
This award was presented by Jordy
Loeb, the 2014 recipient, at the Federa-
tion’s Annual Meeting

The Ben Minkoff Volunteer Service
Award is named in memory of former
Jewish Federation of Madison president
and founder of Camp Shalom, Ben
Minkoff.  The recipient of this award
must have a record of committed service
to the Jewish Federation of Madison and
the Madison Jewish community stretch-
ing over a period of time doing volunteer
work beyond its usual definition.  Tradi-
tionally, the identity of the award winner
is kept secret until the Annual Meeting. 

We are thrilled to announce that Eric
Schwartz is the 2015 recipient of the Ben

Minkoff Volunteer Service Award.  Eric
is a long-time Madisonian. He grew up
in Chicago, came to college here, loved
it, and has lived here ever since. He grew
up in a Jewish family in Chicago but
they were not active in the Jewish com-
munity.  

Eric became involved in the Madison
Jewish community through his close and
dear friend, Larry Shapiro.  Eric admired
Larry’s involvement in and dedication to
Jewish life in Madison.  Larry truly in-
spired Eric to become active, an example
of kindness and generosity in the Jewish
community.  After Larry died, Eric car-
ried on as a tribute to him, with the same
sort of energy and devotion. 

Eric is also passionate about Israel.
He and his wife, Sara, have traveled to
Israel frequently.  They have been major
donors to the Jewish Federation of Madi-
son annual campaign for many years.
They were early supporters of the Good-
man Campus, advertisers in the Madison
Jewish News, plus donors to the Hava

Nagila Jewish community picnic and
other community events. 

Eric’s many leadership contributions
include serving as a Board member and
an officer for UW Hillel.  He was instru-
mental in the area of finances, financial

record-keeping, the Hillel capital cam-
paign, and the management of the build-
ing, kosher café and meal program. Eric
was chair of the finance committee at
UW Hillel and was responsible for im-

Editor’s note:  Dina Weinbach, Exec-
utive Director of the Jewish Federation
of Madison, gave this speech at the
Annual Meeting on November 15, 2015.

It is both an honor and privilege to
stand here as your Executive Director for
the 75th Annual Meeting of the Jewish
Federation of Madison.  As I reflect on
all this organization has accomplished
over the past 75 years, I am in awe, I am
inspired, and I am reminded what this
amazing community can do when we
work together.  

Our founders did an extraordinary job
establishing a solid foundation for what
was then known as the Madison Jewish
Welfare Fund in 1940.  They were in-
sightful and intelligent in creating the
foundational documents and in respond-
ing to the extraordinary crises then facing
world Jewry and our own community.
Our community and world Jewry con-
tinue to face crises, and our Jewish Fed-
eration continues to address them today.
Whether it’s an earthquake in Nepal, fires
in Houston, terror attacks in Israel, reset-
tling refugees from Syria, or anti-Semi-

tism right here at home – our Federation
is ready to respond and is committed to
ensuring the survival, well-being and
continuity of the Jewish people in the
Madison area, in Israel and throughout
the world.  

Every year since its conception, the
Jewish Federation of Madison has re-
mained strong and has added to its ac-
complishments. This past year, the 75th
anniversary, was no exception. High-
lights include:

• A building plan for the Federation
Headquarters, thanks to the Building
Headquarters Committee expertly co-
chaired by Eric Schwartz and Joe Shu-
mow.  Both Eric and Joe are here tonight
if people would like to talk with them
about the proposal.

• $250,000 in improvements to the
Goodman Campus, thanks to a grant
from the Irwin A. and Robert D. Good-
man Foundation.  The Goodman Founda-
tion has been a true partner and supporter
of many of the projects carried out by the
Federation.  They have our utmost grati-
tude and appreciation for their consistent

Thank you. For 75 years, it has been
you, and those who came before you, who
are and have been the pillars – the very
foundation – of our vibrant Jewish com-
munity. Without your financial support and
commitment to the work of the Jewish
Federation of Madison it is no exaggera-
tion to say that the Federation would not
exist as we know it.  

Your support enables the Jewish Feder-
ation of Madison to do so many good
things all around the world and right here
at home. Your one gift benefits so many,
including securing the lives and safety of
the Jews of Ukraine; protecting and advo-
cating for the far too many Jews who face
an onslaught of anti-Semitism; helping to
settle thousands of Syrian refugees through
the JDC and HIAS; supporting the Fund
for Victims of Terror, which provides direct
and immediate assistance to Israelis after

there has been an attack; and so much
more.  

Locally, your one gift benefits Camp
Shalom; Midrasha: Madison’s Hebrew
High School; the Hilde L. Mosse Gan
HaYeled Preschool; Israel programming;
five beneficiary agencies; our exceptional
Outreach program, which successfully in-
tegrates newcomers into our Jewish com-
munity, family education programming,
and more.  

Your one gift helps support all of these
initiatives and so many others.

What happens in the next month will
determine our direction and capacity to
meet the ever-growing and critical needs
of our Jewish community here in Madison,
in Israel, and throughout the world. At the
time this article goes to print, we still need
to raise $262,287 in order to reach our
goal.

To everyone who has already con-
tributed to the Jewish Federation of Madi-
son’s 75th anniversary campaign, thank
you.    

If you would like to increase your gift –
another thank you.  

If you have not made your gift yet,
please do so right away while remember-
ing all that your one gift does here and
everywhere. 

Thank you for your generosity, support
and loyalty. The Jewish Federation of
Madison remains strong because of you.

B’Shalom,
Dina Weinbach, Executive Director
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A Letter to the Madison
Jewish Community

Annual Meeting Report
of the Executive Director

Eric Schwartz Receives Ben Minkoff Volunteer Service Award

Eric Schwartz and family

(Continued on page 4)
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Please donate online at JewishMadison.org or contact
Lynn Kaplan at lkaplan@jewishmadison.org or 608-442-4076.



SILVER SPONSOR

JewishMadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community
Three annual sponsorship opportunities available:
Platinum $10,000     Gold $5,000     Silver $2,500

Website sponsorship offers you the opportunity to promote your business among
our community’s 6,000 members. In addition to making a valuable business choice,
you’ll be supporting vital services that serve both the Jewish and general community. 

The Jewish Federation of Madison website serves as the central information source for
the entire Jewish community. More than 2,000 individuals visit JewishMadison.org each
month. Members of other Jewish communities who are planning to move to Madison
also depend on the Federation website for information about where to live, work, and
shop.

As a Federation website business sponsor, you’ll receive the following recognition
in appreciation of your support:

■ Your business name and logo will be prominently displayed on the Jewish
Federation website homepage. Your business logo will also link to your website.
■ Your business will be featured in an individual recognition announcement in every

issue of the Madison Jewish News, which has a monthly circulation of 2,600 households
and 6,000 individuals. The announcement will be given preferred placement and run in
full color in the first few pages of the newspaper. The announcement will also include a
photo of your choice, which you can change as often as you choose.
■ You’ll be invited as our guest to the Federation Annual Dinner, our November event

attended by our community’s leaders. You’ll also receive complimentary passes for the
5,500 square-foot Goodman Aquatic Center pool.

Extra benefits for Platinum and Gold sponsors:
At the platinum level, your business will receive exclusive sponsorship rights for the

entire website within your business category. Therefore, your organization will be the
only website sponsor within your area of business.

At the platinum and gold levels, your business will receive larger logo displays on the
website homepage and larger newspaper recognition announcements.

Promote your business by becoming a Federation website sponsor

For information about becoming a website sponsor,
contact Tiz Goff, Community Outreach Coordinator,

773-620-4404 or outreach@jewishmadison.org

Become
a sponsor

today!

Madison Computer Works
Fast on-site and in-store service

Desktop, notebook & tablet sales

Data backup & recovery
Malware protection & removal

Wireless networks and routers

Notebook repairs & upgrades

Ph: 608.231.8000      Fax:  608.231.8019
353 Island Drive        Madison, WI 53705
       www.madisoncomputerworks.com

M

M

M

M

M

M

Network setup & troubleshootingM

Cisco Select Certified PartnerM

info@madisoncomputerworks.com

Cloud integration & security

Microsoft® Office 365 SMB Champion

M

M

317 E. Wilson Street, Madison • 608.255.8998
670 S. Whitney Way, Madison • 608.274.5575

www.rubinsfurniture.com



JewishMadison.org   PLATINUM SPONSOR

BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

BMO Harris Bank is proud to support the Jewish Federation of Madison. 

Community.
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See How Far
Your Gelt Goes
While you and your family are at home lighting the menorah, the gelt you give to the
Jewish Federation of Madison is also providing light. Brightening lives around the world.

Your gelt is bringing food and comfort to our elderly in Eastern Europe, trauma counseling to
families in Southern Israel, Jewish education for children from Madison to Minsk to Mumbai.
And much more.

Your gelt helps the vulnerable in the Jewish community in hundreds of cities and towns
around the globe – as well as right here at home. So this Hanukkah, give what gelt you can
to the Jewish Federation of Madison. It will brighten your holiday to see how far it goes.



Sunday, December 6
3:30pm- 5:30pm
Goodman Jewish
Community Campus
in Verona

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation
of Madison, Gan HaYeled Preschool,
Madison Jewish Community Day
School, Yonim, BBYO, MOUSY,
MATTY – and more sponsors are joining
every day.  Contact program@ jewish-
madison.org to get involved.

Activities include:
MJCDS Maccabee March: a fun-run

for everyone! $5 donation suggested.  All
proceeds will go to buying gifts from a
wish list for families in need; MJCDS
students will shop for the gifts and wrap
them for the holidays.

Gan HaYeled Stuff the Box with

Socks: one of the things shelters say they
need the most at this time of year is socks
and undergarments.  Bring new or gently
used donations and help us fill the box to
the top! 

Yonim Design a Dove: Did you know
that Yonim means dove?  And doves are

a symbol of peace.  Join us for decorating
doves to be donated to local hospitals and
nursing homes as decorations for the hol-
idays.

Other activities include making cards
for lone soldiers, dreidel games and
Hanukkah crafts, and more mitzvot than

you can imagine all in one place! 
Please bring canned food, school

supplies and winter coats to donate.
Please contact Ellen Weismer to spon-

sor a mitzvah project or help with plan-
ning this program, program@jewish
madison.org 
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Direct Mailing Services

Full-Color Digital Printing
Large Format Banners & Signs
Copies, Faxes and much more!

Come see our wide selection of menorahs
and candles, dreidels, Hanukkah gelt
and gifts for the whole family!

www.orangetreeimports.com

Open Daily
Mon.-Fri. 10-8:00;

Sat. 10-5:30; Sun. 12-5

Orange Tree Imports
1721 Monroe Street
Madison, WI 53711

608-255-8211
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proving the financial reports. Countless
hours were devoted to this endeavor and
he was a tremendous help.

Eric also served on the Jewish Feder-
ation of Madison Board of Directors as
well as other committees and panels.  In
2012, along with his co-Chair, Jon Eck-
hardt, Eric played a key role in launching
the Jewish Business & Professionals
Roundtable, a program dedicated to the
interests of Jewish business executives
and professionals. This could not have
happened without his support and ex-
pertise.

Eric was extremely helpful in leading
the Jewish Federation of Madison Head-
quarters Committee, established in 2012
to address the needs and future of the fa-
cility.  Under his leadership, along with
co-chair Joe Shumow, the committee an-
alyzed the demographics, site needs,
community needs, and prospective real

estate for this project.  The committee
worked with an architect to develop a
building plan and, as of today, has a
sound proposal for the future of the
facility.

Eric has gone above and beyond what
any of us would expect in a volunteer and
his generosity continues to amaze us all.  

According to his wife, Sara, Eric
would tell you that his most important
role is being a father.  She says he is truly
an amazing father who is entirely
devoted to his four children.  

We are fortunate to have Eric in our
community.  We thank him for his gen-
erosity, his hard work, and his commit-
ment and dedication to ensure that the
Madison Jewish community continues to
be a thriving Jewish community.  It is
our privilege to present the 2015 Ben
Minkoff Volunteer Service Award to Eric
Schwartz. Congratulations Eric!

Schwartz Continued from page 1

Hanukkah Mitzvahthon
Your one stop mitzvah spot! Have fun and make a difference!



6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808 • info@jewishmadison.org • JewishMadison.org
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Jewish Business & Professionals Roundtable
Breakfast with Guest Speaker Dr. Sussman, Professor of Biochemistry at
UW-Madison and Director of the Biotechnology Center
Wednesday, December 2, 2015
7:30 am - 9:00 am
The Madison Club
5 East Wilson Street, Madison WI

We will discuss with Professor Sussman matters related to his own research and
the research being conducted on the UW–Madison campus at the biotechnology
center. Additionally, we will have him share with us his views of the growth and
potential of the biotech sector in Madison and in the state of Wisconsin. Plus, we
will ask him for his thoughts on current trends and issues facing researchers in this
most important field of scientific discovery

Register at jewishmadison.org or contact Lynn Kaplan at lkaplan@jewish
madison.org or (608) 442-4076.

The Spirit of Hanukkah (for Adults 21+)
Saturday, December 5, 2015
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Vom Foss
3248 University Avenue, Madison, WI

Kosher-style vegetarian tasting featuring traditional Hanukkah foods and liquor/
wine pairings. $25 per person. Space is limited. Register by December 1st.

Project Tzeva
Sunday, December 13, 2015
11:00 am-12:30 pm

Project Tzeva’s goal is to bring color, simcha, and connection into the community
by meeting once per quarter here in Madison and simultaneously in our partner re-
gion in Israel, Sovev Kinneret. We share a theme and an art project with the Israelis
and each group takes pictures of the art made and posts it to the Project Tzeva Face-
book page.

Cost: $10 each / $36 for all four sessions
Future Dates & Themes: March 27th (Masks), June 5th (Tree of Life)

Jewish Dialogue Sessions
Monday, December 14, 2015
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Jewish Dialogue on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Open to everyone in the Jewish community

Would you like to have a constructive, respectful conversation with other Jewish
people whose views about Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are different
from your own? Are you interested in talking about your experiences, feelings, con-
victions, and questions in an environment that promotes mutual understanding?

Join us for a unique dialogue moderated by Harry Webne-Behrman, a profes-
sional mediator, using materials from the Jewish Dialogue Group. Feel free to sign
up for one or several. These will continue on a monthly basis throughout the year.

Registration is required. For more information or to reserve a spot please con-
tact Sara at office@shamayim.org. Participants are encouraged to attend more than
one session. A $5 contribution is requested for each session.

This program is generously funded by an Innovation Grant from the Jewish
Federation of Madison and co-sponsored by Beth Israel Center, Congregation
Shaarei Shamayim, Jewish Federation of Madison, Temple Beth El, and UW
Hillel.

Schmooze & Tunes
Fall 2015 Program
Last date for Fall is Friday, December 4, 2015
9:15 am - 10:15 am
Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison

Schmooze…
Meet, socialize and network with other parents and their children in the Jewish com-
munity. Find out about other great programs in the Gan HaYeled Preschool. Get to
know other families with children who are between the ages of 3 months – 3 years
(older child welcome with younger sibling).

Tunes…
The Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool has created a special program with

Liron Weiss, who has a background in early childhood education. Liron will be of-
fering music classes for families in the Jewish community on Friday mornings in
the conference room of the Jewish Federation of Madison. The sessions involve
informal singing, moving, and instrument-playing activities that are appropriate for
very young children and their caregivers.

Each week, following the music portion of class, we have schmoozing time and
a delicious, homemade challah snack. This is a great way to meet other families
and introduce your children to Jewish friendships that may last a lifetime!

For more information, contact Rachel at gan@jewishmadison.org or call
(608) 278-1808.

Hanukkah Mitzvahthon
Sunday, December 6, 2015
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Goodman Jewish Community Campus in Verona

Please join us as we have a MJDS Maccabee March to benefit families in need,
Gan HaYeled Stuff the Box with Socks to benefit shelters in need, Yonim Design
a Dove to be given to patients in hospitals and nursing homes, making cards for
lone soldiers and more. Please contact Ellen Weismer with a Mitzvah project or for
more information at program@jewishmadison.org.
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Marc Shovers was elected President of
the Jewish Federation of Madison at the
75th Annual Meeting on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, 2015.  The following were his
remarks.

