
Would you like to have a constructive,
respectful conversation with other Jewish
people whose views about Israel and the
Israeli-Palestinian situation are different
from your own? Are you interested in talk-
ing about your experiences, feelings, con-
victions, and questions in an environment
that promotes mutual learning?

Funded by an innovation grant from the
Jewish Federation of Madison, Shaarei
Shamayim, Temple Beth El, Beth Israel
Center, and UW Hillel will host monthly
sessions for Jews of all perspectives,
denominations and backgrounds to engage
in community dialogue where participants
will:

• join together with the larger Madison
Jewish community;

• share perspectives on Israel and the
Israeli-Palestinian situation;

• learn about different perspectives; and
• reflect on your own experiences, feel-

ings, and ideas, and explore your own
questions.

The dialogue will be useful whether
you feel certain, ambivalent, or confused
about your views, and whether you have
studied these issues in depth or you are just
beginning to think about them.

Happy New Year! The year 2015
marks the 75th anniversary of the Jewish
Federation of Madison.  This organiza-
tion has grown and evolved over the
years and is so proud of all that we have
accomplished and where we are today.

Looking back, the first Jews came to
Madison, then a village of 2,300, in the
early 1850s. In 1856, seventeen Jewish
families formed the city’s first syna-
gogue, known as Shaarei Shamayim,
Gates of Heaven.   With the wave of new
immigration from Eastern Europe, new
congregations and organizations ap-
peared in Madison including Hadassah,
the Council of Jewish Women, the Work-
men’s Circle, and the UW Hillel Founda-
tion, the second in the nation established
in 1924.  In the 1930s, seeking to bring
some unity and cooperation to local syn-
agogues and organizations, volunteers
formed the Jewish Central Committee of
Madison, conducting the committee’s
business out of their own homes and of-
fices.  

By 1940, displaced European Jews
clearly needed assistance. Offering such
assistance and support required a more
formal central structure. On May 10,

1940, the Madison Jewish Welfare
Fund, the forerunner of today’s Jewish
Federation of Madison, was created.
The Welfare Fund worked in the Jewish
community to raise money for
Jews overseas and for the grow-
ing immigrant population com-
ing to Madison as refugees from
Hitler’s Europe. In addition, at
the request of the federal govern-
ment, the Fund became the liai-
son to Jewish members of the
United States armed forces sta-
tioned at Madison’s Truax Field. 

On April 14, 1948, the Madi-
son Jewish Welfare Fund formally incor-
porated under the laws of the State of
Wisconsin, citing as its purpose the coor-
dination, consolidation and centralization
of charitable, educational and cultural
fundraising activities in the Madison
Jewish community. In 1950, its first full-
time professional, Bert Jahr, came to
work for the Welfare Fund.  Having at
first devoted itself almost exclusively to
fundraising, the Madison Jewish Welfare
Fund evolved into a broader organization
and eventually acknowledged its ex-
panded role in 1974 by taking a new

name, Madison Jewish Community
Council. 

While continuing its fundraising ef-
forts, the Council began to provide serv-

ices as well – Camp Shalom day
camp for children, founded in
1954; social work services to
senior adults and their families;
a community newspaper, the
Madison Jewish News (1969);
the Hilde L. Mosse Gan
HaYeled Preschool (1970); and
the Midrasha Hebrew High
School (1975). In 1978, Jewish
Social Services was founded as

a separate corporation from the Federa-
tion. 

In 1995, the Federation moved to its
first permanent home, the Max Weinstein
Jewish Community Building, named for
one of the founders and past presidents of
the Federation. In 1999, the Federation
established the Irwin A. and Robert D.
Goodman Jewish Community Campus
on a 154-acre site in the Town of Verona.

In 2009, in response to a much more
mobile and interconnected American and
world-wide Jewish community, the or-
ganization changed its name for the third

time and is now the Jewish Federation
of Madison. 

Today, the Madison Jewish commu-
nity numbers more than 5,000 individuals
(not including the estimated 5,000 Jewish
students at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison campus). The Madison Jewish
community offers a full spectrum of Jew-
ish experiences making Jewish life and
living in Jewish Madison vibrant and
meaningful. 

Our mission remains strong as we
continue to work toward building a
strong and unified Jewish community in
order to ensure the survival, well-being
and continuity of the Jewish people in
this area, in Israel and throughout the
world.

The 75th anniversary of the Jewish
Federation of Madison is an opportunity
for us to celebrate this community and all
that we have done, collectively, over the
years. Mazel tov on the 75th anniversary!
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Jewish Federation of Madison Celebrates 75 Years

Monthly Madison Jewish
Dialogue Sessions
Federation Innovation Panel
Grant Funds Collaborative
Dialogue About Israel and
Its Conflict with the
Palestinians

The Jewish Business and Profes-
sionals Roundtable will hold its second
event of the year on February 12th at
Nakoma Country Club from 12 p.m.-
1:30 p.m. with our guest speaker Zach
Brandon.

Mr. Brandon became President of
the Greater Madison Chamber of
Commerce in November 2012. Prior to
joining the GMCC, Mr. Brandon was
the director of the Wisconsin Angel
Network, an early stage investment or-
ganization focused on increasing eq-
uity investments in Wisconsin's
entrepreneurs. He also served as the
vice chair of public policy for the na-
tional Angel Capital Association. 

Previously, Mr. Brandon served as
Deputy Secretary of the Wisconsin
Department of Commerce and served
in the agency’s senior policy and exter-
nal affairs role. He advised the Gover-
nor, Commerce Secretary and the
Legislature on global trade and busi-
ness development strategies with a
heavy emphasis on expansion, invest-
ment and entrepreneurial development.

An experienced entrepreneur and
small business owner, Mr. Brandon
was part of the leadership team of three
startups. He was president and chief

executive officer of Laundry 101,
which in 2003 topped USA Today’s
“Best Places” to do laundry.

Lunch will be served at 12 p.m. fol-
lowed by a discussion with Mr. Brandon
facilitated by Professor Jon Eckhardt of
the UW Business School.  The cost of
the event is $25. You may register online
at www.JewishMadison.org or by send-
ing a check to the Jewish Federation of
Madison, 6434 Enterprise Lane, Madi-
son, WI 53719.

Next Jewish Business and
Professionals Roundtable:
February 12, 2015

Zach Brandon
President, Greater Madison Chamber
of Commerce

(Continued on page 4)



SILVER SPONSOR

JewishMadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community
Three annual sponsorship opportunities available:
Platinum $10,000     Gold $5,000     Silver $2,500

Website sponsorship offers you the opportunity to promote your business among our
community’s 6,000 members. In addition to a good business opportunity, you’ll be sup-
porting vital services that serve both the Jewish and general community. 

The Jewish Federation of Madison website serves as the central information source for
the entire Jewish community. More than 2,000 individuals visit JewishMadison.org each
month. Members of other Jewish communities who are planning to move to Madison
also depend on the Federation website for information about where to live, work, and
shop.

As a Federation website business sponsor, you’ll receive the following recognition
in appreciation of your support:

■ Your business name and logo will be prominently displayed on the Jewish
Federation website homepage. Your business logo will also link to your website.
■ Your business will be featured in an individual recognition announcement in every

issue of the Madison Jewish News, which has a monthly circulation of 2,600 households
and 6,000 individuals. The announcement will be given preferred placement and run in
full color in the first few pages of the newspaper. The announcement will also include a
photo of your choice, which you can change as often as you choose.
■ You’ll be invited as our guest to the Federation Annual Dinner, our November event

attended by our community’s leaders. You’ll also receive complimentary passes for the
5,500 square-foot Goodman Aquatic Center pool.

Extra benefits for Platinum and Gold sponsors
At the platinum level, your business will receive exclusive sponsorship rights for the

entire website within your business category. Therefore, your organization will be the
only website sponsor within your area of business.

At the platinum and gold levels, your business will receive larger logo displays on the
website homepage and larger newspaper recognition announcements.

Promote your business by becoming a Federation website sponsor

For information about becoming a website sponsor,
contact Tiz Goff, Community Outreach Coordinator,

773-620-4404 or outreach@jewishmadison.org

Madison Computer Works
Fast on-site and in-store service

Desktop, notebook & tablet sales

Data backup & recovery
Malware protection & removal

Wireless networks and routers

Notebook repairs & upgrades

Ph: 608.231.8000      Fax:  608.231.8019
353 Island Drive        Madison, WI 53705
       www.madisoncomputerworks.com
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Network setup & troubleshootingM

Cisco Select Certified PartnerM

info@madisoncomputerworks.com

Cloud integration & security

Microsoft® Office 365 SMB Champion

M

M

317 E. Wilson Street, Madison • 608.255.8998
670 S. Whitney Way, Madison • 608.274.5575

www.rubinsfurniture.com
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jewishmadison.org   PLATINUM SPONSOR

BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

BMO Harris Bank is proud to support the Jewish Federation of Madison. 

Community.

Looking for a meaningful gift?
Make a quick and secure online tribute donation at JewishMadison.org

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Camp Shalom 
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community Campus
Jewish Agency for Israel

Jewish Social Services
The Madison Jewish Community Day School 
Midrasha Hebrew High School
UW Hillel & Taglit-Birthright Israel
Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe

                  Celebrate a simcha/happy occasion such as a birthday, engagement, marriage, anniversary, new baby, or Bar or Bat Mitzvah

                  Express get well or thinking of you wishes 

                  Send condolences

                  Express your thanks and appreciation

                  Send greetings for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, and other holidays

                  Ask family and friends to make tribute donations in lieu of gifts for your special occasions

                  We’ll mail a notification card to the person you’re paying tribute to or the family of the person you’re remembering. 
                  When you donate online you can also send a personalized E-card to your recipient.

Making a tribute donation to the Jewish Federation of Madison
is a thoughtful way to honor someone or celebrate a special occasion while
helping those in need here and around the world. 

Your tribute donation will help support more than 20 essential local agencies
and programs that serve both the Jewish community and the community-at-
large, as well as humanitarian programs in Israel and 70 other countries
worldwide. With one donation you can support:

For more information call 608-278-1808 or visit: www.JewishMadison.org
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What to Expect
In our dialogue program, trained facili-

tators will lead intimate conversations in
small groups. The facilitators will set up a
structure for the conversation and pose
specially designed questions that will help
each person to speak and listen in a manner
that fosters mutual understanding and re-
flection. You will be encouraged to explore
your differences, seeking to understand
them more fully, but not to persuade one
another or to seek consensus or compro-
mise. THIS IS NOT A DEBATE. After a
brief introduction, you will set up commu-
nication agreements that will be main-
tained for the duration of the conversation.
You will then take turns responding to a se-
ries of questions dealing with issues such
as:

• how the conflict has affected you, and
experiences that have shaped your re-
sponses to the conflict;

• what is at heart of the matter for you -
- how you see and feel about the situation,
your hopes and fears, and any commit-
ments or sense of obligation that you feel;
and

• questions you wrestle with, and any
areas of confusion or uncertainty. 

Next, there will be a less-structured dis-
cussion in which you can ask each other
questions, respond to one another, and
build on ideas that have arisen. You will
also have an opportunity to talk about your
hopes for conversation within the larger

Jewish community regarding these issues.
Finally, there will be a brief closing.

All participants are expected to observe
the following communication agreements:

• listen attentively;
• speak honestly in ways that promote

learning and genuine inquiry;
• seek to understand each other;
• refrain from explicit or implicit attack

or persuasion;
• omit language that any participant ex-

periences as disrespectful; and
• treat what others say as confidential.

About the Jewish Dialogue Group
The Jewish Dialogue Group

(www.jewishdialogue.org) is a grassroots
organization working to promote construc-
tive dialogue within Jewish communities
about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
other controversial issues. Its board mem-
bers, staff, and volunteers have many dif-
ferent political perspectives, and as an
organization, it does not take positions on
any issues. It has led more than 260 dia-
logue programs in synagogues, schools,
and other venues throughout North Amer-
ica. 

2015 sessions
After piloting 3 successful Jewish Dia-

logue sessions in 2014, this grant enables
the Madison Jewish community to come
together each month.  Some sessions will
be for those who have never participated

in a Jewish Dialogue session and others
will deepen the experience for those who
have.

The schedule for the entire year is not
fully set yet, but the initial sessions are:

• January 28th 7-9 PM @ UW Hillel—
focusing on young adults in their 20s &
30s

• February 12th 7-9 PM @ UW Hillel-
focusing on UW college students

Keep an eye out for future sessions for
interfaith couples, Jewish organizational
leadership and Camp Shalom staff, as well

as those who have participated in past Jew-
ish Dialogue sessions.

Registration required
To ensure meaningful dialogue from all

participants, registration is required and
each session will have a maximum of 15
participants.  There is a small $5 fee, to
defray expenses not covered by the grant,
but it can be waived if necessary.

To register for the January or February
session or to obtain information about
future sessions please e-mail: office@
shamayim.org
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SAVE THE DATE:

ADVOCACY DAY

AT THE CAPITOL

Using funding generously provided
by the Jewish Federation of Madison’s
Innovation Panel, the Wisconsin Jewish
Conference will expand their public pol-
icy and advocacy programming in 2015.
Since 1987, the Wisconsin Jewish Con-
ference has advocated for the Jewish
community’s interests and needs in Wis-
consin state government. However, we
are currently experiencing a time of sig-
nificant and widespread policy change,
and the WJC’s voice is only as strong as
that of the collective Jewish community.
Elected officials on the state and federal
level continue to debate many issues of
importance for the Jewish community,
ranging from voting access to health
care. Now, more than ever, it is neces-
sary for the Jewish community to engage
in public policy work and make our
voice heard both in Madison and Wash-
ington, D.C.  

