Soldiers”

Monday, April 20 Lechayim celebrates Yom Ha’Atzmaut
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Shakshuka: Israeli dish of eggs cooked in a spicy

tomato sauce, Pita Wedges, Celery and Carrot sticks
with Hummus, Israeli Couscous Salad, Baklava

1:00-2:00 Mickey Aziz-Komar, “Making the Desert Bloom,
21st Century-Style”

Monday, April 27
11:00-12:00 Operations Diabetes & Heart with Wisconsin

Society of Pharmacy Students  
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Pretzel Crusted Baked Cod, Cranberry Mustard

Sauce, Coleslaw, Baked Wedge Potatoes,
Applesauce, Chocolate Decadent Brownie

1:00-2:00 Prof. Daniel Usshishkin, “The First World War –
A Century Later”

Next month’s dates:
May 4, 11, 18

Making Lechayim Reservations
• When you check in at Lechayim, sign up for the following week.
• Call Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808 or 608-442-4083 (direct)

or email louise@jssmadison.org by noon on the preceding business
day.

• Reservations cannot be taken after noon on Fridays or over the
weekend.

• If you didn’t make a reservation in time but would like to come,
call Louise on Monday morning before 10:00 a.m. to see if there
have been cancellations. 

• We regret that we are unable to guarantee a meal for last minute
reservations or walk-ins.

For changes, updates or new information about any Jewish Social Services program, check our website at

www.jssmadison.org

Do you  need an “oddjobber” to do a few small but necessary
chores for you? Jewish Social Services volunteers can be sent to
take care of some of those little but important things around your
house or apartment. To request
an OddJobber, contact Louise
Goldstein at 608-442-4083 or
louise@jssmadison.org.

If it’s something we can help
you with, we’ll have a volunteer
OddJobber contact you.   

Need an “Oddjobber”?

Shalom  from
Jewish Social Services!

Do you know a senior who is new to Madison, or are you yourself
a newcomer? JSS volunteers will visit and bring you a gift bag with

information about programs for seniors and JSS’ services, treats
and a few surprises. Just contact us at 608-442-4083.

Our thanks to Maurie’s Fine Chocolates and
Bagels Forever for their donations to this program.



Lechayim will not meet on
Monday, April 6, as we will be
celebrating Passover. We will
commemorate Yom HaShoah
(Holocaust Remembrance Day)
on Monday, April 13, with Nina
Edelman, who will discuss her fa-
ther Max Gendelman’s memoir,
A Tale of Two Soldiers. It is the
story of a Jewish-American sniper
who became a prisoner of war and
a German Luftwaffe pilot, who
formed a friendship at a German
slave labor camp.  This friendship
saved both their lives and endured
through the decades that followed
the war.

Nina Edelman grew up in Mil-
waukee as a part of the Gendel-
man/Zilberbrand clan, where at

every gather-
ing her
grandmother
Feigel Gen-
d e l m a n
would joy-
fully recount
her happiness
that “Maxie
came back
from the
war.” Nina

graduated from UW School of Li-
brary Science, was a school librar-
ian for 36 years and founded the
library at Milwaukee Jewish Day
School.  Now retired, she is a fiber
artist whose work can be seen at
synagogues and other Jewish in-
stitutions in Milwaukee. It was her
privilege to work with her father

on the book, and after he died,
with an editor to smooth out the
details. It is her wish that as many
people as possible learn and
spread Max’s story of hope, honor,
and courage in the face of despair,
and of course, of friendship.

We will celebrate Yom Ha’Atz-
maut, the rebirth of the State of Is-
rael, on Monday, April 20, with
Mickey Aziz-Komar. Mickey is a
Jewish Agency shaliach (emis-
sary) to the
M a d i s o n
community,
along with
his wife
R a c h e l i
Komar-Aziz.
He will dis-
cuss “Mak-
ing the Desert
Bloom, 21st
Century-Style.” Israel’s ability to
do more with less and its suc-
cesses in the development of sus-
tainability technology have
brought international recognition
and led many international figures
to describe Israel as a “sustainabil-
ity superpower.” Such develop-
ments include bringing water to
crops in arid and dry land regions,
water re-use and recycling tech-
nology and the development of
battery-charging and battery-
switching devices for electric cars
by the international company,
“Better Place.”  These are only a
few examples of how Israel is

leading the way in sustainability
now and into the future.  

