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This is a journey through the great cities of Europe: Prague Vienna and Budapest and then to Israel – to explore the rich Jewish life in 
Europe prior to the Holocaust and the resurgence of Jewish life in those communities today. To continue to Israel and appreciate the 
strong emphasis of European Jewry on the State and to visit sites of both ancient and modern Israel 

Please note: Some meals or items indicated in the program are at the participant’s expense. The program is subject to change.

** Program is half board; meals to be covered by participants are indicated in itinerary. Meals provided by the program are kosher style 
(kosher certificated meals can be provided on request by individuals – in advance)

For more information please contact:

Sharon Kenigsberg  sharonk@jewishlongbeach.org  Tel: 562-426-7601# 1008

Susan Paletz spaletz@alpertjcc.org  Tel: 562-426-7601# 1012

shalom!

Program in Europe developed and 
implemented by Jewish Visitors 

Service, Budapest

Program in Israel developed and 
implemented by the JCC Association 

Israel Center 

www.jcca.org
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DAY 1 – DEPART LONG BEACH FOR PRAGUE
Sunday, Oct. 14

ITINERARY

DAY 3 – PRAGUE – HISTORICAL AND JEWISH
Tuesday, Oct. 16

The day will focus on the city of Prague through a historical lens and how Jewish 
life was interwoven in the life of the city

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel

8:30 a.m.
Drive to Prague Castle for a guided 
walking tour - the world’s largest coherent 
castle complex from the 9th century, to 
explore the palaces, courtyards, churches 
and gardens with many different types 
of architecture styles and includes Gothic 
Royal Palace, St. Vitus Cathedral and the 
famous Golden Lane street with little 
fairy-tale houses inhabited by alchemist 
during Golden era of Rudolph II and later 
by Franz Kafka.

12:15 p.m.
Lunch on own

AFTERNOON
A walk across Charles Bridge, one of 
Prague’s most famous old stone bridges, 
named after one of the most important 
kings in the Czech history, Charles IV, built 
in the 14th century. The bridge crosses the 
Vltava River and for hundreds of years it 
was the only connection between the old 
town and Prague Castle. 

A guided walk through the Jewish 
Quarter. Unveil the stories of one of the 
oldest and most famous Jewish centers 
in Europe. Visit the Maisel Synagogue, 
Pinkas Synagogue – Memorial to almost 
80 000 Czech Jewish victims of WWII, the 
mystical Old Jewish Cemetery from the 
15th century where the prominent Rabbi 
Loew - creator of Golem is buried, the 
Klaus Synagogue with unique collection 
of Jewish Customs and Traditions, the 
Old-New Synagogue - the oldest operating 
Synagogue in Europe and the fascinating 
Spanish Synagogue, built in incredible 
Moorish style. 

Shopping, leisure time  

EVENING
7:30 p.m.
Dinner

Overnight – KuK hotel Fenix Smeckach 
Str Prague

Arrive to Prague Airport. Airport pickup and sightseeing transfer to the hotel. 

DAY 2 – ARRIVE IN PRAGUE
Monday, Oct. 15

Meet up with tour educator, Abraham 
Silver and introduction to the trip

Dinner

Overnight – KuK hotel Fenix Smeckach 
Str Prague
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DAY 4 -TOUR TO TEREZIN/TERESIENSTADT (OPTION 1)
Wednesday, Oct. 17

The day will focus on the fate of Czech Jews during the Holocaust – most of 
whom were sent to Terezin; then travelling to Austria to the capital, Vienna

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel and check out

9:00 a.m.
Depart for Terezin with stop at 
Bohusovice train station - where Terezin 
inmates were transported to ghettos and 
camps in  Poland and the Soviet Union

Guided tour of Terezin, a former 
concentration camp and transit station 
for more than 150.000 people to another 
determination stations. Visit the Museum 
of the former Ghetto, The Magdeburg 
barracks, Small Fortress - former prison, 
hidden synagogue from the time of the 
Ghetto, Ceremonial Halls and Central 
Morgue.

