
Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim is thrilled
to announce that we have hired a new Di-
rector for Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim.
Lisa Friend-Kalupa is new
to the CSNB family but not
new to Camp Shalom.  She
joined the Camp Shalom
staff at the age of 19 as a
counselor, continued on as
the Assistant Director of
Individual Needs and was
the Camp Shalom Director
from 1997-1999.  We are
so excited to welcome Lisa
back to the Camp family.
Following is a note from
Lisa:

When I first made Camp Shalom my
summer home, Camp was celebrating its
30th anniversary; so it seems fitting to re-

turn to Camp during another
anniversary year, as Camp
looks forward to its 60th won-
derful summer. Camp has
grown quite a bit since I first
joined the staff as a counselor,
and has continued to grow
and change since my last day
on staff, as Camp Director,
the day before my oldest child
was born in 1999. I’m really
excited about the opportunity
to return to the Camp Shalom
family in a new position, as
Director of Camp Shalom

Noar-Bogrim!  Noar-Bogrim will be en-
tering its second year as a combined pro-
gram, and we are already focused on
setting a great summer in motion for
campers entering 6th through 9th grade.
I hope your 6th to 9th graders will join us
for a wonderful summer of old and new
hobbies and activities, outdoor adventures
and the opportunity to be part of a Madi-
son camp community that is like no other.
It’s going to be a great summer!

Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim is for
campers going into 6-9 grade.  There are
two three-week sessions of CSNB. Each
week will include a specialty activity cho-
sen by each camper, daily options for off-
campus activity including biking, roller
skating, kayaking and ice-skating; and op-
tions back at camp to include swimming,
camp favorites, and fun activities ranging
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This summer is the 60th anniversary of
Camp Shalom: the Diamond anniversary.
They say diamonds are forever and for
many of us, the memories we have cre-
ated at Camp Shalom are like diamonds.
This winter has been a cold one and
whenever I have felt frustrated with the
frigid temps, I try to find something to
warm me up. More often than not I reach
for my memories, daydreaming about the
summer, warmer temperatures and swim-
ming at the pool. And many of those
memories were made at Camp Shalom.

Camp has been in my life since I was
in college. As a junior in college I was
looking for something to help me connect
to the greater Madison Jewish Commu-
nity.  Little did I know that accepting the
job as the Camp Shalom Assistant Direc-
tor of Programming in 1999 would im-

pact my life so significantly. I had been a
camper and on staff at several Jewish
overnight camps around the country but
Camp Shalom was like no place I had
ever been.  I met campers and staff from
all different religions, races, socioeco-
nomic backgrounds and differing abilities
who came together to share their summer
experience.  

I remember my first day at camp when
all of the campers filed off the buses
squealing with joy as they returned to
their summer home. The campers were
smiling, the counselors were singing and
my heart was full immediately.  This was
the beginning of my unconditional love
for Camp Shalom. I stayed on staff as the
Assistant Director of Programming until
2004 when I then became the first Direc-
tor of Camp Shalom Bogrim. In 2006 I
was hired to direct Camp Shalom – the
same summer I married my husband who
I met at Camp Shalom.

This year, my husband and I are get-
ting ready for a new chapter in our lives.
We go from being Camp Shalom alumni
and staff to being Camp Shalom parents.
It is hard to believe. We have no hesita-
tions or doubts about where our precious
little one should spend her summer days.
We know that the loving, energetic, trust-
worthy Camp Shalom staff will work tire-
lessly this summer to teach her the camp
songs, traditions and games that we treas-
ure so much in our memories.  We know
that everyday she will have the opportu-
nity to learn and grow on the expansive

and beautiful 154 acres of the Goodman
Campus. We know that the MSCR life-
guards and staff will safely foster her love
of the water and swimming. We know that
we will have a chance to see Camp in ac-
tion when we attend the parent lunches
and late night programs. And most of all,
we know that she will create memories
that will forever sparkle in her heart, like
diamonds.

We hope you will join us for the 60th
anniversary Camp Shalom season!
Registration will be available online on
March 6th, 2014.

Dreaming of sunny days filled with swimming, laughter, friends, music, art,
sports and more? Camp Shalom is for children entering kindergarten through
ninth grade. Registration will begin on Thursday, March 6, 2014. It does NOT
matter what time of day you register. Registration policies will be available
online. We will accept registrations based on a first come, first served basis
according to the date people register, starting with March 6th.  

Please visit www.JewishMadison.org and follow the directions for online
registration. If you have questions before registration begins, please contact
campshalom @jewishmadison.org.

If you will not be able to register online, please contact the Jewish Federation
of Madison IN ADVANCE to request the registration materials.

Please email, call, fax or write to:

Register for Camp Shalom
ONLINE on March 6th

Camp Shalom Shines Bright Like a Diamond

Introducing the 2014 Camp
Shalom Noar-Bogrim Director

BY ELLEN WEISMER, PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Jewish Federation of Madison

Camp Shalom
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI  53719-1117

608-278-1808 (phone) • 608-278-7814 (fax)
campshalom@jewishmadison.org

www.JewishMadison.org

Lisa Friend-Kalupa

(Continued on page 4)

Camp Shalom cele-
brates 60 years of camp-
ing, tradition, outdoor
fun and community by
welcoming our awesome
2014 Camp Director, Ari
Davidson.  Ari has been
a part of the Camp
Shalom family for a long
time. Camp Shalom reg-
istration is on March 6,
2014.

I am extremely excited to be return-
ing to Camp Shalom as Director. It is a
privilege and an honor to continue the
wonderful, sixty year legacy of Camp
Shalom. My Camp Shalom career
began long ago when I was a camper.  I
have spent 11 amazing summers on
staff as a Camp Shalom Counselor, Unit
Head, Assistant Director of Program-
ming and most recently Director of
Camp Shalom Noar.

During the school year I work as a

fourth grade teacher at
Sunset Ridge Elementary
in Middleton. Working at
camp influenced my deci-
sion to become a teacher;
I truly enjoy interacting
with children, helping
them reach their goals and
build character.

Camp is a very special
place to me. As a camper
it taught me how to make

friends and try something
new. As a counselor I learned to work
with others and to be a positive role
model for children. As I embark on this
new journey, it is my goal to continue
to help campers and counselors grow as
individuals, learn new skills, create new
friends, and end the summer having a
profound affection for being at Camp
Shalom.

B’Shalom,
Ari 

Ari Davidson

Camp Shalom Welcomes
New Director, Ari Davidson



SILVER SPONSOR

jewishmadison.org
The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community

Jewish Federation of Madison expresses its sincere appreciation to these businesses for their generous support of our website.

SILVER SPONSOR

The central information source for the entire Madison Jewish community
Three annual sponsorship opportunities available:
Platinum $10,000     Gold $5,000     Silver $2,500

Website sponsorship offers you the opportunity to promote your business among our
community’s 6,000 members. In addition to a good business opportunity, you’ll be sup-
porting vital services that serve both the Jewish and general community. 

The Jewish Federation of Madison website serves as the central information source for
the entire Jewish community. More than 2,000 individuals visit jewishmadison.org each
month. Members of other Jewish communities who are planning to move to Madison
also depend on the Federation website for information about where to live, work, and
shop.

As a Federation website business sponsor, you’ll receive the following recognition
in appreciation of your support:

■ Your business name and logo will be prominently displayed on the Jewish
Federation website homepage. Your business logo will also link to your website.

■ Your business will be featured in an individual recognition announcement in every
issue of the Madison Jewish News, which has a monthly circulation of 2,600 households
and 6,000 individuals. The announcement will be given preferred placement and run in
full color in the first few pages of the newspaper. The announcement will also include a
photo of your choice, which you can change as often as you choose.

■ You’ll be invited as our guest to the Federation Annual Dinner, our November event
attended by our community’s leaders. You’ll also receive complimentary passes for the
5,500 square-foot Goodman Aquatic Center pool.

Extra benefits for Platinum and Gold sponsors
At the platinum level, your business will receive exclusive sponsorship rights for the

entire website within your business category. Therefore, your organization will be the
only website sponsor within your area of business.

At the platinum and gold levels, your business will receive larger logo displays on the
website homepage and larger newspaper recognition announcements.

Promote your business by becoming a Federation website sponsor

jewishmadison.org

Become
a sponsor

today!

For information about becoming a website sponsor, contact the
Jewish Federation of Madison, 278-1808

or info@jewishmadison.org
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Fast on-site and in-store service

Desktop, notebook & tablet sales

Data backup & recovery
Malware protection & removal

Wireless networks and routers

Notebook repairs & upgrades

Ph: 608.231.8000      Fax:  608.231.8019
353 Island Drive        Madison, WI 53705
       www.madisoncomputerworks.com
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Network setup & troubleshootingM

Cisco Select Certified PartnerM

info@madisoncomputerworks.com

Cloud integration & security

Microsoft® Office 365 SMB Champion

M
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MADISON  |  MILWAUKEE  |  MONONA 

rubin’s LEATHER
SECTIONALS | SOFAS | RECLINERS

317 E. Wilson Street • Madison • 608-255-8998
670 South Whitney Way • Madison • 608-274-5575

4207 Monona Drive • Monona • 608-222-0069

www.rubinsfurniture.com



jewishmadison.org   PLATINUM SPONSOR

BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com

BMO Harris Bank is proud to support the Jewish Federation of Madison. 

Community.
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Looking for a meaningful gift?
Make a quick and secure online tribute donation at jewishmadison.org

Making a tribute donation to the Jewish Federation of Madison is a thoughtful way to honor someone or celebrate a special occasion while helping
those in need here and around the world. Your tribute donation will help support more than 20 essential local agencies and programs that serve both the Jewish
community and the community-at-large, as well as humanitarian programs in Israel and 70 other countries worldwide. With one donation you can support:

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Camp Shalom 
Chabad at UW

Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled Preschool
Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman Jewish Community Campus

                  Celebrate a simcha/happy occasion such as a birthday, engagement, marriage, anniversary, new baby, or Bar or Bat Mitzvah

                  Express get well or thinking of you wishes 

                  Send condolences

                  Express your thanks and appreciation

                  Send greetings for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, and other holidays

                  Ask family and friends to make tribute donations in lieu of gifts for your special occasions

We’ll mail a notification card to the person you’re paying tribute to or the family of the person you’re remembering. When you donate online you can also send a
personalized E-card to your recipient.

Jewish Agency for Israel
Jewish Social Services

The Madison Jewish Community Day School 
Midrasha Hebrew High School

World ORT
UW Hillel & Taglit-Birthright Israel
The Wisconsin Jewish Conference

Yonim Israeli Dance Troupe



Editor’s note: The Wisconsin Jewish
Conference (WJC) is a beneficiary of the
Jewish Federation of Madison (JFM).
WJC, chaired by Mark Laufman, is an
umbrella organization that brings several
Jewish communities throughout Wiscon-
sin together to pursue common public
policy goals.  

The 2013-14 legislative session is
quickly coming to a close. Senate and As-
sembly leadership have indicated that
they will conclude legislative work in
early April, after which most legislators
will officially hit the campaign trail. 

During the 2013-14 session, the Wis-

consin Jewish Conference worked on a
host of issues impacting Wisconsin’s
Jewish community. Most significantly,
the WJC, along with JFM and others, or-
ganized a response to several anti-Se-
mitic signs found on both private and
public property in Algoma, Wisconsin
last summer. An investigation is on-
going, and the WJC continues to commu-
nicate with the Kewaunee Sheriff’s
Department and the FBI regarding the
status of the investigation. 

WJC also organized a response to leg-
islation making it more difficult to chal-
lenge the use of race-based mascots and
met with legislators to discuss concerns
regarding a proposed Religious Freedom
Amendment to the state’s constitution.
During the 2013-15 state budget debate,

WJC joined the Wisconsin Catholic Con-
ference, the Wisconsin Council of
Churches and the Lutheran Office for
Public Policy in Wisconsin in issuing an
interfaith call for Medicaid expansion,
which appeared in the Milwaukee Jour-
nal Sentinel. 

In an effort to conduct community
outreach, WJC, JFM and the Consul
General of Israel to the Midwest Roey
Gilad met with Governor Scott Walker,
Lieutenant Governor Rebecca Kleefisch
and Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture,

Trade and Consumer Protection Ben
Brancel to discuss issues affecting Israel.
WJC and JFM leaders also met with U.S.
Congressman Mark Pocan about his 2013
trip to Israel.  The WJC recently met with
U.S. Senator Ron Johnson to discuss is-
sues affecting the Jewish Community. 

As we head into the final days of the
2013-14 session, WJC is in the process
of planning our quarterly interfaith break-
fast with religious organization leaders,
and will help organize next year’s Inter-
faith Advocacy Day at the state capitol.

Locally owned, locally loved. Come taste why.

Creative Mediterranean & Continental Cuisine

$25 Three-Course Chef’s Tasting Menus, Tues.-Thurs.
Menus posted each week at www.ottosrestaurant.com

6405 MINERAL POINT ROAD, MADISON • 274-4044
Easy online reservations: www.ottosrestaurant.com

Published monthly by
JEWISH FEDERATION OF MADISON

6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, Wisconsin 53719
608-278-1808 | Fax: 608-278-7814

JewishMadison.org | info@JewishMadison.org
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Brenda Carlson, Advertising Design and Layout
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Copy deadline is at noon on the 15th of each month for the following month’s issue. If the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday, copy
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preference is they arrive as an email attachment in a high definition resolution. JPEG format is preferred. Photographs embedded in
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submissions. The Madison Jewish News and the Jewish Federation of Madison accept no responsibility for errors or omissions. All
material is accepted on a space available basis, is subject to editing, and is governed by policy.
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Camp Shalom is turning
in 2014!60 If you would like to be involved in helping

to plan the 60th summer celebration,
please contact Ellen Weismer,
program@jewishmadison.org

Wisconsin Jewish Conference
BY MICHAEL BLUMENFELD

Executive Director

Service You Deserve. Professionalism You Trust.
I am a member of the Jewish community, worked as a camp counselor at

Camp Shalom in 2004 and 2005, and have lived in Madison my whole life.
Please contact me to set up an appointment to talk about your real estate needs.