Thank you. First of all, I’d just like to
say, Mom, I told you that I’d be elected
president one day!  Seriously, I am incred-
ibly honored and humbled to be elected

President of this outstanding organization.
To paraphrase Jim Stein’s speech last
month at the Federation’s 75th Anniversary
Gala, I feel like I am standing on the shoul-
ders of greatness -- the shoulders of the
many dedicated men and women whose
tireless work built this organization into
what it is today.  Many of these leaders are
here tonight, continuing their service to our
Jewish community.  To them, I offer my
thanks -- and a warning that I’m probably
going to bother you all at some point, ask-
ing for your advice, guidance, and assis-
tance.  

When Andrea Stein called and asked
me to join the Gan HaYeled Committee 17
years ago, I never thought that my accept-
ance of her invitation would lead me to a
continuous and high level of involvement
with the Federation. And neither did my
wonderful wife, Jan, or I’m sure she never
would have encouraged me so forcefully
to join the Gan Committee.  “Our son is
going to the preschool.  You should join the
committee for a couple years so you know
what’s going on.”   Before I knew it, I was
chair of the committee, handed a pair of
tongs, and asked to start grilling hot dogs
for Gan’s fundraiser at the Annual Hava

Nagila Jewish Community picnic.  
But if it weren’t for my involvement

with Gan, I probably wouldn’t have met a
lot of the people who became some of our
closest personal friends.  Their children be-
came best friends with our children.  If I
hadn’t been asked to grill hot dogs, I may
never have even gone to the picnic.  And if
I didn’t go to the picnic, I probably would-
n’t have met so many of the talented and
interesting members of our community
who inspired me to deepen my commit-
ment to the Federation.  My tenure on the
Gan committee started my involvement,
and through this involvement I learned
about many of the other wonderful pro-
grams operated or supported by the Feder-
ation.  Our kids spent many blissful, and
exhausting, summers at Camp Shalom,
and Sam and Ben became enthusiastic par-
ticipants in Midrasha Hebrew High
School.  Both boys participated in the Mif-
gash program with our P2G community,
meeting and visiting Israeli teens on their
Camp Interlaken trip to Israel. And Jewish
Social Services was an invaluable resource
when my parents moved to Madison, and
its programs helped integrate them into the
community.  

Of course none of these programs and
resources would be possible without the
generous financial support of all of you in
this room, and the hundreds of others who
are not here tonight but who contribute to
our annual Tzedakah Campaign.  For that
tremendous support, I thank you all.  As
co-chair of this year’s campaign, it should-
n’t come as a surprise to any of you that I
have to take this opportunity to ask you to
give early and give often.  And if you are a
solicitor, please keep up your outstanding
work and continue to make your calls!  

I’m not just honored to be elected Pres-
ident tonight, I’m grateful for the opportu-
nity to continue to give back to this
organization that has given so much to my
family and me.  This is an exciting time for
the Federation, as our Headquarters Com-
mittee explores options to expand our fa-
cilities, the Long Range Planning
Committee looks to prepare for the future
needs of our community, and our outreach
program makes tremendous efforts to
reach out to newcomers.  I look forward to
tackling these issues with our new board
and our peerless professional staff.  Work-
ing together, we can accomplish great
things.  Thank you very much.  

Remarks from the New Federation President

In recognition and appreciation for their extraordinary generosity, Major Donors to
the Jewish Federation of Madison’s 75th Anniversary Tzedekah Campaign were hon-
ored at a dinner at Nakoma Country Club on October 27.  Community members en-
joyed a lovely meal hosted by Marv Levy.  Following dinner, guests were treated to a
wonderful concert filled with fabulous music performed by Kenny Lyons and musicians
from the University Of Wisconsin School Of Music.  

Special Thanks… We express our heartfelt appreciation to Marvin Levy for once
again generously offering his support of the major gifts dinner.  We also thank Jeff Levy
of Phillips Distributing Corporation for donating the wonderful wine selection for the
evening’s reception and dinner.

Thank you also to Judy Schreiber for once again volunteering her expert skill and
experience to plan the evening.

Marc Shovers, seated left, and family

Major Donors Honored at Appreciation Dinner



Good afternoon and welcome, once
again, to the annual meeting of the Jew-
ish Federation of Madison.  For the past
two years, I have been honored to serve
as President of the Federation. As most
of you know, I took office three weeks
after my wife, Andrea, passed away sud-
denly and unexpectedly.  Though I re-
ceived a lot of praise for taking on this
responsibility at a time of grief, the truth
is that I knew, and my family knew, that
serving as President would be healing for
me.  Andrea, who had a Master’s Degree
in Jewish Communal Service, always
quoted a verse from Pirkei Avot – the
Ethics of our Fathers – stating that Rabbi
Hillel said: “Do not separate yourself
from the community.” Though my in-
stinct at that time was to withdraw from
the community and everything around
me, I knew that the best course of action
was to remain engaged – fully engaged –
in Jewish communal life. I want to thank
all of you for supporting me during that
very difficult time and for trusting me as
President.

Being President of a Jewish organiza-
tion is akin to keeping a very large chair
warm.  The Chair does not belong to you
and is too large to warm by yourself. It
takes constant effort and teamwork - not
the cliché teamwork used by professional
athletes and commentators - but the con-
certed efforts of caring individuals who

are willing to commit their time, emo-
tional energy, and financial resources for
the betterment of our community and to
help those in need.  In Jerusalem Talmud,
Rabbi Yermiya is quoted as saying
“whomever is active in communal af-
fairs, it is like he is active in Torah study.”
Indeed, Jewish communal service is a
mitzvah and preparatory for much greater
things, both spiritually and for our Jewish
community. But Jewish community ac-
tivism also is a contact sport that is not
for the thin-skinned. A key to survival as
a Jewish community leader is recogniz-
ing the goodness of each volunteer’s Jew-
ish soul – and seeing that service to our
community is both a calling and privi-
lege.

Your handouts review our Federa-
tion’s signature programs, but I’d like to
highlight a few of our accomplishments
over the past two years, because they em-
phasize the breadth and complexity of
our activities. When I took office, I prom-
ised to listen, to challenge you, to pro-
mote Shalom Bayit, and to keep in mind
that we are Jewish, drawing on nearly
6000 years of wisdom and experience to
guide us.  The Pew Report on Jewish life
in the United States had just been pub-
lished.  In response, we decided to use
Federation funds to help support activi-
ties that have been demonstrated in social
science research to increase Jewish affil-
iation, Jewish literacy, and connections
with Israel: namely, Jewish overnight
camping, extended trips to Israel, and
participation in Jewish Day School. We
invested in the One Happy Camper pro-
gram, made possible by a matching grant
from the Grinspoon Foundation, to en-
courage children to have a residential
Jewish summer camp experience.  We
also allocated funds from our overseas
and national budget to support and en-
courage high school teens to travel to Is-
rael as part of a substantive group
delegation or school experience, and we
increased our annual allocation to the
Madison Jewish Community Day
School.  The day school is a community
gem that makes us very proud.  Indeed,
it had its first graduating class in 2014.

We secured external funding for our
Outreach program, which has success-

fully engaged individuals and families
while helping newcomers integrate into
the community of communities that is
Jewish Madison.  Our outreach pro-
gram’s signature perk - the Passport to
Jewish Life program - has been a tremen-
dous success and is greatly appreciated
by our houses of worship and local agen-
cies.  By giving a friendly face to com-
munity newcomers through its
Coordinator – Tiz Goff – and the Shalom
Madison, Shalom Baby, and Yad B’Yad
playgroup programs, our Outreach Pro-
gram epitomizes what has become
known as “relational Judaism,” after the
influential book by Dr. Ron Wolfson, the
Fingerhut Professor of Education at the
American Jewish University in Los An-
geles.  Its subtitle “Using the Power of
Relationships to Transform the Jewish
Community” provides a road map for
Jewish community growth - indeed, its
survival over the next century - and I en-
courage anyone interested in the Jewish
community’s future to read it.  

When it comes to the Federation, there
is too much to talk about, but in the inter-
est of time, I will simply highlight more
of what we accomplished in the past two
years:  a new and revitalized web page
and social media presence; the Innova-
tion Grants Program that has invested in
innovative Jewish programming by our
community partners; and strong leader-
ship. Our role as the Jewish community’s
leader was demonstrated by our role as
convener of meetings between the lay
and professional leaderships of the Fed-
eration and local houses of worship three
times yearly, to help us work together, as
a united Jewish community.  Unfortu-
nately, we also had to spearhead commu-
nity education and coordinated responses
to local anti-Semitic and racist graffiti, an
anti-Semitic speaker hosted by a local
college, and last summer’s Israel-Gaza
war.  But on a brighter note, we have
new, younger board members including
so-called “millennials,” updated
processes for local services allocations,
and just as important to me, we opened
each Board meeting with words of bless-
ing from our treasured community Rab-
bis, who helped us start each meeting by
recognizing the importance and Jewish
context of the work we needed to accom-
plish.  We also worked incredibly hard,

under the expert guidance, perseverance,
and dedication of Joe Shumow, Eric
Schwartz, and Joel Minkoff, to find new
space for the growing needs of the Fed-
eration, Gan HaYeled, and Jewish Social
Services. 

We are very privileged to have won-
derful professional staff.  Dina Weinbach,
the Federation’s Executive Director, has
been the most ardent supporter, caretaker,
and professional leader of our Federation.
She promotes Shalom Bayit and cares
deeply about our organization, our local
agencies, and all of Jewish Madison. She
is positive, professional, forgiving, and
caring. She has become a dear and trusted
friend.  Thank you, Dina.  The entire Fed-
eration staff – including Lynn Kaplan,
Ellen Weismer, Anne Shlimovitz, Rozan
Anderson, Svetlana Govorukha, Lynne
Ballesta, and Tiz Goff are invaluable as-
sets to our community who are over-
worked, under-paid, and do it because of
their love of Jewish Madison.

I’d also like to thank our volunteers,
who are too numerous to name, but I
have to call out and especially thank my
dear friends and Executive Committee
members, Jon Eckhardt and Rob
Roquitte, for innumerable bike rides with
me and emails from me about the Feder-
ation.  They always gave me wise advice
and support. I want to thank Joel and
Debbie Minkoff, Diane Seder, Tom
Palay, Lester Pines, Eric Schwartz, and
Steve Morrison – for always answering
my calls and emails.  They were patient
with my machinations and my mishe-
gash, provided sage advice, and always
stepped up with guidance, service, and
philanthropy when needed.  And finally,
I greatly appreciated Joe Shumow and
Marc Shovers for their steadfast support,
insights, and for injecting levity when I
was frustrated.  

We are in good hands for the future.
My prayer is that we greet that future
warmly, with open minds that respect our
sacred traditions, the advice of great Jew-
ish sages, as well as the advice of the
sages in our community, while simulta-
neously listening and implementing new
ideas as we evolve and strengthen our
local and world-wide Jewish communi-
ties.  Thank you again, for your friend-
ship and support of the Jewish Federation
of Madison.  
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Mazel Tov on the birth of:

Eli Hugo Livnat, to Bekah Friedman and Oren Livnat and grandparents Sally
Jones and Aaron Friedman

Zara Kaplan Cooper, to Elisa Kaplan and Ted Cooper, granddaughter of Cathy
and Tom Kaplan

Mazel Tov on the marriage of:

Sara Beth Temin, daughter of Rayla Temin, to Jonathan Rothenberg

Condolences to the families of:

Marvin Gottlieb, husband of Rhonda, father of Marci (Neal) Katz

Irving H. Rozenfeld, M.D., father of Jonathan (Jill Korey) Rozenfeld, grand-
father of Jordan and Sydney Rozenfeld

Bobbie Kunin, mother of Dale Kunin (Les Goldsmith); grandmother of Joshua
Kunin-Goldsmith (LoLo Noisette), Noah Kunin-Goldsmith (Stephanie Judge);
Seth Kunin-Goldsmith; and great-grandmother of Ayla Kunin

Helene Sweet, sister of Marlene (Allan) Novick and sister-in-law to Maier
Novick

Simchas & Condolences
The Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its appreciation

to these individuals who recently made a tribute donation

to honor someone or celebrate a special occasion

In memory of Andrea Stein
Barbara and Al Simon
Denny and Gary Geller

In memory of Irving H. Rozenfeld, M.D.
James Stein

In memory of Gerry Randy
Andrea and Avi Bernstein
Freda and Stephan Lehrer
Amy and Marty Fields

In memory of Nate Rudman
Dee and Ken Stein

In honor of Tiz Goff
Matthew Bernstein

President Remarks from James Stein
at the 75th Annual Meeting

James Stein
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and generous ongoing support.
• Twenty Innovation Grants for com-

munity groups and organizations funded
over the past three years totaling $71,930.  

• Camp Shalom completed its 61st
summer, the fifteenth at the Irwin A. and
Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community
Campus, serving 733 campers.  Camp
Shalom Noar Bogrim served 221 sixth
through ninth grade campers.  The suc-
cess of Camp Shalom is due to many fac-
tors, the staff being the most important.
We were privileged to have 105 staff
serving our two day camps this past sum-
mer. 

• $104,000 in Camp Shalom scholar-
ships was awarded to 180 campers who
would otherwise have been unable to at-
tend camp.  Camp Shalom has never de-
nied a child a camp experience based on
financial need. We are extremely proud
of this accomplishment, and are thankful
of the generous support of our scholar-
ship donors. 

• A total of $15,500 in full and partial
Gan HaYeled Preschool scholarships
was given to students in one or more of
the programs

• In partnership with the Foundation
for Jewish Camping, the Federation
made available up to $1,000 through One
Happy Camper to help send twenty
children to Jewish resident camps for the
first time.

• We worked with the Madison Met-
ropolitan School District to adopt a hol-
iday policy in regard to accommodations
for religious beliefs.  The Federation con-
tinues to intervene when we hear of prob-
lems in the schools and work to find
solutions. 

• We continue to monitor and respond
to incidents of anti-Semitism in our
community and are ever vigilant in pro-
tecting individual and civil rights and
safety for Jews as well as for all people.

• Community Outreach efforts in-
cluded meeting with over 50 families
who are new to Madison, who recently
had a baby, or who want to learn more
about the Jewish community.  The pri-
mary charge of our Outreach Program is

to connect and engage individuals and
families with the many opportunities
available to live Jewishly in the Madison
area.  

• Our community said goodbye to ten
Israelis this past Thursday who came to
Madison through our Partnership
2Gether program to run the Madison
Marathon and spend a week with us
learning about our community and build-
ing relationships with members of the
Jewish community.  These connections
will continue for years to come.  In Jan-
uary of 2017 we will send a delegation to
run the Marathon in Tiberias which is in
our partnership area in Israel. 

• In August, we began the thirteenth
year of participating in the Shlichut pro-
gram offered by the Jewish Agency for
Israel.  We said “L’hitraot” to Mickey,
Racheli and Ofek Komar Aziz at the end
of their two year Shlichut  and welcomed
our new Shlichim, Daniel Gill and Shirly
Gill-Raiz.  They have been working hard
to develop, organize, and facilitate Israel
educational programs for all parts of the
Jewish community.

• JewishMadison.org continues to be
a wonderful resource for our community.
We thank our Web sponsors, BMO Harris
Bank, Rubin’s Furniture, and Madison
Computer Works, for supporting the
website this past year.  

• Seventeen Future Directions partic-
ipants graduated from our leadership pro-
gram this past year.  Here tonight are:
Jami Caspo, Aaron Seligman, Lainie
Minkoff, Tiz Goff and Michael Minkoff.
We congratulate them and look forward
to their continued involvement in the
Madison Jewish community.

• 218 community members attended
the 75th Gala this past October.  It was a
wonderful community celebration in
honor of our leaders, our community and
our history.