1:00 p.m.
Lunch on own

Depart for Vienna (a coach ride of approx. 
5 hours) 

EVENING
7:00 p.m.
Check into hotel

8:00 p.m.
Dinner

Overnight - Hotel Rathaus, Lange Gasse 
Vienna

DAY 4 - ON THE ROAD TO VIENNA (OPTION 2)
Wednesday, Oct. 17

The day will take us from Prague to Vienna, stopping at two sites which will focus 
on Czechias general and Jewish history

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel and check out

9:00 a.m.
Depart for Konopiste Castle in Czechia, 
a unique historical site was built at the 
beginning of the 14th century as a Gothic 
fortress guarding a nearby town of 
Benesov. In the 18th century it was rebuilt 
into a baroque chateau. One of the most 
famous owners of this beautiful castle 
was Franz Ferdinand d’Este, a successor 
to the Austro-Hungarian throne. Visit 
the fantastic residential rooms, the third 
largest collection of armory and medieval 
weapons, hunting trophies and gorgeous 
gardens. 

Lunch box

2:30 p.m.
Depart for Trebic, with one of the best 
preserved and largest Jewish Ghettos 
in Europe inscribed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. There still remains two 
synagogues, a Jewish City Hall, the Rabbi’s 
House, school, hospital and one of the 
largest Jewish cemeteries in Europe. The 
Jewish housing center offers a window 
into how Jewish families lived in the past

Depart for Vienna

7:00 p.m.
Check in to hotel  

8:00 p.m.
Dinner

Overnight -  Hotel Rathaus, Lange Gasse, 
Vienna
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DAY 5 - VIENNA 
Thursday, Oct. 18

We will explore Vienna, known for its eminent role in European history, 
architecture; art and music combine to embody the phrase “Old World Charm”. 
The city, once home to the Hapsburg Empire, claims Mozart, Schubert, Bruckner 
and Freud, whose lives and accomplishments are documented and celebrated 
in Vienna and a look at the contribution of Jewish life to the city in the 19th 
century. In modern times, too, the founder of Zionism, Theodore Herzl developed 
his ideas in and initiated his campaigns, from Vienna. 

MORNING
Breakfast and check out of hotel

8:30 a.m.
Depart for a guided tour covering the 
highlights of Vienna, starting with a drive 
along the Ring Strasse, see the Parliament 
Building, the Opera House. 

A visit to the historical Jewish Quarter 
of Vienna – home to the city’s main 
synagogue which dates from the late 
18th century, burned out during the Nazi 
Pogrom night in 1938, and was bombed 
in the late Seventies and early Eighties. 
Theodor Herzl‘s remains lay in state 
there before his body was transferred to 
Israel. A few years later, it was beautifully 
renovated and is the center of Jewish 
religious life today

A down town walking tour through the 
most elegant part of the city, get to 
the Hofburg which was until 1918, the 
center of the gigantic Habsburg empire. 
Originally planned as a lavish “Imperial 
forum”, the grounds were built up 
majestically by the Habsburg emperors – 
from the 13th century “Alte Burg” to the 
most recent addition from around 1900. 

Today, the Hofburg in Vienna is the official 
seat of the Austrian President 

Lunch on own

2:00 p.m.
Visit to the Schonbrunn Palace inside and 
relax in the beautiful gardens 

Depart for Budapest (approx three hour 
coach journey)

7:00 p.m.
Check into hotel  

8:00 p.m.
Dinner

Overnight in Continental Hotel, Dohany 
Str, Budapest 
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DAY 6 - BUDAPEST
Friday, Oct. 19

Budapest is considered the most sophisticated of Central European capitals. 
Jewish history dates back to Roman times, and Jews have always played an 
outstanding role in the city’s economic, political and cultural life. Today Budapest 
is the third largest community in Europe of approximately 100 000 Jews 

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel

Depart for an overview of the city from 
Gellert Hill, see the statue of Liberty, enjoy 
the magnificent panoramic view to the 
city; guided visit to the Caste District, see 
the Royal Palace from outside, walk along 
to the Fishermen Bastion and visit the 
Medieval Synagogue 

Visit the elegant Andrassy Ave, 
Heroes Square, the largest square in 
Budapest,City Park, Szecheny Medicinal 
Bath, one of the largest spas in Europe

Visit to the Balint Haz JCC to meet with 
staff and members and see how this has 
become a central and vibrant place in the 
contemporary Jewish life in Budapest

AFTERNOON
Guided visit to the Dohany Synagogue – 
Europe largest and the 3rd largest in the 
World (only Belz Synagogue in Jerusalem 
and the Temple Emmanuel in N.Y. are 
larger) and the Jewish Museum and 
Memorial Garden. Holocaust Memorial, 

dedicated to the Jews who perished 
during the Nazi Holocaust

Time to freshen up at the hotel

EVENING
6:00 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat in the Heroes Temple at  
Dohany Synagogue 

7:30 p.m.
Dinner in the Carmel kosher Restaurant 
(with leaders/members from the Jewish 
Community of Budapest. (max 5 people)

Overnight in Continental Hotel, Dohany 
Str, Budapest  
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DAY 7 - SHABBAT
Saturday, Oct. 20

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel; morning at leisure to 
explore or relax or join Shabbat services

12:00 p.m.
Shabbat lunch in the Hanna kosher 
restaurant. 