608-698-4570
shulkinL@firstweber.com • leannashulkin.firstweber.com

Making Your Realty Dreams a Reality

Leanna “Lilo” Shulkin
First Weber Group Realtors

“Quality Care, Compassionate Communication”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE MADISON JEWISH COMMUNITY

1848 WALDORF BLVD.  | MADISON  | 497-1392
WWW.SONDELFAMILYVETERINARYCLINIC.COM

2014

from Rube Goldberg contests to sculpture
building, yoga classes and babysitter cer-
tification.  Each session will include an
overnight as well as a four-day, 3-night
trip for the ninth graders.  We'll be looking
for ideas from campers and families both
before and during camp--our goal is to
bring our campers opportunities that

match their interests, and to bring options
to campers that they might not otherwise
have thought to try. 

Camp Shalom Noar-Bogrim registra-
tion will be online starting on March 6th,
2014.  If you have any questions about
Camp please contact Ellen Weismer, pro-
gram@jewishmadison.org.

Camp Continued from page 1

8301 Old Sauk Road | Middleton | AtticAngel.org

Call Kelly at 608-662-8842 to schedule your tour today!

Our distinctive and vibrant continuing care retirement
community represents a true circle of caring, offering a variety

of living options to meet your unique needs.
Attic Angel Place features apartments with services,

assisted living, memory care, skilled nursing and rehabilitation.
Attic Angel Prairie Point offers life-lease ranch-style homes.

Assisted Living Available Now; Studio & One-Bedroom Units, Balconies
More Spaces • More Choices • More Exceptional Living!



6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719 • 608-278-1808 • info@jewishmadison.org • jewishmadison.org
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Community Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 16
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Temple Beth El
2702 Arbor Drive, Madison

$7 for ages 2-12. Free for ages 13 and up.
Entry fee includes all booths, games and the
bouncy house. 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Purim
Spiel featuring the Community Rabbis and
our Community Shlichim; 12:15-2:00 p.m. booths, bouncy house, prizes, food for
sale (including Hamantashen). Booths include Cake Walk, Bingo, Basketball, Duck
Pond, Bean Bag Toss, Face Painting, Mini Golf, Lollipop Tree, Wii Just Dance,
Funny Photos, and more.

The Community Purim Carnival is presented by Beth Israel Center, Congrega-
tion Shaarei Shamayim, Gan
HaYeled Preschool, the Jewish
Federation of Madison, Madison
Jewish Community Day School
and Temple Beth El.

See the back page ad for more
details on this fun community
event.

K’tantanim Israeli
Dance Class
for Preschoolers
Sunday, March 9
3:30-4:00 p.m.
Beth Israel Center
(Multi-Purpose Room, Lower
Level)
1406 Mound Street, Madison

Calling all 3-5 year olds! Drop in for Yonim’s Israel Dance Class for Preschool-
ers. $5 per class. Please RSVP to Laura at yonim@jewishmadison.org. Future class
date is April 6.

Yad B’Yad (Hand in Hand)
Monthly Jewish Community
Playgroup for Caregivers and
Children, ages 0-2
Tuesday, March 4
10:00-11:30 a.m.

Join us on the first Tuesday of
the month for this free traveling
playgroup. Hand in hand care-
givers will explore and discuss a
new topic with a Jewish twist each
month. Topics will include: yoga with baby, self-awareness, healthy eating, music,
safety and more. Plenty of time fr schmoozing and for the kids to play. Kosher
snacks will be provided by the Jewish Federation of Madison. Future Yad B’Yad
dates are April 1, May 6, and June 3. To RSVP or host one of the upcoming dates
please contact Tiz Goff at outreach@jewishmadison.org

Cafe Ivrit is Back!
Thursdays at 7:30 pm
Michaelangelo’s Coffee House 
114 State Street, Madison

Cafe Ivrit is a great place to chat in Hebrew about Israel or Jewish issues. It
will be run by Mickey and Racheli, our Israeli Shlichim.

To participate or for more information contact:
Racheli at israel@jewishmadison.org  or Mickey at israelfellow@uwhillel.org

Save the Date:
Volunteer Trip for Jewish Teens
August 17th-23rd
Milwaukee

Service Learning Experience sponsored by Congregation Shaarei Shamayim
and generously funded by the Jewish Federation of Madison Innovation Panel.
This trip is open to all Jewish teens in the community going into 9th – 12th grades.
Experience an unforgettable week where teens will volunteer with a local organi-
zation devoted to issues of urban poverty. Join us for an awesome group-building,
fun, and educational experience! Teens will start the day with morning prayers,
end the day with an evening service, study Jewish texts and stories and integrate
them into their experiencees, and celebrate Shabbat together camping at a state
park.

Cost is $250 per student, which includes lodging, meals and transportation. For
more information please contact program coordinator Parthy Schachter at civil-
hands@yahoo.com. Priority will be given to 10th through 12th graders, but inter-
ested 9th graders should also apply.

Register for Camp Shalom
ONLINE on March 6

Dreaming of sunny days filled with
swimming, laughter, friends, music, art,
sports and more? Camp Shalom is for
children entering kindergarten through
ninth grade. Registration will begin on
Thursday, March 6, 2014.  It does NOT
matter what time of day you register. Reg-
istration policies will be available online. We will accept registrations based on
a first come, first served basis according to the date people register, starting
with March 6th.  

Please visit www.JewishMadison.org and follow the directions for online reg-
istration. If you have questions before registration begins, please contact camp-
shalom@jewishmadison.org.

If you will not be able to register online, please contact the Jewish
Federation of Madison IN ADVANCE to request the registration materials.

Please email, call, fax or write to:
Camp Shalom, 6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI  53719-1117
608-278-1808 (phone) • 608-278-7814 (fax)
campshalom@jewishmadison.org • www.JewishMadison.org

Accessorize Your Seder at Fine Earth Studio
Sunday, March 30
Fine Earth Studio
2207 Regent St., Madison
Two Sessions to choose from:
2:00-3:30 or 4:00-5:30 p.m.

The Family Education Committee invites
everyone for a fun and relaxing afternoon of
beaded jewelry making and Passover-themed
clay projects. All ages and artistic abilities
are welcome. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. Cost is $15 per participant for one 90-minute session including clay
and beaded jewelry projects. Adults who supervise their children but do not par-
ticipate do not need to pay. Space is limited so please RSVP online at JewishMadi-
son.org or email program@jewishmadison.org

Hamantashen Baking Open House
Sunday, March 9
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Temple Beth El Kitchen and Social Hall
2702 Arbor Drive, Madison

Come for the whole time or just drop by for a lit-
tle to help. There will be a dough-making tutorial
from 2:00-2:30, and the rest of the time will be spent
filling, folding, baking and packaging. Join us to
learn to bake Hamantashen. Help fill them, fold
them, and bake them to be sold at the community
Purim Carnival on March 16.

Contact Ellen Weismer at program@jewishmadi-
son.org, or 278-1808 x232 to register.
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A SPECIAL MILESTONE DESERVES A 
SENSATIONAL CELEBRATION!

5 EAST WILSON STREET            608.255.4861            WWW.MADISONCLUB.ORG

Celebrate your Bar or Bat Mitzvah with us! 
We have it all to make your event extraordinary, from elegant 

spaces, to award-winning food, to electric dance f loors! 

Madison Hadassah invites you to Shab-
bat Tea on Saturday,  March 15th at 1:00
p.m., at the home of Diane Seder and
Bruce Rosen, 4525 Fox Bluff Lane,  Mid-
dleton. The topic for this event is “Choose
How to Make Your Impact on the World.”

It is a question that we all face every
time we are asked to give – whether it is
education, social justice, healthcare, the
environment or Israel - how do you prior-
itize where and how to give? In other
words, how to you choose How to Make
Your Impact on the World?

As Madison Hadassah approaches our
100th anniversary celebration on June 1st,
we are hosting two programs where we
can prioritize the causes we give to as in-
dividuals and as a chapter. Hadassah is
about progressive social justice and health-
care causes.  One example is using health-
care as a bridge to peace in Israel and the
Palestinian territories. In the United States,
Hadassah initiatives call for supporting
women’s health care, voting rights, fair
pay, LGBT rights, and much, much more.

The Shabbat Tea on March 15 will fea-
ture three women who are involved in dif-
ferent fields of giving and will explore
strategies for prioritizing charitable gifts.
Rachel Krinsky, Diane Seder and Sheila
Reed are three of the many members of
our community who have devoted much
of their lives to giving. 

Rachel Krinsky is the CEO of the
YWCA Madison, an organization dedi-
cated to eliminating racism, empowering
women and promoting peace, justice, free-
dom and dignity for all. Previously, Krin-
sky served as Executive Director of The
Road Home Dane County which helps
homeless families find stable housing.

Rachel has also counseled people through
Briarpatch and the Utah AIDS Foundation
in Salt Lake City. 

Diane Seder is a long-time community
volunteer, mostly within the Jewish com-
munity.  She is on the executive committee
and board of the Jewish Federation of
Madison, UW Hillel, Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art, and Planned Parent-
hood of Wisconsin. Diane believes Jewish
values drive all of her community activi-
ties. She said this comes from our tradition
that we are all responsible to one another
and we have the power to improve the
world.

Sheila Reed is an international consult-
ant in humanitarian and development as-
sistance. Reed began her career in disaster
relief and humanitarian aid in the human-
itarian crises in Ethiopia during the1980s.
She has since worked in more than 40 de-
veloping countries evaluating and advising
such groups as the United Nations, Unicef,
Oxfam, World Vision, and Save the Chil-
dren on disaster and crisis management.
Reed has in-depth experience and leads
workshops around the world on emer-
gency response, disaster risk reduction,
gender and equity, peace building and de-
velopment of legal institutional systems.
To read more about Reed’s background,
visit Madison Hadassah’s website below.

There is no charge for this program, but
we are grateful for donations made before
or after Shabbat. 

For more information call (608) 770-
6521; email: Madison.Chapter@Hadas-
sah.org

www.hadassah.org/madisonwisconsin 
www.facebook.com/HadassahMadison

Is there a better place to visit in Madi-
son during the winter than the observatory
at Olbrich Gardens? 

In the deep chill of February, Jewish
and Muslim students from Madison Jewish
Community Day School (MJCDS) and
Madinah Academy of Madison (MAM)
breathed in the warmth and explored topics
related to the environment as they partici-
pated in the gardens’ Tropical Explorer
Program together.

MAM and MJCDS have met twice a
year to learn together for the past four
years. As the students grow, they get to
know one another and look forward to time
with familiar faces.

The get-togethers have become a high-
light for students. “One of my favorite
memories is when we met up with Madi-
nah Academy,” says MJCDS alum and
current Hamilton middle school student
Lena Ben-Gideon.

“They’re a nice school and it’s good to
meet kids of a different religion,” says

fourth-grader Jonathan Greenspan. “It’s
nice to learn about different cultures and
see how much religions can be different
and also the same.”

Over the years, some of the joint pro-
grams have focused specifically on the two
faith traditions or on the ideas of commu-
nity building.  One program asked the chil-
dren to co-create booklets illustrating
things each child loved about his or her tra-
dition. Another day, students’ learning fo-
cused on words that are similar in Arabic
and in Hebrew. This time, though, the
schools chose to learn about something of
mutual interest at Olbrich. 

“I think both models work,” says
MJCDS Head of School Rabbi Rebecca
Ben-Gideon. “Learning together, no matter
what the topic, builds community."

MJCDS Judaics teacher Clara Lazimy
says that the programs teach these young
students not to view those who are differ-
ent from them as a faceless ‘other.’  “These
kids get to know each other as people be-
fore they start to hear about political is-
sues,” she says.

The time spent together is an expression
of the Jewish day school’s philosophy,
which emphasizes the educational value of
community activities centered on tikkun
olam, repair of our world, as well as the im-
portance of understanding the diversity of
cultures in our local and global community.  

Discover Day School 
MJCDS is a K-5 elementary school of-

fering an excellent independent school ex-
perience and a rich grounding in Jewish
heritage and Hebrew language.

Upcoming dates for Discover Day
School Tuesday Tours include March 4,
April 8 and May 13, all at 9:15 am. On
these mornings, adults are invited to tour
the school, view classes in session, and
learn more about MJCDS though a ques-
tion and answer session with the Head of
School.  RSVP via email to rabbi@ madis-
onjewishdayschool.com or by calling 204-
9900.

Rachel Krinsky Diane Seder Sheila Reed

Madison Hadassah’s
Shabbat Tea is March 15

Jewish and Muslim Students
Learn About the Environment

Simchas & Condolences
Mazel Tov on the birth of:
Amir Kaplan Cooper, son of Elisa Kaplan and Ted Cooper, grandson of Tom
and Cathy Kaplan. 

Mazel Tov on the engagement of:
Samantha Sosman, daughter of Jim and Missy Sosman, to Danny Goldish.