For the sake of time, these are only
some of the highlights.  More programs
and activities can be found in the Annual
Report which also includes the outstand-
ing local agencies the Federation sup-
ports, the national organizations, and the

overseas agencies.  
I recognize that it takes time, talent,

energy and passion to do our work. No
report could capture the daily work of the
Jewish Federation of Madison and the
hundreds of volunteers who comprise it.
We are fortunate to have an amazing vol-
unteer network and an expert staff. I am
privileged to work with a fabulous pro-
fessional team.   Jim Stein mentioned the
Federation staff earlier this evening, but
I ask those who are in attendance to stand
so we can applaud their dedication and
hard work and show our thanks.

As I highlight a small sampling of our
work and acknowledge the people who
make it all happen, I do so by embracing
our challenges and with my vision to-
wards the Federation’s future.   
•We need to continue to engage more

people and invite them to join in the pro-
grams, activities, and work of the Feder-
ation. I invite you to be ambassadors for
the Federation and invite people to par-
ticipate and get involved in the work that
we do.
• We need to insure the success of

our campaign.  Without a successful and
growing campaign, the Jewish Federa-
tion would not and cannot exist.  I invite
you to be Campaign ambassadors for the
Federation and encourage community
members to make their annual increased
contribution today. Please talk with peo-
ple about the importance of meeting the
ever-changing critical needs and chal-
lenges of our community and the Jewish
community worldwide.  
• The 2014 Tzedakah Campaign

closed at $1,009,524.  The goal for the
2015 75th anniversary Tzedakah Cam-
paign, led by Alicia Schiff and Marc
Shovers, is $1,018,000. Every year there
are significant losses due to death and
other reasons.  At this point, we are 67%
of the way to our goal.  I invite you to be
ambassadors for the Federation by mak-
ing your own increased pledge to the
2015 75th anniversary Tzedakah Cam-
paign.  If you have already made your
pledge, thank you; this evening is the per-
fect time and opportunity to increase it.

If you have not made your pledge yet,
please do so right now … I’ll be de-
lighted to pick up your signed pledged
card before you leave.   Thank you.  
• The Jewish Federation of Madison

Endowment Committee, expertly chaired
by Rob Roquitte, has been working on a
planned giving program for our com-
munity.  This program has the potential
to alleviate some of the uncertainty of the
annual campaign if we create more en-
dowment funds and bequests.  Leaving a
legacy shows our commitment to being
Jewish; it shows a desire to live up to the
values instilled by our parents, grandpar-
ents, and the founders of this organiza-
tion; it’s an opportunity to give back,
share our good fortune, and make a dif-
ference.  We are part of something larger
than ourselves and this is a chance to
show your support and that you value
what is important to our Jewish commu-
nity.  Our goal this year is to enroll 75 or
more community members to indicate
their intent to leave a part of their estate
to the Federation in honor of the 75th an-
niversary.  Please join us in being a leader
in this effort by completing a form avail-
able on your table.  I have already made
this commitment and I invite you to be
ambassadors for the Federation by de-
claring your intent to leave a bequest and
encouraging community members who
are not here tonight to do the same.
Thank you. 

Knowing and boldly stating what our
challenges are is the first and most im-
portant step in solving them.  We have an
excellent Board of Directors and commit-
tee members; we have a superb staff.  To-
gether, we are working on engagement
strategies, educational opportunities, and
how to grow and strengthen our annual
campaign and other income opportuni-
ties. I look forward to continuing our
work together to build a strong, dynamic
and engaged Jewish community.   It is up
to us to insure that the legacy we inher-
ited from the past 75 years continues to
flourish.  L’Dor V’Dor – our Jewish Fed-
eration truly is from generation to gener-
ation.

Executive Director Report Continued from page 1
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Visit us online at www.templebethel-
madison.org. All events are open to the
community and take place at Temple Beth
El, 2702 Arbor Drive, Madison, unless
otherwise noted. 

We encourage members of the Jewish
Community to join Temple Beth El, and
we welcome prospective members to par-
ticipate in programs and activities. Please
contact David Hoffert, Executive Director,
at (608) 238-3123 or executive@tbe
madison.org for membership information.

Office Hours: 9am-5pm M-TH; 9am-
3pm Friday.

Our office will be closed December
25, 2015, and will close at 2pm on
December 31.

Jewish Congregations for
Social Justice Racial Justice
Speaker Series
7pm; Thursday, December 3, 2015, at
Beth Israel Center 

“Criminal Justice System in the
Quest for Racial Equity” – Linda
Ketcham, Executive Director of Madi-
son-area Urban Ministry
7pm; Thursday, January 14, 2016, at
Temple Beth El

“Addressing the Educational Gap in
Dane County” – Michael Johnson,
Executive Director of the Boys and Girls
Club of Dane County

Shabbat Starts Here!
Weekly Welcoming of
Shabbat
Every Friday!
5:30pm Family Fridays Shabbat
activities for kids
5:45pm Family Fridays Shabbat
service w/songs & stories
6:15pm Informal family-friendly
buffet dinner provided* or bring your
own
7:15pm Shabbat greeting and
gathering before the evening service
7:30pm Shabbat evening service
approx. 8:45pm Oneg Shabbat
following the service

*pay what you can, suggested dona-
tion $5/person 

Everyone is welcome! Come for all or
part of the evening.

Learn more at www.templebethel-
madison.org

Jewish Summer Camp Style
Shabbat Hanukkah
Friday, December 11, 2015                                          
5:30pm—Hanukkah Activities for
Kids of all ages
5:45pm—Family Fridays Shabbat
Service. Hanukkah Candle Lighting*
6:15pm—Camp Style Family Fridays
Shabbat Dinner with a Hanukkah
twist.

Latkes  | Driedels | Camp Games—Oh
My!

Suggested donation $5/person.
7:15pm—Community Hanukkah
Candle Lighting*
7:30pm— Jewish Camp Style Friday
Night Shabbat Service with D’var
Torah teaching by Jerry Kaye, Direc-
tor of Olin Sang-Ruby-Union Insti-
tute (OSRUI). Our campers will be
participating in leading the service.
Everyone who has been to Jewish
summer camp will be called to the
Torah for the blessing. 

Oneg Shabbat to follow.
* Bring your Hanukkiah and 7 candles

to light with us for the 6th night of
Hanukkah for whichever service you at-
tend.

Contact Aleeza Hoffert at engage@
tbemadison.org or (608) 238-3123

Temple Beth El Kesher
Israeli Film Series: “Noodle”
Wednesday, December 16

Temple Beth El Kesher Israel Com-
mittee started a five-part film series in
August. All films are on the 3rd Wednes-
day of the month. Doors open at 7:00pm,
with movies beginning at 7:15pm. Israeli
snacks provided, discussion following
the film. 

“Noodle” – A Chinese woman work-
ing in Israel for an Israeli flight attendant
finds herself suddenly deported for over-
staying her work visa.  Due to her poor
command of Hebrew she is unable to
convince the authorities that she has a
young child with her.  Miri, the flight at-

tendant, finds herself in charge of the
child (Noodle) and determines to reunite
him with his mother. 

The film is a touching comic-drama in
which two human beings – as different as
Tel Aviv from Beijing – accompany each
other on a remarkable journey, one that
takes them both back to a meaningful
life.

Run Time: 100 minutes, Rated PG,
Country: Israel, Director Ayelet Mena-
hemi

Brunch & Movie
Sunday, December 20, 2015
11 am — Brunch at Granite City,
West Towne Mall

How about this for a relaxing Decem-
ber Sunday?  Join us for brunch at 11:00
am at Granite City Food and Brewery in
West Towne Mall, followed by a movie
at nearby Point or Sundance Cinemas. 

At Granite City (enter directly from
the Mall parking lot) you can have your
favorite breakfast of eggs, pancakes or
French toast, or try their salads, burgers
or flatbreads.  

In terms of movies, we expect some
holiday season knock-outs – including
movies with Bruce Willis, Tina Fey, Cate
Blanchett and Alvin and the Chipmunks.
And lest we forget, the newest from Star
Wars. 

We will have the movie schedule
available at brunch so we can plan ahead
and get to our chosen theater on time.

Please RSVP for brunch to engage
@tbemadison.org

Chinese Food & Double
Feature
Thursday, December 24, 2015
4:30pm “Ratatouille”
6:30pm Chinese Food Dinner
7:30pm “Prime”
$10/person RSVP by Monday,
December 21, 2015

Register online or to Aleeza Hoffert at
engage@tbemadison.org or you can call
(608) 238-3123.

Bring your blankets and pillows and
snuggle up for movie night at Temple
Beth El. Come for one or both films and
dinner. We’ll have snacks during the
movies and we’re bringing in a yummy
Chinese food dinner from Hong Kong
Café.

Temple Beth El
Congregational Retreat
Friday evening, January 15, through
Sunday morning, January 17, 2016
(MLK Weekend)

At URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Insti-
tute (OSRUI) in Oconomowoc, WI

Join your Temple community for an-
other magical congregational retreat this
winter. Rebecca Starr will be our
Scholar-in-Residence. Her sessions will
center on the theme “Finding the path
to Righteous and Just Living.”

Rebecca Starr comes to us from
Michigan with an extensive background
and experience as a Jewish adult educator
in a diverse set of Jewish communities.
For more information and to register visit
http://www.templebethelmadison.org/
congregational-winter-retreat/ or contact
Aleeza Hoffert at engage@tbemadison.
org or (608) 238-3123.

Tots and Tunes
2015 Sundays  - Dec. 6
2016 Sundays  - Feb. 7, Feb. 28,
Mar. 13 & Apr. 3 
9:30am-10:30am in the Adult Lounge

Fun for all children, newborns to 5
year olds!!!

There will be singing, crafts, challah
& juice. Come hang out with leaders
Lynn R. and Kenny L. as they teach the
tots about Shabbat and Jewish holidays
through songs and crafts! 

Grades 9-12
For questions about MaTTY, our High

School Youth Group, please contact
Naomi, at matty@tbemadison.org 

Hanukkah Casino Night
Saturday, December 12
7:30pm-9:45pm

Celebrate Hanukkah this year with
MaTTY at our Hanukkah Casino Night.
We will enjoy delicious Hanukkah treats,
light the 7th candle on the hanukkiah, and
play dreidel and card games. Bring your
hanukkiah so we can light them all to-
gether as a community. Feel free to bring
your non-Jewish friends to this event so
they can learn about Hanukkah, Judaism,
and MaTTY! 

Cost: $10 for MaTTY Members, $15
for non-MaTTY Members 

RSVP by Thursday, December 10, to
Naomi Segal at matty@tbemadison.org
or online at http://www.templebethel-
madison.org/learning/youth/.

NFTY Winter Kallah at
OSRUI
Friday, December 18 –
Sunday, December 20, 2015

Spend an amazing three days filled
with fantastic programs, new friendships,
creative services, and snowy adventures
at NFTY’s Winter Kallah! Register on-
line at www.nfty.org/no/events/winter/.
Registration closes after Monday,
December 7. If you have any NFTY-
related questions please contact Naomi
Segal at matty@tbemadison.org. 

Grades 5-8
For questions about MuTTY, our jun-

ior youth group, please contact Eva, at
mutty@tbemadison.org

MuTTY Hanukkah Game
Night!

December 5, 2015, 6pm-8pm in the
Temple Beth El, Youth Lounge

We will play dreidel among other
games, eat sufganiyot (donuts), and cel-
ebrate Hanukkah together!

$5 includes dinner, dessert, and
games!

Questions? Contact Eva Bernstein at
mutty@tbemadison.org

MuTTY Homework Club
Wednesday, December 9, 2015
6:15pm-8:00pm in Temple Beth El’s
Youth Lounge

MuTTY’s December Homework Club
will be on Wednesday, December 9 after
religious school.

• Get homework done
• Eat pizza
• Make new friends
• And it’s totally free!
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Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center

Congregation News

Every Friday 5:30–7:00 pm
Welcome Shabbat together with other families

in a casual, joyful and song-filled weekly gathering.
Everyone is welcome! Perfect for ages 0 to 10.

2702 Arbor Drive | Madison, WI 53711

Questions? engage@TBEmadison.org
bit.ly/FamilyFridaysTBE

www.templebethelmadison.org

Temple Beth El

(Continued on page 11)



Come see what our traditional, egali-
tarian community is all about. Please
contact Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon
(rabbi@bethisraelcenter.org), Executive
Director Elissa Pollack (elissa@bethis-
raelcenter.org), or Education Director
Beth Copelovitch (education@bethis-
raelcenter.org) with questions about up-
coming events, membership, education
for children and adults, or anything else
you might like to know about our syna-
gogue. You may also call (608) 256-7763
or visit our website, www.bethisraelcen-
ter.org, for more information.

Here are some highlights from our
December calendar:

Kolot Kehilla
Sunday, December 6
9:30-11:00am

Our Sunday morning speaker series
featuring the voices of our community
(kolot kehilla) continues on December 6
with a discussion called "All You Ever
Wanted To Know About Global Warming
But Were Afraid To Ask" with Ankur
Desai, Associate Professor of Atmos-
pheric and Oceanic Sciences, University
of Wisconsin-Madison. Please consider a
$5 donation to offset the cost of this pro-
gram, which includes a light breakfast.

Hanukkah Party
Tuesday, December 8
5:45pm

We’re bringing in kosher Chinese
food! And serving latkes and sufganiyot,

of course. We’ll also play games, enjoy
music, and more! The party will start
after minyan and Talmud Torah (around
5:45pm). Also, we’re collecting new toys
to donate, in keeping with the tradition of
giving Tzedakah on the third night of
Hanukkah. Cost is $18 per person.

MOUSY Program
Saturday, December 12
6:45pm

Calling all high schoolers! Come hang
out with other Jewish teens and make no-
sew fleece blankets to donate to a worthy
cause. Contact Deborah Hoffman at 256-
7763 or hoffman@bethisraelcenter.org
for details.

Rosh Hodesh Tevet
Sunday, December 13
8:15am

Celebrate the new month during
morning minyan at Beth Israel Center. A
light breakfast will be served after serv-
ices.

Yom Rishon
Sunday, December 13
10:00-11:15am

Come experience family education for
preschoolers at its finest! Each session in-
cludes art, movement, music, stories and
snacks as well as age-appropriate learn-
ing on a Jewish theme for preschoolers
and their grownups. Yom Rishon meets
about once a month during the school
year. Put all of our 5776 sessions on your
calendar: December 13, January 31, Feb-
ruary 21, March 13, April 10, May 1.

Hold the Date:
Supper Quiz – January 30

Our 8th Supper Quiz will be on Satur-
day, January 30. Register for this fun Sat-
urday night event as an individual,
couple, or team of up to eight people.
Watch for more details in the January
MJN or subscribe to Beth Israel Center’s
weekly e-newsletter.

Adult Education Programs:

Conversational Yiddish
Mondays, 7pm, in the Mercaz at
Beth Israel Center

Join Yiddish enthusiast and talented
teacher Sylvia Grunes at Yiddish class on
Monday nights, 7-8:30. Sylvia builds a
love for the Yiddish language and culture
through her long-running classes. Come
learn from a master – all levels welcome
and encouraged to attend. 

Talmud
Wednesdays, 9am, in the Mercaz at
Beth Israel Center

Study Talmud in Hebrew and Aramaic
with Rabbis Joshua and Rebecca Ben-
Gideon. New students are welcome any
time. Contact either Rabbi Ben-Gideon
or subscribe to our e-newsletter for infor-
mation about this year’s topic.

Hebrew Reading Level II
Thursdays, 7pm, at Anna's home

This class is designed for those inter-

ested in reading Biblical Hebrew through
study of the weekly Torah portion.
Whether beginner or intermediate readers,
all levels of knowledge are welcomed. Led
by Anna Heifetz. Contact the office to con-
firm the schedule and location. 

Shabbat Services
Fridays at 5:45pm
Saturdays at 9:30am

Looking for warm, inspiring, and
egalitarian traditional Shabbat services?
We welcome Shabbat every Friday
around 5:00 as people begin to gather and
toast the week that was. Lively, song-
filled services begin at 5:45. 

Our Shabbat morning worship begins
with P’seukei D’zimra and continues
through Shacharit, Torah service and
Musaf. We join together for a communal
kiddush lunch after services every week.
Children’s services for babies, preschool-
ers, and elementary school age children
begin at 10:30 most weeks. Visitors are
always welcome!