Mark your calendars for our kickoff
event on Sunday, February 22, 2015.
This post-election briefing and overview
of the new legislative session will feature
UW-Madison Political Science Professor
Ken Mayer.  

Professor Mayer will be joined by
Wisconsin Jewish Conference Executive
Director, Michael Blumenfeld, in pro-
viding an analysis of the 2014 state and

federal elections as well as an overview
of the “hot topics” going into the 2015-
16 legislative session. This event is free
and open to all members of the Jewish
community, but an RSVP is encouraged
to Kspencer@mblumenfeld.com.

Keep an eye out for two other upcom-
ing public policy events:

Advocacy Training Seminar, March
2015:  Participants will receive advice
from experienced advocates on how to
effectively communicate with elected of-
ficials and bring about real policy
change.  Participants will receive an
overview of the 2015-17 state budget,
pending legislation on both the state and
federal level and other timely legislative
information.  This event is free and open
to all members of the Jewish community.

2015 Interfaith Advocacy Day, April
29, 2015: The Jewish Federation of
Madison and the Wisconsin Jewish Con-
ference are cosponsoring this important
biennial event. Please see information in
this issue of the Madison Jewish News.
Those participating in the Advocacy
Training Seminar will be able to partici-
pate in this day for a reduced fee. 

Please contact Michael Blumenfeld
with any questions regarding these up-
coming events at mblumenfeld@mblu-
menfeld.com or 608-257-1888.

New Opportunities to Get
Involved in Public Policy

Dialogue Sessions Continued from page 1

“Quality Care , Compassionate Communication”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY

1848 WALDORF BLVD.  | MADISON  | 497-1392
WWW.SONDELFAMILYVETERINARYCLINIC.COM
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6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808 • info@jewishmadison.org • JewishMadison.org

Are you an adult who is interested in 
learning Hebrew? Would you like to learn

conversational skills?

Now is your chance!
Join Racheli Komar-Aziz, our community Shlicha

(Israel Program Coordinator), for an adult Hebrew class.
When: Beginners, Mondays, 6-7 p.m.; Advanced,
Mondays, 7-8 p.m.
Where: The Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building,
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison
Fee: $18 (Scholarships available)
Please contact Racheli at israel@jewishmadison.org with
questions. Register online at www.JewishMadison.org

Organized and sponsored by the
Jewish Federation of Madison

Café Ivrit (Hebrew Café)
Café Ivrit is an informal and friendly

way to improve your conversational
Hebrew, meet new people and enjoy a cup
of coffee along the way. Alternate Wednes-
day, 7:30 p.m. at the shlichims’ house,
downtown. Please contact Racheli for more
information: Israel@jewishmadison.org

Hebrew Playgroup: A play group for Hebrew-speaking
families with young children (newborn-4)
Sunday afternoons from 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Rotating locations as desired by the group, including homes, parks, or other public
spaces. This will be an entirely Hebrew-speaking environment intended to support the
language development of our children, giving them exposure to Hebrew in an enrich-
ing, semi-structured group setting. In addition to play, the meetings will include He-
brew story time and sing-alongs! If you are interested in participating, please email:
Aviv at avivkammay@gmail.com or Racheli at israel@jewishmadison.org

Interested in Jewish Education?
Join us for the annual Madison Area Jewish Teacher’s Conference on Monday,
February 23rd from 4-7 p.m. at Beth Israel Center.

Our programming this year will be focused on Tikshoret – Communication. For
more information contact Ellen Weismer, program@jewishmadison.org

Yad B’Yad (Hand in Hand) Playgroup
Free traveling playgroup for children ages 0-2 and their caregivers.
Tuesday, January 6th, 9:30-11 a.m.

Hand in hand caregivers will explore a new topic with a Jewish twist each month.
Lots of time for schmoozing and for the kids to play. Kosher snacks will be provided by
the Jewish Federation of Madison. Invite your friends!

Contact Tiz Goff for location and to RSVP at: outreach@jewishmadison.org or call
773-620-4404.

Schmooze and Shabbat Class
For children ages 0-3 and their caregivers
4 FREE Sessions. Sign up for 1 or all 4: Fridays, January 9th, 16th, 30th, and
February 6th, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Max Weinstein Jewish Community Building, Conference Room
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison

Meet new and old friends in a welcoming and engaging environment. We are going to
move, sing, read, smile and shake the cold off, so join us for the fun.

To register visit www.JewishMadison.org

Ivrit B’Kef (Hebrew Fun) ~ Time for Hebrew, Time for Fun!
Dates: Thursdays, January 8th - May 28th
(Note: No class on March 5th, April 2nd, April 9th)
Time: 3:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Location: Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound Street, Madison
Cost: $270 per student (cash or check) / $275.50 (credit card)

Immerse your child in learning Hebrew in a fun, casual and engaging program!
Kindergarten – 2nd graders are invited to join Racheli Komar-Aziz, our Community
Shlicha, on an adventure through the Hebrew language in 18 exciting sessions focused
on familiar themes. No Hebrew language experience is necessary.

Weekly Programming Includes:
Ochel - a light afterschool snack to refresh everyone for learning together
Ma’agal - group time for talking about the day of the week, weather, Hebrew month

and weekly updates from the children, songs and group games
Limeedah - lessons of the day focused on the weekly theme involving fun worksheets,

card games, vocabulary review, stories and more
Tachanot - stations for kids to experience learning through various media such as

crafts, videos, dance, games and music
Siyuum - closing activities and review

Registration is available online at: www.JewishMadison.org
For More Information: Contact Ellen Weismer, Program Director at  (608) 278-1808

or program@jewishmadison.org.
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The Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish
Studies is pleased to announce an exciting
program of lectures and events for the
Spring 2015 semester. All events are free
and open to the public.

In February, the Center will host a visit
from rising author Boris Fishman, whose
debut novel A Replacement Life has been
hailed as “bold, ambitious, and wickedly
smart” by the New York Times. Fishman
will be giving a talk on “Sickle and Stars:
The New Soviet-Jewish Literary Wave” on
Friday, February 27 on the UW-Madison
campus (check our website for exact time
and location).

On Monday, March 9, the Center will
co-sponsor the Schrag Lecture on German
Jewish History, given by Asher Biemann,
of the University of Virginia. His talk, on
“The ‘Jewish’ Michelangelo: German
Jews, the Renaissance, and the Dream of

Italy,” asks why Michelangelo matters to
Jewish writers and explores parallels be-
tween the Moses statue speaking to the
Jews and Michelangelo’s great works of art
coming to life in the eyes of Jewish pil-
grims. Biemann’s talk will take place at
4:00 p.m. on the UW-Madison campus
(check our website for exact location). 

Later in March, the biennial Conney
Conference on Jewish Arts will be co-pre-
sented by the Center for Jewish Studies
and the University of Southern California
Initiative for Israeli Arts and Humanities.
Scholars and artists from America, Israel
and beyond will present their work on the
theme “Jewish/American/Israeli: Inter-
twined Identities in the Contemporary Arts
and Humanities.” The conference will also
feature keynote lectures by Professor Jan-
ice Ross, renowned dance studies scholar
at Stanford University, and Israeli artist
Andi Arnovitz. This year’s conference,
marking the 10th anniversary of The Con-

ney Project on Jewish Arts, will be held on
the USC campus in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, March 24-26. 

In April the Center will bring Ami
Pedahzur, Professor of Government and
Founding Director of the Institute for Israel
Studies at the University of Texas at
Austin, to the UW to give the Weinstein-
Minkoff lecture on contemporary Israel.
Pedahzur’s talk, on “Military Entrepre-
neurs and the Evolution of Israel’s Special
Forces,” examines the circumstances that

led to the debut of present-day special
forces operations and the mechanisms that
have enabled their current prominent sta-
tus. This talk will take place at 4:00 p.m.
on Monday, April 20, at Memorial Union
(800 Langdon Street; check “Today in the
Union” for exact location).

Complete and current information
about our events is available on our web-
site at jewishstudies.wisc.edu or by email-
ing events-lectures@cjs.wisc.edu.

Spring Event Preview at Center for Jewish Studies
BY MELISSA MILLER

Hamantaschen
Baking Open House
Brought to you by the Jewish Federation of Madison’s Family Education Committee

Join us for an afternoon of baking, filling, folding and fun
When: Sunday, February 22, 2:00-4:30 p.m.
Where: Beth Israel Center
Come for the whole time or just drop by for a little while to help.  There will

be a dough-making tutorial from 2:00-2:30 and the rest of the time will be spent
filling, folding, baking and packaging.

Learn to bake Hamentashen. Help fill them, fold them, and bake them to be sold
at the community Purim carnival on Thursday, March 5 at Beth Israel Center.

*We are looking for volunteers to help prepare the Hamantashen dough
in the mornings on February 18 and 20, if you are interested in helping, please
contact Ellen Weismer program@jewishmadison.org.

Care & Support Through the 
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800-553-4289    agrace.org
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Simchas & Condolences
Mazel tov to:
Joel and Deborah Minkoff, on the engagement of their daughter Caren, to Ari
Lampear;
Hilary Gerstein and Marty Lichtman, on the birth of their daughter;
David and Jeannette LeZaks, on the birth of their son, Isadore (Izzy) Hugo
LeZaks;
Joshua Gottlieb-Miller and Lauren Hanon, on the birth of their son, Owen
Moses Gottlieb-Miller;
Noah and Kate Seligman, on the birth of their son Asher William Seligman, grand-
son of David Seligman and Betsy Abramson and great-grandson of Corine Cohn;
Elliot and Brooke Pike Williams, on the birth of their son Jacob Gabriel
Williams, grandson of Deena and Peter Williams;
Leah and Nathan Buttchen, on the birth of their son Kellen William Buttchen,
grandson of Steve Heilprin;
Naomi and Mitch Paschen, on the birth of their daughter Ava Victoria Paschen,
great-grandchild to Mona and Allen Paschen;
Karina Schoengold and Zachery Kapinus, on the birth of their daughter Stella
Cassidy Kapinus, granddaughter of David and JoAnn Schoengold; and
Paul and Sherie Sondel, on the engagement of their daughter Beth Sondel, to
Jamie Hanson.

Condolences to the families of:
Cara Hoffert, mother of David (Aleeza) Hoffert;
Ezra Heymann, father of Elisa Heyman, grandfather of David and Ruth;
Frances Seidman, mother of Lisa Seidman;
Bernice Hasden, mother of Ann Dee ( Rabbi Jan) Brahms and grandmother of
Steven and Lisa;
Bernardo Morgensteren, brother of Clara Lazimy;
David Markow, father of Jesse (Teri) Dobbs;
Florence Karp, sister of Allyn Bress
Gwen Rivkin, sister of Joel (Susan) Winnig;
Jack Heifetz, husband of Trudi;
Anatole Beck, husband of Eve Siegel Beck, father of Micah and Nina Beck, and
step-father of Amy and Pam Novick; and
Paula Etzkin Fitzer, sister-in-law of Ginny Graff, aunt of Stacy Graff and Lynne
Graff Ballesta and great aunt of Stefie Ballesta.

As the 2014 Tzedakah Campaign comes to an end, I would like to say thank
you to all of you that chose to participate and give. 

Thank you to those who attended our “rockin” kickoff event with the dueling
pianos. Thank you to those who joined us for a lovely evening at the Major
Gifts dinner at Nakoma. Thank you to all of the volunteers, athletes, yogis, bak-
ers and Packer fans who came out to do a mitzvah on Tzedakah Sunday. Thank
you to the incredible volunteers who made phone calls and wrote letters to our
community members encouraging others to give generously to the campaign.

Again, a special thank you to all of you who chose to give! From children
emptying their Tzedakah boxes to the thousands and thousands of dollars
donated by all of you, we came together as a community to provide for those in
need, both locally and around the world.

It is a privilege to live and work in such a passionate, vibrant and committed
Jewish community.

Todah Rabah!
~ Lynn Kaplan

Financial Resource Development Director,
Jewish Federation of Madison

Thank You ...
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The Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its
appreciation to these individuals who recently

made a tribute donation to honor someone
or celebrate a special occasion

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Boris, in honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary

Dee and Ken Stein

Ken and Claire Fabric, in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary
Dee and Ken Stein

Ken Stein, in honor of his special birthday
Ira Mangan and Judy Saichek
Mark and Barbara Pollack
Minnie Kahn
Sue and Richie Sack
Sybil Suvalsky and Marvin Yanoff

In Memory of Lola Akerman
Deena and Peter Williams

Sending hugs for Sara Schottenstein
Bunny and Bill Spitz

In Memory of Paula Etzkin Fitzer
Ginny, Andrea and Stacy Graff and Lynne Graff Ballesta

Mazel Tov to Henry Nussbaum on his 80th birthday
Dee and Ken Stein

The Jewish women who founded Madi-
son Hadassah in Rachel Jastrow’s living
room 100 years ago were part of a Jewish
women’s study group.  These women edu-
cated their families and communities about
what was happening locally, nationally and
around the world at a time when Jews were
fleeing violence around the world. Hadas-
sah’s ongoing commitment to education
and action resulted in a world class health-
care system serving the Middle East and
much more.

A century later, Madison Hadassah is
still a source of information and advocacy
for members on such issues as women’s
and family health and welfare as well as
social justice in the US, Israel and around
the world.   