Condolences to the family of:
Harold Borenstein, father of Phyllis Eisenberg, Nicki (Ken) Milin, Marylyn z”l
(Neil) Holman;
Natalie Mintz, wife of Stan Mintz;
Sue Sweet, mother of Sally Vultaggio;
Dr. Harold L. Jellinek, father of Holly Jellinek;
Amy Zolot, daughter of Marvin and Diane Zolot;
Chris Kirby, step-brother of Ina (Alan) Herlitzka;
Alfred Kadushin, father of Goldie Kadushin (Steven Morrison) and Raphael
Kadushin (Thomas McGhee);
Brian Friedman, son of Harry and Bertha Friedman and brother of Diane Loeb
and Paul Friedman;
Susan Jacobs, wife of Mark Jacobs, mother of Hannah Jacobs, daughter of
Barbara (the late Fred Goldfarb) Mills;
Rose Century Soglin, mother of  Paul ( Sara) Soglin; and
Jerold Peter Gross, husband of Adrienne Borisy-Gross; father of Steven
(Cordelia Martinez) Gross and Miriam Gross; step-father of Felice Borisy-Rudin
(Nathan Rudin), Pippa Borisy (Vadim Lando) and Alexis Borisy (Lia Meisinger). 
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“A perceptive new analysis that en-
compasses the broad range of Mosse’s
work. The most thorough study on the
historian that has been done.” – Stanley
G. Payne, Series Editor

A taboo-breaker
and a great provoca-
teur, George L.
Mosse (1918–99)
was one of the
great historians of
the twentieth cen-
tury, forging a new
historiography of
culture that in-

cluded brilliant insights about the roles of
nationalism, fascism, racism, and sexual-
ity. Jewish, gay, and a member of a cul-
turally elite family in Germany, Mosse
came of age as the Nazis came to power,
before escaping as a teenager to England
and America. Mosse was innovative and
interdisciplinary as a scholar, and he shat-
tered in his groundbreaking books preva-

lent assumptions about the nature of Na-
tional Socialism and the Holocaust. He
audaciously drew a link from bourgeois
respectability and the ideology of the En-
lightenment – the very core of modern
Western civilization – to the extermina-
tion of the European Jews.

In this intellectual biography of
George Mosse, Karel Plessini draws on
all of Mosse’s published and unpublished
work to illuminate the origins and devel-
opment of his groundbreaking methods
of historical analysis and the close link
between his life and work. He redefined
the understanding of modern mass soci-
ety and politics, masterfully revealing the
powerful influence of conformity and po-
litical liturgies on twentieth-century his-
tory. Mosse warned against the dangers
inherent in acquiescence, showing how
identity creation and ideological fervor
can climax in intolerance and mass mur-
der – a message of continuing relevance.

“Fortified by a treasure-trove of pri-
vate papers and by reminiscences and cri-

tiques of scholars on both sides of the At-
lantic, Karel Plessini has written a mas-
terful account of how a gay Jewish
refugee from Nazi Germany used his
own lived experience to become a preem-
inent historian of his century’s traumas
and transformations. George Mosse was
a pioneer in historiography’s cultural
turn, producing a cascade of books and

new perspectives on nationalism, fas-
cism, racism, religion, sexuality, war and
Judaism. Plessini traces both the genesis
of Mosse’s individual works and judi-
ciously assesses their impact on histori-
ography with clarity and precision.” –
Seymour Drescher, University of Pitts-
burgh

Karel Plessini has been a fellow of the
Institut für Europäische Geschichte in
Mainz, Germany, and a George L. Mosse
Visiting Scholar at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison.

Viskonsin! Tales from
Yiddish Wisconsin

Where does the history of Yiddish cul-
ture in Wisconsin reside? In the official
records of synagogues and social organ-
izations. In Yiddish language newspapers
and radio broadcasts. In small-town
newspaper accounts of strange languages
in courtrooms. In grave markers scattered
throughout the state. In family pictures
long tucked away in boxes. 

But it also lives: in the memories of
living members of the community and in
joining together to sing songs as in the
historical practice of community choral
societies.

With Viskonsin! Tales from Yiddish
Wisconsin, the Mayrent Institute for Yid-
dish Culture seeks to uncover the often
under-explored history of Yiddish culture
in Wisconsin. Midwestern Yiddish cul-
ture emerged from the same historical
trends that brought Yiddish immigrants
to larger eastern cities, but it unfolded dif-
ferently as those immigrants landed
amongst a different mix of immigrant
groups, in different landscapes, and often
in smaller communities. With this proj-
ect, we want to learn more about local
culture, but in so doing we can also see
how Wisconsin—and the upper Mid-
west—fit into and diverged from larger
national and global trends.

We’re still in the process of gathering
these materials—finding local resources,
asking for members of our community to
share what they know, what artifacts they
might have from their parents and grand-
parents—but we want to share what we
have learned so far in a pair of events
aimed at bringing this history to light.

First, we’re excited to announce a col-
laboration with the Madison Yiddish
Choir. On Wednesday, March 26, we’re
hosting a choral concert and sing-along.
This event harkens back to community
singing in settings such as the Yiddish
Workmen’s Circle. The Choir will per-
form some material, and then guide us in
singing together. With this concert, we
can all participate in a tradition that was
vital to holding together small communi-
ties. The concert will be held at the Italian
Workmen’s Club, whose history reflects
the era when the Greenbush was alive

with the Yiddish culture this concert and
project celebrate.

Two days later, on Friday, March 28,
we’ll host a day-long symposium about
upper Midwestern Yiddish culture. This
programming will have a mix of formats.
Scholars will discuss Yiddish language
media in Wisconsin and historical tales
that help us learn about interactions be-
tween small town and large city commu-
nities. Set amongst these formal
presentations will be community oral his-
tory panels, in which we’ll have a chance
to hear firsthand accounts of Yiddish life
in Wisconsin.

Please join us for one or both of these
events. And if you’ve got material to
share—stories, pictures, letters, wedding
albums—let us know! We’d love to hear
from you. Call us at 608.890.4818, find
us by email at info@mayrentinstitute.
wisc.edu, or drop us a line in the mail:
Mayrent Institute for Yiddish Culture,
432 East Campus Mall, Madison WI
53706.

Viskonsin! is a program of the UW-
Madison Mayrent Institute for Yiddish
Culture. It is co-sponsored by the Jewish
Museum Milwaukee, Wisconsin Histor-
ical Society, Center for the Study of
Upper Midwestern Cultures, Max Kade
Institute for German-American Studies,
Department of Comparative Literature &
Folklore Studies, and School of Music.

Events: These programs are free and
open to the public. 

Madison Yiddish Choir Concert and
Sing-Along 
Wednesday, March 26, 7:30 p.m.
Italian Workmen’s Club
914 Regent Street

Symposium with presentations and
community history panels
Friday, March 28, 8:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m.
UW-Madison Memorial Library,
Room 126 in the public hall
728 State Street

More concert and symposium infor-
mation: http://mayrentinstitute.wisc.edu/
events/viskonsin-symposium/ 

More about the Viskonsin! project:
http://mayrentinstitute.wisc.edu/viskon-
sin-tales-from-yiddish-wisconsin/

BY HENRY SAPOZNIK, DIRECTOR

UW-Madison Mayrent Institute for
Yiddish Culture

The Perils of Normalcy: George L. Mosse
and the Remaking of Cultural History

The Jewish Federation of Madison
expresses its appreciation to these
individuals who recently made a

tribute donation to honor someone
or celebrate a special occasion

In memory of Sally Garten Balkin
Frederick Langheim and Julia Balio
Fred and Holly Frank
Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen
Joyce L. Bates
Steve and Cherie Levy
Marci Gittleman and Randy Blumenstein

In memory of Alfred Kadushin
James Stein
Alex and Svetlana Govorukha
Sylvia Thal
Mitch and Sharon Rapkin
Bonnie Denmark Friedman and Gary Friedman
Leon and Barbara Swerin
Joel and Debbie Minkoff
Lynn and Dan Kaplan

In memory of Lois Lashley
Marc Shovers and Jan Loeb

In memory of Natalie Mintz
Estelle and David Goldenberg
Reilly, Penner and Benton
Mitch and Sharon Rapkin
Harold and Mary Stitgen
Bunny and Bill Spitz

In memory of Andrea J. Stein
Jared and Michele Greenberg
Anna Heifetz
Paul and Sherry Minkus

Sizes 5-15, Widths 2A-6E

Trust Your Feet to Morgan’s Shoes

Shoes for the Whole Family!

www.morganshoes.com

30 CERTIFIED SHOE FITTERS & 7 PEDORTHISTS ON STAFF

Hilldale Shopping Center, Madison • 608-238-3509

Visit
us on

Facebook!

George L. Mosse was a legendary history professor at UW-
Madison.  Mosse taught for more than thirty years at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, where he became the John C. Bascom
Professor of European History and Weinstein-Bascom Pro-
fessor of Jewish Studies, while concurrently holding the Koeb-
ner Professorship of History at Hebrew University. Beginning
in 1969, Mosse spent one semester each year teaching at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He also became a visiting
professor at University of Tel Aviv and Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich. After retiring from the University of
Wisconsin, he taught at Cambridge University and Cornell
University. Mosse was the first research historian in residence at the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum. The UW Center for Jewish Studies is named in his memory along
with Laurence A. Weinstein.  During his lifetime, he honored his sister, Hilde L. Mosse,
through the naming of the Jewish Federation of Madison’s Gan HaYeled Preschool
and making substantial gifts to the Camp Shalom Scholarship Fund.

George L. Mosse



Our events listed below are open to the
community. Check out our Temple Beth El
website at www.templebethelmadison.org
for more information on our worship times
and special events. All events take place at
Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor Drive, Madi-
son, unless otherwise noted. 

We encourage members of the Jewish
community to join Temple Beth El. We
welcome prospective members to partici-
pate in programs and activities. Please con-
tact Heidi Lauhon, Executive Director, at
238-3123 or executivedirector@ temple-
bethelmadison.org for membership infor-
mation.

Tots & Tunes
Sundays: March 2, April 27
9:30am - 10:30am
Temple Beth El Lounge

For all children ages Newborn to 5
years! Join other Jewish kids and parents
for a fun way to learn about Shabbat and
the Jewish holidays!  Hang out with lead-
ers Dana Prager and Kenny Lyons and sing
songs, do a craft project, and enjoy challah
& juice. Come and get to know other par-
ents and kids from around the community.
Questions? Call Educator Larry Kohn,
608-238-3123. 

How does BDS negatively
affect Israel? BDS: Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
Sunday, March 2
10am-11:30am

Exactly what do a boycott, divestment
and sanctions against Israel mean to Israel?
Who is involved in the BDS movement?
How does the BDS movement impact Is-
rael, and what can we do about it? Racheli
Komar-Aziz, Madison’s Shlicha (emis-
sary) from Israel will be our speaker.
Racheli brings a wealth of information to
this talk regarding the BDS movement, and
the specific projects which will be affected
as the BDS movement gains momentum.

Workshop: Personalizing
Passover
Sunday, March 9, 12 p.m.
Passover is almost here!  The first
Seder is on April 14, 2014

Getting Ready for Passover?
Wanting to Breathe New Life into Your

Passover Seder?
Wanting Ideas for Preparing a

Passover Seder for the First Time?
If these are questions stewing in your

head, please join our Outreach Committee
on March 9 to get a variety of answers to
your questions and many good ideas and
options for your Passover Seder celebra-
tion this year. This will be a hands on mul-

timedia workshop for all. For more infor-
mation and to RSVP visit http://www.tem-
plebethelmadison.org/events/#passover or
contact program@templebethelmadison.
org.

Let’s Get the Party Started –
75th Anniversary Opening
Celebration
Featuring Rabbi Rick Jacobs
President of the Union for Reform
Judaism
Friday, March 14
6 p.m. Family Style Congregational
Dinner
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service, Chocolate
Oneg to follow

RSVPs are required by Thursday,
March 6. To RSVP and for more informa-
tion visit http://www.templebethelmadi-
son.org/75th/#75thkickoff.

Rabbi Rick Jacobs is president of the
Union for Reform Judaism, the Congrega-
tional arm of the Reform Jewish Move-
ment in North America. A long-time and
devoted creative change agent, Rabbi Ja-
cobs, spent 20 years as a dynamic, vision-
ary spiritual leader at Westchester Reform
Temple (WRT) in Scarsdale, NY. During
his tenure, he reshaped communal wor-
ship, transformed the congregation into a
community of lifelong learners, and
strengthened the synagogue’s commitment
to vibrancy and inclusion. Under Rabbi Ja-
cobs’ leadership, WRT completed a new
“green” sanctuary, one of only a handful of
Jewish houses of worship in the nation to
carry this designation.

A Night on the Town ...
Shushan Style & Persian
After Party
Saturday, March 15, 6:30 p.m.
Please come in costume – adult
beverages provided

6:30 p.m. A Night on the Town…
Shushan Style: A Musical Purim Shpiel.
Come see Temple Beth El’s first ever con-
gregant written, directed, and produced
Purim Shpiel! Support your fellow congre-
gants in their debuts as Esther, Mordechi,
Haman, Vashti, and King Ahashverosh.

7:15 p.m. After Party, we’ll keep the
merriment going with a costume contest
and festive Persian nosh.

RSVPs to Aleeza, program@temple-
bethelmadison.org, are appreciated.

9:30 p.m. Keep the celebration going at
Beth Israel, their costume theme this year
is “MUSIC.” Come as a musician, band,
instrument, genre or in a costume of your
choosing.

Kesher Israel Film Series
Tuesday, March 18
The Syrian Bride (Fiction)

For full schedule visit http://www.tem-
plebethelmadison.org/our-community/
committees/kesher-israel-committee/
#kesherfilm

Tuesdays at Temple Beth El’s Arbor
Street doors open at 7:00pm, films begin
at 7:15pm and are followed by discussion.
Snacks, beverages and much schmoozing
among friends (known and new), precede
the showings.

“The Syrian Bride” Filmed in the
Golan Heights, on the border between Is-
rael and Syria, this film is bound to pro-
voke deep thought.  Political differences
threaten to permanently pull one family in
two as a young Israeli Druze girl is be-
trothed to a Syrian Druze man. This many-
faceted film probes the politics, cultures
and emotional depths of both Israelis, Is-
raeli Druze and Syrian Druze societies.
Showing time: 97 minutes, produced in
2004. Not rated; portrays political contro-
versy. 

Singles Creating Community
Coffee & Conversation
Friday, March 28, 9:30 a.m.
Barriques, 5957 McKee Rd. (PD),
Fitchburg

You asked for it at our first Singles Cre-
ating Community event. Now come chat
and socialize around a table with a good
cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate, espe-
cially nice during these winter months.
Please join us. We have chosen the places
and times, you provide the conversation!
We can use this time to catch up with each
other and think of future events and activ-
ities. If for any reason you are single, this
group is for you.