1:30 p.m.
Depart for a walking tour of the Jewish 
Quarter, Orthodox Section, learn about 
WWII Budapest ghetto, walk to the Glass 
House - this is a remarkable place that, 
on the one hand, served as a shelter and 
hiding place for about 3,000 Jews saved 
by Carl Lutz, the Consul of Switzerland in 
late 1944 and, one the other hand, was 
also the center of the underground Zionist 
organization in Hungary

Ending the walking tour at the “Shoes 
Memorial” on the River Bank. This is the 
memorial place from where the Nazi 
Hungarians shot the Jews into the Danube 
River in the winter of 1944-45.

Free time

5:30 p.m.
Tie-in discussion and Havdallah

EVENING
7:00 p.m.
Public boat ride on the River Danube – 
Buffet dinner with live music

-or-

Dinner on own followed by private boat 
ride on the River Danube with snacks and 
a soft drink

Overnight in Continental Hotel, Dohany 
Str, Budapest 

A slower pace to enjoy the spirit of Shabbat and focus on the Jewish community 
of Budapest, past and present
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DAY 8 - FROM EUROPE TO ISRAEL
Sunday, Oct. 21 

Our journey continues from Europe to Israel and we begin our time in Israel in Tel 
Aviv, the first Hebrew city

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel followed by check out

Morning transfer to the Budapest airport.

Arrival in Israel; meeting at airport by JCC 
Israel Center staff

Travel to Tel Aviv (DEPENDING ON FLIGHT 
TIME ARRIVAL WE WILL FINALIZE THE DAY 
AND MAY INCLUDE AN EXTRA STOP IF 
TIME PERMITS)

Shehechiyanu on arriving in Israel from 

the Old City of Jaffa overlooking the 
Mediterranean

Check into hotel

EVENING 
Dinner at Tel Aviv restaurant

Overnight – Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv

DAY 9 - TEL AVIV FIRST HEBREW CITY
Monday, Oct. 22

Group members participating in GA 2018 leave the group to participate in the 
conference in Tel Aviv

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel

9:00 a.m.
“The Pain of Two Homelands” through 
prose and poetry of Rachel, Lea Goldberg, 
Agi, Mishol, Balfour Hakak, Amos Oz and 
more, we shall read and listen to yearnings 
for the old country and hope for a better 
future in Israel , with educator Rachel 
Korazim (at hotel or at her home in Jaffa)

10:30 a.m.
“The Beginnings of the Modern Hebrew 
City of Tel Aviv” depart for a guided tour 
that begins with an overview from Jaffa, a 
gate way to the Holy Land for thousands 
of years; walk through Neve Tzedek, one 
of the first neighborhoods of the modern 
city of Tel Aviv and hear the stories of the 
founders of Tel Aviv and their vision for 
the cultural capital of the State of Israel

Lunch at restaurant on Rothchild Avenue

AFTERNOON
2:15 p.m.
Depart for guided visit to Hechal 
Ha’atzma’ut (Independence Hall) where 
70 years ago the State of Israel was 
proclaimed in 1948 and a look at the 
guiding principles of the founders of the 
State

Wine tasting at the Tasting Room in 
Sarona and see how the ancient art of 
wine making has become a modern 
successful industry in Israel

EVENING
Free evening and dinner on own

Overnight – Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv 
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DAY 10 – CONTEMPORARY ISRAEL: CONTEMPORARY TEL AVIV
Tuesday, Oct. 23

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel

8:30 a.m.
“An Overview of Current Events in Israel” 
with Israeli journalist or educator (at hotel)

10:00 a.m.
Depart in small group tracks (minimum of 
7 in each track)

(GROUP LEADERS TO CHOOSE THREE 
OF THE FOUR TRACKS BELOW TO BE 
OFFERED TO THE GROUP)

TRACK 1: Israeli Society through the 
Lens of Art – a visit to art galleries in Tel 
Aviv and meeting with artists together 
with artist and educator, Shirel Horovitz