Hadassah’s National Action Center
helps keep members apprised of legislation
on state and national levels, and provides
information and access to contact mem-
bers’ Congressional representatives. The
Center provides information and support
for Hadassah members who want to advo-
cate for issues of concern for women’s
health and welfare, families, and Israel at
the community, state and national level.

This year Hadassah’s National Action
Center is offering a series of programs on

Zionism. 
Hadassah’s “Zionism in the 21st Cen-

tury” is a free monthly online speaker se-
ries exploring different perspectives on
Zionism.  Just as Hadassah embraces
members from every stream of Judaism, so
we welcome discussion of varying views
of US and Israeli politics. Anyone who
subscribes to the series can watch any of
the past or current programs from their
homes.   

This Month’s Talk on Zionism in the
21st Century, 6:30 CST, on January 22,
2015 featuring Naomi Colton-Max, For-
eign Policy Analyst on Middle East and
founding member of Ameinu.

To view the series, register beforehand
at: www.Hadassah.org/definingZionism

To learn when Madison Hadassah holds
discussions on the Zionism in the 21st
Century series, go to our website, watch
for our e-newsletters, or contact us (see
below).

To receive online news from the
National Action Center, go to

www.Hadassah.org/NationalActionCenter
Our website: www. Hadassah.org/

MadisonWisconsin
www.Facebook.com/HadassahMadison

Or call: (608) 770-6521

Tune In to Hadassah’s Defining
Zionism in the 21st Century Series

“Chabad is my home away from
home. I would not be the person I am
or have the opportunities I have with-
out the warm and comforting environ-
ment provided by Rabbi Mendel and
Henya Matusof,” says freshman Re-
becca Schwartz. 

The Chabad House at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison provides a place
on campus for students from California
to New York to come together in a safe
and encouraging environment. Every
week emails go out about the numerous
events being offered each week, which
range from classes to Shabbat dinner.
Shabbat at Chabad has become a staple
in my college career. Each Friday
night, students’ excitedly congregate at
Chabad to enjoy the good conversa-
tion, delicious food, and a great homey
Jewish experience. 

Working together with Rabbi
Mendel and Henya to create Jewish op-
portunities for students is an active
group of student volunteers, of which I
am privileged to be a part of. The
Chabad Student Board is tasked with
creating philanthropic and Mitzvah
(good deeds) programs and opportuni-
ties for students at Chabad. 

On November 19th, 2014 we part-
nered with the Israel Children’s Cancer
Foundation (ICCF), which is the only
non-profit organization that provides
in-hospital care in Israel for over 1,400

children with cancer. The ICCF pro-
vides aid to six hospitals in the Israeli
area including: the Rambam Medical
Center, Dana Children’s Hospital,
Sheba Medical Center, Hadassah Uni-
versity Hospital, Schneider Children’s
Medical Center for Israel and Soroka
University Medical Center. 

Rather than a typical bake sale or
fundraiser, the Chabad Student Board
chose to do something unique that will
directly help Israeli children with can-
cer. We decided to do Falafel and Phi-
lanthropy. In order to encourage greater
participation, we focused on the Israeli
theme and served falafel and other Is-
raeli food. 

There were three activities at Falafel
and Philanthropy. The event involved
making paper cards to be sent to the
children. Students spent a lot of time
creating cards in both English and He-
brew, which had fun sayings and warm
wishes on them. The purpose of creat-
ing cards was to create a personal con-
nection for the child receiving them.
Each student took the time to write
something or draw something that they
believed a child would enjoy. Over one
hundred cards were made and sent to
children in Israel. 

Students also created fleece tie blan-
kets to send to children in hospitals.
The purpose of the blankets was to pro-
vide warmth and comfort to children.
Students really enjoy tying the blankets
and working together. Overall, there
were six large fleece blankets pro-
duced. 

Third, which was also my personal
favorite, was creating video messages
to be sent to the ICCF and children in
Israel. Everyone really got involved
and made video messages expressing
personal greetings and hopes of recov-
ery soon. This allowed the children to
be able to see who is sending the cards
and blankets. It allowed for a more per-
sonal connection.  

Overall, the event was a major suc-
cess. Seventy students from across
campus came to contribute to this im-
portant cause and help make cards,
blankets and video messages. Katie
Cera, a junior at the University of Wis-
consin – Madison said, “It was nice to
celebrate our Judaism while doing
something for a good cause, while also
eating good food.” It was an honor to
plan and take part in this event and we
are already planning our next philan-
thropy event at Chabad.

Juniors Caroline Grenis and Maddie Hausberg deliver video messages for the
children.

UW Chabad Students
Host Falafel and
Philanthropy

Sophomore Rebecca Wartels makes
a blanket for children in Israeli hos-
pitals.

BY JAMIE ROSENBAUM

UW-Madison Junior from Northbrook, IL

8301 Old Sauk Road | Middleton | AtticAngel.org

Call Kelly at 608-662-8842 to schedule your tour today!

Our distinctive and vibrant continuing care retirement
community represents a true circle of caring, offering a variety

of living options to meet your unique needs.
Attic Angel Place features apartments with services,

assisted living, memory care, skilled nursing and rehabilitation.
Attic Angel Prairie Point offers life-lease ranch-style homes.

Assisted Living Available Now ... Enjoy Exceptional Living!
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Come see our newly renovated syna-
gogue at the corner of Mound and Ran-
dall! Please be patient with us into 2015,
as we complete and equip our new
building.

Visit our website, www.bethisrael-
center.org, or call us at (608) 256-7763
for service schedules and other pro-
gramming information beyond what is
listed here.

All Beth Israel Center programs are
open to anyone who wants to see what
our vibrant style of traditional, egalitar-
ian Jewish community is all about.

Upcoming events:

Melton Class on Raising
Jewish Children Begins
February 1

Beth Israel Center is bringing the
Melton School to Madison, starting with
a Foundations of Jewish Family Living
10-class series. Classes, taught by Rabbi
Rebecca Ben-Gideon, will meet at Beth
Israel Center on Sunday mornings start-
ing February 1. Class dates run through
the end of May. The cost is $96, which
includes course materials. Developed by
the renowned Florence Melton Adult
Mini-School, a project of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, Foundations of

Jewish Family Living is a new curricu-
lum designed for parents that acknowl-
edges the important role of learning in
adulthood. For more information, see the
adjacent article.

Shabbat Potluck Dinner
Friday, January 23

Welcome Shabbat with services be-
ginning at 5:45pm, followed by a
kosher-dairy potluck dinner. Because
Shabbat begins at 4:40 that day, all
potluck contributions must be dropped
off in advance – on Thursday between
9am and 6pm or Friday between 9am
and 4pm. Bringing something home-
made? Use kosher ingredients. Bringing
something store-bought? Make sure it
has a hecksher. For more information,
see the Kashrut Policy for Home-Pre-
pared Food, under “About Us” on our
website, www.bethisraelcenter.org.

Yom Rishon
Sunday, February 1, 10 a.m.

Come experience preschool family
education at its finest! Yom Rishon is a
theme-based program including art,
movement, music, stories, and projects.
There will also be some further learning
on each session's topic for parents and

other adults who accompany the children.
Put all the 2015 dates on your calendar:
February 1, March 1, April 12, and May
10. Attendance at all sessions is not re-
quired. Come when you can! Questions?
Contact Beth Copelovitch, education@
bethisraelcenter.org or 256-7763.

Shabbat Morning Services
9:30am every Saturday

Looking for warm, inspiring, and
egalitarian traditional Shabbat services?
Come find us in our new sanctuary. Our

worship begins with P’seukei D’zimra
and continues through Shacharit, Torah
service and Musaf. We join together for
a community kiddush lunch after serv-
ices every week. Children’s services for
babies, preschoolers, and elementary
school age children begin at 10:30 most
weeks. Subscribe to our weekly e-news
to receive children’s service schedule
updates. (Find “Get our E-announce-
ments” on our website or email of-
fice@bethisraelcenter.org and ask to be
added.) Visitors are always welcome!

Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center

Congregation News

 

 

  

Please contact
office@bethisraelcenter.org
or call 256-7763 for more

information.

Instructor: Rabbi Rebecca Ben-Gideon

www.bethisraelcenter.org

Spring classes will be held Sunday mornings
beginning February 1 at Beth Israel Center.

Space is limited.

Beth Israel Center

Melton School Course Launches in Madison

New Curriculum for Parents
Raising Jewish Children

On Sundays beginning in February,
parents will drop children off at Sunday
religious schools, grab a coffee, and
then sit down for their own date with
Jewish learning.

These parents will participate in a
ten-session course for adults offered by
Beth Israel Center entitled, Foundations
of Jewish Family Living. Foundations
is a new curriculum designed for par-
ents that acknowledges the important
role of learning in adulthood. Parents
really are “learning for two” as they en-
gage in their own study and then bring
the conversations and stories home to
share with their children.

Developed by the renowned Flo-
rence Melton Adult Mini-School, a
project of the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, the new Foundations of Jew-
ish Family Living curriculum is aimed
at parents of school-aged children, in-
cluding early childhood. Each lesson
focuses on one of the great “master sto-
ries” from the Bible and the Jewish tra-
dition, and also includes texts and
articles that analyze and contemporize
the issues. Discussion is lively and the
opportunity to share the challenges of
parenting provides a great backdrop for
the class. 

Rabbi Rebecca Ben-Gideon who will
teach the course in Madison, is an ex-
perienced educator who serves both as
an adult educator at Beth Israel Center
and as Head of School at Madison Jew-
ish Community Day School, as well as
serving as a programmer at Camp
Ramah Wisconsin.

“Melton courses bring so much rich
content to the table, and when I have
taught their materials in the past I have
been amazed at how the curriculum
generates excitement and give and take
in the classroom between students,”
says Rabbi Ben-Gideon.

“So often parents ask me how they
can help with their child’s Jewish edu-
cation or what steps they can take for-

ward, given that their own formal Jew-
ish editions ended many years ago,” she
says. 

“This course is the perfect opportu-
nity for parents to both re-engage with
their own Jewish learning and to do
what might be the single most powerful
thing a parent can do for their children’s
Jewish identity, walking the walk of
lifelong Jewish learning and growth.
Parents have very little ‘leisure’ time,
and when they spend it with the rabbi,
it sends a powerful message to kids.”

The Foundations course has been pi-
loted nationwide, and participants say
they are glad they took the time out of
their busy lives to model lifelong
Jewish learning and growth.  Cassandra
Kessner, a student from the Dallas pilot
class said, “The class provides a setting
where you can learn from each other…
My boys would ask me, ‘What did you
learn today Mommy?’  Just because you
are a parent, it doesn’t mean you ever
stop learning…you never stop trying to
better yourself.”

Dr. Edna Levy, a Foundations
teacher in Kansas City, says, “I love that
the lessons are built around “Master
Stories” as vehicles for discussing cor-
nerstone Jewish values. This gave my
students concrete take-home texts that
they told me they shared with their
spouses and kids (of varying ages!) and
also gave our class a solid basis for hav-
ing adult, nuanced conversations about
complicated and important ideas.” 

The course, a program of Beth Israel
Center, is open to both members and
non-members. It does require registra-
tion and space is limited.  To register
visit www.bethisraelcenter.org and click
on the Melton Foundations link.  For
more information please contact
office@bethisraelcenter.org or call 256-
7763.

For more information about Founda-
tions or other Melton learning options,
visit the website at www.fmams.org.il

Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!
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Our events listed below are open to
the community. Check out our Temple
Beth El website at www.templebethel-
madison.org for more information on our
worship times and special events. All
events take place at Temple Beth El;
2702 Arbor Drive, Madison, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

We encourage members of the Jewish
community to join Temple Beth El, and
we welcome prospective members to par-
ticipate in programs and activities. Please
contact Heidi Lauhon, Executive Direc-
tor, at 608-238-3123 or executivedirector
@templebethelmadison.org for member-
ship information.

The Temple office will be closed on
January 1 and January 19, 2015.

Singles Creating
Community Dinner
Wednesday, January 14 at 6pm
Imperial Gardens, 2039 Allen Blvd,
Middleton

Start the New Year with a relaxing
dinner at Imperial Gardens. Choose your

favorite Chinese dish to spice up the
dreary winter. Order exactly what you
want, or join with others and share a va-
riety of dishes. You can't go wrong. And
there will be fortune cookies at the end of
dinner, which may tell us about the up-
coming year.

Singles Creating
Community Coffee Clutch
Friday, January 16 at 9am 
Barnes and Noble, West Towne Mall,
7433 Mineral Point Road, Madison

Enjoy a cup of joe with your Singles
Creating Community friends.

Thou Shall Retreat: Temple
Beth El Congregational
Retreat
Friday evening, January 16 through
Sunday morning, January 18 (MLK
Weekend) At URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby
Union Institute (OSRUI) in
Oconomowoc, WI

Join your Temple community for

another awesome Congregational retreat
this winter. For information and to regis-
ter visit http://www.templebethelmadi-
son.org/congregational-winter-retreat/ 

Kesher Israel Film Series:
“Life in Stills”
January 21, Main doors open at 7pm.
Films begin at 7:15pm

Snacks provided. Discussion follow-
ing the film.

Men’s Club Shabbat Dinner
Friday, January 23 at 5:30pm–Tail-
gate Style Shabbat Dinner
7:30 pm—Shabbat Service lead by
Men’s Club. 