Mickey Azizullahoff-Komar
was born in Jerusalem and later
moved with his family to Efrat.
After high school, Mickey studied
in a yeshiva at Kibbutz Ein
Tzurim for two years. Following
his three years of military service
in the IDF, Mickey worked with
different youth groups and then
spent a year with the World B’nei
Akiva “Tafnit” year program for
youth from South Africa, Australia
and New Zealand. Mickey re-
ceived his BA in Education and
Youth Studies from Ben Gurion
University in Beer Sheva. As a
shaliach in Madison, Mickey has
been working with UW students
through Hillel: Foundation for
Jewish Life on campus.

It has been little more than 100
years since the First World War
(also known as the Great War and
the War to End All Wars) exploded
over Europe, the Middle East and
parts of Asia. Empires that had
held sway over much of the world
for centuries were divided into a
spate of new countries. The Treaty
of Versailles left Germany in a
weak and shaky position that
helped nurture the rise of National
Socialism. The Sykes-Picot
Agreement between Great Britain
and France carved up spheres of
influence within the former Ot-
toman Empire and led to the cre-
ation of the map of the Middle
East as we know it today.  A hun-
dred plus years after the guns of
August first roared, the world still

lives with the
fallout of that
war and its
i m m e d i a t e
a f t e r m a t h .
On Monday,
April 27 Pro-
fessor Daniel
U s s i s h k i n
will discuss
“The First
World War –

A Century Later” and will explore
how this catastrophe and the
events that followed in its wake
shaped the last century.

Daniel Ussishkin is an Assistant
Professor at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, where he teaches
courses on British and European
history, including an upper-divi-
sion class titled “The First World
War and the Shaping of Twenti-
eth-Century Europe.” He is cur-
rently completing a book on the
history of the notion of morale in
modern Britain. His next book-
length project will examine impe-
rial war culture in Britain during
the 19th and 20th centuries. Prof.
Ussishkin received his BA from
Tel Aviv University and his MA
and PhD from the University of
California-Berkeley, where he was
awarded the 2007 James Kettner
Prize for the Best Dissertation in
History.  He was a Hanadiv (Roth-
schild) Postdoctoral Fellow in Eu-
ropean History in 2009-2011,
following a Newhouse Humani-
ties Center Fellowship at Welles-
ley College in 2008-2009. 
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About our Programs

Daniel Ussishkin

Nina Edelman

Mickey Aziz-Komar

Some Scenes from Lechayim

To see more photos,
like us on Facebook!

Photos by Eve Siegel
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Transitions
Happy April Birthday

Darlene Schwartz
Dorit Bergen

Elinor Stotsky
Euna Staniforth

Fay Nager
Gary Geller

Genya Kleyman

Gerry Randy
Janelle Bentley
Lillian Deutsch
Muriel Rotter

Sheyla Bodnikevich
Warren Randy

Mazel Tov
To Karen Shevet Dinah on her position with the

Immigration Program at JSS.
To Sandra Golden, on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter,

Emily Bittorf.

Best wishes for your wellness
Ruth Boll

Sandy Bierman
Susan Eichhorn

Welcome to your new home
Eve Siegel

Verjel Beiler

Welcome back
Fay Nager, Florida

Condolences
To the family of Tony (Susie) Blinstrub, brother-in-law of

Ginny Graff, uncle of Stacy Graff & Lynn Ballesta.
To the family of Anne Marion,

mother of Ed (Margaret Maroney) Marion.

Ruth’s life began in calm, com-
fortable Switzerland. When she
was three, it changed dramati-
cally. “Father, a geologist, ac-
cepted a job in northern
Venezuela with a petroleum
company. Our
home was a canvas
jungle shelter on
stilts to keep out
snakes and other
frightening crea-
tures. Trips out-
doors to the latrine
ended when a huge
snake was discov-
ered in the pit!
Mother almost
fainted.”