First Heritage Shabbat:
“The Swarsensky Era”
Part of our 75th Anniversary
Celebration
Friday, March 28, 2014 

The First Heritage Shabbat is a mar-
velous opportunity for congregants of all
ages to experience the Reform Judaism our
parents and grandparents observed. It will
be a chance to relive the Swarsensky era,
1940-70, in prayers and music of the times.
Rabbi Manfred Swarsensky was our
founding rabbi and many people remem-
ber his spiritual leadership, intellect and
warmth.  During the service we will fondly
remember that era by using the Union
Prayer Book and the Union Hymnal.
There will be excerpts from some of Rabbi
Swarsensky’s most notable sermons and a
video including interviews with Rabbi
Swarsensky, a very young Hannah Rosen-
thal and others.  Please join us for a mem-
orable journey back into the history of our

Temple and our Reform Movement so we
can learn together where we started and
how much we have changed. Visit
http://www.templebethelmadison.org/75th
/#heritage for more on our Heritage Shab-
bat Series.

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor
(20- & 30-Somethings)

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor is for the
Jewish 20- & 30-somethings community
in and around Madison. (Dor means “gen-
eration” in Hebrew.)  We’re open to all
young adults and organized through Tem-
ple Beth El Madison (http://www.temple-
bethelmadison.org/

Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor
Meet & Greet Dinner
Thursday, March 21, 7-9 p.m.
Location TBD

Join Madison’s Jews’ Next Dor for the
next installment of our third Thursday,
Meet & Greet Dinner!  Bring a friend and
join with us to meet, greet, and eat our way
through a tasty family-style meal. RSVPs
to Aleeza at program@templebethelmadi-
son.org are appreciated. Dinner will be $20
or less per person; please bring cash with
you (small bills are appreciated). Hungry
and ready to mingle?  See you there! Our
Meet & Greet dinners take place on the
third Thursday of each month at a different
restaurant each time.

Potluck Shabbat Dinner
Friday, April 4, 7 p.m.
Private home in the Vilas
neighborhood

Join Madison's Jews' Next Dor for a
potluck Shabbat dinner!  The host will pro-
vide challah & wine for Kiddush, the cut-
lery and plates. Please bring a dish to share,
no pork or shellfish, please avoid mixing
dairy and meat in your dish.  Please RSVP
to receive the address and let us know what
you plan to bring, email Aleeza at pro-
gram@templebethelmadison.org.  We look
forward to welcoming in Shabbat with
you!

MaTTY (Mad Town Temple
Youth Group, grades 9-12)

For questions about MaTTY, our High
School Youth Group, please contact
Naomi, at matty@templebethelmadison.org 

Bagel Schmooze
March 2, 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Join us after Religious School in the
MaTTY Lounge for bagels and juice.

MaTTY Movie Night & Baking
Saturday, March 29, 7:30 p.m.

http://www.templebethelmadison.org/le
arning/youth/#mattymovie

MaTTY Bake Sale
Sunday, March 30, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Proceeds to benefit The Lone Soldier
Project.

Temple Beth El • Congregation Shaarei Shamayim • Beth Israel Center
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Temple Beth El

Like Us on
Facebook!

www.facebook.com/
jewishmadison.
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Searching for lively social events, dy-
namic educational programming and
ruach-filled services? Looking for a warm
community that is informed by tradition
and actively and meaningfully engaged
with the broader community and world?
Try Beth Israel Center!  All of our events
are open to our membership and anyone
who wants to see what we’re all about. We
sponsor and host a variety of workshops,
study groups, classes and social events each
month.

PJ Havdalah
Saturday, March 1, 5:45 p.m.

We’re kicking off our new partnership
with PJ Library by hosting a PJ Havdalah
family program. Come in your pajamas for
Havdalah, stories, songs, and an opportu-
nity to enroll in the free PJ Library pro-
gram. Enrolled families receive free Jewish
books and CDs for children between the
ages of 6 months and 8 years. Contact In-
terim Education Director Lily Nagy-Deak
(education@bethisraelcenter.org or 256-
7763) with questions.

Beit Midrash
1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays
7:00-8:30 p.m.

March 4: Lily Nagy-Deak on Com-
manding Happiness for Adar

March 18: Rabbi Joshua Ben-Gideon
on Moments of Transcendence

Using the model of the traditional Beit
Midrash (House of Study), participants will
spend an evening studying Jewish text and
engaging in meaningful discussion. We will
explore the world of hevruta (partner)
learning and dive into both traditional texts
and modern Jewish writings. Come every
session, or just drop by when you can! 

Yom Rishon: Purim!
Sunday, March 9, 10-11:15 a.m.

Come for this engaging program for
preschoolers. Enjoy art, movement, music,
stories, and projects as well as further learn-
ing on the subject for parents and other
adults who accompany the children.  It is
family education at its finest. In March,
Purim crafts and stories!

Vashti’s Den
Thursday, March 13, 7-9 p.m.

Back by popular demand, this pre-
Purim women’s night out celebrates Vashti,
the woman who said “No!” to the King.
Come for Vashtinis and belly dancing, stay
for the crafts, learning, henna, Middle-East-
ern inspired nosh and dessert, and more.
Cost is $18. RSVP to office@bethisrael-
center.org or 256-7763 by March 7. BIC

members can have the admission fee put on
account. For others, payment in advance
will secure your reservation. What happens
at Vashti’s stays at Vashti’s! This Beth Israel
Adult Eduation program is being co-spon-
sored this year by the Jewish Federation of
Madison and Congregation Shaarei
Shamayim.

Purim Celebration
Saturday, March 15, 8:15 p.m.

Celebrate Erev Purim at Beth Israel this
year! It’ll be our last big party in the build-
ing before the remodeling project begins.
All are welcome! After Ma’ariv and Hav-
dalah, we’ll read the WHOLE MEGILLA
and then party the night away. Help fulfill

the mitzvah of ad lo yadah by contributing
hootch. This year’s costume party theme is
MUSIC. Come dressed as your favorite
genre, band, musician or instrument. Or
march to the beat of your own drummer.
Plus, KARAOKE! Unleash your inner rock
star or country crooner. Even if you’re shy,
give it a try. Also, bring some cash for the
Purim Purim. Write your name or initials
on one or more pieces of paper currency.
Put your bill(s) in the pot. At the end of the
night, we’ll draw one bill. If it’s yours, you
get the percentage of the pot equal to the
value of your bill. Put in a $100 bill and you
could win the whole pot! Proceeds will be
shared with Emerson Elementary School.

Havdalah Niggunim
Saturday, March 22, 6:00 p.m.

Come for spiritual davening and
singing of niggunim. We start with Min-

cha at 6:00, then enjoy seudah shilshit
(third meal) and singing until it’s time
for Ma’ariv. We will round out our slow
leave of Shabbat with a joyous Hav-
dalah.

Kiddush Honoring
Rayla Temin
Saturday, March 29

For many years, Rayla Temin has de-
voted time, love, and energy to coordi-
nating Torah readers and service leaders
for Shabbat and holidays at Beth Israel.
Join us in honoring her commitment
with your presence on Shabbat morn-
ing, March 29. If you would like to also
make a financial contribution to the
Kiddush lunch in her honor, please send
a check to the office (1406 Mound St.,
Madison 53711) with “Honoring Rayla”
on the memo line.

Shaarei Shamayim, Madison’s Jewish
Reconstructionist and Renewal congrega-
tion, welcomes new and prospective mem-
bers, as well as visitors, to participate in
our services, discussions, classes, and cel-
ebrations. For more information or to learn
about events, please visit our website at
www.shamayim.org, email us at office@
shamayim.org, or call 608-257-2944.  

Shabbat Services
Saturday, March 8
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive
9:30 a.m. Torah Study; 10:30 a.m.
Services; 12:30 p.m. Kiddush

Evening of Jewish Folktales
with Storyteller Susan Stone
Friday, March 14, 6:15 – 8:30 p.m. 
First Unitarian Society
(Gaebler Living Room)
900 University Bay Drive

Join award-winning professional story-
teller Susan Stone as she shares funny, en-
lightening, and poignant Chasidic and
Jewish folktales, as well as personal narra-
tives. We will gather for a vegetarian
potluck at 6:15 p.m. Please bring a vege-
tarian dish to share. Susan Stone’s story-
telling will follow the potluck dinner. This
event is suitable for adults and older chil-
dren; non-members are welcome to attend.

Shabbat B’Yachad –
Intergenerational Shabbat
Service
Saturday, March 22, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
First Unitarian Society
900 University Bay Drive 

Join us for a musical Shabbat with our

beloved song leaders, Aviv and Anna. We
will celebrate Shabbat as an intergenera-
tional community and then share kiddush
lunch together. This is a great way to check
out our Bet Sefer program.

Social Action Potluck – Hope
Into Practice: Jewish Women
Choosing Justice
Friday, March 28, 6-8:30 p.m., in a pri-
vate home – please call the office for lo-
cation

The speaker for this evening will be
feminist and peace activist Penny Rosen-
wasser. We will gather at 6:00 p.m. and
have a brief Shabbat service at 6:15 p.m.
There will be a vegetarian potluck dinner
at 6:45 p.m. and a discussion at 7:30 p.m.

Shabbaton with
Rabbi Chava Bahle
April 4 (in a private home) and
April 5 (First Unitarian Society) 

Please call the office for the Friday
evening and Saturday evening locations.

Shaarei Shamayim welcomes Rabbi
Chava Bahle for a Shabbaton with the

theme “Preparing the Heart for Freedom,”
as we consider our journey to Pesach this
year. We will gather in a member’s home
for Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday, April 4.
This evening will include a potluck dinner;
please bring a vegetarian dish to share.
Rabbi Chava will lead us in services on
Shabbat morning, April 5, at 9:30 a.m. at
the First Unitarian Society, 900 University
Bay Drive, followed by a vegetarian
potluck lunch and discussion. In the
evening we will gather in a member’s
home for Havdalah. 

Rabbi Chava is the Director of the Or
Tzafon Retreat Center, a center for the
study of Jewish mysticism, spiritual prac-
tice, and contemporary worship in northern
Michigan. She is a twice-ordained rabbi
and a maggid – a Jewish inspirational
preacher and storyteller. Rabbi Chava
teaches courses in religion, spirituality, and
writing at Northwestern Michigan College
Extended Education. She was a volunteer
chaplain for the Michigan Department of
Corrections for 18 years, and a recipient of
Traverse City’s Sara Hardy Humanitarian
Award for her work in human rights.

mallardsbaseball.com theshoebox.com rookiesfood.com
Steve Schmitt, Owner

Warner Park “Duck Pond”
2920 N. Sherman Ave.

Madison, WI 53704
608-246-4277

1314 Canal St., Hwy. 14
Black Earth, WI 53515

608-767-3447

Baraboo Location: 608-356-1224

Hwy. 14 & 78 North
Mazomanie, WI 53560

608-767-5555

WE DO:
BAR/BAT MITZVAHS • WEDDINGS • PARTIES
CORPORATE EVENTS • EVENT CONSULTING

WE HAVE:
DISC JOCKEYS • EMCEES • VIDEO DANCE PARTIES

DANCERS • TRIVIA • CHOCOLATE FOUNTAINS
VIDEO, GREEN SCREEN AND RED CARPET PHOTO BOOTHS

MOVIE SCREENS • DECOR LIGHTING • CASINO • MUCH MORE ...

608.233.5822 www.celebrationsentertainment.com

FUN • MEMORABLE • EVENTS

Instant Cleaning Services

Your house is in good hands.
10 years experience. Insurance covered.

Kick back and relax, we are here.

Take �me to enjoy your life and ensure
that your home is truly clean!

6086922503
Visit us online at:

www.InstantCleaningServices.com
info@instantcleaningservices.com

DESIGN / PRINT / SIGNS

1112 S. Park Street   •   Madison, WI 53715   •   PH: 608.255.3922   •   FX: 608.255.6926

Graphic Design
Bindery & Finishing

Promotional Products
Direct Mailing Services

Full-Color Digital Printing
Large Format Banners & Signs
Copies, Faxes and much more!

Beth Israel Center

Congregation Shaarei Shamayim



Jews, especially European Jewish intel-
lectuals, have had a prominent role in
Utopian thought in modern political move-
ments, often radical political movements
of the Left. Does Judaism have anything
to do with that? Is there a traditional reli-
gious Messianic dimension to their in-
volvement?

These questions were the starting point
for a symposium sponsored by the
Mosse/Weinstein Center for Jewish Stud-
ies, “The Messianic Impulse: Jews and
Utopian Thought in Modern Europe,” to
be held on March 25. 

Professor Tony Michels, who conceived
of the symposium as part of a biennial se-
ries of conferences put on by the Center,
explains that the idea began with a theory
advanced by prominent French political

theorist Michael Löwy in his book Re-
demption & Utopia: Jewish Libertarian
Thought in Central Europe. “Löwy argued
that there was an important historical junc-
ture in Central Europe in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries in
which Judaic notions of Messianism
merged with radical political thought.
That’s the departure point for the Sympo-
sium.”

Michels invited scholars dealing with
Jewish intellectual history in different dis-
ciplines to further explore the intersection
between religion and political ideas of Eu-
ropean Jews. “All of the speakers will dis-
cuss Jewish thinkers who are viewed as
some of the most influential intellectual
thinkers of the twentieth century, such as
Martin Buber, Franz Kafka, and Walter
Benjamin,” says Michels.

Löwy, an internationally renowned so-
ciologist, philosopher, and literary scholar
based in Paris who has taught at many in-
stitutions, including Tel Aviv University,
will present the keynote address. Jack Ja-
cobs, Professor of Political Science at John
Jay College, who has lectured throughout
the world and has had his works translated
into eight different languages, will speak

on the Frankfurt School in Germany (most
of whose theorists prior to the Nazi
takeover were Jews) and its relation to Is-
rael. 