A Tailgate Style Shabbat Dinner will
include burgers, hot dogs, grilled
chicken, veggie burgers, potato Salad and
more. $15 for adults (13+), $10 for kids
ages 5-12, $5 for tots 4 and younger.
Register online by Wednesday, January
14. Contact Aleeza Hoffert program@
templebethelmadison.org

Fiesta Shabbat Recognizing
Our New Members
Friday, January 30, 5:30pm

Pre-oneg Nosh including a warm dish.
6pm - Shabbat Service recognizing our
new members. 6:45pm - Congregational
Fiesta Shabbat Dinner, including tacos
and toppings and Mexican brownies
along with fun and games to get to know
each other and Temple Beth El. Please re-
serve your space online. The cost is $15
for adults (13+), $10 for ages (4-12) and
$5 for ages 3 and younger. 

Roaring 20s Murder at the
Juice Joint Speakeasy
Saturday, February 7 at 7pm

Calling all Flappers, Dolls, Mobsters
& Gents!  Come to our speakeasy in your
20s garb and solve the mystery.

Keep your eyes peeled for details on
our website or contact Aleeza 608-238-
3123 or program@templebethelmadi-
son.org. Advance registration requested
to assign characters in advanced (walk-
ins also welcome).

Temple Beth El

Congregation Shaarei Shamayim
Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish

Reconstructionist and Renewal congre-
gation, welcomes new and prospective
members, as well as visitors, to partici-
pate in our services, discussions, classes,
and celebrations. For more information
or to learn about events, please visit our
website at www.shamayim.org, email us
at office@shamayim.org, or call 608-
257-2944.  

Havurot Forming!
Shaarei Shamayim is delighted to in-

troduce a new model of programming
into our community.  We will be creating
many new havurot (fellowship groups)
based on the interest of our members.
Among the groups we’re creating are a
social justice havurah, a family volunteer
havurah, and a Shabbat dinner havurah.
Please contact Sara at office@
shamayim.org if you’d like to sign up or
learn more.

Shabbat Services
Saturdays, January 10 and 24
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive

Torah study begins at 9:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by Shabbat services at 10:30 a.m.
and Kiddush at 12:30 p.m. 

Intergenerational Winter
Retreat
Sunday, January 18
Goodman Community Center (east
side of Madison), 149 Waubesa Street
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Just because it’s cold and dreary out-

side doesn’t mean we can’t get together
for a retreat!  We will have a panel of
people who work in social justice and so-
cial service organizations talk about their
religious or spiritual connection to the
work they do.  There will be plenty of
workshops for kids of all ages and volun-

teer work at Goodman Community Cen-
ter’s food pantry.  Bagels and coffee will
be served at 9:00 a.m.  Please bring a
brown bag lunch.  (This is not a potluck!)
For more information or to RSVP, please
contact Sara at office@shamayim.org.
Non-members welcome.

BETHKEBETHKE
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

25
1.

2222

Emergency Service 24/7

Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioners
Humidifiers • Duct Cleaning

Preventative Maintenance Plans

bethkeheating.comCa
ll

2790 S. Fish Hatchery Rd.
Madison, WI 53711

Print
Large Format
Direct Mail

Graphic Design
www.sprintprint.com

(608) 277-7500

Celebrating 27 Years!
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At 5 PM nearly every Thursday of the
school year, students begin streaming
in the doors of Hillel, climbing the
stairs to the second floor, ready to help
braid and bake challah. Challah for
Hunger at UW-Madison is one of Hil-
lel’s largest student organizations.
Each week, students mix, braid, and
bake challah loaves and rolls to sell to
students, community members,
Adamah Neighborhood Table, and two
local stores—Fresh Market and Mac-
Taggarts. The organization also pro-
vides the challah served at Hillel’s
Shabbat dinner each Friday. Money
raised from challah sales support two
organizations: Mazon: A Jewish Re-
sponse to Hunger, an international
hunger organization, and Porchlight,
the local organization serving Madi-
son’s homeless population. 

Challah for Hunger at UW-Madi-
son is a branch of the national organi-
zation. In Madison, two organizational
leaders are Hillel interns, and the rest of the
student leadership team is selected through
applications.  This year’s team is led by
Jonah Miller Grant, Programming and
Communications Intern, and Emma
Tolkin, Business and Operations Intern.
Through their internships, Jonah and
Emma not only learn how to lead an organ-
ization, but how to operate a small busi-
ness. Challah for Hunger has a budget,
marketing plan, and clients. By being a
Challah for Hunger intern, Jonah is follow-
ing in the footsteps of his sister, who held
the same role three years ago. When asked
why he’s passionate about Challah for

Hunger, he said: “I love Challah for
Hunger because it takes on the huge goal
of fighting and educating about hunger

while still being fun and social. It really
represents what it’s like to be Jewish, to
follow Jewish customs in making challah
and then doing a mitzvah by Tikkun
Olam.” 

Starting at the end of last year, Challah
for Hunger began adding an educational
component to their volunteer braiding and
baking program. Student leaders educate
their peers about issues of hunger and
homelessness. Volunteers may learn more
about Mazon or Porchlight, homelessness
in Madison, or make cards for Porchlight
residents. “I think the best part is knowing
that I am part of a national organization
that makes the world a better place. It's nice

to know that every week I get to work with
people I enjoy spending time with, giving
back to my community,” said Alexa

Lebowitz, member of the leadership
team. Challah for Hunger Leaders
Spring 2015 include: Sheri Arnold,
Noah Broder, Clara Cole, Rachel
Goldbaum, Michelle Gould, Jake
Grant, Jonah Grant, Madeline
Kalicka, Phoebe Kiekhofer, Alexa
Lebowitz, Talia Malkin, Emma
Tolkin, and Jacy Weissburg.

Each week, the Challah team posts
on Facebook, advertising a “flavor of
the week.” Some of the most popular
flavors include chocolate chip, spicy
cheesy, garlic rosemary, and Nutella.
Other flavors this year included blue-
berry, sweet potato, candy, sundried
tomato basil, and apple cinnamon.
Challah for Hunger hosts two large
events during the school year where
they sell hundreds of rolls to challah-
loving students. In the fall, Challah-
ween, and in the spring,

Challahpalooza. For these events, students
bake for two days, selling between five and
seven flavors. At each event, they make
over $1,000 to donate to Mazon and
Porchlight. Last year, Challah for Hunger
sold 3,600 challah rolls and loaves, bring-
ing in over $3,000.

Fresh Market and MacTaggarts have
been longtime supporters of Challah for
Hunger. Both stores are on campus, bring-
ing in both student and community busi-
ness. “We sell about 15-20 loaves a week.
People really seem to love the challah and
its cause,” said Kim at Fresh. Rick at Mac-
Taggerts began selling challah a few years
ago. He agreed with Kim, noting that it’s a
great cause and that the challah regularly
sells out, indicating its popularity.  

Hillel brings challah to its monthly vol-
unteer opportunity at Capitol Lakes Retire-
ment Community where residents kvell
over the student-made challah. Steve
Schwartz attends the monthly Shabbat
services led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
and UW students. “I was so impressed
with it that we put in an order for High
Holiday services when they were selling
it,” said Steve. Steve delivered the challah
to the residents in their rooms. “People
were very grateful to have the ability to
buy homemade challah instead of having
to make it themselves.” 

Challah for Hunger bakes throughout
the school year and fills orders for students
and community members. Pre-ordered
challah is available for pick-up on Friday
mornings at UW Hillel. To learn more
about Challah for Hunger and to place an
order visit www.uwhillel.org/challah. 

DISCOVER DAY SCHOOL 
INFORMATION NIGHT 

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 7 PM 
1406 MOUND STREET 

Madison Jewish Community Day School is a K-5 elementary 
school offering an excellent private school experience and a 
rich grounding in Jewish heritage and Hebrew language. Join 
us at an information session for prospective parents, featuring 
perspectives of faculty, current parents and alumni on what 
makes an MJCDS education unique and outstanding. 

Discover Day School
Information Night

Challah for Hunger at UW Hillel: Baking a Difference
BY CHLOE BUTLER AND JENNIFER JENNINGS

Fourth grader Baila reads a Hebrew book to K-1 students.

Parents interested in learning more about
Madison Jewish Community Day School
are invited to join us for an Information
Night on Monday, January 12, at 7 pm. 

The program will feature the perspec-
tives of faculty, parents and alumni on
what makes an MJCDS education unique
and outstanding.

The program will be held at MJCDS,
which is now housed at Beth Israel Center,
1406 Mound Street. Please enter through
the doors off of the parking lot.

Curious Minds, Jewish Hearts
An elementary school serving families

from all branches of Jewish life, MJCDS
students build both a love of learning and
a profound connection to Jewish life and
heritage.  

A challenging and inspiring dual cur-
riculum in general and Jewish studies in-
cludes hands-on learning and daily
instruction in Hebrew language. 

“MJCDS is a special place, where each
child’s individuality is recognized and
prized, and where parents and teachers are
all part of a community dedicated to help-
ing our children blossom,” says Dr. Hanna
Grol-Prokopczyk, whose daughter is an
alumna of the school.  

“The bilingual curriculum, along with
great science, math, and arts instruction are
major assets. I don’t think there is a better
school in Madison. The faculty is fully and
enthusiastically committed to helping each
child grow and learn, and the small class
sizes allows a unique level of creativity and

spontaneity,” she says.

Talented Teachers, Small Classes,
Warm Community

Individual attention for each student,
talented teachers and a warm community
of families are hallmarks of the MJCDS
experience.

From hands-on science experiments to
student-led book discussions to explo-
rations of Jewish texts and modern Hebrew
language studies, students pursue subjects
in ways that challenge their intellect and
feed their curiosity.

In the academic environment at
MJCDS – where students are encouraged
to ask questions and to become critical
thinkers  – the desire to learn is an innate
result of a many-layered curriculum.
Academic topics are explored in depth,
while connections between subjects are
emphasized, leading to a rich understand-
ing of materials and concepts.

Discover Day School – Weekday Tours
Weekday tours are held regularly

throughout the year on weekday mornings,
9:15-10:30 am. On these mornings, adults
are invited to tour the school, view classes
in session, and learn more through a Q&A
session with the Head of School.

Upcoming dates include Wed. January
14 and Thursday, February 5.  To RSVP for
one of these dates or to schedule an individ-
ual tour, contact Rabbi Rebecca Ben-
Gideon, Head of School, at rabbi@madison
jewishdayschool.com or 204-9900.

Challah for Hunger Leadership Team.
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mallardsbaseball.com theshoebox.com rookiesfood.com
Steve Schmitt, Owner

Warner Park “Duck Pond”
2920 N. Sherman Ave.

Madison, WI 53704
608-246-4277

1314 Canal St., Hwy. 14
Black Earth, WI 53515

608-767-3447

Baraboo Location: 608-356-1224

Hwy. 14 & 78 North
Mazomanie, WI 53560

608-767-5555

■ Companionship (including cueing,

monitoring and activities)
■ Care Management
■ Meal preparation and clean up
■ Light housekeeping and laundry
■ Medication reminders
■ Personal care (bathing, dressing

and grooming assistance)
■ Assistance with walking
■ Running errands and driving to

appointments
■ Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care
■ Up to 24-hour Care and Live-in
■ RN Supervised, Bonded & Insured
■ Much more

FREE In-Home Assessment

608-729-5365
www.seniorhelpersmadison.com

Quality
of Life
for your Loved One

Care and comfort at a moment’s notice.

Leanna “Lilo”
Shulkin

Warm wishes
for you & yours

in 2015

Service You Deserve. Professionalism You Trust.

Leanna is ready to assist you throughout the Real Estate buying or selling process. She will be
your guide through the confusing terms and paperwork involved with a real estate transaction,

while keeping your interests a top priority, and listening to you every step of the way.

608-698-4570
ShulkinL@firstweber.com

Happy New Year!
May this new year bring you success, happiness and prosperity.

Contact Leanna to set up an appointment to talk about your Real Estate needs.

• National Association of REALTORS
• Wisconsin REALTORS Association
• REALTORS Association of SC Wisconsin
• MLS (Multiple Listing Service)
• Residential homes/condos

• UW-Madison Alumni
• 25+ years of living in the Madison community
• Background in marketing and communication arts
• Was a camp counselor at Camp Shalom
• Active member of Jewish community

Madison’s very own Heifetz BBYO
traveled to Milwaukee to attend the re-
gion’s annual Winter Regional Conven-
tion (WRC). With an outstanding fifteen
members on board, we were more than
ready to win the spirit-themed conven-
tion!

WRC, which is held in a hotel, consti-
tutes multiple sets of contests that every-
body can participate in. The contests
range from intense Jenga to messy
Twister to real life Apples to Apples! The
entire region gears up chapter by chapter
to win while also having the time of their
lives. A high-level panel of judges
watches these contests and judges them
based on performance, spirit, and creativ-
ity. After a contest is finished, a first, sec-
ond, and third place is awarded secretly
and revealed during the closing cere-
monies. Each contest and placement is
worth a certain number of points and the
chapter with the most points at the end is
the overall winner and receives a beauti-
ful red and gold trophy with a cow on
top!

Last year, during Heifetz’s first time
attending WRC, we showed an immense
amount of spirit but ended up humbly re-
ceiving last place. This year, before we
arrived, we knew there was a change in
the atmosphere. Not only did we have
more members attending, but we felt a
stronger sense of pride for our outstand-
ing chapter and we knew we had the
spirit to win. 