To receive schedule updates and other
information, subscribe to our e-newslet-
ter or “Like” us on Facebook. For the e-
news, find “Get our E-announcements”
on our website or email office@bethis-
raelcenter.org and ask to be added.

Beth Israel Center

Congregation
Shaarei Shamayim

Congregation News
December 2015                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Madison Jewish News/11

Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish
Reconstructionist and Renewal congre-
gation, welcomes new and prospective
members, as well as visitors, to partici-
pate in our services, discussions, classes,
and celebrations. For more information
or to learn about events, please visit our
website at www.shamayim.org, email us
at office@shamayim.org, or call (608)
257-2944.  

Shabbat Evening
Potluck: Get Ready
for Chanukkah!
Friday, December 4, 6:00 pm
Please call the office for location.

Celebrate Shabbat in community and
join us for our monthly potluck in a
member’s home. It’s a very child-friendly
space and children are welcome.  We will
get ready for Chanukkah with games and
stories.  All are welcome.

Come Light the Menorah:
Celebrate Chanukkah with
Shaarei Shamayim
Friday, December 11, 5:30 pm
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive

Gather in the early evening for a fes-
tive meal, followed by singing, activities,
and games for all ages.  Please bring a
vegetarian dish to share. 

Shabbat Morning Services
Saturdays, December 12 and 26
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive

On December 12 the congregation
celebrates the bat mitzvah of Lianna
Pront.  Services begin at 9:30 a.m. and
are followed by a kiddush lunch.  On De-
cember 26 we will have a lay-led Torah
study at 9:30 a.m. and service at 10:30
a.m.  All are welcome.

Questions? Contact Eva Bernstein at
mutty@tbemadison.org

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor
(20- & 30-somethings)

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor (“dor”
means “generation” in Hebrew) is for the
Jewish 20- & 30-somethings community
in and around Madison. We’re open to all
young adults, and organized through
Temple Beth El (http://www.temple-
bethelmadison.org). Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Madis
onsJewsNextDor/

The Spirit Of Hanukkah
Saturday, December 5, 2015
6:30pm-9:30pm
Vom Fass, 3248 University Avenue,
Madison, WI

Kosher-style vegetarian tasting featur-
ing traditional Hanukkah foods and

liquor/wine pairings.
$25 per person. Space is limited.
Register by December 1st
For Adults 21+
Register at http://www.jewishmadi-

son.org/
Sponsored by Jewish Federation of

Madison and Temple Beth El

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor
Meet & Greet Dinner
Thursday, December 17, 2015, at 7pm
Location TBD

Hungry and ready to mingle? All 20-
and 30-somethings of the Jewish commu-
nity are invited to meet, greet, and eat our
way through a tasty family-style dinner
together.  Dinner will be $20 or less per
person; please bring cash with you (small
bills are appreciated). RSVP appreciated
to Aleeza Hoffert at engage@tbe
madison.org. Walk-ins welcome.

611 NORTH SHERMAN AVENUE  | MADISON  | 608-663-5500

www.mannacafe.com

• Beef Brisket and Matzo Ball Soup
• Hand-formed Bialys on the weekends
• Rugelach, Rugelach and more Rugelach

Whether it’s breakfast, lunch or dinner, Manna
has been nourishing the soul for the past 10 years

Warm up at Manna this Winter

Temple Beth El Continued from page 10



The Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish
Studies is delighted to welcome Amos
Bitzan to the University of Wisconsin-
Madison this fall as the new Frances and
Laurence Weinstein (Assistant) Professor
of Modern European Jewish History.

Before coming to the University of
Wisconsin, Professor Bitzan was a re-
search fellow at the Katz Center for Ad-
vanced Judaic Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania for the academic year 2014-
2015. He began and completed an article
there that challenges current understand-
ings of the origins of academic Jewish
studies in 19th-century Germany and has
recently been accepted for publication by
the Journal of the History of Ideas. Dr.
Bitzan also presented papers at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s Gruss Colloquium
on “Doing Wissenschaft: The Academic
Study of Judaism as Practice 1818-2018”
and at a conference on “The Rise of Na-
tionalism and the Nineteenth-Century Jew-
ish Literary Imagination” at Yale
University.

Professor Bitzan’s current research
project centers on the early intellectual for-
mation of the Jewish historian Heinrich
Graetz (1817-1891). He argues that
Graetz’s discovery of the pleasures of read-
ing literature as a young yeshiva student
led him to a particular vision of how one
ought to understand the history of the
Jews: with heart and mind fully engaged.

Bitzan became interested in why nine-
teenth-century German Jewish intellectuals
considered the process and content of read-
ing as supremely important. For example,
most believed that reading the right kinds
of books with the proper sorts of sentimen-
tal and cognitive attentiveness was crucial
for the cultivation of the individual. At the
same time, they cast other types of reading,
such as some forms of Talmudic and ha-
lakhic (Jewish legal) study, as intellectually
and morally harmful. Graetz aimed to chal-
lenge the religious culture of legally-ori-
ented textual study by proposing one based
on the reading of narrative.

Bitzan was attracted to his topic by the
mesmerizing accounts Graetz and other
nineteenth-century intellectuals recorded
in their diaries, memoirs, and letters. He
got hooked by the detective work of ex-
plaining obscure references, tracking down
links among various writers, and tracing
the footsteps of protagonists by research-
ing the towns, institutions, and bookshops
they frequented. Bitzan hopes his students
also come away with a passion (or at least
a liking) for the discipline of history, noting
that, although historians often disagree on
the causes of a particular event and some-
times even on what happened, they share
a commitment to transparent analysis of
the sources and to understanding past indi-
viduals, cultures, and societies on their
own terms. 

As a scholar in the field of Jewish stud-
ies, Bitzan hopes that his students will be-
come familiar with the great insights into

major human questions that Jewish
thinkers and cultures have produced since
antiquity. Studying the experiences of Jews

in different regions, states, and societies,
also sheds light on the larger histories of
those times and places.

After taking a break upon passage of
the state budget this summer, the State
Legislature reconvened for the Fall Session
in September. 

Things quickly became controversial
when Republican leaders unveiled a series
of bills meant to significantly re-structure
the Government Accountability Board,
change campaign finance law, modify the
civil service hiring process for state em-
ployees, and limit John Doe investigations
involving elected officials. 

Many of these bills were quickly passed
by the State Assembly, but were modified
by the State Senate during an extraordinary
session held on November 6. As of this
writing, the State Assembly had yet to vote
on the amended versions of the campaign
finance and Government Accountability
Board bills. 

The Fall Session officially ended on
November 5, but the Legislature can still
meet in extraordinary session. The Legis-
lature will officially re-convene in January

2016, and is scheduled to formally adjourn
for the 2015-16 Legislative Session in
April. 

Legislative issues of interest that the
Legislature may take action on in 2016,
include the following: 

Long-term Care Reform: The 2015-
17 state budget requires the Department of
Health Services (DHS) to make significant
changes to the state’s Medicaid long-term
care programs for people with disabilities
and older adults, Family Care and IRIS.
DHS is set to unveil their proposed plan to
create a new program, currently being re-
ferred to as Family Care and IRIS 2.0, by
April 2016. 

Safe Harbor: Assembly Bill 267/Sen-
ate Bill 200 would prohibit a child sex traf-
ficking victim from being charged with
prostitution. In addition, the bill requires
law enforcement to refer cases where a
child is suspected of being forced to en-
gage in prostitution to a child welfare
agency for investigation. No action has
been taken on this proposal at this time. 

Returning 17-year-olds to the Juve-
nile Justice System: Assembly Bill 378/
Senate Bill 280 would return first-time,
non-violent 17-year-old offenders to the ju-
venile justice system—they are currently
tried in adult court.  No action has been
taken on this proposal at this time, but the
bills have wide bi-partisan support. 

Photo I.D. on FoodShare Cards: As-
sembly Bill 222 would require FoodShare
Benefit cards to contain a photo I.D. of the
recipient.  The Assembly approved AB 222
in November, and it is now available for a
vote before the full Senate. 

Window Bill: Assembly Bill 348/Sen-
ate Bill 262 removes the statute of limita-
tions for bringing a lawsuit against a
member of the clergy for sexual assault in-
volving a child. No action has been taken
on this proposal at this time.  

Campus Carry Act: Assembly Bill
480/Senate Bill 363 would allow individ-
uals to carry a concealed weapon on UW
System and Technical College grounds and
in campus buildings. No action has been
taken on this proposal at this time.
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J. Wexler Law S.C.

Legal solutions for families in transition

Janice K. Wexler 
Attorney At Law

                     info@jwexlerlaw.com
                 www.jwexlerlaw.com

6702 Stonefield Road, Middleton, WI 53562
Phone 608-203-6365    Fax 608-234-5960

      Cohabitation Agreements / Premarital Agreements
        Grandparents’ Rights / Paternity / Child Custody
Child Support / Alimony / Maintenance / Children’s Rights
       Post Judgement Modifications / Domestic Abuse

    Happy Hannukah!

Divorce and legal separation are difficult enough without
destructive, expensive court battles.  There is a better way.

At J. Wexler Law, we use the collaborative model to find legal
solutions for families in transition. It is a better approach for
people who have been in significant relationships, especially
when children are involved, because it allows people to continue
to have a relationship after the formality is over. It is the least 
confrontational way to get the best outcome.

We apply the same principles to the other areas of family
law we practice.

Bar and Bat Mitzvah
Photography by

Sharon Radbil Cooper
✡

Ar�ully serving the Madison Jewish
Community for 10 years

➤ Commitment to Excellence
➤ Reasonable Rates
➤ No Ordering Fees

6083544503
Please see my website at

www.srcooperphotography.com

est. 1984

yoga • pilates • meditation
workshops • teacher training

www.moundstreetyoga.com

MOUND STREET
YOGA CENTER

1342 Mound Street, Madison

Mention this ad and receive $5.00 off
purchase of a 5 or 10 class pass

New Frances and Laurence Weinstein Professor
of Modern European Jewish History
BY MEGGAN WOODBURY-BILOTTE

Busy Fall Session Brings
Controversy to State Capitol
BY MICHAEL BLUMENFELD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Wisconsin Jewish Conference



Friday night at University of Wiscon-
sin’s Hillel is extremely special. Every
Friday evening, the pluralistic Jewish
student center on campus welcomes in
Shabbat with services and dinner that are
open to students and community mem-
bers throughout the Madison commu-
nity. During the month of November,
Hillel hosted numerous themed Shabbat
events that a number of students helped
to plan. These events attracted both new
and familiar faces to the building on
Langdon Street and helped Hillel con-
tinue to create a sense of community for
Jewish Badgers all around Madison.

On Friday, November 6, Hillel hosted
Jiggle Shabbat. The Jewish Greek
League (Jiggle) aims to promote com-
munity, respect, and cooperation among
all Jews and non-Jews across Greek Life
at UW-Madison. The purpose of this
Shabbat was to bring together the Greek
Jewish community with other Jewish
students on campus. The event was ex-
tremely successful and enabled Jiggle, a
rising organization on campus, to collab-
orate with Hillel and welcome myriad
students to a fun Shabbat evening that in-
cluded a delicious brisket dinner. Hillel
looks forward to continuing to work with
Jiggle on more events throughout the

year, including the upcoming Destress
Fest on Tuesday, December 8.

In addition to a themed Shabbat serv-
ice and dinner, Hillel also hosted Speed
Schmoozing: After Shabbat Edition on
Friday, November 13. The event fol-
lowed Shabbat services and dinner and
provided Jewish students on campus
with the opportunity to get to know one
another on a more personal level in a re-
laxed environment. The speed schmooz-
ing event was planned by Hillel’s
engagement associate, Rebecca Schwab,
and a team of student interns. Those who
attended the event enjoyed dessert and
had the opportunity to get to know their
fellow Badgers. The social event was ex-
tremely successful as students hung out,
talked to new people, and schmoozed the
night away. 

“Hillel is such a great environment
that when you spice things up, such as
Shabbat, it really enhances the experi-
ence and brings it to another level,”
stated Miss Schwab. “Allowing various
student groups to participate in the plan-
ning of Shabbat programming creates
something really special. Moreover,
these themed events brought a cross-sec-
tional group of students to Shabbat and
showcased the amazing programming
that takes place at Hillel,” she stated. In
addition to the student interns, Schwab

also works with the Jewish Greek
League. She was beyond pleased with
the turnout at the November events,
specifically the number of new faces that
participated in the Hillel Shabbat expe-
rience. She looks forward to seeing these
students return for Shabbat, including
the upcoming themed Camp Shabbat on
Friday, December 4, as well as other
events and activities hosted by Hillel.
The Jewish student organization looks
forward to continuing to work with its

student interns and student groups in
planning, organizing, and promoting fu-
ture Shabbat services and dinners and
other events that attract Jewish students
throughout the Madison area.
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No carpet we remove will
end up in a landfill.

Hillel Puts a New Spin on Shabbat
BY SADIE DORF AND AMY KASMIR

Showing Wednesday, December
16, 2015

Arbor Street doors open at 7:00pm
Showing: 7:15pm
Enjoy the usual free snacks, com-

radery, and post showing discussion.

“NOODLE” 
A Chinese woman working in Israel

for an Israeli flight attendant finds her-
self suddenly deported for overstaying
her work visa.  Due to her poor com-
mand of Hebrew she is unable to con-
vince the authorities that she has a

young child with her.  Miri, the flight
attendant, finds herself in charge of the
child (Noodle) and determines to re-
unite him with his mother. 

The film is a touching comic-drama
in which two human beings – as differ-
ent as Tel Aviv from Beijing – accom-
pany each other on a remarkable
journey, one that takes them both back
to a meaningful life.

Run Time: 100 minutes
Rated PG
Country: Israel
Director Ayelet Menahemi

TBE Kesher Israel Film
Series Movie: “Noodle”

608 441 8620  ·  www.brightstarcare.com
Independently Owned & Operated

EXPERIENCE A HIGHER STANDARD OF CARE
> Personalized, RN Plan of Care
> Certified Nursing Assistants
> Flexible Schedules
> No Contract

> Personal Care
> Meals & Medication Reminders
> Light Housekeeping
> Errands & Shopping

Come join us ...

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 6

Community
Hanukkah

Mitzvahthon
3:30-5:30 pm at the
Goodman Jewish

Community Campus
in Verona

TUESDAY-THURSDAY
DEC. 29-31

Winter Maccabiah
Calling all 2-8 graders. Join

us for some winter fun and a
little healthy competition at
the Goodman Campus. Staff
needed! Camper registration

and staff applications are
both available online at
www.jeishmadison.org

SUNDAY
MARCH 13

Hamantashen Baking
Workshop with
Susan Roquitte.

Our annual Hamantashen
bake is always a hit, this
year we will be filling,
folding and baking at

Temple Beth El.

SUNDAY
MARCH 20
Community

Purim Carnival
at Temple

Beth El
Save the Date!

More details TBA!

Look for
more details in future

editions of the
Madison Jewish News

or check online at
www.JewishMadison.org

UPCOMING FAMILY EDUCATION EVENTS
Organized by the Family Education Committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison
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Jillian is a UW student from New Jer-
sey. She had been to Israel a number of
times with her family, something she
considered merely a rite of passage into
Jewish life, not very different than her
Hebrew school education and Bat Mitz-
vah. In the summer of 2015 she joined
Rabbi Mendel Matusof and 39 other UW
students on a Birthright trip to Israel. Jil-
lian is now leader of the Madison Israel
Club, a CAMERA-sponsored group for
Israel education on campus. She organ-
izes multiple speaking events on campus

every semester to teach the students
about Israel and the challenges it faces
every day. 

Upon arriving in Madison, Eden
joined a Jewish sorority, feeling at the
time that this was adequate participation
in the Jewish community. Arriving in Is-
rael, she learned about the many people,
including the IDF soldiers with her on
Birthright, who dedicate their lives to a
Jewish cause greater than themselves.
With this newfound Jewish pride and in-
spiration, Eden returned to campus,

joined Jewish classes and became an ac-
tive participant in the UW Jewish com-
munity. 

Birthright Israel, the 10-day free trip
for college students and young adults to
Israel, is both fun and educational. Many
people might see these two goals as mu-
tually exclusive. Either you sit listening
to lectures or you are out and about ex-
ploring the country. 