Heat, humidity
and mosquitoes
drove the family
back to Switzerland after three
trying years. At eight, while va-
cationing at a spa, Ruth met John
Boll, a boy who would never for-
get her. His family had fled to
Switzerland from Berlin. His
Catholic mother and Jewish fa-
ther became close friends with
Ruth’s parents.

“When we moved to Barbados,
I learned English and attended
the Ursuline Convent School. I
did well and made lasting friend-
ships.”

Tragically, Ruth contracted
malaria. “A strong cure was pre-
scribed. I went to Switzerland to
convalesce in grandmother’s
care. The medicine had painful
effects, causing a sensitive stom-
ach forever,”

Her mother accompanied her to
America for surgery. “Landing in
New York, we could not disem-
bark. World War II was raging.
People needed clearance.”  Be-
cause she was there for medical

reasons, they were permitted to
stay overnight with a distant rel-
ative. Ruth, exhausted and yearn-
ing for stability, gratefully
unpacked, only to be reminded
they had to leave in the morning. 

“On Ellis Island, I was x-rayed
and given a meal of spaghetti,

bread, and milk in a
huge, bright cafete-
ria.” They were
transported to court
with others. Some
were in shackles, a
sight she never for-
got. After a brief
hearing they re-
ceived permission
to remain for three
months. 

Ruth’s stalwart
determination grew
in spite of dealing
with all manner of

bureaucracy. By reassuring her
nervous mother, Ruth found her
own strength. She recuperated in
the Boll’s Schenectady home,
where they had relocated after
having been denied Swiss citi-
zenship. Ruth returned to
Switzerland and began work in
an office. 

In 1962, her family was home
in Basel. “The Bolls, after revis-
iting Berlin, joined us for dinner.
John attended Columbia and
taught Library Studies. He noted
how well we got along and pro-
posed marriage. He promised to
propose in writing! ‘Take time to
consider,’ Mother advised. But I
answered immediately!”

They were married for over 50
years and raised three successful
children. 

Ruth believes: “We need to ac-
cept what fate has in store for
us.” This she did with an open
mind and heart.

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Ruth Boll

(Photo by Pamela Philips Olson)

Spotlight: Ruth Boll Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings include wine donated by
Frank Liquor, candles and challah, singing and discussion.

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Attic Angel Place.
Music by Les Goldsmith and the assistance of Angel Volunteers.
May 1

Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of Jewish Social Services and Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community. Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
with assistance from UW students through the UW-Hillel
Foundation.
May 8

Oakwood West at 4:00 in the Oaks Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Oakwood Village
University Woods. With the assistance of JSS volunteers and
music by Lauren Mazur.
May 22 (with a farewell to Lauren Mazur)

ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS: If you are going to be in one
of these locations during your rehabilitation, you are welcome
to attend.

Pharmacy Students Provide
Monthly Health Assessments

The last Wisconsin So-
ciety of Pharmacy Stu-
dents Health Assessment
of this season, an Opera-
tion Diabetes and Opera-
tion Heart Health Fair, will be at
Lechayim on Monday, April 27
from 11:00-12:00.  The student

pharmacists are super-
vised by registered
pharmacists and will
be available to meet
with you individually

to discuss your diabetes and car-
diac-related questions and con-
cerns.  

The Older and Wiser Driver
Part 2; Excerpted from the

AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety

Vision
Beginning at age 40, the eye’s

lens loses the ability to change
focus quickly, peripheral vision
narrows, and the retina becomes
less sensitive to light.  A driver
aged 60 needs three times as
much light to see as a teenager
and will take more than twice as
long to adjust to a change from
light to darkness.  Ninety percent
of decisions made while driving
are based on information ac-
quired through the eyes, so good
vision is crucial to safe driving.

• See a doctor at least every
two years and more often if your
eyes are changing rapidly.  