After an insane rap battle went down
with our very own Jake Stein and Quinn
Frankel against the region, along with an
extraordinary cake that was shaped and
decorated like a piece of cheese, and a
nail biting, sweaty palm Jenga game ex-

ecuted by Jordyn Schreiber, Heifetz
BBYO felt hope. Although the other
amazing chapters in the Wisconsin Re-
gion had tons of spirit and pride, our
beloved Madison chapter was at a differ-
ent level of energy.

Besides all of the contests, WRC also
consists of a spirit-wear day, a chapter
song, and a chapter dance. While dressed
up as rocking jocks and cheerleaders, we
performed a creative new version of the
National Anthem and God Bless America
with lyrics about Heifetz, the Wisconsin
Region and BBYO overall. As “Heifetz
America, Madison pride, stand beside
‘Fetz, and you bet, you’ll have tons of
great fun on the ride!” echoed throughout
the hotel, our intuitive fruit salad chapter
dance had the whole region laughing! We
knew we had a chance!

As the closing ceremonies began,
Heifetz BBYO walked into the crowded
room wearing our awesome new apparel
and excitedly sat down, for we knew the
WRC Spirit Convention trophy could be
ours! As our name was announced mul-
tiple times for winning many contests
such as the rap battle, Jenga, cake deco-
rating, our banner, and more, the energy
amongst our chapter grew. As the overall
winner was about to be revealed, we all
held hands as the entire region jumped up
on chairs and chanted our catchy phrase,
“Heifetz is Lifetz!” over and over again.
The energy in the room grew and a drum
roll was set to motion. The second we
heard the word Heifetz come out of WRC
coordinator Hannah Sprung’s mouth, we
sprinted up to the stage and cheered and
danced along with the whole region,
which was rooting for us!! Heifetz had
just won the WRC Spirit trophy! Tears
were shed and the whole chapter felt such
pride and honor. It was easily one of the
best days Heifetz BBYO had ever seen!

Taking the majestic trophy home to
Madison was nothing less than an honor;
however, the overall experience at WRC
was just as fun. Not only do you get to
take part in crazy contests and compete
with the other chapters, you’re also able
to meet and bond with so many other
members. Due to the fact we are the only
BBYO chapter in Madison, we don’t
have many opportunities to see all of the
fantastic Milwaukee chapters. WRC
gives Heifetz BBYO the ability to truly
connect with the other phenomenal chap-
ters in the amazing Wisconsin Region.
Not only will you laugh harder than you

have ever laughed before, but you can
truly have an exceptional experience. 

As Hilary Miller, president of all
B’nai B'rith Girls (BBG) in our region
stated in her mid-states speech this past
weekend, “Wisconsin Region is like no
other.” This weekend for Heifetz BBYO
it was like no other and every member in
our chapter hopes all Jewish teens have
the opportunity to experience the BBYO
experience.

~Talia Resnick
Co-founder and proud member of

Heifetz BBYO #5608

Heifetz BBYO Wins Spirit Trophy
at Winter Regional Convention
BY TALIA RESNICK

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY
www.madisontop.com

1-800-362-2787

Shalom Baby

Shalom Baby is designed to help Madison
families (affiliated, nonaffiliated, and
interfaith) celebrate the arrival of their
Jewish newborns and welcome them
to the Madison Jewish community
through gift baskets, playgroups,
music classes, and resource guides.

For more information about
joining a playgroup or class, or
to receive a Shalom Baby gift
basket, please contact Tiz Goff at
outreach@jewishmadison.org
or call 7736204404.

Are you pregnant or recently had a baby? Would you like to
meet other Jewish caregivers and their little ones ages 02?
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The excitement was in the air as peo-
ple arrived at the Goodman Center Loft
for the Hanukkah Tzedakah Craft Fair.
The night started out with a community
Havdalah that was so crowded it took
up two levels of space as everyone cir-
cled around the students of the Madison
Jewish Community Day School who led
us together as we sang goodbye to
Shabbat.  The giggly students from Gan
HaYeled spun like Dreidels as they per-
formed Hanukkah, Holiday So Fair.
And everyone worked up an appetite
dancing Turkish Kiss and Yesh Lanu
Tayish led by the dancers from Yonim

Israeli Dance Troupe.
Hanukkah music played as everyone

participated in crafts, mitzvah projects
and games while eating bagels, suf-
ganiyot, gelt and latkes.  Thank you to
Laila Borokhim for providing the deli-
cious latkes for everyone to enjoy!  

We had so many new and creative
booths this year and appreciate the hard
work of all of the individuals who con-
tributed to leading our projects:

Beth Israel Center – Books for Emer-
son Elementary school

Chabad – Decorating Hanukkah
Cookies

Congregation Shaarei Shamayim –
Beaded stars and snowflakes to donate
to a shelter

Gan HaYeled Preschool – Dreidel art
Madison Jewish Community Day

School – Hanukkah Trivia Game
Mickey, Racheli and Ofek Aziz-

Komar (JFM Shlichim) – Hanukkah
Snow Globes

Temple Beth El MATTY Youth
Group – No-sew fleece blankets to do-
nate to a shelter

Tiz Goff, JFM Community Outreach
Coordinator – Lego Menorahs

Yonim – Hanukkah Nail Art

We received so many food donations
for the Goodman Center Food Pantry
and the kids had fun working together
to create a menorah out of the canned
goods at the end of the night.

The annual Hanukkah Tzedakah fair
is sponsored by the Family Education
Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Madison. Thank you to all of the volun-
teers who helped to make this night of
music, dancing, art and mitzvot such a
community-wide success!

Create, Dance, Donate!
Hanukkah Tzedakah Craft Fair 2014
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Celebrating
10 Years!

danebuylocal.com

We all win when you
THINK LOCAL

FIRST!

For more details about how to leave a bequest, please contact
Dina Weinbach, 608-278-1808 x4070

or email: dina@jewishmadison.org.

Here’s an easy way to make a charitable gift
that costs you nothing today:
INCLUDE A BEQUEST TO THE

JEWISH FEDERATION OF MADISON IN YOUR WILL

Oakwood Village University Woods • 6205 Mineral Point Road • Madison, WI 53705

Find us on
Facebook

Life at Oakwood Village University Woods offers an array of opportunities for cultural pursuits.
In our Center for Arts and Education, you’ll enjoy plays, speakers and musical performances –

including recitals and concerts given by accomplished performers. You’ll also find opportunities
to discover and share your own talents through writers’ groups, art classes and more.

Call today to schedule a personal appointment and discover what’s waiting for you
at Oakwood Village: 608-230-4266. Or visit us online at www.oakwoodvillage.net.

A walk in the woods led me to ...

SAVE THE DATE ....
Come Celebrate as a

Community at the
PURIM

CARNIVAL!
Thursday, March 5

5:30-7 P.M.
Dinner & Purim Fun

at Beth Israel Center
1406 Mound Street

Volunteers will be needed. Mark your
calendars now and check your emails

for volunteer sign-up information.
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Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Promotional Products

Turn your tzoris into a
mitzvah! Call 278-1808 to
donate your used vehicle
to Jewish
Social
Services.

Donate Your Vehicle

since 1977 ~ 238-5698

Providing personal service for …
• Invitations • Stationery

• Wedding and Party Consulting
• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
gan@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Israeli DanceHebrew

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Square • 274-5255
Willy East • 294-0116  |  Willy West • 836-1450

Offering a variety of deli items
including smoked salmon,

lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for over 30 years!

Food and Dining

Steven Wilensky LLC

TECHNOLOGY
HANDYMAN

Diagnostics • Virus Removal • WiFi Network Setup
PC Setup or Tuneup • Network Checkup

Software Install • Printer Setup & Troubleshooting
Also offering Video & Audio services

(608) 886-7822 • hockeynut50@yahoo.com
https://sites.google.com/site/stevenwilenskyllc/

The

Computer Services

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN SERVICES

when you place your ad in

Madison Jewish News
in print or online.

Contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404
or email: outreach@jewishmadison.org

Advertising

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404 or email outreach@jewishmadison.org

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.org

Welcome to Madison

New Baby?

www.allfourtrimesters.com

Midwife/Doula

Fun... Friends...
Hebrew...

Chug Ivrit!!!!
The Jewish Federation of Madison’s
afterschool Hebrew program for K-5.

Learn to speak, read and write Hebrew
in a fun environment. Register today at

www.jewishmadison.org or call 278-1808.

Yonim Israeli
Dance Troupe
welcomes
all kids
K-12th grade!
For more info contact:
Cathy at yonim@jewishmadison.org

• Are you new to Madison?
• Are you looking to get more involved in 

Madison’s amazing Jewish community?
• Have you been here for years, but are looking

for a new social circle or activity group?

Shalom Madison is for you! Tiz Goff will
help link you to the Jewish Community
through your interests and availability.

Contact Tiz at outreach@jewishmadison.org
or call 773-620-4404 for more info.

Are you pregnant or recently had a baby?
Would you like to meet other Jewish caregivers

and their little ones ages 02?
Shalom Baby is designed to help Madison

families celebrate the arrival of their
Jewish newborns and welcome them to

the Madison Jewish Community.

For more information on joining a playgroup or
class, or receiving a Shalom Baby gift basket,

contact Tiz Goff at 7736204404 or email
outreach@jewishmadison.org

Camp Corner
It does NOT matter what time of day you register. Reg-

istration policies will be available online. We will accept
registrations based on a first-come first-served basis accord-
ing to the date people register, starting with March 9th.  

Camp Shalom 2015 Dates
• Session I: June 22-July 10 
• Session II: July 14- July 31
• Session III: August 4-14 (Camp Shalom only)

Late-night/Overnight Dates
• Session 1: Wednesday, July 8th 
• Session 2: Wednesday, July 29th
• Session 3: Wednesday, August 12th (no overnight)
The Camp Shalom late-night is a fun evening for Camp

families to get to see the Goodman Campus, meet the
Camp Shalom staff and see first hand what their campers
have been enjoying throughout the summer.  There is no
bus service in the afternoons on the days listed below.  The
campers stay at camp for an afternoon of special program-
ming and the families are invited to bring a blanket and a
picnic dinner to share with their campers.  The 4th and 5th
grade campers are then invited to a fun sleepover experi-
ence.  The Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim (middle school
campers) leave in the morning on the dates listed above
for a unique off-site overnight camping adventure. 

Updates about special programs and exciting new
additions to our programs coming soon!

We look forward to a great summer of 2015!

Only 25

Weeks until

Camp Shalom

2015!

Registration
will be open
on Monday,

March 9

Summer, Friendship, Laughter, Fun…
Register for Camp Shalom ONLINE on Monday, March 9th

Rewarding and fun…come work at Camp
Shalom or Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim!  Applica-
tions for summer 2015 will be available online on
January 15th.

We are looking for enthusiastic, caring, respon-
sible, creative leaders with innovative ideas and a
love for being outdoors! 

Positions available include:
Counselors in Training – This is a volunteer po-

sition for those going into 10th grade.  Fulfill your
volunteer requirements in one summer while learn-
ing a lot and working with awesome mentors! 

Junior Counselors – under 18 years old
Senior Counselors – over 18 years old
Senior Counselors with lifeguarding certifica-

tion 
Specialists- flexible hours or full-time positions

available for those with experience facilitating ses-
sions in yoga, pottery, fine arts, performance arts,
dance, graphic design, personal training, improv
and comedy, martial arts and more

For more information about any of the positions
above or to apply please visit our website,
www.JewishMadison.org/campshalom.

Camp Shalom is Hiring!
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A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison www.jssmadison.org

Jewish Social Services

Volunteer for Jewish
Social Services!

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER
POSITION DESCRIPTION

Jewish Social Services of Madison (JSS), a United Way of Dane County participating agency,
seeks an administrative manager with very strong writing and communication/digital marketing
skills to coordinate all activities, events and administrative duties. The Administrative Manager reports
directly to the Executive Director.

Availability: January 1, 2015. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.

Hours: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm Monday – Friday.  Flexibility to work occasional evenings and week-
ends when necessary.  

Qualifications:
• Friendly and warm personality
• Excellent interpersonal skills both in person and on the phone
• Strong verbal and written communication skills.
• Proven efficiency and organizational skills
• Working knowledge of business English, spelling, grammar, punctuation, and

correspondence formats
• Experience with website content management systems
• Graphic design skills and experience with design software such as InDesign
• Competency in Microsoft Office Suite including Excel and Power Point
• Ability to work in a multi-tasked, fast-paced, environment with precision, thoroughness, and

attention to detail
• Experience and working knowledge of databases, donor database management systems

such as Raiser’s Edge, and a willingness to learn other proprietary databases
• Experience in a nonprofit environment a plus

Responsibilities:
Communication and Digital Marketing:
Devise and implement digital marketing campaigns, update agency website, create monthly

electronic newsletter and other electronic media, graphic design of brochures, flyers, invitations,
reports, and coordinate/edit agency newsletter.

General Reception and Administrative Duties:
Answer and respond to incoming calls, greet guests in accordance with security protocols.

Prepare and record checks for deposit as required per audit controls, process credit card
donations/transactions, handle all attendance and registration activities for events, and other duties
as assigned.

Salary commensurate with experience.  For full job description, visit jssmadison.org.  Interested
candidates should submit a resume, cover letter, and three references (electronic and hard copy) for
consideration to:

Terrie Goren, Executive Director, Jewish Social Services of Madison
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 •  tgoren@jssmadison.org 

Volunteer  application at http://
jssmadison.org/becoming-volunteer

Our mission:  Our dedication to serv-
ice will improve the quality of life and
maintain the dignity of our clients in a
compassionate and caring atmosphere.
Volunteers will enhance the ability of the
agency to achieve its overall mission. 