Chabad’s Birthright provider,
Mayanot, won a Birthright award for best
educational Birthright trip, and it is still
known for being a very exciting and fun
trip. Rabbi Mendel explains that the edu-
cation on Birthright need not be in a
classroom or from lectures. Because an
American rabbi travels with every one of
the Mayanot Birthright trips, all the ex-
periences, sights, and trips are seen and
discussed, not only from the perspective
of Israeli Jews, but from an American
perspective as well. Rabbi Mendel says
that he wants students to return from Is-
rael with a strong Jewish identity. His
goal is to motivate them to be active par-
ticipants in the Jewish and pro-Israel
community, marry Jewish, and raise a
Jewish family. 

After leading 13 trips for more than
500 students, Rabbi Mendel believes that
he has been extremely successful in this
goal. What about the goal of making
Aliya and returning to Israel? “That is a
bonus” he says. “Most American Jews
will not be moving to Israel, although
some may go back for a semester or a

year. Israel and the Jewish world needs
more proud, active and engaged Jews, no
matter where they live.”

Josh is one of seven Birthright partic-
ipants going to Israel in January for a se-
mester abroad. “While I had thought
about studying abroad in Israel before
Birthright,” he says “the trip with Chabad
really sealed the deal for me. We ended
the Birthright trip with an amazing cou-
ple days in Jerusalem that reminded me
how special and connected I feel when
walking the streets of that holy city.” Josh
has chosen to go to Hebrew University in
Jerusalem. “Birthright in general and
Chabad in particular gave me a small
taste of the uniqueness of identifying as
a Jew and feeling connected to Israel. I
chose to return for a full semester so that
it can shape my future and who I will be
as an adult. I am not even sure five
months will be enough,” he said. 

Birthright with Chabad Leads
to Further Jewish Involvement

A UW Birthright trip with Chabad.

Josh donning Tefillin in Israel, an inte-
gral part of Jewish/Israeli spirituality.

www.cressfuneralservice.com

WEST
3610 Speedway Road • 238-3434

MIDDLETON
6021 University Avenue • 238-8406

EAST
3325 E. Washington Avenue • 249-6666

SUN PRAIRIE
1310 Emerald Terrace • 837-9054

STOUGHTON
206 W. Prospect • 873-9244

McFARLAND
5801 Hwy. 51 • 838-0655

DEERFIELD
201 Bue Street • 764-5369

WAUNAKEE
5785 Hwy. Q • 849-4513

Wishing you and
your loved ones

peace and harmony
on the occasion of

Hanukkah!■ Companionship (including cueing,

monitoring and activities)
■ Care Management
■ Meal preparation and clean up
■ Light housekeeping and laundry
■ Medication reminders
■ Personal care (bathing, dressing

and grooming assistance)
■ Assistance with walking
■ Running errands and driving to

appointments
■ Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
■ Up to 24-hour Care and Live-in
■ RN Supervised, Bonded & Insured
■ Much more

FREE In-Home Assessment

608-729-5365
www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

Quality
of Life
for your Loved One

Care and comfort at a moment’s notice.

Sherry Lessing • 608-828-5115
First Weber’s “Top” Realtor

Your relocation specialist. Whether you’re moving
into, out of, or just around town.

lessings@firstweber.com • www.sherrylessing.com

Happy
Hanukkah!
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THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

JewishMadison.org               

      Jewish-Federation-of-Madison    

@JewishMadison

www.JewishMadison.org

(608) 278-1808

It is with deep satisfaction and an abiding commitment to my community that I sign this declaration so that my intended contribution can provide for future

generations and ensure continuity of services and programs in the Jewish community.

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________ Date _____________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) ___________________________________________________ Email __________________________________________________

❑ I have already included the Jewish Federation of Madison in my estate plan.

❑ I will provide the Jewish Federation of Madison with documentation of my commitment.

❑ I prefer to convey my commitment verbally.

My charitable plan includes:

❑ Bequest in my will ❑ Recommendations from a donor advised fund

❑ Distribution from my trust ❑ Gift of life insurance

❑ Designation from my retirement plan ❑ Other (specify) ________________________

❑ I intend to include the Jewish Federation of Madison in my estate plan and will make this provision during the next ______ months.

Privacy Statement

❑ I prefer to remain anonymous and do not want recognition.

❑ To encourage others to make commitments that will ensure a vibrant future community, I permit my name to be recognized and listed in

printed materials. My name should appear as follows:

Printed Name ____________________________________________________ Please return to:

Jewish Federation of Madison

Signature _______________________________________________________ 6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719

Declaration of Intent
to Create Your
Jewish Legacy

in honor of the Jewish Federation of
Madison’s 75th Anniversary! The
Jewish Federation of Madison is
currently on a campaign to enroll 75
or more members of the community
to indicate their intent to leave a part
of their estate to the Federation.
A non-binding statement of intent is
now available – you can find a link to
it at www.JewishMadison.org or
please use the form below. Please
consider filling out and submitting the
form. Although not binding, it displays
your best intentions. Thanks for
helping us reach our goal of 75 in
honor of our 75th Anniversary!

Be one of the first 75

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON, WI 53713
608-277-9111   •    Fax: 608-277-9666

Proud supplier of Camp Shalom
T-shirts and accessories since 1974!

Happy Hanukkah!

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

Baird does not offer legal advice.
 ©2015 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-44199_A.

Complete financial solutions.
At Baird, we have the deep expertise to address your complete financial 
picture. From investment and estate planning services to preparing for a 
child’s education or your retirement, our talented professionals have the 
breadth of skills and experience to help you achieve great outcomes – 
and the commitment and caring you want at every step along the way.

The Laufman Brown Group 
Private Wealth Management

Baird 
8000 Excelsior Drive, Suite 302 
Madison, WI 53717 
608-831-1100 . 800-888-4792

Mark D. Laufman  
Managing Director

Richard M. Rieder  
Assistant Vice President  
Senior Client Specialist

June H. Brown 
Financial Advisor 

Nicole L. Thomas 
Client Specialist
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Photos from Our Run2Gether Week With
Visiting Israelis, November 4 – 12

Read all about the week in our Shaliach Daniel Gill’s
column on page 30 in the Israel and The World section



danebuylocal.com

We all win when you
THINK
LOCAL
FIRST!

Oakwood Village University Woods • 6205 Mineral Point Road • Madison, WI 53705

Find us on
Facebook

At Oakwood Village University Woods, you’ll find a variety of living options – from studio apartments
with kitchenettes to one- and two-bedroom apartment homes with screened porches and balconies

with up to two bathrooms and 1,700 square feet. You will also find a choice of financial options
including Life Lease and rental programs. But no matter which options you choose, you’ll still

enjoy all the services and amenities Oakwood Village University Woods has to offer.

Call today to schedule a personal appointment and discover what’s waiting for you
at Oakwood Village: 608-230-4266. Or visit us online at www.oakwoodvillage.net.

A walk in the woods led me to ...

Community Hanukkah Mitzvahthon
A One Stop Mitzvah Spot

Sunday, December 6  •  3:30-5:30 p.m.
Goodman Jewish Community Campus in Verona

7762 County Highway PD
Featuring activities organized by the Madison Jewish community:

MJCDS Maccabee March – Donate dollars to participate in this

fun run/walk. Proceeds will be used to purchase holiday gifts for

families in need.

Gan HaYeled Stock the Box with Socks – Bring new socks to

donate to local homeless shelters. All sizes needed!

BBYO Spin for Schools – Donate school supplies for a chance to

spin the dreidel and win a prize

MOUSY/MATTY No Sew Fleece Blankets

YONIM – decorating doves to donate to local senior centers for

holiday decorations

Sufganiyot – Donate canned foods and decorate a delicious

donut to enjoy

Coat Drive – Donate a winter coat and decorate mittens

Remember to bring your donations! This event is organized by the

Jewish Federation of Madison’s Family Education Committee
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L’SHANA TOVA!
May your home be blessed through the coming year.

Professional Service for all your real estate needs!

Sue Goldstein, CRS, GRI, SRES

276-5203  •  goldstes@firstweber.com

Professional Service for all your real estate needs!

May the lights shine brightly in
your home this holiday season.

Happy Hanukkah!

FREE GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES
when you place an ad in Madison Jewish News!
Contact Tiz Goff at outreach@jewishmadison.org



“Quality Care , Compassionate Communication”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY

1848 WALDORF BLVD.  | MADISON  | 497-1392
WWW.SONDELFAMILYVETERINARYCLINIC.COM

2015
GOLD
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Contacts: 
Rabbi Hannah Gr

Contacts: einbachDina WWe  at 608-442-4070 or Dina@JewishMadison.or
eensteinRabbi Hannah Gr  at (414) 390-5764 or HannahG@MilwaukeeJewish.or

MilwaukeeJewish.or

 at 608-442-4070 or Dina@JewishMadison.or
 at (414) 390-5764 or HannahG@MilwaukeeJewish.or

g/CommunityMission2016.orrg

g  at 608-442-4070 or Dina@JewishMadison.or
g at (414) 390-5764 or HannahG@MilwaukeeJewish.or

g/CommunityMission2016

Deposits are due by December 11, 2015
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It’s never to early to begin thinking
about your child’s elementary education.
A visit to Madison Jewish Community
Day School is the best way to get to
know what Madison’s only Jewish day

school has to offer your child and your
family:

•Kindergarten-Grade 5
•a welcome for Jewish children of all

backgrounds
•Daily Hebrew Language Instruction
•Small Classes & Individualized

Learning

On a tour, you can expect to visit our
classrooms and see classes in progress,
learn about our curriculum, and discuss
school life with the Head of School.

Tours are held several times a month
at 9:15 am, and require registration. Up-
coming dates include:

Thursday, November 19
Tuesday, December 8
Monday, December 14

To register for one of these tour dates
or to arrange a visit at another time,
please contact Rabbi Rebecca Ben-
Gideon at (608) 204-9900 or at
rabbi@madisonjewishdayschool.com. 

MJCDS Fall Tour Dates
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The Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe
was thrilled to be a part of Hadassah’s
Every Heart Counts event in Novem-
ber.  As you can see from the picture,
the participants had a chance to learn a
dance after watching the Yonimers per-
form.  It was a rewarding experience
for the dancers because they do not
often get to do cross-generational danc-

ing. On December 6th, Yonim will be
part of the Federation’s Hanukkah cel-
ebration! Stop by our table to help us
decorate Yonim (doves) to be donated
to local nursing homes for holiday dec-
orations.  There will be a mitzvah
marathon and, of course, dancing. Con-
tact us at yonim@jewishmadison.org
for more information.

Yonim Participates in
Hadassah’s Every
Heart Counts Event

Like Us on Facebook!
Find us at

www.facebook.com/jewishmadison
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1075 Water Street, Prairie du Sac
643-8565 • www.milwaukeevalve.com

May the lights
of Hanukkah
shine brightly
on your family

and home

BETHKEBETHKE
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

25
1.2222

Em
er

ge

ncy
Service 24/7

Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioners
Humidifiers • Duct Cleaning

Preventative Maintenance Plans

bethkeheating.com

Racial Justice Speaker
Series – “The Education
Gap and Boys and Girls
Club Solutions”
January 14, 2016
7-9 pm at Temple Beth
El, 2702 Arbor Drive

 
Michael Johnson, the President and

Chief Executive Officer for Boys & Girls
Clubs of Dane County (BGC), will speak
to the Jewish community about the edu-
cation gap in Dane County and the BGC's
initiatives to keep kids in school and get
them into colleges. Madison’s Jewish
Congregations for Social Justice (JCSJ)
is pleased to sponsor the program on
Thursday, January 14, 2016, from 7:00
pm to 9:00 pm at Temple Beth El, 2702
Arbor Drive. Michael Johnson is
renowned as an inspirational speaker. 

The vision of the Boys & Girls Club
of Dane County is to inspire and em-
power all young people to reach their full
potential as productive, responsible and
caring adults. Johnson’s priority is to en-
sure BGC continues to be a leader in
youth development through working with
local partnerships to produce positive
outcomes for young people and their
families. 

Boys and Girls Club of Dane County
offers an array of programs for youth
ages 7 to 18. 

• College Club is a college prep pro-
gram for 1st through 12th grade students
that is built on a foundation of academic

monitoring, tutoring and case manage-
ment.  College Club creates a space and a
platform that validates students and their
life experience and focuses on topics like
goal setting, college entry, understanding
financial aid, career development and life
skills.  Through a partnership with Madi-
son Metropolitan School District, Boys
and Girls Club programs have produced
graduation rates of over 90% for five
years in a row, with more than 82 percent
of their students currently enrolled in
local colleges and universities. 

• STAR (Saving to Achieve Results)
Credit Union’s mission is to instill finan-
cial literacy and responsibility by provid-
ing access to financial services. 

• Homework/Tutoring time is sched-
uled into after-school programming. Club
members have the opportunity to work
with certified teachers, volunteers and
club staff to get their homework assign-
ments completed. 

• Creative & Performing Arts (CAPA)
program enables Club members to realize
and develop their talents and skills in cre-
ative, performing, and fine arts through
creative learning activities and experi-
ences. 

• BGC’s Summer Camp Program pro-
vides youth with the opportunity to par-
ticipate in positive, fun-filled activities.
They also receive daily meals, a summer
literacy program, and weekly field trips
that will provide them with exciting sum-
mer experiences. Kids who attended the
2014 summer camp program rose to the
challenge of defying “summer learning
loss” and read over 50,000 pages and
1,000 books. 

BGC is fighting against grim statistics
from Race to Equity: A Baseline Report
on the State of Racial Disparities in Dane
County.  In 2011, Dane County’s African
American third graders were 4.5 times
more likely than their white classmates
not to meet reading proficiency stan-
dards. African American youth in the
Madison public school district had about
a 50% on-time high school graduation
rate, compared to 85% for white students.
Black 12th graders were only half as
likely as white 12th graders to take the
ACT exam. Of those taking the exam,
African Americans averaged a score of
18, compared to a white average of 24.
After accounting for the relative numbers
of the black and white enrolled students,
data indicate that suspensions from Dane

County public schools were 15 times
more likely to involve a black student
than a white student.

On January 14, Michael Johnson will
analyze BGC’s successes and the chal-
lenges in the Dane County community.

For more information the Boys and
Girls Club of Dane County go to their
website www.bgcdc.org/

The Jewish Congregations for Social
Justice is a joint project of the social ac-
tion committees of Beth Israel Center,
Congregation Shaarei Shamayim, and
Temple Beth El. We work together to ex-
pand our capacity for social action, build
new connections and provide a Jewish
volunteer presence in the larger commu-
nity.

Jewish Congregations for Social Justice

Michael Johnson

• Top Producing Madison and Dane County Agent
• Accredited Senior Real Estate Specialist
• 20 Years Experience
• Exclusive Buyer Agency/
  Exclusive Seller Agency
• Residential Resale, Homes,
  Condos, New Construction,
  Waterfront Property
• UW Madison Alum

Restaino & Associates Realtors
2945 Monroe Street, Madison • 608-695-4068

SSchwartz@restainohomes.com • www.SteveSchwartzrealestate.com

Steve Schwartz
ABR, CPS, SRES

Experience. Integrity. Results.

Wishing you a wonderful Hanukkah and
Best Wishes in the coming New Year!
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The month of November was busy at
Midrasha.  Each of the classes has been
working on a final presentation to wrap-up

what they have learned this semester.  The
students will present their work to the rest
of the Midrasha student body.  Check back

in January for pictures and more details
about what they created!

The Run2gether delegation from Is-
rael came to Midrasha to meet the stu-
dents and talk about their lives.  The
runners visited with the students in 8th -
10th grade and told them about their lives
in Israel, asked them about their lives in
Madison and discussed Jewish life and
the differences between our two coun-
tries.  Now, when these students travel to
Israel they will have connections in the
Sovev Kineret region that they can con-
tact and reconnect with.  

Hebrew students participated in the
Global Day of Jewish Learning on Sunday,

November 15th. The theme this year was
Love, Devotion, Desire and Deception and
the students looked at Hebrew texts related
to these themes.