Sarah Hammerschlag, Assistant Profes-
sor of Religion and Literature at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Divinity School, will
address French Jewish intellectuals and
their connection to Zionism and Messian-
ism. Eugene Sheppard, Associate Profes-
sor of Modern Jewish History and
Thought at Brandeis University, will look
at Messianic and revolutionary ideas in
both the political left and the political right.

“The speakers belong to different gen-
erations,” says Michels. “[The sympo-
sium] includes younger scholars who have
recently published their first books all the
way up to an esteemed emeritus professor
like Löwy, but all of whom are ground-
breaking in their own ways.”

The symposium will be held on March
25 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Varsity
Hall III, Union South, 1308 Dayton Street.
It is free, open to the public, and accessible
to people with disabilities. More informa-
tion, including the schedule of events, is
available at http://jewishstudies.wisc.edu/
events/messianicimpulse/.
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A Jewish Service Learning Experience sponsored by
Congregation Shaarei Shamayim and generously funded by the

Jewish Federation of Madison Innovation Panel

Who: Jewish teens going into 9th-12th grades next August. This is commu-
nity-wide; high schoolers belonging to any congregation as well as unaffiliated
Jewish-identified teens are invited to join!

What: An unforgettable week where teens will volunteer with Growing Power,
an urban farm dedicated to providing healthy food to urban communities, and learn
about issues of poverty and food security.

Where: Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
When: August 17-23, 2014
Why: Because this is an awesome group-building, fun, and educational

experience!
How it’s Jewish: Teens will start the day with morning prayers, end the day

with an evening service, study Jewish texts and stories and integrate them into
their experiences, and celebrate Shabbat together camping at Whitnall Park in Mil-
waukee County. 

What does it cost: $250 per student, which includes lodging, meals, and trans-
portation.

How do I apply? Applications are available on the Shaarei Shamayim website
(shamayim.org) and due April 1. If you have questions, please contact program
coordinator Parthy Schachter at civilhands@yahoo.com. Priority will be given to
10th-12th graders, but interested 9th graders should also apply.

Mad Town Teen Jewish Service
Learning Program

T-SHIRTS
CAPS
MUGS

SWEATSHIRTS
JACKETS

EMBROIDERY
www.madisontop.com

1-800-362-2787

CJS Sponsors Symposium on Jews and Utopian Thought
BY MICHELE WALDINGER

Taglit-Birthright Israel provides free
10-day trips to Israel for Jewish young
adults ages 18 to 26. Until this summer,
young adults that had traveled on peer
trips with camps, youth groups or the like
were ineligible for this trip. Birthright has
announced that they will no longer ex-
clude those who went on trips while still
in high school.

While there are different providers
through which one can go on Birthright,
Chabad chooses Mayonot, which is the
largest birthright provider on campuses
throughout the country.

Mayanot’s goal is to provide Taglit-
Birthright Israel participants with an un-
forgettable Israel experience in every

sense of the word. Israel is the ideal back-
drop for bringing Jewish history, ideas
and culture to life and as past participants
attest, the sights and sounds of Israel im-
pact everyone on Mayanot tours in unique
ways. Through learning Jewish and Israeli
history and engaging in dialogue with Is-
raelis, questions are raised about Jewish
identity that challenges the participants
throughout their lives. Mayanot strives to
find the delicate balance in presenting the
ancient and modern history of Israel, con-
temporary Israeli culture and Jewish tra-
dition, in an open and comfortable
environment.

Rabbi Mendel Matusof, of Chabad at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, has
just returned from a trip to Israel this Jan-
uary with forty students and plans on
staffing his tenth Birthright trip in May.

"Birthright is an amazing program
which fosters and strengthens Jewish
identity, and helps to build bridges be-
tween the Jews in the Diaspora and Israel.
One aspect that makes Mayanot unique is
that it has a rabbi on every bus in addition
to the tour guide. Birthright’s research has
shown that if Birthright participants don’t
feel a connection to the Jewish part of Is-
rael, they likely won’t feel a connection
to Israel at all,” he said.

Matthew Elkin, Senior at UW-Madi-
son and Student Board President of
Chabad, strongly recommends that stu-
dents take advantage of the opportunity
that Mayonot provides through Chabad.

“Especially if someone has ever been
to Chabad, they know the warmth, joy
and love celebrated at Chabad. Going on
Birthright with Rabbi Mendel will make

his or her Birthright experience that much
better,” he said.

Elkin also notes that the Mayanot trips
appeal to students on many levels of in-
terest. “If you’re looking for religion, you
can get that. Looking for Israeli culture?
It is provided in abundance. If you just
want to have fun traveling, Mayanot pro-
vides an A+ experience,” he said. “Going
with Mayanot is best way to get every-
thing in.”

“Israel is such a cool place, a melting
pot of sorts, bringing cultures together
like no other place you would travel on
vacation,” Elkin said.

No matter one’s motivation, a trip to
Israel through Birthright, free of cost, is
guaranteed to end in countless memories,
lessons, and an unforgettable experience. 

Register for your trip of a lifetime now
at www.mayanotisrael.com

Birthright Continues Expanding on Campus through Chabad

Lots of W pride up in the Galilee.

Madison native Alex Goke prays at the
Western Wall.

BY REBECCA OHNONA

UW-Madison Sophomore
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This past January, UW Hillel staff
Mickey Aziz Komar and Jennifer Jennings
took 36 students on a trip of a lifetime
through Taglit Birthright Israel. During the
trip, students traversed Israel by bus,
climbing Masada, floating in the Dead
Sea, hanging out in Tel Aviv, and exploring
Jerusalem. Along the way, they engaged in
conversations about their Jewish identity,
Jewish pluralism, and how they relate to
Israel. Below are the reflections of three
UW students on their experiences and
what they brought home.

When I registered for my winter
Birthright trip, I was a little unsure of what
the experience would entail. I had arranged
to go with two of my friends, but I didn’t
know anyone else on the trip. I’d never left
the continent, much less flown all the way
across the Atlantic.  Most importantly, I
wasn’t sure if I was Jewish enough to hack
it in Israel.

While the sheer length of the flight to
Israel was a bit of a shock to me, it was
smooth sailing once we touched down. De-
spite not knowing the vast majority of my
bus mates at the start of our journey, I
found that we bonded quickly over long
talks and reflections on what we saw and
experienced each day. Looking back, I can
say honestly that I had some of the best
conversations I've had in years on
Birthright. As far as the things we saw, I
probably most enjoyed comparing the bus-
tle and life of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem with
that of our own American cities, as well as
climbing high above the desert floor to the
top of Masada. I also can't leave out the
Sea of Galilee, which may be the most
beautiful place I saw in Israel. From where
I sit, I’m happy to report that my initial
misgivings were baseless, and that Israel,
and Birthright, helped to build both my
Jewish identity and my appreciation for

our increasingly connected world.
Birthright introduced me to some great
people, and a great place, that I may have
never met otherwise. Since I returned from
Israel, I have been going to Shabbat each
week and recently began working at Hillel.
I continue to explore my Jewish identity.

Andrew Haffner
Senior, UW Madison

This past winter break, I had the amaz-
ing opportunity to travel to Israel on a ten-
day trip sponsored through the Hillel and
Taglit Birthright Israel.  Before embarking
on the trip, I had little expectations and did-
n’t take the time to think in detail or thor-
oughly about what the trip would mean to
me or how it would impact me as a person.
Fortunately, I had the time of my life and
was able to grow as a person and solidify
what my Jewish heritage meant to me.
Some of the highlights of the trip were
being able to float in the Dead Sea, and

also in the same day hiking up Masada.
The Dead Sea surprisingly didn’t hurt and
it was exciting to be able to float so easily.
Although the hike up Masada was a little
more challenging than I expected, the view
was incredible.  Other memorable mo-
ments included watching the sun set at our
hotel in Netanya over the Mediterranean
Sea.  There were many beautiful sunsets in
Israel that I was fortunate enough to be
able to witness.  Lastly, I thoroughly en-
joyed and miss being able to eat falafel and
hummus every day; I can honestly say I
didn’t get sick of it.  I am still searching for
a comparable Mediterranean restaurant in
Madison and not succeeding.  

Most meaningful, however, were the
people I met along the way and the stories

they shared with me.  Through our speak-
ers, one of them being a founder of
Birthright, and the soldiers that accompa-
nied us on our trip that shared personal sto-
ries of being affected by terrorism, and
small group discussions, I was able to
shape my Jewish identity.  These stories
and people are the reasons I grew as a per-
son and experienced a trip that will con-
tinue to impact me in the future.  I learned
that being Jewish for me is about being a
part of a strong and unified group of peo-
ple.  I feel powerful and even special in the
fact that I can point to part of my identity
as being Jewish.  For me, this trip led me
to feel more connected with my Jewish
heritage.  Before the trip, I felt that I wasn’t

The Barbara Hochberg Center
for Jewish Student Life

Weddings & Receptions • Private Parties
Special Events • Business Meetings

Plan your next event at UW-Hillel

Catering is available through Café O and ZILLI Hospitality Group

www.uwhillel.org
Contact: rgofman@uwhillel.org • 608-256-8361 x705

611 Langdon Street, Madison, WI 53703

(Continued on page 12)

A Trip of a Lifetime for UW Madison Students



very connected with my Jewish heritage
because my family is more secular and we
rarely celebrate any of the major Jewish
holidays.  Now, I feel I can reflect on my
Jewish heritage as something that is mean-
ingful to me and will continue to be for the
rest of my life.  I hope to continue devel-

oping my Jewish identify on campus by
becoming more involved in Hillel and
staying in touch with the friends I made on
the trip.

Alexandra Young
Sophomore, UW Madison

After landing back into the states and
thinking about my Birthright trip, I began
to realize how awesome and meaningful
of a trip I went on. That 36 college stu-
dents, who didn’t know each other, can
get on a plane for 12 hours and spend 10
days in the beautiful state of Israel is re-
markable. Developing new friendships,
and seeing the progression from a bus of
strangers to a tight knit group, where we
all joked around and listened to stories,
made this trip one of a lifetime. While
being sick on Birthright for the last half
of the trip wasn’t ideal, I was still able to
get a lot out of my Birthright experience.
I was able to visit many of the historic
landmarks Israel had to offer and was
able to relate them back to my life.
Whether that was the Western Wall, Yad
Vashem, or just walking through the
streets of Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv, I was
able to experience Israel at its finest.
After being on the trip, I have a greater
appreciation of being Jewish and a much
greater appreciation of the State of Israel.
A country that continues to experience
violence and conflict, but still made me
feel extremely safe, showed me a lot. I

would highly recommend to anyone that
not only wants to get in touch with their
Jewish heritage, but also is looking to
meet new people and travel to an amaz-
ing state, that they should go on
Birthright. 

Alex Sloan
Senior, UW Madison
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Some of the movies:
• 10 Days in Gaza
• Walk on Water
• Yes, Miss Commander?
• Skate of Mind
• The World is Funny
• Lost Islands
• Ushpizin
• Kippur
• Stranger No More
• Keep Not Silent
• Operation Thunderbolt

FREE!
Ma Haseret Shelcha?

Feel like watching an Israeli movie in your house?
Followed by a game, discussion or an Israeli snack?

Mickey and Racheli, Madison’s Shlichim, will come to your house with
the movie you request – you will be the host and invite your friends!

For information or registration, please contact Racheli:
Israel@jewishmadison.org or www.jewishmadison.org

JFM

JFM

UW Hillel Trip Continued from page 11

Accessorize your Seder at
Fine Earth Studio

Sunday, March 30
Fine Earth Studio & Gallery, 2207 Regent Street

Two sessions to choose from: 2-3:30 or 4-5:30 p.m.
Cost: $15 per participant for one 90-minute session

including clay and beaded jewelry projects.

Join us for a fun and relaxing afternoon
of beaded jewelry making and Passover-

themed clay projects. All ages and artistic
abilities are welcome. Children must be

accompanied by an adult.

RSVP online at: JewishMadison.org
or email: program@jewishmadison.org

~ Space is Limited ~

(Adults who supervise their children but do not participate do not need to pay.)

Organized by the Jewish Federation of Madison Family Education Committee



WELCOMES 

Registered Representative 

Debra Gorra Barash 
to its Milwaukee office.  

Contact Debra 
to invest, reinvest, or learn how to buy 

gifts of Israel bonds online. 

INVEST IN ISRAEL ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully 
before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA

Development Corporation for Israel/ Israel bonds
8989 N. Port Washington Road, Suite 200 ∙ Milwaukee, WI 53217

Debra.GorraBarash@israelbonds.com ∙ 414.716.0094

ISRAEL BONDS
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This has been a long winter and for care-
givers with young children it has meant long
days inside.  The Jewish Federation of Madi-
son’s new program, Yad B’Yad (Hand in
Hand), offers a warm, friendly environment
where caregivers and their babies can play, es-
cape the cold and shmooze with other adults.
12 caregivers joined Tiz Goff, our Jewish
Community Outreach Coordinator, for the
very first Yad B’Yad community playgroup in
February. The children played, everyone
snacked and the grown-ups got to know each
other by playing a game where they matched
pictures of the grown-ups in attendance with
pictures of them as babies.  The pictures
below illustrate what a fun playdate it was for
everyone.  The next Yad B’Yad Community
Playgroup will be on Tuesday, March 4th at
10AM.  Maya Garbuz from Madison Sleep
Consultants will be our guest speaker in
March. For more information please contact
Tiz Goff, outreach@jewishmadison.org

Yad B’Yad Playgroup 
Kickoff a Success!

Michpacha and Me
There’s no better cure for the winter blues than a night at the waterpark with old

friends and new. Despite the rain, hail and thundersnow 48 people came to Crawdaddy
Cove to enjoy a night of swimming, food, waterslides
and family fun!  Thank you to the Family Education
Committee for sponsoring this wonderful event.