Friendly Visitors develop on-going,
one-to-one relationships with a senior or
person with disabilities in a nursing
home, assisted living facility or living in
his or her own home. Volunteers uni-
formly say that this is a very rewarding
activity that brings meaning and a wealth
of feeling to their lives. Commitment is
about an hour a week for a minimum of
six months.

Bikur Holim means visiting those
who are sick. The Talmud says that such
a visit removes 1/60th of the person’s ill-
ness, but really the good that is done
through a simple visit is immeasurable.

A la Carte Volunteering
Choose “single servings” of volunteer

opportunities if that’s what best fits your life.
Driver Connection volunteers pro-

vide rides to appointments and commu-
nity events. You’ll only be called when
we need you, and you only drive when
you’re available. 

OddJobbers: The really easy way to
be really helpful! Can you change light
bulbs and hang a few pictures?  Program
a remote control? Reach something high?
OddJobbers do these and similar tasks for
seniors and people with disabilities. To be
an OddJobber, you don’t need to be able
to do everything; you just have to like
being helpful. 

Youth Volunteering, Youth Group
Projects and B’nai Mitzvah Projects

Learn more at www.jssmadison.org/
volunteer/become-a-volunteer

Leviticus 19:33-34 commands: “When
strangers sojourn with you in your land,
you shall not do them wrong. The strangers
who sojourn with you shall be to you as the
natives among you, and you shall love
them as yourself; for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt.”

On November 19th, the Dane County
Board approved a new budget which in-
cludes $25,000 for the JSS Immigration
Services Program. The current program,
launched in 2005, served thirty-two émi-
grés.  The program now serves close to two
hundred individuals from over sixty coun-
tries and has reached its capacity. Director
of Immigrant and Refugee Services, Janice
Beers, remains the only Board of Immigra-
tion Appeals (BIA) Accredited Represen-
tative in Dane County and Jewish Social
Services remains the only BIA Recognized
Agency in Dane County.

In addition to providing low cost immi-
gration services to those who cannot afford
an immigration attorney, Janice assists her
clients with social service issues including:
housing, food insufficiency, domestic vio-
lence, access to mental health services and
medical advocacy.  

In an effort to explain her program to
the county, Janice, together with her Gam-
bian client Fatou Sanyang, testified at a
public hearing. Janice explained that in
2009, Fatou’s mother, Rohey, was the vic-
tim of a crime in New York City. Rohey
testified against her attacker, and then felt
compelled to flee because he threatened to
kill her upon his release from jail. Rohey

knew a family in Madison and came here,
but  was unable to find housing. When Jan-
ice met Rohey, she was homeless. Janice
was able to help Rohey obtain the survival
services she needed, and ultimately, was
able to have Rohey approved for perma-
nent residency. After she became a US cit-
izen, Rohey was able to bring Fatou here,
a reunion that was nearly a decade in the
making. Today, Rohey and Fatou are em-
ployed, self-sufficient, and thrilled to be to-
gether.

With the Executive Order recently is-
sued by President Obama, it is likely that
many additional émigrés. residing in Dane
County will be seeking services from JSS.
This grant will allow the agency to hire a
part-time Immigration Services Assistant,
run workshops, and provide more scholar-
ship funds for individuals who cannot af-
ford even the nominal fees for agency
immigration services.

JSS would like to extend its gratitude to
Dane County Board Supervisor Jeremy
Levin, for authoring the budget amend-
ment that will fund this new initiative in
the JSS Immigration Program, as well as
the following supervisors who co-spon-
sored it: Supervisor Carousel Bayrd, Su-
pervisor Jenni Dye and Supervisor Chuck
Erickson. And a special thanks to Michael
Blumenfeld who has always been a friend
to the agency.

With the help of the citizens of Dane
County, we look forward to growing our
program and helping our neighbors build
a new life in our community.

Temple Beth El and Jewish Social
Services are pleased to announce Jill
Karofsky will be the honored speaker at
the 2015 Liesl M. Blockstein Annual Me-
morial Lecture on Sunday, February 15 at
Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive, Madi-
son. The program will start at 9:30 a.m.
with brunch, and the speaker will begin
around 10:15 a.m. Jill is the Executive Di-
rector of the Wisconsin Department of Jus-
tice's Office of Crime Victim Services. She
was appointed to the position by Wisconsin
Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen on Jan-
uary 3, 2011. Prior to her appointment, Jill
was an Assistant Attorney General – Vio-
lence Against Women Resource Prosecutor
at the Wisconsin Department of Justice. In
that role, she provided training and support
to Wisconsin prosecutors to enhance their
prosecutions of sexual assault, domestic vi-
olence, stalking, and related offenses.
From 2001-2010 Jill was an attorney for
the National Conference of Bar Examiners
where she served as the Director of Human
Resources and Counsel, and the Director
of Education. Jill started her career in the
Dane County District Attorney's Office as
an Assistant District Attorney and then
Deputy District Attorney. Since 2005 Jill
has been an adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Law School. She has
taught Trial Advocacy and is currently
teaching a course she developed called
Victims in the Legal System.  Jill is a grad-
uate of the University of Wisconsin Law
School (J.D.) and the LaFollette School of
Public Affairs (M.A.) Her undergraduate
degree is from Duke University. 

The Liesl M. Blockstein Fund was es-
tablished by her family as a memorial fund

after her untimely death in 1986. The Fund
supports two purposes:  a scholarship for a
Wisconsin woman who chooses to study at
the Hebrew Union College – Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in the fields of rabbinical
studies, cantorial studies or education, and
presenting an annual lecture at Temple
Beth El.  The Liesl Blockstein Memorial
Lecture series annually honors a Wisconsin
woman involved in politics, academics, the
arts and/or cultural affairs to address our
community. This lecture is co-sponsored
by Temple Beth El and Jewish Social Serv-
ices of Madison, in which Liesl was
actively involved.

The program and brunch are free and
open to all, but we ask that you register by
emailing program@templebethelmadi-
son.org or calling Aleeza Hoffert at 608-
238-3123 with the number of people
attending.

Dane County Board Approves
Grant for Immigration Services

Thank You for Delivering Menorahs!
JSS would like to thank the volunteers who delivered menorahs for Hanukkah

recently. Thirty-three seniors living in assisted living, memory care and skilled
nursing facilities received menorahs and visits from Sammy and Tamara Angelina,
Dawn Berney, the DiTullio family, Leslie Eisenberg, Barb Esser, Barry Gidal, the
Fleischmann family, Jerry Goodman, the Gorman family, Stacy Graff, Ronnie Hess,
Dory Kalish-Huza, the King family, Racheli Komar-Aziz, Renata Laxova, Doug
Olson, the Pinkesz family, Linda Reivitz, Gillian Sender, Jeanne Silverberg, the
Sulman-McGrath family, the Weismer family, Meg Wise and David Tenenbaum,
and Fima Zaltsman.

Liesl M. Blockstein Memorial
Lecture and Brunch 

Jill Karofsky
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Jewish Education

Yonim kicks off 2015 with its annual
School Tour.  This year dancers will visit
three schools, Franklin Elementary, Van
Hise Elementary, and Wingra School, on
Friday, January 30.  This is an exciting
day for the 31 Yonim dancers.  It’s a
chance to share their love of Israel and
dancing with the community. 

This year all the dances are centered
on the theme "Eretz Israel," The Land of
Israel. 

“We hope that by sharing our hard
work, we can impart a bit of history and
knowledge for those who may be less fa-
miliar or who may have preconceptions
regarding Israel and the Middle East,”
says Janelle Bentley, Yonim’s Artistic Di-
rector. “Dance and the arts are a wonder-
ful and gentle means of generating
dialogue concerning Jewish and Israeli
culture, and both the audience and
dancers have much to gain from the ex-
perience!”

Calling All 3, 4, & 5 Year Olds!
Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe is offer-

ing 4 fun-filled mini-classes for kids ages
3-5 years old.  Classes start January 11,
2015, and will meet once a month
through April with the opportunity to per-
form at the Sharsheret Festival in May.
Classes meet at Beth Israel Center lo-
cated at 1406 Mound Street from 3:30-
4PM. $5 per session or $20 if you sign up
for the whole series and pay in advance.
For more information, contact Cathy at
yonim@jewishmadison.org. 

What: K’tantanim- dance classes for 3-
5 year olds
Where: Beth Israel Center, 1406 Mound
Street
When: Sundays at 3:30 - 4:00pm, Jan.
11, Feb. 15, March 8, and April 19, with
an opportunity to perform at the Sharsh-
eret Festival in May.

This semester Laurel Hefty taught
a Holocaust Studies class for the ninth
graders.  The students finished the se-
mester by writing poetry inspired by
what they learned over the semester.  

Beauty from Nightmares – Poetry
Inspired by our studies:

CLASS CREATED HAIKUS
Victims were endless
Twelve million gone forever
Memories remain

Risked their lives for us
Those that helped were forgotten
We remember you

CLASS CREATED 6 WORD
POEMS/STORIES

Study past. Appreciate present.
Change future.

Pray for justice. Hope will come.
Atoned for wrongdoings, yet still

blamed. 

SIX WORD STORIES AND
POEMS CREATED BY
STUDENTS 

She lived, he lived, they loved
She died, he died, they hoped

~By Sophia 

Hopeful survival, escape in peace-
ful memory

~Anonymous

Without hope, survival is impossi-
ble

~By Noah 

Hiding from me, these haunting
memories

Lost you. Where did you run?
Afraid to speak. Seals my fate.

~By Alana 

Inhumane genocide. Still survivors.
Memories forever.

~Anonymous

Despair. Injustice. Imprisonment.
Escape. Survival. Hope.

~Anonymous

Inhumane injustice.  Ignorance 
innocence. Survival hope.

~Anonymous

Anti-Semitism camp
Innocence pain
Death remembrance

~By Jonah 

Inhumane ignorance without
compassion nor peace.

~By Riley

From suffering, to survival, to
strength

~By Aaron

At peace on my bike
Concrete jungles await me
Dreams forever ridden
Inspire change, if not you, who?
Never forgetting tragedy creates

new ones
~By Noah

Kindergarten through  2nd graders are
invited to join Racheli Komar-Aziz, our
community Shlicha (Israel Program Co-
ordinator), on a fun adventure through
the Hebrew language. Racheli will lead
the students in 18 exciting sessions of ex-
ploring the letters of the Aleph Bet and
developing reading and writing skills
through structured lessons, arts and
crafts, movement and more! No Hebrew

language experience is necessary.
Dates: Thursdays, January 8th through

May 28th (no class on March 5, April 2,
and April 9)

Time: 3:45pm-5:30pm
Price: $270/ student
Registration is available at www.Jew-

ishMadison.org, for more information
please contact Ellen Weismer, pro-
gram@jewishmadison.org. 

Ivrit B’Kef (Hebrew Fun)
Time for Hebrew, Time for FUN!

Yad B’Yad (Hand in Hand) playgroup for 0-2 years of age
is growing and thriving! In November and December, we
welcomed a couple of new moms and babies to the group.
The kiddos are interacting more with each other, and the
moms are getting to know one another better. We planned to
do crafts in November and December, but the kids were hav-
ing so much fun playing (and the moms were having an
amazing time socializing with other adults), so we stuck to
playtime and snack time and everyone was happy. 

These words say it all: friends, fun, food, free, and more!
Please come join us if you have a child between 0 to 2 years
of age. Our next playgroup is Tuesday, January 6th at
9:30am. You can find out the location by emailing or calling
Tiz Goff, the Outreach Coordinator at: outreach@jewish-
madison.org; or call 773-620-4404.

School Tour Set for
Yonim in January

Midrasha Students
Share Poetry

Yad B’Yad – Fun for Moms and Babies!
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Roger spins the Dreidel.

Sammy is making Hanukkah cookies.

The Gimel class is learning about Hanukkah.

Eve is ready to decorate the Dreidels.

Nathan is building with gears.

Malia loves putting puzzles together.

Makaila is practicing spinning the Dreidel.

Elijah loves building with blocks.

Maggie spins the Dreidel.

Look What’s Happening at
Gan HaYeled Preschool!

For more information,
please contact Rachel Sauer

at 608-278-1808 or
gan@jewishmadison.org

Blanka and Ruby did the puzzle! Elijah, Nolan, Makaila, Olive and Malia are putting on a Thanksgiving puppet show.

Gabriel likes to build cars.

Jewish Education
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This article is about Holocaust museums and memorials
around the world.
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A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Madison A Senior Adult Program of Jewish Social Services

Lechayim     Lights
Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
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Two Ways to Make Your
Lechayim Reservation:

• When you check in at Lechayim, sign up for the following
week.

• Call Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808 or 608-442-4083
(direct) or email louise@jssmadison.org by 12:00 p.m. on the pre-
ceding business day.

• Reservations cannot be taken after noon on Fridays or over the
weekend.

• If you didn’t make a reservation in time but would like to
come, call Louise on Monday morning before 10:00 a.m. on
Monday to see if there have been cancellations. 

• We regret that we are unable to guarantee a meal for last minute
reservations or walk-ins.