Midrasha will be in session on Wednes-
day, December 2, Sunday, December 6 and
Wednesday, December 9.  

Classes will resume on Wednesday,
January 27 at Temple Beth El.  Sunday He-
brew classes will still be at Beth Israel
Center next semester.

It’s not too late to join Midrasha. To
register for semester two please go to
www.jewishmadison.org

Keep in touch with what’s going on at
Midrasha – like us on Facebook!

What’s Up at Midrasha?

One Happy Camper Grants
Available This Month!

The Jewish Federation of Madison has part-
nered with the Foundation for Jewish Camp to
bring the One Happy Camper program to
Madison.  If you have a camper in grade 2-12
you may be eligible for a grant to fund Jewish
overnight camp for the first time.

To determine if you are eligible for the One
Happy Camper grant please read below.  If you
believe that your camper meets the criteria please complete the application by click-
ing on the provided link. Campers must be registered for camp before applying for
a One Happy Camper grant.  JFM grants are limited and distributed on a first-come-
first-serve basis.

The JFM One Happy Camper Program provides grants to encourage children to
attend overnight Jewish camp for the first time.  It is not a scholarship fund and is
not need-based.  Our goal is to engage families who are considering sending their
children to Jewish overnight camp and, in effect, to give them up to $1,000 off their
camp fees to try a Jewish one.

The following outlines the eligibility criteria for this program:
• $1,000 grants awarded to first-time campers attending camp for 19 or more

consecutive days, $700 for campers attending 12-18 consecutive days. 
• First-time camper must be entering a grade from 2-12 (after camp).
• Camper must attend one of the 150+ non-profit, Jewish, overnight camps listed

on the Foundation for Jewish Camp’s website (www.OneHappyCamper.org/
FindaCamp).

Note: This program is an outreach initiative for children who are not currently re-
ceiving an immersive, daily Jewish experience. Children who attend Jewish day school
or Yeshiva are not eligible for program. If your child is not eligible and/or if you are
interested in learning about financial-needs based grants or other camper funding
opportunities please visit www.JewishCamp.org/ Scholarships, contact your camp, or
please call Ellen Weismer (608) 278-1808 for additional assistance.

The Big Idea: Linking
Jewish Educators from
Preschool to Adulthood

Last month our community was
lucky to have Rabbi Jeffrey Schein and
Dr. Deborah Schein join us for several
learning opportunities.  The Family Ed-
ucation committee and Gan HaYeled
Preschool organized a program on Sun-
day morning called The Spiritual De-
velopment of the Young Child. Dr.
Schein, author of What’s Jewish About
Butterflies?, led participants in a hands-
on workshop looking at how children
develop their spirituality.  She talked
about her research and discussed how
the values-based learning in Jewish
early childhood settings, combined with
the Reggio Emilia philosophy and ex-
periences in nature, can foster the spiri-
tual development in children and how
this cultivates a culture of kindness. It
was a really powerful discussion for the
group, followed by a nature walk with
the children to make a special nature-
rattle called a Nattle.

The following day, Dr. Shein joined
forces with her husband, Rabbi Jeffrey
Schein, and together the two led our an-
nual Jewish Community Teacher Train-
ing.  The afternoon began with a World
Café discussion based on the text Al

Shlosha Devarim.  The participants di-
vided into two workshops.  Dr. Schein
led the teachers in a workshop about
Jewish early childhood education and
spiritual development and Rabbi
Schein, who received a Covenant Grant
for his project “Text Me,” led a work-
shop about how to incorporate technol-
ogy into our Jewish classrooms.  The
participants discussed if this is a priority
to them, looked at some of the risks in-
volved and had meaningful discussions
about how the use of technology in the
classroom could have an impact on our
students.  Finally, after a falafel dinner
catered by Adamah, the educators en-
joyed a discussion, moderated by
Daniel Pekarsky, linking the two
keynotes and showing how they are
connected.

Bringing all of the teachers from the
Jewish schools together for an afternoon
of learning is not something you see
everywhere.  It demonstrates how com-
mitted we are to having high quality
Jewish educators and educational pro-
grams in our community.  Kol Hakavod
to everyone who was involved in mak-
ing this event a success!
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SUMMER CAMP AND
ISRAEL PROGRAMS
Time to start thinking about your
summer plans already!  Please
visit www.JewishMadison.org
for information on youth summer
camps and organized trips to Israel.

Ivrit B’Kef (Hebrew Fun)
Time for Hebrew, time for FUN!!!

Kindergarten – 2nd graders are invited to join
Daniel Gill, our community Shliach, on a fun

adventure through the Hebrew language. Daniel
will lead the students in 18 exciting sessions of

exploring the letters of the Aleph Bet and
developing reading and writing skills through
structured lessons, arts and crafts, movement
and more!  No Hebrew language experience is

necessary, all levels welcome.

Dates: Tuesdays, January 19 – May 24
(no class on March 22nd)

Time: 3:45 pm – 5:30 pm
$320 for your first student, $300 for any

additional children

Registration is available at
www.jewishmadison.org. For more information

please contact Ellen Weismer,
program@jewishmadison.org

The Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool has created a special program with
experienced teacher Liron Weiss. Liron has a B.Ed. in physical education and
brings in her rich experiences as a Reggio Emilia preschool teacher and her love
for movement and music! Come experience ‘The Shabbat Feeling’ with your child
every Friday!

This one-of-a-kind program is designed to ignite children’s passion for music
and movement while looking at the world around them and experiencing Jewish
values and traditions. Repetition of familiar tunes, dances, and books will stimu-
late children’s musical ability. Through engaging activities we will learn each
other’s names and watch as children’s language skills increase through singing
and vocal play. Through favorite finger plays and lap bouncing or jumping, we
will laugh together and explore new ways to interact with our children. We will
always use instruments and props during class and discover old and new ways to
utilize those props, encouraging hand-eye coordination and boosting our chil-
dren’s creative minds! We will end the class with some favorite Shabbat songs
and enjoy a delicious homemade challah provided by Gan HaYeled.

This great class will enhance bonding between the child and caregiver while
encouraging the discovery of sounds, movement and textures, all in a full hour
of pure growing, learning and joy!

Program Details:
Fridays, 9:15 to 10:15 am
Dates: January 22 through March 11 (Winter Session); April 1 through May

27 (Spring Session). No class April 29.
Cost: $150 for both sessions or $80 for Winter Session (additional fee of $40

for participating siblings); $80 for Spring Session (additional fee for participating
siblings). *Price includes an age-appropriate musical instrument.

For more information, contact Rachel at gan@jewishmadison.org, or register
online at JewishMadison.org.

TunesSchmooze

Learn and Grow with Schmooze & Tunes

Solomon, from the Bet Class, is
working on a class Mitzvah project.
They are sending fall greeting cards
to senior adults. The whole class plays “Uno.”

Daniel enjoys finger painting in
the Dalet Class.

The “Late Care” kids are enjoying the mild weather and
painting outside.

Look at Sasha’s
beautiful hands.

Israelis from the Run 2Gether group visit
the Bet Class with Daniel.

Dalet kids are great game players. They play
Dominos.

Aliza and Yonatan are playing Noah’s Ark with
their friends.

The Bet Class takes a little rest while on
their nature walk. The Gimel Class is playing Noah’s Ark outside.

Daniel, Sam, Nevo and Nitzan are the Shabbat
Helpers of the Week.

Look What’s
Happening at
Gan HaYeled
Preschool
This Fall!
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Volunteer for Jewish Social Services!
Add something special to your life –

Volunteer for
Jewish Social Services.

Volunteer  application at
www.jssmadison.org/
becoming-volunteer

or call (608) 442-4083 for information

Our mission: Our dedication to serv-
ice will improve the quality of life and
maintain the dignity of our clients in a
compassionate and caring atmosphere.
Volunteers will enhance the ability of the
agency to achieve its overall mission. 

Current Volunteer Opportunities

Only a Few Days Left to Sign up to
Deliver Hanukkah Menorahs –
Don’t Delay!

Volunteers deliver and set up electric
menorahs, return once or twice if possi-
ble to “light” the candles and pick up the
menorah at the end of the holiday.  Have
a little visit and share the holiday!  The
first candle is Sunday, December 6.  To
sign up, contact Louise Goldstein at
(608) 278-1808, (608) 442-4083 direct

or at louise@jssmadison.org.

Designated Shopper: Take a charm-
ing and friendly older woman to do er-
rands once or twice a month; west side.
Requires authorization to drive (provide
copies of proof of insurance and driver's
license, plus driver's record check).

Bikur Cholim (visiting the sick):
Visitors make brief visits, does not have
to be on a regular basis but can be when
convenient for you:

• Middleton: a middle-aged disabled
woman in assisted living is very socia-
ble. Being quite a bit younger than the
other residents, she especially appreci-
ates visits from “the outside.” 

• Middleton:  a very sweet elderly
woman in memory care.

• Verona & Southwest Madison: two
elderly women with dementia would
benefit from brief, drop-in visits. They
need reassurance and pleasantries.

Hang out with a Disabled Bears Fan
A middle-aged man with disabilities

living in an east-side nursing home is a

huge Bears fan (sorry, Packers fans!)
and enjoys watching other sports and
TV shows. We are looking for the right
guy to hang out with him a couple of
times a month, watch a Bears game or
other show and share the experience.
He also enjoys going for “walks” in his
wheelchair and loves classical music. 

Goodman Lechayim Lunchtime Plus:
“It’s all fun - the volunteers are a wel-
coming, fun and funny group and the
participants are always appreciative.”

Lechayim meets at Temple Beth El
on most Mondays during the academic
year. Volunteers set up, serve, clear, wel-
come participants, socialize with partic-
ipants and make sure that everyone feels
welcome and included. While we seek a
weekly commitment, we are very flexi-
ble. Volunteers arrive at different times
and stay for varying amounts of time
within the 11:00-2:00 time frame, de-
pending on their tasks; most volunteers
do not stay the whole time.

Youth Volunteering, Youth Group
Projects and B’nai Mitzvah Projects 

Come talk with us about doing a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah project with Jewish So-
cial Services. There are also opportuni-
ties for older youth and youth groups to
volunteer and contribute to the commu-
nity, develop new skills and have fun.
Contact Louise Goldstein at (608) 278-
1808 or (608) 442-4083 direct for a
brochure or to discuss doing a mitzvah
project with Jewish Social Services. 

Double your Volunteering Mitzvah
Check with your human resources

department to see whether your com-
pany has a policy of matching employ-
ees’ community volunteer hours with a
monetary donation to the agency for
whom the employee volunteers. What a
great way to enhance the benefits of
your volunteer work!

Deducting Expenses Incurred while
Volunteering

Some expenses incurred during vol-
unteer work are deductible. Volunteers
should keep records and save receipts
for these expenses. Check with your tax
advisor about these deductions. 

You are Invited to a
Retirement Party for

Louise Goldstein
Sunday, December 13
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Beth Israel Center
1406 Mound Street Madison
Please join us in celebrating the upcoming retirement of

Louise Goldstein and also celebrate our fabulous volunteers.
Louise and the JSS volunteers have done so much for the JSS
community; we would love for this occasion to reflect our
gratitude for their time and commitment!

Light refreshments will be served. We look forward to
seeing you there!

RSVP to Jewish Social Services by Monday, December 7.
Call 608-278-1808 or email: office@jssmadison.org

L’hitraot and Todah Rabah to our Volunteers
As I contemplate my retirement from Jewish Social Services at the end of this year, I’m keenly aware of the richness these

last twelve and a half years have afforded me.  My time at JSS has been filled with the opportunity to build and enjoy relation-
ships with clients, volunteers, staff and community members. What good fortune I have had to meet and interact with so many
people, to hear their stories and share a part of their lives! We live in a community with an abundance of good will, caring and
commitment to enriching the lives of those around us. Jewish Social Services volunteers play a significant role in carrying out
that commitment and it has been a delightful gift to work with you on a daily basis. I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all
the JSS volunteers I’ve had the pleasure to know over these years; you guys are the best! So I’ll say “L’hitraot” – I’ll see you
again – and not goodbye, because I hope to see many of you around town!

~ From Louise Goldstein



Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Promotional Products

Turn your tzoris into a
mitzvah! Call 278-1808 to
donate your used vehicle
to Jewish
Social
Services.

Donate Your Vehicle

www.jewishmadison.org

Check
us outonline!

JewishMadison.org

since 1977 ~ 238-5698

Providing personal service for …
• Invitations • Stationery

• Wedding and Party Consulting
• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
gan@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Israeli Dance

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Square • 274-5255
Willy East • 294-0116  | Willy West • 836-1450

Offering a variety of deli items including
smoked salmon, lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for over 30 years!

Food and Dining

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN SERVICES

when you place your ad in

Madison Jewish News
in print or online.

Contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404
or email: outreach@jewishmadison.org

Advertising

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404 or email outreach@jewishmadison.org

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.org

Welcome to Madison

New Baby?

Yonim Israeli
Dance Troupe
welcomes
all kids
K-12th grade!
For more info contact:

yonim@jewishmadison.org

• Are you new to Madison?
• Are you looking to get more involved in 

Madison’s amazing Jewish community?
• Have you been here for years, but are looking

for a new social circle or activity group?

Shalom Madison is for you! Tiz Goff will
help link you to the Jewish Community
through your interests and availability.

Contact Tiz at outreach@jewishmadison.org
or call 773-620-4404 for more info.

Are you pregnant or recently had a baby?
Would you like to meet other Jewish caregivers

and their little ones ages 02?
Shalom Baby is designed to help Madison

families celebrate the arrival of their
Jewish newborns and welcome them to

the Madison Jewish Community.

For more information on joining a playgroup or
class, or receiving a Shalom Baby gift basket,

contact Tiz Goff at 7736204404 or email
outreach@jewishmadison.org

Education

Camp Shalom

Make Every Day A Great Day,
Join Us for Summer 2016!

Exciting Daily
Programming

for K-9th grade

Hebrew High School for grades 9-12.
Contact Ellen Weismer for information:

program@jewishmadison.org

www.jewishmadison.org

Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!
Dr. Neal Katz

608-241-0848 • www.feetbegood.com

PODIATRIST • FOOT SPECIALIST

SERVING ALL AGES AND FOOT DISORDERS

Provider for Medicare, Medicaid, Dean and
Physicians Plus HMOs, Independent Insurance Carriers
and Preferred Provider Networks.

NEW PRIMARY OFFICE:
664 W. Washington Avenue, Madison

ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS:
East Madison and Stoughton

Jewish Social Services
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After an 8-week kickball season that ended with
an “awesome” 4-4 record, and a spot in the playoffs,
the Matzah Balls are at it again. Most of team has
come back ready to play....Dodgeball! We are throw-
ing balls at our competition, which helps us burn off
frustration from the day (and maybe a few calories),
building as a team, and most important of all - having
fun! Our season runs through January 21. Contact Tiz
Goff at outreach@jewishmadison.org if you want to
sign up as a sub or get in on the Matzah Balls’ next
sports adventure.

The Matzah
Balls Try
Dodgeball
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The gates to the human brain – the research made by Y. Danilov at UW.

Like Us on
Facebook!

Friends of Jewish Federation of
Madison can get timely program-
ming updates, tell us what you

“like,” and spread the word about
the work we do with your generous

support. See photos from recent
events, add yours to our albums,
encourage friends to join you in
supporting Jewish Federation of
Madison, and more. Find us at

www.facebook.com/
jewishmadison.



A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison A Senior Adult Program of Jewish Social Services

Lechayim     Lights
Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
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Lechayim is cancelled when the Madison Metro-
politan School District closes schools due to
inclement weather. Listen to the radio, check a local
TV channel or the Internet for school closings. If Madi-
son schools are open but we think Lechayim should be
cancelled, we’ll decide by 8:00 am, contact those with
reservations for Lechayim and post the cancellation on
our website.

Lechayim Snow Day Policy

December
Lechayim Calendar

Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions provides door-to-door service for $1 round trip, payable

to the driver. Contact Louise Goldstein at (608) 278-1808, (608) 442-4083
(direct) or louise@jssmadison.org by 2:00 pm the preceding Friday. Wheel-
chair accessible vehicles are available upon request. Please contact us if you
need to cancel a ride.