What happens when you put 50 dedicated, creative, thoughtful
Jewish educators in one room for an afternoon of structured brain-
storming?  Pure greatness, that’s what!  On February 24, 50 of the
educators who work at our local Jewish schools gathered together for

the 17th annual
Madison Jewish
Teacher’s Confer-
ence.

When we started
planning this event
our goal was to
bring everyone to-
gether not only to
learn but also to get to know each other,

to share ideas and information and to brainstorm ways that we can connect our curriculum
across the community. Our focus this year was on Jewish Service Learning (JSL).

The structure of the program was different than in years past.  First on the agenda was
the keynote speaker, Nancy Matthews.  Nancy is the Director of the Morgridge Center for
Public Service. She defined service learning, talked about how it is currently being incor-
porated in higher education, offered community resources for the teachers and gave every-
one a lot to think about.  Following her
keynote, Ellen Weismer, the Jewish Fed-
eration of Madison, showed a brief
power-point presentation about Jewish
values and Jewish Service Learning.

During the second half of the training
everyone participated in a Beit Café
(World Café) model of brainstorming.
They were divided into tables and dis-
cussed three key questions. With each question they switched groups so that everyone had
a chance to meet and brainstorm with a new table of people. Finally, we came together to
“harvest” the information by talking as a whole group about the key points that were dis-
cussed about each question. 

There were so many fabulous ideas
that were discussed including the need to
incorporate more JSL opportunities into
our Jewish community with a Day of
Service, by developing a community-
wide curriculum for service learning, cre-
ating a website that will serve as a
resource for Jewish educators to use for
ideas about how to incorporate JSL their
classrooms and congregations and more!

We plan to continue these conversations and follow-up on this program so that we can
bring some of these ideas to fruition.

Thank you to the Teacher Training
planning committee, to Temple Beth El
for hosting this event, to Nancy
Matthews for the Keynote and to all of
the teachers who came, opened their
minds, shared their thoughts and made
this training so meaningful.

Teacher Think Tank 2014:
Making Mitzvot More Meaningful

An important announcement regarding Midrasha Hebrew on Sundays:
Beginning on March 23rd our Sunday Midrasha Hebrew classes will be

moving to Temple Beth El.  The Hebrew classes will begin at 12:00PM and
will end at 1:00PM. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this change
please contact Ellen Weismer, program@jewishmadison.org 

Sunday, March 3rd: Normal schedule
Wednesday, March 5th (Bring a friend night!)- Student Dinner, Jewop

Concert, Youth Group Fair and The Great Purim Race:
On Wednesday March 5th, the Midrasha students will be participating in an

exciting Midrasha Purim event.  The evening will begin with our spring student
dinner, students can sign-up to come to Midrasha early for a delicious meal.  Every-
one will enjoy a concert by Jewop, UW Madison’s Jewish Accapella group.  During
their break, the students will have the opportunity to walk around a Jewish Youth
Group and Activities Fair.  Finally, the students and their guests will participate in
a fun Purim themed race.  In groups they will complete in a series of activities and
try to be the first ever champions of The Great Purim Race!

Wednesday, March 12th: Normal schedule
Sunday, March 16th: Community Purim Carnival (no Hebrew)
Wednesday, March 19th: No Midrasha
Sunday, March 23rd: 12:00 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El
Wednesday, March 25th: Normal schedule
Sunday, March 30th: 12:00 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El

March at Midrasha



The leopard and tiger,
Daniel and Jacob, like
playing with trains.

Nevaeh shows off the
Grass Head Guy that she
made with Racheli,
our Shlichah.
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Calling all artists…in honor of the 60th
anniversary of Camp Shalom we are
holding a t-shirt design contest. The theme
for the contest is Sixty Years of Shalom.
Design guidelines are below:

HOW TO ENTER 
(1) Submissions will only be accepted

through April 15, 2014, 11:59 PM (CST).
Design submissions can be sent to Ellen
Weismer, program@jewishmadison.org
orJewish Federation of Madison, Camp
Shalom T-shirt Contest, 6434 Enterprise
Lane, Madison, WI 53719.

(2) All entry emails should have the
subject line “T-shirt Design Contest Sub-
mission – First Name, Last Name.”

(3) Submit up to two designs per per-
son. If you submit more than two, only
your first two submissions in order of date
and time will be considered.

(4) Submit only original designs. These
designs must not contain copyrighted ma-
terial and they cannot have previously
won any awards.

(5) Submit front t-shirt designs only.
There should be no text or visuals on the
back of the shirt.

(6) Attach entries as medium resolution
.jpeg or .pdf files.

(7) Any artwork and writing submitted
will not be returned, and become property
of Jewish Federation of Madison. 

NO ADDITIONAL MATERIALS
(VIDEOS, SAMPLES, ETC.) WILL BE AC-
CEPTED WITH YOUR SUBMISSION.

REVIEW & SELECTION 
(1) Entries will be reviewed by the

Camp Shalom Committee
(2) Judging criteria is based on: cre-

ativity, originality, and content related to
the theme of Sixty Years of Shalom.

(3) The panel of judges will select 2
honorable mention designs and 1 winning
design to be printed on the 2014 Camp
Shalom T-shirts

(4) Winners will be notified before or
by May 1, 2014.

Camp Shalom 60th Anniversary

HAMANTASCHEN WORKSHOP:
Sunday, March 9, 2-5 p.m. at Temple Beth El

Join us for this annual event. Susan Roquitte will lead a short session on how
to make Hamantashen! Then we will work together to make the tasty treats

that will be sold at the Community Purim Carnival.

COMMUNITY PURIM CARNIVAL:
Sunday, March 16 at Temple Beth El

See the full page ad on the back page of this issue for details.

ACCESSORIZE YOUR SEDER:
Sunday, March 30 at Fine Earth Studio

Join us for an afternoon of Passover crafts and jewelry-making. We will offer
two sessions, 1-2:30 p.m. and 3-4 p.m., each session will offer time for
working on clay projects (Seder plates, frogs and more) and for making

jewelry. $15/person. All ages welcome!

Other events to look forward to: .

      ✓ Challah Baking Workshop

Look for more details in future editions of the Madison Jewish News
or check online at www.JewishMadison.org.

Family Education Events
Upcoming

Organized by the Family Education Committee of the Jewish Federation of Madison

We hope to see you at all the Family Ed events!

Look What’s Happening at
Hilde L. Mosse Gan HaYeled

Preschool!

Olive and Nathan slid down the hill,

all the way to the fence.Lilly, Maor, Alexis and Nevaeh are playing
Goldilocks and the Three Bears.

The Dalet class is ready to celebrateTu B’Shevat with a Seder.

Lola puts flowers on her tree for Tu B’Shevat.

The Gimel class is making Israeli Chocolate Ball
cookies, YUM!

Hodaia likes to build with
Giant Legos.

SAVE THE

DATE!

For more information,
please contact

Missy Sosman at
608-278-1808 or

gan@jewishmadison.org

Shop for Shalom!
Sunday, May 4

2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Come shop for a great cause, the Camp Shalom

Scholarship Fund. Local vendors will bring
their wares including skin care products,

handbags and accessories, clothing, jewelry,
foods and more! 20% of all sales will be
donated to help give campers an amazing

summer experience at Camp Shalom.

SAVE THE DATE...

Malia
LOVES
to sled!

T-Shirt
Design

Contest!



Taxi Service Tribute Donations

1111 STEWART ST., MADISON • 608-277-9111

www.madisontop.com
1-800-362-2787

T-SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • JACKETS • CAPS • MUGS • PENS • NOTEPADS • CAN COOLERS
LETTER OPENERS • IN-HOUSE EMBROIDERY  • COMPUTERIZED GRAPHICS

Promotional Products

www.jewishmadison.org

Check
us out

online!

JewishMadison.org

since 1977 ~ 238-5698

Providing personal service for …
• Invitations • Stationery

• Wedding and Party Consulting
• Personalized Gifts
rsvpjudys@aol.com

Special Events

HILDE L. MOSSE
GAN HAYELED
PRESCHOOL

A Jewish education for your child.
A Jewish community for your family.

Call 278-1808 or email:
gan@jewishmadison.org

Preschool

Time to replace your doors and windows?
Visit the Window Design Center showroom 
and talk to an efficiency pro about Marvin 
Replacements. 

6524 Seybold Road, Madison 
windowcenter.com 271.8002

Windows and Doors

Israeli DanceHebrew

Jewish Social
Services

Caring. Connections. Solutions.
Programs & Services

Volunteering Opportunities
Upcoming Events

278-1808 • www.jssmadison.org

Social Services

Call 608-231-2427
or fax 608-231-1249

P.O. Box 5547
Madison, WI 53705

Order Online:

www.BagelsForever.com

Food and Dining

Heritage Square • 274-5255
Willy East • 294-0116  |  Willy West • 836-1450

Offering a variety of deli items
including smoked salmon,

lox & spreads

Madison’s Seafood Source for over 30 years!

Food and Dining

Steven Wilensky LLC

TECHNOLOGY
HANDYMAN

Diagnostics • Virus Removal • WiFi Network Setup
PC Setup or Tuneup • Network Checkup

Software Install • Printer Setup & Troubleshooting
Also offering Video & Audio services

(608) 886-7822 • hockeynut50@yahoo.com
https://sites.google.com/site/stevenwilenskyllc/

The

Computer Services

West Town
Monona Tire

Gary Pivotto, President
453 South Gammon Rd., Madison • 833-1735

www.westtownmononatire.com

Automotive

Thank You for 50 Years

DYKMANS TIME SHOP • 608-233-1444

Clocks and Watches

Business, Professional, & Service

DIRECTORY
HIGHLIGHTING AREA BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONALS AND SERVICES

For information on directory advertising, please contact Tiz Goff, 773-620-4404 or email outreach@jewishmadison.org

In Print Online

Recognize and celebrate all
of life’s occasions with a

Tribute Donation to Jewish
Federation of Madison.

www.JewishMadison.org

www.allfourtrimesters.com

Midwife/Doula

Fun... Friends...
Hebrew...

Chug Ivrit!!!!
The Jewish Federation of Madison’s
afterschool Hebrew program for K-5.

Learn to speak, read and write Hebrew
in a fun environment. Register today at

www.jewishmadison.org or call 278-1808.

Yonim Israeli
Dance Troupe
welcomes
all kids
K-12th grade!
For more info contact:
Laura at yonim@jewishmadison.org
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The Yonim Israeli dancers shined on stage at the
Waisman Center Children’s Theater on Feb 9th. It was
a very exciting and successful Season Opener featuring
several new dances. 

Future Performances!
You’re in luck that there are two more chances to

see Yonim this spring! Please save a date and come
enjoy a show. You’ll be glad that you did!

• Sunday, March 23rd at 3pm at Oakwood Village’s
Auditorium, 6205 Mineral Point Rd, Madison 

• Sunday, April 27th at 2pm at UW’s Music Hall,
925 Bascom Mall, Madison 

Sharsheret Dance Camp Registration is open!
What: Israeli dance for a full weekend with other

kids! Learn amazing dance choreography and perform
it on a big stage at the end of the weekend!

Who: 5th – 12th grade girls and boys, Yonim and
non-Yonim kids. No dance experience necessary! 

When: April 25-27, 2014
Where: B’nai B’rith Beber Camp, Mukwonago, WI 
Festival: Sunday, April 27th the new dance will be

showcased at Sharsheret International Dance Festival
at UW’s Music Hall

K’tantanim Israeli Dance classes for
kids ages 3 to 5 years old!

Two more classes this spring:
Sundays, March 9 and April 6 at 3:30-

4:00pm 
All preschoolers are welcome!

Please contact Laura at yonim@jewish-
madison.org for further information.

Successful Season Opener for Yonim
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Jewish Social Services is
pleased to welcome Mindy
Wiseman as Senior Adult
Services Professional.  Mindy
will begin this position on
March 17, 2014.

For seventeen years,
Mindy provided occupational
therapy services for Elder
Care/Care Wisconsin and was
promoted to Supervisor of the
Rehabilitation Department.  Some of the
services she provided for seniors included
home assessments, assisting with dis-
charge planning, and family/caregiver ed-
ucation.  She has extensive experience
collaborating with interdisciplinary teams
to develop and implement plans of care to
help clients improve health and maintain
functional independence. Mindy has also

created and led educational
and support groups.  She has
made presentations to senior
groups on a range of topics.

Hailing from Southern
Illinois, Mindy is a licensed
occupational therapist and re-
ceived her degree from the
University of Illinois at
Chicago. She and her hus-
band, Mark Evans, are mem-

bers of Congregation Shaarei Shamayim,
where she served as secretary of the CSS
steering committee and served on the
children’s education committee. She is
also a member of the Jewish Women’s
Circle.

Mindy is very excited to be joining the
JSS team.  She is looking forward to as-
sisting seniors and their family members.

Full Compass Systems
SUNDAY, MAY 18 • 6:30 P.M.

Tickets: $54 (Includes performance, hors d’oeuvres, and silent auction)

“The world’s first existential jazz rapper” The Times of London
“The voice of his generation” Downbeat Magazine

“A Renaissance man cast adrift in modern times” Chicago Sun Times

Ben Sidran has been a major force in the modern day history of jazz and rock and roll, having
played keyboards with or produced such artists as Van Morrison, Diana Ross, Michael Franks,
Rickie Lee Jones, Mose Allison and Steve Miller. 

It's been a long and varied journey for Sidran—from playing boogie-woogie piano as a six
year old in Racine, Wisconsin, leaning into his jazz records, “literally like an Eskimo huddled
around a fire,” to growing up to play boogie-woogie piano around the world. Despite the reality
that he is better known in Europe and Japan than in America—a fact of life for most jazz musi-
cians—Ben Sidran is an American success story.