January
Lechayim Calendar

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus at Temple Beth El, 2702
Arbor Drive.  Contact Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, direct 608-
442-4083 or louise@jssmadison.org by noon on the preceding busi-
ness day, usually a Friday. The kosher-style meals are catered by
Blue Plate Catering and a vegetarian or strictly kosher option is
available with a reservation. If you are over age 60, a minimum
donation of $4.00 is suggested, but please only pay what you can
afford. The cost of the meal is $7.50 for those under age 60.  

Monday, January 5
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Hearty Fish Chowder, Steamed Green Beans, Sliced

French Bread, Red Grape Cluster, Petit Fours
1:00-2:00 Betsy Abramson, “Healthy Aging is not an 

Oxymoron: How Societal (and our own) Ageism
is Bad for Everyone’s Health.”

Monday, January 12
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Vegetable Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Caesar Salad with

Parmesan Cheese & Croutons, Carrot Cake
1:00-2:00 Jeremy Maissel, “The Secret Life of Kibbutznikim”

Monday, January 19 – Lechayim does not meet

Monday, January 26 – Lechayim commemorates Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s Birthday
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Oven Fried Chicken, Roasted Root Vegetables

(potatoes, carrots & parsnips), Warm Cinnamon 
Apples, Chocolate Cake

1:00-2:00 Barbara McKinney, “Can We Still Dream?”

Next month’s dates:
February 2, 9, 16, 23

For changes, updates or new information about any
Jewish Social Services program, check our website at

www.jssmadison.org

Lechayim is cancelled when the Madison Metropolitan
School District closes schools due to inclement weather.
Listen to WIBA, WTSO, WZEE, WMLI, WMAD, WOLX,
WMMM or Charlie FM or watch a local channel on TV or the
Internet (WKOW, WMTV, WISC or Fox 47) to learn if Madison
schools are closed. If Madison schools are open but we think
conditions warrant it, we will decide whether to cancel
Lechayim.  In that case, the decision will be made by 8:00 a.m.,
we will send an email or someone will call you and we will post
the cancellation on our website.

Lechayim
Snow Day Policy

Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions provides door-to-door service for $1 round

trip, payable to the driver. Contact Louise Goldstein (608-278-
1808, direct 608-442-4083 or louise@jssmadison.org) by 2:00
p.m. the Friday before Lechayim to make a reservation. Wheel-
chair accessible vehicles are available upon request. Please contact
us if you need to cancel a ride.



Let’s start 2015 with some new
and intriguing information that just
might influence how we look at get-
ting older.  On Monday, January
5 Betsy Abramson will present
“Healthy Aging is not an Oxy-
moron: How Societal (and our
own) Ageism is Bad for Everyone’s
Health.” She will share the research
of Professor Becca Levy, a profes-
sor of Public Health at Yale, prov-
ing the harmful effects of ageism on
individuals of all ages, and will give
specific examples of how it nega-
tively impacts older adults’ health.
She’ll share her own commitment
to combatting ageism – and give
you some ideas to think about pur-
suing as well.

Betsy Abramson is the Deputy
Director of
the Wisconsin
Institute for
H e a l t h y
Aging, a Wis-
consin non-
profit devoted
to bringing
e v i d e n c e -
based health
p r o m o t i o n
practices in

healthy aging into practice.  Betsy
has a long history in Wisconsin in
advocacy and public interest law
for the elderly, working in areas of
long-term care, advance directives,
guardianship and adult protective
services, elder abuse, economic se-
curity and disability rights. She has
held leadership roles in several
legal services, aging and disability
non-profit organizations, taught
Elder Law at the University of Wis-
consin Law School and developed
and operated a law school practi-
cum in elder law. She is an experi-
enced presenter and author for
consumers and
professionals
in a variety of
elder law and
aging areas.

We have a
special treat on
Monday, Jan-
uary 12 when
Jeremy Mais-
sel of Israel
Seminars, an in-
dependent educational initiative
with no political agenda, will pres-
ent “The Secret Life of Kib-

butznikim.” The kibbutz is a unique
Israeli invention indivisibly inter-
twined in the history of modern
Zionism and the State of Israel, and
the kibbutz movement is celebrat-
ing over 100 years of history.  This
program will take a brief look at the
contribution of the kibbutz to Israel
in its formative years, consider its
ideology, and examine some of the
fundamental changes that are taking
place in the kibbutz movement.
Using innovative interactive tech-
niques, Maissel will explore some
of the questions that face kibbutzim
in the 21st century, discuss their
special approach to different as-
pects of life and society, and reveal
the secret life of Kibbutznikim! 

Lechayim does not meet on
Monday, January 19, as we will
be closed for Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthday. We will resume on
Monday, January 26 with Barbara
McKinney addressing the question,
“Can We Still Dream?” Barbara’s
son was Michael McKinney, the
beloved newscaster from WMTV
who died at a tragically young age.
Years ago, in a speech to honor Dr.
King, Mike declared “We Can Still
Dream.” Mike challenged the audi-
ence to continue the dream and re-
minded them that the responsibility
for making equality a reality rested
in their hands. He said that it was
the ordinary people who will
change the world by changing their
own community. As we fast-for-
ward to today, we find ourselves
faced with demonstrations and ral-
lies as a response to the growing
racial divide between the police and
those they have sworn to protect.  In

Barbara McK-
inney’s pres-
entation, she
will explore
the question,
“Can We Still
Dream?”   

B a r b a r a
McKinney is
Associate Di-
rector of Madi-
son Urban
Ministry, which supervises re-entry
programs supporting successful
reintegration of adults returning to
the community following incarcer-
ation. She holds a BS in Special Ed-
ucation from the University of
Missouri, an MS in Urban Planning
& Public Policy Analysis from the
University of Illinois and an MBA
from Fontbonne University, St.
Louis. She teaches “Community
Building: Introduction to Restora-
tive Justice” at  Edgewood College,
is involved in curriculum develop-
ment on Restorative Justice Circles
for UW Extension, is a consultant,
trainer/facilitator in Non-Violent
Communication for Rent Smart Ed-
ucation and is the owner of The
Imago Dei Group, LLC.  McKin-
ney is deeply engaged in commu-
nity building and program
development with a focus on the in-
tersections of race, poverty and
racial disparities through the
YWCA, Second Harvest Food
Bank, Dane County Area Agency
on Aging, Dane County Human
Services Board, Housing Consor-
tium Board, A Fund for Women
Advisory Committee and is a mem-
ber of Dane County Delegation on
Poverty, to name a few.

About our Programs

Betsy Abramson

Jeremy Maissel

Barbara McKinney

Transitions
Happy January Birthday

Abe Landsman
Anita Parks

Betsy Haimson
Bezalel Haimson

Bobbie Kunin
Evelyn Cantor

Fran Culbertson
Ginny Graff
Hilary Blue
Ike Lewis

Jeff C. Levy
Judy Nelson-Stern

Lucille Lapin
Milt Leidner

Rob Greenberg
Rosalind Levin
Sally Jamison

Violetta Bartashchuk

Mazel Tov
To Diane Nestle, on the birth of her grandson

Cooper Bradley Curran, son of Adam and Sarah Curran

Best Wishes for your Wellness
Karen Sielaff

Bon Voyage, Welcome Back
Anita Parks, Virginia

Fay Nager, Miami
Lorna Kniaz, Grand Cayman

Condolences
To Janis (Jim) Wrich, on the death of her mother-in-law,

Catherine Benkert;
To the family of Florence Karp, sister of Allyn Bress;

To the family of Anatole (Eve Siegel) Beck

Welcome to your New Home
Verjel Beiler

Scenes from Lechayim
Photos by Eve Siegel, Dorit Bergen, and

Louise Goldstein

Lechayim Lights
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“I met my husband in Abnormal
Psychology class.”

Lois laughs. Nort was working on
his PhD. He came to Madison to
study with the renowned psycholo-
gist Carl Rogers. Lois’s field was
Speech and Language therapy.

They were not
looking for a cause to
champion when they
were raising their
sons David and Bob.
They were busy
enough! But when
Nort heard that a little
building on West
Washington was to
be demolished, he be-
came a man with a
mission. 

Lois also became
devoted to saving this
gem, which was the third oldest
synagogue in America. They de-
cided to do everything possible to
preserve the historic building.

Lois kept a book documenting
their efforts. There are news articles
and notices of gatherings and
fundraisers. I’m guessing it’s the
only scrapbook in existence con-
taining a letter of support from Gay-
lord Nelson followed by a letter
from the manager of Burger King
promising to give 50% of the
restaurant’s profits for one day to
the Gates of Heaven preservation
fund!

It also records the growth of
Lois’s chutzpah: “It became an ob-
session! I’d go to different groups
asking for funds and support.”

Although Lois grew up in Mil-
waukee, her family roots go back to
Iron Mountain, Michigan, where

her mother’s family had a clothing
business supplying lumberjacks.
Great Uncle Mose was the town
sheriff. As the lumber business
waned, they moved to Milwaukee.
Her father came from Russia at age
four. His mother, who never learned
English, welcomed the family into
her home for wonderful Shabbos

dinners. 
Lois’s dad was in the

scrap metal business.
When Lois was eight
they had a conversa-
tion. “I asked him how
to be a friend. He told
me to be a diplomat.”
He said, “Be kind to
other children.” She
also learned the impor-
tance of connections. “I
had a grumpy high
school history teacher.
I felt uncomfortable in

class. My father came to open
school night wearing a Masonic pin
in his lapel. The next day, my
teacher, also a Mason, announced I
got the highest grades on a history
test!” Both lessons stuck. As a
member of Hadassah and Temple
Beth El, Lois practices the art of
diplomacy and has a wide circle of
wonderful friends.

She, Nort, and others managed to
save the synagogue. To benefit all
Madisonians, local psychologist Sol
Levin arranged for it to be moved to
James Madison Park! 

Every year, during High Holy
Days, Lois remembers her fear.
“Would the temple fall apart as it
moved down Fairchild Street?” But
remarkably, the bottle of cham-
pagne Nort had placed in the entry-
way before it started was still
standing when it came to rest!

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Lois Stoler

(Photo by Pamela Philips Olson)

Spotlight: Lois Stoler

Do you  need an “oddjobber” to do a few small but necessary
chores for you? Jewish Social Services volunteers can be sent to
take care of some of those little but important things around your
house or apartment. To request an OddJobber, contact Louise
Goldstein at 608-278-1808, ext. 227 or louise@jssmadison.org.
If it’s something we can help you with, we’ll have a volunteer Odd-
Jobber contact you.   

Need an “Oddjobber”?

Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings include wine donated by
Frank Liquor, candles and challah, singing and discussion.

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Attic Angel Place.
Music by Les Goldsmith and the assistance of Angel Volunteers.

March 6, May 1

Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of Jewish Social Services and Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community. Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
with assistance from UW students through the UW-Hillel
Foundation.

February 13, March 13

Oakwood West at 4:00 in the Oaks Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Oakwood Village
University Woods. With the assistance of JSS volunteers and
music by Lauren Mazur.

January 9, February 6, March 20

ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS: If you are going to be in one
of these locations during your rehabilitation, you are welcome
to attend.

Pharmacy Students Provide
Monthly Health Assessments

The next Wisconsin
Society of Pharmacy
Students Health As-
sessment, Operation
Self-Care (reading
medication labels) will be at
Lechayim on February 16 from
11:00-12:00.  The student phar-
macists are supervised by regis-
tered pharmacists and will be

available to meet
with you individu-
ally to discuss your
medication label-re-
lated questions and

concerns.  The next Health As-
sessment will be a MedDrop on
March 2, when you will be able
to safely dispose of unused or ex-
pired medications.

from
Jewish Social

Services!

Do you know a senior who is new to Madison, or are you yourself a
newcomer? JSS volunteers will visit and bring you a gift bag with

information about programs for seniors and JSS’ services, treats and
a few surprises. Just contact us at 608-278-1808, ext. 227.

Our thanks to Maurie’s Fine Chocolates and
Bagels Forever for their donations to this program.

To avoid Identify Theft, we’re
told to protect our Social Security
number (SSN) by not carrying it
around or using it, but it is used as
your Medicare ID number.  A sug-
gestion was made at the annual
RSVP-sponsored Triad confer-
ence (crime prevention, safety and
community issues) last year:  to
protect your SSN, photocopy your

Medicare card, use a Sharpie to
black out all but the last four num-
bers of your SSN and carry this
around this instead of the original
card.

Another idea:  to protect your
credit card from online data
breaches, consider using a pre-
paid debit card for online shop-
ping instead.

Gates of Heaven Synagogue. Photo by 
Pamela Phillips Olson.

Moving the synagogue. Photo courtesy
of the Capitol Times.

Avoid Identity Theft

Lechayim Lights
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Feels like we have been here forever!!
So many experiences with all of the won-
derful people we’ve spent time with this
month. So much happiness and light wher-
ever we went. Maybe because it was
Hanukkah and it’s the best holiday in the
Jewish year! I must admit, Hanukkah in Is-
rael is not as big as it is here. Don’t get me
wrong, it’s still the best, most fun holiday,
but here in the States it’s sooo much cooler.
Maybe because it snows and it’s really cold
and the lights of Hanukkah bring a feeling
of warmth. I love all of the million kinds

of decorations, menorahs, dreidles and ac-
tivities you have here! It’s really fun! I
know by the time you read this that
Hanukkah will be over, but I wish you a
year full of light and happiness… 

Spotlight from this month:

Gan HaYeled: 
This year we are learning the Aleph Bet

through games, art and dance! Every week
we learn a new letter starting with Aleph
till Tav. We learned about an Aryea (lion)
who liked to eat Tut (strawberry), about
Yael’s Bait (house), we made a play about
the Gezer (carrot), waved the Degel, we
got an Hafta’a! (surprise), colored Vered

(rose flower) with Varod (pink), and we
will continue with our letters each month!