• Cataracts can be corrected
with surgery and the progression
of many other eye problems can
be slowed if they are detected in
time.

• Trouble with night vision or
glare? Limit driving to daytime
hours.  

• Turn your head frequently to
compensate for diminished
peripheral vision. 

• Keep headlights, mirrors,
windshields and interior glass
clean. A larger rearview mirror
can increase the range of visibil-
ity (or use a back-up camera). 

• Keep your eyes up – in the
city look at least one block
ahead; on the highway look at the
section of the road you’ll reach
in 20 to 30 seconds.



As Israel’s political parties fight an-
other election and form alliances in its af-
termath, here are some other perhaps
more constructive battles that the Jewish
State has been fighting recently.

The war against cancer is one that Is-
rael is determined to win and each week
brings a new breakthrough in Israeli
treatments.  Israel Technion scientists,
with their US allies at MIT and Harvard
have discovered that chemotherapeutics,
delivered in tiny silicon containers with
nano-sized holes are able to destroy ma-
lignant tumors, whilst avoiding adverse
effects on healthy tissue. Then chemo-
therapy developed by Professor Dan Peer
of Tel Aviv University that previously
fought ovarian cancer has now been en-
gineered to target Glioblastoma multi-
forme – the most aggressive form of
brain cancer.

Fighting heart disease will become
much easier now that researchers at Is-
rael’s Weizmann Institute have revealed
that heart disease causes individual heart
filaments to lose synchronization. Re-
placing diseased cells in a structured
manner can re-establish a regular rhythm.
The battle against brain diseases such as

Alzheimer’s will benefit from the results
of the Tel Aviv University research study
into how brain neuron networks preserve
memories. Meanwhile Israeli biotech
Kadimastem is winning a war on two
fronts with the recent success in pre-clin-
ical tests of its stem cell treatment for the
brain disease ALS.  Kadimastem has also
formed an alliance with Tel Aviv Univer-
sity’s technology transfer company, to
use the same technology to induce pan-
creatic cells into producing insulin and
attack diabetes.

In clinical tests, Israeli biotech, Pluris-
tem, is winning the fight against radiation
sickness. Pluristem’s stem cells enable
recovery from bone marrow failure fol-
lowing total body exposure to high doses
of radiation. And another Israeli biotech
Advanced Inhalation Therapies has re-
ceived a major support boost in its mis-
sion to beat the effects of cystic fibrosis
by being granted Orphan Drug status
from the US FDA for its nitric oxide
treatment. But if all you want to do is
fight the flab, you may want to know that
Israel’s Tulip Medical has successfully
completed its first clinical trial of its pill
that expands in the stomach, inflates like
a balloon, and creates a sense of fullness.

Israel is a major force in the war
against world hunger and thirst.  In India,

Israel is well underway in its campaign
to open 30 agricultural centers of excel-
lence for Indian farmers. And the US
Agency for International Development
has just refueled the funding of the He-
brew University of Jerusalem’s research
into boosting crop yields.

The Governor of Embu County in
Kenya received an army of Israeli entre-
preneurs who will introduce water tech-
nology to revolutionize agriculture into
the arid, yet fertile soils of Embu. And Is-
rael’s TakaDu is saving billions of liters
of water in Australia’s battle against se-
vere drought with its unique leaks and
faults detection technology.  Yet another
Israeli water-tech company, CropX, has
just launched its advanced adaptive sen-
sors and software service that increases
crop yields whilst saving up to 25% of
the water and energy used in irrigation.

Israel goes far beyond the call of duty
in the fight to save and restore life.  Hun-
dreds of Syrians injured by the fighting
in their civil war have been treated in Is-
raeli hospitals - including a 13-year-old
boy who was seriously injured by a mor-
tar in the Quneitra region three months
ago. He has now been fitted with a pros-
thetic leg that will allow him to walk
again.  One battle that Israel will proba-
bly lose is that of welcoming the Queen
of England to the holy land; however at
least her grandson Prince William did
meet recently with IsraAID workers who
are still in Japan, helping victims in their
long fight to recover from the 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami.