Making Lechayim Reservations
• When you check in at Lechayim, sign up for the following week.
• Call Louise Goldstein at (608) 278-1808 or (608) 442-4083 (direct) or

email louise@jssmadison.org by 12:00 p.m. on the preceding business day.
• Reservations cannot be taken after noon on Fridays or over the weekend.
• If you didn’t make a reservation in time but would like to come, call

Louise before 10:00 a.m. on Monday to see if there have been cancella-
tions. We regret that we are unable to guarantee a meal for last minute reser-
vations or walk-ins.

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus at Temple Beth El, 2702
Arbor Drive. Contact Louise Goldstein at (608) 278-1808, (608)
442-4083 (direct) or louise@jssmadison.org no later than 12:00 pm
the preceding Friday. A vegetarian or strictly kosher option is
available with a reservation. If you are over age 60, a minimum
donation of $4.00 is suggested, but please only pay what you can af-
ford. The cost of the meal is $7.50 for those under age 60. 

MANY THANKS TO BLUE PLATE CATERING FOR
PROVIDING OUR KOSHER-STYLE MEALS!

Monday, December 7, Lechayim celebrates Hanukkah
11:00-12:00 Generation RX:  Medication Safety Assessment with

the Wisconsin Society of Pharmacy Students
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Broiled Whitefish, Potato Latkes with Sour Cream &

Applesauce, Sufganiyot
1:00-2:00 Klezmer music with Yid Vicious

Monday, December 14
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
12:00-1:00 Couscous-Stuffed Eggplant, Sautéed Brussel Sprouts,

Garden Salad, Mini-Chocolate Eclairs
1:00-2:00 Jim & Nan Youngerman, “Inside Viet Nam”

Monday, December 21, An Appreciation – by Louise
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Chicken Picatta, Greek Salad, Fruit Salad, Surprise

Dessert
1:00-2:00 Farewell to Louise

Monday, December 28, Lechayim does not meet

Next month’s dates
January 4, 11, 25

An Appreciation from Louise
I’ve seen many changes at Lechayim over the last dozen-plus

years, including new caterers, new locations and different
menus.  One thing that hasn’t changed in all these years and that
is an integral part of the Lechayim culture is the way people heed
the biblical injunction to “remember the stranger, for you were
once strangers…”  This is what I’ve loved the most about Mon-
days at Lechayim, this over-arching friendliness and inclusion
that drives and sustains the program and its people.

A strong nucleus of volunteers has cheerfully persevered
while welcoming new volunteers and saying goodbye to others.
An equally strong core of participants has experienced more than
its share of goodbyes but has also greeted newcomers whole-
heartedly, enveloping them in the Lechayim embrace as full
partners.  As I leave, I know that my successor will experience
that same warm Lechayim welcome and will be embraced in the
same way.  Before you know it, the stranger will have become
a dear friend and colleague, and that is the best legacy I could
hope to leave.  

Thank you all for sharing that embrace with me and
allowing me to love you back.
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Scenes from Lechayim

To see more photos:
Photos by Louise Goldstein

Our annual Hanukkah celebra-
tion at Lechayim is al-
ways a freilach
(happy) affair, and this
year promises to keep
that tradition alive and
glowing. Join us on
Monday, December
7, to light candles, eat
latkes and sufganiyot, possibly
win a door prize and enjoy the
klezmer sounds of Yid Vicious,
the local band that has been vol-
unteering at Lechayim for many,
many years.  Dancing is encour-
aged!

It may be cold in Madison in
December, but on Monday, De-
cember 14, we’ll travel to more
tropical climes through the eyes

and stories of Jim and Nan
Youngerman when
they present their trav-
elogue, “Inside Viet
Nam.”  Jim and Nan
are familiar friends of
Lechayim and we’re
delighted to
welcome them back.

Jim Youngerman is a Madison at-
torney and former president of
both Jewish Social Services and
Jewish Federation of Madison.
Nan is a retired teacher from the
Madison Metropolitan School
District and past president of Jew-
ish Social Services. They are both
passionate travelers. Since their
last gig at Lechayim their daughter
Becca has married and they be-
came grandparents when William

Jones Youngerman was born just
a few months ago.

Monday, December 21, will be
Louise Goldstein’s last Lechayim
as JSS’ Director of Volunteer
Services & Senior Group Pro-
grams, as she is retiring on De-
cember 24.  There will be a special
farewell and Louise will present a
photographic retrospective of her
twelve and a half years with
Lechayim.

About our Programs

Nan and Jim Youngerman

Yid Vicious in action.

For changes, updates or new information about
any Jewish Social Services program,

check our website at

www.jssmadison.org

Do you  need an “oddjobber” to do a few small but necessary
chores for you? Jewish Social Services volunteers can help! Con-
tact Louise Goldstein at (608) 278-1808, (608) 442-4083 (direct)
or email louise@jssmadison.org.

Need an “Oddjobber”?



Lechayim Lights
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Transitions
Happy December Birthday

Alene Wiseman
Charlie Meyer
Estelle Katz 
Eve Siegel

Janice Oltman
Jean Esch-Theobald

Karen Shevet Dinah
Natalia Chubukova

Ron Lapin
Shelley McNamer

Stacy Graff
Susan Eichhorn

Mazel Tov
To Louise Goldstein, on her retirement from

Jewish Social Services.

Bon Voyage, Welcome Back
Harsha Keister, India

Anita Parks, Virginia Beach

Condolences
To the family of Bobbie Kunin

Shalom from Jewish Social Services!
JSS volunteers visit seniors who are new to Madison, bringing a gift

bag with information, treats and a few surprises. Contact Louise
Goldstein at (608) 442-4083 or louise@jssmadison.org to request a
visit. Our thanks to Maurie’s Fine Chocolates and Bagels Forever

for supporting this program.

Pharmacy Students Provide
Monthly Health Assessments

The next Wisconsin
Society of Pharmacy
Students Health Assess-
ment, Generation RX-
Medication Safety
Assessment, will be at Lechayim
on December 7, from 11:00-12:00.
The student pharmacists are super-
vised by registered pharmacists

and will be available to
meet with you individ-
ually to discuss tips on
managing numerous
regular medications

and strategies to ensure that you’re
prepared in case of emergency.
The next health assessment, will
be February, 2016.

Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings include wine donated by
Frank Liquor, candles and challah, singing and discussion.

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Attic Angel Place.
Music by Les Goldsmith and with the assistance of Angel
Volunteers.
December 4

Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of Jewish Social Services and Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community. Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
with assistance from UW students through the UW-Hillel
Foundation.
December 11

Oakwood West at 4:00 in the Oaks Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Oakwood Village
University Woods. With the assistance of JSS volunteers and
music by Paul Grossberg
December 18, January 15

ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS: If you are going to be in one
of these locations during your rehabilitation, you are welcome
to attend.

At Lechayim when Louise stands
at the microphone preparing to
speak, she pauses. She looks
around at the crowd and beams like
a gardener who has discovered a
perfect rose!

For over twelve years Louise has
directed this extremely popular pro-
gram, for many of those years in
partnership with Francie Smith
Saposnik. Under her care it has
flourished. She handles the enter-
tainment, speakers,
catering and every-
one’s well-being and
safety. The volunteers
adore her.  The best
part for her is interact-
ing with the partici-
pants and volunteers
and enjoying their
humor and zest for
life.

Louise came to JSS
from the Dane County
Parks Department,
where she developed
her belief that volunteering should
be fun and meaningful, as defined
by the volunteer.  Luckily for her,
many volunteers thought it was
great fun to get up early on Satur-
day morning to hack invasive hon-
eysuckle.

“Returning to JSS in 2003 was a
real homecoming.  Barbara Spierer
and Janice Beers were so support-
ive and welcoming.  Francie and I
routinely communicated with each
other in English, Hebrew and Yid-

dish, often in the same sentence.
My work at JSS has been a perfect
fit for me.”  

At Lechayim, she says, seniors
are getting “younger” so while big
band music is still a treat, today’s
participants also enjoy Elvis,
Motown, ‘Great Balls of Fire’ and
the Beatles.

Although Lechayim is always
hectic, Louise finds time and en-
ergy to give personal attention to
anyone who requires it: “It means a
lot to people just to be acknowl-

edged, so we an-
nounce birthdays,
welcome newcom-
ers and congratulate
people for milestone
events.  It is a simple
but powerful gift
that means we see
you, the person.”  

The social interac-
tion at Lechayim re-
inforces this, as
people there get to
know and care about
each other: “People

of any age need connection, love
and intimacy of all kinds, including
romance.  You’re never too old.”

She says that every volunteer she
has been privileged to work with
says they believe that they get more
out of the experience than they
give.  It’s clear to her that the
Lechayim volunteers love what
they do and the people they serve,
and she loves them for that. We will
miss her and we are pretty sure she
will think of us every Monday!

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Louise Goldstein

(Photo by Pamela Philips Olson)

Spotlight: Louise Goldstein

The Older Americans Act
(OAA) was enacted in 1965 to im-
prove the lives of seniors across the
country.  It is the foundation of sup-
port for services which enable sen-
iors to live at home and remain
active in their communities.  These
services include meals, job training,
senior centers, caregiver support,
transportation, health promotion
programs and activities, benefits
counseling and more.  These pro-
grams preserve the dignity and in-
dependence of older adults and save
taxpayers billions of dollars in
Medicaid and Medicare costs by
keeping seniors healthy and safe in
their communities.

Authorization of the OAA ex-
pired in 2011. Although Federal
funding has continued, there has
been no increase in years; in fact,
the amount allocated for the entire
country is less than what the State
of Wisconsin spends on nursing
home care in six months!  Every
day that passes without reauthoriza-
tion leaves the future of critical pro-
grams serving older adults more
uncertain.

Urge your lawmakers to reautho-
rize the Older Americans Act now

and let your local legislators know
that they should continue to provide
support through the county’s pro-
grams for seniors.

Senator Tammy Baldwin, local
office, 30 W. Mifflin Street, Suite
700, Madison, WI 53703; (608)
264-5338

Senator Ron Johnson, local of-
fice, 517 East Wisconsin Avenue,
Suite 408, Milwaukee, WI 53202;
(414) 276-7282

Congressman Mark Pocan, local
office, 10 East Doty Street, Suite
405, Madison WI 53703; (608)
258-9800

ClearCaptions
Phone

ClearCaptions is a company
that provides captioned phones
with a text display on a large color
touchscreen, to people with hear-
ing loss. Representative Kyle
Klett recently made a presentation
about this device at Lechayim.
The service and installation are
free; the phone runs on the Inter-
net or WiFi.  For information con-
tact Kyle at (608) 371-3709 or
kyle.klett@clearcaptions.com/

Reauthorizing the Older Americans Act



Something special happened in Madi-
son in the past month. I'm not talking
about Black Friday, even though the shop-
ping was very exciting. I'm not talking
even about Food-A-Rama, which cer-
tainly was a great event. I’m talking about
one fine morning (2 pm, but never
mind…) a group of ten Israelis came to
visit the city of Madison. They came for
a week, with the main reason of the visit
to participate in the Madison Marathon.

-“Why did you come?”
-“to participate in Madison Marathon”
-“All the way from Israel? Just for a

marathon? You don’t have a marathon in
your country?”

So, in fact – there is a marathon in Is-
rael. And there are countries which host
marathons that are closer to Israel, less
than 25 hours of wandering, and jet lag.
So why did ten Israelis come here, and
stay from November 4 until November
12?

The answer is simple – so we could get
to know each other.

Twenty years ago P2G (Partnership
Together) was created to connect as many
Israelis as possible, from the partnership
area around Lake Kinneret (Sea of
Galilee), with as many Americans as pos-
sible. This includes St. Paul, Milwaukee,
Tulsa, and in the last 2 years, our commu-
nity in Madison has joined the adventure.

Six months before they came, Dan
Mitchell began to build a group of runners
that would run together with the Israelis
as one team. The name of the operation
was – Run2Gether.

The Israelis worked out and practiced
in Israel, while Dan and his team were
doing the same here.

On November 4, on a nice afternoon,
ten Israelis came.

Actually, before they landed in our
community, people started working out
where they were going to stay. Who will
host them? And the whole committee met
to plan the visit. The head, Dan Mitchell,
conducted the preparations with the won-
derful help of Janice Beers, and finally we
found the seven families who volunteered
for the adventure.

Nan and Jim Youngerman hosted

Rubik Smudge; Sasha and Eric Kerlow
hosted Yochai Haim; Louise Goldstein
and Bruce Thomadsen hosted Yuval Nitza
Karta; Claudia and Chris Lewis hosted
Tal and Rina; Beth and Russell Schreiber/
Kahn hosted Ruth; Ingrid Reis and Mark
Glass hosted Adi and Lior; and Stefanie
and David Kushner hosted Jonathan Arad.

Then the visit started. After a good rest
and dinner, we all met on the first evening
at the Youngermans’. They soon realized
that they didn’t come only for running
26.2 miles, and we started to understand
what awaits us next week.

In that week they learned about our
community in all our dimensions. They
met with Dina Weinbach to understand
the significance of the Jewish Federation
and its responsibilities. They met with
Rabbi Ben Gideon and heard about Beth
Israel Center. On Friday, they went to
Temple Beth El and took part in the serv-
ices. Shirley gave them a fascinating ex-
planation of the role of “Hillel at the
UW.”

They also met with the children and
the youth of the community. With Gan
Ha’yeled they sang songs in Hebrew and
danced. In the Day School they answered
the tough questions asked by the children
about being a fireman and policeman in
Israel. And also, why they are running so
long, and what is a nutritionist? They met
with the Midrasha students, and were in-
volved in the different classes by sharing
experiences and asking questions.

During the week many community
members volunteered to show the Israelis
their point of view on Madison and also
get to know them. They met and dis-
cussed with Professor Kenneth Mayer
about the politics in the United States, and
got a personal tour in the MMoCA (Madi-
son Museum of Contemporary Art) by
Stephen Fleischman. We visited Maurie’s
Fine Chocolates, and thanks to Marney
Scheele we got a fascinating tour at the
Arboretum. We ate a great lunch hosted
by Kris and Bob Rasmussen, and visited
Camp Randall Stadium thanks to Matt
Bernstein (The Hebrew Hammer).

In between they also ran 26.2 miles
while wearing the Israeli flag, broke their
own records, and visited Madison in the
nicest November weather they could ask
for.

I asked some of the people who took
part in this amazing week to share their
feelings after the past week.

Dan Mitchell: Organizing the Run2
Gether event turned out to be an incredi-
bly rewarding experience for me. Not
only did I make many new friends from
Israel, but I have met and become friends
with many new people right here in my
own Madison community. We made the
world a smaller place and established
what I think will be lifelong friendships
with people that we would otherwise
probably never have met. Thanks to this
experience, Yuval Karta and I now con-
sider ourselves to be brothers. We started
communicating with each other 5 months
ago via Skype and truly bonded with each
other during his time here in Madison. I
can’t wait to travel to Israel and see my
new friends again for the Tiberias
Marathon in January 2017.

Ingrid Reis: It was our pleasure to
host Adi and Lior and to also spend time
with the rest of the Israeli delegation.  It
was a fun filled week of eating, drinking,
running (for them), shopping and explor-
ing Madison.  Adi and Lior are now part
of our family and we already miss them
dearly!

Sasha Kerlow: We very much en-
joyed hosting Yochai and meeting the rest
of the running team. It was like a taste of
Israel in Madison. And I got to dust the
cobwebs off my Hebrew.

Kris Rasmussen: Spending a few
hours with our Israeli guests at the end of
their time in Madison gave me the oppor-
tunity to hear from them about their ex-
periences during their visit.  They clearly
felt very warmly welcomed and had come
to love Madison and Madisonians.   That
day, we added cranberries to their running
list of very important things in Wisconsin:
Badgers, cheese, beer and cranberries

Beth Schreiber: I had a wonderful
time! It was truly an enriching experience
to get to know the runners and especially
our guest, Ruti. I feel fortunate to have
made a new good friend in her

Nan Youngerman: We had a fantastic
visit, because the Israeli group came with
a warm spirit and excitement to enjoy the
Marathon, the Madison Jewish commu-
nity, our beautiful city and each of us. It
was truly a wonderful opportunity to

share the things we have in common such
as Judaism, running, a passion for social
justice, good food, nature, family or other
things we might enjoy. The visit created
new international and local friendships
and understandings between us from the
formal and informal conversations.