TRACK 2: Israeli Society through Ethnic 
Foods – a look at the diversity of Israel 
through the foods – from the Jewish 
immigrants of Greece, Persia (Iran), 
Morocco and the FSU, to the foods of the 
foreign workers from the Philippines (at 
the Levinsky food market)

TRACK 3: Israeli Society: Tikun Olam 
– “Beyond Israel’s Borders” depart for 
meeting with staff and volunteers from 
Israaid, a non-profit, non-governmental 
organization committed to providing 
life-saving disaster relief and long term 
support all over the world to learn about 
their work, their humanitarian aid and 
advocacy

TRACK 4: Jewish Ingenuity – depart 
for a guided visit to the Ayalon Institute 
in Rehovot – located at what was once a 
kibbutz as a hidden armaments factory 
during the time of the British Mandate

1:00 p.m.
Small track groups meet up on Nachalat 
Binyamin arts and crafts market for lunch 
on own and free time to shop or relax 

AFTERNOON
4:00 p.m.
Return to hotel to freshen up

5:30 p.m.
Depart for “Bishulon” cooking workshop 
– Food and wine is more than ever a 
gateway into the culture of the country, 
so try your hand at cooking Israeli dishes 
followed by eating the fruits of your labor 
over dinner

EVENING
9:00 p.m.
Free evening

Overnight – Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv 

A look at modern Israel through different lenses as a window into the diversity in 
Israeli society
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DAY 11 – FROM THE CENTER OF TEL AVIV TO LIFE ON THE 
PERIPHERY 
Wednesday, Oct. 24

Travelling to Israel’s periphery in the Negev to learn of Prime Minister Ben 
Gurion’s vision for the Negev and a look at the peoples resilience in the face of 
challenges and hardships

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel; check out

Late morning – to relax, walk along the 
beach front

10:00 a.m.
Depart for the Negev (in the event that 
the GA participants are still engaged in the 
GA program, they will join the group later  
in the day)

Kfar Azza, “In the shadow of Gaza” depart 
for meeting with Ralph Lewinson, resident 
of Kibbutz Kfar Azza living on the border 
to discuss the impact of living under 
the threat of rockets from Gaza and the 
experience of Tzuk Eitan (Protective Edge) 
operation of the summer of 2014

-or-

Depart for ALEH Negev-Nachalat Eran 
near Ofakim, meet with staff and 
volunteers at this unique village, providing 
residential and outpatient services for 
young adults with multiple disabilities the 
opportunity to live a rich and productive 
life within a safe environment  

1:00 p.m.
Lunch at Humous Shel Techina in Sderot

AFTERNOON
2:30 p.m.
Depart for Sde Boker to visit the graves 
of Paula and David Ben Gurion and hear 
about Ben Gurion’s vision for the State of 
Israel 

3:30 p.m.
Depart for Mitzpe Ramon; check into 
Beresheet Hotel and Spa

Free time to enjoy the spa facilities 
(massages at additional cost)

Dinner at Beresheet hotel and spa

9:30 p.m.
Star gazing – enjoy the tranquility of the 
desert and the Negev night sky with Ira 
Machefsky 

Overnight Beresheet Hotel and Spa
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DAY 12 – VISIONS VISIONARIES AND CURRENT DAY REALITIES
Thursday, Oct. 25

MORNING
Breakfast and time for early morning swim 
or exercise at the spa

Check out

10:30 a.m.
“Why was the Bible Given in the 
Wilderness” depart for a hike in the vicinity 
of Mitzpe Ramon, texts in hand, and time 
to reflect as a group

1:00 p.m.
Depart for Yeruham for a late lunch at the 
home of one of Yerucham’s Mevashlot 
(Cooking Queens) to experience authentic 
ethnic cooking and to hear the stories 
of those who came in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s  
from Morocco or Kurdistan and settled in 
Yeruham 

AFTERNOON
2:30 p.m.
“Zionism in the 21st Century,” meet 
with young people who are living in the 
Negev creating intentional communities 
promoting social action in the social and 
geographical periphery of Israel by settling 

in underprivileged neighborhoods and 
becoming part of the local community. 
Hear their stories and learn about their 
challenges and successes

-or-

Zionism in the 21st Century – visit to 
Kibbutz Hatzerim, to learn about how 
the kibbutz has adapted to modern day 
challenges and visit the Netafim factory 
pioneer and global leader in drip irrigation 
systems, now sold all over the world

4:30 p.m.
Depart for Jerusalem; Overview of 
the old and new city of Jerusalem and 
Shehechiyanu upon arriving in Jerusalem 