My own personal war is against media
bias.  It is a constant battle to get the in-

ternational press to recognize Israeli ef-
forts to win equal opportunities for all its
citizens.  To publicize disabled kids com-
pleting the Jerusalem marathon, using Is-
rael-developed Upsee mobility harnesses
and trained by 20 police officers.  To ac-
knowledge that the brain-damaged, autis-
tic or minorities (e.g. Moslems or even
Catholic Filipinos) can – if they want to
– serve their country in meaningful and
useful ways.  To highlight praise from
European Union inspectors of Israel's ac-
tions to promote reconstruction in Gaza
and ease the humanitarian crisis in the
Strip. And not to ignore examples of Is-
raeli inclusiveness, such as the press con-
ference featuring the Israeli-Arab
Chairman of Israel’s Election Committee
where the only news reporter was Sharon
from The Real Jerusalem Streets.

Finally, let’s celebrate the announce-
ment that this year’s ceremony to mark
Israel’s victory in its 1948 War of Inde-
pendence will feature 14 winning Israelis
who have been chosen to light the cere-
monial torches at the Mount Herzl na-
tional cemetery in Jerusalem.  They
include hi-tech developers, entrepre-
neurs, Israeli-Arabs, top women achiev-
ers and aid workers.  Next year we will
be joined by thousands of young French
immigrants who want to win the fight to
live as Jews.

Israel – fighting for what is right!

Michael Ordman writes a free weekly
newsletter containing positive news
stories about Israel.
www.verygoodnewsisrael.blogspot.com

On Yom Ha’Atzmaut we celebrate
one of the most important holidays for
the Jewish people. After 2000 years of
exile, dreams and hopes, we are a sover-
eign people in our land. 

And what is the traditional Jewish
way to celebrate such an important Jew-
ish holy day? Food, of course, but also –
by reading a text. 

Every Jewish holiday centers around
text: on Passover we read the Haggadah,
on Purim we read Megilat Esther, and on
Shavuot we read Megilat Ruth. 

And what text do we have for Yom
Ha’Atzmaut? 

For Yom Ha’Atzmaut we have an
amazing text, and it even happens to be a
Megilla – Megilat Ha’Atzmaut – Israel’s
Declaration of Independence. The
Megilla that was read by David Ben
Gurion exactly 67 years ago and marked
the magical moment of the establishment
of the state of Israel. 

Please join us to celebrate Israel’s
special day in the theme of:

ISRAEL – OH!
THE PLACES YOU’LL GO! 
Taken from: www.hadracha.org

You'll be on your way up!
You'll be seeing great sights!
You'll join the Israeli people
who fought for our rights.

Oh!
The places you'll go!
Oh!
The people you'll meet! 

In a cave in Tzfat,
Spiritual people you'll meet,
In Machaneh Yehuda, 
Grab a quick bite to eat!

Oh!
The places you'll go!
Oh!
The people you'll meet!

Jerusalem of Gold,
the heart of it all,
Write your own tefillah,
Stick it into 'The Wall'!

Oh!
The places you'll go!
Oh!
The people you'll meet!

From the beggar on the street,
You may receive a treat!
Take a chamsa or charm,
Tie the red string to your arm!

Just go right along,
Sing a song, plant a tree,
Absorb and learn from the people and

places you'll see!

Please see “ISRAEL – OH! The
Places You’ll Go” on page 3 for complete
listing of what’s happening when!

Israel    Worldand
the
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BY RACHELI AND MICKEY AZIZ-KOMAR

Community Shlichim/Israel Program Specialists

From the Mid-east
to the Mid-west

What is Israel Fighting For?
BY MICHAEL ORDMAN

(JTA) — The Greek city of Thessa-
loniki remembered its nearly 50,000 Jews
sent to Nazi death camps during World
War II. A memorial marking the 72nd an-
niversary of the roundup and deportation
of Thessaloniki Jews was held Saturday,
ahead of March 15th, the day when the
first Jewish convoy left the city.