Ivrit B’Kef (fun Hebrew):
I am so excited to begin this after school

Hebrew club and to meet some new kids.
We will be taking a journey through the
Aleph Bet through familiar themes while
also learning about Israeli culture.  There
is still space in this program for kids in K-
2. Registration is available online at
www.JewishMadison.org

Hanukkah:
We had many different celebrations

with different audiences and they all had
an Israeli twist!

Community Hanukkah Tzedakah Fair –
we made snow globes with dreidels inside!
What’s the connection to Hanukkah?! On
Hanukkah we can wish for things we
want… so we wish Israel would get some
snow too!!!

Ivrit Kala (adult Hebrew) – we used the
holiday as an opportunity to learn
Hanukkah themed words in Hebrew!

Hebrew Playgroup – we sang
Hanukkah songs, read a Hanukkah story,
played the dreidel and spoke nonstop in
Hebrew!!!

Israeli Hanukkah Party – Ken and
Laura Felz hosted this festive night.  Deli-
cious latkes made by Ken, Hebrew Taboo

and Hanukkah trivia made this night spe-
cial! 

You can see why we needed a nice long
rest after all of this celebrating!

Now let’s plan Tu Bishvat!!! The Birth-
day of the trees!!! Check your emails for
more information to come about how we
are going to celebrate this holiday through-
out the community.

Israel    Worldand
the

BY RACHELI AND MICKEY AZIZ-KOMAR

Community Shlichim/Israel Program Specialists

From the Mid-east to the Mid-west

Email your answer to: Israel@jewishmadison.org 
And you might get some Israeli goodies!

In which museum is this Apple from?
Track The Map.........

.......

Last month’s winner is Michelle Bright and the answer
was Mt. Hermon! The only ski resort in the country!
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Connecting with Israel

Brought to us by the Jewish Federa-
tion of Madison, Jewish Social Services,
Temple Beth El – Kesher Israel Commit-
tee, Congregation Shaarei Shamayim and
Beth Israel Center

Featuring guest presenter, Jeremy
Maissel, Director of Israel Seminars. 

Israel Seminars Musical History Tour
Saturday January 10, 7:30pm
Beth Israel Center

Explore Israel’s history through Israeli
popular music. 

Map out how Israeli society has
changed over the years. 

Discuss Israel’s history and get to
know some important examples of Israeli
music.

A Conversation about Israel and Gaza
Sunday, January 11, 2:00pm
Temple Beth El

A conversation about IDF Operation
Protective Edge in Gaza in the summer
of 2014. Learn about the context & back-
ground, discuss how events were por-
trayed outside & inside Israel. Jeremy
will facilitate informed discussions 

The Secret Life of Kibbutznikim
Monday January 12, 1:00-2:00pm
Temple Beth El

Lechayim Program (see pages 19-20
for more information)

This program takes a brief look at the
contribution of the kibbutz to Israel, con-
siders its ideology, and explores some of
the challenges facing the collective com-
munity in the 21st century.

For more information visit: www.Jew-
ishMadison.org or www.israelseminars.org

Jeremy Maissel 
Jeremy Maissel, originally from Lon-

don, England, came to live in Israel in

1984. In his youth
Jeremy was active
in the Bnei Akiva
Movement.   He
worked as Bnei
Akiva National
Educational Di-
rector before mak-
ing aliyah to
Kibbutz Alumim,
in Southern Israel,
where he is a member to this day, with his
wife, Debbie and four children.

Over the years Jeremy coordinated ac-
tivities, educational seminars and year
schemes for Israeli and overseas youth
groups. He worked for “The Michael
Method,” a unique Israeli educational
project that enables individuals to fulfill
their potential, in many roles, eventually
rising to become National Meetings Di-
rector and International Programs Direc-
tor.

Jeremy spent several years as Senior
Educator in the Overseas Department of
Melitz – Centers for Jewish-Zionist Ed-
ucation. Jeremy currently runs the web-
site of the religious kibbutz movement
(HaKibbutz HaDati) and is a member of
the movement’s executive forum.

Jeremy has a B.A. honors degree in
Philosophy from the University of Man-
chester, UK and an M.A. in Jewish Edu-
cation from the Touro College Graduate
School of Jewish Studies. He is currently
working on his doctorate in the field of
Israel Education at the University of
Haifa.

Jeremy has presented hundreds of
programs in Israel, North America and
the UK and writes on a wide range of
topics, including numerous articles for
the Op-Ed pages of The Jerusalem Post.

As an informal educator, Jeremy is
passionately dedicated to Jewish and
Israel education.

A Weekend of
Conversations about Israel

Jeremy Maissel

Are you Engaged? 
For the past three months, a great

group of people met every Thursday to
learn, discuss and argue about things that
strongly matter to us! Connections! Con-
nections between Jews in Israel, Jews in
the United States, the Israel land and Jew-
ish values. We came week after week,
sometimes left so confused or angry but
yet came back the week after! We went
through a journey together, a journey of
discovering how we personally engage
with ourselves, Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple. 

I want to thank the Jewish Federation
of Madison and Temple Beth El for mak-
ing this program happen and most of all
to Rabbi Biatch, who led us week after
week with openness, understanding and
respect!

If you want to better understand the
iEngage program and the journey we
went through, read the following piece by
Rabbi Hartman followed by a reflection
from Jim Youngerman. 

iEngage

Sixty-five years after the founding of
the State of Israel, two vibrant, powerful
Jewish communities have emerged—one
in Israel and the other outside of Israel.
Each community contributes to and de-
fines the content and future of Jewish life
in different ways. In Israel, this life is de-
veloping within the context of a sovereign
Jewish state that boasts a Jewish majority,
while the community that is cultivating
Jewish life outside of Israel is an estab-
lished, successful minority in open dia-
logue with the larger world An
ever-increasing faction within the Jewish
community outside of Israel continues to
question the significance of Israel and
even the legitimacy of and importance of
Jewish sovereignty-a rift that threatens the
quality and vitality of Jewish life. While
a Jewish state without world Jewry would
be an impoverished one, so too would
Jewish identity without Israel. Collabora-
tion between these two communities has
the power to stimulate a renaissance in
Jewish life, based on mutual learning,
adaptation challenges, and even criticism
that may ensue from the cross-fertilization
of two distinct ideologies.

Jews and non-Jewish minorities do not
necessarily coincide with the values that
are central to the lives of Jews around the
world today. Some people even feel
forced to choose between support for Is-
rael and loyalty to their Jewish or demo-
cratic values a choice that leaves their
relationship with Israel in a precarious po-
sition. The crisis narrative, which contin-
ues to demand unquestioning support and
a rallying around the flag to protect Israel
from its enemies, is inadequate to curb or
contain these new and increasingly pre-
dominant sentiments of discomfort.

The time has come to move forward—
to construct a foundational narrative that
will redefine the relationship between Is-

rael and world Jewry. Free to select their
identity affiliations, and loyalties, Jews
will choose to relate to Israel only if it
generates vitality and meaning in their
lives. If Israel is to succeed in reclaiming
a central place in the lives of Jews world-
wide, it must lay claim to its role as a stan-
dard of morality, spirituality, and
intellectual excellence.

A new covenant between Israel and
world Jewry must be based on a narrative
that encourages Jews to reflect on what Is-
rael means to them "Jewishly" and to act
on their vision of what they believe can
and should shape the modern Jewish na-
tion and its policies. Thus, a relationship
with Israel must be placed within a larger
conversation of Jewish values, a conver-
sation that will challenge Jews around the
world to think about the meaning that Is-
rael and Jewish national sovereignty can
have in their lives.

Led by a team of internationally
renowned scholars in the fields of Jewish
studies, Middle East politics, and history,
the iEngage Project is committed to ad-
dressing core questions pertaining to the
necessity and significance of the Jewish
national enterprise; how a Jewish state
should exercise power; why a Jew who
lives outside of Israel should care about
Israel; and what the State of Israel can
offer the world.

My iEngage

I recently completed the Engaging Is-

rael course offered at Temple Beth El, led
by Rabbi Biatch and our community
Shlicha, Racheli Komar, The course is
part of the Shalom Hartman Institute lec-
ture series. There were approximately 15-
20 participants in the course, most of
whom were able to attend all, or nearly all,
of the nine sessions. We met on Thursday
evenings from 7-9 PM in the Beth El
lounge.  On many levels I found both the
readings and the class discussions to be an
enjoyable, engaging, and enriching expe-
rience.  I would certainly recommend this
course to others who are seeking new
ways to enhance and clarify their thoughts
about Israel, its identity, and its place in
the world as a sovereign nation.  

The participants were a diverse group,
several of whom I had previously known
only casually or not at all. While it was
clear from the outset that all of us cared
deeply about Israel, there were significant
divergent views expressed within the
group on a broad spectrum of important
issues.  Rabbi and Racheli did a superb
job leading and facilitating discussions
covering a wide range of important topics,
such that all participants felt comfortable
speaking up freely and expressing their in-
dividual views. Everyone attending con-
tributed ideas, opinions and questions.
The discussions, while always respectful,
were often passionate and provocative. As
the course progressed a bonding took
place within the group as we learned from
each other. I will miss not seeing my new
friends on Thursday evenings.

BY RABBI HARTMAN

President of the Shalom Hartman Institute
and Director of its iEngage Project

BY JIM YOUNGERMAN

iEngage Participant

Valuable Connections
Made with iEngage!

Some of the topics to be discussed during the Israel and Gaza program.
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Federation Helps to Build a Strong
and Unified Jewish Community

Tzedakah means “righteous giving” in Hebrew. Performing the mitzvah of tzedakah
is one of the central pillars of Jewish tradition. In Judaism, tzedakah is much more

than an act of generosity; it’s an obligation and is part of seeking a just world.

Your contribution helps support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs,
as well as rescue, relief, and development programs in Israel and 70 other countries,

including the Former Soviet Union, Eastern and Central Europe,
Latin America, and Africa.

For our children
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Camp Shalom
Chug Ivrit/After-School Hebrew Club
The Madison Jewish Community Day School
Midrasha Hebrew High School

For our college students
Hillel at the University of Wisconsin
Taglit-Birthright Israel
Chabad at the University of Wisconsin

For our individuals & families
Jewish Social Services
Jewish Education Teacher Training 
Jewish family educational & social programs

For our worldwide community
Jewish Agency for Israel
America Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
World ORT

For our local community
The Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish

Community Campus
The Goodman Aquatic Center
The Minkoff Center
Madison Jewish News monthly newspaper
Community Shaliach/Israel Program Specialist
Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe
Yom Hashoah Annual Holocaust Memorial

Program
Yom Ha’Atzmaut Israel Independence Day

Annual Celebration
Hava Nagila Annual Community Picnic
Community Relations Committee
Partnership Together (P2G)
Community Outreach
One Happy Camper
Passport Grants

The successful 2014 Tzedakah Campaign will help
the JFM meet its critical mission of building a strong
and unified Jewish community in order to ensure the
survival, well-being and continuity of the Jewish
people in this area, in Israel and throughout the world.
The process of raising and allocating these funds to
over 20 programs and services is a critical community-
building activity. With each gift, we address so many
causes that are important to our community: from feed-
ing the hungry to funding Jewish education and elder
care to supporting breakthrough initiatives like Taglit-
Birthright Israel.

The Jewish Federation also has a long track record
for carrying out big and bold initiatives and mobilizing
great resources during times of crisis. This year, out
community contributed more than $34 thousand to the
Stop the Sirens Campaign.  In addition the Federation
provided humanitarian aid to Jews in the Ukraine as
they endured troubling times as well as providing as-
sistance in our own community through support of pro-
grams like Jewish Social Services and the Camp
Shalom Scholarship Fund.

The impact of the Jewish Federation of Madison
here, in Israel and around the world is extraordinary,
but not a surprise. Together, we ensure that the pro-
grams, institutions and values that enrich the fabric of
our Jewish community remain vibrant and strong.  The
strength of our people is in the power of community.

Thank you for donating to the 2014 Annual
Tzedakah Campaign.

Gan HaYeled Registration Begins
February 2 for 2015-16 School Year

Register for Camp Shalom
ONLINE on March 9th

Dreaming of sunny days filled with swimming, laughter, friends, music, art,
sports and more? Camp Shalom is for children entering kindergarten through
ninth grade. Registration will begin on Monday, March 9, 2015.  It does NOT
matter what time of day you register. Registration policies will be available
online. We will accept registrations based on a first come first served basis
according to the date people register, starting with March 9th.

Please visit www.JewishMadison.
org and follow the directions for on-
line registration. If you have ques-
tions before registration begins,
please contact campshalom@
jewishmadison.org.

If you will not be able to register
online, please contact the Jewish
Federation of Madison IN AD-
VANCE to request the registration
materials.

Please email, call, fax or write to:
Camp Shalom, 6434 Enterprise
Lane, Madison, WI  53719-1117
608-278-1808 (phone)
608-278-7814 (fax)
campshalom@jewishmadison.org
www.JewishMadison.org
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Gan HaYeled will begin enrolling students for the 2015-2016 school year start-
ing February 2nd.  If you would like to take a tour of our school or have any ques-
tions, please contact Rachel Sauer at gan@jewishmadison.org or call
608-278-1808. Registration information will be posted at www.JewishMadison.org
on February 2, 2015.
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