Ben’s most recent accomplishments include: In 2010, Sidran com-
pleted Dylan Different, a tribute to the music of Bob Dylan; in 2012,
he received the Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of
Wisconsin and published his long awaited text on the Jewish influence
on American popular music, There Was a Fire: Jews, Music and the
American Dream; his most recent recording is Don’t Cry for No
Hipster (April, 2013).

JEWISH SOCIAL SERVICES
PRESENTS

AN EVENING OF ENTERTAINMENT

BEN SIDRAN
AND SILENT AUCTION

Wiseman Joins Staff of JSS

Add Something Special to your Life:

Volunteer for Jewish
Social Services!

It’s time to

celebrate...
and we are looking forward  
to you being a part of it!

2014 marks the Double Chai – 36th anniversary of JSS. In 
honor of this milestone, we have three celebrations scheduled 
to commemorate our Double Chai anniversary.

Sunday, May 18 
An Evening of Entertainment with Jazz Performer Ben Sidran 
and Silent Auction at Full Compass Systems, 9770 Silicon 
Prairie Pkwy, Madison. Event begins at 6:30 p.m., and includes 
performance, hors d’oeuvre reception and silent auction. 

Tuesday, July 8   
An Evening of Comedy with Rabbi Bob Alper at CUNA 
MUTUAL Conference Center, 5810 Mineral Point Rd, Madison. 
Event begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 10
Founder’s Recognition Brunch at Temple Beth El, 2702 Arbor 
Dr, Madison. Event begins at 11:00 a.m.

For more information please visit www.jssmadison.org 
or call (608) 278-1808.

Purchase tickets online at www.jssmadison.org

Volunteer applications at http://
jssmadison.org/becoming-volunteer

Our mission: Our dedication to service
will improve the quality of life and maintain
the dignity of our clients in a compassion-
ate and caring atmosphere. Volunteers will
enhance the ability of the agency to achieve
its overall mission. 

Friendly Visitors develop on-going,
one-to-one relationships with a senior or
person with disabilities in a nursing home,
assisted living facility or living in his or her
own home. Volunteers uniformly say that
this is a very rewarding activity that brings
meaning and a wealth of feeling to their
lives. Commitment is about an hour a week
for a minimum of six months.

Bikur Holim means visiting those who
are sick. The Talmud says that such a visit
removes 1/60th of the person’s illness, but
really the good that is done through a sim-
ple visit is immeasurable.

A la Carte Volunteering
Choose “single servings” of volunteer

opportunities if that’s what best fits your life.

Driver Connection volunteers provide
rides to appointments and community events.
You’ll only be called when we need you, and
you only drive when you’re available.

OddJobbers:  The really easy way to
be really helpful! Can you change light
bulbs and hang a few pictures? Program a
remote control? Reach something high?
OddJobbers do these and similar tasks for
seniors and people with disabilities. To be
an OddJobber, you don't need to be able to

do everything; you just have to like being
helpful.

Volunteer Opportunities at this year’s
Passover Seders

Jewish Social Services will hold two
Passover Seders at retirement communities,
for which there are volunteer opportunities.
On Thursday, April 17 we will be at Capitol
Lakes and on Friday, April 18 we will be at
Oakwood West. Volunteers will help set-up,
escort and seat guests, pour wine, water and
grape juice, participate in the Seder, assist
dining room staff with serving and clearing,
and other duties as they come up.  Ten vol-
unteers are needed at Capitol Lakes and
five at Oakwood; volunteers will receive a
complementary meal at both locations.
Contact Louise at 608-278-1808 or
louise@jssmadison if you’re interested in
volunteering at a Seder.  Registration infor-
mation for the Seders themselves will be
available in the April issue of “Lechayim
Lights.” 

Double Your Volunteering Mitzvah
Check with your human resources de-

partment to see whether your company has
a policy of matching employees’ commu-
nity volunteer hours with a monetary dona-
tion to the agency for whom the employee
volunteers. What a great way to enhance the
benefits of your volunteer work!

Deducting Expenses Incurred
While Volunteering

Some expenses incurred during volun-
teer work are deductible. Volunteers should
keep records and save receipts for these ex-
penses. Check with your tax advisor about
these deductions.

The popular Levy Summer Series re-
turns this summer with the theme, “Paths
and Intersections in Jewish Life: Jour-
neys in Identity and Culture.” Our speak-
ers include Milwaukee Jewish Federation
Executive Director, Hannah Rosenthal,
Judaic Education Director of the Milwau-
kee Jewish Community Center, Jody

Hirsh, rabbi and comedian Bob Alper,
Professor Jodi Eichler-Levine of the UW-
Oshkosh and Professor Philip Hollander
of the UW-Madison.

The dates are Tuesday, June 10, and
Wednesdays June 25, July 9 and 23, Au-
gust 6 and 20. Registration information
will be available later this spring. 

Save the Levy Summer Series Dates
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This article is about religious, social, and political points of view on anti-Semitism (part 1)
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Lechayim     Lights
Harry J. and Belle Goodman, parents of Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman
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For changes, updates or new information about any Jewish Social Services program, check our website at

www.jssmadison.org
On the home page, click on the date of the program in question

The next Wisconsin Society of
Pharmacy Students Health Assess-
ment, Operation Immunization will
be at Lechayim on Monday, March
31 from 11:00-12:00.  The student
pharmacists are supervised by reg-
istered pharmacists and will be
available to meet with you individ-
ually to discuss your immuniza-
tion-related questions and
concerns.  Please note that immu-

nizations will not be administered.
Health Assessment Schedule:

April 28, Health Fair with Gener-
ation Rx/Med-drop; May 5, Health
Needs Assessment.

Pharmacy Students Provide
Monthly Health Assessments

March
Lechayim Calendar

Join us for great food, congenial conversation and stimulating
programs at Lechayim Lunchtime Plus at Temple Beth El, 2702
Arbor Drive. Contact Louise Goldstein at 608-278-1808, ext. 227
or louise@jssmadison.org by 10:00 A.M. on the preceding busi-
ness day, usually a Friday morning. The kosher meals are catered
by Café O Catering and a vegetarian option is available with a
reservation. The cost of the meal is $7.50, with a minimum dona-
tion of $4.00 suggested for those over 60.  

Monday, March 3 
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Veggie quiche, chickpea salad, fruit compote, cookie
1:00-2:00 Pianist Dan Barker plays music by Cole Porter

Monday, March 10 – Lechayim celebrates Purim
11:00-12:00 Free blood pressure screening by Lori Edelstein, RN
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Tilapia with salsa, honey-glazed carrots, green salad,

Hamentaschen
1:00-2:00 Irish music with The Currach

Monday, March 17 – Lechayim does not meet

Monday, March 24
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Chicken with tomatoes, potato kugel, broccoli, apple

crisp
1:00-2:00 Jessie Garcia, “My Life with the Green and Gold:

Tales from 20 Years of Sports Casting”

Monday, March 31
11:00-12:00 Operation Immunization with the Wisconsin Society

of Pharmacy Students
11:30-12:00 Yoga from a chair with Betsy Haimson
12:00-1:00 Lentil soup (V), cheese blintzes, fruit sauce,

coleslaw
1:00-2:00 Nan & Jim Youngerman, “Reflections on Our Travels

in Central Europe, Fall 2013”

April Dates
April 7
April 14 – Passover, Lechayim does not meet
April 21 – Passover, Lechayim does not meet
April 28

Lechayim is cancelled when
the Madison Metropolitan
School District closes schools
due to inclement weather.
Listen to the radio, watch a local
tv station or view an online
weather report to learn if Madi-

son’s schools are cancelled. Oth-
erwise, we will cancel Lechayim
if we think conditions warrant it.
That decision will by made by
9:00 a.m. and someone will call
or email you and we’ll post it on
our website.

Lechayim Snow Day Policy



George Wolnak joins
the singing at Capitol
Lakes.

Evelyn Cantor at
Capitol Lakes Shabbat.

“Favorite son” pianist Dan
Barker returns to Lechayim on
Monday, March 3 with a program
of music by Cole Porter. Dan has
been playing with Abigail Cantor at
Lechayim Thanksgiving celebra-
tions for a number of
years. He graduated
from Azusa Pacific
University with a de-
gree in Religion and is a
very talented pianist and
composer who is also
the co-president of the
Freedom from Religion
Foundation. Dan is a
former evangelist who
was ordained as a minister at the age
of 15 and became a freethinker in
1983. He is the author of several
books and a composer of music, in-
cluding religious music for which
he still receives royalties. He plays
piano weekly at the Nakoma Golf
Club piano bar. Most importantly,

he is a fabulous pianist!
We’ll celebrate Purim on Mon-

day, March 10 with Irish music
from the Currach. It’s Purim when
everything is topsy-turvy, so why
not have Irish music for a Jewish

celebration? The Currach
has been playing Lechayim
for a number of years, and
always delights with the
melodies and rhythms of the
Emerald Isle. You can also
catch them every Friday
night from 5:00-7:00 at the
Brocach Tavern on West
Main Street.

The Social Hall at Temple
Beth El will be unavailable on
Monday, March 17, due to the
community Purim carnival that will
be held there the day before, so
Lechayim will not meet on that day.

Ever wonder what it’s like to in-
terview famous athletes and
coaches? For twenty years, sports-

caster Jessie Garcia has
done just that. On Mon-
day, March 24 she will
bring fans to the side-
lines at Lambeau Field,
inside the locker room,
aboard the Packers bus,
and into the host’s chair
at “The Mike McCarthy
Show” in her talk about
her book, My Life with the
Green & Gold. Besides being a
sportscaster, Jessie is the grand-
daughter of our own Abe Lands-
man.

A self-proclaimed “terrible ath-
lete,” Garcia reported on Wiscon-
sin’s beloved Green Bay Packers
during the Holmgren, Rhodes, Sher-
man, and McCarthy years. She’s
been a Packers sideline reporter for
preseason games and covered the
team during its Super Bowl show-
downs against the Patriots, Broncos,
and Steelers. She’s traveled with the
team to Tokyo and the White House
and to schools and retirement
homes, where the gridiron heroes
interacted with their fans. She’s vis-
ited the hometowns of players and
coaches, she’s met their proud par-
ents and their pets, she’s interviewed
the team trainer about their strength
exercises. Her recent book My Life
with the Green & Gold also features
up-close and personal stories about
other teams and athletes she’s cov-
ered, from the Badgers
and Brewers to Wis-
consin Olympians such
as Bonnie Blair and
Casey FitzRandolph.
Garcia’s expertise is
capturing behind-the-
scenes, human-interest
stories. She’ll share a
personal and humorous

insider’s look at many
Wisconsin sports heroes
from the perspective of
a female sports journal-
ist – and working
mom – who has ridden
the adrenaline rush to be
on the air at 5 a.m., 10
p.m., and any hour in
between all while jug-
gling the many de-

mands of family life. Not many
parents can say they’ve changed
their child’s diaper in the tunnel at
Lambeau Field, but Jessie Garcia
can. (Wisconsin Historical Society
Press).

On Monday, March 31 we’ll
hear the story that we would have
heard back in January, when we had
to cancel Lechayim due to the life-
threatening cold.  The story is about
a trip that took the travelers not only
to a different place, but back to a
time when life in that place was very
different.  In the fall of 2013, Jim
and Nan Youngerman traveled to
Berlin, Krakow, Budapest, Prague,
and Linda, Germany. On their trip
they explored the remembrances
and revival of Jewish life in these
cities and more.  Jim and Nan look
forward to sharing their recent ad-
ventures and giving Lechayim at-
tendees a taste of their experiences.

Jim Youngerman is a Madison at-
torney and former president of both

Jewish Social Services
and the Jewish Federa-
tion of Madison. Nan is
a retired teacher from the
Madison Metropolitan
School District and cur-
rent president of Jewish
Social Services. They
are both passionate trav-
elers.

Lechayim Lights
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About our Programs

Dan Barker

Jessie Garcia

Jim and Nan Youngerman

The Currach

Fun at Lechayim Photos by Louise Goldstein

Betsy Haimson and Clara Sweet celebrated their
birthdays together.Jerry and Elinor Stotsky Sam Jacobs

Volunteers Pamela Phillips Olson and
Janis Wrich

Rabbi Andrea Steinberger, Shlichah Racheli Komar-Aziz, and student volunteers from Hillel with Capitol Lakes
residents.

...and more!

Transportation to Lechayim
Transit Solutions provides door-to-door service for $1 round trip,

payable to the driver. Contact Louise Goldstein (608-278-1808, ext.
227 or louise@jssmadison.org) by 10:00 a.m. the Friday before
Lechayim to make a reservation. Wheelchair accessible vehicles are
available upon request. Please contact us if you need to cancel a ride. 
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Jewish Social Services Brings
Shabbat to Our Seniors
Our monthly Shabbat gatherings include wine donated by
Frank Liquor, candles and challah, singing and discussion.

Attic Angel Place at 2:30 in the Garden Room
8301 Old Sauk Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Attic Angel Place.
Music by Les Goldsmith and the assistance of Angel Volunteers.

March 7, May 2

Capitol Lakes at 3:00 in the Grand Hall
333 West Main Street
A program of Jewish Social Services and Capitol Lakes
Retirement Community. Led by Rabbi Andrea Steinberger
with assistance from UW students through the UW-Hillel
Foundation.

March 7, May 9

Oakwood West at 4:00 in the Oaks Community Room
6225 Mineral Point Road
A program of Jewish Social Services and Oakwood Village
University Woods. With the assistance of JSS volunteers and
music by Lauren Mazur.

March 28, April 25

ATTENTION REHAB PATIENTS:  If you are going to be in
one of these locations during your rehabilitation, please let
Jewish Social Services know.

Dr. Charlie Meyer grew up in
Philadelphia. “On my street were
52 houses. Fifty-one were owned
by Jewish families.” It was a very
segregated city.

When he turned nine he con-
tracted polio, just one year before
the Salk vaccine became available.
After five months in a hospital he
came home with a brace on his leg
and a determination to become a
doctor.