Participants placed flowers on train
tracks where the Jews were taken away in
cattle cars headed for Auschwitz-Birke-
nau, The Associated Press reported.

In March 1943, the Nazis began send-
ing Jews in railway convoys to Auschwitz-
Birkenau. By August, 49,000 of the city’s

prewar population of 55,000 Jews had
been deported. Fewer than 2,000 survived.

Thessaloniki had been a vital center of
Sephardic Jewry for 450 years following
the expulsion from Spain. Known as the
“Flower of the Balkans,” it was the center
of Ladino culture in the region, writes
JTA.

Fewer than 2,000 Jews are living in a
city of about 800,000 residents today.

The first such memorial was held two
years ago, with the participation of the
World Jewish Congress and then PM An-
tonis Samaras, on the 70th anniversary of
the deportation.

Thessaloniki Remembers its
Jews Deported to Auschwitz

Flowers placed on the tracks where Jews were taken away in cattle cars.
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NEW YORK (JTA) — Seated in his
Lower East Side office, in front of a large
portrait of company patriarch Aron Streit,
Alan Adler avoids becoming too nostalgic.

“It’s like I tell my family members:
none of you own a car from 1935, why do
you think a matzah factory from 1935 is
what we should be using today?” says
Adler, one of Streit’s Matzos‘ 11 co-own-
ers.

This is the line of thought behind the
imminent closing of the Streit’s matzah
factory, a longtime Jewish fixture in a city
neighborhood that once was home to one
of the highest concentration of Jews in the
country.

Streit’s, the last family-owned matzah
company in the United States, announced
in December that it would be permanently
closing its 90-year-old factory after this
Passover season because of longstanding
mechanical problems and subsequent eco-
nomic concerns. Sometime in April, the
company will shift its matzah production
either to its other factory across the river in
northern New Jersey, where several other
products such as macaroons and wafers are
made, or to another non-Manhattan loca-
tion.

The greatly gentrified Lower East Side
has seen its real estate values skyrocket in
recent decades. Although Streit’s has not

yet identified a buyer for its landmark
building on Rivington Street, the property
was estimated to be worth $25 million in
2008, when the company first considered
shuttering the factory.

“We should’ve been out of here five or
10 years ago,” says Adler, 63, who over-
sees the company’s day-to-day operations
along with two cousins. “But we feel com-
mitted to the men [who work here] and we
feel committed to the neighborhood, so we
tried to keep this place afloat as long as we
could. We probably could’ve stayed here
even longer if I could’ve found somebody
to work on the ovens.”

The ovens, identified only by “Spring-
field, Mass” on their side, date back to the
1930s. They are 75 feet long and are con-
tinuously fed a thin sheet of dough that
emerges from the convection heat in per-
fect crisp form. Streit’s does not disclose its
official production numbers, but Adler says
the factory churns out millions of pounds
of matzah each year.

However, Adler also estimates that the
ovens are now about 25 percent slower
than they used to be and he cannot find a
mechanic willing to fix them. The slower
pace decreases matzah output and affects
the product’s flavor.

But the ovens aren’t the only outdated
element of the factory. Except for a few
electrical parts added to the machinery over
the years, nearly all of the other equipment
is more than 70 years old. As a result, em-

ployees’ tasks have barely changed in over
half a century — from mixing the flour in
small batches (in under 18 minutes to sat-
isfy kosher requirements) to separating the
matzah sheets into pieces that then travel
up to higher floors on a conveyor belt.

“Nothing changes at Streit’s,” says
Rabbi Mayer Kirshner, who oversees the
factory’s kosher certification.

However, plenty has changed in the
matzah business since Adler’s childhood in
the 1950s and ’60s, when he liked to spend
time picking fresh matzah out of the ovens.
Back in the “heyday,” as Adler calls it, of
the 1930s through the 1960s, there were
four matzah factories in the New York met-
ropolitan area: Horowitz-Margareten and
Goodman’s in Queens, Manischewitz in
New Jersey and Streit’s in Manhattan.
Horowitz-Margareten and Goodman’s
were sold to Manischewitz, which was
bought by the private equity firm Kohlberg
and Company in 1990. (Today it is owned
by Bain Capital, Mitt Romney’s former in-
vestment firm.)