7:00 p.m.
Check in to hotel 

*Dinner on own and free evening in 
Jerusalem

Overnight – Inbal hotel, Jerusalem

Enjoy the peace of the desert, and how current day visionaries are fulfilling Ben 
Gurion’s dream of making the desert bloom
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DAY 13 – COLLECTIVE MEMORY
Friday, Oct. 26

The day will give an opportunity to reflect on how we remember, what is 
collective memory; change of pace as we prepare for Shabbat 

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel

8:30 a.m.
Depart for Yad Vashem, museum of the 
Holocaust

TRACK 1: Guided visit to the museum 
and the children’s memorial

TRACK 2: Guided visit to lesser known 
sites in the Yad Vashem complex with 
an emphasis on how the design of the 
museum and the sculptures reflects 
changing of understanding of the 
Holocaust in Israeli society

11:30 a.m.
Both groups meet up and depart for 
Mount Herzl – cemetery of the nation’s 
leaders and military cemetery for the IDF 
(Israel Defense Forces) soldiers who have 
fallen. Visit Herzl’s tomb coming full circle 
as we remember the site where he grew 
up in Vienna; and the grave of Hannah 
Senesh, a Hungarian Jew who moved to 
Palestine and then as a paratrooper went 
behind enemy lines in Europe to save Jews 
at the time of the Holocaust

AFTERNOON
1:00 p.m.
Depart for lunch on own and some free 
time at the Machane Yehuda fruit and 
vegetable market, or the First Station or 
Mamilla

5:15 p.m.
Meet in the hotel lobby for candle lighting

Depart for Kabbalat Shabbat at the Kotel 
(Western Wall)

EVENING 
7:30 p.m.
Shabbat dinner with lone soldiers from the 
IDF (soldiers who serve in the army while 
their family are living abroad, or have been 
disowned by their families because of 
their military service) at hotel

Overnight – Inbal hotel, Jerusalem



Draft 1 - September 3   |  13

DAY 14 – SHABBAT
Saturday, Oct. 27

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel

Morning at leisure to go to Shabbat 
services, relax, meet up with friends and 
family

12:30 p.m.
Shabbat lunch at hotel

AFTERNOON
2:30 p.m.
TRACK 1: Depart for the Israel Museum 
to visit selected exhibitions (40 minute 
walk or taxi ride)

TRACK 2: Shabbat text study session 
with Rabbi Mark Goldfarb (at hotel)

9:00 a.m.
Drive to Masada through the Judean 
Desert

11:00 a.m.
Arrive at Masada and ascend with cable 
car to mountain fortress for a guided tour 
of important sites of Herod’s Fortress

AFTERNOON
1:00 p.m.
Descend via cable car and depart for lunch 
and swim in the Dead Sea in one of the 
private beaches - float in the water and 
lather in mineral mud

3:30 p.m.
Depart for Jerusalem

Both groups meet up for:

6:00 p.m.
Tie-in discussion and Havdallah

EVENING 
8:00 p.m.
*Dinner and evening on own

Overnight – Inbal hotel, Jerusalem

A day to enjoy the slower pace of Shabbat; to reflect, relax, meet friends
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DAY 15 – JOURNEY’S END
Sunday, Oct. 28

Our final day will allow participants to focus on their special area of interest 
before saying goodbye to Israel

MORNING
Breakfast at hotel 

9:00 a.m.
“Making Sense of Israel” a conversation 
with Avraham Infeld about Jewish life, 
peoplehood and Israel (at hotel)

10:30 am
TRACK 1: “Longing for Jerusalem - The 
Centrality of Jerusalem for the Major 
Religions” depart for a guided visit to 
the Old City, including the Southern Wall 
excavations and the Western Wall as well 
as the Holy Sepulchre

TRACK 2: Inspiring Israeli Women – meet 
with women from the Hareidi (ultra-
orthodox) world and Israel’s secular world 
who are working to improve Israeli society

TRACK 3: Israel in the 21st Century, visit 
one of Jerusalems hi-tech companies to 
get an understanding of how Israel has 
been dubbed Start up Nation and has 
become one of the leaders in the hi-tech 
world

1:30 p.m.
Both groups meet up together for lunch 
and a chance to share experiences and 
reminiscence from our journey together 

(Alternatively, group can have lunch on 
own and can re-group for final wrap-
up discussion and final dinner before 
departing for airport)

AFTERNOON
3:00 p.m.
Return to Jerusalem; check out of hotel 
(late check out depending on availability)

Free afternoon

Depart for airport 
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