Louise Goldstein: It was so much fun
to welcome the Israeli runners and share
our community and our home with them.
We hosted Yuval and Nitza and quickly
became good friends, to the point of really
feeling like family.  I think that’s the point
of the Sovev Kinneret Partnership, to feel
and understand that we truly are all one
family.  I know that they felt very warmly
welcomed by the Madison Jewish com-
munity and  I can’t wait to see them next
summer in Israel!

Janice Beers: Thank you to the 'Dans'
and all of the wonderful host families for
opening your hearts and homes to the
Israeli runners who have become family
to us.  This experience provided a surprise
opportunity to connect not only with our
Israeli guests but with local community
members and our Minneapolis runners,
too. I look forward to more opportunities
to connect with everyone.  I know we will
continue to Run2Gether and Be2Gether
as a community for years to come.

Stefanie Kushner: Hosting Jonathan
was a great experience for my kids, to be
able to hear what life is like in Israel, how
strongly the Israelis love their country and
certainly deepened our motivation to go
and visit. It was a wonderful week.

And now, time to say Thank you!
To all the host families and their amaz-

ing collaboration – Without you, nothing
would have been possible.

Thank you to Dan Mitchell for chair-
ing this program and taking care of so
many details.

Thank you to Janice Beers for coordi-
nating with our generous host families.

And thank you to everyone else who
volunteered their time to make it a won-
derful week.

If you want to be more involved in the
Israel programs, please make contact with
Daniel at Israel@jewishmadison.org.

Israel    Worldand
the
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BY DANIEL GILL AND SHIRLY RAIZ

Community Shlichim/Israel Program Specialists

From the Mid-east to the Mid-west
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Editor’s note:  Mina Kianovsky was the
recipient of a $1500 stipend for high school
students from the Jewish Federation of
Madison to use for an organized, extended
trip to Israel.

For those of us involved in Jewish sum-
mer camps or youth movements, the sum-
mer before 11th grade is the summer for
Israel trips. My youth movement, Habonim
Dror, was no exception. Machaneh Bonim
in Israel (MBI) is a 5-week-long program –
5 weeks I’ll remember for the rest of my life.
Habonim Dror is a multi-locational, Dias-
poric, Socialist and Labor-Zionist youth
movement. With branches all over the
world, including North America, Argentina,
and South Africa (and a sister movement in
Israel), Habonim Dror strives to educate
youth about Judaism, Israel, and community.
Habonim Dror has five pillars on which we
base our education  (Judaism, Progressive
Labor-Zionism, Hagshama (Actualization of
Habonim Dror values), Socialism, and So-
cial Justice. In North America, Habonim
Dror operates seven camps all over the con-
tinent every summer. There are two in
Canada: Camp Gesher near Toronto and
Camp Miriam on an island near Vancouver,
B.C.) and five in the U.S.  (Camp Gilboa in
California, Camp Na’aleh in New York,
Camp Galil in Pennsylvania, Camp
Moshava in Maryland, and mine, Camp
Tavor in Michigan). At these camps, kids be-
tween grades 3 and 10 live as though they’re
on a kibbutz for 3, 4, or 7 weeks. These
camps are geared toward and led by youth.
Everyone does their part: working in the
kitchen or the garden, cleaning the bath-
rooms or waterfront, or maintaining the hik-
ing trails. Each camp may be slightly
different in terms of physical aspects, but the
goals of the movement are the same world-
wide. 

MBI is a much different experience than
camp. While the core values of Habonim
Dror were still prominent, we talked about
them in ways which many of us had never
discussed before, and travelling across Israel
helped us understand these values and ideals
in context. We lived mostly in youth hostels
and kibbutzim around Israel, with the occa-
sional night under the stars. MBI, in essence,
was a “service learning trip,” meaning that
as we toured through and learned about the
country, we did Tikkun Olam, or repairing
the world. 

We arrived in Israel around 5:30 pm on
July first and we were exhausted. We went
to the hostel in Jerusalem, our first stop. We
spent the first 5 days in or around Jerusalem,
learning the history and the current news
going on near there. Over those 5 days, we
went to the Kotel, Old and New Jerusalem,
and the Machaneh Yehuda Shuk. We also
spent our first Shabbat of MBI at a local park
called The Centre. It had a beautiful view of
the city. I love Jerusalem. We did so much
on this trip, all of it so incredible, but there
were some things that stood out more than
others. We spent quite a bit of time learning
about and discussing the Shoah (Holocaust).
We visited two Holocaust museums: Yad
Vashem, and the Ghetto Fighters Museum.
At Yad Vashem, we got a tour of the main
building by a woman who, coincidentally,
had grown up at one of our North American
camps. As she took us through the museum,
she shared stories with us, stories of victims
and survivors, and they made the entire mu-
seum come to life. We also saw the chil-
dren’s memorial, which was extremely
difficult to walk through. It was a dark room
with mirrors all over the walls, and five can-

dles in the room. The five candles reflected
off the mirrors so that it looked like there
were endless candles in the room. As we
walked, we heard the names of children
echoing through the room, along with the
name of their home regions and the camp or
ghetto where they perished. We also visited
the Ghetto Fighters Museum. We learned
about many heroic people who rose up
against the Nazis in the ghettos, and the roles
of some of our movement’s members in that
fight. For example, we learned that Zivia Lu-
betkin, a founding member of Dror (before
the two movements merged), was a leader
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. 

Habonim Dror is not alone in its values.
We have a sister movement, based only in
Israel, called Ha’noar Ha’oved v Ha’lomed
(I’ll call it NOAL from now on). On MBI,
we got the chance to spend a few days with
kids our age from NOAL and learn about the
similarities and differences between them
and us, as people and as movements. My
group included some kids from Sha’ar Ha-
negev, an area really close to Gaza. It was
incredibly interesting to hear their thoughts
on the conflict and to learn what it was like
to live so close to the border. We did activi-
ties to get to know them, had a night together
where we all slept under the stars. No one
got much sleep that night, because we were
all sleeping on rough gravel with nothing but
a sleeping bag between us and the ground.
On top of that, around 2:30 in the morning,
the Call To Prayer began to sound from three
different mosques, marking the end of Ra-
madan. That woke nearly everyone up, and
no one was able to go back to sleep because
it continued to sound until 6:30. We were
supposed to wake up at 6:45 that morning
because we were scheduled to take a long
hike through a shadeless valley. Following
the hike, we went to Kibbutz Ravid to spend
Shabbat all together. We shared our tradi-
tions  for Shabbat with our new NOAL
friends. We had a musicale (a showcase of
performances by anyone who wanted to par-
ticipate), fun activities, as well as some seri-
ous discussions, and we introduced NOAL
to a Habonim Havdalah. 

In the weeks leading up to MBI, I heard
over and over again about an activity called
Rafsodia. This is a two-day project where
participants make rafts out of bamboo,
empty oil drums, pallets, and lots of twine,
and sail the raft across the Kinneret (Sea of
Galilee). Each raft could hold a maximum
of 25 people, and seeing as there were 90 of
us, we needed four rafts. To start, we put the
bamboo poles together and learned how to
tie the necessary knots. When that was done,
we added on the oil drums and tied them on.
That ended up taking the majority of our day,
and by the end, not a single person was with-
out blisters on his or her hands. That
evening, we had free swim time in the Kin-
neret, and a good amount of chill time. We
talked about how we thought the day went,
and what a great bonding experience it had
been. We came to a quick consensus that this
was one of the best parts of the trip. That
night we slept under the stars, and the second
day, we redid some knots on the raft that had
come undone, added the wooden pallets, and
painted the canvas sail. After that, all we
could do was wait for the wind to pick up.
Our scheduled sail time was around 2:00,
but the wind didn’t come until almost 3:30.
We were itching to get out on the water, es-
pecially because we had a 3-hour ride on the
raft ahead of us. However, once we got out
on the water, we had a fantastic time. We
played games on the raft, ate snacks (includ-

ing an entire watermelon), and just hung out.
It took us a little less than 3 hours to get from
one shore to the other, but we didn’t mind a
bit; we were having the time of our lives. By
the time we got to the other shoreline, we
were soaked and exhausted, but thrilled that
we'd had the chance to experience what we
did. 

One perfectly magical place we went was
Ein Gedi. There, we stayed at a Bedouin
camp, got up at 3:30 the next morning to
climb Masada, and then went to the Dead
Sea. The first night in Ein Gedi was spent
with the Bedouins. We arrived at the camp
in the afternoon, and immediately went on a
camel ride. After we rode the camels, we en-
tered the Bedouin camp. Bedouins are gen-
erally a nomadic group; however, unlike a
traditional camp, this was a permanent vil-
lage. We all went into a tent, where we were
served sweet tea and strong coffee, and told
about the history and current state of the
Bedouins. A Bedouin man stood in front of
us and told us stories of his family and their
life. After that, we had a bit of free time to
explore the camp. There were family tents,
and beautiful carpets and artwork. We then
went to the dining tent. There were cushions
on the floor, surrounding these low, long 
tables, each with water and tray stands on
them. As soon as we were all situated, each
table was brought trays of food: a stew with
lamb, potatoes, and vegetables; bowls of
tahini; bowls of fresh vegetables; and lafa, a
thin pancake-style flatbread. It was one of
the best meals we had the entire trip. After
dinner, they brought us fruit and more sweet
tea. After dinner, we talked about the day,
and about how we felt about being in the
Negev, before stargazing for a bit. 

The next morning, it took us about a half
hour to get to the top of Masada, and we ar-
rived right on time to see one of the most
beautiful sunrises I’ve ever experienced. We
sat on the rocks, sang, played music, and
watched the morning, and the Negev Desert,
come to life. It was a morning of pure
beauty. After we watched the sunrise, we
walked around atop Masada and learned
about the history that had taken place there.
We talked about what it meant to be there
and what kind of connection we felt to
Masada. By 8:00 am the heat of the desert
was setting in. We decided it was time to go
back down, via the snake path. At the begin-
ning, it was pretty hot, and there were a lot
of stairs, but the further down we went, the
hotter it got, and the steeper it got, and by the
time we’d gone a quarter of the way down,
my knees were shaking. We took breaks
every few minutes and we all drank lots of
water, but the journey down was a difficult
one. By the time we finally reached the bot-
tom, after what felt like hours, I was pro-
pelling myself forward with pure relief at
seeing the bus in front of me that would take
us to the youth hostel that sits at the base of
the mountain. 

After a well-deserved breakfast, we got

our swimsuits and went down to the Dead
Sea. It should be common knowledge that
the Dead Sea stings any part of the body
with an open cut or sore, and we all found
that out firsthand fairly quickly. It was a
quick beach run for that reason; everyone
was in pain within seconds of getting into
the water. It was completely worth it,
though, just to say we’d all done it. After-
ward, we went back to the hostel. There was
swimming available, and plenty of open
spaces to hang out in. I spent most of my af-
ternoon with a group of friends playing
music and singing songs. It’s another one of
my favorite memories from MBI. 

Throughout the summer, a theme that
came up repeatedly was the Conflict. Having
spent many summers at Camp, where dis-
cussions regarding Israel and politics are a
routine occurrence, I was aware that
Habonim Dror favors the idea of a Two-
State Solution, and equal rights for all within
Israel. And even though the situation of Is-
rael and Palestinians is a well-publicized
issue, it was a completely new experience to
learn about it as it was going on all around
us. We were given the opportunity to see it
from multiple points of view; we discussed
it with some of our NOAL friends who lived
near Gaza, we met with two Arab Israeli
men and discussed their perspectives, and
we had the chance to visit Barta’a, a city split
in half by the Green Line. With each new
perspective, our understanding deepened a
little. Here in the U.S., much of the informa-
tion we see with regard to the Middle East
is extremely biased and sometimes hiding
some parts of the story. This can be very con-
fusing and frustrating. In Israel, however, we
had the chance to meet multiple people, each
with a different view on the Conflict. Never
before had I met an Arab Israeli who was
pro¬ Israel. The news here often made it
seem as though those people were nonexist-
ent. Never before had I met anyone who
lived near Gaza, let alone people my own
age – kids who spend so much time and en-
ergy preparing for terror attacks, and yet
whose opinions about the conflict, and pos-
sible solutions, are so surprisingly different
from one another. Though eye-opening,
however, the people I met did not clarify my
view of this issue. The Conflict is a multi-
layered, intensely complex issue, and my
confusion has grown with this influx of in-
formation. Recent events in Israel have
pushed me further to formulate my own
opinions and deepen my knowledge. 

When the time came for us to go to the
airport, there was a general cloud of melan-
choly in the air. As the tears commenced
once again, we were forced to go our sepa-
rate ways. Although my summer of a life-
time had to end, the memories I now carry
with me will never leave my heart, and I
know that I have lifelong friends who feel
the same. There are plenty of things to do
with a summer, but I can’t imagine having
not gone on MBI. I am forever grateful for
Habonim Dror, as well as the experience I
had this summer on MBI and the people
who made it so incredible.

Machaneh Bonim in Israel (MBI)
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AT HOME
In Madison, we provide immigrant and refugee
services, elder and family support programs, and
help to victims of domestic abuse through Jewish
Social Services. We provide social events for seniors
and meals through Lechayim. We help fund and
sustain Gan HaYeled Preschool, Midrasha Hebrew
High School, Madison Jewish Community Day
School, and we provide scholarships for Camp
Shalom. And we help send young people on
Taglit-Birthright Israel trips.

IN ISRAEL
Federation funds training and educational
programs to break the cycle of poverty,
mentoring and enrichment programs
for children at risk, and programs to help
new immigrants integrate successfully.

AROUND THE WORLD
Federation is active in over 70 countries. In Russia and other
Eastern European countries, home to the world’s poorest Jews,
Federation-funded programs offer relief to 168,000 Jewish
elderly while helping over 10,000 children attend Jewish
day schools. In Latin America, we help over 50,000 Jews
with financial assistance and identity and renewal programs.

THROUGH OUR COMMUNITY-WIDE NETWORK OF PARTNERS AND
AGENCIES, WE ACTIVELY SEEK OUT AND SUPPORT INNOVATIVE
SOLUTIONS IN ORDER TO
• Feed, clothe, comfort and rescue people in need.
• Inspire, educate and connect people to their Jewish identity.

WITH EACH GIFT, WE ADDRESS MANY OF THE CAUSES THAT
ARE IMPORTANT TO YOU.
• Feeding the hungry. Helping the unemployed. Supporting families with 

special needs.
• Funding Jewish education and Israel experiences for young people.
• Addressing the most pressing issues facing our community every day.

DURING TIMES OF CRISIS AND NATURAL DISASTERS, FEDERATION
RESPONDS.
• We provided lifesaving humanitarian relief during the recent natural 

disasters in Nepal.
• We helped airlift thousands of Ethiopian Jews to safety in Israel.
• We helped rescue and resettle more than one million Soviet Jews.

OUR APPROACH TO FUNDRAISING EMBODIES THE CORE VALUES AND
TRADITIONS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY.
• It says we care about people, not about their politics or religious 

practices.
• It gives voice and needed support to small, up-and-coming agencies.
• It ensures that we address critical, often life-threatening issues today and 

into the future.

HOW WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

YOUR SMART CHOICE
FOR EFFECTIVE AND
MEANINGFUL
JEWISH GIVING.

Through our community-wide network of
partners and our strategic approach to
funding, the Jewish Federation of Madison
identifies, supports and addresses the full
range of social service issues and
community needs with compassion and
foresight, today and into the future.

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY

www.JewishMadison.org

WHAT THE JEWISH
FEDERATION DOES.
THE JEWISH FEDERATION FUNDS AND
SUPPORTS A COMMUNITY-WIDE
NETWORK OF ORGANIZATIONS
THAT DO TWO THINGS:

1. Care for people in need in Israel and around 
the world.

2. Nurture and sustain the Jewish community
today and for future generations.

THE EXTRAORDINARY IMPACT OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION.
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