The Streit’s factory also used to boast a
vibrant storefront with lines that spilled
outside and around the corner. Today there
is still a retail counter, but often it is left un-
manned.

“Families have moved on, the Lower
East Side has changed, so now we’ve sort
of transitioned from a local bakery where
people would stop by and pick up their
matzah hot out of the oven in 1925 to now
where 99.9 percent of our sales are whole-
sale to distributors who resell,” Adler says.

While his cousins helped at the retail
counter, Adler, who joined the company 18
years ago after a law career, says he was al-
ways more comfortable working behind
the scenes. In the factory’s freight elevator
he has clearly ridden in innumerable times,
he cracks a rare joke.

“You couldn’t build an elevator like this
today,” he says. “It’s passed every safety
law from 1925 and not one since.”

Adler says the 30 factory employees
were shocked by the news in December but

are taking it “surprisingly well.” The com-
pany has told them that there are many jobs
available at the New Jersey facility, but
only three employees have taken the com-
pany up on the offer.

Many of “the men,” as Adler calls the
employees, live in Queens and take public
transportation to work, meaning that a po-
tential commute to New Jersey would be
difficult. Streit’s is working with the New
York Department of Labor to help them
find new jobs.

Anthony Zapata, who has worked at
Streit’s for 33 years, and who Adler says
does everything from packing matzah to
putting out fires (“literally, not figura-
tively”), tells JTA that he is very depressed
about the factory’s closing. He says the in-
creased transportation costs of traveling to
New Jersey would be too much for him.

“I’m going to miss this place, and I’m
going to miss everyone in it,” Zapata says.
“I’ve never had a modern job to know
what’s old, and what’s different between
modern and old.”

Zapata, 53, says that all the employees
are friends and have barbecues together
around the city in the warmer months.

“We’ll remain tight,” he says.
Adler does not betray many emotions

on the matter, but he offers a bittersweet an-
ecdote on the neighborhood’s evolution.
Shortly before the company first thought of
selling the property in 2008, a man living
in one of the condos adjacent to the factory
complained to Adler about the noise and
flour dust coming out of the building. Adler
responded to his requests by blocking in
and sealing several factory walls, and when
he saw the man months later, he told him
what he thought would be “good news”
about the factory’s potential closing.

“He said, ‘Oh, God, I don’t want condos
— there won’t be enough parking on this
street!’” Adler recalls. “All of a sudden he
liked my noise and my flour dust.

“I don’t know what they’ll do with this
building now,” he adds, “but people don’t
like change.”

At Streit’s 90-Year-Old Lower East Side Factory,
‘The Men’ Turn Out Their Last Matzah Batch
BY GABE FRIEDMAN

At the Streit’s factory, matzah is broken into pieces and sent to be packaged in the
same way it has been for over half a century.

Baked matzah coming out of the oven at Streit’s factory on Manhattan’s Lower East
Side, date unknown.

Matzah being packaged at the Streit’s factory on Manhattan’s Lower East Side.
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This article is about famous Jewish musicians in the United States.
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Only 12

Weeks until

Camp Shalom

2015!
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2015
MADISON MASONIC CENTER 

GRAND BALLROOM
301 WISCONSIN AVENUE

6–10pmstop by and enjoy the winning streak! 
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Coming Soon ...

Spinning Israel
With Israeli Shlicha as Tour Guide!

CYC MADISON
773 University Ave. #205

Madison, WI 53703
(608) 561-2292

www.cycfitness.com

Refreshments and special give-
ways will be offered after class!

Take a simulated bike tour
through Israel with Israeli

Shlicha Racheli Komar Aziz
while getting a great workout!

For more information:
israel@jewishmadison.org

WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon good thru 4-30-15

3258 University Ave., Madison
608-284-9309

www.greatharvestmadisonwi.com
Like us on Facebook!