His mother, a teacher, shared her
beliefs in equal
rights and justice
with Charlie. His fa-
ther was a technical
engineer for RCA
and worked on mili-
tary communication.

Charlie was bright
and studious and de-
veloped a keen inter-
est in human
behavior and emo-
tions. He graduated
from Albright Col-
lege in Pennsylvania
and planned to start medical
school at Hahneman, which later
became Drexel. Before starting, he
wanted to volunteer down south.
He met T.G.G.Wilson, chairman of
the Philadelphia Chapter of the
Medical Committee for Human
Rights, who arranged funding for
Charlie.

“He’s just a crazy kid” his father
exclaimed. “

“You’ll get hurt or worse. Don’t
go!” cried his mother.

Three student volunteers had
been killed in 1964 in Mississippi
(Goodman, Chaney and Schw-
erner), but Charlie was deter-

mined. Knowing no one, he em-
barked on the bravest and one of
the most meaningful adventures of
his life.

James Meredith made his his-
toric March against Fear across
Mississippi and was shot. While
Meredith was hospitalized, Charlie
and others continued the march.
When they stopped in a field to
rest, they were tear-gassed and
beaten. “The police hit me with the
butt of a rifle and kicked with
steel-toed boots. I returned home
for several days to recuperate.”

Returning south,
Charlie worked with
families in Green
County Alabama, a
deeply impoverished
area. At the end of
the summer, “thirty
children lined up at
the medical clinic to
be inoculated with
the DPT and Polio
vaccine.” What had
been basic medical
care for years
throughout the

United States, was finally avail-
able for these children, thanks in
part to Charlie Meyer.

He moved to Madison in 1972
where he raised three children with
his wife, Ellen and was known as
a well-respected and compassion-
ate psychiatrist. His career was in-
terrupted by Parkinson’s disease in
1989.

To this day, Charlie remembers
the summer he spent in the  south
very vividly. He marvels at how
far the civil rights movement has
come. His eyes fill with tears as he
says, “To think, Barack Obama is
our President!”

BY PAMELA PHILLIPS OLSON

Charlie Meyer

(Photo by Pamela Phillips Olson)

Spotlight: Charlie Meyer

Celebrate with
Lechayim!

Share the

celebration of a

loved one’s or your

own special day with

friends at Goodman

Lechayim

Lunchtime Plus.

Celebrate and Support
Jewish Social Services!

1. Party Package – $200
• Recognition in the Lechayim calendar, Lechayim Lights and JSS E-Connect
• Includes balloon, token gift for honoree and special cake for all attendees
• Recognition during Lechayim program
• Recognition at our registration table

2. Holiday or Commemorative Package – $150
• Recognition in the Lechayim calendar, Lechayim Lights and JSS E-Connect
• Recognition during Lechayim program
• Recognition at our registration table

3. Sponsor a Week – $100
• Sponsor in honor of volunteers, a loved one or even yourself
• Recognition in the Lechayim calendar, Lechayim Lights and JSS E-Connect
• Recognition during Lechayim program
• Recognition at our registration table

Lechayim Dates:
~ March 3, 2014
~ March 10, 2014 – Purim
~ March 24, 2014
~ March 31, 2014

~ April 7, 2014
~ April 28, 2014 – Yom Hashoah
~ May 5, 2014 – Yam HaAtzmaut
~ May 12, 2014
~ May 19, 2014 – Volunteer

Recognition

For more information or to reserve a date, please
call 608-278-1808 or visit www.jssmadison.org

Thursday, April 17, Capitol
Lakes Retirement Community,
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Friday, April 18, Oakwood Vil-
lage University Woods, 3:00-5:30
p.m.

Registration information will be
available in early April. Residents,
their families and friends, and
non-residents are welcome at both
Seders.

Transitions

Anna Heifetz
Arie Carmi

Cleo Loftsgordon
Elsa Johnson
Hagit Vardi

Harold Farkas

Ida Wyman
Ilya Fiksel

Lillian Zwilling
Robert Schlesinger
Vlad Konovalov

Best Wishes for your Wellness
Milt Rosenberg

Clara Sweet
Alice Hanau

Bon Voyage, Welcome Back
Merilyn Kupferberg

Mazel Tov
To Dorit Bergen, on the marriage of her nephew, Andrew Bergen,

to Andrea Marcantonio in Orange County, California

Condolences
To the family of Betty Arnes

To the family of David Friedman, son of Bea & Harry Friedman

Happy March Birthday

Save the Dates for Passover Seders
at Retirement Communities



The Jewish Federation of Madison pro-
vides support to a wide variety of essential
agencies in Madison, around the United
States and around the world. Read the sto-
ries below and learn how your campaign
dollars support programs in some of our
country’s large urban areas as well as in
tiny communities a world away.  

For more information or opportunities
to volunteer with the Jewish Federation of
Madison, contact info@jewishmadison.
org or call 608-278-1808.

Federation Programs
Transform Young Lives

It was an unlikely pairing: Marc, a mid-
dle-aged Jewish man, and Deron, a disad-
vantaged young boy in public school
struggling to keep up with his peers. 

Yet for three years, the duo met weekly.
As a volunteer from Jewish Federation,
Marc made the trek each week through city
neighborhoods, across a concrete play-
ground to an inner city school where he tu-
tored Deron, helping him learn to read and
gain confidence. 

They lost touch after Deron went to
high school but Marc always wondered
what happened to the boy he spent so
much time with. So, he called. Deron was-
n’t home. He had started college. 

“These are great kids who are strug-
gling in school,” said Marc, who has been
tutoring inner-city kids for more than a
decade. “How can we let them be left be-
hind in society? To have a chance, they
have to be able to read.” 

In cities across North America, legions
of volunteers devote their time to tutoring
at-risk students, many of whom need an
extra edge to keep up with their peers. Pro-
grams funded by Jewish Federation build
brighter futures and transform not only the
lives of young people across North Amer-
ica, but also those who help them. 

For people like Marc, who take time out
of their busy schedules to take part in
tikkun olam — improving the world – the
reward could not be richer. 

“I felt great for me a little, and a lot for
him. Now he’s really going places,” says
Marc. “It’s great that through the Federa-

tion I’ve had the opportunity to change a
life. What we do makes a difference.”

Providing Winter Relief for
Ukraine’s Most Vulnerable
Families

In a small and semi-deserted village in
eastern Ukraine, Alexander Petrov strug-
gles to provide for his wife and seven chil-
dren.

The village, which is only accessible by
tractor for much of the winter, lies about
80 miles from Donetsk, Ukraine’s fifth-
largest city.

Though Petrov works as a doctor in a
nearby town, his village’s isolation makes
it difficult to heat his home and care for his
loved ones. The village consists of about
300 houses; a third of the buildings are de-
serted, and about half of the rest serve as
summer homes for families who come
only for vacations. His family lives in three
rooms and owns almost no furniture.

The Jewish Family Service program
provides the Petrovs with a monthly food
card to purchase groceries, school supplies,
winter vitamin sets, warm-weather clothes,
and coal to heat their home.

Without the JDC-provided coal, the
Petrovs could only heat their home with
wood, as their village has no gas supply or
running water. When the family ran out of
money to purchase firewood, the children
would be drafted to join their parents in a
nearby forest to collect it.

Without JDC’s winter relief, Alexander
would be unable to care for his five daugh-
ters and two sons. But JDC’s assistance to
the family goes beyond simply providing
for their material needs when temperatures
drop.

JDC also provided financial help to en-
able the Petrovs to attend a seaside Jewish
family retreat last summer — the furthest
the children had ever been from home.

They are among the more than 6,200
children in the former Soviet Union (FSU)
who benefit from JDC’s winter relief pro-
gram each year.

From Eastern Europe to Central Asia,
JDC’s work in preparing the most vulner-
able Jews for winter is one of its signature
accomplishments throughout the former
Soviet Union (FSU).

“In different parts of the FSU, winter
assistance remains relevant and sometimes
even critical for survival,” said Yulia Lidis,
a JDC staff member in the region.

Almost 2,000 miles northwest of the
Petrovs, Dmitri and Tatiana Belozerov live
in the village of Chernigovka, Kazakhstan,
with their two daughters, Snezhana, 8, and

Viktoria, 6. Their village — located about
100 miles from the city of Petropavl, about
the size of Yonkers, New York — is fast
dying out, and
employment op-
portunities are
limited.

Tatiana does
not work, and
Dmitri is only able to find occasional sea-
sonal work as a tractor driver. The family
survives on about $50 each month —
enough to scrape by and provide for the
barest of basic food needs, but not enough
to fund medica-
tions for their
daughters or toi-
letries.

Without JDC’s
help, the couple
could not afford to
heat their home —
a necessity in
C h e r n i g o v k a ,
which experiences
winter for nine
months of the year
and sees average
temperatures of -4
to -40 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Heating their
home would eat up
nearly seven

months of the family’s income, making the
coal JDC’s Hesed social welfare network
provides invaluable.

The Beloze-
rovs also re-
ceive warm
blankets, warm
clothes, vita-
mins, school

supplies, a heater, some food support, and
laundry detergent from JDC.

For more information on our work in
the former Soviet Union: http://www.jdc.
org/where-we-work/former-soviet-union/
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Your Federation Campaign Dollars in Action

Go to the Source: Websites about Israel

General

http://chicago.mfa.gov.il
State of Israel Consulate

Sign up for Israel Update and Cultural Events newsletter.

http://www.israel21c.org/bin/en.jsp?enPage=HomePageIsraeli
Learn about how Israel and Israelis are having an impact on individual lives through their

efforts in health, technology, culture, democracy and clean tech.

http://www.goisrael.com/tourism_eng
Israeli tourism

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107652.html
General Information

http://www.israelemb.org/
State of Israel Embassy in Washington, DC

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Israel+Ministry+of+Foreign+Affairs.htm
State of Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs

http://www.mapsofworld.com/country-profile/israel1.html
Maps of Israel

http://www.aboutisrael.co.il/eng/
Virtual, interactive information center about Israel.

http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Home
Jewish Agency for Israel.

News

http://www.ynet.co.il/english/articles/0,7340,L-3284752,00.html
Ynet is part of Yedioth Group, Israel's largest media company

http://www.jpost.com/
Jerusalem Post, an Israeli daily newspaper.

http://www.haaretz.com/
Haaretz, an Israeli daily newspaper

Racheli Aziz-Komar – Israel@jewishmadison.org
Jewish Agency for Israel Shlichah

FREE GRAPHIC
DESIGN
SERVICES

when you place
an ad in

Madison Jewish News

Contact Tiz Goff at outreach@jewishmadison.org

Alexander and Svetlana live in a tiny, isolated village outside of
Donetsk, in eastern Ukraine, with their two young daughters,
pictured here. Without JDC's help, they would be unable to
survive the winter. 
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BY MICKEY & RACHELI AZIZ-KOMAR

We are now in the middle of the first month of Adar and as the Talmud tells us
“When Adar comes, joy is increased”. Israel has given us a number of reasons for joy
this month. The Israeli startup Inpris developed “UpSense,” a mobile app offering the
first fully gesture-based keyboard to enable people with visual impairment to type on
tablets and smartphones using customizable gestures. The app also has a mode for those
already proficient in Braille typing. 

Highlights of the month: 
The Madison Israel Film Festival was a great success. We showed six different

films, all showing how communities, generations and nations can come together with
friendship. We want to thank the wonderful Jewish community of Madison for sup-
porting us and coming to many of our films. We were so happy to see all of you who
came and we hope that you enjoyed coming and hope to see you again at all of our
Israel events. 

At the MJCDS we learned about different views of Israel using maps by Danny
Kerman and every student chose their maps and made their own versions of the map. 

Teaching Holocaust studies in Temple Beth El we started by
learning about Anne Frank and other children our age who lived
and died during the Holocaust. We gave them a life and dreams
just as we have. 

In our second lesson we learned how children celebrated their
Bar Mitzvah during the Holocaust. We discussed the differences
between the way we celebrate our Bar/Bat mitzvah today and the
way it was celebrated in the past.

During the third class we asked who was a hero during the
Holocaust, who our heroes are in our life and what makes them
heroes.

Our last lesson focused on Holocaust denial, why it is so im-
portant to learn and remember the Holocaust for our future, and
how can we do so.

Wishing you all a happy and joyful Purim,
Racheli and Mickey

Planning a trip to Israel?

Contact Racheli at Israel@jewishmadison.org

Planning a trip in the summer?

Need some help?

Our Israeli Shlichim will help you plan the trip
you wished for!

• Jerusalem
• Dead Sea
• Tel Aviv
• Golan Heights
• Eilat
• Haifa
• And so much more!

DID YOU
KNOW???

Tourism
reached a

record-high in
Israel, with 3.5
million tourist

arrivals in 2012.

From the Mid-east to the Mid-west:
Highlights From Our Community
Shlichim (Israel Program Emissaries)



COMMUNITY
PURIM

CARNIVAL
SUNDAY, MARCH 16
11:30am-2pm at Temple Beth El

2702 Arbor Drive, Madison

COME�ONE,

COME�ALL�TO�THE

$7�fOR�AGES�2-12;�FREE�FOR�AGES�13�AND�UP

Booths�Include:

Cake�walk�• �BINGO�• �Basketball�• �DUCK�POND

Bean�Bag�Toss�• �Face�Painting�• �Mini�Golf

Lollipop�Tree�• �Wii�Just�Dance

Funny�Photos�And�more…�

Presented by Beth Israel Center, Congregation Shaarei Shamayim,
Gan HaYeled Preschool, the Jewish Federation of Madison,
Madison Jewish Community Day School and Temple Beth El 

ENTRY FEE INCLUDES ALL BOOTHS, GAMES AND THE BOUNCY HOUSE

Purim�Spiel�featuring�THE

community�Rabbis,�and�our�

Community�Shlichim

Booths,�Bouncy�House,

Prizes,�Food�for�sale

including

Hamantashen

• 11:30-12:00

• 12:15-2:00
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