Featuring

Challah on

Fridays

$1.00 OFF
ANY BREAD

FREE GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES
when you place an ad in Madison Jewish News!
Contact Tiz Goff at outreach@jewishmadison.org

Camp Corner

Summer camp can be a life changing experience for kids. Camp Shalom is a true
picture of peace, children of all colors, shapes, sizes and beliefs playing, swimming,
creating and learning together on a beautiful campus. Friendships that last a lifetime
are created at the Goodman Campus every summer and daily opportunities to create
memories that the children will hold close to their hearts forever…

5 WAYS TO SUPPORT CAMP SHALOM AND HELP TO MAKE A
CHILD’S SUMMER BRIGHTER

1. Talk to your employer about becoming a corporate sponsor. Your generous
donation can bring the Camp Shalom experience to a camper in need.  Last year
we had the most requests for scholarships that we have ever had and we were able
to fulfill these requests.  Help us meet our goal again this year!  See the corporate
sponsorship information on page 4 for more details.

2. Your trash is our treasure! We are collecting gently used and still function-
ing digital cameras, video cameras or flip cams, musical instruments, dress-up
clothes, costumes and accessories, tennis racquets, lacrosse equipment, soccer goals.
Please contact Ellen Weismer, program@jewishmadison.org or 608-278-1808 to
make arrangements. 

3. Project Lunch – For the third year in a row we are thrilled that the Temple
Beth El Social Action Committee is organizing Project Lunch for Camp Shalom.
Every day a few campers come to Camp Shalom and Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim
without a lunch.  This could be for a variety of reasons but we all know that a nu-
tritious lunch will help a camper to have a great day. Project Lunch volunteers pro-
vide healthy lunches for us to keep at camp to ensure that every camper has a lunch
every day!

4. Camp Shalom Raffle – Each summer we hold a raffle and the proceeds are
donated to the Camp Shalom Scholarship Fund.  We are currently accepting dona-
tions including gift certificates to local restaurants, tickets to sporting events, cloth-

ing, electronics, etc.  If you would like to donate goods to the raffle please contact
Ellen Weismer, program@jewishmadison.org.

5. Make a personal donation to the Camp Shalom Scholarship Fund. Every
dollar counts…have a child’s birthday or special occasion coming up?  Make a
donation to the Camp Shalom Scholarship Fund, it’s as easy as turning on your
computer and clicking a few buttons…can even be done from your smartphone!
Donations can be made online at www.jewishmadison.org or by calling 608-278-
1808.

Camp Shalom is Not Just
For the Campers ...



Shabbat 75

If you would be interested in hosting a Shabbat in your home, or if you are unable to host but would like to attend a
Shabbat dinner please contact Tiz Goff, outreach@ jewishmadison.org or call 773-620-4404.

This event is made possible by an Innovation Grant from the Jewish Federation of Madison. For online registration to host
or attend a Shabbat 75 dinner, go to: http://jewishmadison.org/jewish-federation-of-madison-calendar/shabbat-75.

This year marks the Jewish Federation
of Madison’s 75th Anniversary.

To celebrate this wonderful occasion,
we are looking for 75 families

throughout the Madison area to host
Shabbat all on the same evening,

Friday, April 24.
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Congratulate your    
Graduate!

NEW THIS YEAR!

CONGRATS
& BEST

WISHES

CLAIRE!
We are so very
proud of you!

Love Mom & Dad

Best wishes to the
Class of 2015, and to our

scholarship winner,
Eric Matthews.

Becker & Becker, Attorneys
Madison • Milwaukee

What better way to say “Congratulations” to your graduate than to publish your
message in our special June graduation issue of the Madison Jewish News.

Share the news of their achievement and let your graduate
know how proud you are. For all graduates, regardless of
age! Open to parents, grandparents, student employers,

businesses, and scholarship donors. Please contact
Tiz Goff at outreach@jewishmadison.org

or call 773-620-4404 for details.

Congrats Rachel
on graduating
from 8th grade!

We are so proud!

Love,
Mom, Dad
and Dan
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